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1,040 graduate from Sikkim Manipal University

GANGTOK, 13 OcT (IPR):

The 18th convocation of
Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty (SMU) was held here at
the auditorium of Sikkim
Manipal Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (SMIMS),
Tadong, today.

On the occasion, de-
grees were conferred to
the 1040 graduating stu-
dents from SMIMS, Sik-
kim Manipal Institute of
Technology (SMIT) and
affiliated colleges which
included 10 doctoral de-
grees. Further, gold and
silver medals were also
awarded to SMIMS stu-
dents and SMIT students.

Delivering his address
Governor of Sikkim and
Chancellor, SMU, Ganga
Prasad expressed his hap-
piness in being a part of
such a prestigious occasion.

He said, “I am very
happy to have the oppor-
tunity to meet all of you
at the prestigious Univer-
sity, especially students

and their proud parents,
who received a bache-
lor’s degree by this Uni-
versity, today.”

He said that Colleges
and universities have an
important role in the lo-
cal, regional and national
development. Economic
development is integral
for economic develop-
ment of a region and uni-
versities play a major and
mandatory role in the en-
tire process of overall de-
velopment he added.

He stated that Sik-
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kim Manipal University
has achieved many mile-
stones since 1995 and
has been making stead
field progress in the field
of education and health
treatment. The concept
of achieving global lead-
ership in the field of ed-
ucation and healthcare
has been primary and
as such the University
has crossed number of
achievements in its de-
velopment journey.

In this small hill state
this university is playing a

N

meaningful role of higher
education and accelerat-
ing high economic growth.
In order to achieve the
goal of socio-economic de-
velopment in Sikkim and
this whole region, Sikkim
Manipal University has
the necessary capacity,
knowledge and resources
for further betterment he
stated.

He also expressed his
happiness to know that
Manipal University is
the first PPP University
in the country in high-

er education and health
care services. Today Sik-
kim Manipal University
is providing the medical
services atlow cost to the
people of Sikkim with the
best quality education in
North Eastern states and
also has achieved many
achievements in the right
leadership since its in-
ception and now the Uni-
versity has achieved its
prestigious status in the
higher education sector
of the country.

The highly educated,
dedicated faculty mem-
bers of the university
are committed to ensure
their participation more
and not only enable stu-
dents to become profes-
sional, but also help them
in building a holistic per-
sonality, he added.

Until 1995, the Uni-
versity was not estab-
lished in Sikkim State
and students had to go
out of the state in order

to get higher education.
Providing higher educa-
tion system in own area
at a lower cost was an
example of how Sikkim
Manipal University de-
veloped the state.

While addressing the
students he said that by
getting a bachelor degree
all of you are standing on
a new threshold of your
life today, this convoca-
tion is a turning point for
you all and I wish all of
you a very good luck and
a bright future.

Earlier, the Chief
Guest on his convocation
address Dr. N.S Rajan,
Group CHRO & Group
CMO, IDFC Bank & CEO,
IDFC Foundation con-
gratulated the University
for earning a high dis-
tinction and reputation
among the higher educa-
tional institutions of the
nation. He also congrat-

ulated the graduates and
turn to pg02

Taekwondo
World Dojang
organises belt
promotion

examination

SUMMIT REPORT
KALIMPONG, 13 OcT:
Taekwondo World Do-

jang organised belt
promotion examination
at SUMI Gym hall, Kalim-
pong today.

Twenty-five Taekwon-
do players from Loretto
Convent Lolay, Surjay Daya
Gyanpith Lolay, Bud Nurs-
ery School Pudung, Sang-
say Taekwondo Dojang,
SAS, SUMI, Saptasri Gyan-
pith, Rock Vale Academy
Kalimpong had appeared
for yellow belt to blue belt
promotion.

Kyorugi (Sparring)
Poomsae, Kicking, block-
ing, punching  skill,
stretching, offence and
defence techniques were
examined in this belt pro-
motion examination.

The examination was
conducted by Trilok Sub-
ba 7th Dan (chief coach),
Rabin Rai (2nd Dan)
Assistant Chief Coach,
A. Arohan Rai 3rd Dan
(Coach).

Chief guest in this
belt examination was
Principal SUMI, Dr. Jagat
Rai. While addressing the
players he expressed that,
“Taekwondo can build
strong society and players
are lucky to get training
under Trilok Subba who
is an international figure
in Taekwondo.”

Chief guest Dr: Jagat Rai
distributed certificates to
the qualified players.

HAVEA
STORYTO
SHARE?

email:
news @
summittimes.com

TNA wins 1st Interschool U-16
SAATHI Futsal Tournament

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OCT:

he grand finale of the

1st Inter School U-16
SAATHI Futsal Tourna-
ment 2018 was held on
12 Oct wherein Modern
Senior Secondary School
took on the favourites
Tashi Namgyal Academy.

TNA emerged victo-
rious with a narrow 1-0
win when King Lepcha
scored with a clever free
kick that left the goal
keeper stumped, informs
a press release. Emotions
were running high and
the supporters of both the
teams cheered on with
full enthusiasm until the
final whistle was blown.
The spirit of true sports-
manship prevailed over
all rivalry when players
of both the teams hugged
and congratulated each

other after which the win-
ning team gave a victory
lap and gave thanks to all
its supporters.

The 1st Inter School
U-16  SAATHI  Futsal

Tournament was organ-
ised by the SAATHI team
of Enchey Senior Sec-
ondary School under the
agesis of its parent body
SAATHI, in association

with the Futsal Associa-
tion of Sikkim.

Twelve schools from
East District participat-
ed in the tournament
which had kicked off on

08 Oct. The chief guest
for the day was Jigme La-
chungpa [Divisional En-
gineer of Power Deptt],
an ardent football en-

turn to pg02

Justice Vijay Kumar Bist
to become next Chief
Justice of Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OcT:

he senior-most judge

of Uttarakhand High
Court, Justice Vijay Ku-
mar Bist, is all the set to
become the next Chief
Justice of Sikkim. The post
of Chief Justice had fallen
vacant after the superan-
nuation of Justice Satish
Kumar Agnihotri on 31
June earlier this year.

The Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief
Justice, Ranjan Gogoi, Jus-
tice MB Lokur and Justice
Kurian Joseph on Tues-
day recommended a new
Chief Justice of the High
Court of Sikkim along with
four other Chief Justices
including the Uttrakhand
High Court, Gauhati High
Court, Mumbai High Court
and Kolkata High Court.

Justice Bist was born
on 17 September 1957 at
Lansdowne, District Pau-
ri Garhwal, Uttarakhand
and obtained his Law

Degree from Allahabad
University. He enrolled as
an Advocate with the Bar
Council of Uttar Pradesh
in 1984 and started prac-
ticing in various segments
of litigations and till first
week of November 2000
continued practicing at
Allahabad High Court.
After creation of Ut-
tarakhand High Court, Jus-
tice Bist shifted to Nainital
and practiced at Uttara-
khand High Court. On 01
July 2004 he was designat-
ed as Senior Advocate. On
01 November 2008 was
elevated as Judge of the
Uttarakhand High Court.

Sikkimese singing duo win
at Nepal’s Annual Tuborg
Image Awards

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OcT:
oojan Lohagan and

Anupama  Pradhan,
husband-wife  singing
duo from Jorethang, have
won Best vocal perfor-

mance by a group award
at the recently held 20th
Annual Tuborg Image
Awards held at Kathman-
du, Nepal. The duo won
the award for their song
“Hawa Gharaima”.

Sikkim Media Awards 2018, six ]ournahsts awarded

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OCT:

ix journalists of Sikkim

were awarded with
Sikkim Media Awards
2018 here today at Janta
Bhawan. The award func-
tion was organised by
Media Federation of In-
dia in collaboration with
Press Club of Sikkim.

Rebyna Rana [Sum-
mit Times], KK Chhetri
[Nayuma Samachar],
Ambar Gurung [Himala-
ya Darpan], Madhu Shar-
ma [Hamro Prajashak-
ti], Samir Hang Limboo
[Sikkim Express] and
Jaganath Dahal [Samay
Dainik] received awards,
shawl and certificates
for their contribution to-
wards the society.

Chief guest, TN Shar-
ma [Chairperson Sikkim
Commission for Backward
Classes] gave away the
awards along with special
guest, former Gangtok PIB
director, CK Dorjee, Media

Federation of India [MFI]
president, Arun Sharma
and PCS president, Joseph
Lepcha and special guest,
Kiran Rasaily.

Mr Sharma congrat-
ulated all the awardees.
He said that media’s role
is very necessary and im-
portant in today’s era.

CK Dorjee informed
that Sikkimese media has
played a great role as a

watchdog and is working
hard to provide real in-
formation to the people.

Journalism has grown
and will keep growing in
the State, he said. He also
expressed his sadness
over the lack of impor-
tance given to Sikkim’s
achievements by the na-
tional media.

Joseph Lepcha said
that this year has been

Indianoil

a great year of achieve-
ments for the journalists
of Sikkim. The future of
the journalists is bright

here but sustainabili-
ty is difficult and we all
have to work on this is-
sue seriously, he added.
He stressed that pension
system is a must for me-
diapersons.

Arun Sharma declared
Dilliram Dulal as the State

president of MFI and also
announced Rs 1 lakh
health insurance to all the
journalists of Sikkim.
“Media Federation of
India is not a union but a
family. We work in syner-
gy with different media
houses and journalists,”
said MFI national pres-
ident, Arun Sharma. He
highlighted the initiatives
taken by the Federation
for the welfare of the
journalists in India. So far,
the MFI has its presence
in 22 Indian States.
Dilliram Dulal ex-
pressed his gratitude
to MFI and assured to
work for the betterment
of journalists and the or-

ganisation.
On behalf of all the
awardees, KK Chhetri

also thanked MFI for ac-
knowledging the jour-
nalists with the awards.
He said this will surely
encourage them to work
even harder in future.

#MeToo:Journalists protest in
Delhi, say sexual harassment
at workplace non-negotiable

NEew DELH]I, Oct 13 (PTI):
As the #MeToo movement
intensifies in the country,
a group of journalists Sat-
urday held a protest here
expressing solidarity with
their women colleagues
who have come out and
demanded proper imple-
mentation of the prevention
of sexual harassment act to
ensure dignity at workplace.

The protesting journalists
also sought immediate action
against those facing allega-
tions of sexual misconduct.

They also demanded
the removal of Union Minis-
ter M ] Akbar, who has been
accused of sexual harass-
ment by a number of wom-
en journalists, when he was
an editor of several publica-
tions, a few years ago.

The scribes also held
placards bearing messages
that sexual harassment at
workplace was not accept-
able and said “accountabil-
ity begins from the top”
with protesting journalists
raising slogans seeking re-
moval of Akbar.

The group of journal-
ists also passed a joint res-

olution seeking justice for
the victims.

“Sexual harassment at
workplace is non-negotia-
ble. We salute those wom-
en who have come out and
shared their trauma. It is
not easy to speak out and
takes a lot of courage to
speak up about such inci-
dents,” senior journalist
and IWPC president T K
Rajalakshmi said.

Besides members of the
Indian Women'’s Press Corps
(IWPC), journalists from
some print and electronic
media assembled in front
of the Free School Church
on Parliament Street and
raised slogans, demanding
proper implementation of
the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and Re-
dressal) Act.

“We, the assembled
journalists today express
our complete solidari-
ty with all those ho have
come out and spoken cou-
rageously against the ha-
rassment they have faced
by colleagues and superi-
ors,” the resolution said.
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SLSA orgamzes training for counsellors of De-Addiction Centres

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OCT:

he Sikkim State Legal

Services Authority un-
der the direction and guid-
ance of Justice Meenakshi
Madan Rai, the Acting
Chief Justice, High Court
of Sikkim and Executive
Chairperson, Sikkim SLSA
orgainzed the “Second
Phase of One Day Training
Programme on Managing
Substance Use Disorders:
An Overview” for the
Counselors of Rehabili-
tation and De-Addiction
Centres of Sikkim today
in the Training Hall of Sik-
kim State Legal Services
Authority, Development
Area, Gangtok.

A press release in-

Tathangchen
School Interact
Club organizes

Food Festival

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OcT:

he Interact Club of

Tathangchen Second-
ary School organized a ‘Sik-
kimese Traditional Food
Festival’ with an objective
to sensitize the youth on
the importance of their
culture and tradition. The
festival was held on 08 Oct
in their school premises, a
press release informs.

The event comprised
cultural programme, fash-
ion parade of junior stu-
dents, traditional dress
presentation of the three
ethnic communities of
Sikkim, and the main at-
traction of the event, Tra-
ditional Food Stalls.

The participating
schools displayed a va-
riety of cuisines, from
Lepcha dish to Newari
Achaars, which were put
up for sale as well. An
exhibition of handmade
bamboo lamp shades by
Echo Stream was also one
of the special attractions.
Senior alumni, Panchayat,

officials, locality elders,
parents, former Head-
mistress and teachers,

parents and well wishers
visited the event.

Riverine Elementary
School students visit
offices in Rongli
SUMMIT REPORT
SINGTAM, 23 OcCT:
R;verine Elementary
chool, Rongli, organ-
ised an educational tour
for students from classes
two to seven on 12 October.

They visited differ-
ent government offices in
and around Rongli to get
familiarised to how the
offices functioned. The
students, accompanied by
their teachers, interacted
with the officials at the re-
spective offices.

The places of visit in-
cluded Rongli PHC, SDM
Office and the Post Office.

Dr. Tshewang Sherpa
was present at the Rongli
PHC and greeted the stu-
dents and teachers. He talk-
ed about the role of health-
care and the importance of
a hospital. Raju Pradhan,
hospital staff, briefed them
about the functions of dif-
ferent departments.

