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India Today finds Sikkim Best Performing Small 
State in Education, Most Improved in Governance

New Delhi, 22 Nov (IPR): 
The Education Depart-
ment was today con-
ferred with two awards 
in New Delhi by the 
India Today Group. Sik-
kim received the Best 
Performing State in the 
Small States category in 
Education and the Most 
Improved Small State in 
Governance in the Small 
States category.

Education Minister 
Kunga Nima Lepcha and 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, GP Upadhyaya, re-
ceived the awards at the 
India Today Conclave 
2019 which had Union 
Minister Prakash Javade-
karas chief guest.

These awards are con-
ferred on Sikkim on the 
basis of several surveys 
carried out by the India 
Today Group in Sikkim. 

Innovative and best 

practices of Sikkim in the 
Education Sector like dust-
bin-free schools in which 
students carry their own 
garbage bags and collect 
all the garbage to take back 

from the school and dis-
pose at designated areas. 

Concepts of pocket 
money-free schools have 
helped students avoid 
buying junk food and eat 

freshly cooked healthy 
meals at school. Swa-
chh Bharat for a healthy 
mind and clean environ-
ment and textbooks for 
primary classes with em-

bedded Sustainable De-
velopment Goals of the 
UNESCO-MGIEP, 20% of 
the State budget invested 
on education, commu-
nity participation and 

collaboration with the 
PRIs, introduction of KG 
Classes in pre-primary 
education, adoption of 
the schools by the Chief 
Minister, Ministers and 

eminent persons for all 
round development, or-
ganic farming and school 
kitchen gardens for veg-
etables in midday meals 
have been quoted as some 
of the prominent factors 
contributing to Sikkim re-
ceiving these awards.

Sikkim is followed by 
Mizoram and Goa in the 
Best Performing State in 
the Small States catego-
ry in Education Sector 
while Goa and Arunachal 
Pradesh followed Sikkim 
in Most Improved Small 
State in Governance in 
the Small States category.

In the evening, the Ed-
ucation Minister partici-
pated in a panel discussion 
and deliberated on several 
policies of the State Govern-
ment leading to such prog-
ress in education, health, 
tourism and other sectors 
including governance.

PNGS team off to intl robotics competition

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

A three-member Ro-
botics team of Paljor 

Namgyal Girls’ School is 
all set to represent India 
at the upcoming Inter-
national Robotics Com-
petition, the Biggest 
Robotex Festival on the 
Planet, to be held in Tal-
linn, Estonia in Europe 

from 29 November to 01 
December. 

The team of Prerna 
Pradhan, Sristika Shar-
ma and Bath Sheba Lep-
cha of Class XII Science 
of PNGS, accompanied 
by their coach/ mentor, 
Ivan Dorjee Lepcha, left 
today for Delhi.

A press release in-
forms that the team was 

given a warm send off 
with best wishes by the 
Principal, teachers and 
the students of PNGS 
during the morning as-
sembly. 

It is added that they 
will have a courtesy 
meeting with digni-
taries of NITI Aayog in 
New Delhi on 23 No-
vember.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF PNG SCHOOL IN SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY.

•	 1st	Position	in	Robotex	India	2019,	Ahmedabad.
•	 2nd	Position	in	Robotex	Asia	2019,	Shanghai,	China.
•	 Six	1st	position	finishes	in	State	Level	Sci-

ence Seminar (2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 
2010, 2015, 2017).

•	 Four	 times	2nd	position	 in	NCSM	National	
Science Seminar (2005, 2007, 2009, 2010).

•	 Three	times	1st	position	in	State	Level	Sci-
ence Exhibition (2002, 2009, 2015).

•	 Best	Team	Project	in	Eastern	India	Science	
Fair, BITM, Kolkata (2009).

•	 Three	times,	State	Best	Project	Eastern	In-
dia Science Fair.

•	 North-East	 2nd	 Best	 project	 in	 INSPIRE	
National Exhibition, New Delhi National Top 
25, National Children’s Science Congress, 
Nagaland, 2009 Category Special Award, In-
tel-IRIS National Fair,, 2010 (Mumbai).

•	 Top	 5	 innovations	 of	 India	 International	
Science Festival, 2018, Lucknow TED talk 
by a PNG Student at UNICEF Talks for Chil-
dren, 2018, Delhi.

•	 2017,	2018	and	2019	ATL	School	of	the	month,	
annual competition of Atal Innovation Mission.

•	 Top	100	Innovations	ATL	Tinkering	Mara-
thon (2017-18).

•	 1st	Position	in	IIT	Guwahati	Tech	Fest	Ro-
botics Competition, 2018.

•	 1st	 and	 2nd	 Position	 in	 Tech	 Fest	 of	 IIT	
Kharagpur, 2018. 

Kashmir shuts down: Shops, 
business establishments closed 

for third consecutive day

Sikkim U-23 Men defeat Arunachal Pradesh
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

Sikkim Under-23 Men’s team 
won their last match of the 

league round of Men’s Under 
23 One Day Trophy 2019–20 
in Odisha. Sikkim defeated 
Arunachal Pradesh by 6 wickets 
in the match held today, a press 
release informs. 

The match was played in 
KIIT Cricket Stadium, Bhubane-
shwar.	 This	 is	 the	 first	 tourna-
ment that is hosted by Sikkim 
this cricketing season.

Arunachal Pradesh won the 
toss	and	chose	to	bat	first.	In	the	
first	 innings,	 they	 scored	 197	
runs in 47.5 overs losing all the 
wickets. Parth Palawat from Sik-
kim took 4 wickets and Dinesh 
Kumar Dhobi, Chandra Baha-
dur Chettri, Mohammad Saptula 
took 1 wicket each. Arunachal 
had a good start giving the open-
ing partnership of 82 runs, but a 
brilliant	fielding	and	run-out	by	
Dinesh cease the partnership 

followed by effective bowling by 
Parth. He took 4 wickets in this 
match giving only 35 runs in 10 
overs at an economy rate of 3.50 
per over.

Sikkim had the target of 198 
runs to be achieved in 50 overs 
at a run rate of 3.96 per over. 
They scored 200 runs in 37.1 
overs losing 4 wickets. Harit 
Chauhan and Mohammad Shah-

baz Anwar both scored 62 runs. 
Harit remained not-out 

along with Parth Palawat who 
scored 29 runs. Aamir Iqbal 
Bhutia gave a decent start to the 
team scoring 23 runs off 37 balls 
along with Avinash Rajak (10 
runs), leading the team to win. 

Sikkim played total 9 match-
es in the league round of Plate 
Group with Assam, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Bihar, Chandigarh, 
Puducherry, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, out 
of which they won 3 matches 
against Manipur, Meghalaya and 
Arunachal Pradesh earning 12 
Point(s) in the Group. 

The team will be preparing 
for the upcoming Col CK Nayudu 
Trophy (Multi-Day) which will 
be starting from 11 Dec, 2019.

Srinagar, Nov 22 (PTI): 
Most shops and other 
business establishments 
in Kashmir were closed 
on Friday, the third con-
secutive day of a Val-
ley-wide shutdown fol-
lowing a brief semblance 
of normalcy.

On Wednesday, post-
ers warning shopkeep-
ers against opening 
their shutters as well as 
public transport opera-
tors appeared at sever-
al places in the city and 
elsewhere in the Valley, 
officials	said.

This ended the sense 
of the last few weeks that 
life was getting back to 
normal.

Main markets in the 
city and most other areas 
in the Valley were shut 
and shops did not open 
even for a few hours in 
the morning as they had 
been doing for the last 
few weeks.

Public transport was 
also largely off the roads 
and there were fewer pri-
vate vehicles than usual, 
officials	 said.	 However,	
some auto-rickshaws 
and inter-district cabs 
were plying.

Jamia Masjid, the 
grand mosque of Kash-
mir, was closed for 
prayers for the 16th con-

secutive Friday -- ever 
since August 5 when the 
Centre announced the 
revoking of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status 
under Article 370 and 
its bifurcation into two 
union territories.

Authorities fear 
that vested interests 
might exploit large 
gatherings at the grand 
mosque to fuel pro-
tests, officials said.

Pre-paid mobile 
phones and all internet 
services continued to 
remain suspended since 
August 5.

Most top level and 
second rung separatist 
politicians are in pre-
ventive custody while 
mainstream leaders, 
including two former 
chief ministers, Omar 
Abdullah and Mehboo-
ba Mufti, have been ei-
ther detained or placed 
under house arrest.

The government has 
detained former chief 
minister and sitting Lok 
Sabha MP from Srinagar 
Farooq Abdullah under 
the controversial Public 
Safety act, a law enacted 
by his father and Nation-
al Conference founder 
Sheikh Mohammad Ab-
dullah in 1978 when he 
was the chief minister.

Mobile units 
to help 
Noida street 
children in 
education
Noida (UP), Nov 22 (PTI): 
Street children in Noida 
and Greater Noida will 
now get special classes, 
including in spoken En-
glish and skill develop-
ment, through mobile 
education units under 
a new initiative to keep 
them away from anti-so-
cial activities.

The initiative “Nanhe 
Parinde” is a joint effort 
of the Noida Police and 
the HCL Foundation, a 
memorandum of under-
standing for which was 
signed here on Friday.

As	part	of	 the	 first	of	
its kind initiative in Ut-
tar Pradesh, the program 
will connect over 1,500 
children	 living	 in	 diffi-
cult circumstances with 
education, digital liter-
acy, spoken English and 
sports over three years 
in Gautam Buddh Nagar, 
an	official	statement	said.

“Five mobile education 
units have been especially 
furbished and set up to en-
sure safe spaces for children 
to get academic support 
(Math and Science), art les-
sons, digital literacy, English 
language skills, coaching in 
sports, wherever possible, 
such as Football, Volleyball, 
Athletics, Boxing, Kabaddi 
and indoor games,” it said. 
“This initiative is also ex-
pected to reduce the rate 
of school dropout and ju-
venile crime rates in the 
community by conducting 
bridge education activities, 
coaching and after-school 
support classes under the 
supervision of local police 
officers	 and	 NGO	 staff	 on	
a regular basis,” the state-
ment added.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police, Gautam 
Buddh Nagar, Vaibhav 
Krishna said the focus is 
at providing learning and 
nutrition to “street chil-
dren” in a bid to give them 
quality lives and keep 
them away from crime 
and anti-social activities.

“In this initiative HCL 
Foundation will start the 
mobile units and send 
them to particular loca-
tions where street chil-
dren are generally pres-
ent to impart them learn-
ing/education/meals/
other necessary support 
to keep them engaged, 
develop their skills/self 
esteem so that they could 
have a better quality of life 
and could be kept away 
from crime,” Krishna said.

The police depart-
ment will appoint the 
local police inspector to 
support and monitor each 
club, initiate legal prose-
cution against any person, 
group or body causing 
harm to the mobile vehi-
cles/community centres/
land owned by the state 
government and main-
tain the mobile vehicles/
community centres/land 
owned by the state gov-
ernment after the expiry 
of the MoU period, ac-
cording to the statement. 
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CLASSIFIEDS
GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully	furnished	3BHK	flat	available	for	rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five	minutes	walking	distance	from	MG	Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

Each Friday Field Day team visits Luing Perbing GPU
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

As per the directions of the 
Chief Minister, a team head-

ed by the District Collector, East 
and comprising of Panchayat 
members of the GPU, ADC/East, 
ADC (Dev) Gangtok, BDO/Ran-
ka, CDPO Gangtok (Rural Proj-
ect)	and	other	officials	of	var-
ious line departments visited 
Luing Perbing Gram Panchayat 
Unit today.

During the field visit, the 
District Collector, East gave 
the following decisions and 
directions:

1. The team visited Lu-
ing Sr Sec School which has 
strength of 240 students and 
was upgraded in the year 
2017 as a Sr Sec School.

The Principal of the school 
informed the DC/E regarding 
the land dispute for footpath 
from Luing Road. SMC sub-
mitted a petition regarding 
this issue and the ADC/E was 
directed to conduct a hearing 
and submit a report.

2. Pending registration of 
land measuring 100ftx35ft 
where an abandoned building 
is situated. AD/Education Ranka 
was directed to submit all rele-
vant documents and process the 
registration of the said land.

3. The performance of Class 
VII students was assessed and 
was found to be satisfactory. 
The DC/E directed the Princi-
pal to conduct remedial classes 
in the last period for improve-
ment of the students whose 
performance was found below 
average.

The performance of stu-
dents of Class X in Mathematics 
was found to be unsatisfactory 
and the notebooks of the stu-
dents were not checked by the 
concerned teacher. The Princi-
pal was directed to issue no-
tice to the concerned teacher 
for the lapse. It was suggested 

that remedial classes be held 
for below average students 
of Primary, Secondary and Sr. 
Secondary classes separately. 

4. Students of Class XII had 
requested for grant of assis-
tance for an Educational Tour 
to West Sikkim. The DC/E 
sanctioned Rs. 10,000 for the 
purpose and directed the stu-
dents to submit a tour report 
after completion of the tour.

5. The DC/E sanctioned the 
repair, plastering and beauti-
fication	 of	 the	 Mid-day	 Meal	
kitchen and also the repair of 
the toilet. JE/Ranka BAC was 
directed to submit an estimate 
for the works. Further, the 
Principal	was	directed	 to	affix	
a board mentioning the menu 
in the kitchen. 

6. A dry wall measuring 
about 20 ft. behind the school 
building was sanctioned by 
the DC/E. JE/Ranka BAC was 
directed to submit an estimate 
for the work.

7. The School Management 

Committee was directed to en-
sure the completion of the Jho-
ra work near the new building. 
ADC/E was directed to write 
to the Engineering Cell, Edu-
cation Department to expedite 
the completion.

