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two-yr-old covid patient 
recovers, one new case detected
SuMMit report
GANGTOK, 04 Jul: 

The two-year-old COVID patient has fully 
recovered and has been discharged 

from STNM Hospital. Four others have 
also recovered and been discharged, 
informedHealth Department DG-cum-
Secretary, Dr Pempa T Bhutia in his 
daily health bulletin.

However, one new positive 
case has been reported from East 
Sikkim. The Mumbai returnee had 
arrived in Sikkim on 24 June in an 
SNT bus from Siliguri to Rangpo and 
was placed in a facility quarantine 
at boys’ hostel of Himalayan 
Pharmacy.

The total number of active COVID 
cases in the State now stands 32.

The Secretary informed that contact 
tracing of the patient has already been 
done and all tested negative for now 
but repeat testing will be conducted 
again after seven days. 

Meanwhile, five patients, two from 
East Sikkim and three from South 
Sikkim, from STNM hospital have been 
discharged after testing negative twice 
in 24 hours. 

Out of 103 cases of COVID-19 
positive reported so far in Sikkim, 42 
are from East Sikkim, 22 from West 
Sikkim, 38 from South Sikkim and 01 
from North Sikkim. 

In highest single-day spike, nearly 23k test positive 
for COVID; death toll rises to 18,655 in India

New Delhi, July 4 (PTI): With 22,771 
people testing positive for coronavirus 
in the highest single-day spike so 
far, India’s COVID-19 tally climbed 
to?6,48,315 on Saturday, while the 
death toll rose to 18,655 with 442 
new fatalities, according to the Union 
Health Ministry data.?

With a steady rise, the number 
of recoveries stands at 3,94,226 and 
one patient has migrated. There are 
2,35,433 active cases of coronavirus 
presently in the country, the updated 
data at 8 am showed

“Thus, around 60.80 per cent of 

patients have recovered so far,” an 
official said

The total number of confirmed 
cases also include foreigners

Of the 442 deaths reported in the last 
24 hours, 198 are from Maharashtra, 
64 from Tamil Nadu, 59 from Delhi, 
21 from Karnataka, 18 each from 
Gujarat and West Bengal, 14 from 
Uttar Pradesh, 10 from Rajasthan, 
eight each from Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, five from Punjab, four each 
from Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and 
Jammu and Kashmir, three from Bihar, 
two each from Assam and Odisha.

Sikkim Police explains unchecked 
entry to miscommunication

SAgAr cHHetri
Gangtok, 04 Jul: 

DIG [Range], Pravin 
Gurung, today 

contended that the 
incident of illegal entry of 
five persons into Sikkim 
from Melli check-post 
was not intentional but 
a bonafide mistake due 
to miscommunication. 
While accepting that 
it was an unfortunate 
incident given the 
strict rules applied on 
everyone else, he also 
apologized to the people 
of Sikkim and to the 
State administration on 
behalf of the force for the 
incident.

On whether it was 
normal for the DGP to 
call up his subordinates 
posted at the border 
checkposts with requests 
to facilitate out of turn 
passage through the 
check-post, the DIG did 
not offer any comment.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
DIG [Range], who is also 
the spokesperson of 
Sikkim Police, addressed 
the incident in which a 
family of five managed 
to enter Sikkim without 
getting registered or 

even recorded recently, 
apparently on the 
strength of a direction 
from the Director 
General of Police. The 
incident, after it came 
to light, led to a lot of 
criticism and anger on 
social media. 

During the press 
conference, DIG has also 
presented a recording 
of the telephonic 
conversation between 
the DGP and SHO Melli 
Police Station which 
started off the entire 
sequence of events. 

As per the DIG, the 
SHO received a phone 
call from the DGP at 
around 11:30 on the 
night of 30 June. In this 
recording, the DGP can be 

heard directing the SHO 
to allow the Jorethang 
resident in question 
passage through Melli 
check-post because he 
had to attend his father’s 
funeral. 

From the supposed 
recordings of subsequent 
conversations the SHO 
had with personnel at the 
check-post, it appears 
that the SHO understood 
the DGP’s message as 
directions to allow the 
family permission to exit 
the State, not enter.

The DIG pointed out 
that from the telephonic 
conversations, it is clear 
that everyone was under 
the impression that the 
group was leaving the 
State to attend a funeral. 

However, the DIG 
went on to interpret, 
some miscommunication 
between SHO Melli and 
personnel on duty at the 
check-post due to change 
in shift there led to the 
five entering Sikkim 
unchecked instead. 

He added that when 
the doctor on duty for 
screening at the check-
post went to fetch 
equipment to carry out 
the screening, the group 
had already left the 
checkpost headed for 
Jorethang.

About how things 
played out in Jorethang, 
the DIG stated that the 
Chairman of Jorethang 
Municipal Council, Tika 
Gurung informed Raj 

Kumar Gajmer, husband 
of the area MLA, about 
these five persons 
attending funeral and Mr 
Gajmer in turn informed 
the SDPO that this group 
had entered Sikkim 
unchecked.

A case was then 
registered at Jorethang 
Thana and the five were 
put into quarantine. 
He added that all five 
have tested negative for 
COVID-19.

The DIG reiterated 
that the incident 
took place due to a 
communication gap and 
was not intentional.

DIG mentioned that 
the police was more 
serious regarding the 
entry of the people 
into Sikkim and no 
one can come inside 
without registration and 
returnees have to follow 
strict protocols. 

DIG stated that some 
section of the people has 
been trying to instigate 
the people through 
emotional posts. He 
further appealed to the 
people not to instigate 
in the social media and 
not to exploit incident 
negatively. 

Sdf loses 76 party workers to SKM in namchi-Singithang
BiKASH cHettri
Namchi, 04 Jul:

Seventy-six Sikkim 
Democratic Front 

party workers, some 
of them senior office 
bearers, crossed over to 
the Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha today and were 
received at an elaborate 
c o n s t i t u e n c y - l e v e l 
welcome and co-
ordination meeting 
at Bhutia Basti here 
today. 

Significantly, all 
these new converts 
from SDF are from 
N a m c h i - S i n g i t h a n g 
constituency. At the 
induction into their 
new party, they 
resolved to work 
diligently to ensure 
that the SDF president, 
former Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling, does 

not win again from 
N a m c h i -S i n g i t h a n g , 
the constituency he 
currently represents in 
the legislative assembly.

The daylong event 
was organised by 
SKM’s constituency 
level committee and 
the arrivals from SDF 
mostly comprised of 
women and youth 
wing members and 

supporters. 
During the 

programme, they read 
out their resignation 
letters and promised to 
wholeheartedly support 
the new ruling party.

The South District 
advisor of the SDF, Shanta 
Ghatani, who was among 
those who became SKM 
members today, narrated 
her long experience 

of working with SDF. 
Among others who 
joined SKM today were 
former Youth Convenor 
of SDF Raju Pakhrin, 
Nari Morcha president 
of SDF South District 
Tshering Choden Bhutia, 
Dikila Bhutia, councilor 
of Boomtar ward, Devika 
Thatal and others. 

They resolved to 
remain in SKM at the 

party worker level and 
not seek any official post 
until they had ensured 
electoral defeat for Mr 
Chamling.

The programme was 
conducted under the 
chairmanship of SKM 
party in-charge of South 
District Ganesh Rai and 
included the presence 
of vice president, in-
charge Satish Chandra 
Rai, Central Executive 
Committee vice 
president Tara Mani 
Moktan, president Nari 
Morcha of SKM-south 
Roma Tamang, general 
secretary SKM’s nari 
morcha Kala Subba, Zilla 
Adhyaksha Tshering 
Dem Bhutia and other 
executive members 
of Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha party of the 
district.

Suspension of 2 constables revoked, case closed
SuMMit report
GANGTOK, 04 Jul:

The Chief Secretary’s office issued a 
press statement late on Saturday 

evening informing that the suspension 
of two constables in the Jorethang 
illegal entry incident has been revoked. 

The release informs about the 
findings of the two inquiries by DC 
South and Secretary Coordination for 
COVID-19, Home Department. 

“The finding of both the reports 
suggest that entry of ShriGauriShanker 
Gupta and 4 others in the morning 
of 1st July 2020 was a result of 
miscommunication at Melli check-post 
between the SHO and the duty staff, 
mainly due to the time gap and the 
consequent change in the shift of the 
staff,” it is stated.

As per the release, the finding of the 
reports corroborates the clarification 
submitted by the DGP to the Chief 
Secretary. 

The statement also mentions that 
GauriShanker Gupta benefitted from 
the ambiguity and confusion at the 
Checkpost to enter the state. 

Further mentioning that the District 
Administration has taken action 
by filing a case under the Disaster 
Management Act against the five 
persons, it is stated, “The law will now 
take its own course, hence.”

Meanwhile, the Crime Branch 
of Sikkim Police has been directed 
to investigate the “slanderous and 
mischievous” Facebook post by a page 
with the name Mothers Sikkim.

icMr says following all globally accepted norms to fast-track vaccine; wants to ‘cut red tape’

New Delhi, July 4 (PTI): 
As experts cautioned 
against rushing the 
process for developing a 
COVID-19 vaccine after 
the ICMR stated it plans to 
launch one by August 15, 
the apex health research 
body on Saturday 
stressed that it is acting 
in accordance with the 
globally accepted norms 
to fast-track vaccine 
development for diseases 
of pandemic potential.

The ICMR said that 
the letter by Director 
General of ICMR Dr 
Balram Bhargava to 
principal investigators 
of the clinical trial 
sites was meant to cut 
unnecessary red tape, 
without bypassing any 

necessary process, and 
speed up recruitment of 
participants.

Bhargava had on July 
2 written to principal 
investigators of select 
medical institutions and 
hospitals to fast-track 
human clinical trial 
approvals for the vaccine 
candidate ‘Covaxin’ 
being developed in 
collaboration with 
Bharat Biotech.

All other vaccine 
candidates across the 
globe have been similarly 
fast-tracked, it said, 
adding that the Drugs 
Controller General of 
India has accorded 
permission to conduct 
phase 1 and 2 (human) 
clinical trial of ‘Covaxin’ 

based on in-depth 
scrutiny of the available 
data from pre-clinical 
studies.

Just as red tape was 
not allowed to become 
a hindrance in the fast 
track approval of new 
indigenous testing kits 
or for introducing in the 
Indian market potential 
COVID-19 related drugs, 
the indigenous vaccine 
development process has 
also been sought to be 
insulated from slow file 
movement, it said.

“The aim is to 
complete these phases 
at the earliest, so that 
population-based trials 
for efficacy could be 
initiated without delay,” 
ICMR said in a statement.

After intense 
characterization and 
review of all data from 
BBIL, ICMR said it is 
supporting the clinical 
development as the 
vaccine candidate 
appears to be promising.

In the larger public 
health interest, it is 
important for ICMR to 
expedite the clinical 
trials with a promising 
indigenous vaccine, the 
statement stated.

Faced with the 
unprecedented nature of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and the consequent 
dislocation of the normal 
life, all other vaccine 
candidates across the 
globe have been similarly 
fast-tracked, it said.

“ICMR’s process is 
exactly in accordance 
with the globally accepted 
norms to fast-track the 
vaccine development for 
diseases of pandemic 
potential wherein human 
and animal trials can 
continue in parallel,” it 
said.

U n d e r l i n i n g 
ICMR was among the 
world’s most reputed 
organisations in the 
field of medical research 
and its track record 
of facilitating India’s 
globally respected and 
acknowledged vaccine 
and drug industry speaks 
for itself, the research 
body said trials will be 
done following the best 
practices and rigour.

Ladakhis raising voice against Chinese intrusion; 
ignoring warning will cost India: Rahul

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI): Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said 
patriotic Ladakhis are raising their 
voice against Chinese intrusion and 
asked the government to listen to 
them, asserting that ignoring their 
warning will cost India dearly.

Gandhi also shared a media 
report which showed some Ladakhis 
alleging that the Chinese have 
been occupying Indian territory in 
Ladakh.

“Patriotic Ladakhis are raising 
their voice against Chinese intrusion. 
They are screaming a warning. Ignoring 

their warning will cost India dearly,” the 
former Congress president tweeted.

“For India’s sake, please listen to 
them,” he said.