Thereafter, the group
arrived at the SDM Office,
Rongli where the SDM,
AB Gurung, briefed them
about the different per-
sonnel and functions of
his office.

The students then went
to the Post Office at Rongli
bazaar and learned how
letters and other materials
are posted. Staff at the Post
Office explained the func-
tion of a post office.

The daylong tour was
organised by Sita Shar-
ma, teacher RES, and ac-
companied by Bikki Rai,
Principal, Bimla Giri and
Indira Pradhan, teachers.

forms that the Resource
Persons for the said pro-
gramme were Shalinta
Rai [Clinical Psychologist,
Psychiatry  Department,
S.TN.M Hospital, Govern-
ment of Sikkim] who con-
ducted Pre Test for assess-
ing the level of existing

knowledge of the partici-
pants regarding substance
(alcohol,  tobacco and
other drugs) use and sub-
stance related problems
and its management.

She also spoke on
Mental Status Examina-
tion of Individuals with

TR

Substance use Disorders,
Case History taking of
Substance Use Disor-
ders. Post Assessment
for assessing the level
of knowledge regarding
substance use and sub-
stance related problems
and its management was

also conducted by Ms.
Rai after the end of all the
technical sessions.
Nancy Chankapa
[Clinical Psychologist,
Psychiatry Department,
S.,TN.M Hospital, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim] con-
ducted an Informal Quiz/
Information on Substance
use Disorders, Epidemiol-
ogy and its Management
and also spoke on Moti-
vation and Treatment in
Substance user Disorders
and Co-Morbidities of
Substance use Disorders.
The welcome ad-
dress was given by Suraj
Chettri [Member Secre-
tary, Sikkim SLSA] while
the Vote of Thanks was
proposed by Bikash

Sharma [Deputy Secre-
tary, Sikkim SLSA].

Eighteen Counselors
from various Rehabili-
tation and De-addiction
Centres of Sikkim attend-
ed the said programme.

The First Phase of the
said programme was held
on 06 Oct in the Training
Hall of Sikkim State Legal
Services Authority, Devel-
opment Area, Gangtok,
wherein the Resource
Persons were Shalinta
Rai and Nancy Chanka-
pa, Clinical Psychologists,
Psychiatry Department,
S.TN.M Hospital, Govern-
ment of Sikkim and the
Third Phase is scheduled
to be held on 27 Oct, the
release informs.

SAATHI off-site camp held at Assam Linzey

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OCT:

n off-site training of

three and a half days
was conducted by Sik-
kim Against Addiction
towards Healthy India
[SAATHI] at SICUN, for
50 students from differ-
ent Government schools
of Sikkim namely Kew-
zing Senior Secondary
School, Middlecamp Sec-
ondary School and Kam-
rang Secondary School,
a press release informs.
The camp was held from
09 to 12 Oct at SICUN, As-
sam Linzey, East Sikkim.

The students learned
various technical skills
and motivational sessions
were held on substance

abuse. They were kept en-
gaged in various fun filled
sports and adventure ac-
tivities. The students also
shared their experiences
as peer educators and
the activities they have

conducted at schools, the

release mentions.

The training program
started with life skills
session by Ashis Bang-
del (Motivational Speak-
er), followed by basics

of counseling by Sonimit
Lepcha (Trained Teacher
Coordinator from Dikling
Sr Sec School).

The Sharing of Expe-
rience session was con-
ducted by Udai C Rai (Se-

renity Home, Gangtok),
Peer pressure session
was done by Tshering
Chekey Bhutia (Teacher
Coordinator from Middle
Camp Sec School), Legal
aspects of Drugs was cov-
ered by Srawan Gurung
(SI, Sadar police station),
Medical aspects of Drugs
was given by Pranith Tha-
pa (Teacher Coordina-
tor Namcheybong Sr Sec
School), Communication
Skills sessions was done
by Tshering Chekey Bhu-
tia (Teacher coordinator
Middle Camp Sec School).
The camp concluded
with confession round,
feedback, badging and
pledging sessions.

SCERT organises Master Trainers dev prog on Nai Talim

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 13 OCT:
Master Trainers
Development  Pro-

gramme on Gandhijis Nai
Talim, Experiential Learn-
ing and Work Education,
organised by the State
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(SCERT) in collaboration
with Mahatma Gandhi
National Council of Rural
Education ~ (MGNCRE),
Hyderabad, concluded at
SCERT here at Lower Bur-
tuk on 12 October.

The programme,
which was exclusively de-
signed for teachers and

1,040 graduate
from SMU

contd from pg01
stressed on the value of
life and on education be-
ing a fundamental right.
In his welcome ad-
dress, the PRO Chan-
cellor, SMU, Shri Rajen
Padukone talked about
the strides taken by the
University since it’s in-
ception. He further added
that SMU has proved, be-
yond doubt, that it has the
academic capacity and
knowledge, and the re-
search capability to meet
the higher education
aspirations of students
from across the country.
AXK.Ghatani Minister
for Health Care, Human
Services & Family Welfare,
Chief Secretary of Sikkim
Shri A.K.Shrivastava, Shri
G.PUpadhaya, Addl Chief
Secretary cum Principal
Secretary, HRDD, Senior
Officers of Government,
faculty members, parents
and students were pres-
ent on the occasion.
Earlier, the Annual
Report of SMU was also
released on the occasion
by Hon’ble Governor of
Sikkim & Chancellor, SMU
The vote of thanks
was presented by Regis-
trar SMU Prof. (Dr) Kar-
ma Sonam Sherpa.

teacher educators, had
K Ashwin Kumar as the
resource person who sin-
glehandedly  conducted
the five-day training pro-
gramme. The prime objec-
tive of the training was to
orient teachers and teach-
er educators on Gandhijis
Nai Talim and prepare
them as Master Trainers
to train other teachers.
Sessions were de-
signed to be fun-filled
and joyful and saw par-
ticipants actively engaged
in group work, pair work
and presentations.
Participants visited
Sichey Secondary School

and nearby village as
part of the training and
interacted with students,
teachers and villagers.

The training involved
21 participants, includ-
ing teacher educators
from  SCERT, DIETs,
Harkamaya College of
Education and teachers
from Schools.

The valedictory ses-
sion in the forenoon of
12 October 2018 had Di-
rector, SCERT, Dr Rabin
Chhetri, Principal DIET
Gangtok, Tshering Lha-
mu Bhutia, Officials and
Faculty of SCERT and
DIETs, Resource Person

from MGNCRE Mr Kumar
among others.
Participants shared
their reflections of the
workshop.
Mr Kumar, in his

valedictory address, re-
quested in-service and
pre-service teacher ed-
ucation institutes of the
state like SCERT, DIETs
and B.Ed Colleges to take
forward the programmes
and activities of Nai Talim
and integrate it into the
curriculum of school and
teacher education.
Director SCERT, Dr Ch-
hetri, who was the chief
guest for the valedictory

session, in his address,
highlighted the need and
significance of Gandhiji's
Nai Talim which advo-
cates education of head,
heart and hands and dig-
nity of labour.

He said that Nai Talim
is all the more important
in present context as the
erosion of values system in
our society is on the rise.

The Programme, co-or-
dinated and conducted by
deputy director SCERT Dr
Shanti Ram Adhikari, con-
cluded with a vote of thanks
proposed by Obediya Rai
State Programme co-ordi-
nator for MGNCRE.

TNA wins 1st Interschool U-16 SAATHI Futsal...

contd from pg01
thusiast, who spoke on
the importance of sports
and how sports can chan-
nelize the energy of the
youth in the right direc-
tion and bring discipline
and good health.

President of SAATHI,
Tempo Bhutia, spoke on
the birth and emergence
of the SAATHI movement
and how it has reached
100 schools and benefit-
ed students and the soci-
ety. He further congratu-
lated the Enchey Tempa
SAATHI team for starting
the SAATHI sports move-
ment in Sikkim. The Prin-
cipal, Lamkila Bhutia too
gave a fiery and motiva-
tional speech with a clear
message ‘Choose to Re-
fuse’. Heads of Institutions
of different feeder schools
along with 10 each repre-
sentatives of SAATHI also
witnessed the finale.

Also present was
Phurba Sherpa (chief co-

ordinator of Sikkim Foot-

ball Association) and
other members of the
Enchey Alumni.

The SAATHI team of
Enchey presented the
audience with a silent
placard rally and a grand
cultural show, a beautiful-
ly directed short skit with
a strong message against
substance abuse also
generated a very good
response from the crowd,
the release mentions.

Various clubs of the
school put up different
food, fun and games
stalls for all visitors

Trophies and certifi-
cates were presented to
all participants and indi-
viduals who excelled in
the tournament.

Man of the match (fi-
nals) went to Puran Ram-
pal of West Point SSS,
Most Promising Player
to Rinchen Bhutia of En-
chey SSS, Best Goalkeep-
er to Abhijit Subba of

visitus at

West Point SSS, Golden
boot to King Lepcha of
TNA (19 goals), Man of
the tournament to King
Lepcha of TNA, Decisive
goal to King Lepcha of
TNA and Fair play trophy
to Tashi Namgyal SSS.
The vote of thanks
was proposed by Karma
Tempo (SAATHI mem-
ber) who thanked every-
one for their contribu-
tion and specially to the
Member of Parliament,
P.D Rai for granting them
the permission to host
the first ever sporting ac-

tivity under SAATHI.

He also thanked the
Futsal Association of Sik-
kim for providing all the
technical assistance. The
Photography Club of Sik-
kim for covering the event
every day. He also stated
on how the Futsal pitch
was Made in Enchey, dug
out and made of interna-
tional size with the help of
the teachers and some of
the students who worked
together overtime for the
success of the five-day
Futsal Tournament.

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

SIKKIM BIGWIN JACKPOT

4th Prize Rs.1000/-
3023 3761 4085 7428
7857 8428 8685 9972

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

1st Prize Rs.100/- D 1908
2nd Prize Rs.65/-

Issued by :
The Director ,sikkim state lotteries

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:13/10/18

1st Prize Rs.21 Lakhs/- 24 13976

Cons. Prize Rs.1 Lakh/- 13976 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.10 Lakhs /- 17 30558

3rd Prize Rs.5 Lakhs /- 11 31514

SIKKIM BIGWIN JACKPORT SPECIAL TICKET
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:13/10/18

on all remaining special tickets

Government of sikkim , Deorali -737102 sikkim

please visit : www.sikkim lotteries.com

kindly check the result with official gazette

IITTM organizes seminar
on Swachh Bharat
Swachh Paryatan

GANGTOK, 13 OcTt (IPR):
Indian Institute of Tour-
ism & Travel Management
(IITTM) organised a semi-
nar under Swachh Bharat
Swachh Paryatan with
the Tourism Stakeholders
at a local hotel today. The
theme of the seminar was
“Swachhta Action Plan”.

PK Dong, Former Di-
rector Tourism, STDC
was the chief guest. Ut-
tam Rai (Faculty of Sik-
kim University), Manoj
Chettri (Tourist Officer
in Tourism Department)
along with tourism stake-
holders were present.

PK Dong, chief guest,
said that the main focus of
the programme is about
maintaining the tourist
spots and to make this
a mass movement, we
should involve all the peo-
ple in the initiative and be
known as “Beautifier of
Sikkim”. He stated that it is
below our human dignity

to live in unhealthy atmo-
sphere so therefore Swa-
chhta Programme should
be a continuous process.

The main objectives
about the programme is
to create an awareness
amongst tourist about
sanitation and cleanli-
ness at the tourist desti-
nations, pilgrimage areas
and the stakeholders
should educate, motivate
tourist about Swachhta.

IITTM an Autonomous
Body under Government
of India has been entrust-
ed with an important re-
sponsibility of organizing
a stakeholder’s workshop/
seminar at different desti-
nation to create awareness
about basic sanitation and
hygiene amongst tourist,
stakeholders and school
students.

The programme was
headed by Dr. Rinzing
Lama, Assistant professor
and Sunil Kumar Chobe.

CME on newer drugs
to treat TB at Singtam
District Hospital

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OcT:

he Doctors Academ-

ic Society of Sing-
tam District Hospital
(DASSH) organized a
monthly Continued Med-
ical Education [CME] at
Singtam District Hospital
as part of “Run With Doc-
tors for TB Free Sikkim”
campaign, as per a press
release.

Dr Jyotsna Sharma
(Dental surgeon) said that
DASSH was established in
2015 consisting of Allo-
pathic, AYUSH, Dental &
physiotherapy doctors for
promotion of continued
medical education with
an intention to upgrade
clinical skills as per recent
medical advances.

Dr. Tshering Laden
(CMO) spoke about the
on-going registration
under ‘Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana, one
of the facets of ‘Ayush-
man Bharat Scheme’, in
which patients in the BPL
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category can avail free
treatment and admission
from government and
private hospitals.

Dr. J. K. Shani (chest
specialist, Delhi ) from
National Institute of TB
and respiratory diseases
Delhi highlighted recent
treatment regime on TB
and on newer drugs used
in TB treatment followed
by an interactive session
where a couple of doc-
tors actively questioned
and gained from this dis-
cussion.

Dr Shani also contrib-
uted Rs 5000 for “Run
With Doctors for TB
Free Sikkim” campaign
scheduled on 25 Nov
2018. He appreciated
the Government of Sik-
kim for monthly financial
assistance of Rs 3000 to
patients suffering with
Tuberculosis.

The program was at-
tended by the doctors and
nursing officers of Sing-
tam District Hospital.

Internshala semina‘rtSMIT

SUMMIT REPORT
RANGPO, 13 OcCT:
With an aim to change

the ad-hoc culture
of internships in India,
and believing that intern-
ships can make a positive
difference to students,
employer and the soci-
ety at large, “Internshala”
organized a seminar at
Sikkim Manipal Institute
of Technology to provide
exposure to the students
about the same.