8.  The team visited the Lu-
ing Primary Health Sub-Centre 
(PHSC). The DC/E sanctioned 
the amount for the repair and 
beautification	 of	 the	 PHSC.	 JE/
Ranka BAC was directed to sub-
mit an estimate. The Panchayat 
President assured to provide a 
water	filter	for	the	PHSC.

9. The team visited the 
Gram Prashasan Kendra of 
32-Luing-Perbing GPU and 
DC/E inspected the records 
pertaining to MGNREGA and 
found them to be satisfactory.

The Panchayat President 
informed the DC/E regarding 
the construction of truss above 
the GPK building sanctioned 
under the 14th Finance Com-
mission and stated that the 
fund	 was	 insufficient	 for	 con-

struction of a community hall. 
BDO/Ranka was directed to 
put up a proposal through the 
Gram Sabha for the construc-
tion of a Community Hall above 
the GPK building under the Rajiv 
Gandhi Seva Kendra. ADC/Dev 
(Gangtok) was directed to expe-
dite the approval from the Rural 
Development Department. 

10. Luing Veterinary Dis-
pensary which is functioning 
in rented premises was also 
inspected by the team. 

11. BDO/Ranka was direct-
ed to take up the construction 
of the footpath in Middle Lu-
ing to ICDS centre and further 
down to the partially complet-
ed footpath near Ranka-Luing 
PWD road under MGNREGA 
and expedite its completion. 

12. The DC/E sanctioned 
the	repair	of	foundation,	floor-
ing, ceiling, toilet, septic tank 
and	beautification	 of	 the	Mid-
dle Luing ICDS Centre. JE/Ran-
ka BAC was directed to submit 
an estimate for the works.

13. The repair of a dam-
aged bridge at Kharkagaon, 
Lower Luing was sanctioned 
by the DC/E under NC. 

14. The II phase of the road 
from Lower Burtuk via Low-
er Luing till Thamidara was 
found incomplete. ADC/E was 
directed to write to the Roads 
& Bridges Department regard-
ing the road. 

15. The team inspected the 
Lower Luing Primary School 
which had a strength of 39 stu-
dents. The DC/E sanctioned 
the repair of the Dining Hall 
and construction of a protec-
tive wall below the hall. Fixing 
of railing in front of Class I & II, 
repair of the dry wall behind 
the Mid-day Meal kitchen and 
repair of the foundation of the 
kitchen were also sanctioned 
by the DC/E. JE/Ranka BAC 
was directed to submit an esti-
mate for the works.

16. The DC/E sanctioned the 
development of the playground 
of the school, fencing and con-
struction of a protective wall 
near the ground. JE/Ranka BAC 
was directed to submit an esti-
mate for the works.

17. The Principal of the 
school was directed to carry 
out	 the	 beautification	 of	 the	
school by the SMC. 

18. The team inspected the 
Lower Luing ICDS Centre. The 
DC/E sanctioned the repair of 
the	 flooring,	 kitchen	 platform	
and construction of railing in 
the centre. JE/Ranka BAC was 
directed to submit an estimate 
for the works.

19. Panchayat members 
of Ranka and Rey-Mendu GPU 
submitted an application for 
repair of water supply tank. 
Rs 2,00,000/- has been sanc-
tioned for the repair of the tank 
under NC in convergence with 
MGNREGS. BDO/Ranka was 
directed to take up the work of 
repair of the water tank.

KVK East and ICAR organize Field Day on Rice 
Gangtok, 22 Nov (PIB): 
A “Field Day on Rice” in-
cluding crop cutting ex-
periment was organized 
at Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
East Sikkim, Ranipool jointly 
by ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Research Institute, 
Tadong  and KVK East Sikkim 
on 20 Nov, 2019. A group of 
50 farmers from different lo-
cations of East Sikkim partic-
ipated in the field day. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, chief guest of the 
program Joint Director, 
ICAR-NOFRI, Dr RK Avasthe, 
highlighted the importance 
of quality seed in agriculture 
and urged the farmers to 
undertake potential organic 
production technologies de-
veloped by the institute. 

He mentioned that 
although agriculture in 
hills is a challenging task 
but there is ample scope 
to make organic farming 
remunerative adopting 
high production technol-
ogies citing various suc-
cess stories. He stressed 
on the need to adopt high 
yielding varieties of rice 
suitable for organic con-
ditions to raise state’s rice 
productivity.

Deputy Director, Agri-
culture (East) cum Depu-
ty Project Director, ATMA 
(East), Rachna Gurung, 
who was present as the 
guest of honor, appre-
ciated the support and 
cooperation provided by 
ICAR in carrying out var-
ious	 field	 activities.	 She	
thanked ICAR for con-
ducting various capacity 
building programs for the 
farmers and working in 
coordination with State 
Agriculture Department 
for the betterment of 
farming community.

Programme Coordina-
tor (i/c), KVK East Sikkim, 
Ranipool, Dr PK Pathak, 
briefed about various 
activities carried out by 

KVK	 at	 farmers’	 field.	 He	
mentioned that in spite of 
shortage of technical man-
power, KVK East Sikkim is 
doing its best to reach out 
to farmers for dissemina-
tion of new technologies.

Coordinating the pro-
gram, Scientist (Plant 
Breeding), Dr Chandan 
Kapoor earlier welcomed 
the guests and highlighted 
the	 relevance	 of	 field	 day	
on rice. He mentioned that 
seed production activities 
and on-farm demonstra-
tions have been undertaken 
under Seed Project of ICAR 
(IISS, Mau) under NEH 
component for capacity 
building of farmers, provid-
ing quality seeds along with 
inputs for quality organic 
seed production.

During	 field	 visit,	
farmers were demon-
strated various rice trials 
undertaken at KVK fol-
lowed by demonstration 
of rice variety RCPL-412. 
The crop cutting results 
of RCPL-412 showed seed 
yield of 5440 kg/ha. 

Dr Chandan Kapoor 
while	 briefing	 about	 the	
variety informed that the 
variety originally bred at 
ICAR Research Complex 
for NEH Region, Barapani, 
Meghalaya was evaluat-
ed for three years (2012-
2014) at ICAR-NOFRI in 
RCRT (Research Complex 
Regional Trials) and also 
in All India Coordinated 
Rice Improvement Pro-
gramme (AICRIP) trials. 

The variety is suitable 
for both upland and irri-

gated conditions of Sikkim 
for timely sown condi-
tions up to an altitude of 
1300 masl. Various as-
pects of seed production 
in rice were demonstrated 
to farmers like Organic 
Seed Production in rice, 
demonstration of rice va-
riety RCPL-412 and agro-
nomic practices for high-
er seed production by Dr 
Chandan Kapoor, Scientist 
(Plant Breeding), Dr Janak 
Singh, SMS (Plant Breed-
ing) and Dr Manoj Kumar, 
SMS (Agronomy), KVK 
East, Sikkim.

Dr Janak Singh men-
tioned that this variety has 
also been grown at farm-
ers’	field	and	has	been	ac-
cepted by the farmers due 
to its high yield and grain 
quality. He mentioned 
that this variety has been 
grown by farmers in place 
of Attey (local cultivar) 
due to its tall height, long 
bold grains, disease re-
sistance and non-lodging 
which results in high yield.

The program was 
coordinated by Scien-
tist (Plant Breeding), Dr 
Chandan Kapoor, SMS 
(Plant Breeding), Dr Janak 
Singh, SMS (Agronomy), 
Dr Manoj Kumar and 
SMS Animal Science cum 
PC(i/c), Dr PK Pathak un-
der the leadership of Joint 
Director, Dr RK Avasthe, 
ICAR-NOFRI.  Dr Janak 
Singh proposed vote of 
thanks and Mr Shantanu 
Das, Tirtha Chettri and 
Bina Tamang assisted in 
organizing the program.

Kabi Lungtsok MLA 
chairs meeting with 

HoDs and Panchayats 

Wangchuk Bhutia
Mangan, 22 Nov:

A coordination meet-
ing with Heads of De-

partments and the Pan-
chayats of Kabi Lungtsok 
constituency was held 
at Community hall Ling-
chom, North Sikkim on 
21 Nov. The meeting was 
chaired by Forest Minis-
ter and area MLA, Kar-
ma Loday Bhutia in the 
presence of Adhakshya 
North, Namday Lepcha, 
DC North, Chief Engineer 
RMDD, Tenzing T Kaleon, 
SDM Kabi, Lamta Bhutia, 
BDOs Mangan, Prem Gu-
rung, Kabi, Panchayats, 
and	officials	from	line	de-
partments. 

The Panchyat Pres-
ident of Kabi Lungtsok 
Constituency placed the 
demand to the different 
departments pertaining 
to drinking water sup-
ply which is a problem 
in each and every GPU of 
the constituency.

The SKM CLC pres-
ident, Sangay Sherpa 
requested for resurvey 
of One Family One Job 
scheme at Kabi Lungtsok 
constituency and also 
urged that the contract 
work of roads should be 
distributed among all 
contractors of the con-
stituency. 

Chewang Narbu Lep-
cha also highlighted the 
shortage of drinking wa-
ter supply at Phensong 
Secondary School and re-
quested for new connec-
tion of drinking water.

The DC North, in 
his speech, directed the 
concerned JEs and AEs 
of Power department to 
check the leakage of cur-
rent from the transmis-
sion line as complaints 

are being received from 
the public in some areas.  

The DC further urged 
the	 officials	 of	 line	 De-
partments to be regular 
in their duty and not to 
harass the people. He 
also said that if some-
one is going on leave he 
or she should give the 
charge to other staff so 
that the public works are 
not affected. 

Adhakshya North 
said that such coordina-
tion meeting is very im-
portant among the pub-
lic, Panchayats and offi-
cials with the area MLA. 
He extended gratitude 
to the area MLA for his 
cooperation and dedi-
cation for the people of 
Kabi Lungtsok. 

The area MLA stat-
ed that he is working 
for the upliftment of the 
people of Kabi Lungtsok 
constituency. He also an-
nounced the develop-
ment of Bakcha, Seven 
Sister Falls and Kabi 
Loop and further high-
lighted the alternative 
of Chandmari road 
which has developed 
several cracks.  

“My	first	priority	will	
be the improvement of 
North Sikkim highway,” 
he stated.  

He also assured the 
carpeting of Bakcha Labi 
road upto the Gumpa. 
The MLA also said that 
the previous JFMC com-
mittee body should be 
dissolved and new com-
mittee be formed in each 
and every GPU.

He further directed 
the concerned Pancha-
yat President to ensure 
that the Kyong Lasha 
GPUs are brought under 
Kabi BAC.

Sisney JHS celebrates annual day

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

Sisney Government Ju-
nior High School cele-

brated its annual day at 
the school premises at 
Sisney under Zoom-Sal-
ghari constituency in 
West Sikkim, a press re-
lease informs. 

Area MLA, Sunita Ga-
jmer was present as the 
chief guest accompanied 
by Ward Councillor, Pa-
bitra Rai, Purnima Prad-
han (Councillor), Soreng 
(AEO), RK Sharma, Ghu-

mauney School (HM), 
Puspa Chettri, Member 
of SMC, teachers, parents, 
ex-student and students.

While addressing the 
chief guest, Ms Gajmer 
thanked the organizing 
committee for inviting 
her as the chief guest. 
She informed that the 
SKM Government’s top 
priority is education.

School books and uni-
forms will be provided 
on time and demands 
of the school will be ful-
filled	soon,	she	added.

The special attraction 
of the day was a cultural 
program, poem recita-
tion, rhymes, felicitation, 
fashion	 show,	 cock	 fight,	
needle race, passing the 
ball and many more.

The organizing 
committee felicitat-
ed School Land Donor, 
Rudra Bdr Rai and Go-
bind Lohagan (HM).

Later, the chief 
guest, Ms Gajmer dis-
tributed the trophies 
and certificates to all 
the participants.
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ADVERTISEMENT
Job Opening for Company Secretary

ABOUT COMPANY
Sikkim IFFCCO Organics Limited is a joint venture between Government of Sikkim and 
Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperation Limited (IFFCO), the largest multi-state Coop-
erative society representing farmer’s cooperatives of India. The Company is working 
towards establishing organic value chain across Sikkim, covering from supply of Or-
ganic Agri-Inputs to the processing and marketing of Organics produce. The company 
is making single largest investment in Organic Produce.
We are expanding our team and looking for a Company Secretary for its New Delhi 
Office.
Role/Responsibilities
Responsible for all company secretarial matters for the Sikkim IFFCO Organics Limited 
(Sikkim IFFCO) and associates, including:

•	 Ensure compliances of the provisions of the Secretarial Standards, Compa-
nies Act and rules made there under as well as any other applicable statues 
and by-laws of the Company, RBI, FEMA and allied laws as applicable from 
time to time on Sikkim IFFCO and its associates based on business require-
ments as well as statutory requirements.

•	 Ensure Secretarial Compliance for Organizing Board, General and Commit-
tee meetings, drafting of resolutions, Preparation of notices, Agendas, Min-
utes, etc., in relation to company meetings, and related coordination with 
Board of Directors and their delegates as well as other employees being part 
of or supporting the cause.

•	 Preparation of Directors Report, Annual return, Notices etc.
•	 Maintaining the company’s statutory books and records, including directors 

register. Members register, share register etc. as required under the Compa-
ny Law as updated and maintained as per applicable laws.

Experience Requirements. 
•	 Prior experience of working in start-ups is preferable.
•	 Excellent communication Skills (Verbal as well as Written).
•	 Ability to understand, present and convey financial information to non-financial staff.
•	 High degree of adaptability to varied working environments and good inter-

personal and teamwork skills.
•	 Attention to detail and accuracy and a great bend of mind to understand nu-

ances in laws and rules and their interlink ages.
•	 Ability to use various software (e.g. Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point etc) 

and experience of working on accounting software (preferably ERP’s).
•	 Ability to tactfully communicate with various levels of the organization to 

request or provide information.
•	 Ability to work well with others as well as to work independently.

