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Lhabab
Duechen
greetings
from Governor
and CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcT:

n the occasion of

Lhabab Duechen, Gov-
ernor Ganga Prasad has
extended warm greetings
to the people of Sikkim.

In a press commu-
niqué received from Raj
Bhavan, the Governor has
remarked, “Let us all pray
and strive for the actions
oriented towards the col-
lective good of mankind.
May the virtues of love
and compassion prop-
agated by Lord Buddha
continue to illuminate
the lives of my fellow Sik-
kimese. May the effect of
our good works get mul-
tiplied for wellbeing of all
sentient beings.”

In another press re-
lease, Chief Minister Pawan
Chamling and Tika Maya
Chamling have also extend-
ed warm greetings and
best wishes to the people
of Sikkim on the occasion
of Lhabab Duechen.

The CM, in his greet-
ings, has said, “I urge all my
fellow Sikkimese to follow
the teachings of Lord Bud-
dha about leading a noble
life, being kind and com-
passionate to all sentient
beings and to devote one-
self to the path of truth and
righteousness, transcend-
ing caste, creed, gender, re-
ligion and nationality.

On this auspicious oc-
casion of Lhabab Duechen,
I call upon all my fellow
Sikkimese brothers and
sisters to tread the path
of truth and righteousness
as preached by the Sakya-
muni for betterment of hu-
manity and the world.”

Bhoomi Poojan held for Manav Dharma Mandirin Namcheybong

PAKYONG, 30 OcT [IPR]:
Bhoomi Poojan for Ma-
nav Dharma Mandir at
Namcheybong in East
district took place in the
presence of Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling,
Minister for Tourism, Ir-
rigation, India-Nepal Riv-
er Development Project,
Government of Uttara-
khand, Satpalji Maharaj,
Speaker, SLA, KN Rai,
Area MLA, Beg Bahadur
Rai, Mahatma Baijis, dev-
otees, officials and the lo-
cal gentry.

The day started with
the Bhoomi Pooja where-
in the new mandir of Ma-
nav Uthan Sewa Samiti
[MUSS] is set to be con-
structed.

Mr Chamling, in his
short address, highlight-

ed the main motive be-
hind construction of this
new Mandir.

“Secularism has al-
ways been a focal point
of the government and
purity of mind along
with spirituality will lead
people towards a happy
life instead of greed and
impurity of the soul,” said
Mr Chamling.

He further added that
it was a very holy day to
have been blessed for
the auspicious event by
the Satguru himself and
thanked the Maharaj for
the blessing bestowed
for this holy work.

Mr Chamling in-
formed that the tenta-
tive cost of the Mandir
till date is estimated to
be Rs 5.5 crore and work

will be completed with-
in a year. He also stated
that all demands of re-
ligious eminence which
was placed in the 32 day-
long tour or Jan Sampark
Abhiyan has all been
sanctioned and work
orders will be distribut-
ed during the upcoming
Janta Mela which will be
held from 17 Dec, 2018.
“Sikkim is the only
State where the basic min-
imum needs of the people
have been fulfilled by the
Government and Sikkim
today bears testimony to
the peaceful co-existence
along with rapid devel-
opments in all fields,” Mr
Chamling added.
Uttarakhand  Tour-
ism Minister, Satpalji
turn to pg03

visitus at

Www.summittimes.
com

Justice Vijay Kumar Bisht sworn

ARPAN PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 30 OcT:

he swearing-in cer-

emony of the newly
appointed Chief Justice
of Sikkim, Justice Vijay
Kumar Bisht, was held
today at Ashirvad Bha-
wan in Gangtok today.

Governor Ganga
Prasad administered
the oath to Justice Bisht
while Chief Secretary, AK
Srivastava, read out the
warrant of appointment
of the newly appointed
Chief Justice of the High
Court of Sikkim.

The ceremony was
attended by Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling,
Member of Parliament,
Lok Sabha, PD Rai, MP,
Rajya Sabha, Hissay La-
chungpa, Speaker, Sikkim
Legislative Assembly,
KN Rai, Deputy Speaker,
SG Lepcha, Minister for

Tourism, Uttrakhand,
Satpal Ji Maharaj, Judge,
High Court of Sikkim, Jus-
tice Bhaskar Raj Pradhan,
and other dignitaries.

It may be mentioned
here, senior Uttarakhand
High Court Judge, Justice
Vijai Kumar Bisht was

elevated and transferred
on 24 Oct as the new
Chief Justice of Sikkim.
Earlier this month,
the collegiums of three
Supreme Court judges
including Chief Justice of
India, Ranjan Gogoi, Jus-
tice Madan B Lokur and

in as Chief Justice of Sikkim

Justice Kurian Joseph had
recommended  Justice
Bisht's elevation.

Born in Sept 1957 in
Lansdowne, Pauri Gar-
hwal district, Justice Bisht
has a law degree from the
Allahabad University. He
was enrolled as an advo-

cate with the Bar Council
of Uttar Pradesh in 1984
and practiced at the Alla-
habad High Court till Nov
2000. He was shifted to
Uttarakhand High Court
after the State’s formation.

During his 16-year
tenure at Allahabad, he
served as legal advisor
and standing counsel
for various government
departments such as the
Uttar Pradesh Higher
Secondary  Education,
Indian  Railways, UP
Land Development Cor-
poration, UP Coopera-
tive Housing Federation
and Ghaziabad Develop-
ment Authority.

Notably, Justice Bisht
was in the division bench
along with the then Chief
Justice KM Joseph which
quashed President’s rule
in Uttarakhand in Apr
2016.

Sikkim bags 25 medals
at NE Olympic Games

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Oct:

he first North East
Olympic Games was
held at Imphal in Mani-
pur from 24-28 Oct with
the participation of all
eight North East States.
Led by president of Sik-
kim Olympic Association,
Kuber Bhandari, Sikkim
participated in ten disci-
plines during the event, a
press release informs.
The closing ceremony
was held on 28 Oct in the
presence of Deputy Chief
Minister of Manipur, Y Joy-
kumar Singh, as chief guest.
Sikkim bagged med-
als in various disciplines

namely 1 gold, 2 silver &
3 bronze in Taekwondo,
3 silver in Wushu, 1 silver
& 3 bronze in Boxing, 1
silver & 3 bronze in Kara-
te, 2 bronze in Table Ten-
nis, 2 bronze in Badmin-
ton, 2 bronze in Athletics,
1 bronze in Weightlifting
and 1 bronze in Football.
The only gold in Tae-
kwondo was achieved by
Avinash Pradhan [under
58 kg category].

With 80 gold, 48 silver
and 31 bronze medals,
Manipur grabbed the first
position in the NE Olympic
Games followed by Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh in
second and third positions
respectively.

Namchi Mahotsav on Explore the
Ethnic Beauty theme this year

NamcH], 30 Oct [IPR]:
With the theme ‘Ex-
plore the Ethnic Beauty’,
three-day long Nam-
chi Mahotsav which is
scheduled to commence
from 03 Nov at Namchi
in South Sikkim prom-
ises to offer incredible
activities including the
Namchi Mahotsav Run.

The Namchi Mahot-
sav Run will be held on
03 Nov and will include
Men’s Open half mara-
thon and Namchi Mara-
thon 10K for both men
and women below 25
years of age.

The Men’s Open half
marathon will cover Nam-
chi Central Park, Bhan-
jyang and later will cul-
minate at Namchi Central
Park. For this marathon,
the participants will have
to submit an entry fee of
Rs 500. Entry for students
with valid students’ ID will
however be free.

The first, second and
third prize for this com-

petition is Rs 50,000, Rs
35,000 and Rs 25,000
respectively along with
medal and certificates. A
consolation prize of Rs
2000 and certificate will
also be handed over to par-
ticipants who will secure
positions from 4th to 10th.

For Namchi 10K Mar-
athon which is exclu-
sively for Namchi-Sing-
hithang constituency is
open for both men and
women below 25 years.
This marathon will com-
mence from Namchi Cen-
tral Park and will run
through viewpoint and
then finally the runners
will gather at Namchi
Central Park.

The entry for this 10K
marathon is free and the
prize money for the same
is Rs 25,000, Rs 15,000
and Rs 10,000 for both
men’s and women’s cat-
egory. The competitors
who will stand from 4th
to 10th positions will be
awarded with certificates

and a cash prize of Rs
2000.

District Collector
[South], Prabhakar Ver-
ma, informed that the
registration form for the
marathon will be avail-
able from 31 Oct on-
wards at a stall located
near the fountain at Cen-
tral Park in Namchi.

Further, the registra-
tion forms will also be
available at SDM offices
located in Jorethang and
Gyalshing. Similarly, the
forms can also be obtained
at Sports and Youth Affairs
Department, Gangtok and
Mangan.

Mr Verma informed
that the documents re-
quired for the marathon
registration are Birth Cer-
tificate and Aadhaar Card.
For further information one
can contactat 9933724958,
9734994169,7001057085.

The second and the
third day of Namchi Ma-
hotsav 2018 will feature an
array of activities such as

Tug of War, Ethnic Cultur-
al Programs, performance
from local artist and a band
along with Mountain Bik-
ing and many more major
attractions.

The Tug of War will
be open only for public of
Namchi-Singhithang con-
stituency and will be held
at Namchi Singhithang
ground. The prize for the
same is Rs 18,000 and Rs
12,000 for winners and the
runners up respectively.

The final day of the
Mahotsav on 05 Nov will
include a thrilling adven-
ture of mountain biking.
This is an open competi-
tion and the entry is free
for all. The venue for this
exciting escapade will
commence from Namchi
Central Point to Bhan-
jyang and then back to
Namchi Central point.
The prize for this moun-
tain biking competition
is Rs 7,000, Rs 5,000 and
Rs 3,000 respectively.

We welcome you to CLAY PLAY, an exhlbltlon cum sale of clay
art by home grown artist Anupa Rai from Pakyong, Sikkim. The
solo event showcases an array of home decor items and
accessories, handcrafted with love. Anupa mostly draws her
inspiration from nature.

Date:

Time: 9:00am

2/11/2018 -4/11/2018
- 6:00pm

Venue: Green Gangtok Boutique, Forest Colony Road, Gangtok

+91 97758 77317 &4 greengangtok@gmail.com
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Pest
management
training

on oilseeds
conducted in

West district

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcT:

rishi Vigyan Kendra,

West Sikkim and Agri-
culture Technology Man-
agement Agency [ATMA],
West conducted daylong
training programme on In-
tegrated Pest Management
on Oilseeds [rapeseed &
mustard] at Bhaluthang
GPU in West Sikkim today,
a press release informs.

Panchayat president,
Bhaluthang GPU, Radhi-
ka Rai, along with other
Panchayat members and
53 farmers attended the
programme.

