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dear readers,
If you are having trouble getting 
your copy of the Summit Times 
in your neighbourhood, please 
message or Whatsapp us your 
name and address at 9832556698 
and we will ensure that the 
newspaper reaches you.

SIKKIM CELEBRATES CONSTITUTION DAY

Important to remember 
duties along with rights: CM

Gangtok, 26 Nov (IPR): 
Law and Parliamenta-
ry Affairs Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
organized a function in 
Chintan Bhawan today 
to celebrate the 70th 
Constitution Day mark-
ing the adoption of the 
Constitution of India on 
26 Nov, 1949.  The Con-
stitution of India formal-
ly came into effect on 26 
Jan, 1950 which is cele-
brated as Republic Day of 
India. The Indian Consti-
tution is the longest writ-
ten Constitution. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, Chief Minister, 
Prem Singh Tamang 
(Golay) said that Con-
stitution Day is being 
celebrated in India as a 
tribute to all the great 
legends who worked 
tirelessly to give India its 
Constitution. 

The Chief Minister 
spoke at length about 

the Indian constitution 
which apart from the 
usual features like fun-
damental rights and the 
powers of distribution 
has shown foresight to 
include chapters which 
ensure pluralism, posi-
tive discrimination and 
fair opportunity to all 

sections of society.  
India is a secular 

country and the Constitu-
tion of India guarantees 
freedom of conscience 
and the right to profess 
practice and propagate 
religion to all.  He said 
that the Indian Constitu-
tion is for continuity of 

democracy and integrity 
of nation.  He remem-
bered Dr BR Ambedkar, 
the Architect of the Indi-
an Constitution, for his 
stellar contribution and 
socio-political under-
standing. 

The Chief Minister 
called upon all to unite 

with the goal of elimi-
nating poverty, discrim-
ination, exploitation, 
starvation, sickness and 
disease, and creating an 
atmosphere of simple 
and peaceful living.  

He said that the Indi-
an Constitution has given 
us our rights with our 

responsibility and du-
ties but we always seek 
for our rights and forget 
about duties so he urged 
every individual to first 
perform their duties and 
responsibilities which 
automatically provide 
their rights. 

He further urged ev-
eryone to work towards 
preserving and protect-
ing Article 371F of the 
Constitution which pro-
vides for special pro-
tection of the people of 
Sikkim.  

The Chief Minister 
further said that Sikkim 
has the unique tendency 
of honoring one another, 
to respect all religions 
and communities, to be 
hospitable, to help the 
poor and miserable, and 
to provide a cordial envi-
ronment for everyone to 
profess their religion and 
perform pilgrimage. 

turn to pg 02

ABYF Baptist Church in finals 
of Sikkim United Cup 2019

state level science, Mathematics and environment exhibition 

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

ABYF Baptist Church, 
Sikkim has entered 

the finals of the ongo-
ing Sikkim United Cup 
2019 here at Paljor 
Stadium. In the first 
semi-final match played 
on Tuesday afternoon, 

ABYF Baptist Church 
outplayed Abad 7–1 to 
secure it berth in the fi-
nals of the tournament.

ABYF Baptist Church 
is the champion of the 
first edition of the tour-
nament in 2012 and re-
mained runners-up in 
the second edition in 

2013. It has now entered 
the final of this tourna-
ment for the third time.

The first half of the 
match ended in a goal-
less draw. In the early 
minutes of the second 
half, Ajay Subba scored 
the lead for ABYF and 
completed his brace 

shortly after. 
Sudesh Subba scored 

the third goal for ABYF in 
the 49th minute and his 
teammate, Binam Bhu-
jel extended the lead of 
ABYF to 4–0 in the 52nd 
minute. Soon, Ajay Subba 
scored his hattrick goal 
in the 54th minute. 

A goal by Depen Ran-
pal for Abad in the 63rd 
minute gave some hope 
to the team but two more 
goals by Ajay Subba in 
the 65th and 67th minute 
sealed the 7–1 victory 
of ABYF Baptist Church. 
John Khati of ABYF Bap-
tist Church was adjudged 
Man of the Match.

The second semi-final 
match of the tournament 
will be played between 
EPCS, Namchi and Gitang 
Dagbari, West Sikkim on 
Wednesday.

Another highlight 
of the day was a friend-
ly match between Sikkim 
Christian Sports Committee 

turn to pg 02

Gangtok, 26 Nov (IPR):  Three-
day State Level Science, Mathe-
matics and Environment Exhi-
bition for Children 2019-20 (SLS-
MEE-2019-20) was inaugurated 
at Deorali Girls’ Senior Secondary 
School, Gangtok, East Sikkim today. 

The chief guest for the occa-
sion was Prof Dinesh Singh from 
NCERT. Also present were Bhim 
Thatal, SPD, Samagra Shiksha and 
Dr Rabin Chhetri Director, SCERT, 
Education Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim. 

The event is being organized 
by SCERT, Education Department, 
Government of Sikkim with sup-
port from Samagra Shiksha, Ed-
ucation Department and NCERT, 
New Delhi. The main theme for 

the State Level Science, Mathemat-
ics and Environment Exhibition 
2019–20 is “Science and Technol-
ogy for Sustainable Development”.

The sub themes are: Sustain-
able Agricultural Practices; Clean-

liness and Health; Resource Man-
agement; Industrial Development; 
Future Transport and Communi-
cation; Educational Games and 
Mathematical Modeling.

turn to pg 02

Fadnavis now the CM with 
shortest tenure in Maha history

Mumbai, Nov 26 (PTI): 
Once being the only sec-
ond chief minister in 
Maharashtra to com-
plete the full five-year 
term, BJP leader Deven-
dra Fadnavis now holds 
the dubious distinction 
of being the CM with the 
shortest tenure of four 
days in the last 59 years, 
a downhill journey which 
underlines transient na-
ture of politics.

On Tuesday after-
noon, Devendra Gan-
gadharrao Fadnavis, 49, 
resigned from his post, 
only three days after he 
made a dramatic come-
back as the chief minister 
for a second term with 
the support of NCP lead-
er Ajit Pawar, who had 
broken ranks with his 
parent party to lend sup-
port to the BJP.

However, what was 
supposed to be a dream 
run for Fadnavis came 
to an abrupt end in af-
ternoon after Ajit Pawar 
stepped down as deputy 

CM, exposing the BJP’s 
claim that it had major-
ity in the 288-member 
Assembly.

Earlier PK Sawant 
held the record of being 
the Maharashtra CM with 
the shortest term-- from 
November 25 to De-
cember 4, 1963. He was 
made the caretaker chief 
minister after the death 
of his predecessor Maro-
trao Kannamwar.

Fadnavis’ previous 
term as the chief minis-
ter lasted from October 
31, 2014 to November 
12, 2019, making him 
only the second CM af-
ter Vasantrao Naik of the 
Congress to last the full 
five-year term.

The second tenure of 
Fadnavis lasted from No-
vember 23 to November 
26, 2019.

The four-day-old 
BJP-led government 
collapsed on the eve of 
the supreme court-or-
dered floor test in the 
Assembly.

Parliament passes bill to 
protect rights of transgenders
New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): The Rajya Sabha on 
Tuesday passed a bill on protection of rights of 
transgenders after a motion to refer it to a select 
committee of the Upper House was defeated.

The Lok Sabha had passed the bill on August 5.
The Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Bill, 2019, seeks to provide a mechanism 
for social, economic and educational empower-
ment of transgenders and was moved for consid-
eration and passage in the Rajya Sabha by Social 
Justice and Empowerment Minister Thawar Chand 
Gehlot on November 20. Replying to a discussion 
for further consideration of the bill, Gehlot said ef-
forts will be made to incorporate the suggestions 
presented by members while framing the rules.

He said a clause related to medical examination 
by a panel for a district magistrate (DM) or collec-
tor to certify a person as a transgender which was 
earlier part of the bill, has been done away with, 
after reservations were expressed by members 
in this regard. However, in case of a child, his or 
her parents can file application for issuance of an 
identification certificate.

Elaborating on the provisions of the bill, the 
minister said it is aimed at eliminating discrimi-
nation against transgenders and the government 
will form a national council for its implementation 
after the legislation is brought into effect. Gehlot 
said a transgender person will be able to avail the 
benefits of schemes offered by states as well as the 
Centre. He informed that the recommendations 
and suggestions of the standing committee of the 
Lok Sabha have also been incorporated in the bill.

The motion to refer the bill to a select commit-
tee of the Rajya Sabha was moved by Tiruchi Siva 
of the DMK. However, it was defeated after voting 
took place. Gehlot appealed to the members to 
pass the bill saying it                     turn to pg 02

Lok Sabha takes up 
bill to ban e-cigarettes
New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): Cutting across party 
lines, members of the Lok Sabha on Tuesday sup-
ported the Bill to ban the production, import and 
sale of electronic cigarettes though the Congress 
questioned the government’s decision to adopt 
the ordinance route for the legislation.

The Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (Pro-
duction, Manufacture, Import, Export, Transport, 
Sale, Distribution, Storage and Advertisement) 
Bill, 2019, seeks to replace an ordinance issued on 
September 18. The Bill was moved for consider-
ation and passage by Union Health Minister Harsh 
Vardhan. Moving a statutory resolution objecting 
to promulgation of the ordinance, Congress member 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said he has no fundamen-
tal objection to the contents of the bill but was against 
the adoption of ordinance route by the government 
for a subject which was not of urgent importance.

“The ordinance-addicted government,” he said, 
cannot convey any strong message to the people.

He asked what the urgency was to come out 
with an ordinance at a time when 16 states have 
already banned e-cigarettes. Observing that one 
million people die because of consuming tobacco 
products, Chowdhury said the government needs 
to thoroughly discuss issues concerning both con-
ventional cigarettes and e-cigarettes.

Participating in the discussion, Varun Gandhi 
(BJP) defended the ordinance saying “prevention 
is always better than cure”. He also dismissed the 
reports which suggest that e-cigarettes were less 
harmful than conventional cigarettes saying nico-
tine is harmful for health and any suggestion to the 
contrary, as pointed out by some research reports, 
was unacceptable.

Gandhi further said that introduction of e-cig-
arettes in the US has brought down the average 
smoking age to 17 years from 30 years which was 
alarming. The Bill makes the manufacturing, pro-
duction, import, export, distribution, transport, 
sale, storage or advertisements of such alternative 
smoking devices a cognisable offence, attracting a 
jail term and a fine. First-time violators will face a 
jail term of up to one year and a fine of Rs 1 lakh. 
For subsequent offences, a jail term of up to three 
years or a fine of Rs 5 lakh, or both, will be im-
posed, according to the ordinance.

The storage of e-cigarettes shall also be pun-
ishable with imprisonment of up to six months or 
a fine of up to Rs 50,000, or both, it said.

The bill authorised officials to conduct search-
es in premises, stating that where such searches 
were not permissible authorities might attach 
properties, stocks of e-cigarettes or records main-
tained by the manufacturer, producer exporter, 
transporter, importer, stockist against whom a 
complaint had been made.    turn to pg 02
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Classifieds
GENERAL LAND FoR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FoR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENERAL LAND FoR SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LAND FoR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

He also assured that the Government of Sikkim 
will always perform its duty efficiently and look into 
the problems faced by the Sikkimese people.

The program also saw Minister Health, Principal 
Secretary Health and team presenting  award to the 
Chief Minister which was received by West Sikkim 
recently from Ministry of Health, Government of In-
dia for achieving 90% immunization. West Sikkim is 
among 16 other districts in the country to receive this 
award. 

Earlier a talk on “Fundamental Duties” was pre-
sented by Narendra Rai [Senior Advocate, High Court 
of Sikkim and President of Bar Association of Sikkim]. 
Likewise, a talk on “Salient Features of the Indian Con-
stitution” was delivered by Dr Dilip Pandey, Dean of 
Students, Government Law College, Burtuk, followed 
by a talk by student of Government Law College, Bur-
tuk, Say Shay Hang Subba.

On the occasion, Chief Minister, Mr Tamang ad-
ministered the Preamble to the Constitution to the 
audience.

During the programme, Information and Public 
Relations Department screened a documentary film 
on the Constitution of India to make the audience 
familiar with the constitution of India and its salient 
features. 

Also, the Culture Department performed patriotic 
songs on the occasion. 

The programme had the presence of Speaker Sik-
kim Legislative Assembly, LB Das, Law Minister, Kun-
ga Nima Lepcha, Ministers, MLAs, Advisors, Mayor 
GMC, Chief Secretary, SC Gupta, Law Secretary, JB Rai, 
Heads of Departments, offiicers and students.

The welcome address was presented by the Chef 
Secretary of Sikkim, while the programme concluded 
with the vote of thanks proposed by LR-cum-Secre-
tary Law.

Important to...

[SCSC] and Press Club of Sikkim [PCS], in which the 
former defeated the latter 8–4. Interestingly, former 
Indian football team skipper, Bhaichung Bhutia and 
national footballers, Shisil Karthak and Sagar Rai 
played for SCSC, while Indian international footballer, 
Nirmal Chettri played for PCS side.

ABYF Baptist...

The judges for the exhibition are Dr Madan Mani 
Dhakal [Sr MO to Governor of Sikkim], Tempis Namg-
yal [Senior Technical Director, NIC], Kshitiz Chettri 
[Assistant Prof Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree Col-
lege], Dr J Panda [Associate Prof. College of Agricul-
tural Engineering & Post Harvest Technology].

