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Positivity rate falls to 5.2% even as 
State records 4th death this week

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Aug: 

After a gap of three 
days, Sikkim 

registered one new 
COVID-19 related death 
on Friday taking the 
state’s death toll to 368. 
The COVID death was 
reported from STNM 
hospital. This is the 
fourth COVID death 
reported so far this 
week with two deaths 
registered on 23 August 
and one on 22 August.

In the meantime, the 
number of active cases 

of novel coronavirus 
has gone down to 1342 
with the discharge 
of 108 more persons 
from home isolation 
on Thursday. Sikkim’s 
figure of recovered cases 
has further improved 
to 27,648 and the state 
recovery rate stands at 
94.2%.

As per the daily 
COVID-19 report issued 
by Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme 
of Health Department, 
samples of 42 persons 
returned positive for 

COVID-19 during the 
testing of 796 samples 
on Thursday. The 
daily positivity rate of 
COVID-19 came down 
to 5.2%. The tally of 
confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 has now 
reached 29,639 in the 
State.

A total of 21 new 
cases were found in 
RT-PCR testing of 425 
samples and 21 more 
persons tested positive 
for COVID-19 in rapid 
antigen testing of 357 
samples. Out of 42 new 

cases in the State, 21 
were reported in East 
District, 07 in West 
District and 14 in South 
District.

Eight new COVID 
patients were hospitalized 
in the State and 11 COVID 
patients are currently 
admitted in ICU facilities 
of STNM hospital and 
Central Referral Hospital, 
Tadong.

Likewise, 313 
persons received the 
first dose of Covishield 
vaccine and 255 have 
completed their vaccine 

schedule with the second 
dose on Thursday. 

Nine healthcare 
workers [1 first dose 
and 8 second dose] 
were vaccinated while 
16 frontline workers 
received the second dose 
of the Covid vaccine. 
Further, 100 persons in 
the age group of 45 years 
& above [33 first dose & 
67 second dose] and 443 
persons in the age group 
of 18 to 44 years [279 
first dose & 164 second 
dose] got Covishield 
vaccines on Thursday.

Higher studies counseling for 
students of Lingi Payong school

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Aug:

Students of Lingi 
Payong Secondary 

School, who recently 
cleared the Class X exams, 
attended an online 
counselling session on 
higher studies, a press 
release informs. 

The counselling 
programme was 
organised by Centre 
for Computers and 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology (CCCT), 
Chisopani, South 

Sikkim. Members of 
academic and admission 
committee from the 
institution briefed the 
students about the 
need and importance of 
technical/professional 
courses, various courses 
available in the institute, 
admission procedure, 
facilities, fee waiver 
scheme for CoI holders 
and other details. 

Students also placed 
their queries and 
cleared their doubts. 
The arrangement for 

counselling session 
was coordinated by 
Headmaster, Suraj 
Kumar Sharma and 
Lecturer, Electronics and 
Communication, CCCT, 
Arun Pradhan. 

It is to be noted 
that a workshop on 
Practical Mathematics 
was also organised 
by the school in 
association with CCCT 
in 2018. Headmaster of 
the school thanked the 
personnel of the institute 
for organising the meet.

Conference of Health Ministers to 
promote Ayush in NE even more

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Aug: 

All North Eastern 
states are joining 

hands to promote and 
popularize Ayush system 
of medicines, a press 
release from PIB informs. 
Towards this end, the 
Ministry of Ayush is 
organizing a conference 
on 28 August for Health 
Ministers of all the North 
Eastern States. 

Union Minister of 
Ayush, Sarbananda 
Sonowal, MoS for 
Ayush Dr Munjapara 
Mahendrabhai and 
Himanta Biswas Sharma, 
Chief Minister of Assam, 
will be headlining as 
“dignitaries” for the 
conference scheduled 
to be held at the Assam 
Administrative Staff 
College, Khanapara, 
Guwahati.

The conference has 
been billed to “open the 
door for all north eastern 
states to bring benefits 
of Ayush systems of 
medicines effectively 
and collaboratively 
to the masses and 
increase its awareness 

among them about its 
preventive, curative and 
rehabilitative aspects, 
especially its role in 
Covid management,” the 
PIB release adds.

The Centre, under 
the National Ayush 
Mission, has established 
Ayush “infrastructure” 
in the North East and 
established 50-bedded 
Ayush hospitals and 
Ayush clinics near 
traditional public health 
facilities like PHCs, CHCs, 
and district hospitals.

F u r t h e r 
supplementing the 
push to promote Ayush 
systems in the region 
is the North-Eastern 
Institute of Ayurveda 
and Homoeopathy 
at Shillong and the 
Government of India has 
also approved a change 
in nomenclature and 
mandate of the North 
Eastern Institute of Folk 
Medicine (NEIFM) at 
Passighat, Arunachal 
Pradesh which will now 
be called North Eastern 
Institute of Ayurveda and 
Folk Medicine Research 
(NEIAFMR).

GJM-2 protests Centre’s plans to “monetize” 
Darj Toy Train for private players

SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 27 Aug:

The Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha-2 faction 

today staged a protest 
against the Government 
of India’s proposal to 
“monetize” the heritahe 
Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway by leasing it to 
private players.

GJM-2 members 
staged protests at DHR 
railway stations from 
Darjeeling till Sukna 
against the Central 
Government’s move. 

Keshav Raj Pokhrel, 

spokesperson of 
GJM-2, conveyed the 
party’s condemnation 
of the move towards 
“privatization” and 
highlighted that the 
party members did 
not raise their party 
flag at the protests 
because they wanted 
the protest to be of the 
people and the vulgar 
commercialization of a  
world heritage facility.

Protests were 
staged at eight railway 
stations on the DHR 
line - Darjeeling, Ghoom, 

Sonada, Tung, Tindharia, 
Kurseong, Mahanadi, 
Rongtong and Sukna. 

Saman Pathak of 
CPI-M conveyed his 
party’s protest against 
the “monetization” 
plans and said that 
this was one of the 
most disruptive 
moves of the Centre 
because not only did it 
mock a world heritage 
property but also 
toyed with something 
that forms part of the 
identity of the people of 
Darjeeling.

Has Delta killed the herd immunity dream? 
PARIS, 27 AUG 
[REUTERS]: As the 
Delta variant continues 
its global surge, experts 
are questioning whether 
the long-held goal of 
achieving herd immunity 
from Covid-19 through 
vaccination is still viable.
Herd immunity is 
achieved when a certain 
threshold of the global 
population has either 
been inoculated against 
a pathogen or has 
recovered from infection.

But whether or not 
it is achievable with 
Covid-19, with the 
regular emergence of 
more infectious strains, 
is up for debate.

"If the question is 
'will vaccination alone 
allow us to dampen and 
control the pandemic?' 
the answer is: no," 
epidemiologist Mircea 
Sofonea told AFP.

He said herd 
immunity hinged on two 
basic factors.

"That's the intrinsic 
infectiousness of the 
virus and the efficacy 

of vaccines to protect 
against infection. And at 
the moment, that efficacy 
isn't there."

Delta has shown to 
be roughly 60 percent 
more transmissible than 
the Alpha variant of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus, and 
up to twice as infectious 
as the original strain that 
emerged in late 2019.

The more effective 
the virus becomes at 
infecting people, the 
higher the herd immunity 
threshold becomes.

" T h e o r e t i c a l l y , 
it's a very simple 
calculation to make," said 
epidemiologist Antoine 
Flahault.

For the original virus, 
which had a reproduction 
rate between zero and 
three -- meaning each 
infected person infects 
up to three others -- 
herd immunity could 
have been achieved 
with around 66 percent 
of people immunised, 
Flahault told AFP.

"But if the 
reproduction rate is 

eight, as with Delta, 
that puts us closer to 90 
percent," he said.

Were vaccines 100 
percent effective at 
stopping Delta infections, 
that 90 percent could 
conceivably be possible. 
Unfortunately, they 
aren't.

- WANING 
IMMUNITY? -

According to data 
published this week 
by US authorities, the 
efficacy of the Pfizer 
and Moderna mRNA 
vaccines at preventing 
infection has fallen from 
91 percent to 66 percent 
since Delta became the 
dominant variant.

And studies have 
shown that the vaccine 
efficacy against infection 
with Delta falls over time 
-- one of the reasons 
why several countries 
are now readying for an 
autumn third shot, or 
"booster", vaccination 
campaign.

With all this taken 
into account, absent 
other health measures 

such as mask-wearing or 
social distancing, Sofonea 
said it would take more 
than 100 percent of 
people to be vaccinated 
in order to guarantee 
transmissions end -- an 
obvious impossibility.

"The Delta variant 
will still infect people 
who have been 
vaccinated and that does 
mean that anyone who's 
still unvaccinated, at 
some point, will meet the 
virus," Andrew Pollard, 
director of Britain's 
Oxford Vaccine Group, 
told lawmakers this 
month.

- 'MYTHICAL' -
But even if, as Pollard 

termed it, the "mythical" 
aim of herd immunity is 
no longer in play, experts 
stressed that getting 
vaccinated remained 
paramount.

As with vaccines 
against other, now-
endemic diseases such 
as measles and influenza, 
the Covid vaccines offer 
excellent protection 
against severe illness.

"What scientists are 
recommending is to get 
the maximum number 
of people protected" 
through vaccination, said 
Flahault.

Eventually, of course, 
all pandemics end.

Sofonea said it would 
still be possible that 
Covid would become 
another endemic disease 
over time, "just not with 
vaccines alone".

He envisioned a near 
future where "masks 
and social distancing 
continue in certain 
regions" in order to 
limit transmission and, 
ultimately, severe illness.

"During the AIDS 
pandemic, when 
scientists said we needed 
to wear condoms, lots of 
people said: 'OK, we'll 
do it for a while'," said 
Flahault.

"And in the end they 
kept on using them. It 
could well be that we will 
continue using masks in 
enclosed spaces and on 
transport for quite some 
time."

Fee waiver for Calcutta 
University students

KOLKATA, AUG 27 
(PTI): The Calcutta 
University has waived 
fees for students of all 
postgraduate courses 
and two institute-
run undergraduate 
programmes for the 
academic year 2021-
22, taking into account 
the financial constraints 
families have been facing 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The institution, in 
a notification, also said 
that final-year students 
need not pay their 
outstanding dues to 
collect mark sheets.

"This is for the 
information of all 
concerned that in view 
of the present pandemic 
situation, the university 
has waived off all fees like 
Admission fees, Tuition 
fees and Examination fees 
of the students (PG and 

University UG students) 
for the academic year 
2021-2022 for different 
semesters. It is not 
required for the students 
to pay fees for collecting 
the Mark sheets/Grade 
sheets of different 
semester examinations," 
said the notification 
undersigned by acting 
registrar Debasis Das.

Talking to PTI, the 
vice chancellor of the 
164-year-old varsity, 
Sonali Chakraborty 
Bandyopadhyay, said the 
decision was taken in the 
interest of students.

"We want to be on their 
side. We wish to ensure their 
studies are not affected in any 
way due to the pandemic," 
she asserted.

Asked about other 
undergraduate courses, 
she said affiliated 
colleges are run by their 
own governing bodies 

and the university cannot 
take any such decision 
for them.

"Only two 
undergraduate courses 
-- B.Tech and Home 
Science -- are directly 
run by the CU on its 
campus. Students who 
have enrolled for these 
courses would also get 
the fee waiver benefit," 
she pointed out.

Welcoming the move, 
the Students Federation 
of India (SFI) said the 
decision was preceded 
by its mail to VC, 
highlighting the financial 
plight of people amid the 
pandemic.

"Over the past one-
and-half years, many 
families have faced 
financial setbacks. This 
decision will be of some 
help to them," the CPI(M) 
students' wing added in 
its statement.

Delhi schools, colleges, coaching institutes 
to reopen in September: Manish Sisodia

New Delhi, 27 Aug 
[NDTV]: The Delhi 
government has allowed 
phased resumption 
of teaching-learning 
activities in Schools, 
Colleges and coaching 
institutes, with physical 
classes for Classes 9 to 12 to 
begin with. Schools in Delhi 
will reopen on September 
1, for Classes 9 to 12. 
Coaching classes, Colleges 
and Universities will also 
be permitted to reopen on 
September 1, Delhi Deputy 

Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia said.

