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Mindscan specialises in Career 
Counselling and offering Overseas 
Education guidance to students – 
and has helped more than 15,000 
students in the past 10 years. In 

addition, there is a range of online 
programmes, which can help 

college students develop skills 

which are required by industry.
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Operational farmland size has shrunk 
20.4% in Sikkim, Agri Census reveals

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Sikkim has witnessed 
a decrease in average 

size of operational farm-
lands by 20.4% shows 
the provisional Agricul-
ture Census [Phase I] re-
leased by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare recently.

The Agriculture Cen-
sus Report 2015-16 
further reveals that in 
Sikkim, the maximum 
decrease in the size of 
operational holdings has 
been found among farm-
ers having medium-size 
land-holdings, the aver-
age size of which has re-
duced by 57.69 per cent 

in the last ive years.
The Agriculture Cen-

sus in India is conducted 
at five yearly intervals 
to collect data on struc-
tural aspects of oper-
ational holdings in the 
country. The Agricul-
ture Census programme 
is carried out in three 
phases at five yearly 

intervals with coopera-
tion of States/UTs.

India witnessed a 
jump in the number of 
operational farmlands 
between 2010-11 and 
2015-16, but the same 
period also saw the av-
erage size of these land 
holdings and the area 
they cover take a dip, 

shows the provisional 
Agriculture Census.

The States where 
data collected through 
household enquiry ap-
proach include Sikkim, Ker-
ala, Meghalaya, Manipur, 
Nagaland, Odisha, Tripura, 
West Bengal, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram, 
Punjab and a few Districts 

of the State of Assam.
Some states also 

showed decline in number 
of operational holdings. 
The sharpest fall has been 
recorded in Goa (28.17%) 
and lowest in Manipur 
(0.09%). However, oper-
ational area has shown 
declining trends in most of 
the states, the Census says. 

Tashiling Secretariat slated to be 
inaugurated in December

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 26 N :

The newly constructed 
Tashiling Secretariat 

is all set to be inaugu-
rated on 04 Dec by Chief 
Minister, Pawan Cham-
ling.  In view of this, the 
Minister for Building & 
Housing Department, 
DT Lepcha inspected the 
newly constructed State 
Secretariat today.

It may be mentioned 
here that due to irrep-
arable damages to the 
old Secretariat build-
ing by the earthquake 
in September 2011 
the old structure was 

brought down and this 
new structure has been 
constructed at a cost of 
Rs 264.30 crore. 

The Minister accom-
panied by senior of i-
cials of the department 
inspected the Secretariat 
building and its block B, 
parking areas and con-
necting lyover and sur-
rounding areas.  

Speaking to media 
persons after the inspec-
tion, the Minister men-
tioned that this new Sec-
retariat building is big-
ger than the old struc-
ture and will be an asset 
for the State. He ex-

pressed his gratitude to 
the CM for consistently 
working for the people 
of Sikkim and providing 
such beautiful assets.

No government de-
partment will run in rent-
ed buildings after this in-
auguration, he stated.

The Minister in-
formed that the main 
Secretariat building is 
spread over an area of 
11,514 square meters 
and block B covers 8486 
square meters and has 
been constructed at a 
cost of Rs 264.30 crore, 
in which Rs 193 crore 
was from the Prime 

Minister’s Relief Fund 
and Rs 71.30 crore was 
the State share. The 
structures are earth-
quake resistant and can 
survive an earthquake of 
8 magnitude on the Rich-
ter Scale, he added.

The ifth loor of the 
new Secretariat building 
will have the Chief Minis-
ter’s Of ice and then there 
will be of ices for Cabinet 
Ministers, Chief Adminis-
trator, Chief Secretary and 
others. The building also 
has facilities of car park-
ing for 100 vehicles in the 
basement.  

Block B will accom-

modate Finance Depart-
ment, Law & Parliamen-
tary Affairs Department, 
Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department, Excise De-
partment and Land Rev-
enue Department and 
parking facilities in the 
basement.  The second 
phase of the project will 
have Tower Block, Multi 
Loop, Revolving Restau-
rant, overhead bridge upto 
Nehru Bust and others. 
The construction work 
is being carried out by 
Kolkata based Archtech 
Consultations Pvt Ltd in 
co-ordination with the 
state government.

HSP to approach Supreme 
Court to remove “immigrant” 

tag from 1992 judgment

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :
Hamro Sikkim Party to-
day announced plans to 
approach the Supreme 
Court with a petition 
seeking to remove the 
“immigrant” tag used 
by the apex court in its 
1992 judgement in ref-
erence to the Sikkimese 
Nepali community.

This was announced 
by the HSP vice presi-
dent, Bhaichung Bhutia 
and spokesperson, Bi-
raj Adhikari, while ad-
dressing a press meet at 
the party office here in 
Deorali today.

Mr Bhutia pointed 
out that the Nepali com-
munity of Sikkim had 
been tagged as ‘immi-
grant’ in a judgement 
of the Supreme Court in 
the RC Poudyal vs Union 
of India case. The case 
had started in 1979 and 
judgement was deliv-
ered in 1992 by a bench 
of five judges of the Su-
preme Court.

“The best way to 
correct this ‘immigrant’ 
word against the Sik-
kimese Nepali commu-
nity is to again approach 
the Supreme Court. It 
cannot be done in Sik-
kim by making political 
speeches as the matter 
has to be brought before 
the Supreme Court. We 

have made strong prepa-
rations and will be going 
to Delhi tomorrow and 
will ile the case in the 
court within the next 3-4 
days. We want the word 
‘immigrant’ amended or 
removed and this can be 
done only by iling a case 
in the Supreme Court,” 
said Mr. Bhutia.

“We must remember 
that Sikkim had three 
ethnic communities – 
Lepchas, Bhutias and Ne-
palis. During the merger 
agreement of Sikkim 
with Indian Union, the 
three communities had 
been de ined as Lepchas, 
Bhutias and Nepalis of 
Sikkimese origin and 
thus became Indians af-
ter the merger. Despite 
this, the word ‘immi-
grant’ was used against 
the Sikkimese Nepali and 
we will challenge this in 
the apex court,” he de-
tailed further.

The HSP spokesper-
son, in turn, added that 
unless the word ‘immi-
grant’ is removed, the 
Sikkimese Nepalis will 
continue to feel a sense 
of injustice and this will 
continue to create hur-
dles for the community. 
A large section of the 
Sikkimese society has 
been hurt by this word, 
he reiterated.

Bharat-Nepal Sahitya Sangam 2018 held in Namchi

From ‘no skills’ 
to planner, Mary 
Kom looks back at 
incredible world 
domination

POONAM MEHRA
N  D  N  26 
(PTI): A “no skills, most-
ly strength” boxer when 
she got her maiden world 
championship medal, the 
iconic M C Mary Kom says 
she has now reached a 
point where she doesn’t 
like exerting herself and 
looks to win without con-
ceding punches.

The 36-year-old 
mother-of-three turned 
back the clock for a sixth 
gold at the just-conclud-
ed event, in which she is 
unlikely to be surpassed 
for quite a few years to 
come. It was her sev-
enth overall world med-
al, making her the most 
successful boxer in the 
tournament’s 10-edition 
history. In an interview 
with PTI, the Manipuri 
trailblazer re lected at her 
world championship jour-
ney from 2001 in the USA, 
where she won a silver, to 
the one that ended on Sat-
urday amid adoring home 
fans -- the atmosphere 
alone leaving her in tears.

“In 2001, I was young, 
inexperienced, in fact I 
would say I had no skill. 
I was only relying on 
strength and stamina to 
pull through. Just follow-
ing my instincts at that 
time,” she said.

“But in 2018, I had the 
experience to ensure that 
I didn’t exert myself un-
necessarily. I don’t want 
to get hit anymore, I like to 
win bouts without getting 
struck and this is what I 
largely managed to do this 
time. No wasting of efforts. 
I have become calculative,” 
she added.

It wasn’t the irst time 
that she won a world 
gold on home turf, that 
was back in 2006, Del-
hi being the venue then 
too. But that gold was 
not followed by tears. On 
the contrary, a wide grin 
didn’t leave her face all 
through the celebrations 
of what was her third 
world title at that time.

“I can put it down to 
the hype and pressure 
may be. At that time, 
women’s boxing was not 
that well known. People 
came but it wasn’t the 
same buzz. This time, I 
saw people in the stands 
chanting just my name 
and it  best,” she said. 

turn to pg02

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 26 N :

An international literary 
programme as Bharat-Ne-

pal Sahitya Sangam 2018 or-
ganised by Press Club of Sikkim 
in association with Patrakar 
Manch Namchi along with Dak-
shin Sikkim Sahitya Sammelan 
(DSSM) was held today here at 
Of icer’s Club Namchi.

The programme was at-
tended by renowned littera-
teurs from Nepal, Darjeeling 
and Sikkim. The renowned Ne-
pali poet, Ninu Chapagai, Matri-
ka Pokhrel, Purushottam Acha-
rya, Ranendra Baraily, Jewan 
Sharma, Sita Sharma, Sangeet 
Shrota Khagendra Khushi, In-
dra Regmi, Bimal Niva were 
present. Likewise, Kamal 
Bhattarai, and Kiran Kambang 
from Darjeeling along with 
the renowned poet and author 
from Namchi, T Nepal, Dr. Par-
shuram Poudyal, Dr. Nayan 
Rai, Lopzang Lama, Chandra 
Khaling and other poets and 
members of DSSM also at-
tended the programme.

During the programme, 
members of the organizing com-
mittee gave warm welcome to 
the guests which was followed 
by poetry recitation (kavi ghosti) 
and interaction with the delegates 
on issues of Nepali sahitya in both 
India and Nepal.

Addressing the function, 
chief guest Gagan Rai welcomed 

all the guests and said that this 
sahitya sangam will bring writ-
ers and poets of the two nations 
together for the betterment of 
Nepali sahitya. He also said that 
such programmes will encourage 
the youth who are passionate 
about Nepali literature.

He also talked about the 
decline in Nepali literature which, 

he said, is a big issue for both the 
nations. Mr Rai also appreciated 
the initiative taken by the organ-
ising team of the programme 
and extended his best wishes.

The programme was also 
addressed by president PCS, 
Joseph Lepcha, general secre-
tary, Puran Tamang and chief 
advisor DSSM.
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Mr Bhutia went on to comment that it was “unfor-
tunate” that the SDF government did nothing to cor-
rect this historical injustice on the Sikkimese Nepali 
community. 

“The SDF party in its manifesto before 1994 elec-
tions had promised to remove this word. It formed the 
government with this as one of the promises, but 25 
years have gone by and the SDF government has done 
nothing about it,” he said.

Mr Bhutia appealed to all political parties to sup-
port the step taken by the HSP in the larger interest of 
the people of Sikkim. 

