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Shanti Rai feted by villagers on return from 
successful expedition to Ama Dablam

AARON RAI
Gangtok, 30 Jan:

Shanti Rai, the Sik-
kimese mountaineer 

who recently completed 
an Ama Dablam summit 
in Nepal, was accorded a 
grand welcome felicita-
tion by Akhil Kirant Rai 
BLC, Chemchey, South 
Sikkim, at Lakchithang 
Chemchey today.

Shanti had returned 
to Sikkim on 21 January 
from a successful expe-
dition to the 6,812 metre 
high Ama Dablam peak 
in Nepal, a summit she 
attained on 09 Jan, 2021. 

She was the only In-
dian mountaineer in the 
International Winter 
Expedition team which 
included mountaineers 
from Mexico, Oman, Tur-
key and Egypt. Shanti is 
also an instructor at the 
Indian Himalayan Center 

Adventure Ecotourism at 
Chemchey.

It may be recalled 
that she was flagged off 
from Minokgang by Chief 
Minister PS Tamang on 
22 December, 2020.

Shanti thanked all the 
villagers and IHCAE staff 
for supporting her and 
expressed gratitude to-

wards the Chief Minister 
for his encouragement 
and enthusiasm.

She shared that she 
feels fortunate for having 
succeeded in register-
ing Sikkim’s name in the 
mountaineering circuit 
and regaled the audience 
with stories from her ex-
perience on Ama Dablam.

Shanti is no novice 
to mountaineering and 
has climbed 21 famous 
peaks and also hoisted 
the country's flag atop 
another six unofficial ex-
peditions.

Rajiv Rai, adminis-
trator, Indian Himalayan 
Center Adventure Eco-
tourism, wished Shanti 

Rai well and suggested 
that more locals take full 
advantage of the train-
ing facility in their own 
midst. He pointed out 
many Everesters have 
trained at Chemchey.

Rai Silli and various 
other cultural dances were 
performed to make the pro-
gram more colorful.

Ajay Pradhan retires from BCCI cricket, 
will continue in SICA club cricket

SpiceJet to add flights on 
Kolkata-Pakyong route

Parliament body welcomes revised definition of children, parent, relative

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 30 Jan: 

Senior cricketer Ajay 
Pradhan today an-

nounced his retirement 
from all forms of the 
game organized by the 
Board of Control for 
Cricket in India [BCCI]. 
He will however contin-
ue with club cricket in 
tournaments affiliated 
to Sikkim Cricket Associ-
ation [SICA] in the State. 

Mr Pradhan, 42, is a 
left arm spin bowler and 
has played for Sikkim in 
different categories for 
nearly two decades. 

Speaking to media 
persons here this af-
ternoon, Mr Pradhan 
informed that he had 
recently returned after 
playing for Sikkim in the 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. 

“I was planning to re-
tire last year but wanted 
to announce my retire-
ment after playing for the 
State in some prestigious 
BCCI tournament. So, it is 
the right time for me to 
retire after playing in the 
prestigious Syed Mush-
taq Ali Trophy,” he said. 

However, he men-
tioned that he will con-
tinue working to support 
SICA in the development 
of cricket in the State and 
guide and support local 
cricketers.

Mr Pradhan is a mem-
ber of Alpine Sporting 
Club. He made his debut 
against Bihar in Cuttack 
in U-19 cricket at the age 
of 17 in 2003. 

He started his cricket 
career as left arm pace 
bowler but later turned 

to spin on the sugges-
tion of his coach, Sonam 
Palden Bhutia. 

“It was really a great 
journey in cricket and 
I got opportunities to 
play along with many 
national and state crick-
eters during this nearly 
two-decade long jour-
ney. I would like to thank 
my coaches, players and 
well-wishers for their 
constant support and en-
couragement,” Mr Prad-
han said. 

He also thanked his 
coach and mentor Sonam 
Palden Bhutia for all his 
guidance and support.

Responding to media 
queries, he pointed out 
that Sikkim used be just 
an associate member of 
the BCCI but now it has 
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New Delhi, 30 Jan [PTI]: Expanding the 
definition of children, parent and relative 
in a draft bill will leave no scope for any 
legal ambiguity, a parliamentary standing 
committee report said.

The bill aims to expand the definition 
of children to include son-in-law, daugh-
ter-in-law, biological or adoptive or step 
son and daughter, minors through legal 
guardian, parent to include father-in-law, 
mother-in-law and grandparents, wheth-
er or not a senior citizen and relatives to 
include minor through legal guardian.

The standing committee evaluated the 
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and 
Senior Citizens (Amendment) Bill, 2019.

"The committee deem it to be a signif-
icant measure as maintenance may now 
be claimed from all admissible relatives/
legal heirs of parents and senior citizens. 
Further, the above change in the defini-

tion of ''children'' has also been concom-
itantly reflected in the definition of ''par-
ent'' in the Amendment Bill," it said. They 
also noted that with the revised definition 
of ''relative'' in the Bill, wherein minors 
have been included in the category of 
''relative'', senior citizens would now be 
able to claim maintenance from minors, 
too, through their legal guardians.

"The Committee further note that the 
definition of ''welfare'' in the Amendment 
Bill has been expanded to include pro-
vision for food, clothing, housing, safety 
and security, medical attendance, health-
care, treatment, recreation and other 
amenities necessary for physical and 
mental well-being of parents and senior 
citizens which has given welfare oriented 
impetus to it in actual sense," it said.

"Overall the Committee opine that the 
modified definitions in the Amendment 

Bill will impart a practical, holistic and 
broader orientation to the MWPSC Act, 
2007, thus leaving no scope for any legal 
ambiguity," it said. The Social Justice and 
Empowerment Ministry told the commit-
tee that the expansion of the existing defi-
nition will enable parents/senior citizens 
to claim maintenance allowance from all 
admissible relatives.

The bill also proposes removal of a 
ceiling of ₹ 10,000 as maximum mainte-
nance amount to be awarded to parents/
senior citizens which the government told 
the standing committee will ensure that 
it is fixed according to the needs of par-
ent and senior citizens and capability of 
children or legal heirs to pay the mainte-
nance allowance based on their earnings. 
"This will help parent/senior citizens to 
lead a life of dignity which is commensu-
rate with their normal standard of living," 

the ministry told the standing committee.
The committee is happy that the gov-

ernment has finally acknowledged that 
maintenance includes more than a mere 
sum of money. The concept of mainte-
nance has been rendered complete and 
holistic now, by the above amendment, 
the report said. Another noteworthy 
aspect of the amendment is that the tri-
bunal may now take into consideration 
the standard of living and earning of the 
parent/senior citizens or of the children 
or relative, while determining the main-
tenance, it said.

The committee also welcomed the 
substitution of another important sub-
section pertaining to the publicity of the 
maintenance order. It is convinced that 
the pasting of this order on the notice 
board of the tribunal and its availability 
on the website of the department con-

cerned will encourage other harassed 
parents/senior citizens to seek legal re-
dress of their grievances. "Fearing social 
disgrace, it could also act as a deterrent 
for children and relatives to properly at-
tend to the needs of the older persons in 
their respective families," it said.

The draft bill also includes the ap-
pointment of nodal police officers for se-
nior citizens at every police station and 
district-level special police unit with a 
helpline for senior citizens.

The committee view it as a landmark 
change to ensure that senior citizens can 
easily approach the police in abuse/aban-
donment cases, provided this clause is 
implemented by all states promptly. They 
feel that the police should be the first 
point of contact for grievance redressal in 
such cases, much before the courts or tri-
bunals come into picture, the report said. 

New Delhi, Jan 30 (PTI): 
SpiceJet on Saturday said 
it will start 20 new do-
mestic flights, including 
four on the Kolkata-Pa-
kyong and Delhi-Dehra-
dun route. It is not clear 
how many more Spicejet 

flights will be added to 
Pakyong’s kitty.

Jaipur has received a 
lion’s share with 16 ser-
vices connecting it to var-
ious cities of the country.

All the 20 new flights 
will start in February.

Novel stresses on need to 
understand mental illnesses

New Delhi, Jan 30 (PTI) 
A new novel by Bengal-
uru-based writer Shefali 
Tripathi Mehta stresses 
on the need to under-
stand mental illnesses 
and see those suffering 
from them with greater 
empathy, without cen-
sure or stigma.

"People on Our Roof" 
is about the struggles of 
23-year-old Naina, her 
undying loyalty to her 
schizophrenic mother 
Naintara and autistic sis-
ter Tara.

Published by Niyogi 
Books imprint Olive Turtle, 
it follows a semi-arranged 
plot, with childhood mem-
ory fragmentations and 
flashbacks alternating with 
the present and emphasis-
es on Naina's thoughts and 
feelings.

Naina is the sole 

bread-winner of the fam-
ily. Her grandparents, who 
raised her after her father 
abandoned the family, left 
for her an old house in a 
posh south Delhi colony 
which is eyed constantly 
by greedy relatives.

As a child, Naina 
resented her mother 
and younger sister, and 
wished they were a "nor-
mal" family. In one in-
stance, she even asks for 
another mother but as an 
adult Naina has learnt to 
care for them and under-
stands that they cannot al-
ways control their actions.

Desperately trying to 
maintain some modicum 
of normalcy, she makes 
friends, falls in love, gets 
loved in return, and occa-
sionally tries to look for 
her long lost father.
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3 new cases, 2,051 total vaccinations 
and only one ‘adverse event’

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Jan: 

Sikkim’s containment 
of Covid-19 is show-

ing a promising down-
turn with only three new 
cases detected in the past 
24 hours even as a total 
of 2,051 health work-
ers have received their 
first dose of the Cov-
ishield vaccine. What 
is even more encourag-
ing is that there has been 
only one case of AEFI 
[adverse event following 
vaccination].

Sikkim’s tally of con-
firmed Covid cases now 
stands at 6,088 and with 
the discharge of six more 
patients on Friday, the 
number of recovered 
cases in Sikkim is 5,766. 
There are now 94 active 
cases of novel coronavi-

rus in the State and re-
assuringly, no one is in 
the ICU.

In his daily health bul-
letin on Saturday, Health 
Department State IEC 
Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen 
Bhutia, informed that 
the three new cases 
were picked up from the 
testing of 168 samples 
on Friday. While in the 
RT-PCR testing of 114 
samples, two persons re-
turned positive, the third 
case was detected in rap-
id antigen testing of 35 
samples.

Mr Bhutia also in-
formed that a 28-year-
old male, who had given 
his address as “STNM 
staff” has gone incom-
municado ever since he 
was informed over phone 
that he has tested posi-

tive. He has reportedly 
not been responding to 
the contact tracing team 
ever since he was first 
informed about the test 
results. Mr Bhutia has 
appealed to the person 
to get in touch with the 
authorities failing which 
the Department will be 
forced to announce his 
name and other details to 
be able to establish con-
tact with him.

As for the other two 
cases, there one person 
from Ben, South Dis-
trict and one from Tokal, 
Temi-Namphing. 

On the COVID vacci-
nation drive, Mr Bhutia 
informed that a total of 
2,051 health workers 
have been vaccinated 
for COVID-19 in Sikkim 
thus far. 

Sikkim has set aside 
four days a week for vac-
cination and hence there 
were no Covid-vaccina-
tions on Saturday and 
there will be none on 
Sunday either. 

Sunday meanwhile is 
for pulse polio immuni-
zation and he appealed 
to the people to bring 
all children below five 
years of age to the near-
est health centre for their 
polio drops.  
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ADVISORY 
We would like to draw your kind attention to the number of cases related to 
girls/ women befriending strangers on Facebook/social media and leaving 
their homes and going to far-off places like Delhi, Karnataka and Punjab, etc. 
to meet their so-called friends. 

It is often seen that people with fake credentials prowl social media 
platforms solely with the intention of luring innocent womenfolk with false 
promises of a lucrative employment or marriage. 

In light of the above cases, the State Women’s Commission requests all to 
crosscheck the credentials of strangers befriended on social media platforms 
before trusting them blindly and leaving your homes to meet them. Your safe-
ty is our main priority and you are advised to contact the following numbers 
for any kind of help or in case of distress. 

181 women’s helpline 
9883833188
8900576356
9547999722
9775484447

Chairperson 
Sikkim State Commission for Women

B.Ed. College admissions an example of State 
Govt’s “ramro le haina, hamro le paun” ideology

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Jan:

Sikkim Democratic Front 
has alleged that the recent 

episode of admissions at the 
Govt B. Ed. College at Soreng 
has “exposed” the SKM gov-
ernment’s complete disregard 
for established procedures and 
transparency.

An SDF press release is-
sued by the partys students’ 
cell general secretary, Tashi 
Gyatso Bhutia, contends that 
the episode was another exam-
ple of “absolute lack of trans-
parency” in the SKM govern-
ment and rampant favoritism 
and corruption in government 
decisions.

It may be recalled that the 
merit list for the new batch at 
Govt B.Ed. College mentioned 
only the application number of 
the successful applicants. When 
this list was released on 13 Jan, 
a section of the students who 
did not get admission protested 
and demanded transparency. 
They wanted the department to 
mention the marks secured by 
selected candidates in the qual-
ifying course.

The SDF released claims 
that the said merit list includ-
ed 117 seats for Certificate of 
Identification holders among 
others.

Eventually, on 29 Jan, a big 
section of the protesting stu-
dents withdrew their protest 
after the Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Education Department, 
informed them that the selec-
tion included “government 
quota” and “management quo-
ta”. The admission list was also 
reportedly expanded to in-
clude the names of protesting 
students.

Now, the SDF is demand-
ing that the State Government 
explain what it means by “gov-
ernment quota” and how these 
are selected.

The party is convinced that 
this was “just a euphemism for 
‘ramro le haina, hamro le paun’, 
as phrased by one of the stu-
dent representatives.” 

SDF insists that the new 
list released on 29 January 
“showed that 50 seats had 
been allotted illegally earlier in 
the first list.”

The release goes on to 

draw attention to a video mak-
ing the rounds on social media 
purportedly by a student who 
secured a seat as per the first 
list and had even begun class-
es and has now lost admission 
“because of the negligence of 
the SKM Government.” 

“Not only has the SKM Gov-
ernment denied the right to 
admission of many students on 
the basis of merit in the first 
list, but they have also failed 
those already admitted to the 
college who now have to forgo 
their seat because of inepti-
tude and practice of favourit-
ism of the SKM Government,” 
the release alleges. 

