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CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!
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JAINCO, Metro Point; GOOD BOOKS, MG Marg

For trade and other enquiries, 
contact Lokta Books at loktabooks@gmail.com 
or call us at +91 891 860 6209;  +91 983 208 0753
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SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 28 A :

Social Justice, Empower-
ment & Welfare Depart-

ment, Government of Sikkim 
issued a noti ication on 27 
Aug including “Limbu, Subba, 
Tsong and Yakthungba” as 
Limboo in the list of Sched-
uled Tribes. 

This noti ication super-
sedes an earlier noti ication 

issued on 12 March 2008 that 
declared the inclusion of Lim-
boo and Tamang communities 
in the list of Scheduled Tribes.

Confusion surrounding 
“Limbu, Subba, Tsong and 
Yakthungba” as also of icial-
ly falling under the Limboo 
community is learnt to have 
been the reason behind this 
new noti ication.

The noti ication has been 

welcomed by Limbu-Tamang 
Voluntary Committee [LTVC] 
which has said that it has 
now become convenient for 
the Limbu community of the 
State to carry out of icial doc-
umentation works.

A press release issued 
by LTVC informs that it had 
raised the issue last year with 
the Chief Minister, Chief Sec-
retary and Additional Home 

Secretary. 
After a year of multiple 

follow-ups at SJE&W Depart-
ment, Home Department, Law 
Department and Additional 
Advocate General’s Of ice in 
High Court, LTVC has inally 
succeeded in compelling the 
State Government to issue this 
new noti ication for the wel-
fare of Limbu community of 
Sikkim, the release mentions.

The committee has dedi-
cated the noti ication to Lim-
bu litterateur, Late Chandra 
Mangyung, who brought to 
light the hardships faced by 
villagers for of icial docu-
mentation works as the term 
“Limbu” was not listed and 
recognised in the expression 
of “Limboo” in Sikkim.

“Now with issuance of 
this new noti ication, our 

innocent village Limbu com-
munity people will not face 
problems anymore and no 
more af idavits will be need-
ed from a lawyer for their of-
icial documentation works,” 

states LTVC in the release.
The committee has fur-

ther alleged former Limbu 
intellectuals of making a mis-
take by replacing the original 
word “Limbu” with “Limboo” 

owing to which the Limbu 
community had to go through 
harassment during of icial 
documentation process.

LTVC has extended 
gratitude to the SJE&W 
Department for their 
cooperation and has urged 
LT communities to keep 
supporting LTVC and its 
initiatives of raising issues 
pertaining to LT communities.

Term ‘Limbu’ of icially recognized as Limboo by State Govt

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha has alleged 
that SDF party functionaries threat-

ened and tried to attack an SKM mem-
ber at Chitray Gaon in Naya Bazaar, 
West Sikkim on 27 Aug. 

Addressing a press conference here 
today, SKM spokesperson, Jacob Khaling, 
informed that during an SDF door-to-
door campaign at Chitray Gaon, two SDF 
functionaries  - Shova Rai and Bishay 
Rai, threatened and tried to attack SKM 
member, Bhim Pal Prasad, when he re-
fused to place an SDF lag on his house. 

Following the same, Mr Prasad has 
iled a written complaint against the 

duo at Naya Bazaar Police Station.
Mr Khaling questioned whether the 

door-to-door campaign of the SDF was 
intended to intimidate the people.

“But now due to SKM party, peo-
ple have been daring to come out to 
ile FIRs against such acts of SDF. We 

strongly condemn the conduct of the 
ruling party and we cannot tolerate 
such acts of overt pressure,” he added.

Mr Khaling stated that this incident 
also shows that people have become 
aware and are ready to challenge such 
acts of the ruling party. 

He alleged that SDF had irst tried 
to disturb the SKM Jan Unmukti rally 
at Namchi Bazaar on 10 Aug and on 
the same night, SKM supporters were 
allegedly attacked at Daramdin in West 
Sikkim.

He also condemned all allegations 
of the ruling party made during a press 
conference on 27 Aug. 

While condemning the allegation 
of SDF party on SKM misleading the 
youth of Sikkim, Mr Khaling stated that 
SKM was instead guiding the youth and 
showing the right path to those who 
have been, suppressed and misled by 
the SDF Government for more than two 
decades.

He added that if SDF party had not 
misled the youths then they would have 
not approached SKM seeking direction.

“SDF has no capacity to see and ac-
cept new things happening in the State. 
The whole State witnessed a new di-
mension in politics and new enthusi-
asm on 10 Aug,” said Mr Khaling.

SKM publicity secretary, Ranjana 
Pradhan, contended that women in the 
SDF party have been con ined to car-
rying party lags and raising slogans, 
were not allowed to express them-
selves and were compelled to talk only 
about the vision and dream of the party 
president.

SKM general secretary, Bikash 
Basnet, stated that if the SKM had not 
gained momentum after 10 Aug [when 
its party president completed his pris-
on term] then SDF would not have 
started to work so rigorously.

Likewise, publicity secretary, 
Abhishek Sharma alleged the ruling 
party has been copying programmes of 
SKM party.

ABN Network 
to make 
comeback 
as ABN TV 
REBYNA RANA
G , 28 A :

The irst Nepali lan-
guage satellite tele-

vision channel, ABN Net-
work is all set to make a 
comeback as ABN TV on 
30 Aug. The channel had 
been shut down last year 
for its coverage of the 
Gorkhaland agitation.

On 22 July last year, 
West Bengal police raid-
ed and sealed ABN Net-
work’s corporate of ice 
and recording studio in 
Siliguri. The next day, the 
district magistrate of Jal-
paiguri, Rachna Bhagat 
had issued an order re-
straining the channel 
from broadcasting news 
programmes related to 
Darjeeling and Jalpaigu-
ri districts until 07 Aug. 
The order was extended 
inde initely on 08 Aug.

ABN TV’s chief oper-
ations of icer, Mahendra 
Thapa, in a press confer-
ence held here in the cap-
ital today informed about 
the launch of the channel 

REBYNA RANA
G , 28 A :

A team led by area 
MLA, Gnathang 

Machong constituen-
cy, Transport Minister 
DT Lepcha, along with 
Secretary, Land Reve-
nue Department, Relief 
Commissioner Tshegyal 
Tashi, Special Secretary, 
Tshewang Rinzing, Chair-
person, Commerce & 
Industries Department, 
Choppel Dzangpo Bhut-
ia, Sub Divisional Magis-
trate, Pakyong, TD Den-
zongpa, Sub Divisional 
Police Of icer, Pakyong, 
Karma Tshedup Bhut-
ia, Range Of icer, Kusal 
Gurung, Panchayats and 
other of icials visited 
the under construction 
Eklavya Model Residen-

tial School [EMRS] site 
today at Thekabung.

The team also in-
spected landslides that 
have occurred near 
EMRS and were informed 
about damage suffered 
by crop on the ields of 
Tashi Sherpa, Hari Sap-
kota, Durga Prasad Sap-
kota and HP Sapkota. 

After the inspection, 
the Relief Commissioner 
informed that compen-
sation for crop damage 
caused by the landslides 
will be released soon af-
ter completion of survey 
conducted by Pakyong 
Sub-Divisonal Land Rev-
enue of ice. 

Restoration works 
of the protection walls 
will also be done as per 
norms after the con-

cerned departmental en-
gineers prepare the esti-
mates, he added. 

The area MLA extend-
ed gratitude to the Land 
Revenue Secretary for 
surveying the damaged 
lands and crops of the 
villagers as well initiat-
ing the under construc-
tion EMRS at Thekabung.

“The area will be-
come more developed 
once the EMRS campus 
is completed and will be 
functional by Mar 2019. 
The Constituency has 
seen many developments 
for the past four years 
through the support of 
the general public,” said 
Mr Lepcha.

He further urged 
the villagers to carry 
out organic farming and 

homestay tourism on a 
large scale. He called for 
public participation for 
the overall development 
of the area.

The team also visit-
ed landslides at Pachey 
where the restoration 
works of the road is dis-
turbed due to regular 
low of slush from the 

landslides. An alternate 
road to Pakyong Bazaar 
was also discussed on 
the spot.

The of icials also vis-
ited the spot where the 
airport wall between Pa-
kyong Bazaar and Bhanu 
Turning has been dam-
aged. The team interact-
ed with the concerned 
contractor regarding res-
toration of the damaged 
airport wall and road.

Area MLA visits EMRS site at Thekabung,
inspects landslide affected areas

SKM alleges attack on supporter
by SDF functionaries

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Students of National Institute of Tech-
nology [NIT], Ravangla, have been 

on a peaceful protest since 25 July de-
manding a permanent campus for the 
institution, a demand they have been 
pursuing for a long time now.

A press release informs that the 
NIT-Sikkim Director has given an assur-
ance to get the issue resolved but the 
students, out of frustration of having 
received only assurances till date, have 
continued their protest. 

The aggrieved students have also 

Fed up with assurances,
NIT students remain irm on

campus demand protest

turn to pg02
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Daylong training cum 
demonstration pro-

gramme on preparation 
of organic manure was 
organised by Food Secu-
rity, Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture & Cash Crop De-
velopment Departments 
today here at Ranka Gram 
Prasashan Kendra in East 
Sikkim.

The programme spon-
sored by Ranka Gram Pan-
chayat Unit was chaired 
by Zilla Panchayat, Tirtha 

Bahadur Chettri, and 
around 50 farmers from 
all six Gram Panchayat 
Wards of the GPU availed 
the bene its.

Block In-charge [Ran-
ka], IPL Service Provider, 
Karma Dubo Bhutia, who 
was the chief resource per-
son, briefed the farmers on 
the bene its of using organ-
ic manure. He later demon-
strated construction of 
Azolla ponds in their ields 
while highlighting the ben-
e its of Azolla plants.

Mr. Bhutia also 

trained the farmers on 
preparation techniques of 
organic compost by using 
locally available grass and 
plants through Madhyam 
composting.

In his address, Zilla Pan-
chayat, Mr Chettri, urged 
the farmers to utilize the 
knowledge received from 
such training programmes 
and grow fully organic pro-
duce in the State.

Horticulture Devel-
opment Of icer, Ranka, 
Tshering Rapden Bhutia, 
assured full technical as 

well as physical support 
from the department.

GPU Panchayat pres-
ident, Govind Bhattarai, 
Agriculture Development 
Of icer, HN Sharma, Ward 
Panchayat members, Field 
Assistants, Amrita Rai, 
TB Kalikotey and HB Ka-
likotey also attended the 
programme conducted by 
Block Technology Manag-
er, Geeta Sharma.

Earlier, Ranka VLW, 
Sambedhna Pradhan, 
presented the welcome 
address.

Training on preparation of organic
manure held in Ranka

SDF door-to-
door outreach 
in Jorethang
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front carried out a 

door to door campaign at 
Ward No. 5 or Jorethang 
under Zoom-Salghari 
Constituency in the pres-
ence of Ward Councillor, 
Pinkey Shilal, and other 
party supporters. 

During the outreach 
programme, the list of 
grievances and demands 
of the public were collect-
ed which was followed 
by an online registration 
drive. The campaign is 
scheduled to conclude on 
29 Aug, a press release 
informs.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Three-day training programme on 
manually guided light weight farm 

equipment organized by All India Coor-
dinated Research Project on Ergonom-
ics & Safety in Agriculture [AICRP on 
ESA] under College of Agricultural En-
gineering and Post Harvest Technology 
Centre in Ranipool commenced today 
at Mangzing in South Sikkim, a press 
release informs.

Panchayat, Niya Mangzing, DL 
Chettri, attended the inaugural pro-
gramme as chief guest while Professor 
and Principal Investigator, ESA, Dr NS 

Chauhan, presided over the event.
Twenty-two farmers from the area are 

participating in the training which will in-
clude ield trainings and visits to different 
laboratories of CAEPHT, Ranipool.

Chief guest, Mr Chettri urged the 
farmers to learn the technical know-
how of farm equipment so that they can 
increase their productivity by using im-
proved light weight equipment.

Likewise, Dr Chauhan informed 
that the training programme has been 
planned to sensitize farmers of the re-
gion about introduction of ergonom-
ical-improved farm equipment in hill 
agriculture.