HSP to approach Supreme...

NIFAA Sikkim State to participate 
in Tripura Harmony 2018

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Members of National 
Integrated Forum of 

Artist and Activists [NI-
FAA] Sikkim State held 
a meeting at Namthang, 

South Sikkim to con irm 
the participation of the 
cultural team from Sikkim 
at Tripura Harmony 2018, 
informs a press release. 
The Sikkim Team will be 
led by president, NIFAA 

Sikkim, Praveen Prad-
han. Thirty members of 
NIFAA will be participat-
ing in the big cultural ex-
travaganza. The theme of 
the event is Tribal State 
of India and organised by 

NIFAA Tripura State.
The meeting was 

chaired by chief advisor, 
NIFAA Sikkim, Bikash 
Pradhan, and attended 
by executive members. 
Mr Pradhan said that this 

is the irst event that NI-
FAA Sikkim State is par-
ticipating in. 

The Harmony 2018 
will be held from 21 – 29 
Dec at Agartala, Tripura. 
All the Indian States and 
Union Territories along 
with participants from 
22 countries will be at-
tending the event, added 
Mr Pradhan.

The participants of 
the cultural events are 
from SDSA [Namchi], 
Ben [South Sikkim] and 
Inspire Academy [Gang-
tok]. Sikkim’s cultural 
team will have ive co-
lourful tribal dances, said 
Sushma Chettri [cultural 
secretary, NIFAA Sikkim 
State]. The Sikkim team 
shall also exhibit photog-
raphy, crafts and pickles.

ELC of Namchi 
school holds painting 

competition

NAMCHI, 26 NOV IPR : 
The Electoral Literacy 
Club of Namchi Senior 
Secondary School held 
a painting competition 
on 21 Nov. The theme 
of the painting was 
Election Campaign. 
It was conducted in 
the presence of nod-

al officer, Lakpa Doma 
sherpa and nodal As-
sistant, Dharani Sab-
ba and there were 10 
students from class IX 
who participated in 
the competition. Out 
of 10 students, the 
first place was bagged 
by Piyush Pal. ‘Socio-environmental’ program 

held at Makha school

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

A three-day socio-en-
vironmental pro-

gram was conducted at 
Government Senior Sec-
ondary School, Makha re-
cently. The program com-

menced with the inaugu-
ration of a Mini-Hall on 
the roof top of the main 
building by Zilla Pancha-
yat, Hem Raj Adhikari in 
the presence of Princi-
pal, SMC members, Pan-
chayats of Patuk-Singbel 

GPU and other dignitar-
ies.  The hall had been 
constructed by mem-
bers of Thapa family and 
Prem Bahadur Thapa 
of Makha in memory of 
his wife, Shiva Kumari 
Rai. It may also be not-

ed that Shiva Kumari Rai 
is a noted academician, 
who had retired from the 
same school in 1993, and 
has also been honoured 
with the State Teacher’s 
Award (1983), National 
Teacher’s Award (1988) 
and also a Silver Medal 
from the Home Ministry, 
Govt. of India in 1991.

At the end of the pro-
gram the students were 
given home-work regard-
ing discussion on topics 
of cleanliness, health 
and hygiene among 
their family members 
and neighbours.

Monday’s program 
started with a short 
speech and feedback 
during the morning as-
sembly. More than 100 
students participated 
in a Rally starting from 
the school premises and 
cleaning a total stretch 

of 1 km alongside the 
school premises and the 
Makha-Singtam high-
way finally ending at the 
Sisney Khola. 

The scraps collected 
was then brought to school 
and segregated for dona-
tion to a local scrap vendor 
M/s Mohammad-de-Trad-
ers at Singtam who is also 
the environmental partner 
of the school. On reach-
ing the school they were 
welcomed by a small “Ze-
ro-waste Jhalmurai picnic”. 

It may also be noted 
that the idea of “Golden 
Rupee” on waste man-
agement adopted by the 
school has very recently 
been appreciated by the 
Ministry of Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation, Govt. 
of India and has also 
been highlighted in the 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
Gramin portal.

Golay addresses people at Ralap

SDF condemns Golay’s 
comments on govt and CM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N : 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
has strongly criticised 
and condemned recent 
statements of SKM presi-
dent, PS Tamang [Golay], 
on the State Government 
and the Chief Minister. 
The ruling party has coun-
tered that the SKM pres-
ident has been speaking 
out of frustration to de-
ceive the people.

An SDF press release 
issued by its general sec-
retary [press & publici-
ty], Kavita Subba, argues 

that after facing a one-
year imprisonment in a 
corruption case, the SKM 
president was now facing 
the punishment of being 
rendered ineligible to 
contest elections for the 
next six years. 

Given these realities, 
the SKM president has no 
moral right to pass un-
charitable comments on 
either the government 
of which he was himself 
a part of for 20 years or 
the Chief Minister who 
enjoys the endorsement 
of the people.

BJP accuses 
SDF workers 
of attacking 
team at Taza
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 N : 

A delegation of Bhara-
tiya Janata Party Sik-

kim Pradesh has alleged 
that the ruling Sikkim 
Democratic Front work-
ers attacked a team of 
BJP state-unit at Taza 
under Rhenock constit-
uency on Monday and 
threatened them to im-
mediately leave the area. 
However, the delegation 
did not listen to them 
and continued with its 
interaction programme 
and later reported the 
matter at Pakyong Police 
Station, informs a BJP 
press release.

The release informs 
that a BJP state unit del-
egation led by the state 
president, DB Chauhan 
was on a two-day vis-
it of Namcheybong and 
Rhenock constituencies 
in East Sikkim since Sun-
day. The team interacted 
with employees, intellec-
tuals and people, informs 
a BJP press release. 

During the visit, 
the team members ap-
prised the people on 
the pro-people and 
welfare programmes 
of the BJP-led central 
government and also 
enquired about wheth-
er the central govern-
ment schemes and pro-
grammes have reached 
the people. The people 
accused the state gov-
ernment of partiality 
in the distribution of 
government benefits, 
as per the release.

The incident took 
place when the team 
reached Taza from Mam-
ring, the release informs 
further adding that Pa-
kyong PS has assured to 
investigate the matter 
and to take stringent ac-
tion against the people 
involved.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N : 

In continuation of his 
string of public meet-

ings, Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha president, PS 
Tamang [Golay], ad-

dressed the people of 
Singtam-Khamdong con-
stituency at Ralap in East 
Sikkim on Monday. 

An SKM press release 
informs that he alleged 
that the CM has been 

constantly lying to the 
people about plans to 
bring NIT to Khamdong. 

On the same, he urged 
the people to be aware 
and not believe such false 
assurances. Mr Tamang 
also asserted that the one 
family, one job scheme 
was a meaningless an-
nouncement unless the 
government promulgat-
ed a law endorsing the 
same and committing to 
provide permanent em-
ployment. Otherwise, it is 
just an announcement to 
mislead the people, he said.

He alleged that the 
ruling party has been 
playing politics just to re-
main in power. 

MoS Skill Development meets CM
GANGTOK, 26 NOV IPR :
The Minister of State for Skill Devel-
opment and Entrepreneurship, Anant 

Kumar Hegde called on the Chief Minis-
ter, Pawan Chamling at his of icial resi-
dence at Mintokgang today.

Bengal’s top doubles shuttler 
electrocuted to death

Ignore such remarks: Kurien’s 
daughter on conversion charge

Company ‘concealed’ gravity 
of China chemical spill

B , N  26 (AFP): 
The company responsi-
ble for a chemical spill 
that left dozens ill in east 
China “deliberately con-
cealed” the extent of the 
leak, which was 10 times 
worse than reported, au-
thorities said.

The spill in Fujian 
province happened in the 
early hours of November 
4 when a tube transfer-
ring the chemicals from a 
wharf to a tanker broke, 
spilling 69.1 tonnes of C9 
aromatics into the sea.

Fujian Donggang Pet-
rochemical Company, 
the irm responsible for 
the incident, had previ-
ously reported just 6.97 
tonnes. “From the start, 
Donggang Petrochemical 
deliberately concealed, 
maliciously colluded, and 
forged evidence,” said a 
statement released by 
the local Quanzhou city 
government on Sunday.

According to local au-
thorities, mid-level and 
higher-up employees 
were told to keep the real 
volume of the chemical 
spill secret at a meeting 
following the incident in 
order to “escape” the le-
gal consequences.

Later, the company 
under-reported the spill 
and blamed the hose 
rupture on old and dam-
aged parts.

The local government 
also accused the petro-

chemical irm of disor-
derly management and 
weak safety protocols.

So far, authorities 
have arrested seven peo-
ple over the incident.

Three are employees 
of the Fujian Donggang 
Petrochemical Compa-
ny, which operates the 
wharf, and four are crew 
members of the tanker 
involved in the leak.

Earlier this month, 
residents near the coast 
who had come into con-
tact with the C9 reported 
dizziness, nausea, and 
breathing dif iculties.

C9 is typically used to 
produce adhesives, print-
ing ink and paint, and is 
toxic. A total of 69 resi-
dents were hospitalised 
after the leak, though all 
are now in “good condi-
tion”, the state-run China 
Daily reported Monday.

It is the latest alleged 
corporate cover-up to 
make waves in China. In 
October, Chinese author-
ities slapped penalties 
totalling a whopping USD 
1.3 billion on a pharma-
ceutical company that 
fabricated records for its 
rabies vaccines.

Though authorities 
said the suspect vaccines 
did not enter the market, 
the case provoked outrage 
from consumers fed up with 
recurring product-safety 
scandals, particularly in 
the drug sector. 

K , N  26 (PTI): 
Bengal’s number one 
doubles badminton play-
er Trinankur Nag died of 
electrocution on Mon-
day after suffering se-
vere burn injuries while 
working in a railway 
carshed here, an Eastern 
Railway spokesman said.

The 26-year-old shut-
tler came in contact with 
a high tension overhead 
electrical wire at his 
workplace in Kankur-
gachi carshed here on 
Saturday. He was under 
treatment at Eastern 
Railway’s B R Singh Hos-
pital where he died Mon-
day morning, the spokes-
man said. Expressing 

grief at the untimely 
death of Nag, Eastern 
Railway General Manag-
er Harindra Rao said if 
anyone is found guilty of 
negligence in connection 
with the incident, the 
person will be punished.

“He is a part of the 
railway family and we 
are deeply grieved,” Rao 
told newspersons here.

Nag, recruited by the 
Eastern Railway under 
sports quota, was work-
ing at the Kankurgachi 
carshed for the last four 
to ive years, West Bengal 
Badminton Association 
Sekhar C Biswas said.

The only son of his 
parents, Nag is survived 

by his parents.
He was a mem-

ber of the U-19 Indi-
an team for a coaching 
camp-cum-tournament 
in Mauritius in July 2011, 
Biswas said.