Gandhi has been attacking the 
government over the Sino-India 
standoff in eastern Ladakh.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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flAt for SAle
4BHK flat, total area 2376 sqft

Ninety Bazaar, Near Paljor 
Stadium, Gangtok

Contact: 9563083895

lAnd for SAle
Two plots available – 30X40 sqft and 

50X30 sqft JunkeriDara, SamlikMarchak
Price negotiable Contact: 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

generAl lAnd for SAle 
Riverside land [General] along Ra-nipool-Rumtek 

Highway near Adampool,stretching from the 
roadside down till the river bank. Total area 

measuring 0.2348 Hectares [approximately 25,274 
sq ft].  Ideal for developing a Resort. Parties 

interested in purchasing the entire plot can contact 
9083826462 and 9832556698. 
Brokers will not be entertained.

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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Fresh lot of rapid information

FOR RENT:
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) complex 

is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building 

area is 35’x60’ appx. In each floor ad is fit for 
offices, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks 

tec. Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

Singtam Hospital bids farewell to outgoing cMo
yogen tHAtAl
Singtam, 04 Jun:

A farewell program 
was organised 

by District Hospital 
Singtam’s staff for 
Chief Medical Officer,Dr 
Laden Tshering 
Bhutia who has been 
recently transferred. 
Dr Tempo Bhutia has 
been appointed as the 
new CMO of Singtam 
Hospital.

Outgoing Chief 
Medical Officer,Dr Laden 
Tshering Bhutiahas 
served in the hospital for 
more than 9 years.

The program was 
participated by all the 
doctors, nurses and 
othermedical staff. 

“I am very much 
thankful to the entire 
staff for these long 
years,” saidDr Laden 
TsheringBhutia.

20 people killed in lightning strikes in Bihar

Patna, Jul 4 (PTI): 
Twenty people were 
killed after being struck 
by lightning in five 
districts of Bihar on 
Saturday, officials said 
here.
Nine casualties were 
reported from Bhojpur, 
five from Saran, three 
from Kaimur, two 

from Patna and one 
death was reported 
in Buxar, the state 
disaster management 
department said.

Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar 
expressed grief 
over the deaths and 
announced Rs 4 lakh 
as ex-gratia for the 

next of kin of each of 
the deceased.

Kumar appealed to 
the people of the state to 
remain alert and vigilant, 
and stay indoors.

He also urged 
people to follow 
advisories issued by the 
disaster management 
department.

Over 130 people have 
died due to lightning 
strikes in the state in the 
last 10 days.

Eight people were 
killed in lightning strikes 
on Friday, while 26 
people died on July 2.

On June 25, 83 people 
were killed in lightning 
strikes in 23 districts.

protesters return to St louis area where couple drew guns
St Louis (US), Jul 4 
(AP): Several hundred 
protesters made a 
peaceful return trip 
Friday to the St Louis 
mansion owned by a 
white couple whose 
armed defense of their 
home during an earlier 
demonstration earned 
them both scorn and 
support.

Protesters marched 
along the busy public 
boulevard called 
Kingshighway, which 
intersects with Portland 
Place, a private street 
that is the site of the 
Renaissance palazzo-
style home of Mark 
McCloskey, 61, and 
his 63-year-old wife, 
Patricia.

Chanting protesters 
on Friday stopped at 
the gate just outside the 
McCloskeys’ home for 
about 15 minutes.

The gate that closes 
the private street to 
non-residents and extra 
metal barriers blocked 
the entrance to Portland 
Place, where the 
protesters had walked 
earlier in the week on 
their way to the mayor’s 
home nearby.

Inside the gate, more 
than a dozen men in 
plain clothes walked 
the grounds and peered 
out from a second-floor 
balcony of the couple’s 
home.

One protester briefly 
straddled an iron gate 
as if he was going to 
jump over, but did not. 
No one threw anything 
and no one behind the 
gates showed arms or 
aggression. One man on 
the McCloskeys’ balcony 
clapped along with the 

chanting protesters.
The racially diverse 

crowd on Friday carried 
signs reading Black 
Lives Matter, Defund the 
Police and No Justice, 
No Peace, and chanted 
slogans including, when 
Black lives are under 
attack, what do we do? 
Stand up, fight back, and 
this is what democracy 
looks like. It was not 
immediately known if 
the McCloskeys were 
home.

The marchers then 
left and walked along 
the busy boulevard lined 
with condominiums, 
upscale apartments and 
hospitals to Interstate 
64.

Police had closed 
that road to traffic in 
both directions and were 
allowing the protesters 
to march onto the 
highway, where they sat 
for several minutes in 
honor of George Floyd, 
who was handcuffed 
and died May 25 after a 
white Minneapolis police 
officer pressed his knee 
on Floyd’s neck for nearly 
eight minutes.

The latest rally 
organized by the group 
Expect Us is among 
several protests in St. 
Louis in the weeks since 
George Floyd’s death in 

Minneapolis reopened 
longstanding concerns 
about police treatment 
of Black people in the 
region.

The McCloskeys 
are personal injury 
attorneys who suddenly 
became famous last 
Sunday. As an estimated 
500 demonstrators 
marched near their 
home, the couple heard 
a loud commotion and 
saw a large group of 
people break an iron 
gate marked with No 
Trespassing and Private 
Street signs, according to 
a police report.

Video posted 
online and viewed by 
millions showed Mark 
McCloskey wielding a 
long-barreled gun and 
Patricia McCloskey 
waving a small handgun. 
No shots were fired. 
That same video showed 
the protesters walking 
through the gate and it 
was unclear when it was 
damaged.

As days went by, 
photos of the incident 
evolved into memes on 
both sides of the gun 
debate some supporting 
the McCloskeys as 
examples of people 
protecting their own 
property, some making 
fun of them for pulling 

guns during what 
many perceived as an 
otherwise peaceful 
protest.

The attorney for the 
couple, Albert Watkins, 
said they are longtime 
civil rights advocates and 
support the message of 
the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

He said they grabbed 
their guns when two or 
three protesters who 
were white violently 
threatened the couple, 
and their property and 
that of their neighbors.

Protest organizer 
Darryl Gray said on 
Friday, Are we angry? 
Damn right we’re angry. 
But we’re nonviolent.

D e m o n s t r a t o r s 
on Sunday were 
simply passing by the 
McCloskeys home on 
the way to the home of 
Mayor Lyda Krewson, 
a Democrat. She drew 
their ire on June 26 
when she read aloud the 
names and addresses of 
several residents who 
wrote letters calling for 
defunding the police 
force.

The group chanted, 
Resign, Lyda! Take the 
cops with you! Krewson’s 
home is a few blocks from 
the McCloskeys’ home.

A letter released 
Wednesday by more 
than three dozen 
neighbors of the couple 
condemned the behavior 
of anyone who uses 
threats of violence, 
especially through the 
brandishing of firearms, 
to disrupt peaceful 
protest, whether it be 
in this neighborhood or 
anywhere in the United 
States.

cricket Australia, top players agree on revenue projections
Sydney, Jul 4 (AP): 
Australia’s top cricketers 
have reached agreement 
with Cricket Australia 
that it should postpone 
its assessment of 
future revenue during 
the uncertainty of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The agreement 
announced Saturday 
ended a one month 
impasse which 
followed the national 
body’s projection 
in June of an almost 
50 percent drop in 
revenue in the 2020-
2021 financial year.

Cricket Australia 
has now removed 
the forecast and the 
Australian Cricketers’ 
Association has 
withdrawn its notice 
of dispute over the 
Australian Cricket 
Revenue (ACR) 
forecast.

Australia’s leading 
players are paid on 
a revenue-sharing 
model which means 
the revenue projection 

eventually might impact 
salaries for contracted 
men and women.

Cricket Australia 
was required under 
a memorandum of 
understanding with 
the players’ union to 
provide a revenue 
projection by the end of 
April. It was then agreed 
to defer the projection 
for a month.

Under the new 
agreement CA will be 
able to provide a new 
projection later in the 
financial year when 
the prospects for the 
coming summer are 
clearer.

Cricket Australia 
officials are hopeful 
its big revenue-earners 
a tour by India and the 
Big Bash League will be 
able to be played in full 
stadiums. But a spike 
in coronavirus cases 
in Victoria state has 
caused new uncertainty 
and it is unlikely the 
Twenty20 World Cup 
will go ahead.

“Calculating revenue 
projections 12 months 
ahead during a once-
in-a-century pandemic 
has not been without 
its challenges,” CA said 
in a statement. “But 
we believe we have 
arrived at a position that 
provides all parties with 
greater certainty about 

how to navigate the next 
year.

“The ACR will be 
reassessed in due course, 
providing time to better 
assess the financial 
impact of the pandemic 
and calculate a clear 
projection for the year 
ahead.

17 tirumala staff test 
positive for coronavirus
Tirupati, July 4 
(PTI): As many as 
17 staff members of 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) 
that governs the shrine 
of Lord Venkateswara 
at Tirumala, near here, 
have tested positive 
for COVID-19, a top 
functionary of the TTD 
board said.

After holding an 
emergency meeting on 
the hills, TTD board 
chairman YV Subba 
Reddy told reporters that 
an ‘archaka’ (assistant 
priest), some musicians 
and security staff were 
among those infected in 
recent times.

The best treatment 
was now being provided 

to the affected staff, 
and that the TTD 
would not compromise 
on the health, safety 
and security of the 
employees.

After the COVID-19 
spread, the shrine was 
closed and was re-
opened for the devotees 
on June 11, allowing only 
6,000 of them per day. All 
precautions have been 
taken, he said.

Keeping in mind 
the spike in the cases 
of coronavirus in the 
country, TTD has 
determined that under 
any circumstance not 
more than 12,000 
devotees would be 
allowed into the ancient 
shrine, he said.

Mp records one-day highest increase of 307

Bhopal, Jul 4 (PTI): 
Madhya Pradesh on 
Saturday recorded its 
biggest single-day spike of 
307 coronavirus patients 
with Morena emerging as 
a hotspot, which took the 
case count in the state to 
14,604, health officials 
said.

With five more people 
succumbing to the viral 
infection, the death toll 
went up to 598, they said.

Three deaths were 
reported in Indore and 
one each in Dhar and 
Katni districts.

Of new cases, 
the highest 78 were 

reported from Morena 
district which borders 
on Rajasthan’s Dholpur, 
followed by 51 in Bhopal, 
34 in Indore and 28 in 
Gwalior, officials said.

“The door-to-door 
survey under the ongoing 
`Kill Corona’ campaign 
has resulted in the biggest 
single-day spike.

The number may go 
up further,” an official told 
PTI.

The campaign began 
on July 1 and will run till 
July 15.

The first COVID-19 
cases were reported 
in Madhya Pradesh on 

March 20 with four 
persons testing positive in 
Jabalpur.

On Saturday, 185 
coronavirus patients were 
discharged from hospitals 
after recovery.

Morena has emerged 
as a new infection hotspot 
with 269 cases found 
in the last five days, 
taking the total count of 
coronavirus cases in the 
district to 618.

The number of cases 
in Indore, the worst-hit 
district in the state, rose by 
34 to 4,810 and the death 
toll in the district to 241.

State capital Bhopal 

has reported 2,984 
patients so far, including 
105 deaths.

No new coronavirus 
case was reported from 
20 districts since Friday 
evening. Three districts 
did not have any active 
cases on Saturday, health 
officials said.

There are 1,029 active 
containment zones in the 
state at present.

Coronavirus figures in 
MP are as follows: Total 
cases 14,604, active cases 
2,772, new cases 307, 
death toll 598, recovered 
11,234, total number of 
people tested 3,98,329.

Only two new coronavirus 
cases in Dharavi, tally 2,311

Mumbai, July 4 
(PTI): Only two new 
coronavirus patients 
were detected in Dharavi 
area of Mumbai on 
Saturday, taking its 
case tally to 2,311, a 
senior Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) official said.

The area, known 
as Asia’s largest slum 
cluster, has recorded 
such a small rise in 
COVID-19 cases for the 
first time since the first 
week of April.

The BMC did not 
reveal if any fresh virus-
related death has been 
reported in the area. The 
civic body has stopped 

giving information about 
deaths in the area for the 
past few days.

On June 23, Dharavi 
had reported only five 
new coronavirus cases.

The area has now 
519 active COVID-19 
cases with 1,704 patients 
having been discharged 
after recovery.

Dharavi, spread over 
2.5 square kilometres, 
has a population of 
around 6.5 lakh.