In recent days, the media 
in Sikkim has been abuzz with 
the news of the illegal admis-
sion of students in the Soreng 
B.Ed College by the HRDD, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim. This issue 
has shed light on the absolute 
lack of transparency in gov-
ernment functioning as well 
as corrupt practice of the SKM 
government, favouring a few 
at the expense of the many. On 
13th Jan, the list of admitted 
students was released by the 

department which created an 
uproar amongst the aspiring 
Soreng B.Ed College students, 
who alleged that the admis-
sions had been done on the 
basis of favouritism, with com-
plete injustice to those who 
should’ve received admission 
on the basis of merit. The list 
which included 117 seats for 
COI holders among others, was 
released with just the applica-
tion numbers without names 
or percentages.

After several unfruitful 
meetings, finally on the 20th 
of Jan, the student representa-
tives met with the ACS, HRDD 
who informed the students 
that the selection was done on 
the basis of “government quo-
ta” and “management quota”. 
The SKM government must 
explain what a government 
quota is and whether or not it 
is just a euphemism for “ram-
ro le haina, hamro le paun”, as 
phrased by one of the student 
representatives. Catching the 
SKM government red handed, 
the new list released on the 
29th of Jan showed that 50 
seats had been allotted illegal-

ly earlier in the first list.
Today, a new video was 

released by the students who 
had been given admission ac-
cording to the first list and 
who have already begun their 
classes, expressing discontent 
for having suddenly lost their 
admission at the college be-
cause of the negligence of the 
SKM Government. 

Not only has the SKM Gov-
ernment denied the right to 
admission of many students on 
the basis of merit in the first 
list, but they have also failed 
those already admitted to the 
college who now have to forgo 
their seat because of inepti-
tude and practice of favourit-
ism of the SKM Government. 

This issue which has been 
going on for more than half a 
month has exposed the SKM 
Government completely in its 
ineffectiveness and corruption 
and the SDF Party strongly 
condemns the disastrous han-
dling of admissions of those 
who now have to give up their 
seat at Soreng B.Ed College and 
demands that they too must 
get admission without fail.

Indian economy and 
the possible trinity of resilience
TULSIPRIYA RAJKUMARI 
& SANJANA KADYAN

From a phoenix burnt to ashes 
rises another, renewed and 

reborn. 2020 has been the year 
of the phoenix for India, a year of 
deep suffering brought by an un-
exampled pandemic, a year that 
locked humanity’s mental ener-
gies into a fire spiral of uncertain-
ty and despair but also a year that 
unlocked new levers of human 
resolve and economic resilience.

The spread and intensity of 
COVID-19 induced twin demand 
and supply shock revealed star-
tling levels of socio-economic 
vulnerabilities across sectors 
of the economy and geogra-
phies. While non-essential sec-
tors predominantly catering 
to discretionary consumption 
bore the unpreventable brunt 
of a full throttle output shock, 
essential ones like agriculture 
underwent a dampened shock 
primarily emanating from the 
indirect impact of restricted ac-
tivities in non-essential sectors. 
As demonstrated in Economic 
Survey 2020–21, disruptions 
in domestic and global supply 
chains triggered a supply shock 
of import-intensive agricul-

ture inputs like fertilizers and 
pesticides, as also agricultural 
exports like rice, poultry prod-
ucts and spices. Spiralling and 
broad-based food inflation wit-
nessed in the first quarter of 
FY21 was, hence, inescapable. 
However, timely and proactive 
exemptions from COVID-19 in-
duced restrictions provided by 
Government of India facilitated 
uninterrupted cropping activi-
ties and largely insulated agri-
culture. Manufacturing sector 
endured a ubiquitous demand 

and supply shock penetrating 
almost all sub sectors including 
textiles and fabrics, consumer 
goods, computer hardware, ma-
chinery and equipment. How-
ever, a surge in health services 
boosted the pharmaceuticals 
sector, exemplifying the case 
of heightened opportunity in 
a crisis. Construction and con-
tact intensive services sector, 
particularly trade, tourism and 
transport were afflicted the 
most due to the pandemic in-
duced requirements of social 
distancing. Suppressed demand 
in down- stream industries like 

cement and steel had a debilitat-
ing effect on mining operations 
despite being exempted from 
lockdown restrictions. 

The geographical spread of 
the pandemic induced shock 
in India was intertwined with 
the pre-existing economic vul-
nerabilities of the states. The 
Economic Survey 2020–21 at-
tempts to interpret this vulner-
ability as a combination of Gross 
Value Added (GVA) shock and 
labour shock. The highest out-
put contributing state and the 

COVID-19 epicentre of the coun-
try i.e. Maharashtra grappled 
with contact-sensitive services 
sector shock and labour market 
stresses with 56 per cent of its 
output coming from the services 
and 7.5 per cent of the country’s 
Micro, Small & Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) located in the 
state. While Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala were relatively more ex-
posed to the construction sector 
shock, a manufacturing slow-
down lent risks to economic 
recovery in Gujarat and Jammu 
& Kashmir. Punjab, though shel-
tered by the relatively resilient 

agricultural sector, experienced 
severe labour shocks with 62 
per cent of its non-agricultural 
sector being informal. Services 
led informal sector shocks also 
made states like Delhi and Tel-
angana vulnerable. The ubiqui-
ty of construction led informal 
sector shocks was most severely 
felt in Uttar Pradesh.  

While the full impact of the 
pandemic on the India economy 
is still unravelling, the econo-
my has gained macro-resilience 
at three levels. Firstly, instanta-
neous resilience to limit imme-
diate damage was imparted by 
timely and pro-active support of 
Government of India to vulnera-
ble households and businesses. 
Secondly, calibrated fiscal and 
monetary policy-pivoting offered 
dynamic resilience to sectors 
to adapt to new challenges and 
recover. The third and the most 
important of all is the health sys-
tem resilience that Centre, State 
and local Governments built 
in response to the pandemic, a 
critical growth engine for the 
fledgling flight of the new-born 
phoenix. At the core of this trinity 
of resilience lies an irrepressible 
human spirit that strives to find 
its way back to wholeness!

VIEWPOINT

FCAS is now Consumer 
Federation of Sikkim

NITESH PRADHAN
Gangtok, 29 Jan:

Federation of Consum-
er Associations of 

Sikkim which had con-
vened its general meet-
ing yesterday and elected 
a new executive body has 
re-christened itself “Con-
sumer Federation of Sik-
kim,” a switch, which the 
organisation explains, is 
for “better understand-
ing of the public at large.”

Established in1997, 

FCAS, now CFS, claims 
to be the “sole consum-
er body in the State to 
actively and aggressive-
ly trying to spread the 
rights and responsi-
bilities of a Consumer 
in the entire state by 
organising consumer 
awareness programmes 
and such allied consum-
er activities in the state 
in order to safeguard and 
protect the interest of a 
Consumer.”

Cell for welfare of migrant 
labourers set up in Goa

More than 
half-a-
million 
vaccinated 
in last 24 
hrs: Centre
New Delhi, 30 Jan [PTI]: 
Over 35 lakh beneficia-
ries have been vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 in 
the country till now with 
over 5,70,000 vaccina-
tions (more than half a 
million) conducted in the 
last 24 hours, the health 
ministry said today.

Of the 35,00,027  
(3.5 million) beneficia-
ries, the highest num-
ber of 4,63,793 people 
were vaccinated in Ut-
tar Pradesh, followed by 
3,24,973 in Rajasthan, 
3,07,891 in Karnataka 
and 2,61,320 in Maha-
rashtra.

In a statement, the 
ministry said in the last 
24 hours, 5,71,974 peo-
ple were vaccinated 
across 10,809 sessions, 
while a total of 63,687 
sessions have been con-
ducted so far.

"India's total active 
caseload has dropped 
to less than 1.7 lakh 
(1,69,824). The active 
caseload now consists 
of less than 1.6 per cent 
(just 1.58 per cent) of 
India's total positive cas-
es," it said. Nine states 
and Union territories 
have a higher weekly 
positivity rate than the 
national average. Kerala 
has recorded the highest 
weekly positivity rate at 
12.20 per cent, followed 
by Chhattisgarh (7.30 per 
cent), the ministry said.

BKU digs its heels in at Ghazipur 
border, more supporters pouring in

Ghaziabad, Jan 30 
(PTI): Support for the 
farmers' protest swelled 
on Saturday, as more vil-
lagers poured in at a key 
protest site on the Del-
hi- Meerut highway in 
Ghazipur on the border 
with Uttar Pradesh.

The Bharatiya Kisan 
Union-led protest against 
the Centre's new farm 
laws here looked like it 
was going slim on Thurs-
day but more protestors 
have joined the stir, fol-
lowing a mahapanchayat 
of farmers on Saturday 
in Muzaffarnagar, while 
supporters also joined in 
from Haryana and Rajas-
than districts.

"The movement was 
and is strong," BKU's 
Meerut Zone president 
Pawan Khatana told PTI.

Khatana, who is at 
the demonstration site 
with BKU leader Rakesh 
Tikait, said there has 
been continuous support 
for the "peaceful protest" 
against the farmers' de-
mand for removal of the 

new agri laws.
"This is not a polit-

ical protest. Anybody 
who shares the ideology 
of the BKU and Rakesh 
Tikait are welcome here. 
But it is our appeal to 
those who do not wish 
to support the movement 
till the end that please do 
not come only to leave in 
between," he said.

Asked about estimat-
ed crowd size at the site, 
the farmer leader from 
western Uttar Pradesh 
said, "Farmers are com-
ing in to show solidaRity 
and leaving. It is not a 
stagnant crowd."

On Saturday night, 
the BKU office-bearers 
had estimated a crowd 
of around 10,000 people 
at Ghazipur while the 
Ghaziabad police officials 
pegged it around 5,000 
to 6,000.

Heavy security de-
ployment, including 
personnel of the Provin-
cial Armed Constabu-
lary (PAC), Rapid Action 
Force (RAF) in anti-riot 

gears and civil police, 
was made at the protest 
site.

Meanwhile, the Delhi 
Traffic Police said to and 
fro movement on the Na-
tional Highway 24 (Del-
hi-Meerut Expressway) 
has been closed.

Thousands of farm-
ers have been protest-
ing at Delhi's borders 
with Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh, demanding a 
rollback of the Farmers' 
Produce Trade and Com-
merce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Act, 2020, 
the Farmers (Empow-
erment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price As-
surance and Farm Ser-
vices Act, 2020 and the 
Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

The protesting farm-
ers have expressed ap-
prehension that these 
laws would pave the way 
for the dismantling of the 
minimum support price 
(MSP) system, leaving 
them at the "mercy" of 
big corporations. 

Panaji, Jan 30 (PTI): A 
dedicated cell has been 
set up in Goa to resolve 
the issues being faced by 
migrants labourers in the 
state as part of a central 
government initiative, an 
official said on Saturday.

The state's Migra-
tion Cell was recently 
launched by Union Min-
ister of Tribal Affairs 
Arjun Munda during the 
launch of ShramShakti, 
a nationalmigration sup-
port portal through video 
conference.

Munda said during 
the programme that the 
lack of real-time data of 
migrants was the biggest 
challenge for the Centre 
and the state govern-
ments in formulating 
effective strategies and 
policy decisions for the 

welfare of migrant work-
ers at both source and 
destination states.

"Migrants all over the 
country had to face diffi-
culties duringlockdown 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic and we are 
aware of their difficul-
ties,"he said.

Goa Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant said on 
the occasion that his 
state was the first one in 
the country to set up a 
dedicated migration cell 
to address the issues of 
migrant workers.

"The cell would ad-
dress multiple needs of 
the migrants legal sup-
port, skill development, 
job linkages, access to 
public services, health, 
insurance and financial 
inclusion," he said.

become a full-fledged member of the BCCI, a develop-
ment which will help further development of cricket 
in Sikkim and for the betterment of local cricketers. 

He said SICA has been working outstandingly well 
under the leadership of its president, Lobzang Ten-
zing and is adding top-class infrastructure and facili-
ties for the betterment and welfare of local cricketers. 

“Sikkim now has a top-class cricket ground and 
stadium and other facilities are also coming up soon 
and this will definitely help local cricketers secure a 
place in the national team and IPL,” he said.

A senior cricketer and NCA level-B coach, Sonam 
Palden Bhutia, conveyed his best wishes to Mr Prad-
han on his retirement and urged him to continue 
working for the development of cricket in the State. 
Other senior and current cricketers of Sikkim also 
wished him well today. 

Ajay Pradhan retires...

Running as a leitmotif throughout the book is her 
attempt to piece together the shards of her broken 
childhood, and find out why her father left and, more 
importantly, who he left with.

"People on Our Roof" is the fifth book by Mehta, who 
works with the Azim Premji University and writes on 
social issues, travel, parenting and disability awareness, 
and curates Gond art to support tribal artists.

Novel stresses on...

Sonam Malik Beats Sakshi 
Malik To Win Gold At 

Senior Wrestling Nationals
New Delhi, 30 Jan [PTI]: 
Talented grappler So-
nam Malik stunned Rio 
Olympics bronze medal-
list Sakshi Malik 7-5 in 
the finals, to claim the 
Gold medal in the senior 
women's national wres-
tling championships on 
Saturday. 

The 19-year-old from 
Haryana displayed great 
determination to out-
wit Sakshi, representing 
Railways, in the 62 kg 
weight category. 

This was Sakshi's 
third loss to Sonam. Mad-
hya Pradesh's Pushpa 
and Haryana's Manisha 
bagged the bronze med-
al. In 50 kg weight cate-
gory, Haryana's Minakshi 
claimed the gold, while 
state mate Henny Kumari 
won the silver and Ma-
harashtra's Swati Shinde 
and Delhi's Kirti won the 
bronze. 

Haryana wrestler 
Anju also claimed the 
top honours in the 55 
kg weight category with 
Delhi's Bunty settling for 
Silver, and Indu Tomar of 
Uttar Pradesh and Del-
hi's Sushma Shokin win-
ning the Bronze. 

In 57 kg weight cate-
gory, Haryana once again 
dominated with Anshu 
pocketing the Gold med-
al and Mansi claiming 
the Bronze. RSPB's Lal-
ita won the Silver, while 
MP's Raman Yadav won 
the other Bronze. 

