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ADITI KHANNA
L , J  16 (PTI):

For more than 200 
years a male bastion, 

the Brigade of Gurkhas of 
the British Army will now 
induct Nepalese women, 
with the irst female re-
cruits set to join the elite 
regiment in 2020.

The rigourous process 
of recruitment will begin 
in Pokhara in central Ne-
pal next year and the suc-
cessful applicants will be 
lown to Catterick, North 

Yorkshire, for a 10-week 
training programme.

The Nepalese regi-
ment has been part of the 
British Army for more 
than 200 years, dating 
back to the British Raj, 
and has so far been the 
preserve of men.

Now, female cadets 
clearing rigorous phys-

ical tests such as racing 
5km uphill carrying 25 
kgs of sand in a wick-
er basket will be able to 
ight alongside the men.

The Gurkhas are re-
nowned as one of the 
best ighting forces in the 
world with a proud histo-
ry of serving Her Majesty 
(Queen Elizabeth II), and 
it is right that women 
have the opportunity to 
serve in this elite group, 
said UK Defence Secre-
tary Gavin Williamson.

Lt Gen Nick Pope, 
Deputy Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff and Colonel 
Commandant for the Bri-
gade of Gurkhas, said the 
new policy was consis-
tent with the UK govern-
ment’s broader decision 
to open all ground close 
combat roles to women” 
from 2016.

“There is a long tra-

dition of Gurkhas and 
Commonwealth citizens 
serving in the British 
Army and we continue 
to value their signi icant 
contribution to protect-
ing the UK at home and 
abroad, he said.

Britain began re-
cruiting Gurkhas in 1815 
during the Anglo-Nepal 
War. Following the Par-
tition of India in 1947, 
an agreement between 
Nepal, India and Britain 
meant four Gurkha reg-
iments from the Indian 
Army were transferred 
to the British Army, even-
tually becoming the Bri-
gade of Gurkhas. 

At present, there are 
around 3,000 Gurkhas in 
the British Army, mostly 
in the infantry but also as 
engineers, logisticians or 
signals specialists.

The new female re-

cruits will form a new in-
fantry battalion and new 
units of engineers and 
communications experts.

The regiment, which 
has the motto of “Better 
to die than be a coward 
, continues to carry into 
battle their traditional 
weapon a 46-cm-long 
curved knife, known as a 
‘khukri’.

Prince Harry, the 
Duke of Sussex, served 
with the 1st Battalion of 
the Royal Gurkha Ri les 
during his tour of Afghan-
istan in 2007-08 and said 
“when you know you’re 
with the Gurkhas, there’s 
no safer place to be”. 

A campaign by Brit-
ish actress Joanna Lum-
ley in 2009 had resulted 
in Gurkha veterans being 
granted the right to UK 
citizenship.

Ironies like this 
abound in CAG 
Report 2016-
17 placed in 
Assembly recently

G , 16 J  [PIB]: 
The Report of the Comp-
troller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (Social, 
Economic, Revenue and 
General Sectors) for the 
year ended 31 March 
2017 on Government of 
Sikkim was laid before 
the State Legislature on 
12 July 2018.

A synopsis of the 
important indings con-
tained in the Report is 
presented below:

1. Performance Audit 
(PA) on National Rural 
Drinking Water Pro-
gramme (Rural Manage-
ment and Development 
Department)

National Rural Drink-
ing Water Programme in 
Sikkim was riddled with 
de iciencies in planning, 
programme execution 
and monitoring. As of 
March 2017, the Depart-
ment was able to cover 

only 737 habitations out 
of 2,084 habitations, as 
Fully Covered while the 
remaining 1,347 habita-
tions (65 per cent) had 
not been covered even 
after the implementa-
tion of revised scheme 
from 2009. Out of 462 
projects, 105 projects 
had not been completed 
recording delay between 
three and four years. 
Highlights of indings 
were as follows:
• Only Rs 9.12 crore out 
of the total required 
State share of Rs 13.95 

crore was released by the 
State Government. There 
was also delay in release 
of funds by State to State 
Water and Sanitation 
Mission.
• Eighty four elec-
tro-chlorinators worth 
Rs 1.18 crore procured 
during 2012-13 for im-
mediate restoration and 
repair of damaged drink-
ing water supply works 
were not put to use and 
were lying idle in dilapi-
dated condition.
• There were cases of 
tapping of water from 

non-perennial sources, 
non-commencement of 
work involving Rs 53.63 
lakh and abandonment 
of six projects despite 
incurring an expenditure 
of Rs 19.43 lakh owing to 
land dispute, absence of 
source and contractor’s 
negligence.
• All the three mega 
projects involving Rs 
40.77 crore were behind 
schedule by more than 
two and a half years due 
to non-receipt of forest 
clearance, non-availabil-
ity of pipes/ ittings and 

contractor’s negligence, 
etc.
• The District Labora-
tories conducted only 
5,820 tests during 
2012-17 out of required 
1,83,990 bacteriological 
and chemical tests.

2. PA on Sikkim Na-
tionalised Transport 
Division including im-
plementation of the In-
tegrated Depot Manage-
ment System, Transport 
Department (Sikkim 
Nationalised Transport 
Division)

The Sikkim Nation-

alised Transport (SNT) 
was unable to meet the 
huge demand of public 
transport in the State de-
spite its virtual monop-
oly on public bus trans-
port within the State. The 
weigh bridges installed 
at the check-posts at sub-
stantial cost were mostly 
non-functional. Supervi-
sion charges were also 
not being collected from 
private trucks within 
the State carrying sand, 
stone, stone aggregates, 
etc., leading to loss of 
revenue.

The Integrated De-
pot Management System 
(IDMS) had not delivered 
the desired result of im-
proving operational ef i-
ciency of the SNT. There 
was no scope in the IDMS 
to capture many vital 
data. There were instanc-
es of incorrect data feed 
due to absence of stan-
dardised mode of data 
entry and data authenti-
cation. Main highlights of 
the PA were as follows:
• Capital expenditure of 
Rs 7.20 crore constitut-

Public transport aquisitions received only 3% of 
Transport Deptt’s expense kitty in 2012-17 

Nepalese women set to join Gurkha 
regiment of British Army from 2020

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 16 J :  

A meeting was held 
on Sunday at Hee 

Gyathang in North Sik-
kim to discuss the Chief 
Minister’s recent brand-
ing of Dzongu as a “Prim-
itive World”. The meeting 
was attended by all Pan-
chayats, Government em-
ployees, educated youth 
and public of Dzongu.

The meeting, chaired 
by Deputy Speaker cum 
Area MLA, Sonam Gyat-
so Lepcha, sought to 
spread awareness and 
discuss how the “Primi-
tive World” brand would 
take Dzongu further in 
the tourism sector. 

SDF District president 
cum Chairperson Trans-
port Department, Pintso 
Namgyal Lepcha, CLC 
president, Panchayats and 
others present participat-
ed in the discussions.

The Deputy Speaker, 
in his address, briefed 
about the history of Sik-
kim and said that Dzongu 
is protected by Revenue 
order No.1 1917 which is 
protected by article 371F 

(K) of the Constitution.
During his recent 

visit to Lingthem, Upper 
Dzongu, the CM had talk-
ed about Dzongu being 
regarded as a “Primitive 
World”.  Now it’s the re-
sponsibility of Dzongu’s 
public to cooperate and 
take initiatives to take 

the brand further, the 
Deputy Speaker said.

Further stating that 
Sikkim has gained recog-
nition across the world 
because of our CM, he 
expressed hope that Dz-
ongu too would be recog-
nized around the world 
as a “Primitive World”.

All the Panchayats, 
employees and public of 
Dzongu have extended 
their gratitude to the CM 
for declaring Dzongu as a 
“Primitive World” and have 
conveyed warm wishes on 
being the longest serving 
CM in the world.

Dzongu to be branded ‘Primitive World’ 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 16 J : 

Head of Referee Board, 
Chamchuk Lama 

and Secretary, Nim Diki 
Bhutia of Sikkim Refer-
ee Board said today that 
they are yet to receive any 
correspondence from Sik-
kim Football Association 
regarding the suspension 
of the Referee Board. 
They have also assert-
ed that SFA should call a 
meeting with them to re-
solve the problem for the 
welfare of young referees 
of Sikkim and for the fur-
ther development of foot-
ball in Sikkim.

It has to be men-
tioned here that SFA is-
sued a press release on 
30 June mentioning that 
an emergency meeting 
of SFA executive commit-
tee on 30 June 2018 had 
unanimously passed a 
resolution to suspend the 
Referee Board headed by 

Chamchuk Lama and Nim 
Diki Bhutia as Secretary 
for a period of one year 
for ‘resorting to unlaw-
ful activities’. The release 
also informed that a copy 
of the resolution was also 
being forwarded to AIFF, 
New Delhi.

SFA had also alleged 
that without any advance 
notice to SFA, the Referee 
Board resorted to wildcat 
strike and did not turn up 
in the ground to conduct 
the scheduled matches of 
the Sikkim League B Di-
vision tournament on 27 
June. As per the release 
SFA managed to bring 
couple of referees from 
Pakyong who conducted 
matches on 28 and 29 

June but they were also 
threatened by referees 
not to visit Paljor Stadi-
um to conduct matches.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Lama demanded that 
SFA clarify the allegation 
of “unlawful activities” 
resorted to by Sikkim 
Referee Board. He also 
strongly condemned all 
allegations by SFA against 
the Referee Board.

Referee Board secre-
tary, Ms Bhutia clari ied 
that the Referee Board 
secretary had already 
informed the SFA league 
committee about the 
unavailability of local 
referees for the ongoing 

Suspended Referee Board 
demands explanation 

from SFA
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Girl beats up 
eve teaser 
in Raj; video 
goes viral
J , J  16 (PTI): A 
boy was beaten up by a 
girl in Rajasthan’s Bharat-
pur city for reportedly 
defaming her, a video of 
which has gone viral on 
social media. 

The video shows the 
girl, who seems to be an 
athlete, confronting the 
accused and later beat-
ing him black and blue 
with a stick. 

Main yaha mehnat 
karne aati hu aur tu 
mere naam kharab kare-
ga (loosely translates 
to ‘I come here to work 
hard and you are defam-
ing me’), the girl can be 
seen shouting at the boy 
in the video. 

He is spreading ru-
mours among his friends 
that this girl is his girl-
friend and talks to him 
4-5 times a day, she said 
to the onlookers and later 
slapped the boy. 

SP Bharatpur, Anil 
Tank, however, said 
no complaint has been 
lodged in connection with 
the matter.

The girl has not lodged 
any complaint in the mat-
ter which happened four 
to ive days back, he said. 

Rajesh Kumar, SHO, 
Kotwali police station 
area said the girl was pre-
paring for competitive 
exams and practised run-
ning in the area.

HAVE A 
STORY TO 
SHARE?

email: 
news@

summittimes.com
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ing barely three per cent of the to-
tal expenditure of Rs 220.15 crore 
during 2012-17 indicated low pri-
ority accorded to public transport.
• The SNT had a yearly revenue 
gap of the order of Rs 1.58 crore to 
Rs 18.75 crore during the period 
2012-17.
• The SNT was unable to provide 
connectivity equitably to all areas of 
the State. There was no connectivity 
of West district with the capital town 
(Gangtok). Further, far lung areas in 
the North and West districts like La-
chung, Lachen and Yuksom were not 
connected by bus to the respective 
district headquarters.

3. PA on functioning of State 
Bank of Sikkim

In the absence of a clear lend-
ing policy and detailed credit ap-
praisal mechanism, the sanction of 
credit facilities was not based on 
objective criteria. SBS did not have 
any comprehensive procedure for 
post sanction/disbursement mon-
itoring and follow-up of loan assets 
leading to Gross Non-Performing 
Assets of 45.75 per cent of total 
loan assets as on 31 March 2017.

There were only eight ATMs 
of SBS in the State which were ly-
ing defunct. There was no system 
for preparing Bank Reconciliation 
Statements (BRS) for inter branch/
inter-bank transactions. SBS nei-
ther had a system of internal audit 
nor was there any formal arrange-
ment for regulating the activities of 
SBS through oversight functions or 
through administrative supervision 
by GoS. Instances of non-compliance 
with the provisions of the State Bank 
of Sikkim Proclamation, 1968 and 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) guide-
lines, 1949 were also noticed.

4. Compliance audit on Nation-
al Social Assistance Programme 
(Social Justice, Empowerment and 
Welfare Department): The number 
of bene iciaries of National Social 
Assistance Programme (NSAP) 
rose from 19,517 to 23,565 during 
2012-17. However, implementa-

tion of NSAP was riddled with in-
adequacies as the Department did 
not follow the prescribed proce-
dures enshrined in the programme 
guidelines regarding awareness 
generation, selection of bene icia-
ries and veri ication of eligibility of 
bene iciaries.

The Department had not taken 
up any initiative to reach out to all 
eligible people and for assessing 
of total number of potential bene-
iciaries. The Department neither 

carried out any veri ication of the 
eligibility of bene iciaries while 
accepting the list of bene iciaries 
nor annual veri ication of the ben-
e iciaries as required under the 
guidelines. Payment to ineligible 
bene iciaries was noticed.