The exhibition will see participants from 36 
schools from different districts. The top ten schools 
selected during this exhibition will be representing 
the State in the Eastern India Science Fair 2020 to be 
held in Birla Industrial and Technological Museum, 
Kolkata from 14–18 Jan, 2020. 

Apart from that, NCERT will go through the write-
ups and video CD of models of winning ten schools 
and invite the shortlisted schools next year in the 
month of November 2020 for the 47th Jawahar Lal 
Nehru National Level Science, Mathematics and En-
vironment Exhibition for Children 2020 to be held in 
one of the State capitals. This year three schools from 
Sikkim are participating in the 46th Jawahar Lal Neh-
ru National Level Science, Mathematics and Environ-
ment Exhibition for children 2019 to be held in Rai-
pur, Chhattisgarh.

state level...

was drafted by late BJP leader Arun Jaitley when he 
was the Union Law Minister and argued that there 
was no need to send it to a select committee as it has 
already undergone the scrutiny of the standing com-
mittee of Lok Sabha.

He said the Supreme Court’s direction in April 
2014 regarding framing transgenders has also been 
kept in mind.

The Supreme Court had recognised the transgen-
der community as a third gender along with male and 
female in April 2014.

Earlier, DMK leader Tiruchi Siva stressed that 
given the sensitivity of the issue and the insult, dis-
crimination and atrocities inflicted on the transgen-
der community, the bill should be sent to the select 
committee.

“We can wait for another six weeks till the next 
session for such a crucial bill’s scrutiny for slow and 
steady legislation” to provide full justice to the com-
munity. The bill in the present form has several lacu-
nae, Siva said.

The transgender community has been treated as 
“untouchables” and have been subjected to “ridicule” 
and “discrimination” which is the moral failure of the 
society, he said.

Citing how the private members’ bill brought by 
him in the Rajya Sabha in 2014 was passed by the 
House but the BJP scuttled it in the Lok Sabha, Siva 
said such crucial bill this time was passed by the Lok 
Sabha without any discussion on August 5 as the 
House was busy discussing abrogation of Article 370 
in Jammu & Kashmir.

V Vijaysai Reddy (YSRCP) said the transgenders 
should be allowed self-certification and added that 
the bill be sent to the Select Committee.

Derek O’ Brien (Trinamool) also said that select 
committee should scrutiny it and added that the mat-
ter is not “politics”.

He pointed out that it was an irony that the pun-
ishment for a person raping a transgender was bare-
ly six months to 2 years whereas the same in case of 
women was 10 years or life imprisonment and in case 
of girl up to 12 years, the minimum punishment was 
20 years which could go up to death penalty.

K Keshava Rao (TRS) said there is a need to relook 
the legislation and added that the members should be 
given the right to self determination of the gender as 
confidentiality is lost in the present process.

He also expressed ire over the “miniscule budget” 
allotted by the Centre for transgenders.

Rupa Ganguly (BJP) said that the passage of the 
Bill will lead to a dignified life to the community mem-
bers. A Navaneethakrishnan (AIADMK) also support-
ed the bill.

Parliament passes...

It said the owner or occupier of the place that 
stocks e-cigarettes should voluntarily prepare a list of 
such stock in his possession and without delay submit 
the stock to the nearest authorised officer.

However, trade bodies promoting e-cigarettes, us-
ers and other stakeholders have been opposing the 
government’s move to ban the alternative smoking 
device, alleging that it was a draconian step taken in 
haste to protect the conventional cigarette industry.

Lok Sabha...

North observes Constitution Day 

Constitution Day observed in Namchi

Mamring school observes constitution day
SUMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

Mamring Senior Sec-
ondary School, East 

Sikkim, observed Consti-
tution Day with the read-
ing out of the Preamble 
by Principal, teachers, 
staff and students in the 
school assembly today, a 
press release informs. 

Principal of the 
school, Prahlad Sharma 
briefed the assembly 
about the importance of 
26 Nov. He talked about 
India’s Independence 
movement, Constituent 
Assembly, and the var-
ious stages involved in 
the making of the Con-
stitution.

As part of the Consti-
tution Day celebration, 
an essay writing compe-
tition, under the super-
vision of PGT Political 
Science, IP Khatiwara 
was also organized in 
two categories. 

Classes IX to XII 
(Maximum 800 words) 
on Fundamental Duties 
and Fundamental Rights: 
A Comparative Analysis 
or Directive Principles of 
State Policy and Role of 
State in Governance.

Classes VI to VIII 
(Maximum 600 words) 
on The Making of Indian 
Constitution

Or Salient Features of 
the Constitution of India

The two best essays 
at each level from the 
school are sent to the 
HQ, Education Depart-

ment, Gangtok. 
In the afternoon ses-

sion, the NSS Unit con-
ducted a program on Ek 
Bharat Shreshta Bharat 
for the students. Since 
Delhi has been paired 
with Sikkim under Ek 
Bharat Shreshta Bharat, 
PGT Nepali, DN Sapko-
ta delivered a speech on 
Language and Dress of 
the people of Delhi while 
PGT History, Puspa Devi 
Limboo presented on 
culture, history, tourist 
places, etc, of Delhi. 

Principal of Mamring 

School, Prahlad Sharma 
talked about the impor-
tance of the program and 
NSS PO, Bikash Bhattarai 
highlighted about unity 
in diversity.  

In the evening assem-
bly, Fit India Week was 
observed by conducting 
aerobic exercise, yogic 
postures, PT and drill for 
students. The trainers 
were LDC, Chuki Lep-
cha, TT faculty, Roselima 
Lepcha, ICT Faculty, Nar-
gis Laila, NSS PO, Bikash 
Bhattarai and PET, Kashi 
Nath Luitel.

Mangan, 26 Nov (IPR): 
North Sikkim observed 
the 70th Constitution 
Day here in front of Dis-
trict Administrative Cen-
tre, Mangan, today.

On this day in 1949, 
the Constituent Assem-
bly of India adopted the 
Constitution of India 
which came into effect 
on 26 Jan, 1950. The day 
was later announced as 
the Constitution Day on 
19 Nov, 2015 by the Gov-
ernment of India.

The Preamble of Con-
stitution of India was 
read out by the District 
Collector, North, Tenzing 
T Kaleon and same was 
followed by the Gov-
ernment employees of 
various Departments as-
sembled in front of the 
District Administrative 
Centre.

The DC/N, Mr Kaleon 
informed that there will 
be a National level cam-
paign on creating aware-

ness regarding a very 
important feature of the 
Constitution-the Fun-
damental Duties. This 
campaign would start 
on 26 Nov, 2019 and 
culminate on 14 Apr, 
2020 i.e. Dr BR Ambed-
kar’s Birth Anniversary.

For the campaign, 
the Department of Law, 
Justice & Parliamentary 
Affairs Department has 
been designated as the 
Nodal Department. 

Number of activities 
will be scheduled from 
26 Nov, 2019 upto 14 
Apr, 2020 to sensitize 
the people regarding the 
exalted values and the 
precepts enshrined in 
the Constitution. In addi-
tion, Gram Panchayat and 
Urban Local Bodies will 
also organize meetings 
to sensitize the people 
about important fea-
ture of the Constitu-
tion as part of the cam-
paign, he added.

Namchi, 26 Nov (IPR): 
District Administrative 
Centre, Namchi, ob-
served Constitution Day 
at the Conference hall of 
DAC, today. The Constitu-
tion of India was adopted 
on 26 Nov, 1949 and lat-
er came into effect on 26 
Jan, 1950.

District Collector (S), 
Ragul K read out the pre-
amble of the Constitu-
tion of India to all the 
officials, staff and mem-
bers from Non-Govern-
mental Organisations 
(NGO) who were also 
present on the occasion.

The officials also 
highlighted the im-
portance of the Con-
stitution and shared 
the various ideas of 

Dr Ambedkar, who is 
known as the architect 
of the Constitution of 
India. 

Present on the occa-
sion were ASP (S), Jay-
apandiyan J, SDM Nam-
chi, Chiran Rizal, Joint 
Director Land Revenue, 
DK Rai, SDPO Namchi, 
Prakash Subba along 
with officials and staff 
from the various De-
partments and mem-
bers of NGOs. 

Similarly, South Dis-
trict Zilla Panchayat 
Office, Namchi also ob-
served the day. ADC De-
velopment Namchi, CP 
Rai read out the pream-
ble of the Constitution 
of India to all the officers 
and staff present.

Dikchu School NSS observes 
Constitution Day

Gujarat team visits KVK South 
to study organic farming

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 26 Nov:

The NSS Unit of Dik-
chu Senior Secondary 

School, East Sikkim ob-
served the 70th Constitu-
tion Day by conducting a 
special assembly.  

On the occasion, the 
objective of assembly 
was to commemorate 
the creation and sign-
ing of the supreme law 
of the land. Programme 
officer, Arjun Pradhan 
briefed about the Con-
stitution of India and its 
importance to the citi-
zens of India.  

NSS Volunteer, 
Abishek Chettri deliv-
ered a short speech on 
the importance of the 

Constitution while NSS 
Volunteer, Tikaram Sun-
war, highlighted some 
important facts about 
the Constitution. 

The Preamble of the 
Constitution was read 
out by Principal, Dr Sa-
roza Pradhan followed 
by students and teach-
ers. The NSS Volunteers 
also exhibited placards 
with fundamental rights 
and duties. 

The programme 
concluded with full pa-
triotism and singing of 
National Anthem. Sim-
ilarly, the NSS Volun-
teers also organized Ek 
Bharat Shrestha Bharat 
program on Monday at 
the school premises.

SUMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

A team led by Princi-
pal and Dean, Dr MV 

Patel, BA College of Agri-
culture, Anand Agricul-
tural University, Gujarat 
along with Assistant 
Professors visited KVK 
South Sikkim.

Today, on the second 
day of their visit, the 
team visited farmers’ 

fields. These officials are 
on tour to study the im-
plementation of organic 
farming in the state and 
various technologies 
which can boost organic 
farming. 

The team had interac-
tion with officials of KVK 
South Sikkim and visited 
KVK farm. They were also 
taken to progressive farm-
ers’ fields at Perbing tar.

Samvidhan Diwas observed 
at DAC Gyalshing

Gyalshing, 26 Nov (IPR): 
Constitution Day, also 
known as Samvidhan Di-
vas, was observed here at 
the District Administra-
tive Centre in Gyalshing, 
West Sikkim, today.

The Constituent As-
sembly of India adopted 
the Constitution of India 
on 26 Nov, 1949 which 
later came into effect on 
26 Jan, 1950.

On the occasion, the 
Preamble was read out 
by the gathering under 

the guidance of Superin-
tendent of Police, West, 
Tenzing L Lepcha, ac-
companied by Additional 
District Magistrate, Kar-
ma L Lepcha, Additional 
Superintendent of Police, 
PVG Satish, and Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate (HQ), 
Tushar G Nikhare.

It may be recalled 
the the Government of 
India declared 26 Nov 
as Constitution Day on 
19 Nov, 2015 by a ga-
zette notification. 

Drug peddler escapes the noose twice
Kolkata, Nov 26 (PTI): 
A drug peddler was lucky 
to escape the noose twice 
as the Calcutta High 
Court on Tuesday com-
muted his death sentence 
for the second time after 
having given him a sim-
ilar reprieve in another 
case in 2012.

The 75-year-old drug 
peddler, who was ar-
rested in 2002, was 
sentenced to 30 years 
in prison by a division 
bench comprising Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi 
and Suvra Ghosh that 
commuted his death 
penalty.

Anisur Rahman, who 
was convicted of pos-
sessing a large quantity 
of drugs, will remain in 
prison for another 13 
years to complete the 
sentence awarded to him 
on Tuesday.

He was arrested in 
2002 from his Salt Lake 
residence with 3.5 kg of 
heroin by the Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) 
and has been in prison 
since then.

Rahman was also 
charged in another case 
for possession of con-
traband drugs weighing 
over 2 kg.

The City Sessions 
Court awarded him the 
death penalty in con-
nection with the second 

case in 2006 under Sec-
tion 31A of the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act.

Rahman moved an 
appeal before the high 
court, which commuted 
his death sentence to 
15 years of rigorous im-
prisonment.

Meanwhile, his trial 
in the first case was com-
pleted before the Bara-
sat district and sessions 
court, which also award-
ed him the death penalty 
after finding him guilty in 
2014 since he was a re-
peat offender.

Rahman again moved 
an appeal before the high 
court challenging the 
death penalty, his lawyer 
Indrajit De said.

Passing its order on 
Tuesday, the bench pre-
sided by Justice Bagc-
hi observed that since 
the capital punishment 
has been made optional 
through an amendment, 
Rahman may be grant-
ed relief in the form 
of commutation of the 
death sentence.

Section 31A of NDPS 
Act was amended in 
2014, which made it 
optional for the judge 
to award the death sen-
tence instead of being 
compulsory punishment 
for commercial posses-
sion of narcotics.
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CapitalTIMES

CoNTRIBUTIoNS INVITED FoR AMBA 
SCHooL LIBRARY UPGRADATIoN

Wandering Souls of Sikkim is excited to announce our plan 
to upgrade the school library of Govt. Secondary School, 

Amba, East Sikkim. This will be fourth such upgradation of 
school libraries by WSOS. 