In the second phase, 
from September 8, 
students of Classes 6 to 8 
will be allowed to go for 
physical classes.

When schools reopen 
in Delhi, social distancing 
should be followed strictly 
and no student will be 
forced to come to schools. 
Parents’ consent will be 
mandatory for students 
to come back to schools 
and if they don't allow, 

students won’t be forced 
or considered absent, Mr 
Sisodia, who also holds 
the Education Portfolio, 
said, according to ANI. The 
decision to resume offline 
classes came following a 
marked improvement in 
the COVID-19 situation in 
Delhi. Prior to the phased-
reopening of schools, 
the Delhi government 
had allowed board exam 
students – Classes 10 and 
12 – to visit schools for 
exam related activities.
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Agri Department awareness-cum-token 

distribution prog at Rinchenpong
GYALSHING, 27 AUG 
(IPR): An awareness-

cum-token distribution 
programme of 
Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services 
Departments was held 
at Mangalbaria Haat 
Ghar under Rinchenpong 
Constituency, West 
Sikkim, today. 
Minister, Agriculture, 
Horticulture and 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services 
Department Lok 
Nath Sharma graced 
the occasion as the 
Chief Guest in the 
special presence of the 
Chairman, State Bank 
of Sikkim D.B.Gurung 
and Additional Political 
Secretary to HCM West 
Madhusudan Sharma. 

The programme 
also had the presence 
of the Secretary, 
Agriculture Rinzing 
C.Bhutia, Secretary 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services 
Dr Sangey D. Bhutia, 
Director Horticulture 
Sadan Tamang, Director 
Agriculture Tilak Gazmer, 
Director Veterinary 
Services Dr S. Pradhan, 
Additional Director, 
AH&VS West District 

Dr Narad Cintury, 

District Incharge, 
field functionaries, 
Panchayats, beneficiaries 
and farming community.

During the 
programme, the Minister 
also handed over various 
tokens including 40 
nos. of power tiller, 
20 quail HDPE pipe, 
eight knapsack sprayer, 
pulverizer, spices grinder, 
chaff cutter, garden tools, 
power Sprayer under 
Agriculture Department 
and power tiller, grinding 
machine, spray machine, 
greenhouse plastic (UV 
Film), mulching plastic, 
under Horticulture 
Department.

Similarly, the farmer 
also received tokens 
of sheep farming, 
goat farming and 
chaff cutter under the 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services 
Department and 
Intensive Fish Farming 
and Trout Farming 
under the Directorate of 
Fisheries.

The Minister, in his 
address, highlighted the 
importance of various 
token handed over to 
the beneficiaries and 
urged them to realise its 
importance for further 
strengthening the source 
of livelihood. 

He informed that 
there is a sharp increase 
in terms of production of 
milk, post the launching 
of financial incentives of 
Rs.8 per litre of milk in 
the state. Owing to the 
increase of production 
to 60,000 litres per day, 
the Milk Union Units are 
also in need to increase 
their storage capacity, he 

added.
He also elaborated 

the objectives of financial 
incentives under 
Mukhya Mantri Krishi 
Atmanirbhar Yojana 
and Mukhya Mantri 
Pashudhan Samridhi 
Yojana and informed that 
the state government has 
already allocated funds 
of Rupees five crore and 

three crores, for the 
first phase and the 
state government is fully 
committed to increasing 
the amount parallel to 
the increase in several 
beneficiaries.

He also threw light 
on the notified financial 
amount and the detailed 
process of verifying the 
products by identified 
agencies including Self 
Help Group, FPOs, VLW 
Centre, Cooperatives 
SIMFED, DACS etc. He 
stressed all concerned 
to sensitize the public 
and generate massive 
awareness on these 
schemes and urged 
people to enhance 
the range of products 
to receive maximum 
financial incentives. 

He also stated that the 
vision of a self-reliant state 
can be achieved through 
Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Livestock Farming 
sector and urged the 
farming community to 
increase production and 
productivity. He also 
elaborated the vision of 
the state government 
under the leadership 
of the Chief Minister 
Prem Singh Tamang to 
uplift every section of 
society and the state as a 
whole.

Union Labour Minister 
launches e-SHRAM portal 

GANGTOK, 27 AUG 
(IPR): The e-SHRAM 
portal, a national 
database for workers 
of unorganised sector 
was launched by Union 
Cabinet Minister for 
Labour & Employment, 
Forest, and Climate, 
Bhupendra Yadav in 
the presence of Union 
Minister of State for 
Labour and Employment, 
Petroleum, and Natural 
gas, Rameshwar Teli at 
Shram Shakti Bhawan, 
New Delhi on 26 Aug, 
2021.

The launch was 
conducted virtually, 
and in Sikkim it was 
attended by the Minister 
of Labour and Power 
& Energy Department, 
MN Sherpa, Secretary, 
Namrata Thapa, Labour 
Department, Director to 
HM/Labour, Additional 
Labour Commissioner 
(II), Joint Labour 
Commissioner and 
Labour Inspectors at NIC, 
Gangtok.

The main purpose of 
the e-SHRAM portal is as 
follows: - 

1. Maintain a database 
of workers in the 
country's unorganised 
sector.

2. Enable the workers 
to register themselves on 
the portal with the help of 
their respective Aadhar 
card number linked with 
their mobile number and 
bank account details. If 
a worker does not have 
Aadhar linked mobile 
number, he/she can 
visit the nearest CSCs 
and register through 
biometric authentication. 

3. Workers will be 
provided with e-SHRAM 
card which will have a 
12-digit Unique Number, 
the aim behind the move 

is the integration of 
centres social security 
schemes.

4. The portal which 
will be the national 
database of the nation 
builders will help in 
identification of the 
unorganised workers.

5. The unorganised 
workers will be able to 
avail the benefits and 
schemes provided by 
the central and the state 
government.

6. After registering 
with the portal, workers 
will get an accidental 
insurance cover of two 
lakhs under PMSBY 
(Pradhan Mantri 
Suraksha Bima Yojana) 
in future. All the Social 
Security benefits of 
unorganised workers 
will be delivered through 
this portal in emergency 
and national pandemic 
like situations.

Benefits of 
Registration:

1. Unorganised Sector 
workers will get benefits 
of social security and 
welfare schemes.

2. The database will 
help the government 
in making special 
policies & schemes for 
marginalized workers.

3. With registration 
in e-Shram, workers will 
get benefit of PMSBY for 
one year (Rs.2 lakh for 
accidental death and full 
disability and Rs.1 lakh 
for partial disability).

4. It will help 
track migrant labour 
workforce & provide 
them employment 
opportunities.

A National toll-free 
number 14434 was 
also launched to help 
and address queries 
of the workers who 
are seeking help to get 

themselves registered 
and for placing their 
grievances and 
complaints, if any.

Further, a live 
demonstration of the 
registration, distribution 
of cards and interaction 
with the beneficiaries 
from different states 
like Dibrugarh, Varanasi 
and Chennai was 
shown through video 
conference, wherein the 
beneficiaries also shared 
their experiences about 
the registration process 
and the schemes/ 
benefits, which they 
will be able to avail 
after the registration. 
This was followed by 
screening of a short film 
on unorganised workers 
in India.

In the context of 
Sikkim State, the process 
of   registration of 
unorganised workers 
under the provisions 
of the Sikkim Labour 
Protection Act, 2005 
in GMC wards, Nagar 
Panchayat Areas has 
already started. And at 
present the registration 
process is being done at 
Gram Panchayat Units 
(GPUs) in Rural Areas 
and the total registration 
done till now is 1,09,214 
. The registration process 
of the workers falling 
under the unorganised 
sector is required to be 
completed by 31 Dec, 
2021.

With the help of 
e-SHRAM portal the 
central government is 
aiming to register Thirty-
Eight crores unorganised 
workers in India 
including construction 
labourers, migrant 
workforce, street 
vendors and domestic 
workers, among others.

BJP NHVC training held at Ravangla 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Aug:

Under the BJP National 
Health Volunteers 

Campaign (NHVC), a 
training workshop was 
organised at Ravangla 
for the village level 
volunteers of Barfung 
and Rangang-Yangang 
Constituency, South 
Sikkim, today, a press 
release informs.

State BJP president,  
DB Chauhan, MLAs,  TT 
Bhutia, Farwanti Tamang,  
YT Lepcha, Raj Kumari 
Thapa, IT Coordinator, 
IK Rasaily, District 
president,  CL Gurung, 
Mandal presidents 
and other dignitaries 
were present on the 
occasion. The session 
was attended by 96 
village-level Volunteers 
from both constituencies.  
Addressing the 
workshop, IK Rasaily gave 
a detailed presentation 
on the objectives of 
the campaign and 
the responsibilities 
of the volunteers. He 

stressed the need for 
all volunteers to be 
ready to fight against 
the possible third wave 
of COVID-19. He briefed 
the trainees on the use 
of medical equipments 
such as thermometers, 
thermal scanners and 
oximeters. He also 
shared information 
on precautionary 
home remedies and 
vaccinations. 

Similarly, Namo 
Wangchuk gave a 

PowerPoint presentation 
on the technical aspects 
of the campaign, 
registration and 
reporting.

Addressing the 
session, State BJP 
president, DB Chauhan 
encouraged the trainees 
and stressed that all 
the trained volunteers 
should be dedicated 
to the service of their 
respective societies. 
The session was also 
addressed by Area MLA, 

TT Bhutia.
Similarly, a training 

workshop for village-
level volunteers was 
organised at State 
Office, Singtam for 
K h a m d o n g - S i n g t a m 
and West Pendam 
Constituency in the 
presence of District 
president,  Bhanu Dahal, 
NHVC State Coordinator, 
Bhupendra Giri, District 
Coordinator duo, 
Birendra Paurali and  
Ramesh Chandra Khati 

and 23 Volunteers from 
both the constituencies. 
The session was 
addressed by the 
dignitaries present on 
various related topics of 
the campaign.

Significantly, BJP 
Sikkim has enrolled 
approximately 500 
volunteers across the 
state at various levels and 
has a target to prepare 
1251 volunteers by 31 
Aug 2021, the release 
mentions.

Assam flood situation worsens
GUWAHATI, AUG 27 
(PTI): The overall flood 
situation in Assam 
deteriorated on Friday 
affecting more than 1.33 
lakh people spread over 
11 districts, according to 
the daily bulletin issued 
by Assam State Disaster 
Management Agency 
(ASDMA).

The districts affected 
by the flooding caused 
by heavy rainfall in 
catchment areas are 
Biswanath, Bongaigaon, 
Chirang, Dhemaji, 
Dibrugarh, Jorhat, 
Lakhimpur, Majuli, 
Sivasagar, Sonitpur and 
Tinsukia.

However, no loss of 
human or animal life 
has been reported so 
far, the bulletin said. 
Though some162 people 
and 40 animals had to 
be evacuated to safety 
by boats so far. A total 
of 6,217 people have 
taken shelter in 66 relief 
camps set up by the 

district administrations 
of Bongaigaon and 
Chirang while five camps 
in Dhemaji and three in 
Tinsukia have also been 
kept ready for affected 
people.

Altogether 243 
villages have been 
affected so far due to 
inundation caused by 
flood waters of the 
Brahmaputra and its 
tributaries.

The rivers in the state 
were maintaining a rising 
trend in most of the 
affected districts besides 
flowing above the danger 
mark in several places, 
an official said.

The highest number 
of 63,891 people 

have been affected in 
Bongaigaon, followed by 
31,500 in Dhemaji and 
13,239 in Majuli.

The bulletin added 
that five medical teams 
have also been deployed.

There are reports of 
16 roads damaged due to 
flood water in Bongaigaon 
and Dhemaji though no 
embankments have been 
breached so far.

Large scale erosion 
has been reported from 
several places in Baksa, 
Biswanath, Bongaigaon, 
Chirang, Goalpara, 
Cachar, Jorhat, Kokrajhar, 
Majuli, Morigaon, 
Nalbari, Sonitpur and 
Tinsukia, according to 
the bulletin.