Subject Matter Spe-
cialist [Plant Protection],
Rohini Silwal, highlighted
cultivation aspect of rape-
seed and mustard. She
also elaborated on the dif-
ferent pests as well as dis-
eases that cause damage
to the plant and lead to
yield loss while discuss-
ing their management
practices in organic way.

A similar programme
was organised by KVK,
West at Yangtey in West
Sikkim which had the par-
ticipation of 25 progressive
farmers from the area.

Social conflict
can’t end unless
forces fanning
it cease to exist:
Tushar Gandhi

ALiGARH (UP), Oct 30
(PTI): Noted author and
great-grandson of Ma-
hatama Gandhi, Tushar
Gandhi Tuesday said the
social conflict cannot end
unless the forces having
vested interest in creating
it cease to exist.

There can be no peace
in the world as long as the
military-armament indus-
try continues to call the
shots in global affairs, he
said, adding this industry
would collapse if there is
peace in the world.

Gandhi made the re-
marks while delivering his
keynote address at a sem-
inar on Gandhian Perspec-
tive on Alternative Dispute
Resolution at the Aligarh
Muslim University here.

It is the downtrod-
den, common people of
the world who pay the
price for the greed of pow-
er-brokers and the man-
ufacturers of armaments,
he said.

Referring to the inter-
nal peace in the country,
Gandhi said, “There are
forces at work which thrive
by creating internal con-
flicts in the country and as
long as there are political
forces which gain mileage
out of conflicts, the country
can never be at peace.”

He said India will truly
become a nation when all
these conflicts between
different sections of the
society are resolved and
the people work together
for a common cause.

Touching upon the
ongoing conflict at the
Sabarimala Temple in
Kerala, Gandhi said it was
not the real ‘bhakts’ (dev-
otees) of the Sabarimala
deity who are at the fore-
front of this imbroglio.

It is being fuelled by
those who seek political
mileage out of this con-
flict, he said.

Calling upon the
younger generation of
the country to take up
the challenge of resolv-
ing the internal conflicts
presently plaguing the
Indian society, Gandhi
said it is for the youths to
realise the importance of
destroying the “seeds of
conflict and hate”.

Rashtriya Ekta & Sankalp Diwas observed in the capital

GANGTOK, 30 Oct [IPR]:
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas and
Rashtriya Sankalp Diwas
were observed today at
a function held at Manan
Bhawan in Gangtok.

While Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas or National Unity
Day marks the birth an-
niversary of Late Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, a great
freedom fighter and nation
builder, Rastriya Sankalp
Diwas is observed every
year to mark the death
anniversary of Late Indi-
ra Gandhi, former Prime
Minister of India.

The two important
events are observed si-
multaneously across the
country on 31 Oct every
year. However, in Sikkim,
the event was observed a
day in advance as 31 Oct
is a State Holiday owing
to an important Buddhist
festival, Lhabab Deuchen.

State Chief Secretary,
AK Shrivastava, attended
the occasion as chief guest.
The function began with
the CS and the dignitaries
lighting butter lamps on
the portrait of Late Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and Late

Indira Gandhi.

The CS then admin-
istered the Rastriya Ekta
Diwas pledge to the offi-
cers and staff assembled
at the hall.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the CS paid rich
tribute to Late Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel and threw

light on the life and times
of the freedom fighter and
nation builder. He enlight-
ened the audience on the
illustrious journey of Late
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
from being a student of
Law to becoming one of
the stalwarts of the free-
dom movement and later

a founding figure of inde-
pendent India.

He mentioned the role
of Late Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel in the unifica-
tion and consolidation
of the nation. The Chief
Secretary also shared that
Late Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel came to be known

as the ‘Patron Saint of the
Civil Servants’, as he was
instrumental in establish-
ing the three cadres of the
All India Services.

The CS also remem-
bered former Prime Min-
ister Late Indira Gandhi as
leader of great stature. He
mentioned that her death

anniversary is observed
across the country as
Rashtriya Sankalp Diwas.

Earlier, Joint Secretary
cum State Protocol Officer,
Home Department, Mingma
Diki Sherpa, delivered the
welcome address and threw
light on the observance of
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas.

Similarly, Under Sec-
retary, Protocol, Home
Department, Sunny Khar-
el, gave an introduction
on the observance of
Rashtriya Sankalp Diwas.

The event was marked
by patriotic song presen-
tations on the theme of
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas and
Rashtriya Sankalp Diwas
by artists of the Cultural
Affairs and Heritage De-
partment.

The programme con-
cluded with vote of thanks
proposed by Under Sec-
retary [Protocol], Home
Department, Pema Wang-
chen Bhutia.

The programme was
also attended by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, SC
Gupta, Principal Secretary,
Finance cum Development
Commissioner, VB Pathak,

Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary, Land Revenue &
Disaster Management De-
partment, Tsegyal Tashi,
Secretary [Protocol],
Home Department, Pratap
Pradhan, and officers and
staff of all the departments
situated at the Manan Ken-
dra Secretariat.

Later in the afternoon,
the CS flagged off March
Past contingents from
Manan Bhawan complex
to Titanic Park in MG
Marg. The contingents
comprised of Sikkim Po-
lice, NCC, Scouts & Guides
and Sikkim Police Pipe
Band. The CS along with
officers and staff of Home
Department also partici-
pated in the March Past.
The day’s events came to
an end with band display
by the Brass Band of Sik-
kim Police at Titanic Park.

The Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas pledge was simul-
taneously administered in
all the State Government
departments, public sec-
tor undertakings and Dis-
trict headquarters across
the State.

Rashtrlya Ekta Diwas in South district

NamcHi, 30 Oct [IPR]:
The pledge for Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas [National Uni-
ty Day] was administered
by Additional District
Collector [South], Satyen
Pradhan, to all the officials
and staff at District Admin-
istration Centre in Namchi
today. The pledge has been
taken to commemorate
the birth anniversary of
Late Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel which falls on 31 Oct.

Similarly, the pledge
was also undertaken in
other Government offic-
es in and around Namchi
and at Sub Division level
in South district.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcT:

o commemorate the

birth anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patil
which falls on 31 Oct and is
observed as Rashtriya Ekta
Divas in the country, Gov-
ernment Secondary School,
Lingi Paiyong, South Sik-
kim conducted complex
level quiz competition at
its school premises today, a
press release informs.

Other  participating
schools were Sokpay Ju-
nior High School and Kar-
jee JHS.

Lingi Paiyong SS team

comprising of four stu-
dents namely Prasant Ch-

hetri, Pawan Khatlwara
Pratika Adhikari and Sne-

ha Rai secured third posi-
tion in the competition.

SKM continues party
strengthening activities

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcT:

In a series of activities
to strengthen the par-
ty in the State, Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha held
programmes at various
places in the State today.
An SKM press release
informs that 13 families
from Sundung and sur-
rounding areas under
Chujachen  constituency,
East Sikkim left Sikkim
Democratic Front and
joined SKM during a co-
ordination meet held
in Sungdung. The pro-
gramme was attended by
SKM vice president [Zone
II in-charge], Bishnu Ku-
mar Khatiwara, youth
chief convener, Janak Gu-
rung, CLC president, Nir-
pat Gurung, general secre-
tary [Nari Morcha], Pabi-
tra Bhandari, and others.
Likewise, six families
from Melli, South Sik-
kim joined SKM during
an interaction meeting
held today. Some prom-
inent SDF members in-
cluding Bhasker Chettri
[ex Panchyat cum social
worker] were among

those who joined SKM to-
day, the release mentions.

Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha Chalak Morcha
executives also conduct-
ed a co-ordination meet
at the SKM headquar-
ters in Gangtok today
which was led by Chalak
Morcha vice president,
Chung Chung Bhutia. The
meet highlighted various
issues related to drivers

of Sikkim and strongly
condemned the recent vi-
olence against Sikkimese
taxi drivers in Siliguri by
anti-social elements.

The party’s drivers’
wing has urged for im-
mediate intervention of
State  Transport/Motor
Vehicle Department to
communicate with West
Bengal authorities for
safety of citizens.

GATC'’s Girish joins Mumbai band
Paratra for Europe-UK tour

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcT:

ront man of Sikkimese

band ‘Girish and The
Chronicles’ [GATC], Girish
Pradhan, will be joining
band ‘Paratra’ from Mum-
bai as a side project apart
from GATC to tour Europe
and United Kingdom this
Nov. He will be the only
musician from Sikkim to
have extensively toured in
Europe.

A press release in-
forms that during the
European tour, he will be
supporting the great Sire-
nia along with Triosphere
and some other greatacts.

“I'm thankful to the
band members for this
opportunity to work on
something very new, both
in terms of musical styles
and the dynamics of tour-
ing. Looking forward to a
great time!” said Girish.

Girish is the winner of
best vocalist titles at the [IT
Rock contest in 2009 and
Yamaha Asian Beat India
finale, Bangalore in 2010.

The GATC has also rep-
resented India and won

silver trophy out of 32
nations at Suncane Scale

Rock Contest in 2010 at
Montenegro in Europe.

Do not burn incense stick, avoid
outdoor activity: Govt agency
issues advisory to Delhiites

NEw DELHI, Oct 30
(PTI): If you light an in-
cense stick as part of
your puja rituals, stop
right now. As Delhi’s air
quality turned ‘severe’
on Tuesday, this directive
was part of an advisory
by a government agency
which also warned peo-
ple against any outdoor
activity.

In the advisory, the
Centre-run System of Air
Quality Forecasting And
Research (SAFAR) asked
Delhiites not to rely on
dust masks for protection
as city’s air quality turned
‘severe’ Tuesday for the
first time this season.

The overall Air Quality
Index (AQI) at 3 pm was
401, falling in the ‘severe’
category, the highest this
season, Central Pollution
Control Board officials said.

SAFAR recorded the
AQI at 410.

An AQI between 0 and
50 is considered ‘good’, 51
and 100 ‘satisfactory’, 101

and 200 ‘moderate’, 201
and 300 ‘poor, 301 and
400 ‘very poor’, and 401
and 500 ‘severe’.

The agency has ad-
vised Delhiites to avoid all
outdoor activities and give
a miss to walk Tuesday.

“If the room has win-
dows, close them, if the
air conditioner provides
a fresh air intake option
then choose it, avoid
burning anything such as
wood, candle or even an
incense,” it said.

The advisory also rec-
ommended frequent wet
mopping and using masks
known as N-95 or P-100
respirators only for out-
door activities.

“Do not rely on dust
masks for protection,” the
advisory added.

Eighteen areas in Delhi
recorded ‘severe’ air quali-
ty with the highest AQI at
4 PM recorded at Anand
Vihar at 467, according to
a data by the CPCB.

Faridabad, Ghaziabad,

Gurgaon and Noida re-
corded ‘severe’ air pollu-
tion, crossing the AQI of
400. Greater Noida’s air is
also on the brink of turn-
ing severe, the data said.