Light weight farm equipment
training at Mangzing

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR GREAT EVENING

 Draw No:3 DrawDate on:28/08/18
 1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 86B 81758
 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 81758 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
 08533 13853 23735 31630 32567
 63676 65073 92029 94431 95783
 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0236 2632 2808 3629 4772 5736 7969 8343 8695 9085
 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0976 1058 1897 3476 3931 4332 5851 6876 9614 9751
 5th Prize Rs.120/-
 0010 0041 0369 0495 0577 0663 0705 0819 0858 1197
 1199 1305 1323 1332 1408 1595 1914 1924 1973 2054
 2056 2069 2092 2116 2173 2302 2505 2593 2594 2768
 3225 3315 3354 3374 3436 3515 3746 3894 3935 4128
 4220 4287 4533 4549 4591 4600 4722 4741 4911 4915
 5137 5369 5562 5620 5765 5784 5893 5982 6039 6189
 6302 6331 6340 6353 6359 6387 6388 6580 6645 6682
 6717 6718 6749 6761 6869 6957 6994 7031 7097 7098
 7193 7362 7392 7588 7601 7773 8307 8422 8558 8608
 9025 9066 9252 9315 9361 9432 9527 9534 9963 9985
Issued by :
The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

as ABN TV.
The channel is owned 

by Arcko Broadcasting 
and Satellite Pvt Ltd and 
had been previously 
launched as ABN Net-
work in Oct 2016. The 
network however closed 
down owing to the 
Gorkhaland agitation in 
Jul 2017.

Mr Thapa said that 
ABN TV will present four 
news bulletins in Nepali 
language and three in 
English language daily 
along with programmes 
related to Nepali litera-
ture, Nepali music, pro-
iling of unsung heroes 

and events of the Nepali 
speaking community. 
These programmes will 
be in Nepali language, he 
added.

With its head of ice 
at Siliguri in West Ben-
gal, the channel has cor-
respondents in Sikkim, 
Darjeeling hills, North 
Bengal and Northeastern 
region.

The free-to-air chan-
nel is available to anyone 
who owns a dish satel-
lite at frequency 3925 
and symbol rate 28500. 
Consumers can claim the 
channel from their cable 
operators. 

“ABN TV will also 
be featured on Tata Sky 
and Airtel soon,” said Mr 
Thapa. He added that the 
feedback received by the 
channel till date through 
social media has been 
positive.

ABN Network 
to make...
contd from pg01

written to the Union Ministry of Human Resource De-
velopment and other government of icials but have 
received no response thus far.

The new academic session has been affected by 
the protest as the students have refused to attend 
classes. 

Students are now using the hashtags #NITWith-
outCampus #TheHomelessNIT #NotInRavangla 
#NoTwoCampus #NoMoreDelay to seek attention 
over social media.

“Eight years of compromise. Eight years without 
basic facilities. Eight years of struggle, eight years of 
negligence yet empty-handed. Time passes, batches 
come and go. The only thing remains is the suffering. 
But now students want permanent campus for the 
college,” the release states.

Similar attempts were made by senior students 
in the year 2012 which was followed by formation of 
a high level technical committee by MHRD to inspect 
the proposed site at Ravangla in South Sikkim.

The release informs that the committee has made 
it clear in their report that Ravangla was not it for 
establishing a technical institute like NIT. Land for the 
purpose of establishment of NIT College had been al-
located at Khamdong in East Sikkim which was grant-
ed a green signal by the committee formed by MHRD.

“Somehow, the co-operation of State Government 
was not adequate in transferring the land at Kham-
dong to NIT. Instead it declared establishing some 
other State-run college at the location and thus NIT 
students continued facing prolonged problems,” the 
release adds.

NIT Sikkim started functioning in Aug 2010 from a 
temporary campus at Ravangla, South Sikkim with 50 
students. Today, NIT Sikkim has grown from a family 
of 50 to 800 people and is still forced to operate from 
the same “poor” temporary campus at Ravangla.

“With the increase in the members of the family, 
the facilities have not grown proportionally. The tem-
porary campus and its bad location make the situa-

tion more miserable. Incessant rainfall causes road 
blockages and landslides all the time. There is no 
medical facility, good school, playground or any other 
institute nearby. Even a good market to meet the basic 
needs of students is unavailable.

Due to the inaccessible location, it is inconvenient 
for guest speakers, professors, and workshop trainers 
to reach the college campus. The training and place-
ment activities in the college are also badly affected. 
NIRF ranking is continuously getting poor. The travel 
time to campus is a nightmare for recruiters and em-
inent personalities. The laboratory tests and exper-
iments performed by students during the course do 
not get proper reading and results. Many costly lab-
oratory equipment have been defected due to fungus 
and moisture, semiconductor devices get defected too 
early.

Infrastructural development of the institute is 
challenging due to heavy and continuous rain. The 
roofs and walls of many hostels, classrooms and 
laboratory building have mold and mildew prob-
lems. The construction work costs twice-thrice due 
to poor connectivity and hilly terrain. Each year, the 
number of students is increasing but the institute 
has no place to accommodate them. Even private 
buildings are not available for the students in a small 
town of Ravangla.

Road blockage constantly affects the supply of 
necessary goods and emergency medical services. 
Even Faculty members do not want to stay here due 
to the adverse situation for themselves and their fam-
ily members. The new faculty members leave soon 
which has affected the academics of students badly,” 
the release informs.

Taking forward the aforementioned issues, the 
NIT students of Sikkim unit stay irm in their protest 
and have expressed that they will not back off unless 
a permanent campus with better location is provided 
for the institution.

“The time has come for a permanent solution, the 
Permanent Campus,” the release reads.

Fed up with assurances, NIT students remain
irm on campus demand protest

contd from pg01

Magnitude 5 
earthquake 
hits Hooghly
K , A  28 (PTI): 
An earthquake of moder-
ate intensity measuring 
5 on the Richter scale hit 
West Bengal’s Hooghly 
district this evening, the 
Meteorological Depart-
ment said. No damage 
to property or casualty 
was reported, the police 
said. The earthquake that 
occurred at 6.33 pm had 
its epicentre at a depth 
of 10 km in the Hooghly 
district, around 40 km 
from here, the Met De-
partment said. 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 28 A : 

Minister for Urban Development 
& Housing Department, NK 

Subba today said that all eight con-
stituencies in West Sikkim are with 
the ruling Sikkim Democratic Front. 

The Maneybong-Dentam MLA 
refuted and condemned all allega-
tions made by Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha president, PS Tamang [Go-
lay] during a programme held at 
Dentam on Monday. He stated that 
around 1500 SKM supporters from 
across the State had been brought 
to the programme to fake a show 
of strength in the district.

“How will SKM form the gov-
ernment with just 1500 support-
ers?” asked Mr Subba.

While condemning SKM’s al-
legations, he stated that lots of 
developmental works have taken 
place in the constituency and some 

are still under construction.
Mr Subba stated that it is easy 

for the opposition to make allega-
tions but transformation, devel-
opment and progress of Sikkim 
shows the work done by the SDF 
government.

Speaking on the SKM allegation 
that people of the constituency 
have been kept busy with football 
tournament, talent show and tour-
ist festival to distract them from 
the lack of development in Maney-
bong-Dentam, he said that Maney-
bong-Dentam is not Gangtok and 

the people need entertainment. 
“The people of the area are 

themselves coming up with these 
creative and productive activities 
and we are just facilitating their 
initiatives,” he stated. 

He added that tourism festivals 
and similar activities have devel-
oped tourism in the area and also 
increased the tourist in low in the 
area.

On claims of huge number of 
SDF workers joining SKM, he stat-
ed that SKM got around 2400 votes 
in the 2014 election and the same 
people have now become active. 

He further stated that car ral-
lies in the State will not help get 
Assembly seat reservation for 
Limboo and Tamang communities. 
SDF has been raising this issue at 
the right platforms and Limboo 
and Tamang will get their seats 
soon, he added.

Maneybong-Dentam MLA responds
to Golay’s allegations

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Mevedir organized Ward level farm-
ers’ trainings at Peghagaon Ward 

under Soreng GPU and Sipaigaon Ward 
under Dodak GPU in West Sikkim on 25 
Aug. In both the training programmes, 
Mevedir master trainers demonstrat-

ed the processes to prepare fermented 
plant extract [FPE] using locally avail-
able resources from the area such as  
Hatibar [Agave], Lyonia [Angeri], Dha-
tura [Dhokray], Artimisea [Titeypati], 
Eupatorium [Banmara], Zanthoxylum 
[Timbur], Bozo [Acorus] and Babari 
phool, a press release informs.

Ward level farmers’ training
in Soreng & Dodak
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Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

29 Aug
Temp: 26°C/18°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a thundershower.
Sunrise: 05:13 AM
Sunset: 6:00 PM

STATE CENTRAL LIBRARY
CULTURAL AFFAIRS & HERITAGE DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
MANAN KENDRA, DEVELOPMENT AREA,

GANGTOK – 737101, SIKKIM

PRESS RELEASE FOR GENERAL INFORMATION
It pursuance of Clause 14 under the “Guidelines for selection of books and re-
ceipt libraries in the State” of Chapter – V of the Information Manual of the Raja 
Rammohun Roy Library Foundation (RRRLF), Kolkata, the Cultural Aff airs & Her-
itage Department, Government of Sikkim is hereby pleased to release Press Note 
for general information of the interested Book Publishers/Distributors/ Dealers 
to submit the sample copies of their recently published books (within last three 
years) to the Librarian, State Central Library, Manan Bhawan, 2nd Floor, Devel-
opment Area, Gangtok for selection under the RRRLF scheme for the current 
fi nancial year 2018-19 till 15th September, 2018 by 3.45p.m. For further details 
may contact the undersigned.

Sd/-
Curator-cum-Convener

State Central Library/ State Library Committee
Cultural Aff airs & Heritage Department

Government of Sikkim
Gangtok.

R.O. No. 307/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 Contact No. 9564478055 (M)
dt. 27.8.2018  E-mail: sclgtk@yahoo.com

URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

No. 556/GOS/TP/UD&HD/2018     Date: 21/08/2018.
NOTIFICATION

In exercise of powers conferred by Section 17 of the Sikkim Allotment of House Sites 
and Construction of Building (Regulation and Control) Act, 1985 (Act No. 11 of 1985), 
read with regulation 26 of the Sikkim Building Construction Regulations, 1991, the State 
Government is hereby pleased to consider regularisation of unauthorised construction on 
both government allotted sites and private sites at a nominal rate of 50% of the existing 
regularisation fee within a window period of 60 working days.

All applications to this eff ect shall be submitted to the Chief Town Planner within 60 
working days from the date of issue of this notifi cation.

By Order
Sd/-

(L.B. CHHETRI) IAS
SECRETARY

URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

No. 557/GOS/TP/UD&HD/2018    Date: 21/08/2018.
NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (e) of section 7 of the Sikkim (Repeal 
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1985 (10 of 1985) and in supersession of the previous 
notifi cation number No: 340/GOS/UD&HD/2016 dated: 28/3/2016, the State Government 
is hereby pleased to revise the following Ground Rent with immediate eff ect, namely:-

SL.
NO.

BAZAAR GROUND RENT

1. Gangtok Rs.250/-per 100 Sft.
2. Deorali Rs.200/-per 100 Sft.
3. Tadong Rs.150/- per 100 Sft.
4. Singtam Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
5. Rangpo Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
6. Ranipool Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
7. Jorethang Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
8. Namchi Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
9. Gyalshing Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
10 Mangan Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
11 Naya Bazaar Rs.100/- per 100 Sft.
12 Others Bazaars Rs.25/- per 100 Sft.

Persons failing to deposit the ground rent within 31st March of a year shall be liable to 
pay 5% additional surcharge on the rent amount due.

By Order
Sd/- (L.B. CHHETRI) IAS

R.O. No. 312/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 28.8.2018  SECRETARY

ANTHYESTI KRIYA
The 13 days Antheyesti 
Kriya of Late Raju Ku-
mar Pradhan who left 
for his heavenly abode 
falls on 1st Septem-
ber 2018. All relatives, 
friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us 
is offering prayers for 

departed soul at Lower Arithang, near 
Snowlion Security Offi ce, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim. We also like to take this 
opportunity to express our gratitude to 
all those who stood by us during our 
time of bereavement.

Family members:
Mrs Phur Diki Sherpa (wife), Man-

zil Pradhan (son), Merina Prad-
han, Deepa Pradhan, Deepika 
Pradhan (daughters) Contact: 

9647875404, 8016053652.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A : 

A Pedestrian Foot Over 
Bridge constructed 

under AMRUT at Tadong 
Bazaar in East Sikkim was 
inaugurated by the Minis-
ter for Urban Development 
& Housing Department, 
NK Subba, this morning. 