Scrutiny of records of 3,621 
NSAP bene iciaries revealed that 
697 bene iciaries were ineligible 
under Indira Gandhi National Old 
Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) 
and survey of 342 bene iciaries 
across all NSAP schemes revealed 
that 267 bene iciaries were inel-
igible for assistance. Further, 84 
bene iciaries were receiving less 
assistance while 216 bene iciaries 
were receiving excess assistance 
under IGNOAPS.

5. Compliance audit on Border 
Area Development Programme 
(Development Planning, Economic 
Reforms and North Eastern Coun-
cil Affairs Department): Border 
Area Development Programme 
(BADP) contributed towards cre-
ation of a number of durable assets 
in the border villages for the ben-
e its of people in border villages. 
Data of the Baseline survey con-
ducted in 2010 was not updated 
during 2012-17.

There were cases of non-pro-
visioning of funds for mainte-
nance of assets, non-adherence to 
sector-wise minimum allocation, 
non-release of State share, exe-
cution of impermissible schemes, 
delay in completion of works and 
idling of assets.

Evaluation study was not car-

ried out during 2012-17. No action 
was initiated to address the lacunae 
pointed out in the Evaluation study 
of NITI AAYOG during 2015. Crit-
ical infrastructure such as Junior 
High Schools and Senior Secondary 
Schools, water supply schemes and 
Public Health Sub Centres/Public 
Health Centres were not sanctioned 
during 2012-17. Projects were not 
completed within the stipulated 
time frame. Main highlights of the 
indings were as follows:

• Implementation of pro-
gramme was restricted to the vil-
lages located within 0-10 km of 
international border for the last 19 
years without declaring any village 
saturated thereby depriving the 
bene its to villages located beyond 
10 km.

• There was a total of Rs 22.95 
crore of unspent balance indicat-
ing lack of preparedness of line 
departments to absorb allocated 
funds and State Government also 
failed to release its proportionate 
share of Rs 3 crore in 2016-17.

• BADP schemes were execut-
ed in eight non border villages. 
Nine of the works executed were 
not permissible under programme 
guidelines.

• Out of 23 completed works 
of Rs 21.79 crore, ive works (Rs 
6.07 crore) were completed with 
delay of four to 24 months and 
eight works (Rs 10.89) were under 
progress beyond schedule by 7 to 
24 months.

• Car park and Cafeteria at 
Selempu, Adventure tourism in and 
around Kupup, Road from Sopakha 
village to Chewabhanjyang via Jore-
botey, etc. were lying idle.

6. IT audit on Sikkim Integrat-
ed Financial Management System 
(SIFMS): The Finance, Revenue 
and Expenditure Department ini-
tiated SIFMS in 2008-09 with the 
objective to provide real-time data 
and to make the accounting system 
of the Government more transpar-
ent and accurate. The objective of 
SIFMS had not been achieved as 

of November 2017. The System 
had weak control mechanisms and 
third party test of the system was 
not conducted. Main highlights of 
the indings were as follows:

• There was no Information Sys-
tem Security Policy and Password 
Policy. The SIFMS did not have the 
provision to restrict the number 
of invalid login attempts and “Ses-
sion time out” in order to safeguard 
against any unauthorised access 
which exposed the system to the 
risk of unauthorised use.

• Fire extinguishers, air condi-
tioned machines, etc. were not avail-
able in the IT Cell and PAO of ices 
except in PAO (HQ). Physical access 
to the site and individual personal 
computers was not regulated.

• While the database and the 
application had been hosted at the 
State Data Centre, Gangtok, the di-
saster recovery site of State Data 
Centre was created at the National 
Data Centre, New Delhi. However, 
they were not tested in disaster 
simulation exercises. IT personnel 
were also not trained to respond 
effectively in emergency situations.

• The IT cell, handling the 
data of the entire State was being 
manned by temporary program-
mers, hence, was fraught with the 
risk of interfering in the security 
and integrity of the data.

• There were inconsistencies in 
data due to absence of data valida-
tion system before input.  

• Non-mapping of applicable 
rules into the system had resulted 
in short realisation of Government 
revenue. Further, cases of excess 
expenditure over budget provision 
were also noticed.

OTHER IMPORTANT 
OBSERVATIONS:

7. The Sikkim Building and Oth-
er Construction Workers’ Welfare 
Board incurred irregular expen-
diture of Rs 3.03 crore out of total 
expenditure of Rs 11.21 crore from 
the cess fund exclusively meant 
for the bene it of labours and their 

families/dependents for whom the 
cess was actually collected.

8. Diversion by Social Justice, 
Empowerment and Welfare De-
partment of Rs 0.83 crore out of 
Rs 1 crore earmarked for construc-
tion of Ashram School defeated the 
objective of creating a permanent 
structure for the school.

9. Delay in installation of pow-
er supply by Animal Husbandry, 
Livestock, Fisheries and Veteri-
nary Services Department resulted 
in idling of Fish Feed Mills worth 
Rs 1.16 crore for more than three 
years and missed production of 
ish feed worth Rs 12.00 crore.

10. Setting up of a new bio-fer-
tiliser production unit by Food 
Security and Agriculture Develop-
ment Department at a cost of Rs 
1.29 crore at the same site of an ex-
isting unit was unwarranted as the 
Department was not able to utilise 
the product of existing unit. This 
was also irregular as the approval 
from the national mission for sus-
tainable agriculture was for state 
of art bio-pesticide unit and not for 
bio-fertiliser unit.

11. Delay in execution/comple-
tion of work by Roads and Bridges 
Department due to prolonged ten-
dering process and belated action 
for obtaining statutory clearances 
for encumbrance free land and 
shifting of power and electrical 
utilities led to avoidable payment 
of cost escalation of Rs 1.40 crore.

12. Failure to exercise due dil-
igence by the Roads and Bridges 
Department in executing the de-
posit work led to abandonment of 
project by user agency and conse-
quent unwarranted burden of Rs 
24.58 crore on the State exchequer.

13. There was excess payment 
by Rural Management and Devel-
opment Department of (i) Rs 0.60 
crore to the contractor on haulage 
charge of non-stock materials and 
(ii) Rs 0.64 crore towards labour 
on resizing and carriage of stones 
beyond requirement despite avail-
ability of stone at the work site.

14. Lack of proper planning by 
Urban development and Housing 
Department to provide encum-
brance free site prior to issue of 
work order resulted in delay in 
commencement of the work lead-
ing to cost escalation of Rs 1.22 
crore on account of increase in ma-
terial and labour cost.

15. Failure to award the dec-
laration under Section 11 of the 
Land Acquisition Act 1894 due 
to absence of budgetary provi-
sion with Urban Development 
and Housing Department for land 
acquisition and subsequent revi-
sion of compensation resulted in 
avoidable committed liability of Rs 
23.73 crore.

16. Incorrect billing of 33 out 
of 167 Bulk Supply consumers by 
Energy and Power Department for 
the periods when their electric me-
ters remained defective resulted in 
short collection of revenue of  Rs 
4.11 crore.

17. Short levy of demand 
charges contrary to the tariff pro-
visions by Energy and Power De-
partment resulted in extension of 
undue bene it to two HT consum-
ers with corresponding loss of rev-
enue of Rs 2.54 crore.

18. Failure in collection of wa-
ter tax by Water Resources and 
River Development Department 
resulted in loss of revenue of ru-
pees one crore.

In accordance with the provi-
sions contained in Article 151 of 
the Constitution, the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India is re-
quired to submit his Reports on Ac-
counts as well as major indings on 
audit of transactions to the Gover-
nor, who causes them to be laid on 
the table of the State Legislature. 
Once laid on the table, the Reports 
stand referred to the Public Ac-
counts Committee/Committee on 
Public Undertakings for discussion 
and suitable recommendations.

Public transport aquisitions received only 3% of 
Transport Deptt’s expense kitty in 2012-17 
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Teesta in 
spate a 
worry for 
Aadarsh Gaon 
residents 
YOGEN THATAL
S , 04 J :

The residents of Aa-
darsh Gaon, residing 

along the banks of river 
Teesta, are living in fear 
of water levels rising and 
causing damages to life 
and property.

“We, the residents of 
Aadarsh Gaon had sub-
mitted a letter to NHPC 
15 years back demand-
ing the construction of 
a protection wall but 
nothing has happened 
till date,” shared Milan 
Khatiwara, a resident of 
Aadarsh Gaon.

There are 35 hous-
es (both concrete and 
Kuchha houses) in the 
area and whenever the 
alarm is sounded, people 
rush to the safety zone or 
gather on the road. 

“Another letter has 
also been submitted re-
cently, but still the re-
sponse from the author-
ities has not been satis-
factory,” Mr Khatiwara 
added.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J :

Under the Krishi 
Kalyan Abhiyan, a 

daylong training cum 
demonstration on bee-
keeping was organised 
by KVK and ATMA West 
Sikkim at Timberbong in 
West Sikkim today. 

The program was 
chaired by Panchayat 
Member, Bishnu Kumar 
Limboo of Timberbong 
GPU, informs a press re-

lease. 
The details of scien-

ti ic beekeeping, feeding 
technique, transferring 
bees from traditional 
beehives to scienti ic 
beehives was given by 
SMS Bhishan Pradhan 
and JP Dulal. 

A demonstration on 
construction of clay hives 
was also given in the 
programme which was 
attended by 52 farmers 
and rural youth.

Beekeeping training 
held at Timberbong

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J :

A meeting of Sikkim 
Newar Guthi [SNG] 

was convened at Com-
munity Hall, Soreng to-
day which was chaired 
by the SNG president, 
Dilu Kumar Pradhan as 
the chief guest, informs a 
press release. 

The meeting was at-

tended by the central ex-
ecutive members of the 
SNG, representatives of 
Dentam, Soreng, Timbur-
bong, Budhan, Tharpu, 
Daramdin, Tikpur Sakhas.

In his welcome ad-
dress, KP Pradhan (zonal 
president-Soreng) pre-
sented a brief overview 
about the main agenda of 
the meeting. The meet-

ing had the proposal of 
“incarnation” of Dhiren 
Pradhan (Karma Sonam), 
the release mentions.

The meeting was ad-
dressed by DN Pradhan (Da-
ramdin), RM Pradhan and 
KN Pradhan (Dentam Zone).

The speakers strong-
ly urged members of the 
community to rise and 
come forward for the 

conservation of the rich 
culture and heritage of 
the Newars.  

Dr. Sushan Pradhan 
[youth secretary] dis-
cussed the initiatives of 
the youth wing of Sikkim 
Newar Guthi. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, chief guest, Dilu 
Kumar Pradhan, said that 
Newars in Sikkim are 

facing an identity crisis. 
Newars need to be aware 
of their present position 
in the state and work 
together for the uplift-
ment of all the Newars of 
the state. He also talked 
about the role of youth in 
the development of New-
ars in the state. 

The Sikkim Newar 
Guthi in principle took the 

responsibility of working 
for the “incarnation” of 
Karma Sonam S/o Lt. Hem 
Kr. Pradhan & Bhim Ku-
mari Pradhan of Soreng.

The programme was 
hosted by zonal secre-
tary, D Mani Pradhan 
concluded with the vote 
of thanks proposed 
by president (Soreng 
Sakha), KB Pradhan. 

Sikkim Newar Guthi holds meeting in Soreng

S , J  16 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya Assem-
blys Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) has 
pulled up the state’s 
SPV committee for its 
failure to implement Rs 
200 crore funded by ce-
ment giant Lafarge for 
socio-economic develop-
ment of the areas falling 
close to its mining site at 
Nongtrai-Shella in East 
Khasi Hills District.

The Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) Committee 
headed by the states chief 

secretary was constituted 
as per the ruling of the Su-
preme Court for implement-
ing various developmental 
schemes in these areas.

At present, the La-
farge Umiam Mining Pvt 
Ltd is exporting 2 million 
tonnes of limestone to its 
cement factory at Chattak 
in Bangladesh through a 
17 km-long cross-border 
conveyor belt.

Around 53 villages 
fall under the two con-
stituencies Shella and 
Mawsynram -- which are 

bene iciaries of the fund.
Speaking to report-

ers after the meeting, 
PAC chairman and senior 
Congress leader Charles 
Pyngrope said, From 
the records we have, 
the amount received by 
the SPV committee right 
from 2010-11 till 2018-
19 is about Rs 167 crore 
and they also earned 
interest of about Rs 34 
crores (as they could not 
implement the schemes 
at the earliest so the 
money was lying in the 

inancial institution).
The PAC felt that 

there was a slight de-
lay in implementing the 
schemes which would 
have bene ited the tribal 
population of that area 
and therefore, we had 
asked for a clari ication 
as to why the amount has 
not been spent, he added.

According to Pyn-
grope, the amount was 
supposed to be utilized 
for welfare projects man-
dated by the Supreme 
Court which includes 

development of health, 
education, economy ir-
rigation, agriculture for 
the local community and 
welfare of tribals.

More than Rs 200 
crore is in the hands of the 
SPV and yet they are just 
sitting idle. Therefore, we 
from the PAC, would like 
to see that the money is 
being utilized meaning-
fully for the welfare and 
bene it of the people, PAC 
member and Congress 
MLA from Mawsynram 
HM Shangpliang said.