With around 30-40
participants, the pre-
sentations were mainly
done by Rishab Agarwal,

Internshala Student Part-
ner, SMIT, who explained
about Internshala being
the world’s No.1 Intern-
ship and Training Plat-
form offering internships
in almost every field.

He highlighted that the
platform was completely
free and even provides a
stipend and certificates.

The students showed
great interest in the sem-
inar and have expressed
their willingness to opt
for Internshala not only
for internships but also
for training courses, a
press release informs.
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Gangtok on
Sunday,

14 Oct
Temp: 25°C/10°C
Forecast: Sun and
clouds; a morning
thundershower in
parts of the area, then
a couple of showers.
Sunrise: 05:33 AM
Sunset: 5:12 PM

Golay greets

people on Dasain

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 OcT:

ikkim Krantikari

Morcha president,
PS Tamang [Golay], has
conveyed his best wish-
es and Dasain greetings
to the people of Sikkim.
He has expressed hope
that this festival further
reinforces the unity and
harmony of the people of
Sikkim and strengthens
brotherhood. He further
prayed for the progress,
development and securi-
ty of the State.
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9647102692

advertise@sum-
mittimes.com

Temi Tea Mr Sikkim 2018 Manhunt finalists

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 13 OcT:

he 22 finalists of the

Temi Tea Mr Sikkim
2018 Manhunt are vying for
the coveted subtitle Summit
Times Mr Multimedia pre-
sented by the official print
partner Summit Times.

This subtitle is decided by
the audience on total number
of likes their pictures get on
social networking sites Face-
book and Instagram on Mr
Sikkim Manhunt page.

Get to know the contes-
tants with these short bios:
Name: ARPAN PRADHAN
Father’s name: Navin Pradhan
Mother’s name: Beena Pradhan
Address: Rhenock Bazaar
Hobbies: singing, playing gui-
tar, basketball, swimming and
traveling

Q) Why Mr. Sikkim 18
manhunt?

I've always wanted to be
a part of show business, right
from my childhood and was
and am deeply fascinated
by it, be it foreign or Indian.
Showbiz with its flashes and
vibrant colors gives a plat-
form to the artist to self-ex-
press and show what the art-
ists is all about, and thus Mr.
Sikkim gives me the stage to
express myself and be a part
of something bigger than me.

Q) What are the qualities
that make you stand out in
the crowd?

The one quality that makes
me stand out is that once I
make up my mind to do some-
thing, no matter the odds and
the forces against me, I do it
to such an extent that I end up
being satisfied with the out-
come. I am also humble in vic-

tory and in defeat which gives
me an attitude that always
makes me strive to learn more
and more with each coming
day and event.

Q) What ifyou win or lose
the competition of Mr. Sik-
kim 2018 man hunt?

If I win the competition it
will give me motivation and
better confidence to pursue
my goals in this field to achieve
greater success on bigger plat-
forms. It will motivate me fur-
ther to work harder to achieve
bigger things.

If T lose, the setback will
not hold me down and it will
still motivate me to work and
strive harder while at the
same time focus on my weak
points to be a better man than
the one I was the previous
day.

Q) What
is the one
thing that
can  unite
humanity?

Music is
one thing
that can
unite hu-
manity no
matter the
language,
genre or the
instrument
good mu-
sic  always
speaks  to
the listener
like nothing
else can.

Define
yourself:

I am a
person who
takes re-
sponsibility
for my own
actions and when things go
wrong [ don’t look to outside
forces to blame rather I am
someone who looks at where
I can improve upon the next
time around and do better.

Your message/appeal

My message is that no mat-
ter; where you come from, your
family background, your race,
your level of education and
talents. Hard work and perse-
verance trumps everything else
and they are the most import-
ant traits that guide one on the
highway to success.

Name: AMIT PRASAD GUPTA
Father’'s name: Nageshwar
Prasad

Mother’s name: Gita Devi
Residential address: Tadong,
Gangtok

Hobbies/Interests:
Fitness, travelling, swimming

Q) Why Mr Sikkim 2018
Manhunt?

Because as we all know
this pageant is being held
for the first time in Sikkim.
Before this there were no
platforms like this in Sikkim
where men can participate.
These platforms help a per-
son to improve their person-
ality and the way they show
themselves to the World. It
helps in building self-confi-
dence, 1 have learned many
new things here, I have met
people having the same inter-
est as mine, it provides many
opportunities, encourages
community involvement, and
gives us a chance to groom
ourselves to be the best.

Q) What are the qualities
that make you stand out in
the crowd?

I find it easy for me to get
involve with a wide variety of
people. This is one of the rea-
sons I really thrive in a team
environment.

I am a self- motivated
learner, and I always welcome
new task, experience and
learning skills.

Q) What ifyou win or lose
the competition of Mr. Sik-
kim 2018 Manhunt?

If I win the competition
in am sure I will feel like I am
the most blessed and happi-
est person in the world. I will
also take it as a responsibility
as [ will then be in a platform
where I will have the privi-
lege to be heard by everyone,
I will make sure I contribute
towards the benefit of society
and also to the people who
have given me this opportu-

nity and
privilege to
be called as
Mr. Sikkim
Manhunt.

And if 1
lose then I
know I am
gonna feel
very  very
bad.. but at
the  same
time I will
not be in any
loss as I have
learned  a
lot of things
since day 1
of the com-
petition and
expecting
to come
across many
more things
during our
grooming
session
which will not only help me to
win the title but will also contrib-
ute towards my personal growth.

I will consider my failure
as motivation to work harder
and strive to do even better
in the future. It is definitely
not going to be the end for
me and I will keep pushing
myself to reach my goals. And
most important thing I am not
the same person how I have
entered in this competition,
I have learned many things,
I have improved, I am better
then how I was.. I already
consider it as a win.

Q) Define Yourself

A fun loving person. I am
on my way to achieve my goals.
I choose things in which I am
interested in, and my interest
always pusses me to get the

excellence, I will say myself as
aquick learner and hard work-
er as [ learn new things quick
and doesn’t hesitate to work
hard to improve. I fear being in
the same place for a long time
that's what motivates me to
work hard to move forward.

Q) What is that one thing
that can unite humanity?

Love and respect for each
other can unite humanity.

Q) Your message:

To the people i would like
to say that do not define your
limits. Just go for anything
that attracts you, if you feel
it is right. As long as you are
trapped with what people will
think you will never discover
yourself and your potential.
We can achieve anything in
life but for that we need to
start first.

Living in a Dokemo Lee

RONGNYOO LEPCHA

oing to the field is exciting ev-
Gery time. The innervation of

a new adventure in new plac-
es and meeting new people always
excites me. But it is not always fun,
sometimes we have to face difficul-
ties as we go along. But nonetheless
learning from our experiences allows
us to predict our actions and move
onwards towards a feasible direction.

The last time I visited Lungsyol
was about a year ago. It was for my
M.Phil fieldwork which was on Pano
Gaeboo Achyuk -the last king of
Lepchas. As the story goes, Lungsyol
was the birth place of the king,
therefore I had to visit the place. It
is a village in Kalimpong, about 82
km away from the main town. The
name Lungsyol comes from the
Lepcha word Long meaning rock
and syol meaning to spread. As the
name suggests the place has abun-
dance of rocks.

It was already dark when I
reached Lungsyol. I got down from
the vehicle and my friend and field
guide Ambrose anum was already
there to pick me up. Lungsyol was
love at first sight for me; even
though it was a dark night, the
whole sky was lit with millions of
stars I couldn’t keep my eyes off. I
could see the Milky Way- a sight |
miss from my childhood days as it
can be hardly seen from my home
anymore. It felt like the sky was
breathing through the stars twin-
kling turn by turn as I could see col-
ors scattered above me. It was mag-
ical. I was taken to a Dokemoo lee
-a traditional Lepcha house. I was
very excited as it was my first time
seeing one and staying in one.

Dokemoo lee has big wooden
pillars with stone foundations to
hold the house. We climbed a few
wooden stairs and got to a huge
wooden door which had to be slid to
open the door that led to a kitchen a
hearth of mud and stone raised just
few inches from the wooden floor
where dinner was ready. The first
night I met the family with whom
I would be staying, they were all
warm and welcoming. There were
total seven family members but
only four members were presently

living in the house, the other three
were students perusing higher
studies outside the village.

I'was given a room with a bed and
atable. It was a little hard to get used
to opening and closing the door there
were no latches but it was heavy to
lift and it took all my might to open
the door. The kitchen was one of the
important rooms in the house, it was
where the whole family would gath-
er to eat and discuss matters of in-
terest. The hearth was divided into
two parts the lower part occupied by
three stones put in a triangle shape
for cooking the upper part used as a
store to store fire woods dried and
also meats to be smoke dried.

The house was a traditional Lep-
cha house but with a modern twist.
The roof was layered with thatch
grass which allowed the free filter
of smoke from inside and prevent-
ed rain and clod from entering the
house. The walls were layered with
bamboo and mud which kept the
house warm the floors and the posts
were made of wood, a whole tree
used for each post those the Lep-
chas did not use nails for building
their traditional houses this being
a relatively new one had used some
nails. The space below the house
was used to store thatch grass for
further usage. The house was also
being installed with a western toilet
for the convenience of guests who
visited the place. It was in fact good
to see the continuation of tradition-
al ways with modern touch.

Earlier there was no electric-
ity in the village. They had just in-
stalled the electricity poles just two
months back. Despite all the devel-
opment going on some parts of the
world seems to be developing at a
much slower rate due to the issues
with availability of resources, and
somehow is does not seem strange
at all. In fact, I have been to many
villages which has not received
electricity till recently. In Lungsyol
they used generators for electricity,
it have electricity maximum till an
hour or two just to charge your mo-
bile and I also charged my camera.
There was no network, only certain
places received network.

As | spent more time in the
field, I grew fond of this house. It

had altogether three five rooms
the kitchen being the biggest. It
also serves as a homestay -an al-
ternative means of earning for the
family other than agriculture. Peo-
ple in Lungsyol depend on agricul-
tural products -cardamom being
their primary cash crop followed
by chilly and tiger plant or broom
plant. There were other agricultur-
al products also which they sent
to Gorubathan the nearest town. I
was accompanied by my field guide
Ambrose anum since I did not know
the area well and some parts of the
village was harder to access and we
had to walk really hard. Ambrose
anum was used to the terrain but
for me it was a challenge though I
used to walk back home I had lost
touch coming to Sikkim and getting
used to the comfort of taxi. So I tried
my best walking by the time the day
ended my feet would be numb and
sleep embrace be like a warm blan-
ket on winter nights. When in the
field we are required to write field
journals, record each days event
and the thought processes as we
analyze each details, but due to the
intensive walking I did each day
sometimes I couldn’t write at all I
would just drop dead to sleep.

After all the walking I expected
to lose some weight but the opposite
happened, as people there would
work hard in the fields the whole day
and have a good protein and carbohy-
drate diet to regain energy. So it was
huge amount of rice and meat, usual-
ly I do have a heavy diet but this was
something else and I couldn’t even
refuse as they had worked so hard
to make it. So I tried my best to eat
everything. Going around the village
and talking with the people I learned
many things the population was as-
sorted, Tamang, Chettri, Lepcha, Rai
were the communities but the village
was somehow divided into the Lep-
chas and the non-Lepchas. But all the
communities knew all the languag-
es spoken in the area; the Tamang
could speak Lepcha and the Lepchas
could speak Tamang language which
showed that these communities have
been living together for quite a long
period of time.

I spent a lot of time walking
around the village with Ambrose

anum to collect information and we
would always see a few dried trees.
When I inquired they were hit by
lightning, people in Lungsyol were
terrified of lightning. Taking the whole
Lepcha community into consider-
ation we do have a fear for lightning
we are not permitted to laugh at ani-
mals or insects for fear that lightning
would strike us, but with time beliefs
fade, now this is not much in practice
rather than in villages or people who
are bound by the old practice like me
I still do follow it or even if I happen
to laugh I do not forget to say “thooth”
aword which is believed to protect us
from being hit.

I remember a particular day I

decided to take rest from field as my
feet were really swollen from all the
walking, anum and myself start-
ed making puri and allu dum for
lunch for the whole family, it sud-
denly there was a thunder storm
and I was instructed to close all the
windows and doors and to remain
inside, we did not open the doors
till the rain had totally subsided,
people in Lungsyol were that fearful
of thunder. Time passed swiftly as

FIELDWORKREFLECTIONS

I was engrossed in the field often I
would also help in the field to pick
up chilies to be sent to the market.
Living in a Dokemoo Lee was
the highlight of my field work in
Lungsyol. It was one of the reasons
I got interested in continuing my
studies on the Materials Culture of
the Lepchas.
[the writer is Research Schol-
ar, Department of Anthropol-
ogy, Sikkim University)
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Establishing Age

How many have been punished
for employing minors?

hen a ban was imposed in October 2006 under

the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act,
1986, against employment of under-14 year olds in
any kind of work, one expected it to clear out the grey
areas that continued to put children at risk. The Act
had been in place for 20 years before employment of
minors even as domestic servants or helpers in restau-
rants and tea shops was banned.

Unfortunately, the Act was never implemented in
the earnest and thus one is left with a situation where
even the twelve year old latest ban remains a real de-
terrent only on paper. While most of the focus on child
labour, in Sikkim at least, has revolved around their
employment as domestic servants, fact remains that
many minors continue to work hazardous and much
more strenuous occupations. Children who do not
look more than 12 years old, and many, who appear
to be borderline 14 year olds, can be seen employed
at work sites, some even government sanctioned proj-
ects. The bonded-labour tendencies of the employers
or their selfish intent to maximise profits by employ-
ing minors [since they can be paid less and fired at
will], are not the only reasons why child labour con-
tinues to confront Sikkim at home and outside; a larg-
er share of the blame lies with whichever authority it
is that is shouldered with the responsibility to inform
the people and enforce the ban.