This was a much-re-

quired foot over bridge 
mainly for the safety of 
students of Tadong Se-
nior Secondary School to 
cross the National High-
way. Several accidents 
had occurred in this area 
in the past involving stu-
dents crossing the Na-
tional Highway and has 
been a long pending de-

mand of the people of the 
area mainly for the safety 
of Tadong SSS students.

The over bridge was 
constructed at the cost 
of Rs 1.96 crore includ-
ing other allied works in 
the area. 

UDHD DE, Anil 
Chettri, informed that 
the project includes a 

20 meter span MS steel 
foot over bridge, around 
300 meters long jhora 
training and other allied 
works. He informed that 
the work of foot over 
ridge started in 2016 but 
due to land issues, the 
project took around two 
years to complete.

Meanwhile, he further 

informed that around 70% 
of the work on a similar 
foot over bridge for stu-
dents of Tashi Namgyal 
Academy in front of the 
school gate there has been 
completed and DPR for 
such a facility at Holy Cross 
School gate has also been 
prepared and examination 
of land was under process.

Foot over bridge for Tadong 
School inaugurated

N  D , A  28 (PTI): The 
Election Commission and the 
Centre were at loggerheads in the 
Supreme Court today on the as-
pect of judicial intervention to en-
sure decriminalisation of politics.

While the poll panel exhort-
ed a ive-judge constitution 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra to issue directions 
on issues such as disquali ica-
tion of lawmakers even before 
conviction, the Centre, through 
Attorney General K K Venugo-
pal, asked the court to keep off.

Senior advocate Meenakshi 
Arora, appearing for the poll 
panel, referred to the reports 
of the Election Commission 
and the Law Commission on 
decriminalisation of politics and 
said these were out way back 
in 1998 and 1999 respectively, 
but no action was taken by the 
government.

“It is very clear that political 
parties are ielding candidates 

with criminal antecedents and 
the court should pass directions,” 
the lawyer said, adding, “if Par-
liament is stonewalling this, then 
the court has to step in”.

The poll panel, in its report, 
had referred to section 8 of the 
Representation of the People 
Act and said it dealt with dis-
quali ication of lawmakers on 
conviction for certain offences.

“The Election Commission 
proposed in its set of proposals 
of 1998 and 2004 that Section 
8 of the Representation of the 
People Act should be amend-
ed to disqualify those persons 
from contesting election who 
are accused of an offence pun-
ishable by an imprisonment of 
5 years or more even when trial 
is pending, given that the Court 
has framed charges against the 
person,” the report of the poll 
panel had said.

It had said some safety mea-
sures may be devised to prevent 

misuse of the provision by the 
ruling party and suggested “a 
compromise where only cases 
led prior to six months before an 
election would lead to disquali-
ication of a candidate.”

The Law Commission, in its 
report, had suggested various 
measures including expeditious 
trials involving a sitting MP and 
MLA on a day-to-day basis with 
an outer limit of completing it 
within one year.

Arora exhorted the court to 
issue direction in the matter be-
sides asking Parliament to make 
the suitable law.

“We cannot comment on 
Parliament,” the bench said 
while reserving the verdict on 
the PILs iled by NGO ‘Public In-
terest Foundation’ and BJP lead-
er Ashwini Upadhyay.

On the other hand, Venugo-
pal opposed the observation of 
the bench that the poll panel can 
be asked to direct political par-

ties to ensure that tainted per-
sons do not contest elections on 
their ticket and symbols.

He said the judiciary should 
not venture into the legislative 
arena by creating a pre-condi-
tion which would adversely af-
fect the right to contest of the 
candidates.

“The intention of the Lord-
ships is laudable. But the ques-
tion is whether the court can do 
it. The answer is ‘no’,” the top 
law of icer said.

He was responding to the 
suggestion of the bench that the 
persons, facing criminal charges, 
would be free to contest, but 
they cannot do so on party tick-
et using party’s election symbol.

The top court is dealing with 
the question whether a legisla-
tor facing criminal trial can be 
disquali ied at the stage framing 
of charges in a case. Presently, 
lawmakers are barred at the 
time of conviction.

Decriminalisation of politics: EC, 
Centre at loggerheads in SC
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Central Dojo emerged 
as the team champion 

at the 16th State Karate 
Championship 2018 held 
on 25-26 Aug at Namchi 
Indoor Stadium in South 
Sikkim. 

The Central Dojo 
team led by coach Binam 
Gurung bagged 10 gold, 4 
silver and 3 bronze med-
als in the championship.

Dewakar Chettri 
bagged 3 gold medals, 
Maheem Rai bagged 2 
gold and 1 bronze, Aad-

itya Ohal won one gold, 
Budhiman Tamang 
bagged 2 gold and one 
silver medals, Anurodh 
Rai won 1 gold medal, 
Choike Tamang won 
1 silver medal, Rahul 
Choudhari bagged 1 
gold medal, Shrijal Rai 
won 1 gold medal, Saki-
ma Rai bagged 1 bronze 
medal, Parikshith Ohal 
wins 1 silver med-
al, Abinandan Thapa 
bagged 1 bronze medal 
and Urmila Karki won 
1 gold and 1 silver for 
Central Dojo.

Central Dojo
is State Karate 

Champion

Asiad TT: Indian 
men’s team settles 
for historic bronze 
after losing to 
South Korea
J , A  28 (PTI): The 
Indian table tennis men’s team 

settled for a historic bronze 
medal after going down 0-3 to 
South Korea in a lop-sided semi-
inal at the 18th Asian Games 

here today.
The team comprising G 

Sathiyan, Achanta Sharath Ka-
mal and A Amalraj couldn’t put 
up a ight against the mighty 
Koreans, who set up a summit 

clash against defending cham-
pions China in a repeat of 2014 
edition.

G Sathiyan, ranked 39, suf-
fered a 11-9 9-11 3-11 3-11 loss 
to Lee Sangsu in the opening 
game as India lagged 0-1.

The experienced Sharath Ka-
mal, word No 33, was then en-
trusted with the responsibility 

to bring India back in the game, 
but he went down 9-11, 9-11, 
11-6, 11-7, 8-11 after a valiant 
ight to Young Sik Jeoung in the 

second match, as South Korea 
led the tie 2-0.

In the deciding third game, 
Amalraj was beaten 5-11 7-11 
11-4 7-11 by 22-year-old Woo-
jin Jang as South Korea clinched 

the tie 3-0.
Sharath opened up 

with a good lead only 
to surrender midway as 
he led 7-4 and then let 
Jeoung level at 9-9 be-
fore allowing two easy 
points on Korean’s ser-
vice. In the second, too, 
the Indian led briefly 
but the Korean went 8-4 
up only to lose the ad-
vantage when Sharath 
made it 9-9. Yet again, 
Sharath failed to claim 
the two crucial points 
with serve on.

But Sharath did not 
give up and won the third 
and fourth games with 
utmost ease, as he led 
more than comfortably 
in both.

With the decider on, 
the Korean switched 
himself on to a cruise 
mode and beat Sharath 
with sheer speed.

Sharath did have his 
chance but he missed 
the return when he could 
have made it 7-8 to give 
a twist to the tale. But 
a few unforced errors 

made things easy for 
Jeoung.

A disappointed 
Sharath agreed that he 
missed the chance of lev-
elling the score.

“I should have taken 
the tie, but few mistakes 
at crucial junctures up-
set me really. Maybe, it 
(a win in the tie) would 
have give us a semblance 
of chance,” he said at the 
end of the match.

He, however, was 
happy with the way India 
played overall.

Jobless Manjit 
wins India’s irst 
gold in 800m 
since 1982 Asiad
J , A  28 (PTI): 
A jobless and unherald-
ed Manjit Singh scorched 
the track and upstaged 
pre-race favourite Jinson 
Johnson to win gold as 
India achieved a rare one-
two in men’s 800m at the 
Asian Games here today.

Never considered a 
medal contender, Man-
jit surprised one and all 
by pipping more fan-
cied Johnson to clinch 
the gold with a timing 
of 1:46.15s, which was 
.20s faster than the Asian 
Championship medallist 
from Kerala, who bagged 
the silver.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence. Mail us at: 
letters@summittimes.com

Playing Politics
The next Assembly elections

are not far away

The next Assembly election is barely nine months 
away. The gestation period has begun since that 

is not very deep in the future. Nine months, after all, 
provide barely enough days to smoothen disgruntle-
ment of ive years [for the ruling party] or lead time to 
recover eroded voter base of 25 years [for the Oppo-
sition parties]. 

Yes, the SKM rode a strong anti-incumbency ripple 
and a wave of aspirations for change in 2014, but the 
political space has been drastically rearranged since 
then and the Opposition has lost its rhythm even as 
it is currently exploring a range of issues to leverage. 
The party in of ice, in the meanwhile, has moved from 
shock over the 2014 close shave to the ennui of having 
been in government for a record number of years and 
is only now returning rather awkwardly to public out-
reach so necessary for elections. The Opposition, on 
the other hand, is yet to change its approach. Criticism 
of the government and the ruling party, after all, even if 
much more aggressive, scathing and convincing, is not 
enough at this advanced stage to translate into mean-
ingful votes because to make a serious play for things, 
it will have to expand its voter base beyond the already 
disaffected and disgruntled. That said, the ruling Front 
cannot afford to rest easy on its ive terms in of ice be-
cause it did receive a scare in the last elections and 
saw its vote-share shrink the moment an organized 
and concerted challenge was mounted. It does not en-
joy the luxury of going aggressive and belligerent like 
the Opposition because that would end up distracting 
voters from the achievements of the past 25 years and 
deliver Sikkim a stronger anti-incumbency factor. 

These confusions and con licts will make for an in-
teresting round of politicking which is already gath-
ering steam and “politics” has begun happening in 
Sikkim. Unfortunately, no ireworks were delivered 
during the panchayat election which did not see any 
committed Opposition mobilization and that was a 
wasted opportunity.

The mutual distrust between the ruling party and 
coalition of Opposition parties is well established and 
hardly surprising. As far as the voters are concerned, 
this requires no further reiteration. The criticisms and 
condemnations and denials and counter allegations 
that the two sides have remained obsessed with thus 
far were expected in the irst four years of the pres-
ent term as routine, predictable stances. For politics 
and the wooing of the voters, much more than press 
releases and press conferences are required. Maybe 
the voters don’t even expect it anymore, but would 
de initely be hoping that the level of political debate 
now improves at least a notch to become more about 
policies and visions. 

In Sikkim, politics traditionally picks up pace only 
when elections are a year away, and may be that is why 
there is too much clutter and deal-making instead of 
informed debates and sustained positions. Those 
with a stake in politics should now consider getting 
active much more in advance… but they didn’t. There 
is now no option left save the glass half-full approach. 
Here’s to hoping that from hereon at least, any party 
keen on making a contest of the next elections shares 
its plans for Sikkim if they were given a chance to run 
it for next ive years. Their plans for their “enemies”, 
okay “opponents” to keep things politically correct, 
will only please individuals who share their hatreds; 
elections however are not won by individual dislikes. 
To win votes, one needs to speak to the people, about 
issues that concern the people and offering solutions 
to problems beings faced by the people. For that, a vi-
sion is required, not targets. 

The focus here is on what the Opposition needs 
to do because the odds still do not favour it. It would 
be wise on their part to stop believing that a “silent 
wave” is in the making – too many others have made 
that mistake in the past for there to be the need for a 
repeat. Look at things from the voter’s perspective, the 
Opposition is not even offering new faces yet. The po-
litical debate thus has to improve into becoming one 
about contesting ideologies, different plans of actions, 
differing courses for the State. Then the voter might 
think there is a choice, otherwise even a keen contest 
will be too much to expect.

NISHA BELLINGER
theconversation.com

India is the most danger-
ous country for sexual 

violence against women, 
according to the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation 2018 
survey.

The survey, which mea-
sures sexual and non-sexu-
al violence, discrimination, 
cultural traditions, health 
care and human traf ick-
ing, has been criticized for 
re lecting more perception 
than data.

But India barely fares 
better in other studies that 
rank its treatment of wom-
en. It placed 131st of 152 countries in the George-
town Institute’s global ranking of women’s inclu-
sion and well-being.

India’s National Crime Records Bureau reported 
338,954 crimes against women – including 38,947 
rapes – in 2016, the most recent government data 
available. That’s up from 309,546 reported inci-
dents of violence against women in 2013.

High-pro ile attacks on Indian women have 
shocked this nation of 1.3 billion in recent years. 
The 2012 gang rape of a 23-year-old student in 
Delhi who died from her injuries caused public 
outrage. The incident helped spur an amendment 
to India’s criminal law, which broadened the de i-
nition of sexual crimes against women to include 
stalking, acid attacks and voyeurism.