CBI chargesheets 
Farooq Abdullah, 3 
others for alleged 

irregularities in JKCA
N  D , J  16 (PTI): The CBI today iled a charge 
sheet against former Jammu and Kashmir chief min-
ister Farooq Abdullah and three others in a special 
court in Srinagar in connection with alleged irregular-
ities and misappropriation of funds in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Cricket Association.

The agency has levelled charges of criminal con-
spiracy and criminal breach of trust under the Ranbir 
Penal Code against Abdullah, the then president of 
JKCA, Md Saleem Khan - the then general secretary, 
Ahsan Ahmad Mirza - the then treasuer and Bashir 
Ahmad Misgar, an executive in the J&K Bank.

The BCCI gave 112 crore to the JKCA between 
2002 and 2011 for the development of cricket facili-
ties in the state. Of this, Rs 43.69 crore was siphoned 
off and misappropriated by the accused, the agency 
has alleged.

Meghalaya PAC pulls up SPV 
for not using Lafarge funds

N  D , J  16 
(PTI): The Centre today 
sought a report from the 
West Bengal government 
on the collapse of a make-
shift tent at the venue of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s rally in Midnapore 
in which at least 67 peo-
ple were injured.

The tent was erect-
ed next to the main en-

trance of the rally venue 
to shelter people from 
the rain, and the incident 
happened when Modi 
was mid-way through his 
speech.

“The Centre has 
sought a report from the 
West Bengal government 
on the tent collapse in-
cident in Midnapore in 
which several people were 

injured,” a home ministry 
spokesperson said.

The prime minister 
saw the tent collapsing 
during his speech and 
immediately instructed 
special protection group 
personnel standing near 
him to look after the peo-
ple and attend to the in-
jured, of icials said.

P Kundu, the principal 

of the government-run 
West Midnapore Medi-
cal College and Hospital, 
said 67 people including 
13 women were admitted 
after the incident but no 
one was seriously injured.

Modi also visited the 
injured at the hospital 
later.

Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee said the 

state government would 
provide all medical assis-
tance to those injured in 
the incident.

“We pray for the 
speedy recovery of all 
those injured at the Mid-
napore rally today. The 
government is giving all 
help for medical treat-
ment,” Banerjee wrote on 
her Twitter handle.

Centre seeks report from WB govt on 
tent collapse incident in PM rally
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Gangtok on 
Tuesday, 
17 July

Temp: 25°C/18°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy, a thun-
dershower.
Sunrise: 04:49 AM
Sunset: 6:33 PM

ARGHU
The  Arghu (Anthyesthi Kriya) of Late 
Man Bahadur Gurung, World War II 
veteran who left for heavenly abode on 
27th June 2018 falls on 17th July 2018 
[Tuesday]. All relatives, family, friends 
and well wishers are requested to join us 
in offering prayers for the departed soul 
at our residence at Forest Colony Road, 
Baluwakhani, Gangtok. We also express 
our gratitude to all those who stood by us 
during our time of bereavement. 
R.K Gurung (Retd. Secy.) Son: 9434409231

Beena Gurung / Rita Gurung (Daughters 
in law) 9434117702/ 7063305164

Rabina (Grand daughter), H.N 
Pradhan (Grandson in law) 
Sudeep, Sandeep, Aditya, 

Abhishek, Anurag (Grandsons)

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
CENTRAL HEALTH STORES ORGANISATION

HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES & FAMILY 
WELFARE DEPARTMENT
CONVOY GROUND, TADONG.

GANGTOK, SIKKIM
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Memo No: CHSO/237/2018 Dated: 14/07/2018

Sealed quotations are invited from the reputed 
manufactures, authorised distributors/ deal-
ers/ representatives for supply of CR 100 MA 
X-Ray machine and Ultrasound machine for 
various health institutions for the year 2018-
19. The details of the NIT can be obtained from 
Sikkim Government website : www.sikkim.gov.
in w.e.f 18/07/2018.

Sd/-
Joint Director

Central Health Stores Ogganisation
R.O. No. 203/IPR/Pub./Classi/18-19 dt. 14.07.2018

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

TASHILING, GANGTOK – 737103
No. GOS/DTE/2016/71(I) Part-I/393 Dated 12th July 2018.

NOTICE
The State Government has no  fi ed establishment of fi rst Government Engi-
neering College in the State of Sikkim namely Sikkim Ins  tute of Science and 
Technology at Chisopani, South Sikkim vide No  fi ca  on No. 515/DIR(HE)/HRDD 
dated 17/1/2017.
The ins  tute having obtained the approval of AICTE is running following two 
B.Tech courses from the academic session 2018-19:-
(i) Civil – 40 seats  (ii) Computer Engineering – 40 seats.

It is a government college and the State Government has already announced 
that the candidates holding COI will get free educa  on in the ins  tute and they 
need not pay any fee except hostel and some incidental fees.
The admission to this ins  tute is open and desirous candidates may approach 
the Addi  onal Director, Technical Educa  on, Room No. 601, in the Directorate 
of Technical Educa  on, HRD Department, Tashiling. Gangtok for admission relat-
ed ma  ers. They may also contact the Administra  ve Offi  cer, SIST, Mrs. Surekha 
Sharma in her Mobile No. 9434188133.
There are limited seats and the allotment will be made on fi rst come fi rst serve 
basis. Therefore desirous candidates are advised to apply for the seat immedi-
ately as the induc  on programme will commence from 23rd July 2018.

Sd/-
Deputy Director,

Technical Educa  on
Human Resource Dev. Department

R.O. No. 204/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 14.7.2018

DIRECTORATE OF STATE LOTTERIES
FINANCE, REVENUE & EXPENDITUREDEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK.

No: FIN/DSSL/656/2017-18/(Part File)/154 Date: 09/07/2018

INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR 08 (EIGHT) WEEKLY ONLINE LOTTERY DRAWS 
(PART A)

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Directorate of Sikkim State Lot-
teries under Finance, Revenue & Expenditure Department, Government of 
Sikkim invites Tender/ Bids from eligible Proprietorship/ Partnership Firms/
Companies registered under the law for appointment of Marke  ng Agent for 
marke  ng and sale of 08(Eight) Sikkim Online weekly lo  eries per day (Part-A).
For more details please visit the Government website www.sikkim.gov.in.
For more details & complete tender process please visit State Procurement 
Portal: www.sikkimtender.gov.in.

Sd/-
Director

Sikkim State Lo  eries
Contact No:- (03592)- 280227/280226/280225.

R.O. No. 190/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 9.07.2018

league. She added that 
the board even brought 
a referee from Chakung 
to conduct the match but 
due to failure to provide 
proper accommodation 
to the referee SFA sent 
him back. She also re-
futed the allegation that 
they had threatened ref-
erees from Pakyong.

Mr Lama expressed 
his sadness on the let-
ter sent by the SFA to 
the AIFF on the suspen-
sion of the referee board 
along with various alle-
gations. 

“I have given 30 years 
of my life to this profes-
sion but such a letter to 
the AIFF and the allega-
tions would tarnish my 
career,” he stated. 

He added that the 
suspension of the referee 
board would adversely 
affect the future of young 
national and other refer-
ees from Sikkim.

“We have national ref-
erees with international 
experience and other 
certi ied referees but 
the recent statement of 
SFA about bringing qual-
i ied referees from out-
side the State to conduct 
the remaining matches 
in the second division 
league implies that there 
are no certi ied referees 
in Sikkim and that is a 
great insult to referees 
of Sikkim,” he expressed. 
He added that there are 
around 50 certi ied ref-
erees in the State.

Mr Lama informed 
that SFA has been provid-
ing Rs 300 per match and 
Rs 100 for food to local 
referees. He added that 
SFA is currently providing 
Rs 1000 per match along 
with decent hotel ac-
commodation along with 
travel allowance and oth-
er allowance to referees 
brought from outside. 

Mr Lama further said 
that they will approach 
different authorities in-
cluding the state govern-
ment and even take legal 
recourse to get justice for 
local referees. 

“Everyone has to 
work together for the 
welfare of referees and 
development of football 
in the State,” he added.

Suspended 
Referee Board 
demands 
explanation 
from SFA
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J : 

A music video ‘Jhim-
kauney Pareli’ was 

of icially released here 
at Press Club of Sikkim 
today. The music video 
will now be telecast on 
local cable and played on 
FM channels in the State. 
There are also plans to 
take it to different chan-
nels in Nepal. 

The song is sung by 
Bidhan Thapa and Srija-

na Shilal, while the orig-
inal lyrics of the song 
were written by Santosh 
Darjee and recreated by 
Bidhan Thapa. The mu-
sic video is directed by 
Avishkar Bhattarai and 
arrangement and audio 
mix has been done by Ad-
itya Pradhan. This music 
video features models, 
Rubina Poudyal Chettri 
and Adarsh Chettri.   

Mr Thapa stated that 
this music video has pro-
vided a platform for local 

artists to work together. 
He mentioned that the 
music video has been 
shot at Rumtek, Buddha 
Park in Ravangla and 
Temi Tea Garden.

Model Rubina Poudy-
al Chettri expressed her 
happiness over working 
in the music video. She 
added that the team in 
this project has been 
working to promote local 
talents of the State.

Music video ‘Jhimkauney 
Pareli’ released

DRUKPA TSECHI CELEBRATED IN GANGTOK: Devotees offer prayers at Dichen Choeling Monastery (Tamang 
Gompa) in Gangtok on the occasion of Drukpa Tsechi on Monday. [from NIRMAL MANGAR]

SUMMIT REPORT 
S , 16 J :

Singtam watched the 
inals of World Cup 

2018 on large projector 
screens set up near the 
Singtam PS  and old food 
godown on Sunday. The 
screening near Singtam 
PS was organised by Ju-
bilee Villa Football Club.

An open stage was 
also set up where an 
Arm Wresting and Bench 
Press competition was 
organized during the day 
by Fitware House Gym, a 
branch of Jubilee Villa FC.  

Dara Gaon Suraksha 
Samity of Singtam ward 
No 02 also screened 
the World Cup inals 
on a large projector 
screen near the old food 
godown, Singtam where 

around 300 football lov-
ers enjoyed the match.

“This is the irst time 
that such an initiative is 

being taken to bring all the 
youths together and build 
a healthy society as well,” 
shared Hangu Bhutia, the 

founder of Jubilee Villa FC 
and Neeraj Pradhan work-
ing president  of Dara 
Gaon Suraksha Samity.

Singtam watches World Cup 
inals on big screen

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J :

Farmers of Yangtey 
GPU were provided 

orientation and brie ing 
on the National Standard 
for Organic Production 
(NSOP) and National Or-
ganic Production (NOP) 
standards for organic 
production today. 

As per a press release, 
the training program was 
chaired by the ward pan-
chayat, Aita Raj Rai of 
Lower Yangtey while the 
resource person for the 
training was Field Of i-
cer cum Master Trainer, 
Biren Tiwari assisted by 
Sangmoo Lepcha.

The training began 
with outlining the impor-
tance of organic farming 
and what progress has 
been made so far in the 
GPU. The participants 
were informed about the 
various opportunities 
that the Government has 
been creating in the agri-
culture sector. 

Farmers were in-
formed about the recent 
directive of the district 
administration to culti-
vate crops in all barren 

land and enhance crop 
production. 

The key elements of 
National standard for Or-
ganic Production (NSOP) 
and National Organic 
Production (NOP) stan-
dards were highlighted 
and how crop production 

needs to be undertaken 
as per these standards. 

Biren Tiwari also 
shared information about 
the regular internal and 
external inspection pro-
cesses. The training end-
ed with vote of thanks by 
Sangmoo Lepcha.

Yangtey farmers oriented on 
organic production standards

N  D , J  16 (PTI): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh today said he 
along with his BJP minis-
ters and MLAs, will have 
to resign if the state’s ter-
ritorial integrity is com-
promised in the peace 
pact to be signed between 
Naga insurgent group 
NSCN-IM and the Centre.

Biren Singh, who met 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh along with a dele-
gation of MLAs to high-
light the concerns of Ma-
nipur, also said that the 
Centre should inform the 
state government and 
the assembly about the 
contour of the agreement 
before inalising it.

The BJP chief minis-
ter said they have con-
veyed to the Home min-
ister about their appre-
hensions about the Naga 
peace accord.

“During the assem-
bly election campaign 
(2017), the prime min-

ister (Narendra Modi), 
(BJP president) Amit 
Shah and Rajnath ji as-
sured us that territorial 
integrity of Manipur will 
not be touched.

“If our voice is not 
heard, if the consent of 
the state assembly or of 
the people is not taken, 
then we will have dif-
iculties. Then we will 

have to leave our posts,” 
he told reporters here.

Making it clear that 
the proposed Naga accord 
should be limited to Na-
galand only, Biren Singh 
said the boundaries of the 
other northeastern states 
should not be compro-
mised and the sentiments 
of the people of Manipur 
should not be hurt.

“If the solution in-
volves any part of Ma-
nipur, then the central 
government must take 
the consent of the state 
assembly,” he said.