The current number 
one ranked state doubles 
player, Nag had repre-
sented Bengal for many 
years at junior and se-
nior categories.

“Nag had brought 
many laurels with his 
enviable skill and pas-
sion for the sport. His 
absence would certain-
ly leave behind a deep 
void in Bengal badmin-
ton,” Biswas said in his 
condolence message.

A , N  26 (PTI): 
The daughter of India’s 
“milkman” Dr Verghese 
Kurien Monday rubbished 
former Gujarat minister 
Dileep Sanghani’s claim 
that Kurien diverted dairy 
cooperative Amuls pro it 
to fund religious conver-
sions in the country. Sang-
hani had alleged that the 
late founder-chairman of 
the National Dairy Devel-
opment Board (NDDB) and 
the Gujarat Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation 
funded religious conversions 
by Christian missionaries 
from Amul’s pro its.

“We should ignore 
such statements and fo-
cus on work done by Ver-

ghese Kurien in building 
institutions that ushered 
Indias White Revolution,” 
Nirmala Kurien said.

“My father was an 
atheist and (despite be-
ing a Christian) was cre-
mated as per his wishes. 
So was my mother after 
her death,” Nirmala told 
PTI after an event at the 
NDDB here to mark Dr 
Kurien’s birth anniver-
sary. Born on November 
26, 1921, Kurien died on 
September 9, 2012.

“We should also focus 
on things like the change 
he made in the life of cattle 
rearing farmers,” she said.

Responding to Sang-
hani’s charge, the man-

aging director of Gujarat 
Co-operative Milk Mar-
keting Federation, Dr R S 
Sodhi had said Dr Kurien’s 
religion was that of each 
farmer of the country. 
Sanghani had said Tribhu-
vandas Patel was the 
founder of Amul but farm-
ers’ money was donated 
for tribals’ religious con-
versions in south Gujarat 
by Dr Kurien.

Sodhi recalled a call 
he received in the wee hours 
when Dr Kurien passed away 
at a hospital in Nadiad. “Me 
and my colleague went there 
and asked Nirmala and Mrs 
Kurien as to where he should 
be buried (since he was a 
Christian),” he had said. 
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Gangtok on 

Tuesday, 
26 Nov

Temp: 20°C/07°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 06:05 AM
Sunset: 04:42 PM

Governor attends prelude to Temi 
Tea’s golden jubilee celebrations

N , 26 N  (IPR): 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
and the irst lady Kamala 
Devi attended the pre-
lude of the golden jubilee 
celebrations at Temi Tea 
garden today. 

The Governor visited 
the Temi Tea factory and 
engaged with the facto-
ry workers, gauged the 
various organic tea pro-
duction processes and 
tasted a variety of teas, 
including the inal au-
tumn lush.

Addressing the gath-
ering later, the Gover-
nor congratulated the 
Temi Tea fraternity for 
successfully completing 
50 years and applaud-
ed how the tea garden 
has lourished since its 
inception in 1969. He at-
tributed this to the hard 
work of the tea garden 
workers, stakeholders and 
the State Government. 

He encouraged the 
garden workers to work 
with diligence, mindful of 
Temi Tea’s unique legacy 
as the premium organic 
tea garden of Sikkim. 

The Governor and the 
irst lady also distributed 

the various aids to the 

tea garden workers as 
part of the golden jubilee 
celebrations. 

The Governor was 
escorted by Managing Di-
rector Mrinalini Srivastava, 
Manager LT Bhutia and the 
tea garden workers.

Earlier, the Gover-

nor visited NHPC Teesta 
Stage V Hydro Electric 
Power Project at Balutar 
where the Chief Engineer 
In-Charge S Khatuwa 
briefed the Governor 
on the production and 
various other aspects 
of the project. 

Minister hands over 
inancial assistance 

cheques to churches

4 CMRHM homes inaugurated 
in Zoom-Salghari

Z / P , 26 N  
(IPR): Area MLA, Salghari 
Zoom Constituency, Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani, inaugu-
rated four houses con-
structed under the Chief 
Minister’s Rural Housing 
Mission (Phase-1) in his 
constituency today.

First, he inaugurated 
a CMRHM house at Sam-
pang Gaon/ ward no 6 
under Zoom Gram Pan-
chayat Unit and handed 
it over to the bene iciary 
Santa Kumar Rai. 

Thereafter, he inaugu-
rated two CMRHM hous-
es at Namrick Sirubari 
and handed over to the 
bene iciaries  Sarina Rai 
and Parbat Rai. 

Later, another CM-
RHM house was inaugu-
rated at Raateypani un-
der Samsing Pipaley GPU 
and handed over to the 
bene iciary Indra Kr Rai.

During his interac-
tions with the people and 
Panchayats, he informed 
them about the one fami-
ly-one job policy envisioned 
by the Chief Minister.

The Minister also 
handed over the sanction 
order of inancial assis-
tance of Rs 2 lakh to the 
managing committee of 
HCPC Church at Pipaley. 

During his visit, Mr 

Ghatani also handed over 
an appointment letter to 
Sajit Rai at his own resi-
dence at Pipaley

The area MLA was 
accompanied by the Pan-
chayat president of the 
concerned GPUs Agam 
Rai and Anil Rai, Pancha-
yat members, Assistant 
Engineer and Junior En-
gineer from Chumbong 
BAC and others.

Lingi Paiyong School 
observes Constitution Day

Governor visits DAV School at Rangit Nagar

MLA chairs coordination meeting for 
Jorethang Maghey Mela celebrations

PC&PNDT Act awareness at Chungtang

NEEV essay 
competition 
winners 
announced

J , 26 N  
(IPR): Minister and area 
MLA of Salghari Zoom 
constituency, Arjun Ku-
mar Ghatani, chaired a 
coordination meeting for 
the Jorethang Maghey 
Sakranti Mela 2019 at 
Green Park, this evening.

The meeting was 
attended by the Chair-
person, Nayabazar Jore-
thang Municipal Council, 
Tika Gurung, Councilors, 
District Collector [West], 
Dr AB Karki, represen-
tatives from various 
departments and other 
stakeholders.

A Jorethang Maghey 
Sakranti Mela Mela Cele-
bration Committee 2019 
was formed under the 
Chief Advisorship of 
the Speaker KN Rai and 

Chief Patronship of the 
area MLA.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr. Ghatani in-
formed that Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling has 
consented to attend the 
inaugural day as chief 
guest on 14 January 2019. 

He said that the pro-
grammes at Jorethang 
Maghey Sankranti Mela 
should be representative 
of the culture and tradi-
tions and values of Sikkim.

He urged every de-
partment to display 
achievements made by 
their respective depart-
ments over the past 25 
years.  He said that a 
Sarva-Dharma Puja also 
be organised as part of 
the Mela re lecting the 
secularism practised in 

the State. 
He also informed that 

a coordination meeting 
is scheduled to be held 
in the conference hall 
of the Chief Secretary 
on 05 December with all 
the HoDs.

The Minister dis-
cussed the various com-
ponents of the celebra-
tion like AROGYA Mela, 
Job Mela, SARAS Mela, 
sports events like Bad-
minton, Muay Thai, 
Rock Climbing, Sikkim 
Run, Orange Festival, 
Yoga Exercise and other 
events to be included in 
the celebrations.

He also urged literary 
personalities from the 
constituency to carry out 
research on the historic 
signi icance of Jorethang 

Mela and publish a sou-
venir in coordination 
with the IPR Department.

He strongly stressed 
the need to maintain 
peace and tranquillity 
during the celebrations 
at all costs.

The DC West assured 
to provide all required 
support from the West 
District administration 
and urged the meeting 
to organise the event in 
a grand manner with 
peace and ensure its 
success. He also assured 
close coordination be-
tween South and West 
District administrations 
and urged concerned of-
icials to extend coopera-

tion wholeheartedly.
Additional Director, 

SIRD, Bishal Rai, present-
ed a report on expendi-
ture and account of Jore-
thang Maghey Sakranti 
Mela Celebration 2018.

Additional Super-
intendent of Police (S) 
Linda Palmo made sug-
gestions regarding main-
tenance of law and order 
and its enforcement.

Panchayats and rep-
resentatives from var-
ious GPUs, including 
Zoom, Gelling Baiguney, 
Samsing Pipaley, youth 
wings also made inputs 
at the meeting.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Constitution Day was 
observed at Lin-

gi Paiyong School in 
South Sikkim on Mon-
day. The Headmaster 
highlighted the impor-
tance of the day and 
briefed students about 
various aspects of the 
Constitution, its back-

ground and the need 
to appreciate the beau-
ty of the Constitution. 
On the occasion, the 
headmaster also read 
out the Preamble and 
explained it to the stu-
dents. A quiz competi-
tion, conducted by Yo-
gita Giri and Changzot 
Lepcha was also held 
among the students.

J , 25 N  
(IPR): Health Minister 
Arjun Kumar Ghatani 
handed over sanction 
orders of financial as-
sistance of Rs 3 lakh 
each to the managing 
committees of Himala-
ya Crusade Pentecostal 
Church and Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church at 
Jorethang, this evening. 
The Minister also hap-
pens to the area MLA.

He informed that 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling has sanc-
tioned the financial as-

sistance in the form of 
grant-in-aid to the reli-
gious centres.

The managing com-
mittees expressed grat-
itude towards the gov-
ernment for the inancial 
support to upgrade the 
religious institutions. 

Mr Ghatani also 
delved on the principle 
of inclusive politics of 
the State Government, 
the upcoming Janta Me-
las, One Family- One Job 
scheme, preparations 
for Jorethang Maghey 
Sakranti Mela 2019 etc.

N , 26 N  [IPR]: 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
visited DAV Public School 
at Rangit Nagar here to-
day escorted by Principal 
in-charge, NC Jha, Gen-
eral Manager in-charge 
Rangit Power Station 
NHPC, AK Grover, teach-
ers and students.

Addressing, the gath-
ering the Governor spoke 
in brief about the excel-
lent performance of DAV 
Public School and urged 
students to aim for great-
er heights in the future. 

He commented that 
DAV Public School should 
focus to become a one-of-

its- kind school in Sikkim 
offering education at par 
to international standards. 

He stressed that it 
was in the hands of the 
teachers to provide qual-
ity education and thus 
they should hone the 
overall skills and talent 

of the students.
Earlier, the Principal 

in-charge presented a 
brief school report.

During the course of 
the program, the Gover-
nor was also felicitated 
by Rangit Nagar NHPC Ltd 
along with the institute.

SUMMIT REPORT
C , 25 N : 

Women’s Day was 
observed here on 

24 November with a sen-
sitisation programme on 
PC&PNDT [Pre-Concep-
tion and Pre-Natal Diag-
nostic Techniques] Act. 

Dr  Tenzing Bhutia 
presented in a brief on the 
PCPNDT Act and spoke 
about the Proud Mother 
scheme of the State Govern-
ment while a doctor from 
AYUSH detailed child-care 
practices for newborns and 
care during pregnancy . 