Boy, 16, flees home after 
spending ₹ 10 lakh to play PUBG 

Mumbai, 27 Aug 
[PTI]: A 16-year-old 
boy ran away from 
home in the western 
suburb of Jogeshwari 
after his parents 
reprimanded him for 
allegedly spending ₹ 
10 lakh through online 
transactions for playing 
PUBG, police said on 
Friday.

The police 
subsequently traced 
the runaway teen to 
Mahakali Caves area 
in Andheri (east) on 
Thursday afternoon 
and sent him back to his 
parents, an official said.

The incident came 
to light on Wednesday 
evening, after the boy's 
father approached the 
MIDC police station 
with a missing person's 
complaint, and since 
the boy was a minor, 
the police registered a 
case of kidnapping and 
a search was launched, 

the official said.
During the probe, 

the boy's parents 
informed the police 
that the teenager had 
been addicted to PUBG 
since last month, and 
while playing on the 
mobile phone, he 
spent ₹ 10 lakh from 
his mother's bank 
account to get an ID 
and virtual currency 
to play the game, he 
said.

When the parents 
found out about the 
online transaction, 
they scolded the boy, 
following which he wrote 
a letter and left the home, 
the official said.

With the help 
of informants and 
technical analysis, the 
crime branch team 
managed to trace the 
boy, who was sent 
back to his parents 
after counselling, he 
added.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND 

VETERINARY SERVICES 
KRISHI BHAWAN, TADONG

No. 2444/AH/VS(Admn)     Dated: 26.08.2021

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Applications are invited from local domiciled (COI and SSC holders) 
candidates for filling up of 08 (Eight) posts of Veterinary Officers in the 
Department of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services.
The selection and engagement of above pots is purely on temporary/adhoc 
basis for the period of two years. The incumbents shall not have any right 
or claim for regular appointment in the department after the expiry of 
stipulated period of appointment.

SL.
NO

NAME OF POST NO. OF 
VACANCY

MONTHLY PAY 
(CONSOLIDATED)

EDUCATIONAL 
QUALIFICATION

AGE 
LIMIT

1 Veterinary Officer 08 Rs.35000/-pm B.V.Sc & A.H 18-40 
years.

Interested eligible candidates may apply with photocopies of all requisite 
documents such as qualification, age, experience (if any), COI/SSC for 
registration on or before 10th September 2021 to the office of the under-
signed.
Further, candidates must bring requisite documents in original at the time 
and venue of Walk-in-Interview to be held on 16/09/2021 at department’s 
Training Centre located at Sokeythang from 10 am onwards.
The candidates selected are subjected to be posted at various farms or 
offices established by the department across the state. The decision of the 
selection committee constituted for conducting Walk-in-Interview shall be 
final and binding in all respect.
List of selected candidates shall be notified in the Notice Board of the 
department at Krishi Bhawan, Tadong, Gangtok after the completion of 
Walk-in-Interview.
No TA/DA shall be paid for attending the interview.

Sd/-
Khemray Bhhattarai, SCS

Joint Secretary to the Government of Sikkim
Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services Department.

R.O. No. 162/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22 Date 27.8.2021

SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK-737101

Memo No. 65 /SSTRB/ADM                                                Date:  27. 08. 2021

Date of Interview for the Post of Headmaster of Secondary 
School, Pracharya & Pradhan Adhyapak of Sanskrit Pathshala

The date of Screening-cum-Interview for the posts of Headmasters 
for Secondary Schools, Pracharya & Pradhan Adhyapak for Sanskrit 
Pathshalas, under the Department of Education, notified by SSTRB 
vide advertisement Memo No.63/SSTRB/ADM dated 26.07.2021 
scheduled from 6.08.2021,Friday, onwards and was later postponed 
vide Notification Memo No.64/SSTRB/ADM dated 02.08.2021.
The Screening-cum-Interview for the aforementioned posts shall 
now be held from September 06, 2021 (Monday) to September 
14, 2021 (Tuesday) at SSTRB; Syari, Gangtok.

For any assistance, please contact:                                                                   
Mr. M.K Pradhan, Exams Officer, SSTRB                                                                              
+917872861250    
+919832043025
Email:sstrb2019@gmail.com

   Sd/-
 (Secretary)

 Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board

R.O No. 164/IPR/PUB/Classi, Dated: 27.08.21

Animal Husbandry Minister 
inaugurates Veterinary Dispensary

GYALSHING, 27 
AUG [IPR]: Minister 
for Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Animal 
Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services 
Departments, Lok Nath 
Sharma inaugurated 
the newly established 
Veterinary Dispensary 
at Upper Parengaon 
under Rinchenpong 
Constituency, West 
District today. He was 
accompanied by the 
Chairperson, State 
Bank of Sikkim, DB 
Gurung, Secretary 
Agriculture, Rinzing 
C Bhutia, Secretary 
AH&VS, Dr Sangey 
D Bhutia, Directors, 
Additional Directors, 
District Nodal Officers, 
Field functionaries, 
Panchayats and farmers.

The newly 
established Veterinary 
Dispensary is a well-
equipped single storey 
facility, which has five 
rooms comprising 
of Laboratory-cum-
treatment room, 
Medicine Dispensing 
Room, Office, Store Room 
and Lavatory facilities. 
The infrastructure 
was constructed at an 
estimated cost of Rupees 
twenty four lakhs, eighty 
eight thousand, two 
hundred and eighty, only. 
Considering the utmost 
need of the veterinary 
services in the village 
and nearby region, the 
land approx. one hectare 
was purchased from 
Namgey Bhutia from 
Parengaon. 

The inauguration 
programme was 
followed by Awareness-

cum-token distribution 
programme at 
Mangalbaria.

After the 
inauguration, the 
Minister also addressed 
local public in a brief 
function held at Upper 
Parengaon, duly 
following the COVID 
guidelines.

He congratulated the 
people of the peripheries 
for the notable 
development of the 
Veterinary Dispensary 
in the Animal Husbandry 
sector and expressed 
gratitude to the land 
owner for his noble 
gesture towards the 
society. 

He highlighted 
the farmers friendly 
policies and the 
schemes envisioned 
and implemented by 
the state government 
under the able 
leadership of the Chief 
Minister, Prem Singh 
Tamang. He emphasised 
on the objectives 
of Mukhya Mantri 

Krishi Atmanirbhar 
Yojana, Mukhya Mantri 
Pashupalan Samridhi 
Yojana and threw light 

on the advantages of the 
favourable climate and 
suitability of the region 
for the cultivation to 

obtain optimum financial 
benefits through these 
notified schemes.

He also welcomed 
the proposal of 
unemployed youths to 
come forward to acquire 
subsidized loans to start 
up Dairy farming and 
a lucrative profession 
in the Agriculture and 
Horticulture sector. The 
Government is fully 
committed to provide 
all possible support 
in various spheres for 
the augmentation of 
socio-economic status 
of rural population 
with strengthening 
various mediums for 
sustainable source of 
livelihood, he stated.

Nat’l Campaign on Food and Nutrition 
for Central Pendam farmers

GANGTOK, 27 AUG (PIB): 
Traditionally agricultural 
interventions have 
focused on increasing 
food production and 
raising incomes to 
reduce malnutrition, 
hunger and poverty. 
Important contribution 
of agriculture towards 
nutrition and health is 
increased rural income 
allowing people to 
improve their diets. The 
poor are overwhelmingly 
located in rural areas and 
derive a significant share 
of their income from 
agricultural activities. 

ICAR-Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra-East Sikkim 
organized National 
Campaign on “Food and 
Nutrition for Farmers” 
in connection with 
celebration of Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav at 
Central Pendam village, 
East Sikkim on 26 Aug, 
2021. 

A total of 48 
participants attended 
the national campaign 
programme which 
included farmers and 
farmwomen, extension 
functionaries, Panchayat 

Members, officials from 
ATMA, East, Scientists 
and officials from ICAR, 
Sikkim Centre and KVK-
East Sikkim. During the 
programme Farmers’-
Scientist Interaction 
on “Integrated Organic 
Farming System” was also 
conducted which was 
sponsored by ATMA, East, 
Agriculture Department, 
Govt of Sikkim.

The programme was 
organised under the 
dynamic leadership 
of Joint Director, Dr 
RK Avasthe, ICAR 
Research Complex for 
NEH Region, ICAR, 
Sikkim Centre, Tadong 
and shared his ideas 
on the importance of 
balanced, adequate 
and nutritional rich 
food for farmers. 
Agricultural strategies 
should be designed 
to minimize risks and 
maximize the benefits 
to nutrition and health 
across the entire value 
chain from production to 
consumption.

In-charge KVK-East 
Sikkim, Dr JK Singh, 
Ranipool spoke on the use 

of different agricultural 
practices not only to 
increase food production 
but also to enhance 
nutrition and health.

S c i e n t i s t 
(Horticulture), Dr Sudip 
Kr Datta deliberated 
on the packages and 
practices of vegetable 
production. He also 
stated the role of fruits 
and vegetables in the diet 
of farmers to keep them 
healthy.

Scientist (Agronomy), 
Dr Amit Kumar stated 
the importance of soil 
nutrients for production 
and productivity of 
crops. He also focused on 
biofortification efforts to 
breed and disseminate 
crops that are rich in 
micronutrients.

Programme Assistant, 
Anushree Gogoi detailed 
about the nutrition 
garden and consumption 
of balanced and nutrition 
rich diet of farmer and 
farm women.

The program ended 
with the vote of thanks 
proposed by BTM, 
Darshan Kaltu, ATMA-
East.

Sikkimese strength-lifter heaves in Nepal

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok, 27 Aug: 

International strength 
lifter from Sikkim, 

Pema Dorjee Bhutia 
gave a demonstration 
on strength lifting on 
25 August at Bhadrapur, 
Jhapa in Nepal. 

He was invited by 
former international 
bodybuilder from Nepal 
and Dharmashree 
awardee, Jeevan Giri, who 
has recently introduced 
strength lifting in Nepal. 
He was accompanied by 
another international 
strength lifter from 
Sikkim, Homnath 
Shiwakoti.

Mr Bhutia, who is 
also the chief coach of 

Sikkim Strength Lifting 
Association, mentioned 
that the demonstration 
was attended by some 
eminent sportspersons, 
social workers and 
bodybuilders of Nepal. 

He expressed his 
gratitude to Mr Giri 
for inviting him to give 
a demonstration on 
strength lifting and 
further expressed hope 
that introduction of 
sports like strength 
lifting in Nepal would 
further strengthen good 
relationship between the 
two countries. 

He also expressed 
hope that Nepal would 
produce quality strength 
lifters in the near future.
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Respect Belief, Don’t Foist It
…don’t force its celebration either

A godman is behind bars, not the first of his ilk to end up 
there and not even the first to have been accused and 

convicted of rape. His followers are upset and violently so, 
and there is nothing new in that reaction as well. In fact, it 
is not something unique to godmen and their cults either 
because one has seen such passionate responses from 
bhakts of politicians as well. But just because these things 
are known to happen does not make them excusable, and 
while it is all too easy to dismiss cults and their converts as 
illogically faiths and blind followers, it is perhaps because 
of this dismissive attitude that seemingly outlandish and 
even obviously manipulative ideologies manage to win 
so many followers, who, because they have been at the 
receiving end of discrimination so much, cease to see the 
difference between criminal transgressions and divine 
interventions. Take Gurmeet Ram Rahim for instance. 
This region knows him as Slacks/ Capri Baba and learned 
of his roving eyes many years ago. It is easy to mock and 
ridicule him, and TV channels have been going to town 
running him and his followers down. But, every time we 
do that, we reinforce the reasons why his devotees have 
gravitated to him so strongly. Followers of such cults 
seek out such icons to escape from the caste and class 
discriminations which refuse to respect their individuality 
and deny even their existence. It then becomes easy for 
them to convince themselves that the system which has 
failed them so miserably was also conspiring against their 
faith and its leader. When the media and commentators 
resort to snide remarks and ridicule to embellish their 
reportage, they reinforce these beliefs and perpetuate 
the stereotypes which had convinced so many to move 
away in the first place. In that sense, it is perhaps time 
to introduce more nuance and lessen the melodrama in 
news broadcasts and commentary.