The chief minister 

said his government 
wants a peaceful solution 
to the Naga problem, but 
the protection of the ter-
ritorial integrity of Mani-
pur is very important.

“If something happens 
due to the peace talks, then 
the reaction of people will 
be different,” he said.

Biren Singh’s remarks 
came amid reports that 
the central government 
is inching closer to a inal 
deal with the NSCN-IM to 
bring a lasting solution 
to the decades old Naga 
insurgency problem.

The NSCN-IM’s key 

demand is to integrate 
Naga-inhabited areas of 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam and Manipur. But the 
BJP governments in the 
three states have strong-
ly opposed to it.

Seeking to allay con-
cerns of the three north-
eastern states, the Home 
minister had announced 
on December 8, 2017, that 
the territorial integrity of 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam and Manipur would 
not be compromised 
while inking the inal 
Naga peace accord.

Have to resign if Manipur’s territorial integrity 
is compromised in Naga pact: CM Biren Singh
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Make Space for People 
in the Public Domain

Enough of dictating terms while 
pretending to confer

Certi icates of Identi ication, Old Laws, land acquisi-
tion, statehood, identity chauvinism, territorial in-

tegrity, seat reservation... these are some of the issues 
that have been in the news of late. There have been 
many comments issued in the public domain on these 
matters, but start scratching the nature of reactions 
and it quickly becomes apparent that most of the voic-
es come out from the same bouquet of opinionators. 
Public opinion is claimed by those who have tradition-
ally usurped the privilege to speak from the people, an 
empowerment which now allows them to dictate even 
though they might be claiming to be conferring and set 
the agenda even when they are supposedly trying to 
build consensus.

There is a small clutch of voices which occupies 
the public domain and while there is nothing wrong in 
holding opinions and broadcasting them, the quality 
of debate suffers in the absence of variety or new voic-
es. The region, unfortunately, is af licted by a paucity 
of representative voices which can claim to be genu-
inely speaking for a wide section of people. The pub-
lic space is monopolised by political viewpoints, each 
comment anchored in the political position projecting 
the view. It does not help that political personalities 
and leanings in iltrate other organisations with ease 
and get their views echoed from there as well. The 
ruling and the Opposition groups and all sections and 
fronts aligned with either of them react on expected 
lines and never surprise with the positions they take 
and rarely enlighten with lucid explanations or justi i-
cations. And no, they stopped explaining their actions 
a long time ago.

The priority for them is to embarrass or dominate 
the other side and this they pursue with spite instead 
of reason. The media allows them the platform to ex-
change their barbs, and while all of this can be very en-
tertaining, it is rarely informative. Refer to the short list 
with which this piece begins and it becomes obvious 
that though many allegations, counter allegations, jus-
ti ications and claims have been made on these issues, 
the issues themselves remain largely under-explained 
and widely misunderstood. Because the political voic-
es get so belligerent in these debates, the unattached 
voices hesitate from entering the discussions because 
that would attract immediate political branding which 
most apolitical stances would be uncomfortable with. 
It is time that this hesitation was overcome, because 
the people’s right to know and understand is suffering 
as a result. 

The process can be initiated if genuinely apoliti-
cal groups and organisations, even social organisa-
tions, overcame their passivity and engaged more 
energetically on issues that concerned the people, 
tried to understand them better and then shared 
their informed stands. Until that happens, as far as 
the people are concerned, they will view debates on 
all issues only as rants and counter-rants between 
political opponents, not as important discussions 
which could affect them.

MARTIN FARR
theconversation.com

One of the few conventions Donald Trump has 
observed as president has been to venerate 
Winston Churchill. The intention was obvi-

ous therefore when on the evening of his arrival in 
the UK he was feted at Churchill’s birthplace, Blen-
heim Palace. Indeed, in the whole of his three days 
in Britain, the only time Trump was allocated to 
spend outside of a palace, a castle, or a golf course 
was be in a helicopter going between them – an ar-
rangement not unlike the visit of the hitherto most 
unpopular American president, George W Bush.

Trump arrived in the UK at an extraordinarily 
sensitive moment. Britain is detaching itself from 
one of its two geo-strategic moorings, the EU, the 
other being the US. The importance of that relation-
ship sent the prime minister, Theresa May, lying in 
haste (and to some ridicule) across the Atlantic to 
meet Trump as soon as he became president. She 
has now welcomed him in the midst of her latest, 
most serious, Brexit crisis – seeking support from 
the “special relationship”.

With massive protests planned weeks in ad-
vance, the plan was to keep the visit as tight and 
cloistered as possible. Given the guest, there were 
high expectations of the unexpected. But Trump 
has actually exceeded them.

In an interview with The Sun on July 12, Trump 
said May’s Brexit policy would “probably kill” a 
US-UK trade deal – a key ambition of Brexiters – 
the problem being, typically, that “she didn’t lis-
ten to me”. He then praised her recently departed 
foreign secretary as likely to “make a great prime 
minister”. The pageantry of the palace appears to 
have counted for little, and Theresa May has been 
placed in an impossible position like no prime 
minister before her.

Evidently enjoying the chaos he had created, in 
their joint meeting at Chequers Trump, by turns 
contradictory and incoherent, blamed “fake news” 
for stories of disagreement, and was at pains to 
state that their relationship was “very, very strong”, 
and that his visit was “really something”. At a joint 
press conference after their meeting, he clouded 
his original meaning: “Once the Brexit process is 
concluded and maybe the UK has left the EU … I 
don’t know what you’re gonna do, just make sure 
we can trade together, that’s all that matters.” To 
settle matters he assured the world that the special 
relationship was “the highest level of special”.

Trump’s earlier transgressions had become 
so well-known as to be a litany. He has retweeted 
Britain First, endorsed Nigel Farage for US ambas-
sador, insulted the mayor of London and derided 
the location of America’s new London embassy. His 
latest interventions are nothing less than a calcu-
lated insult to the prime minister – a humiliation. 
One runs out of superlatives. Nothing like this has 
ever happened before.

To add to the general air of unreality, this was 
the irst time the itinerary of a presidential visit has 
been published alongside a list of protests one can 
choose from. Still, the visit has its precedents.

CONVENTION AND CHOREOGRAPHY
Trump is the 12th US president to visit the UK while 
in of ice. Of the two-termers, Bill Clinton came six 

times, George W Bush ive, Barack Obama and Ron-
ald Reagan four, Richard Nixon three, and Dwight 
Eisenhower two. One-termers Jimmy Carter and 
George Bush each came once, though John F Kenne-
dy managed two visits in his single foreshortened 
term. Before Kennedy, only two presidents had vis-
ited, both after shared victories in world war: Har-
ry Truman on his way to Potsdam in August 1945, 
and Woodrow Wilson on his way to the Paris Peace 
Conference in December 1918.

Nixon’s irst visit in 1969 was subject to pro-
tests against Vietnam – an American war a Labour 
prime minister had kept Britain out of (partly in 
consequence, Lyndon Johnson never came). George 
W. Bush visited in 2003 during another American 
war which had elicited a contrasting response from 
a different Labour prime minister.

It’s a re lection of the orientation of the respec-
tive political cultures that it’s only ever Republi-
can presidents who are unpopular in Britain. The 
worst it got for a Democrat was the awkwardness 
of Clinton’s visit in February 1993 – and only then 
because of the John Major government’s rather in-
judicious preference for his opponent.

What united all of these visits was convention. 
Even when there were Anglo-American disagree-
ments, there was at least diplomatic language and 
due process. Indeed, Trump’s behaviour is a chal-
lenge to norms of diplomacy, manners, even gram-
mar: no previous president would have publicly 
described somewhere he was about to visit – much 
less a close ally – as “a situation with turmoil”. Such 
iconoclasm is of course, central to his appeal; his 
purpose.

Choreography has always been applied to add 
value to these visits: Reagan stayed at Windsor 
Castle, rode with the Queen and addressed both 
houses of Parliament, as did Obama and Clinton – 
who also attended a Cabinet meeting. The present 
president is a test of any choreographer.

TEARING UP THE RULEBOOK
When one party to a diplomatic encounter appears 

to delight in subverting the norms of due process, 
personal diplomacy assumes greater signi icance – 
but Trump’s capriciousness presents another chal-
lenge when set against May’s uncommonly ordered 
personality. Yet however fashionable it is to deny 
it – and however confused or stilted Trump and 
May’s relationship might be – these two countries 
really do share a special relationship.

Britain and America’s commonalities – lan-
guage, commerce, defence, foreign policy, intel-
ligence, customs, culture – mean that, as close 
Obama adviser Ben Rhodes said this month, the 
UK and US never meet to negotiate, because the 
start and end points are the same: “That makes it 
a unique relationship that you don’t have with any 
other country.”

This is, perhaps, the greatest challenge for the 
prime minister: it’s no longer clear what start or 
end points the US and UK share. Indeed, as Trump 
has demonstrated since arriving, nobody knew 
what her guest would say on any given subject – 
possibly not even the guest himself.

It is an axiom of diplomacy to deal with the 
world as it is rather as one might like it to be, and 
it follows that the visit of any American president 
needs to be a welcoming one. But protesters have 
more power than they may realise: Trump had al-
ready cancelled one visit for fear of a humiliating 
reception, and no other president is so likely to feel 
slighted – even if, as a native New Yorker, Trump 
will be familiar with personalised blimps.

It seems an age since an American president 
- still living - visited the UK with minimal securi-
ty, and was met by thousands of members of the 
public, cheering and waving. In rare continuity, this 
president has also attracted thousands of members 
of the public, with their hand gestures.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Modern and Con-
temporary British History, Newcastle University]

Trump’s visit has thrown special relationship 
into unprecedented turmoil

This has reference to the work 
‘Pavement and surfacing work 

at PMGSY road from NSH to Swayem 
– Dethang under Namok – Swayem 
Gram Panchayat Unit, North Sikkim’.

We, the community members 
of Swayem Dethang village under 
Rangrang PS, North Sikkim, bring 
to the attention of all the concerned 
as below;

1.  Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak 
Yojna is one of the most crucial and 
signi icant project of 
the Indian Government 
that aims at turning 
India with the pace of 
the most sophisticated 
infrastructural develop-
ment of its nooks and 
corner and Sikkim is no 
exception. Interestingly and in view 
to the repeated demand and aspira-
tion of our village community, a road 
under PMGSY was sanctioned from 
North Sikkim Highway – Swayem – 
Dethang, way back in 2014.

2. Despite the work awarded to 
the executing agency in 2014 and the 
commencement of the work on Nov 
1, 2014, the said work still appears 
to be a day dream for the local poor 
natives who have been aspiring for 
their village to be connected with 
the mainstream district. The actual 
stipulated date of completion was 
31/05/2016. However, the comple-
tion date was extended to 2017 and 
now further to March 2018. 

3. The reason for delay in com-
pletion as communicated to us un-
der RTI 2005 is shown as “incessant 

rainfall in the year 2016 – 2017 se-
verely affected the working season”. 
Worth pondering here is that Sikkim 
is prone to incessant rain and its ef-
fects, every year. Did the department 
not consider this prominent factor 
when project pertaining to such huge 
public signi icance is executed? And 
moreover, did the executing agency 
not know such factors when he ac-
cepted to execute the said work?

4. It is very unfortunate and sur-
prising to witness that 
despite our various rep-
resentations and notices 
to the Chief Secretary/
GoS, Secretary/ GoS, 
DC/North, Of ice of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
etc. no response is forth-

coming which clearly establishes the 
nexus involved in unleashing mas-
sive corruption in this work. Few 
protective walls that were construct-
ed to divert attention has already 
collapsed. Most surprisingly, as lo-
cal community members, we never 
happen to witness any supervising /
monitoring of icials at the site who is 
responsible for ensuring timely com-
pletion and quality of the said work.

5. In any case, it is the State exche-
quer involved and the interest of the 
local bene iciaries that is put at stake 
by the most ignorant, negligent and 
callous handling of the RMDD, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim in ensuring time-
ly completion of the said work. The 
work which otherwise was supposed 
to be completed and operational 
within two years is still a dream for 

the locals. RMDD’s  sustained and un-
justi ied leniency towards the work 
executing agency indeed re lects 
possible nexus between your depart-
ment and the work executing agen-
cy that has in effect led to complete 
stagnation of the said work.

6. We are further perturbed to 
see that despite our repeated pleas 
and communications all these many 
years, RMDD is least bothered to rake 
the matter to its logical conclusion, 
let alone initiate stern actions against 
the failing of icers/engineers and 
other responsible stakeholders. We 
strongly sense an unholy nexus be-
tween the RMDD and the concerned 
stakeholders in intentionally delay-
ing or perhaps permanently putting 
halt to this project that involves sig-
ni icant public money for the reasons 
best known to the RMDD Secretary 
and associates.

Last but not the least, if the gov-
ernment of Sikkim is not able to 
complete or even commence this 
signi icant project, it must graceful-
ly declare closure of this signi icant 
project to enable itself (government 
/ RMDD) & associates to wilfully di-
vert and enjoy the fund slated for this 
project to bene it their undisclosed 
interests. 