CDPO Chungthang, Sonam 
Laden Lachungpa, spoke 
on schemes for wom-
en and children and the 
Poshan Abhiyan.

Programme was at-
tended by more than 80 
women, Anganwadi work-
ers and Anganwadi helpers.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Wandering Souls of 
Sikkim, a webzine 

and youth forum, has 
announced the results 
of the Inter School Es-
say Writing Competition 
was held as a part of its 
scholastic festival ‘NEEV: 
A Foundation for Better 
Future’ at Pakyong, East 
Sikkim on 03 Nov.

A press release in-
forms that students were 
asked to write essays 
on any Sikkimese festi-
val of their choice. The 
competition was divided 
into two categories viz. 
Secondary Level (Class 
9-10) & Senior Second-
ary Level (Class 11-12). 

Essay Papers were 
evaluated on the basis 
of Language, Content & 
Neatness by Bibhushan 
Dhungyal [Assistant 
Controller of Exams, 
Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity & Lecturer, Sikkim 
Manipal Institute of 
Medical Sciences]. 

Prajambika Shar-
ma from Sudunglakha 
School & Anisha Chettri 
from Aho Kisan School 
were adjudged winner 
and runner up respec-
tively in the second-
ary level competition; 
whereas, Anupama Upre-
ti from Mamring School 
& Anjali Chettri from 
Namcheybong School 
were adjudged winner 
and runner up in the se-
nior secondary level. 

Wandering Souls of 
Sikkim has congratulat-
ed all the winners and 
added that it shall con-
tinue to organise more 
such events in the days to 
come to provide a plat-
form for the young minds 
in the villages of Sikkim. 

Land Revenue 
beats 
Ecclesiastical 
Affairs 5-1
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N : 

Land Revenue Depart-
ment registered an 

easy victory over Ec-
clesiastical Affairs De-
partment at the ongoing 
6th Inter-Departmental 
Football Tournament here 
at Paljor Stadium on Mon-
day. Land Revenue Depart-
ment won the match 5-1 to 
earn a full three points in 
the league round.  

On Tuesday, the irst 
match will be played 
between Horticulture 
Department and BAC 
Khamdong, which will 
be followed by a match 
between SISCO Bank 
and Roads & Bridges 
Department.
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Stonewalling Without 
Workable Alternatives

The wait for reserved seats 
continues for Limboos and Tamangs 

in the absence of consensus

Another year draws to a close, and while Sikkim has 
much to celebrate for the year going by, there are 

some matters which remain unresolved and stranded at 
where they were nearly a decade and a half back. Reserved 
assembly seats for the Limboo and Tamang communities, 
in keeping with their having become Scheduled Tribes, is 
one of them. The two communities were included in the 
Scheduled Tribes list on 07 January 2003. This automati-
cally entitled them to contest from Scheduled Tribes seats, 
but when it comes to the Legislative Assembly of Sikkim, 
they have not been able to do so despite the three assem-
bly elections which have taken place since then.

For all the noise and claims and counter-claims, in-
formed not so much from reason as political positions, 
reserving seats for the Limboo and Tamang communities 
is not an issue that is easily resolved. The enormously long 
time that has passed since they became entitled to such 
seats and the continuing delay should prove that. At one 
level, it is very straightforward in that with the inclusion 
of the two communities in the Scheduled Tribes list, re-
served assembly seats for them becomes a right mandat-
ed by the Constitution of India. The prescribed calculation 
– seats in proportion to their population composition in 
Sikkim – is simple in understanding and demanding what 
is required but complicated in how one can arrive at that 
igure or ind the available seats.

Yes, things are rarely ever very simple in Sikkim.
Thumb-rule apportioning of seats cannot be under-

taken for the exacting and keenly speci ic requirements 
of matters which involve the Constitution and when the 
matter needs to be processed through multiple Ministries. 
The calculations are further vexed because they do not of-
fer an easily worked out or universally acceptable propor-
tion because of the existing set of reserved seats, which, 
because they do not follow the proportionate-to-popula-
tion allotment, make additional reservations unreason-
able for the populations left outside the segregated berths 
in the Legislative Assembly. A situation like this cannot be 
resolved solely by mathematics or rules and laws or even 
amendments to the Constitution of India and require in-
volved deliberations at all levels. The political rhetoric that 
has hounded the issue has however effectively kept such 
deliberations and hence the possible consensus at bay. 
And no, the few “deliberations” that have been claimed 
have not been across the board or without bias.

The only clear commitment on how the reserved seats 
could be apportioned had arrived in the Sikkim Legisla-
tive Assembly back in December 2008, when the Chief 
Minister had tabled a resolution on increasing the Assem-
bly strength to 40, maintaining the BL seats at 12, Sang-
ha at one and SC at two and then, from the remaining 25 
seats, setting aside seats for the Limboos and Tamangs as 
Scheduled Tribes from their proportion to the population 
for whom the remaining seats are available (40 minus the 
12 BL, 1 Sangha and 2 SC seats). This resolution was 
passed on 11 December, 2008. 2018 is ending now, and 
despite the decade that has lapsed since, there is no 
other workable formula presented by anyone. Unfor-
tunately for the two communities, there does not even 
appear to be a clear consensus on the issue either. In 
fact, it would be correct to comment that while sever-
al objections and demands are raised, the focus among 
sections outside the government appears to be to doubt 
solely for the purpose of not agreeing. It was much the 
same back in December 2008, when straight off the bat, 
there were those who cried foul and disagreed. Of course 
the proposal is complicated, but this was never going to be 
a simple issue. And while criticisms and condemnations 
are necessary reactions in a healthy democracy, the com-
munities in question would have been well served if these 
responses were backed by alternate options on how else 
the political rights of the Limboos and Tamangs as Sched-
uled Tribes could be delivered without compromising the 
political expressions of any other community or section of 
Sikkimese population. 

WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence. Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

Why bigotry is a public health problem

Victim-blaming culture holds back #MeToo in Indonesia

RONALD W. PIES
theconversation.com

Over a decade ago, I wrote a piece for a psychiat-
ric journal entitled “Is Bigotry a Mental Illness?” 
At the time, some psychiatrists were advocating 

making “pathological bigotry” or pathological bias – es-
sentially, bias so extreme it interferes with daily func-
tion and reaches near-delusional proportions – an of i-
cial psychiatric diagnosis. For a variety of medical and 
scienti ic reasons, I wound up opposing that position.

In brief, my reasoning was this: Some bigots suffer 
from mental illness, and some persons with mental ill-
ness exhibit bigotry – but that doesn’t mean that bigot-
ry per se is an illness.

Yet in the past few weeks, in light of the hatred and 
bigotry the nation has witnessed, I have been reconsid-
ering the matter. I’m still not convinced that bigotry is a 
discrete illness or disease, at least in the medical sense. 
But I do think there are good reasons to treat bigotry as 
a public health problem. This means that some of the 
approaches we take toward controlling the spread of 
disease may be applicable to pathological bigotry: for 
example, by promoting self-awareness of bigotry and 
its adverse health consequences.

In a recent piece in The New York Times, health 
care writer Kevin Sack referred to the “virulent an-
ti-Semite” who carried out the horri ic shootings at the 
Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh on Oct. 27, 2018.

It’s easy to dismiss the term “virulent” as merely 
metaphorical, but I think the issue is more complicated 
than that. In biology, “virulence” refers to the degree of 
pathology, or damage, caused by an organism. It differs 
from the term “contagious,” which refers to a disease’s 
communicability. But what if, in an important sense, 
bigotry is both virulent and contagious – that is, capa-
ble of both causing damage and spreading from person 
to person? Wouldn’t a public health approach to the 
problem make sense?
THE HARM TO VICTIMS AND TO HATERS

There is little question among mental health pro-
fessionals that bigotry can do considerable harm to the 
targets of the bigotry. What is more surprising is the evidence 
showing that those who harbor bigotry are also at risk.

For example, research by psychologist Dr. Jordan B. 
Leitner has found a correlation between explicit racial 
bias among whites and rates of circulatory disease-re-
lated death. Explicit bias refers to consciously held prej-
udice that is sometimes overtly expressed; implicit bias 
is subconscious and detected only indirectly.

In effect, Leitner’s data suggest that living in a ra-
cially hostile community is related to increased rates 
of cardiovascular death for both the group targeted by 
this bias – in this case blacks – as well as the group that 
harbors the bias.

Writing in the journal Psychological Science, Leit-
ner and his colleagues at the University of California 
Berkeley found that death rates from circulatory dis-
ease are more pronounced in communities where 
whites harbor more explicit racial bias. Both blacks and 
whites showed increased death rates, but the relation-
ship was stronger for blacks. Although correlation does 
not prove causation, clinical psychology professor Vick-
ie M. Mays and colleagues at UCLA have hypothesized 
that the experience of race-based discrimination may 
set in motion a chain of physiological events, such as 
elevated blood pressure and heart rate, that eventually 

increase the risk of death.
It’s unlikely that the adverse effects of discrimina-

tion and bigotry are limited to blacks and whites. For 
example, community health sciences professor Gilbert 
Gee and colleagues at UCLA have presented data show-
ing that Asian-Americans who report discrimination 
are at elevated risk for poorer health, especially for 
mental health problems.
BUT ARE HATRED AND BIGOTRY CONTAGIOUS?

As the adverse health effects of bigotry have been 
increasingly recognized, awareness has grown that 

hateful behaviors and their harmful effects can spread. 
For example, public health specialist Dr. Izzeldin Abue-
laish and family physician Dr. Neil Arya, in an article 
titled “Hatred – A Public Health Issue,” argue that “Ha-
tred can be conceptualized as an infectious disease, 
leading to the spread of violence, fear, and ignorance. 
Hatred is contagious; it can cross barriers and borders.”

Similarly, communications professor Adam G. Klein has 
studied the “digital hate culture,” and has concluded that “The 
speed with which online hate travels is breathtaking.”

As an example, Klein recounted a chain of events 
in which an anti-Semitic story (“Jews Destroying Their 
Own Graveyards”) appeared in the Daily Stormer, and 
was quickly followed by a lurry of anti-Semitic con-
spiracy theories spread by white supremacist David 
Duke via his podcast.

Consistent with Klein’s work, the Anti-Defamation 
League recently released a report titled, “New Hate and 
Old: The Changing Face of American White Supremacy.” 
The report found that,

“Despite the alt right’s move into the physical 
world, the internet remains its main propaganda ve-
hicle. However, alt right internet propaganda involves 
more than just Twitter and websites. In 2018, podcast-
ing plays a particularly outsized role in spreading alt 
right messages to the world.”

