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Chamling campaigns at 4 constituencies SDF lost in 2014
arpan praDhan
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

SDF party president, 
Chief Minister Pawan 

Chammling, addressed 
four public meeting in a 
single day today and also 
visited MG Marg here as 
part of his election cam-
paign  programme. Inter-
estingly, the four campaign 
stops  took Mr Chamling 
to the four constituencies 
which gone to the Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha in the 
last elections.

Mr Chamling covered 
the constituencies of 

Gangtok, Arithang, Syari 
and Upper Burtuk in his 
tour today and addressed 
meeting at the Paljor Sta-
dium premises, Rai Go-
an-Lower Syari, Ranipool 
and Chandmari.

SDF’s Vijay Sankalp 
Yatra started today with 
Mr Chamling arriving at 
MG Marg in the morn-
ing and interacting with 
members of the business 
community and residents 
of the area. During this 
interaction, Mr Cham-
ling invited the people to 
share their grievances and 

problems and assured to 
look into them in his next 
government.

In his address at var-

ious locations today, the 
Chief Minister stressed 
that it should be clear to 
the people that the SKM 

was prone to violence, a 
flaw which would make 
daily life stressful for 
them and unleash a fear 

psychosis unhealthy for 
democracy.

He urged the people 
to vote for SDF to sustain 
the peace and security 
that the SDF government 
has worked hard to pre-
serve in the State. 

“We are confident 
that the people of Sikkim 
will make the right deci-
sion on 11 April” he said.

“A party which re-
sorts to violence so of-
ten when in Opposition 
will only become more 
brazen and oppressive 
should it get voted into 

power,” he stressed while 
inviting the people to 
evaluate carefully which 
approach to politics 
works for them – a poli-
tics of intimidation or the 
politics of consensus.

He also addressed 
the issue of former SDF 
councilor, Ashish Rai, 
contesting from Arithang 
as an independent can-
didate. He announced 
today that in the “un-
likely” event that Mr Rai 
wins, he will not be tak-
en back into the SDF.
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Look at SKM and my track-record and vote 
for Aditya, Golay appeals to Soreng-Chakung
Summit report
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

A constituency-level 
meeting of the Sik-

kim Krantikari Morcha for 
Soreng-Chakung was held 
at Mangalbaria bazaar in 
West Sikkim on Monday. 

The meeting was 
chaired by SKM presi-
dent, PS Tamang [Golay], 
accompanied by working 
president MP Subba, Lok 
Sabha candidate, Indra 
Hang Subba, Chakung-
Soreng candidate, Aditya 
Golay and other leaders 
and workers of the party.

An SKM press release 
informs that 103 families 
from the SDF camp joined 
SKM at the meeting.

In his address, the 
SKM president comment-

ed that people of the con-
stituency were aware of 
the developmental works 
undertaken during his 
tenure as MLA. 

He expressed hap-
piness and satisfaction 
with his work in the con-
stituency and providing 
opportunities to youth of 
the area. 

Mr Tamang also al-
leged that the CM has been 

threatening the electorate 
out of desperation. 

He urged the people 
of the constituency to 
look at the party and his 
track-record to vote for his 
son, Aditya Golay, on his 
debut in electoral politics 
from the constituency.

Without taking any 
names, he alleged that 
a senior politician and 
former Minister has been 
playing with the senti-
ments of the people of 
the area after having split 
from SDF, floated his own 
party and then returning 
to the SDF. He expressed 
confidence that people of 
the constituency will give 
a befitting reply to the 
said politician.
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East District 
Poll Stats 
Gangtok, 08 Apr [IPR]:  
The District Election Offi-
cer, East, Kapil Meena has 
informed that all prepa-
rations have been made 
for the Poll Day to carry 
out Polling process on 11 
April in the East District.

Except the overlap-
ping areas of Tumin Lin-
gee and Kabi Lungchok 
Assembly Constituencies 
(AC), there are 12 Assem-
bly Constituencies in the 
district having 214 nos of 
Polling Stations.

The total number of 
voters/electors in East 
District is 1,90,135.

Out of 12 ACs of East 
District, Rhenock is the 
largest with maximum 
27 Polling Stations and 
17,284 voters. 

Chujachen AC has 
25 polling stations with 
17,645 voters. Upper 
Tadong has the fewest 
number of 08 polling sta-
tions for its 10,315 voters.

The farthest Polling 
Stations in the district 
are Rolep Secondary 
School at 84 kms and  
Latuk Primary School at 
81 kms distance from the 
dispatch centre.

Zuluk and Gnathang 
Polling Stations are close 
to 78 kms away and are 
the highest, being sit-
uated at an altitude of 
13,100 and 13,500 feet 
respectively.

For 214 Polling Sta-
tions, there are approx-
imately 2100 polling 
personnel including 430 
Police personnel.

In Gnathang Machong 
AC, the smallest polling 
station of the district is 
situated in Part No.20 
Gnathang PS which has 
only 180 electors.

The total contesting 
candidates stand at 71 
for 13 ACs including 
Sangha in East District 
and 11 more candi-
dates contesting in the 
Sikkim Parliamentary 
Constituency.

There will be 24 Sec-
tor Magistrates and 5 
Zonal Magistrates for 
carrying out various as-
signed duties on the Poll 
Day including replace-
ment of defective EVMs/
VVPATs. There will be a 
total of 10 All Women Poll-
ing stations called Pink 
Polling Stations which will 
be manned by all women 
polling parties.

A total of 15 polling 
stations in the district are
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SKm colluding to give BJp backdoor 
entry into Sikkim, alleges SDF

Summit report
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front spokesperson, 

Lok Sabha MP, PD Rai, 
alleged today that Sikkim 
Krantikari Morch was 
working to give back-
door entry to Bharatiya 
Janata Party in Sikkim. 
He argued that recent 
statements of BJP nation-
al leaders have exposed 
this secret pact between 
BJP and SKM.

Addressing a press 
conference this after-
noon, Mr Rai stated that 
BJP’s comments that 
it would look at post-
poll alliances to follow 
through on its “Modi in, 
Chamling Out” slogan 
clearly revealed that a 
tie-up with SKM was on 
the cards should their 
numbers add up.

BJP, it may be re-
called, is contesting only 
12 assembly seats when 

the halfway mark here is 
16. On its own, it cannot 
form a government here.

The ‘Modi In, Cham-
ling Out’ campaign slo-
gan, he said, shows how 
BJP looks at Sikkim. 

He argued that when 
the public response to a 
possible SKM-BJP alliance 
was negative, they called it 
off in public when it reali-
ty, the alliance was clearly 
still alive.

He also pointed out 
to how BJP has cobbled 
together governments in 
elsewhere in the North-
east where on its own, it 
is practically a nonentity.

Mr Rai also chal-
lenged SKM to explain 
to the people how it was 
projecting PS Tamang 
[Golay] as the chief min-
isterial candidate when 
he is clearly disquali-
fied by law  to hold any 
constitutional or elect-
ed post or even become 

a nominated chairman 
because of his conviction 
and subsequent imprison-
ment in a corruption case.

He stressed that the 
youth and government 
employees need to eval-
uate these realities care-
fully as it posed a danger 
to Sikkim. 

He also argued that 
the ease with which BJP 
was promising to deliv-
er LT seat reservation 
should it do well in Sik-
kim proved that it al-
ways had the capacity 
to grant these seats but 
had intentionally denied 
this constitutional right 
of the Limboos and Ta-
mangs thus far. Seat res-
ervation in the legislative 
assembly was a Central 
matter, he added.

SDF spokesperson, 
Bhim Dahal, also alleged 
a “hidden relationship” 
between SKM and BJP and 
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ro north holds meeting on 
dispatch of polling materials 

Mangan, 08 Apr (IPR): District 
Election Officer (DEO) cum Re-
turning Officer (RO), North, Raj Ya-
dav conducted a meeting with the 
concerned officials for dispatch/
receipt of polling materials and 
polling parties here at the confer-
ence hall of District Administrative 
Centre (DAC), today.