We have successfully upgraded 3 school libraries so far with 
the support and contributions of our generous patrons and are 
looking forward to receive more such contributions. 

We request all to kindly contribute books either old or new 
or cash for the upgradation of school library at Amba. 

Our Library Initiative is aimed at upgrading School libraries 
specially in rural areas of the state and for laying a foundation 
for better future of our young minds studying in these schools. 

To Contribute Contact WSOS at 7384639193.

SSLSA observes Constitution Day

Training on Farm Journalism gets underway
SUMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

The Extension Educa-
tion Institute (EEI-

NE Region) under Min-
istry of Agriculture & 
Farmers’ Welfare, Govt. 
of India, Assam Agricul-
tural University, Jorhat in 
collaboration with State 
Agriculture Extension 
Management and Train-
ing Institute, (SAMETI 
Sikkim) is organizing a 
four-day training pro-
gramme on “Farm Jour-
nalism and Production of 
Mass Media”. 

Around 30 Assistant 
Technology Managers 
(ATMs) from the entire 
district and ATMAs un-
der Agriculture Depart-
ment are taking part in 
the training, a press re-
lease informs.

The Resource Per-
sons for the training are 

Dr AK Bhattacharyya 
(Professor EEI), H Das 
(Research Associate-EEI) 
and Diwaker Lamichaney 
(VLW-SAMETI).

The training was in-
augurated today in the 

presence of Director SA-
METI, NC Tonyot, Deputy 
Director-SAMETI, Preeti 
Moktan, ADO-SAMETI, 
Praveen Rai, Inspector, 
Anjana Pradhan, Gender 
Coordinator-SAMETI, 

Ushnata Priya Thapa and 
SAMETI Staff.

The Director SAME-
TI while welcoming the 
guests and the partici-
pants mentioned that in 
order to train the ATMA 

Field Functionaries in 
Farm Journalism and 
Production of Mass Me-
dia and to update them 
with latest media tech-
nologies this training 
was proposed by SAMETI 

to EEI Jorhat. 
She encouraged the 

participants to take full 
advantage of the train-
ing and to implement the 
same in field to uplift the 
farming community of the 

State. She also mentioned 
that after the training 
there will be an evaluation 
where all the participants 
have to prepare at least 
one success story of an 
achiever farmer. 

Dr AK Bhattacharyya 
(Professor EEI), while 
addressing the partic-
ipants and the officials 
presented a brief infor-
mation on the training 
course where some ma-
jor topics like concept 
and principles of journal-
ism with special reference 
to farm journalism, Mass 
Media and its uses in ag-
ricultural extension, Basic 
techniques of photography, 
Tips for writing Success 
Stories, etc were shared.

The first day of the 
training had lectures by 
Dr AK Bhattacharyya and 
H Das on various aspects 
of Farm Journalism.

SUMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority (SSL-

SA) observed Constitu-
tion Day on 26 Nov, 2019 
in the office premises 
of SSLSA, Development 
Area, Gangtok, to cele-
brate the 70th Anniver-
sary of the adoption of 
the Constitution of India. 

As per a press re-
lease, the day was ob-
served with reading of 
the ‘Preamble’, to the 
Constitution of India 

by the Member Sec-
retary, SSLSA, Staff of 
SSLSA and participants 
comprising of Students 
and Teacher-in-Charge 
of the Legal Literacy 
Clubs of Schools in East 
Sikkim namely Deo-
rali Senior Secondary 
School, Modern Senior 
Secondary School, En-
chey Senior Secondary 
School, Palzor Namgyal 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School, West Point Se-
nior Secondary School, 
Tashi Namgyal Senior 

Secondary School and 
Sikkim Government 
Law College, Burtuk.

On the occasion, the 
Member Secretary, SSL-
SA appraised the gath-
ering of the significance 
of the Constitution Day 
and sensitized the par-
ticipants on fundamental 
duties enshrined in the 
Constitution of India by 
a Power Point presenta-
tion. A ten-minute video 
on Fundamental Duties 
was also screened for the 
participants.

State Human 
Rights 

Commission 
observes 

Constitution Day
Gangtok, 26 Nov (IPR):  
Sikkim State Human 
Rights Commission ob-
served Constitution Day 
in the office of the Com-
mission today.

Chairperson, Sikkim 
Human Rights Commis-
sion, Justice Vijai Ku-
mar Bist administered 
the Constitution Day 
pledge to the Members, 
Officers and staff of the 
Commission.

In his brief address, 
Justice Bist elucidat-
ed the significance of 
the day and also read 
out the Preamble of the 
Constitution.

Teeta Rangeet 
MSME Utsav 
at DHH 
next week
SUMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

The Dept of Commerce 
& Industries has an-

nounced plans to orga-
nize a 3-day trade fair, 
“Teeta Rangeet MSME 
Utsav,” at the Directorate 
of Handloom & Handi-
crafts at Zero Point here 
from 03–05 Dec.

The trade fair is being 
supported by the Na-
tional Small Industries 
Corporation, Ministry 
of MSME, and seeks to 
provide a marketing 
platform to the state’s 
entrepreneurs. 

The event will pro-
vide entrepreneurs here 
with access to buyers 
and the sellers through 
a B2B meet and con-
clave, an official com-
muniqué informs. 

The event will also 
be providing mentor sup-
port to entrepreneurs 
through the Startup India 
team. Investors and the 
agencies supporting the 
export credit cover will 
also be participating in 
the event, it is informed.

West District 
observes 
Constitution 
Day
Gyalshing, 26 Nov (IPR): 
The Constitution Day 
(National Law Day), also 
known as Samvidhan Di-
vas was observed here 
at the District Adminis-
trative Centre, West in 
a befitting manner to 
commemorate the adop-
tion of the Constitution 
of India. The Constituent 
Assembly of India adopt-
ed the Constitution of In-
dia on 26 Nov, 1949, and 
it came into effect on 26 
Jan, 1950.

On the occasion, the 
Preamble was read out 
by the gathering under 
the guidance of the Su-
perintendent of Police, 
Tenzing L Lepcha, ac-
companied by Additional 
District Magistrate, Kar-
ma L Lepcha, Additional 
Superintendent of Police, 
PVG Satish, and Tushar G 
Nikhare, SDM/HQ.

The Government of 
India declared 26 Novem-
ber as Constitution Day 
on 19 November 2015 
by a gazette notification. 
The Prime Minister of In-
dia, Narendra Modi made 
the declaration on 11 Oct, 
2015 while laying the 
foundation stone of the 
BR Ambedkar’s Statue 
of Equality memorial in 
Mumbai. 

The year of 2015 was 
the 125th birth anniver-
sary of Ambedkar, who 
had chaired the drafting 
committee of the Con-
stituent Assembly and 
played a pivotal role in 
the drafting of the con-
stitution. Previously this 
day was celebrated as 
National Law Day. 26 No-
vember was chosen to 
spread the importance 
of the constitution and 
to spread thoughts and 
ideas of Ambedkar.

GoVERNMENT oF SIKKIM
SoCIAL JUSTICE & WELFARE DEPARTMENT
LUMSEY, 5TH MILE, TADoNG, EAST SIKKIM

No: 40/SJ&WD/CPS/2019              Dated: 12/11/2019

NoTICE
Applications are invited from interested persons, preferably 
local, for appointment as members in the Sikkim Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights. The applicant should be a gradu-
ate degree holder having experience in the field of:

i) Education
ii) Child health, care, welfare or child development,
iii) Juvenile justice or care of neglected or marginalized chil-

dren or children with disabilities.
iv)  Elimination of child labour or children in distress.
v) Child psychology or sociology and
vi)  Laws relating to children, as prescribed by section 17(2) 

(b) of the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005.
The applicant may submit their resume along with relevant docu-

ments and certificate in the above mentioned field(s),. For further 
details, they may contact Dy. Secretary (CPS), Social Justice & Wel-
fare Department on or before 11.12.2019 by 4.30 P.M.

Sd/-
Additional Secretary –cum- Director (CPS)

Social Justice & Welfare Department. 
 R.O. No. 252/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Date: 14.11.19
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Children First
Use the winter break to appoint 

schools better

Another academic year is drawing to an end bring-
ing the opportunity to celebrate another year of 

learning. More than that though, this is should be taken 
as a pause to take stock, evaluate and improve.

Since this is the end of a school year, let us begin 
with school infrastructure. It is important for the con-
cerned agencies to invite detailed updates from schools 
across the State about the health of the infrastructure 
provided to them. There continue to be schools here 
which still carry the scars of the 18 September 2011 
earthquake and others which have still not received the 
level of upgradation that they require and deserve. The 
18 September earthquake impacted school infrastruc-
ture extensively in Sikkim and not all the damage can 
be blamed exclusively to the intensity of the temblor; 
a lot of what was lost in schools was more due to poor 
workmanship and inexcusable disinterest towards en-
suring safer campuses for the young. A clear commit-
ment needs to be made to ensure that such compro-
mises are neither allowed, nor tolerated, ever. From 
there, one can start working towards infrastructure 
creation which prioritises the needs and requirements 
of the young. A stronger resolve needs to undertaken to 
ensure that the grooming of children is not sacrificed 
to opportunist profiteering. With this commitment in 
place, the winter break should be invested towards not 
just staffing Sikkim’s government schools more ade-
quately, but also to ensure that students receive not just 
basic infrastructure and are provided best quality facil-
ities. Start with proper toilets in every school, provide 
reliable drinking water facilities, make the classrooms 
more inviting and the campuses better maintained 
and safer. Next, ensure that schools have computers, 
and ideally also internet, proper labs, enough desks 
and chairs and teaching aids. Libraries are necessary, 
and now, it is also possible to go in for digital libraries 
which can offer a much more voluminous collection at 
a fraction of the cost. The Department should seriously 
consider providing this facility at all schools.

When one is already discussing issues concerning 
the young, it is also necessary to address the confusion 
the elder generation is imposing on the young nowa-
days. Generation gap has always been a challenge, and 
has become even more pronounced in these muddle of 
globalisation and identity-obsessed times. An import-
ant holiday gift in such times would be a commitment 
to help the next generation grow up without prejudic-
es. Just look around, the world as we know it is turning 
into a global village, but even as WTO is fudging inter-
national boundaries as far as trade is concerned, peo-
ple are becoming more and more parochial. Almost ev-
ery district wants to express itself as a State and every 
community swears it has a unique identity indepen-
dent of all others. While it would be ill-advised to deny 
anyone their right to self-expression, it would be crimi-
nal to ignore the fact that self expression in the present 
politically charged environment almost always comes 
at the cost of denying someone else the same right. Our 
generation has abused, with alacrity, this fundamental 
right and mindsets are already fixated on ideas which 
are prejudiced and illogical. There is little that can be 
for this lot, but if we accept that things need to change, 
we could try and do better with the generation still un-
trained in the biases which we have fomented. If Sik-
kim is to remain free of the communal ill-will which 
has already swept most of the country, it needs to ad-
dress the issue more directly. The best places to start 
are the schools. It is time that classes were set aside to 
educate the younger generation on what makes their 
culture, their heritage and history. No attempts should 
be made to bring every community under one umbrel-
la and students should be allowed the chance to cele-
brate each community’s individuality. Once they know 
of other cultures and are also aware of their own, they 
will not feel threatened. There is no need to keep the 
future generation in the dark about differences which ex-
ist between different communities here. Perhaps, if they 
are well informed about the points of attrition, they will 
also be able to work out the solution that has failed oth-
ers so far. They might even discard the whole concept of 
notional contradictions. Knowing was never a threat, and 
it is half-baked notions of identity that are the most sus-
ceptible to exploitation. Can we equip the next generation 
well enough to do be able to make the distinction? 

How Pravind Jugnauth clinched 
the win in Mauritius’ elections

cartel sieges leave Mexicans wondering if criminals run the country
ANGéLICA DURáN-MARTíNEz
theconversation.com

Recent deadly attacks by criminal 
organizations have instilled fear 

across Mexico.
In mid-October, shootouts be-

tween cartels and police in the states 
of Guerrero and Michoacán killed 
over 30 people. And a 12-hour crimi-
nal assault on Culiacán, Sinaloa, after 
Mexican security forces captured the 
son of drug kingpin Joaquín “El Cha-
po” Guzmán left 13 people dead, in-
cluding at least three civilians.

On Nov. 4 the massacre of nine 
Mexican-American Mormon wom-
en and children in northern Mexico 
shocked both sides of the border.

The attacks, some carefully 
planned and executed, have made the 
Mexican government appear weak on 
organized crime. By early November, 
the hashtag #MexicoNoTienePres-
idente – Mexico has no president – 
was trending on Twitter.
MEXICo’S VIoLENT CYCLES

Security was a focus of Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador’s winning 
campaign for the presidency last year.

He proposed novel strategies to 
“pacify” Mexico, including giving am-
nesty to low-level drug traffickers who 
leave the business, and legalizing mar-
ijuana to turn a lucrative criminal mar-
ket into a regulated, commercial one.

López Obrador also promised to 
punish police and soldiers for human 
rights violations committed when 
battling cartels.

But 18 months into his six-year 
term, López Obrador’s only concrete 
security policy was the creation in 
June 2019 of a controversial new mil-
itary-style police force, the Nation-
al Guard. So far, however, Mexico’s 
70,000 National Guardsmen have 
mostly been tasked with stopping 
Central American migration.

