
SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 27 Nov:

Sikkim State AIDS Control 
Society [SSACS] is celebrat-

ing World AIDS Day on the theme, 
‘Communities Make the Difference,’ 
on 01 December here at Chintan 
Bhawan. A highlight of the celebra-
tion will the finale of Red Fest IV, a 
multi-media campaign.

The celebration will also fe-
licitate 13 personalities for their 
selfless contributions towards 
raising HIV/ AIDS awareness 
and assisting efforts to combat 
the challenge.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, SSACS Proj-
ect Director, Dr Sarita Lama, 
informed that SSACS has been 
celebrating the World AIDS Day 
every year with a series of activi-
ties to create wider awareness on 
HIV/ AIDS and related issues. She 
stated that the government has 
been working to support people 
living with HIV/AIDS and remove 
discrimination and stigma from 
the society through awareness.

The World AIDS Day 2019 
celebration will have the Health 
Minister, Dr MK Sharma, chief 
guest and will also be attended 
by officials of different line de-
partments, members of Red Rib-
bon Clubs from different schools 
along with students from dif-
ferent schools and colleges and 
representatives from NGOs 
working in HIV/AIDS. 

Likewise, the grand finale of 
the Multi Media Campaign will 
have UD&HD Minister, Arun Up-
rety, as chief guest. 

Dr Lama mentioned that 
the objective of the celebration 
was to generate awareness and 
to highlight the different pro-
grammes and initiatives of the 
government on this issue. 

She stated that Sikkim has an 
HIV prevalence rate of 0.5% and 
has been recognized as the Best 
Performing State in the country 
when it comes to AIDS aware-
ness interventions. 

She informed that SSACS has 
been mainly working among 

the 20 to 39 years age-group 
through different programmes 
and initiatives.

Responding to media que-
ries, Dr Lama informed that the 
State has a cumulative figure of 
480 cases of HIV positive since 
1995. This includes the 33 new 
cases of HIV-positive people de-
tected in the State this year. 

Of the 480, 289 are male 
and 191 females. 176 of the 
HIV+ve people are aged be-

tween 20 to 29 and 167 cas-
es have been reported in age 
group of 30 to 39 years.

Additional Director, Health 
Department, Dr DS Kerongi, fur-
ther mentioned that the cumula-
tive figure was from those who 
came forward to get tested. He 
added that the real magnitude of 
the problem was still unknown 
and would become clear only if 
everyone got an HIV test done. 
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Swearing-in of cm and cabinet rescheduled 

File foto of Chief Minister PS Tamang [Golay] taking oath of office as the CM on 27 May, 2019

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Nov:

The swearing-in of the 
Chief Minister and his 

Cabinet, earlier scheduled 
for 26 November, is likely 
to be held on 02 Dec, next 
Monday. Sources inform 
that the 26 Nov date could 
not be met since the Gov-
ernor, who administers 
the oath of office, is cur-
rently indisposed. 

While there has been 
no official, on-record ex-
planation offered on why 
a fresh swearing-in is re-
quired, officials inform 
that when Chief Minister 
PS Tamang [Golay] took 
oath of office after SKM 
won the elections in May, 
he was not an elected 
member of the Legis-

lative Assembly hence 
could remain in office 
only for six months. The 
rules required him to win 
an Assembly seat within 
these six months to con-
tinue in office.

Mr Tamang, after he 
won the Poklok-Kamrang 
by-election last month, 
became an MLA and can 
now remain CM for the 
full term. There is, how-
ever, still the formality 
of being sworn in afresh 
since his earlier arrival 
into the CM’s office was 
only for six months.

Mr Tamang took oath 
of office as the Chief 
Minister on 26 May, six 
months back to the day.

Should it take longer 
for the Governor to re-

turn to Sikkim, he cur-
rently is under treatment 
in New Delhi, there is 

also the possibility that 
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny will be arranged at 

Sikkim House, New Del-
hi, if the rules do not al-
low for further delays. 

As for the swear-
ing-in of the Cabinet as 
well, sources explain 

that technically, when 
the Chief Minister steps 
down [as Mr Tamang will 
need to do before be-
ing sworn-in again], the 
Cabinet also dissolves 
with him and needs to 
be returned afresh to 
their posts. This, officials 
stress, is a formality and 
not too much should be 
read into the process.

It may be mentioned 
that after the announce-
ment of the swearing-in 
scheduled for 26 Nov, no 
official announcement 
has come of its postpone-
ment and this has led to 
a lot of speculation, espe-
cially on social media. 

Meanwhile, the As-
sembly session is sched-
uled to begin on 28 Nov.

15-month Energy Efficiency Workshop 
for industries launched in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 26 Nov:

Confederation of Indi-
an Industry (CII), with 

the support of the Energy 
& Power Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
on Wednesday launched 
a new 15-month proj-
ect called ‘Workshop 
for Promoting Energy 
Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy in the Industrial 
Units of Sikkim’. 

As per a press re-
lease, the workshop 
comes as part of a larg-
er project supported by 
the Global Environment 
Fund (GEF), the United 
Nations International 

Development Organiza-
tion (UNIDO), and the 
Government of India’s 
Bureau of Energy Effi-
ciency (BEE).

Principal Chief Engi-
neer cum Secretary, Pow-
er Department, AB Rai, 
inaugurated the work-
shop. Speaking on the 
occasion, he underlined 
the importance of ener-
gy efficiency as a crucial 
industry activity that 
needs to be promoted 
robustly in Sikkim. He 
said that energy effi-
ciency in the cluster can 
greatly help industries 
move towards sustain-
able development models.

The workshop saw 
participation from all 
major pharma, food pro-
cessing, distillery & dairy 
units of Sikkim. An En-
ergy Management cell, 
equipped with state-of-
the art energy auditing 
instruments, was inau-
gurated at the work-
shop, to facilitate regu-
lar energy audit activities 
in the cluster.

The project will be 
operational in Sikkim for 
the next 15 months, and 
will offer technical assis-
tance in promoting ener-
gy efficiency and renew-
able energy to small and 
medium scale units.

AIDS Day to highlight how Communities Make the Difference

EPCS Namchi will face ABYF Baptist 
Church in Sikkim United Cup finals

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 27 Nov:

EPCS Namchi will 
take on ABYF Baptist 

Church, Sikkim, in the fi-
nals of the Sikkim United 
Cup 2019 here at Paljor 
Stadium on 30 Nov. 

A brace by Dewash-
ish George Rai helped 
EPCS, Namchi, to edge 
past Gitang Dagbari 3–2 
in the nail-biting sec-
ond semi-final match on 
Wednesday. ABYF Bap-
tist Church is already 
in the finals after de-
feating Abad in the first 
semi-final match of the 
tournament.

With the help of goals 
by Dewashish George 
Rai in the 13th minute 
and Sailesh Shankar in 
the 21st minute, EPCS 
Namchi, ended the first 
half with 2–0 lead. With 
a strong comeback in the 
second half, Sanjay Rai 
of Gitang Dagbari equal-
ized the score-line with 
his brace in the 48th and 
76th minutes to draw the 
match 2–2 at full time.  

The match extended 
for 20 minutes [each half 

of 10 minutes] extra-time 
to decide the winner. 
Both teams fought hard 
but missed many good 
chances to net the goal. 

Just before the ex-
tra-time ended Dewash-
ish George Rai scored the 
winning goal for EPCS 
Namchi in the last minute 
of extra-time. Dewashish 
George Rai was adjudged 

Man of the Match.
The organizing com-

mittee has invited sports 
enthusiasts and football 
lovers to come and sup-
port their favorite teams 
in the final match on 
Saturday. The organizing 
committee has also ex-
pressed its deep regrets 
on not being able to bring 
the popular band, No-

mads, due to some tech-
nical reasons on the final 
day of the tournament.

Meanwhile, a friendly 
match was also played 
between Sikkim Chris-
tian Sports Committee 
and Gangtok Veter-
ans before the second 
semi-final match. In the 
match, SCSC registered 
an easy 7–1 victory. 

West Sikkim gets CSR support of 
Rs 18 cr for health and education

New Delhi, 27 Nov (IPR): 
REC Ltd. (formerly Rural 
Electrification Corpora-
tion Limited), A Govern-
ment of India Navratna 
Enterprise, has extended 
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility [CSR] support for 
Rs 16.85 crore and Rs 1.63 
crore each to West Sikkim 
for transforming Educa-
tion and Health Sectors 
of West District as per the 
project proposals submit-
ted by DM West Sikkim. 

REC will provide CSR 

funds of Rs 16.85 crore to 
West Sikkim for the proj-
ect - Transforming school 
education in West Sikkim 
by strengthening school 
library, science laboratory, 
organizing science & tech-
nology fair, recruitment of 
mathematics teachers, pro-
viding smart class, renova-
tion of hostel, providing fur-
niture, training of teachers 
& exposure visit of teachers, 
students etc. in Government 
schools of West Sikkim. 
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Article 370: 
SC reserves 
verdict on pleas 
challenging 
curbs in J-K
New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI) 
The Supreme Court re-
served on Wednesday 
its verdict on a batch of 
pleas including that of 
Congress leader Ghulam 
Nabi Azad challenging 
the restriction imposed 
in the erstwhile state 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
following abrogation of 
provisions of Article 370.

A bench of Justice N V 
Ramana, Justice R Subhash 
Reddy and Justice B R Gavai 
reserved the verdict.

Appearing for Azad, 
senior advocate Kapil 
Sibal said they under-
stand that there are na-
tional security issues in 
Jammu and Kashmir, but 
the entire seven million 
population cannot be 
“locked down”.

Advocate Vrinda Gro-
ver, appearing for Kash-
mir Times Editor Anu-
radha Bhasin, termed the 
curbs “unconstitutional” 
and said the restrictions 
have to pass the test of 
proportionality.

On Tuesday, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir admin-
istration justified imposi-
tion of curbs on Internet 
services in the erstwhile 
state after abrogation of 
the special status given 
under Article 370, say-
ing separatists, terror-
ists and Pakistan’s Army 
made attempts on social 
media to instigate people 
for ‘jihad’.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for Jammu and Kash-
mir administration, had 
said that it was not only 
fighting enemies within 
but also with those from 
across the border.

Mehta referred to 
public speeches and so-
cial media posts of for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister Mehbooba 
Mufti and leaders of Na-
tional Conference party 
against the removal of 
Article 35A, which gave 
special rights to perma-
nent residents of the 
state, and Article 370 
provisions that granted 
special status to the state.

Referring to social 
media app Twitter, Meh-
ta said that “there were 
thousands of messages 
on official twitter han-
dles of Pakistan Army, 
Afghan Taliban and oth-
er terror groups meant 
to instigate the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 
There was propaganda 
by Pakistan Army. We 
would have failed in our 
duty, if we had not taken 
precautionary steps”.

He had said that “the 
only solution is that either 
you have Internet or you 
don’t” as it was very diffi-
cult to segregate, especially 
in such a huge area. There 
were prohibitory orders so 
that there are no congre-
gations which would have 
created law-and-order sit-
uation, he had said.

turn to pg 02
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~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds
GENERAl lAND FoR SAlE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FlAT FoR RENT/lEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENERAl lAND FoR SAlE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

lAND FoR SAlE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

He informed that an ART Centre, where HIV+ve 
people can receive antiretroviral therapy, was estab-
lished at the New STNM Hospital and a link centre at 
Namchi in South Sikkim. 

He also shared details about the treatment, fol-
low-up, counseling and other support provided to 
people living with HIV/AIDS.

Meanwhile, for the Red Fest, six bands have 
been shortlisted for the grand finale to be held on 
the afternoon of 01 December at Manan Kendra. A 
total of 21 bands had auditioned for the Fest. The 
six shortlisted bands are Blastonic, G-Force, Guns 
from the Countryside, Bipolar Shadows, Himalayan 
Junkies, the Crossroad. 

Still Waters, Nightmares and Roll Heads will also 
be performing as guest bands on the day. 

The winner of the campaign will receive a cash 
prize of Rs 70,000 and get the chance to represent 
Sikkim at the 2nd Northeast Multi Media Campaign to 
be held in Imphal, Manipur.

Recovering Users Network [RUN] is the NGO part-
ner of Multi Media Campaign 2019-20. KC Nima of 
RUN stated that RUN has been working hard to cre-
ate mass awareness especially among targeted age 
groups through music. 

He added that RUN has also been working to reach 
out to the remaining population of the State to en-
courage them to get themselves tested for HIV and to 
remove stigma from the society.

AIDS Day to...

REC will also extend CSR support for Rs 1.63 crore 
for providing medical equipments and instruments in 
District Hospital, Gyalshing and 07 Public Health Cen-
tres in West Sikkim.

Through the above, two CSR projects, REC and 
District Administration aim to bring rapid transfor-
mation to the Health and Education sectors of West 
Sikkim. West Sikkim is an aspirational district under 
NITI Aayog and its progress is being specially mon-
itored by the Prime Minister at the centre and Chief 
Minister of the state. 