Passang Lepcha & Dor-
jee Namgyal Bhutia

(on behalf of the affected community 
members of Syawem, North Sikkim)

Delay in PMGSY road construction in Swayem
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K , J  16 (PTI): 
Guardians of the six fast-
ing senior students of 
state-run Calcutta Med-
ical College and Hospi-
tal expressed support 
to their wards’ stir and 
threatened to join the 
hunger strike which en-
tered seventh day today.

The students of sec-
ond, third and fourth 
year were on hunger 
strike to press for their 
demand for accommo-
dation in a new hostel 
which is allotted only for 
irst year students.

“The old hostel build-
ing of the senior students 
is in poor shape. We are 

on the side of our chil-
dren in this agitation,” 
one of the guardians told 
reporters in the hospital 
compound today.

“If their demand was 
not looked into by to-
morrow, we will join the 
hunger strike,” he said.

The guardians said a 
deputation will be submit-
ted to the college Principal 
Uchhal Bhadra on behalf 
of the guardians urging for 
immediate steps to solve 
the impasse.

The principal earli-
er said as per guidelines 
of the Medical Council 
of India (MCI), freshers 
and seniors cannot be ac-

commodated in the same 
hostel building to pre-
vent incidents of ragging.

Appealing to the stu-
dents to withdraw the 
fast, Bhadra yesterday 
told reporters that the 
old hostel building would 
be renovated very soon 
and those senior stu-
dents, who are facing ac-
commodation problem, 
can be put up there.

“With the admission 
process to the irst year 
going on, I urge the stu-
dents not to continue the 
fast.” he had said.

The students, how-
ever, said the fast will 
continue till the admin-

istration opens the new 
hostel building for both 
senior and freshers.

One of the fasting 
students said, “Six of us 
are now on fast. If any-
one has to be hospital-
ised, his/her place will 
be taken up by another 
student.” 

Two of the fasting stu-
dents fell ill during the 
past ive days. Their places 
were taken by two others.

On July 5, the senior 
students had gheraoed the 
principal on the same de-
mand. However, the gher-
ao was withdrawn after 
the police were called in.

K , J  16 (PTI): 
Hitting back at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
the Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) today accused him 
of spreading “misinfor-
mation” against its gov-
ernment in West Bengal 
and alleged that the BJP 
was running a syndicate 
that “peddles religious 
terrorism”.

Soon after Modi 
launched a no-holds-
barred attack on the 
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment at a Midnapore 
rally charging it with 
“throttling democracy” 
and running a “syndicate 
raj” in the state without 
whose approval nothing 
moves, the TMC came out 
with an equally scathing 
counter-offensive, warn-
ing the BJP leaders “not to 
play with ire”. 

A statement, jointly 
issued by TMC secretary 
general Partha Chatter-

jee and its leader in Ra-
jya Sabha Derek O’ Brien, 
alleged that it was the 
BJP which was running a 
“syndicate” of “lynching”. 

“Syndicate. Who 
knows better than the 
BJP leaders about syndi-
cate? Your party is a syn-
dicate that peddles re-
ligious extremism. Your 
party is a syndicate for 
fanatics. Your party is a 
lynching syndicate. 

“Your party is a tor-
ture syndicate. Your 
party is a syndicate for 
agencies. Your party is a 
syndicate which created 

notebandi (demonetisa-
tion). Your party is a syn-
dicate of corruption. So, 
BJP leaders should not 
play with ire, “ the state-
ment said.

The TMC claimed the 
BJP leaders do not have a 
development agenda.

“Try as you may to 
harass us with your 
agencies, we will not bow 
down to any BJP syndi-
cate. Bengal is for all. It is 

the cultural capital of the 
world. The BJP leaders 
speech proved that they 
have no development 
agenda at all,” the state-
ment said.

Countering the allega-
tions of farmers suicide in 
Bengal as “completely base-
less”, the statement cited 
a Parliamentary report on 
farmer suicide across the 
country where the igure in 
Bengal was zero.

G , J  16 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind has approved the As-
sam Witch Hunting (Pro-
hibition, Prevention and 
Protection) Bill, 2015, 
converting it to an Act, 
almost three years after 
it was passed by the state 
Assembly.

The Act, aimed at 
eliminating the supersti-
tion from the society, im-
poses a punishment of up 
to seven years and a ine 
of up to Rs 5 lakh.

Kovind gave his as-
sent to the Bill on June 
13, making any of-
fence under the Act as 
non-bailable, cognizable 
and non-compoundable, 

according to information 
available on the of icial 
website of the presi-
dent’s secretariat.

Branding people, most-
ly women, as witch and 
killing them is a very old 

problem across Assam.
Between 2001 and 

2017, 193 people -- 114 
women and 79 men 
-- have been branded 
as witch and killed and 
202 cases have been 

registered by the police 
during this period, Addi-
tional Director General of 
Police (CID) Anil Kumar 
Jha said.

To tackle this men-
ace, the Assam Assem-

bly on August 13, 2015, 
had unanimously passed 
a Bill, which imposes 
imprisonment of up to 
seven years, along with 
a ine of up to Rs 5 lakh, 
for branding someone as 
witch. This Bill has now 
become an Act.

“This is a positive step 
for the society to tackle 
the witch-hunting men-
ace. If all stakeholders 
work together, we will be 
able control the problem, 
based on superstition, to 
a large extent,” he said.

The Act would be im-
posed, along with Section 
302 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), if someone is 
killed after being brand-

ed as witch.
The punishment for 

leading a person to com-
mit suicide after intimi-
dating, stigmatising, de-
faming and accusing her 
as witch, may be extend-
ed to life imprisonment, 
along with Rs 5 lakh ine.

The Act also talks 
about various measures 
that the administration 
and police should initiate, 
along with NGOs and civil 
society, to educate people 
about witch-hunting.

It also entails that the 
ine realised as punish-

ment for an offence shall 
be paid to the victim or 
his/her next of kin as 
compensation.

G , J  16 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
today told a team of 
journalists from ASEAN 
countries to take initia-
tive to improve connec-
tivity between Guwahati 
and the capital cities of 
their countries.

Interacting with 
the visiting journalists, 
Sonowal called upon them 
to take initiative to im-
prove connectivity, espe-
cially air connectivity be-
tween Guwahati and the 
capital cities of the ASEAN 
countries and for setting 
up consulates of of their 
countries in Guwahati.

“We are next door 
neighbours. We have a 
common history which 
started with Chaolung 
Sukafa’s arrival in Assam 
from Yunnan. Our govern-
ment wants to strength-
en this relationship and 
give it a new dimension 
through regular exchange 
of dialogue for better con-
nectivity and trade and 
commerce”, he said.

Sonowal told the vis-
iting journalists that they 
could play a signi icant 

role in taking forward 
Assam government’s en-
deavours by way of their 
writings and media re-
ports and emphasised 
on youth and cultural ex-
change programmes for 
mutual bene it.

Stating the Act East 
Policy enunciated by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi gives a major 
thrust to India’s dialogue 
with the ASEAN coun-
tries keeping Assam as 
the nerve centre, he said 
India the ASEAN nations 
could meaningfully gain 
from the relationship 
cemented by the policy 
considering the rich re-
pository of natural and 
human resources in the 
India’s east.

“We must work to-
gether to grow together”, 
Sonowal said underlin-
ing the potential which 
could be channelised for 
mutual growth.

Twenty journalists 
from ASEAN countries 
called on Sonowal as part 
of a familiarisation visit 
under the India-ASEAN 
Media Exchange Pro-
gramme.

Guwahati, Jul 16 (PTI): 
FMCG major Britan-
nia today opened its Rs 
170-crore manufacturing 
plant in Assam and an-
nounced plans to hire a 
total 1,000 people at the 
unit -- its largest green-
ield facility. 

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal to-
day inaugurated the plant 
at Rampur near Guwahati 
in presence of Britannia 
Industries Managing Di-
rector Varun Berry.

“Women comprise 
70 per cent of the facto-
ry’s workforce and are 

well represented in all 
three shifts that the fac-
tory operates. The total 
strength of workers will 
be around 1,000 people 
at the time of the facto-
ry’s full- ledged opera-
tions,” the company said.

Berry informed that 
this is Britannia’s largest 
green ield manufactur-
ing facility, which was set 
up at an investment of Rs 
170 crore.

“This will cater to the 
growing demand from 
North East.

We are very excited 
about this launch as it 

helps augment our vision 
to be a total foods com-
pany and strengthen our 
position as a market lead-
er in the packaged foods 
industry,” he added.

The company plans 
further expansion of its 
footprint in Assam by 
investing in a inished 
goods distribution cen-
tre at an investment of Rs 
20 crore that will cater to 
the entire North Eastern 
market, Berry said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sonowal said: “We 
want to make Assam the 
gateway to the whole of 

South East Asia and we 
have made great strides 
towards this in the past 
2-3 years. We look for-
ward to the opportuni-
ties and employment 
possibilities this new re-
lationship with Britannia 
Industries offers.” This 
new facility will produce 
a wide array of Britannia 
products to cater exten-
sively to Assam and the 
neighbouring states, the 
company said.

The unit is spread 
over 22 acres and has an 
annual production ca-
pacity of 60,000 tones.

Media persons from 
ASEAN countries 
call on Assam CM

President gives assent to Assam’s 
anti-witch hunting bill

TMC accuses PM of spreading misinformation, 
BJP of peddling religious terrorism
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Guardians of fasting students 
threaten to join 7-day-old stir

Britannia rolls out Rs 170-cr unit 
in Assam; to hire 1,000 persons

The TMC claimed 
that the public meeting 
addressed by Modi was 
attended mostly by peo-
ple from neighbouring 
states like Jharkhand and 
Odisha, and that vehicles 
from Patna were also 

spotted. 
“There were hardly 

any locals or farmers. 
There was a lot of cor-
porate money spent for 
this political meeting,” 
the ruling party in West 
Bengal alleged. 

Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee has been severe-
ly critical of the Modi Gov-
ernment policies. She has 
been at the forefront of 
efforts to unite the opposi-
tion parties to oust the BJP 
at the Centre in the 2019 
general elections. 

The BJP, which was 
only an also-ran till 
some years back, has 
made substantial im-
provement in its vote 
share in recent bye-elec-
tions in the state.
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P , J  16 (AP): It was 
a victory for all of France 
and the home crowd did 
it justice, pouring into 
Paris’ Champs-Elysees 
Avenue by the tens of 
thousands to celebrate in 
an explosion of joy.

France’s 4-2 win over 
Croatia in the World 
Cup inal in Moscow on 
Sunday marked the sec-
ond time in 20 years 
that France has won the 
World Cup, and came at 
a time when the people 
feel needy.

“It represents enor-
mous things,” said Gof-
frey Hamsik, dressed in 
a hat resembling a roost-
er - the French national 
symbol - and a shirt with 
the No. 10 for Kylian 
Mpappe, the 19-year-old 
breakout star who hails 
from the Paris suburb of 
Bondy.

“We’ve had lots of 
problems in France these 
past years,” he said, re-
calling deadly terror at-
tacks.

“This is good for the 
morale ... Here, we are all 
united. We mix. There is 
no religion, there is noth-
ing, and that’s what feels 

good.” People wrapped in 
lags and dressed in crazy 

hats, and one man spot-
ted totally nude except 
for the tricolor, marched 
down the avenue where 
France displayed its mil-
itary might a day earlier 
for Bastille Day.

Revelers set off 
smoke bombs in the na-
tional colors - blue, white 
and red - obscuring Na-
poleon’s triumphal arch. 
People climbed atop ev-
ery newspaper kiosk and 

bus stop in the area to 
wave lags and lead the 
crowds below in cheers. 
The national anthem, the 
Marseillaise, rang out, 
cars honked horns and 
cherry bombs cracks.

A young man sprayed 
a ire extinguisher on 
the crowd on a late hot 
afternoon.

Hundreds of police in 
riot gear were discretely 
lined up on side streets 
to monitor revelers.

Typically, celebra-

tions in France end up 
with some broken shop 
windows and other 
destruction, and Sun-
day was no exception. 
Tear gas was lobbed 
at one point on the 
Champs-Elysees.

About 4,000 po-
lice watched over the 
fan zone - packed to its 
90,000 capacity - during 
the match, then moved to 
the Champs-Elysees and 
neighboring streets.

As night fell, The Eif-

fel Tower lashed 1998-
2018 to mark France’s 
two World Cup titles.

The Arc de Triomph 
was awash in the na-
tional colors, lit with the 
rooster, the faces of the 
winning team and the 
words “Proud to be Blue,” 
or French.

The celebrations 
were spread across the 
nation.

For all the crazy an-
tics - and some revelers 
who got out of control 

- a sense of patriotism 
and unity was almost 
visceral.

Antoine Griezmann, 
the France striker who 
scored one of the goal’s 
Sunday, told a news 
conference two days 
before the final, tele-
vised on BFM TV, that 
pride in country is in 
short supply.

“We say it so little ... 
We should be proud to be 
French,” Griezmann said.

Mahmoud Bourassi 
was among those taking 
a longer-term view and 
he had some sobering 
thoughts about France’s 
run to the title and the 
festivities it has sparked.

Bourassi runs a 
youth center in Bondy 
- Mbappe’s home that 
was among those scarred 
by riots in 2005 that ex-
posed the issures of 
France that have yet to 
heal - and he knows the 
teenage star of the tour-
nament.