No genuine attempt has been made to educate and
police against the continued abuse of the law has been
taken. Had such an attempt been made, “files” would
have started moving to find out on whom the onus
of establishing the age of an employee rests. When it
comes to children who choose a depressing workplace
over school, it is too much to expect them to circulate
their CVs with their birth certificates attached. It will
also be impractical to expect employers to prove the
lawful age of their workers. So who does it then? And
how? One could theorise on this aspect here, but the
best people to work out an implementable guideline
would be those who have worked at enforcing the ban.
Only they would know the limitations of the existing
rules, provided of course, they have worked at imple-

Children continue to fall through the gaps which
can only get plugged once some hands-on experience
is on call. There does not appear to be much of that
available. Such a scenario decades since the Act was
promulgated and then expanded is not how childhood

IMF chief ‘horrified’ by
Khashoggi case, still
plans Saudi trip

Nusa Dua, Oct 13 (AFP):
IMF chief Christine Lagarde
said Saturday she was “hor-
rified” by reports about the
fate of Saudi dissident Jamal
Khashoggi but still plans to
attend an economic meeting
in Riyadh this month.

As questions swirl over
the fate of Khashoggi -- a
Saudi critic who has not been
seen since he walked into the
kingdom'’s consulate in Istan-
bul on October 2 -- some big
business names and media
outlets have pulled out of the
Kingdom’s second Future In-
vestment Initiative.

But Lagarde said her
plans were unchanged for
now, despite international
uproar over the case.

“Human rights, freedom
of information are essential
rights and horrifying things
have been reported and I am
horrified,” she told reporters
in Bali where the IMF is hold-
ing annual meetings.

“But I have to conduct the
business of the IMF in all cor-
ners in the world and with
many governments.” “When [
visit a country, I always speak
my mind... So at this point of
time my intention is to not
change my plans and to be
very attentive to the informa-
tion that is coming out in the
next few days.”

Her comments came
shortly after US Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin
said he also still planned to
attend the October 23-25
meeting, dubbed “Davos in
the Desert”.

“The answer is for now I
am” still going, Mnuchin said.

“If more information
comes out over the next

week, I will obviously take
that into account.” “Obviously
I want to express concern for
Mr Khashoggi and his family,”
he added.

“We look forward to get-
ting results of this investiga-
tion.”

Riyadh on Saturday dis-
missed accusations that au-
thorities there had ordered
Khashoggi be murdered by a
hit squad inside its Istanbul
consulate as “lies and base-
less allegations”.

But the row has inten-
sified with the Washington
Post reporting that Turk-
ish officials have recordings
made from inside the build-
ing that allegedly prove their
claims Khashoggi was tor-
tured and killed at the con-
sulate.

Bloomberg, the Financial
Times, The Economist and
The New York Times have
withdrawn as media spon-
sors from the event amid
questions about the missing
man’s fate.

The CEO of ride-hailing
app Uber, Dara Khosrowsha-
hi, said that he will no longer
be attending the event unless
“a substantially different set
of facts emerges”.

British entrepreneur
Richard Branson said he
would suspend two director-
ships linked to tourism proj-
ects in Saudi Arabia over the
issue.

Amnesty  International
demanded the Saudi author-
ities reveal what happened to
Khashoggi as it said Riyadh
was “responsible at a mini-
mum for enforced disappear-
ance”.

In Jane Austen, fairy tales meet
biting feminist critiques

ROBERT MORRISON
theconversation.com

ane Austen is not an obvious ally of today’s fem-

inist movement. All six of her novels are now

more than two centuries old. All six centre on a

le of provincial domesticity and romantic court-
ship. And all six are full of twists and witty turns
that move inexorably toward a gratifyingly happy
ending.

Yet below their glittering surfaces and rose-co-
loured tales of well-matched couples falling deeply
in love, Austen’s novels vigorously critique the pa-
triarchal structures of her day. They bristle with an-
ger and a deep sense of injustice. Many of her plots
and sub-plots about men and
power — and women'’s resil-
ience in the face of that power
— sound like stories we are
hearing today.

Austen wrote in the ear-
ly 1800s, when life for most
women involved submerg-
ing their individual identities
in their responsibilities as
daughters, wives and moth-
ers. Women were considered
politically, economically, so-
cially and artistically subordi-
nate to men. It was a life that
condemned many women to
half-lives of humiliation, lone-
liness and abuse.

The novelist and short
story writer Carol Shields ;
has concisely summarized the complicated nature
of Austen’s artistry and appeal. Austen, declares
Shields, exploits “an arch, incontrovertible amia-
bility” to conceal “a ferocious and persistent moral
anger.”

FAIRY TALES MEET SOCIAL CRITIQUE

Mr. Darcy’s first marriage proposal to Elizabeth
Bennet in Pride and Prejudice (1813) is the most
famous moment in Austen’s most famous novel. It
is also the most telling example of Austen’s remark-
able ability to combine wish fulfilment with social
realism, and fairy-tale romance with biting cultural
critique.

On one level, the scene between the two would-
be lovers is a world removed from harrowing ac-
counts of sexual harassment and assault. Darcy is
proposing marriage to Elizabeth, not sex, and in his
eyes at least, it is a very romantic offer.

He knows that her social standing is far below
his own, and that in asking for her hand he is going
against the wishes of his family and his own bet-
ter judgment. But, as he patiently and politely ex-
plains, his love for her has overpowered him, and

On a more fundamental level, though, the ex-
change between the two is full of irony and dark
anxieties.

Darcy is a wealthy and well-connected man
who enjoys great freedom, and who moves assert-
ively through a world of elegance and opportunity.
Elizabeth is a younger and much more vulnerable
woman who can already see poverty and spinster-
hood out of the corner of her eye, and who can only
obtain a place in the higher echelons of society
through marriage to a man like Darcy.

Asserting strength and independence

The stark power imbalance between them fills
Darcy with certainty that Elizabeth will be delight-
ed to learn that she has been singled out by a man

of his influence and social standing, and that she
will eagerly consent to the match. To be sure, as he
outlines his plans for their future, he expresses his
“hope” that she will accept him.

But this is an empty gesture. Elizabeth “could
easily see that he had no doubt of a favourable an-
swer. He spoke of apprehension and anxiety, but
his countenance expressed real security.”

When Darcy concludes his offer and Elizabeth
is finally given the chance to speak, she rejects him
with an eloquence and a decisiveness that make
her among the most admired women in English fic-
tion. Her character gives passionate expression to
the anger she (and Austen) felt at patriarchal pre-
sumption and authority.

DEMANDING RESPECT
Darcy is utterly confounded by her refusal, but what
Elizabeth objects to in his behaviour is what mil-
lions of women from her day to ours have objected
to. Operating from a position of much greater so-
cial and financial power, Darcy wants Elizabeth to
agree to an arrangement that suits him, but not her.
He presumes that he knows what she wants. He de-

Elizabeth is having none of this. She may be well
below Darcy on the social ladder, but she towers
above him in terms of her understanding of sexual
politics and gender relations. Darcy expects defer-
ence and gratitude from her. She demands respect
from him. They spar constantly.

Finally, she lashes out at him for his “arrogance,”
his “conceit” and his “selfish disdain of the feelings
of others.” No one — let alone a socially inferior
woman — will have ever spoken to him in those
terms.

Having imposed himself on Elizabeth, Darcy
does not like it when she pushes back at him. “His
complexion became pale with anger, and the dis-
turbance of his mind was visible in every feature.”

Safely ensconced within
 the conventions of romance,
' Elizabeth does not have to
worry about Darcy’s anger
boiling over into violence.
Indeed, after bidding her a
civil farewell, his love for her
quickly reasserts itself, and
then steadily transforms him
into a partner who is worthy
of her.

A LONG-TERM FIGHT
Austen occupies a key posi-
tion in the long continuum of
modern feminist thought. As
the great novelist and liter-
ary critic, Virginia Woolf, ob-
served almost a century ago,
“Austen is..mistress of much
deeper emotion than appears
upon the surface.”

Elizabeth Bennet is her most sparkling charac-
ter, and she plays the lead role in one of the most
compelling love stories of the last 200 years.

But she is also a woman whose bravery, anger,
and intelligence enable her to expose the patriar-
chal assumptions of Darcy, and to refuse him be-
cause of them.

Austen’s novels contain insightful contem-
porary critiques of patriarchy. They also throw
searching light on the ways in which those same
injustices continue to inflict widespread and long-
term damage now.

Ultimately, Austen is about love and mutual re-
spect. Her life was diminished by the same patriar-
chal structures that damaged the lives of so many
women in her era, and far beyond. But Austen can
inspire us now because she fought back in her life
— and especially in her art.

[the writer is Professor of English Language
and Literature, Queen’s University, Ontario)

he wants her to become his wife.

values her. He objectifies her. He pressures her.

Trauma 101 in the aftermath of
the Ford-Kavanaugh saga

DILLON THOMAS BROWNE
theconversation.com

rett Kavanaugh is now a United

States Supreme Court justice. His
contentious confirmation followed
emotionally charged testimony to
a US. Senate committee from the
judge and Christine Blasey Ford af-
ter she came forward to allege he’d
sexually assaulted her while they
were in high school.

As the dust begins to settle, it's
important to remember everything
we learned from the gripping events
— in particular the causes and the
impact of trauma.

Here are six of the biggest lessons
on traumatology, or the scientific
study of trauma, that were illuminat-
ed by the testimony of both Ford and
Kavanaugh.

Lesson 1: TRAUMA HAS A
NEUROBIOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT
In a harrowing account of the assault,
Ford described vivid imagery of Ka-
vanaugh’s alleged behaviour. At other
times, she said she did not remember

all of the details.

This disparity in memory is due
to the interaction of brain struc-
tures known as the hippocampus
(which stores our processed and
time-stamped memories) and the
amygdala (which stores emotional
memories). Ford herself explained to
senators how it worked:

“Indelible in the hippocampus is
the laughter, the uproarious laughter
between the two. And their having
fun at my expense.”

Under extremely traumatic condi-
tions, stress neurotransmitter levels
become too overwhelming for the hip-
pocampus, and prevent it from pro-

cessing and storing sequential details.

However, the same processes in-
crease sensory memory encoding
in the amygdala, resulting in vivid
traumatic memories. For this reason,
Ford could recall certain aspects of
her alleged assault in great detail and
other aspects only vaguely.

Lesson 2: TRAUMA IS RELATED
TO SUBSTANCE USE

The drinking mentioned in both
Ford’s and Kavanaugh'’s testimonies
illustrate the gender differences in
sexual assault victimization and per-
petration, particularly when intoxi-
cating substances are present.

It's been estimated that more
than half of the sexual assaults on
college campuses involve alcohol
consumption by the victim, perpetra-
tor or both.

Of course, as articulated by the
U.S. National Institutes on Drug Abuse
(NIDA), drinking does not cause sex-
ual assault, but it is a “major contrib-
uting factor” Any serious initiative to
curb sexual assault must also take a
close look at binge-drinking culture.

Lesson 3: TRAUMA CAUSES
BLAME, VICTIMIZATION
NIDA notes that it’s imperative to end
stigma and victim-blaming around

assaults that involve alcohol.

Towards the end of her opening
statement, Ford discussed the vile
comments and threats hurled at her,
and the victim-blaming she faced af-
ter coming forward.

This is a classic representation of
“secondary victimization,” or the sys-
tematic re-traumatization of victims
via behaviours of others that damage
the recovery process and compro-
mise psychological well-being.

Research has demonstrated that

re-victimization perpetuates the psy-
chological consequences of trauma
and also prevents victims from dis-
closing their trauma or seeking help.

Lesson 4: TRAUMA EXTENDS

TO FAMILIES, OVER TIME
Both Ford and Kavanaugh are par-
ents and spouses. Ford’s family is still
receiving death threats. Kavanaugh
lamented that he will no longer be able
to coach his daughter’s sports team.

For victims and perpetrators,
trauma produces a ripple effect that
emanates across the family and flows
across generations. The research evi-
dence in this area is also clear.

Children of parents who have ex-
perienced high levels of trauma are
more likely to experience trauma
themselves, largely due to family dis-
ruptions and stress. As is often the
case, children are caught up in com-
plex social tragedies that invariably
infiltrate the family system.

Lesson 5: TRAUMA OFTEN

INVOLVES BETRAYAL
Before his confirmation, Kavanaugh
was a circuit judge for the U.S. Court of
Appeals in Washington, D.C. For many,
seeing him further elevated to the
highest court in the land represents a
failure of the legislative process.

This highlights two important
ideas in traumatology.

The first is betrayal trauma, which
occurs when a perpetrator is trusted
by the victim — perhaps the accused
is a sports coach, a local civil servant,
a close friend or family member.

The second concept is institu-
tional betrayal, whereby civic insti-
tutions systematically perpetuate the
traumatization of a particular group.
Examples here include the killing of
young Black men by police, residen-

tial schools for First Nations children,
and the historical treatment of wom-
en by male-dominated legislative
bodies and by men in positions of
authority.

Lesson 6: TRAUMA HURTS
WOMEN, MEN DIFFERENTLY
This final point will surprise no one

in the era of #MeToo.

Decades of research has demon-
strated that, at the population level,
women are more likely to meet di-
agnostic criteria for post-traumatic
stress disorder. They are more like-
ly to be victims of sexual abuse and
child abuse, and have higher levels of
trauma symptoms in relation to any
particular traumatic event.