As of Friday, 
average doubling rate 
of coronavirus cases 
for seven days in the 
area was 140 days and 
average growth rate of 
cases was 0.55 per cent.
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National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
An organization of the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways;

Government of India.
Project Monitoring Unit: - Smile Land Complex, Gidang Busty, 

P.O. & P.S. Ranipool, East Sikkim – 737135

 Contact No.:- +91 96090 52000

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Name of work: Notice Inviting Bid for Lease of Office Premises of NHIDCL, Project Monitoring 
Unit  
                     Office, at Rhenock.
NHIDCL requires accommodation on lease of 3229 sqft. carpet area (approx.) for the Office Prem-
ises of NHIDCL, Project Monitoring Unit Office, at Rhenock for a period of three years within a 
distance (by road) of about 3 Km from the office of the Block Development Officer, Government 
of Sikkim. Last date for the receipt of complete tenders in the office of undersigned is 17.07.2020 
upto 1300 Hrs.
For further details, please visit NHIDCL Website www.nhidcl.com 

Dy. General Manager (P)
NHIDCL, PMU-Ranipool,

Smile Land Complex, Gidang Busty,
P.O. & P.S. Ranipool,

Dated: 05.07.2020              East Sikkim-737135    
              

gangtok Smart city development limited
Sokaythang, gangtok

Sikkim – 737102

preSS notice

A Stakeholders Consultation Meeting is being 
organized for the proposed Remodelling, 
retrofitting and improvement of Kanchendzonga 
Plaza an surrounding area, Lal Bazar, Gangtok at 
Kissan Bazaar, ICCC Conference Hall at Level 5., on 
Thrusday, 9th July 2020, Time 11.00 am.

Owing to COVID 19 and restriction of large 
gatherings, the meeting will be attended by the 
representatives of the concerned stake holder’s 
association and concerned Department Officials. 
The details of the proposal shall be made 
available after the meeting, in the website http://
smartcitygangtok.com to seek any comments of 
the general public. Comments received till 16th 
July 2020 shall be taken into consideration before 
finalizing the proposal.
Memo No: 173/GSCDL/2020-21
Dated : 4th July 2020

Sd/-
CEO

Gangtok Smart City Development Ltd.

consultation meeting on remodeling 
of Kanchendzonga plaza

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 04 Jul:

AS t a k e h o l d e r s 
C o n s u l t a t i o n 

Meeting is being 
organized for the 
proposed remodeling, 
r e t r o f i t t i n g a n d 
improvement of 
Kanchendzonga Plaza 
and surrounding areas. 
The meeting will be 

held at Kisaan Bazaar, 
ICCC Conference Hall at 
Level 5, on Thursday, 09 
Jul, 2020 from 11.00am 
onwards.

Owing to COVID 19 
and restrictions on large 
gatherings, the meeting 
will be attended by the 
representatives of the 
concerned stakeholder’s 
a s s o c i a t i o n s 

and concerned 
Departmental officials.

The details of the 
proposal shall be made 
available after the 
meeting on the website 
http://smartcitygangtok.
comand comments 
received till 16 July 
2020 shall be taken into 
consideration before 
finalizing the proposal.

two houses severely 
damaged in lower dzongu
wAngcHuK BHutiA
DZONGU, 04 JUL: 

The houses belonging 
to Pema Lepcha and 

Tamchung Lepcha of 
Gnon-Sangdong, Lower 
Dzongu, North Sikkim 
have been severely 

damaged and are on the 
verge of collapse due to 
incessant rain.

These two 
houses had recently 
developed cracks 
and have tilted to 
one side. At present, 

the victims are living 
with their relatives. 
Apart from the two 
houses, agricultural 
land belonging to the 
villagers in Dzongu along 
with the standing crops 
have also been damaged.  

ganga prasad pradhanJayanti celebrated
SuMMit report
GANGTOK, 04 Jul: 

People from different 
walks of life paid rich 

homage to AdiPatrakar 
Ganga Prasad Pradhan 
on the occasion of his 
169th birth anniversary. 
The 169th AdiPatrakar 
Ganga Prasad 
PradhanJayanti 2020 
was organized by Padri 
Ganga Prasad Pradhan 
SmritiPrathistan, Sikkim 
here on Saturday. The 
short programme was 
organised following 
proper social distancing 
norms. 

In his presidential 
address, Prathistan 
president, Dr PM 
Pradhan highlighted the 
contributions of Padri 
Ganga Prasad Pradhan 
for the conservation and 
development of Nepali 
language and literature 
and in bringing members 
of Nepali community 
together. He also spoke 

about his contributions 
in the field of education 
and journalism.

Chief advisor of 
prathistan, KiranRasaily 
spoke about works 
and contributions of 
Padri Ganga Prasad 
Pradhan in the field of 
education, literature 
and journalism. He 

encouraged Padri Ganga 
Prasad PradhanSmriti 
Prathistan, Sikkim to 
continue contributing 
towards the society.

Earlier, vice-
president of prathistan, 
C h u n n i l a l G h i m i r a y 
presented the 
welcome address, 
while litterateur, 

Kamal Chamling gave 
a brief introduction 
on the life, works and 
contributions of Padri 
Ganga Prasad Pradhan. 
On the occasion, Pastor 
EsmileGurung read out 
a verse from the Bible. 
The programmeended 
with the presentation 
of vote of thanks by 

president of Press Club 
of Sikkim, Joseph Lepcha.

Padri  Ganga 
Prasad Pradhan 
was the f irst 
person to  publish a 
Nepali  newspaper, 
GorkheyKhabar and 
also the f irst  person 
to  translate Bible into 
Nepali language.

online sale of photographs to raise funds for landslide victims 
grAce Kerengurung
GANGTOK, 04 Jul:

Photography Club 
of Sikkim has put 

up photographs for 
saleonline to raise 
funds for the victims 
of flashflood and 
landslides in North 
Sikkim. A collection of 
104 photos has been 
contributed by twenty 
photographers for the 
cause, and 27 prints 
have been sold so far. 

The founding 
members of the 
club informed that 
100% profit from 
sales (excluding the 
printing cost) would 
be used to provide 
relief materials to the 
flashfloodaffected at 
Passingdang and other 
places in Dzongu, 
North Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
afternoon, founding 

member of PCS, 
BenuMukhiamentioned 
that the photographs 
are being sold online 
since physical  s a l e 
o f  p h o t o g ra p h s 
wa s  n o t  p o s s i b l e 
i n  t h e  p re s e n t 
s c e n a r i o  d u e  t o 
s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g 
a n d  o t h e r  s a fe t y 
n o r m s .  H e informed 
that  photographs are 
available on different 
online platforms for 
sale.

MrTempo informed 
that the size of the 
print is 8X12 and of 
high quality. He also 
mentioned that PCS 
has tied up with newly 
established, Studio 
Tetteluna at Namnang 
for this initiative.

“We are selling the 
photographs at Rs 2500, 
printed on German 
archival paper with 
a mount, which the 
customers may not find 
in other studios,” he 

said.
He added that 

home delivery of the 
photographs is available 
in Gangtok and for 
other locations postal 
delivery is available, 
and customers 
may pay extra for a 
framed photograph. 
He informed that 
with the social media 
outreach the response 
from people has been 
encouraging and people 
from outside the state 

have also been lending a 
helping hand to support 
the cause. 

Founding member of 
PCS,TshulthrimNorbu 
mentioned that all 
required details 
are available on the 
Facebook page of the 
Photography Club of 
Sikkim.

P h o t o g r a p h e r 
SouravNarang, based 
in Germany who looks 
forward to settle in 
Sikkim in future, also 
contributed his work 
for this noble cause. 

The club also plans 
to invite freelance 
photographers besides 
the club members to 
contribute their work in 
the second phase of the 
sale in the near future.

PCS was 
established in 2013 
by some likeminded 
photographers of the 
State.

open court hearings at calcutta 
Hc likely from July 6

Kolkata, Jul 3 (PTI): 
Open court hearings 
at the Calcutta High 
Court may take place 
from July 6 onwards 
as representative 
associations of lawyers 
have not made further 
requests to their 
members not to appear 
in such hearings, sources 
said on Friday.

The High Court Bar 
Association had on 
June 6 resolved not to 
attend hearings in open 
courtrooms, citing the 
coronavirus situation.

The Bar Library Club, 
which had also taken a 
similar resolution, has not 
made further requests to 
its members not to appear 
in physical open courts, 
its honorary general 
secretary Pramit Ray said.

“It has been left to 
the individual lawyers 
to decide on whether to 
participate in the hearings 
in physical open court 

from Monday.
“But since the number 

of COVID-19 cases is 
increasing, it will be 
better if all matters are 
taken up for hearing 
virtually through video-
conferencing,” he said.

Roy said the 
association would like 
the Calcutta High Court 
to take up all matters 
as was done before the 
lockdown and not only 
on the basis of urgency.

The High Court 
Bar Association held a 
meeting on Thursday 
wherein a number 
of members spoke in 
favour of resumption of 
participation in physical 
open courts, sources 
said.

The high court 
reopened its doors 
for physical hearing 
of cases on June 11 
after a gap of over two-
and-half months since 
normal functioning was 

stopped in the wake of 
the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown.

It had been taking up 
only very urgent matters 
through video conference 
hearings.

The high court 
administration had on 
June 16 said that hearings 
through video conference 
will continue as earlier, 
along with physical 
functioning of the court.

Most lawyers, 
however, stayed away 
from physical hearings 
following a decision by the 
Calcutta High Court Bar 
Association not to attend 
the proceedings citing 
safety issues due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“Our members shall 
be participating in virtual 
hearing of all matters 
and electronic filing of all 
petitions before the High 
Court at Calcutta between 
June 17 and July 3,” the 
resolution said.

Afc confers elite youth scheme full membership to Aiff
New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI): 
The Asian Football 
Confederation has 
conferred the All India 
Football Federation 
with the AFC Elite Youth 
Scheme full membership 
status.
AFC general secretary 
Dato Windsor John 
informed the AIFF that 
its application for full 
membership of the Elite 
Youth Scheme has been 
approved by the Youth 
Panel.

“We are delighted to 
confer to the All India 
Football Federation the 
AFC Elite Youth Scheme 
full membership status 
and the Reliance 
Foundation Young 
Champs Academy 
and JSW Bengaluru 
FC Academy the two-
star Academy status, 

which is subject to re-
evaluation after three 
years,” the AFC said in a 
letter.

AIFF general 
secretary Kushal Das 
thanked the AFC for 
“recognising our effort”.

“The AFC Elite 
Youth Scheme has set 
a benchmark for all 
Member Associations 
to evaluate their youth 
football structure. AIFF 
is working towards 
fulfilling all the criteria 
to bolster the youth 
league structure and 
further strengthen the 
quality of footballers in 
India.”

The AFC Youth Panel 
evaluates the application 
of all MAs in 20 areas 
of core activities which 
include leadership, 
planning, organization, 

staffing, recruitment, 
finance, facilities, teams, 
coaching, playing, 
player performance, 
health, fitness, 
psychology, welfare, 
education, collaboration, 
assessment, rules and 
results.

Member Associations 
must fulfil the first 11 
criteria to be accepted 
as a full-member while 
those who meet the 
first 10 criteria will be 
granted provisional 
membership.

Indian football 
technical director Isac 
Doru said: “It’s crucial 
for football development 
to have more top 
football academies. RFYC 
Academy and JSW BFC 
Academy should be an 
inspiring story for all 
new academies in India.
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Is swine flu going to be the next pandemic?
Andrew preSton
theconversation.com

The world has been worried about 
pandemic diseases for many 

years. Before COVID-19, attention 
was focused on influenza viruses 
as the most likely cause. A recent 
paper reminds us that the threat 
from flu remains very real. It reports 
that a swine flu virus is circulating 
in China that has the potential for 
pandemic spread in humans. This 
sounds highly alarming, but just 
how worried should we be?

There are millions of cases of 
flu each year, resulting in hundreds 
of thousands of deaths. These are 
caused by “seasonal” or type B 
influenza viruses. There are also 
other types of flu viruses that are 
harboured by animals, notably the 
type A viruses of birds. Thankfully, 
most of these infect humans poorly. 
But as they are different from the 
seasonal viruses, humans have no or 
little existing immunity to them.

So a type A virus that acquires 
the ability to readily infect humans 
and transmit between us will rip 
through our population, leading to 
a pandemic in much the same way 
that SARS-CoV-2 has done. The 
Spanish flu of 1918, which caused 
an estimated 50 million deaths, 
demonstrates why pandemic 
influenza viruses have been the focus 
of the World Health Organization 
and governments around the world.