“All this euphoria and 
effervescence, it’s pos-
itive but it’s emotional 
and ephemeral,” he said 
ahead of France’s win. 
Bourassi said sports is a 

“catalyst to bring people 
and nations together.”

But, he added, it must 
be built on.

“What we’re seeing is 
magic, exceptional. But 
what are we going to do 
with it tomorrow?” That 
is a question for Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, 
who was in Moscow cel-
ebrating with the team 
on victory night, and will 
receive the squad more 
formally on Monday at 
the presidential Elysee 
Palace.

Revelers celebrated 
the moment.

“We’re happy. It took 
20 years ... It’s the pride 
of the nation. It unites 
everyone. It federates,” 
Frederique Pourquet 
said as she and her friend 
left the Champs-Elysees.

The win “shows that 
the French people are 
consolidated and the 
work of all France,” said 
Omar Bzi.

Hajar Maghnaoui, of 
Asnieres, north of Par-
is, said “It’s a way to 
bring the French people 
together, and also the 
world.

With fl ags, song, pride, French 
celebrate unifying victory

Ramesh Powar 
named Indian 
women’s team 
interim coach
M , J  16 (PTI): 
Former India off-spinner 
Ramesh Powar has been 
appointed the interim 
coach of the national 
women’s cricket team 
until the BCCI inds a 
suitable replacement for 
Tushar Arothe.

Arothe was forced to 
resign in the wake of dif-
ferences with senior play-
ers who were not happy 
with the coaching meth-
ods of former Baroda 
all-rounder.

Powar will oversee 
the women’s team camp 
which begins in Bengalu-
ru from July 25. The BCCI 
has already invited appli-
cations for the full-time 
coach’s job with July 20 
being the deadline to ap-
ply.

“I am happy with the 
responsibility given and 
I will try my best to take 
them (women’s team) 
ahead,” Powar told PTI.

The 40-year-old 
played just two Test 
matches for India, claim-
ing six wickets, while 
his 31 ODI appearances 
fetched him 34 scalps. 
His irst-class career 
was more proli ic and he 
claimed 470 wickets in 
148 games.

It has been learnt 
that Powar got a call 
from the cricket board 
yesterday about his in-
terim appointment.

Only last week, 
Mumbai wicket-keeper 
and batsman Vinayak 
Samant pipped Powar to 
become coach the senior 
Mumbai team.

Powar reportedly was 
the irst choice for the job 
but a managing committee 
resolution of the Mum-
bai Cricket Association 
went against him and that 
worked in Samant’s favour.

Powar had quit as the 
spin bowling coach of the 
MCA run cricket acade-
my mid-way in February 
this year and had gone to 
Australia to train young 
spinners.

According to the 
guidelines, the new 
coach should be below 
55 years of age and must 
have experience coach-
ing an international or 
first-class team.

N  D , J  16 (PTI): 
Indian boxers ruled the 
ring at the 36th Golden 
Glove of Vojvodina youth 
tournament, ending with 
a whopping seven gold 
medals to claim the over-
all top spot in the event in 
Subotica, Serbia.

Four men and three 
women inished with 
gold medals at the tour-
nament, which featured 
17 countries. India 
claimed the numero uno 
position with 17 medals, 
including six silver and 
four bronze.

Russia fetched 11 
medals (3 gold, 2 silver 
and 6 bronze), but ended 
up third behind Kazakh-
stan, who had a better 
gold medal count (5) in 
their overall haul of sev-
en medals.

The gold medal win-
ners for India were Aman 
(+91kg), Akash Kumar 
(56kg), S barun Singh 
(49kg), Vijaydeep (69kg), 
Nitu (48kg), Divya Pawar 

(54kg), and Lalita (69kg).
Aman, who got a di-

rect entry into the inal 
owing to the presence 
of just two boxers in his 
draw, defeated his lone 
challenger in Hungarian 
Laszlo Felfoldi 5-0 for the 
top honours.

Barun fetched a split 
4-1 triumph over crowd 
favourite Rade Joksimovic. 
Akash had to toil harder 
for his 3-2 win over Argen-
tine Jeheil Mirco Cuello.

Vijaydeep too endured 
a tough contest before 
prevailing 3-2 over Ka-
zakhstan’s Azat Assanov.

In the women’s draw, 
Nitu sailed past Scot-
land’s Billie Denholm 
5-0. Divya also clinched a 
5-0 triumph over Serbian 
Dajana Grumusa.

Lalita, on the other 
hand, won 4-1 against 
Russia’s Angelina Kaba-
kova.

Those who ended 
with silver medals includ-
ed reigning youth world 

champion Jyoti Gulia 
(51kg), who was outwit-
ted by Italian Martina Pi-
anna in a close 2-3 result.

Manisha (64kg) also 
went down by a similar 
margin to Russia’s Lanna 
Maliuganova.

Neha Yadav (+81kg), 
a direct entrant into the 
inal, was beaten 0-5 by 

Kazakhstan’s Dina Islam-
bekova.

In the men’s compe-
tition, Ankit lost 1-4 to 
Scotland’s Reese Lynch, 
while Akash (64kg) went 
down 2-3 to Thailand’s 
Bannaphon Pannon.

Nitin Kumar (75kg) 
also lost a close one 
against Thailand’s Weer-
apon Jongjoho.

Settling for bronze 
medals were Saskhi 
(51kg), Sakshi Gaidhani 
(81kg), Bhavesh Kitta-
mani (52kg) and Ana-
mika (51kg) after losing 
their respective semi i-
nal bouts.

Gold rush for India at Serbian 
youth boxing tournamentL , J  16 (AFP): 

The United States of 
America recorded a com-
prehensive victory in the 
inaugural edition of the 
Athletics World Cup after 
dominating the second 
day of the event in Lon-
don on Sunday.

It might have lacked 
the prestige and visibility 
of football’s World Cup i-
nal earlier in Moscow, hin-
dered by the absence of 
many of track and ield’s 
most recognisable names 
and an unfortunate clash 
of dates with the inal 
of the greatest sporting 
show on the planet.

Yet reasonable crowds, 
compared to much of the 
Diamond League circuit, 
and a rapid format with 
audience appeal, is worth 
extending, according to 
IAAF president Sebastian 
Coe, with three nations 
understood to have ex-
pressed interest in staging 
the next scheduled edition 
in 2020.

“I’ve been very clear 
that I want new things to 

be tried,” he said.
“They are not always 

going to work out from 
the word go but that can’t 
inhibit us from going ‘we 
tried, it didn’t do every-
thing so we go back to 
the same old thing’.

“There is a lot of work 
being done on the cal-
endar and the Diamond 
Leagues. But while we’re 
working that out, I didn’t 
want the sport just to stop 
doing creative things.

“We will igure things 
out. They’ve already had 
interest in this from oth-
er cities. But I’m really 
pleased UK Athletics have 
taken up the challenge.” 
The USA were virtually 
unopposed in landing the 
platinum winners tro-
phy on a inal tally of 219 
points.

They were well clear 
of Poland in second on 
162 with the hosts con-
signed to third place 
when their men’s 4x400 
relay team were disquali-
ied prior to the conclud-

ing event when irst leg 

runner Cameron Chalm-
ers pulled a hamstring in 
the warm-up.

Holding a 24-point 
advantage overnight, the 
Americans kept extend-
ing their margin with Paul 
Dedewo running a person-
al best of 44.48 seconds to 
win the men’s 400m.

Kenny Selmon took 
the men’s 400m hurdles 
and Vashti Cunningham 
leapt to a season’s best 
of 1.96m to reign in the 
women’s high jump before 
their triumph was round-
ed off in the men’s 4x400.

Elsewhere, Jamai-
ca’s Tyquendo Tracey 
recorded a lifetime best 
of 10.03 seconds to win 
the men’s 100m with 
South Africa’s Olympic 
champion Luvo Manyon-
ga scoring victory in the 
men’s long jump with a 
leading effort of 8.51m.

However at the 
conclusion, it was the 
Americans who took a 
lap of honour amid the 
ireworks at the London 

Stadium which will also 

host the next leg of the 
Diamond League circuit 
next weekend.

And among those in ac-
tion, there appeared to be 
a consensus that the Ath-
letics World Cup is an idea 
that could be replicated or 
extended in the future.

“This sport needs one 
thing and that’s more 
exciting events and this 
was certainly that,” said 
Hendricks.

“I know it con licted 
with the soccer World Cup 
but to have this chance to 
come together as a nation-
al team is really cool.

“Because what is 
great to have is compe-
tition when you have 
people in different vests 
competing against one 
another rather than just 
individuals in identical 
vests out there.

“And I think in future 
editions, you’ll see this 
grow and more people 
will want to be there. 
And I know I’d want to be 
a part of it.”

USA win inaugural athletics World Cup

N  D , J  15 
(PTI): Continuing his rich 
vein of form, India’s Jeevan 
Nedunchezhiyan won his 
third Challenger-level 
doubles title of the season 
with partner Austin Kra-
jicek, as they prevailed in a 
tense inal of the Winnetka 
event in the USA.

The Indo-American 
pair lived up to its top bill-
ing by eking out a 6-7 (4) 
6-4 10-5 win over second 
seeded Roberto Maytin 
and Chrtistopger Rung-
kat to win the the trophy 
at the USD 75,000 hard 
court tournament.

Jeevan, who had qual-

i ied for the Wimbledon 
but fell in the irst round 
with Krajicek in a close 
inish, had partnered In-

donesia’s Rungkat and 
knew his game well.

They earned 80 rank-
ing points, each splitting 
the prize money of USD 
4650. The left-hand-
ed Chennai player has 
emerged as a force to 
reckon with on the Chal-
lenger Tour and has made 
seven inals this season.

Before qualifying for 
the Wimbledon, Jeevan and 
Austin had won the Ilkley 
Challenger and ended run-
ners-up at Nottingham.

Putin: 25 million 
cyberattacks 
thwarted during 
World Cup
M , J  16 (AP): 
President Vladimir Putin 
says Russian and other 
security services thwart-
ed nearly 25 million cy-
berattacks linked to the 
World Cup.

Putin announced the 
foiled attacks after Sun-
day’s World Cup inal 
and just before meeting 
with US President Don-
ald Trump, who is facing 
growing concerns about 
alleged Kremlin meddling 
and Russian cyberattacks 
on the U.S. electoral sys-
tem.

In remarks released 
today by the Kremlin, 
Putin said the attempted 
cyberattacks targeted “in-
formation infrastructure” 
linked to the World Cup, 
but did not elaborate.

He spoke at a meeting 
with representatives of 55 
intelligence units from 34 
countries who worked on 
securing the tournament.

He said that thanks 
to Russia’s tight security 
there were no “serious in-
cidents” and “people who 
came to our country real-
ly felt they were safe.” Pu-
tin’s leadership has been 
marked by his strength-
ening of the country’s se-
curity services.

CHETAN NARULA
L , J  16 (PTI):

Their middle-order frail-
ties laid bare in the pre-

vious match, India would 
be aiming to plug the loop-
holes in tomorrow’s de-
ciding third and inal ODI 
against England, where 
a win would fetch Virat 
Kohli’s men their 10th suc-
cessive series triumph.

Smarting from their 
86-run loss at the Lord’s 
after winning the irst 
game in Nottingham by 
eight wickets, India have 
their task cut out.

Victory in London 
con irmed England’s spot 
as the No.1 ODI side in the 
ICC Rankings. A win for 
India at Headlingley will 
only help close the gap 
and hand them the brag-
ging rights before the Test 
series begins on August 1.

India had previously 
won the T20I series 2-1.

The Men in Blue have 

been on a high- lying streak 
in bilateral ODI cricket.

Going as far back as 
January 2016, when they 
last lost 4-1 in Australia, In-
dia have won every bilater-
al ODI series since, beating 
Zimbabwe, New Zealand 
(twice), England, West 
Indies, Sri Lanka (twice), 
Australia and South Africa, 
both home and away.

It is also another op-
portunity to ascertain 
their ODI supremacy over 
England, for India haven’t 
lost a bilateral contest to 
this opposition since 2011.

Since that 3-0 loss 
here seven years ago, In-
dia have enjoyed the up-
per-hand, winning 10 out 
of 17 matches.

Considering England’s 
ascendancy in white-ball 
cricket since 2015, the 
equation has balanced out 
over the last two encoun-
ters. India won the close-
ly-fought home series 

2-1 in January 2017, and 
now the current contest 
will inish with the same 
score-line, either way.

England have been 
found out to be a stern-
er prospect in ODIs than 
T20Is as their Lord’s vic-
tory underlined.

In turn, it also high-
lighted India’s glaring 
weaknesses in the 50-
over format, which are 
shielded to a certain de-
gree in T20 cricket.

While India’s spin-
ners were in contention 
throughout, the pace at-
tack lacked penetration, 
particularly in the death 
overs. 82 runs were con-
ceded in the inal eight 
overs at Lord’s, with 
Umesh Yadav, Siddarth 
Kaul and Hardik Pan-
dya conceding 62 among 
them in six overs.