That being said, this same research
demonstrates that men are more like-
ly to experience certain types of trau-
ma, including accidents, non-sexual
assaults, injury or death, from disas-
ters or fires and combat or war.

Research on the idea of male
“victim-perpetrators” suggests that
males who have experienced trau-
ma (including child abuse), are more
likely to perpetrate in later life.

The Ford-Kavanaugh saga clear-
ly highlighted several lessons from
traumatology and the complex
consequences of traumatic events
across society.

One final lesson, however, is that
when dealing with trauma we must
“speak the unspeakable,” raising our
voices to have these difficult conver-
sations.

Whatever happens in the months
or years to come to Justice Kavana-
ugh, Ford should be lauded for raising
her voice.

[the writer is Assistant Profes-
sor, University of Waterloo)
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4 injured in
Guwahati Pan

Bazar explosion

GUWAHATI, OcT 13 (PTI):
At least four people were
injured in an explosion in
the Sukleswar ghat area
in Guwahati Saturday, po-
lice said.

The explosion took
place at a construction
material dump in the
Pan Bazar area when the
four passersby, including
a woman, were injured
around 11.45 am, the
sources said.

“We don’t suspect it
to be a bomb explosion
as there were no splinters
found and the injuries
were due to stones hitting
them,” said DCP Ranjan
Bhuyan who is at the site.

“We don’t suspect it to
be a sabotage or terrorist
activity from the nature of
the blast. It happened in a
dump of sand kept for road-
side drain construction. It
may have had an unexplod-
ed shell which went off to-
day,” the DCP said.

An  expert bomb
squad would be arriving
soon, he added.

The four injured suf-
fered minor wounds and
they were being provided
medical care at the MMC
Civil Hospital nearby, the
police official said.

Militant arrested
at Indo-Myanmar

border town

IMPHAL, OcTt 13 (PTI):
A militant belonging to a
proscribed outfit was ar-
rested Saturday by police
from the Indo-Myanmar
border town of Moreh,
located 110 km east of
state capital Imphal, po-
lice said.

The 25-year-old W
Kishankumar was appre-
hended at around 8.30
am during an operation
conducted at the Inter-
national Gate No 2, un-
der the supervision of S
Ibomcha, SP Tengnoupal
told PTI.

The arrested militant
belonged to the Meeyam-
gi Fingang Lanmi faction
of the banned Mani-
pur-based outfit Kanglei-
pak Communist Party, the
SP said.

No weapons were re-
covered from the militant
and further investigation
is on, he said.
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Major avalanche hits Nepal peak; 5 South Koreans among 9 killed

SHIRISH B PRADHAN

KatHMANDU, Oct 13
(PTI): At least nine
climbers including five
South Korean nation-
als have been killed in a
massive avalanche which
devastated their camp
on Nepal’s Mount Gurja,
the expedition organiser
said Saturday.

The unexpected vi-

olent snowstorm bur-
ied the climbers at the
base camp at an alti-
tude of 3,500 metres
near the south face of
Mount Dhaulagiri in
western Nepal’s Myag-
di district on Friday
evening, said Wangchu
Sherpa, the Managing
Director at Trekking
Camp Nepal.

Five South Korean

climbers including team
leader Kim Chang-ho
from ‘Koreanway Gurja
Himal Expedition 2018’
were killed along with
their four Nepali sup-
port staff in the incident,
Sherpa said.

Other deceased South
Koreans have been iden-
tified as Lee Jaehun, Rim
Il-jin, Yoo Youngjik, and
Jeong Joon-mo, The Hi-

malayan Times reported.

They had gone to
scale the mountain
from Gurja Village on
October 7.

A heavy snowstorm
followed by a landslide
buried the base camp at
an altitude of 3,500 me-
tres when the climbers
were awaiting for a fair
weather to move towards
higher camps, he said.

Their bodies were
spotted among the
wreckage of the camp by
arescue team.

Team leader Kim
was the first South Ko-
rean national to summit
14 peaks above 8,000
metres without using
supplemental  oxygen.
However, the identities
of others killed in the in-
cident were not immedi-

ately known.

A rescue helicopter
was dispatched towards
the incident site Satur-
day morning.

The mountain Mount
Gurja, with a 7,193-me-
tre peak, is in western
Nepal.

Mountaineering is a
major source of income
for Nepal.

Falling from cliffs and

mountains are among
the most common causes
of death during expedi-
tions.

In 2015, an avalanche
triggered by a power-
ful earthquake killed 19
climbers and injured 61
others. A year before,
16 sherpa guides were
killed in an avalanche.

12 feared dead, four missing in

BHUBANESWAR, OcT 13
(PTI): At least 12 peo-
ple were feared dead and
four missing in a land-
slide triggered by heavy
rain after cyclone Titli
in Odisha’s Gajapati dis-
trict, Special Relief Com-
missioner B P Sethi said
Saturday.

The incident oc-
curred when some villag-
ers took shelter in a cave
structure following very
heavy rainfall Friday eve-
ning, he said.

“There are reports
about death of 12 people
in a landslide caused by
heavy rains in Baraghara
village under Rayagada
block in Gajapati district.
We are verifying them,”
Sethi said.

Four people were
missing and they were
feared trapped under the
debris, he said.

The district collector
of Gajapati was asked to
visit the spot to ascertain
the situation and give a
detailed report, he said.

After getting the re-
port, financial assistance
will be provided to the
affected people as per

government provisions,
Sethi said.

He said the area
where the landslide took
place was remote and the
roads to location were
blocked by uprooted
trees.

A rescue team, in-
cluding personnel of the
National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF),
rushed to the area which
was ravaged by incessant
rainfall. The cyclone had
made a landfall on Thurs-
day southwest of Gopal-
pur near Palasa, said an
official.

Meanwhile, rescue

and relief operation
gained momentum as
water has started reced-
ing in other areas, offi-
cials said.

Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, who was
reviewing the situation,
was slated to undertake
an aerial survey of some
of the affected areas, in-
cluding Ganjam, Gajapati
and Rayagada districts.

As many as 1,27,262
people were sheltered in
963 relief centres Friday,
while the NDRF and the
Orissa Disaster Rapid Ac-
tion Force (ODRAF) were
deployed to speed up

landslide in Titli-hit Odish

rescue and relief opera-
tions, Sethi said.

Ganjam, Gajapati,
Rayagada, Puri, Kand-
hamal and Kendrapara
districts were affected
by floods, he said, adding
Ganjam was categorised
as the “worst-affected”.

Two helicopters
requisitioned from the
Indian Navy are being
engaged in air dropping
operation in Ganjam dis-
trict, said officials.

The chief minister
has directed Finance
Minister Sashi Bhushan
Behera and SC-ST De-
velopment Minister Ra-

d

mesh Majhi to proceed
to Kandhamal district to
monitor the relief and
restoration work, an offi-
cial in CMO said.

Patnaik had earlier
formed a three-member
ministerial team to visit
the flood-affected Gan-
jam, Gajapati and Ray-
agada districts and mon-
itor the operations there.

The state government
cancelled the Dusshera
vacation of all its employ-
ees in southern and cen-
tral division, including
Bhubaneswar, in view of
cyclone Titli and subse-
quent flooding in differ-
ent parts of the state.

About 60 lakh peo-
ple were affected in the
cyclone and flood and
normal life was badly
hit in Ganjam, Gajapati
and Rayagada districts
where the flood situation
remained grim as water
levels in major rivers
such as Rushikulya and
Bansadhara crossed dan-
ger marks, official sourc-
es said.

Sethi said Balasore
district was also affected
by flood.

Assam Police officer conferred Kirti Chakra posthumously

NEw DELHI, Oct 13
(PTI): An officer of the
Assam Police has been
conferred with the Kirti
Chakra posthumously for
displaying indomitable
courage and exemplary
leadership in fighting
ULFA militants, Home
Ministry official said.
Inspector Lohit
Sonowal laid down his
life in Tinsukia district of
Assam on April 19, 2013
in an encounter with
ULFA militants in which
two extremists were also

killed.
The police officer
displayed  indomitable

courage, exemplary lead-
ership dedication to duty
and laid down his life for
which he was conferred

with the Kirti Chakra
posthumously, a home
ministry official said.

On the fateful day,
upon receiving the infor-
mation that a group of
suspected ULFA cadres
were taking shelter in the
general area of Kordoi-
guri village of Tinsukia
district, a joint operation
was launched by the po-
lice and the CRPF.

During the search op-
eration, one police team
led by Sonowal noticed
some unusual move-
ments in a house and
they cordoned the near-
by area and waited for
the first light.

As the operation par-
ty approached the sus-
pected house, a woman

with two children came
out of the house and on
seeing police presence,
she immediately warned
the extremists taking
shelter inside the house,
the official said.
Immediately, the
armed extremists came
out of the house and
started firing indiscrim-
inately aiming at the po-

lice party.
Though the police
inspector was under

direct line of firing, dis-
regarding his personal
safety, he single hand-
edly first managed to
rescue the woman along
with two children, who
were caught in between
the gunfire and quickly
ducked himself behind

the nearby trees for tak-
ing cover and retaliated
the fire.

The extremists con-
tinued firing aiming to-
wards Sonowal and tried
to escape by taking cover
of the tea bushes nearby
and civilians.

During the exchange
of fire, one hardcore
ULFA militant was killed.

Another  extremist
re-entered into the house
and others fled taking
advantage of thick tea
bushes.

The ULFA militant
who re-entered the
house opened indiscrim-
inate fire and lobbed gre-
nades towards Sonowal.

During the cross fire,
Sonowal sustained bullet

WB well prepared to handle natural disaster: Mamata

KoLKkATA, Oct 13 (PTI):
West Bengal is well pre-
pared to tackle natural
disasters and has already
built flood shelters and re-
lief godowns in the districts,
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee said Saturday.

The state government

has also devised an SMS-
based early warning sys-
tem to alert people during
any natural calamity, she
said in a Twitter post.

“Today is Internation-
al Day for Disaster Re-
duction.

Our govt has devel-

oped an SMS-based early
warning system for alert-
ing people of the State
regarding the advent of
natural calamities. Flood
shelters & relief godowns
have been constructed at
district, subdivision and
block levels,” Banerjee

said in the tweet.
International Day for
Disaster Reduction is ob-
served worldwide on this
day to raise awareness
among the people about
disaster prevention, miti-
gation and preparedness.

Shuttlers win two more gold as India
ends with 72 podium finishes

JAKARTA, OcT 13 (PTI):
India recorded its best-ev-
er showing by adding two
more gold, a few silver
and some bronze medals
for a total of 72 podium
finishes as the 2018 Asian
Para Games drew to a
close here Saturday.

With 15 gold, 24 silver
and 33 bronze medals,
India was placed ninth in
the overall tally.

In the last edition in
2014, India won 33 medals
(3 gold, 14 silver; 16 bronze).

In men’s singles SL3
class badminton, India’s
Pramod Bhagat defeated
Ukun Rukaendi of Indone-
sia 21-19 15-21 21-14 to
clinch the gold medal.

Athletes in the SL3
category generally have
impairment in one or
both lower limbs and
poor walking or running
balance. Athletes with ce-
rebral palsy, bilateralpolio
or loss of both legs below
the knee compete in half-
court (lenghtwise) to mi-

nimise the impact of their
impairment.

Para shuttler Tarun
added another gold for In-
dia on the final day of the
event by beating Yuyang
Gao of China 21-16 21-6 in
the men’s singles SL4 class.

The SL4 class athletes
have a lesser impairment
compared to SL 3 and play
full-court. Players with
impairment in one or
both lower limbs, unilat-
eral polio or mild cerebral
palsy fall in SL4 category.

Earlier Friday, Paralym-
pic medallist Deepa Malik
bagged her second bronze.

K Jennitha Anto
clinched the gold in
women'’s individual rap-
id P1 chess event after
beating Manurung Ro-
slinda of Indonesia 1-0
in the final round, while
Kishan Gangolli got the
better of Majid Bagheri
in the men’s individual
rapid VI - B2/B3 event to
claim the top spot.

injuries, but eliminated
two extremists in direct
exchange of fire. Howev-
er, Sonowal succumbed
to his injuries later, an-
other official said.

The Kirti Chakra is
the country’s military
award for valour, courage
action and self-sacrifice.
It is second in order of
precedence of peacetime
gallantry awards after
the Ashoka Chakra.

Think of NE as global
market: Sonowal to
industry captains

GUWAHATI, OcT 12 (PTI):
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on Fri-
day urged industry cap-
tains to take advantage of
North East’s geographical
proximity to South East
Asian countries and invest
in the region.

“The entire North
East and South East Asian
countries have a collec-
tive market of 800 million
population and it is im-
perative that the region,
which has huge potential,
must be viewed in an in-
vestment friendly man-
ner,” Sonowal said during
a panel discussion organ-
ised by the Confederation
of Indian Industry’s (CII)
‘India@75’ conclave here.

He said the North
East is now absolutely
peaceful and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
initiative to ensure con-
nectivity under the ‘Act
East Policy’ will help cre-
ate a presence for the re-
gion in the global market.

“Earlier, Assam was
known for violence, flood
and erosion but the prime
minister, who has visited
the region 29 times during
the last five years, has
changed the narrative.

Guwahati was earlier
the gateway of North East,
but now it is destined to
be the gateway to South
East Asia,” he added.

Arunachal  Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema
Khandu said that his
state is the largest in the
region with the richest
diversity and immense
potentialities but con-
nectivity was a sore issue
which is being success-
fully addressed by both
the Union and state gov-

ernments.

“We are ready to
make tailor-made pol-
icies and the investors
can judiciously use the
resources to generate
employment and income
for the young generation
and help in creating a
new India,” he said.