Minimum Required Qualifications
•	 Member of the Institute of Company Secretaries of India with 04-05 years 

solid experience in company secretarial matters.
•	 Chartered Accountant (CA) or legal degree in law will be an advantages.
Candidates can email their resume latest by 26th November 2019 to info@sikkim-
iffco.onmicrosoft.com.	The	interviews	will	be	held	at	registered	office	of	Sikkim	
IFFCO Organics Limited at New Delhi on Saturday, 30th November 2019.

Sd/-
Chief	Operating	Officer

Sikkim IFFCO Organics Ltd.

SIKKIM IFFCO ORGANICS LTD
IFFCO Sadan, C-1,

District Centre, Saket Place\New Delhi – 110017

RO.No. 266/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 22.11.19 

Governor attends 50th 
Governor’s Conference

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

Governor, Ganga 
Prasad today attend-

ed the 50th Governor’s 
Conference at Rashtrapa-
ti Bhavan alongside Gov-
ernors and Lt Governors 
from all the States and 
Union Territories, a press 
release informs.

The three-day con-
ference started today 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan 

with special session 
on Union Territories 
followed by Informal 
meetings of the Gover-
nors and Lt Governors 
at GDR, Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. The meeting 
was followed by High 
Tea hosted by The Pres-
ident and the First Lady 
at East Lawn.

Later in the day, 
the Vice President also 
hosted High Tea at Vice 

President’s Secretariat 
for Governors and the Lt 
Governors.

The day also had a 
special meeting of Prin-
cipal Secretaries to the 
respective Governors 
with the Secretary to 
the President of India 
wherein the best prac-
tices and innovations fol-
lowed at all Rajbhavans 
were presented, deliber-
ated and exchanged.

Mazzaroth and Shiloh Church in 
quarters of Sikkim United Cup 

Sensitization on Mental Health for Govt employees
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

As part of an ongoing 
programme, the Sik-

kim State Legal Services 
Authority (SSLSA) under 
the directions of Justice, 
Meenakshi Madan Rai, 
Judge, High Court of Sik-
kim and Executive Chair-
person, SSLSA in collabo-
ration with Sikkim Chap-
ter of the Indian Psychi-
atry Society, organized a 
Sensitization Programme 
on Positive Mental Health 
Programme for the Em-
ployees of Energy and 
Power Department at the 
Sikkim Judicial Academy, 
Sokeythang, East Sikkim 
on 22 Nov.

A press release in-
forms, the Sensitization 
Programme was in con-
sonance with Justice 
Rai’s prime concern with 
regard to mental health 
issues arising out of work 
stress and other factors 
which are being faced by 
employees, and for im-
parting sensitization and 

awareness amongst vari-
ous State Government De-
partment’s	 Officers/Offi-
cials regarding issues per-
taining to mental health.

The Resource Per-
sons for the programme 
were Consultant Neu-
ro-Psychiatrist, Dr CL 
Pradhan who deliberat-
ed on the topic Mental 
Health while Clinical Psy-
chologist, Health & Fam-
ily Welfare Department, 
Nancy Palmu Chankapa, 
deliberated on the top-
ic Healthy Life Style and 
Stress Management. 

The Session was fol-
lowed by interaction 
between participants 

and Resource Persons 
who put forth queries 
on various mental health 
matters which were re-
sponded to by the Re-
source Persons.    

In his welcome ad-
dress, Member Secretary, 
SSLSA, Sonam Palden 
Bhutia, informed the au-
gust gathering about how 
Sikkim is grappling with 
issues of mental health in-
cluding simple stress, de-
pression and anxiety and 
how the SSLSA is mak-
ing an effort to generate 
awareness on this issue 
which ails society at large.  

He also informed that 
this is the third such pro-

gramme that the SSLSA 
has conducted for the 
employees of various De-
partments, programmes 
having been earlier con-
ducted for employees of 
the Police Department 
and the Human Resourc-
es Department.

The programme was 
conducted by Coordina-
tor-cum-Office	 Super-
intendent, Kunga Nima 
Barphungpa and the 
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Under Secre-
tary, SSLSA, Praveen 
Pradhan while Special 
Secretary, Matilda Isaa-
cs and staff of the SSLSA 
were also present.

SAFETY DRILL: A	fire	safety	mock	drill	as	held	at	the	District	Hospital,	Singtam,	today	
led by SFO BB Chettri. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Nov:

Mazzaroth and Shiloh Church 
[Lower Martam] have reached 

the	 quarter-final	 round	 of	 the	 ongo-
ing Sikkim United Cup 2019 here at 
Paljor Stadium.

In	 a	 pre-quarter	 final	 match	
played on Friday afternoon, Maz-
zaroth registered a convincing 4–1 
victory over HPC-Darjeeling with 
Santosh Pun of HPC Darjeeling feted 

as the Man of the Match. Next, Shiloh 
Church outplayed United Christian 
2–0	to	enter	the	quarter-final	round.	
Pawan Tamang of Shiloh Church was 
adjudged the Man of the Match.

On Saturday, a friendly match 
will be played between Pastors XI 
and Elders & Deacon XI at 1.00pm, 
which will be followed by another 
pre-quarter final match between 
Gitang Dagbari of West Sikkim and 
EPCS Sang at 2:30pm.

Pink fever grips 
Eden Gardens 
as India 
embrace Day/
Night Tests
TAPAN MOHANTA
Kolkata, Nov 22 (PTI): 
It was a party in pink at 
the ‘City of Joy’ as In-
dia began its tryst with 
Day/Night Tests in front 
of political bigwigs, gal-
axy of sports stars and 
a sell-out crowd, which 
ensured that Sourav Gan-
guly’s promise of a spec-
tacle lived up to its hype.

Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee rang the Eden Gardens 
Bell ahead of the toss here 
on Friday but it was the 
famously enthusiastic 
Kolkata fans, who gave 
the match its character. 
After being reluctant for 
four	 years,	 India	 finally	
embraced the Day/Night 
format for Test cricket, fol-
lowing a strong push from 
new BCCI President Gan-
guly and Kolkata proved to 
be the perfect host.

Four days of the game 
are already sold out. Tick-
ets are also reportedly up 
for sale in black market 
at	 five	 times	 their	 orig-
inal prices, which start 
from Rs 150. Spectators, 
a lot of them clad in pink, 
thronged the iconic stadi-
um, making for the kind 
of carnival-like atmo-
sphere that is now seen 
mostly in T20 games.

The last memory of 
such overwhelming re-
sponse to a Test was the 
epic 2001 game that In-
dia played against Aus-
tralia and won by 171 
runs following-on at the 
same ground. At the BC 
Roy Clubhouse, it was a 
pink carpet welcome for 
the invited dignitaries, 
which included the two 
greats of Indian sport -- 
cricket icon Sachin Ten-
dulkar and Olympic hero 
Abhinav Bindra -- among 
a host of others.

From the 50-odd 
groundsmen in pink-co-
loured clothing to a giant 
pink balloon hovering 
over the Eden sky, it was a 
carnival-like atmosphere 
that greeted anyone who 
cared to walk in to the 
Eden Gardens. The chief 
guests -- Hasina and Ba-
nerjee -- entered the sta-
dium	 five	 minutes	 before	
toss, escorted by Cricket 
Association of Bengal sec-
retary Avishek Dalmiya.

A police band wel-
comed Hasina and Ba-
nerjee as the duo greeted 
the two teams. Toss was 
done with a ceremonial 
silver coin followed by 
the national anthem, af-
ter the CAB had to cancel 
its plan of a paratrooper 
flying	on	to	the	ground	to	
deliver the pink ball.

Hasina and Banerjee, 
along with the likes of 
Tendulkar, spoke to both 
the teams’ players. Also 
present were some for-
mer Bangladesh players, 
who played in their coun-
try’s	first	Test.	The	players	
present from the neigh-
bouring country includ-
ed	 their	 first	 Test	 captain	
Naimur Rahman, Moham-
med Mahmudul Hasan, 
Maharab Hossain, Mo-
hammed Hasibul Hussain, 
Shahriar Hossain Biddut, 
Kazi Habibul Bashar and 
Mohammed Akram Khan.

Former Indian crick-
eters in attendance in-
cluded Sadagopan Ra-
mesh, Saba Karim, Sunil 
Joshi, Ajit Agarkar, Ven-
katesh Prasad, Kapil Dev, 
Dilip Vengsarkar, Mo-
hammed Azharuddin, K 
Srikkanth, Farokh Engi-
neer and Chandu Borde. 
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Crime & Abetment
Sexual abuse of minors cannot be 

allowed to remain a minor issue

Turkey’s child rape laws which seek to pardon 
such rapists if they “agree” to marry their vic-

tims had justifiably shocked the world. There was 
unanimous condemnation of the proposed law 
which will not only allow child rapists to walk 
away scot-free, but will also condemn the victims 
into lifelong sexual slavery. There is no way, save in 
some demented corner of the head and even more 
depraved corners of the world which sees some sort 
of ‘justice’ in securing a solemnized family for the 
victim, that such a move can be defended. And un-
less you have been living unplugged from the world, 
there is no way you would not have heard of this 
move or not had an opinion on it. 

The policy makers in Turkey are clearly messed 
up in the head, but even in this monstrous new 
(proposed) law, there is at least a provision to reg-
ister cases of sexual offences against minors. How 
do you think we measure up against what is clearly 
the nadir of child protection responses? Unfortu-
nately, not too well, because past experience sug-
gests that out here, in most cases, criminal charges 
are not even drawn up against the perpetrators in 
many cases. 

Children fall prey to sexual abuse mostly at 
home or at school, the two places where adults can 
be among minors without raising any suspicion. 
These are two spaces which children are led to be-
lieve are safe for them because we, the responsible 
elders, are around to keep watch. But what use is 
this watch, if, whenever a child is violated, we either 
look away or fail to do enough?  When was the last 
time we heard of a family member being charged 
under the Prevention of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act? And even the media, where there is no 
escaping from such reports, there has been only 
one instance when a grandfather was so charged, 
and that too only after the Court became privy to 
the incident through another case. The standard 
response in the family even when children “report” 
the matter is advice to the child to “avoid” that “un-
cle”. Sometimes, that relative might get ostracized, 
but never charged for what is now a cognizable of-
fence. This is akin to punishing dereliction of duty 
with a transfer, only much, much worse. Because 
the crime has not only not been punished, but not 
even recognized or exposed, the predator is allowed 
to roam free and continue to molest and rape more 
children. The situation in schools is not much differ-
ent. Some teachers have been charged under POCSO 
Act, but follow-up has been poor. The public prose-
cution system has rarely invoked much confidence, 
but when it allows such cases to be compromised, 
they also attract disgust.  And then there is the de-
partmental action which tends to remain stuck in 
precedence and bureaucratese, not realizing that 
there is rarely precedence for such cases and not 
being brave enough to realize that the demands for 
evidence are not as strict for departmental action as 
they might be for courts. So, compulsory retirement 
is not action stringent enough. It has to be termina-
tion from service.

The reason this piece opened with the Turkey 
reference, even though that episode is a bit dat-
ed, was because the intent was to make us squirm, 
make us uncomfortable and drive home the crimi-
nal neglect we are guilty of. For those who continue 
to believe that sexual assault should necessarily in-
volve penetration, and feeling no shame in suggest-
ing that molestation is not as “serious” as “rape”, 
one needs to only point out that when it comes to 
five to eight year old victims, there can be no de-
grees of assault, all violations of their bodies, their 
emotions and their trust are equally traumatic for 
them. Oh, and by the way, the POCSO Act also rec-
ognizes even “touching with sexual intent” as sexu-
al assault attracting between three to five years of 
imprisonment on conviction. It becomes “Aggravat-
ed Sexual Assault” when the perpetrator is part of 
the management or staff of a school. This carries a 
minimum imprisonment of five years. As for school 
managements or department officials who try to 
brush these incidents under the carpet or dodge re-
sponsibility by not reporting the crime, apart from 
failing in their moral responsibility towards minors, 
they are also legally within the ambit of “abetment” 
under the provisions of the POCSO Act. As per the 
Act, anyone who “intentionally aids, by any act or il-
legal omission, the act (of sexual abuse of a minor)” 
can be charged with abetment. Willful concealment 
of relevant facts and material evidence clearly at-
tracts charges of abetment and even failure to re-
port the crime by the in-charge of the school where 
the offence has taken place, attracts punishment of 
upto one year behind bars. 

The law is clear on what constitutes sexual abuse 
of minors and could not be any clearer on what 
needs to be done by whom. Why is it then that we 
continue to fail the minors by not doing even what 
is prescribed to secure them some level of justice?

Broken trust: How Iraqis lost their faith in 
Washington, long before the Kurds did

Nature versus nurture: how modern science is rewriting it
KEVIN MITCHELL & UTA FRITH
theconversation.com

The question of whether it is genes 
or environment that largely 

shapes human behaviour has been 
debated for centuries. During the 
second half of the 20th century, there 
were two camps of scientists – each 
believing that nature or nurture, re-
spectively, was exclusively at play.

This view is becoming increasing-
ly rare, as research is demonstrating 
that genes and environment are actu-
ally interconnected and can amplify 
one another. During an event at Ber-
lin Science Week on November 7, or-
ganised by the Royal Society, we dis-
cussed how the debate is changing as 
a	result	of	recent	findings.