To be sure, tracking the spread of hatred is not like 
tracking the spread of, say, food-borne illness or the lu 
virus. After all, there is no laboratory test for the pres-
ence of hatred or bigotry.

Nevertheless, as a psychiatrist, I ind the “hatred 
contagion hypothesis” entirely plausible. In my ield, 
we see a similar phenomenon in so-called “copycat sui-
cides,” whereby a highly publicized (and often glamor-
ized) suicide appears to incite other vulnerable people 
to imitate the act.

A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH
If hatred and bigotry are indeed both harmful and 

contagious, how might a public health approach deal 
with this problem? Drs. Abuelaish and Arya suggest 
several “primary prevention” strategies, including 
promoting understanding of the adverse health con-
sequences of hatred; developing emotional self-aware-
ness and con lict resolution skills; creating “immunity” 
against provocative hate speech; and fostering an un-
derstanding of mutual respect and human rights.

In principle, these educational efforts could be in-

corporated into the curricula of elementary and middle 
schools. Indeed, the Anti-Defamation League already 
offers K-12 students in-person training and online 
resources to combat hatred, bullying, and bigotry. In 
addition, the Anti-Defamation League report urges an 
action plan that includes:

- Enacting comprehensive hate crime laws in 
every state.

- Improving the federal response to hate crimes.
- Expanding training for university administra-

tors, faculty and staff.
- Promoting community resilience program-

ming, aimed at understanding and countering 
extremist hate.

Bigotry may not be a “disease” in the strict medical 
sense of that term, akin to conditions like AIDS, coro-
nary artery disease or polio. Yet, like alcoholism and 
substance use disorders, bigotry lends itself to a “dis-
ease model.” Indeed, to call bigotry a kind of disease 
is to invoke more than a metaphor. It is to assert that 
bigotry and other forms of hatred are correlated with 
adverse health consequences; and that hatred and big-
otry can spread rapidly via social media, podcasts and 
similar modes of dissemination.

A public health approach to problems such as smok-
ing has shown demonstrable success; for example, an-
ti-tobacco mass media campaigns were partly responsible 
for changing the American public’s mind about cigarette 
smoking. Similarly, a public health approach to bigotry, 
such as the measures recommended by Abuelaish and 
Arya, will not eliminate hatred, but may at least mitigate 
the damage hatred can in lict upon society.
[the writer is Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry, Lecturer 

on Bioethics & Humanities at SUNY Upstate Medical 
University; and Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Tufts 

University School of Medicine, Tufts University]

IWAN AWALUDDIN YUSUF
theconversation.com

Women in Indonesia are join-
ing the #MeToo movement, 
with victims of sexual as-

sault reporting their abusers to au-
thorities. Recently, two cases have 
captured public attention. One was 
an alleged rape of a student of Gadjah 
Mada University (UGM) in Yogyakarta 
by a peer. The other involved unwant-
ed sexual advances over the phone by 
a school principal to one of his teach-
ers in Lombok, West Nusa Tenggara.

In the US, victims’ testimonies have 
brought down powerful men and in-
troduced new corporate norms reject-
ing sexual assault. But in Indonesia the 
women’s testimonies have criminalised 
them as victim blaming is still pervasive.

The media play a role in both ex-
posing and reinforcing such culture.
BLAMING THE VICTIM

The UGM rape case went public 
after UGM’s student press, Balairung, 
published a report. Balairung reported 
that Agni (not her real name) was sex-
ually assaulted by a fellow student iden-
ti ied as HS during a community service 
program for college credit at a village on 
Seram Island in the Moluccas.

They interviewed Agni and re-
ported in detail on the university’s re-
sponse to her report. Following her re-
port of rape, her alleged abuser was tak-
en out of the program, while she contin-
ued. However, she was given a low mark. 
The campus representatives blamed her 
for being “reckless”, hence contributing 
to the incident, as well as embarrassing 
UGM in front of local villagers.

Balairung quoted one of the female 
supervisors saying: “If you didn’t sleep 
in the same room as him, this would 
have never happened.” A male of icial 
suggested we should not be in a rush 
to call Agni a “victim”, saying: “Like a 
cat given salted ish, it will at least sniff 
it and might even eat the ish.”

Meanwhile, in Lombok, Baiq Nuril, 
a teacher who recorded a phone con-
versation between her and the head-
teacher, as evidence of unwanted sexu-
al advances, has been sentenced to six 
months in jail and a ine of Rp500 mil-
lion. She was found guilty of recording 
and spreading indecent material un-
der Indonesia’s electronic information 
and transactions law.

This case is just the tip of the ice-
berg on the prevalence of victim-blam-
ing culture in our society.

The culture is so rampant that 
many rape survivors are afraid to re-
port the case because of the risk that 
they could be criminalised for report-
ing their abuse.
THE ROLE OF MEDIA

Victim blaming is an attitude of 
putting the blame on women for the 
abuse they experience. It also takes the 
side of the perpetrators and accepts 
their side of stories.

By engaging in victim-blaming at-
titudes, society accuses women of be-
ing somehow responsible for sexual 
abuse. Such an attitude also tolerates 
the assaults and allows the abusers to 
escape punishment.

The pervasiveness of victim blaming 
in Indonesia is strongly in luenced by a 
patriarchal culture, based on an ideology 
of hierarchical relations between wom-
en and men. Under patriarchy the posi-
tion of men is more dominant and more 
in luential. Women are subordinates. As 
a result, men demand respect and obe-
dience from women to a certain extent.

News media play a role in com-
bating victim-blaming culture. Me-
dia are the primary source to inform 
how society understands violence 
against women and girls. Media in 
this case help victims to be heard. The 
Balairung‘s exposé of the UGM rape 
case, for instance, helps draw public 
attention to it.

However, media coverage can also 
reinforce victim-blaming attitudes due 

to the media tendency to represent 
women as victims, instead of survivors, 
and associate them with their lack of 
power. Media also tend to blame wom-
en in reports on sexual abuse.

Research on sexual attacks against 
Chinese descendants during the Indone-
sian political transition in May 1998, by 

Susan Blackburn from Monash University, 
Australia, highlighted the Indonesian me-
dia’s role in spreading the victim-blaming 
practice. She found that media often framed 
that rapes occurred because women pro-
voked uncontrollable male sexual urges with 
their “provocative” and “sensual” clothing. In 
other words, the media said it was women 
who were inviting rape.

The victim-blaming attitudes in pa-
triarchal society have made the survi-
vors of sexual violence suffer from dou-
ble victimisation: being raped and being 
blamed. This results in them not feeling 
safe in sharing their stories with others.

Victim blaming can also have an-
other negative consequence.

A study by Indonesian sociologist 
Ariel Heryanto of Chinese female de-
scendants who were raped and sexually 
abused in 1998 found that many of them 
chose to run away from home and attempt 
to lead a new life in a distant place due to 
trauma and fear of stigmatisation. Many 
others try to overcome the trauma by for-
getting the violence, or denying that the 

sexual violence occurred. As a result, it is 
still dif icult to obtain facts and justice re-
lated to the 1998 rape cases.

The patriarchal environment also 
reinforces the rape culture that perpetu-
ates victim-blaming attitudes. Rape cul-
ture is de ined as an environment that 
tolerates rape and sexual violence.

This culture is preserved through 
the use of sexist language, the objecti i-
cation of women’s bodies, body sham-
ing of women and the use of sexually 
explicit jokes. It creates a society that 
disregards women’s rights and safety.
DEFENDING SURVIVORS

The UGM rape case is a reminder to 
us that, in every case of rape, our prior-
ity should be to stand with the survivors. 
Public support for Baiq Nuril from Lom-
bok should also trigger reform in law 
enforcement and the judiciary to protect 
victims of sexual abuse.

Given that the victim blaming and 
rape culture are a persistent problem 
in our society, we should consistent-
ly ight against any kind of violence 
against women and girls. We must 
stand by the survivors every time, and 
not only when their cases generate a 
public outcry. We can start by respect-
ing any kind of clothing they wear.

[the writer is Lecturer in Department 
of Communications, Universitas 

Islam Indonesia (UII)]
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

RABONG SUB DIVISION
SOUTH SIKKIM

NIT No. 02/GOS/SD/R&B/Rab       Dated: 2417/11/18

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Rabong), Roads & Bridges Department invites sealed 
tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works De-
partment vide Noti ication No. 584/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 08.10.2018 & vide Noti ication No. 556/R&B/Secy. Dated 
28/08/2018, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat Ward where the work is 
to be executed. The details of works and time schedules are as under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of Work Cost of work 
put to tender 

(in Rs)

Earnest Mon-
ey @ 2.5% (in 

Rs.)

Cost of 
Tender 

documents 
(in Rs.)

Comple-
tion time

GPU/WARD

1. Construction of road from 
Thangsay PMGSY road to 
Maltini under Rabong Sub-Di-
vision in South Sikkim. (KM 
1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Barfung-Za-
rong
Ward: Upper 
Deythang ward 
no 6

2 Construction of road from 
Rayong Tinkitam PWD road to 
Ringba Gumpa under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months. GPU: Rayong 
TInkitam
Ward: Rayong 
Pipiley Ward 
No. 5

3. Construction of road from 
Rayong Tinkitam PWD road to 
Ringba Gumpa under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 2nd) 700 mtr length.

29,66,947.00 74,174.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Rayong 
Tinkitam
Ward: Rayong 
Pipiley Ward 
No. 5

4. Construction of road from 
Tinkitam PWD road to Tarmin 
P.S under Rabong Sub-Division 
in South Sikkim. (Km 1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Rayong 
Tinkitam Ward: 
Upper Tinkitam 
ward no. 1

5. Construction of road from 
Tinkitam PWD road to Tarmin 
P.S under Rabong Sub-Division 
in South Sikkim. (Km 2nd)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Rayong 
Tinkitam. Ward: 
Upper Tinkitam 
ward no. 1

6. Construction of road from 
Lingding PMGSY road to 
Lingding P.S under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung. Ward: 
Lingding ward 
no. 6

7. Construction of road from 
Lingding PMGSY road to 
Lingding P.S under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 2nd)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung. Ward: 
Lingding ward 
no. 6

8. Construction of road from 
Upper Namlung PMGSY road 
to L/Namlung Samdong 
Kalsing Ralong  under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung Ward: 
Lower Namlung 
ward no. 3

9. Construction of road from 
Upper Namlung PMGSY road 
to L/Namlung Samdong 
Kalsing Ralong  under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim 
(Km 2nd)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung Ward: 
Lower Namlung 
ward no.3

10. Construction of road from 
Upper Namlung PMGSY road 
to L/Namlung Samdong 
Kalsing Ralong  under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim 
(Km 3rd)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung Ward: 
Lower Namlung 
ward no.3

11. Construction of road from 
Upper Namlung PMGSY road 
to L/Namlung Samdong 
Kalsing Ralong  under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim 
(Km 4th)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung Ward: 
Lower Namlung 
ward no.3

12. Construction of road from 
Upper Namlung PMGSY road 
to L/Namlung Samdong 
Kalsing Ralong  under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim 
(Km 5th)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ralong 
Namlung Ward: 
Lower Namlung 
ward no.3

13. Construction of road from 
Lower Borong PWD road 
to Lower Polok PMGSY via 
Paksam Polok under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Borong 
Phamtam
Ward: Lower 
Polok ward no. 4

14. Construction of road from 
Lower Borong PWD road 
to Lower Polok PMGSY via 
Paksam Polok under Rabong 
Sub-Division in South Sikkim. 
(Km 2nd)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Borong 
Phamtam Ward: 
Lower Polok ward 
no. 4

15. Construction of road from 
Ben School to Lakhim under 
Rabong Sub-Division in South 
Sikkim. (Km 1st)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 months GPU: Ben 
Namprik. Ward: 
Nambung ward 
no. 2

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:- 

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area(Concerned Gram Panchayat 
Ward).