SAFAR has attributed
the spike to “heavy stub-
ble burning in the last 24
hours and calm winds”.

About 28 per cent of
pollution by PM2.5 (pres-
ence of particles in the air
with a diameter of less
than 2.5 micrometers) on
Tuesday was caused due
to regional factors like
stubble burning, SAFAR
officials said.

The Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorolo-
gy (IITM) also spotted a
large number of biomass
fire spots through satel-
lite imageries in neigh-
bouring states of Delhi.

A SAFAR official said
pollution is likely to in-
crease faster now with lead
pollutant as PM10 because
of new development as
shown by SAFAR-model.
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Gangtok on
Wednesday,
31 Oct

Temp: 25°C/10°C
Forecast: Mostly
sunny, a thunder-
shower in spots in
the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:44 AM
Sunset: 04:54 PM

700 more
Eklavya schools
by 2022: Oram

JAMSHEDPUR, Oct 30
(PTI): Union minister Jual
Oram on Tuesday said the
government is planning
to start 700 more Eklavya
Model Residential school
(EMRS) across the coun-
try by 2022.

EMRS is a central
scheme of model resi-
dential schools for tribals
(Scheduled Tribes) across
the country which was
launched in 2000.

Tribal Affairs Minis-
ter Oram, who was in the
steel city to participate in
the two-day national-lev-
el EMRS music compe-
tition organized by the
East Singhbhum district
administration at Tata
Auditorium here, said the
purpose was to bridge the
competence gap between
the tribal youths and oth-
ers in all fields including
higher studies and com-
petitive examinations.

Addressing the gath-
ering as chief guest on
the occasion, Oram said
currently there are 182
Eklavya schools operat-
ing in the country and the
government has plans to
start 700 more by 2022.

The schools would be
opened in blocks where
tribal population was over
20,000, he said adding
that 80 per cent of blocks
in Jharkhand would come
under the scheme.

Lauding the perfor-
mance of EMRS, the minis-
ter said the students were
doing well and secured
first and second ranks so
far as Union Public Service
Commission or State Pub-
lic Service Commissions
competitive examination
were concerned.

The students are,
however, lagging behind
in confidence in the com-
petitive exams, he said.

“We have to inculcate
confidence among them
that they are the nation-
al achievers in any field
whether it was sports or
education and can im-
prove their performanc-
es,” he said.

Oram said the gov-
ernment has provided
pilot training to tribal
youths under the scheme
and have been coaching

them for professional
competitions.
Appreciating the

Jharkhand government’s
efforts in organising the
inaugural edition of the
national level EMRS mu-
sic competition success-
fully, the minister assured
that the event will be or-
ganized every year.

Altogether, 12 states
took part in the competi-
tion.

Sakya Trizin calls on Governor

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OCT:
he Supreme Head of
the Sakya Order of
Mahayana Buddhism, the
42nd Sakya Trizin, today

called on Governor Gan-
ga Prasad at Raj Bhavan.
A press communiqué
received from Raj Bhavan
informs that the Governor
extended awarm welcome

for Sakya Trizin's visit to
the State and sought his
continued blessings for
peace, prosperity and har-
mony among the people of
the State.

During the interac-
tion, the Governor also
enquired about His Holi-
ness’s seat, activities and
journeys on his spiritual
pursuits in the country.

Community Bible School forms executive body

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OCT:

ommunity Bible

School [CBS], Gangtok,
formed its executive com-
mittee in a meeting held
at NICOG Worship Centre
in Tadong on 29 Oct, a
press release informs.

The newly formed
committee has Bhupal
Basnett as its executive
director, Jigmi Lepcha
as principal, Stephen
Neopaney as dean, Phil-
ip Rai as registrar, Nima
Sherpa as administrator,
Samuel Subba as chief
coordinator, Lucas Shar-
ma as coordinator for
East district, Jiwan as
coordinator for West &
South districts and Deep-
ak Thakuri as public rela-
tions cell.

Likewise, the manag-
ing committee of CBS in-
cludes Philip Rai as pres-
ident, Amos Cintury as
vice president, Stephen
Neopaney as general sec-

retary, Benjamin Samser
as joint secretary, Aita-
man Subba as treasurer,
Jiwan Rai as joint trea-
surer and John Lepcha as
publicity secretary.

It is informed that the
CBS will commence its
first session by Jan next
year. Registration forms
will be available after

the inauguration of CBS
which is likely to be held
by Nov-end.

The newly formed
committee has also
decided to start a six-
month long Diploma
Foundation Course and
Leadership soon.

The next meeting of
the CBS will be conduct-
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tenders.gov.in.

Office of the Superintending Engineer
Water Resources & River Development
Department,

Government of Sikkim

E-Procurement Notice
BID ID No:- NHP-01/Online Re-Tender — 01 Of 2018-19
The Superintending Engineer (NHP), W.R & R.D.D. on be-
half of Governor of Sikkim invites items rate bids through
e-procurement for Construction of State Water Resources
Information Data Centre under National Hydrology Project
at Sokeythang, Tadong, East Sikkim.
The details of the bids are available at :

Superintending Engineer (NHP)
R.O. No. 441/IPR/Pub/classi./18-19 dt. 30.10.18

NATIONAL HYDROLOGY
PROJECT

www.sikkim-

Bhoomi Poojan held for
Manav Dharma Mandir
in Namcheybong

contd from pg01
Mabharaj, voiced his hap-
piness in being a part of
this grand day.

“When you sow the
work of such immense
importance, the result
will be benefitted by
many generations to
come,” he added.

He congratulated
the CM for winning the
prestigious Future Policy
Gold Award in Rome, It-
aly recently and praised
Sikkim for the various

farfetched ideas which
have earned Sikkim the
privilege of being one
of the most developed
states in the whole of the
nation.

He added that the
Mandir in future will en-
courage knowledge and
it will benefit the whole
of the area instilling good
faith and spirituality.

Earlier, the welcome
address was presented
by Chairperson, SIMFED,
GC Rai.

Kutse Shegu
The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of late Tsh-
ewang Dorjee Bhutia, who left for his
heavenly abode on the 13th of September
2018, falls on 31 October 2018.

All relatives, friends and well wishers
are requested to join us in offering prayers
for the departed soul at our residence at
Bojoghari, behind the SBI building.

We would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those who stood by us
during our time of bereavement.

Tshering Doma Bhutia
(Elder Sister) 94344 49033

ed on 03 Nov, the release
adds.

Manang Marsyangdi beats Calcutta
Customs to enter semi finals

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 30 OCT:
anang  Marsyang-
di Club, Nepal has
also secured its berth in
the semi-final round of
the ongoing 38th All In-
dia Governor’s Gold Cup
International Football
Tournament 2018 here at
Paljor Stadium. In the last
quarter-final match on
Tuesday, MMC outplayed
Calcutta Customs 4-2 to
progress to the semi-fi-
nals of the tournament.
As always, the Nepal
team got good local crowd
support throughout the
match. With an attacking
start, Bimal Rana scored

an early lead for MMC in

the 12th minute. Howev-
er, MMC could not hold
the lead for long as its de-
fender, Muhammad Asif
scored an own goal in the
28th minute while trying
to kick the ball away from
the goalpost.

Calcutta Customs also
maintained good pres-
sure on the Nepal side but
missed many chances to
net the goal and the first
half ended in 1-1 draw.

In the early minutes
of the second half both
teams missed some good
opportunities to take
the lead. Bimal Rana
completed his brace in
the 65th minute to take

the lead of MMC to 2-1
but soon Rakesh Dhara
scored a beautiful equal-
iser for Calcutta Customs
in the 72nd minute.

Sujal Shrestha extend-
ed the lead of MMC to 3-2
in the 84th minute and
his brace in four minutes
injury time sealed the 4-2
victory of MMC, Nepal.

MMC Nepal will now
take on ISL team, ATK Kol-
kata [Reserve] in the sec-
ond semi-final match of
the tournament on 01 Nov.

On Wednesday, the
first semi-final match will
be played between home
team, Sikkim Aakraman
Football Club and Army
[Red] at 2 p.m.

To contact

GANGTOK:

summittimes.com.
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Opinion

Traffic Jammed in Gangtok

It will get worse because
nothing is being done

ommuting in Gangtok is comfortable only during

holidays or on a Saturday immediately after a break
like the one we recently enjoyed with Dasain and will
get to enjoy again after Tihaar. This is so because it is
only during these extended holidays that traffic flows
on Gangtok roads instead of snarling. But even this re-
prieve is getting rare because tourist vehicles are now
in close competition with the office and school jum-
ble on the roads. The tedium of driving into Gangtok
from Ranipool has become the new normal and will
only get worse. And it will be getting worse not just
because more people will own more vehicles or be-
cause more tourists will get attracted to Gangtok, but
more so because nothing appears to be in the works
by way of even planning, leave aside implementation,
to improve the situation.

Suffice to say that traffic is a problem in Gangtok.
The jams are becoming longer and denser and park-
ing has emerged as a challenge for which no one has
presented a practical solution. There is, after all, only
so much road available to accommodate the march
of vehicles which show no signs of tapering off. What
also continues to hamstring Gangtok when it comes to
managing its traffic is the fact that most of the solu-
tions that consultants could offer - like wider roads
or bypasses or flyovers - are not possible here. The
capital will have to work with the roads it already has,
at least along stretches where most of the congestion
takes place. There is no scope for widening or creating
alternate routes. That said, there are still some options
it could explore even when it comes to road usage and
also some experiments it could try out.

Let us start with the situation shared at the start
of this piece. The worst congestion on Gangtok roads
is in the block from around 10 a.m. till around noon,
the morning office rush hour. Many commuters will
disagree and insist that jams are a permanent fea-
ture through the day nowadays. Let us presume for
now that it is worst during office hour rush. The jams
standstill again once offices give over later in the af-
ternoon. For anyone who sees traffic as a problem, this
should then be the first situation to be addressed.

One way to reduce the number of vehicles on the
roads at this time would be to increase and incentivize
the use of office car pools. This option is already being
used to some extent in government offices. However,
not all government servants travel in their own vehi-
cles or car-pools, and many use share cabs. Further,
car-pooling serves only government servants, but gov-
ernment offices also attract lay people coming there,
and they too mostly use share taxis. What could ease
congestion would be the introduction of a good public
transport shuttle during the peak rush hours. Before
anyone points to the city runners as a public transport
service already deployed, let’s accept that these are
too few and too erratic in timing to be taken serious-
ly as a solution at present. Traffic flows can be eased,
and so congestion removed, with better information.
Better information among commuters about how fre-
quently buses will be available. Ply enough of them on
the roads during rush hours, and inform the people
about the frequency, and most would prefer buses to
clambering for share-taxis at the designated stops.