One initiative that looked promis-
ing – an independent commission of 
forensic experts and prosecutors es-
tablished to investigate the unsolved 
2014 disappearance of 43 students 

in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero state – has 
had setbacks. In September, 24 police 
officers implicated in the students’ 
disappearances were freed from jail 
for insufficient evidence, compelling 
López Obrador’s government to file a 
judicial appeal.

Meanwhile, with 25,890 murders 
reported through September, 2019 
looks to be another record-shatter-
ingly violent year for Mexico.
No NEW DRUG WAR

My research on Mexico’s chronic 
criminal violence finds that sudden 
upticks in violence usually signal in-
creased conflict between criminal 
cartels, like the current clashes be-
tween the Cartel Jalisco Nueva Gen-
eración and the Sinaloa Cartel.

I also find that showy, coordinat-
ed attacks like those seen recently 
typically occur during political tran-
sitions or because of intense elec-
toral competition – times when the 
government cannot effectively coor-
dinate law enforcement or maintain 
corrupt criminal arrangements.

Some in Mexico argue that the 
recent cartel offensives demand an 
extreme military response. President 
Donald Trump has even offered a U.S. 
intervention.

But President López Obrador in-
sists that he will not restart the Mexi-
can government’s all-out war on car-
tels. Sending soldiers to fight crime, 
as consecutive governments have 
done since 2006, actually drove up 
violence in Mexico by creating more 
competition between organized 
crime groups and thus more retalia-
tion. Thousands of civilians have also 
been killed in the cross-fire between 
cartels and soldiers.

The president’s aversion to mili-
tarized security didn’t stop him from 
creating the Mexican National Guard. 
But it was on display in Culiacán last 
month when Mexican soldiers were 
outpowered by cartel members. 
Rather than fight to keep El Chapo’s 
son in custody, they released him.

“The capture of a criminal is not 
worth more than people’s lives,” 

López Obrador said.
The incident was widely seen as 

an embarrassment for the Mexican 
government. López Obrador’s ap-
proval rating, while still high, has de-
clined since the recent violence. But 
in times of war, deescalation is some-
times the only way to prevent more 
bloodshed. There is no easy fix for 
entrenched criminal violence. Every 
decision, every policy, has trade-offs.
INDIGENoUS RESISTANCE

That doesn’t mean the cartels 
should be left alone.

The researchers Sandra Ley, Guill-
ermo Trejo and Shannan Mattiace 
have studied how some indigenous 
communities in the dangerous south-
ern state of Guerrero have managed 
to prevent criminal infiltration of the 
police and local judiciary. One strate-
gy, they found, was quickly identify-
ing and shaming officers and judges 
who collude with cartels.

Having trustworthy institutions 
has, in turn, enabled these commu-
nities to resist cartel pressures from 
within and react powerfully when 
cartels attack.

Because it draws on Mexican in-
digenous communities’ unique, long 
tradition of social mobilization, this 
strategy is not easily replicable.

But that, too, is a lesson: All vio-
lence is local. The many illegal mar-
kets that fuel the criminal business 
in Mexico – from drugs and oil theft 
to extortion and avocado distribution 
– may be national and international, 
but the cartels’ specific crime dynam-
ics are not.

The way crime groups establish 
territorial control, gain power and 
carry out attacks varies from place 
to place. So do the criminals’ political 
relationships and the ways different 
communities respond to violence.
A TEMPoRARY TURNARoUND

Take Ciudad Juárez, for example – 
just across the border from El Paso, 
Texas.In 2010, Juárez was the most 
violent city in the world. By 2012, vio-
lence had dropped by 60%. Some an-
alysts and politicians credited Todos 

Somos Juárez – “We Are All Juarez” 
– a federal program that funded 160 
short-term social improvement proj-
ects like new housing, sports pro-
grams and improved public security 
infrastructure.

But violence also decreased in 
Juárez, my research shows, because 
the federal security forces occupying 
the city, who were responsible for 
many abuses of power, largely with-
drew in 2011. Plus, the Sinaloa Cartel 
eventually prevailed in its turf war 
with the Juárez Cartel.

Ciudad Juárez’s turnaround was 
temporary. As a result of increased 
competition between cartels, new 
armed factions and local gangs, ho-
micides in the city increased 700% 
last year.

U.S. immigration policy is hurting 
Ciudad Juárez, too. The thousands of 
migrants forced to await their U.S. 
asylum hearings in Mexico – many of 
them homeless – have become easy 
prey for organized crime, according 
to the U.S. Immigration Policy Cen-
ter at the University of San Diego. 
Kidnapping and robbery are way up 
along the U.S.-Mexico border.
ALL CRIME IS LoCAL

The Juárez and Guerrero exam-
ples suggest that Mexico may have to 
tackle crime not only federally, with 
its new National Guard, but also city 
by city. That may mean federal fi-
nancing and training of elite, reliable 
local civilian police forces, learning 
from indigenous towns in Guerrero. 
It could mean funding social pro-
grams like Juárez’s, to get at the root 
causes of violence.

It will certainly require partner-
ing with local political and civilian 
allies who understand how criminal 
gangs exert their power.

City-specific security strategies 
won’t show immediate results. But 
they can help restore the Mexican 
government’s legitimacy and control 
in a country besieged by cartels. 

[the writer is Associate Professor 
of Political Science, University 

of Massachusetts Lowell]

RoUKAYA KASENALLY
theconversation.com

Mauritius has elected the incumbent, Pravind 
Kumar Jugnauth, as prime minister. His Mil-

itant Socialist Movement won a comfortable ma-
jority in the election on November 7, 2019. Moi-
na Spooner from The Conversation Africa asked 
Roukaya Kasenally for insights into how Jugnauth 
clinched the win.

Who is Pravind Kumar Jugnauth and how did 
he come to power?

Pravind Kumar Jugnauth became Mauritius’ 
prime minister in January 2017, when his father, Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth, stepped down. Sir Anerood held 
the post of prime minister three times, totalling more 
than 18 years. He was also appointed the president 
of Mauritius (a mostly ceremonial position) in 2003.

Even though the father-to-son transition is con-
stitutionally allowed, it has raised concerns about 
dynastic politics. Pravind Jugnauth is now the fifth 
prime minister of independent Mauritius, howev-
er all but one prime minister have come from two 
families: the Ramgoolams or Jugnauths. The Ram-
goolams have been at the helm of the Mauritius 
Labour Party; the Jugnauths founded and led the 
Militant Socialist Movement.

This concentration of power does not augur 
well for the often celebrated image of Mauritius as 
Africa’s shining democratic model.

Anerood Jugnauth is often referred to as the fa-
ther of the Mauritian economic miracle. Under his 
leadership the island experienced an unprecedent-
ed economic boom as a result of policies which 
supported export-oriented manufacturing (mainly 
textiles), sugar, and tourism.

But a number of concerns have been raised 
about the manner in which cronyism has been 
practised by successive regimes. This has had an 
often detrimental effect it has on the management 
of key institutions such as the state trading corpo-
ration, or the central electricity board. These are 
sometimes staffed with close kin or political back-
ers, regardless of their skill base.

The party won the 2019 election by a comfort-
able majority. What could account for this?

It was a snap election and the campaign was 
short and intense. Jugnauth’s Militant Socialist 
Movement is one of the three major political par-
ties in Mauritius and is said to espouse centre left 
politics. Its electoral base is essentially from the 
Hindu community, which accounts for about half of 
the island’s population.

The Militant Socialist Movement contested the 
election in coalition with smaller parties under the 
banner “Alliance Morisien”. The coalition bagged 

around 63% of the seats in parliament but scored 37% 
in the popular vote. The coalition led by the Mauritius 
Labour Party got 22% of the electable seats and 34% 
of the popular vote. The Mauritian Militant Movement 
won 13% of the seats and 20% of the popular vote.

The discrepancy between seats won and popu-
lar vote is due to the current electoral model: “first 
past the post”. In this model a simple majority is 
required to be elected which means it can crowd 
out smaller parties and independent candidates.

The Militant Socialist Movement’s win can be 
attributed to a combination of factors.

First, Pravind Kumar Jugnauth’s government 
introduced key measures such as the minimum 
wage and increased pensions for the elderly. It also 
brought changes to the labour law (enacting the 
Workers’ Rights Act) and made education in public 
universities free.

His government also oversaw some important 
infrastructure projects, such as the first phase of the 
Light Railway Project, which will pass through five 
towns. People could see and relate to such outcomes. 
Although Pravind Jugnauth was prime minister for 
only two years of the previous five year mandate, he 
is lauded for initiating the railway project, which the 
previous government failed to get moving.

Jugnauth’s election win also owes something to 
the power of incumbency. For example, his party 
used the state media extensively.

But it should also be highlighted that, since the 
announcement of the results, the opposition and 
civil society organisations have voiced concerns 
over what they view as a number of irregularities. 
These range from a significant number of voters 
that were unable to vote, marked ballot papers dis-
covered after voting outside counting centres and 
the inexperience of staff recruited to work during 
the election. The opposition is now filing a case 
on this in the Supreme Court. This is the first time 
election results in Mauritius have faced such grave 
contestation since the country’s independence.

What are the challenges Jugnauth faces in his 
next tenure?

The major and immediate challenge will be 
economic. The sugar and textile sectors are in 
the danger zone. Once the pillars of the Mauritian 
economy, they have dwindled in importance due to 
the phasing out of all forms of protected and pref-
erential markets.

To deal with this, and improve its status to that 
of a high income economy, the country is already try-

ing to promote other areas such as the knowledge 
economy, artificial intelligence and the ocean econo-
my. These are entirely new areas which will require 
new sets of skills and knowledge and a new ecosys-
tem. One of the major concerns of Pravind Jugnauth’s 
government is to contain the public debt. It currently 
stands at 65%, driven by infrastructure projects and 
the injection of public capital into two faltering banks. 
And the election campaign contained promises that 
will add large costs. They included a 42% increase in 
pensions and a review of pay and grading conditions 
for public sector workers, who make up more than 
45% of the Mauritian workforce.

In addition, the government needs to pay atten-
tion to rising inequality and the high (25%) level of 
unemployment among the youth.

Does dynastic politics have a future if it can’t 
deliver on election promises?

The leaders of the Mauritian Militant Move-
ment and the Mauritius Labour Party are ageing 
and there is no real competition for their positions. 
The only political leader who is relatively young is 
Pravind Jugnauth (57) and he is likely to remain 
the uncontested leader of the Militant Socialist 
Movement for years.

One must ask what is meant by electoral prom-
ises. Does it mean a catalogue list of populist mea-
sures or a serious discussion around the forging of 
a social contract with the citizens? 

[the writer is Associate Professor in Media 
and Political Systems, University of Mauritius]



5SummitTIMES | 27 November 2019NeighbourhoodWATCH
Bengal BJP president accused 

of violating poll code
Bru refugees seek subsistence allowance 

resumption as repatriation deadline nears
Agartala/Aizawl, Nov 
26 (PTI): Bru refugees 
lodged in relief camps 
in Tripura have urged 
the Centre to restart its 
subsistence allowances, 
days before the Tripura 
government puts an end 
to the free ration supply 
to the displaced people.

The Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) 
had discontinued its al-
lowances, including ra-
tion supplies and cash 
dole, to the Bru refugees 
from September 30.

However, follow-
ing claims of starvation 
deaths of six people in the 
refugee camps and over a 
week-long road blockade 
by the displaced families, 
the state government 
decided upon providing 
free ration to them earli-
er this month.

“The Tripura govern-
ment would supply the 
free ration to the Brus 
till November 30 and 
it is unclear whether it 
will be continued beyond 
that date,” official sourc-
es said.

Altogether 4,447 
displaced Bru families, 
lodged in relief camps 
at Kanchanpur and Pa-
nisagar sub-divisions of 

North Tripura district, 
are scheduled to return 
to neighbouring Mizoram 
from where they started 
fleeing since 1997 fol-
lowing ethnic clashes.

The ninth and “final” 
round of the repatriation 
process of the Bru refu-
gees will come to an end 
on November 30.

The Mizoram Bru 
Displaced People’s Fo-
rum (MBDPF), in a com-
munication to the Centre 
on Monday, demanded 
resumption of the sub-
sistence allowances.

The displaced Brus 
would not agree to be 
repatriated to Mizoram 
“until and unless their 
small and simple de-
mands are fulfilled,” the 
MBDPF said in a letter to 
A P Maheshawari, Special 
Secretary (Internal Secu-
rity), Ministry of Home 
Affairs.

The MBDPF also 
said that the Bru ref-
ugees would “take ini-
tiatives with all their 
might” to meet the 
challenges for conclu-
sion of the long-pend-

ing displacement issue.
“We strongly believed 

that the chapter of dis-
placed Brus would be 
closed down as soon as 
possible in one way or 
the other,” the letter said.

A total of 1,020 Bru 
refugees belonging to 
252 families have re-
turned to Mizoram 
during the ninth round of 
the repatriation process 
that commenced on Oc-
tober 3, officials said.

The vexed Bru issue 
started from September, 
1997, following demands 

of a separate autono-
mous district council 
by carving out areas of 
western Mizoram ad-
joining Bangladesh and 
Tripura.