HOW TYPE A VIRUSES CAN 
INFECT HUMANS

Influenza viruses infect 
respiratory cells by binding to 
a specific receptor on the cells’ 
surface. Humans and birds have 

different versions of this receptor, 
which means avian flu viruses bind 
poorly to human cells. This is why 
infectivity in humans is low.

However, flu viruses can readily 
exchange segments of their genetic 
material (in a process known as 
reassortment) if two different viruses 
infect the same cell. This can create 
novel flu viruses with combined 
characteristics of their parents. It’s 
feared that a reassorted virus could 
combine the great harmfulness of 
some bird viruses with high infectivity 
for humans – a potentially devastating 
combination.

And it’s pigs that may make this 
possible. Their respiratory cells contain 
both versions of the receptor mentioned 
before, making them susceptible to a 
wide range of flu viruses. This means 
they’re the most likely host in which 
reassortment occurs. Because of this, 
there’s an extensive global surveillance 
network for identifying novel and 
potentially dangerous flu viruses. And 
that’s what this recent paper has found 
that swine influenza viruses have 
emerged in China that display many of 
the features we’d anticipate potentially 
pandemic strains having.

FERRETS HELP SHOW THE 
DANGER OF THESE NEW VIRUSES

Among viruses isolated from pigs 
in China between 2011 and 2018, six 
distinct types were identified. In 2011, 
the predominant viruses were variants 
of the 2009 H1N1 swine flu virus. 
Subsequent viruses bore the hallmarks 
of arising from reassortment.

In particular, one type (referred to as 
G4) was first detected in samples taken 
in 2013, and by 2018 had become the 
dominant and only type isolated. This 

coincided with an apparent increase in 
respiratory disease in pigs, suggesting 
that an original G4 virus had become 
particularly well adapted to infecting 
pigs, and had largely replaced other 
swine flu viruses in China, giving rise 
to the series of problematic G4 viruses 
now in circulation.

Tests of the potential for human 
infection by G4 viruses produced 
worrying results. Ferrets have similar 
patterns of receptors to humans, display 
similar influenza disease to humans and 
can transmit influenza viruses between 
themselves. This makes them a good 
model for studying the potential effects 
of a flu virus in people.

When tested, the G4 viruses caused 
more severe disease in ferrets than the 
other types tested, and also were readily 
transmitted by both direct contact and 
respiratory droplets. This shows that 
the G4 viruses have the potential to 
cause severe disease in humans and 
spread readily between us.

The authors then tested whether 
antibodies that recognise flu viruses 
that have caused disease in humans in 
recent years – including those generated 
in response to a recent version of a 
flu vaccine – would recognise the G4 
viruses. They did not, suggesting that 
the human population has little to no 
pre-existing immunity to these viruses.

HOW WORRIED SHOULD WE BE?
Blood samples from swine farm 

workers (who have close and regular 
contact with pigs) and from the wider 
population were then tested for the 
presence of antibodies that recognise 
the G4 viruses. Surprisingly, 10% 
of samples from farm workers, and 
about 4% of samples from the general 
population, contained such antibodies. 

This suggests that G4 viruses have 
already been infecting humans. It was 
noted that the frequency of positive 
samples, and thus the frequency of 
infection, had increased in recent years.

So, G4 viruses appear to have all 
the traits we fear for a potentially 
pandemic virus – efficient binding to 
and replication in human respiratory 
cells, high virulence and transmission 
in the ferret model, and lack of existing 
immunity from other flu viruses or 
vaccines. However, the apparently 
unnoticed yet significant level of 
infection in swine workers and others 
suggest that, at the moment, these 
viruses do not generally cause severe 
disease or spread readily. But they 
may represent viruses already highly 
adapted to infecting humans, that 
only require minor adaptations for 
frequent human-human spread and/or 
increased severity. They do appear to be 
a cause for real concern.

While most pandemic response 
planning has been centred on flu, 
COVID-19 has shown the need to 
broaden that planning. This paper is 
a timely reminder that perhaps even 
before COVID-19 has been conquered, 
the need for more robust planning 
for the next pandemic should begin. 
Extreme events are often described 
as once in a lifetime. We can’t afford 
to treat pandemics that way. Sars, 
Mers, H1N1 and now COVID-19 
have all emerged in the last 20 
years, demonstrating that pandemic 
viruses arise with alarming 
regularity, and are likely to continue 
to do so.

[the writer is Reader in Biology 
and Biochemistry, University of Bath]

Mexico City buried its rivers to prevent disease and unwittingly 
created a dry, polluted city where covid-19 now thrives

elenA delAvegA
theconversation.com

Mexico City is a dust bowl, a polluted 
megalopolis where breathing is hard and 

newly washed clothes hung out to dry turn 
stiff by evening. Even before the COVID-19 
pandemic began clobbering this capital city, 
residents regularly wore face masks during 
the frequent air quality emergencies there.

Now Mexico City’s bad air pollution – 
which contributes to high rates of respiratory 
and cardiovascular diseases – is making the 
metropolitan area’s 21 million people more 
vulnerable to the coronavirus.

Mexico City wasn’t always an ecological 
and health disaster. As the center of the Aztec 
empire, it was verdant and diverse. As late as 
the early 20th century, 45 rivers ran through 
the Mexican capital.

The decision to bury and pave over its 
rivers, creating today’s arid metropolis, was a 
20th-century plan meant to protect residents 
from disease – specifically, cholera, malaria 
and other waterborne illnesses brought on 
by frequent flooding.

Origins of Mexico City
I’m a scholar who studies poverty with a 

focus on urban areas, and Mexico City is my 
gray, concrete hometown. The relationship 
between its geography, history and health 
outcomes are relevant today, as the city 
struggles with its latest disease outbreak.

Mexico City was founded by the people 
now called Aztecs – but who called themselves 
Tenochcas – in 1325. The Aztecs built their 
city on a rock in Lake Texcoco, mostly because 
the more prime locations along the shore 
were already taken.

By 1427 the powerful Aztecs had defeated 
their lakeshore neighbors and built a shining 
capital that spanned the lake. The city, called 
Tenochtitlan, was built amid water by the 
development of “chinampas” – small plots 
of lake filled in with debris, pottery and soil 
to create solid land, with channels flowing 
around them.

The foremost chronicler of Spain’s 
colonization of Mexico, Bernal Díaz 
del Castillo, described Tenochtitlan as 
crisscrossed by engineering marvels like 
causeways and removable bridges, and full of 
“splendid” palaces. Diaz del Castillo reports 
that the city market was larger and better 
regulated than those of Constantinople and 
Rome. As in the Roman empire, aqueducts 
supplied the city with fresh water. 

Tenochtitlan looked like Venice – gorgeous 
– and had the same health problems, including 
contaminated water, mosquitoes and 
unpleasant smells. But the Aztecs managed 
the city well and prevented flooding. Their 
dikes and waterways permitted a great 
diversity of plants and animals to flourish, 
and the chinampa agricultural system – in 
which land was replenished with soil dredged 
from the lake bottom – was one of the most 
productive the world has ever known.

Spanish incompetence
That good urban management ended with 

the Spanish conquest in 1521. Tenochtitlan 
was destroyed, its palaces and causeways 
turned to rubble at the bottom of the lake.

The Spaniards did not understand the 
watery ecology of the area, nor did they 
understand or respect Aztec engineering. To 
rebuild their capital, they drained the lake.

This strategy led to both drought and an 
inadequate water supply for most of the year. 
Rainy season, however, brought tremendous 
floods. In 1629, the worst flood in Mexico 
City’s recorded history is said to have lasted 
five years and killed more than 30,000 people 
due to drowning and disease. Churches 
reportedly held rooftop masses.

Rainy season turned parts of the city 
turned into cesspools, spawning waterborne 
diseases like cholera and malaria, as well 
as meningitis. Gastrointestinal illnesses 
festered, too, because residents used Mexico 
City’s rivers for dumping garbage and sewage. 
Human and animal bodies floated in the 
stagnant waters, emitting a terrible stench.

Mexico goes deep
Mexico gained independence from Spain 

in 1810. To deal once and for all with its 
flooding problems, city leaders decided in 
the 1890s to channel rain, flood waters and 
sewage away from the city via a 30-mile 
desagüe, or drainage channel.

Around this time, the population of the 
capital began to explode. Mexico City had 
350,000 residents in 1900 and 3 million 
in 1950. By the 1930s, its novel sanitation 
system was already insufficient. Plus, 
residents were still using Mexico City’s many 
rivers for washing clothes, as garbage pits 
and as sewers.

In 1938, the architect Carlos Contreras 
proposed enclosing three polluted rivers – 
the Piedad, the Consulado and the Verónica 

– and turning them into one giant viaduct to 
prevent flooding, disease and death. Political 
conditions did not allow this idea to move 
forward at the time, but the idea of putting 
Mexico City’s filthy waterways into enormous 
pipes and burying them stuck.

Over the following decades, rivers began 
to be put underground. Between 1947 and 
1952 most of Mexico City’s 45 rivers were 
channeled into giant tubes, buried and paved 
over. Today, these rivers are visible only in 
the names of the streets that run over them: 
Rio Mixcoac Avenue, Rio Churubusco Avenue 
and others.

Smog bowl
This system gave mid-century Mexico City 

enough sewer capacity, roads and buildings 
to serve its population. The foul smell and 
unsanitary conditions also diminished, 
because people couldn’t dump garbage into 
covered waterways.

But without its rivers, Mexico City dried 
up and grew dusty. And because of its 
geography – located on a plateau, surrounded 
by mountains – the dust was unable to escape. 
Mexico City is in a bowl that traps whatever 
floats in the air. 

Starting in the 1980s, the number of cars 
grew into the millions, trapping pollution too. 
Today, Mexico City is notorious for its smog 
and for the terrible health consequences pollution 
brings, including asthma and heart disease.

The coronavirus outbreak wasn’t caused 
by polluted air. But the city’s bad air quality – 
together with overcrowding and other poverty-
related factors – creates the conditions for 
COVID-19 to severely sicken and kill more people.

In trying to eliminate waterborne illness, the 
Mexican capital ended up helping an airborne 
virus find more hosts. It’s an irony of history the 
Aztecs would surely mourn.

[the writer is Associate Professor of 
Social Work, University of Memphis]

Kahani Abhi Baaki Hain
the Jorethang enquiry has only closed the 

digressions, not answered the main question 

The State Government has revoked the suspension 
of the two Sikkim Police personnel stationed at 

the Melli check-post on whose watch the Jorethang 
family entered Sikkim without bothering with any of 
the formalities otherwise imposed on returnees. The 
“illegal” entry was explained to a miscommunication 
between the concerned SHO and the personnel on duty. 
It is good that this part of the episode has been cleared 
because now everyone can focus on the phone call that 
set the whole thing off – the one made by the Director 
General of Police to the Station House Officer at Melli. 
The administration would like to have Sikkim believe 
that the matter has been enquired into and resolved, 
but that cannot be the case. At best, the enquiry and 
the subsequent action has closed the digressions and 
distractions, and now the moot issue can be addressed 
and focused upon.

The State administration delivered rare diligence 
and quick imagination to extricate the DGP from the 
sticky situation he found himself in for a midnight 
call he made to an SHO – an officer at least six rungs 
below his perch – to facilitate the travel of a Jorethang-
resident currently residing in Siliguri. Readers are 
aware of the Jorethang episode and the social media 
storm it kicked up. On Saturday, everyone from a 
Director General of Police to the Chief Secretary to an 
SP to the SHO played out an artful dodge. They rolled 
out a sequence of events which is long and convoluted 
and might even be true, but is of no real consequence, 
because at the crux of everything is not whether there 
was miscommunication between the SHO and the 
personnel at the border check-post. It is not where 
things ended up that is the only issue of concern; it is 
where the story began that stinks the most. For instance, 
does it really require a phone call from the DGP for 
someone to be able to leave Sikkim? How many of the 
readers here have the reach and access to get the DGP 
to call an SHO at midnight to seek a favour? Niskinidinu 
is what the DGP directed the SHO to do for the family 
from Jorethang. Even in translation this means that the 
family to be allowed to pass through the check-post. As 
far as that original communication is concerned, there 
is no clear indication of whether the request was made 
for entry or exit, it was just for unhindered passage 
through the check-post. What the SHO understood and 
conveyed to the personnel at the check-post and the 
miscommunication that resulted is a different matter 
and that end of the episode has been addressed by the 
clarifications offered and actions taken since. 