This year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi issued 
an executive order allowing the death penalty as a 
punishment for people convicted of sexually as-
saulting a child under 12.

But stricter laws apparently did little to prevent 
34 girls from being tortured and raped at govern-
ment-funded shelters in India’s Bihar state earlier 
this year.

WOMEN’S REPRESENTATION IN INDIA
My research on diversity in government suggests 
that one of the reasons India has not been able to 
effectively address crimes against women is the 
lack of women in national political of ice.

That’s because, research shows, having women 
in government can lead to more and better laws 
that safeguard women’s well-being.

India’s population is 48 percent female. But 
women hold just under 12 percent of seats in the 
national legislature.

That falls well below the 30 percent “critical 
mass” that the United Nations Equal Opportunity 
Commission believes is necessary for women law-
makers to be in luential in policymaking.

Local governments in India actually have a 
quota system that ensures women hold one-third 
of seats in rural and city councils. But female rep-
resentation in India’s far more powerful national 
government remains comparable to countries like 
the Republic of Congo and Mauritius, where wom-
en hold about 11 percent of legislative seats. 

Rwanda, where 61 percent of legislators are fe-
male, has the most women in government of any na-
tion in the world, followed by Cuba, with 53 percent.

These are not necessarily the safest places in 
the world for women. According to the Georgetown 
Institute’s ranking of women’s well-being, Iceland, 
Norway, Switzerland, Slovenia and Spain are some 
of the safest – all countries where women hold over 
30 percent of legislative seats.

Political representation does not translate pre-
cisely, directly or immediately into physical securi-
ty for a given population. But it’s a start.

WOMEN HELP WOMEN
Research demonstrates that governments that in-
clude representatives from across society – that is, 
of different political parties, races, classes, genders, 
geographies and religions – produce better quality 
of life for citizens than less inclusive governments.

My latest book shows that countries with a vi-
brant political party system enable diverse groups 
to in luence decision-making. Because they are a 
product of deliberation and cooperation between 
politicians with divergent ideologies, policies for-
mulated in such societies are more likely to re lect 
the needs of diverse groups.

Scholarship likewise indicates that women 
in of ice may prioritize different kinds of policies 
than men – including those that address the needs 
of women and children.

In New Zealand, where women hold 38 percent 
of parliamentary seats and the prime minister is a 
woman, lawmakers recently guaranteed paid leave 
for victims of domestic violence. That gives victims 

time to relocate, protecting 
themselves and their chil-
dren from their abusers.

Women in the United 
States Congress have also 
proactively addressed sex-
ual harassment inside gov-
ernment.

In March, female sen-
ators from both parties – 
who make up 22 percent 
of the U.S. Senate – pushed 
Senate leadership to call 
a vote on legislation that 
would give legal represen-
tation to women who com-
plain of sexual harassment 
on Capitol Hill and reduce 
barriers to iling a formal 

complaint. The bill passed in May, and is current-
ly being reconciled with the House’s version of a 
similar bill.

And it was the late chief minister of India’s Tamil 
Nadu state, J. Jayalalithaa, who in 2010 announced 
a 13-point action plan for the state to better protect 
sexual violence survivors. Her provisions, which 
have since been partially implemented, included 
state-paid medical expenses after abuse, female in-
vestigating of icers and fast-track courts for sexual 
violence cases.

India’s 2013 national legislation on sexual vio-
lence ignores many of these victims’ rights issues, 
as the human rights organizations Human Rights 
Watch and Amnesty International have pointed out. 

GETTING WOMEN AT THE TABLE
India has contemplated the need for more women 
in public of ice.

In 2010, the upper house of its legislature voted 
on a bill that would have designated one-third of 
seats in national and state legislative assemblies 
for women. Then-Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
described it as a “historic step forward toward 
emancipation of Indian womanhood.”

But the lower house never voted on the bill. 
And though Prime Minister Modi has expressed 
support for a gender quota in Indian government, 
he has made little effort to work with parliament to 
get the legislation passed.

Putting Indian women in positions of political 
power won’t solve a longstanding, pervasive and en-
trenched social issue like violence against women.

But evidence suggests that an Indian govern-
ment with more women in it could better protect 
Indian women by passing comprehensive laws that 
defend women from abuse and help victims recover.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of Po-
litical Science, Boise State University]

India has a sexual assault problem
that only women can ix

JONATHAN EDEN
theconversation.com

The devastating loods in the Indian 
state of Kerala are a stark reminder 

of the vulnerability of the world’s most 
densely populated regions to weather 
and climate phenomena. In addition to 
the tragic loss of several hundred lives, 
widespread loods driven by unusually 
high and persistent monsoon rains have 
severely impacted the region’s fragile 
infrastructure and displaced more than 
a million people. Only in recent days has 
the Indian government been able to un-
derstand the full extent of an estimated 
US$3 billion worth of damage.

It is now typical that the aftermath 
of severe weather events is marked 
by questions about the role played 
by human-induced climate change. 
More precisely, scientists aim to pro-
vide a timely statement about the 
extent to which global warming has 
changed the likelihood of a certain 
weather-related hazard. The prac-
tice of attributing an event to climate 
change has become a regular activity 
and is being tackled with a growing 
number of methodologies.

Improvements in the computer 
models used to make climate 
predictions means that attri-
bution information can often 
be made available immedi-
ately after, and sometimes 
even during, the event. For in-
stance, reports declaring this 
summer’s heatwave across 
Northern Europe to be at least 
twice as likely as a result of cli-
mate change were circulated 
while many citizens continued 
to experience the scorching 
temperatures. Being able to 
communicate this information 
while the event is still irmly in 
the consciousness of the gen-

eral public is potentially very power-
ful in changing the opinions of those 
resistant to climate action

EFFECTS ON RAINFALL
News of the worsening situation in 
Kerala is an opportunity to consid-
er why understanding the effect of 
climate change is more dif icult for 
some events than for others. For 
example, the links between global 
warming and temperature extremes 
are reasonably well understood. It 
should come as little surprise that a 
warmer world will bring more severe 
summer heatwaves and more fre-
quent mild winters. When it comes 
to rainfall, however, things are a bit 
more complicated.

Unlike temperature, rainfall var-
ies hugely in space and time. Even the 
most sophisticated climate models 
struggle to simulate physical process-
es such as convection and evapora-
tion that drive rainfall activity. On top 
of that, global warming is not expect-
ed to change the frequency and inten-
sity of rainfall extremes in the same 
way in all parts of the world.

On a global scale, an increase in 
the most severe rainfall events is 

anticipated given the atmosphere’s 
capacity to hold around 7% more 
water per °C rise in temperature, as 
described by the Clausius–Clapey-
ron relation. But when we get to the 
regional scale, this relationship be-
comes somewhat distorted by the 
response of rainfall to meteorological 
phenomena such as tropical cyclones, 
thunderstorms and, in the case of the 
Kerala event, monsoons.

So, how should an extreme rain-
fall event be de ined? By the amount 
of rain that fell or by the weather pat-
terns that caused it?

The choice to focus solely on the 
rainfall itself is particularly relevant 
for looding events. Though accusa-
tions of poor decision-making and 
mismanagement of water resources 
are beginning to appear in the Kera-
la aftermath, the loods simply would 
not have occurred without a signi i-
cant amount of rain. Few of those suf-
fering lost homes and livelihoods are 
likely to care much about where the 
rain came from or the intricacies of 
the weather conditions that led to it.

But to understand as much as pos-
sible we must consider the individual 

responses of weather phenomena to a 
changing climate. Different approach-
es tackle the problem in different ways 
– and may produce con licting results. 
Even in the absence of a signi icant 
trend in the highest rainfall totals, a 
climate change signature may still ex-
ist in the form of rising temperatures 
in the oceans where the moisture that 
fed the rainfall originated.

Disentangling these contributory 
factors takes time. In comparison to 
droughts and heatwaves, short-term 
hazards such as loods do not usually 
give us much chance to report con-
crete indings while the media and 
general public are still engaged in the 
event. In-depth studies may not pub-
lish their results for many months, 
sometimes even years after the event 
in question.

Many of these issues are not ex-
clusive to extreme rainfall. The excel-
lent US National Academies report 
on Attribution of Extreme Weath-
er Events in the Context of Climate 
Change describes the shortcomings 
in our efforts to attribute a variety of 
extremes. But for rainfall in particu-
lar there is a discrepancy between 

what we understand about 
the general effect of global 
warming and our rather less-
er ability to quantify the cli-
mate change ingerprint on 
speci ic events.

While this is a cause for 
concern, the opportunity for 
improvement should be the 
focus of our attempts to make 
attribution a more effective 
vehicle for communicating 
climate risk.

[the writer is  Research 
Fellow in Climate Variabili-

ty and Hydrological Change, 
Coventry University]

Why it’s so hard to detect the ingerprints 
of global warming on monsoon rains
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STATE PROJECT OFFICE 
SAMAGRA SHIKSHA

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

TASHILING – 737103, GANGTOK.
REF NO: 003/GOS/HRDD/SS/2018         DATED: 25.8.2018

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Samagra Shiksha, Human Resource Development Department, Gov-

ernment of Sikkim invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from qualifi ed and 
reputed Firm/Private/Public Limited Companies for Learning Enhancement 
Programme in Government Schools in Sikkim.

For more information and details on EOI www.sikkimhrdd.org may be 
visited.

Sd/-
JOINT DIRECTOR

SAMAGRA SHIKSHA
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

GOVT. OF SIKKIM, GANGTOK.
R.O. No. 311/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 28.8.2018

LOST:
I, Ashish Kumar Gupta 
residence of Dikchu 
Bazaar, East Sikkim 
has lost mu Class X 
Marksheet & Migra-
tion Certifi cate vide 
Roll No 3143781 of 
CBSE 2011 and Class 
XII Marksheet, Mi-
gration Certifi cate & 
Pass Certifi cate vide 
Roll No 3638156 of 
CBSE 2013 in original 
while travelling from 
Siliguri to Dikchu on 
02.07.2018. My GD 
no is 24/DOP/2018 
dt. 3.7.2018 at Dik-
chu Police Station. 
If found contact: 
9647870101.

Only 
pedestrians, 
cycle 
rickshaws and 
e-rickshaws 
to be allowed 
in Chandni 
Chowk
N  D , A  28 
(PTI): Chandni Chowk 
would soon become the 
irst locality in the na-

tional capital where only 
pedestrians, cycle rick-
shaws and e-rickshaws 
will be allowed between 
9 am and 9 pm every day, 
according to an of icial.

The decision has 
been taken at a recent 
governing body meet-
ing of the Uni ied Traf ic 
and Transportation In-
frastructure (Planning 
and Engineering) Centre 
(UTTIPEC).

The governing body 
UTTIPEC has approved 
the proposal for pedes-
trianisation of Chandni 
Chowk, the of icial said

However, the time-
line for the implemen-
tation of the move is yet 
to be decided as minutes 
of the meeting have not 
come yet, he said.

It would be the irst 
locality in the national 
capital where motorised 
vehicles will be banned 
and only pedestrians, cy-
cle rickshaws and e-rick-
shaws will be allowed 
between 9 am and 9 pm 
every day, according to 
the of icial.

K /B , A  27 (PTI): 
The West Bengal CID today issued a 
public notice advising people to con-
tact the police or the agency in case 
they receive invitation to play the 
Momo Challenge game.

The notice in CID’s Twitter han-
dle came in the wake of growing 
number of reports about people in 
receiving invitation from unknown 
numbers to play the lethal game.

Describing the Momo Challenge 
as “a new killer game on social me-
dia”, the CID advised parents not to 
allow their children to play this on-
line game.

“Please make your children/ward 
aware not to play this game. Any in-
formation/activity about this game 
could be shared with local police or 
CID West Bengal,” the notice said.

So far Momo Challenge has 

claimed two lives in the state. Man-
ish Sarki (18) of Kurseong in Dar-
jeeling district hanged himself on 
August 20 while Aditi Goyal (26), 
also from Kurseong, committed sui-

cide the next day.
On August 21, Jalpaiguri resident 

Kabita Rai received an invitation to 
play the game following which she 
had lodged a police complaint, a po-

lice of icial said. A college student 
from the same district was detained 
in connection with the complaint.

Meanwhile, a businessman of 
East Burdwan district Partha Biswas 
today lodged a police complaint af-
ter receiving an invitation to play the 
Momo game, a Burdwan report said.

Biswas, a resident of Memari po-
lice station area, had received two 
messages on his phone on Saturday 
evening inviting him to play the game.

The businessman blocked the 
number and reported the matter to 
the district police’s cyber cell.