Take literacy. Making language 
visible is one of the most extraordi-
nary achievements of human beings. 
Reading and writing is fundamental 
to our ability to thrive in the modern 
world,	 yet	 some	 individuals	 find	 it	
difficult	 to	 learn.	 This	 difficulty	 can	
arise for many reasons, including 
dyslexia, a neuro-developmental dis-
order. But it turns out neither genes 
nor environment are fully responsi-
ble for differences in reading ability.
GENETICS AND THE NEUROSCI-
ENCE OF READING

Reading is a cultural invention 
and not a skill or function that was 
ever subject to natural selection. 
Written alphabets originated around 
the Mediterranean about 3,000 
years ago, but literacy only became 
widespread from the 20th century. 
Our use of the alphabet, however, is 
grounded in nature. Literacy hijacks 
evolved brain circuitry to link visible 
language to audible language – by let-
ter-sound mapping.

Brain scans show that this “read-
ing network” is apparent in pretty 

much the same place in the brain in 
everybody. It forms when we learn 
to read and strengthens connections 
between our brain’s language and 
speech regions, as well as a region 
that has become known as the “visual 
word form area”. 

The design for building the un-
derlying circuitry is somehow en-
coded in our genomes. That is, the 
human genome encodes a set of de-
velopmental rules that, when played 
out, will give rise to the network.

However, there is always varia-
tion in the genome and this leads to 
variation in the way these circuits de-
velop and function. This means there 
are individual differences in ability. 
Indeed, variation in reading ability is 
substantially heritable across the gen-
eral population, and developmental 
dyslexia is also largely genetic in origin.

This is not to say that there are 
“genes for reading”. Instead, there are 
genetic variations that affect how the 
brain	develops	in	ways	that	influence	
how it functions. For unknown rea-
sons, some such variants negatively 
affect the circuits required for speak-
ing and reading.
ENVIRONMENT MATTERS TOO

But genes are not the whole story. 
Let’s not forget that experience and ac-
tive instruction are needed for the chang-
es in brain connectivity that enable read-
ing	to	occur	in	the	first	place	–	though	we	
don’t yet know to what extent.

Research has shown that most of-
ten problems with literacy are likely 
underpinned	 by	 a	 difficulty	 in	 pho-
nology – the ability to segment and 
manipulate the sounds of speech. It 
turns out that people with dyslexia 
also tend to struggle with learning 
how to speak when infants. Experi-
ments have shown that they are slow-
er than other people to name objects. 
This also applies to written symbols 

and relating them to speech sounds.
And here nurture comes in again. 

Difficulties	 in	 learning	 to	 read	 and	
write are particularly visible in lan-
guages with complex grammar and 
spelling rules, such as English. But they 
are far less obvious in languages with 
more straightforward spelling systems, 
such as Italian. Tests of phonology and 
object naming, however, can detect 
dyslexia in Italian speakers too.

So the difference that is found in 
dyslexic brains is likely the same ev-
erywhere, but will nevertheless play 
out very differently in different writ-
ing systems.
AMPLIFICATION AND CYCLES

Nature and nurture are tradition-
ally set in opposition to each other. 
But in truth, the effects of environ-
ment and experience often tend to 
amplify our innate predispositions. 
The reason is that those innate pre-
dispositions affect how we subjec-
tively experience and respond to var-
ious events, and also how we choose 
our experiences and environments. 
For example, if you are naturally good 
at something you are more likely to 
want to practice it.

This dynamic is especially evi-
dent for reading. Children with great-
er reading ability are more likely 
to want to read. This will of course 
further increase their reading skills, 
making the experience more reward-
ing. For children with lower natural 
reading ability, the opposite tends 
to happen – they will choose to read 
less, and will fall farther behind their 
peers over time.

These cycles also offer a window 
of intervention. As we have seen in 
the case of Italian readers, nurture 
can mitigate the effects of an adverse 
genetic predisposition. Similarly, 
a good teacher who knows how to 
make practice rewarding can help 

poor readers by allowing short cuts 
and mnemonics for spelling. In this 
way, dyslexic readers can become 
good readers – and enjoy it. Reward 
and practice enhance each other, 
leading to more motivation and more 
practice in a positive feedback loop.

So instead of thinking of nature 
and nurture as adversaries in a zero 
sum game, we should think of them 
as feedback loops where a positive 
influence	of	one	factor	 increases	the	
positive	influence	of	the	other	–	pro-
ducing not a sum but an enhance-
ment. Of course, the same applies to 
negative feedback, and so we have 
both virtuous and vicious circles.

Because inheritance (genetic as 
well as cultural) matters, this effect is 
also visible on a larger scale spanning 
several generations. In the past, par-
ents who sent their children to school 
created an advantageous environ-
ment for them and their grandchil-
dren.	But	in	turn,	the	parents	benefit-
ed from the existence of a culture that 
invested in schools. Of course, such 
investments are not always spread 
evenly	 and	 may	 flow	more	 towards	
those already in an advantageous 
position. Such a circle is sometimes 
referred to as the “Matthew effect” 
– good things come to those who al-
ready have them.

The interactive loops between 
nature and nurture extend beyond 
the lives of individuals, playing out 
across communities and over gen-
erations. Recognising these dynam-
ics gives us some power to break 
these feedback loops, both in our 
own lives and more widely in society 
and culture.

[Kevin Mitchell is Associate 
Professor of Genetics and 

Neuroscience, Trinity College Dublin; 
Uta Frith is Professor Emeritus of 

Cognitive Development, UCL]

MIECZYSŁAW P. BODUSZYŃSKI
theconversation.com

In all the hand-wringing that critics and commen-
tators have done since President Donald Trump 

announced the withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
northern Syria, one of the common refrains em-
phasizes the breach of trust between Washington 
and its Kurdish militia partners.

Some scholars of international relations put 
little	stock	in	trust.	Countries	are	selfish,	after	all.

Others see trust in impersonal terms, embed-
ded in the rules, norms, institutions and alliances 
that bind countries to each other.

It turns out, though, that trust does matter in 
international relations. And in the Middle East, 
trust is often seen in personal terms.

For the American personnel who worked, ate and 
lived with the Syrian Kurds, trust-building was also 
a deeply personal experience. Trust underpinned the 
crucial intelligence cooperation between the U.S. and 
its Kurdish partners. That cooperation helped plan 
and execute the raid that led to the capture killing of 
Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

As one former American special operator has 
written, “Trust is a powerful commodity that has 
saved	 many	 lives	 in	 shadowy	 battlefields	 across	
the Middle East. But it takes a long time to build 
and can be gone in an instant.”

By contrast, mistrust, even if it is based on per-
ception alone, can linger for decades, thwarting 
Washington’s foreign policy goals.
DEFEATING THE ISLAMIC STATE

I observed the long-term consequences of bro-
ken trust next door to Syria, in Iraq.

I served as a U.S. diplomat in the southern Iraqi 
city of Basrah during 2015 and 2016, the height 
of the war against the Islamic State group, also 
known as IS.

At the time, after years of sectarian strife, dis-
honest governments and their broken promises, 
Iraqis seemed united around the common purpose 
of defeating IS. The corrupt and sectarian regime 
of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki had been ousted. 
And the U.S. was leading an international coalition 
to	 help	 the	 Iraqi	 government	 in	 the	 fight	 against	
IS, providing hundreds of millions of dollars in hu-
manitarian assistance.

You might think that a war that the U.S. was 
fighting	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 Iraqi	 people,	 a	war	 that	
was truly an existential one for the majority Iraqi 
Shia, would have produced at least some goodwill 
toward the United States.

Instead, when I arrived in Basrah in 2015, I dis-
covered that many Iraqis, including the majority 
Shia Muslim population among whom I lived, be-
lieved that the United States was somehow in ca-
hoots with the Islamic State. 
MISTRUST FOR DECADES

The Middle East is rife with conspiracy the-
ories. But this one was particularly jarring given 
that the United States was then engaged in a costly 
and very public effort to defeat the Islamic State, a 

terrorist group which declared the Shia apostates 
and said they must be killed.

Over time, I began to understand the roots of 
these attitudes. Disinformation and propaganda, 
especially from Iran, fueled them to some extent.

But there were deeper issues at play.
“The United States defeated Saddam’s armies in 

a matter of weeks,” incredulous Iraqis I met would 
say to me. “So how is it that you can’t defeat a rag-
tag army of jihadists in two years?”

Iranian disinformation campaigns blaming the 
U.S. for the Islamic State were effective because of 
a deep gulf of mistrust between the U.S. and Iraqis, 
which led to widespread cynicism among ordinary 
Iraqis about U.S. motives.

The origins of this mistrust go back decades, 
from tacit U.S. support for Saddam Hussein in the 
1980s, when Washington turned a blind eye to the dic-
tatorship’s atrocities against Iraqi 
Kurds. The lack of trust helps ex-
plain why the U.S. had such a hard 
time stabilizing Iraq after 2003, de-
spite toppling a feared despot and 
despite investing billions of dollars 
in the country.
ROOTS IN BETRAYAL

Iraqi Shia are the largest 
Muslim sect in the country, but 
have less political power than 
Sunni Muslims. The Shia in 
particular have painful mem-
ories of an event that they see 
as a massive breach of trust be-
tween them and the U.S.

In 1991, encouraged by 
then-President George H.W. 
Bush, the Shia rose up against 
Saddam, only to be abandoned by the U.S.

Tens of thousands of Iraqi Shia were slaugh-
tered. I visited a memorial to the victims of Sadd-
am’s suppression of the uprising, where I saw a 
leaflet	displayed	that	was	dropped	by	U.S.	and	coa-
lition aircraft calling on Iraqi soldiers and civilians 
to	“fill	the	streets	and	alleys	and	bring	down	Sadd-
am Hussein and his aides.”

“We thought this meant that the Americans 
would help us,” my guide at the museum told me.

Many Iraqis I met also recalled the devastating 
1990s sanctions on their country that were champi-
oned by the United States. Others talked of Washing-
ton’s failure to stabilize the country after 2003. Then 
there was the perception that the Obama administra-
tion came late to the war against the Islamic State.

Other Iraqis I met – young ones – told me of 
their resentment at U.S. support for a political class 
in Baghdad that is seen as deeply corrupt. Some 
of them are no doubt protesting in the streets and 
squares of Iraqi cities today.

I attended lots of meetings with Iraqi Sunni 
tribal leaders in the south. They saw the Obama 
administration’s 2011 withdrawal of U.S. troops 
and general disengagement from Iraq as a betrayal 
of trust. They saw it as handing over Iraq to Iranian 

influence,	which	they	fear.	Ultimately,	Iraqis	did	not	
see the U.S. as a credible, consistent or committed 
partner. Some turned to Iran for assistance, while 
turning against the United States. Perhaps it is no 
surprise that polls taken at the time I worked in 
Basrah showed that Iraqis saw Iran and Russia as 
more favorable security partners.
CAN’T ESCAPE THE PAST

Iraq is by no means a perfect analogy for the 
shattered trust between Washington and its Syrian 
Kurdish allies. Yet the the Iraqi experience shows 
that distrust of the United States has deep roots in 
past U.S. actions.

In Syria, too, the U.S. has left a legacy of mistrust 
since 2011, from Obama’s failure to follow through 
on his call for Assad to step down, to his failure to 
impose meaningful costs on the Syrian regime for 
its use of chemical weapons. Trump’s withdrawal 

is just one episode in a longer story.
Despite breaches of trust, Iraqis continued to 

need U.S. support. But that need paired with a lack 
of	trust	makes	things	difficult	for	American	diplo-
mats in Iraq. For me, it was often overwhelming to 
be at the receiving end of the immense disappoint-
ment, frustration and more rarely, hope, that the 
Iraqis have in the United States.

The Syrian Kurds, like the Iraqis, will still need 
the United States and continue to work with Wash-
ington. But the breach of trust will complicate co-
operation, as it did in Iraq.

Not everything that Iraqis blame the United 
States for is fair. And it would be impossible for 
even the best-crafted U.S. policies to satisfy all of 
Iraq’s diverse people.

At times I tried to remind my unfailingly hospita-
ble Iraqi interlocutors, especially those in the govern-
ment, to be a bit more introspective about their own 
failings and responsibility for Iraq’s post-Saddam ills. 
I tried to remind them that the United States invested 
a lot in Iraq, with limited results.

In the end, the credibility of the message was 
undercut by a lack of trust in the messenger.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of Politics, Po-
mona College]
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Arunachal plans to set up disaster relief centre
Itanagar, Nov 22 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
government has asked 
the state police depart-
ment to prepare a plan 
and work out modalities 
for setting up a disaster 
relief	centre	here,	an	offi-
cial said on Friday.

The state government 
has 25 acres of land at 
Hollongi, where a base of 
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) has 
already been developed 
and the proposed centre 
could be built in the area, 
Chief Secretary Naresh 
Kumar suggested.

The department 
could emulate the model 
of the (proposed) cen-
tre with all necessary 
equipment and adequate 
manpower from other 
successful states for es-
tablishing it for quick re-
sponse during disasters, 
Kumar said at the inau-
guration	of	a	 fire	station	
and a yoga centre here.

He said the state falls 
under the seismic zone 
V and asked forces to be 
prepared for any even-
tuality. We must explore 

possibilities of integrat-
ed approach by all the 
disaster response forces 
in the state during emer-
gency, Kumar said.

He	 assured	 fire	 bri-
gade	officials	to	complete	
all the ongoing projects 
in a time-bound manner.

Director General of 
Police R P Upadhyaya 
lauded Arunachal 
Pradesh Police Hous-
ing Corporation Ltd for 
completing the Rs eight 

crore fire station with 
space for parking eight 
fire tenders.

Under the police 
modernisation scheme, 
the state government 
had sanctioned Rs 24 
crore	 for	 three	 such	 fire	
stations at Itanagar, Na-
harlagun and Pasighat, 
he said.

About 80 per cent of 
construction works of 
the	 Naharlagun	 fire	 sta-
tion and 70 per cent of 

the Pasighat station have 
been completed, Upad-
hyaya said.

The DGP said that the 
state presently has 23 
fire	 stations	 and	 out	 of	
which, two are not func-
tioning at Longding and 
Hawai due to ongoing 
construction works.