Now, the main issue should be addressed. Is it 
normal for the DGP to call an SHO, at close to midnight, 
with a request to ignore standing protocols to allow 
anyone passage through a border check-post? The 
police top-brass is on record commenting that they 
have not been very strict in allowing people exit from 
Sikkim, so why did it require an officer of the rank of 
a DGP to put in a recommendation for it? Some would 
argue that the administration has been excessively 
strict about controlling the movement of people, and 
now they also know that with the right contacts, even 
the supposedly watertight borders can be made to 
leak. Any real and independent enquiry would have 
looked at this aspect and conveyed convincingly to 
the people that such lapses are rare and examples 
will be made of those who push their weight around. 
None of that has happened yet.  And the hope is that 
since the distractions have now been addressed and 
explained, the really problematic part of this entire 
embarrassment is addressed.
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Assam reports 365 new covid-19 

cases; total mounts to 9,799
Guwahati, Jul 3 (PTI): 
As many as 365 more 
people tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Assam on 
Friday, taking the total 
number of cases in the 
state to 9,799, Health 
and Family Welfare 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said.

Of the new cases, 
134 were reported from 
Guwahati city, which 
falls under Kamrup 
(Metro) district, where 
a complete lockdown 
has been imposed for 14 
days from June 28.

Taking to Twitter, 
Sarma said, “365 new 
#COVID19+ cases 
detected today. Out of 
total cases today, 134 
were reported from 
Guwahati City. Take 
proper precautions and 
care to stay safe.”

The state had 
detected 479 new cases 

on Thursday. The single-
day highest of 613 
cases in the state were 
detected on June 30.

Guwahati city, where 
the situation has been 
described as critical 
by the minister, has 
reported 2,114 positive 
cases since June 24.

Meanwhile, 221 
more patients were 
discharged from 
various hospitals on 
Friday, taking the total 
number of discharged 
patients to 6,327 in 
Assam.

“Glad to share that 
221 more patients 
have been discharged 
today from various 
civil, district and model 
hospitals in Assam. Stay 
fit stay safe,” Sarma said.

Of the total 9,779 
COVID-19 positive cases 
in the state, 3,455 are 
active, 14 have died and 

three have migrated.
Meanwhile, the 

state government 
started a plasma bank 
at the Guwahati Medical 
College Hospital (GMCH) 
on Friday, with the 
first donor being a 
convalescent doctor, 
Sarma said.

The donor is the first 
doctor to test positive in 
the state at the GMCH 
and he donated his 
plasma after the facility 
became functional on 
Friday.

“Glad to share 

that we’ve started a 
#PlasmaBank at GMCH. 
The first convalescent 
donor is a doctor himself, 
a #COVID19 patient”, the 
minister tweeted.

Sarma interacted 
with COVID-19 positive 
patients on Friday 
evening at the GMCH 
following complaints on 
social media regarding 
alleged negligence 
towards the patients 
by doctors and health 
workers.

“In view of a 
systematic campaign 

to malign Assam 
government’s efforts on 
#COVID19 management 
and feed false narratives, I 
personally visited COVID 
ward at GMCH and met 
over 40 recovering 
patients, who expressed 
satisfaction”, he 
tweeted.

Sarma also reviewed 
the arrangements at the 
COVID care hospitals 
at IIT, Guwahati, which 
has 800 beds, and the 
Maniram Dewan Trade 
Centre here, which has 
been converted to a 450-
bed facility.

The state has tested 
4,38,882 samples so far.

At present, there 
are 15,034 people in 
institutional quarantine 
and 1,28,506 are 
being tracked in home 
quarantine, according to 
the daily bulletin of the 
Health department.

20 fresh covid-19 cases in Arunachal; tally 252
Itanagar, Jul 4 (PTI): 
Twenty more people 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Arunachal 
Pradesh on Saturday, 
taking the state’s tally 
of coronavirus patients 
to 252, a senior health 
official said.

Of the fresh cases, 
eight were reported from 
West Kameng district 
and six each from the 
capital complex and 

Changlang, Surveillance 
Officer Dr L Jampa said.

“All the cases 
were reported from 
quarantine centres. 
Sixteen of them were 
asymptomatic, while 
four have symptoms of 
the infection,” he said.

The new patients 
had recently returned 
from Assam, Bihar, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, 

Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, West 
Bengal, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand and 
Telangana, Jampa said.

“The four 
symptomatic patients 
from West Kameng 
are admitted to the 
military hospital while 
the remaining 16 were 
shifted to COVID care 
centres,” Jampa said.

Four patients -- 

three in Changlang and 
one in West Kameng -- 
were discharged from 
COVID care centres 
on Friday and advised 
to stay in home 
quarantine for 14 days, 
he added.

Arunachal Pradesh 
now has 176 active 
coronavirus cases, 
while 75 patients have 
recovered from the 
disease and one has 

died of the infection.
The capital complex 

is the worst-affected 
with 81 COVID-19 
cases, followed by 
Changlang (52), West 
Kameng (21) and 
Namsai (10).

A total of 25,917 
samples were tested 
for the disease in the 
state till Friday and 
the results of 1,584 are 
awaited, Jampa said.

Assam govt allows certain relaxations during lockdown in Kamrup (Metro) district
Guwahati, Jul 4 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
has allowed certain 
relaxations during the 
ongoing lockdown in 
Kamrup (Metro) district, 
under which Guwahati 
city falls, from July five 
to 12, Chief Secretary 
Kumar Sanjay Krishna 
said on Saturday.

A complete lockdown 
has been imposed in 
the district for 14 days 
since June 28 following 
a surge in the number 
of COVID-19 cases in 
Guwahati city.

Guwahati city has 
reported 2,114 COVID-19 
cases.

According to the 
relaxations, grocery 
shops are allowed to 
operate between 11 am 
and 4 pm on July six and 
eight with the deputy 
commissioner issuing 
requisite directives to 
ensure only 20 per cent 
of all shops are allowed 
to open on any day, he 
said in an order issued 
on Saturday.

Shopkeepers and 
customers shall have 
to wear masks, hand 
gloves and maintain 
social distancing and 
the responsibility of 
maintenance of social 
distancing will be on 
the shopowners and 
failure to do so will be 
viewed very seriously 
and may entail summary 
closure of defaulting 
shops.

The wholesalers 

of grocery items are 
allowed to replenish 
stocks of retailers on July 
five and seven between 
3 pm and 6 pm but no 
retail sale will be allowed 
during this period, he 
said.

Activities relating to 
essential items supply 
from and to Food 
Corporation of India 
(FCI) establishments 
shall be allowed to 
operate but it will ensure 

that social distancing 
is maintained while 
loading/unloading of 
goods and that vehicles 
carrying goods to other 
districts proceed to 
destinations without any 
stoppage inside (Kamrup 
Metro) district.

House to house sale 
of fruits and vegetables 
will be allowed between 
8 am and 2 pm on 
Monday and Wednesday 
but no roadside vending 

of fruit, vegetable, fish 
and other commodities 
will be allowed.

Activities related to 
wholesale distribution of 
medicines and medical 
equipment shall be 
allowed between 10 am 
and 3 pm on Monday and 
Wednesday.

Veterinary clinics, 
veterinary medicine 
shops are allowed to 
operate on all days 
between 10 am and 4 
pm while feed shops are 
allowed to operate on 
Monday and Wednesday.

E - c o m m e r c e 
distribution activities are 
allowed between 11 am 
and 4 pm on July 10 only.

Only 10 per cent 
of post offices and Life 
Insurance Corporation 
offices are allowed to 
operate with only 10 per 
cent staff.

All other restrictions 
imposed by the 
previous order on June 
26 announcing the 
lockdown shall remain in 
place, the order stated.

Book digs into mysterious world of equity market
New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI): 
A new book seeks to 
dispel misconceptions 
about the equity 
market as it looks at 
stock market investing 
from the lens of 
theory, psychology and 
business.

It also showcases 
index investing as a 
solution to earning a 
fair share of market 
return while shielding 
against financial sharks 
to sail safe during the 
impending economic 
slowdown.

“Index Investing: 

A Low Cost, Low Risk 
Strategy to Investment 
Success” is written 
by complex securities 
analyst Abhishek Kumar 
and published by SAGE 
India.

The author says 
mass ignorance about 
some of the fundamental 
principles of investment 
has resulted in three 
major consequences 
- low participation of 
investors in the Indian 
equity market, below 
par investment return, 
and huge income for 
mutual fund houses 

and brokerage firms in 
the form of fat fees and 
commissions.

The purpose of 
the book, Kumar says 
is to “dispel those 
misconceptions, myths 
and misinformation 
which are being spoon-
fed to the common 
masses by these 
financial croupiers and 
to bring equity in the 
equity market”.

Most investors get 
it wrong when it comes 
to understanding the 
nuances of the equity 
market.

According to the 
author, this is not 
because investors 
are ignorant or lack 
the requisite skills 
to understand the 
factors affecting this 
market, but mainly 
because they get 
misleading information 
from market players 
and financial 
intermediaries.

“As the market 
keeps falling and rising, 
testing the patience 
of the investors; it 
becomes imperative 
for the investors to 

understand that such 
volatility is the inherent 
nature of the market and 
they get rewarded only for 
their ability to shoulder 
such risks,” he says.

“Now not every risk 
gets rewarded and it is 
the duty of the investors 
to eliminate such 
risks which pays them 
nothing. Investing in 
an index fund does the 
job of eliminating such 
risks and ensures that 
its investors outperform 
the vast majority of all 
other investors in the 
long run,” he says.

Bus ticket printing biz in Bengal 
hit hard amid lockdown

Kolkata, Jul 4 
(PTI): The temporary 
suspension of private 
bus services amid the 
lockdown had not just 
hit hard the vehicle 
operators and their 
employees, but also all 
associated ancillary 
businesses, including 
the printing presses that 
manufacture tickets for 
collection of fares.

Bhaskar Maity, the 
owner of a small-scale 
printing press here that 
churns out bus tickets, 
said his business, 
which had gone down 
to zero during the 
lockdown, did not pick 
up much even after the 
resumption of services 
in early June.

“With many buses 
still not back on the 
streets, business has 
been a trickle of what 

it used to be during 
normal times,” Maity 
claimed.

“A set of one lakh 
tickets are sold for Rs 
1,500. On an average, 
a printing press 
manufactures around 
25 to 26 lakh tickets 
in a month, catering to 
around 250 buses,” he 
said.

Another such printing 
press owner in the city, 
Arunesh Bose, said 
he used to sell tickets 
worth around Rs 40,000 
every month before the 
COVID-19 outbreak, 
with an average profit of 
around Rs 15,000.

Staff salary also adds 
to the expenses, he said.

Maity explained 
that just about two to 
three lakh tickets were 
manufactured last month 
in his press, thus making 

it difficult for him to 
make ends meet.

Managing family 
expenses is getting 
increasingly difficult in 
the midst of this crisis, he 
lamented.

Bose, however, 
expressed hope that 
business will be better 
in the coming days, with 
more private buses now 
getting back on the roads 
in the city and districts.

Several private bus 
operators had stayed off 
the streets last month, 
demanding a fare hike 
due to high fuel prices 
and Covid-related curbs 
on passenger load.

A section of operators, 
following a meeting with 
the transport secretary 
on Wednesday, had given 
assurances that more 
buses will be pressed 
into service.

odisha govt to give monthly pension to transgenders
Bhubaneswar, Jul 
4 (PTI): The Odisha 
government has decided 
to include members 
of the transgender 
community in a social 
welfare scheme which 
provides a monthly 
pension to the needy, a 
minister said.

Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik has 
approved a proposal 
to cover the members 
of the community 
under the Madhu Babu 
Pension Yojana (MBPY) 
which aims at providing 
financial assistance to 
the destitute elderly, 
d i f f e r e n t l y - a b l e d 
persons and widows, he 
said.

Around 5,000 
transgenders will get 
a monthly pension in 
between Rs 500 and Rs 
900 depending on their 

age, Social Security 
and Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities 
(SSEPD) minister Ashok 
Panda said.

The government’s 
decision was taken in 
view of the promises 
made in the ruling BJD’s 
manifesto for the 2019 
Assembly polls, the 
minister said.

Panda said that the 
transgender people will 
have to apply on the 
official website of the 
department to register 
themselves under the 
MBPY.