The situation was ag-
gravated by the murder 
of a forest guard in the 
Dampa Tiger Reserve 
in western Mizoram by 
Bru National Liberation 
Front insurgents on Oc-
tober 21 that year.

The first attempt to 
repatriate the Brus from 
Tripura was made in No-
vember 2009. 

People should follow every 
word of Constitution: Mamata

Rhinos to be reintroduced at Corbett The post of constitutional head of Bengal 
is seriously compromised : Dhankhar

West Bengal CM remembers 
Mumbai terror attack victims 

Mumbai City feel at home in NorthEast

strong quake hits albania; at least 4 dead, 150 injured

Kolkata, Nov 26 (PTI): 
West Bengal governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who 
has been loggerheads 
with the TMC govern-
ment in the state, on 
Tuesday hit out at it say-
ing the post of the con-
stitutional head of the 
state has been “seriously 
compromised”.

The situation is “un-
precedented and chal-
lenging”, he said and 
asked the lawmakers to 
listen to their conscience.

Dhankhar was speak-
ing at the special session 
of West Bengal assembly 
on ‘Constitution Day’ to 
mark the 70th anniver-

sary of adoption of the 
Constitution by the Con-
stituent Assembly.

“The post of the con-
stitutional head of the 
state has been serious-
ly compromised. This is 
unprecedented and chal-
lenging situation. I would 
call upon the lawmakers 
to ask their conscience,” 
the governor said.

Dhankhar has been 
at loggerheads with the 
state government on a 
number of issues since 
assuming charge in July.

TMC lawmakers 
were heard shouting ‘Jai 
Bangla, Jai Hind’ as he 
left the house.

Kolkata, Nov 26 (PTI): 
Remembering the vic-
tims of the Mumbai ter-
ror attacks, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday 
paid tributes to civilians 
and security personnel 
who risked their lives to 
protect people on this 
day in 2008.

Urging people to fight 
terror unitedly, the chief 
minister said, she shared 
the grief of the bereaved 
families.

“Today is the 11th an-
niversary of 26/11 #Mum-
baiAttacks. Solemnly re-

membering those who lost 
their lives on that day. My 
thoughts with their fami-
lies. Homage to the brave 
police officers, military, and 
civilians, who risked their 
lives to save people. Let us 
unitedly fight terror,” Ba-
nerjee tweeted.

In one of the deadli-
est terror attacks in the 
country’s history, 166 
people, including securi-
ty personnel and foreign-
ers, were killed and over 
300 injured when 10 
heavily-armed terrorists 
from Pakistan created 
mayhem in Mumbai.

Tirana (Albania), Nov 
26 (AP): A strong earth-
quake shook Albania ear-
ly Tuesday, killing at least 
four people, injuring 150 
and collapsing buildings.

The US Geological 
Survey said the mag-
nitude 6.4 quake was 
centered 30 kilometers 
northwest of the capital, 
Tirana. It had at a depth 
of 20 kilometers.

The Defense Ministry 
said a man and a wom-
an were killed when a 
building collapsed in 
Thumane, 36 kilometers 
north of Tirana.

It said another per-
son died after jumping 
from his home to escape 
shaking from the quake 
in Kurbin, 50 kilometers 
north of the capital.

Another person was 
killed when a building 
collapsed in Durres, 33 
kilometers west of Tira-
na, emergency officials 
said. Rescuers were 
working to take out other 
people from the building.

The quake was felt 
along the Albanian coast.

Authorities reported 
scores of aftershocks and 
called on people in the 

most affected areas to 
stay out of their homes.

People reported see-
ing cracks in their apart-
ment walls. People were 
seen leaving homes to go 
to open areas.

Local media reported 
that a restaurant was 
destroyed in western 
Durres. At least three 
apartment buildings 
and the power distribu-
tion station were dam-
aged in Thumane.

An earthquake in 
September in roughly the 
same area damaged hun-
dreds of homes.

Guwahati, Nov 26 (PTI): 
NorthEast United will 
look to consolidate their 
position in the top half 
of the Hero Indian Su-
per League table when 
they take on Mumbai 
City FC in the Indian 
Super League here on 
Wednesday.

The Highlanders 
have started this season 
in style as they are one 
of the three sides yet to 
face a defeat. Coach Rob-
ert Jarni seems to have 
struck a chord with the 
players and the results 
are evident with the club 
amassing eight points 
from four matches.

The Croatian would 
be pleased with the 
form of Redeem Tlang 
who has been excep-
tional with two goals to 
his name. Star striker 
Asamoah Gyan should 
make it into the match-
day squad after picking 
up an injury before the 
international break.

There is a concern 
for Jarni defensively 
with central defender 
Kai Heerings suspended 
following his involve-
ment in an on-field tus-

sle against FC Goa early 
this month.

The Highlanders’ 
assistant coach Kha-
lid Jamil was quick to 
point out that North-
East would be playing to 
their strengths against a 
strong Mumbai outfit.

“Three points against 
Mumbai is very import-
ant. There are no inju-
ries, but Kai (Heerings) 
will be missing. We will 
play like we usually do, 
and we are up against a 
very good team. So, we 
can’t take them lightly,” 
said Jamil.

Mumbai City FC will 
be pleased to welcome 
most of their players 
who were injured. Rowl-
lin Borges, Modou Sou-
gou and Mato Grgic are 
back in the squad which 
will give coach Jorge Cos-
ta some relief ahead of a 
must-win match.

The Islanders are in 
a very familiar situation 
currently. Though they 
started the season with 
four points from two 
away matches, they were 
defeated 4-2 by both 
Odisha FC and FC Goa 
at home. They had the 

same points tally after 
four games last season 
and were reeling after a 
heavy defeat to FC Goa. 
But they went on a nine-
game unbeaten run after 
that result and Costa will 
hope for a similar re-
sponse.

“We have started 
exactly like last year. 
Last season in the first 
four games we had four 
points. We started well 
and then we had some 
problems. I have full con-
fidence in my players. 
They know what they 
have to do, and I know 
what I have to do. We 
have an important game 
and we want to get three 
points,” Costa said.

“The conditions are 
perfect for my players to 
play. In Mumbai, it is too 
hot and too much hu-
midity, but then again, 
we have to be prepared 
to play under all circum-
stances. But if you ask me 
I prefer to have this kind 
of weather,” he added.

Costa will have to en-
sure that his defence is 
on their toes, having con-
ceded four goals each in 
their last two games.

Kolkata, Nov 25 (PTI): 
West Bengal BJP pres-
ident Dilip Ghosh on 
Monday was accused 
of violating the model 
code of conduct (MCC) 
during the Kharagpur 
bypolls by the TMC and 
the Congress.

They alleged that the 
BJP leader was present 
in the Kharagpur Sadar 
assembly segment and 
made statements in the 
media, despite not be-
ing a voter of the con-
stituency.

Ghosh has denied 
the allegations, terming 
these baseless.

The Trinamool Con-

gress and the Congress 
filed a complaint in this 
regard with the Elec-
tion Comssion Monday 
evening.

“Dilip Ghosh is no 
longer an MLA. He is an 
MP now and is not even 
a voter of Kharagpur. So 
what he was doing for 
the entire day managing 
party control room. Did 
he take permission of the 
EC for staying at Kharag-
pur? The answer is no. 
For the entire day he kept 
on giving bytes to televi-
sion channels just to viti-
ate the poll atmosphere,” 
TMC candidate Pradip 
Sarkar told reporters.

Views of Pradip 
Sarkar were echoed by 
senior state Congress 
leader Suvankar Sarkar, 
who too lodged a com-
plaint against Ghosh 
and urged the Election 
Commission to take ac-
tion against him. Ghosh 
denied the allegations 
and said he had all nec-
essary permissions.

“I have not violated 
the model code of con-
duct and have all neces-
sary permissions. The 
allegations are baseless,” 
he said.

The Election Commis-
sion said they were look-
ing into the complaint.

Kolkata, Nov 26 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Tuesday said people 
of the country should 
follow the ideals as en-
shrined in the Indian 
Constitution.

On the occasion of 
the Constitution Day, 
Banerjee also paid hom-
age to Dr. B R Ambedkar 
remembering his con-
tribution in drafting the 

Constitution of India. On 
#ConstitutionDay, hom-
age to Dr BR Ambedkar 
and the Constituent As-
sembly who gave shape 
to our great democracy.

Let us live every word 
of the Constitution: Sov-
ereign, Socialist, Secular 
and Democratic Repub-
lic, Justice, Liberty, Fra-
ternity, and Equality, Ba-
nerjee tweeted.

The government is 

celebrating November 
26 as the Constitution 
Day asit was on this day 
in 1949 that the Con-
stitution was adopted, 
and, thereafter, came 
into force on January 
26, 1950, marking the 
beginning of India as a 
republic.

The Centre had in 
2015 declared Novem-
ber 26 as the Constitu-
tion Day.

Dehradun, Nov 26 (PTI): 
Rhinos will be reintro-
duced at the Corbett Ti-
ger Reserve on an exper-
imental basis and a vol-
untary protection force 
will be set up in villages 
vulnerable to man-ani-
mal conflicts.

The decisions were 
among several others 
taken at the 14th meet-
ing of the Uttarakhand 
Wildlife Board chaired by 
Chief Minister Trivendra 
Singh Rawat at the secre-
tariat here on Tuesday.

State Forest and Envi-
ronment Minister Harak 
Singh Rawat and head of 
Forest Force Jairaj also 
attended the meeting.

In a presentation 
made on proposed rein-
troduction of rhinos at 
Corbett it was observed 
that the geographical 
and environmental con-
ditions at the reserve 
are highly conducive to 
its habitation.

There is minimum 
possibility of man-ani-
mal conflicts due to rhi-
nos and its presence can 
also help other animals 
at the reserve, the board 
members said.

They were of the 
opinion that reintro-
duction of rhinos at 
the reserve will also 
give a boost to tourism 
in the state.

The board also decid-
ed to raise voluntary vil-
lage protection force in 
villages where man-an-
imal conflicts are more 
frequent. The board also 
gave its nod to a study 
of the capacity of Rajaji 
and Corbett Tiger re-
serves to accommodate 
tigers and elephants be-
sides sending a proposal 
on the lines of Himachal 
Pradesh to the Centre 
seeking declaration of 
monkeys as predators.

It was also decided 
to take up installation of 
solar lights and construc-
tion of toilets in villages 
close to reserve area on a 
priority basis.
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Flawed, dysfunctional Barcelona are 
top of La Liga but not very good

SID LoWE
theGuardian

Barcelona beat Leganés 2-1 
at Butarque on Saturday 

afternoon and are top of the 
table. Undefeated, they also 
lead their Champions League 
group, ahead of Internazio-
nale and Borussia Dortmund. 
Win on Wednesday night and 
they will be mathematically 
qualified from the compe-
tition’s hardest group with 
a game to spare. They have 
lost just one of their last 11 
matches, winning nine, and 
have scored more league 
goals than anybody in 
Spain: seven more than sec-
ond-placed Real Madrid and 
more than twice as many as 
Athletic Bilbao in fifth, At-
lético Madrid in fourth and 
Sevilla in third. When they 
played Sevilla, they put four 
past them. They stuck four 
more past Celta and five past 
Betis, Valencia and Valladolid.

They have the striker who 
scored 115 over the last four 
La Liga seasons, more than 
anyone except that guy, and 
they have that guy too – the 
best player in their history 
and maybe anybody else’s his-
tory either. They won last sea-
son’s league, making it four 
of five, and were a goal off a 
probable treble. Then they 
signed Europe’s two most 
wanted players, even if nei-
ther was their players’ most 
wanted: the €75m midfield-
er made for them, voted Eu-
rope’s best, and the summer’s 
joint most expensive footbal-
ler at €126m. Their new front 
three had scored 401 league 
goals in five years; their goal-
keeper might be Spain’s best; 
they signed the full-back Bay-
ern, Madrid, City chased; have 
the kid exciting everyone; and 
this weekend’s starting XI 
cost €489m.

And they’re not very good.
A few days ago in his latest 

interview squeezed between 
sets at the Davis Cup, Gerard 
Piqué insisted: “If we’re top, 
we can’t be playing that bad-
ly.” But, yes, they can. A couple 
of days later, Ernesto Valverde 
asked why so many questions 
start with are you worried 
that…?, when the answer is 
obvious: because they’re wor-
ried. And it’s not going away; 

it’s getting worse. That day, 
Ernesto Valverde said he al-
ways leaves the press room 
suddenly “worried about 
a whole load of things”; on 
Saturday, he laughed when 
a journalist sought a way of 
asking if he was worried with-
out asking if he was worried, 
but they still were, even if he 
wasn’t – or wasn’t showing it. 
More, in fact, than ever before.

The headline on the front 
of Sport summed it up: “A 
worrying victory.”

Another one. Saturday’s 
result against Leganés is an 
improvement on last year 
– Barcelona were beaten 
then – but nothing else is. A 
goal down after 12 minutes, 
Youssef En-Nesyri bending 
a beautiful shot into the top 
corner, Barcelona turned it 
around with strikes from Luis 
Suárez and substitute Arturo 
Vidal. Afterwards Valverde 
admitted it “wasn’t brilliant”, 
which was one way of put-
ting it. Check the papers and 
there were others: “abhor-
rent,” “frightening,” “filthy”. 
Most importantly, it felt like 
a portrait of what Barcelona 
have become. As Francisco 
Cabezas neatly put it in El 
Mundo: “Arturo Vidal rescued 
Ernesto Valverde’s Barcelo-
na at the team that’s bottom. 
It’s impossible to find a bet-
ter metaphor for our times.” 