2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application 
would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any 
person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed 
above with all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the  a) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certi icate 
along the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated Enlistment Certi icate during 
sale/issue of the Tender Document for veri ication. 

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the 
period speci ied in as above from the of ice of the Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department, Rabong 
Sub-Division on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the scheduled Bank where the respective GPU have 
their accounts, towards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable).

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank 
which includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipts(TDR) in favour of the Senior Accounts Of i-
cer, Roads & Bridges Department, Namchi Circle Of ice. Tender form shall be issued only on production of the 
deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover with 
the name of the tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it, Supporting documents listed at Sl. 
No.3(a) above  should be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box at respective GPK’s(Panchayat Bhawan),  on the date and 
within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of 
the tenderness on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and 
Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if 
made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender 
documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the 
rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the PCE –cum- Secretary/ Head of 
the Department will be inal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as 
per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any claim is 
made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are not produced 
by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall 
not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

14. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue 
of work order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the 
contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5.00% 
of the value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time to 

time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incor-
porated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be 
cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in 
the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

20. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it 
shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government of 
Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-      
a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the 

provisions of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and 
other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent au-
thority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explo-
sives shall be maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of 
the construction period. i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held 
responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible 
site dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and noti ied by State/Central Government and 
no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

26. The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractor’s 
bills as per rules.

TIME SCHEDULE:-
1. Date of submission of application with bank Receipt

For issue of Tender Documents (excluding Tender Form)
: 20th & 21st December, 2018. 

(From 10.00am to 4.00 pm)

2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest 
Money)

: 20th & 21st December, 2018. 
(From 10.00am to 4.00 pm)

3. Last Date and Time of submission of Tender

a) Sl.No. 1 (Venue: GPK Barfung Zaroong) :- 3rd January 2019
(From 10.00 am to 12.00 pm)

b) Sl.No.2 to 5 (Venue : GPK Rayong Tinkitam) :- 4th  January 2019
(From 10.00 am to 12.00 pm)

c)  Sl.No. 6 to 12 (Venue : GPK Ralong Namlung) :- 5th   January 2019
(From 10.00 am to 12.00 pm)

d) Sl.No. 13 to 14 (Venue : GPK Borong Phamtam) :- 7th   January 2019
(From 10.00 am to 12.00 pm)

e) Sl.No. 15 (Venue : GPK Ben Namprik) :- 8th   January 2019
(From 10.00 am to 12.00 pm)

4. Date and Time of Opening of Bid
a) Sl.No. 1 (Venue: GPK Barfung Zaroong)

:-
3rd January 2019 (1 pm onwards)

b) Sl.No.2 to 5 (Venue : GPK Rayong Tinkitam) :- 4th  January 2019 (1 pm onwards)

c)  Sl.No. 6 to 12 (Venue : GPK Ralong Namlung) :- 5th   January 2019 (1 pm onwards)

d) Sl.No. 13 to 14 (Venue : GPK Borong Phamtam) :- 7th   January 2019 (1 pm onwards)

e) Sl.No. 15 (Venue : GPK Ben Namprik) :- 8th   January 2019 (1 pm onwards)

Sd/-
Asssistant Engineer,

Roads & Bridges Department,
Rabong Sub-Division,

South Sikkim.

R.O. No. 510/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 
Date: 26.11.18

Govt to review airlines’ decision to charge for all seats during web check-in
N  D , N  26 
(PTI): The government 
Monday said it was re-
viewing airlines’ decision 
to charge passengers for 
any of the seats selected 
at the time of web check-
in to ascertain whether 
the move is in compliance 
with existing rules.

No-frills airline In-
diGo, which has a do-
mestic market share of 
nearly 43 per cent, has 
been levying charges for 
web check-in since No-
vember 14. Against the 
backdrop of questions 
being raised about Indi-

Go’s move, especially on 
social media, the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) 
has said it would review 
the decision. The minis-
try has noted that airlines 
are now charging for web 
check-in for all seats. “We 
are reviewing this fees to 
see whether they fall with-
in the unbundled pricing 
framework,” it added.

It could not be imme-
diately be ascertained 
whether other budget 
carriers have also re-
vised their policies for 
web check-in.

Under IndiGo’s re-

vised policy, all seats 
are chargeable for web 
check-in. “Alternatively 
you may check-in at the 
airport for free. Seats will 
be assigned as per the 
availability,” the airline 
had said. By way of web 
check-in, passengers 
verify their presence on 
a light online and seats 
can also be chosen.

Earlier, IndiGo pas-
sengers were able to 
choose certain seats, in-
cluding aisle seats, free 
of cost while making the 
selection online. Now, 
the airline is charging 

for every seat selection 
made through the web.

Grappling with spi-
ralling operational costs, 
airlines have been look-
ing at ways to increase 
their revenues from an-
cillary services. In the 
latest September quarter, 
all the three listed car-
riers -- IndiGo, SpiceJet 
and Jet Airways -- were 
in the red.

IndiGo reported a 
loss at Rs 651 crore in the 
three months ended Sep-
tember, mainly impacted 
by high fuel cost and ru-
pee depreciation. 
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INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate 

Class/Area. The INTENDING tenderers should produce certi icate of 
proof that they belong to that particular ward in which work is pro-
posed to be taken up as given in the NIT from a gazette of icer or pref-
erably from Ward councilor.

2. The INTENDING tenderers should produce certi icate of proof that they 
belong to that particular ward. The application would invariably be 
signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not 
be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER or autho-
rized representatives.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the  a)  latest Goods & 
Services Tax registration/Certi icate b) Validated/Updated Contractor 
Enlistment Certi icate, and c) Professional Tax Clearance Certi ied with 
the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Up-
dated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/issue of the Tender Document 
for veri ication. 

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the 
Tender Form) can be obtained during the period speci ied in from the 
of ice of the Assistant Engineer, GSCD Ltd on production of requisite 
demand draft of the State Bank of Sikkim or nay nationalized bank to-
wards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable)in the name of 
the Chief Executive Of icer, Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, 
Sokaythang, Gangtok and proof of certi icate as mentioned in SL No. 1.

5.  Tender Form shall be issued only to those contractor/s on production 
of deposit receipts who has also obtained the tender Documents.  Ear-
nest money deposit @ 2.5% of cost of work put to tender should be 
from State Bank of Sikkim or any other Schedule  Nationalized Bank/s 
and it can be in the form of temporary deposit receipts(TDR) or Fixed 
Deposits Receipts in favor of the Chief Executive Of icer, Gangtok Smart 
City Development Limited (GSCDL/ GSCD Ltd), Sokaythang, Gangtok.

6. The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer 
should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and 
the name of the work superscripted on it. Certi ied copies of supporting 
documents listed at Sl. No.3(a), (b) and (c) above  should be invariably 
enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the of ice of the 
Assistant Engineer, GSCD Ltd,  on the date and within the time indicated 
above or in NIT.

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed 
by the Government in the presence of the tenderness on the date and 
time indicated above. If felt necessary, tenderers can attend the opening 
of tenders on the date and time prescribed in NIT.

GANGTOK SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT LIMITED
SOKAYTHANG, GANGTOK

SIKKIM – 737102
CIN-U9309090WB2017SGC223807

Ref No: 02/SPV/GSCDL/NF        Dated: 26.11.2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. GSCDL/TENDER/NF (I)
FOR AND BEHALF  OF THE Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, Assistant 
Engineer, GSCD ltd invites sealed tenders from the eligible contractors of appro-
priate class enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide noti ication no: 
515/R&BPWD/Secy dated 12.06.2018, 556/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 26.08.2018 
and 584/R&B/PDW/Secy dated 08.10.2018 through competitive bidding or work 
de ine as under.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Ac-
ceptance of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract and other 
laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of taxes and levies. Over writing and correction should 
be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional 
tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and 
Quantities issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Sched-
ule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates 
shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. 

11. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or mod-
ify the items of works as indicated in the NIT with assigning any reason 
thereof. The work value, scope and quantam of work are subject to change, 
the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of te GSCD Ltd. 
No claim on this account shall be entertained  if there is reduction in value/
scope/volume but if in case of increase extra claim is made shall be as per 
the agreement rates of original work.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor 
if test certificates are not produced by the contractor when called upon 
to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own 
risk and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment of such dam-
ages (if any), including accidents to labourer/s at site.

14. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the 
agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collect-
ed by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of 
work done. Earnest money deposited shall be part of security deposit. 

15. The contractors are required to register themselves tax authorities of the 
State/ Union, wherever applicable. The Contractor are also required to 
submit PAN No as per provision of Indian Income Tax Act, wherever 
applicable. 

16. The recoveries of Income Tax, GST and Royalties on Forest produces and 
any other recoveries shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from 
time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any 
contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or 
Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

17. Quarrying of stones shall be allowed only from designated approved quar-
ries. In case of carriage of non stock materials, if these materials are avail-
able at site or are actually transported from a lesser distance than indicated 
in the schedules, the department shal pay the carriage as per actual proof 
of carriage supported by permits issued be Forest department indicating 
the quarries which is required to be submitted by contractor with bill, not 
exceeding the rates as incorporated in these schedules. The contractor are 
required to submit necessary documents to ful ill the claim of payment for 
carriage of forest produce materials. 

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the no-
tice, the original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be 
initiated as per the rules.

19. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the 
State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the con-
tractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government 
of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

20. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the 
works taken at least at three stages of the construction period. i.e. begin-
ning, middle and completion stage.

21. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all 
cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence 
and shall be made to make good the damages.

22. Expenditure involved for material testing shall be borne by the contrac-
tor. The contractor shall make necessary arrangements accordingly as and 
when instructed to do so. 