This underlines In-
dia’s dependence on Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar and Jas-

prit Bumrah.
Judging by his exploits 

on the last two tours to Sri 
Lanka and South Africa, 
Kumar is a huge miss for 
India in this ODI series 
and there is no of icial 
word on his itness or 
availability yet.

He did bowl in the 
nets at Lord’s before the 
second ODI and is on path 
to recovery. But it remains 
to be seen if he will be in-
cluded in the side for this 
decider ahead of Kaul or 
Umesh Yadav.

At Pallekele last Au-
gust, Kumar had scored 
a match-winning maiden 
half-century under MS 
Dhoni’s company after In-
dia were reduced to 131-
7 in the 237-run chase. In 
South Africa too, Kumar 
made vital contributions 
lower in the order.

His continued absence 
will mean that India have 
a long tail, putting more 

responsibility on the top 
and middle order.

The latter is especially 
over-burdened with the 
gaping hole at number 
four. It is considered the 
most vital position for 
any successful ODI side, 
yet India are struggling to 
ind a solution to their re-

volving door conundrum 
for some time now.

This series has marked 
the return of KL Rahul at 
number four since that 
Lankan tour. Lord’s was 
his irst big test, consider-
ing the good run of form 
he has been in lately. But it 
came to nought, literally.

India have Dinesh 
Karthik and Shreyas Iyer 
on the bench. The former 
has been in ine nick of 
late, while the latter has 
two half-centuries in his 
irst six ODIs. Iyer also 

gave a good account of 
himself in Port Elizabeth 
batting at number ive.

Jeevan wins season’s third 
Challenger doubles titleIndia look to overcome teething middle-

order problems in series’ inale
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L , J  16 (PTI): 
The BBC World Service to-
day launched its irst Gu-
jarati language television 
news bulletin as part of an 
ongoing expansion drive 
in India. BBC Samachar’ 
will broadcast live ive 
days a week from Delhi 
and will air on the broad-
caster’s partner station 
GSTV at 8 pm local time.

After the successful 
launch of BBC News Guja-
rati website last year, the 
news bulletin will help 
us broaden our audience 
base on TV. Audiences will 
now be able to watch the 
unique and incredible sto-

ries from the world, which 
will offer them a different 
perspective of what is 
happening within the re-
gion, said Ankur Jain, edi-
tor for the Gujarati service.

The launch is part of 
a wider BBC World Ser-
vice expansion, which has 
seen 12 new language 
services launched around 
the world over the last 

12 months. Four new lan-
guage services have been 
launched online in India 
Gujarati, Marathi, Punjabi 
and Telugu. BBC Samach-
ar’ joins the Telugu TV 

bulletin BBC Prapancham’ 
and the nightly Hindi TV 
news bulletin BBC Duniya’.

The BBC said the Gu-
jarati bulletin will bring 
insightful global and na-
tional stories to the Gu-
jarati-speaking audience 
in India and around the 
world. Using touchscreen 
technology and digital 
content, BBC Samachar’ 
will provide the main is-
sues of interest to young 
audiences and aim to stir 
conversations while be-
ing strongly rooted in the 
BBC’s principles of fair-
ness and impartiality, the 
British broadcaster said.

GSTV is extremely de-
lighted about the partner-
ship with BBC News Guja-
rati. This marks a new era 
in Gujarati journalism. 
GSTV is one of Gujarat’s 
most celebrated news 
channels and I am sure 
with this bulletin we will 
further cement our rela-
tionship with the audi-
ence, said Shreyans Shah, 
managing editor of GSTV.

The expansion is part 
of what the BBC has de-
scribed as signi icant in-
vestment in India, includ-
ing an expanded news 
bureau in Delhi with two 
new TV studios. The Delhi 

bureau is the BBC’s sec-
ond-largest outside the UK, 
as is the TV and digital con-
tent production hub for the 
whole of South Asia.

BBC Samachar’, pre-
sented by Archana Push-
pendra and Mihir Raval, 
will bring together the 
best of BBC’s content pro-
duced globally and nation-
ally, the broadcaster said.

The bulletin will have 
Indian stories as well 
as international, and 
will also offer a mix of 
trending topics, sports, 
entertainment, business, 
health, education and 
women’s interests.

Trump blames 
Russia rift 
on US probe, 
Moscow agrees
H , J  16 (AFP): 
Donald Trump today 
blamed bad relations be-
tween Moscow and Wash-
ington on the US investiga-
tion into alleged Russian 
election meddling -- and 
Russia promptly agreed.

Setting the scene just 
hours ahead of his sum-
mit with Vladimir Putin, 
Trump took to Twitter 
to lash out at US special 
prosecutor Robert Muel-
ler’s probe.

“Our relationship with 
Russia has NEVER been 
worse thanks to many 
years of US foolishness 
and stupidity and now, 
the Rigged Witch Hunt!” 
Trump tweeted, with a 
swipe at his White House 
predecessors.

Many Twitter users 
expressed anger or sur-
prise that a US leader had 
blamed his own coun-
try for the rift, despite 
Russia’s interventions in 
Syria and Ukraine and al-
leged subversion of West-
ern elections.

But the Russian for-
eign ministry was delight-
ed, jumping in through its 
of icial Twitter account 
to irst “like” Trump’s 
message then to retweet 
it with a clear response: 
“We agree.” 

Last week, Mueller in-
dicted 12 Russian intelli-
gence of icers accused of 
hacking computer servers 
used by Trump’s 2016 elec-
tion rival Hillary Clinton, 
then leaking private emails 
to damage her campaign.

Trump has furiously 
denied his own campaign 
colluded in the alleged 
interference, and has 
generally denounced the 
special investigation as 
a “witch hunt” promoted 
by his enemies to delegiti-
mise his victory.

At the same time, the 
US leader has promised 
to bring up the issue on 
Monday at his summit 
with Putin in Helsinki 
-- but has been vague on 
whether he will call on 
Moscow to extradite the 
indicted suspects.

K , J  16 (PTI): 
A senior leader of the 
Awami National Party 
(ANP) today survived an 
assassination attempt 
when heavily-armed mil-
itants opened ire on him 
during a meeting with 
his party workers in Pa-
kistan’s troubled Baloch-
istan province, a police 
of icer said.

Daud Achakzai is the 
second ANP leader to be 
targeted ahead of the July 
25 elections after anoth-
er senior leader, Haroon 
Bilour, and 12 others 
were killed in a suicide 
attack at an election rally 
in northwestern Pesha-
war city on July 10.

The militants at-
tacked Achakzai when 
he was meeting with his 
party workers at a guest-
house in the Qilla Abdul-
lah area of the province.

Achakzai, who suf-
fered bullet injuries in 
the attack, was rushed to 
a hospital in Quetta.

“He has received bul-
lets on his right arm but 
is out of danger,” the po-
lice of icer said.

Pakistan’s top count-
er-terrorism body has 
warned that there were 
serious security threats 
to political leaders of all 
major parties and suicide 
bombers could be used 
to target them.

ANP leaders Asfandy-
ar Wali Khan and Ameer 
Haider Hoti were among 
those who are on the hit-
list of terrorists.

Today’s attack came 
days after around 130 
people were killed and 
more than 200 others in-
jured in a suicide bomb 
blast at an election rally 
of Balochistan Awami 
Party leader Nawab Siraj 
Raisani in Mastung dis-
trict of the province.

Raisani, who was a 
candidate from PB-35 
(Mastung), was among 
those killed in the attack.

H , J  16 (AFP): 
The US and Russian lead-
ers opened a historic sum-
mit in Helsinki today with 
Donald Trump promising 
an “extraordinary rela-
tionship” and Vladimir Pu-
tin saying it was high time 
to thrash out disputes 
around the world.

Looking sombre, 
they exchanged opening 
remarks in front of the 
press at the start of the 
summit in Helsinki.

Putin said: “The time 
has come to talk in a sub-
stantive way about our 
relations and problem 
areas of the world.” 

Trump congratulated 
Putin on Russia’s hosting 
of the World Cup football 
tournament, which cli-
maxed yesterday in Mos-
cow with the Kremlin 
chief in attendance.

Trump said the sum-
mit would cover “every-
thing from trade to mili-
tary to missiles to nucle-
ar to China”.

“I think we have great 
opportunities together 
as two countries. Frankly, 

we have not been getting 
along for the last number 
of years,” Trump added.

“I’ve not been here 
too long (as president), 
it’s getting close to two 
years, but we’ll be having 
an extraordinary rela-

tionship, I hope so.” 
The summit would 

cover nuclear disarma-
ment, said Trump, who 
has bridled at the rapid 
expansion and moderni-
sation by Putin of Rus-
sia’s nuclear arsenal.

“And I really think the 
world wants to see us 
get along. We are the two 
great nuclear powers. We 
have 90 percent of the nu-
clear, and that’s not a good 
thing. That’s a bad thing.

“And with that the 

world awaits, and I look 
forward to our personal 
discussion,” Trump add-
ed, as the two leaders 
went into a irst session 
between just themselves 
and their interpreters.

K  (N ), J  
16 (AFP): Dozens of 
soldiers were feared 
dead after a Boko Ha-
ram attack on a mil-
itary base in remote 
northeast Nigeria, 
security sources said 
today. 

Islamist militants 
overran the base in Jil-
li village, in the Geidam 
area of Yobe state, on 
Saturday evening, a day 
after a separate attack on 
troops in neighbouring 
Borno state.

There has been no 
of icial comment about 

Saturday’s attack but one 
military source told AFP: 
“So far we have lost 31 
soldiers, including three 
of icers.

“Two vigilantes were 
also killed in the attack,” 
he said, adding that 24 
soldiers were injured 
and being treated in 
hospital.

A civilian militia 
source in the Borno state 
capital, Maiduguri, add-
ed: “I don’t have an exact 
toll of those killed.

“But yesterday the 
dead casualties were 
brought in three trucks 

to Maimalari military 
barracks here in Maidu-
guri. This means the ca-
sualty toll is high.” 

The militia member 
said Boko Haram ighters 
in military uniform and 
driving vehicles in army 
colours were allowed 
into the base.

“The soldiers mistook 
them for their colleagues 
from Gubio and opened 
the gates to the base. 
This was what led to all 
this loss,” he added.

More than 700 sol-
diers were at the base at 
the time and hundreds of 

them were unaccounted 
for as of Sunday.

The military source, 
who asked to remain 
anonymous because he 
was not authorised to 
talk to the media, said “a 
number of the missing 
soldiers have showed 
up”, without specifying 
a figure.

The attack is sus-
pected to have been car-
ried out by ighters loyal 
to factional leader Abu 
Mus’ab al-Barnawi, who 
is backed by the Islamic 
State group.

Meanwhile a search 

and rescue operation 
was understood to be 
ongoing in the Bama area 
of Borno state for 18 sol-
diers and ive of icers 
missing since Friday’s at-
tack near Bama.

Local security opera-
tives said seasonal rains 
were hampering the 
search.

Army spokesman 
Brigadier General Texas 
Chukwu said the Boko 
Haram attack near Bama 
was “successfully re-
pelled” and dismissed re-
ports of missing troops.

Twenty-two jihadists 

were killed while one 
soldier was injured, he 
added.

At least 20,000 peo-
ple have been killed in 
Boko Haram violence 
and more than two mil-
lion others made home-
less in northeast Nigeria 
since 2009.

The government and 
military has repeatedly 
maintained Boko Haram 
is now a spent force and 
either weakened to the 
point of defeat or even 
defeated.

President Muham-
madu Buhari indicated 

last week the con lict 
was over and northeast 
Nigeria was now in a 
“post-con lict stabilisa-
tion phase”.

But raids on military 
bases, attacks on security 
checkpoints and suicide 
attacks continue.

International aid 
agencies working in the 
region say insecurity in 
hard-to-reach rural ar-
eas means they are un-
able to help people in 
desperate need.

B , J  16 (AFP): 
China today said its eco-
nomic growth slowed 
slightly in the second 
quarter as a trade war 
with the United States 
gained pace, while it 
warned of the global 
damage that could be 
caused if the row persists.

The world’s sec-
ond-biggest economy 
expanded 6.7 per cent 
in April-June, down from 
6.8 per cent in the irst 
quarter and in line with 
a forecasts in an AFP sur-
vey of economists.

The data was re-
leased just as European 
Council President Donald 
Tusk said at an EU sum-
mit with China in Beijing 
that trade tensions could 
spiral into a “hot con-
lict”, calling on the US, 

China and Russia to ind 

a resolution.
Despite the quarterly 

deceleration, growth was 
still higher than the an-
nual target of around 6.5 
per cent set by the govern-
ment, but China neverthe-
less faces an “extremely 
complex environment 
both at home and abroad”, 
said Mao Shengyong, a 
spokesman for the nation-
al statistics bureau.

Beijing faces a multi-
front battle to defend its 
economy, ighting to cut its 
debt mountain while the 
yuan currency and Chinese 
stock markets tumble.

“World trade pro-
tectionism continues to 
heat up, posing a major 
challenge to the world 
economic recovery and 
adding challenges and 
uncertainties for us,” Mao 
said. “From our domestic 

perspective, economic de-
velopment has still been 
unbalanced and unstable, 
and is still in the process 
of structural adjustment 
and transformation.”