Referring to hydel
projects, Khandu said that
clearance for them takes
5-7 years and the local
population have to taken
into confidence as they
are extremely attached to
the environment.

Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad Sangma said
hydro electric generation
is a tedious process and
the investors should look
into smaller projects
with better technology.

He said that his govern-
ment has adopted the vision
‘Meghalaya@50 in 2022’ as
the state will be half-a-cen-
tury-old then and entrepre-
neurs are being promoted
to utilise the huge potential
in varied fields.

He also called for
promoting North East as
a brand with a focus on
infrastructural connec-
tivity with ASEAN and
BIMSTEC countries.

Tripura Deputy Chief
Minister Biplab Deb said
that earlier adhocism was
the rule but now a holistic
understanding of the re-
gion is being adopted.

Tripura has a very
high literacy rate, human
capital, surplus power
which it sells to Bangla-
desh and the neighbour-
ing country has agreed
to give access to the Chit-
tagong port soon which
will lead to great eco-
nomic change, he said.
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Harry Kane? Eden Hazard?
Mo Salah? England’s top
division is unmatched for
riches but our definition of
world class suggests few
of its players are of the
very highest standard

PAUL WILSON

his time about a year ago,
I before Mohamed Salah at
Liverpool began to push his
way to the front of the queue for
the nation’s attention, a debate
was taking place over whether the
increasingly reliable Harry Kane
was good enough to be regard-
ed as genuinely world class. Now
the same thing is happening in
reverse to Alexis Sanchez. By the
time the Chilean left Barcelona for
Arsenal his credentials as one of
the world’s elite were impeccable.
Last month a journalist in Santiago
made contact asking for informa-
tion on why Sanchez was failing so

badly at Manchester United.
Genuinely world class. The
first word ought to be superfluous,
though in football discussions it
never is. No one quite knows the
parameters here. Some would ar-
gue you have to be good enough
to hold down a place in a notional
World XI, to take part in a pan-ga-
lactic match against Planet Zog.
Others think that might be a bit
harsh, and suggest any pan-ga-
lactic contest would surely be or-
ganised along World Cup lines and
would therefore require a squad of

How many world-class players does
the Premier League actually have?

23 players, perhaps even a couple
more. So you could envisage the
criterion as being enough players
to form a trial match between the
best two sides in the world.

Next Generation 2018: 60 of the
best young talents in world foot-
ballOr you could dispense with the
extraterrestrial stuff altogether and
conclude that roughly speaking,
most seasons, we already know
the best two sides in the world.
A simple, working definition of
world class might be reduced to
this: anyone good enough to at-
tract serious interest from Barce-
lona or Real Madrid.

With apologies to Bayern
Munich, Juventus, Manches-
ter City and anyone else who
might feel slighted, that is the
definition we will be adopting
for the rest of this article. Kane
would have made the cut at var-
ious times last season - he was
certainly on the Spanish giants’
radar and his goalscoring feats
were being favourably com-
pared with those of Lionel Messi
and Cristiano Ronaldo - though
he did not quite manage enough
to boost his standing at the World
Cup despite winning the Golden
Boot, and he seems to have been
suffering a hangover ever since. At
his very best Kane might be world
class, though since he has been far
from his best this season the point
is moot.

What is not is that other Pre-
mier League luminaries are also
struggling to stay at the highest

standard. Sanchez and Mesut Ozil
both must have been world class
once; they not only played for
Barcelona and Real Madrid re-
spectively, they both won titles in
Spain, not to mention the latter’s
World Cup win with Germany. Nei-
ther is managing to convince at the
moment, in fact some of the more
strident supporters of Manches-

ter United and Arsenal have been
questioning their wages and value
to the team.

Class is supposed to be per-
manent, or at least that is how the
saying goes, yet even though the
pair are still in their late 20s they
would not now be near the top of
a list of the world’s greatest play-
ers. Theoretically yes, both remain
remarkable footballers, though
some element of consistency is
implied in the world-class com-
pliment. It is not enough just to

have the ability, it is also necessary
to show it again and again, in dif-
ferent circumstances, sometimes
against the odds. Think Sergio Ra-
mos, Luka Modric, Luis Suérez or
Andrés Iniesta. Or, at a slightly less
elevated level, Gianluigi Buffon,
Giorgio Chiellini, Philipp Lahm or
Arjen Robben. To be regarded as
world class it helps to play the long

game, to be around for ages. While
one or two seasons of outstanding
achievement will certainly claim
attention, the stricter judges will
demand follow-up.

So looking around the Premier
League’s elite clubs, who at the
moment is demonstrably world
class? Perhaps not Kane - until
the striker gets back to his best,
maybe Christian Eriksen is the
most eye-catching player at Spurs
and he is out injured. Petr Cech is
still capable of impressing but the

36-year-old goalkeeper’s brightest
days are behind him.

Chelsea have the one player
who meets all the tests in Eden
Hazard, both in form and in de-
mand. Right at this moment, with
Kevin De Bruyne injured, Salah not
hitting the heights of last season
and N'Golo Kanté deployed in a
different role to the one that made
him famous, Hazard is unques-
tionably the Premier League’s
outstanding player. The Belgian
might not have won a World
Cup but he is doing far more for
his club at the minute than Paul
Pogba is doing at Manchester
United. Until Pogba sorts out
his apparent difficulty with José
Mourinho the most reliable aura
of greatness at Old Trafford still
surrounds David de Gea.

Still in  Manchester, De
Bruyne’s injury robs City of their
most conspicuously creative
performer, with due respect
to the evergreen David Silva,
though few would argue that
Sergio Agtiero fits most people’s
description of an ideal centre for-
ward. Even Pep Guardiola seems
to have changed his mind over the
last couple of seasons, with Gabriel
Jesus not quite ready to step in just
yet, although critics might point
out that Agiliero has rarely been
regarded as first-choice striker
for his native Argentina in recent
years, never mind the world. At
Liverpool, Salah was clearly differ-
ent class last season but the ulti-
mate accolade depends on wheth-

er he can do it all over again, and
while there is still time to weigh in
with another stack of improbable
goals the early signs are not en-
couraging.

The list of definites playing in
this country at present, then, can
be counted on the fingers of a mit-
ten. There is Hazard, with Agiie-
ro quite close, and Salah and De
Bruyne waiting in reserve. Even
if you throw in names such as De
Gea, Kane and Kanté it still does
not amount to a lot, especially as
only one of them is English. Yet
barring Spain, which acts as a mag-
net for top talent from around the
globe, the situation is not too dis-
similar to that anywhere else.

The Premier League’s status as
the richest in the world means it
will probably continue to attract its
share of overpriced flops and Span-
ish hand-me-downs, though En-
glish football cannot be doing too
much wrong if it produces players
such as Trent Alexander-Arnold,
Joe Gomez, Ryan Sessegnon, Mar-
cus Rashford and Kieran Trippier,
and showcase talent of the order of
Roberto Firmino, Riiben Neves and
Wilfried Zaha. Somewhere in there
might be the marquee names of the
future, not forgetting the bold path
to national attention trailblazed by
Jadon Sancho in Germany. The fu-
ture looks promising, which is just
as well, since many of the present
crop of expensive imports are fad-
ing from view.

[the Guardian]

Shuttler Lakshya stumbles in final hurdle,

settles for silver in Youth Olympics

French authorities
investigate whether
PSG game against
Red Star was fixed

BUENOS AIRES, OcT 13
(PTI): Promising Indi-
an shuttler Lakshya Sen
settled for a silver medal
after he lost the men’s
singles summit clash
against Li Shifeng of Chi-
na in straight games in
the Youth Olympics here.

Sen, the reigning ju-
nior Asian champion, lost
15-21 19-21 in a 42-min-
ute final match to bag
the silver. He had beaten
Shifeng in straight games
in the quarterfinals of the
Asian Championships in
July but on Friday eve-
ning, it was the turn of
the Chinese to turn the
tables on the 17-year-
old.

In both the games,

WORLD JuNiOR
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Shifeng led all through
and Sen was playing

catch-up, eventually fail-
ing to succeed.

In the first game,
Shifeng took an early

lead and raced to 14-5 in
no time. Sen made a fine
recovery to narrow down
the gap to 13-16 but
he could not sustain it
and Shifeng went ahead
18-13 and then made it
20-14 to have six game
points. Though Sen saved
one game point, the Chi-
nese won the next one to
pocket the first game in
17 minutes.

The second game
was a closer fight than
the first but the Chinese
was leading all the time.
Shifeng was ahead 8-7
initially but the gap wid-
ened to 12-7 before Sen
made it 11-14. The three-
point gap remained for
some time before the

Chinese made it 18-14
and then 19-14.

Sen made a last-ditch
effort to save the match
by winning three straight
points but Shifeng still
made it 20-17 to have
three match points.

Sen was still not
throwing the towel as he
reeled off two straight
points to make it 19-20
and just one point away
from a deuce. But his
Chinese opponent was
a hard nut to crack as
Shifeng won the final
point to clinch the match
and the gold.

This was India’s
fourth silver along with
three gold in the ongoing
Youth Olympics.

Salah scores direct from corner, injured
in Egypt romp against eSwatini

JOHANNESBURG, OcT 13
(AFP): Liverpool star
Mohamed Salah scored
direct from a corner but
was later injured as Egypt
romped to a 4-1 Africa
Cup of Nations qualifying
win over eSwatini.

The striker went
down holding his leg as
the Group ] match drew to
a close in Cairo, resumed
after receiving treatment,
and was almost immedi-
ately withdrawn.

Speaking after the
match, Egypt assistant
coach Hany Ramzy told
BeIN Sports: “The ini-
tial diagnosis, according
to the team doctor, is a
strong muscle strain. It is
not a tear, I think it is not
serious.”

After  scoring 44
goals in all competitions
during his first season at
Anfield, the striker has
netted only three this
term, with just one since
August.

Salah netted twice
and missed two penalties
when record seven-time

African champions Egypt
hammered Niger 6-0 last
month in another quali-
fier.

With eSwatini (for-
merly Swaziland) ranked
even lower than Niger,
there were expectations
that Salah could get back
on the goal trail at the
Al Salam Stadium in the
Egyptian capital.

He blasted a shot
wide with Egypt three
goals ahead before curl-
ing a corner into the net
on the stroke of half-
time.

Salah fluffed a chance
to net again by miss-
ing from inside the box
during the second half af-
ter combining with Arse-
nal midfielder Mohamed
Elneny.

Captain Ahmed El-
mohamady, Amr Warda
and Mahmoud Hassan
also scored for Egypt and
Sibonginkosi  Gamedze
snatched a late eSwatini
consolation goal.

Tunisia, who host Ni-
ger Saturday, and Egypt
have six points each in a
mini-league they seem

certain to qualify from
for the 2019 Cup of Na-
tions in Cameroon.

- Home teams domi-
nated -

Ivory Coastand Ango-
la also scored four goals
on a day when home
teams dominated with
seven of the first eight
matches delivering max-
imum points to them.

Jonathan Kodjia, Man-
chester United defender
Eric Bailly, Cheick Douk-
oure and Maxwel Cornet
scored for the Ivorians as
they crushed the Central

African Republic 4-0 in
Bouake.

In the other Group H
match, Guinea defeated
Rwanda 2-0 in Conakry
through goals from Fran-
cois Kamano and Ibra-
hima Cisse to stay three
points ahead of the Ivo-
rians.

Angola ended the per-
fect two-victory Group I
record of Mauritania by
recovering from conced-
ing a third-minute goal to
triumph 4-1 in Luanda.

Captain Mateus da
Costa turned the tide

with goals after 12 and
16 minutes, levelling
from a penalty before
volleying his team into
the lead.

Angola and Maurita-
nia have six points and
Burkina Faso can join
them if they win at home
to bottom team Botswa-
na Saturday.

An Eric Maxim Chou-
po-Moting goal gave
Cameroon alaboured 1-0
Group B win over Malawi
in Yaounde, and Dutch
coach Clarence Seedorf
his first success as ‘In-
domitable Lions’ coach.

Defending champions
Cameroon are guaran-
teed a place among the
24 finalists next year as
hosts, but opted to com-
pete in the mini-league
phase to gain competi-
tive match practice.

They top the group
with seven points, four
more than Morocco, who
should narrow the gap by
defeating the Comoros in
Casablanca Saturday.

French authorities are
investigating wheth-
er a Champions League
game involving Paris
Saint-Germain and Red
Star Belgrade was fixed.

Both  clubs  have
strongly denied wrongdo-
ing after L'Equipe report-
ed that a Red Star official
was suspected of betting
€5m (£4.4m) on the team
losing by five goals in a
match PSG won 6-1. It is
understood, Uefa passed
on suspicions to the
French authorities after
the 3 October game at the
Parc des Princes in Group
C, which also includes Liv-
erpool and Napoli.

France’s financial
prosecutor’s office con-
firmed an investigation
had been opened but de-
clined to comment on the
report.

Red Star, who drew
their opening group game
0-0 at home to Napoli,
said: “It is with the great-
est anger and resentment
that Red Star deny to-
day’s report in the French
newspaper L'Equipe in
connection to doubts
about the outcome of the
Paris Saint-Germain-Red
Star match and the in-
volvement of anyone from
Red Star in possible im-
proper actions.

“The allegations from
this report can cause
great damage to the rep-
utation of our club, and
therefore Red Star insists
both Uefa and the compe-
tent investigating author-
ities in Serbia and France
investigate these doubts
to the end and come to
the truth.

“Today’s technologies
and various other mech-
anisms have progressed
so much that it is simply
not possible for this case
to be left unresolved. Red
Star expects that the truth
about this must come in
as short a time as possi-
ble and that any doubt
about the involvement of
any member of our club
in any possible disruptive
actions must be removed.”