We have submitted 
proposals to the govern-
ment for setting up of 34 
new	 fire	 stations	 in	 the	
state, he said, adding that 

the	 fire	 services	 depart-
ment presently has only 
351 personnel and 61 
fire	 tenders	 along	 with	
21 quick response vans.

Coverage	 of	 fire	 ser-
vices in the state is limit-
ed	due	to	difficult	terrain	
for which we are focusing 
on creating mass aware-
ness through education 
on how to take preven-
tive measures to avoid 
fire	 incidents,	 the	 police	
chief added.

Bengal Guv calls for dialogue over para-
teachers’ stir, TMC MP denies death

CU introduces 
third gender 
option in 
admisison 
forms
Kolkata, Nov 22 (PTI): 
The University of Calcut-
ta has included the Third 
Gender option in its ad-
mission forms from the 
next academic session, 
Vice-Chancellor Sonali 
Chakraborty Banerjee 
said on Friday.

Along with male and 
female, the admission 
forms for post-gradu-
ate and under-graduate 
courses in the university 
will now have the option 
of Third Gender, Baner-
jee told PTI.

The decision to in-
clude the option was tak-
en after a notice by the 
University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) called for 
the inclusion of Trans-
gender as Third Gender 
in various scholarships 
and fellowships, she said.

“As per the judgement 
of the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court of India, Transgen-
der will be included as a 
third gender under the 
various scholarships/
fellowship schemes of 
UGC,” the notice said.

Responding to the de-
mand of the present time, 
the university felt that 
there should not be any 
discrimination in higher 
education facilities on 
the basis of someone’s 
sex, Chakraborty said.

Till now, candidates 
had to tick in a box to de-
note the applicant’s sex 
- male or female - while 
filling	 up	 the	 admission	
form of the university.

Legends relive glorious Eden Gardens moments
Kolkata, Nov 22 (PTI): Indian 
cricket legends including Sachin 
Tendulkar and Anil Kumble on 
Friday revisited their glorious on-
field	 moments	 at	 the	 Eden	 Gar-
dens, the venue for the country’s 
first	ever	day-night	Test.

In a special programme during 
the lunch break on the opening day 
of the India-Bangladesh pink-ball 
Tests, Tendulkar, Kumble, Harbha-
jan Singh and VVS Laxman relived 
some of the iconic moments at the 
famous venue here, including the 
1993	Hero	 Cup	 final	 versus	West	
Indies and the 2001 Test versus 
Australia. All of them thanked their 
captain and BCCI president Sourav 
Ganguly for bringing them together. 
Ganguly, too, was supposed to be 
part of the 40-minute discussion on 
Star Sports but could not make it as 
he was understandably caught up 
with administrative issues.

“We have not had a chance to 
sit like this since our playing days. 
It is a special day and there could 
not have been a better venue for 
this historic game,” said Kumble, 
whose sensational spell of six 
for 12 helped India to a famous 
win over West Indies. The Kolk-
ata crowd is probably the most 

passionate in the country and 
they showed all their love for 
Tendulkar by chanting ‘Sachin 
Sachin’, taking the master blaster 
back to his playing days.

While Laxman and Rahul Drav-
id produced a match-winning 376-
run stand after India followed on 
against Australia, Harabhajan and 
Tendulkar came up with stellar 
bowling performances. Harbhajan 
even took a hat-trick in his match 
haul of 13 wickets.

“The game changed so quickly 
because of that hat-trick. The way 
we won the game ushered in a new 
phase for the Indian team. Bhajji 
was sensational, got Ricky Ponting 
out so many times and Laxman and 
Dravid partnership did wonders 
for	 the	confidence	of	 the	dressing	
room,” said Tendulkar.

The electric atmosphere at the 
Eden Gardens reminded Harbha-
jan of his playing days.

“The atmosphere here takes 
me back to 15 years ago. Test 
cricket was different back then. 
It is a special feeling and I feel so 
much love every time I come here. 
Hats off to Ganguly for doing this. 
Even if I play under 100 captains, 
he will always be my captain,” said 

the champion off-spinner.
Tendulkar had heard good 

things about Harbhajan from the 
local	officials	during	a	game	in	Mo-
hali and, subsequently, asked for 
the spinner to bowl to him in the 
India nets. Harbhajan, a teenager 
then, was in awe of Tendulkar.

“The	first	time	I	met	Bhajji	was	
in Mohali. The people there were 
talking about him, ‘he is a good 
spinner who bowls a good doosra’,” 
said Tendulkar.

Talking about the pink-ball 
Test, Laxman and Tendulkar pre-
dicted more help for the seamers 
in the evening session. Bangla-
desh struggled to 73 for six at 
lunch on day one before being all 
out for 106.

Pacer Ishant Sharma picked up 
five	 wickets,	 while	 Umesh	 Yadav	
snapped three. There were two 
wickets for Mohammed Shami.

“Earlier on there was not much 
for the pacers, the ball was not 
swinging much but as the lacquer 
went off the ball, there was swing 
and off the pitch movement which 
gives less time to the batsman to 
adjust to. I feel, the lateral move-
ment will increase in the evening,” 
said Tendulkar.

Kolkata, Nov 22 (PTI): 
With	 the	 indefinite	 fast	
by para-teachers in West 
Bengal to press for a hike 
in their salaries enter-
ing its eighth day on Fri-
day, Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar appealed to all 
sides concerned to initi-
ate a dialogue for resolv-
ing the issue.

Over 1,000 pa-
ra-teachers, who are 
contractual teachers in 
government-run schools, 
are on a sit-in since No-
vember 11.

At least 37 of the pro-
testing teachers are on 
an	 indefinite	 fast	 from	
November 15 and about 
10 of them have fallen 
sick, the organisation 
which is spearheading 
the para- teachers’ move-
ment said.

“@MamataOfficial.	 I	
appeal (to) all sides for 
dialogue at the highest 
level as over 1000 pa-
ra-teachers are on a sit-in 
since November 11 and 
37 of them are on an in-
definite	fast	from	Friday,”	
he tweeted.

Referring to the death 
of para-teacher Revati 
Raut in West Midnapore 
district, Dhankhar tweet-
ed, “Reported death of 

Revati Raut, in West Mid-
napore and illness of oth-
ers worrisome.” Raut, a 
middle-aged para-teach-
er who had taken part in 
the demonstration by pa-
ra-teachers here for sev-
eral days, died at her res-
idence at Debra in West 
Midnapore on Thursday, 
Bhagirath Ghosh, co-con-
venor of the ‘Para-Teach-
er Oikyo Manch’ which is 
spearheading the move-
ment, said.

TMC Lok Sabha party 
leader Sudip Bandopad-
hyay denied that a pa-
ra-teacher has died and 
claimed it as “a false pro-
paganda by BJP”.

“It is a false propagan-
da by BJP to malign our 
state government. Not a 
single para-teacher has 
died. The state govern-
ment has taken care of 
their needs and demands. 
The BJP is only trying to 

score political brownie 
points,” Bandopadhyay 
said. BJP national gener-
al secretary and Bengal 
minder Kailash Vijayvargi-
ya said the authoritarian 
Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment is so arraogant that 
it has failed to listen to the 
pleas of the para-teachers.

“A para-teacher has 
died, thousands of pa-
ra-teachers are on strike. 
But the Mamata Banerjee 
government is complete-
ly silent on the issue. 
Shame on it,” Vijayvargi-
ya said. Meanwhile, Lok 
Sabha witnessed heat-
ed arguments between 
treasury and opposition 
benches on Friday when 
ruling BJP MPs from West 
Bengal raised the issue of 
the strike by para-teach-
ers in the state. As soon 
as BJP MP Locket Chat-
terjee started speaking 
on the issue, TMC mem-

bers rushed towards the 
well of the House and 
said she was misguiding 
it. Ghosh said there has 
been no word from the 
state government about 
ways to address their 
demands for hike in sal-
ary and pay parity with 
Group D employees.

Para-teachers at 
primary schools and 
high schools are paid 
a monthly salary of Rs 
10,000 and Rs 13,000 re-
spectively, which should 
be raised to Rs 22,000-
25,000, he added. State 
Education Minister Par-
tha Chatterjee had earli-
er said the para-teach-
ers should come for talks 
with the government.

Police had resorted 
to lathi-charge on agi-
tating para-teachers at 
Kalyani in Nadia district 
in August injuring sev-
eral of them. 

2 lynched in West Bengal over suspicion of cattle theft

4-day Northeast festival in 
Varanasi from tomorrow

Coochbehar (WB), Nov 
22 (PTI): Two persons 
have been lynched over 
suspicion of cattle theft 
in Coochbehar district 
and 14 persons have 
been arrested for their 
alleged involvement in 
the incident, police said.

It took place on 
Thursday in Mathaban-
ga area when Rabiul 
Islam and Prakash Das 

were ferrying two cows 
in a van.

According to police, 
a mob stopped the van 
and recovered the cows, 
which it claimed were 
stolen from the area a 
few days ago and were 
being taken to cattle 
smugglers.

After questioning 
the duo about their 
whereabouts, the mob 

beat them and set the 
van on fire.

The police admitted 
them to a hospital where 
they succumbed to their 
injuries, the police said.

The West Bengal 
Assembly had recently 
passed the West Bengal 
(Prevention of Lynch-
ing) Bill, 2019, which is 
waiting for the gover-
nor’s assent.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 
A four-day festival show-
casing art, culture, 
cuisine, handicrafts 
and handlooms of the 
northeastern region 
will be held for the first 
time in Varanasi.

Union minister Jiten-
dra Singh said the ‘Des-
tination North East’ fes-
tival, which will begin in 
the temple town of Uttar 
Pradesh on Saturday, will 
exhibit the striking simi-
larities between the Gan-
ga and Brahmaputra ba-
sins in terms of ancient 
culture, diverse hand-
looms and silk products, 
spiritual heritage and vi-
brant tourist hubs.

“The idea of organ-
ising such an event is to 
bring the rest of India 
closer to the Northeast 
and to have experience 
of rich culture of the re-
gion,” Singh told report-
ers in New Delhi.

The Union minis-
ter for development of 
the northeastern region 
(DoNER) said all-round 
progress of the North-
east was the priority of 
the central government 
ever since Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi took 
charge	 five	 years	 ago.	

Varanasi is the Lok Sabha 
constituency of Modi.

All eight Northeast-
ern states will partici-
pate the event, to be held 
at the IIT (BHU) ground, 
to display their handi-
crafts, handloom, organ-
ic products and cultural 
troupes.

During the festival, the 
visitors will have live expe-
rience of the artisans and 
artistes from the Northeast 
working on their looms 
and crafts, performing their 
songs and dances in the 
open stage.

Indigenous games 
will also be performed 
where visitors can also 
participate. Live kitch-
ens with recipes from 
the Northeast and Uttar 
Pradesh will be serving 
delicacies throughout 
the festival, organised by 
the Ministry of DoNER.

According to Singh, 
music is the soul of the 
Northeast and the fes-
tival will have mega-
stars from the regions 
as well as other parts 
of the country lending 
their voices and talents 
to the events.

Renowned band ‘Shil-
long Chamber Choir’, 
singers Papon, Sourab-

hee Debbarma, Borkung 
Hrangkhawl and Rekha 
Bhardwaj are some of the 
lending voices who are 
likely to perform, while 
several actors from Bol-
lywood is also expected 
to attend it.

Given the importance 
of the Northeast vis-a-vis 
organic products, food 
processing, tourism, wa-
ter development and 
seminars will be held 
every morning during 
the festival with partic-
ipation of experts in the 
respective	fields.

The minister said a 
separate bamboo pavil-
ion would be part of the 
‘Destination North East’ 
festival.

Singh, who will in-
augurate the festival, 
informed that a busi-
ness-to-business session 
had also been scheduled 
on one of the days for the 
business communities to 
explore opportunities in 
the northeastern states.

The DoNER minister 
launched the theme song 
of the festival here on 
Thursday.

The previous editions 
of ‘Destination North 
East’ were held in Delhi 
and Chandigarh.
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Twinkly José Mourinho gives hint of 
things to come at beefed-up Spurs 

BARNEY RONAY
theGuardian
“I cannot come to this club and 
think it is about myself.” Perish the 
thought, old bean. And indeed, lol. 
Over the years José Mourinho’s Pre-
mier League unveilings have tend-
ed to arrive expressly branded, like 
a high-end fairytale dwarf troupe. 
The pre-Tottenham years brought us 
Special, Happy and – looking back – 
Incredibly Angry. And now we have 
this. Welcome to Tottenham Hotspur, 
the	Selfless	One.

One day on from his appointment 
and	 two	 days	 before	 his	 first	 game	
Mourinho was duly announced to 
the world at the Tottenham training 
centre.	As	ever	he	spoke	with	fluency	
and a well-rehearsed charm.

It was a performance that con-
tained its usual mix of jokes, barbs 
and chutzpah-laden spin. Not to 
mention the odd coded glimpse 
through the bars of what may be 
about to happen next. And even a 
sense – whisper it – that this may not 
be the outright quivering disaster so 
many have foreseen.

The TV branding had billed the 
day as “MOURINHO’S BACK”, with 
a cut-out of a huge, vampirically-lit 
Mourinho looming over a much 
smaller Tottenham logo. In the 
event he was something much 
more unnerving. From his open-
ing monologue José seemed to be 
doing something with his face. His 
voice had changed. It took a while 
to digest what was going on. Oh. He 
was being nice.

And doing it pretty well, sitting 
there beaming in black and purple, 
looking lean and twinkly and only 
occasionally resembling a highly in-
telligent killer-ventriloquist’s dum-
my. José thanked Mauricio for his 
work and pronounced, grandly, that 
“he	will	find	happiness	again”.