Beliefs, religious or political, after all, are personal 
possessions and pursuits, they require no justification, 
demand no logic but because we live in a secular 
democracy, require every individual to respect the belief 
structures held dear by others. It is as simple as that. 
The operative term here is ‘respect,’ along with which 
comes the responsibility of observing restraint, realising 
that belief systems need to be respected, which is not 
the same as the right to force it on others. What would 
be even more irresponsible would be to blur the lines 
between the religious and the political, a line which is 
being crossed increasingly more often nowadays. For 
everyone shocked by the violence that arrived in the 
wake of the latest godman’s conviction, past excesses 
committed in the name of faith need to be revisited to 
realize how common such madness is. And no, there 
really is no difference “organized” religion and cults 
when it comes to such matters. India started off with a 
very simple idea of secularism – the people and their 
representatives can subscribe to any religion they want 
but their government can have none. It was as simple as 
that, but then we had to go ahead and complicate things 
by trying to foist personal ideas of morality and values 
on the entire country. Take the latest obsession with 
banning beef or banning cow slaughter – it is a minority 
obsession force-fed into the minds of the majority faith 
and is now being promoted all over the country. What 
the blinkered minds don’t realize is that even beef eaters 
do not traditionally slaughter cows for milk. Apart from 
being uncomfortable with the idea of eating something 
which has nourished them her whole life, even the meat 
is not considered tender enough to be palatable unless 
on the table of the most impoverished who can afford no 
other source of protein. So, in most cases, the cow is not 
slaughtered for meat and in most cases it is not even sold 
for the leather. When governments ban its slaughter, they 
appear to be suggesting that the traditional practices are 
somehow not dependable enough to protect gau mata. 
That is problematic and reflective of attitudes which have 
been pushing people away (yes, even into cults like the 
one in the news of late). While on holy cows, if the intent 
is really to treat the gau mata better, then a legislation 
should be brought in which mandates that cattle grows in 
free ranges and not cooped for life in a stable.

Because Faith commands complete acceptance, 
when it is invoked to push ideological stands (however 
ill-informed they may be), they come in conflict with the 
people’s right to make informed choices and decisions. 
India remains a secular country in principle and its 
citizens need to reinforce these credentials with more 
conviction by building public pressure to ensure that 
we neither mock nor celebrate any faith over others and 
don’t foist one set of beliefs to demonise anyone else. 

Why Students Learn Better When They Move Their 
Bodies – Instead of Sitting Still at Their Desks

KATIE HEADRICK TAYLOR
theconversation.com

My son’s kindergarten 
teachers, holding class on 
Zoom last year, instructed: 

“Eyes watching, ears listening, 
voices quiet, bodies still.” However, 
I noticed my 6-year-old’s hands 
would stay busy with items found 
around our house, building with 
Legos, shaping clay or doodling with 
a crayon.

While some might describe this 
child as being “off task,” research 
suggests his manipulation of 
materials actually aroused his mind, 
allowing it to focus on the required 
task.

As a parent of two school-
aged children and a professor 
and researcher of learning with 
technology, I believe current 
models of remote education are 
inefficient for learning, teaching and 
productivity.

That’s because sitting in front 
of a computer screen subdues, or 
completely detaches people from, 
many of the sense-making abilities 
of their bodies. To learn most 
efficiently, our minds depend on the 
movement of our bodies, working 
with a variety of tools, being in 
dynamic places and having our 
collaborators nearby.

THE BODY’S ROLE IN THINKING
Most notably, remote learning 

assumes that as long as the mind is 
engaged, it’s fine if the body stays 
still. But this argument is backward.

Research from embodied 
cognition – the study of the body’s 
role in thinking – shows that the 
body must first be interacting with 
the world to activate and open up 
the mind for learning.

That’s why, for example, students 
working with a variety of tools and 
materials during a learning activity 

are better able to grasp abstract 
concepts, such as gravitational 
acceleration or fractions.

To ask students to sit still while 
performing their work actually 
increases their cognitive load, or 
the burden on the mind. It requires 
them to concentrate on quieting 
their bodies, which are seeking out 
avenues for sense-making, as well as 
on the primary task that fixes them 
to their desk or digital screen.

As psychologists Christine 
Langhanns and Hermann Müller 
concluded from studies of people 
solving math problems, “Sitting 
quietly is not necessarily the best 
condition for learning in school.”

LEARNING FROM OUR 
ENVIRONMENT

Humans’ internal thoughts are 
extensions of the world around 
them. The technologies and tools 
they use, the people they collaborate 
with, the walk they take to school 
or work, all evoke feelings in the 
body. Their minds then assemble 
these feelings, making meaning or 
thoughts that are informed by past 
experiences.

In this way, thoughts are iterative. 
People sense their way through 
current moments while bringing to 
bear what they have learned over 
the body’s accumulated history. 
Learning to safely cross the road, for 
instance, takes practice. Over time, 
the brain organizes input from the 
senses to recognize a good time for 
crossing.

IMPORTANCE OF GESTURE
Gesture is yet another essential 

use of the body for thinking and 
learning.

Not only do people’s hand 
movements, head turns and shrugs 
add nuance and emphasis to words 
spoken to listeners, gestures help 
speakers form thoughts into words 

before speaking them.
In problem-solving scenarios, 

research shows that for many 
math learners, their gestures 
show they understand strategies 
before they can articulate those 
solutions through speech. In this 
way, educators trained to look for 
and understand gesture can see 
a learner’s process and progress 
in understanding concepts before 
a student is able to translate that 
understanding to speech or a 
written test.

Additionally, educators and 
other experts can use gesture to 
more efficiently explain concepts to 
students and novices. Gestures make 
abstractions visible, giving them 
temporary form.

A view of the whole person, 
therefore, facilitates learning from 
one another. But that’s a stark 
contrast to a year spent seeing only 
the faces of fellow students and 
teachers, or just a blank box. 

GET READY TO MOVE
Some students will remain online 

this school year – due to health or 
other concerns – while others will 
return to in-person classrooms. I 
believe both models of school can 
better incorporate the body to 
support learning. The following tips 
are for educators designing remote 
or in-person classes, though parents 
and students can also encourage 
and help sustain an active classroom 
culture.

1. Normalize movement 
during classes, not just during 
movement breaks. For instance, 
make a neighborhood walk the 
mode of inquiry for the day’s science 
lesson. Ask students to bring back 
their observations to the whole 
group.

2. Begin every class with time 
to assemble different materials 

to think and work with, such as 
notebooks and different kinds of 
paper, various writing and drawing 
instruments, putty and blocks. 
Incorporate interaction with these 
tools throughout the lesson.

3. Encourage and use 
gestures. If online, invite camera 
use, and back away to give students 
a wider view.

4. Build in time for students to 
tune in to how their body is feeling 
as a window into their emotional 
state.

5. Provide opportunities 
for iteration, practicing a task in 
different contexts and with different 
tools and people that engage the 
body in different ways. The content 
or big idea stays the same, but how 
and with whom students engage 
shifts.

6. If online, try out 
videoconferencing platforms like 
Ohyay that try to replicate physical 
closeness and movement in a virtual 
space.

7. Consider the classroom 
as extending out into the school 
campus and neighborhood. Allowing 
students to experience a familiar 
location in a different way, with their 
classmates and teacher, can evoke 
new perspectives and thoughts.

Teachers, parents and students 
can all change their expectations 
of what being “on task” looks like. 
Walking, running or dancing may 
not seem related to a particular task 
at hand, but these activities often 
help people do their best thinking. 
Activating the body activates the 
mind, so “seat time” might better be 
titled “activity time.”

[the writer is Associate 
Professor of Learning Sciences 

and Human Development, 
University of Washington]

7 tips for LGBTQ parents to help 
schools fight stigma and ignorance

Abbie E. Goldberg
theconversation.com
Many parents want to ensure 
that their kids are in classrooms 
where they and their families are 
respected and embraced. However, 
as a psychologist and researcher 
who has studied LGBTQ parents’ 
relationships with schools for over 
a decade, I have found that LGBTQ 
parents often have specific concerns 
when it comes to inclusion and 
acceptance.

“[We have] always been very 
upfront that we are a family with 
two moms,” reported one parent 
in my research. “If the [school] was 
going to have an issue, we wanted to 
get the vibe early so we could find 
an alternative so our child didn’t 
have to suffer due to their closed-
mindedness.”

LGBTQ parents who live in 
less gay-friendly communities are 
more likely to describe feelings of 
mistreatment by their children’s 
schools. Such experiences may 
prompt parents to confront negative 
treatment.

Based on my research and 
surveys with hundreds of LGBTQ 
families, here are suggestions for 
how LGBTQ caregivers can advocate 
for themselves and their children if 
they run into stigma or ignorance. 
The statements quoted below are 
from various participants in my 
research.

1. TALK TO THE SCHOOL PRE-
EMPTIVELY

“I always tell the teachers in 
advance that I am a transgender 
gestational parent so they don’t 
think my kids are lying when they 
say their father gave birth to them.”

Engage the school in a 
conversation about your family 
prior to the start of the school year. 
Explain the basic details of your 
family, what your child calls each 
parent, and other important adults 
in your child’s life such as the donor 
or birth parents. Ask if they have 
any questions or would like you to 
suggest some resources.

2. GET INVOLVED
“My presence in these spaces is 

a constant reminder to the staff that 
there is a gay parent in the room.”

Join the PTA or Diversity 
Committee, or attend their meetings 
and gradually seek out leadership 
positions. Volunteer in the classroom 
or at school events.

3. PROVIDE INPUT AND 
SUGGESTIONS

“We bought books for the class 
library about different kinds of 
families, and arranged for PFLAG [a 
national advocacy group for LGBTQ+ 
people] and local LGBTQ groups to 
present to staff at our kids’ schools.”

Highlight for schools where 
paperwork can be more inclusive, 
such as “Parent 1” and “Parent 
2” instead of “Mother” and 
“Father.” Provide input about 
how celebrations, curriculum and 
classroom visuals could be more 
inclusive of LGBTQ-parent families, 
or donate inclusive books or other 
materials.

4. INVESTIGATE POLICIES
Establish whether the school has 

procedures in place for dealing with 
sexist, homophobic and transphobic 
behavior at school. What are their 
policies against bullying? If sexual 
and gender identity and expression 
are not covered in such policies, 
advocate for including them.

5. TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN
“We have told them that every 

family is different. … We told them 
that some people don’t understand 
these differences and to feel free to 
come to us at any time if they have 

questions.”
Check in with your children 

about what they are experiencing 
at school. Use general questions, 
such as “What is your teacher like?” 
or “Tell me about recess today.” 
Convey that you will listen to them 
if something is going on at school, 
and you’ll talk together about how to 
handle it.

6. EMPOWER YOUR CHILDREN
“There’s a lot of ‘That’s gay’ or 

‘You’re gay.’ When someone says to 
my daughter, ‘Your mom’s gay,’ she 
says, ‘Actually, she is.’”

Build your child’s confidence and 
sense of pride. If possible, connect 
them to other children with LGBTQ 
parents. This can make a difference 
in terms of their self-esteem. 
Help them develop a repertoire of 
potential responses to teasing — 
such as telling a teacher, ignoring 
it or responding to an insensitive 
question with a straightforward set 
of facts. Consider outlining or role-
playing possible scenarios.

7. GET SUPPORT
“We did a presentation to the 

first grade class. … With the school’s 
permission, we shared how our 
family was created, and other 
parents joined in and shared their 
stories as well so as to not single out 
our son.”

Find a community of other 
LGBTQ parents at school, in your 
community or online. You may also 
find allies in non-LGBTQ parents 
who want diverse and inclusive 

schools. 
BENEFITS OF INCLUSIVE 

SCHOOLS
Research has shown that 

attending schools where LGBTQ 
topics and historical figures are 
incorporated into the curriculum, or 
where there are supports for LGBTQ 
people, benefits the mental health 
and self-esteem of children with 
LGBTQ parents. Having classmates 
who also have LGBTQ parents can 
also help.