“Around 5,000 
transgenders will benefit 
from the government’s 
decision,” he said.

The associations 
of transgenders hailed 
the state government 
for including them 
under the social welfare 

programme.
Some other states 

have already introduced 
such social welfare 
schemes for the 
community.

For instance, the 
J&K Administrative 
Council has reportedly 
extended the coverage 
of its Integrated Social 
Security Scheme to 
transgenders. Andhra 
Pradesh and Kerala 
governments had 
earlier announced 
pension schemes for 
them.

Panda, however, 
said that the Odisha 
government has 
also decided to give 
one-time additional 
assistance of Rs 1,000 
to each of 48 lakh existing 
beneficiaries under the 
MBPY scheme in view of 
the COVID-19 crisis.

HAvE  A STORy TO SHARE? 
email us: news@summittimes.com
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Jimmie Johnson 1st nAScAr driver to test positive for virus
Indianapolis, Jul 
4 (AP): Seven-time 
NASCAR champion 
Jimmie Johnson has 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus and will 
miss this weekend’s race 
at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.
The 44-year-old Johnson 
is the first driver in 
any NASCAR series to 
test positive and the 
news Friday evening 
cast a shadow over the 
historic NASCAR-IndyCar 
doubleheader races 
coming up Saturday 
and Sunday. There was 
no indication any races 
would be affected.

H e n d r i c k 
Motorsports said 
Johnson will not return 
until he is cleared by 
a physician. He was 
tested earlier Friday 
after his wife, Chani, 
tested positive after 
experiencing allergy-like 
symptoms.

Johnson is 
asymptomatic.

“My first priority is 
the health and safety of 
my loved ones and my 
teammates,” Johnson 
said.

“I’ve never missed a 
race in my Cup career, 
but I know it’s going to 
be very hard to watch 
from the sidelines when 
I’m supposed to be 
out there competing. 
Although this situation is 
extremely disappointing, 
I’m going to come back 

ready to win races and 
put ourselves in playoff 
contention.”

Johnson earlier 
Friday held a Zoom 
session with reporters 
to discuss Sunday’s race 
and an upcoming test of 
an Indy car on the road 
course at the fabled 
venue. He will now 
miss that test, as well 
as what was supposed 
to be his final Brickyard 
400. Justin Allgaier will 
replace him in the No. 48 
Chevrolet.

“Jimmie has handled 
this situation like the 
champion he is,” said 
Rick Hendrick, owner of 
Hendrick Motorsports.

“We’re relieved he 
isn’t showing symptoms 
and that Chani is doing 
great, and we know he’ll 
be back and ready to go 
very soon. It’s going to be 
difficult for him to be out 
of the car and away from 
his team, but it’s the right 
thing to do for Jimmie 
and everyone involved.”

H e n d r i c k 
Motorsports said it 
has implemented 
detailed procedures to 
protect the health of its 
team members. They 
include daily COVID-19 
screenings at the team 
facilities; the separation 
of facility operations 
and traveling personnel; 
split work schedules; 
stringent face covering 
and social distancing 
requirements; and 

an increased level 
of disinfecting and 
sanitization of all work 
areas.

Johnson is scheduled 
to retire from full-time 
NASCAR competition at 
the end of the season 
and was trying to tie 
Jeff Gordon and Michael 
Schumacher as the only 
five-time winners at 
Indianapolis.

Johnson has made 
663 conscutive Cup 
Series starts the longest 
streak among active 
drivers and is currently 
12th in the standings, 63 
points inside the playoff 
picture. NASCAR’s rules 

state a driver must be 
symptom free and have 
two negative coronavirus 
tests in a 24-hour span to 
return.

NASCAR said it has 
granted Johnson a playoff 
waiver.

“Jimmie is a true 
battle-tested champion, 
and we wish him well in 
his recovery,” the series 
said.

Johnson could 
potentially also miss the 
Cup race at Kentucky 
and the All-Star race at 
Bristol. Next week’s test 
of the road course at Indy 
in Scott Dixon’s car has 
also been scrapped.

NASCAR was one of 
the first sports to resume 
competition from the 
pandemic shutdown and 
has completed 11 Cup 
races since its May 17 
return. The sanctioning 
body does not test 
for coronavirus but 
participants are required 
to do a temperature 
check as they enter the 
facility.

Drivers have been 
told to isolate at the track 
and there is very little 
interaction beyond radio 
conversation between 
the competitor and his 
crew.

Although Stewart-

Haas Racing and Team 
Penske both said they’ve 
had positive tests 
from shop-based team 
members, Johnson is the 
first driver. Earlier Friday, 
Brazilian sports car 
driver Felipe Nasr said 
he had tested positive 
and will miss Saturday’s 
IMSA event at Daytona 
International Speedway.

Johnson earlier 
Friday discussed the 
Indy car test scheduled 
with Chip Ganassi 
Racing, which he said 
was the first step in 
determine if actual 
races are in his future. 
If he’s any good, he said, 

he would be open to 
racing all 12 street and 
road course events on 
the IndyCar schedule.

Johnson has long said 
safety concerns would 
keep him from racing 
on IndyCar oval tracks, 
but Friday he offered a 
surprisingly softer stance 
about the Indy 500.

IndyCar this year 
unveiled its aeroscreen 
windshield designed 
to protect the drivers 
from debris as they sit 
in the open-air cockpits. 
Saturday will mark just 
the second race with the 
device, but it appeared 
problem-free last month 
on the oval at high-speed 
Texas Motor Speedway.

“Their safety on 
ovals has dramatically 
increased this year with 
the windscreen. So, 
I’ll keep a close eye on 
things there and see how 
the safety level looks,” 
Johnson said.

“I’ve always wanted 
to race the Indy 500. I’d 
have to do a lot of selling 
to my wife to get that 
pass, but my true desire 
right now is to just run 
the road courses.”

Johnson has his eye 
on the street course race 
in Long Beach, California, 
a race that was canceled 
this year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
but is one of the most 
storied events on the 
IndyCar calendar at a 
track just a couple hours 

from his native El Cajon.
“When I was a kid 

growing up, the closest 
IndyCar racing for me 
was at Long Beach so 
one of my hopes is that 
I am able to race at Long 
Beach,” Johnson said.

“I hung on the fence a 
lot as a kid watching and 
dreaming. .... There’s a lot 
of sentimental value with 
that race and I hope to 
race there.”

He is stuck in a three-
year losing streak but 
Hendrick Motorsports 
has been dramatically 
improved this season 
and Johnson has been 
competitive. He has also 
been actively prepping 
for a whirl in an Indy car 
and had been scheduled 
to test with the McLaren 
team before the 
pandemic.

“It’s a test, it’s a tryout 
and it’s a two-way street. 
Two-way tryout for the 
team to look at me and 
for myself to look at a 
team,” he said.

“If I’m about four 
seconds off the pace, then 
that’s probably a quick 
sign that I don’t need to 
be in one of these cars. 
If I’m within a certain 
amount of time and I 
have a good feel of the 
car, then for me, I feel like 
that’s an important first 
step that I need to know 
that I can be competitive.

“I do not want to go 
race in any series and not 
be competitive,” he said.

Morata double leads Atletico to 3-0 over Mallorca in liga

Barcelona, Jul 4 (AP): 
lvaro Morata scored 
twice to lead Atl tico 
Madrid to a 3-0 win over 
Mallorca and extend 
its strong finish to the 
Spanish league.
Diego Simeone’s team 
has long been out of the 
title race being disputed 
by leader Real Madrid 
and second-placed 
Barcelona, which they 
trail by eight points.

But Atl tico is one of 
the hottest teams as La 
Liga ticks down before 
it shifts focus to the 
Champions League final 
eight to be played in 
Portugal next month.

In March when the 
league was halted, Atl 
tico was struggling to 

secure a Champions 
League berth for next 
season. It is now well on 
course to finishing third.

Atl tico has remained 
undefeated in seven 
matches since the 
Spanish league resumed 
following a three-
month stoppage for the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We were in a 
complicated situation 
before the stoppage, but 
we have been playing 
well since we got back 
to playing and have 
been playing with a 
great attitude,” Morata 
said.

Simeone’s side 
dominated the 
relegation-threatened 
Mallorca from kickoff.

Morata earned 
a penalty when he 
was pulled down by 
Aleksandar Sedlar in the 
area.

Goalkeeper Manuel 
Reina blocked his strike, 
but a video review 
helped the referee order 
a redo of the spot kick 
after Sedlar entered the 
area too early.

Morata stepped back 
up and on a second try 
rifled the ball into the 
top corner in the 29th 
minute.

“Missing and then 
getting back up and 
trying again is part of 
football,” Morata said 
about the penalty.

The former Chelsea 
and Real Madrid 

striker was back on the 
scoreboard in first-half 
injury time when Jorge 
“Koke” Resurrecci n 
stole the ball and played 
Marcos Llorente clear to 
reach the end line, where 
he found Morata at the 
far post to tap home.

The goals were 
Morata’s 10th and 11th 
of the season in league 
play.

Mallorca could not 
muster a comeback 
and Renan Lodi hit the 
crossbar for Atl tico 
before Koke scored in the 
79th. His shot deflected 
off a defender to give 
Reina no chance to save.

Mallorca was left five 
points from safety with 
four games left.

Pacers’ Oladipo to sit out restart of season

Washington, Jul 4 
(AP): The Indiana Pacers 
will finish this season 
without Victor Oladipo 
after the two-time All-
Star decided to sit out 
because of the risk of re-
injuring his right knee.
Earlier this week, Oladipo 
told reporters he was 
still debating whether 
to join his teammates in 
Orlando.

“We totally respect 
and understand Victor’s 
decision to not play in 
the restart of the NBA’s 
season,” Pacers president 
of basketball operations 
Kevin Pritchard said 
Friday in a statement.

“The first priority 
for our players is, and 
always will be, their 
health, whether that 
be physical or mental 
health. Victor has looked 
great in workouts, 
but the timing of the 
restart and lack of 
5-on-5 activity makes 
it difficult to for him to 
commit to playing at the 
high level he expects 
with regards to further 
injury.”

On Wednesday, 
coach Nate McMillan 
said he anticipated 
having Oladipo in the 
NBA’s “bubble,” working 
out with his teammates 

and a final decision 
would be made at a later 
date.

But Oladipo didn’t 
wait that long.

After spending 
almost a full year 
rehabbing his right 
quadriceps tendon, the 
guard returned to the 
court Jan. 29.

Oladipo played in 13 
games before the season 
was suspended by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
He was averaging 13.8 
points, 3.2 rebounds 
and 3.0 assists while 
shooting 39.1%, and 
appeared to be rounding 
into form.

His contract expires 
after next season.

“His future health is 
the No. 1 priority and we 
look forward to having 
him back at full strength 
for the 2020-21 season,” 
Pritchard said.

“This is not a unique 
situation for our team, 
playing without key 
players like Victor and 
Jeremy Lamb. This 
team has shown great 
resolve in responding to 
adversity and we fully 
expect this will be no 
different. We remain 
excited about what 
they can accomplish in 
Orlando.

recreational cricket to return in england on July 11
London, Jul 4 (PTI): The England 
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
has announced the resumption of 
recreational cricket from July 11 after 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson gave the 
green light.
The ECB’s announcement on Friday 
night came after Johnson made a 
U-turn after his earlier suggestion that 
teas and dressing rooms were among 
major obstacles in the amateur and 
grassroots game -- a traditional feature 
of British summertime -- returning 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

An ECB statement said the 
UK government’s announcement 
pertaining to recreational cricket 

applies at this time to England only.
“The ECB is delighted that the UK 

Government has given the green light 
for recreational cricket in England 
to return from Saturday 11 July,” the 
statement said.

“The latest update from the UK 
Government signals progression from 
Step 3 to Step 4 of ECB’s roadmap 
to return for the recreational game, 
meaning competitive cricket matches 
in England with adjustments to respect 
hygiene and social distancing would be 
permitted.”

Earlier on Friday, PM Johnson made 
a U-turn from his reservation of return 
of recreational cricket, saying he 

“sought scientific advice” after being 
“stumped”.

“We do want to work as fast as 
possible to get cricket back, and we will 
be publishing guidelines in the next 
few days, so that cricket can resume in 
time for next weekend,” he said.

The ECB said it has maintained a 
constant dialogue with the Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
(DCMS) throughout this process.