If that might not be entirely 
fair on Vidal, the man every-
one except the four-year-old 
with the mohican and the 
biro beard loves to hate when 
they shouldn’t – Vidal is much 
more Barça than it seems, the 
one midfielder to press, move, 
run, score goals – there was 
something in it. “Arturo Vital,” 
ran the front page of El Mun-
do Deportivo, and when he is 
vital, coming on to rescue you, 
there is a problem. “The feel-
ings we’re left with are bad 
ones,” the Chilean admitted.

A win does not hide 
that, or shouldn’t. Barcelo-
na started by gifting Martin 
Braithwaite an opportunity 
inside two minutes and com-
pleted a comeback thanks 
to a header from a free-kick 
and a scuffed finish off a de-
flected corner, from which the 
only reason Vidal wasn’t miles 
offside was because the ball 
bounced back to him off an op-
ponent’s leg. They did so at the 
team that have won once all 
season. Yes, Piqué hit the post, 
and Pichu Cuéllar made a su-
perb save from Luis Suárez. Yes, 
Barcelona had most of the ball. 
And, no, conditions weren’t 
good. But this was no siege, no 
avalanche of opportunities, and 
no one-off. Instead, Butarque 
laid Barcelona bare.

Barcelona started with 
four forwards and no idea, 

an empty space where one of 
the interiores should be, play-
ing a sort of 4-1-1-1-3, may-
be a 4-2-4, if you could call it 
anything at all. Slow, lacking 
ideas, barely able to open up 
lines of passes, they gave the 
ball away 135 times. Most the 
time, it wouldn’t be an exag-
geration to say they didn’t 
know what to do.

“I try to read my team-
mates’ movements, but it’s 
difficult,” Antoine Griezmann 
said recently. “It’s all new for 
me. I still don’t understand the 
runs of Suárez, Messi or Dem-
bélé. I still lack the confidence 
to pass or shoot, but it will 
come.” Forced into a left-sided 
role, nor do they understand 
his movements and if it might 
come, it hasn’t yet. The case 
of Ousmane Dembélé, now in 
his third season, is even more 
startling. Neither man did 
anything of note on Saturday. 
Again. In midfield, Frenkie 
de Jong is the only regular 
starter imposing any rhythm 
on the game, and he’s find-
ing his options limited. At the 
back, they’re overrun when 
pressed, lacking focus and 
football. But their dysfunction 
was most noticeable was at 
full-back, where Junior Firpo 
didn’t know where to go or 
what to do, unable or unwill-
ing to overlap.

This was not Saturday, 

this was systemic. Deeper 
even than that: it goes to the 
top, speaks to a culture, an 
environment where players 
are accommodated, Barcelo-
na “losing the ball, their play, 
their soul” in the words of El 
País’s Ramón Besa; a place 
where there is little leader-
ship or clear direction. It was 
striking to hear Piqué, the or-
ganiser of the Davis Cup who 
admitted that some nights he 
sleeps only four or five hours 
and who spent the last few 
days travelling back and forth 
to Madrid, say that his man-
ager asked him what the plan 
was this week. And it is hard 
to avoid the suspicion that Bar-
celona will pay for it. Already 
have, in fact: you can’t demand 
a team wins all the time, but 
Rome and Liverpool were not 
just isolated accidents and 
2015, Barcelona’s last Cham-
pions League success, feels a 
long way away now.

Win on Wednesday 
against Dortmund and they’re 
through; lose, though, and 
they will have to go to Milan 
needing a victory. Next Sun-
day they face Atlético at the 
Metropolitano. Barcelona 
have only won four of their 
last 15 Champions League 
games away, and they have 
won fewer than half their 
league games away this sea-
son. Defeated three times this 

season – as many times as in 
the whole of last year, three 
times as many as in the year 
before – this is their worst 
start on the road for eighteen 
years. In the meantime, Real 
Madrid are starting to come 
good. Winning when you’re 
not playing well is a sign of a 
title-winning team, they say, 
but just as often it’s the sign of 
a team reality will soon catch 
up with. Only one of their last 
seven goals has been scored 
from open play.

If you don’t know why you 
won, you won’t know why you 
lose either. If there is no clear 
system, the system becomes 
Messi. Instead of taking ref-
uge in the structure, they take 
refuge in him – which says 
something about personality 
as well as play, about the lack 
of a model offering alterna-
tives. And while give the ball 
to the best player there may 
have ever been might be a log-
ical enough plan sometimes, it 
can’t be your only plan. It be-
comes an abdication, removing 
responsibility, weakening them 
and him. Just because he often 
does it “alone” doesn’t mean he 
should. Or even that he wants 
to. There is a reason Messi 
wanted Neymar – a player who 
was not only good but knew it.

It is often said Barcelona 
were not that good over the 
last two years with Valverde 
but it is not entirely true. The 
flaws were there, deepened at 
Anfield but not created there. 
They have been better than 
anyone else in Spain, and if 
it was not pure, if they were 
losing their religion, it was 
sometimes good. If this was 
coming, it wasn’t here yet – 
not always, not quite like this. 
This is worse; there’s a bet-
ter squad but their problems 
weren’t addressed, includ-
ing the role of their manager. 
And now they’re all exposed. 
On a cold, windy Saturday in 
Madrid, Barcelona beat Le-
ganés to stay top of the table. 
“We’ll take it as a good thing,” 
Valverde said. “We had to win 
any way we could.”

Outside, the team bus was 
waiting. Blue and orange, un-
marked, as it headed out of 
Butarque and down the road, 
no one could tell it was Barce-
lona on board.

abuse of Jofra archer a reminder that racism remains ingrained in cricket
JoNATHAN LIEW
theGuardian

Jofra Archer has been an in-
ternational cricketer for just 

over six months and has been 
racially abused twice. Those are 
just the two incidents we know 
about. As many people of colour 
will tell you, for every comment 
that comes to light, there will 
have been dozens more that go 
unheeded: ignored or shrugged 
off so as not to cause an un-
seemly fuss, internalised and 
rationalised as simply the price 
of doing business as a non-white 
athlete in 2019.

In September Archer was 
subjected to racist barrack-
ing from Australian spectators 
during the Ashes Test at Old 
Trafford. Now, after the first Test 
between New Zealand and En-
gland at Mount Maunganui, he 
revealed he was targeted by a 
fan “yelling bbc and bc from the 
scoreboard area”. The precise 
content of the insults remains 
unverified but we can be fairly 
certain the fan in question was 
not proclaiming his love of the 
Black Caps. More telling still was 
Archer’s characterisation of the 
abuse he received: not shocking 
or surprising, but merely, as he 
put it, “a bit disturbing”. This 
was, after all, hardly a new expe-
rience. He remembers early in 
his county career sitting with his 
bib on in front of the pavilion at 
Tunbridge Wells when an elder-
ly spectator asked him incredu-

lously: “How are you playing for 
Sussex?”

So yes, it is fair to say this is 
something of a problem, albe-
it not one that many in cricket 
like to talk about. For there re-
mains in many quarters a curi-
ous complacency about racism, 
one that occasionally even laps-
es into a delusion that cricket’s 
broad geographical spread and 
in-built multiculturalism render 
it somehow post-racial. While 
a superficial comparison with, 
say, European or South Amer-
ican football may bolster the 
case, the abuse of Archer is a re-
minder that racism remains as 
stubbornly ingrained in cricket 
as anywhere else.

Partly this is a product of 
the game’s vaguely unsettling 
relationship with alcohol, those 
long baking hot Test afternoons 
when the most reliable form of 
entertainment is to get tanked 
up and shout the most atten-

tion-seeking thing you can think 
of. It is possible, for example, 
that this may have been a fac-
tor at the MCG last December, 
when Australian crowds were 
heard directing abuse at Virat 
Kohli and the touring India 
side. Or on England’s last Ash-
es tour, when Moeen Ali recalls 
a fan asking him what time his 
kebab shop opened.

Very little of this ever gets 
logged in a report or raised with 
authorities. But it’s always there, 
as intrinsic to the basic viewing 
experience as crowd catches or 
complaining about declarations. 
If this were all the work of a few 
beery miscreants, cricket could 
probably rest easy. But racism 
does not simply disappear when 
you step on to the field of play. 
Craig Overton’s England recall 
this summer raised barely a 
murmur of dissent, despite the 
fact that four years ago he es-
caped with the barest of pun-

ishments for allegedly telling 
an opponent to “go back to your 
own fucking country”. Moeen 
speaks of being called “Osama” 
by an Australian player during the 
2015 Ashes. In January the former 
Pakistan captain Sarfaraz Ahmed 
was banned for four matches af-
ter racially abusing South Africa’s 
Andile Phehlukwayo during a 
one-day international.

The last of these incidents 
remains one of the few occa-
sions when cricket’s response to 
racist abuse has been fit for pur-
pose. Elsewhere its perpetrators 
have been tolerated, indulged, 
even celebrated. Darren Leh-
mann, who as a player in 2003 
described Sri Lanka players 
as “black cunts”, was not ban-
ished from the game but instead 
handed a succession of plum 
coaching jobs. The former Aus-
tralia batsman Dean Jones, who 
once described Hashim Amla as 
“a terrorist” live on air, has just 
walked into his latest post in the 
Pakistan Super League. In 1995 
the commentator Henry Blofeld 
described a hotel balcony at 
Headingley from which peo-
ple could watch the cricket for 
free as “the Jewish stand”. Two 
decades later he was given a 
standing ovation at Lord’s at 
the culmination of a long and 
illustrious broadcasting career, 
his misdemeanour long forgot-
ten. (Ahmed, Lehmann, Jones 
and Blofeld all issued apolo-
gies after criticism). 

‘Dhoni will 
decide future 
after IPL 
next year’
New Delhi, Nov 26 
(PTI): Former India 
captain Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni will take a call 
on his future after next 
year’s Indian Premier 
League (IPL), a source 
close to the star crick-
eter said on Tuesday, 
seeking to quash the 
endless speculation 
surrounding his career.

Dhoni has been 
on a sabbatical since 
India’s semifinal exit 
from the ODI World 
Cup in England in July. 
He has missed the 
tour of the West Indies 
and the home series 
against South Africa 
and Bangladesh.

“If at all MS will take 
a call on his future, it will 
only be after the IPL. You 
can’t stop speculation as 
he is such a big player. 
He is in the best shape 
possible fitness-wise and 
has been training hard 
for the last one month,” 
the source told PTI.

“However the num-
ber of competitive games 
he will play before the 
IPL will be decided in 
due course,” he added.

The 38-year-old, 
who captains Chen-
nai Super Kings in the 
IPL, will also skip the 
limited-overs home 
assignment against the 
West Indies starting 
December 6 and com-
prising three T20 Inter-
nationals and an equal 
number of one-dayers.

National selection 
committee chairman 
MSK Prasad has already 
made it clear that the 
panel has “moved on” 
and Dhoni is aware 
of its intent to blood 
youngsters such as 
Rishabh Pant keeping 
in mind next year’s T20 
World Cup in Australia.

Pant, however, hasn’t 
capitalised on the chanc-
es that have come his 
way and has copped 
criticism for sloppy work 
behind the stumps. Re-
cently, Pant also drew 
flak for poor DRS calls, 
something that the sea-
soned Dhoni had aced. 
Dhoni, on his part, has 
not uttered a word on his 
future course of action.

He was, however, 
seen training with 
Jharkhand’s under-23 
team in Ranchi some 
days back, trigger-
ing a fresh round of 
speculation on a pos-
sible comeback.

BCCI President 
Sourav Ganguly has 
stated that Dhoni will 
get the respect that a 
player of his stature 
deserves and had ruled 
out an immediate retire-
ment by the celebrated 
wicketkeeper-batsman.

“You know champi-
ons don’t finish quickly,” 
he had stated when he 
took over as the Board 
President last month.

One of the biggest 
names in Indian cricket, 
Dhoni led India to two 
world titles -- the 2007 
World T20 in South Af-
rica and the 2011 ODI 
World Cup at home.

The veteran has 
played 90 Tests, 350 ODIs 
and 98 T20 Internationals 
for India, accumulating 
over 17,000 runs.

He is also consid-
ered one of the best 
wicketkeepers in inter-
national cricket with 
over 500 dismissals in 
limited-overs format. 
He has nearly 300 Test 
dismissals to his credit.

Mario Balotelli subjected to racist 
comment by his Brescia chairman
MARK DoBSoN
theGuardian

Mario Balotelli has 
been subject to 

an extraordinary racist 
comment from his chair-
man at Brescia. The for-
mer Leeds owner Massi-
mo Cellino targeted the 
striker, who was dropped 
for the weekend defeat 
by Roma after a row with 
the manager, Fabio Gros-
so, as he answered ques-
tions about the former 
Italy international.

Cellino said: “What 
can I say? That he’s black 
and he’s working to whit-
en himself but he has 
great difficulties in this.”