The impact of the 
deepening trade con lict 
with the United States was 
yet to fully kick in, Mao 
said, noting that Beijing 
would continue to assess 
the situation in the second 
half of the year.

But he added that the 
ight “will have an im-

pact on the economies 
of both China and the 
United States, and now 
that the world economy 
is deeply integrated, and 
the industrial chain is 
globalised, many related 
countries will also be af-
fected”, Mao said.

The dispute with 
Beijing comes on top of 

Washington’s confronta-
tions with other major 
trading partners includ-
ing Canada, Mexico and 
the European Union, 
which have also retaliat-
ed against the US.

Washington and Bei-
jing imposed tit-for-tat 
tariffs on USD 34 billion of 
goods this month and the 
US raised the stakes last 
week by threatening to im-
pose measures on another 
USD 200 billion worth of 
goods, prompting China to 
vow retaliation.

Over the past decade, 
about 20 per cent of Chi-
na’s exports have gone to 
US markets, according to 
Moody’s Investors Services, 
with exports still account-
ing for a sizeable chunk of 
the giant economy.

Trump’s latest threat 
would mean Washington 

will have imposed tariffs 
on around half of China’s 
total exports to the Unit-
ed States.

“China’s economy ap-
pears to be on a slowing 
path. The government 
seems to be easing policy 
gently... despite its goal of 
minimising inancial risks,” 
said Alaistair Chan of 
Moody’s. “Trade disputes 
with the US have hurt mar-
ket sentiment, and invest-
ment is also cooling.”

Beijing’s battle 
against debt has cur-
tailed spending -- with 
growth in ixed asset in-
vestment slumping to 6.0 
percent in the irst half of 
the year, the slowest pace 
on record.

Manufacturing activ-
ity also slowed in June, 
as did output at facto-
ries and workshops. Al-

though trade data last 
week showed China’s 
export machine holding 
up, analysts warned the 
numbers may have been 
in lated by exporters 
pushing out shipments 
early to beat the sched-
uled tariffs.

Retail sales, a key 
gauge of Beijing’s cam-
paign to rebalance its 
economy toward domes-
tic consumption, provid-
ed a bright spot, growing 
9.0 per cent in June. The 
yuan’s slide is hurting 
Chinese consumers while 
helping exporters who 
face the higher US tariffs.

“The upshot is that 
the statistics bureau is 
now starting to more 
publicly acknowledge 
that the economy is los-
ing steam,” said Julian 
Evans-Pritchard, China 

economist at Capital Eco-
nomics, wrote in a re-
search note. “This should 
make it easier for of icials 
to justify shifting to a more 
supportive policy stance.”

The statistics bureau 
said economic progress 
must be balanced with 
“maintaining stability”, 
indicating supportive 
policy measures could be 
rolled out as needed.

Noting the fall in in-
frastructure investment, 
Mao said “compliant proj-
ects may come to fruition 
at a faster pace” in the 
second half of the year.

China’s central bank 
has taken steps to free up 
funding for small irms, 
and some analysts fore-
cast an interest rate cut to 
stimulate the economy.

China’s economic growth slows down in 
second quarter, warns on trade war

BBC launches irst Gujarati TV bulletin for India

Casualties feared after Boko Haram attack military base

Trump and Putin open historic summit Senior ANP leader 
survives assassination 

attempt in Pak’s Quetta
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ARIES: A despondent friend may 
need some cheering up. Your ability to 
nurture and listen sympathetically will 
defi nitely prove benefi cial, Aries. Take 
care not to absorb any of this person’s 
dejection. Your life should continue to 
go well with professional successes 
leading to new friendships and goals. 
Hang on to your enthusiasm and opti-
mism while showing compassion for 
others.
TAURUS: Many projects to complete 
before a deadline might have you 
feeling pressured, Taurus, but your 
determination is likely to drive you to 
try to get it all done even if it seems 
impossible. Don’t try to do it all your-
self. Ask for a little help. You can ac-
complish your ends without putting 
undue pressure on yourself. Try to 
relax today.
GEMINI: You’ve been doing very 

well, Gemini, but today you might 
feel more focused than ever. The path 
ahead seems clear and well defi ned. 
You’re anticipating the future with mo-
tivation. You might be considering a 
long trip abroad or perhaps going back 
to school for an advanced degree. This 
is a good day to research and fi nalize 
your plans.
CANCER: Some kind of settlement, 
grant, or bonus that you’ve anticipated 
for a long time may fi nally show up, 
Cancer. This should make your day! 
You may want to celebrate. A chance 
to attend a large social gathering might 
come your way. Have fun! Tonight 
don’t be surprised if vivid dreams - 
some great, some sad - come your way. 
Keep a notebook and pen by your bed 
so you can write them down.
LEO: Today you may put a lot of en-
ergy into your romantic relationship, 

Leo. The astral energy is encouraging 
you to focus on romance. Give your 
signifi cant other a special gift to show 
how much you care, and spend some 
time alone together. Any romance ini-
tiated or advanced today is likely to 
prove stable and long lasting. Don’t let 
fear stand in your way. Move ahead.
VIRGO: Too much work and the re-
sulting pressure over the past few days 
may have you feeling too tired to do 
anything more, Virgo, although your 
optimism and enthusiasm are still in-
tact. Don’t be too hard on yourself if 
you’re dragging by the end of the day. 
If you take care of yourself, you will 
soon recharge and be your old self 
again. In the evening, read a good 
book.
LIBRA: Romance blossoms for you, 
Libra, perhaps after a long standstill. 
A new stability and security may set-

tle on love relationships as well as 
close friendships. Children could be a 
great source of warmth and pleasure. 
You might want to channel some of 
this blossoming positive energy into a 
creative activity of some kind, which 
should increase even further your 
sense of contentment and well-being.
SCORPIO: You might host a social 
event in your home tonight, Scorpio. 
You may be nervous at fi rst, wonder-
ing if all will go well. Your eff orts 
should produce the results you want. 
You might be introduced to new con-
tacts, which could lead to increased 
professional opportunities. Take a 
walk after everyone has gone. Your 
mind will be going a thousand miles 
an hour and you will want to clear 
your head.
SAGITTARIUS: Paperwork, perhaps 
contracts or other legal documents, 

might need attention so you can move 
ahead with your projects, Sagittarius. 
These projects could involve writing 
or speaking. Your mind is in just the 
right space to participate in anything 
involving communication, so doors of 
opportunity may open for you in this 
area. Lift your chin and get going. You 
will be glad you did.
CAPRICORN: Your fi nancial pic-
ture continues to improve. At some 
point during the day, Capricorn, you 
might have the feeling that you ar-
en’t working hard enough to keep up 
your current forward motion, and you 
might worry. This could be a good 
motivator, but you don’t need to push 
yourself much harder than you are 
now. You’re on a roll and it’s likely 
to continue. Keep moving, but pace 
yourself.
AQUARIUS: Even though all contin-

ues to go well for you, Aquarius, your 
mood may vacillate today. In spite of 
all the great things in your life, at some 
time during the day you might feel a 
little blue. Don’t read too much into it. 
It’s probably just the result of low bio-
rhythms. Try to distract yourself with 
physical activity. Go out with some 
friends and have a good time this eve-
ning.
PISCES: Trying to get too much 
work done in the course of the day 
could prove self-defeating, Pisces. 
Your energy isn’t what it usually is, 
and you’re probably operating on 
adrenaline. Consider the situation 
carefully and list your tasks in order 
of urgency. The world won’t come to 
an end if you don’t get them all done 
by the end of the day. In the evening, 
watch a movie and order a pizza.

THE STAR AND HIS STUNT DOUBLE: Keanu Reeves 
and his stunt double seen with a horse on location for 
‘John Wick 3’ in Brooklyn in New York City.

L , J  16 (PTI): Leg-
endary singer David Bowie’s 
early career is set to be the 
focus of a new documentary 
titled, “The First Five Years”.

The new ilm will act as a 
prequel to “David Bowie: Five 
Years” and “David Bowie: The 
Last Five Years”, which both 
aired on the BBC.

According to David Bowie 
News website, the documen-
tary will air next year.

The late rock icon trag-
ically passed away in 2016, 
aged 69, following a secret 
battle with cancer.

L , J  16 (PTI): Days 
after Harry Styles helped a fan 
come out at his concert in San 
Jose, California, the former 
One Direction star told the 
crowd at his show in Los An-
geles ‘we’re all a little bit gay”.

After reading out a sign 
from a fan, which said, ‘I’m 
gay and I love you,” Styles, 24, 
replied, ‘I love you as well. I 
mean, we’re all a little bit gay, 
aren’t we.’ 

His response was greet-
ed with huge cheers by the 
crowd at the show, which 
was the inal concert of his 
solo world tour.

The moment was cap-
tured on video by fans and 
posted across various social 

media platforms.
During the show Styles 

also thanked his fans for sup-

porting his solo career.
“I’m getting emotional 

now. Thank you to my friends, 
my family, my manager, who 
is here tonight. You brought 
me here on January 14 of 
2014 and I walked through 
that tunnel there and The Ea-
gles were sound-checking. It 
was beautiful. Since then, I’ve 
always wanted to play here.

‘To everyone out there 
who has come to any shows, 
come to see us on this tour. I 
thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. You have changed 
my life. I love you so much. 
Thank you,” he said.

L  A , J  16 (PTI): English actor Ben 
Whishaw, who voices Peruvian bear Paddington, 
says he wants more ilms in the live-action franchise. 

“Paddington 2”, which released earlier this 
year, has been termed as one of the best live-ac-
tion movies of 2018 by critics and audiences 
across the globe.

“I absolutely love doing Paddington. It takes a 
lot of time, and each time I’ve done it, it’s taken the 
better part of a year. But I would love to do another 
one,” Whishaw told Entertainment Weekly.

The 37-year-old actor, however, will only return 
to the duffel-coat-wearing bear, if writer-director 
Paul King is on board.

“I can’t imagine what it would be like without 
him, so I think it’s really down to whether he wants 
to or not,” he said.

KOMAL PANCHAMATIA

With ilms such as “Ra-
jneeti”, “Ek Tha Tiger”, 

“Dhoom 3” and “Tiger Zinda 
Hai” to her credit, she may 
have become one of the big-
gest female stars in Bolly-
wood, but Katrina Kaif says 
it is tough to feel completely 
“secure” in movie business.

Katrina believes ilm 
industry is changing rapid-
ly and to stay relevant one 
needs to explore new arenas 
in the showbiz. 

“I don’t think you can 
ever feel 100 per cent accom-
plished and secure in your 
career because it is a rapidly 
changing industry. Things are 
changing so quickly. But now 
I do feel comfortable and con-
ident here,” Katrina told PTI, 

over phone from London, 
where she will be celebrating 
her birthday tomorrow. 

“I have had a career that 
has been successful. Going 
ahead, you have to put in 

that much hardwork, keep 
performing and keep doing 
ilms in new spaces that are 

not only challenging but also 
interesting to audience,” she 
adds. 

Katrina reveals she is 
working on few original con-
cepts and scripts. 

“I am also working on few 
concepts, which have been 
on my mind. I am working 
and developing these ideas.” 

Her last release “Tiger 
Zinda Hai”, opposite Salman 
Khan, was a blockbuster and 
earned over Rs 545 crore 
worldwide.

In her next two ilms, 
“Zero” and “Thugs of Hindo-
stan”, the actor has teamed 
up one again with Shah Rukh 
Khan and Aamir Khan, re-
spectively. 

Looking back at the year, 
Katrina says, it has been “ful-
illing and gratifying for me”. 

“This year has been real-
ly good for me, ‘Tiger Zinda 
Hai’ did very well and it was 
a new ilm for the audience 
and people appreciated it. It 
feels great that ‘Tiger’ fran-
chise continues to be a suc-
cess.” 

“Aanand L Rai’s ‘Zero’ is 
something on which I had a 
very ful illing experience.He 
really helps you. It was a good 
learning experience. And 
then I have ‘Thugs of Hindo-
stan’ with Aamir, Yash Raj 
Films and Victor with whom 
I have worked on ‘Dhoom 3’. 
There is a de inite possibility 
that both the ilms will step 
up... be the next level (in visu-
al effects),” she adds.

There have been rumours 
that Katrina will be seen in 
“Rajneeti 2”, “Krrish 4”, Adi-

tya Dhar’s ilm with Akshay 
Kumar, but according to her, 
she has not been approached 
for any of these projects. 

“The only ilm I will be 
working on next is the dance 
ilm by Remo D’Souza and 

there are few ongoing dis-
cussions but things are not 
inalised.” 

The dance drama also 
stars Varun Dhawan and the 
duo will soon start preparing 
for the project. 

“It is a ilm on dance so 
the preparation and the kind 
of dance forms that we are 
planning to achieve it is not 
going to be easy. There will 
be lot of training. We will 
start training in the next few 
months and the shooting 
would begun by the end of 
the year,” she says.

Can never feel 100 per cent secure 
in showbiz, says Katrina Kaif

New documentary exploring David 
Bowie’s early career in works

We’re all a little bit gay: Harry Styles

Ben Whishaw game for more ‘Paddington’ movies