“... the UK Government have stated 
that COVID-secure guidance will 
be published in the coming days. 
Guidelines are already prepared for 
the return of recreational cricket 
and following the Prime Minister’s 

comments, will now be finalised and 
published early next week.”

ECB chief executive officer, 
Tom Harrison said: “We have had 
a responsibility throughout this 
period of time to work with the UK 
Government and to plan alongside 
the cricket network to try and 
mitigate COVID-19’s impact on the 
2020 season.

“They (government) now agree 
that with appropriate measures in 
place to mitigate the risk, it is safe. 
We know how difficult it has been for 
everyone to go without cricket this 
summer, and we thank you for your 
patience.

“As the nation’s summer sport 
we believe we have a role to play 
in getting people active across the 
country, especially young people, and it 
is heartening to know that club cricket 
albeit  with social  distancing in 
place and some other adaptations 
wil l  soon be back across  England.”

Professional  cricket  has  already 
been given the green l ight  to 
restart ,  and England wil l  take on 
West  Indies  in  a  three-match Test 
series ,  beginning at  Southampton 
on July  8  which wil l  mark the 
resumption of  international 
cricket  after  the coronavirus-forced 
break.

visit us at: www.summittimes.com
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As coronavirus cases skyrocket, uS marks July 
fourth with pleas for people to skip the parties

(CNN): After a week 
of skyrocketing 
coronavirus cases in the 
United States, officials 
are issuing a stark 
warning this July Fourth: 
Skip the parties.
If you really have to go, 
wear a mask, wash your 
hands and maintain 
social distancing. And 
if you must host, try to 
keep festivities outdoors 
and save the partygoers’ 
information for future 
contact tracing if needed.
Coronavirus cases are 
rising in 36 states heading 
into the weekend -- with 
California, Arizona, Texas 
and Florida all posting 
record numbers of new 
infections this week.

The virus has killed 
more than 129,000 
people and infected over 
2.7 million in the US since 
the pandemic started, 
according to Johns 
Hopkins University. And 
for the third straight 
day Friday, the number 
of new cases surpassed 
50,000 nationwide.

Despite the bleak 
milestones, people 
yearning for some 
normalcy are planning 
barbecues, dips in lakes 
and gatherings to watch 
fireworks. But some are 
finding beaches in Miami 
and Los Angeles closed, 
tubing in Texas rivers 
banned and some city 
celebrations happening 
mostly on live streams.

Without stringent 
safety measures, health 
experts fear the holiday 
weekend could bring a 
wave of new infections 
that could overwhelm 
hospitals. To avoid a 

public health disaster, 
they’re imploring people 
to wear masks, skip bars 
and crowded places, 
and avoid mixing with 
people outside of their 
households.

“What we know is 
that our behavior is the 
most powerful tool we 
have right now against 
the virus,” said Dr. Nadine 
Burke Harris, surgeon 
general of California. 
“And we really need 
folks to, you know, step 
up. I know that folks are 
tired, but it’s absolutely 
critically important.”

Health care workers 
make plea to governor

In Georgia, where 
coronavirus cases are 
going up, about 1,400 
health care workers 
signed a letter to Gov. 
Brian Kemp asking 
him to increase state 
restrictions to slow 
the spread of the 
coronavirus.

The letter dated 
Thursday urged the 
governor to close 
bars and nightclubs 
and prohibit indoor 
gatherings of more than 

25 people, including 
at places of worship. 
It also recommends 
a statewide face 
covering requirement 
that allows mayors 
and county officials to 
institute requirements 
appropriate for their 
jurisdictions.

“During the past 
week we have seen a 
sharp spike in cases that 
cannot be accounted 
for by increased testing. 
We also are seeing a 
very troubling increase 
in hospitalizations 
that, if continuing, 
will overwhelm 
our healthcare 
infrastructure, not only 
in metro Atlanta but 
also in rural Georgia,” 
the letter said.

Dr. Jesse Couk, the 
chair of infectious 
disease at Shepherd 
Center and a doctor 
at Piedmont Atlanta 
Hospital, told CNN he 
worked with other 
doctors and health 
care professionals to 
create the letter after 
he became frustrated 
with lack of action after 

a spike in cases.
Couk and other 

medical contacts worked 
together to create the 
letter and have other 
health care professionals 
sign it. He said he wanted 
to highlight the need 
for increased social 
distancing and further 
restrictions to slow 
the spread, and was 
speaking as a member 
of the Infectious Disease 
Society of Georgia and 
not as a representative of 
Piedmont Atlanta.

More states make 
sweeping mask 
mandates

Mask mandates for 
Texas and Kansas went 
into effect Friday, which 
means 19 states and 
Washington, DC, now 
have such requirements.

“We have the ability 
to keep businesses open 
and move our economy 
forward so that Texans 
can continue to earn 
a paycheck, but it 
requires each of us 
to do our part ... and 
that means wearing a 
face covering in public 
spaces,” Texas Gov. 

Greg Abbott said.
Other governors have 

also issued statewide 
orders, including 
California, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois 
and Michigan. And in 
Tennessee, Gov. Bill Lee 
signed an executive 
order granting mayors 
in 89 counties the 
authority to issue mask 
requirements. It allows 
local governments to 
issue the mandates if 
a surge requires more 
preventative measures.

“While our densely 
populated urban areas 
continue to have the 
highest Covid-19 
case rates, our local 
governments expressed 
a need for greater 
flexibility in addressing 
a rise in cases and that 
includes setting stronger 
expectations around 
masks,” Lee said in a 
statement. “This targeted 
approach ensures we 
protect both lives and 
livelihoods and safely 
keep our economy open 
in Tennessee.”

In Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, the 
beaches will be open to 
thousands of visitors 
for the holiday weekend 
-- but with a mask 
requirement to help 
stop the spread, Mayor 
Brenda Bethune said.

Of the 36 states 
whose new cases have 
gone up this week 
compared to the previous 
one, nine of them have 
increased by over 50%. 
They are Montana, Idaho, 
Nevada, Florida, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Louisiana, 
Alaska and Delaware.

At rushmore, trump says protesters seek to ‘defame’ heroes
Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial 
(US), Jul 4 (AP): 
Speaking to a largely 
maskless crowd at 
Mount Rushmore, 
President Donald 
Trump said Friday that 
protesters have waged 
a merciless campaign 
to wipe out our history 
amid demonstrations 
against racial injustice 
and police brutality.

The sharp rebuke 
in a holiday address 
to mark the nation’s 
independence follows 
weeks of protests 
across the nation, 
sparked by the 
Memorial Day killing of 
George Floyd by police 
in Minneapolis.

S o m e 
demonstrators have 
also destroyed or 
damaged Confederate 
monuments and 
statues honouring 
those who have 
benefited from slavery.

This movement is 
openly attacking the 
legacies of every person 
on Mount Rushmore,” 
Trump said, adding 
that some on the 
political left hope to 
defame our heroes, 
erase our values, 
and indoctrinate our 
children.”

His speech, 
intended to rev up 
his conservative base, 
comes as Trump has 
seen his standing slump 
over his handling of the 
pandemic and response 
to protests and unrest 
around the country. 
With four months until 
the election, Trump’s 
hopes for a second 
term once buoyed by 
low unemployment and 
a roaring stock market 
seem uncertain.

Amid the 
headwinds, Trump has 
sharpened his focus 
on his most ardent 
base of supporters as 
concern grows inside 
his campaign that his 
poll numbers in the 
battleground states 
that will decide the 
2020 election are 
slipping.

Trump in recent 
weeks has increasingly 
lashed out at left-wing 
mobs,” used a racist 
epithet to refer to 
the coronavirus and 
visited the nation’s 
southern border to 
spotlight progress on 
his 2016 campaign 
promise to build a U.S.-
Mexico border wall.

The event, while 
not a campaign rally, 
had the feel of one as 
the friendly crowd 
greeted Trump with 
chants of Four more 
years! and cheered 
enthusiastically as he 
and first lady Melania 
Trump took the stage.

“Those who seek 
to erase our heritage 
want Americans to 
forget our pride and 
our great dignity, so 
that we can no longer 
understand ourselves 
or America’s destiny, 
Trump said.

The event drew 
thousands of spectators, 
most of them without 
masks, even as 
coronavirus cases spike 

across the country. 
The president was set 
to speak before a big 
fireworks show, the first 
to be held at the site in 
over a decade.

Hours before Trump 
arrived, protesters 
blocked a road leading 
to the monument.

A u t h o r i t i e s 
worked to move the 
demonstrators, mostly 
Native Americans 
protesting that South 
Dakota’s Black Hills 
were taken from the 
Lakota people against 
treaty agreements. 
About 15 protesters 
were arrested after 
missing a police-
imposed deadline 
to leave. Trump was 
expecting a South 
Dakota show of 
support, with the 
state Republican Party 
selling T-shirts that 
feature Trump on the 
memorial alongside 
George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, 
Theodore Roosevelt 
and Abraham Lincoln.

But concern about 
the coronavirus risk 
and wildfire danger 
from the fireworks, 
along with the Native 
American groups’ 
protests were also 
present.

Republican Governor 
Kristi Noem, a Trump ally, 
had said social distancing 
won’t be required during 
the event and masks 

will be optional. Event 
organizers were to 
provide masks to anyone 
who wanted them 
and planned to screen 
attendees for symptoms 
of COVID-19.

Noem, in her own 
remarks, echoed 
Trump’s attacks against 
his opponents who are 
trying to wipe away 
the lessons of history 
Make no mistake: This is 
being done deliberately 
to discredit America’s 
founding principles 
by discrediting the 
individuals who formed 
them, she said.

The small town of 
Keystone, which lies a 
couple of miles from the 
monument, was buzzing 
with people Friday hoping 
to catch a glimpse of 
the fireworks and the 
president.

Many wore pro-Trump 
T-shirts and hats. Few 
wore masks.

This is going to rank 
up in the top Fourth of 
Julys that I talk about, said 
Mike Stewhr, who brought 
his family from Nebraska.

Mike Harris of Rapid 
City, who said he was a 
Republican, wore a mask 
and waved an anti-Trump 
flag. He also was sporting 
a handgun on each hip. 
He said he was worried 
the event would spark a 
COVID-19 outbreak.

I think it’s a bad 
example being set by 
our president and our 
governor, Harris said.

Leaders of several 
Native American tribes in 
the region raised concerns 
that the event could 
lead to virus outbreaks 
among their members, 
who they say are 
particularly vulnerable to 
COVID-19 because of an 
underfunded health care 

system and chronic health 
conditions.

The president is putting 
our tribal members at risk 
to stage a photo op at one of 
our most sacred sites, said 
Harold Frazier, chairman 
of the Cheyenne River 
Sioux Tribe. Some Native 
American groups used 
Trump’s visit to protest 
the Mount Rushmore 
memorial itself, pointing 
out that the Black Hills 
were taken from the 
Lakota people.

Opponents of 5G networks set 
fire to Cyprus’ mobile antennas

Nicosia, Jul 4 (AP): A 
small group of people 
who oppose 5G mobile 
telephone technology 
is likely responsible for 
arson attacks against 
four mobile telephone 
antenna installations in 
Cyprus’ coastal town of 
Limassol, a Cypriot police 
official said Friday.

Police spokesman 
Christos Andreou told 
The Associated Press 
that law enforcement 
authorities have agreed 
with telecommunication 
service providers to step 
up security measures 
around antenna 
installations including 
stronger fencing and 
more frequent police 
patrols.

A statement issued 
by state-owned Cyprus 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Authority said that 
authorities are greatly 
troubled over the 
overnight arson attacks 
against antennas in three 
different parts of the city 
this week.

Some of the damaged 
antennas also belong to 

the telecom authority’s 
mobile telephone 
competitors. Damage 
to one installation 
hampers mobile phone 
connections in the area 
for weeks until repairs 
are completed, the 
authority said.

Cyprus currently has 
no 5G network installed.

Similar acts of 
vandalism have been 
repeated dozens of times 
this year in Europe, 
where conspiracy 
theories linking new 5G 
mobile networks and the 
coronavirus pandemic 
are fueling arson attacks 
on cell towers.

Popular beliefs 
and conspiracy 
theories that wireless 
communications pose 
a threat have long been 
around, but the global 
spread of the virus at the 
same time that countries 
were rolling out fifth 
generation wireless 
technology has seen 
some of those false 
narratives amplified.