He was asked about 
Balotelli before a Serie A 
meeting on Monday and 
may have been using a 
play on the word “black”, 
which in Italian is of-
ten used to mean angry. 
Brescia, who are bottom 
of the league, attempted 
to play down Cellino’s 
comment, saying in a 
statement it was “a quip” 
that was “clearly misun-
derstood”. The club add-
ed Cellino was “attempt-
ing to downplay the ex-
cessive media coverage 
by protecting Balotelli”.

On leaving the meet-
ing Cellino said: “Who’s 

calling me a racist? … I 
don’t have to excuse my-
self from something that 
I don’t believe in.”

Balotelli had experienced 
racism at the beginning of 
his career in Italy, where he 
rose to prominence with 
Internazionale. He was also 
the target of racist chants 
this month during a match 
at Verona. That match was 
suspended for several min-
utes and Balotelli threatened 
to leave the field after angrily 
kicking a ball into the stands.

Balotelli was then called 
“arrogant” by the club’s ul-
tras group as it defended the 
Verona fans after the racial 
abuse. Derogatory chants 
have also been aimed at Ro-
melu Lukaku, Franck Kessié, 
Dalbert Henrique, Miralem 
Pjanic, Ronaldo Vieira and 
Kalidou Koulibaly in Serie 
A. All the players targeted 
except for Pjanic, who is Bos-
nian, are black.

Balotelli rejoined Se-
rie A after three years in 
the French league. He has 
scored two goals in seven 
matches but has not been 
able to spark Brescia, 
with Grosso challenging 
the former Manchester 
City and Liverpool for-
ward to show more “de-
termination and enthusi-
asm” to regain his place. 
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Australian gran wins Malaysia 
drugs death sentence appeal

An Australian grand-
mother won her 

final appeal against a 
death sentence for traf-
ficking in Malaysia on 
Tuesday and walked 
free, after claiming she 
fell for an online love 
scam and was tricked 
into transporting drugs.

Maria Elvira Pinto Ex-
posto looked delighted 
and kissed her lawyer 
in court after the rul-
ing, which brings down 
the curtain on a saga 
that began in 2014 
when she was arrest-
ed with crystal meth in 
her backpack while tran-
siting in Kuala Lumpur.

The 55-year-old, 
who was detained while 
heading home to Aus-
tralia, had said she was 
fooled into carrying the 
bag after travelling to 
China to meet someone 
she met online called 
“Captain Daniel Smith”, 
who claimed to be a US 
serviceman.

“I thank God and my 
lawyers for my freedom 
after almost five painful 
years in jail,” she said 
in statement through 
her legal team, after the 
country’s top court over-
turned her conviction 
and ordered her release.

Her son Hugo added: 
“All I want to do is to take 
my mum home back to 
Sydney -- she has missed 
out a lot.”

The mother of four 

was briefly held by im-
migration authorities but 
soon left court in a car 
with her lawyers. They 
hope she can fly home 
within two days once her 
documents have been pro-
cessed.

After being arrested 
in a Kuala Lumpur air-
port with 1.1 kilos (2.4 
pounds) of meth stitched 
into a compartment of her 
backpack, she stood trial 
but was cleared of traffick-
ing in 2017 when a judge 
ruled she did not know 
she was transporting the 
drugs. However the ac-

quittal was overturned af-
ter prosecutors appealed 
and she was handed a 
death sentence -- only 
for the Federal Court in 
administrative capital Pu-
trajaya, her final avenue 
of appeal, to rule in her 
favour Tuesday.

Death by hanging 
is mandatory in Mus-
lim-majority Malaysia for 
anyone convicted of traf-
ficking certain amounts 
of some controlled sub-
stances.

- ‘Innocent carrier’ -
Exposto had trav-

elled to Shanghai to see 

“Smith” after a long on-
line romance. But she did 
not succeed in meeting 
her supposed love inter-
est and was instead given 
a bag by a stranger, who 
asked her to take it to 
Melbourne.

When she arrived at 
Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport to change 
flights, she mistakenly 
went through immigra-
tion as she was unfamil-
iar with the airport.

She voluntarily of-
fered her bags for cus-
toms inspection and the 
drugs were discovered. 

On Tuesday, her lawyer 
Muhammad Shafee Ab-
dullah told the court she 
was an “innocent carri-
er”, adding: “She was in-
toxicated with love even 
though it was an internet 
romance.”

Even if the death sen-
tence was upheld, Expos-
to would not have been 
executed soon as Malay-
sia’s government has im-
posed a moratorium on 
capital punishment while 
it mulls reforms.

A reformist govern-
ment which took power 
last year vowed to abol-
ish capital punishment 
entirely but watered 
down the plan after a 
conservative backlash, 
and has instead said it 
will scrap the mandatory 
death sentence for some 
crimes. There are hun-
dreds of people on death 
row in Malaysia, many 
for drug offences, but ex-
ecutions have been rare 
in recent years.

Two Australians 
were hanged in 1986 
for heroin trafficking 
-- the first Westerners 
to be executed in the 
country -- in a case that 
strained relations.

In 2013 Dominic Bird, 
a former truck driver 
from Perth, was acquit-
ted of drug trafficking 
charges after he was al-
legedly caught with 167 
grams of crystal meth-
amphetamine.

Chinese state media say Hong 
Kong elections ‘skewed’

Beijing, Nov 26 (AFP): 
Chinese state media on 
Tuesday sought to down-
play and discredit the 
results of Hong Kong 
elections that delivered 
a stunning victory for 
pro-democracy candi-
dates and a stinging re-
buke to the pro-Beijing 
establishment.

Local elections in 
the semi-autonomous 
city revealed broad 
public support for a 
protest movement that 
has stirred months of 
violence, as candidates 
seeking to loosen control 
by China seized an over-
whelming majority of the 
452 elected seats.

But the election win-
ners were not mentioned 
in Chinese-language 
state media on Tuesday, 
including official broad-
caster CCTV and Com-
munist Party mouthpiece 
the People’s Daily.

The People’s Daily 
said “social unrest... has 
seriously disrupted the 
electoral process.” An ed-

itorial in the English-lan-
guage version of China 
Daily said the poll was 
“skewed by intimidation” 
and “dirty tricks”.

The editorial said “vi-
olent intimidation tactics 
were intended to reduce 
the exposure and visibil-
ity of pro-establishment 
candidates”.

“External forces that 
have helped stoke the 
months-long anti-gov-
ernment campaign in the 
special administrative 
region also contribut-
ed greatly to damaging 
the election chances of 
pro-establishment candi-
dates,” it said.

A commentary in 
English on official news 
agency Xinhua said that 
the election “fell victim” 
to “rioters”. “Campaigns 
of some patriotic candi-
dates were seriously dis-
rupted, and their offices 
were trashed and set 
ablaze,” it said Tuesday.

“One candidate was 
injured in an attack. Ha-
rassment on patriotic 

candidates occurred on 
the voting day.” The com-
mentary went on to give 
its support to city leader 
Carrie Lam, and said the 
“Hong Kong community 
should also correctly un-
derstand the relationship 
between Hong Kong and 
the Chinese mainland”.

The Tuesday front 
page of the nationalistic 
Global Times said the 
election had sparked 
“reflection” but warned 
it was “highly politicized 
amid ongoing social un-
rest”. The article went on 
to quote experts saying 
there was “no need to 
over-interpret the victo-
ry of pan-democrats”.

Global Times said 
that “under the plurality 
voting system... the op-
position won 80 percent 
of seats with only 60 per-
cent of the vote”.

On Monday evening, 
the flagship Chinese 
news programme Xin-
wen Lianbo also did 
not mention the Hong 
Kong elections.

Dog that helped 
kill Al Baghdadi 
honoured 
by Trump
BY LALIT K JHA
Washington, Nov 26 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump has honoured 
Conan, the specially 
trained “hero dog” who 
helped American com-
mandoes in the mission 
that led to the death of 
ISIS leader Abu Bakr-al 
Baghdadi.

Baghdadi, 48, died in 
October after the world’s 
most wanted terrorist 
was chased by the US 
special forces along with 
military working dogs. 
He blew up his suicide 
vest following the US raid 
on his compound in Syr-
ia’s Idlib province.

The dog, who was 
injured during the mis-
sion that killed Baghdadi, 
visited the White House 
on Monday and met 
President Trump in his 
Oval Office. It later ap-
peared before the White 
House press corps in the 
Rose Garden along with 
Trump, the First Lady 
Melania and Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence.

Introducing the Belgian 
Malinois as “probably the 
world’s most famous dog 
, Trump said he had given 
Conan a plaque and called 
the canine commando so 
brilliant, so smart .

Conan was hailed by 
Trump as a “special” an-
imal who helped execute 
a “flawless attack” on the 
ISIS leader.

Trump also met with 
Special Forces involved 
in the attack in Northern 
Syria that resulted in the 
death of Baghdadi. The 
commandoes did not 
come out in the public.

“Al Baghdadi is gone, 
but it was a flawless at-
tack,” Trump told report-
ers. Trump said he met 
with the soldiers and had 
given Conan an award. 

Hong Kong leader offers mea 
culpa, but no concessions

Pak SC suspends notification on 
Army chief Bajwa’s tenure extension

BY SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, Nov 26 
(PTI): In an unprece-
dented move, Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court on Tues-
day suspended the noti-
fication granting a three-
year term extension to 
Army chief General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa.

The move came just 
ahead of Bajwa’s retire-
ment on November 29.

Chief Justice Asif 
Saeed Khosa after sus-
pending the govern-
ment’s notification ad-
journed the hearing until 
Wednesday.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on August 19 had 
approved an extension 
in the tenure of General 
Bajwa for another three 

years. “General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa is appointed 
Chief of Army Staff for an-
other term of three years 
from the date of comple-
tion of current tenure,” 
according to the notifi-
cation. Khosa during the 
hearing said that only the 
president of Pakistan can 
extend the tenure of the 
Army chief.

He also observed that 
when the matter was 
discussed in the Cabinet, 
only 11 out 25 members 
approved the extension.

Attorney General An-
war Mansoor contest-
ed the observations by 
the chief justice, saying 
that the extension was 
announced after ap-
proval of the president. 

However, the chief jus-
tice suspended the ex-
tension notification and 
fixed the next hearing 
for further proceedings. 
The petition against the 
extension was filed by a 
person named Raiz Rahi, 
who later field an appli-
cation to withdraw it.

But Khosa rejected 
the withdrawal bid and 
took up the petition as a 
public interest litigation 
under Article 184.

It is for the first time 
that the top court has 
suspended a notification 
by the government to ex-
tend service of the pow-
erful army chief.

The Army so far has 
not commented on the 
development.

Hong Kong’s deeply unpopular 
leader Carrie Lam acknowl-

edged Tuesday that public dissatis-
faction with her government fuelled 
a landslide win by pro-democracy 
candidates in local elections, but of-
fered no new concessions to resolve 
months of violent protests.

In China, state media sought to 
downplay and discredit the week-
end ballot that delivered a sting-
ing rebuke to the financial hub’s 
pro-Beijing establishment in what 
was widely seen as a referendum 
on Lam’s handling of the unrest.

The city’s chief executive 
pledged to “improve governance” 
in the wake of the district council 
elections, which she acknowl-
edged revealed concern over 
“deficiencies in the government, 
including unhappiness with the 
time taken to deal with the cur-
rent unstable environment.”

In a rout that stunned the 
semi-autonomous territory, candi-
dates campaigning against greater 
control by China seized an over-
whelming majority of 452 elected 
seats in the city’s 18 district coun-
cils, bodies that have historically 
been firmly in the grip of a Bei-
jing-aligned establishment.

The result -- the first vote held 
since protests engulfed the city -- 
was a humiliating rebuke to Beijing 
and Lam, who has dismissed calls 
for political reform and repeated-
ly suggested that a silent majority 
supported her administration.

In the wake of the polls, pro-de-
mocracy politicians have stepped 
up calls for Lam to address the 
movement’s key demands -- such 
as direct popular elections for the 
city’s leadership and legislature, 
and a probe into alleged police 
brutality against demonstrators.

But in Tuesday’s weekly press 
briefing, she sidestepped those calls, 
denouncing the street violence and 
repeating an earlier pledge to open 
a dialogue on the unrest, a proposal 
that opponents have dismissed as 
too little, too late.

- ‘In a coma’ -
Millions of Hong Kongers took 

to the streets earlier this year after 
Lam’s government introduced a 
bill to allow extraditions to China’s 
opaque judicial system.

Although it was eventually 
withdrawn under public pressure, 
the bill added fuel to growing fears 
that Beijing was tightening its grip 
on the city, unleashing broader 
public demands for reform and 
leading to violent clashes between 
police and protesters.

The public support for change 
indicated by the election result 
appeared to pour cold water on 
repeated claims by the chief exec-
utive and China’s government that 
the protests were the work of a vi-
olent radical fringe.

Lam’s latest comments indicat-
ed “no reflection, no response and 
no resolution” for Hong Kong’s on-
going crisis, said Lam Cheuk-ting, a 

lawmaker and leading figure in the 
Democratic Party, the city’s largest 
anti-establishment party. “While 
the pro-establishment camp was 
finally awakened by votes, Lam 
still chooses to remain asleep, as 
deeply as in a coma,” he said.

China’s state media, however, 
cast doubt on the vote’s legitimacy, 
focusing on violence that marred 
campaigning.