DEO/RO informed about the 
duties and responsibilities of the of-

ficials those who are engaged with 
dispatch/receipt of polling materi-
als and parties at New Strong Room 
on 10 and 11 Apr.

As informed by the DEO/RO, the 
District Election Office has estab-
lished separated counter for Or-
der Display, Order Distribution, 
TA/DA, Numbered Documents, 
EVM-PC, EVM-AC, Bags, Number/
PPT/Torch, Food Coupon, Voting 

Compartment, EVM Checking, Se-
curity Personnel, Food Stall, Ve-
hicle details at newly constructed 
Block of DAC.

While, briefing the duties of the 
officials engaged with dispatch/re-
ceipt of polling materials and par-
ties, he has instructed all officials 
to discharge their duty with utmost 
dedication to achieve error free elec-
tion process.

Inspection of Accounts by Expenditure Observer
Namchi, 08 Apr (IPR): 
The third round of in-
spection of Accounts and 
re-conciliation for the 
contesting candidates of 
South District was con-
ducted successfully by 
Expenditure Observer 
for Assembly Constituen-
cies, BG Krishnan at DAC 
Namchi today.

The Expenditure Ob-
server inspected the Ac-
counts Register of four 
constituencies under 
South District namely 
Barfung, Poklok-Kam-
rang, Namchi-Sing-
hithang and Melli in the 
presence of Assistant 
Expenditure Observers 
(AEOs) and Expenditure 
Agents of all the candi-
dates of the four con-

stituencies. Mr Krishnan 
thoroughly examined the 
Shadow Observer Regis-
ter against the expendi-
ture register for the con-
testing candidates while 
also checking the tally of 

expenses incurred so far.
It may be mentioned 

here that the third 
round of inspection 
for the remaining four 
constituencies name-
ly Namthang-Ratey-

pani, Temi-Namphing, 
Rangang-Yangang and 
Tumin-Lingi constituen-
cies will be conducted 
by Expenditure Observ-
er, Inder Solanki at DAC 
Namchi on 09 April.

Accessibility Observer visits 
Polling Stations in North

Mangan, 08 Apr (IPR): 
Accessibility Observer 
(AO) for North and East, 
Sikkim General Election 
2019, Vishal Chauhan, 
Commissioner cum Secre-
tary, Health Department, 
Government of Sikkim 
visited various Polling Sta-
tions of North district to 
assess the facilities related 
to Person with Disability 
(PwD) voters.

Altogether, Mr 
Chauhan visited five 
Polling Stations of 
the district which are 
29/07-Pangthang Ju-
nior High School (JHS), 
29/19-Tingda Primary 
School (Model Polling 
Station), 30/17-Mang-
shila Panchayat Ghar, 
3 0 / 1 5 - T i n g c h i m 
Secondary School, 
31/10-Mangan Senior 
Secondary School (Mod-
el Polling Station).

Accessibility Observ-
er was received by K R 
Limboo, ADC (Devel-
opment), Mangan cum 
District Nodal Officer, 

Accessible Elections at 
Pangthang JHS.

Inspecting the Poll-
ing Station and accessible 
school toilets Mr Chauhan 
directed Booth Level Officer 
(BLO) to facilitate the PwD 
voters on Poll day with the 
help of PwD volunteers. He 
also asked BLO to provide 
transport facilities to PwD 
voters on poll day.

He instructed Sec-
tor Magistrate of differ-
ent sectors to construct 
temporary Ramp and 
arrange Locomotors for 
PwD voters as per exi-
gency. BLOs must ensure 

that the Presiding Offi-
cers vehicle will be pro-
vided to bring PwD vot-
ers to cast their vote at 
their respective Polling 
Stations, he said.

After completion of 
inspection, AO, Mr Chau-
han had a meeting with 
District Election Officer 
(DEO) cum Returning 
Officer (RO), North, Raj 
Kr. Yadav, and discussed 
on accessible election 
at length. AO has ex-
pressed his full satisfac-
tion over preparedness 
of accessible election in 
the district.

Signature campaign “pledge 
to Vote’ launched in north

Mangan, 08 Apr (IPR): 
As a part of the Systemat-
ic Voters’ Education and 
Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) campaign and 
to improve voting per-
centage, District Election 
Office, North launched 
Signature Campaign on 
‘PLEDGE TO VOTE’ at 
the premises of District 
Administrative Centre 
(DAC), Mangan today. 
Banners have been put 
up on Mobile Van which 
will round up whole dis-
trict on 9th and 10th of 
April. The banner en-
courages the voters of 
the district to cast their 
vote by signing on the 
pledge board.

The campaign was 
started by signing on 
the board by the Gener-
al Observer (GO), North, 
Dr. Pratibha Singh, IAS, 

District Election Officer 
(DEO) cum Returning 
Officer (RO), North, Raj 
Yadav and ADC (Devel-
opment), K R Limboo fol-
lowed by the officers and 
staffs of the district.

After the signing on 
the board GO, Dr. Singh, 
DEO/RO, Mr Yadav and 
ADC (Dev) Mr Limboo 
appealed the general 
public of the district to 
come forward to cast 
their valuable vote on 

April 11.
DEO/RO, Mr Yadav 

informed that voting per-
centage of north district 
as on 2014 was 80% and 
this time the Election 
Office of the district has 
anticipated 90% of vote 
cast in the district.

GO, Dr. Singh has ap-
pealed to every single 
individual to cast their 
vote in order to achieve 
an inclusive and suc-
cessful election.

SR Subba campaigns 
in Malbasey

Summit report
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

Sikkim Democratic 
Front’s ward-wise 

‘Jansamparka Abhiyan’ 
was successfully led by 
Soreong-Chakung can-
didate, Sancha Raj Sub-
ba at Malbasey block 
on 07 April. He also 
visited Nupling Gumpa 
and Ashram of Manav 
Uthan Sewa Samiti at 

Pakkigaon, a press re-
lease informs. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Subba said that 
he has come amidst pub-
lic to interact with them 
and introduce himself as 
the party’s candidate for 
the constituency. He as-
sured to work with sin-
cerity and dedication if 
chosen by the people, the 
release mentions. 

Sensitization on menstrual 
hygiene in middle Camp School

Summit report
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

A daylong sensitiza-
tion program came 

to an end at Middle 
Camp Sec School, which 
began on 07 March. The 
awareness program was 
organized by the BAC – 
Martam on Menstrual 
Hygiene in association 

with ESS India, Gangtok, 
a press release informs. 

The awareness pro-
gram focused on the 
menstrual Hygiene and 
also discussed about the 
various myths and taboos 
related to menstruation. 
The ESS India team gave 
tips on Menstrual Hygiene 
and also the importance 

of reduction in use of san-
itary pads while opting 
for environment friendly 
alternatives. 

The awareness pro-
gram was well received 
by both the male and fe-
male students, and the 
teaching staff also appre-
ciated the initiative taken 
by the BAC – Martam.

Third round of training for Presiding and Polling Officers in South
Namchi, 08 Apr (IPR): The five 
day long ‘third round of training 
for Presiding and Polling Officers’ 
for South district which was held 
simultaneously at Community 
Hall and auditorium of Namchi 
Girls Senior Secondary School 
concluded today. The master 
trainers for the training were 
Hemant Rai, Bimal Chandra Rai 
and Jigme W Bhutia along with 
various election officials.

Master Trainer, Hemant Rai 
informed the trainees that ade-
quate assistance should be provid-
ed to voters under PwD and senior 
citizens. He updated that these offi-
cials should also be aware that the 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
from this year onwards will also in-
clude Braille signage feature for the 
differently-abled voters to exercise 
their franchise. 

He added that the basic 
minimum facilities like wheel 
chairs, ramps and necessary 

equipments will be available for 
the PwD voters in all the polling 
stations in the district. Mr Rai 
further urged the attendees to be 
well versed with the rule book is-
sued by the Election Commission 
of India and emphasized that they 
should also pass on reports to be 
filled by them in the beginning, 
during and ending of the polls.