The latest attacksin 
Cyrpus come on 

top of three earlier 
arson attempts 
against older mobile 
telephone antennas in 
Limassol during the 
Mediterranean island 
nation’s coronavirus 
lockdown, which was 
enacted in March.

A small, but vociferous 
online campaign against 
5G alleges in social media 
posits that emissions 
from the network’s 
antennas pose a serious 
health risk and may be 
linked to the spread of 
COVID-19 by weakening 
the human immune 
system.

The earlier incidents 
compelled Cyprus 
President Nicos 
Anastasiades to issue 
a statement in April 
dismissing what he 
called groundless fears 
that 5G poses any kind 
of danger to public 
health or safety.

Andreou said that 
police have opened 22 
cases against individuals 
for inciting others 
online to damage mobile 
telephone antennas. 

Heavy rain floods southern Japan, leaving over dozen missing
Tokyo, Jul 4 (AP): 
Heavy rain in southern 
Japan triggered flooding 
and mudslides on 
Saturday, leaving more 
than a dozen missing 
and others stranded on 
rooftops waiting to be 
rescued.

More than 75,000 
residents in the southern 
prefectures of Kumamoto 
and Kagoshima were 
asked to evacuate 
following pounding rains 
overnight.

NHK television 
footage showed large 
areas of Hitoyoshi town 

in Kumamoto inundated 
in muddy waters that 
gushed out from the 
Kuma River. Many cars 
were submerged up to 
their windows.

Mudslides smashed 
into houses and 
floodwaters carried 
trunks from uprooted 
trees. Several people 
were standing atop a 
convenience store as they 
waited for rescuers.

NHK said about 13 
people were reported 
missing. Kumamoto 
officials say they were still 
assessing the extent of 

damage. Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe set up a task 
force, vowing to do utmost 
to rescue the missing.

The Japan 
Meteorological Agency 
earlier issued warnings of 
extraordinary rain in parts 
of Kumamoto, about 1,000 
kilometers (600 miles) 
southwest of Tokyo, but 
later downgraded them 
as the rainfall estimated at 
100 milimeters (4 inches) 
per hour subsided.

Kumamoto Gov. 
Ikuo Kabashima said he 
requested help from the 
Japan Self-Defense Forces.
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FITNESS THERAPY! The actress, Lucy Hale hits the gym in LA 
after tearfully announcing the cancellation of her show, Katy Keene.
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Singers Kacey Musgraves and 
Ruston Kelly file for divorce

Los Angeles, Jul 4 (PTI): Country 
singer Kacey Musgraves has filed for 
divorce from her husband Ruston Kelly.
The multiple Grammy-winning artiste 
and 31-year-old Kelly had tied the knot 
in October 2017 after dating for over 
an year.

In a joint statement, obtained by 
Entertainment Tonight, the couple said 
they decided to separate after a very 
long period of trying to make it work.

“With heavy but hopeful hearts we 
wanted to put our own thoughts into 
the air about what’s happening. These 
kinds of announcements are always 
met with scrutiny and speculation and 
we want to stop that before it even 
starts,” the two said.

“We believe that we were put into 
each other’s lives for a divine reason 
and have both changed each other 
infinitely for the better. The love we 
have for each other goes far beyond 
the relationship we’ve shared as husband and wife. It’s a soul 
connection that can never be erased,” they added.

Musgraves, 31, and Kelly further said that they jointly took 
the “painful decision” to separate but they will “remain true 
friends” forever.

“We’ve made this painful decision together -- a healthy 

decision that comes after a very long period of trying the best 
we can. It simply just didn’t work.

“Though we are parting ways in marriage, we will remain 
true friends for the rest of our lives. We hold no blame, anger, 
or contempt for each other and we ask for privacy and positive 
wishes for us both as we learn how to navigate through this,” 
the statement read.

Jodie Comer explains her 
decision to leave social media

London, Jul 4 (PTI): “Killing Eve” star Jodie 
Comer says she exited social media as she 
couldn’t stop herself from reading negative 
things about her.

In an interview with British outlet OK 
Magazine, the Emmy winner said she has 
taken herself off from all the platforms until 
she gets some “self-control”.

“Until I get some self-control and manage 
not to go and seek out negative things on 
social media, I think it’s best for me to take a 
little step back,” Comer said.

“Also now, in this time, I am trying to be a 

little bit conscious of what I use it for. It feels 
a bit wrong to me to be doing any sort of self-
promotion at the moment, so I’m trying to 
be a little bit wary of that, while also being 
communicative and speaking to people,” she 
added.

Comer said social media is a “tricky thing” 
and she is still trying to “figure it out”.

On the work front, the actor most recently 
reprised her role of Villanelle in the third 
season of “Killing Eve”. She will next star 
opposite Ryan Reynolds in Shawn Levy’s 
“Free Guy”.

Clark Gregg, Jennifer Grey announce separation
Los Angeles, Jul 4 (PTI): Actor Clark Gregg and his wife 
Jennifer Grey have called it quits after being married for close 
to two decades.
Gregg, best known for playing Phil Coulson in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU), had tied the knot with the “Dirty 
Dancing” star in 2001.

In a statement posted on Instagram on Friday, the couple 
said they will always remain a “family who loves, values and 
cares for each other”.

“We recently made the difficult decision to divorce, but we 
remain close and are deeply grateful for the life we’ve shared 
and the wonderful daughter we’ve raised. - Jennifer and Clark. 
P.S. totally crying as we post this,” the couple said.

The 58-year-old actor started dating Grey, 60, in the 
summer of 2000 and got married the following year at Martha’s 
Vineyard during a ceremony attended by many celebrities.

They share a daughter, 18-year-old Stella Gregg.

Chris Hemsworth says script of Hulk 
Hogan biopic is deep in development’

London, Jul 4 (PTI): Hollywood star Chris Hemsworth says 
he is really excited about the biopic on WWE legend Hulk 
Hogan, which is currently in development.
The Thor actor revealed that he will bulk up his physique for 
the much-anticipated film to be directed by Joker helmer Todd 
Phillips.
This movie is going to be a really fun project. As you can 
imagine, the preparation for the role will be insanely physical. 
I will have to put on more size than I ever have before, even 
more than I put on for Thor.

‘And then there is the accent as well as the physicality and 
the attitude. I will also have to do a deep dive into the rabbit 
hole of the wrestling world, which I’m really looking forward 
to doing, Hemsworth told British magazine Total Film.

The project was announced last year, with 8 Mile scribe 
Scott Silver and John Pollono attached to pen the script.

It is expected to look into Hogan’s rise from the Florida 
wrestling circuit to becoming the face of the World Wrestling 
Federation in the 1980s where he squared off with villain 
Andre the Giant.

The 36-year-old actor, however, said that the team is still 
quite a way away from starting production on the film.

‘I haven’t even seen a script yet. The project is deep in 
development. Todd Phillips and I met to chat about it maybe a 
year or two ago. We talked about the idea for the film, which I 
think was going to be a TV series at one point.

‘There were a few different ideas about what portion of his 

life it was going to be set in, so we spitballed about what it 
could be and what I thought it might be. Thankfully, they ran 
with a few of those ideas and the script is in the process of 
being written - but Hulk Hogan is still quite a way away.’

The biopic will be produced by Michael Sugar through 
his Sugar23’s first-look Netflix deal along with Joint Efforts’ 
Phillips and Bradley Cooper, Eric Bischoff, and Hemsworth.

Hogan will also serve as executive producer along with 
Sugar23’s Ashley Zalta. Steve Desmond and Michael Sherman 
will serve as co-producers.
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ARIES:
The Universe wants you to experience 
divine union in this lifetime, and if you 
haven’t as yet, it’s not because you’re 
unworthy, but because you’re meant to step 
into your power first. Aries, this is a time 
of finding a balance between the masculine 
and feminine aspects of your personality; 
of realising that you’re heaven and earth in 
perfect expression. So, don’t feel the need 
to settle or compare your life story to that 
of others, especially because the one you’re 
meant to write has the potential to go down 
in the pages of history.
TAURUS:
Recognising what isn’t good for you is just 
as important as recognising what is. Today, 
you’re finding the strength and courage you 
need in order to exit a situation that has 
been bringing you down. No, it’s not selfish 
to choose yourself, Taurus. It’s time to let go 
of your martyr complex too.
geMini:
If you wake up feeling like a domestic 
god(dess), you’ve got your stars to thank. 
You’re in the mood to cook up a storm, 
make lotions and potions loaded with good 
intention, up the self-care game, and sing 
to your plants. It’s all about using what’s 

already available to you and connecting with 
the energy of Mother Earth. Single Geminis 
are being asked to keep an open mind. You 
may have the chance to mix and mingle with 
somebody who isn’t quite your type. Give 
them the benefit of the doubt anyway. 
cAncer:
Here’s the thing, Cancer: you always have 
a choice. The choice to stay where you are 
and the choice to bring forth the energy 
of change. So, choose what’s good for you. 
Quit playing the blame game. While you’re 
at it, let go of that martyr complex. Some 
of you may find that communication is a 
big issue for you right now (hello, Mercury 
retrograde!). But you can’t expect people 
around you to possess telepathic powers or 
to know that something’s wrong when you 
insist nothing is. 
leo:
Quit playing games with your own heart, 
Leo. You knew this relationship was toxic 
from the get-go. So why are you playing out 
this runner-chaser dynamic or vying for 
their attention as soon as they back off? This 
phase of your life requires you to recognise 
what isn’t good for you as you redirect your 
energy towards self-growth. PS: It’s time to 
revisit your personal goals.

virgo:
It’s time for a cup of truth tea, Virgo. You’ve 
been playing the blame game for some time 
now, and it isn’t helping you solve your 
problems. Time to change the narrative a 
little? Time to quit the martyr act and take 
the power back in your hands? The story 
you tell yourself will make all the difference 
here. For Virgos who are stuck in a dead-
end relationship, this weekend could bring 
with itself a major wake up call courtesy the 
eclipse energy. 
liBrA:
There’s a deep inner knowing within you, 
one that’s helping you recognise that things 
are not happening to you, they’re happening 
for you. You attracted certain experiences 
into your life in order to break past limiting 
patterns and step into your true power. 
Scorpio:
What’s the big deal about being busy and 
why are we always glorifying it? Today, 
you’re being asked to examine where this 
narrative is coming from. You don’t need to 
be buried under a pile of work in order to 
feel good about yourself. The old structures 
are falling apart, making way for a new way 
of life, one that honours both the yin and 
yang aspects of creation. You have the choice 

to decide where you want to vibrate at. 
SAGITTARIUS:
When you live a life of passion, you always 
run the risk of breaking your heart. But you 
wouldn’t know any other way, would you 
now? There’s deep inner alchemy within 
you, one that’s making you realise that 
things happened for you, not to you. They 
were meant to expand your heart so you can 
experience more love than you ever have 
in this lifetime. Despite how things turned 
out, you don’t regret your words or actions. 
Be present to what’s coming up from your 
subconscious without feeling the need to 
put a label on it. You are being led to a better 
place.
CAPRICORN:
You’re being asked to examine the interplay 
between giving and receiving. If you’ve been 
sacrificing your own needs for the benefit 
of others, you are likely to experience an 
imbalance in your own energy. Bring your 
awareness to this age-old pattern. Putting 
your own needs on the backburner may 
serve your ego self, but it’s not helping you 
become who you really are. Today, take 
your time before you commit to anything. 
Ask yourself if you resonate with the given 
task, and if you don’t, listen to the voice of 

your higher self that tells you that ‘no’ is a 
perfectly good answer. For others to respect 
your boundaries, you must learn to respect 
them yourself.
Tip: Restore the balance between giving and 
receiving.
AquAriuS:
You and your partner (or loved one) may have 
trouble seeing eye to eye on certain matters. 
But the differences do not have to become a 
point of contention, Aquarius. Let them help 
you bridge the gap and understand each other 
on a deeper level. Trust that active listening 
will open that door for you. The loneliness 
syndrome could be catching up with those 
who are in self-isolation right now. Instead of 
waiting on somebody to fill that void, focus on 
finding a sense of wholeness within..
piSceS:
Who says being in lockdown has to be 
boring and uninspiring? You’re in the mood 
to get the party started exactly where you 
are. Think dance and movement therapy, 
Pisces. You could also think about signing up 
for a virtual class of your choice or following 
a fitness guru you love! The key is to change 
things up and have fun as you’re sweating 
it out. PS: If you live with your partner, 
consider a couple’s work out.