PSG expressed
“amazement and indig-
nation” and added: “Paris
Saint-Germain reiter-
ates its commitment to
a fundamental principle
of sport, that of the in-
tegrity of competitions
and therefore refutes
any form of practice that
could call into question
that integrity.”

Their statement read:
“It was with the greatest
stupefaction that Paris
Saint-Germain discovered
this article on the LEqui-
pe website regarding sus-
picions of match-fixing
concerning the Champi-
ons League game with
Red Star Belgrade. The
club categorically rejects
any and all direct and in-
direct implication in re-
lation to these suspicions
and would like to point
out at no moment has Par-
is Saint-Germain been ap-
proached by the National
Financial Court in charge
of the investigation. PSG
remains at the disposal of
the investigators and will
not tolerate the slightest
attack on its reputation
nor that of its officials. To
that end the club reserves
the right to take legal ac-
tion against any party that
makes defamatory state-
ments against the club
and/or its officials.”

ARJEL, the body in
charge of regulating on-
line gambling in France,
told LEquipe it did not
notice any suspicious bets

on the game.
A Uefa spokesper-
son said: “Uefa never

comments on potential,
or the existence of, in-
vestigations into alleged
match-fixing so as to not
compromise the process
of such investigations.

“Uefa only commu-
nicates on specific cas-
es/matches once disci-
plinary proceedings have
been opened and/or de-
cisions have been taken.
Decisions taken by Uefa’s
disciplinary bodies re-
lated to match-fixing are
listed here”
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At least 34 die in Uganda mudslides

KampaLA, OcT 12 (AP):
At least 34 people died
in mudslides triggered
by torrential rains in a
mountainous area of east-
ern Uganda that is prone
to such disasters, a Red
Cross official said Friday.
More victims were
likely to be discovered
when rescue reams access
all the affected areas in the
foothills of Mount Elgon,
said Red Cross spokes-
woman Irene Nakasiita.
People were killed by
boulders and chunks of
mud rolling down hills
following a sustained
period of heavy rains
Thursday afternoon in
the district of Bududa.
Houses were destroyed
in at least three villages,
and in some cases only

body parts of the victims
have been recovered
from the mud, she said.
“We expect the death
toll to increase as some
people are still missing,”
she said. “It’s really bad.”
A river burst its banks,
destroying a bridge and

trigge

Y

threatening settlements
nearby, according to Mar-
tin Owor, a government
commissioner in charge
of disaster management.

Atleast 31 bodies had
been recovered and iden-
tified, Owor said.

It was difficult to es-

tablish the number of
dead because it had been
a busy market day, law-
maker Godfrey Watenga

Nabutanyi of Luteshe
County told broadcaster
NTV. “Bridges are gone.
Roads have been cut off”
Local official Wilson Wa-

red by heavy rains

tila estimated that about
100 houses had been
swept away.

Residents wept over
recovered bodies, while
men dug into the mud
with blunt pieces of
wood in desperate ef-
forts to find others.

One survivor de-
scribed running to safety
with a friend after spot-
ting a house being wiped
away by the mudslide.

“School children,
those who were drink-
ing, market vendors, they
were all swept away,”
Paul Odoki said.

In March 2010 at
least 100 people died
in similar mudslides in
Bududa, and injuries or
deaths have been report-
ed every year since then
during the wet season.

Efforts by Uganda’s
government over the years
to relocate all residents
away from steep slopes
have not succeeded. There
also have been calls for
people to plant more trees
on steep hillsides.

MEexico BeacH (US) Oct
13 (AFP): The death toll
from Hurricane Michael
rose to atleast 16 on Friday
amid fears it would contin-
ue to climb as search-and-
rescue teams scour the
debris of the Florida town
that bore the brunt of the
monster storm.

“Mexico Beach is dev-
astated,” Florida Governor
Rick Scott said of the town
where Michael made land-
fall as a Category 4 storm
on Wednesday.

“It's like a bomb went
off,” Scott said as he toured
the town of 1,000 people
on the Gulf of Mexico. “It's
like a war zone.” Rescue
teams were using sniffer
dogs in Mexico Beach on
Friday in a search for vic-
tims who may be buried
under the rubble in the de-
bris-strewn community.

Brock Long, head of
the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency
(FEMA), warned that he
expected the number of
deaths to rise.

“I hope we don't see
it climb dramatically but
I have reasons to believe
we still haven’t got into
some of the hardest hit ar-
eas,” he said.

T

“What’s happening is
search and rescue is try-
ing to get into the rubble
to make sure that there’s
nobody covered up, trying
to assess if there’s addi-
tional casualties there,”
Long added.

Dozens of structures
in Mexico Beach -- homes,
shops and restaurants --
were lifted off their foun-
dations by storm surge
and 155-mile per hour
(250 kph) winds and
moved hundreds of feet
inland or smashed to bits.

“Very few people live
to tell what it's like to
experience storm surge,”
Long said. “Storm surge

causes the most amount
of loss of life.”

State officials said
Mexico Beach was under
mandatory evacuation or-
ders but some residents
decided to stay and try to
ride out the storm.

“You hope that some-
how at the last minute a
bunch of people got up
and left or went some-
where else,” Florida Sena-
tor Marco Rubio told CNN.

But judging from the
number of homes reduced
to “sticks” he said “my
sense is they are going to
find more victims” Bob
Tenbrunson, a Mexico
Beach retiree, rode out the

storm at his daughter’s
house in nearby Panama
City and returned to survey
the damage to his home.

“I was going to stay
here until it turned to a
Cat 4,” he said. “So I fol-

lowed the mandatory
evacuation order and left
with my wife.

“Luckily we did not get
a surge,” Tenbrunson said
of his home. “I've got two
trees on the roof and a cou-
ple of holes on the roof. I
have been trying to patch it
up the best I can.” The rest
of Mexico Beach did not
fare as well, and most of the
beachfront homes, restau-
rants and stores were oblit-

Hurricane Michael death toll hits 16

erated by the storm.

“I spent my life sav-
ings and retirement to
stay here so I can’t sell it
now,” Tenbrunson said.
“I just have to be hopeful
that (the town) will be re-
built and fixed.”

Some residents ar-
rived Friday with vans or
moving trucks, hoping to
recover as many personal
effects from their splin-
tered homes as they could.

Others came with
nothing -- as there was
nothing left to save.

At least four deaths
from the storm have been
confirmed in Florida, five in
Virginia, one in Georgia and
three in North Carolina.

US media on Friday
quoted authorities in
Jackson County, Florida,
as reporting three deaths
there, bringing Michael’s
toll to at least 16.

The latest two deaths
in North Carolina oc-
curred in McDowell Coun-
ty when a car struck a tree
that had fallen across a
road, officials said.

Hundreds of thou-
sands of people remain
without electricity in
Florida, Georgia and Vir-
ginia, and officials say it

could be weeks before
power is fully restored.

President Donald
Trump said he planned to
visit Florida and Georgia.

“People have no idea
how hard Hurricane Mi-
chael has hit the great
state of Georgia,” Trump
tweeted. “I will be visiting
both Florida and Georgia
early next week. We are
working very hard on ev-
ery area and every state
that was hit -- and we are
with you!” Michael was
the most intense hurri-
cane to strike the Florida
Panhandle since record
keeping began in 1851.

Many of the damaged
Florida buildings were
not built to withstand a
storm above the strength
of a Category 3 hurri-
cane on the five-level Saf-
fir-Simpson scale.

About 5,000 US service-
men were deployed to help
with relief and recovery
efforts, the Pentagon said,
using 100 helicopters and
1,800 high-water vehicles.

Tyndall Air Force
Base, home to the F-22
stealth fighter, suffered
extensive damage, ac-
cording to aerial photos of
the coastal facility.

Trump says will call Saudi
King on missing journalist

WASHINGTON, Oct 13
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump has said he
would call Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman on missing
dissident journalist Jamal
Khashoggi who is feared
killed at the kingdom'’s
consulate in Turkey.

Trump’s remarks at
a campaign event came
amidst mounting pressure
on him from Congressmen
and the media as reports
coming out of Turkey sug-
gest that Khashoggi was
brutally killed by Saudi
officials inside their con-
sulate in Istanbul.

Khashoggi, 59, a
Washington Post con-
tributor, had gone there
to collect some papers
for his marriage.

“I will be calling at
some point King Salman.
I'll be speaking to him
yes,” Trump said.

“We're going to find
out what happened with
respect to the terrible sit-
uation in Turkey, having
to do Saudi Arabia and
the reporter. And nobody
knows quite yet. Nobody
has been able to put it
all together. People are
starting to form ideas.
And as they're formed,
we'll let you know. But
it certainly is a terrible
thing,” Trump said.

The President de-
clined to indicate the na-
ture of his conversation
with the King.

“I can’t tell you but I
will say that they’re look-
ing very hard and fast
and not only us, a lot of
people are looking to find
out because it is poten-
tially a really, really terri-
ble situation. So we’ll see
what happens,” he said.

Meanwhile,  House
Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Ed Royce
and Ranking Member EI-
iot Engel wrote to Trump
urging swift action in

the disappearance of
Khashoggi.
“Mr. President, we

value our relations with
Saudi Arabia. Yet murder
and other blatant vio-
lations of international
norms and agreements
cannot be done with im-
punity,” they wrote.
Royce and Engel urged
the president to use all
pressure necessary to
encourage greater Saudi
cooperation in the inves-
tigation into this incident.
“Unless the Saudi gov-
ernment fully discloses
what it knows about this
disappearance and likely
murder, Treasury Sec-
retary Steven Mnuchin
should cancel plans to at-
tend the upcoming ‘Davos
in the Desert’ conference.
“Participation in this
conference is not critical
to our economic security
and would potentially un-
dermine efforts to show
the Saudi government
and others around the
world that brazen attacks
on civilians inside consul-
ar facilities are unaccept-
able,” the letter said.
Trump told reporters
that a final determination
has not been made yet.
Nearly two dozen
influential ~Democratic
Senators, including Indi-
an-origin Senator Kama-
la Harris, on Friday urged
the Trump administra-
tion to reassert Ameri-
ca’s moral leadership in
protecting freedom of
expression.

Hackers accessed

WASHINGTON, Oct 13
(PTI): Social media giant
Facebook, which has its
largest user base in India,
said that a recent hacking
into its system has affected
about 30 million users.

Facebook product
management vice presi-
dent Guy Rosen on Friday
said the cyber attackers
exploited a vulnerability in
Facebook’s code that exist-
ed between July 2017 and
September 2018.

The vulnerability has
now been fixed, but not
before the attackers used
an automated technique
to move from account
to account so they could
steal the access tokens

of users, their friends,
friends of their friends,
and so on, totalling about
400,000 people.

“The attackers used a
portion of these 400,000
people’s lists of friends
to steal access tokens for
about 30 million people.
For 15 million people, at-
tackers accessed two sets
of information, name and
contact details -- phone
number, email, or both,
depending on what peo-
ple had on their profiles,”
Rosen said.

For another 14 million
people, the attack was po-
tentially more damaging
as the hackers accessed
both their name and con-

data of nearly 30 mn Facebook users

tact details as well as oth-
er details like username,
gender, location, lan-
guage, relationship sta-
tus, religion, hometown,
date of birth, device types
used to access Facebook,
education, work details,
places they have recently
“checked in” to as visit-
ing, people or pages they
follow and the 15 most re-
cent searches.

For the remaining one
million people whose ac-
cess token were stolen,
the attackers did not ac-
cess any information, Ros-
en said.

He said wusers’ ac-
counts have already been
secured by the Facebook

two weeks ago and they
do not need to log out
again or change their
passwords.

The attack did not af-
fect Facebook-owned Mes-
senger, Messenger Kids,
Instagram, WhatsApp, Oc-
ulus, Workplace, third-par-
ty apps, payments, Pages,
and advertising or devel-
oper accounts, the compa-
ny said.

Asserting that Face-
book is still looking at oth-
er ways the hackers may
have used the platform,
Rosen said, “People’s cred-
it card information would
not have been visible to
the attackers, as we do
not display full credit card

numbers -- not even to the
account holder”

“We haven't ruled out
the possibility of small-
er-scale, low-level access
attempts during the time the
vulnerability was exposed.
Our investigation into that
continues,” he said.

Facebook has been co-
operating with the FBI, the
US Federal Trade Commis-
sion, the Irish Data Protec-
tion Commission and other
authorities.

“We don’t have a spe-
cific indication of the in-
tention of the attackers.
And as we have said, we
are cooperating with the
FBI in an active investi-
gation. As part of the in-

formation that we will be
sharing with users over
the coming days, we will
be including information
as to how they can watch
out for any suspicious
e-mails or text messag-
es or things of that sort,”
Rosen said.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said, the company
will be notifying people
through Facebook so that
they can understand what
information was accessed
from their account and
which group they were
part of.

“We will also work to
contact people who may
not be on Facebook any
longer,” he said.

US wants to prohibit data localisation, top trade
official says amid looming RBI directive

WASHINGTON, Oct 13
(PTI): The US wants to
prohibit data localisation
to ensure that there is a
free flow of information
across borders, a senior
Trump administration
official has said, amidst
reports that major Amer-
ican IT companies are up
in arms against the latest
Indian directive which
kicks off next week.

Data localisation is an
act of storing data on any de-
vice that is physically pres-

ent within the borders of a
particular country where
the data was generated.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), in a circular in
April, said all system pro-
viders will have to ensure
that the entire data relat-
ing to payment systems
operated by them are
stored in a system only in
India. It gave time till Oc-
tober 15 to comply with
the mandate.

