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Need drug policy

reforms, SDUF to Govt

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 26 Jun:
ikkim Drug Users’
Forum [SDUF] has

urged the State Govern-
ment to consider drug
policy reforms based on
the principles of human
rights, evidence, and sci-
ence to protect the lives
of drug-users and to en-
sure that the therapeutic
needs of the drug users’
community are met with
dignity and respect.

The organization has
asserted that the harm
caused by draconian co-
lonial era drug laws can
no longer be ignored and
it is time for scientific,
evidence-informed and
human rights-based drug
laws.

An SDUF press re-
lease states that crimi-
nalization of drug users
for use and possession
for personal use has
been there for close to

4 decades at the feder-
al level in India and for
about 15 years in the
state of Sikkim. Thus far,
this has done more harm
than good as the proba-
tion and criminalization
has resulted in overdose
or unnatural deaths,
health crisis, arrest, mar-
ginalization, social and
economic exclusion and
most importantly this
has contributed signifi-
cantly in breaking fam-
ilies apart and limiting
access to any kind of sup-
port, the release states.

“SDUF wishes to draw
the attention on these
aspects of the drug laws
that are unjust, unfair
and deprives our com-
munity members of basic
human rights enshrined
in our constitution,” the
release mentions.

While COVID-19 has
changed the definition of
“marginalization”, what it

SIKKIM DRUG USERS FORUM
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hasn’t changed yet is the
consequences of stigma

and criminal sanctions
very few “marginalized”

community groups face.
“It is therefore not a

matter of surprise that
the lives of people who
use drugs may be most
difficult in terms of them
being able to access
even basic health ser-
vices, legal and social
support or even to be
able to exist with dig-
nity in their homes,
communities or even
prisons where they
land up for possessing
small amounts for per-
sonal use. It shouldn’t
be hard to guess why
they remain most at
risk of HIV, viral hepati-
tis, TB and most recently
COVID-19,” the release
further states.

The baseless narra-
tives of drugs being bad,
evil and punitive crack-
downs on drug users has
made the lives of drug
users further more chal-
lenging to function in so-
ciety like a human being,
the release adds.

CM chairs meeting w1th Health Department

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

hief Minister, Prem Singh

Tamang chaired a meet-
ing with the Health Depart-
ment at Samman Bhawan in
the presence of Minister for
Health, Dr MK Sharma, ACS
DG-cum-Secretary
Health, and other senior of-
ficials, a press release from
the Chief Minister’s Office in-

Health,

forms.

During the meeting, the Chief
Minister inquired about the
ground report of the con-
struction and renovation of
infrastructures under the de-
partment and other matters
related to the health sector.

As per the release, the
meeting discussed topics like
Covid
dedicated hospital and oth-

Medical Equipment,

ers, CHCs, repair and up gra-
dation of various PHCs and Village Clinic, new construc-
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PHSCs the initiation of Moblle

Hospital

tion, renovation/repairing of

buildings, manpow-

er management, conveyance
to the deserving incumbents,
management of salary for the
new appointees, up-gradation
of approach roads, the status
of vaccination in the state and
procurement of ambulances.

Officials of the Health De-
partment updated the meeting
regarding the commencement
of the second dose of vaccina-
tion for 45 years and above in
separate facilities.

Similarly, they informed
about an
machines and equipment
and the status of works
under
Proposed plans for es-
tablishing a Viral Lab and
Dialysis centre at Jorethang
and Oxygen filling plant at
Rangpo were also thoroughly
discussed.

inventory of

the department.

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:
Sikkim’s COVID death

toll crossed the 300-
mark with confirmation
arriving this morning of
two more Covid patients
succumbing to the virus.
With this, Sikkim has lost
301 lives to Covid thus
far, 165 of these deaths
recorded in the past 64
days that the second
wave has been here since
22 April, 2021.

While one COVID
death was reported from
STNM Hospital, the other
was at Central Referral
Hospital, Tadong, in the
past 24 hours.

Although it is of little
solace given the brutali-
ty with which Covid has
coursed through Sikkim
in the past two months,
the State continues to
record more recoveries
than new cases.

As per the Daily Re-
port of Covid-19 released
by the Integrated Dis-
eases Surveillance Pro-
gramme of the Health
Department this morn-
ing, against the 130 new
cases reported in the
State in the last 24 hours,
there have been 213 re-
coveries. Thus far, Sikkim

has recorded 19,941 con-
firmed cases of Covid in
the State, 64% of these,
12782, in the past 64
days.

In all, 17,218 of the
Covid patients have al-
ready recovered while
2,079 of the 2,170 active
cases are in home or fa-
cility isolation and well
on their way to recovery.
Currently, there are only
91 Covid patients, 13 of
them admitted today,
with symptoms severe
enough to require hospi-
talisation and 11 of them
are in ICU.

Meanwhile, the 130
new cases were reported
from the testing of 1,398
samples on Friday giving
Sikkim a daily positivity
rate of 09.2%

While 75 positive cas-
es were detected in rapid
antigen testing of 1,042
samples, 54 were picked
up in RT-PCR testing of
352 samples and one
more person was found
positive in TruNat testing
of four samples.

Of the 130 new cas-
es, 62 were registered
in East District, 30 in
West District, 22 in
South District and 16 in
North District.

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

he State Government
today eased the
lockdown some more
and a Home Depart-
ment order announc-
es that inter-district
movement of people
and vehicles are now
allowed [on odd-even
basis for vehicles].
Restaurants have also

Lockdown eased some more,
inter-district movement allowed

been allowed to now
remain open till 10PM
subject to 50% capacity.
Accordingly, the night
curfew will now begin
at 10:30PM and remain
in place till 6AM. Rest of]
the lockdown provisions
like odd-even regulation
for vehicular movement
and limitations on office
attendance etc will con-
tinue.

CM underlmes need for database of oral history

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

hief Minister Prem

Singh Tamang chaired
a meeting with the Cul-
ture Department at Sam-
man Bhawan today, a
press communique from
his office informs.
The meeting, which was
also attended by Minis-
ter Samdup Lepcha and
other senior officials,
discussed construction
projects, renovation/ re-
pairing works, manpow-

er management, histori-
cal monuments, religious

monuments, traditional
houses etc.
The Chief Minister di-

rected the Department to
focus on reviving old tra-
ditional practices which,
he said, will also help
boost the tourism sector,
the release adds.

He emphasized the
need to have a database
of oral history for future
generations and adopt-
ing traditional aspects at

different levels. He also
addressed the topic of
grants-in-aid to associ-
ations for various pro-
grammes.

The officials updated
the Chief Minister re-
garding ongoing works
and construction activi-
ties.

The Chief Minister
also sought details re-
garding the various proj-
ects which were included
in the recent budgetary
plan.

Similarly, the Chief
Minister also held a
meeting with the Irriga-
tion & Water Resource
Department in the pres-
ence of Minister Bhim
Hang Limboo and senior
officials wherein they dis-
cussed irrigation chan-
nels, flood management
programme, stone water
drainage system, Jhora
tending work, restoration
works, and restoration of
the defunct channel.

The department also
put forth a demand for
extra manpower, it is in-
formed.

The Chief Minister
directed the officials to
properly scrutinise and
only sanction genuine
works and assured to
look into matters relat-
ed to damages caused by
incessant rain. They also
discussed several griev-
ances of the department
and the Chief Minister as-
sured to look into them.

Scouting of locations for offices
begins in Soreng district

SORENG, 26 JUN (IPR):
ith the announce-
ment of Soreng

as a new district in

Sikkim, the Govern-

ment has already com-

menced the initiation
of assessing various of-
fices and Government
establishments in and

around Soreng on a

temporary basis.

The Press Advi-
sor to CM, C.P. Sharma,
while interacting with
the IPR Department to-
day shared the tentative
locations in Soreng and
vicinity to house various
offices of the proposed
district.

He said that it was
a long pending demand
and aspiration of the
people of Soreng, Daram-
din, Sombaria, Ribdi and

other remote areas to
have a district in Soreng.
“The Chief Minister him-
self being a native of the
place is well aware of
all the hardships & diffi-
culties the people have
had to face just to reach
Gyalshing for any official
work,” he added.

He further said that
the new district will also
give an uplift to local em-
ployment and local busi-
nesses, wherein entre-
preneurs will have more
opportunities to start on
their own.

“The people here
are ecstatic and have

warmly welcomed the
Government's decision.
They firmly believe that
it will bring them finan-
cial stability and more
empowerment. This will
also help in getting bet-
ter health facilities along
with proper connectivi-
ty,” said the Advisor.




SummitTIMES | 27 June 2021

SiklkimSCAN

CM releases Homestay
Operators’ Manual

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

hief Minister Prem

Singh Tamang chaired
a meeting with the Tour-
ism Department at Sam-
man Bhawan today in the
presence of Minister, B.S
Panth, ACS Tourism, PCE
cum Secretary Tourism
and other senior officials.
As per a press release
from the Tourism De-
partment, the officials
updated the CM about the
status of the projects un-
der the department and
various upcoming proj-
ects. The Chief Minister
directed the department
to focus on the matters
like recommencement of
tourism in the state, Vis-
it Sikkim 2022 and Mega
Homestay projects.

The Chief Minister
joined the Minister and
officials from the De-

partment to release “The
Homestay Operator’s
Manual, Sikkim-experi-
encing Homestay Hospi-
tality in Sikkim”.

The Government of
Sikkim has taken proac-
tive measures for pro-
moting rural tourism
with major emphasis on
homestays as a means of
not only generating reve-
nue for the rural people
but also as a tool of pre-
serving the rich culture
and tradition of its peo-
ple. The launch of this
book is expected to add
one more milestone to-
wards promotion of rural
destinations.

The manual is aimed
at promoting rural tour-
ism and to enable the
tourists and travellers
to explore rural destina-
tions and experience ru-
ral lifestyles. Homestay

offers a great platform
to the rural masses for
earning their livelihood
as well as for showcas-
ing their fairs, festivals,
cuisines, traditional cus-
toms, folklores etc.

The manual is pre-
pared with an objec-
tive of providing the
basic guidelines and
principles for manage-
ment and operation of
a homestay. It focuses
on the roles and im-
portance of homestay,
maintenance of records,
cuisines, involvement
of local communities,
interaction with guests
and complaint handling.
Further, emphasis has
been laid on develop-
ing and promoting DIY
Culture (Do It Yourself)
apart from setting the
code of conduct for both
the host and the guest.

Homestay operators/
owners are expected
to benefit by adopting
the steps and measures
suggested in the manual
and this in turn is bound
to bring about not only
improvement in quality
service but also in stan-
dardization of services
provided by them. This
would act as a great
guide for the tourist,
stakeholders and Depart-
ment at large in shaping
the future policies and
programmes related to
rural tourism, the release
mentions.

In the end, the Chief
Minister also discussed
the Mega Homestay proj-
ect being initiated by
the State Government
for providing assistance
for  development of
homestay in a clustered
manner.

Ashamed that Maneka Gandhi MP
from my party, says BJP MLA

BHOPAL, 26 JuN [NDTV]:
Caught in a storm over an
abusive call she allegedly
made to a veterinarian
in Uttar Pradesh’s Agra
this week, BJP MP Mane-
ka Gandhi has now come
under attack from a lead-
er of her own party.
Former Madhya Pradesh
minister and BJP leg-
islator Ajay Vishnoi on
Saturday said he was
“ashamed” that Ms Gand-
hi was an MP from his
party.

“The words used by
BJP MP Maneka Gandhi
to talk to veterinary doc-
tor Vikas Sharma don't
prove that Veterinary
College Jabalpur is bad
but instead prove how
poor a woman she is. I
am ashamed she is a par-
ty MP (not a leader),” he
said in a tweet in Hindi.

Mr  Vishnoi's re-
mark came after veter-
inary doctors and stu-
dents from the Nanaji
Deshmukh  Veterinary
Science University in
Madhya Pradesh’s Jabal-
pur held a protest against
Ms Gandhi.

The Indian Veteri-
nary Association also

condemned the language
allegedly used by the
former union minister
against the Agra veteri-
narian.

A purported audio
clip of a telephonic con-
versation between Ms
Gandhi and the veter-
inary doctor had gone
viral on social media
this week where the
female voice can be
heard abusing and
threatening the doctor,
blaming him for an al-
leged botched surgery
on a dog.

Ms Gandhi is also
purportedly heard ask-
ing vet NL Gupta to re-
turn the money he has
taken from a client after
performing the surgery
and threatening to have
his license cancelled.

The former Union
Minister has not com-
mented on the contro-
versy yet.

The voice in the au-
dio clip could not be in-
dependently confirmed
but the vet alleged that
he got a call from the Si-
tapur MP.

During the course
of the purported con-

i

versation, Ms Gandhi is
allegedly heard using ex-
pletives in Hindi against
the doctor who address-

«

es her as “ma’am”.

“I got a call from
Member of Parliament
Maneka Gandhi on June
21 regarding the surgery
of the dog. I was shocked
when she asked me to
pay a compensation of
70,000 to the owner of
the dog or else she would
get my license cancelled,”
Dr Gupta told PTI.

“Besides, she insulted
my profession, my father
and my eligibility and
used abusive language,”
he alleged.

Dr Gupta said he had
informed the dog owner
about the post-operative
care, but the animal was
notlooked after properly.

“Due to mismanage-
ment in post-operative
care by the owner and
improper antibodies
treatment, the stitches
came undone,” he said.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Secretary granted extension

AMARAVATI, JUNE 26
(PTI): The Central gov-
ernment on Saturday
granted a three-month
extension in service to
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Secretary Aditya Nath
Das.

The 1987 batch IAS offi-
cer is due for retirement
on June 30 on attaining
the age of superannua-
tion.

The State govern-
ment, however, wrote
to the Centre last month
requesting that Das ser-
vices be extended by

three months from July
1 in view of the ongoing
Covid-19 crisis.

The Department of
Personnel and Training
issued an order today ac-
cepting the request and
granting the extension to
Das.

Accordingly, the Chief
Secretary would contin-
ue in office till Septem-
ber 30.

Official sources said
the State government
is seeking to bring back
1985 batch IAS officer
Reddy Subrahmanyam to

N
'

il

the State cadre from Cen-
tral deputation.

Subrahmanyam is
now the Secretary in the
Union Ministry of Social
Justice and Empower-
ment.

Indications are that
Subrahmanyam  would
be made the Chief Secre-
tary to succeed Das.

The Jagan govern-
ment overlooked Sub-
rahmanyam in December
last year while appoint-
ing Das, an officer two
years junior, as the State
Chief Secretary.

Weather
warning issued
for next week

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

he India Meteorolog-

ical Department has
issued a weather warn-
ing for Sikkim for next
week - 28 June-02 July -
predicting “heavy to very
heavy” rain in the State.
While heavy downpours
are primarily expect-
ed over East and North
districts from Monday
to Wednesday, the wet
weather is projected to
intensify on Thursday
and Friday to encompass
West and South Sikkim as
well. The Met Office con-
siders rainfall between
07-11 cm to be heavy and
precipitation going up to
20CM very heavy. As per
the forecast, 30 June and
01 July will see the heavi-
est rain next week.

Mail us at
aduertise@
summittimes.

com
or call us at
:03992-208698

DDA to hold webinars on Delhi’s draft master plan

NEw DELH], JuN 26 (PTI):
A series of thematic we-
binars have been lined

for July by DDA to seek
people’s opinion on
the Master Plan 2041
draft, officials said on
Saturday.

This will facilitate citi-
zens to understand the
draft plan better and
give more constructive

suggestions, a senior
official said.
Greener environ-

ment with protection
norms, vibrant econo-
my, enhanced mobility,
promoting cleaner fu-
els and rejuvenation of
heritage fabric of the
city are among the key
areas encompassed in
this vision document
prepared by the Delhi
Development Author-
ity.

The draft Master

Plan of Delhi (MPD)
2041 was made avail-
able early June on the
website of the Delhi
Development Author-
ity and public sugges-
tions and objections
have been invited.

The webinars are
open to all citizens and
stakeholders with their
links available on the
DDA website, the official
said, adding the sessions
are divided into various
thematic segments as
per the chapters in the
draft MPD 2041.

On July 1, six chap-
ters will be covered in-
troduction and vision
(chapter 1);
ment (2,3); economy
(4); and culture, heri-

environ-

tage and public spaces
(5, 6), the official said.

On July 6, shelter
and social infrastruc-

ture (7, 8), transport
and mobility (chapters
9 to 12) will be cov-
ered. Two more we-
binars will be held on
July 13 and July 20, one
on each day.

Suggestions and
objections can also be
submitted by July 23,
the DDA said.

The MPD 2041 is a
strategic and enabling
framework to guide fu-
ture growth of the city,
built upon the lessons
learnt from the imple-
mentation of the pre-
vious plans,” according

to the draft.

Its preparation
started in 2017, and
remained on track in
spite of the lockdown
and other restrictions
the
pandemic,

on account of
COVID-19
officials said.
The first MPD was
promulgated in 1962
under the Delhi Devel-
opment Act of 1957,
followed by the master
plans of 2001 and 2021,
each of which is an exten-
sive modification of the

respective previous plan
document.

lows:-

wife.

BEFORE THE OATH COMMISSION-
ER, AT GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM

AFFIDAVIT
WHEREAS, IDenjom Lepcha, son of Shri Deni Lep-
cha, aged about 37 years, by faith Christian, by oc-
cupation Army , resident of Dhajia Busty, P.O. Nagri
Spur, District Darjeeling , West Bengal 724215, do
hereby solemnly affirm on oath and declare as fol-

1. The Bina Rai Lepcha is my legally wedded

India, China agree to maintain dialogue to
resolve LAC standoff in Eastern Ladakh

NEwW DELHI, 26 JuN [PTI]: In-
dia and China on Friday agreed
to hold the next round of mil-
itary talks at an early date to
achieve the objective of com-
plete disengagement in re-
maining friction points in east-
ern Ladakh amid fresh spar-
ring between the two sides on
the prolonged LAC standoff.

At a virtual meeting of
the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordina-
tion (WMCC) on border affairs,
the two sides had a “frank ex-
change” of views and decided
to maintain dialogue to reach a
mutually acceptable solution for
withdrawal of troops in all fric-
tion points to enable progress
in the overall ties, according to
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

In a statement at the end
of the talks, the MEA said both
sides agreed on the need to find
an early resolution to the re-
maining issues along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh.

The talks took place in the
backdrop of a fresh round of
sparring between the two sides
over the standoff as well as

deadlock in further movement
in the disengagement process
after the withdrawal of troops
by both sides from the north and
south banks of Pangong Lake in
February.

“Both sides agreed on the
need to find an early resolution
to the remaining issues along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh keeping in
view the agreement reached be-
tween the two foreign ministers
in September 2020,” the MEA
statement said.

“In this regard, the two sides
agreed to maintain dialogue and
communication through the
diplomatic and military mech-
anisms to reach a mutually ac-
ceptable solution for complete
disengagement from all friction
points so as to ensure full resto-
ration of peace and tranquillity
to enable progress in the bilat-
eral relations,” it added.

The MEA said both sides
also agreed that in the interim,
the two sides will continue to
ensure stability on the ground
and prevent any untoward in-
cident.

“The two sides agreed to
hold the next round of the se-

nior commanders meeting at
an early date to achieve the
objective of complete disen-
gagement from all the friction
points along the LAC in the
western sector in accordance
with the existing bilateral
agreements and protocols,” it
said. India refers to the eastern
Ladakh region as the western
sector. The previous round of
military talks(11th round) was
held on April 9.

“The two sides had a frank
exchange of views on the situa-
tion along the LAC in the west-
ern sector of the India-China
border areas,” the MEA said.

A war of words broke out
between India and China on
the border standoff this week.

India on Thursday blamed
China for the standoff saying
its amassing of a large number
of troops close to the border
and attempts to unilaterally
alter the status quo along the
LAC last year were responsible
for seriously disturbing peace
and tranquillity in the region.

India’s response came after
China said its military deploy-
ment in the region is a normal
defence arrangement aimed at

“preventing and responding”
to alleged “encroachment and
threat” on Chinese territory by
India.

The WMCC meet was co-
chaired by MEA's additional
secretary (East Asia) Naveen
Srivastava and the direc-
tor-general of the boundary
and oceanic department of
China’s foreign ministry.

India and China had
reached a five-point agreement
to resolve the border standoff
during talks between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi at a meeting in Mos-
cow on September 10 on the
sidelines of a Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation(SCO)
conclave.

The pact included mea-
sures like quick disengagement
of troops, avoiding action that
could escalate tensions, adher-
ence to all agreements and pro-
tocols on border management,
and steps to restore peace along
the LAC.

India and China were locked
in a military standoff at multiple
friction points in eastern Ladakh
since early May last year. How-

ever, the two sides completed
the withdrawal of troops and
weapons from the North and
South banks of Pangong lake in
February following a series of
military and diplomatic talks.

The two sides are now en-
gaged in talks to extend the
disengagement process to the
remaining friction points.

India has been particularly
pressing for the disengagement
of troops in Hot Springs, Gogra,
and Depsang.

According to military offi-
cials, each side currently has
around 50,000 to 60,000 troops
along the LAC in the sensitive
high altitude sector.

There was no visible forward
movement in disengagement of
troops in the remaining friction
points as the Chinese side did
not show flexibility in their ap-
proach to this issue at the 11th
round of military talks.

Last month, Army Chief Gen
MM Naravane said there can be
no de-escalation without com-
plete disengagement at all fric-
tion points in eastern Ladakh
and that the Indian Army is pre-
pared for all contingencies in the
region.

PL4145E.

Lepcha.

2. That actual and correct name of my wife
is Bina Rai Lepcha and same is recorded in all his
relevant documents, including her Voter’s Identity
Card bearing MDM2479103, Aadhar Card bearing
no 830108119726 and Pan Card bearing no AWF-

3.  The inadvertently in my Service Record of
Indian Army bearing Army No. 9424256-H, Rank
- NK, name of my wife has been reflected as Bina

4.  That this affidavit is sworn on oath to de-
clare that persons known by the names of Bina Rar
Lepcha & Bina Lepcha are one and single identical
person i.e. my wife.

Sd/-
Deponent.

KUTSE SHEGU

terfly Fly Over.

_| day]. All relatives, friends and
o well-wishers are requested to
{ join us in offering Prayers for

We would also like to take this opportunity to ex-
press our gratitude towards all those who stood by
us during our time of bereavement and to thank you
all for your kind support and concern.

Passong Gensapa 8918153622
Kuentsel Gensapa 7679217911
Ranjana Chakraborty 9641927953

ith deep sorrow we
would like to inform that
Kutse Shegu of Late Tenzing
Bhutia who left his Heaven-
ly abode on 15th May 2021
falls on 02nd July 2021 [Fri-

the departed Soul at Deorali,
Hotel Chowtara besides But-
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SAATHI observes Int’'l Day Against
Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

ikkim Against Ad-

diction Towards
Healthy India [SAATHI]
observed International
Day Against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking on
26 Jun, 2021. The theme
of this year is “Share
facts on drug, save lives”.

As per a press re-
lease, SAATHI had orga-
nized an interactive ses-
sion with peer educators
through online platform
wherein,  Counselling
Psychologist of La Mar-
tiniere School (Kolkata),
Prgyan Dewan was the
resource person.

The session aimed to
discuss various issues
on substance abuse es-
pecially related to our

children and how we can
educate and empower
children and youth, so
that we can prevent our
children and eliminate
drug abuse from our so-

ciety.

Further, SAATHI
had also donated face-
masks, sanitizers and
gloves to Gangtok Mu-
nicipal  Corporation
which was handed
over to Mayor, Gang-

-

tok and also to Prima-
ry Health Centres of 32
No. and Pakyong, East
Sikkim. SAATHI had also
organized Mobile Pho-
tography  competition
among school students.

More than five hun-
dred students had partic-
ipated, wherein top three
students will be award-
ed with cash prize and
certificates, the release
mentions.

Assam Government Employees’ body
criticises No Vaccine, No Salary plan

GUWAHAT], 26 JUN [PTII:
The Assam government
has stressed that efforts
are being made to ensure
that state government
employees at the front-
line of the fight against
Covid get vaccinated and
added that those who do
not take the shots may
face salary cuts.
The state government
had on Wednesday asked
all its departments to find
out the status of Covid
vaccination of frontline
employees before their
salaries are disbursed.

The move had hinted
that payments may be
held back for those who
have taken the jabs yet.

State Health Minister
Keshab Mahanta today
said deputy commission-
ers have been asked to
make special efforts to
vaccinate frontline work-
ers who have not taken
the shots yet. He added
that refusal to get vacci-
nated may lead to action
such as pay cuts or with-
holding of salaries.

The state government
has also ordered district
authorities to withhold

monthly remunerations
of Anganwadi workers if
they don’t get vaccinated.

The move has been
strongly criticised by the
Sadou Assam Karmacha-
ri Parishad, an organisa-
tion of state government
employees in Assam
which has about 4 lakh
members.

“We  oppose the
government’s move of

no vaccination, no sal-
ary because there are
many workers who have
heart-related  diseases
and they have not taken
the vaccination. This is
injustice to the govern-
ment employees who are
suffering from chronic
disease,” the organisa-
tion said in a statement.
“I believe there is no
use connecting vaccina-

tion with salary. Vacci-
nation is a clear-cut ap-
proach of the govern-
ment. We are encour-
aging each and every
employee. Frontline
employees need to
be vaccinated; police,
health department,
secretariat sanita-
tion, etc. I think max-
imum numbers of em-
ployees are already

vaccinated. Everyone
should be encouraged
for vaccination,” Parth
Hazarika, joint secretary
of the organisation, told
NDTV.

“This should not have
been connected to the
salary. Employees want
to get vaccinated. But sal-
ary and vaccination are
two different subjects,”
he added.

PM holds Covid review, calls for NGOs’ help in vaccine outreach

NEw DELHI, 26 JUN
[NDTV]: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a
meeting on Saturday to
review the situation with
the coronavirus pandem-
icin the country, express-
ing satisfaction at the
rate of vaccination but
calling for the outreach
to be widened with the
help of NGOs, his office
said.

“Officials gave a de-
tailed presentation to the
PM on the progress of
vaccination in the coun-
try. PM was briefed about
the age-wise vaccination
coverage. PM was also
briefed about the vaccine
coverage among health-
care workers, frontline
workers and general
population in various

states,” a statement from
his office said.

“Officials  apprised
the PM about the vac-
cine supply in the up-
coming months and
efforts being made to
increase production,” it
said.

The meeting came
amid growing concerns
about the Delta Plus
variant of the corona-
virus and an impend-
ing third wave, weeks
after the second wave
of COVID-19 left thou-
sands of dead and un-
leashed unprecedented
suffering.

New variants are a
concern in India, where
more than half the pop-
ulation is still not vac-
cinated. Only about 5.6

per cent of India’s adult
population of 95 crore
has received two doses.

The country has re-
ported around 50 cases
of Delta Plus, and studies
are ongoing to test the
effectiveness of existing
vaccines against the vari-
ant.

“PM was informed
that 3.77 crore doses
have been administered
in the last six days which
is more than the entire
population of countries
like Malaysia, Saudi Ara-
bia and Canada,” the
statement from his office
said.

Even though as a
percentage of the popu-
lation, the vaccine cov-
erage remains low, the
PM’s office pointed out

that so far, 128 districts
in the country have vac-
cinated more than 50 per
cent of the 45+ popula-
tion and 16 districts have
vaccinated more than 90
per cent of the 45+ pop-
ulation.

“PM expressed satis-
faction at the rising speed
of vaccinations in this
week and stressed that it
is important to carry this
momentum forward,” the
statement said.

“Officers briefed the
PM that they are in touch
with state governments
to explore and imple-
ment innovative methods
to reach people for vacci-
nation,” it said.

“PM spoke about the
need to involve NGOs and
other organisations in

such efforts,” it added.

The Prime Minister
asked officers to work
with the states to ensure
that the pace of testing
does not go down, say-
ing that testing remains
a very important weap-
on to track and contain
rising infections in any
region.

Officers also briefed
the PM about the rising
interest in the CoWIN
platform - the tech back-
bone of India’s vaccina-
tion drive - globally.

“The PM said that ef-
forts should be made to
help all countries, who
have expressed interest,
with India’s rich tech
expertise in the form of
CoWIN platform,” the
statement said.

3rd Covid wave unlikely to mirror devastating 2nd Wave: ICMR

NEw DELHI, 26 JUN
[NDTV]: A potential
third wave of Covid in-
fections seems unlikely
to be as severe as the
second wave, says a mod-
elling study by a team of
scientists from the In-
dian Council Of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
Imperial College London,
UK. Rapid scale-up of
vaccination efforts, says
the study, could play an

important role in miti-
gating the present and
future waves of the dis-
ease.

India’s first wave of
SARSCoV-2 infection be-
gan in late January 2020
with a peak attained in
mid-September. This
phase was relatively mild
compared to the second
wave that followed, from
mid-February 2021 on-
wards, exhibiting a more

explosive spread across
the country.

A major factor driving
this second wave is the
emergence of more-in-
fectious variants of SARS-
CoV-2, principally B.1.1.7
(Alpha  variant) and
B.1.617.2 (Delta variant),
of which the latter has
played a dominant role in
recent months.

Third waves have
emerged in other coun-

tries - like the UK and the
USA - and are driven by a
range of factors, says the
study.

The results suggest
that a third wave, if it
should occur, is unlike-
ly to be as severe as the
second wave, given the
extent of spread that has
already taken place in In-
dia, it adds.

“Consequently, for a
virus to cause a major

third wave in the face of
this pre-existing immu-
nity, extreme scenarios
for the abrogation of that
immunity are required,
or for that matter, for the
transmission fitness of
any novel virus,” says the
article in the Indian Jour-
nal of Medical Research.

AIIMS chief Dr Ran-
deep Guleria said the
same thing to NDTV on
Saturday.

Police arrest two in
possession of drugs

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 26 JUN:
Police have arrested
two persons for being
in possession of contra-
band substances today
in Gangtok. According
to police, at around 2
pm today information
was received that one
person named Yesar Ar-
fat was roaming around
Arithang and suspected

to have contraband sub-
stances.

He was intercept-
ed near Rai cottage,
Arithang and on search
around 230 capsules
of Spasmodon and 20
tablets of Nitrosun 10
were found in his pos-
session.

Further, he dis-
closed that the contra-
band substances were

bought from one per-
son who stays at a hotel
in MG Marg. On search
of the hotel, one per-
son name Durga Gupta
@ Golu was found con-
cealing contraband sub-
stances in which total
7700 Spasmodon cap-
sules and 2600 Nitrosun
tablets were found and
seized in the presence of
witnesses.

SMU hosts webinar to mark
In'tl Day Against Drug Abuse

F =

Chuef Guest: Mr. Vesrendra Mishra,
IAS, Dairector, National Institute of
Social Defence, Mimestry of Social
Justice, Govermment of India

Special Guest. Dr Shriprakash.

Assistant Director, Regional

Photos of National Webinar on The Role of Youth for Shanng Facts on Drugs & Saving Lives on
the occasion of International Day against Drug Abuse and Ilicrt Trafficking

- 1o R K

Moderator: Mr Hemant K. Yadav,
MNational Youth Awardes and PhD
Scholar, Sikdom University

Participants of National Webinar

Special Guest: Mr Nabin Kumar Naik,
Regional Director, NYKS Eastern
Region, Govt. of India

Mr. Namgyal Sherpa, Programme &
Nodel Offecer of South District for the

Avurvedic Research Institute, COVID 19
Gangtol, Siklkim
SUMMIT REPORT The webinar was a as special guest.

GANGTOK, 26 JUN:

he NSS cell of Sikkim

Manipal  Universi-
ty organised a National
Webinar today on the
“Role of Youths for Shar-
ing Facts on Drugs and
Saving Lives” to mark In-
ternational Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking.

joint collaboration with
the NYKS Eastern Re-
gion, an official press re-
lease informs.

Director; National In-
stitute of Social Defence,
Veerendra Mishra, joined
the webinar as chief guest
accompanied by Nabin Ku-
mar Naik, Regional Direc-
tor; NYKS Eastern Region,

Dr Shriprakash, As-
sistant Director, Regional
Ayurvedic Research In-
stitute, Gangtok, was the
keynote speaker.

120 participants
from across the country
took part in the webinar
which was moderated by
Hemant K. Yadav, a na-
tional youth awardee.

Kolkata “fake” vaccine drive accused
may be charged with attempt to murder

KOLKATA, 26 JUN
[NDTV]: The alleged vac-
cine fraudster in Kolkata
who held at least three
vaccination camps may
now be charged with
attempt to murder. The
Kolkata Police will ap-
peal to court today to add
Section 307 to the list of
charges.

The police say that
instead of the Covid vac-
cine, Debanjan Deb gave
people shots of the an-
ti-biotic Amikacin with-
out checking if they were
allergic to any particular
antibiotic, which could
have turned fatal for
them.

Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee herself is
believed to have instruct-
ed the commissioner of
Kolkata police to add the
attempt to murder case.
She has also reportedly
told him that no one as-
sociated with the fraud
should be spared.

The BJP has accused
the Trinamool of being
involved in the scam.

Dilip Ghosh, BJP state
chief, said, “The Trina-
mool has now started a
vaccine syndicate. Who
knows where else such
fraud is going on. Similar
frauds could be happen-
ing in other parts of the
state as well.”

Mr Ghosh's com-
ments came after his par-
ty demanded a CBI probe
into the fraud. “The fraud
couldn’t have happened
without the involvement
of Trinamool leaders,’
party leader Sayantan
Bose said.

He also threatened
a protest march to the
police headquarters in
Lalbazar with a one-lakh

strong crowd.

An advocate at the
Calcutta High Court has
filed a PIL for a CBI probe
in the case.

Meanwhile, actor
and Trinamool MP Mimi
Chakraborty who had
first raised the alarm
about the fraud vacci-
nation camp cancelled a
virtual press conference
today as she was feel-
ing unwell. Her office,
quoting doctors, said
that initial examination
pointed out that the ac-
tor-MP may be having
a gall bladder problem.
Ms Chakraborty was
not having any reaction
to the fake vaccine that
she was administered on
Tuesday, they said.

Three more arrests
have been arrested in the
vaccine fraud case - two
people were arrested
for forging signatures to
open bank accounts and
a third for taking an ac-
tive part in the vaccina-
tion camps.

All three arrested will
be produced in court today.

Police have also filed
three additional cases
against the fraudster for
cheating people of money
amounting to almost one
crore rupees.

One private firm gave
him about 1.2 lakh to get
172 employees vaccinated,
a pharma company gave
him @ 4 lakh after he prom-
ised to get it a tender for
hand sanitizers and a con-
tractor was cheated of @ 90
lakh, paid for the construc-
tion of a stadium.

Debanjan Deb has
told police that he start-
ed posing as an IAS offi-
cer to primarily please
his parents. Son of a re-

tired senior excise offi-
cer, Debanjan Deb made
an unsuccessful attempt
in the IAS exams in 2017
but told his parents that
he had cleared it, officials
said.

Posing as a social
worker and documenta-
ry filmmaker, he made
contacts in the state’s
Information and Cultural
Affairs Department and
the Municipal Corpora-
tion.

Once the pandemic
started, he spent money
to buy sanitizers, masks,
and PPE and distribut-
ed them free to NGOs.
He also started seeking
sub-contracts from Kol-
kata Municipal Corpo-
ration contractors and

became an influence
peddler.

“He started getting
importance. Flowers

were being showered on
him at events and so on,”
said Mr Murlidhar Shar-
ma, joint commissioner
(crime) Kolkata Police.
“We are of course check-
ing out all claims he is
making,” Mr Sharma said.

Meanwhile, police
have identified 515 peo-
ple who took the shot at
Kasba and 72 at a college
where the fraudster held
a camp as well. A hunt is
on to identify others who
may have taken the shot
at Kasba. The total num-
ber of victims could be
as high as 2,000, officials
said.

On the chief minis-
ter’s orders, the victims
have to be identified and
examined by the munic-
ipal corporation, and,
once declared fit, they
should be given the vac-
cines.
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Find the Right Allies
to Battle Addiction

Invite counsellors to nuance
Sikkim’s anti-drugs campaign

S aturday was International Day Against Drug Abuse. It is an
important day for the world at large which continues to
grapple with this challenge which has everyone confounded,
none more so than the administration in Sikkim which has
taken on the battle but refuses to collaborate with the right
allies.

Sikkim has a customised anti-drugs law which makes
peddling in prescription drugs not covered by the Narcotic
Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Act but abused commonly,
and dangerously so, in the State, a much more ‘criminal’ of-
fence. Prescription drugs like Spasmoproxyvon and a range
of cough syrups are extensively abused in Sikkim, but did not
attract any severe enough penal punishment to deter their
peddling. This loophole was addressed by the Sikkim An-
ti-Drugs Act of 2006 and the rules which were subsequently
notified under it. Those who were expecting substance abuse
to decrease with SADA have been expectedly let down. Al-
though individuals caught with prescription drugs of abuse
can now be tried and sent away for jail-terms, substance
abuse has definitely not come down in Sikkim; not just be-
cause the law is inadequate in itself, but also because laws,
no matter how strong, cannot combat a social challenge in
the absence of complementing initiatives. This collaboration
is normally expected of the civil society, but since there is
none in Sikkim, it is time that the government approached
the challenge of substance abuse afresh and catalysed the re-
quired involvements and interventions.

Babus, for some reason, resist any attempts at collabora-
tions. They want to be able to talk down to everyone and that
is how the on-paper collaborations have been structured.
It has now been 15 years since SADA was promulgated and
one needs to only look at the addiction graph which has not
dipped at all and continues to rise to realise that some ad-
justments to attitudes and approaches are required.

One needs to bear in mind that SADA was necessitated
by the peculiar nature of substance abuse in Sikkim and it is
to the then State Government’s credit that it recognised the
situation and took the first step. A decade and a half later of
only many more convictions but no reduction in addiction or
increase in recoveries should mandate that the second step
towards addressing addiction is taken. SADA, in its present
form, is deployed exclusively as a law and order device - by
cops carrying out ‘drug busts’. In its original draft, the Act
was more holistic in its approach and sought to make clear
delineation between peddlers and addicts, between pun-
ishment and help. To achieve this, its implementation needs
to be nuanced with compassion and a wider understanding
about addiction and the traumas of the drug-dependent. For
this, a wider engagement is required to address the chal-
lenge. Peddling can remain a law and order issue, but indi-
vidual addiction needs more considerate handling [as was
also envisaged in the original Act], and this understanding
can be gained only if more minds are invited to address the
implementation and suggest required course-corrections in
Sikkim’s efforts to contain addiction. A good place to begin
will be in the reconstitution of the Sikkim Anti Drugs Author-
ity Committee [established under the Act] to include, in ef-
fective roles, those who are working with addicts and helping
rehabilitate all they can reach out to. At present, this Com-
mittee gives only government officers any teeth, and most of
them land in it ex-officio and cannot be expected to make any
substantial contributions because of their ignorance about
the issue at hand and the many other responsibilities which
compete for their attention. Those who have dedicated their
lives to help repair the damage of addiction, if included in
such a committee and given effective control of it, will defi-
nitely table practical suggestions and effective interventions
through SADA to give Sikkim a fighting chance at combating
addiction among its young.

Allowing such engagement will not be easy for the bu-
reaucracy to recommend, but is a leap of faith which the pol-
icy-makers can make, and when they land, Sikkim will be in
a much better place. It will not be out of place here to also
recommend a task force which analyses the SAD Act’s imple-
mentation every quarter and submits a report to the govern-
ment on what went right and what aspects of the law need
some course corrections.

Homo longi: Extinct human species that may replace
Neanderthals as our closest relatives found in China

ANTHONY SINCLAIR
THECONVERSATION.COM

n 1933 a mysterious fossil skull

was discovered near Harbin City
in the Heilongjiang province of
north-eastern China. Despite being
nearly perfectly preserved - with
square eye sockets, thick brow ridg-
es and large teeth - nobody could
work out exactly what it was. The
skull is much bigger than that of
Homo sapiens and other human
species - and its brain size is similar
to that of our own species. Histori-
cal events left it without a secure
place of origin or date, until today.

Now a team of Chinese, Austra-
lian and British researchers has fi-
nally solved the puzzle - the skull
represents a previously unknown
extinct human species. The re-
search, published as three studies
in the journal Innovation, suggests
this is our closest relative in the hu-
man family tree.

Dubbed Homo longi, which can
be translated as “dragon river”, it is
named after the province in which it
was found. The identification of the
skull, thought to have come from a
50-year-old male, was partly based
on chemical analysis of sediments
trapped inside it.

This confirmed it comes from
the upper part of the Huangshan
rock formation near Harbin City.
The formation was reliably dated to
the Middle Pleistocene - 125,000 to
800,000 years ago. Uranium series
dating, which involves using the
known rate of decay of radioactive
uranium atoms in a sample to work
out its age, showed that the fossil it-
self is at least 146,000 years old.

Homo longi can now takes its
place among an ever increasing
number of hominin species across
Africa, Europe and Asia.

CONSTRUCTING A FAMILY TREE

Determining the historical re-
lationship between fossil species,
however, remains one of the most
difficult tasks in the study of human
evolution. In recent years, the analy-
sis of ancient DNA has transformed
our understanding of the relation-
ship between early populations of
modern humans. It has also high-
lighted how we are different - and
similar - to our most immediate rel-
atives, the Neanderthals.

Surviving DNA, however, is very
rare for fossil hominins from the
Middle Pleistocene, as it tends to
degrade over time. Evolutionary
relationships must therefore be de-
termined using other evidence. This
is usually data on the shape - mor-
phology - of fossils, their age and
geographical location.

The Harbin team generated a
family tree (“phylogeny”) of hu-
man lineages to work out how the
species relates to modern humans.
This tree is based on morphological
data from 95 largely complete fos-
sil specimens of different hominin
species living during the Middle
Pleistocene, including Homo erec-
tus, Homo neanderthalensis, Homo
heidelbergensis and Homo sapiens
along with their known ages. The
tree also suggests that five pre-
viously unidentified fossils from
northeastern China are from Homo
longi.

It predicts that the common an-
cestor of Homo longi and Homo sa-
piens lived approximately 950,000
years ago. Furthermore, it suggests
that both species shared a com-
mon ancestor with Neanderthals a
bit more than 1 million years ago,
meaning we may have split from
Neanderthals 400,000 earlier than
previously thought (we used to
think it was 600,000 years ago).

Until now, the Neanderthals
were considered our closest rela-
tive (according to the study, we split
from Homo heidelbergensis some
1.3 million years ago). Debates
about the evolution of modern hu-
mans and what it is that makes us
“human” therefore relied heavily
on comparisons to Neanderthals.
But the new discovery pushes Ne-
anderthals one step further away
from ourselves and makes simple
comparisons between two species
much less important to understand-
ing what ultimately makes us who
we are.

There are, however, still signif-
icant points of concern about the
dating of this phylogenetic model,
as recognised by the authors. The
predicted dates for the common
ancestors between human lineages
do not match the dates of actual dis-
covered fossils, or those predicted
by the analysis of DNA.

For example, this study propos-
es that there was Homo sapiens in
Eurasia at about 400,000 years ago.
But the oldest fossil for this species
known outside Africa is little more
than half this age. At the same time,
the split between Homo sapiens
and Neanderthals predicted here at
more than 1 million years old does
not match the prediction of nucle-
ar DNA analysis, which suggests
it happened much later. However,
it can be backed up by doing DNA
analysis with genetic material taken
from the cell’s engine, called the mi-
tochondria.

The older estimates presented
by this study may result from the
use of new techniques, called Bayes-
ian tip dating, which aren’t normally
used in evolutionary studies. These
can take into account both mor-
phological and molecular data and
make predictions about the possi-
ble sequence and date of the diver-
gence of species.

WIDER PERSPECTIVE

While the shape of the family
tree presented here is likely to stand
the test of time, it is still too early to
accept these predicted divergence
dates as definitive. That said, the re-
search also sheds important light on
how human species occurred and

spread through the Middle Pleisto-
cene - into all areas of our planet.
Crucially, many of these species may
have interbreed.

Europe was the origin point for
Neanderthals. Meanwhile, the Asian
human species Homo erectus was
a critical evolutionary step, giving
rise to all later hominin species.
And now we know that Homo lon-
gi evolved in Asia too. It therefore
looks like Africa was a destination
as well as a point of origin for the
spread of human species.

The Harbin cranium also tells
another story about human evolu-
tion as a science and as an interna-
tional discipline. Human evolution
was originally a European area of
interest, focused on evidence from
sites in western and central Europe.
The discovery of fossils in Africa
added great time depth to the or-
igins of the human lineage and led
to a common story of the spread of
new species out of Africa.

The Harbin cranium reminds us
of the vast expanse of Asia, whose
fossils and scientists are now com-

ing to the fore. Further insights may
come both from the discovery of
new species and old figurative art.
In the case of the Harbin cranium,
it is the application of new tech-
niques of analysis that has brought

old specimens back into active use.
Asia is now in the driving seat of the

study of human evolution.
[the writer is Professor of
Archaeological Theory and Meth-
od, University of Liverpool]
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Screen - the Legacy of Xena 20 Years On

AMANDA POTTER
THECONVERSATION.COM

ena the warrior princess, played by Lucy

Lawless, captivated audiences around the
world for six series with her high kicks, sword
skills and distinctive war cry. The series fol-
lowed her as she fought her way through
armies, monsters and gods, alongside her soul
mate and moral compass, Gabrielle (Renee
0’Connor).

Xena travelled across space and time, tak-
ing us from ancient Greece to Rome, Egypt,
Britain, China, India, Scandinavia and finally to
Japan, where it all came to an end 20 years ago
on June 18 2001.

Starting life as an antagonist of Hercules
in three episodes of Hercules: The Legendary
Journeys, Xena was so popular as a character
that she was given her spin-off series that ran
from 1995 to 2001. At the time, Xena: Warrior
Princess was considered groundbreaking as it
started a strong female action heroine and was
the only popular adventure, action, science
fiction or fantasy show that featured female
leads without male counterparts.

On the 20th anniversary of the final epi-
sode, it worth revisiting this great show and
exploring why it was loved by a truly broad spec-
trum of viewers, from young girls drawn in by
an active female role model and ancient history
buffs to sci-fi fans and the LGBTQ community.

XENA AND THE AMAZONS

A reformed warlord from ancient Greece,
Xena was not an Amazon but a friend to the
tribes of warrior women. To ancient Greek writ-
ers, the Amazons were women who fought and
behaved like men and were unnatural barbar-
ians. They have since been adopted as positive

female role models who break with misogynis-
tic stereotypes of womanhood - they live in a
self-sufficient, female-dominated society as war-
riors and intellects. The term Amazon feminism
is now used to describe a branch of feminism
that promotes female physical prowess as a
way to achieve gender equality.

Before Xena, the Amazons featured in the
1970s Wonder Woman series. Not quite the
feminist icons we expect today, these women
wore pastel-coloured negligees as they adopt-
ed a peaceful life without men on Paradise Is-
land.

In Xena, while the Amazons may also have
been attired in revealing costumes made of
furs and skins, their separatist society values
martial as well as academic skills. An Amazon
tells Gabrielle that the Amazon world is based
on “truth and an individual woman'’s strength”.

The Amazons from Greek mythology lived
apart from men, at the edge of the known
world, and fought bravely against male he-
roes such as Hercules, Theseus and Achilles. In
Xena, the Amazons also live in a matriarchal so-
ciety and are skilled fighters who can hold their
own against men.

The Amazons in Wonder Woman (2017) can
be seen as Xena’s big-screen descendants. The
costumes and fighting prowess of Penthesilea
(Nina Milner) in the BBC drama Troy: Fall of a
City (2018) has tinges of Xena. While the leader-
ship ability of the immortal Amazon Andy (Char-
lize Theron) in the Netflix film The Old Guard,
can also be seen as inspired by Xena.

But while Troy: Fall of a City and The Old
Guard are aimed at older audiences, Xena was
popular across all age groups. For instance, epi-
sodes of Xena were broadcast in the UK on Chan-

nel Five’s Milkshake! Saturday morning slot in
the 90s and early noughties for young viewers.
This led many young girls to adopt Xena as their
role model.

THE XENA SUBTEXT

Xena was also popular with gay and lesbian
viewers. In the 1990s, openly gay relationships
were mostly missing from popular US television
series. However, Xena’s relationship with Gabri-
elle was interpreted as much as that of hero and
sidekick as it was friends and lovers. Series pro-
ducers began to play with this idea, for example,
putting Xena and Gabrielle together in a sexy
bath in season two fan-favourite episode A Day
in the Life, so that for many, the subtext became
the main text.

Although a lot of fans were dismayed that
Xena died in the final episode they were treat-
ed to a long goodbye kiss between Gabrielle
and Xena's ghost. Series producers never
openly made Xena and Gabrielle a lesbian
couple. But LGBTQ+ fans championed their
relationship, which is believed to have paved
the way for openly gay relationships we see in
television series today.

One of the joys of looking back at Xena 20
years on is its playfulness when compared
with dark fantasy sci-fi fantasies like Game of
Thrones. It features seriously badass female
characters, and at times offers a serious mes-
sage about female solidarity and feminism,
but doesn’t take itself too seriously. Some of the
special effects may now seem dated, but the sto-
rylines still ring true and the characters of Xena
and Gabrielle can continue to be inspirational for
a new generation of young female viewers.

[the writer is Visiting Research
Fellow, The Open University]
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President’s actions can be subject to
judicial review, Nepal's lawyers argue

BINOD GHIMIRE

Kathmandu, 26 Jun
[KathmanduPost]: In its
written clarification pre-
sented to the Supreme
Court on June 17, the Of-
fice of the President had
argued that the actions of
the President cannot be
subject to judicial review.
It said that as the Pres-

ident takes decisions
based on the govern-
ment’s recommenda-

tions or the role defined
by the constitution, it
cannot be reviewed by
the judiciary.

However, the law-
yers pleading on behalf
of the writ petitioners
challenging the May 21
dissolution of the House
of Representatives on
Friday argued that the
President’s actions are
very much open to judi-
cial review.

On the third day of
the hearing against the
House dissolution case,
advocate Tika Ram Bhat-
tarai said the Office of the
President presented un-
constitutional arguments
saying the President’s
moves are above legal
purview.

“Except for the issues
the constitution clearly
says cannot be reviewed,
all others fall under the
scope of judicial review,”
said Bhattarai.

Bhattarai even
claimed that if the Presi-
dent fails to perform the
responsibility assigned

by the constitution s/he
can be impeached.

“The President can-
not shirk her constitu-
tional responsibilities.
By refusing to appoint
Nepali Congress Presi-
dent Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba prime minister, the
President failed to per-
form her constitutional
responsibility,” he ar-
gued. “She cannot say, ‘I
won’t appoint’. It was her
responsibility to appoint
Deuba who had the sup-
port of 149 lawmakers.”

Nepali Congress Pres-
ident Deuba on May 21
had presented his claim
for the prime minister’s
post with the signatures
of 149 lawmakers of the
dissolved House of Rep-
resentatives. In addition
to 61 lawmakers from
the Nepali Congress,
Deuba was supported by
49 from the Communist
Party of Nepal (Mao-
ist Centre), 26 from the
Madhav Nepal faction of
CPN-UML, 12 from the
Upendra Yadav faction of
Janata Samajbadi Party
and one from the Rastri-
ya Janamorcha.

As on the first and
second days of the hear-
ing, the lawyers of the
plaintiffs on Friday fo-
cused their arguments
on questioning the role
of President Bidya Devi
Bhandari and interpret-
ing Article 76 (5) of the
Constitution of Nepal.

“The constitution

doesn’t allow the Pres-
ident to test the au-
thenticity of the claims
presented for the prime
minister’s position,” said
senior advocate Shree
Hari Aryal. “Her role is to
appoint a prime minister
based on the claims; it’s
the Parliament where the
appointee needs to se-
cure the trust vote.”

He claimed that the
President had refused to
appoint Deuba as prime
minister with a mala fide
intention to give continu-
ity to KP Sharma Oli as
prime minister.

Aryal said that even
kings consulted experts
and stakeholders be-
fore taking decisions on
grave issues like House
dissolution.

When prime minis-
ter Surya Bahadur Tha-
pa had recommended
dissolving the House
of Representatives in
1998, King Birendra had
refused to do so, after
consulting the Supreme
Court.

“The President could
have held a discussion
with the prime minister
or used a third eye to
review the matter. But
she didn’t deem it nec-
essary,” Aryal said. “She
endorsed whatever the
prime minister recom-
mended.”

The advocates on Fri-
day also said the Presi-
dent’s interpretation of
Article 76 (5) was ex-

tra-constitutional as she
gave the decision of the
party equal weightage
as that of the individual
lawmakers.

They argued that as
the Article was intro-
duced to give individual
lawmakers autonomy to
decide on forming a gov-
ernment and the Presi-
dent had had no author-
ity to entertain the claim
by the prime minister,
who presented the de-
cisions of the CPN-UML
and Janata Samajbadi
Party.

While Deuba had
presented the signatures
of 149 members of the
275-member House of
Representatives, Oli had
staked his claim with
his party’s decision of
the support of its 121
lawmakers and the Ja-
nata Samajbadi Party’s
support of its 32 law-
makers.

Former attorney
general Mukti Pradhan,
who is also a senior ad-
vocate, claimed that Oli
didn’t have the authori-
ty to dissolve the House.

“Only a prime minis-
ter appointed as per Arti-
cle 76 (5) can dissolve the
House, after failing to get
the trust vote,” he said.
“However, Oli wasn't the
prime minister as per the
Article”

Oli on May 10 failed
a vote of confidence as
only 93 lawmakers of the
dissolved House stood

by him. When no other
parties could cobble up
a coalition government
as per Article 76 (2),
three days later Presi-
dent Bhandari appointed
him prime minister of a
minority government as
per Article 76 (3) as the
leader of the largest par-
ty in Parliament.

However, instead of
seeking a trust vote in the
lower house as mandat-
ed by the constitution, on
May 20 Oli recommend-
ed that the President call
for the formation of a
new government on the
basis of Article 76 (5).

Before the House
dissolution, the Presi-
dent had invalidated the
claims put forth by both
Deuba and Oli saying
that they were “insuffi-
cient”. Soon afterwards,
the House was dissolved
and midterm polls an-
nounced for November
13 and 20.

“The bench [Consti-
tutional Bench] should
issue an order to appoint
Deuba as prime minister
while also reinstating the
lower house,” said Prad-
han.

In its final verdict
against the December 20
dissolution, the Consti-
tutional Bench of the Su-
preme Court had said the
lower house can only be
dissolved after exhaust-
ing the four options for
government formation
envisioned by the con-

stitution. Article 76 (1)
allows formation of the
government by the lead-
er of the party that has
a majority in the House,
Article 76 (2) allows a co-
alition government, and
Article 76 (3) allows the
formation of a minority
government by the lead-
er of the largest party
in the House. Article 76
(5) allows any lawmak-
er who can potentially
prove a majority to lead a
government.

With just a few of
the 23 lawyers of the
plaintiffs left to make
arguments, lawyers ad-
vocating on behalf of the
defendants will present
their arguments starting
Sunday.

Both sides present-
ed their legal briefs to
the Constitutional Bench
along with their argu-
ments on Friday.

The Office of the Pres-
ident, the Office of the
Prime Minister and
Council of Ministers,
Prime Minister Oli
and the Speaker of
the dissolved House of
Representatives Agni
Sapkota are the defen-
dants.

While Oli in his writ-
ten clarification on June
17 said that the appoint-
ment of prime minister is
a political issue and not
a matter for the court to
decide, the Speaker said
that the dissolution was
unconstitutional.

Construction workers in Kathmandu
step up demand for social security

CHANDAN KUMAR
MANDAL
KATHMANDU, 26 JUN

[KATHMANDUPOST]: In-
formal sector workers
have demanded their
enrollment into the Con-
tribution-based  Social
Security Scheme, which
has been only providing
coverage to employees
from the formal private
sector so far.
Informal sector work-
ers, mainly construction
workers, have demand-
ed that the government
make arrangements for
registering them into the
social security scheme so
that they can also access
various benefits prom-
ised under the scheme
for formal private sector
employees.
“Construction work-
ers are the first group
of workers who have
been demanding social
security cover for sever-
al years. These are the
most vulnerable group
of workers,” Naranath
Luitel, president of the
Central Union of Paint-
ers, Plumbers, Electro
and Construction Work-
ers-Nepal (CUPECC), told
the Post. “Now that the
government has imple-
mented the scheme by in-
troducing legislation and
included only the formal
private sector workers,
we want inclusion of the
construction  workers
also in the scheme.”
According to Luitel,
nearly 2.5 million work-
ers are employed in the

construction  industry.
They include people
employed in private

housing, roads and oth-
er infrastructure devel-
opment projects, brick

kilns, crusher plants, and
forest-based enterprises
among others.

“Nearly 85 percent of
the country’s total work-
force is employed in the
informal sector, but this
sector has been left out
of the social security
scheme. The government
must work to include
the sector in the scheme,
which will provide them
financial security during
difficult times,” said Lu-
itel. “The government
needs to make required
changes to the exist-
ing Act, regulations and
working procedures
so that informal sector
workers also can access
the benefits under the

scheme.”
Under the social
security scheme, an

amount equivalent to 31
percent of the worker’s
basic salary—11 percent
deducted from the work-
er’s monthly salary and
20 percent contributed
by the employer—must
be deposited to the so-
cial security fund every
month.

For their monthly
contribution,  workers
are offered financial se-
curity under four catego-
ries—medical treatment,

health protection, and
maternity plan; accidents
and disability plan; de-
pendent family plan; and
old-age security plan.

Labour rights activ-
ists have long been de-
manding that the social
security scheme, which
is in its third year of im-
plementation, should
also include the informal
sector and self-employed
workers.

“First of all, the gov-
ernment should an-
nounce that the infor-
mal sector, which is the
largest employer in Ne-
pal, will also be enrolled
under the scheme,” said
Luitel.

“Then, the govern-
ment should declare a
package for informal sec-
tor workers in the annual
budget, announcing that
the 20 percent amount,
which is being paid by
employers, will be borne
by the government.”

Construction work-
er groups have also de-
manded that the govern-
ment should also collect
and maintain data on the
total number of workers
employed in the con-
struction sector in the
country.

“There are discrepan-

cies in the number of con-
struction sector workers
in the country. Therefore,
systematic registration
of such workers should
be started at the local
level, which is not a dif-
ficult thing,” said Luitel.
“Besides, the workers
should be provided so-
cial security cards.”

The Social Security
Fund secretariat, which
manages the fund and
is responsible for the
implementation of the
scheme, said that the
government has already
started internal prepara-
tions on how the infor-
mal sector and self-em-
ployed population can
be brought under the
scheme.

“The Contribu-
tion-based Social Securi-
ty Scheme has envisaged
that the entire labour
sector, be it informal or
formal or government or
private, will be brought
under the scheme in
a phase-wise manner.
For now, the scheme
has been made manda-
tory for the formal pri-
vate-sector workers,”
Bibek Panthee, a spokes-
person with the Social
Security Fund Secretar-
iat, told the Post. “Last

two budgets have also
talked about bringing
the informal sector and
self-employed  groups
under the scheme.”

According to Panth-
ee, a committee has been
formed and it is already
working out plans and
guidelines for including
informal sector work-
ers and self-employed
groups in the scheme.

“The committee
headed by a joint secre-
tary of the Law Ministry
has been consulting other
stakeholders in this re-
gard. Draft guidelines have
been shared among other
stakeholders for their
feedback,” said Panth-
ee. “From the next fis-
cal year, informal sector
workers, self-employed
groups as well as con-
tract-based  temporary
workers at government of-
fices can register with the
scheme.”

In February, the gov-
ernment also made mas-
sive changes to the Social
Security Scheme Operat-
ing Procedures, 2018 to
widen the scope of cov-
erage for Dbeneficiaries
making it easier to access
the benefits available un-
der the scheme.

As of Wednesday,
14,544 employers and
249,277 employees from
the formal private sector
have registered with the
social security scheme
which requires monthly
contributions from both
employers and employ-
ees.

According to Luitel,
tens of thousands of con-
struction workers will
enroll in the scheme if
the government makes
required arrangements.

“Construction  sec-
tor workers are among
the most vulnerable
people, who work in un-
safe working environ-
ments. Every day, there
are workplace accidents
happening which leave
them with serious inju-
ries and diseases,” said
Luitel, the president of
the construction workers
group. “If they are regis-
tered under the scheme,
they can get medical treat-
ment and pensions among
other benefits. The gov-
ernment should create a
situation for attracting
them by making neces-
sary policy changes.

49 children among 232 new
COVID-19 patients in Mizoram

Arzawi, Jun 26 (PTI):

Mizoram'’s COVID-19
tally crossed the 19,000-
mark on Saturday as 232
more people, including
49 children, tested pos-
itive for the infection, a
health bulletin said.

The fresh infections
have pushed the state’s
caseload to 19,091, it
said.

As many as 238 more
people were cured of
the disease, taking the
total number of recov-
eries to 14,554, the bul-
letin said, adding there
are now 4,448 active
cases in the northeast-
ern state.

Aizawl district regis-
tered the highest num-
ber of fresh cases at 135,
followed by Kolasib (24)
and Lawngtlai (19).

Nine new patients
have travel history, while
223 fresh infections were
detected during contact
tracing, it said.

Seventeen people in
every 1,000 population
in the second least popu-
lated state of the country
have been infected so far.
As per the 2011 Census,
Mizoram has a popula-
tion of 10.91 lakh.

Eighty-nine  people
have succumbed to the
infection in Mizoram to
date, which means eight
people in every 1 lakh
population have died due
to the disease.

The recovery rate
among the coronavi-
rus patients in the state
stands at 76.23 per cent,
while the mortality rate
is at 0.46 per cent.

The state has thus
far tested over 4.72 lakh
samples for COVID-19
so far, including 4,043
in the last 24 hours. The
single-day positivity rate
stands at 5.75 per cent.

More than 4.59 lakh
people have been inocu-
lated to date.

Nagaland reports 130 new
COVID-19 cases, two more deaths

Konima, Jun 25 (PTI):
Nagaland on Friday
reported 130 new
COVID-19 cases, which
pushed the tally in the
state to 24,759, a health
department official said.

At least 127 people
were cured of the dis-
ease during the day,
taking the total number
of recoveries to 22,072,
State Nodal Officer for
Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Project Dr
Nyanthung Kikon said
in a bulletin.

The recovery rate
among coronavirus pa-
tients in the state stands
at 89.15 per cent, he said.

Two more fatalities
due to the infection were
reported in Kohima dis-

trict, raising the death
toll to 481, the official
said.

Nagaland currently
has 1,508 active cases,
and 698 COVID-19 pa-
tients have migrated to
other states so far.

Mon reported the
highest number of fresh
cases at 37, followed by
Dimapur at 31, Paren at
20, Mokokchung at 13
and Kohima at 11.

The state has con-
ducted 2,20,061 sample
tests for COVID-19.

State Immunisation
Officer Dr Ritu Thurr
said 4,48,621 doses
of COVID-19 vaccines
have been administered
to 3,91,728 people till
Thursday.
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Djokovic says he spoke to Serena
about players’ association

LONDON, JuN 26 (AP):
Novak Djokovic said he
has been speaking to top
female tennis pros, in-
cluding Serena Williams,
about the players’ associ-
ation that he and Vasek-
Pospisil founded in the
hopes of gaining “more
access and more trans-
parency” and a larger cut
of the sport’s revenues.

“You start to realize
that the players are not
represented in the way
that they deserve and in
the way they should be,”
Djokovic said during a
video conference to dis-
cuss the Professional
Tennis Players Associ-
ation (PTPA) on Friday
night, three days before
the start of Wimbledon,
where he will be seeking
a 20th Grand Slam title.

“I feel like many play-
ers are figuring out”
Djokovic added, “that we
need to do something
more than just trying to
be satisfied with the little
information that we are
getting.”

Tennis players are
not represented by a
union the way athletes
in North American team
sports are; instead, each

player is considered an
independent contractor.

“Tennis is far behind,
[ think. We're in 2021
and this is just .. a fun-
damental need for our
sport in the world that
we live in,” Pospisil said.
“There are a lot of very,
very, | would say, unhap-
py players, and players
that are struggling, and I
don’t think that needs to
be the case.”

The No. 1-ranked
Djokovic and Pospisil,
who won the 2014 Wim-
bledon men’s doubles
title and is currently No.
66 in singles, launched

the PTPA around the
time of last year’s U.S.
Open in August.

The group an-
nounced this week it
appointed an executive
director, Adam Larry,
and an advisory board;
it also received public
support from the play-
ers’ associations for the
NBA, NHL and Major
League Baseball.

The ATP released a
statement Wednesday
criticizing the effort to
create what it called “a
separate player entity,”
saying such an effort
“provides a clear overlap,

divides the players, and

further fragments the
sport.”
Djokovic, Pospisil

and Larry all spoke Fri-
day about trying to work

with the ATP.
“At some point, I
think, they’ll realize

when we have this many
players that it's import-
ant to collaborate with
us. And at some point,
if we reach a dead end,
obviously we’ll have to
figure out the next play,
the next strategy,” Pospi-
sil said.

“But we're pretty
confident that they’ll be-

gin communicating with
us shortly”

Larry said the group
has “hundreds of play-
ers” who are members,
including more than
70% of the ATP men'’s
tour, but declined to say
how many from the WTA
women’s tour already are
involved.

Djokovic said he dis-
cussed the PTPA with
Williams, a 23-time
Grand Slam champion,
during the French Open,
which ended two weeks
ago.
“And I'm planning
to talk with her again
here in London,” along
with her husband,
Reddit co-founder
Alexis Ohanian, “a
disruptor and very
successful entrepre-
neur who has some
ideas that he would
like to share with us,”
Djokovic said.

Djokovic used to be
the president, and Pospi-
sil a member, of the ATP
Player Council.

“We have tried
the conventional way,”
Djokovic said, “and we
are trying now the un-
conventional way.

Bajrang says ‘I am fine’ after injuring knee;
extent of damage to be assessed after 48 hours

NEw DELHI, JUN 26
(PTI): Olympic-bound
wrestler  BajrangPunia
on Saturday assured that
he has not suffered a ma-
jor injury but the extent
of damage done to his
right knee will be known
only by Monday since the
inflammation takes at
least 48 hours to subside.
Bajrang injured his right
knee on Friday evening
while competing in the
semi-finals of the Russian
tournament -- Ali Aliyev,
against AbulmazhidKudi-
ev, the Under-23 Europe-
an silver medallist.

Kudiev got hold of Ba-
jrang’s right leg and
pulled him abruptly in
the first period of the
bout. The impact had an
effect on Bajrang’s right
knee and the limping
grappler  immediately
forfeited the bout.

“I am fine. It (get-
ting injured) happens in
sport,” Bajrang told PTI
from Kaspiysk in a terse
message when he was
asked if it was a serious
injury.

While Bajrang did not
elaborate on his injury,
sources close the elite
wrestler said that it is a

A

good sign that he could
walk without help but it
will take at least two days
to assess him properly.

“There is an injury.
It’s too early to comment
right now. We will ob-
serve it for next 48 hours
and see how it goes. Too
early to name structures.
Let the inflammation
subside a bit,” said the
source.

Asked specifically if
it could be a ligament
tear, the source said only
scans can confirm it but

they won't take risk by
initiating that procedure.

“Scans are not done
immediately. We gen-
erally don't even test
the structure before 48
hours. If there is a tear
and we try to test it, we
might do more harm. So,
we will wait and observe
for a while,” added the
source.

Experienced Del-
hi-based sports physio-
therapist AnandDubey,
who travels with the
national tennis teams --

Davis Cup and Bille Jean
King Cup -- explains why
it was important to wait
before scans are done.

“Wrestlers  usually
suffer sprains. If that's
the case, then he will be
fine in a day or two by ap-
plyingice packs regularly.
In case of a ligament inju-
ry, swelling takes some to
appear, may be 24 to 36
hours. In a major injury,
it appears immediately.

“I have seen the video
of his bout. It looks like a
minor injury, nothing to

worry about. It was a good
decision by Bajrang to for-
feit the bout to prevent a
major injury,” he added.

Bajrang, one of In-
dia’'s  brightest med-
al prospects, has been
training in Russia since
last month.

He skipped the Poland
Open, the last Ranking
Series event before the
Olympics so that he could
spar with world’s top
wrestlers, who are now
training in Russia ahead of
the Tokyo Games.

Inaugural WTC champions New
Zealand return home with ICC mace

AUCKLAND, JuN 26 (PTI):
The

Zealand cricket team on

triumphant New
Saturday returned home
after outplaying India in
the final of the inaugural
World Test Champion-
ship in Southampton.

However, the team’s
inspirational skipper
Kane Williamson and a
few others were not part
of the group that landed
here on Saturday morn-
ing.

While Williamson

stayed back to play The
Hundred with Birming-
ham Phoenix starting
July 21, Devon Conway
(Somerset), Kyle Jamie-
son (Surrey) and Colin
de Grandhomme (Hamp-
shire) remained in En-
gland for the Twenty20
Blast.

Eleven cricketers and
eight support staff mem-
bers returned to Auck-
land via Singapore.

New Zealand were

awarded the ICC mace af-

ter they defeated India by
eight wickets in South-
ampton on Wednesday
to claim the inaugural
World Test Champion-
ship crown.

“The boys are ecstat-
ic. There’s been a mix-
ture of emotion and jubi-
lation. Once we get home
and through quarantine,
we’ll hopefully continue
the celebrations,” left-
arm pacer Trent Boult
was quoted as saying by

stuff.co.nz.

The Kiwi players will
now serve a two-week
quarantine period before
they can reunite with
their families.

New Zealand Crick-
et chief executive David
White termed the victo-
ry over India “a massive
achievement, one of our
great days. I'm immense-
ly proud of the team, and
the whole organisation.”

White said the board
plans to honour the play-

ers soon in recognition of

their feats but ruled out a
parade on the streets.

“We
that yet but we'll certain-

haven’t finalised

ly be looking to get them
together in some form to
celebrate them,” White said.

“I don’t think there
will be a parade. The
current environment is
challenging, but getting
everyone together would
be great if we could cel-
ebrate with our com-
mercial partners and our

wider cricket family.

England wants Gareth Southgate
to stay as coach beyond 2022

BURTON-ON-TRENT (EN-
GLAND), JunN 26 (AP):
Regardless of how En-
gland’s European Cham-
pionship campaign ends,
or even the team’s show-
ing at next year’s World

Cup, Gareth Southgate
will be staying in the
coach’s job for years to
come.

If the England team
leadership has its way, at
least.

Southgate is rated
so highly that the Foot-
ball Association already
wants to extend his con-
tract beyond 2022.

“He knows that we
think he’s doing a great
job,” FA chief executive
Mark Bullingham said
Friday at England’s St.
George’s Park training
center.

“We would love him
to carry on, for sure, be-
yond this contract.”

For now, the prior-
ity is England’s match
against Germany on
Tuesday in the round of
16 at Euro 2020. But the
expectation is Southgate
will still be in charge for
Euro 2024.

“Our support is un-
wavering we are 100%

behind Gareth,” Bulling-
ham said. “We’ll get into
that formal (contract)
conversation after this
tournament. But if you
ask me now I'd say yes
we’'d like him to carry
on.”

Southgate has re-
stored the reputation
of the England national
team from the lows of a
humiliating Euro 2016
exit against Iceland in the
round of 16 and the igno-
miny of Sam Allardyce’s
brief tenure. Allardyce,
whose brashness and
unguarded bar talk
forced the FA to part
company, lasted only
one game as Roy Hodg-
son’s successor.

Southgate, whose
only previous first-team
coaching experience was
three years at Middles-
brough until 2009, was
promoted from his job
overseeing England’s un-
der-21 team.

By 2018, Southgate
had led England’s men to
the World Cup semifinals
for the first time in 28
years. He impressed with
the leadership he shown
as a figurehead for the
English game.

“He’s such a strong
manager both on and off
the pitch, it opens up a
whole array of different
possibilities for him in
the future,” Bullingham
said. “I think he could do
anything in club world or
FA world absolutely.”

For now, the FA wants
to keep the 50-year-old
Southgate in the England
dugout, rather than be-
ing attracted by a role at
a club.

“I'think he’s got a bril-
liant long-term career in
football and I know he
might have aspirations
longer term, Bullingham
said.

“We’re in a compet-
itive world, I'm sure
his name gets bandied
around for every job. But
as far as I know he’s re-
ally committed to the job
and I think he’s doing it
brilliantly.”

The initial challenge
is trying to win England’s
first major trophy since
1966, with the semifi-
nals and final of Euro
2020 at Wembley Sta-
dium. Then it’s back to
resuming the mission
to qualify for next year’s
World Cup in Qatar.

Finch hopes Oz players will soon be
allowed to take families on tours

Melbourne, Jun 26
(PTI): Australia’s lim-
ited-overs captain Aar-
on Finch is hopeful that
players’ families will
soon be allowed to ac-
company them on over-
seas tours to keep them
in good mental space
inside bio-secure bub-
bles in these difficult
COVID-19 times.

Finch’s statement
came after Indian
players were allowed
to take their families
along with them for
the ongoing tour of En-
gland.

Soon to be dad
Finch will be outside
Australia on national
duty for two months
and he knows that a
hasty return for the
birth of his child, if that
happens in between, is
next to impossible.

“They’re the risks you
take. She wasn’t too keen
on me going and if she
happens to give birth a
bit early, we might be in
some trouble...it might be
a FaceTime birth, I don’t

know,” Finch was quoted
as saying by Australian
Associated Press.

Finch-led 20-mem-
ber Australia squad will
leave for the Caribbean
on Monday, without the
likes of David Warner
and Pat Cummins, who
have opted out of the
tour to be with their fam-
ilies.

Australia will play
five Twenty20s and three
ODIs against the West
Indies, and then travel
to Bangladesh for a five-
match T20 series.

Upon returning, the
Australian players will
have to spend a fort-
night in hotel quaran-
tine.

Finch is set to return
on August 25, while the
due date for the birth of
his first child is Septem-
ber 8.

Asked if the crick-
eters’ families will soon
travel with them on
tours, Finch said: “I don’t
have the answer for you
but it's something that
needs to be looked at.

“I remember speak-
ing to Davey Warner
about it during his IPL
stint.

“His kids are at an age
where they understand
how long time is ... when
you have Kkids crying
on FaceTime, it doesn’t
make it easy,” he added.

Cummins, Warner,
Glenn Maxwell, Jhye
Richardson, Kane Rich-
ardson, Daniel Sams and
Marcus Stoinis are a host
of cricketers who decid-
ed to sit out of the tour to
be with their families.

Finch, meanwhile,
said that the visitors will
soon decide whether to
take a knee in the West In-
dies in support of the Black
Lives Matter movement.

“Over the last 12
months, we've educated
ourselves quite a bit on
Black Lives Matter,” he
said.

“We’ll speak to (West
Indies veteran) Jason
Holder and be really re-
spectful and support-
ive of anything they
wish to do.
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German
investigators
seek motive
in fatal knife
attack

WUERZBURG, Germa-
ny (AP): Investigators
were looking Saturday
for a motive behind an
attack in the German city
of Wuerzburg in which a
man armed with a long
knife killed three people
and wounded at least five
others, while authorities
praised passers-by who
tried to stop the assail-
ant.

Police said two of
those hospitalized re-
mained in life-threaten-
ing condition Saturday.

The suspect, a
24-year-old Somali, was
stopped with a shot to
the leg by police and ar-
rested after the Friday
afternoon attack in the
southern city’s down-
town area. Police said
his life was not in danger
and he was being in a
hospital.

The man had lived in
Wuerzburg since 2015,
most recently in a shelter
for the homeless. He ap-
parently did not know the
victims.

Michael Dauber,
whose shop is near the
scene of the attack, said he
saw people running away
in panic.

“It was unclear for a
long time what was hap-
pening, then they all start-
ed screaming that some-
body is stabbing people,’
Dauber said. “It was totally
crazy”

Videos posted on so-
cial media showed people
surrounding the attacker
and trying to hold him at
bay with chairs and sticks.

“I was particularly
impressed by the dedica-
tion of many people who
tried to stop the perpe-
trator and tried to keep
him in check,” Bavarian
governor Markus Soeder
said. “That was really im-
pressive dedication, and

my thanks for that.”
“Now the circum-
stances have to be

cleared up, the motives,”
he said in a statement to
reporters in Nuremberg.

Bavaria’s top securi-
ty official, Joachim Her-
rmann, said the suspect
had been known to po-
lice and had been admit-
ted to a psychiatric unit a
few days earlier.

He told news agency
dpa late Friday that he
couldn’t rule out an Is-
lamic extremist motive
because one witness had
reported hearing the sus-
pect shout “Allahuakbar”
Arabic for “God is great”
However, federal prose-
cutors — who in Germany
deal with terrorism and
national security cases —
hadn'’t taken over the case
by Saturday.

People laid flowers
and candles at the scene
of the attack.

“All of Bavaria is in
mourning today,” said
Soeder, who added that he
would order flags flown at
half-staff in the state.

Wuerzburg police’s
use of a shot to the leg to
stop the assailant is typ-
ical for Germany. Bavar-
ia’s rules on use of police
weapons state that fire-
arms should only be used
to make perpetrators
unable to attack or flee,
and that a shot which
is near-certain to Kkill is
only permitted if it is the
only way to prevent dan-
ger to the life of others.

The rules call for of-
ficers to aim at the legs
where possible.

Condo search grows dire with
159 still unaccounted for

SURFSIDE, FLA. (AP):
The torturous wait for
word of nearly 160 peo-
ple unaccounted for after
an oceanfront condo-
minium building col-
lapsed near Miami, kill-
ing at least four, is taking
a toll on relatives who
can do little but pray and
hope their loved ones
will somehow be found
alive in an increasingly
dire hunt for survivors.
As scores of rescuers
used big machines, small
buckets, drones, micro-
phones and their own
hands on Friday to pick
through the mountain of
debris that had been the
12-story Champlain Tow-
ers South, Rachel Spie-
gel was anxious for any
update on her missing
mother, 66-year-old Judy
Spiegel, who lived on the
sixth floor.

“I'm just praying for
a miracle,” Spiegel said.

“We're heartbroken
that she was even in the
building.”

Jeanne Ugarte was
coming to grips with
what she feared was a
tragic end for longtime
friends Juan and Ana
Mora and their son Juan
Jr, who was visiting his
parents in their condo at
the tower.

“I ' know they're
not going to find them
(alive),” Ugarte said. “It’s
been too long.”

Hopes rested on how
quickly  crews could
complete their grim, yet
delicate task in Surfside,
just a few miles north of

Miami’s South Beach."A-
ny time that we hear a
sound, we concentrate in
that area,” Miami-Dade
Assistant  Fire  Chief
RaideJadallah said. “It
could be just steel twist-
ing, it could be debris
raining down, but not
specifically sounds of
tapping or sounds of a
human voice.”

Buffeted by gusty
winds and pelted by
intermittent rain, two
heavy cranes removed
debris from the pile us-
ing large claws Friday,
creating a din of crashing
glass and metal as they
picked up material and
dumped it to the side. A
smoky haze rose from
the site.

Once the machines
paused, firefighters
wearing protective
masks and carrying red
buckets climbed atop the
pile to remove smaller
pieces by hand in hope of
finding spots where peo-

ple might be trapped. In a
parking garage, rescuers
in knee-deep water used
power tools to cut into
the building from below.

Surfside Mayor
Charles Burkett said
crews were doing ev-
erything possible to
save as many people as
they could.

“We do not have a
resource problem, we
have a luck problem,” he
said.

Officials said they
still don’t know exact-
ly how many residents
or visitors were in the
building when it fell,
but they were trying to
locate 159 people who
were considered unac-
counted for and may
or may not have been
there.

Flowers left in trib-
ute decorated a fence
near the tower, and peo-
ple awaiting news about
the search watched
from a distance, hands

clasped and hugging.
Congregants prayed at a
nearby synagogue where
some members were
among the missing.

On the beach near
the collapsed structure,
visitor =~ FaydahBushn-
aq of Sterling, Virgin-
ia, knelt and scratched
“Pray for their souls” in
the sand.“We were sup-
posed to be on vacation,
but I have no motivation
to have fun,” Bushnaq
said. “It is the perfect
time to say a prayer for
them.”

Miami-Dade Po-
lice Director Freddy
Ramirez said authori-
ties were working with
the medical examiner’s
office to identify the bod-
ies that have been found.
Eleven injuries were re-
ported, with four people
treated at hospitals.

Miami-Dade May-
or Daniella Levine Cava
said rescuers were at
“extreme risk” going

through the rubble.

“Debris is falling on
them as they do their
work,” she said. “We have
structural engineers on-
site to ensure that they
will not be injured, but
they are proceeding be-
cause they are so moti-
vated.”

Teenager Jonah Han-
dler was rescued from
the rubble hours after
the collapse, but his
mother, Stacie Fang, died.
Relatives issued a state-
ment expressing thanks
“for the outpouring of
sympathy, compassion
and support we have re-
ceived.”

“There are no words
to describe the tragic loss
of our beloved Stacie,” it
said.

While officials said
no cause for the collapse
early Thursday has been
determined, Gov. Ron De-
Santis said a “definitive
answer” was needed in
a timely manner. Video
showed the center of the
building appearing to
tumble down first, fol-
lowed by a section near-
er to the beach.

The missing included
people from around the
world.

Israeli media said the
country’s consul general
in Miami believed that
20 of its citizens were
missing. Another 22 peo-
ple were unaccounted for
from Argentina, Venezue-
la, Uruguay and Paraguay,
including relatives of Par-
aguayan first lady Silvana
de AbdoBenitez.

3D video replaces huge sets in Verona as full operas resume

VERONA, ItaLy (AP):
The Verona Arena am-
phitheater in northern
Italy has returned to
staging full operas for
the first time since the
pandemic — but with
one big difference.
The monumental sets
that normally fill the
vast amphitheater
stage have been re-
placed by dynamic,
3D images broadcast
on huge LED screens,
recreating a Sicilian
village or a Fellini-es-
que film backlot.

Distancing  rules
meant that stage-
hands moving sets

had to be limited in
the cramped back-
stage in the open-air
Roman-era amphithe-
ater, setting in motion
a reimagining of the

98th Verona Arena
Opera Festival.
For this season,

technology is stand-
ing in for the sets for
which the Arena is fa-
mous, ones big enough
to fill the vast stage
and engage even audi-
ence members sitting
far away in the upper-
most seats.

“We understood al-
ready last year in No-
vember that we need-
ed to have another
plan, in the eventuali-
ty that we couldn’t use
the big sets,” said the
Arena’s general man-
ager, Cecilia Gasdia.
“After all, the Verona
Arena is used to doing
huge shows, a little
pharaonic, with great
artistic quality.”

Deputy creative di-
rector Stefano Trespidi
tapped technical wizards
at DWOK, an Italian com-
pany specializing in ad-
vanced video design that

helped create La Scala’s
all-virtual 2020 season
premier and designed
virtual sets for a produc-
tion of “Aida” at the Syd-
ney opera.

“They are artists and
technicians at the same
time, and that is not
easy,” Trespidi said.
“This is a great innova-
tion; innovations need
time to take hold. The
process that we started
today we don’t know
where it will take us.
Certainly, it will take
us forward.”

Friday’s sea-
son-opening premiere
was a double-bill of
Pietro Mascagni’s “Ca-
valleriarusticana” and
Ruggiero Leoncavallo’s
“Pagliacci,” a produc-
tion planned for the
2020 season that was
never staged due to
restrictions that lim-
ited performances to
concerts. In fact, wood-
en sets for last year’s
“Cavalleria” remain un-
finished at the Arena’s
cavernous workshop
at the edge of the city,
set aside for perhaps a
future edition.

Instead, a Sicilian vil-
lage was created on 400
square meters of LED
screens, with projections
of a hillside, a church
facade and craggy build-
ings, all with three-di-
mensional depth. Moving
clouds gave the scene
dynamism, while sing-
ers and actors moved
up and down a physical
staircase and through a
foreground filled with ta-
bles and chairs to create
a central piazza.

While “Cavalleriarus-
ticana” was nostalgically
staged in black, white
and gray, the “Pagliac-
ci” cast was dressed in

bright technicolor cos-
tumes, against a more
spare backdrop inspired
by a Fellini film set, and
underlining the collision
of real life and theater in
the opera.

The video component
also includes cameo im-
agery from Italian muse-
ums in each of the five
new operas, including
also “Aida,” “Nabucco”
and “La Traviata.” The
collaborations, includ-
ing with the Vatican
Museum, the Uffizi and
Turin’s Egyptian Mu-
seum, are meant as a
gesture of solidarity
with another cultural
branch that also suf-
fered from restrictions
during the pandemic.

“They found this
wonderful solution
that works very well,”
said tenor YusifEy-
vazof, who is singing
the role of Canio/Pagli-
accio. “It is really so
beautiful to see, that
you don’t see it is not
a real set. And the au-
dience can see a real
show, and not just a
concert.”

Eyvazof said the
screens had an added
benefit: “It is very com-
fortable for the voice. It
is a wall, that gives also
acoustic support, and
this is very important
in the Arena, because
we sing outdoors.”

Ongoing virus re-
strictions mean that
the Arena, for now,
can seat a maximum of
6,000 guests, instead
of the pre-pandemic
13,500. Orchestra mu-
sicians are separated by
two-meter distances, the
chorus is spread stage
left in the amphitheater
seating like a Greek choir,
and non-singing cast

members wear masks
when the stage grows
crowded.

For many in the
crowd, just seeing live
theater was a treat, and
the new technology a
new element to absorb.

“Even being used to

the big sets of the Arena,
it is still very beautiful,”
said Guia Veronese,
a regular at the Are-
na whose 8-year-old
son was singing in the
Pagliacci boys’ choir.
“It almost seems real at
a certain point.”

As virus surges in Uganda,
hospitals accused of profiteering

KAMPALA, UGANDA
(AP): As he struggled
to breathe earlier this
month, Dr. Nathan Tu-
mubone was tormented
by thoughts of hospital-
ization as a COVID-19
patient. Thinking of the
costs involved, he knew
he wanted to stay home.

He and his wife
“steamed” up to five
times a day, inhaling
what they felt was the
relieving vapor rising
from a boiling concoc-
tion of herbs.

“The truth is I didn’t
want to go to hospital,”
said the general practi-
tioner. “We've seen the
costs are really high, and
one wouldn’'t want to get
in there.”

As virus cases surge
in Uganda, making
scarce hospital beds
even more expensive,
concern is growing over
the alleged exploitation of
patients by private hospi-
tals accused of demand-
ing payment up front and
hiking fees.

Uganda is among Af-
rican countries seeing a

dramatic rise in the num-
ber of infections amid a
severe vaccine shortage.
The pandemic is resurg-
ing in 12 of Africa’s 54
countries, the World
Health Organization re-
ported Thursday, saying
the current wave is “pick-

ing up speed, spreading
faster, hitting harder”

Africa’s top pub-
lic health official, John
Nkengasong of the Afri-
ca Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
said Thursday that Afri-
ca’s third wave is “very
devastating” as the delta
variant drives infections
in many countries.

Just 1% of people
across Africa have been
fully vaccinated, and
Uganda has vaccinat-
ed under 1% of its 44
million people. It has
confirmed 75,537 in-
fections, including 781
deaths. The actual totals
are believed to be much
higher because only a
few thousand samples

are tested daily.

Hospitals in cities
including the capital,
Kampala, report diffi-
culties in finding bottled
oxygen, and some are
running out of space for
COVID-19 patients. In-
tensive care units are in
high demand.

Although the prac-
tice of requiring depos-
its from patients has
long been seen as ac-
ceptable in this East Af-
rican country where few
have health insurance, it
is raising anger among
some who cite attempts
to profiteer from the

pandemic.
Without a nation-
al health insurance

scheme, COVID-19 has
highlighted that health
care in Uganda is “com-
moditized, available to
the highest bidder,” said
Daniel Kalinaki, a colum-
nist with the Daily Monitor
newspaper. “The lingering
question is how did we go
from a place where you
paid what you could and
made sure to clear your
dues on your next visit, to
one where patients will not
be touched until the whiny-
voiced bean counter in
the accounts office con-
firms that their deposit
has cleared?”

Many Ugandans don't
trust government hospi-
tals, citing the decay they
find there as well as the
occasional lack of basic
supplies. Top government
officials routinely seek
treatment abroad. Most
people attend private fa-
cilities that have mush-
roomed across the coun-
try in the years since the
health sector was opened
up to private investors.

Some hospital bills
shared by families of
COVID-19 patients
emerging from intensive
care show sums of up to
$15,000, a small fortune
in a country where an-
nual per capita income is
less than $1,000.

Private hospital di-
rectors who spoke to the
local press defended their
fees policy, saying looking
after COVID-19 patients is
risky and not cheap.

GRRETIR

LG

Phana
[E-20ALTE
+H-18325546608
1-9832080751

ForcircukaliondeislsCoskach: «51- 9755977670, + Tl RE4 THIZEE
& ur Adweriisaman| Bosking o8 +31-PREIATTI0E or al offica no MI5FT  KOLKATAQFFIGE:
20400 W gl s prtise s umm Elmes com

Summit TIMES

Sk SCAN | Capital TIMES | Maighbourhisd WATCH | Saorin B Specint | Elswaare EICETERA
0t 4 eaay to relax...
(tHhen you can thuat the Howa.

To book ad-space, contact SummitTIMES at

{loor. Opp. Ganga Hetel HIL Cart Road SRigeri = DX Ph, +51-9812310644)
SADSSETRET 151035100 or el @l SHliguriglyabop.cn. e

www summittimes.com Address:
! Santn Bhawan Complex. Church Road
P T T Y e T ;
sumes it e sis fgmi em Hiear Diese| Power House [DPH)
atvertisaisummetimes com Danghod, East Skim, 73791

irmbaggl A Imieeyne, Synegse & Madan Streel, Mevine - 3 Ind llopr, Kolkals -
00T, P E3-23303407 dee 0A3-2NFL003) mah, +F-QUBEEATTILS + -
bir, Mar Bai, Hfn Spece ide, B, Ambadiar luideg, feom be, et S50 §-mel: contect smapeefipmalcomirmhad_al 13 3grediiimpl cam

VIDED NEWS SECTION

) o et i




SummitTIMES | 27 June 2021

EtCETERA

Daytime Emmys salute late TV icons Alex Trebek, Larry King

LOS ANGELES (AP):The Daytime Emmys
turned into a love letter to Alex Trebek,
honoring the beloved “Jeopardy!” host and
the show seven months after his death.
Trebek won as game show host and “Jeop-
ardy!” earned game show honors on Fri-
day night.

ABC’s “General Hospital” claimed
four trophies, including best drama.
Maurice Benard took lead actor honors
for the third time as Sonny Corinthos.

Jacqueline Maclnnes Wood of CBS’
“The Bold and the Beautiful” won as
lead actress, adding to her trophy from
two years ago for her role as Steffy For-
rester.

It was a family affair, with the chil-
dren of Trebek and Larry King accept-
ing on their late fathers’ behalf.

Trebek’s son, Matt, and daughter,
Emily, stood behind the host’s podium
on the quiz show’s set. Trebek died of
pancreatic cancer in November at age 80.

“For as long as we can remember, he
was always so proud to be a part of ‘Jeop-
ardy!, to work on a show that was based
on knowledge, risk and the challenge —
people had to think,” Trebek’s son said.
“He loved every bit of it.”

Emily added, “He was always excited

to go to work, even during his battle with
cancer. He was so fortunate that he was
able to do what he loved, and we know
that he not once took it for granted.”

It was Trebek’s third straight victory
and sixth overall in the category. He was
nominated a record 32 times during his
career.

Executive producer Mike Richards
dedicated the best game show trophy to
Trebek, who hosted for 37 years.

“He was more than just a game
show host, he was a legend, a tower-
ing figure,” Richards said in pre-taped
remarks. “He believed that ‘Jeopardy!
was more than just a game show. He
loved it because it stood for facts, com-
petition, and the celebration of intelli-
gence.”

Kelly Clarkson’s eponymous talk
show earned two trophies. The sing-
er was honored as host, beating out
daytime newcomer Drew Barrymore,
among others, and the show won in the
entertainment talk category.

Trebek was remembered in a spe-
cial tribute segment, along with Regis
Philbin and King. Philbin died last July at
age 88. Among those honoring Trebek in
taped comments were U.S. first lady Jill

Biden and Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau.

“I got to talk with him a few years ago,
and he expressed to me how proud he was
to be a Canadian,” Trudeau said. “I had to
tell him that all Canadians are incredibly
proud that he’s one of us as well.”

King, who died in January at age 87,
won as informative talk show host for
his eponymous show on Ora TV. His sons,
Chance and Cannon, accepted.

“This last season was a testament to
his love for broadcasting,” Chance King
said. “As much as he is gone, he is with us

in our hearts forever.”
Marla Adams and Max
Gail won supporting actor

trophies.
Adams  plays Dina
Mergeron on CBS’ “The

Young and the Restless.”
The 82-year-old actor ac-
cepted at home with the
Emmy statue on a table be-
hind her. “Y&R” also won
the best writing category.

Gail appeared on stage
while socially distanced
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic to accept for
his role as Mike Corbin on
“General Hospital” It was
the 78-year-old actor’s sec-
ond trophy in the support-
ing category, having won in
2019. “GH” also won direct-
ing honors.

“Red Table Talk,” fea-
turing Jada Pinkett Smith, her daugh-
ter, Willow, and her mother, Adrienne
Banfield-Norris, won for informative
talk show.

Sheryl Underwood of “The Talk”
hosted.

her post-baby body in a Burberry mini skirt and matching top when arriving at

the Luxe Hotel in LA.

BACK IN THE GAME' Selling Sunset’s Christine Quinn showed off

igi Hadid shares the beau-
. ty tip her mother, Yolanda
« Hadid, taught her, which she
e “for sure” plans to pass on to
: her and Zayn Malik’s daugh-
» ter Khai.

. Gigi Hadid has a lot to
¢ offer her and Zayn Malik’s
. daughter Khai.

o The 26-year-old model
e has a wealth of experience
® and knowledge, which she
: has gained from walking the
o runways and traveling the
¢ globe over the years. And as
: she savors the new chapter
» in herlife, the mom is already
 thinking about the lessons
¢ she’ll teach her baby girl, like
: her family’s belief that less is
« More.

o “I think I'll teach Khai to
® keep it simple when it comes
: to makeup, like my mom
o [Yolanda Hadid] taught me,”
® Gigi tells Harper’s Bazaar
: adding “there’s a few” more
» tips she will “for sure” pass
¢ on to her little one.

i Gigi shares that her mod-

el mother was relatively
hands off when it came to her
beauty routine, explaining,
“My mom never really gave
me advice on, like, what to do
with my skincare or makeup,
but I definitely watched her
enough to learn.”

“She had a very simple,
natural take on skincare. She
didn’'t overdo it with prod-
uct, and I feel like I've taken
that on, where I think less is

more,” the star says. “Doing
too much for my skin or beau-
ty routine can make it more
complicated, and sometimes
my skin can’t handle it.”

But simplicity doesn’t
equate to monotony. The
model, who appears in a
commercial for Ralph Lau-
ren’s new fragrance Ralph’s
Club, says she changes her
beauty and fragrance routine
based on her mood, saying,

“I have certain ones that I
always go back to, but I'm
definitely open to try new
ones. But also during the day,
[ tend to wear lighter fra-
grances or mix. Then at night
is when I like to bring out the
stronger, deeper, more com-
plex scents.”

When Gigi is on “mom
duty full-time,” she says she
keeps her routine to “the
necessities,” which includes
face wash, moisturizer, lotion
and a spritz of perfume.

She admits mother-
hood 1is different from
what she’s used to, but it’s
entirely worth it. “It’s all
my favorite, even if it gets
hard at times. You have so
much patience and uncon-
ditional love that comes
with motherhood,” Gigi
shares. “It’s just fun to
watch her grow and learn
every day. And she makes
me so proud. It’s funny how
even the smallest things are
exciting.”

. Parent Trap actress Natasha
o Richardson said Liam Nee-
¢ son couldn’t play the role of
:James Bond, so this is how
. the actor repaid his late wife.
o Taken actor Liam Nee-
* soncould’'ve been James
: Bond, if his late wife Natasha
« Richardson didn’t have a say
e init.

* “I know they were look-
: ing at various actors and
o | apparently was among
e them,” Liam revealed on The
® Late Late Show with James

Corden on Thursday, June 23.
“However, my dear, departed
wife did say to me.../Darling,
if you're offered James Bond
and you're going to play it,
you're not going to marry
me.”

Liam and Natasha first
met in 1993 when they co-
starred on Broadway’s Anna
Christie. Both actors were
nominated for the Best Ac-
tor and Best Actress Tony
Awards for their work. The
duo ended up getting mar-

ried one year later, and had
two children together: Mi-
chedl, 26, and Daniel, 24.

Natasha tragically died in
2009 after a skiing accident,
and Michedl has had a diffi-
cult time with his grief.

“I think the pain was a
little too overwhelming,” he
told Vanity Fair in July 2020."T
think the mind is very pow-
erful, and subconsciously, or
unconsciously, it can protect
you. That's what it did when
she passed. I just pushed it

Liam Neeson Reveals “Dear, Departed Wife” Natasha
Richardson’s Ultimatum About James Bond Role

aside and didn’t want to deal
with it

“T don’t, even still, think
that I've fully comprehend-
ed it, and that seems to be
a similar journey to a lot of
people I've spoken to,” he re-
called. “Fifty-year-olds who
lost their parents when they
were 12, 13...0ne day they’re
out gardening, and some-
thing comes over them and
they just break down.”

Michedl greatly looked up
to his mother.

ARIES:

Your flexible nature may get you in trouble today,
Aries. Personalities may clash when no one is willing
to lead. Be aggressive without being manipulative.
Keep it light. Don’t try to pin anyone down. Your
nature is open and expansive. Give other people
the freedom they want. Unexpected events may
dramatically change the course of the day, so don’t
be upset if things don’t go as planned.

TAURUS:

Things will flow smoothly for you, Taurus. There’s
barely a reason for you to lift a finger. You have
the good fortune of enjoying this day with very
little effort on your part. Keep in mind that if you
decide to get something done, you will be extremely
successful and able to accomplish quite a bit. You're
in sync with today’s energy.

GEMINT:

People aren’t going to want to be quite as intense as
you require today, Gemini. Things are light and airy.
You may find that no one is in the mood to delve as
deeply as you want to go. Use the day to relax and
release control for a while. Take deep breaths and
long walks. Go for a bike ride or short road trip.
Crazy, unexpected events may crop up throughout
the day. Be prepared for surprises.

CANCER:

Things probably aren’t going to go exactly as you
planned today, Leo. Realize that people may act in
erratic, powerful bursts, especially when it comes to
emotional issues. Your feelings may be a bit distant,
and you may find it hard to get in touch with what’s
really going on inside you. Do your best to maintain
a positive attitude. That’s all anyone can ask.

LEO:

Don’t get sad if no one is laughing at your jokes
today, Virgo. It doesn’t mean you aren’t funny. It
just means that people may not be in the mood
to laugh. Ridiculous as it seems, today is simply
a better day to cry. Let out all your pent-up
emotions. Talk things over with others. Your heart
communicates well through you today.

VIRGO:

Today is an excellent day for you, Virgo. Events will
flow quite smoothly. The only thing to be aware of
is that your emotions may seem rather erratic and
unwieldy. There’s a great deal of power behind
your words and people are sure to listen. They
would be smart to do so. What you have to say will
be right on target with today’s energy.

LIBRA:

You may be indecisive today, Libra. You may not be

able to find solutions you can live with. You don’t
need to finalize anything now. Use this day to lay low
and gather data. People may seem rather insensitive
and erratic. Go with the flow. You have a great deal
of warmth and passion to share. You may find
that a strong, unpredictable force is affecting your
emotions.

SCORPIO:

There is plenty of air to fuel your fire today,
Scorpio. You're able to get quite a bit done.
Multitasking is key to accomplishing what you
want to do. An element of the unexpected is
likely to add a surprising dimension to the day.
You're able to communicate freely, and you will
likely be on the same page with the people you
meet.

SAGITTARIUS:

You may need to make some slight adjustments
in order to get through to people today,
Sagittarius. The pace may be a bit faster than
you'd like. Remember that people aren’t mind
readers. They won'’t be sensitive enough to pick
up on your subtle messages. If you want to get
something across, state it clearly and succinctly.
Feel free to explore the unconventional and
bizarre.

CAPRICORN:

Today is an excellent day for you, Capricorn. You
will receive some bursts of unexpected energy
that help you accomplish whatever it is you
wish to do. You should enjoy a favorable mood
and good relations with others all day. Enjoy
yourself and feel free to indulge in things that
make you happy. Spend time with your family
and let them share in your positive energy flow.
AQUARIUS:

Things may be moving a bit too quickly today for
you to grab hold of anything, Aquarius. There’s
an element of the unexpected entering into the
equation. Be prepared. The mood of the day is
especially light and perhaps a bit superficial. People
may not be entirely reliable. If there’s something you
absolutely need to do, consider doing it by yourself.
PISCES:

Enjoy the day today, Pisces. Take control of the
situation and make the most of whatever comes
your way. Do it with a smile. There’s a great
deal of fun-loving, excited energy ready for
you to draw upon. Get your ideas out to others.
Communicate your thoughts. Attend a party or
two. You're the epitome of the social butterfly.
Make sure to wear your best attire.
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