Of course, since office hours trigger the biggest
jams, the policy makers could also consider staggering
the office hours so that the rush of office-goers is also
spread out instead of being bunched together. But then
again, for this solution to bear any results, the work
culture will have to be much more consistent than
the present trend of casual timings. But if this were
to work, then the arrival of lay people to offices could
also be spread out by appointing timings, say to two
hours after offices open, for people to meet officers.

What the planners need to also ponder on is to
make the link roads, like the one flowing through
Arithang to the bypass or from ICAR to 5th Mile or the
Paljor Stadium Road shooting down to bypass, more
motorable and convenient for people to consider by-
passing the gridlocked zones unless they have to nec-
essarily suffer through them. At present, the alternates
are not even close to being convenient diversions and
anyone who has to reach anywhere Gangtok is forced
to drive through the entire length of it. It goes without
saying that if the driving surface was improved on the
many feeder roads, more people would consider using
them even if they were longer than that NH10 route.
For instance, too many people who have the option
of using the bypass don’t do so because of its terrible
condition. Also, since tourists cannot be kept away
from Gangtok, at least the government offices need be
clustered around the main town.

Of course, there are more options that could be
considered, and definitely many more, much better
solutions that can be attempted, but let’s take these
as a starting point for more ideas to be voiced to do a
better job of managing Gangtok traffic.

SummitTIMES

Terror isn’t always a weapon of the weak
- it can also support the powerful

ARIE PERLIGER
theconversation.com

People often believe that terrorism is the weapon
of the weak.

In other words, terrorism is practiced by mar-
ginalized groups that cannot influence government’s
policies through legitimate means. However, devel-
opments on the violent far right since the victory of
Donald Trump, I'd argue, present a different reality.

The attack at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue,
as well as the sending of pipe bombs to critics of the
current administration are just the latest examples
of the consistent increase in the violence on the mar-
gins of the political camp currently controlling all
branches of government. Because these acts were
perpetrated by individuals with clear political agen-
das, I'd call them terrorism. While neither of these
men were part of a named terrorist organization,
and the synogogue shooting is being investigated as
a hate crime, I'd argue that they are part of a virtual
community that supported their political worldview.

The nonprofit Anti-Defamation League found
that anti-Semitic incidents in the U.S. rose by 57 per-
cent in 2017, the largest single year increase since
it started recording such statistics. My own data set
documents all far-right violent incidents since 1970
- not just anti-Semitic ones - and was first published
in 2012. It reveals that in 2017 the United States ex-
perienced a 70 percent increase in violent attacks
perpetrated in the name of far-right ideology.

Could a victory at the ballot box actually facilitate
violence? Examples from other countries indicate that
this may not be such a rare phenomenon. The two
most brutal terrorist groups which emerged from
the settlers’ movement in Israel - the Jewish Under-
ground in the early 1980s and the Bat-Ayin Group in
the early 2000s, operated in times when right-wing
governing coalitions dominated the Israeli political
system. Both groups were engaged in a campaign of
violence against Palestinian civilians in the West Bank
in order to undermine any policies designed to pro-
mote conciliation between the two sides.

Similarly, the electoral successes of European far-
right parties in recent years, especially in local elec-
tions, were followed by increasing activity of related
violent far-right groups and movements. The success
of the AfD in Germany since 2016 was followed by acts
of violence which were not seen in Germany since the
times of the Nazi Party, such as the two days of violence
against Jews and immigrants at the town of Chemnitz.

How can these trends can be explained? A re-
search project which I'm currently conducting with

two of my Ph.D. students at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Lowell tests three possible explanations.
TOLERANT AUTHORITIES

Potential perpetrators of violence may assume that
the new political regime that they perceive to be sup-
portive of their views will be more tolerant of politi-
cally motivated violence or illegal acts. These expec-
tations are not without some basis.

Research I published in 2012 in the journal Secu-
rity Studies showed that Israeli governments tended
to use milder counterterrorism measures when they
responded to the violence from groups that were
ideologically close to them.

Similarly, studies focusing on the rise of left- and right-
wing terrorism in Italy, and white supremacy groups in
the American South, further confirmed that political offi-
cials are more reluctant to operate against groups which
are located on their side of the political spectrum.

In the context of the U.S,, individuals and groups
that adhere to far-right ideology may interpret sig-
nals from government official as acceptance of their
actions - or; at least, a sign that they can expect more
lenient treatment from law enforcement. The Trump
adminstration’s decision to focus its counterterror-
ism efforts on Islamic terrorism, and defund pro-
grams focusing on domestic radicalization may be
one such signal. Another example is Trump’s reluc-
tance to single out and criticize far-right groups and
activities. His attitude was manifested after white su-
premacists marched in Charlottesville with Confed-
erate battle flags, anti-Semitic placards and torches
- activities Trump seemed loath to condemn. Last-
ly, conspiracy theories presented by some far-right
pundits about the left’s involvement in the recent
sending of pipe bombs, and the president’s decision
to put the word “bomb” in quotation marks when ad-
dressing such incidents in his Twitter account may
be read as tacit defense of such acts.

EMPOWERMENT

Another possibility we are testing is that perpetra-
tors of violence feel empowered by Trump’s elector-
al victory in 2016. They feel his winning the election
means their actions and ideology are gaining grow-
ing public legitimacy. In other words, they feel a
sense of duty to continue to be engaged in political
participation to ensure the implementation of their
political ideology, as well as to attain a more visible
position within the political arena.

Relative ‘disappointment’

A third explanation is based on political scientist
Ted Gurr’s classical theory of relative deprivation.
Gurr’s theory is that political violence often results
from a gap between constituencies’ expectations and

the actual goods provided by the government.

The reasoning here would go that the election
of Trump led to high expectations in the American
far right that the federal government would adopt at
least some of their militant views and policy ideas. If,
in the eyes of far-right activists, these expectations
were not met, some of them may express their frus-
tration via violent activities.

The difficulties of the current administration in
implementing some of its immigration policies, as
well as some willingness to compromise on the issue
of gun legislation, may have frustrated activists who
may feel the need to express their concerns via vio-
lent orillegal acts. For example, the Pittsburgh shoot-
er felt Trump was a globalist not a nationalist, and
influenced by his Jewish family and close associates.

COUNTERING THE VIOLENCE
While our study is still ongoing, some initial findings
can provide insights about the applicability of the
above mentioned explanations.

The fact that the rise in the level of violence oc-
curred immediately after the 2016 elections, and the
relative success of the administration in delivering on
many of its election promises - the travel ban, elect-
ing two justices to the Supreme Court - indicate that
empowerment rather than a sense of deprivation may
be responsible for the rise in the level of violence. The
fact that the violence hasn’t increased since its peak in
2017 also suggests that the root causes of the violence
are related more to the election results than subse-
quent policy developments. Moreover, the adminis-
tration’s reluctance to delegitimize violent manifes-
tations further enhance this sense of empowerment.

It is important to note that historical dynam-
ics also support these insights. A study I published
in 2012 shows that anti-abortion violence actually
tends to increase following pro-life decisions of the
Supreme Court. For example, between 1989 and
1992, a series of pro-life Supreme Court decisions
upholding increased state supervision of abortion
procedures empowered pro-life activists. Anti-abor-
tion violence increased.

Coming back to today, the growing polarization
of the American political system and the tendency
to see elections as a zero sum game encourages each
of the political parties to maximize the benefits of
electoral victory. That, in turn, involves disregarding
norms of cooperation and consensus building. What
[ would argue is that this need to exploit the fruits of
victory may also encourage a few supporters of the
winning political camp to use violence.

[the writer is Director of Security Studies and
Professor, University of Massachusetts Lowell]

Bolsonaro wins Brazil election, promises
to purge leftists from country

HELDER FERREIRA DO VALE
theconversation.com

fter the most polarized and divi-

sive campaign in its modern histo-
ry, Brazil has elected as its next presi-
dent a right-wing politician who open-
ly disdains human rights and admires
military dictators.

Jair Bolsonaro, a 63-year-old con-
gressman who had strong evangelical
backing for his law-and-order stance
on policing, support for gun rights and
opposition to abortion, won 55 percent
of votes. Bolsonaro’s leftist competitor,
Fernando Haddad, a former education
minister and ex-mayor of Sdo Paulo,
received 45 percent of the roughly 100
million ballots cast.

Bolsonaro’s angry, populist cam-
paign rhetoric led many newspapers
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and public figures worldwide to de-
clare his candidacy a threat to democ-
racy. But 57.8 million Brazilians on
Sunday showed less concern about
Bolsonaro’s message.

Haddad, his opponent, joined Bra-
zil's presidential race less than a month
before the first round of voting. The
Workers Party, which has run Brazil
since 2002, tapped Haddad to replace
front-runner Inacio Lula de Silva, a wild-
ly popular former president jailed on
corruption charges in July. Haddad was
unable to retain Lula’s lead.

BRAZIL'S POLITICS OF DIS-
ILLUSIONMENT
Bolsonaro’s victory will likely worsen
an already acute crisis in Brazil, the
second-most populous nation in the

Western Hemisphere.

Once a rising star in the developing
world, Brazil has been mired in severe
recession and political turmoil since
2015. Hundreds of politicians, includ-
ing former President Lula, have been
arrested and jailed in a judicial inves-
tigation that has exposed corruption at
the highest levels of government.

That corruption has consequenc-
es: A survey conducted in August by the
Brazilian Institute of Public Opinion and
Statistics showed that only 25 percent of
citizens trusted their federal government
and 18 percent trusted Congress.

In such circumstances, Bolsona-

ro’s win as an anti-establishment can-
didate was predictable - and not just
because Bolsonaro had maintained a
clear lead in the polls ever since Lula
withdrew in September.

When voters don’t believe in their
politicians or government institutions,
candidates who tap into voter disdain
for the political system can find suc-
cess. In my scholarly research on de-
mocratization, this is what I call the
“politics of disillusionment.”

This phenomenon helped conser-
vative outsiders to win in the United
States, Italy and Hungary.

Now, disillusionment in Brazil has
handed victory to a right-wing popu-
list who promises to purge the country
of his leftist opponents.

“Either they go overseas, or they
go to jail,” he told a huge crowd in Sdo
Paulo in one of his last appearances be-
fore Sunday’s vote.

INFLAMMATORY RHETORIC
AND MILITARISM
Bolsonaro has been in Congress for
three decades. But to harness popular
rage against the system, his campaign
offered an outsider’s scathing critique

of Brazilian society.

In response to rampant political cor-
ruption and extreme violence in Brazil,
Bolsonaro defended military dictator-
ships like the one that ran Brazil from
1964 to 1985. The only problem with

Brazil's former authoritarian leaders,
Bolsonaro said, was that they “tortured
rather than killed” dissenters.

Critics say his adulation of the mili-
tary raises serious doubts about the fu-
ture of Brazil’s 33-year-old democracy.

Bolsonaro, a former army captain,
regularly uses homophobic, misogy-
nistic and racist rhetoric against large
swaths of Brazil's population. He has
said that he would “never allow” his chil-
dren to get romantically involved with a
black person and that he was “incapable
of loving a homosexual son.”

Bolsonaro also once told a fellow
congressional representative that she
“did not deserve to be raped” by him
because she was “terrible and ugly.”

His candidacy was met by outrage
and mass protest by women.

THE PRESIDENT-ELECT’S
AMBIGUOUS POLICY AGENDA
Beyond his inflammatory rhetoric, Bol-
sonaro has offered few specifics about

how he would govern Brazil.

He skipped presidential debates
and avoided tough questions about
whether he would make economic and
political reforms to help get Brazil out
of its three-year-long crisis.

To tackle record-high crime, the
president-elect has said he will ease
gun laws and reduce the age of crim-
inal responsibility from 18 to 16. He
is a staunch proponent of restarting

the death penalty in Brazil, saying he
would “volunteer to kill those on death
row” himself.

Brazil has the world’s third-largest
prison population. Sixty-four percent
of those incarcerated are black.

Bolsonaro also wants to end affir-
mative action at Brazilian public uni-
versities.

He considers abortion to be mur-
der. The procedure is banned in Brazil,
but in recent years women’s groups
have been pushing to liberalize abor-
tion laws. That is unlikely to happen
under Bolsonaro.

Some analysts have suggested that
Congress may rein in Bolsonaro’s more
radical tendencies. But evidence from
the United States and elsewhere sug-
gests that in the politics of disillusion,
presidents who campaign as extremist
govern as extremists.

Bolsonaro takes office on Jan. 1.
Brazil’s political institutions, already
weakened by corruption and public
outrage, will face great pressure to
show that they can withstand the new
president’s populist ambitions and
militaristic instincts.

It is a daunting challenge for Brazil’s
young and, I fear, faltering democracy.

[the writer is Associate Profes-
sor, Graduate School of Interna-
tional and Area Studies, Hankuk

University of Foreign Studies]
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Low intensity
blast in
Meghalaya’s
East Garo Hills

TurRA (MEGHALAYA), OCT
30 (PTI): A low-intensity
blast was triggered near
the superintendent of po-
lice’s office at Williamna-
gar in East Garo Hills dis-
trict, police said Tuesday.

The blast took place
around 10.35 pm on
Monday, behind the com-
pound of a cooperative
building where some car-
penters were sleeping,
the police said.

“No one was hurt
during the blast and we
are trying to ascertain as
to who was behind it. For
now, no one has come for-
ward to claim responsibil-
ity,” the Superintendent of
Police of East Garo Hills
district, T G Momin, said.

“We are currently in-
vestigating the matter
and trying to figure out
the motive behind the
act,” he said.

Kolkata
firecrackers
fair shifted to

new venue

KoLKATA, OcT 30 (PTI):
The annual firecrackers
fair will be shifted to a
new venue this year, with
the organisers failing to
get a go-ahead from the
Army to hold the event
at its traditional site, the
Kolkata Maidan.

The Army is the cus-
todian of Maidan, a large
open ground in the heart
of the city.

The fair, exhibiting an
array of firecrackers, is
usually held prior to the
Kali Puja and Diwali fes-
tivities.

It will begin from No-
vember 3 this year, in-
stead of November 1, as
the organisers - the Bur-
rabazar Fireworks Deal-
ers’ Association - claimed
to have not received the
consent letter from the
Army till Monday evening.

“We have been giv-
en the nod by police and
other agencies to hold
the fair at Vivekananda
Park in Southern Avenue,”
the association secretary
Chittaranjan Maity said
on Tuesday.

The Kali Puja and Di-
wali is slated on Novem-
ber 6 and 7, respectively.

“It will take more time
to set up stalls and meet
the safety regulations at the
new place,” another official
of the association said.

An Army spokesper-
son said it had nothing to
comment on the matter.

The firecrackers fair
or ‘Bazi Bazaar’ started at
Maidan in 1995 and was
being held there since then.

Only 44 stalls had
come up in the fair last
year, down from the num-
ber of around 150 a cou-
ple of years back, Maity
said, adding, each stall re-
corded a daily business of
Rs 5-6 lakh in 2017.

Two other fireworks
fairs at Tallah in north
Kolkata and Behala in
the city’s southern fringe
would be open from No-
vember 1.
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Amid CBI controversy, govt starts framing
guidelines to handle complaints against CVC

ASHWINI SHRIVASTAVA
New DELHI, Oct 30
(PTI): The central gov-
ernment has started the
process of framing guide-
lines to handle grievances
or complaints against the
Central Vigilance Com-
missioner (CVC), the Per-
sonnel Ministry has said.
There are no guide-
lines in place to handle
complaints against the
CVC, the ministry said in
response to an RTI query.
The Personnel Min-
istry’s assertion comes
amid a raging controver-
sy in the Central Bureau

of Investigation involv-
ing its Director Alok Ku-
mar and Special Director
Rakesh Asthana.

The two warring of-
ficers, who have alleged
each other of impropri-
ety, have been sent on
leave by the Centre.

On Friday, the Su-
preme Court asked the
Central Vigilance Com-
mission, that exercises
superintendence  over
the CBI in corruption
matters, to complete
within two weeks its in-
quiry into allegations
against Verma.

It is informed that as
no guidelines to handle
complaints against Central
Vigilance Commissioner
were in place, a process
for framing guidelines to
handle grievances/com-
plaints against Central
Vigilance Commissioner
has been initiated, the
ministry said.

It added that suit-
able action will be taken
on complaints once such
guidelines are in existence.

The ministry was re-
sponding to an RTI ap-
plication filed by whis-
tle-blower  bureaucrat

Sanjiv Chaturvedi.

Chaturvedi had
sought copies of corre-
spondences from the Per-
sonnel Ministry related to
a plea filed by him on July
15 last year with the pres-
ident’s secretariat.

The president’s office
forwarded it to the Per-
sonnel Ministry on July 27.

The plea was filed
by Chaturvedi invoking
Section 6 of the CVC Act
that empowers the pres-
ident to refer cases of
allegation of misconduct
against the CVC for en-
quiry by Supreme Court.

The secretariat had
forwarded the application
to the Personnel Ministry
for necessary action.

Chaturvedi had al-
leged that the CVC closed
cases of corruption in-
volving senior function-
aries in Delhi’s All India
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS).

Chaturvedi, who has
sought probe against Cen-
tral Vigilance Commis-
sioner KV Chowdary, had
sent documents, running
into almost 1,000 pages,
in support of his claim to
the office of the president.

He shared the details of
seven cases with the pres-
ident’s secretariat. These
include one on his alleged
victimisation while he
was chief vigilance officer
(CVO) at AIIMS.

Chaturvedi served as
the CVO, that acts as the
distant arm of the CVC
to check corruption, at
AIIMS from July 2012 to

August 2014.
He has brought var-
ious corruption cases

to the notice of the CBI
during his tenure. The
CBI, after a detailed
probe, recommended de-

partmental action in four
cases, naming officers and
senior faculty members,
which were closed by the
CVC, reveal documents
accessed by Chaturvedi
through an RTIL.

Chaturvedi then ap-
proached the president’s
office for taking necessary
action against the CVC.

A parliamentary
standing committee on
health in its report sub-
mitted in August 2015
“strongly deprecated non
serious attitude of health
ministry in tackling cor-
ruption cases at AIIMS”.

Two policemen, DD cameraman Killed
in Naxal attack in Chattisgarh

RAIPUR, OcT 29 (PTI):
Two policemen and a cam-
eraperson of Doordar-
shan were killed and two
others were injured in a
Maoist attack on Tuesday
in poll-bound Chhattis-
garhs Dantewada district.

The incident took place
ataround 11 am in a forest
area near Nilawaya vil-
lage, around 450 kms from
here, Deputy Inspector
General (anti-naxal opera-
tions) Sundarraj P told PTL

The maoists am-
bushed a squad of local
police which was carrying
out patrolling on motor
cycles from Sameli camp
towards Nilawaya on
Tuesday morning, he said.

A three-member team
of Doordarshan was trav-
elling for election-relat-
ed news coverage at the
same time and was caught
in the cross-fire, he said.

In the attack, Sub
Inspector Rudra Pratap

Singh, Assistant Con-
stable Mangalu and
DD News Cameraman

Achyutanand Sahu were
killed, Sundarraj said.

Sahu had come from
New Delhi for the election
coverage, he said.

Other two members of
the DD team, including a
journalist, were safe, the
officer said.

Constable Vishnu Ne-
tam and Assistant Con-

stable Rakesh Kaushal
sustained injuries in the
gunfight, he added.

The injured have been
admitted to Dantewada
district hospital, he said,
adding that if required, they
would be airlifted to Raipur
for further medication.

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ra-
jyavardhan Singh Rathore
condemned the attack and
said the insurgents won't
be able to weaken the gov-
ernment resolve.

“Strongly condemn
the Naxal attack on @
DDNewsLive crew in Dan-
tewada. Deeply saddened
by the demise of our cam-
eraman Achyuta Nanda

Sahu and two jawans of
@crpfindia. These insur-
gents will NOT weaken our
resolve. We WILL prevail,”
the minister tweeted.
Teams of Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF),
Special Task Force (STF)
and District Reserve Guard
(DRG) were immediately
rushed to the forest to trace
the ultras, the DIG added.
On October 27, four
CRPF  personnel were
killed and two others were
injured when Maoists
blew up their bullet proof
bunker vehicle in Awapalli
area of Bijapur district.
The next day, a BJP
leader and member of
Dantewada Zila Panchayat

Nandlal Mudiyami was se-
riously injured after ultras
attacked him with sharp
edged weapons at his vil-
lage Palnar in Dantwada.

The state is going to
polls next month and nax-
alites have asked voters to
boycott the exercise.

The first phase of polls
covering 18 constituen-
cies of eight naxal-affect-
ed districts Bastar, Kanker
Sukma, Bijapur, Dantewa-
da, Narayanpur, Kondaga-
on and Rajnandgaon will
be held on November 12.

The remaining 72 con-
stituencies will witness
polling on November 20.

The counting of votes will
take place on December 11.

Authorities ask people not to venture into
Siang river after landslide in Tibet

ITANAGAR, OcT 30 (PTI):
Authorities here asked
people not to venture
into the Siang river flow-
ing through Upper Siang
district following a land-
slide in Tibet which could
trigger possible floods in
the state.

The possibility of
floods in the Siang river
looms large if the artifi-
cial dam, formed by the
landslide in the Yarlung
Tsangpo river at 10 am
Monday breached, ac-
cording to officials here.

The Yarlung Tsangpo
river is known as Siang in
Arunachal Pradesh and
Brahmaputra in Assam.

Upper Siang DC Duly
Kamduk said in a circular

Tuesday that the Depart-
ment of Disaster Man-
agement had informed
the Upper Siang district
administration about the
landslide at the Milin sec-
tion of the Yarlung Tsang-
po river and the possibil-
ity of floods in the Siang.
The circular also stat-
ed that there has been an
unprecedented decrease
in the volume of water in
the Siang river at Tuting
since Monday night.
Advising people to
take precautionary mea-
sures, the DC asked them
not to panic or create

panic.
Central Water Com-
mission  superintending

Engineer of Guwaha-

ti-based circle office, Ravi
Ranjan said, “The Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry on
Monday night informed
the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) about the
landslide that occurred in
the Yarlung Tsangpo River
at the same place where
another landslide had oc-
curred a fortnight ago.”

There was nothing to
panic as only 1.44 me-
ter of water volume had
decreased since 10 pm
Monday to 8 am Tuesday,
Ranjan said.

According to the hy-
drological data of the
CWC, the water level of
the Siang River at Tuting
is falling at the rate of one
cm per hour.

Golden langur habitat conservation
project taken up in Assam

GUWAHATI, OcT 30 (PTI):
A habitat conservation
project has been taken up
for the golden langurs - an
endangered species - ad-
jacent to Manas National
Park in Assam, an organ-
isation involved in the ini-
tiative said.

The ‘Golden Langur
Habitat Conservation’
covers an area of around
23 sq km in a contiguous
forest patch in the Manas
National Park on the west
and the Royal Manas NP
of Bhutan on the north,

the organisation said in a
statement on Monday.

The golden langur is
found only in western As-
sam and along the adjoin-
ing Indo-Bhutan border.

The project was taken
up after 19 fringe villages in
Assam gave their consent to
it, the statement said.

The initiative was
conceived by a communi-
ty-based organisation, New
Horizon, under the guid-
ance of the Chirang Forest
Division, Bodoland Terri-
torial Council (BTC) and

supported by the Wildlife
Trust of India and its inter-
national partner, [FAW.

The monkey has light
cream coats, which reflect
golden hues in winter, and
is the official mascot of
the BTC administration.

The first boundary
pillar and the welcome
signage of the project
was erected and the de-
marcation process of the
area has begun, added the
statement issued by the
Wildlife Trust of India.
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Since it is winter sea-
son, the volume of dis-
charge of water in the

river would come down
by 40 to 50 per cent, the
DC said.

IIT KGP hosts Indo-
German workshop on
intelligent mobility

KoLKATA, OcT 30 (PTI):
In an effort to give direc-
tion to the emerging intel-
ligent transport mobility
scene in India, IIT Kharag-
pur and the Technical Uni-
versity of Munich (TUM)
from Germany have or-
ganised a two-day work-
shop at IIT KGP.

The workshop which
began Monday, is being
held in the background of
the newly-established In-
do-German Collaborative
Research Center on Intel-
ligent Transportation Sys-
tems, and supported by
the Indo-German Science
and Technology Center
(IGSTC) besides the Ger-
man Federal Ministry of
Education and Research
(BMBF), an IIT KGP state-
ment said Tuesday.

Various transportation
experts from Indian and
German academia and in-
dustry suchas TUM, IIT KGP,
TU Berlin, TU Chemnitz, [IT
Bhubaneswar, IIT Patna, ISI
Kolkata, TH Ingolstadt, Sie-
mens, Bosch, Infineon, Intel,

TCS, Ola Cabs, -- policy mak-
ers and law enforcement
agencies are participating
in the workshop.

The discussion on the
emerging intelligent mo-
bility landscape in India in-
cluded interaction among
the participants on intelli-
gent solutions for transpor-
tation integration, technol-
ogies for electric vehicles
and batteries and systems
and software challenges in
next generation vehicular
technologies.

“Future  transporta-
tion solutions in India
must be developed with
a holistic view of the
wide milieu of options
available in Indian cities
and integrated end-to-
end solutions will make
public transport in India
more reliable and com-
fortable and reduce the
dependence on private
vehicles Prof. Samarjit
Chakraborty of TU Mu-
nich was quoted as saying
in the statement.
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Icardi double lifts Inter Milan
to second place in Serie A

MiLAN, Oct 30 (AFP):
Mauro Icardi scored in
either half as Inter Mi-
lan beat Lazio 3-0 under
the rain in Rome to move
ahead of Napoli and into
second place behind Ju-
ventus in Serie A.

Inter skipper Icar-
di tapped in the opener
after 28 minutes with
Marcelo Brozovic adding
asecond before the break
on Monday.

The Argentine
snatched the third after
70 minutes in the Stadio
Olimpico, as Inter with
22 points from 10 games
overtook Napoli on goal
difference.

Carlo Ancelotti’s Na-
poli were held 1-1 by
Roma on Sunday.

Inter and Napoli are
both six points behind Ju-
ventus who beat Empoli
2-1on Saturday thanks to a
Cristiano Ronaldo double.

“We're on the right
track,” said Icardi after
his side’s sixth straight
league win.

It was also his sixth

league goal this season.

“I'm going through
a good period of form
along with Inter. We're
playing well, apart from
the game with Barcelona
(2-0 Champions League
defeat), and want to do
even better.”

“We're not the anti-Ju-
ventus, as were a few
steps away to reach what
they've done in recent

years, but we are happy
with what we are doing.”

Luciano Spallet-
ti’s side controlled the
game which had beenin
doubt all afternoon be-
cause of strong winds
and rain in Rome.

With just one point
separating the two sides
the match was also an im-
portant step in the race
for Champions League

places next season.

Inter had snatched
the final Champions
League spot from Lazio
on the last day of last sea-
son, condemning Simone
Inzaghi’s side to the Eu-
ropa League.

Under sudden bursts
of torrential rain, the
game sprung to life with
Icardi’s opener after 28
minutes.

Perisic crossed for
Matias  Vecino, who
flicked on to Icardi to fin-
ish off.

Shortly  afterwards
the rain began to bucket
down with Lazio’s Cro-
atian midfielder Milan
Badelj going off injured
to be replaced by Danilo
Cataldi.

But Inter continued
their charge with Brozovic

getting the the second af-
ter 41 minutes, firing into
the bottom left corner.

The visitors seemed
more at ease on the wa-
ter logged pitch continu-
ing to dictate play.

Lazio did not give up
with Samir Handanovic
pushing an Adam Maru-
sic effort over the bar.

But they were only
sporadic signs of a fight-
back with Icardi drilling
in the third with ease
from a distance.

Lazio remain fourth
but have not lost to all
their leading rivals -- Ju-
ventus, Napoli, Roma and
now Inter.

“I admit we deserved
to lose this evening,” said
coach Inzaghi.

“Against the big teams
Lazio lack the conviction
we have in other match-
es. These teams are built
to win titles.

“Now we want to get
back on track against
SPAL.

England
cricketers
warned over Sri

Lanka upheaval

CoLomBo, Oct 30
(AFP): England’s cricket
stars have been told to
stay away from political
demonstrations ~ while
touring Sri Lanka, which
is in the grip of a consti-
tutional power struggle.

One man has been
killed in upheaval after
President ~ Maithripala
Sirisena sacked the coun-
try’s prime minister and
replaced him with for-
mer strongman leader
Mahinda Rajapakse.

“We are exercising
vigilance and avoiding all
demonstrations or large
political gatherings,” En-
gland spokesman Danny
Reuben told AFP.

“We are aware of a
political ~ demonstration
today, but for us it is all
about preparations for the
first Test” Reuben said a
four-day practice match in
Colombo would go ahead
as planned, despite the
troubles in the capital.

England take on Sri Lan-
ka in the first Test at Galle,
in the south of the country,
on November 6. England
are due to stay in Sri Lanka
until November 27 when
the third Test ends.

The dispute between
sacked prime minister
Ranil Wickremesing-
he and Rajapakse has
already hit Sri Lanka’s
cricket establishment.

On Sunday, body-
guards for Petroleum
Minister Arjuna Rana-
tunga, Sri Lanka’s captain
when they won the 1996
World Cup, opened fire at
a crowd as they moved
to rescue him from Ra-
japakse supporters.

One man was killed
and two others were
wounded. Ranatunga
was arrested Monday on
an allegation of ordering
the shooting, but was re-
leased on bail.

Resurgent ATK eyeing maiden
win against Bengaluru FC

KOLKATA, APR 12 (PTI):
Hosts ATK will look to
build on their winning
momentum when they
face last year’s run-
ners-up Bengaluru FC in
an Indian Super League
football fixture at the
Saltlake Stadium here
Wednesday.

Having suffered back-
to-back defeats at home
to start their campaign,
the new-look ATK have
managed to bounce back
with two wins and draw.
They will now seek to
secure their maiden win
against Bengaluru.

In their last match,
ATK upset defending
champions Chennaiyin
FC 2-1 in a match which
saw their attacking duo
of Manuel Lanzarote and
Kalu Uche in perfect co-
ordination and accord-
ing to coach Steve Cop-
pell’s plans.

While Uche struck
the first goal, the ATK
captain set up John John-
son for the second goal.

Their midfield also
did a neat job with Bra-
zilian Everton Santos
showing creativity, along
with with Pronay Halder.

Bengaluru FC will be
up against a player who
had been a key mem-
ber of the side since the

club’s fairy-tale journey
from 2013.

Having switched alle-
giance to ATK, English de-
fender Johnson who earli-
er forged a solid partner-
ship with Spain’s Juanan
at the heart of Bengalu-
ru’s defence, will now be
seen thwarting the duo of
Miku and Sunil Chhetri.

“The strategy is just
to try and win every
game. Bengaluru are
a top side and they've
proved it so far this sea-
son. They proved it last
season. We look forward
to it. We want to play the
best teams and see how
we cope. So, we are look-
ing forward to that game

-

now,” ATK coach Steve
Coppell said.

Speaking about the
turnaround, the English-
man said: “Obviously, the
first two games we lost
and so it was a big win
for us. The team is still
evolving. You know, it's
still taking shape.

“The more we play,
the more players are put
under the microscope.
The more you see who
responds well and who
does not respond well,
you can shape the team,
even more, going for-
ward. It's happening to
me,” he said.

It’s been a tale of two
strikers for Bengaluru

e

FC and Chhetri and Miku
have been at their sub-
lime best scoring five of
the six goals in their un-
beaten run from three
matches this season.

In their last fixture
against FC Pune City, the
duo were heavily involved
as Bengaluru struck three
past their opponents to
begin their three-match
away sojourn.

Last season, Benga-
luru were sensational
in their away outings,
winning seven out of
their nine matches in the
league stage -- the most
by any team.

Having won their first
away match of the sea-

B -
- —

son, Bengaluru FC have
now five away wins on
the trot.

The Blues will further
be boosted by Dimas Del-
gado’s return to full fit-
ness as the Spaniard mid-
fielder has the ability to
pierce resolute defences.

Bengaluru FC also
have conceded the least
number of goals, only two
this season, with Albert
Serran and Juanan at the
heart of their defence.

Both the teams have
seven points each, but
ATK have played five
matches, compared to
Bengaluru’s three.

Uncapped Magsood retained,
Amir ignored in Pak squad
for T20Is against NZ

KaracHI, Oct 30 (PTI):
Senior left-arm pacer Mo-
hammad Amir failed to
make the cut but an un-
capped Waqgas Magsood
was retained in Pakistan’s
Twenty20 squad for the
series against New Zea-
land starting Wednesday
in the UAE.

Magsood was earli-
er part of the Pakistan A
side that played the New
Zealand A in the UAE
last month. This was fol-
lowed by his selection in
the senior outfit but he
didn’t get a chance to play
against Australia.

Besides Magsood there
were no other surprises
apart from left-arm pac-
er Amir again failing to
win the selectors’ confi-
dence. He was ignored for
the just-concluded series
against Australia which Pa-
kistan won.

The 26-year-old Amir

has been out of form for
the past few months after
playing nearly non-stop
since the end of his ban
for spot-fixing in 2016.

Australia went home
winless from the recent se-
ries, losing the two-Test rub-
ber 0-1 and going down 0-3
in the T20 series.

The first match of the
T20I series against New
Zealand will be played on
October 31 in Abu Dhabi.

The remaining two
matches of the series will be
played in Dubai on Novem-
ber 2 and 4 respectively.

Pakistan squad: Fakhar
Zaman, Muhammad Ha-
feez, Sahibzada Farhan,
Babar Azam, Shoaib Ma-
lik, Asif Ali, Hussain Tallat,
Sarfraz Ahmed (Captain),
Shadab Khan, Shaheen
Shah Afridi, Usman Khan
Shanwari, Hassan Ali, Imad
Wasim, Waqgas Magsood
and Faheem Ashraf.

India footballer now
runs a tea stall

CHANDANA CHOWDHURY
JaLpAIGURI (WB), OcT 30
(PTI): A woman footballer,
who represented the coun-
try 10 years ago, is now
running a roadside tea stall
in Jalpaiguri district.

Kalpana Roy, 26, also
coaches around 30 boys
and trains them twice a
day in order to keep her-
self fit, as she still nurtures
the dream of playing again.

Kalpana’s stint as a
footballer was cut short in
2013 after she suffered a
serious injury in her right
leg, during a match in the
Women'’s League, which is
conducted by the Indian
Football Association.

“It took me about a
year to recover. I got no
financial help for the treat-
ment from anyone. From
then on, I am running the
tea stall,” Kalpana told PTL

Her father used to run
the tea stall but he is now
suffering from old age ail-
ments.

She said, “I was con-
tacted for trial for the se-
nior national side but fi-
nancial constraints forced
me to stay back. I do not
have a place to stay in
Kolkata. Besides, if I leave,
who will look after the

family? My father is not
well now.”

Kalpana is the young-
est of five sisters, four of
whom are married. One of
them stays with her. Their
mother died around four
years ago.

The footballer, who used
to play as a forward, did not
marry as she has to look
after her father and other
members of the family.

Kalpana, who played
four international matches
as an under-19 footballer
in 2008, now starts prac-
tising with the 30 odd boys
in the morning and opens
the tea stall around 10 am.

She closes the shop at
4 pm, goes for two hours’
practice and reopens the
shop after coming back.

“The clubs for which
the boys play pay me Rs
3,000 per month. That
money is also important
to me,” Kalpana said.

Kalpana said she is fit
enough to play at the se-
nior level and also experi-
enced enough to coach.

“I am confident that [
can contribute to the game
in both ways. All  need is a
job so that I do not have to
worry for the family’s re-
quirements,” she said.
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IL&FS crisis: Normalcy to return to system
in couple of weeks, says SBI Chief

YOSHITA SINGH

NEw Yorg, Oct 30
(PTI): In wake of the
IL&FS crisis, efforts are
underway by the Indian
government, RBI as well
as SBI to try and stabilise
the system very quick-
ly , and things are likely
to return to normal in
a couple of weeks, SBI
Chairman Rajnish Kumar
said here.

Kumar said that the
Infrastructure  Leasing
and Financial Services
(IL&FS) was a unique in-
stitution operating in the
infrastructure financing
and construction space.

It is an engineering,
procurement and con-

struction (EPC) contrac-
tor;, holding assets as well
as its finances - it was a
3-in-1, Kumar said, adding
that whether it is banks
or non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs), if
they are in infrastructure
financing, they have faced
trouble in India.
Infrastructure, par-
ticularly the BOT (build
operate transfer) model,
has caused a lot of prob-
lem even to the banks.
We ourselves have suf-
fered in the financing of
infrastructure, Kumar
said during an interactive
session at the 9th New
India Lecture’ organised
at the Indian Consulate

under the aegis of Con-
sul General Sandeep
Chakravorty.

The lecture series is
organised by the Consul-
ate in partnership with the
US-India Strategic Part-
nership Forum (USISPF).

Responding to a ques-
tion on IL&FS and the im-
pact of shadow banking
on the Indian economy,
Kumar said since it is an
NBFC, it has had a conta-
gion effect.

Because of the IL&FS
default, there is pressure
on mutual funds. The
corporates who were
providing liquid funds to
mutual funds have be-
come very cautious. In

turn, the mutual funds
have become cautious
about their investments,
he said.

Kumar added that in
wake of the IL&FS crisis,
the SBI stepped up in a
big way.

This is how we are
trying to stabilise the sys-
tem and tackle the situa-
tion. RBI has announced
measures around im-
proving liquidity for
NBFCs. The government,
RBI and SBI - all of us are
trying that the system
stabilises very quickly.

I believe it is a mat-
ter of time - a couple of
weeks when things re-
turn to normal, he said.

IL&FS and its subsid-
iaries have defaulted on
several debt repayments
recently due to liquidity
crisis. It needs an imme-
diate capital infusion of
Rs 3,000 crore and is also
planning a Rs 4,500-crore
rights issue.

The company as of
March 2018 owed over
Rs 91,000 crore to banks
and other creditors. On
October 1, the govern-
ment superseded the
board of IL&FS and ap-
pointed a new board,
with banker Uday Kotak
as its executive chairman.

On the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, in-
troduced in 2016, Kumar

said he considers it the
most significant reform
that the current govern-
ment has carried out.

It's a new law, a new
process. So obviously,
there are some hiccups
because there are issues
around how the provi-
sions of the code are in-
terpreted,” he said.

It is very hard for the
existing promoters to be-
lieve that there is a law
and a real threat of them
losing control of the busi-
ness. It’s never happened
in India in the past.
That's where the fight is,
but this was very badly
needed, he said.

He said, going for-

ward, the litigation will
come down and the reso-
lution will happen within
the time frame of 180-
270 days.

For this process to
succeed, it is important
that cases are referred at
the earliest sign of trou-
ble. Definitely there’s
a paradigm shift in the
creditor-debtor relation-
ship in India, he added.

He said as a potential
weapon, the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
works very well, but we
have to be careful before
we exercise it. The threat
works much better than
the actual resolution.
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There is only
one Trump:
White House

WASHINGTON, Oct 30
(PTI): There is only one
Donald Trump, the White
House has said, rejecting
comparisons between the
US president and the new
right wing leader of Bra-
zil, Jair Bolsonaro.

On Sunday, Bolsonaro
was elected president of
Brazil.

His brash style and
harsh statements have led
many to compare him to
the US president, refer-
ring to him as “Trump of
the tropics” or “Brazil’s
Donald Trump.”

“There’s only one Don-
ald Trump in my opinion,”
White House Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders told

reporters when asked
what she thinks about the
comparison.

Sanders said the US
values its longstanding
relationship with Brazil.

“We want to continue to
be able to work with them,
and we'll see what happens
from there,” she said.

Sri Lanka braces for protest over PM’s sacking

3

CoLoMBo, Oct 30 (PTI):
Sri Lanka on Tuesday
braced for a protest called
by ousted prime minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
party against what it said
was a “coup” by Presi-
dent Maithripala Sirisena
which has triggered a po-
litical crisis in the country.
Sri Lanka, a Bud-
dhist-majority nation in
the Indian Ocean, was
plunged into chaos on Fri-
day when President Siris-
ena sacked Prime Minis-
ter Wickremesinghe in
a surprise move. He also
suspended parliament in
an apparent bid to shore
up support for newly ap-
pointed Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa.
Sirisena is under in-
creasing political and diplo-
matic pressure to reconvene
parliament and resolve the
constitutional crisis.
Wickremesinghe’s

vy

United National Party
(UNP) is set to hold a
protest on Tuesday in the
capital, Colombo.

“We are calling upon all
sections of the society who
believe in democracy and
rule of law to gather and pro-
test,” Champika Ranawaka, a

former minister said.
Mangala Samaraweera,
the ex-finance minister un-
der Wickremesinghe said,
“This was a constitutional
coup and it is our duty to
protect democracy and
sovereignty of people”.
Speaker Karu Jayasur-

iya urged the president to
let Wickremesinghe prove
his majority support on
the parliament floor.

The supporters of Ra-
japaksa, a former presi-
dent, are confident that
he would be able to prove
majority support on the

parliament floor as they
are sure that members of
Wickremesinghe’s  UNP
would defect.

“We are waiting for
more UNP members to
join us. We have the num-
bers,” Lakshman Yapa
Abeywardena, a Rajapak-
sa loyalist, said.

Wickremesinghe  has
said that he still commands
the majority. However, he
suffered a setback after four
lawmakers from his party,
who had pledged allegiance
to him in the public, took a
U-turn and accepted min-
isterial positions in the Ra-
japaksa government.

“We have the majority
despite four of them join-
ing Rajapaksa,” Ranjith
Madduma Bandara, an
ex-minister, said.

Speaker  Jayasuriya
has called for a meeting of
all party leaders to assess
the current political situ-

ation. At least 128 mem-
bers had written to him
calling for reconvening of
parliament.

Jayasuriya has insisted
that the issue needs to be
settled within parliament.

The crisis turned deadly
on Sunday when the body-
guard of a former cabinet
minister fired on a crowd,
killing at least one person
and wounding two others.

Under Sri Lanka’s con-
stitution, the president,
who maintains executive
powers, can appoint a
new prime minister once
the current premier has
lost control of parliament.

Wickremesinghe ar-
gues he cannot legally be
dismissed until he loses
the support of parliament.
His party, which holds a
plurality of seats in the
225-member  assembly,
was prevented from hold-
ing a vote when Sirisena

abruptly suspended par-
liament on Saturday until
16 November.

Wickremesinghe
claimed in a Facebook post
on Monday he had obtained
the signatures of 126 MPs
calling for parliament to be
returned immediately to
end the political standoff.

Both camps are work-
ing to secure their num-
bers in parliament.

Rajapaksa’s tenure as
president was marred by
allegations of authoritar-
ianism, corruption and
human rights abuses, es-
pecially against the coun-
try’s Tamil minority.

He was defeated at the
2015 presidential elections
when Wickremesinghe and
Sirisena formed an unlikely
coalition, and their gov-
ernment initiated several
investigations into alleged
Rajapaksa-era crimes.

Trump unable
to attend India’s
Republic Day

parade due

to scheduling
constraints: WH
WASHINGTON, Oct 30

(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump is unable to
participate as Chief Guest
of India’s Republic Day
celebrations next year due
to scheduling constraints,
the White House has said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had invited Pres-
ident Trump for a bilateral
visit to India during their
talks in Washington last year.

White House Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders had,
in July, said that Trump has
received an invitation to
visit India, but no decision
has been taken yet.

“President Trump was
honoured by Prime Min-
ister Modi’s invitation for
him to be Chief Guest of In-
dia’s Republic Day on Janu-
ary 26, 2019 but is unable
to participate due to sched-
uling constraints,” a White
House spokesperson told
PTI on Monday, when
asked about Trump’s deci-
sion on Modi’s invitation.

Itis said that the annual
State of the Union (SOTU)
address to both Houses of
the US Congress by Trump
is likely to be around the
time India will celebrate its
Republic Day. The SOTU is
normally delivered in the
last week of January or first
week of February.

The spokesperson said
that the US President and
Modi enjoy a strong per-
sonal rapport and Trump
is committed to deepening
the India-US relationship.

“The President enjoys
a strong personal rapport
with Prime Minister Modi
developed through two
meetings and several phone
calls and remains commit-
ted to deepening the US-In-
dia strategic partnership,’
the spokesperson said.

“The President very
much looks forward to
meeting Prime Minister
Modi again at the earliest
opportunity,” the White
House spokesperson said.

Modi and Trump are
scheduled to attend the
G-20 Summit in Argentina
on November 30.

Bangladesh court doubles jail term for former PM Khaleda Zia

DHAKA, Oct 30 (PTI):
Bangladesh’s ailing for-
mer prime  minister
Khaleda Zia suffered an-
other setback on Tuesday
when a court here dou-
bled her jail term to 10
years in a corruption case,
piling pressure on the Op-
position ahead of general
elections.

The verdict comes a
day after Zia, the leader
of the Opposition Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), was sentenced to
seven years in prison in
another graft case.

A High Court bench
comprising Justice Enay-
etur Rahim and Justice
Mostafizur Rahman an-
nounced the verdict after
accepting the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission’s re-
view petition to increase

73-year-old Zia's impris-
onment in the Zia Or-
phanage Trust corruption
case from five to 10 years,
The Daily Star reported.

A Dhaka court sen-
tenced Zia to five years in
jail in the orphanage cor-
ruption case on February
8. Zia has been impris-

oned at the former central
jail since then.

No lawyer for Zia and
other accused of the case
was present in the court
room.

The bench did not say
anything about other con-
victs of the case as they
did not file any appeal and

they are absconding.

Zia cannot contest the
next parliamentary elec-
tions following the High
Court verdict, Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam
told The Daily Star.

“This verdict means
that Khaleda Zia will not
be able to contest in the

upcoming election,” the
Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion’s lawyer Khurshid
Alam Khan told reporters.

On Monday, she was
sentenced for embezzling
millions from the Zia
Charitable Trust.

Zia faces dozens of
separate charges relat-

ed to violence and cor-
ruption that her lawyers
insist are baseless. She
had recently complained
to the court that she was
losing feeling in her hand
and inaleg.

On October 6, she was
taken to Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical Uni-
versity hospital, where
she is currently receiving
treatment.

Tuesday’s verdict is
crucial as it came ahead
of the parliamentary elec-
tions in December. Zia's
party had boycotted the
2014 elections.

The BNP has vowed
nationwide marches lat-
er Tuesday to protest the
verdict.

The latest court rul-
ing deals a crushing blow
to Zia, who was hoping

More body parts

Jakarta, Oct 30 (AFP):
Indonesian search teams
Tuesday recovered more
remains at the site of a
crashed Lion Air jet that
plunged into the sea with
189 people aboard, as a
report said it had suffered
an instrument malfunc-
tion the day before.

The Boeing-737 MAX,
which went into service
just months ago, crashed
into the Java Sea moments
after it had asked to re-
turn to Jakarta on Monday.

Flight JT 610 sped up
as it suddenly lost altitude
and then vanished from
radar 13 minutes after
take-off, with authorities
saying witnesses saw the
jet plunge into the water.

Dozens of divers are
taking part in the recov-
ery effort.

Search teams have
filled ten body bags with
limbs and other human re-
mains, Muhammad Syau-
gi, head of the Indonesian
national search and rescue
agency told Metro TV, say-
ing they will be taken to Ja-
karta for identification and
DNA testing.

The remains of a baby

were among those found,
according to national dep-
uty police chief Ari Dono
Sukmanto.

Another 14 bags filled
with debris have also
been collected.

Shoes, items of cloth-
ing and a wallet are among
the items found.

“We hope we can see
the plane’s main body --
everything on the surface
of the water has been col-
lected,” Syaugi said.

Indonesia’s ~ National
Transportation Safety Com-
mittee (NTSC) said there
were 178 adult passengers,
one child, two infants, two
pilots and six cabin crew on
board flight JT 610.

Among them were the
plane’s Indian captain, 20
Indonesian finance minis-
try employees and Andrea
Manfredi, an Italian for-
mer professional cyclist.

The search and rescue
agency all but ruled out
finding any survivors late
Monday, citing the dis-
covery of body parts that
suggested a high-impact
crash in water some 30-40
metres deep off the coast
of Indonesia’s Java island.

found from crashed Indonesian jet

“We are prioritising
finding the main wreck-
age of the plane using five
war ships equipped with
sonar to detect metal un-
derwater,” said Yusuf Lat-
if, spokesman of the Indo-
nesian search and rescue
agency.

Both the cockpit voice
recorder and the flight
data recorder -- which
could be key pieces of ev-
idence -- are still missing.

The plane had been en
route to Pangkal Pinang
city, a jumping off point
for beach-and-sun seeking
tourists on nearby Belitung
island, when it dropped out
of contact around 6:30 am
(2330 GMT).

Lion Air said the plane
had only gone into service
in August.

The pilot and co-pi-
lot had more than 11,000
hours of flying time be-
tween them and had un-
dergone recent medical
checkups and drug test-
ing, it added.

On Monday, Lion Air
chief Edward Sirait acknowl-
edged the plane had an
unspecified technical issue
fixed in Bali before it was
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flown back to Jakarta, calling
it “normal procedure”.

A technical logbook
detailed an “unreliable”
airspeed reading instru-
ment on the Bali-Jakarta
flight on Sunday and dif-
ferent altitude readings
on the captain and first
officer’s instruments, ac-
cording to the BBC.

Copies of several Lion
Air technical documents
have been circulating on
social media, but they
could not be immediately
confirmed as authentic.

The company did not
return phones calls seek-
ing comment.

Boeing suspended re-
lease of the 737 MAX just
days before its first com-
mercial delivery last year
due to an engine issue,
according to airline safety

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR SINCERE MORNING

Draw No:48 DrawDate on:30/10/18
1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 89C 86543

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

06952 18416 48773 73208 79154
81261 81346 83221 87032 91483

Sth Prize Rs.120/-

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 86543 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1623 2126 2490 3540 3585 3954 4243 4802 6355 7298
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0221 2113 3064 3079 4076 4204 6165 8479 9172 9178

0021 0047 0083 0308 0309 0375 0495 0624 0662 0673
0994 1243 1345 1459 1491 1523 1583 1716 1770 1932
2002 2033 2208 2221 2280 2300 2352 2401 2678 2709
2958 3076 3206 3216 3274 3321 3609 3834 3845 4159
4311 4348 4474 4552 5070 5433 5573 5710 5806 5843

and product review site
airlineratings.com.

It said the engines
were a product of a joint
venture between US-
based General Electric
and France’s Safran Air-
craft Engines.

Lion Air, Indonesia’s
biggest budget airline
which has been engaged
in huge expansion, an-
nounced earlier this year it
was buying 50 Boeing 737
MAX 10 jets for 6.24 billion.

Indonesia’s air trav-
el industry is booming,
with the number of do-
mestic passengers grow-
ing significantly over the
past decade, but it has
acquired a reputation for
poor regulation and its
airlines had previously
been banned from US and
European airspace.
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Lion has been involved
in a number of incidents
including a fatal 2004
crash and a collision be-
tween two Lion Air planes
atJakarta’s Soekarno-Hat-
ta airport.
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of running against in-
cumbent Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina in elec-
tions.
Zia was made

vice-chairperson of the
BNP in March 1983 af-
ter the assassination of
her husband. She became
chairperson of the party
on May 10, 1984, a post
she is holding till now.

In her 35 years of po-
litical career, Zia went to
the jail several times.

During the 2007-2008
tenure of the army-backed
caretaker ~ government,
she was in jail for about a
year on charges of corrup-
tion.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

INDIA CELEBRATES THE INAUGURATION OF

STATUE OF UNITY

. WORLD'S TALLEST STATUE
. 182 METRES

L A STATUE AS TALL AS THE STATURE OF SARDAR PATEL

Sardar Patel was a leader who played a major role in India’s
freedom struggle. He was a leader committed to the welfare
of farmers. Known as the architect of independent India, he
integrated more than 550 princely states to build united India.

Today, a grateful nation pays tribute to the great man,
befitting his tall stature.

STATUE OF UNITY:
A TRIBUTE T0 THE MAN wHo uNITED INpIA, SARDAR PATEL

Spring Temple Buddha Laykyun Setkyar ~ Ushiku Daibutsu  Statue of Liberty The Great Buddha The Motherland Calls
China Myanmar Japan America Thailand Russia
153 metre 116 metre 110 metre 97 metre 91 metre 87 metre

To be dedicated to the nation by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Date: October 31,2018
Time: 10am onwards

Venue: Sardar Sarovar Dam,
Kevadiya Village,
Narmada, Gujarat

DAVP 22201/13/0015/1819
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Museum on Bharat Bhavan 3D Projection Tourists will love Tent City Tribal Museum, Valley of States to Have Their
Sardar Patel’s Life Exhibition Hall Mapping to see natural scenery with 250 tents Handicraft Market Flowers Own Guest Houses
from an altitude of
153 metres
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Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt. Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102 and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com ~ letters@summittimes.com