23. It is accepted that the tenderer have inspected the dite before submit-
ting his bid. There may be possible site dif iculties for which the tenderer 
should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

24. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and noti-
ied by the State/Central Government and no claim shall be entertained in 

this regard whatsoever.
25. The cost of stock materials and any other article supplied from the departmental 

store/empanelled irms will be deducted from the contractor’s bill as per rules.
26. The Contractors will have to arrange all the stock and non-stock materials 

required for the work, if not arranged by the Department already, and the 
rate quoted by the Contractor should be inclusive by the Department al-
ready, and the rate quoted by the Contractor should be inclusive of any in-
crease in the rates of stock and non stock materials. No additional amount 
shall be paid for any increase in cost of stock and non stock materials.

27. Disquali ication: Even though the Applicants meet the above criteria, they 
are subject to be disquali ied if they have made misleading or false rep-
resentation in the form, statements and attachments and /or records of 
proof performances such as abandoning the work, rescinding of contract 
for which the reasons are attributable to the non-performance of the con-
tractor, consistent history or litigation awarded against the applicant or 
inancial failure due to bankruptcy. 

28. Mobilization advance shall be given only as per mission/company guide-
lines, if required, subject to availability of resources at the time of claim 

29. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should com-
mence within 15 days from the issue of work order.

30. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders 
without assigning any reason thereof.   

Time Schedule
i) Date of submission of applica-

tion with DD for issue of Tender 
Documents (excluding Tender 
Form) 

ii) Date of issue of Tender Form on 
submission of TDR (as Earnest 
Money)

iii) Date & Time of submission of 
Tender

iv) Date & Time of opening of Bid 

: 18th December 2018 
   from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM

: 19th of December 2018 
   from 11:00 AM to 3:00 Pm.

:  21st December 2018 
   up to   2:00 pm.
: 21st of December 2018 
   at 2.30 PM

Sd/-

Asistant Engineer,
GSCDL, Sokaythang

Sl. 
No.

Name of Work and 
Contract Package 

No

Cost of work 
put to tender 

(in Rs)

Earnest 
Money (in 

Rs)

Cost of Tender 
Documents (in 

Rs)

Time of 
Comple-

tion
1 Construction of 

pedestrian walk-
way from Old 
slaughter house 
(near Shere-Pun-
jab) to Indira 
Byepass (zero) 
(SIK-Gan-009-NF1) 
(Arithang Ward)

63,57,211.00 1,58,930.00 Rs. 5000.00 9 months

R.O. No. 512/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 
Date: 26.11.18
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INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate 

Class/Area. The INTENDING tenderers should produce certi icate of 
proof that they belong to that particular ward in which work is pro-
posed to be taken up as given in the NIT from a gazette of icer or pref-
erably from Ward councilor.

2. The INTENDING tenderers should produce certi icate of proof that they 
belong to that particular ward. The application would invariably be 
signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not 
be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER or autho-
rized representatives.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the  a)  latest Goods & 
Services Tax registration/Certi icate b) Validated/Updated Contractor 
Enlistment Certi icate, and c) Professional Tax Clearance Certi ied with 
the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Up-
dated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/issue of the Tender Document 
for veri ication. 

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the 
Tender Form) can be obtained during the period speci ied in from the 
of ice of the Assistant Engineer, GSCD Ltd on production of requisite 
demand draft of the State Bank of Sikkim or nay nationalized bank to-
wards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable)in the name of 
the Chief Executive Of icer, Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, 
Sokaythang, Gangtok and proof of certi icate as mentioned in SL No. 1.

5.  Tender Form shall be issued only to those contractor/s on production 
of deposit receipts who has also obtained the tender Documents.  Ear-
nest money deposit @ 2.5% of cost of work put to tender should be 
from State Bank of Sikkim or any other Schedule  Nationalized Bank/s 
and it can be in the form of temporary deposit receipts(TDR) or Fixed 
Deposits Receipts in favor of the Chief Executive Of icer, Gangtok Smart 
City Development Limited (GSCDL/ GSCD Ltd), Sokaythang, Gangtok.

6. The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer 
should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and 
the name of the work superscripted on it. Certi ied copies of supporting 
documents listed at Sl. No.3(a), (b) and (c) above  should be invariably 
enclosed with the offer.

7.  Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the of ice of the 
Assistant Engineer, GSCD Ltd,  on the date and within the time indicated 
above or in NIT.

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed 
by the Government in the presence of the tenderness on the date and 
time indicated above. If felt necessary, tenderers can attend the opening 
of tenders on the date and time prescribed in NIT.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Ac-

GANGTOK SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT LIMITED
SOKAYTHANG, GANGTOK

SIKKIM – 737102
CIN-U9309090WB2017SGC223807

Ref No: 03/SPV/GSCDL/NF        Dated: 26.11.2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. GSCDL/TENDER/NF (II)
FOR AND BEHALF OF THE Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, Assis-
tant Engineer, GSCD Ltd invited sealed tenders from the eligible contractors of 
appropriate class enlisted with Sikkim Public Department vide noti ication no: 
515/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 12.06.2018, 556/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 26.08.2018 
and 584/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 08.10.2018 through competitive bidding for 
work de ine as under.

SL.
No.

Name of Work and 
Contract Package No.

Cost of work 
put to tender 

(in Rs.)

Earnest Mon-
ey (in Rs.)

Cost of Ten-
der docu-
ments (in 

Rs.)

Time of com-
pletion.

1. Construction of pe-
destrian walkway 
from Vinayak Mission 
to Sikkim Housing 
Board colony, 6th mile 
(SIK-Gan-009-NF2) 
(Tadong Ward)

18,10,462.00 45,262.00 Rs.500.00 3 months.

ceptance of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract and other 
laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of taxes and levies. Over writing and correction should 
be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional 
tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and 
Quantities issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Sched-
ule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates 
shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. 

11. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or mod-
ify the items of works as indicated in the NIT with assigning any reason 
thereof. The work value, scope and quantam of work are subject to change, 
the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of te GSCD Ltd. 
No claim on this account shall be entertained  if there is reduction in value/
scope/volume but if in case of increase extra claim is made shall be as per 
the agreement rates of original work.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor 
if test certificates are not produced by the contractor when called upon 
to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own 
risk and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment of such dam-
ages (if any), including accidents to labourer/s at site.

14. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the 
agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collect-
ed by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of 
work done. Earnest money deposited shall be part of security deposit. 

15. The contractors are required to register themselves tax authorities of the 
State/ Union, wherever applicable. The Contractor are also required to 
submit PAN No as per provision of Indian Income Tax Act, wherever 
applicable. 

16. The recoveries of Income Tax, GST and Royalties on Forest produces and 
any other recoveries shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from 
time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any 
contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or 
Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

17. Quarrying of stones shall be allowed only from designated approved quar-
ries. In case of carriage of non stock materials, if these materials are avail-
able at site or are actually transported from a lesser distance than indicated 
in the schedules, the department shal pay the carriage as per actual proof 
of carriage supported by permits issued be Forest department indicating 
the quarries which is required to be submitted by contractor with bill, not 
exceeding the rates as incorporated in these schedules. The contractor are 
required to submit necessary documents to ful ill the claim of payment for 
carriage of forest produce materials. 

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the no-
tice, the original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be 
initiated as per the rules.

19. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the 
State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the con-
tractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government 
of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

20. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the 
works taken at least at three stages of the construction period. i.e. begin-
ning, middle and completion stage.

21. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all 
cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence 
and shall be made to make good the damages.

22. Expenditure involved for material testing shall be borne by the contrac-
tor. The contractor shall make necessary arrangements accordingly as and 
when instructed to do so. 

23. It is accepted that the tenderer have inspected the dite before submit-
ting his bid. There may be possible site dif iculties for which the tenderer 
should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

24. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and noti-
ied by the State/Central Government and no claim shall be entertained in 

this regard whatsoever.
25. The cost of stock materials and any other article supplied from the depart-

mental store/empanelled irms will be deducted from the contractor’s bill 
as per rules.

26. The Contractors will have to arrange all the stock and non-stock materials 
required for the work, if not arranged by the Department already, and the 
rate quoted by the Contractor should be inclusive by the Department al-
ready, and the rate quoted by the Contractor should be inclusive of any in-
crease in the rates of stock and non stock materials. No additional amount 
shall be paid for any increase in cost of stock and non stock materials.

27. Disquali ication: Even though the Applicants meet the above criteria, they 
are subject to be disquali ied if they have made misleading or false rep-
resentation in the form, statements and attachments and /or records of 
proof performances such as abandoning the work, rescinding of contract 
for which the reasons are attributable to the non-performance of the con-
tractor, consistent history or litigation awarded against the applicant or 
inancial failure due to bankruptcy. 

28. Mobilization advance shall be given only as per mission/company guide-
lines, if required, subject to availability of resources at the time of claim 

29. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should com-
mence within 15 days from the issue of work order.

30. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders 
without assigning any reason thereof. 

R.O. No. 513/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 
Date: 26.11.18 

Sd/-

Asistant Engineer,
GSCDL, Sokaythang

Time Schedule
i) Date of submission of applica-

tion with DD for issue of Tender 
Documents (excluding Tender 
Form) 

ii) Date of issue of Tender Form on 
submission of TDR (as Earnest 
Money)

iii) Date & Time of submission of 
Tender

iv) Date & Time of opening of Bid 

: 18th December 2018 
   from 11.00 AM to 3.00 PM

: 19th of December 2018 
   from 11:00 AM to 3:00 Pm.

:  21st December 2018 
   up to   2:00 pm.
: 21st of December 2018 
   at 2.30 PM
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EtCETERA

FUELED UP!   Actor Will Smith and his eldest son, Trey, 
wave a checkered fl ag during the Grand Prix in Abu Dhabi, 
and later on poses with race car driver, Lewis Hamilton.
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ARIES :What do you have to 
lose, Aries? The planets are 
shaking you in the hopes of 
ridding you of your old ob-
jectives to make way for new 
growth. You feel doubt where 
once there was only certainty. 
When you consider the worst 
that can happen, it may help 
you to realize that what you’re 
clinging to really isn’t all that 
important. It’s time to let go 
and begin anew.
TAURUS: You aren’t the only 
one who can solve your prob-
lems, Taurus. Trust that there 
are others who are capable 
of understanding. Those who 
want to help you are motivat-
ed only by love, with no ulte-
rior motives. It’s in your na-
ture to be skeptical, but these 
people do exist. And guess 
what? You could meet one of 
them today!

GEMINI: Have you noticed 
how delays seem to occur 
more often, Gemini? Today 
will be no exception. Some-
thing you’ve been waiting for 
has been delayed yet again. It 
may be that the order form got 
lost or that there was some 
unforeseeable delay in send-
ing it to you. Even with your 
mild-mannered Gemini tem-
perament, you’re beginning 
to be a little irked! Sit tight. All 
will be resolved shortly.
CANCER : Get outside and 
get moving, Cancer! If you can 
manage to take the day off , this 
would be a good time to release 
some energy. You used to enjoy 
competition when you were lit-
tle. Remember how exhilarating 
it was to be the fi rst to the top 
of the hill? You will fi nd your life 
greatly enriched if you can fi nd a 
way to rekindle similar feelings.