Furthermore, children with 
LGBTQ parents who attend LGBTQ-
inclusive schools may be less likely to 
experience bullying than those who 
attend schools with more negative 
environments. One study found 
that children of LGBTQ parents who 
attended schools without LGBTQ 
issues in the curriculum showed 
higher levels of withdrawn and 
aggressive behavior, along with 
more social problems.

Undoubtedly, LGBTQ parents 
are also thinking about the school’s 
quality and reputation, class sizes, 
safety and ability to meet their 
children’s needs and interests.

In seeking out inclusive schools 
and advocating for their children, 
LGBTQ parents should be sure to give 
themselves a break. It is impossible 
to fight or win every battle, and the 
reality is that LGBTQ parents should 
not have to fight these battles at all.

[the writer is Professor of 
Psychology, Clark University]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH
Another Assam woman injured in attack by lover

Rangia (Assam), Aug 
26 (PTI): A woman 
was critically injured 
after she was attacked 
allegedly by a man with 
whom she was engaged 
in an extra-marital affair, 
a police officer in Kamrup 
district of Assam said on 
Thursday.

The development 
comes close on the heels 
of a college girl losing her 
life in a similar machete 
attack by her estranged 
lover in Dhemaji district, 
sparking outrage across 
the state.

In the Kamrup 

district incident, both 
the man and woman are 
married.

The accused had 
asked her to meet him 
near Dhopatari market 
on Wednesday evening 
and when she arrived, 

he attacked her with 
a machete, Changsari 
police station Officer-in-
Charge Bhaskar Barman 
said.

The accused, who is 
a butcher by profession, 
then went to the police 

station and surrendered.
However, it is still 

not clear what prompted 
her to attack the woman 
who is now undergoing 
treatment at Gauhati 
Medical College and 
Hospital. She hails 
from Panbari village in 
neighbouring Darrang 
district.

"Because of his 
relationship with the 
woman, the accused's 
wife had left him," 
Barman said.

A court on Thursday 
remanded him to five 
days of police custody.

Five truckers killed by militants 
in Assam's Dima Hasao

Diphu/Haflong, Aug 
27 (PTI): Five truckers 
transporting coal 
were killed and their 
vehicles set ablaze by 
suspected militants in 
Assam's Dima Hasao 
district, police said on 
Friday.

A group of 
suspected Dimasa 
National Liberation 
Army militants opened 
fire at the trucks lined 
up in the Rangerbeel 
area, around 5 km from 
the Diyunmukh police 
station, on Thursday 
night, they said.

Two truck drivers 
were shot dead, while 
three others were 
burnt to death when 

their vehicles were set 
ablaze by the militants, 
police said.

The trucks were 
carrying coal from 
Umrangshu in Dima 
Hasao to Lanka in Hojai 
district, they said.

C o m b i n g 
operations were 
launched to nab the 
militants, police said.

A senior district 
police officer said that 
security was beefed up 
in the area.

The truck owners 
claimed that the 
militants demanded 
money from them.

They urged the 
authorities to ensure 
adequate security.

Section of Congress, AIUDF in Assam hand in 
glove with BJP: Trinamool's Sushmita Dev

Accusing a section 
of the Congress 

and AIUDF of being in 
cahoots with the BJP 
in Assam, TMC leader 
Sushmita Dev has said 
there is a "vacuum" in the 
opposition space in the 
state and the Northeast 
which her new party can 
fill.
Kolkata: Accusing a 
section of the Congress 
and AIUDF of being in 
cahoots with the BJP 
in Assam, TMC leader 
Sushmita Dev has said 
there is a "vacuum" in the 
opposition space in the 
state and the Northeast 
which her new party can 
fill.

Ms Dev, who was 
one of the national 
spokespersons of 
the Congress and its 
women''s wing chief, 
switched over to the TMC 
last week.

She feels her joining 
the TMC will not come 
in the way of an alliance 
between the two parties 
at the national level as 
"politics is not about 
charity". She said 
the Congress, too, is 
inducting people from 
other parties.

"It is indeed a big 
change and step in my 
thirty-year-old political 
career. Politics is also 
about being relevant and 
serving the people. Certain 
decisions that the Congress 
took in the greater interest 
of the party had a negative 
impact in the area from 
where I come. I had 
felt that if we lose the 
2021 election, we won't 
have the face to ask the 
electorate to vote for us 
again," Ms Dev told PTI in 
an interview.

The former Congress 
MP from Assam's Silchar 
questioned the "intent" 
of the Congress and 
opposition parties like 
the AIUDF of fighting 
against the BJP in Assam 
and the Northeast.

"We allied in Assam 
to defeat the BJP. But 
what was demoralising 
was that after we lost the 

elections, several leaders 
of Congress, AIUDF and 
some other opposition 
parties started praising 
the chief minister. A 
section of leaders of 
these opposition parties 
is hand in gloves with 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
(Assam CM).

"My question is if the 
mainstream opposition 
parties have joined 
hands with the BJP, then 
where is the opposition 
in Assam. Who will 
oppose the anti-people 
policies of the BJP?" she 
asked.

Noting that revival of 
the Congress in Assam 
and the Northeast is a 
tough task, Dev said, 
"There are some defeats 
from which you can 
recover and stand on 
your feet, and there are 
some defeats after which 
it is tough to make a 
turnaround."

When asked what 
prompted her to join 
the TMC, she said her 
former party was not 
in a position to take on 
the BJP in the region. 
"Changing my ideology 
was out of the question. 
I am anti-BJP and will 
continue to oppose their 
divisive politics. After 
the assembly elections 
in five states, Congress 
lost in Assam, Puduerry, 
Kerala....but Mamata 
didi managed to sail 
through and stop the 
BJP juggernaut. She is 
a national leader after 
her spectacular victory," 
she said, explaining the 

reason for her quitting 
the Congress.

She said the Congress, 
which ruled Assam for 
decades, is "confused".

"There is an 
opposition vacuum in 
Assam and the TMC will 
fill this gap. they are 
serious about it," she 
said.

Ms Dev said the TMC, 
Mamata Banerjee and 
party general secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee are 
serious about fighting 
the BJP in Assam and 
other states of the 
Northeast but currently 
the main focus is on the 
2023 Tripura assembly 
polls.

When asked whether 
her switchover to the 
TMC would impact the 
Congress-TMC unity at 
the national level, Dev 
replied in the negative.

"The TMC has 
made it clear that it is 
not poaching leaders 
from other parties, but 
if anyone is inspired 
by Mamata Banerjee, 
then they are welcome. 
Congress too inducts 
leaders from other 
parties such as BJP, 
Shiv Sena, TRS. They 
also induct people from 
diametrically opposite 
parties," she said.

Ms Dev, however, 
refrained from 
commenting on the 
accusations of a "drift in 
the Congress" and said 
the party has an able 
leadership.

She said it was too 
early to comment on who 

will be the leader of the 
opposition alliance if it 
takes shape ahead of the 
Lok Sabha elections.

"It is a pertinent 
question and it has to be 
answered. But the Lok 
Sabha polls are still three 
years away. It''s still too 
early. First, we have to 
tell the nation that we 
can work together and 
then prove that we are 
a formidable force. We 
have to walk the talk 
on issues against the 
government and take 
it to task. Then at an 
appropriate time we can 
answer this question," 
she said.

Speaking on the issue 
of the CAA and NRC in 
Assam as her new party 
TMC has opposed both, 
Dev said CAA is a half-
baked solution by the 
BJP but maintained that 
the issue of the stateless 
people under the NRC 
in Assam has to be 
addressed.

"I am neither in 
favour nor in opposition 
to CAA. The CAA evoked 
emotions in Assam which 
is what BJP wanted. 
Now that the election 
is over, they have gone 
silent. It is a half-baked 
solution. What I said was 
that those who were 
left out of the National 
Register of Citizens in 
Assam cannot remain 
stateless. There has to 
be a solution within the 
constitutional framework. 
But BJP twisted and 
misinterpreted my 
statement," she said.

Fire at chemical factory kills 
10 in southern Pakistan

KARACHI, Pakistan 
(AP): A massive fire 
broke out at a chemical 
factory in Pakistan’s 
southern port city of 
Karachi on Friday, killing 
at least 10 workers and 
injuring several others, 
police and a government 
spokesman said.

It was not 
immediately clear 
what caused the fire in 
the congested Mehran 
Town neighborhood. 
TV footage showed 
f i r e f i g h t e r s 
dousing the flames, 
as ambulances 
c o n t i n u e d 
transporting victims to a 

government hospital.
Murtaza Wahab, 

a spokesman for the 
provincial government, 
told reporters that the 
firefighters had almost 
extinguished the fire. He 
said officers had been 
asked to investigate 
what caused the fire. 
He said officers will 
also check whether the 
owner had installed 
fire extinguishing 
equipment.

Karachi is the capital 
of Sindh province, where 
many people have set up 
factories in residential 
areas in violation of 
building codes.

Brown sugar worth Rs 15 lakh 
seized in Odisha's Balasore

Balasore, Aug 27 
(PTI): Three persons 
were arrested in Odisha's 
Balasore district on 
Friday with brown 
sugar worth Rs 15 lakh, 
officials said.

Excise sleuths 
intercepted a van on 
National Highway 60 in 
Jaleswar and seized 150 

gm of the narcotic, which 
was being transported to 
Jajpur, they said.

Three persons, 
including a woman, were 
arrested, they added.

Three days back the 
police seized 500 gm 
of brown sugar worth 
about Rs 50 lakh from 
Jaleswar.

Two girls rescued 
in Assam's Hojai

NAGAON, AUG 27 (PTI): 
Two girls were rescued 
by the police in Assam's 
Hojai district, officials 
said on Friday.

On being informed 
that a 16-year-old girl 
was married to a man, the 
district Childline along 
with police conducted 
a special operation on 
Thursday evening and 
rescued the girl, they 
said.

The man, however, 
managed to escape and 
a search operation was 
launched to nab him, 

they added.
In another incident, 

a girl was brought here by 
a man from Dimapur in 
Nagaland, officials said.

She was also rescued 
in an operation by the 
Childline and the police.

The man, who is alleged 
to have married two more 
girls, gave the police a slip 
and a search is on to arrest 
him, officials said.

The two rescued girls 
were sent to the Hojai Child 
Welfare Centre after their 
medical examination, they 
said.

'Killing patients with fire': Supreme 
Court raps Gujarat on safety rules 

NEW DELHI, 27 AUG 
[NDTV]: Gujarat's move 
to ease hospital building 
safety rules amid Covid 
was slammed today 
by the Supreme Court, 
which put the order on 
hold and said: "To save 
lives in the pandemic 
we are killing people 
with fire."

A Gujarat order 
on July 8 had said no 
action would be taken 
against buildings 
without "Building Use 
Permission" till March 
next year.

"The Gujarat 
g o v e r n m e n t 
notification goes 
against public health 
and safety. In the 
effort to save people 
in pandemic we are 
killing people by fire," 
the Supreme Court 
said.

Eight Covid patients 
were killed in a fire 
in August last year 
at Shrey Hospital 
in Ahmedabad. In 
November, six people 
died at Rajkot's Uday 
Shivanand Hospital. 
The police said the fire 
started in the ICU. In 
May, 18 people died in 

another hospital fire, 
in Bharuch.

The Supreme Court, 
which had ordered 
fire safety audits for 
hospitals across India 
after the fires, was 
furious at the state 
government for trying 
to relax safety rules 
for hospital buildings 
despite these incidents.

"There are 
hospitals that have 
been running for over 
30 years without 
requisite permissions 
and safety measures. 
We are constantly only 
exempting developers 
who are violating laws, 
that is all we are doing 
in this country," the 
judges said.

Justice MR Shah 
told the Gujarat 
government lawyer: 
"Have you seen the 
condition of ICUs? 7-8 
beds in small rooms. 
We are not passing any 
orders on ICUs because 
this is an emergency 
situation we are in. But 
if you were to go by 
ICMR (Indian Council 
of Medical Research) 
rules then 80 per cent 
of the ICUs would have 

to shut down."
Justice DY 

Chandrachud stressed 
that the government 
could not allow such 
illegal buildings.