This was a recurrent theme. Not 

anger, snipe, poison or paranoia. 
The other stuff. What do you call it? 
Oh yeah. “Happiness-wise I am con-
vinced my choice was a great one.” 
Behold. I am José, giver of joy.

Which is all very well, but it 
was still a moment of double-take. 
Watching Mourinho speaking from 
behind that crisp blue and white 
desk still seemed a bit like watch-
ing Halloween take over Christmas, 
a place where nice, clean, spangly 
Spurs really have decided to inject 
themselves with that heavy fuel.

The takeover has been slick. On 
Wednesday the club Twitter feed had 
posted a slightly startling portrait of 
a dark-suited Spurs-issue Mourinho 
complete with razor-blade smile, 
like a publicity shot for a notoriously 
prolific	provincial	undertaker.

Beautifully cut official footage 
of the afternoon’s training session 
has already been picked over fo-
rensically for clues and omens, like 
the Zapruder film of the Kennedy 
assassination.

There was a reassuringly re-
spectful hand clasp for Harry Kane, 
who is himself all business, seeks out 
his own marginal gains constantly, 
and who will surely be intrigued by 
working with Mourinho.

It answered another question, 
too. Even here, moving among the 
players in skinny-cut tracksuit bot-
toms, Mourinho still carries the 
same oddly luminous physical pres-
ence, that alpha glare, the sense of 
complete self-possession.

Watching him propped up at the 
press conference plinth a day later 

there was a degree of clarity to the 
wider question of what, exactly, he’s 
doing	here	in	the	first	place.	For	Tot-
tenham this has been a time of mak-
ing	 over	 and	 beefing	 up	 generally.	
Welcome to the next step. There is, 
like it or not, another giant cock in 
the stadium now.

There is another possibility too, 
albeit one that goes against the pre-
vailing orthodoxy. Perhaps the hir-
ing of one of the greatest managers 
of the modern age may actually turn 
out to be a good idea.

There has already been a great 
deal of pearl clutching over Mourin-
ho, with a near-unanimous convic-
tion he is not just a busted manage-
rial	 flush	but	an	unremittingly	toxic	
agent. In fairness the notion of José 
as a ray of cleansing sunshine – José 

with his new philosophy, his pro-
gressive all-vegan backroom staff – 
is hard to take.

But it is another cliche, a case 
of taking the public persona at face 
value, to assume that Mourinho is 
in fact football’s own exposed Cher-
nobyl core, that he will dissolve your 
skin and irradiate your vital organs 
simply by wearing the club crest.

The truth as ever lies in between. 
In reality he remains a revered, 
hugely	 persuasive	 figure	 among	
those who actually play the game. 
His record across four leagues is un-
matched. And he does even tend to 
improve his players, at least the ones 
he feels are worth his attention.

This is a more interesting ques-
tion. On the training ground there 
was a playful slap on the chest for 
Dele Alli. And this will be a key rela-
tionship in the next few months. On 
past form Mourinho will give Alli a 
short, decisive trial period. You can 
be my Sneijder here; or you can end 
up another Quaresma.

Eric Dier got a slap on the neck 
too, and again this is a huge opportu-
nity for Dier, and indeed for Mourin-
ho himself. Dele, Harry, Eric: this was 
the triangle of strength in the best of 
the Poch Spurs teams. There is an 
obvious, easy gain in attempting to 
fire	it	up	again.

Is this a long-term strategy? Is it 
meant to be? Some have whispered 
that José to Spurs is simply elite-lev-
el branding. Stadium, Champions 
League, Mourinho. Whatever the 
dressing-room vibe this piece of 
football real estate has reached peak 
market value right now.

Either way, it promises to be an-
other fascinating piece of theatre. 
Not	to	mention	a	 fit	 that	 is	perhaps	
closer to Mourinho’s better mo-
ments – aspirational club, players 
with much to gain – than it might 
have seemed in outline.

Liverpool urged to keep Premier 
League focus as fixture pile-up looms

Review blunders haunt New Zealand against England
Mount Maunganui (New 
Zealand), Nov 22 (AFP): 
New Zealand’s troubles 
with cricket’s Decision 
Review System proved 
costly yet again Friday af-
ter opener Tom Latham 
went cheaply at the start 
of their reply to England’s 
353	 in	 the	 first	 Test	 at	
Mount Maunganui.

Latham walked 

without question when 
rapped on the pads by 
Sam Curran. But had the 
Black Caps sought a re-
view, they would have 
found Hot Spot detected 
the ball had shaved the 
inside edge of the bat.

It is the second time 
in the match New Zea-
land have not sought a 
review when they should 

have done. In England’s 
first	 innings,	 New	 Zea-
land stayed quiet when 
an appeal for a Rory 
Burns caught-behind 
was turned down when 
the batsman was on 10 
and the total 14.

Again, replays 
showed there had been 
a nick and the fortunate 
Burns went on to make 

52. During this year’s 
cliff-hanger World Cup 
final,	 eventually	 decided	
on the boundary count-
back rule after the game 
was tied, New Zealand 
wasted their one review 
which ultimately brought 
about the early dismissal 
of Ross Taylor. Early in the 
innings Martin Guptill was 
given out lbw and when he 

appealed, replays clearly 
showed he did not get an 
edge on the ball.

Later in the innings, 
the in-form Taylor was 
given out lbw for 15 and 
with their review wasted 
New Zealand were pow-
erless -- despite replays 
that showed the ball 
would have sailed well 
over the stumps.

Liverpool, Nov 22 (AFP): Liv-
erpool start a daunting run of 13 
games in 41 days at Crystal Pal-
ace	on	Saturday	that	will	define	
their season and, quite possibly, 
how the Jurgen Klopp era will be 
remembered	at	Anfield.

The spectacular, and contro-
versial, 3-1 victory over defend-
ing champions Manchester City 
before the international break 
has left Liverpool nine points 
clear of Pep Guardiola’s side. They 
hold an eight-point edge over 
second-placed Leicester and are 
heavy favourites to end a painful 
30-year wait for a league title.

The visit to Selhurst Park 
also	 starts	 a	 sequence	 of	 five	
league games against opponents 
who appear, on paper at least, 
not to offer too stern a test for a 
team that have dropped just two 
league points all season -- in a 
1-1 draw at Manchester United.

But it is Liverpool’s schedule 
away from the league that has 
caused the greatest degree of in-
terest and speculation in recent 
weeks. Their involvement in the 
FIFA Club World Cup in Qatar, plus 
their success in the League Cup, 
means Klopp has been forced to 
play two games within 24 hours 
of each other, over 4,000 miles 
(6,400 kilometres) apart.

Liverpool visit Aston Vil-
la on December 17 in the cup 
quarter-final	 before	 they	 play	
in the Middle East on the 18th, 

with	 Klopp	 fielding	 two	 dif-
ferent squads to cope with the 
congestion. The Liverpool boss 
concedes that the exact nature 
and logistics of putting out two 
teams on different continents 
within a matter of hours are yet 
to be addressed. But a number 
of pundits, led by former An-
field	 favourite	 Jamie	 Carragher,	
have argued that Klopp should 
effectively ignore the four cup 
competitions in which his team 
are involved this season -- the 
two domestic cups, Champions 
League and Club World Cup.
- PREMIER LEAGUE FEVER -

The obsession among the red 
half of Merseyside with winning 
the title increased with the near-

miss under Brendan Rodgers in 
2014. And it reached near-fever 
pitch in May, when they lost the 
title to City by one point. Not even 
the considerable consolation of 
winning the Champions League 
in June could dull the desire from 
Liverpool supporters to see their 
team lift a trophy they last won 
under Kenny Dalglish in 1990.

“I know a lot of Liverpool 
supporters wouldn’t say this, 
and certainly the club couldn’t, 
but nothing can get in the way 
of Liverpool winning the league. 
Nothing,” said Carragher.

“The Aston Villa game in the 
Carabao (League) Cup? If Liver-
pool get through they will have 
two	semi-finals	to	play	then	and	

that cannot get in the way of Liv-
erpool winning the league.”

The	difficulties	 facing	Liver-
pool are summed up by a run of 
at least two games per week for 
the remainder of 2019 includ-
ing Champions League group 
matches against Napoli and Sal-
zburg before the double header 
at Villa and in Qatar.

But	 a	 run	 of	 league	 fixtures	
against Palace, Brighton, strug-
gling Everton at home, Bour-
nemouth and Watford suggests 
Klopp’s side could maintain 
their dominant grip on the ti-
tle race prior to visiting former 
manager Rodgers and current 
second-placed side Leicester on 
December 26. 

Ronaldo ready to make amends as injury-
hit Juve take on Atalanta in Serie A

Warner 
scores first 
century since 
year-long ban
Brisbane, Nov 22 (AFP): 
Australia opener David 
Warner enjoyed a mea-
sure of redemption as 
he	 scored	 his	 first	 Test	
century since a year-long 
ban for ball-tampering 
on Friday.

Warner, who man-
aged just 95 runs in 10 
innings during this year’s 
Ashes series against En-
gland, reached his 22nd 
Test	 century	 in	 the	 first	
Test against Pakistan.

Before the Ashes, he 
spent a year in the wil-
derness following the 
ball-tampering scandal 
and there were questions 
as to whether his days 
as an automatic choice 
at the top of the order 
were over. But in home 
conditions and against 
an attack that struggled 
for sideways movement, 
Warner was in imperious 
form, smashing seven 
fours as he reached his 
century from 180 balls 
by turning leg spinner 
Yasir Shah round the cor-
ner for a single.

The 33-year-old had 
his share of luck, how-
ever, when he was given 
out caught behind off 
the bowling of 16-year-
old Naseem Shah when 
he was on 56. However, 
Warner had barely left 
the crease when the TV 
umpire ruled Naseem 
had overstepped the line 
and the batsman was giv-
en a reprieve.

Then, on 93, he sur-
vived a close run-out de-
cision when a direct hit 
from the deep saw him 
just making his ground. 

Milan, Nov 22 (AFP): Cristiano Ron-
aldo conceded he is not ‘100 percent’ 
despite his goal spree for Portugal but 
always ready to play as injury-hit Juven-
tus head to Atalanta on Saturday look-
ing to extend their unbeaten run this 
season to stay top of Serie A.

Juventus	 visit	 fifth-placed	 Atalanta	
before hosting Atletico Madrid in the 
Champions League next week.

Maurizio Sarri’s side are just one 
point ahead of Antonio Conte’s Inter 
Milan after 12 matches, with Lazio and 
Cagliari eight points adrift of the lead-
ers in joint third.

Atalanta have gone three league 
games without a win and will be ea-
ger to get back into the Champions 
League berths, as they sit two points off 
fourth place, before next week’s trip to 
Shakhtar Donetsk.

Atalanta’s fortunes have slipped 
following the thigh injury suffered to 
Colombian star Duvan Zapata, who 
scored six goals in six Serie A match-
es before being sidelined for their last 
five	league	games.	As	Atalanta	sweat	on	
Zapata’s return, Juventus will be with-
out full-back Alex Sandro, who picked 
up a thigh problem playing for Brazil, 
with Blaise Matuidi recovering from a 
rib injury. Ronaldo had said he was not 
be at his best physical form, with Sarri 
saying the Portuguese star has a “little 
knee problem”.

But the 34-year-old wants to make 
amends after storming off when he 
was substituted in Juventus’s last game 
against AC Milan. “In the last three 
weeks, I have played at a slightly re-
duced capacity,” Ronaldo conceded af-
ter his goal spree for Portugal.

“I don’t like to be replaced, no one 
does,” added Ronaldo. “I tried to help 

Juve even when injured.” Full-back 
Danilo,	 who	 scored	 his	 first	 goal	 for	
Brazil during the international break, 
warned: “The games after the interna-
tional break are never easy, let alone 
against Atalanta, a team who are doing 
well. “We can’t make mistakes or un-
derestimate them.”

Inter will be looking to make it a 
perfect seven league games on the 
road this season as they travel to Tori-
no, before their European trip to Slavia 
Prague. Conte’s side face a tough task 
against the Andrea Belotti-powered 
Torino, who ended their six-match win-
less run against Brescia last time out, 
and are in 11th position.

Serie A runners-up Napoli are in cri-
sis, having slipped to seventh, and des-
perately need a result at 14th-placed AC 
Milan,	who	are	themselves	floundering.

Cagliari and Lazio will look to con-
tinue their strong form at lowly Lecce 
and Sassuolo respectively. Roma have 
a chance to move into the Champions 
League places as the look to bounce 
back from last week’s defeat to Parma 
at home against tailenders Brescia.
ONE TO WATCH:

Carlo Ancelotti’s Serie A run-
ners-up last season head for AC Milan 
amid reports he has two games left to 
save his job.

Napoli have gone four games with-
out a win in Serie A to sit seventh. The 
southerners have 19 points -- 13 be-
hind leaders Juventus -- their worst tal-
ly after 12 games since the 2011-2012 
season	when	they	finished	fifth.

After being held 1-1 by Salzburg in 
the Champions League, they travel to 
Liverpool next week in a key game for 
the former Chelsea, AC Milan and Real 
Madrid boss. 
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China wants to ‘take over’ 
Australian politics: ex-spy chief

Sydney, Nov 22 (AFP): 
China is seeking to “take 
over” Australia’s politi-
cal system with an “in-
sidious” and systematic 
campaign of espionage 
and	 influence-peddling,	
Canberra’s ex-spymaster 
said in an interview pub-
lished Friday.

Duncan Lewis, who 
resigned in September af-
ter	five	years	at	the	head	
of the Australian Security 
Intelligence Organisation 
(ASIO), said China could 
target anyone in political 
office,	 with	 the	 impact	
potentially not known 
for years to come.

“Espionage and for-
eign interference is insid-
ious. Its effects might not 
present for decades and 
by that time it’s too late,” 
Lewis was quoted as tell-
ing the Sydney Morning 
Herald	 in	 his	 first	 inter-
view	since	leaving	office.