Similarly, Master Trainer, 
Bimal Chandra Rai explained 
in detail the functions of Vot-
ers Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPATs) which he updated is 

being introduced and will be 
used for the first time in the en-
suing General Elections in the 
state. He said that one of the key 
characters of VVPAT is that once 
a vote is cast on the EVM, the 
information will be displayed 
on the VVPAT machine and the 
vote will be visible to the voters 
for seven seconds after which it 
gets stored in the machine. 

The trainer also briefly ex-
pounded about the importance 
of mock poll which he said 
should commence an hour pri-

or to the actual polls and that 
there should be no paper slips 
during the process of mock poll. 
He elaborated that mock polls 
has to be recorded for issuance 
of certificate and for better 
transparency and the data of the 
mock poll should be deleted be-
fore the official poll starts. 

He also spelt out the vari-
ous roles and responsibilities 
that the presiding and polling 
officers need to follow such as 
being inclusive in nature, pre-
paring documents, managing 
complaints, closing of polls and 
sealing of EVMs.

During the course of the 
training the election officials 
also spoke about the android 
application named ‘Poll Star’ 
which should be downloaded by 
the officials as this app is meant 
to monitor the various import-
ant activities pertaining to poll-
ing stations during the poll day.

Final training for presiding 
and polling personnel in West 

Gyalshing, 08 Apr (IPR): 
The four day long final 
round training which 
started from 5th April, 
2019 for Presiding and 
Polling Officers of West 
District for the forthcom-
ing election 2019 con-
cluded on 8th April, 2019 
at the Community Hall, 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim. 

The training has 
the presence of District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
West, Karma R. Bon-
po along with Karma 
L. Lepcha, ADC (W) and 
the Master trainer, K.C.S 
Tongden Lepcha.

Addressing the gath-
ering, DEO, Mr. Bonpo 
emphasised on forming 
the respective polling 
teams today itself and 
understand the task at 
hand and to perform 
their assignment as per 
the guidelines and leave 
no room for any errors. 
He suggested officers 
present to take consulta-
tions for any clarification 
or confusion. 

He informed that, the 
mock poll of Electronic 
Voting Machine (EVM) 
and Voter Verifiable Pa-
per Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
is mandatory at the Poll-
ing Station before start-
ing the general voting in 
presence of the polling 

agents of the political 
parties. He gave stress 
on filling up the “FORM 
17 A” “FORM 17C” and 
PRESIDING OFFICER’s 
DIARY strictly. 

He also made clear 
to them about the duty 
of Presiding and Poll-
ing Officers after the 
poll is over.

The Master trainer, 
Mrs. Tongden gave di-
rections on general du-
ties of the presiding and 
polling officers, wherein 
she explained in detail 
about the role and re-
sponsibilities of the offi-
cers for conducting the 
election successfully. 

The hands on training 
on Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVM) and VVPAT 
and its technical aspects 
were attended by all the 
present participants. The 
Polling materials and 
commissioned EVMs and 
VVPATs to Polling Par-
ties will be distributed 
from 8 am onward on the 
10th April, 2019 at the 
Auditorium Hall, Girls 
Senior Secondary School, 
Kyongsa, Gyalshing, 
West Sikkim. However, 
the strong room will be 
opened at 7 am on 10th 
April, 2019 in the pres-
ence of representatives 
of Political Parties.

Libya clashes 
resume with 
35 dead, 
thousands 
displaced
Tripoli, Apr 8 (AFP): 
Libyan military strong-
man Khalifa Haftar 
pushed on with his as-
sault on Tripoli Monday, 
defying international 
calls for a ceasefire days 
into a battle that has left 
dozens dead.

At least 35 people 
have been killed in fight-
ing since Haftar’s forces 
launched their assault 
Thursday, Libya’s unity 
government said, while 
the UN says thousands 
have been displaced.

Oil-rich Libya has 
been rocked by violent 
power struggles be-
tween an array of armed 
groups since the NA-
TO-backed overthrow of 
dictator Moamer Kadhafi 
in 2011.

Haftar, a former Kad-
hafi military chief, has 
emerged as a major play-
er, his self-styled Libyan 
National Army backing 
an administration in the 
country’s east in oppo-
sition to the UN-backed 
unity government based 
in Tripoli.

Having seized con-
trol of much of eastern 
Libya and buoyed by 
a series of victories in 
the desert south, Haftar 
turned his sights on Trip-
oli this month, vowing to 
“cleanse” it of “terrorists 
and mercenaries”.

After a pause over-
night, fighting resumed 
Monday morning around 
the capital’s destroyed 
airport, some 30 kilome-
tres south of Tripoli, and 
the rural area of Wadi 
Rabi further east.

World powers have 
expressed alarm at 
the violence, saying it 
threatens to further 
destabilise Libya and 
derail UN-led efforts to 
find a political solution 
to the country’s woes.

The US has appealed 
for an “immediate halt” 
to combat operations 
and the UN Security 
Council has called on 
Haftar’s forces to halt 
their advance.

On Sunday Russia 
blocked proposals for 
the council to adopt a 
formal statement, in-
stead insisting that all 
Libyan forces be urged 
to stop fighting, diplo-
mats said.

Moscow is a key sup-
porter of Haftar, along 
with Egypt and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates.

But the Kremlin on 
Monday urged “all sides 
to reject actions that 
could provoke blood-
shed in battle and the 
deaths of civilians”.

Fierce clashes Sun-
day near Tripoli saw 
Haftar’s fighters and an 
array of powerful west-
ern Libyan armed groups 
exchanging fire including 
air strikes.

Forces backing the 
Tripoli-based Govern-
ment of National Accord 
on Sunday announced a 
counteroffensive named 
“Volcano of Anger”.

Spokesman Colonel 
Mohamed Gnounou said 
it was aimed at “purging 
all Libyan cities of ag-
gressor and illegitimate 
forces”, in reference to 
Haftar’s fighters.

Unity government 
health minister A’hmid 
Omar told Libya’s 
Al-Ahrar television sta-
tion late Sunday that 
around 50 people had 
been wounded along 
with those killed. 
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training on dispatch of 
polling materials in east

Gangtok, 08 Apr (IPR): 
a training session on dis-
patch of Polling Materials 
for Assembly and Parlia-
mentary Constituency 
Elections to the Polling 
Parties was held at the 
Strong Room Premis-
es at Brihaspati Par-
sai Senior Secondary 
School, Ranipool.

The training session 
was chaired by the Dis-
trict Election Officer/
East-cum RO, Kapil Mee-
na, ADC/East-cum-RO, 
Bharani Kumar, ADC Pa-
kyong, Urvashi Poudal.

The DEO thanked all 
the officials engaged for 
a successful commis-
sioning of the EVMs and 
VVPATS. He informed 

them that the Strong-
room seal will be broken 
on the 10th of April at 
7:30 AM and thereby 
the dispatch process 
will start at 8 AM for 
the convenience of all. 
He informed that the 
farthest polling party 
would be the first ones 
to be dispatched with 
the Polling Materials. 

He said that the same 
set of teams would con-
tinue with the same-pre 
assigned constituen-
cies and changes, if any, 
would be communicated 
to the teams. The DEO 
further enlightened the 
teams that they would 
be co-ordinating with 
the Sector Magistrates, 

Presiding Officers and the 
Polling Officers and collect-
ing timely updates as per 
the guidelines of the ECI and 
reporting them table wise to 
the DEO and the ARO’s. 

He directed that one 
member from each team 
would keep a check on 
the concerned constitu-
ency strong room activity 
to ensure that the correct 
materials are dispatched 
along with the correct 
team. He solicited coop-
eration and efficiency 
from all to avoid any last 
minute glitches during 
the dispatch day.