The cyber cell in-charge Addi-
tional SP (HQ) Priyabrata Roy, who 
is in-charge of the cyber cell, said, 
“Investigations are on in the case. 
We are also probing if that message 
came from someone he knows.”

Earlier, an IT professional from 

the city received a similar invitation 
last Thursday following which she 
approached to the Kolkata Police 
Cyber Cell. Complaints of people re-
ceiving such invitations to play the 
game is rising in the metropolis, a 
CID of icial told PTI.

“People receiving such invita-
tions on their WhatsApp number is 
pouring. We are advising them not 
to open the link and junk them. The 
directive will help them dealing with 
this lethal game,” the IPS of icer said.

The state administration has 
asked educational institutes to keep 
a tab on the behavioural pattern of 
students as well as alerted police 
stations in the districts to deal with 
this threat. After last year’s after 
Blue Whale Challenge, the “Momo 
Challenge”, an online game, has 
made headway in several countries.

WB CID public notice on Momo game, Burdwan
bizman get invitation  to play

N  (M -
), A  28 

(PTI): Residents of 
Nongtrai village in 
Meghalaya’s East 
Khasi Hills district, 
have planted a sap-
ling in keeping with 
the “one citizen one 
tree” initiative of 
state Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma.

About 300 saplings, 
each tagged with the 
name of the head of each 
of the family here, were 
planted in the commu-
nity forest here and the 
proper growth of a plant 
is the responsibility of 
the owner.

The plantation drive 
at the village was an ini-
tiative of a major cement 
company as part of its 
CSR activities and an-
other 700 saplings were 
planted by the of icials of 
the company.

“This is the irst time 
that I have planted a 

tree and taken a pledge 
to take care of it. I hope 
it grows big someday 
and I will be proud of it,” 
Sona Lyngdoh, an elder-
ly woman in the village, 
told PTI.

Although the village 
has many trees, the vil-
lagers have taken special 
interest in the Khasi Man-
darin species of oranges 
and the people had plant-
ed about 25,000 saplings 
of it four years ago. The 
trees are expected to be 
laden with fruits in about 
2 to 3 years, she said.

Some of the exotic va-
rieties of teak and other 
trees were also planted 

along the roadside 
of the village to 
make it more vi-
brant and welcom-
ing.

Another village 
elder O Galong said 
the initiative is wel-
come as it involves 
responsibility.

When one un-
dertakes a tour at the 
village, guava and other 
fruit trees are seen be-
side almost every house.

A forest department 
of icial said the “one cit-
izen one tree” was of i-
cially launched by the 
chief minister on June 5.

The cement company, 
Lafarge Umiam Mining 
Private Limited’ opera-
tions director N Sharma 
said the initiative was 
undertaken to further 
reduce the carbon foot-
prints at the village in line 
with the irm’s 2030 sus-
tainable goals to protect 
and enhance biodiversity.

Each resident of Meghalaya 
village plants one sapling

I , A  28 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
Re-Organisation of Dis-
tricts (Amendment) Bill 
2018 for the creation of 
three new districts was 
introduced in the state 
Assembly today.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein introduced 
the bill in the Assembly 
to pave the way for cre-
ation of new districts 
of Pakke-Kessang, Lepa 
Rada and Shi Yomi in the 
state.

The Pakke-Kessang 
district will be carved out 
of East Kameng district 
with ive administrative 
units namely Pakke-Kes-
sangn, Seijosa, Pijiriang, 
Passa Valley and Diss-
ingn Passo with district 
headquarters at Lemmi.

The Lepa Rada dis-
trict would be created 
by bifurcating the Lower 
Siang district with head-
quarters at Basar.

The district would 
have four administrative 
units Tirbin, Basar, Dar-
ing and Sago.

The Shi-Yomi district 
would be created by bi-
furcating the West Siang 
district with its head-
quarters at Tato.

The district would 
have four administrative 
units namely Mechuka, 
Tato, Pidi and Manigong.

Arunachal Pradesh at 
present has 22 districts.

The deputy chief min-
ister also introduced the 
Indian Stamp Act, 1899 
(Act no 2 of 1899) to en-
able entrepreneurs to 
have a better credit posi-
tion at their disposal by 
enabling them to secure 
loans through mortgage 
without compromising 
on their inancial stability 
by reducing stamp duty 
for mortgage from three 
per cent to one per cent.

The third bill intro-
duced in the Assembly by 
Mein was the Arunachal 
Pradesh Staff Selection 
Board Bill 2018.

The Bill would em-
power the state govern-
ment to constitute the 
Arunachal Pradesh Staff 
Selection Board to con-
duct exams and select 
candidates for appoint-
ment to the subordinate 
services/Group C posts 
in the government de-
partments, organisations 
and autonomous bodies 
established and consti-
tuted by the government.

Kolkata, Aug 28 (PTI): 
The two-day mass casu-
al leave on September 
4 and 5 called by the 
United Forum of Re-
serve Bank Of icers and 
Employees (UFRBOE) is 
likely to paralyse opera-
tions of the central bank 
and other major lenders 
across the country.

“UFRBOE has called 
the mass casual leave on 
September 4 and 5 which 
will be participated by all 
of icers, paralysing the 
central bank’s functions 
for two days,” UFRBOE 
member and All India 
Reserve Bank Employees 
Association General Sec-
retary Samir Ghosh told 
reporters here.

The main demands of 
the forum are providing 
an option to contributo-

ry provident fund (CPF) 
retainers to switch over 
to pension scheme, and 
grant of additional prov-
ident fund (APF) to those 
recruited in the bank 
from 2012.

“In October 2017, 
RBI Governor Urjit Pa-
tel formally wrote to the 
government, quoting ex-
tensively from the Parlia-
mentary Committee re-
port, that RBI would like 
to improve pension and 
provide option, which 
the government most un-
ceremoniously declined,” 
a UFRBOE release added.

RBI employees’ 2-day 
mass leave to paralyse 

banking operations

Bill to create 3
new districts in Arunachal

introduced 

A , A  28 
(PTI): An obscure colo-
ny in the remote South 
Narayanpura village near 
India-Bangladesh bor-
der is the new address 
of 39-year-old Minati 
Das, who along with her 
family was forced to lee 
home during the three-
decade-long insurgency 
in Tripura.

Das, along with thou-
sands other displaced 
families in West Tripura, 
had since been living in 

makeshift slums, working 
as maids and daily wa-
gers to make ends meet.

In a relief that came 
after thirty years, the 
BJP-led state govern-
ment recently handed 
over land pattas (deeds) 
to 235 families in West 
Tripura and Sipahijala 
districts.

Of them, 55 fami-
lies have received their 
deeds earlier this month 
for settlement at South 
Narayanpur village.

“This is my shelter 
now. I am happy with 
1296 sq ft area allotted 
by the government. At 
least, I have a place to 
stay,” Das said.

Tripura witnessed 
its worst ethnic riot be-
tween the tribal and the 
non-tribal communities 
in the 1980s, killing over 
6000 people.

Sajal Poddar, the sec-
retary of ‘Paschim zila 
and Sipahijaala Udbastu 
Unnayan Committee’ (or-

ganisation for the well-
being of the homeless), 
however, claimed that 
only a small percentage 
of the total number of 
families displaced during 
the insurgency and eth-
nic riots has received the 
pattas.

The committee that 
had been ighting for the 
rights of the homeless 
people over the past 18 
years demanded a plot 
and Rs 5 lakh for every 
family.

Wait over, insurgency-hit families
in Tripura ind new homes
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SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION

OLD TOURISM COMPLEX, MG 
MARG, GANGTOK – 737101

FAX: 03592-207572
Email: spsc-skm@nic.in

website: www.spscskm.gov.in
Reference No: 49/EXAM/SPSC/2018

Date: 27/08/2018
NOTICE

On the basis of the marks obtained in 
the Written Examination and Viva-Voce/
Interview as Advertisement vide no: 05/
SPSC/EXAM/2018 dated: 02/04/2018 
for recruitment to the post of Staff  Nurse 
under Health Care, Human Services 
and Family Welfare Department, 
Government of Sikkim, through Direct 
Recruitment, the candidates bearing 
the following Roll Numbers are hereby 
declared qualifi ed in order of merit 
and the names are recommended for 
appointment.

ROLL
NO.

CANDIDATE’S NAME

18 CHANDRA LEKHA PRADHAN
182 DAWA LHAMU SHENGA
574 BINITA SHARMA
179 PASSANG DOMA BHUTIA
83 SMRITI MOKTAN

554 SITA GIRI
456 BINITA PRADHAN
374 KRITIKA RAI
159 KARMA DOMA SHENGA
765 HISSEY LANZUM BHUTIA
746 PHUNTSOK DOLMA
809 BHAWANA POUDYAL
763 MINGMA YANGZEE SHERPA
708 PRIYANKA SHARMA
567 RAVINA CHHETRI
237 KESANG CHODEN BHUTIA
761 NORPANDI LEPCHA

3 KESSANG TAMANG
502 JAYATA GURUNG
236 SONGMITH LEPCHA
465 PRASHUN CHETTRI BISTA
372 ZULEKHA BHATTARAI
262 PRITIKA PRADHAN
783 SONAM YANGCHEN BHUTIA
644 RANJANA SHARMA
861 BINITA LIMBOO
485 ARPANA BASNETT
699 SURAKCHA SHARMA
779 KUNZANG CHODEN SHERPA

422 MONA GURUNG
388 BIMLA GURUNG
448 PRIYANKA TAMANG
258 RENUKA DHAKAL
764 RIZANG LEPCHA
40 NIRMALA DAHAL
57 CHEMI DENKA BHUTIA

727 PHUR JANGMOO SHERPA
507 MARINA GURUNG
400 RANJANA RAJALIM
486 MANISHA PRADHAN
817 ALISHA CHETTRI
156 BENITA SUBBA
451 RAJANI SHARMA
487 BANIRA PRADHAN
212 SONAMKIT LEPCHA
637 SARDA SHRESTHA
490 TANCHOK HANGMA SUBBA
198 SONAM DOMA BHUTIA
304 ANAMIKA CHETTRI
750 KIMU LEPCHA
552 GLORIA RAI
90 JANGMU HUTIA

822 PRIMA THATAL
769 RINZING CHODEN LEPCHA
176 TSHERING LHAMU BHUTIA
227 GORMIT LEPCHA
42 PRAMILA CHHETRI

537 PERILA RAI
166 TASHI LHAMU BHUTIA
29 RAJANI GURUNG
93 YANGCHEN DOMA BHUTIA

754 DIKI CHODEN BHUTIA
192 KALZANG DOMA BHUTIA
849 MANISHA SUBBA
261 NEELAM CHETTRI
349 KRITIKA SHARMA
34 KARUNA BASNETT

674 RIYA SHARMA
652 ARCHANA SHARMA
543 KARISHMA RAI
213 SONGMIT LEPCHA
549 KUSUM CHETTRI
67 TASHI YANGZUM BHUTIA

659 BHUMIKA SHARMA
44 PRAMILA THAPA

387 LAXMI GURUNG
724 NIMA YANGCHEN BHUTIA
302 RADHIKA PRADHAN
745 TASHI PHUTI BHUTIA
133 ONGKILA SHERPA
729 DORJEE ONGMU BHUTIA
677 NIRMALA CHETTRI
506 JYOTSHNA RAI
430 AMRITA GURUNG
222 KESSANG CHODEN BHUTIA
433 PRATIVA RAI
794 PEMA CHOKY LEPCHA
820 ANUSHA PRADHAN
558 NAVINA THAPA
343 MONA BASNET

89 ANJU TAMANG
154 ANITA SUBBA
718 DAWA DOMA BHUTIA
188 ALINA LEPCHA
24 PADEN ONGMU SHERPA
45 SRIJANA SHARMA

744 DECHEN WANGMU BHUTIA
570 KRITANA CHETTRI
383 SHAJEENA KIRAT RAI
710 DURGA DEVI SHARMA
672 JANUKA CHETTRI
768 PASSANGKIT LEPCHA
725 DORJEE UDEN LEPCHA
358 JANUKA DHAKAL
676 LEELA DEVI SHARMA
161 SONAM PADEN BHUTIA
601 PASSANG KEEPA BHUTIA

7 RASHMITA SUBBA
130 KESSANG DOMA BHUTIA
719 DECHEN DOMA BHUTIA
692 SABINA SHARMA
687 ANAMIKA SHARMA
186 UGEN LHAMU LEPCHA
246 RANJEETA GHATANEY
20 PRANITA RAI