LEO: Devote the day to your 
children or partner, Leo. You 
may protest that it’s too hard to 
fi nd the time to give them the at-
tention they deserve. You don’t 
have time for yourself, much 
less anyone else. In any case, 
you will probably feel torn be-
tween what is expected of you 
and what you feel you can real-
istically give. If you want to dis-
pel the inner tension, take care 
in the choices you make in the 
next few weeks.
VIRGO: A friend or family mem-
ber is slowly poisoning your 
relationship, Virgo. A misunder-
standing between the two of you 
will ultimately prove benefi cial 
in the long run. Why? It makes 
you realize how uncomfortable 
you are with vague, ill-defi ned 
relationships. Today would be a 
good day to write a letter to the 
person in question. You’re likely 

to fi nd the results gratifying.
LIBRA: You’ve been a social 
butterfl y lately, Libra! The so-
ciable phase you’re currently in 
demands a great deal of energy. 
You’re attracted to some of your 
new acquaintances but irritated 
by others. One in particular caus-
es you real anxiety today. You 
have two choices. Either aban-
don your new group of friends en-
tirely, or expel the person who’s 
causing you trouble.
SCORPION : Your thin skin 
feels even thinner than usual 
today, Scorpio. If you happen to 
witness a violent outburst in the 
street, at work, or on television, 
you suddenly become aware 
of your vulnerability. Don’t let 
it frighten you into hiding. 
As one of the few remaining 
guardians of the world’s dwin-
dling reserves of kindness, 
you have a responsibility.

SAGITTARIUS: People some-
times say that you’re a little 
aggressive in your approach, 
Sagittarius. But today you feel a 
little tired of leading the charge 
on the battlefi eld. You can learn 
a lot from your friends who can 
teach you to think of things in 
relative terms without allowing 
yourself to become emotionally 
involved in every situation. Try 
to relax for a change!
CAPRICON: You may be a 
bit oversensitive today, Cap-
ricorn. It’s possible that you 
will be irritable and confl icted 
as you begin to suspect that 
long-term projects may not be 
fi nished. The time has come 
to take stock. There is likely a 
good reason that you’ve been 
unable to complete that project 
you undertook several months 
ago. Advice from others should 
steer you in the right direction.

AQUARIUS: There’s no point 
in trying to make sense of to-
day, Aquarius. Much of what 
happens occurs on an un-
conscious level and defies 
any rational explanation. You 
may have had a dream last 
night worthy of professional 
interpretation. If you can bear 
turning off your intellect, this 
could be a very profitable day 
for you.
 PISCES: This is a confusing 
period for all of us, Pisces. But 
no doubt you’ve noticed this. 
In such circumstances, some 
people become more rigid than 
ever because they resist dra-
matic change. They try to hold 
on to tradition. Your Pisces 
sensitivity makes you very re-
ceptive to the past, but current 
conditions should inspire you 
to let go of some of your con-
victions.

Hollywood and Bollywood stars 
bond over Andy Serkis’ ‘Mowgli’

BEDIKA
M , N  26 (PTI): It was a rare 
sight to see two centres of ilmmaking 
-- Hollywood and Bollywood -- share 
the same stage to talk about Net lix’s 
“Mowgli”, Andy Serkis’ take on Rudyard 
Kipling’s classic story about a man cub 
raised by wolves in the jungles of India.

The ilm’s Indian voice cast -- 
Abhishek Bachchan, Madhuri Dixit, 
Anil Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor Khan 
-- and their Hollywood counterparts 
-- writer-director Serkis, Batman star 
Christian Bale, child actor Rohan Chand 
and Freida Pinto -- introduced the ilm’s 
Hindi trailer here on Sunday at a press 
conference ahead of its world premiere.

It was interesting to see talents from 
two industries mingle over a story, writ-
ten by a British writer, who was born 
in colonial India. The tale itself follows 
a boy caught up between two different 
worlds -- mankind and animal kind.

Serkis, whose tone is darker than the 
earlier child-friendly versions of the sto-
ry, said it was important for him to root 
it in India and bring the ilm here.

“I am thrilled that we are opening 
the ilm here. The ilm has come to the 
root source, to tell this story, an interpre-
tation that has never been in a country 
that inspired the story. In this age, you 
can’t make a movie on this subject and not 
ground it in Indian culture,” Serkis said.

The director said his version is about 
the identity crisis of Mowgli and how he 
comes to terms with it.

“The different thing that separates 
this version from earlier ones is that it 
is really searching for the heart of Mow-
gli. In many other adaptations, it seems 
like Mowgli is on the side while other 
animals take a star turn. We have a very 
Mowgli-centric story. It is about the 
complex, psychological, emotional jour-
ney of self discovery. It is about what it 
is to be torn between two worlds, that’s 
the heart of it. Tonally, it is closer to the 
book,” he said.

“Other adaptations have not gone 
that far to extract that visceral sense of 
what it is to be caught between or not 
have a real sense of belonging,” he added.

Bale, who has voiced Bagheera, an el-
der brother-mentor to Mowgli, said it was 
important to present the ilm in India.

The actor said he found lots of sim-
ilarities between the three central 
characters Mowgli, Bagheera and ilm’s 
antagonist Shere Khan but Bagheera, 
despite being caged by humans, does 
not hate the man cub and forms an emo-
tional bond with him. He is also the only 
character, who understands how Mowg-
li is torn about his identity.

“Like Mowgli, Bagheera had to work 
out who he was. He has taken the dam-

age and turned it into love and positivity 
whereas Shere Khan has taken it and turned 
it into bitterness and hatred,” Bale said.

Serkis is ahead of the pack when it 
comes to performance capture and Bale 
said he would often turn to his director to 
understand the nuances of the technology.

“He (Serkis) has always been a phe-
nomenal actor. He has really mastered 
this whole performance capture thing 
He would guide me on that,” Bale said.

It was also a reunion of sorts for 
“Slumdog Millionaire” stars Anil Ka-
poor and Freida Pinto. Kapoor voices 
Baloo in the Hindi version while Freida 
has dubbed for both the versions of her 
character. She plays Messua, the human 
adoptive mother of Mowgli in the ilm.

“The most beautiful part about 
‘Mowgli’ is that it is an ode to India. I 
remember Andy telling me before I left 
for South Africa that he wanted me to 
do my parts in Hindi,” Freida said, adding 
that she loved the fact that she got to enjoy 
a version of Holi festival and sing a beauti-
ful Hindi lullaby, written and composed by 
Indian-American musician Nitin Sawhney.

“All of these beautiful things I associ-
ate with India came to life in that movie,” 
Freida, who irst worked with Serkis on 
“Rise of the Planet of the Apes”, said.

Abhishek, who has voiced Bagheera 
in the Hindi version, said it was chal-
lenging to it Hindi into English lines as 
both languages are different in tone and 
to Indianise it was dif icult.

He credited Bale’s brilliant perfor-
mance for helping him understand the 
tone of the character.

Kapoor, who dubbed the beloved 
bear, Baloo, in the Hindi version, said it 
was the voice of Serkis that guided him 
in the moments of doubt.

“Whenever I would get stuck, I 
would listen to Andy’s voice over and 
over again, and try to igure out what 
emotion he was going for, what he was 
thinking,” Anil said.

Madhuri said she had a blast while 

doing voice work for Mowgli’s wolf 
mother, Nisha, a role originally per-
formed by British actor Naomie Harris.

She described the character as “fero-
cious” and said Nisha is really protective 
of the man cub who she adopts as her 
own despite the difference.

Sounding wise beyond his years, Ro-
han Chand, who portrays Mowgli, said 
the character has always been his hero 
but he really worked hard, physically, to 
portray the character.

“Mowgli: The Legend of the Jungle” 
will stream on Net lix from December 7.

Patriarchal mindset greatest 
apartheid on the planet: Adil

Stupid to ask for 
proof from women 

who’ve come out, says 
Karan on #MeToo

M , N  26 (PTI): Filmmaker 
Karan Johar says the stories which 
came out in the wake of the #MeToo 
movement were heartbreaking and 
believes it is “lame and stupid” for 
people to say “there’s no proof” to 
support the claims of women.

Karan said women who have come 
out with their stories of harassment 
need to be applauded and believed.

“Every woman, who has a voice, 
has to be respected, applauded for 
coming out there and it is essential to 
believe every given voice. You cannot 
say there’s no proof. That is a lame, 
masculine, stupid thing to say. When a 
woman comes out, she expresses her 
heart out, she is right and you believe 
her,” Karan said.

The director was in conversation 
with journalist Barkha Dutt at We 
The Women event on Sunday. When 
asked if the heavyweights of the in-
dustry did not support the movement 
enough, the director said everyone 
did in their own capacity. “Not every-
one has to go online and say it.  

Actor Adil Hussain says patriarchy is 
“the greatest apartheid” as it alienates 
half of the population in the world. 

Lending his support to #MeToo movement, 
the actor says it is appalling how people are 
putting women down when they are naming 
and shaming their abusers. “How do we get 
rid of the patriarchal mindset that men have 
been drilled to believe in that men are supe-
rior than women? I think that is the greatest 
apartheid on the planet. Not towards blacks, 
not towards Dalits, but towards women. Half 
the population on the planet is being done 
injustice to at any given time through words, 
actions, in society, in politics, everywhere.

“And we don’t even recognise it when they 
come out in public and say ‘you have done 
this to me’. And we try to put her down?” Hus-
sain told PTI on the sidelines of the ongoing 
International Film Festival of India (IFFI).

The actor says it is “tricky” to get a bigger 
picture today but at least there is a fear that 
has crept in the minds of the oppressors.

“It’s a dif icult time... Then I thought that at 

least out of fear of being 
exposed, people will stop. 
But is that a good thing? 
At least out of fear of jus-
tice most people don’t go 
out to kill people. Justice 
system is one of the most 
lowest mechanism to keep 
law and order. To keep the 
balance so that we don’t fall into chaos. “Ideally, 
we should be harmonious, respect each other, 
have compassion and all these glori ied words. 
But we don’t, so we have a system.”

He says there will be a few cases whose real 
intent lies in vendetta or maligning someone 
but the movement is too important for the times 
to be diluted. “Yes, some people will take advan-
tage. I think it is like those times when the law is 
misused sometimes. But that doesn’t mean that 
we get rid of the justice system. This (#MeToo) 
is way more important than the amount of mis-
use which is happening, if at all it is happening.”

Hussain says #MeToo is a starting point and 
the society will slowly go into introspection.