ADC Pakyong, Ur-
vashi Poudal, briefed the 
teams about their roles 
and responsibilities lead-

ing to an unobstructed 
routine during the day 
of dispatch. She stressed 
on the importance of 
writing the names of 
the polling stations and 
constituencies on the 
bags and ensuring that 
all the polling materials 
are compiled in the bag 
that would be dispatched 
with the polling parties. 

She stated that distin-
guishing marks need to 
be used by the Presiding 
Officers for easy identifi-
cation of the polling ma-
terials and also briefed 
the team on the Presid-
ing Officers checklist  for 
11 documents that need 
to be  fulfilled by the 
voters to be able to vote 
along with specimen 
signatures of the candi-
dates. She went on to in-
form that teams need to 
maintain a list of contact 
details of the Sector Mag-
istrates and the Presid-
ing and Polling officers.  

In conclusion, Ms 
Poudal stated that the 
efforts of the team will 
have a domino effect 
and hence, everybody 
should deliver their re-
sponsibilities with ut-
most sincerity, dedica-
tion and calmness.

Third 
inspection 
of accounts 
held in East
Gangtok, 08 Apr (IPR): 
The third Inspection of 
accounts of candidates 
contesting in General 
Election 2019 was con-
ducted at EDZP Confer-
ence Hall in the presence 
of Expenditure Observ-
ers on 08 Apr, 2019. In 
this inspection, accounts 
of candidates were rec-
onciled with the records 
maintained by the AEOs. 
Notices were issued to 
candidates who failed to 
produce their accounts 
themselves or through 
their agents.

Democracy in danger under 
SDF, says Bharat Basnet

reBYna rana
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

President Sikkim Pradesh 
Congress Committee 

and Lok Sabha candidate, 
Bharat Basnet today stat-
ed that if the Central 
government does not 
keep a check on region-
al parties in Sikkim, the 
State could become like 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

The central govern-
ment has not paid great 
attention to internal mat-
ters of the State, since it is 
a small state but this has 
also given a free hand to 
the regional party ruling 

the State to do as it likes, 
endangering democracy 
itself, he added.

Addressing a media 
conference today, Mr Bas-
net said that the people of 
the state need not worry 
about development and 
welfare as it will be taken 
care of by the centre but 
they should worry about 
the threat posed to de-
mocracy by the “corrupt 
regional party”.

At the same time, he 
also blamed the centre’s 
lack of interest in the State 
for allowing the ruling par-
ty to commit ‘daylight rob-

bery’. Money from corrup-
tion is being used by SDF in 
this election, he alleged. 

Mr Basnet further said 
that the CM has been ac-
cusing the SKM president, 
PS Tamang [Golay] of being 
involved in murders and 
other violent acts, however, 
being the Home Minister, 
the CM should also explain 
why no action was initiated 
if such heinous crimes were 
committed in the State. 

“We have submitted 
many memorandums to 
the Governor seeking ac-
tion but have got no reply 
so far,” added Mr Basnet. 

deAr reAders,
If you Are hAvIng trouble gettIng your copy of the 
suMMIt tIMes In your neIghbourhood, pleAse MessAge or 
whAtsApp us your nAMe And Address At 7001622863 And 
we wIll ensure thAt the newspAper reAches you.
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BJP candidates intensify 
door-to-door campaign

Summit report
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

In continuation of its 
election campaign, 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
candidates for assembly 
and Lok Sabha elections 
in the State have been go-
ing door-to-door inten-
sively in their respective 
constituencies. 

A BJP press release 

informs that all 12 as-
sembly candidates and 
the candidate for the 
lone Lok Sabha seat have 
been busy in their elec-
tion campaign with the 
slogan, ‘Modi Ko Saath, 
Sikkim Ko Vikash.’ 

The release adds that 
BJP candidates have been 
taking the party’s com-
mitment to the overall 

development of Sikkim and 
other issues to the people. 

The party is also con-
vinced that BJP’s increas-
ing popularity in Sikkim 
has set panic in the SDF 
camp which was now 
promising to change track 
and arrive in a new avatar.

The release appeals 
to the people of Sikkim to 
sow the lotus in the State.

SKM 
condemns 
Chamling’s 
Rabongla 
address
Summit report
GANGTOK, 08 Apr: 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has accused Sikkim 
Democratic Front pres-
ident, Pawan Chamling 
of trying to create un-
rest in Sikkim through 
his speech at a public 
meeting held in Rabon-
gla, South Sikkim, on 
Friday. The party has al-
leged that his statements 
against the opposition 
could encourage youth 
towards violence.

An SKM press release 
states that the CM has 
forgotten the decorum 
of his post and is going 
against democratic val-
ues. The party has fur-
ther urged youth of the 
State to condemn the 
CM’s statements.
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Politically Empowered 
Women

The idea scares the establishment which 
is why they dodge and sabotage

Reservation, even though its pursuit is obsessive, 
has been only partially effective primarily be-

cause it is excessively compromised. There is hence 
no precedence to believe that only reservation will 
empower women. It might help the process, but it will 
not deliver on its own and when even that possibility 
can so scare the patriarchs, one can expect empower-
ment to have a tough battle ahead.

Power, everyone involved in securing empower-
ment for the womenfolk of the nation through res-
ervations, should realize is never gifted, it has to be 
claimed, snatched even. Reservations, not just for 
women but of any kind, in elected positions force an 
uneasy compromise in the political sphere and pro-
mote segregation more than assimilation. That said, 
reservations for the under-represented sections of 
society is required to strip away the restraints of the 
social structure that the nation is trying to grow out 
of even at 72. 

With that justification, the reservations already 
secured for women in panchayati raj institutions is 
a good move. The reservations would have worked 
if women started getting elected even from the un-
reserved wards, moving beyond the quota on their 
own merit. This, they can achieve in two ways – with 
their performance as elected representatives and by 
leveraging their numbers. If women can earn the ste-
reotype of being considerate and effective represen-
tatives, then voters elsewhere [outside the reserved 
wards] will demand women representatives too, 
and as the demand gathers strength buoyed also by 
their increased numbers, political parties will begin 
offering even more tickets for women. Women will, 
however, have to express themselves more often as 
women and not the other identifiers defined by caste, 
community or faith.

Meanwhile, before political empowerment can 
happen, the field will need to be leveled so that elect-
ed women representatives acquire the critical mass 
required to tip-over status quo. At present, women 
enjoy only token representation, and many of even 
these seats and panchayat tickets through their ped-
igree. This constricts their feminist instincts, but if 
there were enough of them in positions of power and 
influence, real empowerment could be unleashed. 

It is perhaps this eventuality that scares the estab-
lishment so much that its cohorts have managed to 
stall the Women’s Reservation Bill for over two de-
cades. The Bill is of the United Front Government vin-
tage, introduced in the Lok Sabha in September 1996. 
Just like no one really remembers what the United 
Front Government at the Centre was, no one really 
remembers that there is this ‘pending Bill’ in parlia-
ment. And so the charade continues. As for the Bill 
itself, it did not even call for a permanent reservation, 
but maybe it was its circulation through all constitu-
encies that frightened the patriarchs. The Bill called 
for reserving 33% of the seats in the Lok Sabha and 
all state legislative assemblies for women. As per the 
draft, the seats were to be reserved for women on 
a rotation basis and would be determined by draw 
of lots, in such a way that a seat would be reserved 
only once in three consecutive general elections, 
meaning that over three elections, every constitu-
ency will get a chance to elect a woman represen-
tative. The draft proposed that reservation of seats 
for women would cease to exist 15 years after the 
commencement of the amendment Act, i.e. after 
every constituency had received the opportunity to 
elect a woman representative. 

And the men who currently hold all power will not 
even allow that, for the obvious reason that if there 
are 33% women at all levels of decision-making at 
any given time, they could change how things are 
done. And that obviously scares the powers-that-be. 
That is also why this is an initiative that needs to be 
snatched and delivered.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive 
prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

India elections: who are Narendra Modi’s 
main rivals – and can they beat him?