730 CHEWANG DOMA BHUTIA
263 ARATI KHANAL
688 SUSHILA SHARMA
68 ANZEELA BHUTIA

766 DAWKEE LEPCHA
784 DICHEN PEMA SHERPA
158 ZANGMU BHUTIA
345 SUJATA KHAREL
273 SRIJANA BASNETT
409 ANUSHA MANGER
503 PUJA GURUNG
65 PEMA UDEN BHUTIA

228 TSHERING DOMA BHUTIA
804 INDIRA KHANAL
244 PRANITA BARAILY
128 ANU TAMANG
306 PRAMILA CHHETRI
726 TENZING TSELHA BHUTIA
720 PEMA BHUTIA
164 PASSANG LHAMU BHUTIA
362 RADHA KHATRI
62 SONAM DOMA BHUTIA

606 HELINA TAMANG
148 PHUL MATI SUBBA
204 DAWA LHAKI BHUTIA
232 SANGAY DIKI SHERPA
169 KESSANG DOMA LEPCHA
488 DAWA LADEN SHERPA
174 MEGDOLINE LEPCHA
753 PREMIT LEPCHA
165 ANJALI BHUTIA
181 ADENMIT LEPCHA
300 SUJA CHETTRI
146 KESANG TSHERING CHODEN 

LEPCHA
350 BISHNU KUMARA CHETTRI

790 LASSANG WONGMU BHUTIA
663 SREEJANA SHARMA
270 YASODA GIRI
39 SAMITA BASNETT

385 SARINA RAI
151 KANCHAN TAMANG
266 PRATIKABYA CHHETRI
647 PRANU DAHAL
716 ASHIKA PRADHAN
81 SARITA TAMANG

821 ISHA DAS
407 KARISHMA GURUNG
808 MAMTA PRADHAN
191 CHUMSANG LEPCHA
417 SAVINA MANGER
539 TRISHNA RAI
405 ANJULEE GURUNG
664 INDIRA GIRI
858 YOURIKA TAMANG
512 RUBI RAI
438 RIMA GURUNG
271 ANUSHA CHETTRI
283 NITU CHETTRI
368 KRITIKA PRADHAN
301 SRIJANA PRADHAN
344 JUNA SHARMA
562 KRISHNA GURUNG
31 TANUJA GURUNG

421 KABITA RAI
484 YOG MAYA KHARKA
707 AMBALIKA SHARMA
819 MANISHA SHARMA
75 SUNITA SUBBA LIMBOO
21 RUBINA GURUNG

530 DEEPA RAI
472 SUSMA SHARMA
419 PRAMILA GURUNG
582 EDEN DOMA LEPCHA
561 SUJATA RAI
274 RUJA RAI
91 SHRISTI RAI
116 SANJUTA SUBBA
111 SANGEETA TAMANG
11 SEENA TAMANG

772 SONAMMIT LEPCHA
598 USHA TAMANG
519 PRIMA DONNA GURUNG
382 PRIYA RAI
501 JECIKA GURUNG
56 LAKMIT LEPCHA

145 SABITRI SUBBA
576 NITA SUBBA
528 LEENA RAI
625 MANITA SUBBA
303 SABINA RAI
112 TAPKANA MAYA TAMANG
732 SONAM KIKI LEPCHA
833 OLIVA ANGELLINA LEPCHA
123 ALASKA YONZONE
184 MALIMIT LEPCHA
542 ADLEN RAI

138 ANJU SUBBA
508 UPASANA RAI
511 YOGESH GURUNG
55 SONAM PHUTIK LACHUNGPA

445 ANGELINA LEPCHA
796 SONAMIT LEPCHA
526 PRATIMA RAI
611 SONEY TAMANG
436 PRERNA BHUJEL
614 DEEPA TAMANG
117 SAMIKLA SUBBA
590 SUNOLMIT LEPCHA
394 SUSMITA GURUNG
168 NEELAMITH LEPCHA
141 PRATIMA TAMANG
592 DICKYI DOLMA
334 MARISA RAI
855 MEENA SUBBA
220 CHUKIT LEPCHA
517 BHAWANA RAI
153 ANJANA SUBBA LIMBOO
432 SANGITA RAI
610 BHIMA SUBBA
410 PRANITA GURUNG
500 PRATIBHA RAI
591 JONIA LIMBOO
391 SUMINA GURUNG
281 SUMITRA PRADHAN
420 SABNAM GURUNG
442 MEENA DEVI GURUNG
531 AGNES RAI
521 LEENA RAI
852 NIMA DOMA TAMANG
826 PRATIMA NAWBAG
53 SAPNA LAMICHANEY

825 BINITA SEWA
38 BINITA CHHETRI

253 ARPANA DARNAL
70 CHIMI EDEN LEPCHA

859 SUNITA LIMBOO
252 MENUKA SUNDAS
240 BUDDHA LOHAR
54 URVASI DARNAL

823 SITA GHATANI
496 PRIMULA BISWAKARMA
827 MAMTA RASAILY
249 BUNU LOHAR
832 KUMARI DARJEE
248 TARA PANCHKOTI
245 JOSHNA SEWA

The candidature of the candidates 
as shown in the list is provisional, sub-
ject to the police verifi cation, medical fi t-
ness and verifi cation of all required doc-
uments by the State Government.

Sd/-
(BIMLA RAI. SMT)

CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS
SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE 

COMMISSION.
R.O. No. 314/IPR/PUB/CLASSI./18-19 Dt. 28.8.2018 

J , A  28 (PTI): 
Olympic medallist PV 
Sindhu yet again inished 
second-best in a major i-
nal but grabbed a histor-
ic individual silver medal 
at the Asian Games after 
losing the women’s sin-
gles title clash to world 
number one Tai Tzu-Ying 
here today.

No Indian had ever 
reached the inal of 
a singles event at the 
Asian Games before the 
23-year-old from Hyder-
abad, who lost 13-21 16-
21 to Chinese Taipei’s Tai 
in just 34 minutes.

It is the irst time 
that India has won two 
individual medals at 
the Asian Games with 
Saina Nehwal clinching a 
bronze earlier. Saina was 
also conquered by Tai in 
the semi inals.

It was Sindhu’s third 
defeat in a big inal this 

year, having lost the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth 
Games title clash to Saina 
Nehwal and the World 
Championship summit 
clash to Spain’s Carolina 
Marin.

The Rio Olympic silver 
medallist had also lost the 
inals at India Open (to 

Beiwen Zhang) and Thai-
land Open (to Nozomi 
Okuhara) this year.

Having lost previ-
ous ive encounters to 
Tai, world number three 
Sindhu needed to punch 
above her weight to tack-
le the Chinese Taipei ace.

Tai was in complete 
control from the begin-
ning, taking the irst ive 
points of the match, with 
her trademark sharp re-
turns.

Sindhu had no option 
but to attack. She returned 
harder to reduce the de i-
cit to 4-6 but Tai consis-

tently outsmarted Sindhu, 
using the deft drop shots 
very effectively.

The Taipei player was 
deceptive in her strokes 
and pulled away with a 
17-10 lead.

She would change 
the angle and direction 
of the stroke very easi-
ly, making it dif icult for 
Sindhu to anticipate and 
ind appropriate returns. 

The irst game was over 
in just 16 minutes.

To negate Tai’s strong 
net game, Sindhu tried to 
push her back to the base-
line in the second game. It 
got her points but she lost 
too many points due to 
unforced errors as some 
of the shots sailed over 
the lines.

The strategy could 
have been more effec-
tive if she had not missed 
drop shots after pinning 
Tai to baseline.

J , A  28 (PTI): 
India suffered two 
heart-breaking losses to 
South Korea in the the 
men’s and women’s com-
pound archery inals to 
settle for a silver each 
at the Asian Games here 
today.

Both the inals were 
iercely contested. While 

the women faltered in 
the inal set, the men 
could easily blame their 
luck after the inal went 
into a shoot-off with 
scores in the fourth set 
tied at 229-229.

Defending champions 
India and Korea shot 29 
each in the shoot-off but 
the latter scraped via a 
measured win, which im-
plies shots closest to the 
bull’s eye (inner 10).

Two archery med-
als were still more than 
welcome for India after 
the disappointment in 
recurve category.

It was a perfect start to 
the men’s inal from India 
as the team of Abhishek 
Verma, Rajat Chauhan and 
Aman Saini shot a maxi-
mum 60 to Korea’s 56 in 
the opening set.

The shooting stan-
dards dropped in second 

set with India scoring 54, 
including an 8, to the op-
ponents’ 58, levelling the 
inal at 114-114.

The third set went 
in India’s favour 58-56, 
giving them a much need 
two point advantage 
going into the inal set. 
There was a gold at stake 
and senior archer Verma 
constantly ired up his 
teammates.

Verma delivered 
when it mattered most, 
shooting couple of 10 
pointers in the inal set. 
But when the judges 
ruled two 9s to 10s, it 
was 229-229, pushing 
the inal into a dramatic 

shoot-off.
India shot a 9, 10 and 

10 and Korea shot a 10-
9-10. The score was tied 
but Korea prevailed via a 
measured win after it had 
its 10s more closer to the 
bull’s eye than India. That 
left defending champions 
in utter disbelief.

“You can’t say much 
about inals like these. 
The wind direction also 
played a role. It is just 
bad luck for us today,” 
said a dejected Verma. 
India were shooting sec-
ond in the inal.

Earlier today, the In-
dian women’s compound 
team fell agonisingly 

short of beating defend-
ing champions South Ko-
rea, settling for a maiden 
silver at the Asian Games.

The trio of Mus-
kar Kirar, Madhumita 
Kumari and Surekha 
Vennam matched the 
mighty South Koreans 
quite literally until the 
fourth inal set in which 
the only 8 pointer of the 
match, shot by Madhu-
mita proved costly. The 
Koreans won the inal set 
58-55 and inal 231-228.

The gold medal 
match was neck and neck 
till the third set with both 
teams tied at 173-173.

India won the irst 

set 59 to 57 and that in-
cluded ive ten pointers. 
South Koreas lifted their 
game in the second set, 
winning 58-56 to level 
the tie at 115-115.

The Koreans were 
taking the aim irst, put-
ting the Indians under 
constant pressure. The 
pressure got to the Indi-
ans in the end.

India had beaten Chi-
nese Taipei in the semi i-
nals and Indonesia in the 
last eight stage. India had 
won a bronze in the same 
event at Incheon four 
years ago.

“We have improved 
on our last time’s per-
formance so that is a 
big positive. The wind 
conditions were tricky 
but we were pretty con-
sistent until the inal 
set. We are really happy 
with our performance.
The support from the 
central government has 
been great,” 22-year-old 
Surekha, who was part of 
the bronze-winning team 
in the previous edition, 
told PTI.

Asked if the pressure 
of shooting second got to 
the team, she said: “We 
don’t think like that.”

Sindhu gets Asian Games silver, loses
third major fi nal of the year

Silver for both men’s and women’s teams
in Asiad compound archery

Nashik top 
cop completes 
Ironman triathlon 
in France
N  (M ), A  28 (PTI): Nashik 
Police Commissioner Ravinderkumar 

Singhal has successfully completed the 
Ironman triathlon which involves a set 
of physically gruelling activities.

The event, which includes cycling 
for a staggering 180 km, swimming for 
around 4 km and a 42-km full mara-
thon, was held in France on Sunday.

Singhal, 53, completed the triathlon 
in 15 hours and 13 minutes as against 
the stipulated time of 17 hours, his 
trainer Dr Mustafa Topiwala told re-

porters here yesterday.
The Maharashtra-cadre IPS of i-

cer had undergone extensive training 
before heading to France last week to 
take part in the international competi-
tion, he said.

Earlier, model-turned-actor Milind 
Soman had successfully completed the 
race in 2015 and Maharashtra’s senior 
IPS of icer Krishna Prakash participat-
ed in it last year, Topiwala said.
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G  (A ), A  
28 (AFP): Sprint superstar 
Usain Bolt admitted Tuesday 
he was struggling with the 
tempo of professional foot-
ball but is working hard to 
raise his itness levels ahead 
of his irst trial match this 
week.

The eight-time Olympic 
champion has been given an 
opportunity by Australia’s 
Central Coast Mariners to ful-
il his dream of a soccer ca-

reer and has stepped up his 
training regime since hook-
ing up with the A-League 
club last week.

He was put through his 
paces with the rest of the 
squad at a more intensive 
session at the team’s base in 
the town of Gosford, 75 ki-
lometres (47 miles) north of 

Sydney, on Tuesday.
After some warming up 

and a jog around the pitch, 
he took part in ball drills and 
while his passing was ine, he 
was slow to get the hang of 

the movement required.
The 32-year-old’s lack of 

football itness was also evi-
dent and he appeared to tire 
quickly, resting more than his 
teammates.