The Gold in 72kg 
went to RSPB's Pinki, 
while Haryana's Naina 
took the Silver and Pri-
yanka of UP and Kavita of 
RSPB settled for Bronze. 
The bouts in the remain-
ing five weight categories 
-- 53 kg, 59 kg, 65 kg, 68 
kg and 76 kg -- will be 
held on Sunday.
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Request for Bids 
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process)

Employer: Gangtok Smart City Development Limited (GSCDL)
Project:  SIK-GAN-073 Construction of Link Road from Paljor Stadium to Indira 
Bye Pass.
Bid Value: Rs 4,76,71,920.00 Rupees Four Crore Seventy Six Lakhs Seventy 
One Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty only
RFB No: 005/GSCDL/2020, Project identification No: SIK-GAN-0073.
Issued on: 29th January 2021.

1.	 The GSCDL is to receive financing under the Smart City Mission, and 
intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the 
contract “For this contract, the GSCDL shall process the payments as 
per the Company policy, terms and conditions laid in this Standard 
Procurement Document, subject to availability of funds.

2.	 The GSCDL now invites sealed Bids from eligible Bidders for the work 
“Construction of Link Road from Paljor Stadium to Indira Bye Pass” 
Gangtok,to be completed within a period of eighteen months, subject 
to providing the land free from encumbrances by the administrative 
Department.

3.	 Bidding will be conducted through competitive procurement using 
Request for Bids (RFB) as specified herein and is open to all eligible 
Bidders as defined in the given criteria.

4.	 Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the 
office of the Chief Technical Officer, GSCDL; email id – ctosmartcity.
gangtok@gmail.com document during office hours between 11:00 
hrs to 15:00 hrs from Date: 01/02/2021 to 08/02/2021 at the address 
indicated below. Complete details may be seen in the websites indicated 
below.

5.	 The bidding document in English may be purchased by interested 
eligible Bidders during working days between 11:00 hrs to 15.00hrs 
15/02/2021 to 18/02/2021 at the address indicated below, upon the 
submission of a written application to the address below and upon 
payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 30,000 (Rupees Thirty Thousand 
only). The method of payment will be through demand draft payable to 
Gangtok Smart City Development Limited. The DD should be issued by 
a Nationalised Bank and payable at Gangtok.

6.	 Bids must be delivered to the address indicated below, on or before 
1300 hours on 01/03/2021.Late Bids will be rejected. The outer Bid 
envelopes marked “ORIGINAL BID”, and the inner envelopes marked 
“TECHNICAL PART” will be publicly opened in the presence of the Bid-
ders’ designated representatives and anyone who chooses to attend, 
at the address below at 1500 hrs on 01/03/2021. All envelopes marked 
“FINANCIAL PART” shall remain unopened and will be held in safe cus-
tody of the Employer until the second public Bid opening. 

7.	 All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of Rs. 11,92,000/- (Ru-
pees Eleven Lakh Ninety Two Thousand only).

8.	 The address(es) referred to above is (are): 
Chief Technical Officer
Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, Sokaythang, - 
737102 Gangtok, Sikkim, India 
Email address: – ctosmartcity.gangtok@gmail.com
Website: http://smartcitygangtok.com/&https://smartnet.
niua.org/

Sd/-
C.E.O. Gangtok Smart City 

Development Ltd

Cleanliness drive at 
Turung Mamaring GPU

Stakeholders from 3 GPUs receive 
training on rural dev through tourism

Swachhta at Padamchen

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Jan:

S takeholders from three 
GPUs - Melli-Aching, 

Timbrung-Rimbik and 
Thingling-Khichuperi – to-
day completed a three-day 
training on Rural Devel-
opment through Tourism 
organized by SIRD&PR at 

the Ecotourism Confer-
ence Hall at Lower Kitam.  

The participants shared 
plans of forming groups in 
their respective localities 
and start community-based 
tourism shortly and ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
wards Director SIRD&PR 
for bringing such a “won-

derful field-based training” 
to them, a press release in-
forms.

The valedictory func-
tion was presided over 
by Savitri Chettri, Pan-
chayat President of Ki-
tam-Manpur GPU.

Over the course of 
the three days, resource 

persons covered topics 
like homestay operations, 
community-based tour-
ism, bird guiding and na-
ture interpretive guiding, 
overall homestay manage-
ment with provided prac-
tical hands-on training on 
birding, zero waste picnics 
and welcoming guests. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 30 Jan:

A daylong cleanliness 
drive was orga-

nized at Upper Mamring 
ward of Turung Mama-
ring Gram Panchayat 
Unit under Rateypani 
Namthang constituency 
in South Sikkim today. 
Ward Panchayat mem-

ber Poonam Pradhan 
informs that police per-
sonnel stationed at the 
outpost, employees of 
micro-labs and Godrej 
units, power depart-
ment personnel and vil-
lage guards jointly car-
ried out a comprehen-
sive cleanliness drive in 
the entire area. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 30 Jan:

A three-day Swachhta 
awareness along 

with Shramdan pro-
gram on the theme, 
“clean village-green vil-
lage” began at Padam-
chen in East Sikkim to-
day. The program was 
supported by Nehru 

Yuva Kendra, Gang-
tok, in association 
with Lupin Founda-
tion and Young Mind’s 
Club and residents of 
the area. A cleanliness 
drive was carried out in 
and around the school, 
PHSC, Horticulture of-
fice and Panchayat Bha-
wan premises today. 

Amarinder hits out at BJP 
leader Tarun Chugh

Chandigarh, Jan 30 
(PTI): Punjab Chief Min-
ister Amarinder Singh on 
Saturday hit out at BJP 
leader Tarun Chugh for 
his remark on his 'Army 
background' and termed 
it as reprehensible .

What does the BJP 
or its leadership know 
of the Army honour or 
the grace of the national 
flag, in which the bodies 
of our Punjabi brothers 
come wrapped from the 
borders every second 
day? he asked Chugh.

The BJP national gen-
eral secretary on Friday 
had alleged that Ama-
rinder Singh was insult-
ing his Army background 
and the grace of Republic 
Day by supporting "farm-
ers" who insulted the na-
tional flag at the Red Fort 
in Delhi. The CM said, We 
in Punjab know the pain 
of seeing the bodies of 
our sons and brothers 
coming home every sec-
ond day, wrapped in the 
national flag.

"The BJP clearly has 
no empathy or sensitivity 
towards the soldiers los-
ing their lives to protect 
India's honour and integ-
rity. Neither Chugh nor his 
party could relate to the 
anguish of those very sol-
diers on seeing their farm-
er fathers and brothers 
being beaten up and tear-
gassed while fighting for 
their rights," said the CM 
in a statement here. Ama-
rinder slammed Chugh for 
deliberately spreading lies 
on an issue relating to the 
honour of the brave Indi-
an soldiers fighting for the 
safety and security of the 
nation at the borders.

Lambasting Chugh 
over his remarks on the 
'Republic Day grace', he 
said the BJP, which had 
systematically ripped 
the Constitutional fabric 
apart over the past six 
years and most notably 
over the draconian farm 
laws, had lost all moral 
and ethical right to talk of 
the honour of the R-day .

What was wrong in 
my statement that ma-
ligning the farmers (for 
the Red Fort violence) 
could cause the morale 
of the armed forces, 20 
per cent of which is from 
Punjab, to go down?

How does that 
amount to insulting the 
Republic Day grace and 
my own Army back-
ground? asked Amarind-
er, hitting out at Chugh 
for "misleading" people 
with "baseless" allega-
tions.

What happened to the 
grace of the Republic Day 
when the Central govern-
ment trampled over the 
federal and Constitution-
al rights of the states to 
unilaterally bring in the 
farm ordinances without 
consulting anyone?

Where is the grace 
in letting the poor farm-
ers, who are feeding you 
along with the billion-plus 
people of India every day, 
shiver out in the cold on 
the roads, with many of 
them dying out there? 
asked the chief minister.

Reacting to Chugh's 
unfounded accusations 
that he had backed those 
who had insulted the tri-
colour at the Red Fort, 
Amarinder Singh assert-
ed that far from support-
ing anyone involved in 
the Red Fort violence in 
any way, I was among the 
first to outright condemn 
the violence and the dis-
honour to the symbol of 
independent India .

The chief minister, 
however, reiterated that 
he did not believe it was 
farmers who created the 
trouble, and alleged it was 
miscreants, including BJP's 
own supporters, who were 
seen inciting the trouble at 
the historic Red Fort in the 
national capital on the Re-
public Day. He reiterated his 
demand for a thorough 
probe into the incident 
to expose the conspiracy 
and unveil the role, if any, of 
any political party or any 
third country.

Bajwa urges CM to use resources 
to find missing farmers

Chandigarh, Jan 30 (PTI): 
Congress MP Partap 
Singh Bajwa on Saturday 
urged Punjab Chief Min-
ister Amarinder Singh to 
use all available sources 
to trace over 100 farmers 
who have been missing 
since January 26 tractor 
rally in Delhi.

Citing some media 
reports, Bajwa wrote to 
Amarinder Singh, saying 
over 100 farmers from 
the state have been miss-
ing since the incidents 
that occurred on Janu-
ary 26 in Delhi . There 

has been no word to the 
families regarding their 
status or present condi-
tions, claimed the Rajya 
Sabha MP.

I urge you to use all 
resources available to 
the government of Pun-
jab to trace these farm-
ers and ensure their 
return, wrote Bajwa. It 
is extremely worrying 
that Punjabi farmers have 
been detained with no in-
formation being shared 
with their families or law-
yers, he added in his letter.

Citing the stone-pelt-

ing incident at Delhi's 
Singhu border on Friday, 
Bajwa, in a statement 
here, also urged the CM 
to deploy the Punjab 
police personnel for the 
safety of protesting farm-
ers at protest sites.

We all witnessed the 
violence that was un-
leashed against protest-
ing farmers at the Singhu 
border. It is quite clear 
that our farmers are un-
der threat from various 
groups who wish to ma-
lign their peaceful pro-
tests, he claimed. 

Funny but 
as expected: 
Sena on 
Hazare's 
fast U-turn
Mumbai, Jan 30 (PTI): 
The Shiv Sena on Sat-
urday slammed activist 
Anna Hazare for first an-
nouncing a hunger strike 
over farmers' issues and 
then calling it off within 
hours, saying this was 
"on expected lines".

Hazare on Friday an-
nounced an indefinite 
fast in support of farm-
ers who are agitating on 
Delhi borders against the 
new farm laws, but later 
changed the decision af-
ter discussions with BJP 
leader Devendra Fadna-
vis and Union Minister 
of State for Agriculture 
KailashChaudhary.

"The developments 
were funny but on ex-
pected lines," the editori-
al in the Sena mouthpiece 
`Saamana' said, adding it 
was unclear what was 
Hazare's stand on the 
controversial farm laws 
of the Union government.

"Protesting farmers 
are being targeted and 
the way they are being 
treated is shocking," it 
said.

During the UPA re-
gime led by Manmohan 
Singh, Hazare went to 
Delhi twice and staged 
massive agitations 
(against corruption) and 
the BJP had supported 
those agitations, the Sena 
said.

"But in the last few 
years, he has not taken 
a stand on demonetiza-
tion,lockdown (for coro-
navirus)," it said.

The party also alleged 
that the Union govern-
ment is doing everything 
tocrush the farmers' agi-
tation, and `look- out no-
tices' have been issued 
against their leaders at 
airports as if they were 
international fugitives.

When asked by re-
porters about the Saama-
na editorial, Hazare said 
at Ralegan Siddhi, his 
village in Maharashtra's 
Ahmednagar district, 
that society and the 
country's interest mat-
tered to him and not the 
party in power.

"When I see anything 
wrong happening, some-
thing which is against 
the country and society, I 
take a stand. I have pro-
testedagainst the land ac-
quisition bill during the 
Narendra Modigovern-
ment's tenure," he said.

On Friday, Hazare, 84, 
had said he won't be pro-
ceeding with the indef-
inite fast as the Central 
government has agreed 
to some of his demands 
and set up a high-level 
committee.
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Converts. Support. 
Endorsement

The people should be important 

Politicians in our country, as also in Sikkim, have lived 
in the make-believe world of sycophants and appear-

ances for far too long to be able to see realities unless 
strained through the reassuring filters that suit and 
surround them. In their defence, it is not just politicians 
who take on such imagined sense of power, significance 
and influence, and one sees such attitudes among gov-
ernment officials, social and religious organisations, and 
yes, even in the media. It is however only the politicians 
who need to routinely lobby for direct endorsement of 
the people to remain of consequence and also stand a 
chance of deciding policy, hence it becomes important 
for their priorities to be aligned properly and politi-
cal-speak nuanced with a better sense of proportions 
and pragmatism.

One could argue that selective perceptions would 
affect only individual fates and political careers, but it 
becomes important to marshal the debate on the right 
course when these impressions begin hogging public 
engagement. Take for instance the trend of claiming 
turncoats, a gimmick which gains currency after every 
election. These are fine as campaign-trail rewards, but 
rankle when they become the centrepiece of announce-
ments. One speaks here of the frequent claims and 
counterclaims of the number of supporters gained and 
weaned away that compete for headlines on pg02 nowa-
days. While these displays may be necessary to send out 
a signal of increasing popularity, they are not ladders on 
which political futures can be reached. To begin with, 
commitments so fickle that the confirmation of power 
can signal an ideological shift can hardly be considered 
endorsement strong enough to power change. Anyone 
who has followed campaign politics in Sikkim long 
enough will know how these inductions are managed 
and of how routinely such claims are announced; ditto 
for the year in the wake of an election. At best, these are 
interesting sideshows to the circus of politics, not the 
essence of the beast itself. Agreed, there are some cross-
overs which are politically significant in that they help 
open some unreached pockets or occupy some beyond 
reach seats, but to believe these to have the potency of 
changing political fortunes is misplaced and in fact de-
meaning to the intelligence of the electorate. 

To believe that the electorate cannot see through the 
political opportunism at the root of such fluctuations 
in allegiance because these reflect an inexcusable dis-
connect with how and what the people think or want. 
The media might play along and ignore the obvious 
sour grapes/ bountiful opportunities syndrome which 
defines a bulk of political positions in Sikkim, but that 
does not mean that the people do not see through things. 
Induction ceremonies and claims of winning new mem-
bers, hence, are at best stepping stones to catch the at-
tention of the people, an attention span that should then 
be held with policy and ideological commitments to 
make the people take them seriously.