The People’s Daily said “social 
unrest... has seriously disrupt-
ed the electoral process,” with an 
editorial in the English-language 
version of the China Daily said it 
was “skewed by intimidation” and 
“dirty tricks” that hurt pro-estab-
lishment candidates.

“External forces that have helped 
stoke the months-long anti-govern-
ment campaign in (Hong Kong) also 
contributed greatly to damaging the 
election chances of pro-establish-
ment candidates,” it said.

The result revived speculation 
that Lam might be dumped by Bei-
jing, but a Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman on Monday reiterated 
the government’s backing.

Questioned over whether Chi-
na’s leaders had asked her to take 
responsibility for the rout, Lam 
said she had received such no com-
munications from Beijing.

She also repeated calls for a 
small number of protesters holed 
up in a university campus sur-
rounded by police for more than a 
week to come out peaceably. 
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SUPER STYLISH! The Good Place actress and 
activist looks chic, Jameela Jamil in a beige outfit and yellow 
bag at Jimmy Kimmel Live! in Los Angeles. 
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Aries: Once you have laid the foundation 
of love, trust and honesty, an entire world 
opens up to you. Both of you have worked 
extremely hard to get your relationship to 
this stage. It is now time for a well-deserved 
getaway, one that involves plenty of sun and 
sangrias. Single Ariens could find themselves 
connecting with somebody who lives over-
seas, or have a tall, dark stranger send them 
a love note when they are vacationing solo. 
Keep your heart chakra open, wild one.
Tip: A well-deserved break may be on the cards.
TAurus: At any point of time you have 
two options: to evolve or to repeat. Which 
one will you choose, Taurus? Today, you’re 
being offered the chance to reclaim the reins 
and bring about a healthy change. Your initia-
tive will ultimately define the outcome. In the 
realm of love, you could be connecting with 
a forthcoming partner, one who isn’t afraid to 
let their feelings be known.
Tip: Manifest your dreams into reality.
Gemini: Do you feel that every time you 
move closer to them, they move farther away 

from you? Understand the runner and chas-
er dynamic and how it is playing out in your 
relationship. To be with somebody who sees 
you as you are (minus the masks) can be rath-
er intimidating. 
Tip: Break out of the vicious cycle.
CAnCer: Words of wisdom, Cancer: you 
cannot keep a tight leash on life no matter 
how much you try. Think of life as a gamble. 
There are variables beyond your understand-
ing that are affecting this process. Need of the 
hour: surrender. Listen to what your intuition 
is telling you and choose the path of least re-
sistance. Trust what’s happening behind-the-
scenes for you and expect nothing less than 
divine intervention.
Tip: Your heart and soul know the answers.
Leo: A day of enlightenment and aha mo-
ments awaits. Your circumstances may or 
may not have changed. But your perception 
of them certainly has! Continue to rise above 
the mundane reality, Leo. Continue to move 
towards the light. Your transformation is sure 
to turn the tide in your favour. Some of you 

may be experiencing a rebirth through your 
relationships. 
Tip: A rebirth is on the cards.
VirGo: You are graduating to the next 
level, Virgo. Welcome to the league of adult 
relationships! Having enjoyed your fair share 
of flirtations, you are now ready to manifest 
a love that brings with itself the promise of 
safety and security. On your part, find a bal-
ance between romanticism and practicality. 
Overheard at the cosmic conference: you 
have a bright future together.
Tip: Welcome to the big leagues.
LibrA: “In all the world, there is no heart 
for me like yours. In all the world, there is 
no love for you like mine.” When Maya An-
gelou penned these words, she was proba-
bly bitten by the same love bug as you. Is it 
enough to feel all the feels and wax eloquent 
about your amour? You tell us, Libra. What 
Spirit is offering your right now: the chance 
to have a heart-to-heart and progress to the 
next level. 
Tip: Commit to the practice of love.

sCorpio: This is not the end, Scorpio, but 
it is the metaphorical death of the darkness. 
You are ready to enter a new phase, one that 
promises to bring with itself both hope and 
healing. Be cognisant of the blessings in your 
life and the people who provide you with un-
conditional love and support.
Tip: This week marks the end of the meta-
phorical darkness.
sAGiTTArius: Remember when Mark 
Darcy looked at Bridget Jones and charmed 
her with the words, “No, I like you very 
much. Just as you are”? That’s the kind of 
love you are attracting in your Universe. But 
is the definition of love limited to romance, 
Sagittarius? Commit to the practice of seeing 
and experiencing love every day, in every 
single way. 
Tip: Commit to the practice of love.
CApriCorn: A romantic proposal is on 
the cards, Capricorn. Prepare to be swept off 
your feet. The suitor at hand is an expert in 
the art of love. Allow yourself to be just as 
vulnerable and express what is in your heart. 

But that’s not the only miracle you will ex-
perience today. Open your heart and mind to 
see what life is offering you, and you will be 
filled with nothing but gratitude.
Tip: Express gratitude for all the good things 
in your life.
AquArius: If you’re the only one putting 
in the work, this week will bring with itself a 
reality check. The burden is not yours alone, 
Aquarius. Reach out and ask for help, no 
matter how vulnerable that makes you feel. 
Their willingness (or unwillingness) to show 
up for you will show you exactly how invest-
ed they are in this relationship.
Tip: Ask for help when you need to.
pisCes: This week isn’t so much about play-
ing dress up and being seen at all the right places. 
It’s about doing things that matter with the people 
who matter. Make time for your good vibes tribe, 
which reminds you what joy, happiness, and un-
conditional love feels like. You may also feel in-
spired to spend more time indoors.
Tip: Raise a toast to the people who love and 
accept you as you are.

Billie Eilish 
is Billboard’s 
2019 Woman 
of the Year
Los Angeles, Nov 26 (PTI): 
Singer Billie Eilish will be 
honoured as Billboard’s 
2019 Woman of the Year on 
December 12.

According to The Hol-
lywood Reporter, pop star 
Taylor Swift will also be hon-
oured at Billboard’s event, re-
ceiving the inaugural Woman 
of the Decade award.

“Billie has disrupted 
the entertainment industry 
through her music and social 
media platforms, leaving an 
indelible impact on the glob-
al cultural zeitgeist.

“Her ability to speak to 
the Gen-Z population, mak-
ing teens and young adults 
feel accepted in today’s so-
ciety has quickly allowed 
Eilish to grow to the top 
of the charts, breaking the 
mold for this generation 
with her electric hair-co-
lour and sharp attitude” 
Billboard’s editorial direc-
tor Hannah Karp said in a 
statement.

Eilish is the youngest 
artist ever to be named Bill-
board’s Woman of the Year.

Alanis Morissette, Bran-
di Carlile and Nicki Minaj 
will also be honoured at the 
“Women in Music” event.

J.J. abrams says a real rise of skywalker 
script leaked due to careless actor

Ranveer Singh ‘Stapled’ His 
Stomach During Lootera Shoot

•	 Ranveer Singh co-
starred with Sonakshi 
Sinha in Lootera

•	 He played a young 
conman	in	the	film

•	 “At that time I was 
very raw as an 
actor,” he said

Did you know that Ranveer Singh 
stapled his stomach while filming 

the 2013 film Lootera? Yes, that’s true! 
During an interview with Film Compan-
ion, when film critic Anupama Chopra 
asked Ranveer if he “stapled the side of 
his stomach and then hit himself there 
to get the right expression of pain” for a 
scene in Lootera where he gets shot, the 
actor said, “Yes.” However, he later ex-
plained why he stapled himself and stat-
ed that he would never do such thing 
again. Ranveer co-starred with Sonakshi 
Sinha in Lootera.

Acknowledging that he did staple 
himself for a shot, Ranveer said: “At that 
time I was very raw as an actor, explor-
ing my craft. I wasn’t comfortable with 
my craft. I didn’t know how to do it. I 
was so raw that I didn’t know the ABC of 
filmmaking. Even when I was an Assis-
tant Director, I used to be given menial 
jobs, I would be far away from the sets. 
So I hit the ground running.”

He went on to explain how he start-
ed from the scratch in the film indus-
try. “I was so kaccha during Band Baaja 
Baraat, I would be doing two shots with 

Anushka Sharma (his co-star) and there 
would be a boom mike guy standing and 
I would ask her: ‘Who’s this guy?’ She’s 
like: ‘Whatever dialogues you say, he’s 
going to capture that.’ I would be like: 
‘He’s going stand here only?’ I literally 

started from scratch.”
Ranveer stated that now when he 

watches that particular scene from 
Lootera, it “takes him back to a mem-
ory of immense amount of physical 
pain.” He said: “I didn’t know at that 
time when I was making that choice 
for Lootera. You operate from a place 
where you are not comfortable with 
your craft, a place of insecurity and 
nervousness and you tend to do a 
lot more to achieve a certain effect... 
Sometimes to the degree of harming 
yourself. I wouldn’t do it now as I know 
that there is more efficient way of doing 

it.” “Back then, I am thinking to myself: ‘I 
have never been shot and now I am go-
ing to get shot. So, how am I going to de-
pict a real sort of pain on screen?’ Now, 
when I look back on Lootera, I watch 
the scenes like this (Ranveer makes an 

expression of discomfort during the 
interview) because it takes me back 
to a memory of immense amount of 
physical pain. It’s all real. But today, 
having acquired more knowledge 
and comfort with my craft, I know 
that there is another way of creating 
that effect,” he added.

Check out Ranveer Singh’s interview 
with Film Companion, where he was 
joined by his actress wife Deepika Padu-
kone, Alia Bhatt, Ayushmann Khurrana, 
Vijay Deverakonda, Manoj Bajpayee, 
Tamil star Vijay Sethupathi and Malay-
alam actor Parvathy Thiruvothu.

Meezaan Jaaferi To Play The 
Lead Actor In Hungama 2

J.J. Abrams says a legitimate script for the ul-
tra-secretive Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker 

leaked onto eBay due to a careless actor.
The director told Good Morning Ameri-

ca on Monday that one of the actors on the 
show left their script under the bed in their 
hotel room.

“One of our actors, I won’t say which one 
— I want to, but I won’t — left it under their 
bed and it was found by someone who was 
cleaning their place,” Abrams told the audi-
ence. “And it was given to someone else, who 
then went to sell it on eBay.”

Somebody who works at Disney saw the 
item up for sale and bought it so they “got it 
back before it sold.”

Abrams also notes the film was just com-
pleted on Sunday. As EW’s recent cover story 
details, the director was working on polish-
ing the film up until the last minute trying to 
make it as perfect as possible.

While Abrams doesn’t say which actor 
was so haphazard with the top-secret script, 
it’s likely one of the film’s stars as support-

ing actors aren’t typically given full scripts 
on such ultra-secretive projects. Keri Russell, 
for example, who plays Zorri Bliss in the new 
film, says she was only allowed to keep the 
“sides” for her specific scenes and could only 
read the full script in a room under guard (de-
spite working with Abrams going all the way 
back to ABC’s Felicity).

Now “Who left a script under their hotel 
bed?” has the potential to become the “Who left 
the coffee cup?” of The Rise of Skywalker cast.

The Rise of Skywalker opens Dec. 20.
Also, read EW’s interview with Abrams 

in our The Rise of Skywalker cover story, and 
check out our eight new exclusive photos.

To read more on The Rise of Skywalker 
and other untold stories from the Star Wars 
universe, pick up the new issue of Entertain-
ment Weekly at Barnes & Noble now — or 
buy your choice of covers featuring stars of 
the prequels, original trilogy, or current saga. 
(The issue will be on newsstands starting 
Nov. 28.) Don’t forget to subscribe for more 
exclusive interviews and photos, only in EW.

Meezaan Jaaferi will play the lead actor in 
the sequel to the 2003 film Hungama, 

confirms filmmaker Priyadarshan. In an in-
terview with Bollywood Hungama, Priyadar-

shan, who also directed the original film, con-
firmed the actor’s presence as the lead in the 
sequel and said: “Yes, we’ve found our male 
lead in Hungama 2 and it’s Meezaan.” He was 
all praise for Meezaan as he said: “The boy is 
terrific on screen. He is a fabulous dancer like 
his father, emotes and fights well too. There is 
nothing he can’t do.” The original film, which 
is a cult comedy, featured Akshaye Khanna, 
Aftab Shivdasani, Rimi Sen, Paresh Rawal and 

Shoma Anand in the lead roles.
Hungama is an adaptation of Priyadar-

shan’s own Malayalam filmPoochakkoru 
Mookkuthi, which released in 1984. The Hin-

di film revolves around 
the story of Anjali (Rimi 
Sen), who shifts to Mum-
bai in search for a job. 
However, unable to find 
a decent place to live, 
she agrees to live with 
stranger Nandu (Aftab) 
as a fake married cou-
ple. Her life takes hilari-
ous turns when her boss 
Jeetu (Akshaye) falls in 
love with her - assum-
ing she is the daughter 
of millionaire business-
man Radheshyam Tiwari 
- and tries to win her 

love back. The film also starred Rajpal Yadav, 
Shakti Kapoor, Neena Kulkarni, Manoj Joshi 
and Upasana Singh in pivotal roles.

While Priyadarshan has finalised the lead 
actor for Hungama 2, he is yet to announce 
the name of the female lead for the film.

On the work front, Meezaan Jaaferi, son 
of actor Javed Jaaferi, made his debut in Bol-
lywood with Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Malaal 
earlier this year.