"If the government 
allows such illegal 
buildings to function 
then it's going to be 
very unsafe. You can't 
have nursing homes 
that have five floors 
and no lifts. Or no 
proper exits. We will be 
permitting dangerous 
establishments to 
continue if we keep 
giving liberties like 
this," said Justice 
Chandrachud.

"By granting 
exemption and stays 
we are conniving if we 
do this. We can't cure 
all ills in Indian society 
but we must do what 
we can as judges to 
uphold the rule of law," 
he added.

The Gujarat 
government had 
clarified that its 
notification didn't 
mean that it was 
relaxing rules on fire 
safety compliance. But 
the court emphasised 
that Building Use 

Permissions were 
equally important and 
said it was appalling 
that many hospitals 
had yet to obtain them.

"It appears that 
by taking cover of the 
pandemic a benefit has 
been conferred upon the 
developers. The town 
planning and building 
use rules were made for 
protecting the health 
of people. We want 
compliance. If someone 
is running a nursing 
home for 38 years 
without building use 
permissions in that case 
the Gujarat government's 
notification is equivalent 
to condoning gross 
irregularities and that 
goes against public 
health and safety," the 
two-judge bench said.

Senior advocate 
Dushyant Dave, who 
appeared on behalf of 
the victims of these 
fires, requested the 
court, "These hospitals 
have made millions 
during COVID. Can 
compensation be granted 
to these people who lost 
lives to these tragedies?" 
The Supreme Court said 
it would decide later.
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After stroke, Cairns suffers paralysis in 
legs during life-saving surgery: Lawyer

Melbourne, Aug 27 
(PTI): Former New 
Zealand all-rounder 
Chris Cairns has suffered 
paralysis in his legs 
after after the stroke in 
his spine during a life-
saving heart surgery in 
Australia, according to 
reports.

The 51-year-old has 
returned to Australian 
capital Canberra where 
he lives, but remains in 
a serious condition after 
suffering complications 
following major heart 
surgery in Sydney.

"During the life 
saving emergency heart 
surgery Chris underwent 
in Sydney he suffered a 
stroke in his spine. This 
has resulted in paralysis 
in his legs," Cairns' 
lawyer Aaron Lloyd said 
on Friday in a statement 
published in stuff.co.nz.

"As a result he 

will be undertaking 
a significant 
rehabilitation process 
at a specialist spinal 
hospital in Australia."

Cairns faces a long 
road to recovery after 
he suffered an aortic 
dissection, a major 
medical event which 
saw him transferred to 
Sydney's St Vincent's 
Hospital on life support 
earlier this month.

Aortic dissection is 
a serious condition in 
which a tear happens 
in the inner layer of 
the body's main artery 
(aorta).

"Chris and his family 
remain appreciative 
of the immense public 
support as they deal 
with this difficult time. 
They also appreciate 
the way in which 
their privacy has been 
respected," the statement 

from his family read.
Cairns' condition 

was described as 
"serious but stable" on 
August 11 on transfer 
to Sydney. Last week, he 
was off life support and 
communicating with his 
family.

One of the best all-

rounders of his time, 
Cairns played 62 Tests, 
215 ODIs and two T20Is 
for New Zealand between 
1989 and 2006.

He was named one of 
the Wisden Almanack's 
cricketers of the year in 
2000 when at the peak 
of his powers. His father 

Lance Cairns also played 
Test cricket for New 
Zealand.

Cairns and his 
wife Melanie live in 
Canberra and have two 
young children.

The 51-year-old, 
however, also faced 
allegations of match-

fixing when he played 
in the now-defunct 
Indian Cricket League 
in 2008 and fought 
many legal battles to 
prove his innocence 
during which he won 
a defamation case 
against IPL founder 
Lalit Modi in London in 
2012.

He again faced 
fixing allegations from 
fellow cricketers Lou 
Vincent and Brendon 
McCullum before being 
acquitted of perjury and 
perverting the course 
of justice following a 
gruelling trial in London 
court in 2015.

Fighting corruption 
allegations took a toll on 
his life and at one point 
of time, he had to take up 
a job with the Auckland 
Council to drive trucks 
and clean bus shelters to 
foot the legal bills.

Man City defender Mendy 
charged with 4 counts of rape

M A N C H E S T E R , 
ENGLAND (AP): 
Manchester City left back 
Benjamin Mendy has 
been charged with four 
counts of rape and one 
count of sexual assault, 
police said Thursday.

The 27-year-old 
Mendy was suspended 
by City pending an 
investigation.

“The charges relate 
to three complainants 
over the age of 16 and 
are alleged to have taken 
place between October 
2020 and August 2021,” 
Cheshire Police said in a 
statement.

Mendy was to 

remain in police custody 
overnight and is due 
to appear in court on 
Friday, police said.

Mendy’s agent did 
not immediately respond 
to an email from The 
Associated Press seeking 
comment.

Mendy joined City 
from Monaco in 2017 
and has won the Premier 
League three times and 
the English League Cup 
twice.

He played against 
Tottenham on the 
opening weekend of the 
Premier League season 
but didn’t feature against 
Norwich on Saturday.

Paralympics cycling medalist tests positive for doping
TOKYO (AP): Tokyo 
Paralympics medalist 
Marcin Polak of Poland 
has been provisionally 
suspended after testing 
positive for doping, the 
International Cycling 
Union said Friday.

Polak tested 
positive for the banned 
e n d u r a n c e - b o o s t e r 
EPO in a sample taken 
in Poland three weeks 
before the Tokyo 
Paralympics opened.

He could be stripped 
of the bronze medal he 
won in the men’s B 4,000 
meters individual pursuit 
on Wednesday — the day 
the testing laboratory in 
Warsaw notified the UCI 
of the positive test.

More of Polak’s 

previously taken samples 
have also tested positive 
for EPO, the UCI said 
of findings reported by 

the Polish anti-doping 
agency.

Polak, a former world 
champion in road and 

track events, was due to 
compete Saturday in the 
men’s B 1,000 meters 
time trial.

Sania-McHale cruise to semifinals at Cleveland
Cleveland (US), Aug 
27 (PTI): India's Sania 
Mirza and her American 
partner Christina 
McHale cruised to the 
semifinals of Tennis in 
the Land tournament 
with a straight set win 
over Lucie Hradecka 
and Shuai Zhang here.
Mirza and McHale 
hardly broke a 
sweat, beating Czech 
Republic's Hradecka 
and her Chinese partner 
Zhang 6-3 6-3 in one 
hour one minute in 
the women's doubles 
quarterfinals Thursday 
night.

The Indian-American 
pair impressed on first 
serve (78.9%) and 
converted five out of nine 

break points to claim a 
comfortable victory.

Mirza and McHale will 
take on Norway's Ulrikke 
Eikeri and American 

Catherine Harrison in the 
semifinals.

They are yet to drop 
a set in the tournament 
as they had defeated 

Georgia's Oksana 
Kalashnikova and her 
Romanian partner 
Andreea Mitu 6-3 6-2 in 
the opening round.

India's singles challenge ends in US Open qualifiers
New York, Aug 27 (PTI): 
India's singles challenge 
came to an end at the 
US Open qualifiers after 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran 
was handed a straight-
set defeat by American 
Christopher Eubanks in 
the second round here.

The world no.156 
Indian, who was looking 
to make his second 
appearance in the US 
Open main draws, went 
down 3-6 4-6 to Eubanks, 
ranked 216th, in a 
50-minute showdown on 
Thursday night.

The 31-year-old 
Gunneswaran had 
qualified for the main 
draw in 2019, when he 
had lost to Russia's Danil 
Medvedev in the opening 
round.

The two other Indian 
players in fray in the 
men's singles qualifiers, 

Sumit Nagal and 
Ramkumar Ramanathan, 
made opening-round 
exits earlier in the week.

Nagal lost 5-7 6-4 
3-6 to Argentina's Juan 

Pablo Ficovich while 
Ramkumar frittered 
away a one-set advantage 
to lose 6-4 6-7 (1) 4-6 to 
Russia's Evgeny Donskoy.

Ankita Raina was 

also ousted from the 
tournament after losing 
her first round match 
in women's singles 
qualifiers 3-6 6-2 4-6 to 
American Jamie Loeb.

Valtteri Bottas leads 
1st practice for 

Belgian Grand Prix
SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, 
Belgium (AP): Mercedes 
driver Valtteri Bottas 
posted the fastest time in 
the first practice for the 
Belgian Grand Prix on 
Friday.

He was .164 seconds 
quicker than Red Bull 
driver Max Verstappen, 
who led for most of the 
session.

AlphaTauri driver 
Pierre Gasly was .5 
seconds behind Bottas 
with the third fastest 
time.

Although seven-
time Formula One 
champion Lewis 
Hamilton finished 
18th place, he was 
on course to set a 
leading time before he 

was impeded by the 
Williams car of Nicholas 
Latifi with about 10 
minutes remaining.

A slight downpour 
shortly before the start 
and overcast skies made 
for damp conditions 
on the 7-kilometer 
(4.3-mile) Spa-
Francorchamps track.

Japanese driver 
Yuki Tsunoda spun his 
AlphaTauri car early in 
the session and veteran 
Kimi Raikkonen clipped a 
wall with his Alfa Romeo 
entering the pits toward 
the end.

There is a second 
practice later Friday.

Hamilton leads 
Verstappen by eight 
points after 11 races.

Bhavinaben Patel enters 
quarterfinals of Paralympics TT, 

becomes first player to do so

Tokyo, Aug 27 (PTI): 
Bhavinaben Patel on 
Friday became the first 
Indian table tennis 
player to enter the 
Paralympic quarterfinals 
with a dominating win 
over Joyce de Oliveira 
of Brazil in the women's 
singles Class 4 event at 
the Tokyo Games here.

The 34-year-old 
Indian beat her Brazillian 
opponent 12-10 13-11, 
11-6 in a Round of 16 
contest that lasted 23 
minutes.

She will meet 
Borislava Peric Rankovic 
of Serbia in the 
quarterfinals later in the 
day.

Athletes in Class 
4 category have fair 
sitting balance and fully 
functional arms and 
hands. Their impairment 

may be due to a lower 
spinal-cord lesion or 
cerebral palsy.

"My strategy was to 
play more towards the 
body of my opponent and 
that was what my coach 
told me. I executed my 
plans," Patel said after 
the match.

"My next opponent 
is world number two, so 
I have to really focus on 
my game and hope to win 
the match."

Earlier, the Indian 
had entered the Round 
of 16 after winning one 
match and losing the 
other group game.

She is the only Indian 
left in the fray in the table 
tennis competition after 
compatriot Sonalben 
Manubhai Patel lost both 
her group matches on 
Thursday to bow out.
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Chinese regulators to exercise 
more control over algorithms

BEIJING (AP): Chinese 
regulators will exercise 
greater control over 
the algorithms used 
by Chinese technology 
firms to personalize and 
recommend content, 
the latest move in a 
regulation spree across 
the internet sector.
China’s internet 
watchdog, the 
C y b e r s p a c e 
Administration of China, 
on Friday released a draft 
proposal of “algorithm 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
m a n a g e m e n t 
regulations” aimed 
at managing how 
technology companies 
use algorithms when 
providing services to 
consumers.

The move expands 
the crackdown on the 
internet sector in China, 
as regulators seek to 
strengthen data privacy 
and consumer rights and 
curtail anti-competitive 
practices in order to curb 
the outsized influence of 
technology companies.

Under the draft 
regulations, companies 
must disclose the basic 
principles, purpose and 
operation mechanism 
of its algorithm 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
services, and must 
include convenient 
options for users to turn 

off the recommendation 
service.

Algorithms should 
also not be used in ways 
that may cause addictive 
behaviors in users, or 
induce them to spend 
excessively. It was not 
immediately clear how 
that would be enforced.