At the end of the day, it is for the political parties 
and the leaders to decide where their priorities stand – 
whether it is to believe their own PR or work along with 
and among the people to reinforce their locus standii to 
take positions. The Opposition has often made the mis-
take of buying into the anti-incumbency fiction and the 
silent wave hallucination because anti-incumbency does 
not translate into votes by itself and the ruling segment 
would be mistaken to believe that anti-incumbency is 
not a factor at all in Sikkim. 

Also, given how small Sikkim is, all parties and leaders 
need to approach the people as a starting-from-scratch 
effort; past experience has shown that only those groups 
which reach out in earnest, and not on the crutches of 
past record or existing fatigue, win favour with the peo-
ple. For those watching “politics” from the sidelines, it is 
important to notice how leaders leverage their power or 
adjust to the absence of it. For the people, they should 
speak loud and often enough to catch the ears of lead-
ers to make them listen; that is when the people also get 
to ‘play’ some ‘politics’ of their own; and why shouldn’t 
they? It is not rare in Sikkim to find groups of 10 or even 
less come together and claim to speak for all the people 
of their constituency or community or section of society. 
They can be scoffed away, but most of the times they are 
cajoled and pampered or instigated and approached and 
placated. Counter groups are sponsored to offset the em-
barrassment that these groups have caused and either 
way, it’s the people who get played when they lease out 
their right to speak. 

This is a democracy, and people should be able to 
talk down to elected leaders and leaders and speak at 
least as equals with the babus. In a setting where hier-
archical protocols continue to be obsessively observed, 
this is a change whose time has come.

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

GameStop: Hedge Fund Attacks Have Opened 
Up Powerful New Front Against Wall Street

Should People Who Have Recently 
Had COVID Be Vaccinated?

JAMES BOWDEN & EDWARD THOMAS JONES
theconversation.com

In the dying days of 2009, Rage Against the Machine 
achieved the unlikeliest of Christmas number ones 

with a re-release of their anti-establishment anthem 
Killing in the Name. This was driven by an online 
campaign to give a great festive bloody nose to Simon 
Cowell, whose latest X-Factor winner was denied 
their routine annual spot at the top of the charts.

That protest against a creatively bankrupt 
mainstream pop media became a case study in the 
power of an online crowd with a strong narrative. 
It finds echoes today in a very different arena: the 
current attack on Wall Street hedge funds by retail 
traders via the Reddit forum r/WallStreetBets.

When exchanges opened in the New Year, 
shares in GameStop, a Texas-based chain of com-
puter games stores, were swapping hands at US$19 
(£14) each. By the close on Tuesday January 26 they 
were worth US$347 – an increase of over 1,700%.

GameStop PRICE ACTION
Driven by a David v Goliath narrative of re-

venge against previously untouchable Wall Street 
“fat cats”, the surge was coordinated by the almost 
5 million members of WallStreetBets, using apps 
like Robinhood that allow anyone to trade financial 
securities and derivatives for little or zero commis-
sion fees. In the words of one of these traders:

People are risking their lives to wage war 
against the suits and it brings tears to my eyes to 
watch them do it.

BEATEN AT THEIR OWN GAME
This produced an estimated US$6 billion in 

stinging losses for hedge funds and activists “short 
selling” GameStop shares. Short selling is a bet on 
stock prices going down, and is done by borrow-
ing shares, selling them, and then buying them 
back later to return to the lender – hopefully at a 
reduced price.

Critics argue that hedge funds that engage in 
short selling have an incentive to push down prices 
in questionable ways, such as spreading negative 
rumours about the company’s future. The practice 
was blamed to some extent for major financial in-
stitutions going into freefall during the global fi-
nancial crisis in 2008.

By buying GameStop to hurt those with short 
positions, retail investors employed a classic Wall 
Street tactic that hedge funds use against one an-
other. Buying enough shares to cause the price to 
surge forces short-selling hedge funds to buy back 
the borrowed shares at a higher price to cover their 
positions, which in turn pushes the price higher. In 
Wall Street parlance, it’s the “short squeeze”.

Hedge funds like Melvin Capital had to swallow 
soaring losses as the share price hit certain levels 
and triggered “margin calls” where they had to 
immediately repay their lenders. Melvin only sur-
vived thanks to a cash injection of US$2.8 billion 
from other hedge-fund backers.

In previous years, such an attack would have been 
quickly swept aside by the larger firepower of hedge 
funds and established Wall Street institutions. Activist 

short sellers also kept the lid on things by publishing 
damning research on targeted firms. Our study from 
2017 demonstrated that a short-seller thesis can al-
most instantaneously affect online message board 
sentiment and send investors fleeing.

The difference now is retail investors’ much 
better access to the financial markets, swelling 
their numbers and their ability to collectively move 

prices. The number of users on Robinhood has 
increased from 500,000 in 2014 to 13 million in 
2020, and trading stocks is the most common use 
for the US government pandemic stimulus cheques 
in almost every age bracket.

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK
Robinhood and other trading platforms banned 

trading in GameStop shares around the time they 
peaked, sparking outrage at a perceived “rigged” 
game tilted towards the big players. Both Democratic 
and Republican senators have condemned this deci-
sion to block retail investors while hedge funds can 
continue to trade. The platforms claim they had to 
impose temporary suspensions to protect their own 
financial positions from the risk of targeted stocks 
tumbling and retail traders who have borrowed to 
maximise their buying power suddenly racking up 
losses they can’t afford to cover.

The debate over how regulators should respond 
to this conflict is meanwhile intensifying, raising 
the prospect of new rules that discriminate against 
retail investors. That could fatally undermine trust 
in the regulators, since they would effectively be 
saying it’s alright for Wall Street to employ short 
squeezes but not the little guys.

Either way, these events have brought issues 
to the fore that regulators would have needed to 
address further down the road anyway, since the 
trading game has clearly changed in the last cou-
ple of years. For example, one new danger is an un-
friendly foreign country feeding “fake news” into 
social media to enrage retail investors about perceived 
unfairnesses, which galvanises them into attacks that 
prevent the markets from working efficiently.

After all, some would argue that short sellers are un-
fairly portrayed as villains in this David v Goliath battle. 
They help to keep markets liquid by making share pur-

chases easier for those who do want to buy a particular 
stock, and they can put a spotlight on companies that are 
poorly managed, dishonest, or engaged in poor corpo-
rate governance.

As a New York Times profile of notorious short-seller 
Andrew Left states, “In a town with a dozing sheriff, vigilan-
tes become the agents of order.” Left’s fund, Citron Capital, 
made a 100% loss on its short position in GameStop.

So how should the regulators play this? They may not 
want to curb investor discussion in online communities, 
even if it were possible, or try and set parameters about 
constitutes “manipulation” and “honest discussion” of a 
particular stock. One option might be to increase their 
monitoring capacity, perhaps through some kind of ear-
ly-warning system based on the volume of online chatter 
and the sentiment being expressed. They could feed this 
information to the trading platforms to let them take a view 
on temporarily limiting trading on those securities.

I WON’T DO WHAT YOU TELL ME…
Nobody knows how the present situation will end. 

The intense activity by retail investors could prompt 
a wider sell-off by forcing hedge funds with short po-
sitions to sell other shares to raise the cash to cover 
their losses. This could hurt companies and investors 
that were only spectators in this battle, with potentially 
far-reaching consequences.

For those worried about the potential for chaos, 
Rage Against the Machine might offer a crumb of com-
fort. Since that Christmas number one, numerous at-
tempts to achieve a similar feat have been less success-
ful. The collective action was diluted by the sheer num-
ber of copycat campaigns.

Similarly, we have seen campaigns by traders 
launched against Blackberry and AMC Entertainment, 
and there are rumours of a similar strategy being em-
ployed against American Airlines. Whether they reach 
similar levels as GameStop remains to be seen.

Either way the crowd will regroup, and regulators 
will need to learn valuable lessons from this episode. 
Having shown what a crowd of renegade investors 
can achieve, this could well have opened up a power-
ful new front in anti Wall Street activism.

[James Bowden is Lecturer in Financial 
Technology, University of Strathclyde; Edward Thomas 

Jones is Lecturer in Economics, Bangor University]

MATT WEBSTER
theconversation.com

A recent report from Public Health 
England showed that 83% of 

people who had had COVID were pro-
tected from reinfection five months 
later. Given that 3.7 million people in 
the UK have had COVID, should those 
with antibodies be at the back of the 
vaccine queue?

With the current high death rate, 
rising case numbers, closed schools 
and a seemingly interminable lock-
down, it is natural to look for ways 
to speed up the vaccination rollout. 
Surely those who have already had 
COVID and recovered can be depri-
oritised so that people shielding at 
home can receive the vaccine sooner?

Certainly, the government is not 
afraid of hacking the process to in-
crease short-term vaccine coverage. 
The recent example of lengthening 
the wait for a second dose proves 
that. But how feasible and effective 

would it be to not vaccinate people 
who have had the virus?

First, how sure are we that those 
people recovered remain protected 
five months later? While there is no 
doubt that the antibodies that helped 
you recover from COVID will last for 
some time after your illness, hopeful-
ly reducing the chance of reinfection, 
this study was on recovered health-
care professionals, looking at wheth-
er they went on to catch COVID again.

Despite the rising case number, 
a lot improved in those five months, 
particularly in the availability of 
protective equipment for healthcare 
workers and the isolation of COVID 
patients in hospital. This complicates 
checking healthcare worker’s anti-
body-derived protection rates and 
the calculation for how long you may 
remain protected.

ANTIBODY TESTING
But can’t we just check the anti-

bodies at the test centres, sending 
those home that don’t need their 

immune system trained in COVID-fo-
cused jiu-jitsu? We can definitely 
test for antibodies. The test has been 
available – with a few stop-starts – for 
some time, but critically it relies on a 
blood test.

England’s test-and-trace pro-
gramme, which has struggled to pro-
cess swab tests on the scale needed 
to match case numbers, would surely 
collapse at the request to process an-
tibody tests for the entire UK popula-
tion. Shipping, extraction, processing, 
testing … all while poor Mrs Jones sits 
in a school hall with a nurse poised 
with a vaccine jab waiting for the 
green light.

How about using the test-and-
trace data to sort those that need the 
jab from those that don’t?

While I will overlook that use of 
“don’t” (antibodies are not everlast-
ing, even if you have had COVID) the 
real question here is how much do you 
trust the accuracy of test and trace, and 
of people’s ability to self-declare ac-

curately? At the start of the pandemic 
everyone I spoke with had “had that 
COVID” despite being untested and 
unable to identify any exposure other 
than “I went on a train”.

This improved with mass 
swab-testing, but accuracy, particu-
larly false positives, would be an is-
sue if used to exclude vulnerable peo-
ple from the vaccine queue.

Like many things related to this 
pandemic, a good idea is complicat-
ed by the detail. Vaccine deployment 
could be targeted more precisely if 
we knew how long each of us retained 
antibodies and had an instant test ca-
pable of estimating how much and 
for how long we would be protected. 
Given that we have neither – and the 
NHS is under immense pressure al-
ready – the approach of vaccinating 
in demographic groups currently ap-
pears to be our only option.

[the writer is Principal 
Lecturer in Biochemistry, 
Anglia Ruskin University]
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Bhutan Cabinet approves nation's first policy on tourism
YANGCHEN C RINZIN
Thimpu, 30 Jan [Kuensel]: 
The much-awaited tourism 
policy got Bhutan has finally 
been cleared by the coun-
try’s Cabinet. Unlike in the 
past, the government will 
now have to take measures 
to promote tourism as a year-
round activity.

Areas with minimum tour-
ism activity could see tourism 
product and service develop-
ment as the policy pushes 
the government to spread 
tourism activities in those 
regions through provision of 
differing incentives and em-
phasis shifts to balance tour-
ism in all regions.

The policy, endorsed by 
the Cabinet on January 5, is 
the first tourism policy docu-
ment after tourism started in 
1974.

To avoid mass tourism, 
the government will manage 
and regulate by adopting ap-
propriate pricing and other 
mechanisms like sustainable 
development fee and a min-
imum daily package rate, 
among others.

“All initiatives related to 
tourism by the private sector 
shall be routed and endorsed 
by the TCB,” the policy states.

Without the policy, tour-
ism has been otherwise based 
on the vision of high value, 
low volume.

Meanwhile, the TCB’s 

proposal to open tourism by 
March this year would not 
come through. The TCB last 
year had proposed opening a 
gateway whereby tourists can 
pre-book their travel to Bhu-
tan by March and visit when 
the Covid-19 eases.

TCB’s Director General 
Dorji Dhradhul said that ow-
ing to the lockdown the dis-
cussion on reopening could 
not take place.

“We thought we could 
open by March but now we 
may not be able to because of 
the pandemic,” he said. “The 

situation keeps changing. 
Otherwise, we would have fi-
nalised and announced to ac-
cept bookings for tourists.”

TCB is expecting to reopen 
tourism earliest by this June. 
However, there is no govern-
ment directives or indication 
and it would depend on how 
the situation unfolds.

The lockdown has also 
disrupted the discussion on 
the three components sub-
mitted to the technical advi-
sory group in September last 
year to reopen tourism. 

The bubble tourism was 

to ease restriction on travel 
and revive the tourism sector. 
It is an exclusive travel part-
nership between two or more 
countries that have demon-
strated considerable success 
in containing and combating 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

In this, the tourist would 
be allowed to come only from 
one particular country that 
has agreed for bubble tourism 
with Bhutan.

“Now we’ll also have to 
look into bubble tourism 
carefully, as the situation 
globally is not improving,” 

Dorji Dhradhul said. “We need 
to be confident about anoth-
er country that we will have 
bubble tourism with.”

TCB had also proposed 
to allow tourist to come and 
undergo 21-day mandato-
ry quarantine. Under this 
scheme, a tourist from any 
country can visit Bhutan. The 
cost would be agreed between 
the tour agent and tourist.

Director general said that 
this proposal is still on and 
even if the tourist wants to 
visit Bhutan now they can if 
they agree to the 21-day quar-

antine. “But we’re not sure we 
would even have tourist want-
ing to come to Bhutan and fol-
low the compulsory quaran-
tine.” However, TCB dropped 
the third proposal where the 
tourist does not have to un-
dergo quarantine. This would 
have allowed tourists to come 
to Bhutan and visit only specific 
or selected areas then return to 
their destination. “Maybe, we 
can consider such an arrange-
ment after a year or two,” the 
director general said.

However, he said TCB 
is exploring ultra-high-end 
tourism, meaning a tourist 
can visit Bhutan in a chartered 
flight or chopper in a small 
group. “While the discussion 
is still ongoing, we shouldn’t 
rush to reopen since the risk 
is still there. We don’t want to 
compete with other countries 
who have reopened tourism,” 
Dorji Dhradhul said.

The tourism sector re-
mains closed since March last 
year. Only 28,000 tourists vis-
ited Bhutan in 2020 generat-
ing revenue of USD 19 million, 
against 315,599 tourists in 
2019. Tourism sector earned 
USD 225 million in 2019.

There are 50,737 indi-
viduals solely dependent on 
tourism for livelihood and 
28,159 are kidu recipients. So 
far, the government has spent 
about Nu 289 million on ho-
tels used for quarantine.

No new COVID-19 case 
in Arunachal Pradesh

Centre approves additional 
funds for Assam, 4 other states

Bhutan's never-
ending chilli issue

ITBP gets new commander in Ladakh

Jharkhand 
reports 
45 new 
COVID-19 
cases, 1 
death
Ranchi, Jan 30 (PTI): 
Jharkhand's COVID-19 
tally mounted to 1,18,602 
as 45 more people tested 
positive for the infection, 
a health official said on 
Saturday.

The COVID-19 death 
toll rose to 1,070 as one 
more person succumbed 
to the infection in the last 
24-hours, he said.

Ranchi district re-
ported the highest num-
ber of new cases at 33, 
followed by two cases 
each in East Singhbhum, 
Dhanbad, Gumla and Sa-
hibganj, the official said.

The state now has 
628 active cases, while 
1,16,904 people have re-
covered from the disease 
so far, he said.

Jharkhand has test-
ed 12,022 samples for 
COVID-19 in the last 24 
hours, the official said.

Meanwhile, 8,759 
healthcare workers re-
ceived jabs of COVID-19 
vaccine on Friday.

Among those vac-
cinated on Friday, only 
one healthcare worker 
reported Adverse Events 
Following Immunization 
(AEFI).

So far a total of 
33,069 healthcare work-
ers in the state have re-
ceived COVID vaccines, 
he added.

Kolkata 
Police arrest 
3 persons, 
seize arms & 
ammunition
Kolkata, Jan 30 (PTI): 
Kolkata Police arrested 
three persons including 
one woman on Saturday 
and seized arms and 
ammunition from their 
possession, a senior of-
ficer said.

While one man and 
a woman were arrested 
from the city's Babug-
hat bus stand area, the 
third person was picked 
up from Baruipur in the 
South 24 Parganas dis-
tricts, he said.

A total of six 9 mm im-
provised pistols and 12 
magazines were seized 
from the possession of 
the man and the woman, 
the officer said.

"The two were trying 
to deliver the arms and 
ammunition to the other 
one arrested from Barui-
pur. The duo was coming 
from Bihar's Bhagalpur 
...," the IPS officer said.

Preliminary investi-
gation revealed that the 
man is a resident of Ba-
sirhat while the woman 
is the wife of the man 
nabbed from Baruipur, 
he said.

A case was started at 
the Maidan Police Station 
and the three persons 
were booked under the 
Arms Act, he added.

"Further raids and 
searches are being con-
ducted for the recovery 
of more arms and ammu-
nition. We are hopeful to 
arrest more people linked 
to this group," he said.

New Delhi, Jan 30 (PTI): 
The Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP), which 
guards the Line of Actual 
Control with China, has 
posted a new officer to 
head its frontier in Lada-
kh, official sources said 
on Saturday.

Lhari Dorjee Lhatoo, 
a 1999-batch officer of 
the Manipur cadre, will be 
replacing ITBP Inspector 
General (IG) Deepam Seth, 
who was commanding 
the force troops deployed 
along the LAC with China 
in Ladakh.

Seth, a 1995-batch In-
dian Police Service (IPS) 
officer of the Uttarakhand 
cadre, has been trans-
ferred to the ITBP Head-
quarters in Delhi, as per 
an order issued by the In-
do-Tibetan Border Police 
Headquarters here.

Lhatoo had recently 
joined the border guard-
ing force. He has earlier 

served in the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
and the Special Protec-
tion Group (SPG).

"The transfer has 
been done on admin-
istrative and strategic 
grounds. IG Seth has 
been posted in the same 
capacity and will handle 
the personnel and vigi-
lance charge at the ITBP 
Headquarters in Delhi," a 
senior officer told PTI.

The new IG is ex-
pected to take charge in 
Ladakh in the next few 
days, he said.

Leh is the base for the 
ITBP north-west frontier 
and an IG-rank officer, 
equivalent to a Maj Gen-
eral rank in the Army, 
commands the formation 
that is responsible for the 
deployment of the troops 
in this part of the 3,488-
km long Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) with China 
that runs from the Kara-

koram Pass in the Hi-
malayas to Jachep La in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Seth has been a part 
of various military talks, 
as a representative of 
the Union Home Minis-
try, being held with the 
Chinese to move forward 
on the long-negotiated 
disengagement process 
in eastern Ladakh as 
thousands of troops from 
both the sides remain de-
ployed at friction points 
under freezing condi-
tions since May last year.

He also oversaw in-
duction of additional 
ITBP troops in Ladakh 
that was undertaken in 
the wake of the standoff.

The officer was post-
ed to head the newly-cre-
ated formation in mid-
2019 and was decorat-
ed with the president's 
police medal for distin-
guished service this Re-
public Day.

TASHI DEMA
Thimpu, 30 jan [Kuen-
sel]: The recent chil-
li problem exposed all 
shortcomings and now 
as price skyrockets, some 
charging as high as Nu 
800 a kilogramme, the 
demand is for consumer 
protection.

People took to social 
media to raise their con-
cern when chilli price 
skyrocketed to Nu 800 a 
kilogramme amidst the 
shortage. Many people 
said they would not mind 
paying the price if farm-
ers are benefitting from 
the increase in price but 
alleged it was vendors, 
who were taking advan-
tage of the situation.

Some people raised 
questions on the role of 
the government, agricul-
ture ministry and Office 
of Consumer Protection 
(OCP) to protect con-
sumers. Many accused 
OCP of failing to protect 
consumers although the 
Consumer Protection Act 
2012 and Consumer Pro-
tection Rules and Reg-
ulations 2015 mandate 
them.

The views are varied 
if not the chillies.

A Thimphu resident, 
Karma, said the govern-
ment should intervene 
and allow import of chilli 
until the local production 
hits the market. “Tobacco 
products are imported 
without restrictions and 
alcohol is produced with-
in and distributed freely.”

Another resident, 
Kuenga, said consumers 
have no right to blame 
farmers even if they 
charge Nu 500 or even 
1,000, as farmers put 
in lots of effort to pro-
duce the product. He 
explained farmers are 
forced to sell chilli at Nu 
30 or 40 a kg during pro-
duction season. “When 
we are not concerned 
for farmers that time and 
if there is no minimum 
price support from the 
government, it is not fair.”

He said all these prob-
lems call for a systematic 
approach towards veg-
etable production and 
marketing. “It is time we 

have to use cold storage 
system.” But as much as 
the chilli price impact-
ed consumers, suppliers 
and farmers are equally 
worried.

A chilli supplier from 
Dagana is worried the 
exorbitant price would 
force the government 
to lift the ban on chilli. 
“If that happens, many 
farmers would suffer.”

He pays Nu 250 for 
a kg of chilli to farmers 
in Lhamoizingkha and 
sells it for Nu 300 a kg to 
vendors at the Centenary 
Farmers’ Market.

“Since I am not al-
lowed to come out of my 
vehicle because of the 
pandemic, I don’t know 
how much the vendors 
are selling it for,” he said. 
“They are making 100 
percent profit even if 
they sell it for Nu 600 a 
kg.”   

A farmer from Umling 
said they sold at Nu 400 
a kg but could not believe 
it fetched Nu 800 at Ge-
lephu market. “But how 
long will people buy at 
that price?” she said. “It 
will only force the gov-
ernment to allow import 
or fix a price, which will 
only affect farmers, as 
vendors have a way to 
sell it at a high price.”

An agriculture exten-
sion officer in Gelephu 
said farmers in his ge-
wog sell chillies for Nu 
400 a kg. “I think it is the 
vendors who charged 
Nu 800 to consumers. A 
farmer in Shompangkha 
said he was surprised 
when his chillies fetched 
him Nu 500 a kg recent-
ly in Sarpang. He said he 
never expected his chil-
lies would fetch so much 
money but with prices 
of all commodities in-
creasing in the market, 
he thought it was a good 
opportunity to sell his 
chillies for the price.

He, however, said he 
knows the high price will 
not last long. “Consum-
ers will make noise, as 
vendors are selling it for 
Nu 800.”

But it is not just local 
chillies that are costing 
consumers huge money. 

Guwahati, 30 Jan [Shil-
longTimes]: A high-lev-
el committee under the 
chairmanship of the 
Union home minister 
Amit Shah has approved 
additional central as-
sistance of Rs 1,751.05 
crore under the National 
Disaster Response Fund 
(NDRF) for Assam and 
four other states affected 
by floods, landslides and 
hailstorms, an official 
statement issued on Fri-
day said.

Approving the addi-
tional central assistance, 
the Union home minis-
ter said the Union gov-
ernment has resolved to 
help Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Odisha, Telan-
gana and Uttar Pradesh, 
five states that braved 
the natural disasters.

Funds to the tune 
of Rs 437.15 crore has 
been approved for As-
sam; Rs 75.86 crore for 
Arunachal Pradesh; Rs 

320.94 crore for Odisha; 
Rs 245.96 crore for Tel-
angana and Rs 386.06 
crore for Uttar Pradesh 
against floods/ land-
slides during the south-
west monsoon 2020.

Besides, a sum of Rs 
285.08 crore has been ap-
proved for Uttar Pradesh 
against hailstorm during 
Rabi 2019-20.

The central govern-
ment had deputed in-
ter-ministerial central 
teams (IMCTs) to all 
the five states immedi-
ately after the calami-
ties, without waiting for 
memorandums from the 
affected state govern-
ments.

In addition, during 
the financial year 2020-
21, till date, the central 
government has released 
Rs 19,036.43 crore to 28 
states from State Disas-
ter Response Fund and 
Rs 4,409.71 crore to 11 
States from NDRF.

Itanagar, Jan 30 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh did 
not record a single fresh 
case of COVID-19 in the 
last 24 hours, a senior 
health department offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The COVID-19 tally 
in the state remained at 
16,827 as no new case 
has been reported since 
Friday, the official said.

Two more persons 
recuperated from the 
disease on Friday, tak-
ing the total number of 
recoveries in the state 
to 16,758, State Surveil-
lance Officer (SSO) Dr 
Lobsang Jampa said. 
The recovery rate in the 
state has touched 99.58 
per cent, while the pos-
itivity stands at 0.07 per 
cent and the fatality rate 
at 0.33 per cent, he said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
currently has 13 active 
COVID-19 cases, while 56 
people have succumbed 
to the infection so far. 

The Capital Complex Re-
gion -- comprising Itana-
gar, Naharlagun, Nirjuli 
and Banderdewa areas 
-- and West Kameng have 
the maximum number of 
active cases at four each, 
the SSO said.

A total of 3,91,822 
samples have been test-
ed for COVID-19 so far, 
including 547 on Friday, 
he added.

State Immunization 
Officer (SIO) Dr Dimong 
Padung said that a total 
of 16,350 health workers 
have received the first 
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine so far including 609 
on Friday.

The health depart-
ment has been carrying 
out the inoculation drive 
four days a week -- Mon-
day, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, he said.

Seven persons re-
portedly developed after 
effects following immu-
nization, the SIO added.
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Paul Pogba shows less can be more 
after tyranny of expectations

JONATHAN LIEW
London, 30 Jan [theGuard-
ian]: When Paul Pogba was 
about nine or 10, a man called 
Sambou Tati – his youth coach 
at US Roissy – decided to con-
vert him from a striker into a 
midfielder. At the time, Pog-
ba was a brilliant footballer 
with one glaring weakness: 
he loved the ball so much he 
would simply dribble and 
dribble with it for as long as he 
could. By moving further back, 
Tati reasoned, Pogba might 
have less time on the ball, but 
would offer greater influence 
on the team as a whole.

Although he probably didn’t 
know it, in so doing Tati had 
established an entirely new 
field of footballing study, one 
that continues to absorb and 
confound the game’s greatest 
minds to this day: How To Get 
The Best Out Of Paul Pogba.

Yes, it seems we’re still 
playing this game in 2021. 
The clenched fists. The bulg-
ing veins. The impassioned 
rants. The battery of television 
pundits warning that unless 
he bucks his ideas up, this 
27-year-old World Cup win-
ner and four-times Serie A 
champion may never fulfil his 
potential. And yet for all this, 
over recent weeks there have 
been moments when it feels 
like we might just be getting 
somewhere.

Since re-establishing him-
self in Manchester United’s 
starting XI last month, Pogba 
has been quietly exemplary. 
His three goals – stunning ef-
forts from long range – have 
directly contributed to wins 
at West Ham, Burnley and 
Fulham. His defensive contri-
butions are up. His positional 
discipline has been good. Even 
in defeat by Sheffield United 
on Wednesday, he was proba-
bly United’s best player. All of 

which has naturally generated 
a fair amount of excitement 
and a fair few questions. Is this 
a blip or a breakthrough? Is 
Pogba good again? Was he al-
ways good? Will he stay good?

In a way, the very framing of 
the issue is the problem here. 
So much of the debate around 
Pogba since he rejoined Unit-
ed seems to have taken place 
in a weird vacuum, divorced 
from symbiosis and context, 
as if the performance of a sin-
gle player could be isolated 
from that of the team around 
him. As it turns out – and re-
ally, this should surprise no-
body – if you surround a good 
player with other good play-
ers in a successful team, they 
may just begin to look better 
themselves.

Partly, you sense, this is 
a tyranny of expectations: a 
function of the way Pogba ar-
rived, the world-record fee he 
arrived for, the state United 
were in when they signed him 

and the sort of player he was 
assumed to be. “For £89 mil-
lion, Pogba will be expected 
to win big games, grab games 
by the scruff of the neck,” Gary 
Neville said when he signed 
in 2016. Jamie Carragher said 
on Sky a couple of months ago: 
“I thought he might have an 
impact like [Frank] Lampard at 
Chelsea, [Steven] Gerrard at Liv-
erpool, Yaya Touré at Man City, 
players who drove their teams 
to titles, European Cups.”

But Pogba has never been 
this sort of player: the one-man 
hurricane who drags a strug-
gling team to glory. And nor, in 
many respects, were the others. 
Lampard had Michael Essien 
and Claude Makélélé alongside 
him; Gerrard had Xabi Alonso 
and Javier Mascherano; Touré 
had Fernandinho and David 
Silva. Even in their most in-
spired moments, they were 
uplifted by strong teammates, 
not the other way around. Pog-
ba was 23 when he returned 

to Old Trafford, and in a way 
had spent his whole career 
learning: from Paul Scholes 
in his first United stint, from 
Arturo Vidal and Andrea Pirlo 
at Juventus. Now, the learning 
would stop. His job would be 
to turn around a dysfunction-
al superclub at the age of 23. 
And not with goals or saves, 
but from central midfield, with 
the likes of Ander Herrera, Ma-
rouane Fellaini, Scott McTomi-
nay and Jesse Lingard for com-
pany. And when it didn’t work, 
we shouted at him to try hard-
er, as if he were a racehorse or 
a recalcitrant piece of comput-
er hardware, rather than a hu-
man playing a team sport.

Perhaps this is why Pog-
ba has so often been the focal 
point of United fans’ criticism, 
a media obsession, a surrogate 
for the decrepitude of the wid-
er organisation. And perhaps 
it is only now, with United 
second in the league, that we 
see just how reliant Pogba’s 

game is on a functioning col-
lective around him. The 25-
yard screamers are really just 
the ornamentation: at heart 
Pogba is a combination player, 
all neat touches and dainty tri-
angles, and sweeping diagonal 
passes for quick, ruthless for-
wards to finish.

Numbers tell only part of 
this story. Pogba’s raw cre-
ative stats are down in almost 
all areas: fewer passes, fewer 
touches, fewer dribbles, fewer 
shots. But he is winning the 
ball more, competing more in 
the air, doing more with less. 
As Tati realised all those years 
ago, sometimes Pogba is at his 
most effective when he isn’t 
always on the ball. “Because 
I like to get a lot of touches, 
teams press you more,” Pogba 
said this week. “Now I try and 
play quicker, play more as a 
team than an individual.”

The lingering question, of 
course, is how sustainable this 
all is. It was only last month, af-
ter all, that Pogba’s agent Mino 
Raiola declared that Pogba’s 
time at Old Trafford was “over” 
and claimed it was best that he 
was sold. There are 18 months 
left on his contract. With no new 
deal in the offing and United un-
willing to let him go for free, all 
the signs still point to a parting 
of the ways in the summer.

Shortly after the last World 
Cup, Pogba’s former manager 
José Mourinho speculated that 
he is at his best in “closed hab-
itats” – short, confined periods 
where he can focus his ener-
gies on a distinct goal. It’s pos-
sible that something similar is 
happening now. That with the 
end in sight, Pogba can simply 
focus on the next few months, 
on winning the league title and 
leaving in a blaze of glory. If so, 
then against all the odds, Pog-
ba’s return to United may yet 
have a happy ending all round.

Australian Open gets green light for 30,000 
a day as WA loosens border restrictions

Dina Asher-Smith returns 
in style with 60m World 

Indoor Tour victory

Brazil's Hulk signs 2-year 
deal with Atletico Mineiro

'It needs to change': Chelsea 
'disgusted' with racist 
abuse of Reece James

Nepal to allow unrestricted 
entry to vaccinated tourists

London, 30 Jan [PA 
MEDIA]: Chelsea have 
thrown their weight 
behind calls for social 
media companies to do 
more to stamp out rac-
ism on their platforms 
after the defender Reece 
James became the latest 
player to be subjected to 
vile abuse.

The England full-back 
revealed he had been tar-
geted on Friday evening, 
posting the message “No 
room for RACISM!!” in 
response. His club was 
quick to condemn the 
attack, which followed 
similar abuse directed 
at West Brom’s Romaine 
Sawyers and the Man-
chester United duo Axel 
Tuanzebe and Anthony 
Martial this week.

A statement issued 
via Chelsea’s Twitter ac-
count said: “Everyone 
at Chelsea FC is disgust-
ed with the racist abuse 
Reece James received on 
social media on Friday 
evening. This club finds 
racism and all forms 
of discriminatory be-
haviour completely un-

acceptable. We totally 
condemn it.

“In sport, as in wider 
society, we must create 
a social media environ-
ment where hateful and 
discriminatory actions 
are as unacceptable on-
line as they would be on 
the street. We add our 
voice to those urging so-
cial media platforms and 
regulatory authorities to 
take stronger, more effec-
tive and more urgent ac-
tion against this despica-
ble behaviour. Something 
needs to change and it 
needs to change now.”

Speaking about the 
earlier incidents on Fri-
day, the Premier League 
chief executive, Richard 
Masters, called for action 
to stamp out online hate. 
He said: “I am appalled 
to see the racial abuse 
received by players this 
week. Racist behaviour of 
any form is unacceptable 
and nobody should have 
to deal with it. Tackling 
online hate is a priority 
for football, and I believe 
social media companies 
need to do more.”

SANGAM PRASAIN
Kathmandu, 30 Jan 
[KathmanduPost]: Ne-
pal is considering allow-
ing unrestricted entry to 
vaccinated tourists in a 
bid to boost the morale 
of the moribund tourism 
industry ahead of the 
upcoming spring peak 
season, Tourism Minis-
ter Bhanu Bhakta Dhakal 
said on Friday.

There will be no 
quarantine and corona-
virus insurance require-
ments, and all visitors 
will need to produce is 
proof of having had the 
shot. Many countries 
have started issuing a 
vaccine certificate or vac-
cine passport to interna-
tional travellers.

“In order to ease re-
strictions on travel, we 
are allowing tourists to 
travel freely if they pro-
duce a certificate that 
proves they have been 
vaccinated,” Dhakal told 
a media briefing here 
on Friday. He said the 
ministry had also recom-
mended resuming issu-
ing on-arrival visas to all 
tourists at Kathmandu's 
Tribhuvan International 
Airport. The Seychelles 
became the first country 
in the world to welcome 
vaccinated tourists with-
out quarantine require-
ments.

Dhakal said the gov-
ernment was also pre-
paring to extend the 72-
hour validity of negative 
Covid-19 test reports for 
those who have not been 
vaccinated. Currently, all 
visitors to Nepal above 
age five must have a neg-
ative PCR test obtained 
not more than 72 hours 
before departure, ac-
cording to the Depart-
ment of Immigration.

A mandatory sev-
en-day hotel quarantine, 
with a second negative 
PCR test on the fifth day 
after arrival, is required. 
Trekkers and mountain-
eers must also have in-
surance coverage worth 
$5,000.

The government still 
has not resumed grant-
ing on-arrival visas at 
Kathmandu airport, ex-
cept to officials of dip-
lomatic missions and 
non-resident Nepalis.

“We are taking a few 
proposals which we 

have discussed with the 
Covid-19 Crisis Manage-
ment Centre to the cabi-
net for its approval,” said 
Dhakal. “We expect that 
these measures will per-
mit tourists to come to 
Nepal without hassles.”

Nepal imposed a 
complete lockdown in 
March last year that kept 
out all foreign sightseers 
during the second peak 
tourist season.

Travel trade entre-
preneurs said that ex-
cepting mountaineering 
expeditions, advance 
booking for the spring 
season still had not 
picked up due to trav-
el-related restrictions.

Nepal launched a 
nationwide Covid-19 
vaccination drive on 
Wednesday, and plans to 
immunise 72 percent of 
its 30 million population 
in three months.

A day after starting 
the inoculation cam-
paign, the government 
decided to re-open 16 
border points with India 
and China, allowing cit-
izens of the respective 
countries to travel to 
Nepal. Earlier, the gov-
ernment re-opened 14 
border crossings.

Minister Dhakal said 
that the re-opening of 
the land points would 
facilitate Indian tourist 
movement into Nepal, 
especially during the 
upcoming Maha Shi-
varatri festival on March 
11 when thousands of 
Indian pilgrims visit the 
Pashupatinath temple in 
Kathmandu. According to 
the Health Ministry, the 
country reported 157 new 
coronavirus infections 
among 3,221 PCR tests 
done in the past 24 hours, 
pushing the overall infec-
tion tally to 270,745. As 
of Friday, the active case 
count stood at 3,022.

On January 23, the 
local administration in 
Nepal's Everest region 
threw the door wide 
open to tourists by re-
moving all Covid-related 
restrictions in a fresh at-
tempt to woo back trek-
kers to its popular trails.

Sightseers visiting 
the Everest region are no 
longer required to sub-
mit a negative Covid-19 
RT-PCR test report or go 
into quarantine. 

Karlsruhe, 30 Jan 
[PA MEDIA]: Dina Ash-
er-Smith made an im-
pressive return to com-
petition as she equalled 
her personal best in win-
ning the women’s 60m at 
the World Indoor Tour 
in Karlsruhe. It was the 
25-year-old’s first taste 
of international compe-
tition since she won the 
world 200m title in Doha 
in October 2019.

Asher-Smith crossed 
the line in a time of 
7.08sec ahead of Orlann 
Ombissa-Dzangue of 
France, while her team-
mate and current British 

record holder Asha Phil-
ip finished fifth.

Earlier, Asher-Smith 
had cruised through her 
semi-final heat in 7.11sec 
in her first indoor race 
for three years. After 
taking last year off from 
competition, she is now 
set to step up her prepa-
rations for the delayed 
Tokyo Olympics.

Asher-Smith is sched-
uled to move on to race 
in Düsseldorf on Sun-
day, and also compete in 
France with a view to po-
tentially racing in the Eu-
ropean Indoors in Poland 
in March.

Sao Paulo, Jan 30 (AP): 
Brazilian club Atl tico 
Mineiro signed on a free 
transfer former Brazil 
striker Hulk.

Hulk left China's 
Shanghai SIPG and is 
expected to play for At-
letico Mineiro after the 
Brazilian championship 
ends in February. He has 
a two-year contract.

Atletico Minei-
ro is coached by Jorge 
Sampaoli, a fan of the 
34-year-old Hulk.

After only two pro-
fessional matches for 

Brazil's Vit ria in 2005, 
Hulk moved to Japan, 
where he played for 
three clubs. His best 
form came in 2008-12 
at Porto, where he won 
the national league four 
times and lifted the Eu-
ropa League trophy in 
2011.

Hulk moved to Zenit 
St. Petersburg, where 
he won three titles and 
played for Brazil in the 
2014 World Cup. He left 
in 2016 for China and 
won another two tro-
phies with Shanghai.

MICHAEL McGOWAN
Sydney, 30 Jan [theGuardian]: 
Crowds at this year’s Australian 
Open will be capped at half the 
pre-Covid average, after Victoria’s 
top health official signed off on al-
lowing up to 30,000 spectators to 
attend the start of the tournament 
next month.

On Saturday, Victoria’s sports 
minister, Martin Pakula, con-
firmed the government had 
agreed to a plan that would allow 
daily crowd capacity of 30,000 
for the first eight days of the 
tournament, reducing to 25,000 
per day from the start of the tour-
nament quarter-finals.

Pakula said a total of 390,000 
people were expected to attend 
Melbourne Park to watch the tour-
nament during the fortnight, about 
half the average attendance in re-
cent years.

He said it would be “the most 
significant event with crowds the 
world has seen for many, many 
months”.

“That means on Rod Laver Are-
na, as we get to the end of the tour-
nament, we’ll have an incredible 
atmosphere, not that different to 
the atmosphere we’ve seen in all 
the Opens in years past,” Pakula 
said.

On Saturday the Tennis Aus-
tralia chief executive, Craig Tiley, 
revealed that 22 players remained 
in hotel quarantine, including Ja-
pan’s Kei Nishikori and the French 
world No 28, Benoit Paire. The last 
players were to be released at mid-
night on Saturday.

The hotel quarantine program 
has come in for criticism from 
some Open participants, but Tiley 
insisted to reporters that “99.9%” 
had been satisfied.

Tiley said players who had 
been through a hard lockdown 
– meaning they were unable to 
access training facilities during 

the quarantine due to positive 
Covid-19 cases on flights to Aus-
tralia – had been given “priority” 
with their schedules and access to 
training facilities.

Also on Saturday, the West-
ern Australian premier, Mark Mc-
Gowan, announced travellers from 
Queensland and Victoria would no 
longer have to self-isolate upon ar-
rival in the state from next week. Vic-
torians will not have to self-isolate 
on arriving in WA from next Friday, 
with the state designated “very low 
risk” from that time. From 12.01am 
on Monday, Queensland arrivals will 
also be downgraded to a “very low 
risk” category.

But travellers entering WA 
must be prepared to take a Covid 
test and undergo health screening, 
as well as complete a declaration 
about where they have come from.

New South Wales will be rated 
a low risk, with arrivals still re-
quired to self-quarantine for two 
weeks and undergo a Covid test. 
Australia again recorded no new 

cases of community transmission 
on Saturday. Victoria has now gone 
24 days with no new cases of the 
virus outside of hotel quarantine.

WA recorded no community 
cases of the virus in the past 24 
hours, marking nearly 10 months 
without a virus case in the WA 
community. But three cases have 
been detected in hotel quarantine 
in the past 24 hours. Two of those 
cases are of the new variant strains 
of the virus, making a total of sev-
en variant strain cases in the quar-
antine system.

Victorian health authorities an-
nounced virus fragments had been 
found in wastewater at three more 
Victorian towns, including the pop-
ular holiday destinations of Cowes 
and Castlemaine. The fragments 
were found at Castlemaine, Cowes 
and Pakenham on 27 January.

The health department urged 
residents and anyone who had vis-
ited these areas from 25 January to 
27 January to get tested if they had 
symptoms of the virus. 
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Canada to quarantine travelers, 
suspend flights south

TORONTO (AP): Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
on Friday announced 
stricter restrictions on 
travelers in response to 
new, likely more conta-
gious variants of the nov-
el coronavirus — includ-
ing making it mandatory 
for travelers to quaran-
tine in a hotel at their 
own expense when they 
arrive in Canada and 
suspending airline ser-
vice to Mexico and all 
Caribbean destinations 
until April 30.

Trudeau said in ad-
dition to the pre-board-
ing test Canada already 
requires, the govern-
ment will be introducing 
mandatory PCR testing 
at the airport for people 
returning to Canada.

“Travelers will then 
have to wait for up to 
three days at an ap-
proved hotel for their 
test results, at their own 
expense, which is ex-
pected to be more than 
$2,000,” Trudeau said.

“Those with negative 
test results will then be 
able to quarantine at 
home under significant-
ly increased surveillance 
and enforcement.”

He said the measure 
will be take effect “in the 
coming weeks.”

The steep cost for the 
hotel stay includes the 
cost for a private PCR 
test, security, food and 
the cost of measures the 
designated hotels will 
have to take to keep their 
workers safe.

“The cost is a ball-
parking. This isn’t like 
any other facility. This is 
one where there has to 
be infection prevention 

control measures, securi-
ty and other costs as well. 
It’s not just a regular stay 
at a hotel,” said Dr. The-
resa Tam, Canada’s chief 
public health officer.

Tam also said a test 
will be required on the 
10th day after people re-
turn. The prime minister 
said those with positive 
tests will be immediately 
required to quarantine in 
designated government 
facilities to make sure 
they’re not carrying vari-
ants of particular con-
cern.

Trudeau also said the 
government and Cana-
da’s main airlines have 
agreed to suspend ser-
vice to sun destinations 
right away. He said Air 
Canada, WestJet, Sun-
wing, and Air Transat 
are cancelling air service 
to all Caribbean destina-
tions and Mexico starting 
Sunday until April 30.

“They will be making 
arrangements with their 
customers who are cur-
rently on a trip in these 
regions to organize their 

return flights,” Trudeau 
said. Mexico’s Foreign 
Relations Department 
said in a statement that 
“the government of Mex-
ico expresses its hope 
that the measure recent-
ly announced by Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
can be withdrawn as 
soon as possible, in order 
to avoid a deep economic 
crisis in the North Ameri-
can Region.”

Trudeau said starting 
next week, all interna-
tional passenger flights 
to Canada must land at 
four airports: Vancou-
ver, Toronto, Calgary and 
Montreal.

“We will also, in the 
coming weeks, be requir-
ing nonessential travel-
ers to show a negative 
test before entry at the 
land border with the US, 
and we are working to 
stand up additional test-
ing requirements for land 
travel,” Trudeau said.

Canada already re-
quires those entering the 
country to self-isolate 
for 14 days and to pres-

ent a negative COVID-19 
test taken within three 
days before arrival. Tam, 
Canada’s top health of-
ficial, said that security 
contractors will be going 
door-to-door to check on 
returnees who are isolat-
ing at home. The move to 
require a hotel stay upon 
return would discour-
age vacations as people 
would not want to have 
to quarantine at a ho-
tel at their own expense 
upon return.

“It’s excellent. It’s a 
shame it’s this late. This 
is something they could 
have done ages ago,” said 
Dr. Andrew Morris, a pro-
fessor of infectious dis-
eases at the University of 
Toronto and the medical 
director of the Antimi-
crobial Stewardship Pro-
gram at Sinai-University 
Health Network.

“This is definitely a 
step in the right direc-
tion.”

More and more gov-
ernments are thinking 
about ways to be more 
aggressive because of the 

new variants, delays in 
vaccines, the challenges 
with getting the popula-
tion vaccinated and the 
strains on health care 
systems. Public Safety 
Minister Bill Blair said 
officials have been urging 
Canadians to cancel all 
nonessential travel and 
are trying to eliminate it.

“Unfortunately, some 
are making the choice to 
engage in nonessential 
travel. If they are going 
to make that choice, they 
should bear the full cost,” 
Blair said. Ontario Pre-
mier Doug Ford said his 
province will begin test-
ing at Toronto’s Pearson 
International Airport on 
Monday as a stop gap un-
til federal measures are 
in place.

Trudeau also an-
nounced there will be a 
delay in part of the next 
shipment of the Mod-
erna vaccine, which ar-
rives next week. He said 
Canada will receive 78% 
of the expected amount, 
translating to 180,000 
doses.

China’s first Hualong One nuclear 
reactor begins operations

No income, 2,000 mouths to feed: 
Lockdown squeezes Greek zoo

Vaccine rollout faces challenges 
in France’s poorest region

BEIJING (AP): China Na-
tional Nuclear Corp. said 
its first nuclear power 
unit that uses Hualong 
One, a third-generation 
nuclear reactor, started 
commercial operations 
on Saturday.

The reactor, located 
in the city of Fuqing city 
in China’s southeastern 
Fujian province, was de-
signed to have a 60-year 
lifespan, with its core 
equipment domestically 

produced. Each unit of 
the Hualong No. 1 has a 
capacity of 1.161 million 
kilowatts and can meet 
the annual domestic 
electricity demand of 1 
million people in mod-
erately developed coun-
tries, according to China 
National Nuclear Corp, 
or CNNC.

“With Hualong 
One online, China is 
now at the forefront of 
third-generation nuclear 

technology in the world, 
alongside countries like 
the United States, France 
and Russia,” said CNNC 
President Yu Jianfeng.

Yu said the commer-
cial use of Hualong One 
will also reduce car-
bon emissions and help 
achieve China’s low-car-
bon goals such as carbon 
neutrality before 2060.

A second Hualong 
One unit is due to be 
completed later this year.

SAINT-DENIS, France 
(AP): Samia Dridi, who 
was born, raised and 
works as a nurse in 
Saint-Denis, fears for 
her impoverished town, 
recalling how the coro-
navirus cut an especial-
ly deadly path through 
the diverse area north of 
Paris, a burial place for 
French kings entombed 
in a majestic basilica.

Dridi and her sis-
ter accompanied their 
frail 92-year-old Algeri-
an-born mother to a vac-
cination center for the 
first of two shots to pro-
tect against COVID-19 
days after it opened last 
week for people over the 
age of 75.

While red tape, 
consent requirements 
and supply issues have 
slowed France’s vaccina-
tion rollout nationwide, 
the Seine-Saint-Denis 
region faces special chal-
lenges in warding off the 
virus, and getting people 
vaccinated when their 
turn comes.

It is the poorest re-
gion in mainland France 
and had the highest rise 
in mortality in the coun-
try last spring, largely 
due to COVID-19. Up to 
75 percent of the popu-
lation are immigrants or 
have immigrant roots, 
and its residents speak 
some 130 different lan-
guages. Health care is 
below par, with two to 
three times fewer hos-
pital beds than other 
regions and a higher 
rate of chronic illnesses. 
Many are essential work-
ers in supermarkets, 
public sanitation and 
health care.

The coronavirus was 
initially widely seen as 
the great equalizer, in-
fecting rich and poor. 
But studies have since 
shown that some peo-
ple are more vulnerable 
than others, notably the 

elderly, those with other 
long-term illnesses and 
the poor, often living on 
the edges of mainstream 
society, like immigrants 
who don’t speak French.

Dridi, 56, a nurse for 
more than three decades, 
feels relieved there is 
currently “no significant 
evolution” of the virus in 
her town. But she doesn’t 
forget what happened 
when the pandemic first 
hit. “We had entire fami-
lies with COVID,” she said. 
Many have multiple gen-
erations living together in 
small apartments, some-
thing experts say is an ag-
gravating factor common 
in the region.

Despite those grim 
memories, local officials 
grapple with special 
challenges getting out 
word about vaccines to a 
population where many 
don’t speak French, lack 
access to regular medical 
care and, like in much of 
France, distrust the vac-
cine’s safety.

Next month, a bus will 
travel through the region, 
notably visiting street 
markets, to provide vac-
cination information. In 
addition, about 40 “vacci-
nation ambassadors” who 
speak several languages 
are to be trained to reach 
out, starting in March, 
about vaccinations as well 
as “fake news” surround-
ing them. A case in point is 
Youssef Zaoui, 32, an Alge-
rian living in Saint-Denis.

“I heard the vaccina-
tion is very dangerous, 
more than the virus,” 
said Zaoui, sitting in the 
shadow of the basilica. 
His proof that he need 
not worry about the vi-
rus: the butcher down 
the road and the man 
selling cigarettes nearby. 
They were there at the 
beginning of March “and 
they’re still here. ... Me, 
I’m still here,” he said. Is 
there a chance the vac-

cine could turn the tide 
on the inequality reflect-
ed in death statistics for 
the region?

“Before the vaccine 
becomes a great equal-
izer, everyone must be 
vaccinated,” said Patrick 
Simon, who co-authored 
a study last June on the 
vulnerability of minori-
ties in Seine-Saint-Denis 
to COVID-19. But he said 
the challenges for mar-
ginalized communities 
to access health care con-
tinues, “so these inequal-
ities will also be repro-
duced for the vaccine.”

While the French 
health care system is 
meant to provide accessi-
ble medical treatment for 
all, the bureaucratic de-
mands and co-payments 
often scare away new 
immigrants or the very 
poor. Government health 
guidance doesn’t always 
reach those outside the 
system. As a nurse at a 
municipal health center, 
Dridi sees up front the 
poverty that translates 
into vulnerability to the 
coronavirus.

“I’m giving an injec-
tion, a shot, putting on a 
bandage ... and some say, 
‘I live in a car, I’m in the 
street,’” she said.

That misery was not 
apparent at the vaccina-
tion center where Dridi’s 
mother got her shot — 
among 17 opened across 
the region last week and 
where Saint-Denis’ more 
fortunate, who live in pri-
vate homes, were seen on 
a recent visit. Some made 
their way into the center 
on canes or held by an 
arm. One couple showed 
up on a scooter. All were 
eager to be vaccinated. 
They were among the lucky 
ones. Appointments were 
cut back after allotments 
of doses of the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech vaccine were di-
minished, like elsewhere in 
France and Europe. 

ATHENS, Greece (AP): It’s 
feeding time at Greece’s 
only zoo, and a capuchin 
monkey grabs as many 
mandarins as it can — 
even tucking one into his 
long, supple tail. It might 
be wise to stock up.

After being closed 
for almost three months 
due to COVID-19, the zoo 
on the fringes of Athens 
could be on the road to 
extinction: With no pay-
ing visitors or — unlike 
other European zoos 
— enough government 
aid to cover its very par-
ticular needs, the Attica 
Zoological Park faces 
huge bills to keep 2,000 
animals well-fed and 
healthy. “As things are 
... we still can go on for 
at least one month,” zoo 
founder and CEO Jean 
Jacques Lesueur said. “Af-
ter that, we don’t know.”

Unlike some busi-
nesses forced to tem-
porarily close due to vi-
rus-control restrictions, 
the zoo continues to 
have sizeable operating 
expenses. Between food, 
salaries, utilities, medical 
care and other expens-
es, the cost of caring for 
the animals currently 
exceeds 200,000 euros 
($243,000) per month.

“That’s the differ-
ence between us and 
other companies: When 
they close they close. We 
close, but we don’t close,” 
Lesueur told The Associ-
ated Press.

Founded in 2000 and 
located in the town of 
Spata, the zoo occupies 

20 hectares (50 acres) 
and is home to 290 spe-
cies, from elephants to 
prairie dogs. It’s involved 
in education, conserva-
tion and breeding, and 
belongs to the European 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquaria, which has about 
400 members.

Having to close again 
on Nov. 7 after Greece’s 
two-month spring lock-
down came at a bad time 
for Attica Zoological Park. 
The zoo normally oper-
ates year-round but does 
a lot of its business during 
cooler weather “because 
in Greece people go to the 
beaches, to the islands, 
they don’t visit zoos” in 
the summer, the French-
born Lesueur said.

Visitors account for 
more than 99% of its 
revenue, from tickets, 
food and beverages and 
gift shop sales. So every 
month’s revenue counts, 
and the loss of December, 
usually busy due to the 
Christmas holidays, was 

particularly heavy. So far, 
suppliers have shown 
understanding and are 
accepting credit. Two-
thirds of the zoo’s staff 
is on state-supported 
furlough, and an expect-
ed installment of state 
aid will take care of this 
month’s pay for the rest, 
the CEO said.

The zoo also has sold 
5,000 advance tickets at 
reduced prices for when 
the lockdown ends, and 
Lesueur says that helped 
pay December’s salaries.

Lockdown also af-
fects the zoo’s residents, 
accustomed as they are 
to crowds of humans. 
For nearly three months, 
they’ve only been seeing 
their keepers. So the ta-
bles were turned when an 
AP journalist visited last 
week: Several curious ani-
mals and birds came close 
for a good look.

“Animals miss visi-
tors, because it’s part of 
their life,” Lesueur said. 
“All the animals you see 

(here) are born in other 
zoos. So they are used to 
people.” Greece has reg-
istered about 150,000 
confirmed COVID-19 in-
fections so far and some 
5,800 deaths in the pan-
demic. After peaking 
above 3,300 in Novem-
ber, the number of new 
daily cases is holding in 
the triple digits.

Nevertheless, the 
greater Athens region re-
mains the country’s worst-
hit area and authorities said 
Friday they will reimpose 
tougher lockdown restric-
tions there after a January 
decline in infection rates 
was reversed this week. 
Overall, Lesueur says he’s 
optimistic that the zoo will 
get clearance to reopen in 
coming weeks.

“Except if the COVID 
(situation) gets worse. 
That’s another story,” 
he said. “Now if we are 
closed for another two 
months or three months, 
I really don’t know what 
is going to happen.”

WHO team 
visits 2nd 
Wuhan hospital 
in virus 
investigation
Wuhan, Jan 30 (AP): 
Members of a World 
Health Organization team 
investigating the origins of 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic visited another Wuhan 
hospital that had treated 
early COVID-19 patients 
on their second full day of 
work on Saturday. Jinyan-
tan Hospital was one of 
the city's first to deal with 
patients in early 2020 
suffering from a then-un-
known virus and is a key 
part of the epidemiologi-
cal history of the disease.