“You wake up one day 
and	 find	 decisions	made	
in our country that are 
not in the interests of our 
country,” he said.

“Not only in politics 
but also in the communi-
ty or in business. It takes 
over, basically, pulling the 
strings from offshore,” he 
added in the interview 
with the newspaper’s 
foreign editor.

Lewis singled out 
incidents of Chinese 
agents making large con-
tributions to Australian 
political parties as part 
of	 a	 wide-ranging	 influ-

ence-peddling campaign 
that also targeted media 
and the country’s uni-
versities. “It’s quite clear 
to me that any person in 
political	 office	 is	 poten-
tially a target. I’m not 
trying to create paranoia, 
but there does need to be 
a level of sensible aware-
ness,” he said.

The former spy chief 
said the help of Austra-
lia’s large ethnic Chinese 

community was “vital in 
the work against foreign 
covert	 influence”	 much	
like Muslim-Australians 
who have aided in the 
fight	against	terrorism.

While running ASIO, 
Lewis, who also held se-
nior military positions 
and served as Australia’s 
ambassador to Belgium 
and NATO, frequently 
warned of the dangers 
of foreign espionage, but 

avoided singling out Chi-
na for criticism. His latest 
remarks are sure to rile 
Beijing, which has angri-
ly denied allegations its 
ruling Communist Party 
was covertly meddling in 
Australian affairs.

Earlier this month, 
China barred a planned 
visit by two MPs from the 
governing Liberal party 
over their criticism of Chi-
nese activities in Australia 
and	across	the	Pacific.

And a group of Aus-
tralian universities last 
week announced mea-
sures to combat foreign 
interference in key areas 
of research collabora-
tion, cybersecurity, and 
international partner-
ships -- a move seen as 
targeting China.

China is also widely 
suspected of being be-
hind major intrusions 
into the computer sys-
tems of Australia’s par-
liament and a university 
with close ties to the 
government and securi-
ty services.

China condemns US navy sail-by in disputed waters

Islamic insurgents spreading terror throughout 
JK and elsewhere in India: US lawmaker

Israel braces for bitter fight 
after Netanyahu indictment

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa appoints interim Cabinet

Jerusalem, Nov 22 (AP): 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s indictment 
is expected to sharpen 
the battle lines in Israel’s 
already deadlocked polit-
ical system and could test 
the loyalty of his right-
wing allies, Israeli com-
mentators said Friday.

The serious corrup-
tion charges announced 
Thursday appear to have 
dashed already slim 
hopes for a unity govern-
ment following Septem-
ber’s elections, paving 
the way for an unprec-
edented repeat vote in 
March, which will be the 
third in less than a year.

In an angry speech 
late Thursday, Netanya-
hu lashed out at investi-
gators	and	vowed	to	fight	
on in the face of an at-
tempted coup. His main 
opponent, the centrist 
Blue and White party, 
called on him to immedi-
ately resign from all his 
Cabinet posts, citing a 
Supreme Court ruling 
that says indicted min-
isters cannot continue 
to hold office. Netanya-
hu also serves as minis-
ter of health, labor and 
Diaspora affairs, as well 
as acting minister of ag-
riculture.

He is not legally re-
quired to step down 
as prime minister, but 
Netanyahu faces heavy 
pressure to do so, and 
it is unclear whether an 
indicted politician could 
be given the mandate to 
form a new government. 
Netanyahu has already 

failed to form a majority 
coalition of 61 seats in 
the 120-seat Knesset af-
ter two hard-fought elec-
tions this year.

This will not be an 
election, it will be a civil 
war without arms, col-
umnist Amit Segal wrote 
in Israel’s Yediot Ahro-
not newspaper. There is 
a broad constituency that 
believes what Netanyahu 
said yesterday, but it is 
far from being enough for 
anything close to victory.

Writing in the same 
newspaper, Sima Kad-
mon compared Netanya-
hu to the Roman emperor 
Nero, saying he will stand 
and watch as the country 
burns. Netanyahu was 
indicted on charges of 
bribery, fraud and breach 
of trust stemming from 
three long-running cor-
ruption cases. He has 
denied any wrongdoing 
and accused the media, 
courts and law enforce-
ment of waging a witch 
hunt against him.

The corruption 
charges will weigh heav-
ily on Netanyahu’s Likud 
party in future elections, 
but it’s unclear if any 
senior member has the 
support or willingness to 
replace him.

Hours before the 
indictment was an-
nounced, Gideon Saar, 
a senior Likud member, 
said a party primary 
should be held ahead of 
any future elections and 
that he would compete. 
But there are several oth-
er leading members of 

the party, and it’s unclear 
if any one of them can 
gain enough support to 
topple its longtime lead-
er.

Some Likud mem-
bers expressed support 
for Netanyahu after 
the indictment was an-
nounced, but most have 
remained mum.

If the attorney gen-
eral should indeed an-
nounce that Netanyahu 
can no longer form a 
government, will (Li-
kud members) stand up 
openly and work to form 
an alternative govern-
ment? For that to hap-
pen, they will have to sit 
together in one room and 
trust each other, which is 
something that has not 
happened for the past 
decade, Segal wrote.

Nevertheless, he con-
cluded, the great threat to 
Netanyahu is now posed 
from within. Amid all the 
political machinations, 
Netanyahu will have to 
prepare to go on trial. He 
can battle the charges, 
or he might seek a plea 
bargain in which he 
agrees to resign in re-
turn for avoiding jail 
time	 or	 hefty	 fines.	 Ei-
ther process could drag 
on for months.

Netanyahu is Israel’s 
first	 sitting	 prime	 min-
ister to be charged with 
a crime. His predeces-
sor, Ehud Olmert, was 
forced to resign a de-
cade ago ahead of a cor-
ruption indictment that 
later sent him to prison 
for 16 months.

Beijing, Nov 22 (AFP): 
China on Friday accused 
the US of “provocative” 
conduct after two US 
warships sailed near is-
lands claimed by Beijing 
this week, adding to ten-
sions between the global 
powers.

The US Navy regular-
ly conducts “freedom of 
navigation operations” 
in the disputed South 
China Sea, where China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei and 
Taiwan have compet-
ing claims. The US Navy 
said the USS Gabrielle 
Giffords littoral combat 
ship sailed near Mis-
chief Reef in the Spratly 
Islands Wednesday, and 
the USS Wayne E. Meyer 
guided-missile destroyer 
passed the Paracel Is-
lands on Thursday.

“USS Wayne E. Meyer 
(DDG 108) challenged 
the restrictions on inno-
cent passage imposed by 
China, Taiwan, and Viet-
nam and also contested 

China’s claim to straight 
baselines enclosing the 
Paracel Islands,” Com-
mander Reann Mom-
msen, spokeswoman for 
the US 7th Fleet based in 
Japan, told AFP.

“USS Gabrielle Gif-
fords demonstrated that 
Mischief Reef, a low-tide 
elevation in its natural 
state, is not entitled to a 
territorial sea under in-
ternational law.”

China dispatched 
military vessels to iden-
tify and monitor the US 
ships and warned them 
to leave, the People’s Lib-
eration Army Southern 
Theatre Command said 
in a statement Friday.

“Recently, the US has 
used the pretext of ‘free-
dom of navigation’ to fre-
quently send warships to 
the South China Sea area 
to cause trouble,” the 
statement said.

“We urge the US to 
cease this kind of provoc-
ative, risky conduct, to 
prevent unforeseen in-

cidents.” Mommsen said 
the operations were de-
signed to “demonstrate 
that the United States 
will	 fly,	 sail,	 and	operate	
wherever international 
law allows -- regardless 
of the location of exces-
sive maritime claims and 
regardless of current 
events”. Washington and 
Beijing are locked in a 
bruising trade war and 
have tussled over diplo-
matic issues, including 
a bill passed by the US 
Congress this week in 
support of pro-democra-
cy protests in Hong Kong.

China has laid claim to 
nearly all of the South Chi-
na Sea and has built nu-
merous military outposts 
on the small islands and 
atolls of the region, anger-
ing other claimants.

In recent months, the 
US military has stepped up 
its freedom of navigation 
operations or “FONOPS” 
in the region, irking Beijing 
but not sparking any direct 
confrontation thus far. 

Washington, Nov 22 
(PTI): Islamic insur-
gents are a constant 
threat, spreading terror 
throughout Jammu and 
Kashmir and elsewhere 
in India, an American 
lawmaker said on Thurs-
day and urged his Con-
gressional colleagues to 
support New Delhi in its 
fight	against	terror.

“India faces many re-
gional and geopolitical 
threats. Islamic insurgents 
are a constant threat, 
spreading terror through-
out Jammu and Kashmir 
and elsewhere in India. 
We should support the 
government in Delhi in the 
continued	 fight	 against	
terror,” Congressman 
Francis Rooney said.

In a speech on the 
floor	 of	 the	 US	 House	
of Representatives to 
recognise the critical 
relationship with “ally” 
India, the Republican 
Congressman from Flori-
da said he had a meeting 
with India’s ambassa-
dor to the United States, 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla, 

recently to discuss the 
critical issues facing In-
dia and the importance 
of the bilateral relation-
ship between India and 
the US. India, he said, 
also faces an increasingly 
aggressive and assertive 
China that continues to 
export	 its	 malign	 influ-
ence throughout the In-
do-Pacific	region.

“China’s behaviour is 
destabilising India’s near-
abroad, saddling its neigh-
bours with unpayable 
debts, as was the case with 
the port project in Hamban-
tota, Sri Lanka. India is also 
on constant alert with a 
hostile and unstable nucle-
ar-armed state to their west 
-- Pakistan,” Rooney said.

Asserting that India is 
a critical trading partner 
with the United States, 
the Congressman said 
India accounts for about 
three per cent of the 
US’s world trade, which 
continues to grow year 
after year. Likewise, the 
United States is India’s 
second largest trading 
partner, accounting for 

16 per cent of India’s 
exports. “We must con-
tinue to work towards 
strengthening our trade 
relationship with India, 
increasing bilateral for-
eign direct investment, 
and consider the negotia-
tion of a free trade agree-
ment,” he said. Noting 
that India and the United 
States share the same 
values, he said that “go-
ing forward, our relation-
ship with India will only 
grow in importance.”

“By sharing the same 
values, we inherently 
share similar interests 
and concerns. We must 
continue working togeth-
er to confront dangers 
abroad, strengthen our 
economic relationship, 
and advance the cause 
of freedom and democ-
racy around the world,” 
Rooney said.

Rooney is the third 
American lawmaker in 
recent days to make a 
statement favourable 
to India after Congress-
men George Holding 
and Pete Olson.

Colombo, Nov 22 (PTI): 
Sri Lankan President Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa on Fri-
day appointed an interim 
Cabinet which is aimed 
to run the government 
until the next parliamen-
tary election.

The 16-member Cab-
inet included President’s 
brothers- Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, 74, and Chamal 
Rajapaksa, 77, two Tam-
ils and a woman.

This is an interim 
government, Gota-
baya Rajapaksa said 
during the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

He said ministers of 

state would be appointed 
next week.

Gotabhaya Rajapaksa 
as the President cannot 
hold ministries although 
he is the head of the 
Cabinet.

The Tamil minority 
members came from the 
Tamil dominated north 
and from the central 
tea plantations areas of 
Tamils of Indian origin.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
who is appointed on the 
post of the Prime Minis-
ter in the new Cabinet, 
was also named as the 
Minister of Defence and 
Finance while the eldest 

of the brothers Chamal 
Rajapaksa was named 
the Minister of Trade 
and Food Security.

Dinesh Gunawarde-
na, 70, a veteran Marx-
ist politician has been 
named as the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs.

The Cabinet ap-
pointment is seen as 
interim until the Presi-
dent dissolves the cur-
rent parliament and go 
for a fresh parliamenta-
ry election.

The next parliamen-
tary poll is scheduled 
only after August 2020. 
Constitutionally, a sit-

ting prime minister can-
not be removed unless 
he resigns. But follow-
ing Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa’s win, the need for a 
fresh parliamentary 
poll to allow the new 
president to form his 
own government has 
gained ground.

Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa could dissolve the 
current Parliament 
to call  for early elec-
tions after February 
2020.

Speaker Karu Jaya-
suriya on Tuesday said 
that the country faces 
the possibility of a snap 

parliamentary poll.
Prime Minister Ranil 

Wickremesinghe is also 
under pressure to quit.

“As a party which 
honours democracy, we 
will discuss with par-
liamentary group, the 
Speaker and party lead-
ers about parliamentary 
elections,” a statement 
from Wickremesinghe’s 
office said on Monday.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
was on Monday sworn 
in as Sri Lanka’s seventh 
President. He defeated 
Sajith Premadasa, 52, 
by more than 13 lakh 
votes.

Cause 4 the Paws in Delhi
New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 
The 7th edition of ‘Cause 
4 the Paws’ adoption 
drive will offer dog lovers 
a chance to provide a lov-
ing home to abandoned 
dogs of not just popular 
breeds like Labrador and 
German Shepherd but In-
die dogs as well.

Organised by Se-
lect Citywalk and Del-
hi-based animal welfare 
organisation ‘People for 
Animals’, the adoption 
drive will be inaugurated 
by Maneka Gandhi, poli-
tician and animal rights 
activist, here on Novem-
ber	 23.Aimed	 at	 finding	
loving homes for home-
less pets, the platform 
will feature dogs from 
Sanjay Gandhi Animal 
Care Centre.

“These dogs will be 
a mix of popular breeds 
such as German Shep-
herd, Labrador, Saint 
Bernard, Pomeranian 
and Indie amongst oth-
ers,” the organisers said.

“We truly believe 
that every form of life 
is precious, and hence 
promote and supports 
animal welfare greatly. 
We have been success-
fully organizing ‘Cause 4 
The	 Paws’	 to	 find	 loving	
homes for abandoned 
pets since the past 6 
years in association with 
People For Animals.

“We hope that max-
imum people will open 
their hearts and their 
doors, adopt a homeless 
dog and take-home un-
conditional love from 
this event. This is our 
humble effort to do our 
bit for the voiceless,” Yo-
geshwar Sharma, exec-
utive director and CEO, 
Select Citywalk, said.

The initiative boasts 
of having helped over 
sixty homeless dogs to 
find a home in the last 
six editions.

The adoption drive 
will come to an end on 
November 24. 
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COOL AND CASUAL!  The “Bad Guy” singer, Billie Eilish 
wears a 2Pac shirt with a pair of matching grey pants at the 
Jimmy Kimmel Live! studios in Los Angeles.
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ARIES: Health and wellness take centre 
stage today. Some of you may be revisiting 
your fitness regimen. Take a break from rou-
tine if the monotony is getting to you, and 
give something like Zumba or rock climbing 
a shot instead. You’re also being asked to 
pay attention to what you put into your body. 
Consider more plant-based meals, Aries. 
Tip: A new way of eating will not only make 
you stronger, but also raise your vibrations.
TAURUS: The cards are warning you 
against excesses of all kinds. What are you 
addicted to, Taurus? Do you find yourself 
turning to food or substances to fill the so-
called void? Remember, eating right is not 
just about sculpting your body and giving 
you enviable abs.
Tip: Be mindful of what you are putting into 
your body.
GEMINI: The day you plant the seed is not 
the day you eat the fruit, Gemini. Be patient 
with the project at hand. There’s much to be 
gained from the incubation period. Trust that 
in due course of time, it will give you the 
abundance you deserve. What you are being 

asked to be mindful of: your finances.
Tip: It’s a good idea to create a reserve that 
can see you through the rainy days.
CANCER: A friendly reminder by Abra-
ham Hicks, “Your wish is granted! Now 
it’s time for you to start accepting that it’s 
done.” Believing that everything we have 
asked for has already been manifested in 
our reality is the secret to living your best 
life. Open your third eye and be cognisant of 
what life is offering you. There are blessings 
pouring in from every corner, moon child. 
Tip: Everything you desire is now within 
your reach.
LEO: The information at hand is sensitive. 
Resist the urge to share it with others. You 
already know who is worthy of your trust 
and who is not. Some of you may feel there 
are secrets that are being kept from you. Be 
patient with the Universe. Everything you 
need to know will be revealed to you in due 
course of time. Leo, you may also find your-
self playing wise counsel today. 
Tip: Know when to keep a secret.
VIRGO: A cycle is about to complete itself. 

You have successfully crossed all hurdles 
to gain rewards and recognition. Those of 
you who are on the threshold of completing 
their education can expect to have the world 
at their feet. Endings are just beginnings in 
disguise, right? 
Tip: The world is at your feet.
LIBRA: Your career may be fulfilling your 
material needs, but is it satisfying you on a 
spiritual and emotional level? Something 
to think upon as you sip on your morning 
matcha, Libra. The answer does not lie in 
making drastic changes. The answer lies in 
getting out of the rut you have found your-
self in, and consciously realigning with the 
divine plan. Remember, the more you tap 
into your inherent creativity, the more joy 
and abundance you will attract into your life.
Tip: Realign with the divine plan.
SCORPIO: Wise words by Benjamin E 
Mays: “The tragedy of life is often not in 
our failure, but rather in our complacency; 
not in our doing too much, but rather in our 
doing too little; not in our living above our 
ability, but rather in our living below our 

capacities.” Understand how and where you 
are undermining your abilities. Could you be 
so set in your ways that you have lost the 
ability to look beyond, expand your hori-
zons, and realise what you are truly capable 
of? No, we’re not asking you to rebel against 
the system or make drastic changes that you 
could potentially come to regret. 
Tip: Work within the system while challeng-
ing yourself to do something different.
SAGITTARIUS: A quick reminder from 
the Universe: it’s never too late to plan that 
spontaneous vacation. If you’re done with 
your share of roughing it out, check into 
your favourite holiday resort. Nothing says 
#SelfCareSaturday like soaking in a hot tub and 
poring over your favourite fashion magazines. 
Don’t have the option to switch off completely? 
Tip: Did somebody say weekend getaway?
CAPRICORN: In the words of Roman 
philosopher Seneca, “Luck is what hap-
pens when preparation meets opportunity.” 
You’ve already done the dirty work, Capri-
corn. Now, prepare for the grand opening. 
What you need to keep in mind when the 

right opportunities present themselves: it’s 
important to strike when the iron is hot. 
Tip: You are on your way to realising the 
grand vision.
AQUARIUS: Pearls of wisdom courtesy 
Socrates, “The secret of change is to focus 
all of your energy, not on fighting the old, 
but on building the new.” This is what you 
need to keep in mind when faced with chal-
lenges. Let go of the old ways of being and 
replace them with vision and foresight (one 
of your core strengths). It is by revisiting 
your own rules that you will be able to break 
out of the given situation.
Tip: Welcome the change.
PISCES: Generosity is a virtue, one that your 
altruistic soul understands on a deep level. The 
Universe has blessed you with the gift of abun-
dance. This weekend you’re being asked to pay 
the kindness forward for no other reason than 
the joy of giving. Looking for a worthy cause? 
Consider contributing to climate change and in 
turn making this world a better place.
Tip: The joy of sharing your wealth and 
abundance.

the BIG
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Ekta Kapoor teams up with Guneet 
Monga to produce ‘Pagglait’

I make films to express myself, not 
offend anyone: director Vetri Maaran

Sacha Baron Cohen calls 
internet giants ‘greatest 

propaganda machine in history’

BY SHUBHA DUBEY
Panaji, Nov 21 (PTI): Cinema is a tool of ex-
pression for multiple National Award-win-
ning	 Tamil	 filmmaker	 Vetri	 Maaran,	 and	
while	 his	 films	 maybe	 a	 critique	 on	 the	
sociopolitical structure of the 
society, the director on Thurs-
day said his work is never driv-
en by agenda.

Maaran, who made his 
feature directorial debut in 
2007 with “Polladhavan”, has 
established himself as one of 
the most relevant and riveting 
filmmakers	 from	 the	 south,	
courtesy his collaborations 
with Dhanush and powerful 
stories such as “Aadukalam”, 
India’s	official	entry	to	Oscars	
2017 “Visaranai” and his lat-
est, “Asuran”.

“I’m here to express my-
self and in putting forth my 
point. I don’t want to offend 
anyone.	 As	 a	 filmmaker,	 I	
think I have a responsibility 
in throwing light on some-
thing I feel concerned or 
bothered about. But at the same time, I 
don’t want to feel bad or threatened. “I 
don’t want to put anybody in bad light. I 
don’t want to question the system or be 
harsh in my criticism,” the director said 
during a session at the ongoing 50th In-
ternational Film Festival of India (IFFI).

He added that if any section of the 
society feels “hurt” by his point of view, 
he never shies away from taking respon-
sibility. “Cinema is the medium of story-
telling and I’m giving critique on the so-
ciety and the system I live in through it. 

On that level, I take full responsibility of 
whatever	comes	out	in	the	final	product.	
If someone is upset about it, I’m answer-
able to them and I decide how to deal 
with the situation.”

Maaran is known for a chaotic and 
somewhat cruel style of storytelling and 
the	director	said	he	is	influenced	by	his	
mentor, celebrated director Balu Ma-
hendra, and the Latin American cinema 
of the late 1990s or 2000s.

However, the 44-year-old director 
believes violence is an innate quality 
and holding western cinema responsi-
ble	for	motivating	Indian	filmmakers	to	
depict it is unfair. “Violence in our cine-
ma is not from the West. Violence starts 
with the origin of us. Violence is in all 

our literature and epics. Violence and 
sex is there in our literature. Everybody 
has a different way of expressing them-
selves on the same topic and, violence is 
one of them,” he said.

“I’m	 highly	 influenced	 by	 Latin	
American cinema of late ‘90s and early 
2000s	 and	 initially	 I	 was	 influenced	 a	
lot	 by	 those	 films.	 “But	 then	 I	 decided	
to	find	my	own	voice,	my	own	language.	
It’s a journey, maybe I will evolve into 
some other person. But you cannot 
change your vocabulary,” he added.

Maaran was accompanied by “Dan-
gal”	filmmaker	Nitesh	Tiwari	for	the	ses-
sion titled, ‘From the Director’s Chair’.

IFFI, which opened on Wednesday, 
will run till November 28.

Los Angeles, Nov 22 (PTI): 
Labelling them as the “great-
est propaganda machine in 
history”, actor-comedian Sa-
cha Baron Cohen has blast-
ed social media giants such 
as Facebook, Google, among 
others, over the increasing 
trend of hate messaging.

In his blistering speech at 
the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) on Thursday, Cohen 
ripped into the internet 
companies, accusing them 
of facilitating the spread of 
hateful propaganda on their 
platforms.

“I’m just a comedian and 
an actor, not a scholar. But 
one thing is pretty clear to 
me. All this hate and violence 
is being facilitated by a hand-
ful of internet companies 
that amount to the greatest 
propaganda machine in his-
tory. The greatest propagan-
da machine in history,” the 
actor said.

“Think about it. Facebook, 
YouTube and Google, Twitter 
and others they reach billions 
of people. The algorithms 
these platforms depend on 
deliberately amplify the type 
of content that keeps users 
engaged stories that appeal 
to our baser instincts and 
that trigger outrage and fear,” 
he added.

Cohen took aim at “the 
Silicon Six”, the group of top 

tech giant’s heads, which 
includes Facebook’s Mark 
Zuckerberg, Google CEO Sun-
dar Pichai and Twitter CEO 
Jack Dorsey.

“The Silicon Six -- all bil-
lionaires, all Americans -- 
who care more about boost-
ing their share price than 
about protecting democracy.

“This is ideological im-
perialism - six unelected 
individuals in Silicon Valley 
imposing their vision on the 
rest of the world, unaccount-
able to any government and 
acting like they’re above the 
reach of law,” the actor added. 
Cohen particularly targeted 
Zuckerberg for his recent ad-
dress to students at Georgetown 
University, where he promoted 
the cause of free speech.

The actor said Facebook 
has a responsibility to stop 
any message that can harm 
the society and people.

“If a neo-Nazi comes 
goose-stepping into a restau-
rant and starts threatening 
other customers and saying 
he wants (to) kill Jews, would 
the owner of the restaurant 
be required to serve him an 
elegant eight-course meal? 
Of course not! “The restau-
rant owner has every legal 
right and a moral obligation 
to kick the Nazi out, and so 
do these internet compa-
nies,” Cohen added.

Mumbai, Nov 21 (PTI): Pro-
ducers Ekta Kapoor and 
Guneet Monga have come to-
gether to back Sanya Malho-
tra-starrer “Pagglait”.

The movie will be pro-
duced	by	Balaji	Telefilms	and	
Monga’s Sikhya Entertain-
ment, the production house 
behind	 the	 Oscar	 short-film	
“Period. End of Sentence”.

“Guneet is one of the 
most relevant voices in Indian 
cinema today. When I heard 
the	very	concept	of	the	film,	I	
knew we had to do this togeth-

er,” Kapoor said in a statement 
on Thursday. Monga said the 
team is glad to bring a con-
cept as quirky as “Pagglait” on 
screen with Malhotra and Ba-
laji	Telefilms.

“Our	 film	 is	 a	 story	 of	 a	
young girl as she discovers 
her purpose and identity 
amidst looming questions 
about love and belonging in 
the neo modern small-town 
India,” she said.

Directed by Umesh Bist, 
the	 first	schedule	of	 the	 film	
is underway in Lucknow.

U2, AR Rahman collaborate for new track
Mumbai, Nov 22 (PTI): Irish band U2 has 
launched a new track, “Ahimsa”, in collabora-
tion with Academy Award-winning composer 
AR Rahman, ahead of their maiden perfor-
mance in the country.

Island Records announced the release of 
the track which aims to celebrate the 
spiritual diversity of the country.

Rahman said “Ahimsa” re-
quires courage and strength, 
a quality that is impervious 
to weapons or power.

“It’s a mission which 
is most needed to heal 
the modern world and 
it is incredible timing to 
collaborate with U2, with 
their amazing legacy, to re-
vive this movement,” he said 
in a statement.

U2 guitarist The Edge said the 
band is excited to visit the country, which has 
been on their bucket list for a long time.

“The principles of ahimsa or non-violence 
have served as an important pillar of what 
our	 band	 stands	 for	 since	we	 first	 came	 to-
gether to play music. We can’t wait to expe-
rience	the	culture	of	India	first	hand,	a	place	
that brings together the modern and the an-

cient all at once.”
U2	 lead	 vocalist	 Bono	 said	 the	 fight	

against injustice “has always been so import-
ant to us” and they were “somewhat shaped 
and formed” by Martin Luther King who was 
a student of Mahatma Gandhi.

“Martin Luther King said, ‘The mor-
al arc of the universe is long but 

it bends towards justice...’ I 
don’t believe that any more. 

It doesn’t bend towards 
justice, it has to be bent to-
wards justice. We have to 
be actively involved in our 
democracy to preserve it 
and show people how we 

feel and what we care about.
“We come as students to 

the source of inspiration. That 
is ahimsa, non-violence. India gave 

this to us. The greatest gift to the world. 
It is more powerful than nuclear energy, the 
armies, the navies, the British Empire. It is 
power itself. And it’s never been more im-
portant,” he added.

The collaboration comes less than one 
month	 ahead	 of	 U2’s	 first	 ever	 show	 in	 the	
country with the arrival of The Joshua Tree 
Tour in Mumbai on December 15.