Why age gives West African women 
more autonomy and power

ian haLL
theconversation.com

India is heading to the polls in the world’s biggest 
democratic election and a number of different 

figures could emerge as India’s next prime minis-
ter in May.

The incumbent, Narendra Modi, and his main 
opponent, the Congress Party president, Rahul 
Gandhi, are obviously the most likely candidates. 
But if they both fail to gain sufficient seats to 
form a government, they could be displaced from 
within their own parties. It is also possible that, 
in a fragmented parliament, another politician 
from one of the regional parties could stitch to-
gether a coalition.

In 2014, the electorate delivered Modi’s Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) the first absolute majority 
gained by any party since 1984. Tired of a Con-
gress Party-led government mired in corruption 
scandals and rampant inflation, voters embraced 
Modi’s promise to clean up politics, cut red tape, 
create jobs, and restore confidence. They also em-
braced Modi himself, despite his controversial past 
as a Hindu nationalist firebrand, responding posi-
tively to his claim that he had matured into a self-
less vikas purush (“development man”).

But the Modi government’s failure to deliv-
er what it promised has tarnished that image. 
Anti-corruption efforts have caused pain, with 
small businesses hit by the sudden decision 
in late 2016 to withdraw large denomination 
banknotes from circulation. Economic growth has 
flagged, and jobs are scarce.

Despite this, in February, a terrorist attack 
in disputed Kashmir and a retaliatory Indian air 
strike on Pakistan have made national security 
the salient election issue, handing Modi another 
chance to reinvent himself. In response, he has as-

sumed the mantle of a chowkidar (“watchman”), 
asserting in a slick media campaign that in these 
troubled times, he and his supporters are best suit-
ed to defend India from its enemies both inside and 
outside the country.
the DYnaStY

Modi’s principal opponent, Gandhi, has been 
caught flatfooted by this shift. The scion of the 
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, related to three of India’s 
former prime ministers, Gandhi is 20 years Modi’s 
junior, and ought to be more in tune with India’s 
youthful voters. But he struggled to connect with 
the electorate, including first time voters, in 2014, 
when his Congress Party secured just 44 out of 
543 contestable parliamentary seats. Since then, 
he has also struggled to capitalise on the Modi 
government’s apparent failures to boost economic 
growth, create jobs, and address rural poverty.

In 2019, the Congress Party should neverthe-
less do better, if opinion polls and seat projections 
are any guide. Gandhi will be supported by his pop-
ular, if enigmatic, sister, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. 
Her striking resemblance to her former prime min-
ister grandmother, Indira Gandhi, appeals to some 
Congress voters, and her apparent savvy to party 
officials. She has not yet announced that she will 
stand for a seat, however, and the allegedly murky 
real estate dealings of her husband, Robert Vadra, 
makes her vulnerable to BJP attacks.

The Gandhis have considerable assets – in-
stant name recognition and an established, na-
tionwide party organisation – but also signifi-
cant weaknesses. Rahul Gandhi’s abilities and 
commitment remain in doubt.

The Congress campaign has been often neg-
ative, summed up in its slogan “Chowkidar Chor 
Hai” (“The watchman is a thief”). And the fact that 
the Congress Party is still run by a dynasty – how-

ever distinguished – alienates some voters.
poWerBroKerS anD riVaLS

It is unlikely that either the BJP or the Con-
gress Party will come close to winning a majority 
in parliament. To rule, they will need the support 
of a number of regional allies, especially from the 
states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, West 
Bengal, and Tamil Nadu, which account for almost 
half the seats. This may hand power to regional 
powerbrokers, such as West Bengal’s mercurial 
chief minister, Mamata Banerjee, who will be able 
to direct their MPs to support one or other leader.

These powerbrokers could deliver either main 
party into government, albeit it at a price, in 
terms of both cabinet positions and modified 
policies. Alternatively – in an admittedly improb-
able scenario – they could even come together 
to form a Mahagathbandhan or “grand alliance”, 
with one of their number as prime minister, should 
either Modi or Gandhi fail.

It is also possible that the BJP could emerge as 
the largest party and in a position to form govern-
ment, but with a disappointingly low number of 
seats, leading to a challenge to Modi’s position. So 
far, he has been fortunate that some of his potential 
rivals within the BJP, such as external affairs minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj, have been unwell or unwilling 
to challenge his leadership.

Recently, however, the names of potential 
successors have been canvassed more openly, 
including that of roads and railway minister Ni-
tin Gadkari. Should the BJP lose more than a 100 
seats, some speculate that an alternative leader, 
with a less autocratic style better suited to man-
aging a delicate coalition, could well be sought 
out by the party.

[the writer is Deputy Director (Research), 
Griffith Asia Institute, Griffith University]

mariJKe Verpoorten 
& aLiDou SahaWaL
theconversation.com

Several studies, covering about 58 
countries across the world, found 

that as women get older they are 
more able to make decisions inde-
pendently of men. But scholars have 
struggled to pin down explanations 
for this age dividend – why are wom-
en given more independence the old-
er they get? We wanted to know what 
the reasons may be.

In a recent study, we looked at 
women’s autonomy across age in Ni-
geria, Togo, Ghana and Benin. These 
four West African countries are home 
to ethnic groups that practice “voo-
doo”, a religion that spread with the 
expansion of the Dahomey kingdom 
in the 17th century.

In these countries women are not 
equal to men. They sometimes won’t be 
able to make decisions about their own 
health – like negotiating safe sex – or on 
how household incomes could be used.

In our sample of 21,000 women 
aged 15 to 49, we found that autono-
my in household decision-making in-
creases with age. This was especially 
true for women who belonged to the 
four “voodoo-ethnicities”: Fon, Ewe, 
Adja and Yoruba. We also found that 
women had even more power if they 
are menopaused.

Our findings suggest that both age 
and magico-religious beliefs have a 
huge role to play in a woman’s inde-
pendence. Menopaused women from 

“voodoo-ethnicities” are much more 
independent to make decisions on 
how they spend their own earnings, 
care for their own health, visit family 
or relatives and what major house-
hold purchases need to be made.

These insights are important for 
female empowerment strategies. To 
be effective, policies must identify 
potential agents of change who can, 
for instance, influence decisions that 
improve children’s schooling and nu-
trition or abolish female genital cut-
ting. Despite their apparent agency, 
elderly women in West Africa have 
largely been overlooked.
VooDoo anD menopauSe

So, why do women gain more in-
dependence the older they get, and 
especially if they are of voodoo-eth-
nicities and menopaused?

We analysed data on 21,000 
women and their ability to make 
various decisions. We found that 
women’s autonomy was related to 
menstrual bleeding, particularly for 
voodoo-ethnicities. This was further 
explored in Benin, the birth place of 
Voodoo, where we conducted inter-
views with voodoo priests and meno-
paused women.

As one woman said: “[Women in 
menopause] are equipped with su-
pernatural powers. Only she can talk 
to the ancestors and request their 
help, assistance and protection. And 
they respond to her worship and re-
quests, not everyone can do that.”

In the interviews we gathered that 
voodoo adherents worship collective 

deities (related to the sea, the earth, or 
thunder) and family deities: ancestors 
that turn into spirits after death.

The interactions with the fami-
ly deities are led by a menopaused 
woman, referred to as the “Tassinon”. 
Only she can transmit the family 
members’ prayers and requests to 
the ancestors and consult the oracle 
to see if the spirits have accepted the 
offering and sacrifices.

These alleged powers, in their 
turn, increase the bargaining power 
of elderly women in their communi-
ties and households.

In situations where the supernat-
ural power of menopaused women 
has faded, the cultural norm derived 
from it – increased awe for elderly 
women – persists.

Our analysis shows that the 
“Tassinon effect” is sizeable. We cre-
ated an autonomy index – which 
looked at a combination of different 
situations where decisions had to be 
made and who made them – to mea-
sure this and found that it increased 
their ability to make decisions by 
about 10%.

As one woman said:
“My opinion matters now in all 

important decisions or issues in the 
family and in my community. It was 
not the case before my designation as 
tassinon. I could not even attend or 
talk in certain audiences.”

Our research provides support for 
the argument put forward in the Afri-
can feminist literature, that seniority 
trumps gender in an African context.

It also adds to the evidence that 
voodoo continues to play a role in 
West-Africa. Adherence to voodoo has 
been proven to affect the governance of 
natural resources. For instance fisher-
men who adhere to voodoo are more 
likely to respect rules related to pro-
hibited fishing gear. It also affects the 
uptake of preventive health care; for in-
stance because mothers who adhere to 
voodoo will rely on traditional healers, 
they may not immunise their children. 
Now we know that voodoo also affects 
the level of independence women have 
in some communities.
the WaY aheaD

A better understanding of cultur-
al attitudes towards elderly African 
women will become more important 
for policymakers in the future. As 
fertility declines and life expectan-
cy increases, elderly women will in-
crease in numbers, both in absolute 
and relative terms. They could play 
an important role as agents of change 
in supporting both child care and fe-
male empowerment projects.

For instance in Benin the respect 
for elderly women is already relied 
upon in interventions targeting chil-
dren’s health and nutrition, and in 
the abolishment of female genital 
cutting. This could be reinforced and 
extended to other sectors and to oth-
er countries.

[Marijke Verpoorten is 
Associate Professor, University 
of Antwerp; Alidou Sahawal is 

PhD candidate and teaching 
assistant, University of Antwerp]
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Congress lodges model code 
violation complaint in Tripura

Agartala, Apr 5 
(PTI) The Congress 
has lodged a complaint 
with the Election Com-
mission alleging that 
the BJP candidate for 
West Tripura constit-
uency, Pratima Bhow-
mik has violated the 
model code of conduct 
by making statements 
about the Indian Army 
and Balakot airstrike.

Bhowmik is also the 
general secretary of the 
Tripura unit of BJP.

Vice-President of Tri-
pura Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Tapas Dey in 

a letter to Chief Elector-
al Officer (CEO) Sriram 
Taranikanti on Wednes-
day wrote that Bhowmik 
said Indian Armys “brave 
steps” and Balakot air-
strike in her speech at 
Kalinagar village of West 
Tripura district on March 
31 last.

Dey alleged that 
Bhowmik said the credit 
for the Balakot airstrike 
should go to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi which 
is violation of mode code 
of conduct.

“She has violated the 
model code of conduct 

and the instructions of 
the Election Commis-
sion of India. We are 
concerned that these 
statements would turn 
out to be counter-pro-
ductive for the spirit 
and essence of democ-
racy and are also gross 
violation of the model 
code of conduct im-
posed by Election Com-
mission of India,” the 
letter said.

The CEO office said 
it has received the Con-
gress complaint against 
Bhowmik and was look-
ing into it.

~ SummitTIMES ~

Classifieds
required for Summit times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church road, gangtok  

03592-208698

PlOT FOR SAle: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGeNTly ReqUIRed: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

oFFiCe oF the ChieF SeCretarY
goVernment oF SiKKim

gangtoK
Ref. No. 152/CS/Sikkim/2019             Dated: 08/04/2019

As we are all aware, simultaneous elections to Legisla-
tive Assembly and Lok Sabha shall be held from 7.00 
am – 5.00 pm on 11th April, 2019.

Not only we are proud of our brilliant record of peace 
and amity but we have excellent track of peaceful elec-
tions all over the State, so far.

Keeping this in mind, may I call upon everyone to 
maintain the tradition of our small and beautiful State? 
Not only we should exercise our franchise in a free and 
fearless manner but we should exercise our support to 
the State Administration.

Sd/-
(Alok Shrivastava, IAS)

Chief Secretary

notiCe
The Election Commission of India in its letter No. 491/
MCMC/2019/Communication, dated 06 Apr, 2019 States that 
instances of advertisements of offending and misleading na-
ture published in print media have been brought to the notice 
of the Commission in the past. Such advertisements in the last 
stage of the election vitiate the entire election process. The 
affected candidates and parties will not have any opportunity 
of providing clarification/rebuttal in such cases.

In order to ensure that such instances are not repeated, and 
no untoward incident takes place because of any inflammato-
ry, misleading or hate advertisements, the Commission, in ex-
ercise of its powers under Article 324 of the Constitution and 
all other powers enabling it in this behalf, hereby directs that 
no Political Party or Candidate or any other Organization or 
Person shall publish any Advertisement in the print media on 
poll day and one day prior to poll day in all the phases, un-
less the contents of political advertisements are got Pre-certi-
fied by them from the MCMC Committee at the State/District 
level, as the case may be. This will apply in the case of political 
advertisements to be published in the print media in circula-
tion in the State/UTs going to poll in the phase as given below:

phase and Date of poll Restricted days (poll day & 
one day prior to poll day)

First Phase-11 Apr, 2019 10 and 11 Apr, 2019
                                     

These directions shall come into force immediately.
These directions are being brought to the notice of all political 

parties, contesting candidates and Newspapers in the state.

being made into Model 
Polling Stations which 
will have all required fa-
cilities including a make-
over of Polling Stations 
and accessibility for 
all PWD voters. There 
will be voter facilitation 
Booths which will be set 
up by BLOs outside all 
the polling stations to as-
sist the voters. 

There will be volun-
teers at Polling Stations 
who have been deputed 
to assist the PWD Voters, 
old and infirm voters at 
the polling stations.

There are a total of 43 
Polling Stations situated 
at 24 Polling locations 
which are identified as 
critical wherein adequate 
central para-military 
force has been deployed 
for the poll day.

East District...

In his addresses at 
various locations, Mr 
Chamling also announced 
several area-specific pro-
grammes and shared 
some of the salient points 
of the SDF election man-
ifesto.

Chamling cam-
paigns...

Mr Tamang also ac-
cused the SDF govern-
ment of neglecting and 
ignoring Soreng-Chakung 
constituency and its peo-
ple and announced that 
should SKM form the next 
government, the constit-
uency will be developed 
as a tourism hub and up-
graded to a district. 

He also assured fol-
lowers of the Heaven-
ly Path organisation to 
bring their religious head 
to Sikkim.

The SKM spokesper-
son, Jacob Khaling, in 
turn, claimed that SKM 
was a registered party 
with the Election Com-
mission and that the par-
liamentary committee of 
the party had the right to 
select its Chief Ministeri-
al candidate. SKM, it may 
be recalled, has named 
Mr Tamang, who is not 
contesting the elections, 
as the CM candidate. 

He further claimed 
that no power can stop 
Mr Tamang from becom-
ing the CM if SKM forms 
the next government in 
the State. 

The campaign meet-
ing was also addressed by 
SKM office-bearers Navraj 
Gurung, CP Sharma, Rajen 
Gurung and others.

Look at SKm...

said that BJP has be-
trayed the Gorkha com-
munity and always sup-
pressed minorities in the 
country. 

He pointed out that 
BJP has once again in-
cluded universal civil 
code in its manifesto re-
vealing that it was still 
against the secular fabric 
of the nation.  

SKm colluding...

SKM releases vision document

Sagar Chhetri
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha released its 

vision document during 
its campaign meeting at 
Jorethang in South Sik-
kim on Sunday. Sharing 
copies of “Vision Sikkim” 
with the media here to-
day, the party assured 
that it will implement 
every programme prom-
ised in the document 
should it form the next 
government in Sikkim.

The vision document 

is divided into two parts, 
the first covering topics 
of democracy and revo-
lution, while the second 
part speaks about Pro-
grammes, Plans and Pol-
icies of the SKM. 

The document in-
cludes a message from 
the SKM president, PS 
Tamang [Golay], and a 
note from the author, Dr 
Shiva Kumar Sharma.  

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM general secretary, 
Dr Sharma, who was also 

in-charge of the vision 
document, explained 
that Vision Sikkim pack-
ages the thoughts and 
vision of the party presi-
dent on how to build Sik-
kim’s future. 

He added that with 
this document, SKM 
explaining its plans 
for governance and the 
programmes and pol-
icies it has drafted for 
the people. 

“SKM party is ready 
for the election with its 
manifesto and vision 

document and now the 
people of the Sikkim 
have an exciting alterna-
tive. The people of Sik-
kim need to deliver on 
their responsibility by 
casting their vote wisely 
for the right party,” Dr 
Sharma said.  

Former Lok Sabha 
MP, Nakul Das Rai, con-
gratulated Dr Sharma 
and his team for bringing 
out the vision document 
and contended that SDF 
lacked programmes, pol-
icies and vision. 

SKM manifesto 
‘unrealistic’, 

says SDF
Summit report
GANGTOK, 08 Apr:

Sikkim Democratic Front today termed Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha’s manifesto “unreal-

istic and impossible“.  The party has said that its 
manifesto, on the other hand, is futuristic and 
path-breaking based on truth and research.

Addressing a press conference here to-
day, general secretary [press & publicity], 
Kavita Subba said that SDF will form the gov-
ernment for the sixth consecutive term in the 
State on the basis of its futuristic vision and 
programmes.

All SDF manifestos for Assembly, Parlia-
mentary, Panchayat and municipal elections 
since 1994 have been inter-connected with 
aims to develop Sikkim and its people for the 
next 100 years, said Ms Subba. This time, the 
manifesto has given priority to empowerment 
and welfare of women, she added.

She went on to allege that the SKM mani-
festo of is full of impossible and unrealistic 
promises. On the same, she added that the SDF 
manifesto has very futuristic and farsighted 
programmes for women. 

SDF general secretary, Nima Theeng stated 
that the SKM president, PS Tamang [Golay] has 
been fighting a losing battle and expressed that 
SDF is fully confident of coming back to power 
for the sixth consecutive term. 
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Sterling matures into man City’s difference maker
london, Apr 8 (AFP): Raheem 
Sterling had his own special fan-
club in attendance as Manchester 
City eased into the FA Cup final on 
Saturday with the England winger 
paying for 550 pupils of his for-
mer school to attend the match 
at Wembley. However, apprecia-
tion of Sterling the player and the 
man now extends from the estate 
he grew up in the shadows of En-
gland’s national stadium, to Man-
chester and beyond as he becomes 

an ever more important figure on 
and off the field for club and coun-
try. City go into Tuesday’s Champi-
ons League quarter-final, first leg 
at Tottenham still on course for a 
historic quadruple of trophies.

Sterling scored the winning 
penalty as they retained the 
League Cup in February, and the 
Premier League title is also still in 
their hands despite a titanic battle 
with his old club Liverpool.

His 19 goals and 16 assists for 

Pep Guardiola’s men have seen him 
emerge as City’s leading candidate 
for player of the year awards, while a 
three-year drought for England has 
been emphatically ended by a run of 
six goals in his last four international 
caps. “He is incredible,” said England 
captain Harry Kane, who has the chal-
lenge of outgunning his international 
teammate for Tottenham in three 
meetings over the next two weeks.

“He is a great a player and so 
humble as well. He just wants to 

work hard and get better.” At just 
24, Sterling though is not just blos-
soming as one of the world’s best 
players, but a leading campaigner 
in football’s fight against racism.

A teenage prot?g?, the Jamai-
can born winger, made his England 
debut as a 17-year-old, but was of-
ten hounded by negative publicity 
and often not for his performances 
on the pitch at international level.

Instead, harmless off the field 
activities such as buying his moth-

er a house, taking a budget airline 
flight or even going for breakfast 
the day after missing out on a 
young player of the year awards 
were picked apart and judged.

The subject of alleged racist 
abuse during a match at Chelsea 
in December, he turned the focus 
on the media for their portrayal 
of young black players compared 
to their white counterparts help-
ing to “fuel racism and aggressive 
behaviour.” When his England 

teammates suffered racist abuse 
in Montenegro last month, Ster-
ling stepped forward, firstly on the 
pitch by scoring and cupping his 
ears towards the home support, 
then by eloquently handling a se-
ries of post-match interviews call-
ing for tougher sanctions.

“He’s in a really confident mo-
ment, not only on the field, but off 
the field he’s so mature and com-
fortable in himself,” said England 
manager Gareth Southgate. 
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BY LaLit K Jha
Washington, April 8 
(PTI): India’s economic 
growth in recent years 
has been “too much” 
driven by domestic de-
mand and its exports 
were about one third 
of its potential, a World 
Bank official said, assert-
ing that the next govern-
ment needs to focus on 
export-led growth.

Praising attempts to 
liberalize markets with-
in India, Hans Timmer, 
World Bank Chief Econ-
omist for the South Asia 
Region said “that is what 
is needed to become 
more competitive.” 

“At the same time 
you’ve seen also of the 
last couple of years that 
the current account defi-
cit widened - an indica-
tion that increasingly 
growth came from the 
non-tradable sector -- 
from the domestic sector, 
and that makes it difficult 
to export more, Timmer 
told PTI in an interview.

The polling for first 
phase of seven-phase 
parliamentary polls in 
the country is scheduled 
to take place on April 11, 
with the last phase on 

May 19 and the results 
will be announced on 
May 23.

In the last five years, 
he said, India’s over-
all growth was “too 
much” driven by do-
mestic demand, which 
resulted in double digit 
growth of imports, and 
four to five per cent 
growth in exports.

“In more recent 
months, that turned 
around somewhat. But 
the broader picture 
was that that’s a mi-
nus”, he said.

The pluses were that 
we have seen the GST try-
ing to create more flex-
ibility within the coun-
try, so that it’s easier to 
trade between states. 
That’s what you need if 
you want to trade also 
with foreign countries, 
he said.

Responding to a 
question, the World 
Bank official said the 
focus of the next gov-
ernment should be on 
reducing the stimulus of 
domestic demand.

“That would be one. 
I think looking at trade 
liberalization on the im-
port side - that would be 

another to create more 
competition. I would 
look at what people feel 
as impediment in the la-
bour market. Is it difficult 
to go to those new jobs? 
What about the startups 
of young people do they 
feel restrictions or not”? 
He said, adding that it is 
also about female labour 
force participation.

“I think, the most 
important thing is the 
understanding that you 
need export-led growth 
because that’s where 
you increase productivi-
ty when you compete in 
international markets; 
that’s where you gain 
knowledge by interact-
ing with competitors and 
with customers abroad. 
And so, it is that mind-
set,” the top World Bank 
official said.

India, Timmer said, 
is exporting only 10 per 
cent of its GDP.

“What they should 
have exported is 30 per 
cent of the export of GDP, 
given all their character-
istics. India is a big coun-
try, so normally a big 
country doesn’t export 
that much in per cent of 
their GDP because when 

you’re small you’re a lot 
more open.

“But even for India, 
30 percent would have 
been normal if you look 
at the experience of oth-
er countries. It’s only 
10 per cent. So that’s an 
enormous gap. And the 
gap is widening in the 
last couple of years, he 
told PTI.

According to him, 
friction between India 
and Pakistan is unhelpful 
to the trade and econom-
ic growth in the region.

The lack of region-
al integration is not the 
main course of the un-
derperformance in ex-
ports. And that’s often 
the assumption. When 
people look at South 
Asia, immediately the 
problem of very limit-
ed regional integration 
jumps up, he said.

A latest report of the 
World bank on South 
Asia, he said, asserts that 
the economic under per-
formance of South Asian 
countries is mainly be-
cause they are locked on 
fundamental issues with-
in the domestic econo-
mies that have prevented 
the countries to become 

much more export-led, 
like one sees in East Asia.

Trade liberalization, 
flexible labour markets 
skills, trying to address 
the big problem of the 
difference between the 
formal economy and the 
informal economy, he 
said are some of his rec-
ommendations for the 
South Asian countries.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Timmer said the 
South Asian countries 
need to learn from China.

The fact that China 
has been so competitive 
for so long means that 
China did something 
right whereas South Asia 
didn’t do it right. There 
was a clear focus in Chi-
na to have export-led 
growth and to integrate 
into global markets. And 
you see a sharp increase 
in productivity at all. This 
is not an explanation that 
we couldn’t compete. 
Somehow, the Chinese 
did it better than South 
Asia, he said.

The top bank official 
asserted that China is 
a “big opportunity” for 
South Asia.

The slowdown in Chi-
na is not a cyclical slow-
down. It’s not because 
they don’t demand any-
more. They are slowing 
down because of the sup-
ply side. They’re running 
out of cheap labour in 
general because of their 
success. They are no 
longer that competitive, 
and they have now that 
policy that they want to 
rebalance their econo-
my much more towards 
domestic services, less 
towards exports,” he said.

That means that it has 
become easier to export 
to China which is very im-
portant, Timmer said.

It has become easi-
er to compete with the 
Chinese. So for me Chi-
na is, what is happening 
at the moment, is a big 
opportunity for South 
Asia, he stressed.

ElseWhere
australia ramps up measles 

warnings as cases jump
India’s economic growth driven by domestic 

demand, need to focus on exports: WB

Sydney, Apr 8 (AFP): Aus-
tralia on Monday launched 
a major education cam-
paign to encourage its res-
idents, particularly those 
travelling overseas, to get 
vaccinated against mea-
sles as a sudden spike in 
cases amid a global resur-
gence causes alarm.

Measles -- an air-
borne infection causing 
fever, coughing and rash-
es that can be deadly 
in rare cases -- was de-
clared officially eliminat-
ed from Australia by the 
World Health Organisa-
tion in 2014.

In developed nations 
including Australia how-
ever, the growing an-
ti-vaccine movement has 

seen a reemergence of 
the disease.

The announcement 
by Health Minister Greg 
Hunt came as a spate 
of cases hit Australia’s 
most populous state, 
New South Wales, with 
the latest infection alert 
on Sunday involving two 
people who holidayed in 
the Philippines.

Hunt said there were 
83 measles cases so far 
this year, compared to 
103 for all of last year 
and 81 for 2017.

“I am concerned 
about the recent in-
creases in measles cases 
in Australia and want to 
make sure our community 
is well protected against 

this very serious disease,” 
Hunt said in a statement.

He warned that due 
to changing vaccine 
schedules for Austra-
lians born between 
1966 and 1994, some 
people may have re-
ceived only one dose of 
vaccine, instead of two, 
making them more sus-
ceptible to infection.

Promotional materi-
als including videos were 
being developed by the 
Australian Academy of 
Science to raise awareness 
about the need to be fully 
vaccinated, he added.

Some 93.5 percent 
of two-year-olds in Aus-
tralia have received two 
doses of measles vaccine. 

pakistan minority groups 
hold rally at White house

Top judge named to head 
Christchurch massacre inquiry
Wellington, Apr 8 (AFP): 
New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern on 
Monday named a Su-
preme Court judge to 
lead an inquiry into the 
massacre last month of 
50 worshippers at two 
Christchurch mosques.

“The government will 
ensure no stone is left 
unturned as we examine 
as quickly as possible 
how the March 15 attack 
happened, what could 
have been done to stop 
it and how we can keep 
New Zealanders safe,” 
Ardern said.

The Royal Commis-
sion probe, the most 
powerful judicial inqui-
ry available under New 
Zealand law, will be led 
by Supreme Court Judge 
William Young and re-
port its findings by De-
cember 10, she said.

Australian Bren-
ton Tarrant, 28, a self-
avowed white suprem-
acist, has been charged 
with 50 counts of mur-
der and 39 of attempt-
ed murder over the 
mosque attacks in the 
southern city. Ardern 
said the probe, due to 
begin hearing evidence 
on May 13, would play 
a critical role in ensur-
ing “such an attack never 
happens again”.

The inquiry will in-
volve consultation with 
the Muslim community 
and look into wheth-
er New Zealand count-
er-terror agencies placed 
an “inappropriate con-
centration” of resources 
in tracking Islamist mil-
itants while neglecting 
the threat from far-right 
extremism. It will probe 
Tarrant’s activities be-

fore the attack, includ-
ing how he obtained a 
gun licence, weapons 
and ammunition, and 
his use of social media, 
Ardern said.

Tarrant live-
streamed his attack 
and published a lengthy 
manifesto online before 
launching his rampage.

What knowledge in-
telligence agencies had of 
his activities and wheth-
er any laws impeded the 
gathering and sharing of 
information by the agen-
cies will also be part of 
the inquiry, she said.

Since the attacks, the 
government has tight-
ened the country’s gun 
laws, is reviewing legis-
lation dealing with hate 
speech and called for 
social media giants to 
do more to combat on-
line extremism.

BY LaLit K Jha
Washington, Apr 8 (PTI): Repre-
sentatives from various ethnic and 
religious minorities of Pakistan 
have held a peaceful demonstra-
tion in front of the White House 
here against what they described 
as “the worst kind of genocide” 
they are facing in Pakistan and 
asked the international communi-
ty to help them exercise the right 
to self-determination. 

The ruling Pakistani establish-
ment is driving ethnic identities 
towards eradication, they alleged.

“It is now incumbent that In-
ternational Community must un-
derstand our plight, and help us 
achieve the Right of Self Determi-
nation, “ said Rehan Ibadat, central 
organizer, the Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement (MQM) USA. 

“As a collective effort we have 
gathered today to represent all the 

oppressed ethnic groups residing 
in the current geographical bound-
aries of Pakistan. We Mohajir, 
Baloch, Gilgit-Baltistan, Pashtun, 
and other religious minorities de-
mands separate land by exercising 
our right to self determination,” 
participants of the protest said in 
a joint statement.

Scores of representatives from 
the Mohajir, Baloch, Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, Pashtun, and other religious 
minorities arrived in front of 
the White House in the form of 
a rally from the Dupont Circle. 
They were carrying posters and 
banners displaying the atrocities 
against the ethnic and religious 
minorities of Pakistan.

“We, ethnic minorities are fac-
ing worst form of genocide against 
the mankind. The ongoing en-
forced disappearances, extra-ju-
dicial killings, and denial of basic 

human rights by this ferocious law 
enforcement agencies of Pakistan, 
particularly Inter-Services Intel-
ligence (ISI) are the primary fac-
tors,” they said.

Nabi Bakhsh Baloch, who rep-
resents Baloch National Move-
ment in the US, alleged that Paki-
stan is a state sponsor of terrorism 
and epicenter of global jihadist 
movements and militant groups 
involved in cross border terror at-
tacks against its neighbours India 
and Afghanistan; creating an envi-
ronment of political instability and 
zones of conflict that could lead 
to large scale war and nuclear ca-
tastrophe.  Speaking on behalf of 
the people of Gilgit and Baltistan, 
Senge H Sering said Pakistan has 
received billions in dollars from 
the US for fight against terrorism, 
but has only caused more harm to 
the United States.

Britain takes 
aim at social 
media bosses 
in world first
london, Apr 8 (AFP): 
Britain will make social 
media bosses personally 
liable for harmful con-
tent and shut down of-
fending platforms under 
a government action plan 
published Monday -- the 
first of its kind anywhere.

The long-delayed and 
eagerly anticipated pro-
posals lay the ground-
work for legislation that 
could be passed in the 
coming months.

They were drawn 
up after consultations 
with social media mo-
guls such as Facebook 
chief Mark Zuckerberg 
and have faced little re-
sistance from other plat-
forms that have also been 
blamed for allowing the 
spread of hate and abuse.

Some of the propos-
als have sparked con-
cerns from free speech 
groups.

“What we’re pro-
posing today is that 
companies that deal 
with user-generated 
content should take 
greater responsibility 
for keeping those us-
ers safe,” culture and 
media minister Jeremy 
Wright told BBC radio.

“These are 
world-leading proposals. 
No one in the world has 
done this before.”   
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