The team's first face-
to-face meetings with 
Chinese scientists took 
place on Friday, before 
the experts who spe-
cialize in animal health, 
virology, food safety and 
epidemiology visited 
another early site of the 
outbreak, the Hubei Inte-
grated Chinese and West-
ern Medicine Hospital.

The Geneva-based 
WHO said late Thursday on 
Twitter that its team plans 
to visit hospitals, markets 
like the Huanan Seafood 
Market that was linked to 
many of the first cases, the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology, 
and laboratories at facilities 
including the Wuhan Cen-
ter for Disease Control. All 
hypotheses are on the table as 
the team follows the science 
in their work to understand 
the origins of the COVID19 
virus, WHO tweeted. It said 
the team had already re-
quested detailed underlying 
data and planned to speak 
with early responders and 
some of the first patients.  
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BIRTHDAY GIRL! The Modern Family actress, Ariel Winter 
visits a hair salon before celebrating her 23rd birthday at home in Los 
Angeles.
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EtCETERA

DEAR READERS,
IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE 
GETTING YOUR COPY OF THE 
SUMMIT TIMES IN YOUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD, PLEASE 
MESSAGE OR WHATSAPP US 
YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 
AT 9832556698 AND WE 
WILL ENSURE THAT THE 
NEWSPAPER REACHES YOU.

Aries:
It's true that there are certain things in our lives 
that are predetermined—a part of the soul contract 
we signed prior to boarding the spaceship which 
brought us to the earthly realm. However, to think 
that we have zero power to change things around 
here would be an act of ignorance. Today, you are 
being asked to remember that you are a part of the 
Supreme Conscious. An extension of Source ener-
gy. So, tap into the power of free will and reinvent 
yourself in the way you feel inspired to. Remember, 
nothing can remain static in the outside world when 
our inner reality undergoes a transformation.
Tip: It's time to remember the Hermetic principle, 'As 
above, so below.
Taurus:
How do *you* feel about money, Taurus? Do you feel 
that you are being rewarded fairly for your efforts? Are 
you convinced there’s a growing imbalance between 
what you are giving and what you are receiving from 
the given organisation? Here's the thing, honey: no-
body is going to make that change for you unless you 
do it for yourself. So, show up for what you believe 
in and show up for it now. Ask for the raise. Demand 
for your paycheck. Command the respect you truly 
deserve. Remember, the power to change the script 
around has always been yours.
Tip: It’s time to change your relationship with money.
Gemini:

After a period of lull, things are beginning to pick up 
pace around here. It’s an action-packed weekend 
in the Gemini HQ, and you’re actively pursuing the 
projects you have put on hold. Remember, every-
thing starts with you. When you hit the accelerator 
button, the Universe will too. Some of you are be-
ing reminded that the behind-the-scenes games 
will only take you so far. So network like a pro and 
learn to (tastefully) toot your own horn. Learning to 
be your own PR rep will change the game for you 
permanently.
Tip: Things are beginning to pick up pace.
Cancer:
Food for thought, Cancer: Is love enough or do we 
need truth, honesty and integrity in order to sustain 
a relationship? You already know the answer to this 
one. So stop beating around the bush when you 
need to be direct. Stop walking on eggshells when 
you can tell it like it is. When you bring your most 
authentic self to the table, the dynamics you share 
will evolve with you.
Tip: It’s time to bring truth, honesty and integrity to 
the table.
Leo:
Here's the thing, Leo: you already know. You al-
ready know what's good for you and what's not. So, 
why are you walking on eggshells when you can 
simply tell it like it is? The cards want you to remem-
ber that nothing will free you like the truth. Self-care, 

the Aphrodite way, is also going to be a big theme 
for you this weekend. PS: Nothing reads zen-tastic 
quite like a bubble bath, a glass of vino (or kombu-
cha, if you prefer!) and your favourite self-help bible.
Tip: Honey, it’s time to tell it like it is!
Virgo:
Here’s the thing, Virgo: the Universe is not obliged to 
work in accordance with your timeline. In fact, nobody 
is. Don’t take this as a bad omen or some sort of pun-
ishment, though. The Universe is flawless in every 
way and has a master plan in place for you. So, follow 
the path of least resistance as you allow life to take you 
where you need to go. In due course of time, you will 
realise that the worst thing that happened to you is the 
best thing that could happen for you.
Tip: You are where you need to be. Stop pushing 
against the flow.
Libra:
Spending time with the little ones in your tribe is go-
ing to be a big theme around here. It's amazing all 
the things you can learn from them without even 
trying! Things to do today: make art. Make macra-
me. Make a mess, and laugh to your heart’s con-
tent. The process of letting go of your inhibitions will 
prove to be therapeutic on so many levels. PS: If 
you’re having a hard time getting through to one of 
your children, consider adding an element of ‘play’ 
to your equation.
Tip: Make a mess.

Scorpio:
Everything's coming up roses for you, Scorpio, 
especially on the home and family front. Domestic 
bliss is indicated for coupled Plutonians. Trust that 
this cosmic collaboration is helping you deepen 
your bond. Remembering that you both want the 
same things from a relationship will help you tide 
over the so-called troubles. Those who are involved 
in the family business will also find that this is an op-
portune time. Sow the seeds you’re being called to, 
and know that you will enjoy a magnificent harvest 
a few years down the line.
Tip: Everything's coming up roses, Scorpio.
Sagittarius:
Shortcuts will only take you so far—a Universal 
truth you’re well aware of. This year, you want to 
dedicate yourself to the hustle, work harder than 
you ever have, and go after the big dreams you’ve 
put on hold for some time now. You’ve got that big 
goals energy about you, which is making you sim-
ply irresistible! Remember, this journey you’ve un-
dertaken is yours and yours alone. So let go of the 
need to discuss with others or compare it with the 
trajectory of those around.
Tip: You’ve got that big goals energy about you.
Capricorn:
We couldn’t do everything on our own even if we 
wanted to. The good thing is, we don't have to. 
Capricorn, you are blessed with at least a handful of 

people who love you, care for you, and want to sup-
port you in the best way they can. So, allow yourself 
to reach for help and know they’ve got your back. 
As you do, keep in mind that nobody is perfect. Let-
ting go of your unrealistic expectations will help you 
work with the team, rather than against it.
Tip: Allow yourself to receive the help and support 
you need at this moment.
Aquarius:
If the cosmic cues are anything to go by, you may 
find yourself in a Vicky Cristina Barcelona situation. 
However, you may not always be a fan of the free-
love game, especially when there are feelings in-
volved. Word for the wise: Stop playing it cool and 
tell the other person exactly how you feel about the 
given connection. PS: There’s nothing wrong with 
monogamy or the desire to play by the rules.
Tip: You need to be honest about what you desire 
from this connectio
Pisces:
You can’t keep showing up as the background 
dancer when all you ever wanted was to channel 
your inner Lady Gaga. Playing it small has never 
been your style. Neither has settling for anything less 
than what you deserve. So, relinquish the cloak of 
invisibility you have been hiding under and go after 
your dreams with single-minded focus. Unless you 
put yourself out there, nobody can help you, Pisces.
Tip: Pursue your dreams with single-minded focus.

the BIG
PIC

Cicely Tyson, her memoir just 
out, was active to the end
NEW YORK (AP): Cicely Tyson was ac-
tive to the end, in the middle of promot-
ing her memoir “Just As I Am” when she 
died at age 96.

Published earlier this week, “Just As 
I Am” was No. 1 on Amazon.com with-
in hours of the groundbreaking actor’s 
death Thursday, displacing a 
bound edition of Amanda Gor-
man’s inauguration poem “The 
Hill We Climb.” One of Tyson’s 
final tweets was a tribute to the 
22-year-old poet.

“Your words remind us that 
we will rise, rebuild, reconcile 
and recover. Thank you for your 
words and light,” Tyson tweeted 
Wednesday.

Many media outlets this week 
had been celebrating Tyson and 
her memoir. “CBS This Morning” 
put online its week-old inter-
view with Tyson, in which she 
was asked what she wanted the 
world to remember about her. 
“I’ve done my best. That’s all,” she 
told Gayle King.

King was emotional Friday 
talking about Tyson. “I just can’t express 
my feelings today,” King said. Of the in-
terview, she added: “It takes on a totally 
different meaning. I’m now just analyz-
ing everything she said.”

In what producers said was her last 
TV interview, Tyson spoke to “Live With 
Kelly and Ryan” about her shy childhood 
and landing her Oscar-nominated role 
in “Sounders.” “I never really worked 

for money,” she explained. “I’ve worked 
because there were certain issues that I 
wish were addressed about myself and 
my race as a Black woman.”

Tyson’s book — broken into three 
sections, Planted, Rooted and Bounti-
ful — became a parting gift to fans and 

chronicles a woman who went from 
selling shopping bags on the streets 
of Harlem to being cheered by pres-
idents, winning Emmy and Tony 
awards and receiving the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom..

In the days before her death, Tyson 
was also a guest on The Bakari Sellers 
Podcast, where she talked about her act-
ing choices, injustices and her marriage 

to late jazz great Miles Davis. She told 
Sellers that she wrote the book because 
everyone knew the glittery and success-
ful version of herself but “no one knows 
Cicley Tyson, the person down here.”

In a People magazine story running 
this week, she said, “It’s very exciting 

to know that you are, hopefully, mak-
ing a roadway for someone else to fol-
low.” In an NPR interview, Tyson said 
she came to acting so that she “could 
speak through other people,” after be-
ing naturally drawn to observing other 
people as a shy child. Her advice? “Just 
stick with it. There’s always a reason 
why you keep going in the direction you 
chose to go in.”

Darshan Kumaar 
joins T-Series' R 
Madhavan-led 
suspense thriller
Mumbai, Jan 29 (PTI): Actor Darshan 
Kumaar has been roped in to star 
alongside R Madhavan in a suspense 
thriller film, to be produced by Bhu-
shan Kumar's T-Series.

The yet-to-be-titled film, directed 
by Kookie Gulati, also features actor 
Aparshakti Khurana.

Kumaar, known for his perfor-
mance in movies like "Mary Kom", 
"NH10" and "Sarbjit", said 2021 has 
begun on a high note for him.

"I'm super excited to be part of the 
film. It is always great when you get 
to work on a good script. But what 
makes the experience even more en-
riching is when you have great co-
stars, too.

"Madhavan is one of the best ac-
tors in our industry, who always de-
livers out-of-the-box performances. 
I'm also looking forward to working 
with Aparshakti Khurana, who is a 
wonderful actor, the actor said in 
a statement. The 34-year-old actor 
started shooting for the film recently.

The movie also marks singer Khu-
shali Kumar's acting debut.

Megan Fox Puts Those Machine Gun Kelly 
Engagement Rumors to Rest With Two Words

Rod Stewart reaches plea 
deal for Florida altercation

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP): Rock 
icon Rod Stewart and his son have 
reached a plea deal to settle misdemean-
or battery charges stemming from an al-
tercation with a security guard at a posh 
Florida hotel.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys 
announced Friday that Stewart and 
his son, Sean Stewart, would not be 
going to trial for the altercation at 
The Breakers Hotel in Palm Beach on 
New Year’s Day 2020, the South Flor-
ida SunSentinel r eported. Terms were 
not released.

Stewart, 76 and a member of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, is best known for 
such hits as “Maggie May” and “Tonight’s 
the Night.” The London-born singer was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 2016.

Security guard Jessie Dixon told po-
lice then that the now 76-year-old Stew-
art and his family were at the check-in 
table for a private party that they weren’t 
authorized to attend.

Dixon said the group became loud 
and began causing a scene. Dixon told in-

vestigators he put his hand on the young-
er Stewart’s chest and told him to back up 
and make space, the report said.

That’s when Sean Stewart, the rock 
star’s 40-year-old son, got “nose to nose” 
with Dixon.

Sean Stewart then shoved Dixon back-
wards. Rod Stewart punched Dixon in his 
“left rib cage area” with a closed fist, a po-
lice report said.

The police report said Sean Stewart 
told investigators he became agitated 
when they were not able to attend the 
event “due to Dixon’s interaction with 
him and his family.”

Palm Beach officer Stephen Mancino 
said he viewed security footage at the 
hotel and determined that the Stewarts 
were the “primary aggressors.”

Two Breakers employees who were 
working the private event told police 
they saw Sean Stewart push Dixon and 
Rod Stewart punch the guard.

Dixon signed an affidavit saying 
that he wanted to press charges against 
the Stewarts.

After Megan Fox was spotted wearing 
a massive ring on that finger, the star 

shared a closer look at the accessory on Ins-
tagram. Spoiler alert: It's by no means a dia-
mond. Megan Fox's message is coming in loud 
and clear. 

The Transformers star is not engaged to 
Machine Gun Kelly, at least not yet anyway. 
Long story short, paparazzi recently spot-
ted Megan rocking 
a massive ring on 
that finger, sparking 
a frenzy of specula-
tion that MGK had 
proposed. In light 
of the rumors, Me-
gan took to her In-
stagram Story on 
Friday, Jan. 29 to set 
the record straight. 
She shared a close-
up photo of the 
accessory, which, 
much to fans' disap-
pointment, is by no 
means a diamond 
engagement bauble. 

The chunky silver ring has "F--K YOU" 
plated across it, and for added measure, Me-
gan included an irritated emoji face. 

But just because wedding bells aren't in 
the couple's immediate future, there's no de-
nying Megan and her rocker beau are the real 
deal. In fact, it was love at first sight for Me-

gan and MGK after first meeting on set of Mid-
night in the Switchgrass nearly one year ago. 

"I looked into his eyes [and] I felt the most 
pristine, most gentle, most pure spirit," the 
actress recalled to Nylon in September. "My 
heart shattered immediately and I just knew 
that I was f--ked."

Megan, who is currently in the midst of di-
vorcing Beverly Hills, 90210 actor Brian Aus-

tin Green, will be on hand to support Machine 
Gun Kelly (née Colson Baker) as he makes his 
Saturday Night Live performance debut to-
morrow night. 

The artist is teaming up with host John 
Krasinski for the first SNL of the new year. 
Check out a teaser here. 