As per the directions of Chief Minister, P. S Tamang 
(Golay), the District Magistrate, Karma R Bonpo, had 
submitted a comprehensive project to REC founda-
tion. The CMD REC, Ajeet Agarwal and REC Foun-
dation CEO, S. N Srinivas taking keen interest in the 
development of the district have provided the CSR 
assistance.

The Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) of the 
above two projects was executed between REC Foun-
dation and DM, West Sikkim in New Delhi today.

S N Srinivas, on behalf of REC Foundation and Kar-
ma R Bonpo, on behalf of West Sikkim signed the MoA 
in the presence of CMD REC, Ajeet Agarwal, ED (CSR), 
Ajoy Choudhary, ED, REC, Debjani Chakrabarti and 
other officials of REC.

West Sikkim...

On November 21, the Centre justified restrictions 
imposed in Jammu and Kashmir after the abrogation 
of provisions of Article 370 and said that due to the 
preventive steps taken, neither a single life was lost 
nor a single bullet fired.

The Centre had referred to terror violence in the 
Kashmir Valley and said that for the past so many 
years terrorists were being pushed through from 
across the border, local militants and separatist or-
ganisation had held the civilians captive in the region 
and it would have been “foolish” if the government 
would not have taken preventive steps to secure the 
lives of citizens.

Article 370...

Child Friendly room inaugurated in Toong Naga
Mangan, 27 Nov (IPR): Child Friend-
ly room was inaugurated in Toong Naga 
GPU, North Sikkim, today informs a press 
release issued by DCPO/N, Wendy Lepcha.

As all the GPUs in North District have a 
Village Level Child Protection Committee, 

each GPU has been declared child friendly.
The GPUs are designating a room as 

Child Friendly room in their Gram Pra-
sashan Kendra to serve as a referral point 
for any children in the community who 
may require protection of their rights.

The Village Level Child Protection 
Committee coordinated with the District 
Child Protection Unit, North and Child 
Welfare Committee, North, to facilitate the 
child friendly room for all the children of 
the village/GPU.

Uddhav Thackeray, 59, will 
be 18th CM of Maharashtra

Mumbai, Nov 27 (PTI): 
Shiv Sena president Ud-
dhav Thackeray will take 
oath as the 18th chief 
minister of Maharashtra 
on Thursday.

Thackeray, 59, will 
be the third Sena leader 
after Manohar Joshi and 
Narayan Rane to occupy 
the top post.

Thackeray would be 
taking over as chief min-
ister more than a month 
after results of the Ma-
harashtra Assembly elec-
tions were declared on 
October 24.

The weeks following 
the results saw political 
equations in the state 
turning topsy-turvy.

Soon after the results 
came in, Thackeray re-
minded the ally BJP of 
its promise to share the 
CM’s post. But BJP leader 
Devendra Fadnavis de-
nied that such a promise 
had been made.

An enraged Thacker-
ay called off government 
formation talks, saying 
he could not tolerate be-
ing dubbed liar.

The falling apart of 
the saffron combine led 
to formation of an un-
likely alliance between 
the Sena on one hand 
and ideologically diver-
gent Congress and NCP 
on the other.

NCP chief Sharad 
Pawar -- seen as archi-
tect of the new alliance 
-- himself has been chief 
minister of Maharashtra 
four times.

He became CM for 
the first time on July 
18, 1978, when he top-
pled the Congress gov-
ernment to form new 
government under the 
Progressive Democratic 
Front alliance.

This government 
lasted till February 17, 
1980, when then prime 
minister Indira Gandhi 
dissolved it.

Pawar was again CM 
from June 25, 1988, to 
March 3, 1990 after he 
returned to the Congress.

His third tenure last-
ed from March 4, 1990, 
to June 25, 1991, when 
he joined the Narasimha 
Rao cabinet as defence 
minister. He was sent 
back to the state after 
Mumbai riots, and was 
CM from March 6, 1993, 
to March 13, 1995.

Late Vasantdada Pa-
til of the Congress was 
chief minister four times 
-- From April 19, 1977, 
to March 6, 1978; March 
7 to July 17, 1978 (when 
Pawar toppled his gov-
ernment; February 2, 
1983, to March 9, 1985, 
and again from March 10 
1985, to June 1, 1985.

The first chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra after 
its formation in 1960 was 
Yashwantrao Chavan. He 
held the post from May 
1, 1960, to November 20, 
1962, when he was ap-
pointed defence minister 
in the aftermath of war 
with China.

Marotrao Kannam-
war was the second chief 
minister, from November 
21, 1962, till his death on 
November 24, 1963. P B 
Sawant was acting chief 
minister from November 
25 to December 4, 1963.

Vasantrao Naik held 
the post from Decem-
ber 5, 1963, to February 
20, 1975.No other chief 
minister enjoyed such a 
continuous tenure of 11 
years.

Shankarrao Chavan 
was chief minister from 
February 21, 1975, to 
April 16, 1977. He be-
came CM again on March 
14, 1986 and remained 
in the post till June 24, 
1988.

AR Antulay was chief 
minister from June 9, 
1980, to January 12, 
1982. Antulay, the only 
Muslim CM of the state 
so far, had to step down 
over corruption charges.

Babasaheb Bhosale 
was chief minister from 
January 20, 1982, to 
February 1, 1983. Shi-
vajirao Patil Nilangekar 

was chief minister from 
June 3, 1985, to March 7, 
1986.

Sudhakarrao Naik 
was chief minister from 
June 25, 1991, to Febru-
ary 23, 1993.

Manohar Joshi was 
chief minister from 
March 14, 1995, to Janu-
ary 30, 1999.

Narayan Rane be-
came chief minister on 
February 1, 1999 when 
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thac-
keray decided to replace 
Joshi. Rane remained in 
the post till October 17, 
1999, when the Sena-BJP 
government decided to 
advance assembly elec-
tions. Vilasrao Deshmukh 
took over as CM leading a 
Congress- NCP alliance 
government on October 
18, 1999 and continued 
till January 18, 2003. He 
returned as chief minis-
ter on November 1, 2004, 
but resigned on Decem-
ber 7, 2008, after the 
26/11 terror attacks.

Sushilkumar Shinde 
was chief minister from 
January 18, 2003, to Oc-
tober 31, 2004.

Ashok Chavan took 
over from Deshmukh on 
December 8, 2008. His 
first term lasted till No-
vember 6, 2009. He con-
tinued as chief minister 
after Assembly polls, but 
resigned in November 
2010 over Adarsh Hous-
ing Society scam.

Prithviraj Chavan was 
chief minister from No-
vember 10, 2010, to Sep-
tember 27, 2014.

Devendra Fadnavis, 
the first BJP chief minis-
ter of the state, has two 
records against his name.

He became the first 
CM of Maharashtra after 
Vasantrao Naik to com-
plete a full term, from 
October 31, 2014, to No-
vember 9, 2019.

However, he also 
earned the dubious dis-
tinction of being chief 
minister with the short-
est tenure in his second 
term.He took oath on No-
vember 23, 2019, but re-
signed on November 26 
when the Supreme Court 
ordered a floor test.

It became clear on 
Tuesday that NCP’s Ajit 
Pawar, who had crossed 
over to prop up BJP-led 
government and was 
sworn in as deputy CM, 
could not split the NCP to 
get the numbers.

In terms of number of 
terms, Thackeray will be 
the 28th chief minister of 
the state.

T’gana cabinet to discuss 
RTC issue on Thursday

Hyderabad, Nov 27 
(PTI): The Telangana 
Cabinet will on Thursday 
discuss steps to end the 
‘impasse’ over the Telan-
gana State Road Trans-
port Corporation (TS-
RTC) employees strike 
issue, among others.

“The state cabinet 
meeting will be held here 
at Pragati Bhavan on Nov 
28 at 2 PM. There is a 
possibility that the meet-
ing may extend to Friday,” 
a release from the Chief 
Minister’s office said.

The cabinet meeting 
will “discuss at length the 
measures to be taken to 
end the RTC impasse in 
the state,” it said.

Over 48,000 employ-
ees of the Telangana 
State Road Transport 
Corporation had called 
off their 52-day-long 
strike on November 25 
and expressed readiness 
to rejoin duty,

However the TSRTC 
management had said 
they could not allow 
them to rejoin duty as 
the matter was pending 
before the labour com-
missioner as per the di-
rectives of High Court.

Consequently, em-
ployees who turned up 
for work on Tuesday and 
also on Wednesday, were 
turned away by officials 
and police.

On November 22, the 
Telangana High Court 
had dismissed a petition, 
challenging the state cab-
inet decision to privatise 
over 5,000 bus routes.

The court, while dis-
missing the petition chal-
lenging the cabinet’s No-
vember 2 decision to pri-
vatise permits of 5,100 
bus routes, had said the 
state government is em-
powered to take a deci-
sion on the matter.

On November 18,it 

had directed the Com-
missioner of Labour to 
decide whether the strike 
should be referred to the 
Labour Court or not, in 
two weeks to decide the 
legality of the stir.

Meanwhile, state BJP 
president K Laxman said 
in Delhi on Wednesday 
that Union Transport 
Minister Nitin Gadkari 
spoke to Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao on 
the RTC issue. BJP and 
Congress MPs from Tel-
angana had met Gadkari 
separately and sought 
the Centre’s intervention 
in the matter.

The RTC employees, 
who began their strike 
on October 5, withdrew 
their stir though they 
did not get any positive 
response from either 
the RTC management 
or state government on 
their demands.

The unions Joint Ac-
tion Committee leader 
Aswathama Reddy had 
said their decision to 
withdraw the stir was 
taken to halt alleged at-
tempts by the govern-
ment to “privatise RTC”.

The management had 
said it was not possible 
to take back the workers 
until the process pre-
scribed by the High Court 
was concluded.

The government had 
earlier said the RTC was 
not in a position to accept 
the employees’ demands 
as the Corporation has 
been running at a loss.

The RTC employees 
had begun their strike 
with various demands, 
including merger of the 
corporation with the 
government and recruit-
ment to various posts.

However, they subse-
quently announced that 
they were ready to put 
off their merger demand.

Still with 
NCP; Uddhav 
will decide 
on induction: 
Ajit Pawar
Mumbai, Nov 27 (PTI): 
NCP leader Ajit Pawar 
Wednesday said he con-
tinues to be in the Sharad 
Pawar-led party, adding 
it was up to CM-desig-
nate Uddhav Thackeray 
to take a call on inducting 
him into the cabinet.

Ajit Pawar, who last 
week supported the BJP 
to form a short-lived 
government in Maha-
rashtra, also said there 
is no reason “to create” 
confusion about his be-
ing in the NCP.

“I have nothing to say 
(right now), I will speak 
at the right time. I had 
said earlier also, I am 
in the NCP and I will re-
main in the NCP. There 
is no reason to create 
confusion,” Ajit Pawar 
told in Vidhan Bhawan 
premises.

“The decision to induct 
me in the cabinet is to be 
taken by Uddhav Thacker-
ay as CM,” he said.

“I am not unhappy 
with anyone. I will accept 
any responsibility given 
by my party,” he said.

On his late Tuesday 
night visit to ‘Silver Oak’, 
his uncle and NCP pres-
ident Sharad Pawar’s 
residence, Ajit Pawar 
said, “It is my right to 
meet my leader.”

Meanwhile, NCP 
MLA Rohit Pawar on 
Wednesday said he was 
sure his uncle Ajit Pawar 
would return to the par-
ty and felt happy after 
the latter met party chief 
Sharad Pawar.

He also said that the 
Pawars “stand united” 
and will remain so.

“I could not trust how 
it happened. As a work-
er, I did not go into the 
details of it. There was 
some confusion being a 
family member, I could 
not understand what was 
happening,” Rohit Pawar, 
who is the grandson of 
Sharad Pawar’s elder 
brother Appasaheb Pawar, 
told a news channel. He 
made the remarks when 
asked about what he felt 
when Ajit Pawar took oath 
as deputy chief minister 
after tying up with the BJP 
last Saturday.

“But we were sure 
(about his return). We 
knew Dada well,” Rohit 
Pawar said.

Ajit Pawar, who won 
the October 21 state polls 
from Pune’s Baramati seat 
with a margin of 1.65 lakh 
votes, shocked his party 
and family last Saturday 
after he joined hands with 
the BJP and became dep-
uty chief minister in the 
Devendra Fadnavis-led 
government.

The NCP sacked him 
as its legislature unit 
leader the same day. 
However, he continues to 
be a member of the party.

Ajit Pawar on Tues-
day resigned as Dy CM 
citing “personal reason”, 
following which Fadna-
vis too stepped down as 
chief minister, bringing 
the curtains down on the 
80-hour- old BJP-led gov-
ernment in Maharashtra.
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aic-Smutbi and german partner incubator sign mou

Sikkim Karate contingent leaves 
for National School Games

SlNo BoYS Sl No GIRlS

1 ABHISOP RAI 2 ONAMIKA 
TAMANG

3 ANURAJ SUBBA 4 SUSHMITA 
SUBBA

5 ANURODH RAI 6 KRISHIKA 
KAMI

7 ARYAN 
PRADHAN 8 SENIYANA 

GURUNG

9 UPENDRA 
GURUNG 10 SAKIMA RAI

11 MINGSO HANG 
LOMBOO 12 ALANIS 

LIMBOO

13 PRAVASH 
PRADHAN 14 MANISHA RAI

14 PRAKASH 
SUBBA 16 ANJALI SUBBA

15 ONGCHHEN 
LEPCHA 18 RENUKA 

RASAILY
17 AYEUS SHERPA 20 SOMIA RAI

21 Hem Kumari Rai Coach
22 Puran Subba Manager
23 Sonam Paljor Lepcha Chef-De-Mission

Gangtok, 27 Nov (IPR): 
Sikkim Contingent com-
prising of 23 Karatekas 
(10 girls, 10 Boys, 2 
coaches and 1 Chef-De-
Mission) left today for the 
National School Games to 
be held at Jabalpur Mad-
hya Pradesh from 01 to 
06 Dec, 2019.

The karatekas were 
selected from the recent-
ly held Annual School 
Sports Competition 
2019-20 organized by 
Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department.

A see-off pro-
gramme was organized 
today at Paljor Stadi-
um in which Secretary, 
Director, Additional 
Director and other of-
ficers from the Sports 
Department were pres-
ent to offer khadas to 
the participants. 

Secretary SYA, Kuber 
Bhandari extended his 
best wishes to the par-
ticipants on behalf of 

the State Government 
and Department and 
also advised them to 

compete at the Nation-
al Competition in the 
spirit of sports. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Nov: 

AIC-SMUTBI, Sikkim 
and Main stage In-

cubator (haftungsbes-
chränkt) from Frankfurt, 
Germany, has signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to enter 
into a strategic partner-
ship and enable the start-
ups of this region to gain 
smoother access to the 
European Market, a press 
release informs.

Founder and CEO, 
Swen Wegner on behalf 
of Main stage Incubator 
visited Sikkim to inked 
the pact with AIC-SMUT-
BI represented by CEO 
of AIC-SMUTBI, Dr Tej 
Chingtham.

The MOU will enable 
start-ups from the North 
East India and the rest 
of country, to land in the 
European Market in two 
stages viz., Soft landing 
(Virtual Landing) and 
Hard Landing.

Soft Landing will 
enable start-ups to test 
their prototypes or prod-
uct in Europe Market via 
AIC-SMUTBI’s partner 
incubator in Germany. On 
its part the Mani stage in-

cubator will facilitate all 
the regulatory compli-
ances, certification, legal 
requirements etc which 
are mandatory for entry 
into European Union. 

A total of approx-
imately 10 men-hour 
of mentoring will be 
provided to start-ups 
by their pool of men-
tors from the Europe-
an Union for the prod-
uct-market fit. This will 
prepare the start-ups to 
scale globally.

In the second stage 
of hard landing, the Main 
stage incubator will pro-

vide a free office space 
and three months of ac-
commodation in Frank-
furt for the start-ups to 
have their physical pres-
ence in Germany. It will 
also support to register 
an entity in Germany if 
necessary.

The intention of the 
MOU is to reduce the 
overall cost of launch-
ing a product from the 
North East India to the 
European Union market 
and help the start-ups 
focus on scaling beyond 
the boundaries of the re-
gion/country.

Apart from these as-
sistances, Main stage 
will also provide all the 
start-ups with valuable 
Industry Connects, men-
torship and access to in-
vestors from the Europe-
an Union.

A session on “How to 
pitch to European Cus-
tomers” was conducted 
by Mr Swen, followed 
by a one-on-one session 
with all the start-ups/
entrepreneurs present 
and suggested on how 
their products can be 
prepared for the global 
market.

ICAR-NOFRI observes Constitution Day

Run for Reeya registration desk at MG Marg

Gangtok, 27 Nov (PIB): 
ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Research In-
stitute (ICAR-NOF-
RI), Tadong, observed 
Constitution Day on 
26 Nov, 2019. 

At ICAR-NOFRI, the 
Joint Director, Dr RK 
Avasthe administered 
the oath to all the staff 
members present. He 
also elaborated about 
the constitution. He 
also discussed in detail 
the history of framing 
of constitution, various 
provisions of constitu-
tion, fundamental rights 
and duties enshrined in 
the constitution. He also 
highlighted for respect-
ing the constitution and 
dealing life according to 
the spirit of constitution.

The programme was 
attended by all the staff 
of ICAR-NOFRI and KVK 

East Sikkim. The pro-
gramme was also attend-
ed by a group of 20 farm-
ers from Jalna district of 
Maharashtra. During the 
program, Sr Scientist, 
Dr R Singh, Agronomy, 
ICAR-NOFRI welcomed 
all the staff and high-
lighted the importance of 
constitution. 

He discussed about 
the journey of drafting 
constitution from the 
very beginning. Scien-
tist (Plant Breeding), Dr 

Chandan Kapoor and Sci-
entist Senior Scale (Hor-
ticulture), Dr Sudip Ku-
mar Dutta also highlight-
ed about the important 
articles, parts and sched-
ules of constitution. 

Scientist SS (Horti-
culture), Dr Sudip Ku-
mar Dutta proposed the 
vote of thanks and mod-
erated the program. Gagan 
Gurung, Rajeni Pradhan, 
Bandhan Chettri, Ezkiel 
Khawas assisted actively in 
organizing the program.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Nov: 

A fundraising event, ‘Run for Reeya’, 
for the ailing national footballer 

from Sikkim, Reeya Lepcha will be 
held on 30 Nov in the capital. The reg-
istration desk for “Run for Reeya” has 
been set up in front of Tourism Infor-
mation Centre, MG Marg, and will be 
open till 29 Nov. 

Run for Reeya is a charity rung 
initiated by journalist Dichen Ongmu 
for the footballer hailing from West 
Sikkim. She is suffering from brain tu-

mor and is under-going treatment in 
Delhi. The amount collected from this 
run will be transferred to her parents 
as financial assistance. 

Ms Ongmu has urged all sports 
organizations and associations to be 
a part of this noble cause. She has 
further urged everyone to help and 
support Reeya to bring her on the 
field soon.

A Class III student of Tashi Namg-
yal Academy, Moksha Upreti, has reg-
istered for the run, who is also the 
youngest participant so far. 

Odisha legislators 
allege industries 
not hiring locals
Bhubaneswar, Nov 27 
(PTI): Members of Odi-
sha Assembly cutting 
across party lines on 
Wednesday alleged that 
the industries operating 
in the state were not hir-
ing local youths.

The issue cropped 
up during the Zero Hour 
of the Assembly, when 
members of the ruling 
BJD and opposition BJP 
and the Congress al-
leged that the companies 
were ignoring the state 
government’s directive 
on employing local res-
idents in 90 per cent of 
the unskilled jobs.

The state govern-
ment, in a circular issued 
earlier, had asked all 
the industrial establish-
ments to hire 90 per cent 
of their unskilled work-
force from their vicinity.

Treasury bench mem-
bers Kishore Mohanty 
(Brajrajnagar), Rohit 
Pujari (Rairakhole) and 
Braja Pradhan (Talcher) 
targeted Mahanadi Coal-
field Limited (MCL) over 
non-compliance with the 
directive while BJP mem-
ber Kusum Tete from 
Sundargarh hit out at the 
National Thermal Power 
Corporation over the issue.

Kishore Mohanty, also 
a former speaker of the 
Assembly, said a major 
law and order crisis may 
erupt in Jharsuguda dis-
trict if the MCL continued 
ignoring the interests of 
the local people.

“Of the 2,373 candi-
dates who qualified for 
jobs in the MCL on No-
vember 24, only 10 were 
from the state. Those 
who lost their lands to 
the MCL were also not 
hired,” he said. Mohanty 
also alleged that the MCL 
do not use Odia language 
in its official work. “Not 
using Odia in MCL is a 
dishonour towards the 
state,” he said. 

New Guj anti-
terror law to 
come into force 
from Dec 1
Gandhinagar, Nov 27 
(PTI): A controversial 
Gujarat anti-terror law, 
which recognises inter-
cepted telephonic con-
versations as a legitimate 
evidence among other 
provisions, will come 
into force from Decem-
ber 1, a state minister 
said here on Wednesday.

Earlier this month, 
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind had given his assent 
to the Gujarat Control of 
Terrorism and Organ-
ised Crime (GCTOC) Act, 
which had thrice failed to 
get the nod of his prede-
cessors since 2004.

The controversial leg-
islation, passed by the 
BJP-ruled state in March 
2015, was formulated to 
deal with terrorism and 
organised crime such as 
contract killing, ponzi 
schemes, narcotics trade, 
extortion rackets, cyber 
crime, land-grabbing and 
human trafficking.

Talking to report-
ers, Minister of State for 
Home, Pradeepsinh Jade-
ja, said, “We will start the 
implementation of the 
GCTOC Act from Decem-
ber 1. A notification in 
this regard will be issued 
soon.” “The provisions of 
the Act will prove crucial 
in dealing with terrorism 
and organised crimes, 
such as contract killing, 
ponzi schemes, narcotics 
trade and extortion rack-
ets,” he said.

The Act allows to 
consider intercepted 
telephonic conversations 
as a legitimate evidence. 
Other key provision is 
admissibility of confes-
sion made before a police 
officer as evidence. The 
bill, earlier named as the 
Gujarat Control of Or-
ganised Crime (GUJCOC) 
Bill, had failed to get the 
Presidential nod thrice 
since 2004 when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was the chief minister of 
the state.

In 2015, the BJP gov-
ernment in the state 
re-introduced the bill by 
renaming it as the GC-
TOC, but retained the con-
troversial provisions like 
empowering the police to 
tap telephonic conversa-
tions and submit them in 
court as evidence.  
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Children Still Labour
…and we still don’t really care

Yes, we had Children’s Day earlier this month on 
14 November. What have we also had was the 

Universal Children’s Day less than a week later on 
20 November. The latter Day is observed to mark 
the UN’s adoption of the Declaration of Children’ 
Rights in 1959. The Convention is a legally binding 
treaty that obliges governments to “respect, pro-
tect and fulfill” children’s rights through their leg-
islation and policies. Child Rights include the right 
to life, health, education, participation, and pro-
tection from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect 
and exploitation. All the rights of the children are 
equally important and reinforce each other. 

Now, let’s look at what India has achieved six-
ty-nine years since it gained Independence and fif-
ty-seven years since the Declaration of Children’s 
Rights was passed. Back in the year 2001, when the 
Census of India counted child labour for the first 
time, the data suggested that 12.6 million of our 
minors were engaged in the work-force we know 
as child-labour. Even at that time, statistics for the 
informal labour force contended that the num-
ber of under-14 year olds – the “hidden workers” 
– made to work was as large as 60 million. Since 
then, the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) 
Act has been amended to ban the employment 
of children in any kind of work. This, admittedly, 
has had only limited impact and NGOs working 
on child labour issues believe that as many as 20 
million continue to be employed in private homes. 
And now that the rallies and awareness drives to 
protect children from labour have dried up, hor-
ror stories crop up occasionally, like in the case of 
the runaway who strayed into Dikchu some weeks 
ago or the children rescued from shops (where 
they were employed) more recently. 

With some shops in some corners of the state 
openly flouting the rules, the presence of minors 
as servants in homes is also noticeably present 
even though hiring such help is now a criminal 
offence. Look around Sikkim, by how much do 
you think has the number of minors employed as 
domestic servants gone down since the Act was 
amended? As per the Childline India Foundation, 
a group that works for child rights, 11% of the 
workforce of India is made up of child labour! This 
is shamefully shocking because what this reflects 
is that one in every ten workers in India is a child!! 
Counting children employed as domestic help and 
supposedly treated like “family”, how do you think 
Sikkim fares in this statistic? Is enough being done 
to “respect, protect and fulfill” the rights of the un-
derprivileged and marginalised children that the 
nation has undertaken to ensure?

Children who make it to school on a regular 
basis, no matter how deplorable the condition of 
the schools, are actually privileged. It is the army 
on the streets which rummages through trash to 
pick a livelihood, the domestic servants engaged 
in household chores when they should be playing 
with friends, who need to be reassured that they 
are still important and that their problems are be-
ing addressed, one tiny step at a time. Or scratch 
that. That would be plain hypocrisy. No one is re-
ally concerned. 

Now Evo Morales is out, Bolivia’s celebrated 
‘plurinational revolution’ has an uncertain future

Indonesia’s Information Law has threatened free 
speech for more than a decade. This must stop

USMAN HAMID
theconversation.com

More and more people are falling 
victim to Indonesia’s Information 

Law, which is notorious for being used 
to criminalise political dissidents.

Human rights lawyer Veronica 
Koman and journalist Dandhy Dwi 
Laksono were charged in Septem-
ber – in separate cases – for alleged-
ly “inciting hatred” on social media 
related to recent unrest in Papua in 
which dozens were killed and hun-
dreds injured.

During protests against several 
controversial pieces of legislation 
before the Indonesian parliament in 
the same month, journalist and mu-
sician Ananda Badudu was charged 
with spreading “false news” for say-
ing that students were mistreated by 
the police.

More recently, Corruption Eradi-
cation Comission (KPK) investigator 
Novel Baswedan was reported to the 
police and accused of faking an eye 
injury following an acid attack two 
years ago. At the time, Novel was in-
vestigating several major graft cases 
involving government officials.

The list goes on and on.
The Information Law (formal-

ly the Information and Electronic 
Transaction Law) was enacted during 
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyo-
no’s tenure in 2008 – a decade after 
the fall of the authoritarian New Or-
der regime.

However, many consider the 
law sabotages the hard-earned 
freedom of expression ushered in 
by the 1998 reforms.

The law was passed to protect 
consumers in electronic transactions 
when the use of the internet in eco-
nomic activities gained traction.

But, in practice, the govern-
ment and law enforcement offi-
cials have abused the law to si-
lence political dissidents, aggra-
vating the declining protection of 
free speech in the country.

Freedom House, an independent 
democracy watchdog, downgrad-

ed Indonesia’s status from “free” to 
“partially free” towards the end of the 
Yudhoyono administration in 2014. 
The country’s rank fell from 41st in 
2013 to 42nd in the following year.

The situation worsened under 
President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, a 
figure who was once seen as “Indo-
nesia’s Obama” and was expected to 
improve the country’s freedom of ex-
pression as he had no military or po-
litical background.

Under Jokowi, Indonesia’s 
score on civil liberties dropped 
from 34 in 2018 to 32 this year. 
The country’s freedom of expres-
sion index also dropped from 12 in 
2015 to 11 in 2019.
THE PATTERN oF ABUSE

The increasing number of cases 
involving the abuse of the Informa-
tion Law has contributed to the de-
cline of freedom indices from Yud-
hoyono’s to Jokowi’s time.

According to data from the South 
Ease Asian Freedom of Expression 
Network (SAFEnet) and Amnesty In-
ternational, the number of incidents 
involving the Information Law surged 
from 74 cases in the Yudhoyono era 
(2009-2014) to 233 cases during Jo-
kowi’s tenure (2014-2019) – a more 
than threefold increase.

There are several factors to ex-
plain this. The law’s broad coverage 
and definition of certain kinds of 
speech – which is prone to loose in-
terpretation – is one of them.

For example, the term “electronic 
information” in the bill is not well de-
fined. Does this include information 
conveyed through emails and text 
messages? This would be an invasion 
on citizen privacy.

The Information Law also does 
not clearly differentiate between in-
sults and defamation as defined in 
the country’s Criminal Code.

Before the law took effect, cases 
of libel and slander were prosecut-
ed using Article 310-321 – an entire 
section of the criminal code that reg-
ulates defamation.

The vague definitions within the 
Information Law make it prone to 

misuse by law enforcement officials 
during criminal investigation or judi-
cial proceedings.
PolITICAl INSUlTS ToWARD THE 
PRESIDENT

The increasingly prominent role 
of the police and their abuse of au-
thority in defending governmental 
institutions – including the president 
– also contributed to the decline in 
freedom of speech.

Based on unpublished data from 
Amnesty International, 241 individ-
uals were criminalised for criticising 
authority figures of the Jokowi ad-
ministration during the first term of 
his presidency (2014-2019).

Some 82 out of 241 of the cases 
involved people who were consid-
ered to have uttered “hate speech” 
and “insults” towards the president.

A majority (65) of the 82 cases in-
volved insults against Jokowi through 
social media. The others were made 
through offline mediums such as 
speeches and political protests. 
Most of the social media cases were 
brought to light through the police’s 
monitoring of cyber activities.

One clear case was that of Sri Ra-
hayu, who was sentenced to one year 
in prison and fined over US$1,400 
in August 2017 for spreading “false 
news” and “insults” directed at Joko-
wi on a Facebook post.

Rahayu’s case is just the tip of the 
iceberg.

The current plan to revise the 
criminal code to re-include provi-
sions of insults towards the presi-
dent will give authorities even more 
tools to silence peaceful and val-
id criticism. This poses a threat to 
whatever free speech rights Indone-
sians have left.
DECENTRAlISED REPRESSIoN

Data from SAFEnet in 2018 shows 
that of 245 cases involving the Infor-
mation Law since 2008, more than a 
third (35.92%) were started by re-
ports by government officials. Their 
targets were activists, journalists, 
civil servants and even teachers.

Generally, the silencing of these 
critics occur in the regions where the 

local media have limited coverage 
and are often biased to local rulers. 
The media often do not expose these 
cases and leave them at the mercy of 
law enforcement.

This has essentially caused gov-
ernmental repression of criticism and 
dissent to become somewhat “decen-
tralised”. It is no longer a national col-
laboration, but instead becomes the 
discretion of local rulers in defending 
their interests.

Cases in South Sulawesi provide 
good examples. Junior high school 
teacher Budiman in Pangkep regency 
was arrested for insulting the regent 
in 2013. Similar arrests happened to 
anti-corruption activist Muhammad 
Arsyad in Makassar in 2014, civil ser-
vant Fadli Rahim in Gowa in 2015, 
and others for criticism of local lead-
ers posted in social media.

The legal harassment of the three 
individuals above was followed by 
physical intimidation from govern-
ment supporters.
MoVING FoRWARD

The Information Law has been 
brought to the Constitutional Court 
(MK) for judicial review a total of 
seven times.

All appeals related to freedom of 
expression were rejected. Only once 
was an appeal granted in 2010 re-
garding an article on wiretapping.

The court has always rejected 
challenges to the law, saying it was 
still an important regulation. The 
court has said that “without the arti-
cles in this law, people are free to in-
sult each other”.

Authorities have a political inter-
est in maintaining the law as it gives 
them the power to silence dissent 
and criticism.

Instead, they should erase all ar-
ticles in the Information Law that 
are liable to be misused to restrict 
free speech. At the very least, steps 
should be taken to keep pushing for 
the government to use non-criminal 
charges, so individuals can be fined 
instead of jailed.

[the writer is Lecturer, 
Indonesia Jentera School of Law]

loRENzA FoNTANA
theconversation.com

Just over a decade ago in late January 2009, I was 
standing in front of the Palacio Quemado, the gov-

ernment headquarters in the heart of the Bolivian ad-
ministrative capital La Paz, amid a crowd of euphoric 
Bolivians. A quilt of national tricolour flags and mul-
ticolour wiphalas, the traditional Andean flags, was 
waiting for President Evo Morales to appear and cele-
brate the overwhelming results of a referendum that 
had just ratified a new constitution.

That was perhaps the last epic moment of the 
“plurinational revolution” that began with Mo-
rales’s election in 2005 and the installation of the 
first Bolivian government led by a popular co-
alition of peasant and indigenous movements.

Today, the epic tale of Bolivia’s first Indian 
president has reached a tragic end. Morales and 
most of his close political entourage resigned 
on November 10 and left the country after mass 
protests and pressure from the military precipi-
tated a political crisis triggered by the disputed 
results of October’s presidential elections.

Since Morales’s departure, confrontations 
between his supporters and armed forces 
have left at least 32 people dead and hundreds 
wounded. The UN warned in late November 
that the unrest could “spin out of control”.

The political crisis has sparked a deep po-
larisation between those condemning an “ille-
gitimate coup” and those celebrating the “return 
of democracy” in Bolivia. This polarisation has 
grown out of the complexity of Morales’s legacy, his 
government’s unprecedented achievements and its 
inability to overcome authoritarian tendencies.
A NATIoN CHANGED

This dramatic outcome for a government that 
still showed rates of support of over 40% after 14 
years in office was hardly predictable, even for its 
political opponents. The longstanding political loy-
alty of many Bolivians to Morales is partly due to 
the fact that he represented traditionally excluded 
sectors of society, mainly peasant and, at least ini-
tially, indigenous peoples.

He also cultivated pragmatic relationships 
with economic elites and the armed forces. At the 
same time, cautious management of the economy, 
particularly of the revenues from natural resource 
exports, supported significant efforts to redistrib-
ute the country’s wealth. During Morales’s time in 
office, the number of people in extreme poverty fell 
from 38% to 18% of the population. Bolivia also 

transitioned to become a middle-income country.
Alongside other countries of the so-called Pink 

Tide – the wave of leftist governments elected 
across Latin America in the first decade of the new 
millennium – Morales’s Bolivia embraced a com-
mitment to championing socio-economic rights, 
as well as newer rights, such as cultural and envi-
ronmental rights. Some key examples were the cre-
ation of indigenous autonomous territories, as well 
as the historic 2010 Law of Mother Earth, which 
guaranteed the rights of nature. 
CoNCENTRATIoN oF PoWER

The alleged electoral fraud in October was the 
tipping point that led to Morales’s ousting. Howev-
er, it followed a series of violations, manipulations 

and peculiar interpretations of fundamental demo-
cratic principles by the government.

At the same time, little had been done to 
strengthen Bolivia’s institutions. As my colleague 
Jean Grugel and I have argued, in Bolivia, as in 
other like-minded countries in the region, the 
strengthening of socio-economic, cultural and en-
vironmental rights came at the expense of other 
rights, namely political rights and civil liberties. 
According to data from CIRI Human Rights Dataset 
and Freedom House, Bolivia is significantly below 
the Latin American average in its respect for asso-
ciation and organisation rights, freedom of expres-
sion and belief, rule of law and personal autonomy 
and individual rights.

One of the root causes of this problem was the 
concentration of power in the hands of a strong 
and close executive, with a strict control over the 
state apparatus and authoritarian ways of manag-
ing dissent. Few incentives existed for co-operation 

with the opposition, or for a collegial approach to 
power that would favour leadership transitions. In 
the classic Latin American tradition of strongman 
leadership, Morales tried to perpetuate his power 
by circumventing democratic institutions and the 
will of the majority.

He ignored the results of the 2016 referen-
dum in which Bolivians voted no to his re-election 
and, with the support of a Constitutional Tribunal, 
changed the constitution to allow his candidacy for 
a fourth mandate.

Morales’s government was also incapable of in-
cluding the urban middle classes in its reform process. 
It was the middle classes who strongly reacted to his 
abuses of power and eventually took to the streets of 

major Bolivian cities demanding his resignation. 
AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

Morales certainly holds political responsibility 
for the conditions underlying the current crisis. 
But rather than focusing on his administration’s 
culpability, it’s now urgent to address the ques-
tion of how to safeguard the process of social and 
economic inclusion that he started. Over the past 
few decades, Bolivia has transformed in a way that 
many considered irreversible – but perhaps it was 
premature to assume that.

In recent weeks there has been a resprouting of 
racism and intolerance in Bolivia and the rise of a 
new ultra-right opposition with fundamentalist re-
ligious narratives. These should be warning signs 
for a country, and a region, where revolutions and 
counter-revolutions are all too common avenues of 
political expression.

[the writer is Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Global Fellow, Newcastle University]
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Champions League: Lewandowski hits 
four for Bayern and Juve beat Atlético

Protests against CAB continue in Assam

Guwahati, Nov 27 (PTI): 
Amid reports that Citi-
zenship (Amendment) 
Bill might come up 
during ongoing session 
of Parliament, protests 
against the contentious 
legislation continued in 
Assam with prominent 
youth organisation Asom 
Jatiyabadi Yuba Chhatra 
Parishad (AJYCP) taking 
out a huge protest rally 
here on Wednesday op-
posing CAB.

Holding banners and 
placards, the agitators 
marched from Guwa-
hati Club point of the 
city demanding CAB be 
scrapped as it is “un-
constitutional” and goes 
against the “existence of 

the indigenous people of 
Assam and other North 
East states”.

The AJYCP has been 
protesting against the 
bill since early this year 
along with influential All 
Assam Students’ Union 
(AASU) and social or-
ganisation Krishak Muk-
ti Sangram Parishad 
(KMSS), asserting that 
the legislation will not be 
accepted at any cost by 
the people of the state.

AJYCP general sec-
retary Palash Changmai 
leading the march told 
reporters “the BJP-led 
government at the centre 
in its political interest to 
hold on to power wants 
to impose this legisla-

tion on us which threat-
ens the existence of the 
people of Assam and the 
Northeast.

“Chief Minister of 
Assam who was given 
the title ‘Jatiya Nayaak’ 
(Peoples Hero) because 
he had got the illegal 
migrants (determina-
tion) by Tribunals Act 
scrapped is today silent 
on CAB when his coun-
terparts in the N-E are 
strongly opposing it.

“This goes to show 
this chief minister is not 
standing with the indige-
nous people of the state. 
So we the people and all 
organisations have to 
come out to the street to 
protest against the CAB”, 

Changmai said. “We de-
mand a plebiscite on CAB 
and then the government 
take a decision whether to 
or not bring the law based 
on its outcome”, main-
tained the leader of AJYCP.

One of the demon-
strators holding banners 
and placards against the 
bill, avered: “the people 
of Assam cannot accept 
CAB as it will make the 
indigenous people and 
their language extinct 
with the settlement of 
people from other coun-
tries here”.

The anti-CAB move-
ment has intensified 
since November 11 when 
AJYCP, AASU, RTI activist 
Akhil Gogoi-led KMSS 

and the Indigenous Fo-
rum, Assam, led by pro-
talk ULFA leaders Anup 
Chetia, Mrinal Hazarika 
and human rights activ-
ists Lachit Bordoloi have 
been separately protest-
ing across Assam.

They have been rais-
ing slogans against the 
BJP-led central and Assam 
governments for allegedly 
adopting an “anti-Assam 
policy to settle illegal Hin-
du migrants in the state by 
amending the Citizenship 
Act, thereby changing the 
demographic pattern of 
the state”.

In September this 
year, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah had stated 
at a NEDA meeting in Gu-
wahati that the existing 
different laws of all states 
of the region will remain 
untouched even with the 
introduction of the CAB 
with the cut- off date of 
December 31, 2014.

The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill was 
passed by the Lok Sabha 
on January 8 but not ta-
bled in Rajya Sabha.

It seeks to provide 
Indian citizenship to 
Hindus, Jains, Christians, 
Sikhs, Buddhists and 
Parsis from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan after six years of 
residence in India even 
if they do not possess 
any document.

Have high regard for Mamata 
Banerjee: Dhankhar

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI): 
West Bengal Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankar, who 
is involved in fresh war 
of words with the TMC 
government in the state, 
Wednesday said that he 
has high regard for Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee and will never com-
promise on extending 
courtesy to anyone.

Dhankhar’s state-
ment came a day after he 
and Banerjee chose not 
to exchange greetings, 
but preferred to hit out 
at each other during a 
special session of the As-
sembly on Tuesday.

There was, howev-
er, no direct exchange of 
words as Banerjee spoke 
after the governor left 
the House, where the 
special session was on 
to mark Constitution Day 
on the 70th anniversary 
of the adoption of Indian 
Constitution.

“I would never ever 
compromise on extend-
ing courtesy to anyone, 
much less Hon’ble CM 
for whom I have enor-
mous personal regard. 
Surprisingly she made 
no expected move, leav-
ing me bewildered. Was 
stumped. All including 

(ministers) Amit Mitra, 
Partho (Chatterjee), Ab-
dul Manan (Congress 
MLA and leader of oppo-
sition in Bengal Assem-
bly) greeted by me as all 
MLAs,” Dhankhar tweet-
ed on Wednesday.

The governor has 
been engaged in a fresh 
war of words claiming 
that the post of the con-
stitutional head of the 
state has been “serious-
ly compromised” as he 
hit out at Banerjee, who 
shot back saying that 
the post is being “gross-
ly misused”.

The chief minister 
also said that Dhankhar 
is engaging in a spat with 
her on the direction of 
the BJP-ruled govern-

ment at the Centre.
The governor and the 

TMC government have 
been locked in bitter 
exchange of words on a 
number of issues ranging 
from the seating arrange-
ment for Dhankhar at the 
Durga Puja carnival, to 
comments on his secu-
rity detail ever since he 
rushed to Jadavpur Uni-
versity to “rescue” Union 
minister Babul Supriyo, 
who was heckled and 
manhandled by students.

A tussle had also 
erupted over the state 
government’s refusal to 
provide a helicopter to 
Dhankhar to travel to 
Farakka in Murshidabad 
district and Santiniketan 
in Birbhum district.

Mamata invited to 
Thackeray swearing-in

New app to aid government schools in MP

RJD MlA reaches Bihar Assembly 
wearing garland of onions

TMC minister questions 
relevance of governor’s post

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI): 
Senior Trinamool Con-
gress leader Partha Chat-
terjee on Wednesday 
questioned the relevance 
of the post of the gov-
ernor as 70 years have 
passed after the adoption 
of the Constitution.

Chatterjee’s state-
ment came a day after a 
fresh war of words be-
tween West Bengal Gov-
ernor Jagdeep Dhankhar 
and Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee at the 
Constitution Day pro-
gramme at the Assembly 
on Tuesday.

The post of the gov-
ernor may have had its 
importance in the past, 
the parliamentary affairs 
minister said and won-

dered whether it still has 
relevance after 70 years 
of adoption of the Consti-
tution.

Chatterjee was ad-
dressing the second 
and last day of a special 
session of the Assem-
bly to observe the Con-
stitution Day, which 
has been turned into a 
stage for a verbal duel 
between the gover-
nor and the Trinamool 
Congress government.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the minister said 
democracy does not 
mean the right to do any-
thing, and the Constitu-
tion also enshrines Fun-
damental Duties in it.

Chatterjee, also the 
TMC secretary general, 

said it is not a personal 
clash with anyone but an 
issue of rights and duties 
of entities.

The minister also 
said the expenditure of 
the Raj Bhavan, the of-
fice and residence of the 
governor, has gone up 
by over two times in the 
past three years.

The acrimony be-
tween Dhankhar and 
the state government 
was on show at the 
Assembly on Tuesday 
when he and the chief 
minister shared the dais 
for the first time, but did 
not exchange greetings 
and instead preferred 
to hit out at each other 
during their respective 
speeches.

Patna, Nov 27 (PTI): 
An MLA of the opposi-
tion RJD in Bihar turned 
up at the Assembly 
wearing a garland of 
onions on Wednesday, 
in an obvious gesture 
aimed at highlighting 
the spiralling prices of 
the vegetable.

Shutterbugs present 
at the sprawling Vidhan 
Sabha premises furious-
ly clicked away, as Raja 
Pakar MLA Shiv Chandra 
Ram arrived with onion 
bulbs adorning his neck.

“The growing prices 
will deprive the people 
of their staple food. On-

ions, which used to come 
for less than Rs 50 a kilo, 
are now coming at no 
less than Rs 80 per kilo. 
In fact, I had to purchase 
these (pointing towards 
his midriff) for Rs 100 
per kg,” Ram claimed.

He also attacked the 
Nitish Kumar govern-
ment in the state for his 
“empty promises” of set-
ting up stalls where the 
staple vegetable would 
be available for a price as 
low as Rs 35 per kg.

“I am yet to see any 
such stall. I am going in-
side the House wearing 
this mala (garland) as I 

want the honorable chief 
minister to behold this 
sight. I hope that it would 
compel him to take some 
serious action. It is my 
demand that the govern-
ment provide onions to 
the poor for Rs 10 per 
kg,” Ram told reporters 
before walking inside the 
premises.

It was not clear as to 
whether the legislator 
got an opportunity to 
present himself, as de-
sired, before the Chief 
Minister who had not 
arrived in the House 
during the pre-lunch 
session.

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
has been invited to the 
swearing-in of Shiv Sena 
chief Uddhav Thackeray 
as the new chief minister 
of Maharashtra, sources 
at the CMO here said on 
Wednesday.

The invitation to Ba-
nerjee, who is a staunch 
critic of the BJP, for the 
Thursday oath tak-
ing reached the CMO 
Wednesday afternoon, 
they said. Whether Ba-
nerjee will be in Mumbai 
for the swearing-in is 
yet to be confirmed, the 
sources said.

Thackeray will be 
sworn in as the 17th chief 
minister of Maharashtra 
at a grand ceremony at 
the Shivaji Park in Da-
dar in central Mumbai 

on Thursday evening, a 
month after the results of 
the Assembly polls were 
announced due to a slew 
political developments in 
the state.

The state had been 
under President’s Rule 
for 13 days between 
November 12 and 23 
after no political party 
was able to form a gov-
ernment.

The BJP-led govern-
ment, which was formed 
with the support of NCP 
leader Ajit Pawar on No-
vember 23, collapsed 
on Tuesday afternoon 
when Devendra Fad-
navis stepped down as 
chief minister.

The NCP has an-
nounced that Shiv Sena 
chief Uddhav Thackeray 
would be the next chief 
minister of Maharashtra.

Bhopal, Nov 27 (PTI): 
The Madhya Pradesh 
education department 
announced the launch of 
an app for teachers and 
students in government 
schools, an official said 
on Wednesday.

The app, inspired by 
South Korean model of 
education, is being intro-
duced in 13 government 
schools on a pilot basis, 
he added.

“Teachers can con-
duct tests and ask ques-
tions through the app 
and students can re-
spond on it,” minister of 
school education Pra-
bhuram Chaudhary said, 
adding that the app has 
been introduced for stu-
dents upto class 8 in 13 
schools of Bhopal and 
Raisen districts.

If successful, the ed-
ucation department will 
expand its use at gov-

ernment schools in other 
parts of the state as well, 
he said.

The state govern-
ment had also organ-
ised exposure tours for 
teachers and education 
department officials to 
South Korea, New Delhi 
and Noida where they 
could observe and assess 
the education system, 
Chaudhary said.

“These tours were or-
ganised to encourage in-
novations and best prac-
tices in the field,” he said.

The department also 
plans to introduce spe-
cial training for girls who 
wish to join the police 
and paramilitary forc-
es, an official from the 
school education depart-
ment said.

At least 50 girls will 
be selected for this spe-
cial training from each 
district, the officials said.

london, 27 Nov [theGuardian]: Bayern 
Munich secured top spot in Champions 
League Group B with a match to spare 
as four second-half goals from Robert 
Lewandowski inspired them to a 6-0 
away mauling of Red Star Belgrade.

The German side pinned Red Star 
back from the start and came close 
three times through Lewandowski and 
Kingsley Coman before Leon Goretzka 
fired them into a 14th-minute lead with 
a superb header. The Germany mid-
fielder rose above his markers to steer 
a Philippe Coutinho cross from the left 
past Milan Borjan.

Lewandowski had a goal disallowed 
shortly before half-time after a quick 
VAR review ruled that Corentin Tolisso 
handled the ball when he teed up the 
Poland striker. However the Pole made 
it 2-0 with a 53rd-minute penalty after 
Milos Degenek handled in the box, then 
made it 3-0 on the hour from a fine as-
sist by Tolisso. He headed in the fourth 
soon afterwards from a Benjamin Pa-
vard cross and stunned Red Star again 
in the 68th minute. Tolisso completed 
the rout in the dying minutes with a 
simple finish.

Bayer Leverkusen stunned Loko-
motiv Moscow in Group D with a 2-0 
victory to keep their hopes of reaching 
the knockout stages alive. An own goal 

from the home side’s Rifat Zhemaletdi-
nov and a Sven Bender volley gave 
Leverkusen a precious three points 
which kept alive their prospects of fin-
ishing in the top two as second-placed 
Atlético Madrid lost 1-0 at the leaders 
Juventus. Paulo Dybala curled in a free-
kick from a tight angle to give the Italian 
side victory and although qualification 
remains in Atlético’s hands, Leverkusen 
will have home advantage over Juve in 
their last match.

Juventus, already qualified, won a 
set-piece just outside the penalty area, 
close to the goal-line but Dybala sent 
his shot over the wall and in off the 
crossbar in the 45th minute. His side 
qualified with a game to spare.

Papu Gomez scored with a superb 
second-half shot as Atalanta secured 
a first-ever Champions League victory 
with a 2-0 home success over Dinamo 
Zagreb that keeps their knockout round 
hopes alive.

Luis Muriel also found the net at San 
Siro, where Atalanta are playing their 
home games while their regular stadi-
um in Bergamo undergoes renovations, 
and the Italian club proved full value for 
their success. Two points now separate 
second-placed Shakthar Donetsk – who 
drew with the group leaders Manches-
ter City – to Atalanta in fourth. 
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Mbappe stars as PSG snatch 
dramatic point at Real Madrid

Madrid, Nov 27 (AFP): 
Kylian Mbappe instigat-
ed a dramatic Champi-
ons League comeback 
on Tuesday as Paris 
Saint-Germain scored 
twice in two minutes to 
rescue a 2-2 draw against 
Real Madrid and secure 
first place in Group A.

Madrid dominated 
the majority of a pulsat-
ing contest at the Santia-
go Bernabeu and looked 
to have sewn up an im-
pressive victory when 
Karim Benzema scored 
his second goal in the 
79th minute.

But PSG pulled off 
an unlikely turnaround 
as Mbappe capitalised 
on a defensive mix-up 
to pull one back in the 
81st minute before Pab-
lo Sarabia, once of Real, 
drove into the top corner 
second later.

“Real were better for 
long periods,” said PSG 
coach Thomas Tuchel.

“We were lucky but 
that’s not a crime.”

Gareth Bale, who 
came on as a substitute to 
a mixed reception from 
the home fans, almost 
won it in injury-time 
when his bending free-
kick struck the post.

The draw means PSG 
will go through as group 
winners while Madrid 
are guaranteed to finish 
second after Club Brugge 
drew 1-1 at Galatasaray 
in the early kick-off.

Madrid’s late capit-
ulation tarnished an 
excellent display that 
highlighted their trans-
formation since the 3-0 
thrashing at the Parc des 
Princes in September.

“It was a great per-

formance,” said Zinedine 
Zidane. “The players are 
not happy with the result 
but you have to be happy 
with what we have done 
for 80 minutes. I’d take 
that performance all day 
long.”

There was also the 
worrying sight of Eden 
Hazard hobbling off with 
what looked like an ankle 
injury in the second half, 
with the Clasico against 
Barcelona only three 
weeks away.

“It’s more than just 
a knock but I hope the 
twist is a minor one,” 
said Zidane. Neymar was 

also left on the bench by 
Tuchel despite recover-
ing from a hamstring in-
jury, only to be brought 
on at half-time. It was his 
dummy that led to Sara-
bia’s equaliser.

“I didn’t want to risk 
him,” said Tuchel. “I 
prefered to be sure he 
could finish the match.” 
Zidane’s press confer-
ence on Monday became 
another ode to Mbappe, 
who will reportedly be 
Madrid’s number one 
target next summer.
- MBAPPE IMPRESSES -

The Frenchman, in 
his 100th game for PSG, 

looked like he wanted to 
put on a show, puffing 
out his chest after an ear-
ly foul by Sergio Ramos 
and squeezing Zidane’s 
hand as he fetched a ball 
from behind his back.

The threat of Mbappe 
hung over the match but 
Madrid were much the 
better side, slicker in 
their passing, faster with 
the ball and more aggres-
sive in winning it back.

Their opening goal 
came in the 17th minute 
and Hazard started it, 
skipping between Thom-
as Meunier and Marquin-
hos before switching 

to the right. Isco struck 
Fede Valverde’s pull-back 
against the post before 
Benzema showed a cool 
head to find the corner.

On the back foot for 
most of the half, PSG 
twice went close towards 
the end of it. Mbappe, 
slipped through by Angel 
Di Maria, opted to shoot 
when he might have 
squared for Mauro Icardi.

Icardi was then 
brought down in the area 
after nipping around 
Thibaut Courtois. Ref-
eree Artur Dias pointed 
to the spot and showed 
the goalkeeper a red 
card but a VAR review 
showed Idrissa Gueye 
had pushed Marcelo in 
the build-up.

Madrid looked to 
have put the game to 
bed when Luka Modric 
ghosted clear and 
Marcelo’s cross found 
the deadly Benzema 
free at the back post.

But the celebrations 
had barely finished when 
Mbappe pulled one back, 
a gift as Courtois and 
Raphael Varane allowed 
Meunier’s cross to slip 
between them, leaving 
the 21-year-old with an 
open goal.

It felt like a consola-
tion but PSG had other 
ideas as a clever dummy 
from Neymar fooled the 
entire home defence and 
the ball cannoned out 
to Sarabia, who swept it 
into the top corner.

Both teams looked for 
a winner and PSG went 
close, Mbappe firing into 
the side-netting before 
Bale’s bending free-kick 
hit the post deep into in-
jury-time.

Australian team to raise 
toast to late Phillip Hughes

Adelaide, Nov 27 
(PTI): Phillip Hughes 
is always in his team-
mates’ thoughts and the 
Australian team will 
raise a toast to “absent 
friends” in the memo-
ry of the cricketer who 
died five years ago af-
ter being struck on the 
neck by a bouncer.

In a tragic chain 
of events, 25-year-old 
Hughes died after being 
struck by a bouncer on 
the neck while batting 
for South Australia in a 
Sheffield Shield match in 
Sydney five years ago on 
November 25.

Three days short of 
turning 26, the left-hand-
ed batsman, who sus-

tained a brain hemor-
rhage, died without re-
gaining consciousness. 
He played 26 Tests and 
25 ODIs for Australia.

“Time flies. I still 
remember, one of the 
worst days of our life, 
and we’ll toast absent 
friends today. I’m sure 
we will talk about it to-
day when we get to the 
Adelaide Oval,” Langer 
said in a video clip post-
ed by cricket.co.au.

“How lucky we are to 
be playing cricket, rep-
resenting our country, 
being in Adelaide, being 
at the Adelaide Oval - 
they’re always nice re-
minders. I’m sure that’s 
what Hughesy would like 

too. He will be smiling 
down on us somewhere 
going ‘just remember, 
you have got it pretty 
good you boys’.”

Langer added that the 
Adelaide Oval has beau-
tiful picture of Hughes 
hanging in the change 
room and the left-hander 
is always present in his 
teammates’ thoughts.

“After the T20 game 
here (against Sri Lan-
ka), there’s a beautiful 
picture of Hughesy in 
the change rooms. Af-
ter we had our debrief-
ing, and we toasted 
absent friends. Like we 
do every time we walk 
into the change room,” 
Langer said.

Bhubaneswar, 
Rourkela to host 2023 

Men’s Hockey WC

Ex-Germany coach Klinsmann takes charge at Hertha Berlin

liverpool are living up to promise of giving rivals 100 reasons to be afraid
PAUl WIlSoN
theGuardian

When Liverpool missed 
out on the title by a sin-

gle point last season it was 
being said with a mixture of 
amusement and admiration 
around Anfield that Manches-
ter City had raised the bar so 
high it was going to take a cen-
tury of points to be sure of win-
ning the Premier League.

It seemed somehow ludi-
crous that a side could reach 
97 points and still miss out on 
the league championship, when 
totals as low as 75 and 78 had 
sufficed in the past and no previ-
ous runner-up had gone beyond 
90. Pep Guardiola, finding himself 
having to defend his record re-
cently as a result of his side stum-
bling all the way down to fourth 
in the table, pointed out that his 
City side had posted 198 points 
in the previous two seasons, set 
a Premier League record with 100 
points in the first and had gone on 
to establish a far from shabby aver-
age of 99 points per season.

Back in May Jürgen Klopp 
took the disappointment on the 
chin in the way that he does, 
perhaps helped a little by the 
knowledge that his side are 
better at reaching Champions 
League finals than their rivals, 
and promised to do his best to 
reach 100 points the following 
season. He smiled as he said it, 
knowing such a target might 
be the equivalent of tilting at 
windmills when there are only 
114 points to play for, yet with 
a fraction more than a third of 
the season completed a glance 
at the table will confirm that Liv-
erpool are on course.

Should Klopp’s players 
beat Brighton at home on Sat-
urday they will have harvest-
ed 40 points before the end of 
November, a feat previously 
achieved only by City in their 

record-breaking season. With-
out wishing to put too much of 
a hex on Liverpool’s weekend 
fixture, should that milestone be 
reached after 14 games Guardi-
ola would know, just in case he 
doesn’t already, that Liverpool 
mean business this time. The City 
manager is aware how difficult it 
is to keep a winning momentum 
going for weeks running into 
months, and he is also aware that 
the Gabriel Jesus goal that beat 
Southampton to reach the points 
century came with seconds to 
spare. Jesus scored in the fourth 
minute of stoppage time in the 
last game of the season.

Klopp said his side could not 
keep relying on late winners af-
ter Liverpool’s most recent feat 
of escapology at Crystal Pal-
ace, though that is exactly what 
champions often do and the re-
cord books do not take account 
of frayed nerves and frantic fin-
ishes. Just about everyone on the 
Liverpool side can chip in with a 
goal or a vital assist when the 
pressure is on, and as previous 
champions such as City, Chelsea, 

Leicester and Manchester Unit-
ed have shown, that knowledge 
can undermine opponents’ con-
fidence when games go to the 
wire. Think of Vincent Kompa-
ny’s goal against Leicester last 
season, or Steve Bruce’s header 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
when Manchester United were 
still waiting for their first title 
under Alex Ferguson. While it 
remains true that champion 
teams will usually find a way to 
win from somewhere, it is of-
ten the case that defences over-
stretch themselves picking up 
the expected goal threats and 
have little to offer in response 
when danger comes from an un-
usual direction.

By any measure Liverpool 
have made one of the best ever 
starts to a Premier League sea-
son. Arsenal’s Invincibles had 
drawn four times by the end of 
November in the 2003-04 sea-
son, so though still unbeaten 
could only boast 34 points after 
14 games. A year later in José 
Mourinho’s first season Chelsea 
had 36 points from 15 games at 

the same stage, and when they 
made another barnstorming 
start in 2005-06 they entered 
December with 37 points from 
14 matches. While City were on 
35 points at the end of Novem-
ber last season, at that point 
they had only played 13 match-
es. By the time they beat Bour-
nemouth on 1 December they 
were up to 38 from 14.

Other notable starts include 
Kevin Keegan’s Newcastle in 95-
96 (38 points by the end of No-
vember) and Carlo Ancelotti’s 
Chelsea (36 points). Leicester in 
2015-16, to give a more normal 
example of an eventual title win-
ner, had drawn five and lost one 
of their first 14 games. By the 
end of November they were do-
ing better under Claudio Ranieri 
than anyone expected, though 
with a relatively modest haul of 
29 points they were only just be-
ginning to be regarded as poten-
tial champions.

It remains to be seen wheth-
er 40 points from 14 games 
means you are champions in 
waiting; with so few teams ever 

having reached that plateau it is 
difficult to draw any statistical 
conclusions, though it is cer-
tainly title-winning form. What 
could go wrong? Well, Brighton 
have beaten Spurs and Ever-
ton this season, there is a Mer-
seyside derby next week, the 
Champions League could take a 
toll and mid-December brings a 
somewhat superfluous Fifa di-
version in Qatar along with the 
rearranged and logistically com-
plicated Carabao Cup quarter-fi-
nal against Aston Villa. Probably 
nothing Liverpool cannot take in 
their stride, even if the tradition-
al fixture pile-up next month is 
even more insane than usual.

As ever in English football, 
the league table only starts to 
take on a more permanent look 
after the mayhem of the festive 
period, and though Liverpool 
face only one top-four opponent 
in their slew of December games 
their supporters might have 
wished for an easier return to Pre-
mier League action than a trip to 
high-flying Leicester immediately 
after taking time out in Qatar.  

Berlin, Nov 27 (AFP): 
Former Germany and 
United States boss Jur-
gen Klinsmann has tak-
en over as head coach of 
Bundesliga side Hertha 
Berlin until the end of 
the season, the club an-
nounced Wednesday.

Former Hertha boss 
Ante Covic, who only 
took charge in July 
after six years coach-
ing the reserves, has 
been dismissed after 

Sunday’s 4-0 thrash-
ing at mid-table Augs-
burg, the club’s fourth 
straight league defeat.

The 55-year-old 
Klinsmann, a former Eu-
ropean and world cham-
pion with Germany, was 
appointed to Hertha’s 
supervisory board at 
the start of November 
and takes over with the 
club just above the rele-
gation zone.

Klinsmann, a for-

mer Tottenham, Bayern 
Munich and Inter Milan 
striker, won the 1990 
World Cup and 1996 Eu-
ropean championships 
with Germany, making 
108 appearances and 
scoring 47 goals for die 
Mannschaft.

He was head coach of 
Germany from 2004 un-
til the 2006 World Cup, 
when the hosts reached 
the semi-finals under his 
stewardship. 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 27 
(PTI): The 2023 Men’s 
Hockey World Cup will 
be held in Bhubaneswar 
and Rourkela, Odisha 
Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik announced here 
on Wednesday.

India will host the 
Men’s Hockey World Cup 
for the second consecu-
tive time after the country 
was picked to stage the 
game’s showpiece event 
in 2023 by the Interna-
tional Hockey Federation 
(FIH) earlier this month.

The tournament will 
be held from January 13 
to 29.

“We hosted the 2018 
World Cup and I would 
like to announce that the 
2023 Hockey World Cup 
will again be held in Bhu-
baneswar and Rourkela. 
Are you happy. I am hap-
py,” Patnaik said, while 
addressing the crowd at 
the Kalinga Stadium in a 
brief ceremony.

The ceremony was 
also attended by Inter-

national Hockey Federa-
tion and Indian Olympic 
Association president 
Narinder Batra, Hockey 
India president Mohd. 
Mushtaque Ahmed, 
Odisha Sports Minister 
Tusharkanti Behera, be-
sides other dignitaries.

Bhubaneswar’s Kalin-
ga Stadium will host the 
game’s showpiece tour-
nament for the second 
consecutive time after 
successfully conducting 
the event in 2018, which 
was won by Belgium.

Of late, Bhubaneswar 
has hosted some big 
international sport-
ing events, including 
the 2017 Asian Ath-
letics Championships, 
2017 FIH Hockey World 
League Final, FIH Men’s 
Series Finals in 2019 and 
the recently-conclud-
ed FIH Hockey Olympic 
Qualifiers.

The state capital is 
also one of the venues for 
the 2020 FIFA Women’s 
U-17 World Cup.
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Albania mourns 
as earthquake 
search for 
survivors 
continues
Albania was in na-

tional mourning 
Wednesday as emergen-
cy workers continued to 
pull bodies from the ru-
ins of buildings gutted by 
a violent earthquake, with 
nearly 30 found dead and 
hundreds injured. Tirana 
declared a state of emergen-
cy in the areas hardest-hit 
by Tuesday’s 6.4 magnitude 
earthquake: the coastal city 
of Durres and the town of 
Thumane, where victims 
were trapped by toppled 
buildings.

With the help of 
dogs and more than 200 
experts flown in from 
across Europe, rescu-
ers worked through the 
night to locate survivors.

Early Wednesday in 
Thumane, emergency 
workers backed by Greek 
teams retrieved the body 
of a young man, an AFP 
reporter at the scene re-
ported. They were also 
attempting to free a 
young woman who they 
believe is still alive after 
the 24-hour-ordeal. By 
Wednesday morning, the 
death toll was up to 28 
while 45 people had been 
rescued, the defence min-
istry said in a statement. 
Some 650 people have 
also been treated for inju-
ries, mostly minor, accord-
ing to the health ministry. 

Incoming EU chief vows to build 
green superpower as MEPs vote

Brussels’ next top of-
ficial Ursula von der 

Leyen set out an ambi-
tious plan for a green and 
digital transformation of 
the EU economy Wednes-
day, as she urged MEPs to 
approve her top team.

The 61-year-old con-
servative takes office 
with Europe challenged 
to find its new role in a 
dangerous world, and 
with Brussels’ power un-
dermined by Franco-Ger-
man rivalry and Britain’s 
imminent exit.

But, addressing the 
European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, the former 
German defence minister 
endeavoured to strike an 
upbeat note, urging law-
makers to approve her 
27-strong commission so 
that she can get to work 
on December 1.

“I ask for your sup-
port to give Europe a new 
start,” she said, in a large-
ly well-received speech 
attended by the massed 
ranks of the nominated 
commissioners and in 
which she shifted flu-
ently between English, 
French and German.

“Our union will em-
bark on transformation 
that will touch every part 
of our society and econo-
my and we will do it be-
cause it will be the right 
thing to do, not because 
it will be easy,” she said.

Hailing the Dutch 
vice-president that she 
was obliged to pick as 
her deputy by EU mem-
ber states, socialist Frans 
Timmermans, as the 
right man for the dossier, 
she promised a “Europe-
an green deal... for the 
health of our planet, our 
people and our econo-
my.”

- Trade superpower -
As well as promis-

ing measures to combat 
climate change, von der 
Leyen insisted that Eu-

rope has the heft to lead 
the world in a digital eco-
nomic revolution.

“We are the world’s 
trading superpower,” 
she boasted. “We are the 
largest source and desti-
nation of foreign direct 
investment anywhere in 
the world.

“We should harness 
this twin power of dig-
italisation and climate 
transition to boost our 
industrial base.”

Von der Leyen can ex-
pect to see her commis-
sion approved, but her 
own appointment to suc-
ceed Jean-Claude Junck-
er as president was ap-
proved in July with only 
nine votes more than she 
needed, a narrow mar-
gin in EU politics. Three 

of her initial nominees 
to the commission were 
rejected during the par-
liamentary confirmation 
process -- an unprece-
dented snub -- weaken-
ing her from the outset.

Nevertheless, EU dip-
lomats and parliamenta-
ry leaders are cautiously 
optimistic she will clear 
Wednesday’s hurdle, a 
public vote of MEPs at 
12:30pm (1130 GMT).

“Our priorities are a 
crucial part of the von 
der Leyen commission,” 
said Manfred Weber, 
head of the parliament’s 
centre-right EPP bloc 
and himself a disappoint-
ed former presidential 
hopeful.

“In 2024 Europe will 
have the most ambitious 

and inclusive climate 
policy in the world, a 
European border and 
coast guard, transformed 
Europol into a Europe-
an FBI, a master plan to 
fight cancer and created 
millions of jobs.”

The July vote to con-
firm von der Leyen was 
conducted by secret bal-
lot, allowing many MEPs 
to vote against her in 
protest at the EU leaders’ 
political tactics.

But Wednesday’s 
roll-call to approve the 
commission as a whole 
will be conducted open-
ly, helping the main cen-
tre-right, social demo-
cratic and liberal factions 
to whip support.
- ‘Always a Remainer’ -

The commission has 

members from across the 
political spectrum and 
12 out of 27 of the mem-
bers will be women, not 
quite the parity that was 
promised but the highest 
number ever in the Euro-
pean Commission.

There will neverthe-
less be opposition. The 
parliament’s eurosceptic, 
far-left and right-wing 
populist parties will vote 
against, and the sceptical 
Greens have said they 
will abstain.

“Having heard the 
von der Leyen speech in 
the European Parliament 
today, I already miss 
Juncker,” sighed German 
MEP Reinhard Buti Kofer. 
Five French socialists will 
also sit on their hands.

And there is one more 
potential cloud hanging 
over the investiture: the 
absence of a British com-
missioner.

Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson plans to pull 
Britain out of the EU on 
January 31, after Brexit 
was repeatedly delayed 
amid wrangling in West-
minster over the divorce 
terms. But in the mean-
time he has refused to 
fill Britain’s seat on the 
commission and is now 
standing for re-election 
in a December 12 vote.

Von der Leyen ex-
pressed regret at Brit-
ain’s decision and was 
markedly more concil-
iatory than her pre-
decessor Juncker, who 
often made jokes about 
what he saw as Lon-
don’s great mistake.

“I have made no se-
cret that I will always be 
a remainer. But I will also 
always respect the deci-
sion taken by the British 
people,” she said.

“And whatever the 
future holds, the bond 
and the friendship be-
tween our people are 
unbreakable.”

on Hong Kong campus, elusive 
protesters and an uncertain future

‘Serious’ rights violations during 
Chile protests: Human Rights Watch

US teen’s TikTok video on Xinjiang goes viral
Beijing, Nov 27 (AFP): A TikTok post by 
a young woman, pretending to give eye-
lash curling advice while actually con-
demning China’s crackdown on Mus-
lims in Xinjiang, has gone viral on the 
Chinese-owned app that has been ac-
cused of censoring anti-Beijing content.

The clip by US teen Feroza Aziz, who 
describes herself as “17 Just a Muslim”, 
had millions of views across several so-
cial media platforms by Wednesday.

But Aziz said she has been blocked 
from posting on the hugely popular 
video platform TikTok for a month af-
ter uploading Sunday’s clip slamming 
China, a claim disputed by the app.

Human rights groups and outside 
experts say more than one million Ui-
ghurs and other mostly Muslim minori-
ties have been rounded up in a network 
of internment camps across the frac-
tious region of Xinjiang.

China, after initially denying the 
camps existed, describes them as 
vocational schools aimed at damp-
ening the allure of Islamist extrem-
ism and violence through education 
and job training.

Aziz starts her video telling view-
ers: “The first thing you need to do is 
grab your lash curler.”

However, she soon changes the sub-
ject, saying: “Then you’re going to put 
it down and use the phone you’re using 
right now to search what’s happening 
in China, how they’re getting concen-
tration camps, throwing innocent Mus-
lims in there, separating families from 
each other, kidnapping them, murder-

ing them, raping them, forcing them to 
eat pork, forcing them to drink, forcing 
them to convert.

“This is another Holocaust, yet no 
one is talking about it. Please be aware, 
please spread awareness in Xinjiang 
right now,” she adds, before returning 
to the eyelash curling tutorial.

A previous account owned by 
Aziz, reportedly from New Jersey, was 
blocked by TikTok over another alleged 
violation, but the app denied the cur-
rent profile had been frozen.

“TikTok does not moderate content 
due to political sensitivities,” a spokes-
person told AFP. “In this case, the user’s 
previous account and associated device 
were banned after she posted a video 
of Osama Bin Laden, which is a viola-
tion of TikTok’s ban on content that 
includes imagery related to terrorist 
organizations.

Her new account and its videos, 
including the video in question, were 
not affected.” As of Wednesday morn-
ing, the post had more than 1.5 million 
views and 501,900 likes, and 600,000 
comments.

Two follow-up videos in which Aziz 
again addressed the Xinjiang camps had 
both received more than 7,000 views.

The eyelash-curling clip had reached 
far more people on Twitter, with ver-
sions of the same video receiving more 
than 6.5 million views on Twitter.

Aziz told Buzzfeed: “As a Muslim 
girl, I’ve always been oppressed and 
seen my people be oppressed, and al-
ways I’ve been into human rights.

Chile’s national po-
lice committed “seri-

ous human rights viola-
tions” as weeks of violent 
demonstrations across the 
South American country 
claimed 25 lives, Human 
Rights Watch said Tues-
day in a report calling for 
reform of the force.

HRW said the police, 
known as Carabineros, 
“committed serious hu-
man rights violations, 
including excessive use 
of force in the streets 
and abuses in detention,” 
during the protests.

The New York-based 
right group had received 
hundreds of disturbing 
reports of abuse, includ-
ing cases of beatings and 
sexual assault, Jose Mi-
guel Vivanco, HRW’s di-
rector for the Americas, 
told a press conference 
in Santiago.

“We believe that the 
abuses are not isolated 
cases, they are not coin-
cidences,” said Vivanco.

The rights groups 
said in a statement it met 
with President Sebastian 
Pinera in Santiago on 
Tuesday, recommend-
ing a series of reforms 
to help prevent police 
misconduct. The reforms 
were needed “in the wake 
of compelling evidence of 
excessive use of force and 
abuses against demon-
strators and bystanders.” 

Among its recommenda-
tions is a thorough reform 
of the Chilean police, in-
cluding reviewing deten-
tion protocols for identity 
checks, setting up inter-
nal control mechanisms 
and strengthening police 
training. “We recognize 
the value of the Human 
Rights Watch report and 
the recommendations 
that have been made to 
us,” said Lorena Recabar-
ren, the Chilean minister 
with responsibility for 
human rights.

She said the find-
ings “concern us and, of 
course, are ones we re-
ceive with pain.”

- Blinded by pellets -
Meanwhile university 

student Gustavo Gatica 
became the first demon-
strator to be left fully 
blind after being hit in 
the eyes by pellets fired 
by riot police on Novem-
ber 8 during a protest in 

Santiago. Gatica’s case 
has become a symbol 
among the more than 
200 demonstrators who 
have suffered eye inju-
ries -- often resulting in 
being blinded in one eye 
-- from rubber bullets 
and pellets fired by riot 
police. Due to the high 
number of injuries and 
pressure from humani-
tarian groups, police said 
they would stop using 
such weapons.

Meanwhile violent 
demos continued in 
Chile’s main cities, with 
looting and burning re-
ported in places like La 
Serena and Iquique in 
the north, and San An-
tonio and Valparaiso, in 
central Chile.

In Santiago, thou-
sands gathered for a 
march downtown that 
riot police eventually 
broke up by deploying 
water cannons.

Staff at one of Hong Kong’s top 
universities picked through 

the chaotic aftermath of a violent 
occupation by protesters for a sec-
ond day Wednesday as the school 
searches for elusive holdouts -- and 
a way forward for a devastated insti-
tution. Compared to the city’s more 
hot-house campuses, Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University (PolyU) had 
a more relaxed vibe, its students 
known for parties and light-heart-
ed hazing as they pursued degrees 
in design, engineering, and other 
technical disciplines.

But the school, a stone’s throw 
from Hong Kong’s dramatic harbour, 
now resembles a disaster zone 10 
days after the start of a violent siege 
that saw clashes between police and 
protesters during the latest flare-up 
in the city’s political turmoil.

The first task before a police 
cordon can be dismantled and nor-
mality can return is to determine 
whether any hidden protesters 
remain. But sweeps through the 
campus by university personnel 
have been inconclusive. Just one 
young female protester was found 
by university officials -- though 
AFP journalists saw another sus-
pected holdout -- suggesting that 
the dozens of hardcore protesters 
who had held their ground in re-
cent days may have melted away.

Either way, a university that 
regularly makes lists of top-ranked 
Asian institutions faces a massive 
clean-up and uncertain future.

Its entrance is scarred with 
the charred evidence of a savage 
fight last week when protesters 
armed with bows, arrows, and 
petrol bombs held their ground 

against police wielding tear gas, 
rubber bullets, and water cannon. 
AFP journalists at the site found 
a battleground covered by brick 
fragments -- flung at police by pro-
testers -- and the shattered bottles 
of Molotov cocktails. Helmets, gas 
masks, and goggles are among the 
debris, as well as discarded cloth-
ing stained with the blue dye fired 
by police water cannon.

- Liberty or death -
A foul odour from rotting food 

in a canteen and overflowing gar-
bage bins permeates parts of the 
campus, and defiant graffiti has 
been scrawled everywhere by pro-
testers, part of a movement resist-
ing a perceived Chinese encroach-
ment on Hong Kong’s freedoms. 

“Give me liberty or give me 
death,” read one, not far from 
where a makeshift Statue of Liber-
ty stood. Others denounced Beijing 
as “Chi-Nazis”, and declared “I will 
only marry a brave fighter in my 
life”. In a gymnasium, the floor was 
covered by dozens of yoga mats, 
discarded clothing, shoes and face 
masks, underneath a huge group 

photo of student athletes lined up 
and smiling during happier times.

A nearby room was turned into 
a triage unit, strewn with supplies 
such as disinfectant, bandages, 
and asthma inhalers. A major con-
cern for university authorities is 
widespread vandalism to PolyU’s 
laboratories and other technical 
facilities. “A large number of facili-
ties at the site, including many lab-
oratories, were damaged to vary-
ing degrees, and some chemicals 
and dangerous goods were also 
missing,” university officials said 
in a statement Wednesday.

“At the same time, many sci-
entific research projects were 
interrupted due to the incident, 
which will seriously affect PolyU’s 
teaching and research.” The school 
already has cancelled on-cam-
pus classes for the remainder of 
the year, moving some to online 
instruction. Executive Vice Presi-
dent Miranda Lou told reporters 
Wednesday: “We hope PolyU’s 
campus can be reopened so that 
the university can begin repair 
projects immediately.”
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Aries: This phase of your life requires ra-
zor-sharp focus. Keep your eyes on the prize 
and refuse to waver no matter. Your resolve 
will be tested, Aries and your willingness to 
commit to your goals will ultimately deter-
mine the outcome. Overheard at the cosmic 
conference: the wealth and abundance you 
have been consciously manifesting is now 
within your reach.
Tip: Maintain razor-sharp focus.
TAurus: It’s never too late to get a bob, 
change your signature style, make your pas-
sion your profession, learn a new language, 
unveil your masterpiece or move to a new 
country. If you’re in the mood to surprise 
yourself, you have your stars to blame. Re-
member, your age is nothing more than a 
number. You are allowed to start over when 
your soul feels ready to.
Tip: Take a risk.
Gemini: Things are likely to get busier 
around here. We’re on the other side of retro-
grade season. In other words, you have about 
a month to achieve everything you set out to 

in 2019. Revisit that to-do list, Gemini. Get 
clarity on your goals and realign with your 
sacred purpose. No force in the world can 
come in your way when you befriend focus. 
What you want to avoid on the way to the 
finish line: taking any shortcuts. 
Tip: Let focus become your power word.
CAnCer: You are at a point in your jour-
ney when you find that things work out seam-
lessly. The right people show up for you when 
you need them to. Money and opportunities 
are aplenty too. You are making a vibrational 
shift from lack to abundance, Cancer. Contin-
ue to open yourself to the blessings. Continue 
to shine your light on those around. 
Tip: This a new chapter in your spiritual journey.
Leo: This is the week to take the self-love 
game up a notch. Halloween may have 
passed us by, but that doesn’t mean you can’t 
get witchy with your self-care regimen. Turn 
to your apothecary to make your own lotions 
and potions. The simple act of getting dressed 
in the morning as you dance to your favourite 
tunes can be just as sacred as meditating or 

visiting a place of worship.
Tip: Cultivate self-care rituals that raise your 
vibrations and make you fall in love with 
yourself every single day.
VirGo: You may find that the workplace 
is in a state of disarray when you enter this 
morning. Don’t succumb to the blame game. 
Instead, be the voice of reason. Remind the 
team why they’re here, what the end goal is, 
and how they can work together. Ultimately, 
it’s about finding solutions.
Tip: Be the voice of reason.
LibrA: Ease into the flow, Libra. Every-
thing is taking place in divine time. You are 
co-creating the life you were always meant 
to in collaboration with the mysterious forces 
up above. On the material plane, you are ex-
periencing a brand new level of security and 
stability, one that comes from making all the 
right choices. 
Tip: Ease into the flow.
sCorpio: Scorpio, you are stepping into 
your power as a leader, one who is not only 
living his or her highest potential, but is also 

inspiring those around to do the same. There’s 
a reason they are in awe of you! This chapter 
of your life requires a greater degree of cour-
age. If you don’t go after your dreams, who 
will? Remember to find a balance between 
your head and your heart as you go forth. 
There will be important choices to make. 
Tip: Shine your light on the world.
sAGiTTArius: What you resist, per-
sists. Take a look at what you’re avoiding, 
Sagittarius. Does the idea of coming home 
to yourself continue to make you uncom-
fortable? You have what it takes to face this 
challenge head on. Befriend your own com-
pany this week. Start a dialogue with yourself 
about the things that matter. 
Tip: Start a meaningful conversation with 
yourself.
CApriCorn: “Love first has to happen in 
the deepest core of your being. It is the qual-
ity of being alone, happily alone, joyously 
alone. It is the quality of being a no-mind, of 
being silent.” An Osho quote that promises 
to awaken you and change the way you re-

late with yourself and the world. If you’ve 
been looking for love in all the wrong places, 
come home to yourself.
Tip: Find that stream of love within.
AquArius: The worst is behind you, 
Aquarius. Trust that you have emerged from 
the dark night as a stronger, more resilient 
version of yourself. Things to look forward 
to: joy, laughter and togetherness. Quality 
time with the (soul) family takes precedence 
over everything else. For some, a landmark 
event such as an engagement, a wedding or 
an anniversary could be on the cards. 
Tip: Joy and laughter promise to be your con-
stants.
pisCes: There are two kinds of trouble-
makers, Pisces: people who smell like trou-
ble from a mile away, and those who lie, 
cheat and manipulate with the biggest smile 
on their face. Naivety has been a problem with 
you since the beginning of time. Today, you’re 
being asked to open your eyes to what has been 
going on in front of you for a while now. 
Tip: Safeguard your interests first.

‘avengers: endgame’ had an alternate ending that 
would’ve completely changed the future of the mcu

Scarlett Johansson admits she ‘mishandled’ 
the Rub & Tug casting controversy

um, prince harry and meghan markle have apparently 
taken a leave of absence from royal duties

It’s been a rather eventful week for the royal 
family, including Prince Charles and Camil-

la Parker Bowles’s New Zealand royal tour. 
It seems, however, that some shocking royal 
news has slipped under the radar amidst all 
that’s going on.

It all started when royal correspondent 
Rebecca English of the Daily Mail tweeted that 
Buckingham Palace announced that Queen 
Elizabeth will host a 
reception for “NATO 
leaders, spouses or 
partners, and dele-
gations to mark 70 
years of the NATO 
alliances.” English 
explained that the 
93-year-old queen, 
the 71-year-old 
Prince of Wales and 
72-year-old Duch-
ess of Cornwall are 
slated to attend the 
event and that Kate 
Middleton, Prince Edward, Princess Anne, the 
Duke and Duchess of Gloucester and Princess 
Alexandra will also help host. Wondering why 
three of our favorite royals, Prince William, 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, RSVPed 
“No” to the December 3 soiree?

According to English, the royal trio have 
their reasons for being absent from the party, 
which will be held in the Buckingham Palace 

state room. The 37-year-old Duke of Cam-
bridge will be out of town on a solo royal tour 
of Kuwait and Oman. Here’s the real shocker: 
English says that “The Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex have taken a leave of absence from 
royal duties.” Way to bury the lede.

Earlier this month, Buckingham Palace 
released a statement saying, “The Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex are looking forward to ex-

tended family time towards the end of this 
month. Having spent the last two Christmas-
es at Sandringham, [the couple] will spend 
the holiday this year, as a new family, with 
the Duchess’ mother Doria.” That means 
they’re likely going to be in Los Angeles for 
late November and December, but “a leave of 
absence from royal duties,” sounds more omi-
nous than a holiday break.

As thrilling as Avengers: Endgame 
might be for fans of the Marvel Cin-

ematic Universe and Marvel’s comics, 
it’s also highly emotional. Even before 
going to theaters, we knew the movie 
wouldn’t have a perfect hap-
py ending, and that someone 
would have to die to save ev-
eryone else. The Soul Stone 
sacrifice is just one example. 
Someone would have had to 
make that trade for the stone. 
And then we knew we’d see 
others die while fighting to 
beat Thanos. Anything is pos-
sible in the MCU, and it turns 
out that the cost was high 
in Endgame. We might not 
have foreseen Black Wid-
ow dying the way she did, 
though it was an amazing, 
heartbreaking end to her 
arc in the MCU. But Tony 
Stark had always been on 
our shortlist of characters 
who might perish after Avengers 4 — 
Steve Rogers was another, of course.

Ultimately, Tony died fulfilling his 
destiny. He saved the world from total 
annihilation, which was his worst night-
mare. As a result, we’re not going to see 
him in any new Avengers adventures 
down the road. But it turns out there 
was an alternate version of Endgame 
where he survived, and it would have 
changed everything coming in the fu-
ture in the MCU.

Since Disney+ launched, we got 
to see a bunch of deleted scenes that 
showed alternate versions of scenes 
from Avengers movies. One of the most 
interesting ones features Hulk and the 

Ancient One, who talk about a slightly 
different rule for MCU time travel, one 
that would have allowed Steve to go for 
that dance in the past of the main time-
line. A different scene involved Hulk and 

Natasha having a special moment right 
before Thanos killed everyone back in 
Infinity War. It would have been a great 
scene, showing us Bruce Banner’s trans-
formation into Smart Hulk, and a touch-
ing scene between Nat and this new ver-
sion of Bruce.

As for this latest discovery, the al-
ternate ending where Stark survives 
in Endgame was never even filmed. In-
stead, as WeGotThisCovered points out, 
it comes from the official Avengers: End-
game – The Art of the Movie book.

As you can see in the image above, 
we’re looking at a different version of 
the Endgame scene where Rogers goes 
back to the past to return all the Stones 

to their rightful places. Instead of hav-
ing Bruce, Bucky, and Sam see him off, 
it’s Stark who gets ready to send him 
back. And if you look carefully in the 
background, there’s a man on a bench in 

the distance. That’s probably old Steve 
waiting for the young version of him-
self to jump to the past. Still, the main 
takeaway from this art piece is that Tony 
survived in at least one version of the 
script, and maybe someone else died 
at the end of the massive battle against 
Thanos and his forces. Or perhaps this 
is is just artwork that prepares the au-
dience for a future episode of What If…? 
that presents this particular variation of 
Endgame’s conclusion.

Having Stark die at the end is a much 
better finale for Endgame, one that con-
firms yet again that the stakes were 
much higher than anything we’ve ever 
seen before in a superhero movie.

“I was not sensitive, my initial reaction to it,” she said.
Scarlett Johansson, the highest-paid actress in Hollywood 

these days, isn’t impervious to controversy, but the Black Wid-
ow movie star says she has grown on one issue in particular. 
Johansson admitted in a recent interview that, when it came 
to her casting as a trans man in the movie Rub & Tug, she 
didn’t handle the public feedback well.

“In hindsight, I mishandled that situation. I was not sensi-
tive, my initial reaction to it,” Johansson told Vanity 
Fair. To quickly summarize, news arrived in July 
2018 that Johansson would star as trans man 
Dante “Tex” Gill in Rub & Tug from director 
Rupert Sanders. The reports sparked out-
rage from the LGBTQ community, specif-
ically among trans actors who have long 
voiced their frustrations over represen-
tation in the industry. According to stars 
like Jen Richards (HBO’s Mrs. Fletcher) 
and Trace Lysette (Hustlers), trans actors 
still struggle to land roles in Hollywood, 
whereas cis, straight actors like Jeffrey Tam-
bor (Amazon’s Transparent), Felicity Huffman 
(Transamerica), and Jared Leto (Dallas Buyers 
Club) are not only cast in trans parts, but receive 
awards for playing them.

When Johansson’s initial statement on the matter was re-
leased, it only exacerbated the situation. “Tell them that they 
can be directed to Jeffrey Tambor, Jared Leto, and Felicity 
Huffman’s reps for comment,” she said through a rep.

“I wasn’t totally aware of how the trans community felt 
about those three actors playing — and how they felt in gen-
eral about cis actors playing — transgender people,” Johans-
son continued in her response to VF. “I wasn’t aware of that 
conversation — I was uneducated. So I learned a lot through 
that process. I misjudged that…. It was a hard time. It was like 
a whirlwind. I felt terribly about it. To feel like you’re kind of 
tone-deaf to something is not a good feeling.”

At the time, Johansson inevitably dropped out of the role 
and issued a much more thoughtful reply. She said, in part, 
“Our cultural understanding of transgender people continues 

to advance, and I’ve learned a lot from the community since 
making my first statement about my casting and realize it 
was insensitive. I have great admiration and love for the trans 
community and am grateful that the conversation regarding 
inclusivity in Hollywood continues.” But, the moment still 
seems to linger in our periphery.

Quotes from an interview she gave for As If magazine 
circulated earlier this year. She had said, as an actress, she 

“should be allowed to play any person, or any tree, or any 
animal because that is my job and the requirements 

of my job.” As old feelings began resurfacing, she 
told EW through a rep that those comments 

were “edited for click bait” and “widely taken 
out of context.”

Johansson faced a similar backlash from 
the public over 2017’s Ghost in the Shell, 
for which she played a character who’s Jap-
anese in the source material. This year, she 
was also criticized for her public support of 

director Woody Allen, including from Dylan 
Farrow, Allen’s adopted daughter who accused 

him of sexual abuse when she was a child. Allen 
has repeatedly denied Farrow’s claims.

Regarding Allen, Johansson told VF, “I do understand 
how that is triggering for some people. But just because I be-
lieve my friend does not mean that I don’t support women, 
believe women. I think you have to take it on a case-by-case 
basis. You can’t have this blanket statement — I don’t believe 
that. But that’s my personal belief. That’s how I feel.” Ultimate-
ly, she believes it would be more “productive” to continue the 
conversation “personally with the people involved and not 
through statements to Vanity Fair.“

Speaking generally about controversies around comments 
she’s made in the past, Johansson said, “I’m not a politician, 
and I can’t lie about the way I feel about things. I don’t have that. 
It’s just not a part of my personality. I don’t want to have to edit 
myself, or temper what I think or say. I can’t live that way. It’s just 
not me. And also I think that when you have that kind of integrity, 
it’s going to probably rub people, some people, the wrong way. 
And that’s kind of par for the course, I guess.”