Companies who use 
algorithms in ways that 
could influence public 
opinion must also submit 
their algorithms for 
approval, or risk having 
their service terminated 
and a fine of up to 30,000 
yuan ($4,630).

The draft algorithm 
m a n a g e m e n t 
regulations could 
affect companies like 
ByteDance, which owns 
short video platforms 
Douyin and TikTok, as 
well as e-commerce 
firm Alibaba.

Bytedance uses 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
algorithms to push 
videos to users, while 
Alibaba’s algorithms 
tailor product 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
to each user on its 
e-commerce platform 
Taobao based on 

their browsing and 
purchasing history.

China’s largest 
technology firms, such 
as Alibaba and Tencent, 
have experienced 
breakneck growth 
in the last decade as 
hundreds of millions 
of Chinese internet 
users rapidly adopted 
smartphones.

These companies 
offer everything 
from payments, 
games, entertainment 
and e-commerce. 
Algorithms and data 
collected from users 

became valuable assets 
as companies could 
mine data for important 
trends or recommend 
more personalized 
content to users.

However, a lack 
of regulation in this 
sector also saw an 
uptick in excessive 
collection of user 
data, online fraud 
and unfair consumer 
practices across the 
technology sector. 
In some cases, 
algorithms were also 
used in differential 
pricing for consumers.

3 endangered Sumatran tigers 
found dead in Indonesia

BANDA ACEH, 
Indonesia (AP): Three 
critically endangered 
Sumatran tigers, 
including two cubs, 
were found dead in a 
conservation area on 
Indonesia’s Sumatra 
island after being caught 
in traps apparently set 
by a poacher, authorities 
said Friday.

The mother and a 
female cub were found 
dead Tuesday in the 
Leuser Ecosystem Area, 
a forested region for 
tiger conservation in 
Aceh province, said Agus 
Arianto, head of the 
conservation agency. The 
body of a male cub was 
found on Thursday about 
5 meters (15 feet) away, 
he said.

An examination 
determined they died 
from infected wounds 
caused by traps, Arianto 
said.

He said several traps 
similar to ones used to 
capture wild pigs on 
farms were found in the 
area of the bodies.

“Setting traps for pigs 
in a conservation area is 
very unlikely,” Arianto 
said, “This was intended 
to poach endangered 
animals for economic 

gain.” He said his agency 
will cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies in 
an investigation.

Sumatran tigers, 
the most critically 
endangered tiger 
subspecies, are under 
increasing pressure due 
to poaching as their 
jungle habitat shrinks, 

according to the IUCN 
Red List of Threatened 
Species. It estimated 
fewer than 400 Sumatran 
tigers remain in the wild.

It was the latest in 
a series of killings of 
endangered animals 
on Sumatra island. 
C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
have warned that the 

coronavirus pandemic 
has led to increased 
poaching as villagers 
turn to hunting for 
economic reasons.

Early last month, a 
female tiger was found 
dead with injuries caused 
by a snare trap in South 
Aceh district.

An elephant was found 
without a head on July 11 
at a palm plantation in 
East Aceh. Police arrested 
an alleged poacher along 
with four people accused 
of buying ivory taken from 
the dead animal.

Aceh police also 
arrested four men in June 
for allegedly poaching a 
tiger with a snare trap 
and selling its remains 
for 100 million rupiah 
($6,900). Days later, 
another Sumatran tiger 
died after it ate a goat 
laced with rat poison 
in neighboring North 
Sumatra province.

Israeli PM aims to push Biden 
away from Iran nuclear deal

Washington, Aug 
27 (AP): Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett 
is aiming to dissuade 
President Joe Biden from 
returning to the Iran 
nuclear deal when the 
two leaders meet at the 
White House Friday.

The meeting, 
originally scheduled 
for Thursday, was 
postponed for one day 
as Biden focused his 
attention on dealing with 
the aftermath of a suicide 
bomb attack at the Kabul 
airport that killed at least 
13 US troops.

On behalf of the 
people of Israel, I share 
our deep sadness over 
the loss of American lives 
in Kabul, Bennett said in 
a statement posted on 
social media.

Israel stands with 
the United States in 
these difficult times, just 
as America has always 
stood with us. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with the people of the 
United States.

Before arriving in 
Washington, Bennett 
made clear that he would 
push against the Iran 
deal, arguing Tehran 
has already advanced in 
its uranium enrichment, 
and sanctions relief 
would give Iran more 
resources to back 
Israel's enemies in the 
region.

The Israeli leader 
met separately 
Wednesday with 
Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin to discuss Iran 
and other issues. The 
visit is his first to the US 
as prime minister.

Bennett told his 
Cabinet before the trip 
that he would tell the 
American president that 
now is the time to halt 
the Iranians, to stop this 
thing and not to reenter 
a nuclear deal that has 
already expired and is 
not relevant, even to 
those who thought it was 
once relevant.

Biden has made 
clear his desire to find 
a path to salvage the 
2015 landmark pact 
cultivated by Barack 
Obama's administration 
but scuttled in 2018 by 
Donald Trump's.

But US indirect 
talks with Iran have 
stalled and Washington 
continues to maintain 
crippling sanctions on 
the country as regional 
hostilities simmer.

Trump's decision to 
withdraw from Iran's 
nuclear deal led Tehran 
to abandon over time 
every limitation the 
accord imposed on its 
nuclear enrichment. The 
country now enriches a 
small amount of uranium 
up to 63 per cent, a short 
step from weapons-
grade levels, compared 
with 3.67 per cent under 
the deal.

It also spins far more 
advanced centrifuges 
and more of them than 
were allowed under the 
accord, worrying nuclear 
nonproliferation experts 
even though Tehran 
insists its program is 
peaceful.

B e n n e t t ' s 
Washington visit comes 
weeks after Ebrahim 
Raisi was sworn in as 
Iran's new president.

Raisi, 60, a 

conservative cleric with 
close ties to Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, has suggested 
he'll engage with the US 
But he also has struck a 
hard-line stance, ruling 
out negotiations aimed 
at limiting Iranian 
missile development 
and support for regional 
militias something the 
Biden administration 
wants to address in a 
new accord.

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
officials acknowledged 
that Iran's potential 
breakout the time 
needed to amass enough 
fissile material for a 
single nuclear weapon is 
now down to a matter of 
months or less.

But a senior 
administration official, 
who spoke on condition 
of anonymity to preview 
the scheduled talks, 
said the administration 
sees the maximum 
pressure campaign 
employed by the Trump 
administration as having 
emboldened Iran to push 
ahead with its nuclear 
program.

Bennett is also 
looking to turn the page 
from his predecessor, 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Netanyahu had a 
close relationship with 
Trump after frequently 
clashing with Obama. 
Biden, who has met 
with every Israeli 
prime minister since 
Golda Meir, had his own 
tensions with Netanyahu 
over the years.

During his latest 
White House campaign, 
Biden called Netanyahu 
counterproductive and 
an extreme right leader.

Kabul attacks reinforce need for world to stand 
unitedly against terrorism: India to UNSC

United Nations, Aug 
27 (PTI): Strongly 
condemning the terrorist 
strikes in Afghanistan's 
capital Kabul, India has 
told the UN Security 
Council that these attacks 
reinforce the need for the 
world to stand unitedly 
against terrorism and 
all those who provide 
sanctuaries to terrorists.

Two suicide bombers 
and gunmen attacked 
crowds of Afghans 
flocking to Kabul's 
airport on Thursday, 
killing at least 60 Afghans 
and 13 US troops.

Let me begin by 
strongly condemning the 
terrorist attack in Kabul. 
We extend our heartfelt 
condolences to the 

families of the victims 
of this terrorist attack, 
India's Permanent 
Representative to the 
UN and President of 
the Security Council 
Ambassador T S 
Tirumurti said on 
Thursday.

Speaking in the UNSC 
briefing on Ethiopia, 
Tirumurti said the attacks 
in Kabul reinforce the 
need for the world to stand 
unitedly against terrorism 
and all those who provide 
sanctuaries to terrorists.

US President Joe 
Biden has vowed to hunt 
down the terrorists and 
make them pay for the 
deadly attacks outside 
the Kabul airport.

To those who carried 

out this attack, as well 
as anyone who wishes 
America harm notice, we 
will not forgive. We will 
not forget. We will hunt 
you down and make you 
pay. I will defend our 
interests and our people 
with every measure at 
my command," Biden told 
reporters at the White 
House on Thursday.

The president said 
ISIL-K (The Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant 
Khorasan Province) was 
behind the gruesome 
attack at the Hamid Karzai 
International Airport in 
Kabul and at a hotel nearby.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, before 
heading into the UNSC 
meeting that discussed 

the humanitarian 
situation in Tigray, 
told reporters that 
he expressed in the 
strongest possible way 
his total condemnation 
about the horrific 
terrorist attack in Kabul.

He expressed 
condolences to the 
families of all those that 
perished Afghans and 
those that were helping 
there, the Afghans, and 
died serving the lives of 
others. I have also asked 
my Special Representative 
[Deborah Lyons] to convey 
directly to Kabul my deep 
condolences to the Afghan 
people.

The UN chief 
is meeting the five 
permanent, veto-

wielding members of the 
Security Council - China, 
France, Russia, the UK 
and the US - on Monday 
and the situation in 
Afghanistan is expected 
to be discussed.

When asked what 
he is hoping to achieve 
on Monday with his 
meeting with the P5, he 
said "there are normal 
meetings that take place 
in the context of the work 
of the UN.

Earlier, spokesperson 
for the Secretary-General, 
Stephane Dujarric said at 
the daily press briefing 
on Thursday that the 
Kabul attack underscores 
the volatility of the 
situation on the ground 
in Afghanistan.

New Zealand wages high-stakes 
effort to halt virus outbreak

WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand (AP): By 
early next week, New 
Zealanders should know 
if their government’s 
strict new lockdown is 
working to stamp out 
its first coronavirus 
outbreak in six months.
A successful effort could 
again make the nation’s 
virus response the envy 
of the world. A failure 
could expose flaws in its 
health system, including 
a shortage of hospital 
beds and a slow vaccine 
rollout.

The high-stakes 
campaign hinges on 
whether new infections, 
which have risen for the 
past 10 days, begin to 
drop.

Last week, the 
government put the 
nation into the full 
lockdown after only a 
single community case 
was detected in the city 
of Auckland..

“It’s counterintuitive,” 
said epidemiologist 
Michael Baker. “When 
there’s a threat, you 

usually increase the 
response as it gets more 
dangerous. Here, we’re 
doing the opposite, with 
the maximum response 
when the threat is tiny.”

It’s a strategy that has 
worked incredibly well 
for New Zealand but faces 
its biggest test against a 
tougher enemy: the highly 
contagious delta variant 
of the virus. Baker, a 
professor at the University 
of Otago, said the strategy 
was the best approach 
and he was optimistic it 
would succeed again.

Since the pandemic 
began, New Zealand has 
reported only 26 deaths 
from the virus in a 
population of 5 million. 
The death rate per 
capita in Britain and the 
U.S. is about 400 times 
higher. Remarkably, life 
expectancy for New 
Zealanders actually 
rose in 2020 as virus 
measures helped reduce 
other seasonal ailments 
like the flu.

The U.S. is in the grip 
of a wave of infection 

powered by the delta 
variant, which has 
sent cases, deaths and 
hospitalizations soaring 
again, wiping out months 
of progress. New Zealanders 
lived virus-free in the six 
months leading up to the 
latest outbreak, going to 
workplaces, stores and sports 
stadiums without needing to 
wear masks, while children 
attended school. Then a 
traveler returning from 
Sydney brought the delta 
variant and it somehow 
escaped from a quarantine 
hotel. The outbreak has 
grown to about 350 known 
cases and is straining New 
Zealand’s contact-tracing 
system as workers try to 
track down 30,000 other 
people who might have 
been exposed.