Bolt admitted to strug-
gling with the constant stop-
start of football, more used 
to a quick ire sprint on the 
athletics track before wind-
ing down.

“The most challenging 
thing for me is the stop and 
go because I’m not used to 
picking up speed, going back 
down, then back again,” he 
said.

“It’s all about practising 
and getting used to the sys-
tem. I have time so will just 
learn the ways and keep 
pushing.”

- ‘DOING OK’ -
The Mariners hope to 

turn Bolt into A-League ma-
terial in time for the start of 
the 2018/19 season in late 
October, with the club say-
ing he can stay inde initely 
to prove his credentials and 
earn a playing contract.

They have a pre-season 
friendly on Friday against an 
amateur side and Bolt is ex-
pected to get his irst taste of 

a competitive game, but only 
as a substitute.

“I imagine he’ll get some 
minutes on Friday,” said club 
coach Mike Mulvey, con-
scious that thousands of fans 
are set to turn up and with 
the match due to be broad-
cast live on pay-tv.

He said the Jamaican was 
“doing OK”.

“The things we are asking 
him to do are things that he 
hasn’t done for quite some 
years,” he added.

“He has played football as 
an athlete in between athletic 
meets so he has rudimentary 
skills. There’s no problem 
about that. It’s about being 
able to do it at the speed that 
we do it. It takes time to ad-
just.”

Bolt dominated sprinting 

since taking double individ-
ual gold at the Beijing Olym-
pics in 2008.

He went on to win a fur-
ther six Olympic golds and 
pick up 11 world titles before 
retiring last year and pursing 
his real passion -- football. 
He remains the world record 
holder for 100 metres.

Bolt said he was seeing 
slow improvements in his 
game.

“For me it’s about just 
getting it and as many touch-
es of the ball that I can. The 
more I play the more com-
fortable I get,” he said.

“It’s all about being fo-
cused, taking my time and 
being smart and pushing my-
self to get to the level I need 
to be at to be in the starting 
XI.

Bolt struggling with football pace, but working hard

B , A  28 
(PTI): Indian women 
boxers continued their 
impressive run at the 
world youth champion-
ships with four of them 
making the semi inals 
to be assured of medals 
here.

Jony (60kg), Sakshi 
(57kg), Astha Pahwa 
(75kg) and Anamika 
(51kg) entered the semi-
inals of their respective 

weight categories last 
night.

Jony defeated China’s 
Chen Yibing 5-0, before 
Sakshi got the better 

of Russian Valeriia 
Rodionova by a similar 
margin.

Astha clinched a split 
verdict over Albania El-
sidita Selaj, while Anami-
ka defeated Italian Marti-
na La Piana.

Asian gold-medallist 
Manisha and silver-win-
ner Ankit Khatana had 
earlier advanced to the 
semi inals to assure 
themselves of med-
als along with reigning 
champion Nitu (48kg) 
and Asian bronze-med-
allist Bhavesh Kattimani 
(52kg).

Four Indian women 
boxers enter world 

youth semi inals

K , A  28 (AFP): 
A strong 6.2 magnitude 
earthquake struck east-
ern Indonesia today, the 
US Geological Survey said, 
but there was no tsunami 
warning or immediate re-
ports of damage.

The offshore trem-
or struck at a shallow 
depth of eight kilometres 
( ive miles), about 100 
kilometres southeast of 
Kupang on the Indone-
sian portion of Timor is-
land, the USGS said.

It was followed by a 
shallow 5.6 magnitude 
quake nearby.

Witnesses described 
a powerful jolt from the 
irst tremor which lasted 

a few seconds.
“I was on the second 

loor of my of ice and 
suddenly everybody ran 
outside because of the 
earthquake,” said an AFP 
reporter in Kupang.

“All the chairs were 
shaking... we were trau-
matised by all the earth-
quakes in Lombok.” A 
string of deadly earth-

quakes that rocked Lom-
bok island this summer 
killed some 555 people.

Indonesia’s disas-
ter agency said things 
had quickly returned to 
normal.

“Local disaster miti-
gation agency of icials are 
still monitoring the im-
pact of the earthquake,” 
agency spokesman Suto-
po Purwo Nugroho said 
in a statement.

“There are no victims 
or damage.”

Indonesia, one of 
the most disaster-prone 
nations on earth, strad-
dles the so-called Pacif-
ic “Ring of Fire”, where 
tectonic plates collide 
and many of the world’s 
volcanic eruptions and 
earthquakes occur.

In 2004 a tsunami 
triggered by a magnitude 
9.3 undersea earthquake 
off the coast of Sumatra 
in western Indonesia 
killed 220,000 people 
in countries around the 
Indian Ocean, including 
168,000 Indonesians.

Strong 6.2
magnitude quake strikes 

off eastern Indonesia

B , A  28 (PTI): China, 
an ally of Myanmar’s junta, to-
day called for a political solu-
tion to resolve the Rohingya 
issue, saying “unilateral accu-
sations and pressure” will not 
work.

The comments from the 
Chinese foreign ministry came 
a day after the UN investiga-
tors demanded prosecution of 
Myanmar’s top military lead-
ers including the army chief for 
genocide against the country’s 
persecuted Rohingya Muslims.

Some 700,000 Rohing-
ya Muslims led the coun-
try’s northern Rakhine state 
to Bangladesh after the army 
launched a crackdown last year 
on insurgents. There were re-
ports of arson, murder and rape 
by soldiers and vigilante mobs.

Myanmar, a mainly Bud-
dhist country, has denied the 
allegations of ethnic cleansing.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying 

told reporters that a political 
solution is needed to be found 
to resolve the issue when asked 
for her reaction to the UN inves-

tigators’ recommendations.
“The Rakhine state has a 

complex background in terms 
of history, religion and ethnic 

groups. We hope that Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar could 
engage in more dialogue and 
contribute to peace, stability 

and prosperity in the Rakhine 
state,” she said.

When a reporter asked 
since China has blocked ac-
tions against Myanmar in the 
UN Security Council, will it 
continue to do so on this is-
sue, Hua said: “I do not agree 
that China has blocked actions 
against Myanmar in the UN”.

The issue has a very com-
plicated historical background, 
she said.

“We need to ind a political 
solution to it. There is some 
progress between Bangladesh 
and Myanmar in resolving the 
issue. International communi-
ty should help them properly 
resolve the issue. Unilateral 
accusations and pressure will 
not help solve the problem,” 
she added.

China, which has been 
backing Myanmar’s military 
junta over two decades, has 
extensive investments in the 
Rakhine state.

China calls for political solution to Rohingya issue;
says ‘unilateral accusations’ won’t work

W , A  28 (AFP): Don-
ald Trump bowed to pressure today 
to honour the late John McCain, or-
dering that lags be lowered to half-
staff across the country, as the late 
senator ired a parting shot at the 
president in a farewell message to 
the United States.

Trump’s about-face came after he 
found himself mired in controversy 
over his rather conspicuous failure 
to pay tribute to McCain, who died 
Saturday at 81 after a year-long bat-
tle with brain cancer.

When veterans’ groups launched 
appeals for a more itting salute to 
McCain, a Navy veteran who was 
imprisoned for more than ive years 
in Vietnam, the Republican leader -- 
who had no love lost for the Arizona 
senator -- blinked.

“Despite our differences on poli-
cy and politics, I respect Senator John 
McCain’s service to our country,” 
Trump said in a statement as he or-
dered the lag atop the White House 
and elsewhere to ly at half-staff until 
McCain’s burial on Sunday.

He later told evangelical lead-
ers that “we very much appreciate 
everything that senator McCain has 
done for our country.” The White 
House lag was lowered after Mc-
Cain’s death on Saturday -- but it was 
once again at the top of the lagpole 
on Monday morning.

Trump’s initial silence about Mc-
Cain underscored the isolation of the 
US leader and fueled criticism that 
he is incapable of bringing a divided 
nation together even as it mourns 
a man widely seen as an American 
hero and a political icon.

In Phoenix, where a week of trib-
utes to McCain was soon to get under 
way, the two-time presidential can-
didate’s former campaign manager 
Rick Davis con irmed that Trump 
would not be attending the funeral.

However, Vice President Mike 
Pence is set to speak at a ceremony 
honoring McCain at the US Capitol on 
Friday.

White House chief of staff John 
Kelly, Defense Secretary James Mattis 
and National Security Advisor John 
Bolton will represent the adminis-
tration during services.

In Phoenix, Davis read a posthu-
mous statement that made a inal jab 
at Trump.

“We weaken our greatness when 
we confuse our patriotism with tribal 
rivalries that have sown resentment 
and hatred and violence in all the 
corners of the globe,” McCain said.

“We weaken it when we hide 
behind walls, rather than tear them 
down, when we doubt the power of 
our ideals, rather than trust them to 
be the great force for change they 
have always been,” he said -- -- an 
apparent reference to Trump’s plans 
for a border wall.

McCain, who served as a senator 
from Arizona for more than 30 years, 
clashed repeatedly with Trump even 
though they were both Republicans, 
and the president initially paid scant 
tribute to the senator after his death.

The Washington Post reported 
that White House spokeswoman Sar-
ah Sanders, Chief of Staff Kelly and 
other senior staff had urged a state-
ment be released referring to McCain 
as a “hero” -- but Trump opted for a 
terse, impersonal tweet instead.

The enmity between Trump and 
McCain dates from the day the real 
estate tycoon announced his candi-
dacy for the Republican presidential 
nomination with an attack on Mex-

ican immigrants as criminals and 
rapists.

During the 2016 campaign, 
Trump mocked McCain’s war ser-
vice. In the years since, McCain was 
Trump’s loudest Republican critic, 
especially as the president disrupted 
America’s long-time alliances.

McCain’s remains will lie in state 
at Arizona’s capitol on Wednesday, 
before a public viewing Friday in the 
rotunda of the US Capitol -- an honor 
reserved for the likes of John F. Ken-
nedy, Ronald Reagan and civil rights 
champion Rosa Parks.

The two men who defeated Mc-
Cain in his White House campaigns, 
Republican George W. Bush in 2000 
and Democrat Barack Obama in 
2008, are expected to deliver eulo-
gies at a Saturday service at the Na-
tional Cathedral in Washington.

Among the pallbearers will be 
Democratic former vice president 
Joe Biden, ex-senator Russ Feingold, 
former New York mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and actor Warren Beatty.

McCain will be buried Sunday at 
the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland, in a private funeral ser-
vice.

In Washington, McCain’s death 
has been a rare occasion for bipar-
tisan praise for his lifetime in public 
service.

Tributes have poured in from ev-
ery living former president honoring 
the former Navy aviator for his cour-
age, integrity and decency.

Trump, under pressure to honour
McCain, orders lags to half-staff L , A  28 ((PTI): 

Jabir Moti, the Pakistani 
national described as a 
“top lieutenant” of organ-
ised crime and terror net-
work D-Company, was to-
day remanded in custody 
until September 25 by a 
UK court.

The 51-year-old, who 
appeared before West-
minster Magistrates’ Court 
via live video link from 
Wandsworth prison in 
south-west London, is fac-
ing extradition to the US 
on money laundering and 
extortion charges, which 
allegedly link up with ter-
rorism funding.

Moti, arrested by Scot-
land Yard’s Extradition 
Unit early this month, had 
been denied bail at his 
hearing last week as the 
judge deemed him to be a 
light risk.

“At this stage I am re-
manding you in custody 
on the same conditions, to 
appear before the court in 
four weeks’ time,” Judge 
Mark Jabbitt told Moti 
today, as he sat with his 
hands folded and dressed 
in his prison out it during 
the video link.

Moti faces extradition 
to the US following an FBI 
investigation dating back 
to 2005. The UK’s Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) 
told the court at the last 
hearing that Moti faces 
allegations of conspiracy 
to launder money and ex-
tortion that link up to ter-
rorist offences as well as 
charges of drug traf icking, 
which carries a maximum 
sentence of 25 years be-
hind bars.

His defence counsel 
Toby Cadman put on re-
cord for the court at to-
day’s hearing that his cli-

ent’s full name should be 
recorded as Jabir Siddiq, as 
on his Pakistani passport, 
instead of Jabir Motiwa-
la, as on the provisional 
arrest warrant on which 
Scotland Yard had arrested 
him on August 17.

The judge said the mat-
ter would be raised with 
the extradition requesting 
state, the US, before the 
start of the extradition tri-
al, which is scheduled for 
its irst case management 
hearing on October 19.