“We want to have
prohibitions on data lo-

calisation to ensure that
there’s free flow of infor-
mation, free flow of data
across borders, disciplines
around countries requir-
ing companies to give up
their source code, perma-
nent ban on taxation or
duties on digital transmis-
sions,” Dennis Shea, Dep-
uty US Trade Representa-
tive and US Ambassador to
the WTO, told a Washing-
ton audience on Friday.
“And by the way, South
Africa and India want to

rethink the current mor-
atorium on those duties,”
Shea said in response to
a question at the Center
for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS), a top
American think-tank.
American financial
companies are believed
to have approached the
administration  against
an RBI directive which,
beginning October 15,
requires them to store in
India any payment-relat-
ed data from transactions

that take place inside the
country.

India has rejected
their request of mirroring.

“If implemented, this
policy will put an unnec-
essary burden on Amer-
ican companies and hurt
consumers, who will
endure higher costs and
increased cybersecurity
risks,” Republican Strate-
gist Andy Surabian, who is
also a political adviser to
Donald Trump Jr, wrote in
BreitBart News this week.

“And they are planning
to do all of this in spite of
the unprecedented level
of economic support the
US has provided India
over the course of de-
cades. The Trump admin-
istration should stand up
to these reckless actions,
just like they have done
in other situations when
Americans were  get-
ting bullied and pushed
around,” Surabian de-
manded.

US warns against any
effort to undermine
Maldivian people’s will

LALIT KJHA
WASHINGTON, Oct 13
(PTI): The US will con-
sider undertaking “appro-
priate measures” against
anyone who undermines
a peaceful transfer of
power in the Maldives, a
top State Department of-
ficial has said, expressing
concern over the “trou-
bling actions” taken by
outgoing president Ab-
dullah Yameen.

Pro-China incumbent
Yameen was trounced by
opposition leader Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih in the par-
liamentary elections held
in the Maldives last month.
Solih is widely regarded as
a pro-India leader.

Yameen's party has
filed a legal petition chal-
lenging his landslide elec-
tion defeat despite major
international pressure for
him to step down.

The important state-
ment by America comes
days after Principal Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Cen-
tral Asia Alice Wells met
President-elect Solih.

“The US is concerned
by troubling actions by
outgoing President Ya-
meen that threaten to
undermine the will of the
Maldivian people, and
will consider appropriate
measures against anyone
who undermines a peace-
ful transfer of power in
the Maldives,” State De-
partment Spokesperson
Robert Palladino said in a
video twitter message.

The Maldivian people
turned out in record num-
bers during the recent
elections to decisively
choose Solih as their next
president, Palladino said.

The election commis-

sion of the Maldives has cer-
tified the results of the pres-
idential elections, he said.

Paladino said the US is
concerned by troubling ac-
tions by outgoing President
Yameen that threaten to
undermine the will of the
Maldivian people after he
approached the Supreme
Court contesting the elec-
tion results. There have
been reports of serious
threats against members
of the election commission.

“The United States
and the international
community would view
with great concern any
attempt that undermines
the democratic process
including any delay in the
inauguration scheduled
for November 17.

“The United States will
consider appropriate mea-
sures against anyone who
undermines  democracy,
rule of law or free and fair
electoral process of the
Maldives,” Paladino said.

During her meeting
with Solih, Wells em-
phasised that the US is
willing to extend cooper-
ation to his government
and to assist the Mal-
dives in its return to the
democratic path.

“The United States urg-
es all parties to respect the
will of the Maldivian peo-
ple and to ensure smooth
and peaceful transition,”
Paladino added.

Yameen’s shock de-
feat was widely reported
as a blow to China, which
financed his administra-
tion’s flagship infrastruc-
ture projects with loans in
excess of a billion dollars,
drawing accusations of a
debt trap from the main
opposition party.
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Actress

Jenna Dewan

is seen wearing a beige
sweatshirt, cool pointed-toe boots, round sunglasses

and a Gucci belt in Los Angeles.

Justin Bieher Feels “Remorse” for Selena
Gomez as She Continues Treatment

t's been two days since

news first broke of Selena
Gomez entering a treatment
facility to help address ongo-
ing issues related to anxiety
and depression.

“Selena has been trying
really hard recently to re-
main focused, and not let her
health affect her” a source
told E! News earlier this
week. “She has been active-
ly writing new music, and
moved to Orange County for
a change of pace and a fresh
breath of air. Ultimately, with
all of her arising health is-
sues, Selena started to feel
super overwhelmed.”

TMZ reported Wednesday
that the 26-year-old “Wolves”
singer suffered an apparent
“emotional breakdown” fol-
lowing two recent hospital-

n
izations related to her Lupus
and her kidney transplant in
2017. According to the out-
let, Gomez received medical
attention at Cedars-Sinai in

Los Angeles after her white
blood cell count became in-
creasingly low.

As for how Gomez is do-
ing now, a source told E!
News Thursday, “She is get-
ting the help that she needs.
She is already feeling better
than she did last week.”

E! News has also learned
how Gomez's ex Justin Bie-
ber is reacting to her health
news.

“Justin and Selena are not
in touch but him hearing the
news about Selena definite-
ly upsets him,” a source tells
E! News about the duo, who
decided to take some space
in March after rekindling
their romance. “He feels sad
and remorse for Selena and
knows how it is to go through
a difficult time. Justin also

feels guilty. He wants to help
everyone. He truly wants
Selena to be happy, and it’s
upsetting to know she’s bat-
tling health issues.”
Following his split with
Gomez, Bieber went on to
rekindle his romance with
Hailey Baldwin. In July, the
24-year-old “Baby” singer
proposed to the 21-year-old
model while on vacation in
the Bahamas. Last month,
news broke that the couple
had officially tied the knot.
“It has been overwhelm-
ing for him since they tied
the knot and he’s not good at
handling his emotions,” the
insider says of Bieber. “He’s
been very emotional, but he
always means well and is
coming from a good place.”

Beyonce Showcases Sparkling Angelic

Here's Why The Internet Is Gonvinced

First comes love, then
comes marriage, here’s
why the internet thinks
Prince Harryand Meghan
Markle have a baby in the
baby carriage.

The internet is abuzz
following Princess Euge-
nie’s fairytale at Windsor
Castle on Friday and it’s all
because of the Duchess of
Sussex’s outfit choice. For
the star-studded nuptials,
the newlywed opted to wear
a chic piece designed by the
same British designer who
created her wedding dress.
The Givenchy dress, designed
by Claire Weight Keller, was
navy blue, but royal watchers
were unfortunately unable
to see the gown since it was
covered by a a matching coat,
which Meghan kept buttoned
up even when she entered

-

the church.

Of course, speculation
abounded after seeing her
modest choice of outfit, but
the suspicion about a possi-
ble bun in the oven only in-
creased after it was revealed
the Duchess might not be
visiting Fiji during her royal

xS
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tour. Apparently, a local tour
guide in the region acciden-
tally let it slip that only Harry
would be visiting the area.
As Australian magazine New
Idea reports, there is wor-
ry that the Zika virus might
be spreading in the coun-
try, which can be harmful to

pregnant woman and their
unborn child.

Shortly after the pair an-
nounced their engagement
last year, Harry told the BBC,
“I think one step ata time and
hopefully we’ll start a family
in the near future.”

Since then, the duo ad-
opted a dog together, just af-
ter their May wedding. Little
is known of the royal pup,
except that it is a female Lab-
rador that enjoys long walks
with it’s parents.

And, asides from practic-
ing their parenting skills with
the yet-to-be-named pup, the
newlyweds also get plenty of
one-on-one time with Prince
William and Kate Middleton’s
kiddos, Prince George, Prin-
cess Charlotte and Prince
Louis.

week after wrapping up

her and Jay-Z's On the
Run II tour, Beyoncé chan-
neled a sparkling angel as
she took the stage again, this
time at the City of Hope Spirit
of Life gala on Thursday.

Wearing a rose gold,
feathered, off-the-shoulder
Ralph and Russo fall 2018
couture gown with a built in
cape, the singer performed
songs such as her hit “Halo,”
“X0” and “Ava Maria." Jay-Z
presented Warner/Chappell
Music Publishing CEO Jon
Platt with the Spirit of Life
award for his humanitarian
work.

Platt had praised Beyoncé
before she took the stage. He
said that after the On the Run
II tour, he was “was reminded
even when you're the biggest
talent in world, it still comes
down to hard work.”

“She leads by example,”
he said, according to USA To-
day. “She shows all of us how
to dream big.”

Beyoncé’s friend and
fellow Destiny’s Child band
member Kelly Rowland also

attended the event, as did
Pharrell Williams, Dr. Dre,
Wiz Khalifa, Bebe Rexha and
Rita Ora.

The gala raised more than

$6 million for City of Hope, a
research and treatment cen-
ter for cancer, diabetes and
other life-threatening diseas-
es, reports said.

Life-Size 2 Has a Premiere Date, Amazing
Eve Fashions for Tyra Banks

et ready to shine brighter and far-

ther than ever before. Freeform has
made it official: Life-Size 2 will debt on
Sunday. Dec. 2 as part of the network’s
25 Days of Christmas programming
block. And that’s not all! The original
Life-Size (you know, the one with Lind-
say Lohan) will air as part of Freeform’s
Kickoff to Christmas programming in
November.

In Life-Size 2, Eve (Tyra Banks) re-
turns to help out a struggling toy ex-
ecutive, Grace (Francia Raisa). Grace is
now the CEO of the toy company that
produced the Eve doll, and she’s going
through a quarter-life crisis. She’s in
over her head as the new CEO, and she’s
leaning on her wild-child antics, which
is causing the company’s stock to plum-
met. That's where Eve comes in.

With the help of her younger next-
door neighbor, Grace’s old Eve dolls
magically awakens to help Grace get
back on track and take the reins of her
life and company.

In addition to Banks and Raisa,
Life-Size 2 also stars Gavin Stenhouse,
Shanica Knowles, Hank Chen and Alison
Fernandez.

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Too much partying could
have you feeling a little under the
weather. The food and drink may
have been great, but today you’d bet-
ter eat plain but nourishing food. You
may not be inclined to exercise, but a
brisk walk or yoga class might be just
what you need. It will also clear your
head. You should be yourself again
by midafternoon.

TAURUS: Friends and lovers alike
may take unfair advantage of your
good nature. Some may want you to
do them favors. Others might want to
use you as a sounding board for their
problems. You won’t want to turn
them away. If you can’t avoid them,
you should learn to say, “I’ll help you
later!” You can only be in one place
at a time, and there are only 24 hours
in a day.

GEMINI: Family members might

have too much on their minds to-
day and ask you for more help than
you’re prepared to give. Make sure
you stay calm and focused so you can
decide which difficulties are most
urgent and need to be handled first.
Don’t be afraid to tell others your
decision. When possible, give advice
rather than help. Sometimes that’s all
people really need.

CANCER: Today you might spend
time helping a sibling or neighbor
prepare for a trip. Or more than one
person could ask you for advice on
business matters, legal papers, in-
vestments, homework, or other in-
tellectual concerns. Try not to spread
yourself too thin or you won’t be
much use to anybody, least of all you.
Ifit doesn’t all get done today, there’s
always tomorrow.

LEO: Someone may approach you

talking about investments. This per-
son may make whatever he’s pushing
sound like a pot of gold at the end
of the rainbow. Remember the adage,
“If something sounds too good to be
true, it probably is!” If you’re inter-
ested in what this person has to say,
wait a few days and then check with
an unbiased source. It always pays to
be cautious!

VIRGO: Today you may feel like
you’re brimming over with physical
energy. You have a lot of energy, but
it isn’t a good idea to go climbing
mountains, running marathons, or
swimming long distances right now.
If you don’t pace yourself, you could
be exhausted by midafternoon. You
may be temporarily operating on ner-
vous energy and limited stamina.

LIBRA: Responsibilities may be

weighing on your mind today. Per-
haps you’ve promised someone help
but don’t have the time and energy
to come through right now. Don’t be
afraid to tell the person. Between the
two of you, you can work something
out that creates a win/win situation
so your friend gets the needed help
and you don’t tire yourself out. A lit-
tle ingenuity is all it takes!
SCORPIO: A tremendous burst of
creative energy regarding a cherished
project could hit today. Inspiration
could strike, and you’ll want to turn
as much of that into physical reality
as possible. Don’t be disappointed if
your insights are exhausted quickly
and you hit a roadblock. Don’t try to
force it. Stop working for now and
take it up later. The inspiration will
come again!

SAGITTARIUS: Today you could

be in the public eye in some way.
Perhaps you’re teaching a class,
giving a lecture, or leading a discus-
sion group. Whatever it is, don’t be
surprised if you alternate between
inspired and free-flowing articula-
tion and total mental block. When
the latter happens, ask for questions.
That’ll give them a chance to speak
and get your brain going again.

CAPRICORN: Too many errands
to run? Too many calls to make?
Don’t be surprised if you feel like
you’re running in circles. You might
be trying to juggle career concerns
while making plans for a journey of
some kind. Take time to relax. Go to
a movie and forget everything for a
while. It isn’t worth making yourself
crazy.

AQUARIUS: Unexpected expenses,

perhaps for house repairs, might re-
quire some budgetary juggling. You
might have to rob Peter to pay Paul.
This will probably offend your prac-
ticality, but it’s only temporary. With
your sound financial sense, you’ll be
able to balance your budget again
soon. Your diet over the next few
days may include a lot of peanut but-
ter sandwiches.

PISCES: Surliness on the part of
a partner could catapult you into a
gloomy mood. Your friend isn’t com-
municating very well, and you proba-
bly wonder if it’s something you said
or did. Chances are it’s not. All signs
indicate that it’s business. Don’t try
to force your partner to share these
concerns with you, as this will only
cause further retreat. Your friend will
talk when the time’s right.
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