New Zealand has a 
large diaspora of Pacific 
Island people. The 
outbreak has hit this 
community particularly 
hard after spreading at a 
Samoan church event that 
drew hundreds. That led 
to some racist attacks on 
social media.
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ARIES:
Once again, you’re being reminded of the birth, 
life, death and rebirth cycle. Once again, you’re 
being reminded that there is something you 
need to let go of, so you can make space for 
what is truly in alignment. Change is seldom 
easy. Stepping into the unknown can be daunt-
ing, in fact. What if we told you your ability to turn 
lemons into limoncello will lead to your biggest 
breakthrough yet?
TAURUS:
From thoughts to things, Taurus. From thoughts 
to things. Your life is living and breathing proof of 
your ability to call in miracles. What’s more, your 
relationships are blossoming with you, and be-
coming a source of joy and bliss. Some of you 
may even feel inspired to deepen your commit-
ment with your beloved or exchange vows in the 
presence of your friends and family members. 
The mysterious forces are with you and want 
you to know that your dreams and desires are 
about to come true in the most unexpected of 
ways.
GEMINI:
An affirmation you want to repeat now and for 
the rest of the week, Gemini: “I am living in the 

quantum field of infinite possibilities.” This is a 
time of wish fulfillment. A time of watching your 
dreams and desires come true. Some of you 
may even be taking that first step towards your 
happily-ever-after with the inner knowing that the 
Universe is fully supporting you in all of your ad-
ventures.
CANCER:
Nothing in our lives is without a purpose. This 
includes pain and suffering, Cancer. So, accept 
everything that the Universe is offering you right 
now as a gift and remember that the power to 
turn poison into a sweet elixir is already within 
you. As you do, keep your long-term vision in 
mind and actively align yourself with the life you 
visualise for yourself. What the cards want you 
to remember: you have the potential to make it 
to the desired destination despite what the per-
ceived challenges will have you believe. 
LEO:
When we look at people who’ve made it to the 
top, we see the value they have created and the 
many accolades they have collected for their 
contribution to society. What we do not see is 
the blood, sweat, and tears that have gone into 
making them a success. That’s right, Leo. We 

have no perspective on what actually goes on 
behind-the-scenes. So, instead of comparing 
your journey to that of others, dedicate yourself 
to the hustle and do what it takes to get to the 
top. A mantra you want to remember now and 
for the rest of your life: ‘Slow and steady wins the 
race’.
VIRGO:
There are times you have to jump in and engage 
with life fully, and then there are times you have 
to step back and watch the show. Given the cha-
os that is unfolding in your reality, you may have 
to play the role of the observer today. But, it’s all 
for the greater good, Virgo. It’s all for the greater 
good. 
LIBRA:
A family reunion is on the cards for you, Libra. 
You and your tribe members are putting in the 
effort required to stay in touch and even travel 
halfway across the world in order to spend qual-
ity time together. For some, this may be a time 
of getting to know their SO’s circle better and 
introducing them to theirs. Single Venusians are 
likely to meet somebody they vibe with at social 
gathering or through their loved ones. Yes, we’re 
talking about that instant connection, which 

makes you feel like magic is real.
SCORPIO:
Accept everything the Universe sends your 
way as a gift, including the so-called challenges. 
They’re helping you toughen up and recommit to 
the chosen path, beautiful. It’s all for the greater 
good. Oh, it’s all for the greater good, Scorpio! 
On the upside, you will *not* have to fight your 
battles alone. Even in the darkest moments, the 
help and support you need will be provided to 
you.
SAGITTARIUS:
The cards are bringing your attention to the birth, 
life, death, and rebirth cycle. Yes, you are at the 
final stage of something, Sagittarius. So, pay at-
tention to what you’re being asked to release as 
you write the epilogue. Change is seldom easy, 
beautiful. There will be days where sadness and 
melancholy will be your constant companions 
and you will find yourself grieving the old. 
CAPRICORN:
Capricorn, you’re a giver at heart. You show up 
for your circle without expectations of any sort. 
But are those you are investing in worthy of your 
unconditional love? Something to think about as 
you sip on your coffee this morning. The cards 

are pointing towards the relationships that are no 
longer supporting your growth. Realising what 
isn’t a vibrational match for you will render you 
with the strength you need to put yourself first.
AQUARIUS:
Aquarius, you’ve never been a fan of conven-
tional romances. The good thing is, neither 
is your lover. What the cards are indicating: 
a one-of-a-kind adventure. So, say yes to 
life and figure everything else out as you go 
along! Single water bearers are likely to meet 
their true match too. Somebody who stimu-
lates them intellectually and challenges them 
to look at the world around them through a 
brand new lens.
PISCES:
The end of a cycle always signals the begin-
ning of a new one. So, embrace the changes, 
Pisces. Loosen the grip wherever necessary 
and let go of what you need to let go of. Trust 
that what you’re calling in is so much more 
precious than what you are leaving behind. 
This is also a time of recommitting to your 
goals. Your path and your purpose are becom-
ing clearer to you with each passing day. The 
real question is: are you willing to walk the talk?

Camila Cabello responds to Shawn 
Mendes engagement rumors after 

wearing ring on that finger
Camila Cabello spoke 

out after fans noticed 
she recently wore a ring on 
her engagement finger and 
speculated that longtime 
boyfriend Shawn Mendes 
may have proposed.

Camila Cabello is 
responding to rumors that 
there's nothing holding her 
back from tying the knot with 
Shawn Mendes. 

The 24-year-old 
Cinderella actress visited 
The Tonight Show on 
Thursday, Aug. 26. During 
their chat, host Jimmy Fallon 
immediately asked about 
online speculation that her 
longtime boyfriend had 
proposed after fans noticed 
a ring on her engagement 
finger during a TikTok dance 
video she posted earlier this 
month. 

"Ooh, is this news?," 

Camila quipped before 
immediately following up 
with, "No, guys!" After Jimmy 
asked specifically whether 
Shawn, who she's dated since 
July 2019, had popped the 
question, the star continued, 
"He has not, and I am not 
engaged."

As it turns out, Camila's 
decision to wear a ring on that 
special finger was strictly a 
result of her forgetting which 
hand is significant.

"I swear to god, I don't 
know what hand the 
engagement ring goes on, 
so sometimes I'll just like 
put it on my ring finger," the 
"Havana" singer explained. "I 
mean, I'd actually like you to 
enlighten me—which hand 
is the engagement hand? 
Because I don't know. My 
parents are married, and 
they both lost their ring. 

Literally, my mom couldn't 
tell me, either. She could save 
me from this, but she doesn't 
because she doesn't know, 
either!"

Jimmy replied tentatively, 
"It's the left hand, right?" 
This led Camila to fire back 
with, "You don't even know! 
Is this common knowledge?"

The comedian mentioned 
he doesn't wear a wedding 
ring because it didn't fit him, 
and then he joked he instead 
has a back tattoo that says 
he's married. Camila played 
along by adding, "I have a 
tattoo of Shawn on my lower 
back too—it says 'Shawn 
Mendes.'" 

She later quipped about 
the 23-year-old "There's 
Nothing Holdin' Me Back" 
vocalist, "It says 'señor,' and 
he has one on his lower back 
that says 'señorita.'"

Diane Warren assembled superstar 
debut album during lockdown

LONDON (AP): If there was 
an award for not winning 
awards, Diane Warren would 
have won it.
The recording artist/
songwriter is the most 
nominated woman in the 
history of the Academy 
Awards, and has lost out on 
the trophy 12 times — or as 
she puts it, she has “12 no 
Oscar Awards.”

Warren is releasing her 
debut album Friday, with 
collaborations from friends 
old and new, including Celine 
Dion, John Legend, Ty Dolla 
Sign plus a bringing together 
of rapper G-Eazy and guitar 
legend Santana. She said the 
pandemic spurred her on, 
working alone in her studio 
with no distractions. She adds 
“no one was bothering me, all I 
did was annoy myself.”

Another benefit of 
working during lockdown 
meant it was easy to track 
down her collaborators: 
“Yeah, don’t tell me you’re too 
busy to get on a Zoom, come 
on. You’re sitting in your 
house, too,” she said, smiling.

Warren, who won a 
Grammy Award for 1988′s 
“Nothing’s Going to Stop Us 
Now,” has penned global hits 
such as “I Don’t Want to Miss 

a Thing” for Aerosmith and 
“Un-Break My Heart” for Toni 
Braxton. With her debut, 
“Diane Warren: The Cave 
Sessions Vol. 1″ Warren says 
this is the first time she’s put 
her own name to the songs.

“Why can’t I be DJ Khaled 
of songwriters or Mark 
Ronson or Calvin Harris 
or all these people that 
are producers that do this, 
why can’t I get together all 

kinds of people to feature 
on my record,” she said 
while explaining where the 
inspiration for the record 
came from.

“It’s kind of like casting, 
you know, casting a part that 
was really fun,” she added.

The lead single “She’s 
Fire” features the unlikely 
combination of Santana and 
G-Eazy. Warren said when 
she wrote the music for the 

song, there was only one 
person she had in mind.

“When I wrote the guitar 
part, that little riff at the end 
of the chorus, I heard Santana 
in my head. So I went to 
Santana,” she said. She adds 
that G-Eazy’s voice on “She’s 
Fire” is “amazing.”

Warren says she already 
has enough music for a 
second “Cave Sessions” 
volume.

JoJo Siwa to join same-sex 
couple on ‘Dancing With Stars’

LOS ANGELES (AP): Pop star JoJo Siwa 
will compete as part of the first same-
sex pairing on “Dancing With the Stars” 
for the show’s upcoming 30th season.
Olympic gymnastics champion Suni Lee 
also is joining the cast, the rest of which 
will be announced on Sept. 8. ABC said 
Thursday the celebrities will find out 
which pro dancer they’ll partner with 
on the season premiere Sept. 20.

Siwa, an 18-year-old who has 
said she identifies as gay and queer, 
said the same-sex pairing signals to 
viewers that it’s OK to be your true 
self. She named Lindsay Arnold, Jenna 
Johnson and Britt Stewart as among 
the show’s regular pros she’d like to 
be paired with.

“I think it breaks a wall that’s never 
been broken down before,” she told 
an online gathering of the Television 
Critics Association. “It’s normal for a 
girl to dance with a guy, and I think 
that’s really cool, but it’s really special 
that now not only do I get to share with 
the world that you get to love who you 
love, but also you get to dance with 
who you want to dance with.”

Siwa noted that among the things to 
be worked out with her partner are who 
leads, how do they dress and what shoes 
do they wear.

“It’s going to give so much to 
people out there, people of the LGBTQ 
community, everyone, people who feel 
just a little different,” she said. “I want 
to make it OK for the people who come 
after me.”

Host Tyra Banks told Siwa she’s 
proud of the teenager and the show for 

allowing the pairing to happen.
“I think it’s going to save lives,” Banks 

said. “I think it’s going to change lives, 
and it’s going to make a lot of noise, and 
the noise that needs to be made.”

Siwa said when she was first 
approached, show executives asked 
if she wanted to be paired with a man 
or woman. She has already reassured 
her girlfriend, Kylie Prew, that despite 
any chemistry she has with her on-air 
partner, it’s completely platonic.

“She was like, ‘Love, you are going to 
be incredible,’” Siwa said. “She has been 
nonstop supportive.”

Siwa first gained fame on a dance 
competition show produced by Abby 
Lee Miller of “Dance Moms.”

“I just want to do really good,” she 
said, adding that she’s already been 
tanning daily.

“I’m traumatized as a child getting 
spray tans for dance competitions,” Siwa 
said.

Lee won the all-around competition 

at the Tokyo Olympics, as well as a 
silver and a bronze medal. The 18-year-
old from Minnesota will juggle online 
classes from Auburn University while 
participating on the Los Angeles-based 
show.

“I can express myself, which I’m 
excited for, because in gymnastics you 
can’t really do that, especially when 
you’re training for so much and it’s just 
a very intense kind of environment,” Lee 
said. “I’m excited to kind of let loose and 
just have fun.”

Len Goodman returns to the judging 
panel after taking last season off, joining 
Carrie Ann Inaba, Bruno Tonioli and 
Derek Hough.

Banks is back for her second season 
after replacing Tom Bergeron, whose 
legion of supporters were critical of the 
former model’s performance.

“Be angry and watch,” Banks said. 
“Change is hard, but change is necessary. 
Change must happen. We must continue 
to evolve.”