Cadman also told the 
court that while his client is 
not making a second appli-
cation for bail at this stage, 
another bail application will 
be made in “due course”.

“I am not persuaded to 
grant you bail. These are 
very, very serious allega-
tions there are substantial 
grounds to believe you will 
fail to appear before the 
court or commit further 
offences,” Judge Margot 
Coleman had said in her 
ruling at the last hearing 
on August 21.

“The US is a democra-
cy, which runs on the rule 
of law and we function on a 
system of mutual trust be-
tween our countries. So, if 
they say there is evidence 
to support the allegations, 
I am entitled to take that 
at face value,” she said, in 
reference to the US author-
ities’ extradition request.

Dawood’s aide remanded in 
custody until Sept 25 in UK
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ARIES: People often see you as shy 
and reserved, Aries, but of course you 
know that you’re really very friendly 
once you relax. Today you fi nd it un-
usually easy to interact with others. In 
fact, you feel downright gregarious as 
you chat and joke along with the best 
of them. This new, sociable you does 
wonders for your image. You’ve need-
ed to loosen up for some time.
TAURUS: All things domestic are 
highlighted, Taurus. It could be that 
you’ve fi nally called the plumber or 
set out to do those household repairs 
yourself. New people are likely to 
come into your life. In fact, they may 
appear at your doorstep to fi nagle an 
invitation for dinner. All you can ex-
pect today is the unexpected. Have 
some extra food on hand and see what 
happens.

GEMINI: Keep your mind open to 
any and all possibilities today, Gem-
ini. It’s likely that you’ll encounter 
someone who imparts valuable in-
formation. You may not realize right 
away just how important this infor-
mation is, but it could have a dramatic 
impact on your life. Be prepared for 
anything. This is likely to be a most 
interesting day.
CANCER: Your ship could come in 
today, Cancer. It will happen unex-
pectedly, and it may take you some 
time to adjust to this sudden fi nancial 
windfall. This is a day of big changes, 
because you may also decide to use 
this money to completely alter your 
way of life. It could be that you make 
a move to another part of the country 
or decide to change professions. Trust 
your instincts, Cancer.

LEO: You’re likely aware of your 
writing abilities, Leo, but you may 
not realize the extent of your talent. It 
would be worthwhile to devote more 
time to your craft. You can’t improve 
much if writing time is interrupted by 
other obligations. Take some time to 
produce something of value. Why not 
give it a try, even if just for a week or 
so, to see what you can do?
VIRGO: Tact isn’t necessarily your 
strong suit, Virgo. No one would ac-
cuse you of being overly sensitive to 
other people’s emotions, but today 
you turn over a new leaf. This “new 
and improved” you tunes in to the 
thoughts and feelings of others and 
responds in thoughtful, caring ways. 
You may be surprised at how eff ective 
this gentler touch can be.
LIBRA: If you aren’t getting on a 

plane today, Libra, expect to in the 
near future. Your wanderlust is back 
and you’re bound for the wild blue 
yonder yet again, most likely to some-
place exotic. Enjoy the time away, but 
do come back. It seems that some-
times your spirit of adventure damp-
ens your enjoyment of the more mun-
dane but more real daily life.
SCORPIO: Positive change rarely 
happens without eff ort. Keep this in 
mind as transformation occurs quick-
ly. You may feel as though you’re in 
the middle of a whirlpool and getting 
sucked deeper and deeper, unsure of 
where you’ll ultimately end up. This 
is merely the “nose to the grindstone” 
phase. Trust that your eff orts will ulti-
mately be rewarded.
SAGITTARIUS: You have natural 
leadership abilities, and today would 

be an ideal day to make use of this 
talent. In the past you may have hes-
itated to step forward and implement 
your ideas. But recent successes have 
given you the necessary confi dence to 
pursue your objectives. You’ll likely 
fi nd that the higher-ups support your 
eff orts. Make the most of today’s aus-
picious circumstances, Sagittarius.
CAPRICORN: Today you feel in 
control and on top of the world. You 
can do anything, Capricorn. This 
would be an auspicious time to be-
gin a new project or creative en-
deavor. You can’t help but succeed, 
but take care not to get in your own 
way. Sometimes you can be your own 
worst enemy. Believe in yourself and 
move confi dently in the direction of 
your dreams in order to make them 
come true.

AQUARIUS: Friendship could turn 
into romance if you aren’t careful, 
Aquarius. A platonic relationship 
could turn passionate, and no one 
would be more surprised than you. 
Think carefully about where you’d 
like this to go. While it can’t go back 
to the way it was, you can stop it from 
progressing further if you’re uncom-
fortable with the new dynamic. You 
can only make this decision once.
PISCES: Today you wake up feeling 
reinvigorated and renewed, Pisces. 
You feel as though you can accom-
plish anything. And very likely, today 
you can. Anything you set your mind 
and attention to works out beautiful-
ly. Take care that you don’t gloat too 
much, though. Just because you feel 
invincible doesn’t necessarily mean 
that you are.

ALL EYES ON HIM! Jaden Smith wears THAT 
bizarre artillery-inspired body belt again over 
bright T-shirt as he’s glued to his phone in Los 
Angeles.

She’s in a relationship with 
rapidly rising star Joe Al-

wyn. And while she’s taken 
in the romance department, 
Taylor Swift will soon be solo 
in another area - in regards to 
a label.

The 28-year-old country 
pop sensation is set to be a 
free agent in November, after 
her contract with label Big 
Machine Records is set to ex-
pire over a decade after she 
signed it.

The Tim McGraw song-
stress signed her irst record 
deal at 15 with the founder 
and CEO of Big Machine Re-
cords, Scott Borchetta.

The indie label, which is 
under the Universal Music 
Group umbrella, became a 
huge success primarily due 
to Taylor.

According to Variety, Tay-
lor is free to negotiate with 
other labels but cannot of i-
cially sign with anyone until 
her contract obligations with 
Big Machine Records expires 
in November.

The outlet reported that 
her reps have already had 
preliminary talks with other 
labels as with as Big Machine 
ahead of Taylor being a free 
agent.

Big Machine Records cur-
rently owns the rights to her 
master recordings; they get 
80% of their revenue from 
Swift’s expansive musical 
collection, Variety revealed.

Her next deal will most 
likely make sure in her 
contract that she gets the 
rights to her masters, Variety 
reported.

The website spoke to 
Doug Davis - a music busi-
ness lawyer - from Davis 
Firm, and he said: “If she is 
seeking to break inancial 
records and extend with a 
major, she could have the big-

gest artist deal of the century 
so far.”

Or, she could break away 
and have her own label since 
she is already hugely success-
ful and doesn’t need a label to 
develop her.

Variety said if Taylor 
signed with a huge company 
like Columbia, it would be 
dif icult because she would 
be alongside labelmates and 
fellow powerhouse stars 
Adele and Beyonce.

At Sony or Warner Music 
Group the songstress would 
be the undisputed star.

Another option for Taylor 
would be to seek a label still 
under Universal but not at 
Big Machine.

Variety wrote that Uni-
versal Music Chairman Lu-
cian Grainge “will go every-
thing in his power to make 
sure she doesn’t go away.”

Her inal choice is to re-
sign with Big Machine but 
the question remains about 
her masters.

Mark Mulligan, an indus-
try analyst, told the outlet: 
“Streaming catalog is at its 

peak - a bubble peak per-
haps, but nonetheless a peak. 
So any label would perceive 
retaining ownership of mas-
ters of majorly successful al-
bums as a priority.”

She has released six stu-
dio albums since her start in 
the music career at age 15 
with Big Machine Records: 
Taylor Swift (in 2006), Fear-
less (in 2008), Speak Now (in 
2010), Red (in 2012), 1989 
(in 2014) and Reputation (in 
2017).

On Saturday, Taylor posed 
for a snap with her longtime 
pal Karlie Kloss after her 
Nashville, Tennessee concert.

Karlie, 26, shared a pic-
ture to her Instagram, writ-
ing: “No one puts on a show 
like @TaylorSwift #Reputa-
tionTour Nashville was out 
of this world. I am SO proud 
of you.”

Karlie, who recently got 
engaged to Joshua Kushner, 
irst met Taylor at the Victo-

ria’s Secret Fashion Show in 
2013.

The duo became insep-
arable - often seen on each 

other’s social media pages 
or snapped spending time 
together.

They haven’t been seen 
spending time together as of 
late but during a March 2018 
interview with The New York 
Times Karlie tried to put ru-
mors that they had a falling 
out to rest. She said: “Don’t 
believe everything you read.”

The model added that she 
talks to Taylor frequently.

Fans were up in arms af-
ter Taylor left out Karlie’s 
name on the Junior Jewels 
shirt in her Look what You 
Made Me Do music video last 
year; other pals like Selena 
Gomez, Blake Lively, Martha 
Hunt, Lena Dunham, Gigi 
Hadid and Ed Sheeran were 
however listed on the shirt.

Soon after, Karlie posed 
with a basketball for a shoot 
with Love Magazine and she 
captioned it on Instagram 
with Swish Swish - which is a 
song by Katy Perry (who was 
feuding with Taylor) about the 
singer. Karlie later changed 
the caption to ‘Nothing but 
net,’ according to People.

Taylor Swift to be free agent after contract 
with Big Machine Records label ends in Nov

Amitabh Bachchan is all 
set to return to televi-

sion and sit on the quiz mas-
ter’s chair once again to host 
Kaun Banega Crorepati sea-
son 10. The superstar, who 
has had quite a run with the 
game show, capturing hearts 
of millions along the way, is 
hopeful about another great 
stint and so are we!

In fact, the wait somehow 
seems longer since the mak-
ers have revealed the details 
of the show in a press con-
ference and let’s just say, Big 
B’s charm was just an added 
bonus!

Speaking about the 
launch, the legendary actor 
sat down to answer a few 
questions from the media. It 
all began with his quirky take 
on whether he thinks he can 
survive, as a contestant.

To which, pat came a re-
ply, “I will lose if I become 
a contestant on #KBC10. I 
won’t be able to answer more 

than 2-3 questions.”
It all turned interesting 

when he was asked about 
his thoughts on Salman Khan 
and his desire to host KBC.

Not sure if you saw this 
coming or not but he said, 
“He is welcome to host it. I 
will invite him to come on the 
show.”

The duo has worked to-

gether in many ilms includ-
ing Baghban, Baabul and it 
will be quite a sight if they 
get together to recreate that 
magic. Now, while KBC Sea-
son 10 is all set to premiere 
on Sony TV from September 
3, Bigg Boss, with Salman as 
a host, is all set to premiere 
starting September 16, 
2018.

Amitabh Bachchan finally reacts to Salman
Khan’s desire to host Kaun Banega Crorepati

The teaser of Sonam Kapoor and Ra-
jkummar Rao starrer Ek Ladki Ko 

Dekha Toh Aisa Laga impressed the 
audience with the unconventional star 
cast and especially with the recreation 
of 1942: A Love Story’s iconic song Ek 
Ladki Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga.

The movie buffs are also excited for 
the ilm as father-daughter Anil and So-
nam will appear together for the irst 
time on the silver screen. While Rajkum-
mar and Sonam have wrapped-up their 
part, it seems that both the stars will re-
shoot some portions as producer Vid-
hu Vinod Chopra is not happy with the 
product.

Apparently, both the stars are shift-
ed to their next project and have com-
mitted their dates for that. As per the 
Mid-day report, a source said, “Sonam 
starts shooting for The Zoya Factor 
today onwards and has allotted bulk 
dates to the project till the year-end. 
Rajkummar too is dividing his time be-
tween Stree promotions and the shoots 
of Made In China and Mental Hai Kya.” 

Though due to their fondness for Vidhu 
Vinod Chopra, the duo has decided to 
re-shuf le some of the dates, which will 
help them to end their portions by the 
September end.

“Ever since Vidhu sir expressed his 
reservations about the product, the 
stars have been trying to reshuf le their 
dates. It has now been decided that So-
nam and Raj will honour their prior 
commitments through the week and 

will forgo their day offs over the week-
ends to shoot the said portions in Mum-
bai. They are required to allot 15 days, 
and hope to wrap up the portions by 
the end of September. If all goes as ex-
pected, the ilm should be able to meet 
its deadline. But any lapse could see the 
ilm missing its release date of February 

1,” the source added.
Directed by Shelly Chopra Dhar and 

also stars Juhi Chawla in a key role.

Sonam Kapoor and Rajkummar
Rao to re-shoot portions of Ek Ladki

Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga


