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National Press Day celebrated 
with awards and grant

GaNGtok, 16 Nov 
[IPR]: A function was 
held today at Manan 
Kendra, Gangtok, to mark 
National Press Day 2021. 
The programme was 
graced by IPR Minister 
Lok Nath sharma as chief 
guest. Organized by the 
state IPR Department, 
the programme had the 
presence of Minister for 
Power and Labour MN 
sherpa, MLAs YT Lepcha, 
KB Rai and Ks Lepcha, 
Advisors, Chairpersons, 
family members of the 
Late Y.N. Bhandari, media 
fraternity, other invitees 
and officers and staff of 
the IPR Department

National Press Day is 
celebrated throughout 
the country every year 
on November 16th, as on 
this day in the year 1966, 
the Press Council of India 
was established as a stat-
utory and quasi-judicial 
body to safeguard the 
freedom of the press as 
well as to ensure ethics 
in journalism.

At the start of the 
programme, the house 
observed two-minutes 
silence as a mark of 
respect to two veteran 
journalists who passed 
away recently, name-
ly Late Ganga Bahadur 
Rai and Late shiva Dar-
nal.

The highlight of 
the event was the pre-
sentation of Annual 
Awards to journalists 
who have made a mark 
in their area of work.

The following 

Awards were present-
ed by the chief guest on 
the occasion:

1. Chief Minister’s 
Award for Reporting 
on Climate Issues – the 
award was presented 
to Wangchuk Bhutia, 
senior Reporter, sum-
mit Times.

2. Chief Minister’s 
Award for Reporting 
on Women Issues – 
the award was bagged 
by Balaram Dhamala, 
sub-Editor, Hamro Pra-
jashakti.

3. Chief Minister’s 
Award for Reporting 
on Human Rights Is-
sues – the award was 
conferred upon sagar 
Chettri, senior Report-
er, summit Times.

The above three 
Awards were an-
nounced by Chief Min-
ister Prem singh Ta-
mang on the occasion 
of National Press Day, 

2019, and they have 
become a regular fea-
ture since 2020. These 
three Awards have 
replaced the Positive 
Journalism Grant of 
the past. The Awards 
comprise of a Citation, 
shawl and Cash Award 
of Rupees Fifty Thou-
sand each.

The second catego-
ry of Award presented 
on the occasion was 
the ‘Late Y.N. Bhan-
dari Best Journalism 
Award’. The Award was 
conferred upon C.B. 
Chettri, Editor-Pub-
lisher of Nepali Week-
ly ‘saptahik sikkim’, 
in recognition of his 
commendable work in 
the field of journalism 
spanning over three 
decades.  The Award 
comprises a Citation, 
shawl and cash Award 
of Rupees Two Lakhs.

similarly, Minister 

Lok Nath sharma pre-
sented the ‘Grameen 
Patrakarita Puras-
kar 2021’ to Kishan 
Chettri, freelance jour-
nalist based in Namchi, 
south sikkim.

General secretary, 
Press Club of sikkim, 
Puran Tamang present-
ed a background of the 
‘Grameen Patrakarita Pu-
raskar’, and a brief profile 
of the awardee.

The Annual Award 
is constituted by the 
Press Club of sikkim 
and sponsored by Raj 
Bhawan, sikkim, and is 
presented to a journal-
ist who has excelled in 
rural reporting. It com-
prises a Citation, shawl 
and Cash Award of Ru-
pees Fifty Thousand.

On the occasion, the 
chief guest presented 
the Annual Grant of Ru-
pees Five Lakhs to the 
Press Club of sikkim, 

which was received by 
President, Press Club 
of sikkim, Joseph Lep-
cha.

Minister, IPR De-
partment, Lok Nath 
sharma, in his ad-
dress congratulated the 
awardees and said that 
it is a validation of their 
dedication and hard 
work. The Minister also 
commended the media 
fraternity of sikkim for 
consistently bringing 
news and issues to the 
fore and making peo-
ple aware of the daily 
events and develop-
ments.

He said that the suc-
cess of any Government 
scheme depends on the 
timely dissemination of 
the information to the 
people. He acknowledged 
the role of media in the 
state for taking the infor-
mation to the grass root. 
The Minister further said 

that the Government is 
committed to provide all 
necessary support to the 
media fraternity.

The Minister also 
spoke about the upcom-
ing Global Film Festival 
to be held in sikkim from 
December 10th to 14th, 
and solicited the support 
of the media to make it a 
success.

The Minister thanked 
the dignitaries and 
guests for their valuable 
presence and participa-
tion in the programme.   

Earlier, the welcome 
address was delivered 
by secretary, IPR Depart-
ment, siporah G. Targain.

The programme was 
also addressed by Pres-
ident, Press Club of sik-
kim, Joseph Lepcha.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of 
thanks proposed by Di-
rector, IPR Department, 
Benu Gurung.

Sikkim’s test positivity rate holds 
low at 1.5%, no new deaths

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 16 Nov: 

For all the rumours cir-
culating in the state, 

Covid infections contin-
ued to remain low in the 
state, coming in at seven 
this morning from the 
screening of 475 samples 
yesterday and giving sik-
kim a daily test positivity 
rate of 1.5%.

As per the Daily Re-
port of COVID-19 in 
sikkim issued by the 
Integrated Disease sur-
veillance Programme 
of Health Department, 
while four of the new 
cases were picked up in 
RT-PCR testing of 147 
samples, three people 
tested positive in rapid 
antigen testing of 326 
samples. 

Of these seven cas-
es, five were registered 
in East District and one 
each in West and south 
Districts.

In the meantime, sik-
kim’s count of recovered 
cases has inched up to 

31,256 with five more 
Covid patients making 
full recoveries and get-
ting discharged from 
home isolation yester-
day. The state’s current 
recovery rate stands at 
98.4%.

There are 117 active 
cases of Covid in the state 
at present, 20 of whom 
are with symptoms se-
vere enough to require 
hospitalisation and the 
rest are on their way to 
recovery under home 
isolation. Further, three 
of the Covid patients in 
hospital are in ICU.

Significantly, Sikkim’s 
COVID toll continues 
to hold at 401 with no 
COVID deaths reported 
in the last 24 hours.

On the vaccination 
front, the state adminis-
tered 336 doses of Cov-
ishield vaccine on Mon-
day, 315 people com-
pleting their vaccination 
schedule with the second 
dose and 21 receiving 
their first dose yesterday.

250 youth begin Green Skill training 
Gangtok, 16 Nov [IPR]: For-
est Minister Karma Loday 
Bhutia inaugurated the Green 
skill Development Programme 
(GsDP) for 2021-22 session 
in context of generating live-
lihood opportunities for local 
youths through four certifi-
cate courses viz Forest Fire 
Management, Bamboo Crafts, 
Beekeeping, and solar Energy 
systems at the sidkeong Tulku 
Forest Conference Hall here 
today. 
This green skill training pro-
gramme is being facilitated by 
the sikkim ENVIs Hub of For-
est and Environment Depart-
ment. 

The training programme 
is being taken by 250 youth 
from across the state and will 
be conducted at various train-
ing locations across the state in 
12 batches within the current 
financial year. 

subject experts from state 
Designated Agency of Power 
Department, state Biodiversi-
ty Board, Territorial Division, 
sikkim Khadi and Village In-
dustries Board, sIMFED, Hi-
malayan science society, Cane 
and Bamboo Training Center 
Assam, NIELIT Gangtok, sMIT 
Majhitar, GsEs New Delhi and 
other local resource persons 
will be conducting the training 
as expert partners.

In his inaugural address at-

tended by 60 trainees, the Min-
ister extended warm welcome 
to all the participants and 
encouraged them to take full 
advantage of livelihood oppor-
tunities at local level through 
green skilling. The minister 
emphasised on resorting to 
eco-friendly practices and 
make use of locally available 
natural resources in harness-
ing the acquired green to boost 
rural economy through sus-
tainable practices.

The inaugural session 
was also addressed by the 
Chief Conservator of Forest 
(Env.&sC/T/ HQ) NW Tamang. 
In his address, he mentioned 
that Forest and Environment 
Department has been making 
continuous efforts to provide 
livelihood opportunities to in-
terested local youths in the field 
of environment since 2019 and 
this year the department has 
targeted to benefit 250 youths 
through green skill training. 

The inaugural programme 
was also attended by CF(T) 
Karma Legshey Bhutia, 
CF(Wildlife) Udai Gurung, 
Director (ENVIs) B B Gu-
rung, Director(HZP) sangay 
Gyatso Bhutia, Director-I(Ac-
counts) Bikram Tamang, Di-
rector-II(Accounts) Norbu 
Dadul, Joint secretary(Admin) 
Ms. Thinley Pema Chankapa, 
CAO Karma Thendup Thapa, 

Joint Director (NTFP) Tshering 
Pintso Bhutia, Joint Director 
(ENVIs/sPCB) Ms Kusum Gu-
rung, DFO-cum-TA to PCCF Ms. 
Thenmozhi V and other senior 
officers of the forest depart-
ment.

Addressing the opening 
and welcome remarks, the 
Director (ENVIs) B B Gurung 
mentioned that the basic aim 
of these GsDP courses is to 
impart green skill training to 
youths and local people who 
have not been able to contin-
ue education due to different 
financial or social constraints 
but have an urge to learn new 
things and do something fruit-
ful. Green skills contribute to 
preserving or restoring envi-
ronmental quality for sustain-
able future and include jobs 
that protect ecosystems and 
biodiversity, reduce energy 
and minimize waste and pol-
lution. 

He mentioned that the 
Green skill Development Pro-
gramme is being implemented 
in the state of sikkim under 
the aegis of the Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Government of India 
(In line with skill India Mis-
sion) to develop green skilled 
workers duly amalgamating 
scientific and traditional ap-
proach for sustainable devel-
opment of rural economy. 

In line with the skill In-
dia Mission envisaged by the 
Prime Minister of India, the 
Ministry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change uti-
lizing the vast network and 
expertise of ENVIs Hubs/ RPs, 
has taken up an initiative for 
skill development in the en-
vironment and forest sector 
to enable India’s youth to get 
gainful employment and/or 
self-employment. 

The 1st batch of green skill 

training for the current finan-
cial year on forest fire man-
agement, bamboo crafts, solar 
energy systems and beekeep-
ing will take place at Phodong, 
Hee-Bermiok, Gangtok, and 
Raeypani respectively and will 
be conducted for a month-long 
till the end of December 2021. 
During the inaugural session, a 
short ten minute video of previ-
ous years training and feedback 
from the trainees was screened 
along with a short power point 
presentation on bamboo crafts 
by Dr. Tika Prasad sharma, bam-
boo expert from Himalayan sci-
ence society sikkim. Training 
kits and tools were also distrib-
uted to the trainees.

The inaugural session co-
ordinated by sr. Programme 
Officer (ENVIS) Rajen Pradhan 
ended with photo session and 
vote of thanks by the Joint Di-
rector (ENVIs) Ms Kusum Gu-
rung.

Sikkim Sahitya Utsav 
places its book review 

contest in open category
SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 16 Nov: 

The book review con-
test of sikkim sahi-

tya Utsav 2021 has been 
declared as an open cat-
egory. 

Earlier, the book re-
view contest had been 
announced exclusive-
ly for students of up to 
master’s level. Now, any 
interested participant 
residing in sikkim can 
submit a book review for 
the competition, informs 
a press release from the 
organisers. 

The last date for sub-
mission of entries is 20 
November.

As per the release, 
three books have been 
shortlisted for the book 
review contest in English 
- The King’s Harvest by 
Chetan Raj shrestha, The 
Land Where I Flee by 
Prajwal Parajuly and Leg-
ends of the Lepchas, Folk 
Tales of sikkim by Yishey 

Doma. Interested contes-
tants can submit a review 
for any of these works.

Likewise, five literary 
works have been chosen 
for book review in Nepali 
- Kiraya Ko Kokh [novel] 
by sD Dhakal, Chichi-
meera [story collection] 
by Yuva Baral, samay 
stroke [poem collection] 
by Rabi Rodan, Activist 
Aakshar [poem collec-
tion] by Adarsh Milan 
Pradhan and Black and 
White sikkim Ma sangeet 
Bhitrakaharu by Anita 
Niraula.

The release adds that 
the reviews must be orig-
inal and not more than 
600 words in length. The 
contest carries cash priz-
es of Rs 15,000, Rs 10,000 
and Rs 7,000 for the top-
three places. Entries can 
be emailed to sikkimsa-
hityautsav2021@gmail.
com. For further details, 
contact 9647840062/ 
87689 24479.

Daily CoVID-19 cases in 
country lowest in 287 days
New Delhi, Nov 16 
(PtI): India logged 8,865 
new coronavirus infec-
tions, the lowest in 287 
days, taking the country’s 
total tally of COVID-19 cas-
es to 3,44,56,401, while 
the active cases settled 
at 1,30,793, the lowest 
in 525 days, according to 
the Union Health Ministry 
data updated on Tuesday.

The death toll climbed 
to 4,63,852 with 197 fresh 
fatalities, including 127 
from Kerala and 19 from 
Maharashtra, according to 
the data updated at 8 am.

Kerala has been recon-
ciling Covid deaths since 
the last few days.

The ministry said the 
daily rise in new coronavi-
rus infections has been be-
low 20,000 for 39 straight 
days and less than 50,000 

daily new cases have been 
reported for 142 consecu-
tive days now. The active 
cases comprise 0.38 per 
cent of the total infections, 
the lowest since March 
2020, while the national 
COVID-19 recovery rate 
was recorded at 98.27 
per cent, the highest since 
March 2020, the ministry 
said. A decrease of 3,303 
cases has been recorded 
in the active COVID-19 
caseload in a span of 24 
hours.

The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 0.80 
per cent. It has been less 
than two per cent for last 
43 days. The weekly posi-
tivity rate was recorded at 
0.97 per cent. It has been 
below two per cent for the 
last 53 days, according to 
the ministry.
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FAmeX and community awareness on disasters in South Sikkim

Namchi, 16 Nov [IPR]: 
FAMEX [Familiariza-
tion Exercise] and Com-
munity Awareness 
Programme is being 
organized by District 
Disaster Management 
Authority (south) in 
collaboration with  2N 
of E Coy, National Di-
saster Response Force 
(NDRF) at various Govt 
schools and Bazaar 
areas. During the pro-
gramme,awareness and  
different activities of 
MFR (Medical First Aid 
Responder) like meth-
ods of control bleeding, 
CPR(Cardio Pulmonary 
Resuscitation), impro-
vised splinting etc shall 

be imparted and dis-
played to students and 
general public followed 

by an exhibition of the 
CssR equipment. The 
NDRF team shall be in 

south District and travel 
to various locations for 
Mock Drill, sensitization 

and Awareness wef 15th 
November, 2021 - 26th 
November.

District-level Science Seminar held at Gyalshing
PRItAm LAmA
Gyalshing, 16 Nov:

A day-long District 
Level science sem-

inar organised by state 
Council of Education, 
Research and Training 
(sCERT), Gangtok in col-
laboration with District 
Institute of Education 
and Training (DIET), 
Gyalshing and Dis-
trict Education Office 
West, was held at DIET 
Gyalshing today, 16 
Nov.

The topic for this 
year’s science seminar 
is ‘Boosting Immunity–
Need of the Hour: Pros-
pects and Challenges’.

Fifteen secondary 
and senior secondary 
schools across West 
District participated in 
the event.

District level science 
seminar had the pres-
ence of Chief Education 
Officer, West District, 
KC Gyatsho as the chief 
guest, Education Depu-
ty Director, Rajesh Tha-
pa District Education 

Office, Gyalshing and 
Principal District Insti-
tute of Education and 
Training (DIET), Gyalsh-
ing, OP Ghatani as spe-
cial guests, Dr. Mahen-
dra Tamang, Assistant 
Professor Dr. Mahendra 
Tamang, sCERT as a rep-
resentative from sCERT 
Gangtok, staff members 
from DIET Gyalshing 
and Escort Teachers 
and participating stu-
dents from 15 schools 
of West sikkim.

Ravi Kumar Ta-
mang, Assistant Pro-
fessor, Chakung sci-
ence College, Dr. Nitali 
Lepcha, MO, AYUsH 
Hospital, Gyalshing 
and Meghna Rai, Dieti-
cian, District Hospital 
Gyalshing were on the 
judges panel.

Education Deputy 
Director, Rajesh Thapa, 
in his address congrat-
ulated all participants 
for their zeal and en-
thusiasm, and show-

casing their talents in 
the given platform.

Chief guest Chief Edu-
cation Officer, KC Gyatso 
congratulated and appre-
ciated the presentations 
and also acknowledged 
the efforts made by 
sCERT and DIET Gyalsh-
ing in providing oppor-
tunities for children to 
explore their potential.

Melli-Aching sec-
ondary school stood 1st, 
Lingchom senior sec 
school came in 2nd, and 

Hathidunga secondary 
School finished in 3rd 
position.

The winners will fur-
ther be participating at 
the state Level science 
seminar at Gangtok to 
be held tentatively on 08 
Dec this year.

The programme was 
coordinated by Kuldip 
sharma, Lecturer, DIET 
Gyalshing. The pro-
gramme ended with a 
vote of thanks and distri-
bution of certificates.

Barfung Jarrong GPU launches its 
women’s empowerment vision

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 16 Nov:

Barfung Jarrong GPU launched its vi-
sion of Women’s Empowerment 

GPU in conjunction with its Annual 

Program today, a press release in-
forms. Nine people were felicitated 
for their outstanding contribution 
in their respective fields during 
the event.

Child Rights Week at Singhik-
Sentam and toong-Naga

Gangtok, 16 Nov (IPR):
The third day of the Child 
Rights Week under Aza-
dika Amrit Mahotsav 
was observed today in 
two GPUs: singhik sen-
tam GPU and Toong Naga 
GPU. The programme 
was organized by District 
Child Protection Unit, 
North under Child Pro-
tection scheme,Women 
and Child Development 
Department in coordi-
nation with Village Level 
Child Protection Commit-
tees and Childline, North 
sikkim.

In the singhik sentam 
GPU, the Village Level 
Child Parliamentarians 
conducted “Bal sabha” to 
discuss about the various 
issues of the GPU in the 
presence of the Zilla Pan-
chayat and Panchayats of 
the GPU. The Zilla Pan-
chayat, Lakpa Lepcha, 
encouraged the children 
to participate in the up-
coming Gram sabha and 
ensured full support to 
them in any of their ac-
tivities. 

The PDA, singhik, 
sonam Choejor Bhutia, 
addressed the issues put 
forth by the child Parlia-

mentarians and informed 
them of the suggestion 
Box and library in the 
GPK and motivated the 
children to write their 
ideas and suggestions in 
the box and also use the 
books in the library. The 
Prime Minister of the 
Village Level Children’s 
Parliament, Chogyal Lep-
cha, thanked the author-
ities for giving them this 
platform to raise their 
voices and urged her fel-
low Parliamentarians to 
work together for the up-
liftment of their commu-
nity. Thereafter, all the 
students, members of the 
GPK, Zilla Panchayats, 
Ward Panchayats and 
DCPU & Childline Team 
conducted a “Walkathon 
for Child Rights” and 
distributed pamphlets 
to the local public. The 
programme also had a 
brief session on Child 
Rights by the DCPO, 
North, Wendy Lepcha, 
Childline by Childline 
Coordinator, Mrinalini 
Gurung and was con-
cluded with vote of 
thanks by the DCPU ORW, 
Eeptisha Rai. 

simultaneously, in the 

Toong Naga GPU, the pro-
gramme was attended by 
Panchayat members and 
staff of 14/Toong_Naga 
GPU, Teachers and stu-
dents from Naga sec 
school and Manul sec. 
school.

The welcome speech 
was given by Panchayat 
member of 14/Toong_
Naga GPU. The resource 
person was from DCPU 
and CHILDLINE North 
sikkim. Further, Nuzong-
mit gave awareness on 
CHILDLINE 1098 ser-
vices covering topics like 
Child rights and POCsO 
Act, 2012. 

Likewise, Mr Bikash 
highlighted about the 
topic such as Child labor, 
drug abuse and provi-
sions of JJ Act,2015 and 
Child Protection scheme.
After the session, the 
quiz competition was 
conducted where Manul 
sec school won the quiz 
competition and “Walk-
athon for Child Right” 
was then conducted. Fi-
nally, the vote of thanks 
was given by Prime Min-
ister of Village Level Chil-
dren’s Parliament, Nabin 
Limboo. 

Number of smokers globally expected 
to fall to 1.27 billion by 2025: WHo

Geneva, 16 Nov [AFP]: 
The number of smokers 
worldwide has dropped 
steadily in recent years, 
the World Health Organi-
zation said Tuesday, urg-
ing countries to step up 
control measures further 
to kick deadly tobacco 
addiction.

In 2020, some 1.30 
billion people were using 
tobacco globally, down 
from 1.32 billion two 
years earlier, the WHO 
said in a fresh report.

And that number, 
it said, is expected to 
dwindle to 1.27 billion 
by 2025, indicating a de-
crease of some 50 million 
tobacco users over a sev-
en-year-period, even as 
the global population has 
swelled.

The report showed 
that while nearly a third 
of the global population 
over the age of 15 used 
tobacco products back in 
2000, only around a fifth 
is expected to be doing so 
by 2025.

“It is very encourag-
ing to see fewer people 
using tobacco each year,” 
WHO chief Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said in 

a statement.
But “we still have a 

long way to go, and to-
bacco companies will 
continue to use ev-
ery trick in the book 
to defend the gigantic 
profits they make from 
peddling their deadly 
wares.”

Tobacco use is esti-
mated to kill more than 
eight million people 
each year, most of them 
directly due to their 
own tobacco use, while 
1.2 million of them are 
non-smokers exposed 
to second-hand smoke, 
according to WHO 
numbers.

Tuesday’s report 

cautioned that the 
annual numbers of 
deaths would contin-
ue climbing for some 
time even as tobacco 
use declines “because 
tobacco kills its users 
and people exposed to 
its emissions slowly.”

The report hailed 
that 60 countries were 
now on track to reduce 
tobacco use by 30 per-
cent between 2010 and 
2025.

When WHO pub-
lished its last report on 
global tobacco trends 
two years ago, only 
32 countries were on 
track to do so.

“We are seeing 

great progress in many 
countries” but “this 
success is fragile,” said 
Ruediger Krech, head of 
the WHO’s health promo-
tion department.

The report called 
on countries to scale up 
their use of recognised 
measures to reduce to-
bacco use, including 
enforcing advertis-
ing bans, plastering 
health warnings on 
cigarette packages, 
raising tobacco taxes 
and providing assis-
tance to those who 
want to quit.

The WHO calculat-
ed that investing just 
$1.68 per capita each 

year in cessation in-
terventions like provid-
ing advice via text mes-
sage could help 152 mil-
lion tobacco users suc-
cessfully quit by 2030.

While the numbers 
are coming down, the 
report, which did not in-
clude electronic cigarette 
use, highlighted that 
36.7 percent of all men 
and 7.8 percent of the 
world’s women were still 
using tobacco products 
last year.

Even more concern-
ing, it said that 38 mil-
lion teens between the 
ages of 13 and 15 were 
also doing so.

That accounts for 
10 percent of all ad-
olescents in that age 
group, with boys far 
more likely to smoke 
than girls.

Europe is the region 
of the world where 
most women use to-
bacco products -- a full 
18 percent, the report 
showed.

The Western Pacific 
region is where most men 
smoke, with over 45 percent of 
men expected to still be using 
tobacco there by 2025.

Rules for registration of foreigners amended, 
electronic application now possible

New Delhi, 16 Nov 
[AFP]: The Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) has 
amended rules regard-
ing the registration of 
foreigners allowing “any 
application or informa-
tion” under these rules 
submitted to the Regis-
tration Officer through 
the “electronic mode”.

These rules will now 
be called the Registration 
of Foreigners (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2021 which 
has given relief in the 
process of registration of 
foreigners who now nod 
need to be present phys-
ically for the registration 
with the registration of-
ficer.

The registration of-
ficer will now recognise 
the genuineness of the 
application received 
through electronic mode 
and may call the appli-
cant for physical appear-

ance if necessary.
In exercise of the 

powers conferred by sec-
tion 3 of the Registration 
of Foreigners Act, 1939, 
the Central government 
made these rules further 
to amend the Registration 
of Foreigners Rule, 1992.

The Home Ministry 
declared the amendments 
through a Gazette notifi-
cation issued on Novem-
ber 12. The Ministry had 
issued a notification on 
August 11 this year invit-
ing objections and sug-
gestions from all persons 
likely to be affected by the 
amendments in the act 
fixing a time before the 
expiry of a period of thirty 
days from the date of pub-
lication of the said notifi-
cation.

The Ministry said that 
“no objection or sugges-
tion has been received 
from the public by the 

Central government”, the 
decision was taken for 
amendments in the rule.

“Now, therefore, in 
the exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by section 
3 of the said Act, the Cen-
tral Government hereby 
makes the following rules 
further to amend the 
Registration of Foreign-
ers Rule, 1992, namely : 
(1) These rules may be 
called the Registration of 
Foreigners (Amendment) 
Rules, 2021 and (2) They 
shall come into force on 
the date of their final pub-
lication in the Official Ga-
zette,” the Gazette notifica-
tion issued on November 
12 mentions.

“Any application or 
information under these 
rules shall be submitted 
to the Registration Offi-
cer through the electronic 
mode,” reads the notifica-
tion.
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NAMRATA SHRESTHA TO ATTEND SIKKIM GLOBAL FILM FESTIVAL: The galaxy of celebrities giving 
the nod to attend the Sikkim Global Film Festival continues to grow. The latest addition to the list is the 
seasoned actress and model from Nepal, Namrata Shrestha. Ms Shrestha confirmed to the organisers that 
she will be arriving in Gangtok on 10 December to keep her date for the mega event.

CM inaugurates prepaid 
energy meter at Mintokgang

GaNGtok, 16 Nov 
(IPR):
Chief Minister of sikkim, 
Prem singh Tamang in-
augurated the prepaid 
energy meter at Mintok-
gang, today.
This is in pursuance of 
the Government of In-
dia’s integrated Power 
Development scheme, 
according to which the 
meters will be installed 
free of cost across all res-

idential and commercial 
establishments. 

In his address, the 
Chief Minister stated 
that these meters will 
tackle the issue of pow-
er wastage and misuse, 
and will also be econom-
ically viable for the state 
government in terms of 
revenue.

These meters will be 
installed phase-wise all 
over sikkim, and con-

sumers can recharge 
online or through vouch-
ers available at the state 
Bank of sikkim. Recharge 
vouchers will be avail-
able between the amount 
of Rs.200 and Rs.30,000 
as required. Emergency 
credit and friendly cred-
it services ensure that 
the power supply is not 
interrupted during odd 
hours and holidays. Con-
sumers can download 

the sAHAJ Liberty app on 
their mobile devices to 
register their meters and 
find all the details and 
recharge their meters 
through it.

Minister, MN sherpa, 
secretary, Principal Chief 
Engineers, Chief Engi-
neer, Addl Chief Engineer 
of the Power department 
and other officials were 
also present during the 
event.

Journalist Danny Fenster back in 
US after release from Myanmar jail

New York, 16 Nov 
[AFP]: An American 
journalist jailed for six 
months by Myanmar’s 
military rulers arrived 
back in the United states 
on Tuesday, one day after 
he was pardoned and re-
leased from prison.
“It feels incredible,” said 
Danny Fenster, hugging 
his parents after landing 
at New York’s JFK airport 
at around 8:00 am (1300 
GMT).

Fenster, 37, arrived 
with former Us diplo-
mat Bill Richardson, who 
helped facilitate his re-

lease.
Looking gaunt and 

unshaven after his or-
deal in captivity, Fenster 
said his return home had 
been “a long time com-
ing.”

“It’s a moment that 
I have been imagining 
so intensely for so long,” 
he told reporters. It 
surpasses everything I 
imagined.”

Fenster was handed 
an 11-year sentence last 
week for incitement, un-
lawful association and 
breaching visa rules.

He was freed on Mon-

day, a day before he was 
to face terror and sedi-
tion charges that could 
have seen him jailed for 
life, and flew to Doha.

Myanmar’s military 
has squeezed the press 
since taking power in a 
February coup, arrest-
ing dozens of journalists 
critical of its crackdown, 
which has killed more 
than 1,200 people ac-
cording to a local moni-
toring group.

Fenster had been 
working at Frontier 
Myanmar, a local outlet 
in the southeast Asian 

country, for around a 
year and was arrested as 
he headed home to see 
his family in May.

The junta said Fen-
ster was pardoned and 
released on “humani-
tarian grounds,” ending 
176 days spent in a co-
lonial-era prison where 
many of Myanmar’s most 
famous dissidents have 
been held.

His release was se-
cured following “face-
to-face negotiations” 
between Richardson 
and junta chief Min Aung 
Hlaing.

“We have doubt”: Supreme Court slams 
Centre on community kitchens delay

New Delhi, 16 Nov 
[PtI]: The supreme 
Court lashed out at the 
Centre today over the 
delay in drawing up a 
scheme in response to 
a plea seeking setting up 
of community kitchens 
across India to combat 
hunger. Chief Justice of 
India NV Ramana said: 
“Every welfare state’s 
first responsibility is to 
provide food to people 
dying due to hunger” and 
expressed doubt about 
the Centre’s intention to 
implement the scheme.

On October 27, the 
court asked the Cen-
tre to come out with 
policy decisions on the 
scheme.

During today’s hear-
ing, the Bench expressed 
displeasure over Centre’s 
affidavit being filed by an 
Under secretary instead 
of an official with the 
rank of secretary from 
the Ministry of Food and 
Consumer affairs. The 
court was also unhappy 
that the affidavit did not 
mention that the Centre 
was ready to implement 
the scheme.

Chief Justice of In-

dia NV Ramana said: 
“We have doubt that you 
have any intention to 
implement the scheme. 
Your affidavit doesn’t 
indicate anywhere that 
you’re considering form-
ing a scheme. That isn’t 
there. so far, you are only 
extracting information 
from states. You had to 
give suggestions on im-
plementation of scheme, 
not just collect informa-
tion like the Police. This 
is the last warning I’m 
going to give to the Gov-
ernment of India. Your 
Under Secretary filed the 
affidavit! Your responsible 
officer can’t file this affi-
davit? How many times 
we’ve said the responsible 
officer is supposed to file 
the affidavit.”

Justice Hima Kohli 
said, “You have filed a 17-
page affidavit and not a 
whisper in it on how you 
are going to implement 
the scheme”.

Additional solicitor 
General Madhavi Divan, 
who was appearing for 
the Centre, said there 
are already state gov-
ernment schemes in this 

regard and they should 
be given consideration.

When the court in-
sisted that a common 
scheme was needed, At-
torney General KK Venu-
gopal said a scheme could 
be worked out under the 
National Food security 
Act. The court then gave 
the Centre a last chance 
to frame a scheme within 
three weeks in consulta-
tion with states.

Lawyer Ashima 
Mandla who appeared 
for the petitioners sug-
gested that they have 
proposed a model re-
garding the scheme and 
it should be considered 
by the Centre. The CJI 
then asked centre to 
consider that model 
during the meetings be-
tween centre and states. 

Lawyer Ashima 
Mandla, while speaking 
to NDTV, said according 
to their model, the num-
ber of proposed kitch-
ens is considered to be 
based on the popula-
tion at block-level and 
the number of kitchens 
throughout the country 
could approximately be 

around 13.5 lakh.
“Every welfare 

state’s first responsi-
bility is to provide food 
to people dying due to 
hunger. If you want to 
take care of hunger, no 
constitution or law will 
say no. This is the first 
principle. Our aim is to 
curb immediate hunger 
issues and to protect 
people dying of hunger. 
We are not concerned 
with issues like inter-
national malnutrition 
index,” the Chief Justice 
said.

Bench of CJI NV Ra-
mana, Justice As Bopan-
na and Justice Hima Kohli 
was hearing the matter.

The PIL filed by social 
activists Anun Dhawan, 
Ishann Dhawan, and Kun-
jana singh had sought di-
rections to all the states 
and Union Territories 
to formulate a scheme 
for community kitchens 
to combat hunger and 
malnutrition. The plea 
had claimed that many 
children under the age of 
five die every day due to 
hunger and malnutrition 
and this condition was 
violative of various fun-
damental rights, includ-
ing the right to food and 
the life of citizens.
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Don’t Camouflage 
Male Chauvinism

The #MeToo campaign is important because the 
deck was always been loaded against women

The #MeToo campaign has ripped the fig leaf off the ugly 
preying that women across the world have been subject-

ed to for far too long. The momentum, some might argue, is 
already flagging, but the ripples remain and occasional tsu-
namis will keep rising. Why? Because this is an important 
conversation to have.

While sexual assault and abuse are clearly criminal of-
fences, the current campaign seeks to address not just the 
obvious instances of such abuse but also the more compli-
cated situations and assaults in which centuries of internal-
izing convinces even the victims that they might have hinted 
consent or led the perpetrator on. But now that even such 
grey zones have been more clearly defined, and a clearer un-
derstanding established about what constitutes abuse, why 
consent in necessary, and most importantly, that even the 
Mighty will fall if they are called out, the serial abusers, who 
have traditionally been protected by their positions or social 
and financial standing, have much to fear. They now stare at 
a situation where they could not only lose their “reputation” 
but also the positions which brought them the courage and 
entitlement to force themselves on women. The #MeToo 
campaign was desperately needed because there is a danger-
ous regression underway across the world and misogyny and 
patriarchy are on the ascendant. The society at large needs to 
thank the women who started the process of calling out their 
pigs and forcing people to address the problem and confront-
ing the madness manifesting in men in positions of power, 
influence and privilege.

This was one of the reasons why the Trump victory in 
UsA was so deplorable. Given the American dominance of 
mass media, even if one does not understand the American 
electoral processes, the elections there are closely followed. 
When a man who brags about grabbing women by their 
pussies gets elected President of the Us of A, every entitled 
male chauvinist pig out their gains strength and mutates into 
an even uglier version of himself. And not just in UsA, be-
cause the Us elections tend to set off a trend. so, while the 
eight years before Trump were about an inspirational pur-
suit of change and inclusiveness, now it is about regression 
and paranoia. When a person with the obnoxious sexism of 
The Donald manages to win, apart from imperiling the rights 
of all the women in UsA, he also delivers the packaging with-
in which disgusting worldviews and offensive sexism can not 
only be packaged and peddled, but also consumed without 
guilt. Invoke nationalism, paint a threat to an old/ imagine 
way of life and anything, no matter how false or patently dis-
agreeable, can be circulated and sold. Think Padmaavat here. 
The movie, an obnoxiously jingoistic celebration of stereo-
typing and misogyny gets protested by the most stereotypi-
cally misogynist of groups for being, let’s say, too liberal and 
permissive. The alleged distortions and the claimed ode to 
Rajput valour and womanhood - everything ended up just 
being in head. But noise was made and noise was heard. And 
when the sham – of the movie – was called out for the patri-
archy it celebrated, the club slapped down hard. That is what 
we have become and that is what we needed to be saved 
from, which is why #MeToo is important.

Once the language of insular patriarchy becomes com-
monplace, there will be enough of us with regressive streaks 
to lend our shoulders to it and lower the bar for the new 
normal. It goes without saying that women’s rights, even the 
basic ones which will secure them equality, have been com-
promised and sabotaged so effectively over the centuries 
that we have internalized the denigration to such an extent 
that every step forward has to be struggle, battled for, argued 
and defended. It was already an uphill battle until regression 
received its new packaging in traditions and identity pol-
itics. When the laws refuse to see women as equals, social 
conduct cannot be expected to do any better than feed them 
to sexual predators and look away. But #MeToo is forcing us 
to notice how widespread this malaise has become, how too 
many have been traumatized. May be now we can effect some 
change…

How disease has stimulated cultural change
JoNAtHAN R GooDmAN
theconversation.com

In his classic 1954 work, The Gift, 
the anthropologist Marcel Mauss 

described an unusual practice of 
gift-giving in the Māori people. 
People who didn’t reciprocate gifts 
were believed to be vulnerable to 
illness — and possibly death. In this 
way, rituals of giving and receiving 
were linked with beliefs about sick-
ness, giving disease a central posi-
tion in cultural interactions.

In modern western society, by 
contrast, many people view infec-
tions only as biological threats to 
health and wellbeing rather than 
essential elements of belief and cul-
tural change. some people expect 
that outbreaks of novel infectious 
disease are something humans pe-
riodically just need to deal with.

But disease isn’t just a threat 
to our lives, as the Māori example 
indicates. It’s an intricate and un-
derappreciated stimulus of cultural 
change.

Diseases have had a devastat-
ing effect on human populations 
throughout history. If you take the 
history of infectious outbreaks to-
gether — from the plague of Peri-
cles in ancient Athens to COVID to-
day — infectious disease has killed 
more people than every war put 
together.

In fact, infectious diseases usu-
ally exploit the conditions created 
by war. During the Napoleonic wars 
eight times more people in the Brit-
ish army died from disease than 
from battle wounds. And because of 
the enormous threats these organ-

isms pose, combined with a histor-
ic — and, arguably, ongoing — lack 
of comprehension of them, we’ve 
developed a huge number of rituals 
across cultures for responding to 
illness.

In some of our earliest record-
ed histories, laws surrounding dis-
ease were parts of everyday life. 
For example, among the Hittites, 
who saw the height of their power 
in Anatolia (modern-day Turkey) 
over 3,000 years ago, incorrectly 
disposing of the remnants of a puri-
fication ritual used on a sick person 
was considered sorcery — which 
then, as in many cultures, was a se-
rious offence. And today, in Bihar, 
India, many traditional customs 
linked with hygiene, such as those 
practised around childbirth, are 
consistent with modern medical 
guidance.

Purification, or the removal of 
substances considered unclean, 
has also played a central role in 
many of our most widespread re-
ligions, including Hinduism, Juda-
ism, and Islam — and few, if any, 
modern-day scientists would dis-
pute the importance of personal 
hygiene for staying healthy. It’s 
interesting, then, that purification 
rituals in each of these religions 
have been associated with risks of 
infection, ranging from hookworm 
to herpes.

This highlights the potential 
for conflict between rituals and 
scientifically informed behaviour 
— and creates the illusion that the 
two are distinct. Yet rituals may 
develop because they can help 

people to thwart illness, or as the 
example of the Māori shows, help 
groups of people to better maintain 
social bonds.

It’s when the same ritualistic 
behaviour is adopted by people in 
new environments — or even when 
the environments the rituals are 
being practised in change — that 
they can start to harm. For example, 
while bathing is essential for pre-
venting many illnesses, performing 
purification rituals in contaminated 
water sources, such as the Ganges 
river in India, can be extremely dan-
gerous.

CULTURAL MIsMATCH
Where the link between ritual-

istic practices and health benefits 
is broken, we might, following the 
economist Nathan Nunn, call be-
haviour that harms us “cultural mis-
matches”. And when scientific work 
helps us to identify these mismatch-
es — such as bathing in contaminat-
ed waters — we should adjust our 
practices.

In each of the innumerable reli-
gions and cultures that have risen 
and declined over the past several 
millennia, beliefs and rituals re-
quiring a huge amount of shared 
cultural knowledge surround our 
relationships with disease. Peo-
ple didn’t start using the centu-
ries-old phrase “catching a cold” 
because anyone understood germ 
theory, but because of a folk un-
derstanding of the circumstances 
under which people get sick. And 
in this, as well as so many oth-
er cases, modern-day scientific 
inquiry accords with folk under-

standing — highlighting just how 
much we can learn from the science 
of our ancestors.

The deep relationship between 
disease and human cultures may, 
lastly, give some insight into norms 
that surround disease and even 
into the dangerous behaviour we’re 
seeing around COVID. With trust 
in science low in some corners of 
western society, people are using 
unsupported methods for fighting 
sARs-CoV-2. Despite a lack of evi-
dence, some people have turned to 
to garlic, vitamin D or even bleach 
to protect themselves.

When you think about it, this 
kind of reliance on unscientific — or 
even magical — thinking is perhaps 
less scientific than the behaviour 
we’ve recorded of the Hittites accus-
ing others of sorcery. At least with 
purification rituals linked with good 
hygiene – and unlike with drinking 
bleach – the benefits, in the form 
of disease prevention, have almost 
certainly outweighed the costs.

Awareness of these parallels is 
an important tool for helping peo-
ple understand that science doesn’t 
have to collide with ritual, and real-
ly, that science and ritual are inex-
tricably connected. But we ought 
to adjust our mismatched rituals in 
light of science — and to abandon 
or update those that harm us. Unit-
ing the study of disease with that of 
culture may help us better under-
stand both.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, 
Human Evolutionary Studies, 

University of Cambridge]

Seasonal depression: why it happens 
– and how to manage the symptoms

HARRIet BoWYeR
theconversation.com

With the weather getting cold-
er and the days becoming 

shorter, some people are noticing 
they have less energy and aren’t 
feeling as positive as they usually 
do. While these feelings may be 
temporary for some, around one in 
three people consistently struggle 
through the autumn and winter 
months with a type of depression 
known as seasonal affective disor-
der (sAD).

symptoms of sAD can vary 
from mild to severe, but typically 
include:

- Low mood,
- Loss of interest or plea-

sure in things you previously en-
joyed,

- Change in appetite (usual-
ly eating more than usual),

- Change in sleep (typically 
too much sleep),

- Feeling worthless.
Researchers aren’t yet clear 

on what causes sAD, but it’s likely 
to be complex and multifaceted. 
some research suggests it could be 
due to a malfunctioning hypothala-
mus (the area of the brain that regulates biolog-
ical processes such as mood, sleep and appetite) 
or producing too much melatonin (a hormone 
which controls our sleep-wake cycle, which is 
produced by the brain’s pineal gland). some re-
searchers theorise it could also be due to having 
a disrupted circadian rhythm – the natural, inter-
nal process that regulates our sleep-wake cycle.

Of course, there may be other factors at play 
too. For example, some research has indicated 
that women may be more likely to experience 
SAD – though, due to a lack of specific research, 
it’s uncertain whether these gender differences 
really exist and if so, why.

GETTING THROUGH IT
some people notice that their symptoms start 

to improve when the seasons begin to change and 
spring approaches. But this doesn’t mean that 
there aren’t many things people can do during 
the winter months to help them cope with their 
symptoms.

For people with sAD, the main recommended 
treatments include psychological interventions 
(such as talking therapies) or taking medication 
(such as an antidepressant). Research shows that 
cognitive behavioural therapy (which focuses on 
challenging our distressing thoughts and chang-
ing our behaviour) is an effective treatment for 
sAD.

In one study, researchers showed that cogni-
tive behavioural therapy (CBT) was associated 
with significantly lower depression when fol-
lowed up one year later when compared to light 

therapy (another treatment sometimes used for 
sAD, which involves sitting in front of, or below, 
a box which emits a very bright light, for around 
20-30 minutes or more daily).

A key part of CBT is supporting patients in a 
technique called behavioural activation, which 
aims to improve mood by encouraging people 
to structure their day and engage in meaning-
ful, pleasurable activities – a hobby, for example. 
Research also indicates that certain antidepres-
sants (specifically SSRIs) may be particularly ef-
fective in treating symptoms of sAD.

Light therapy is also currently being inves-
tigated as a treatment for sAD. Given it’s still 
an emerging therapy, research regarding its ef-
fectiveness as a standalone treatment for sAD 
remains inconsistent. But one study has shown 
that light therapy can be an effective way of man-
aging sAD symptoms when used in combination 
with antidepressants. Light therapy is not usual-
ly available on the NHs, so if you do want to try it 
be sure to only choose a product that is medically 
approved for the treatment of sAD – and follow 
instructions for use or consult your GP.

Aside from seeking professional help, there 
are a couple of other things that people can do to 
help them cope with sAD during their day.

Going outside and getting some natural day-
light is one thing people experiencing sAD can do 
for themselves. According to one study, getting 
more natural light during the day may help im-
prove symptoms. The researchers of the study 
had participants either go for a daily one-hour 
outdoor walk, or use a low-dose artificial light 

box for 30 minutes per day for a period of one 
week.

The participants who went for a daily walk 
showed significant improvements in all depres-
sive symptoms, compared to those exposed to 
artificial light. While it’s uncertain exactly why 
daylight may improve symptoms, this may still 
be an easy and effective thing that people can do 
to improve their mood each day.

Research also shows that lifestyle factors 
(such as exercise levels and diet) can play an 
important role in both causing and managing 
depression. When it comes to sAD in particular, 
there’s some evidence to suggest that exercising 
(on it’s own or in combination with light thera-
py), may improve symptoms.

Again, it’s still unclear why this is the case. 
But research has indicated that it may be relat-
ed to changes in our circadian rhythm. A review 
which looked at the impact of exercise on depres-
sion has pointed to both the psychological (such 
as exercise providing distraction from negative 
thoughts and a means to socialise) and physio-
logical (such as changes in endorphin or cortisol 
levels) benefits.

While there are many things people can do to 
manage symptoms of sAD throughout the winter 
months, it’s important to consult your GP about 
symptoms and feelings – especially if symptoms 
don’t improve, or if the condition becomes diffi-
cult to manage.

[the writer is Lecturer in Ap-
plied Psychology/Clinical Psychologist, 

Glasgow Caledonian University]
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Bengal schools reopen for 
classes 9-12 after 20 months

Kolkata, Nov 16 (PtI): 
Amid joy among pupils 
and teachers and trepi-
dation among a section 
of parents, schools in 
West Bengal reopened 
on Tuesday for students 
of classes 9-12 after 
shutting doors for phys-
ical classes for nearly 
20 months owing to 
COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions.
Classes for students 
of junior and middle 
schools will continue in 
the online mode for the 
time being, even as the 
state’s Education Minis-
ter Bratya Basu has said 
that efforts are on to 
gradually bring all pupils 
back to the classrooms.
students queued up at 
school gates across West 
Bengal since morning 
as per the schedule an-
nounced by the state 
government for holding 
classes in different tim-
ings for secondary and 
higher secondary sec-
tions. This segregation 
was undertaken to mini-
mise mingling to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19.

Teachers and staffers 
welcomed the boys and 
girls with hand sanitis-
er and thermal guns to 
check their temperature 
and advised them to 

wear masks at all times 
throughout the school 
hours.

Basu has said that no 
student would be forced 
to attend physical classes 
and it is up to them and 
their parents to take a 
call on this.

some parents, though 
happy over the reopen-
ing of schools for phys-
ical classes, expressed 
apprehension whether 
their wards will adhere 
to the guidelines for 
COVID safety since the 
students will be seeing 
each other and sitting in 
classrooms together af-
ter a very long time.

Educational insti-
tutions were closed 
for physical classes in 
March, 2020 after the 
central government 
announced a country-
wide COVID-induced 
lockdown.

Though the lock-
down was later lifted, 
schools and colleges 
continued to remain 
closed in the state ow-
ing to the pandemic 
situation.

Colleges and uni-
versities also opened 
their gates to students 
on Tuesday, although 
authorities of some 
of these institutions 

have said that different 
days will be scheduled 
for various faculties to 
reduce crowding and 
mingling on campuses.

“I am thrilled to be 
back in school after 
such a long time, inter-
acting online can never 
be as good as talking 
to friends and teachers 
face to face,” said sohi-
ni Mukherjee, student 
of a private school in 
south Kolkata.

As a government 
school teacher in 
north Kolkata put it, 
“It feels so good that 
the children will be 
back among us in the 

school; in institutions 
like ours, online can 
never be an equal alter-
native to face-to-face in-
teraction between stu-
dents and teachers.”

students have been 
asked not to share 
their tiffin and to ad-
here to social distanc-
ing norms.

“Though I have 
asked my son to adhere 
to the norms, I really do 
not know how far they 
will actually maintain 
these, given that they 
will be meeting after 
such a long time,” said 
Partha Biswas, parent 
of a class 9 student.

Press Council of India 
celebrates ‘National Press Day’

New Delhi, Nov 16 
(PtI): The Press Council 
of India (PCI) on Tuesday 
celebrated the National 
Press Day, with eminent 
personalities recalling 
the media’s contribu-
tion and evolution in the 
country.

The PCI organised 
a seminar on the topic, 
‘Who is not afraid of me-
dia?’, to mark the occa-
sion.

Addressing the 
seminar, swamina-
than Gurumurthy, ed-
itor of Tamil language 
Thuglak magazine, 
traced the changes 
media has undergone 
from the pre-Inde-
pendence era to the 
present day.

Talking about so-
cial media, he dubbed 
it as “anarchic” and 
suggested that a com-
plete ban should be 
imposed on it as it pos-

es a risk to “everybody’s 
image, national security 
and national interest”.

some of the partic-
ipants in the seminar, 
however, differed from 
Gurumurthy’s sugges-
tion, saying while mea-
sures need to be taken to 
check the circulation of 
unverified information, 
a complete ban on social 
media would not be an 
appropriate step to check 
the spread of misinfor-
mation.

Underlining the pos-
itive aspects of social 
media, one of the partic-
ipants said it has offered 
individuals a platform 
to freely express their 
views on any topic.

Gurumurty was invit-
ed as a guest of honour at 
the event hosted by the 
media watchdog which is 
headed by Justice (retd) 
Chandramauli Kumar 
Prasad.

Vidarbha stun Maharashtra 
by 7 wickets, enter quarters

New Delhi, Nov 16 
(PtI): Vidarbha stunned 
fancied Maharashtra by 
seven wickets in the first 
pre-quarter final of the 
syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 
here on Tuesday to enter 
the last-eight stage of the 
national T20 champion-
ship.

Opting to field at the 
Feroz shah Kotla, Vidar-
bha restricted Maha-
rashtra to 157/8 despite 
a brisk 45-ball 66 by 
one-down Rahul Tripa-
thi. Then they rode on 
half centuries by open-
er Atharva Taide (56 off 
38 balls) and skipper 
Akshay Wadkar (58 not 
out off 47 balls) to chase 
down the target with 13 
balls to spare.

Maharashtra lost 
skipper Naushad shaikh 
(0), who was trapped 
in front of the wicket by 
young right-arm pacer 
Yash Thakur (3/17), in 
the second over.

Then Tripathi, who 
struck five boundaries 
and three sixes, rallied 
the innings with opener 
Yash Nahar (29), as the 
two added 64 runs for 
the second wicket.

But left-arm orthodox 
bowler Akshay Karnewar 
(2/25) brought Vidarbha 
back into contention by 
removing a well-set Na-
har to leave Maharashtra 
at 77/2.

An out-of-form Ke-

dar Jadhav (6) became 
Karnewar’s second scalp 
as Maharashtra slipped 
to 91/3. Vidarbha bowl-
ers kept making inroads 
and did not allow the op-
position batters to settle.

Thanks to Tripathi’s 
knock, Maharashtra 
closed in on 160.

Chasing 158, Vidar-
bha lost opener siddhesh 
Wath (0) in the first over. 
But Taide, who ham-
mered six boundaries 
and a maximum, along 
with skipper Wadkar, 
knocked Maharashtra 
out of the tournament 
with their match-win-
ning 95-run stand for the 
second wicket.

After Taide fell, the 
skipper took the onus 
upon himself to complete 
the job in the company of 
Jitesh sharma (28 not out 
off 7 balls), who smashed 
three consecutive sixes.

Vidarbha, who ad-
vanced from the plate 
group, will take on Ra-
jasthan in the third quar-
ter-final at the Airforce 
Ground in Palam on No-
vember 18.

Brief scores:
Maharashtra 157/8 

(Rahul Tripathi 66, Yash 
Nahar 29; Yash Thakur 
3/17, Akshay Karnewar 
2/25) lost to Vidarbha 
160/3 (Akshay Wadkar 58 
not out, Atharva Taide 56; 
Mukesh Choudhry 1/24) 
by seven wickets.

odisha Police arrest 3,488 fugitives in 10 days
Bhubaneswar, Nov 16 
(PtI): Odisha Police in a 
special drive has arrest-
ed 3,488 fugitives in 10-
days, official sources said 
on Tuesday.
The police launched a 
special warrant drive be-
tween November 5 and 
November 14, during 
which the non-bailable 
warrants were execut-
ed. This includes 2,392 
warrants/arrests in GR 
cases, 400 warrants/
arrests in sessions trial 
cases and 696 warrants/
arrests in other cases.

Maximum 592 war-
rants were executed by 
arrests in Balasore dis-

trict followed by 551 in 
Ganjam district and 516 
in Khurda district.

DGP Abhay said the 
performances of these 
sPs were appreciated 
by issue of commenda-
tion letter. During this 
warrant drive 2,648 
non-bailable warrants 
(NBWs) were otherwise 
disposed of, he said.

“Odisha Police com-
mitted to catch all fugi-
tives evading the process 
of law and produced 
them before court,” the 
DGP told reporters, add-
ing that the state police 
had launched a special 
drive for the execution of 

non-bailable warrants.
Many persons who 

are accused, suspects 
and are facing trials, 

skip it or jump the bail 
duration. Among them, 
many fail to appear at court 
during the hearing of cases. 

Under such circumstances, 
the court issues non-bail-
able warrants against such 
people, he said.

Cold conditions intensify in kashmir valley
Srinagar, Nov 16 
(PtI): srinagar recorded 
the coldest night of the 
season as the minimum 
temperature settled at 
minus 1.2 degrees Cel-
sius, officials said on 
Tuesday.

Kokernag was the 
only weather station in 
the valley to record mini-

mum temperature above 
the freezing point, the of-
ficials said.

The officials said Pa-
halgam, which serves as 
the base camp for annual 
Amarnath yatra, record-
ed a low of minus 4.7 de-
grees Celsius. Pahalgam 

was the coldest recorded 
place in Kashmir.

Gulmarg resort in 
north Kashmir Baram-
ulla district recorded a 
minimum temperature 
of minus 1.2 degrees Cel-
sius.

The mercury in Kup-
wara in north Kashmir 
settled at a low of minus 

2.3 degrees Celsius.
Qazigund, the gate-

way town to the valley, 
recorded minus 1.8 de-
grees Celsius.

The winter condi-
tions in Kashmir have 
set in much ahead of the 
beginning of extreme 
harsh weather condi-
tions which usually start 

around the third week 
of December. ‘Chillai Ka-
lan’, the 40-day period of 
harsh winter in Kashmir, 
begins on December 21 
every year.

The Meteorological 
Department has said the 
weather is most likely to 
remain dry till Novem-
ber 20.

Hong Kong customs seize smuggled 
lobsters amid australia ban

HoNG KoNG (AP): Hong Kong 
authorities said Tuesday that 
they had seized a total of over 
4,000 pounds of live lobsters 
and sea cucumbers believed to 
be bound for mainland China, 
months after Beijing restrict-
ed imports of the crustaceans 
from Australia amid escalating 
tensions between the two coun-
tries.

Hong Kong Customs said in 
a statement that it had seized 
890 kilograms (1,962 pounds) 
of live lobsters and 930 kilo-
grams (2,050 pounds) of sea cu-
cumbers, with a total estimated 
value of 10 million Hong Kong 
dollars ($1.3 million) during the 
operation on Monday. Two men 
aged 40 and 45 suspected to be 
connected to the case were also 
arrested, the statement added.

The seizures come after a re-

cent surge in the import volume 
of Australian lobsters to Hong 
Kong following China’s imposi-
tion of an unofficial ban on im-
ports late last year. Lobsters are 
considered a delicacy in Chinese 
cuisine, and China had previ-
ously accounted for over 90% of 
Australia’s lobster exports.

The origin of the smuggled 

goods are still under investiga-
tion as the boxes seized were 
not labelled, according to Lui 
siu-fai, the divisional command-
er of the customs’ syndicate 
Crimes Investigation Bureau.

“I believe that most of the 
smuggled goods were (to be) 
shipped to mainland China,” he 
said during a news conference 

Tuesday.
The customs’ seizure of 

lobster comes weeks after a 
similar anti-smuggling opera-
tion in October saw authorities 
seize 5,300 kilograms (11,650 
pounds) of Australian lobster 
worth about $540,000 and ar-
rest 13 people suspected to be 
connected to the case.

Ukraine offers 
payments for 
COVID jabs 
amid record 
deaths
KYIV, ukraine (AP): 
Ukraine reported record 
daily COVID-19 deaths 
Tuesday as authorities 
struggle to boost the 
country’s vaccination 
rate amid rising coronavi-
rus infections.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
promised Monday to pay 
1,000 hryvnias ($38) to 
each Ukrainian who gets 
vaccinated. Ukrainians 
can receive their pay-
ments starting Dec. 19, 
authorities said.

“With this money, it 
will be possible to pur-
chase a gym or fitness 
club membership, visit a 
cinema, theatre, museum, 
concert hall or exhibition 
center, or buy tickets for 
domestic travel,” Zelen-
skyy said in a video mes-
sage posted on Facebook.

The government 
plans to allocate 3 billion 
hryvnias ($113.8 million) 
to the incentive program 
this year and the same 
amount in 2022.

Ukraine reported 
838 more deaths from 
COVID-19 on Tuesday, 
bringing the pandemic 
death toll in the country 
of about 41 million resi-
dents to 77,985.

Although Ukraine has 
four coronavirus vaccines 
available -- Pfizer-BioN-
Tech, Moderna, AstraZen-
eca and sinovac -- only 
19.8% of the population 
has been vaccinated so 
far, one of the lowest rates 
in Europe.

Authorities have 
blamed the recent surge 
in new cases on wide-
spread public reluctance 
to get vaccinated. To get 
more people immunized, 
the government required 
teachers, doctors, gov-
ernment employees and 
other groups of workers 
to get fully vaccinated by 
December 1.

The government 
also started requiring 
proof of vaccination or 
negative test results to 
board planes, trains and 
long-distance buses.

New government reg-
ulations and restrictions 
have spawned a black 
market for fraudulent 
vaccine documents. Fake 
vaccination certificates 
are selling for the equiv-
alent of $100-$300, and 
there have been reports 
of a fake version of a gov-
ernment digital app that 
comes with fake certifi-
cates installed.
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Denver’s Jokić learning how to 
stand up, not get tossed out

DeNVeR (AP): Reigning 
NBA MVP Nikola Jokić is 
steadily learning what 
all great big men have 
had to figure out when it 
comes to physical play: 
how to show enough is 
enough without hurting 
the team.
The Denver Nuggets’ cen-
ter — nicknamed “Joker” 
— has been known to 
turn to officials over per-
ceived no-calls down low, 
with a frustrated look as 
he stretches out his arms.

It’s the life of an 
NBA big man. Just ask a 
shaquille O’Neal, Dwight 
Howard or even a Zion 
Williamson.

“I’ve coached a lot of 
good big guys and I al-
ways think it’s been sort 
of open season on big 
guys,” said stan Van Gun-
dy, an analyst for TNT 
who coached the New 
Orleans Pelicans last 
season and encouraged 
Williamson to speak up 
on fouls. “I mean, we just 
allow people to beat the 
heck out of them. so big 
guys have to make the 
decision of, ‘How much is 
enough?’”

The 7-foot Jokić 
reached his breaking 
point again last Monday, 
when he shoved Miami 
forward Markieff Morris 
in the back shortly af-
ter being elbowed in the 
ribs.

Jokic explained his 
emotions got the best of 
him.

“I felt bad, really bad,” 
Jokić said afterward. “I 
felt I just needed to pro-
tect myself but on the 
other hand I’m not sup-
posed to react that way, 
get thrown out of the 
game.”

The fracas later led 
to a back-and-forth ex-
change on Twitter be-
tween the Jokić brothers, 
strahinja and Nemanja, 
and Morris’ twin, Mar-
cus.

Last year in the play-
offs the Jokic brothers 

defended him after the 
Denver big man felt an 
opponent had crossed 
the line. His siblings had 
to be held back in the 
stands when things got 
heated between Jokić 
and Phoenix guard Devin 
Booker during the play-
offs last season. Jokić was 
ejected from that game.

It’s a fine line to walk, 
especially for skilled big 
men.

“For great team play-
ers and great winners 
like Jokić, that is the cal-
culus. He would probably 
love to stick up for him-
self every single night, 
but he puts the team 
ahead of himself,” Van 
Gundy said. “Because 
of that he has to put up 
with a lot of crap. But at 
times, it’s going to boil 
over and it’s hard to fault 
those guys for drawing 
the line.”

Nuggets coach Mi-
chael Malone has long 
lobbied for Jokić to get 
more calls than he does 
as one of the game’s best 
players who regularly 
takes shots from oppo-
nents.

This recent episode 
was a side of Jokic that 
hasn’t always been on dis-

play. The center known 
for his no-look passes, 
3-pointers from the top 
of the key and tip-it-to-
himself rebounds lost his 
cool when Morris fouled 
him. The 6-9 Morris 
stuck an elbow in his 
ribs at half-court and 
turned and walked 
away as if nothing had 
happened.

Morris had his back 
turned when Jokić re-
taliated, knocking him 
to the ground with a 
push that left Morris 
with a sore neck. It 
earned the 26-year-
old Jokić an ejection, a 
one-game suspension 
and a clear message 
— he’s only going to 
take so much.

“Look, man, some-
times when you’re 
challenged, some-
times you have to 
let people know that 
that’s not going to be 
tolerated,” said Hall 
of Famer Dominique 
Wilkins, who’s an an-
alyst for the Atlan-
ta Hawks telecasts. 
“You’ve got to have 
that dog mentality 
and that’s what we 
had back in the day.”

Back in the day, 

players could do that. 
In today’s NBA, it 
comes with a steep 
price.

With Jokić off to 
another MVP-type 
season, posting big 
numbers with Jamal 
Murray (knee) side-
lined, Denver can’t 
avoid for him to be 
ejected and suspend-
ed (the Nuggets did 
beat Indiana in the 
game he sat out). A 
second-round pick in 
the 2014, Jokic is av-
eraging 25.3 points, 
13.7 rebounds and 6.3 
assists through sun-
day night.

The serbian 
standout has two tri-
ple-doubles this sea-
son and 59 for his ca-
reer, tying him with 
Larry Bird for eighth 
all-time. Jokić is cur-
rently fifth in the MVP 
odds, according to 
FanDuel sportsbook, 
behind stephen Cur-
ry, Kevin Durant, Luka 
Doncic and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo.

“I love him,” 
said Portland coach 
Chauncey Billups, who 
grew up in Denver and 
played for the Nug-

gets over two different 
stints. “He plays the right 
way. He plays for every-
body else on the floor. I 
think his spirit is infec-
tious.

Van Gundy, the long-
time NBA coach turned 
TNT analyst, has advice 
for anyone who may 
think they have a way to 
stop him: “You don’t,” Van 
Gundy cracked. “That’s 
why the guy’s the MVP of 
the league.”

Wilkins compares 
Jokić to centers such as 
David Robinson, Hakeem 
Olajuwon, Moses Malone, 
Patrick Ewing and Artis 
Gilmore. Wilkins also 
added in Bill Russell and 
Wilt Chamberlain.

“Big-time centers 
who could change the 
game, not just with their 
scoring, but rebounding 
and passing and things 
of that nature,” Wilkins 
said. “You just don’t see 
centers like that in to-
day’s game.

“He’s kind of an old-
school player with a 
new-school twist.”

Like those before 
him, Jokic is learning 
when and how to strike 
back — and stay in the 
game.

Fast track: Scally a Bundesliga starter, set for uS debut
KINGStoN, Jamaica 
(AP): The newest player 
on the U.s. national team 
feels like he fits right in.
While former high school 
classmates are getting 
ready for Thanksgiving 
break of their college 
freshman semesters, 
18-year-old defender Joe 
scally could make his de-
but as a reserve in Tues-
day night’s World Cup 
qualifier at Jamaica. To 
get ready, he spoke be-
fore training camp with 
midfielder Gianluca Bu-
sio, a pal from the 2019 
U.s. Under-17 team.

“He was like, `Yeah, 
everyone’s young. Every-
one has the same things 
that you talk about. You 
don’t have an older guy 
who has kids,’” scally 
said Monday. “You have a 
lot of similar traits.”

scally’s rise from sa-
chem North High school 
in Lake Grove, New 
York, has been meteor-
ic. He signed with Major 
League soccer’s New 
York City team at 15 in 
March 2018, the sec-
ond-youngest American 
soccer pro after Freddy 
Adu with D.C. United at 
14 in 2004.

scally debuted that 
June 6 in a U.s. Open 
Cup match and NYC an-
nounced in November 
2019 that scally would 
be sold to Germany’s 
Borussia Mönchenglad-

bach after the 2020 sea-
son, as soon at he turned 
18. He played just 71 
minutes over five regular 
and postseason match-
es in 2020 — just one of 
them a start — and head-
ed to Germany for a new 
life and new tasks, such 
as doing his own laundry.

A right-footed player, 
scally started at left back 
in Gladbach’s German 
Cup opener at Kaiser-
slautern on Aug. 9 due to 
Ramy Bensebaini’s thigh 
injury and made his 
Bundesliga debut four 
days later — against star-
filled Bayern Munich, 
winner of six European 
titles and 31 German 
league championships.

“Definitely felt like a 
little kid just out on an is-
land by myself, very ner-
vous, especially because 
it was against Bayern 
Munich,” scally said,

scally so impressed 
Adi Hütter that when 
Bensebaini returned, the 
coach moved the Ameri-
can to right back. scally, 
who doesn’t turn 19 un-
til Dec. 31, has started all 
10 Bundesliga games for 
Mönchengladbach and 

two German Cup games, 
including a 5-0 rout of 
Bayern Munich, the most 
goals against the Bavari-
ans in nine years.

“This never happens 
for a big club like them, 
the best in the world,” 
scally said. “Everyone 
was just so full of confi-
dence and just wanted 
to play that next game 
ready, just because you 
beat Bayern 5-0, you 
want to see what you 
could do to the next op-
ponent.”

U.s. coach Gregg Ber-
halter called scally about 
15 minutes before an-
nouncing his roster for 
the second set of qual-
ifiers on Sept. 29 to let 
scally know “he was real-
ly close.”

“Even to hear that I 
was up for nomination 
gave me so much con-
fidence going into the 
next week of training, 
next game, I think was 
against Wolfsburg when 
I scored,” scally said.

A few weeks later, 
Berhalter’s name popped 
up on scally’s mobile 
phone again, this time 
with the invitation to re-

port to Cincinnati for the 
third set of qualifiers.

New players are in-
tegrated slowly. scally 
didn’t dress for Friday’s 
2-0 win over Mexico and 
he won’t start against 
the Reggae Boyz. He is in 
line to join sergiño Dest, 
who can play on both 
side, right back DeAn-
dre Yedlin and left back 
Antonee Robinson in an 
outside defender pool 
that also includes Reggie 
Cannon on the right and 
sam Vines on the left.

“Most impressive is 
his age and that he is 
able to compete at that 
level,” Berhalter said. “I 
think he’s going to be a 
key contributor to what 
we do in the future.”

With playing time, 
scally has acquired con-
fidence.

“You gain the trust 
of the players on your 
team, so now it just feels 
like you’re a regular and 
this is what you do and 
you just need to keep 
performing,” he said. 
“I definitely think my 
speed of play and my de-
fensive positioning has 
improved a lot because 

these are little things that 
you need to do to keep 
playing every week.”

A new-look U.s. pool 
this fall includes forward 
Ricardo Pepi, midfield-
er Gio Reyna, defender 
George Bello, Busio and 
scally, teammates on the 
Under-17 team just two 
years earlier. scally talks 
with Reyna nearly every 
day.

“Everyone’s so close 
in age, so everyone has 
similar traits and defi-
nitely everyone is like 
a family,” scally said. 
“We’re all from the U.s. 
We all know each oth-
er somehow some way, 
whether we play in the 
same league and yeah, 
everyone coming into 
the U.s. team, it’s like a 
brotherhood and every-
one takes you under your 
wing when you’re a new 
guy.”

Last summer, scally 
got to go home before 
returning to preseason. 
He was able to partake 
in normal teenage activi-
ties, such as attending his 
high school graduation 
and prom parties.

“It was fun to feel like 
a kid again,” he said.

To Tim Weah, at 21 
just the ninth-youngest 
player on this year’s ros-
ter, scally resembles a 
veteran.

“scally has a beard,” 
Weah said with a laugh.

India look for “fresh T20 
template” in Rohit-Dravid era

Jaipur, Nov 16 (PtI): 
After a rude reality check 
in the T20 World Cup, In-
dia will aim to press the 
reset button for the 2022 
edition under new cap-
tain Rohit sharma and 
an illustrious head coach 
in Rahul Dravid, starting 
with the three-match 
series against New Zea-
land beginning here on 
Wednesday.

The duo in the next 
11 months will underline 
the ‘Men In Blue’s tem-
plate and philosophy in 
the shortest format after 
it became clear that some 
rejigging will be needed 
as a part of course cor-
rection.

The disappointment 
in the UAE edition has 
forced India to look be-
yond Hardik Pandya, 
who for long has not 
been able to bring his all-
round skills to the table.

star IPL performer 
Venkatesh Iyer has been 
brought in as Hardik’s re-
placement and the three 
games is likely to give an 
indication if he can be 
groomed for the much 
needed fast bowling 
all-rounder’s slot.

India can also do with 
more power hitters in 
the batting department 
and Venkatesh, who 
played for KKR this IPL, 
has shown his ability to 
hit long and big.

The other IPL per-
formers who have been 
picked in the squad are 
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Harshal 
Patel, Avesh Khan and 
Yuzvendra Chahal, who 
makes a comeback after 
controversially being 
left out of the World Cup 
squad.

With Jasprit Bumah 
rested for the series, In-
dia will be looking to 
find another pacer, who 
can consistently clock 
140kmph and above. As 
it was seen in the UAE, 
the extra pace always 

comes in handy, bringing 
Avesh and Mohammad 
siraj into the picture.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
who was not at his best 
in the UAE, has been giv-
en another opportunity 
to find his A game.

The think tank com-
prising skipper Rohit 
sharma and head coach 
Rahul Dravid will also 
assess a player’s utility 
keeping the Australian 
conditions in the mind 
as the country hosts the 
World Cup in less than 12 
months time.

There are five short-
est format openers in the 
side and slotting them in 
various middle-order po-
sition will be a challenge.

Rohit and vice-cap-
tain K L Rahul are expect-
ed to open on Wednes-
day but India might be 
tempted to experiment 
in the presence of more 
options like Ishan Kis-
han and Gaikwad. In fact, 
even Venkatesh got all 
his runs opening for KKR 
but he is set to bat in the 
middle-order.

suryakumar Yadav 
could not find his rhythm 
during the World Cup 
but he is one player In-
dia would be looking to 
groom at number four, 
especially for the true 
pitches in Australia.

In the absence of rest-
ed Ravindra Jadeja, Axar 
Patel can fill the spin 
bowling all-rounder slot 
while R Ashwin is expect-
ed to retain his place in 
the playing eleven after 
an impressive white-ball 
comeback in the UAE.

India had only five 
bowlers to choose from 
for most part of the 
World Cup while other 
top teams had up to sev-
en options. Therefore, 
one might see one of the 
specialist batters rolling 
his arm over.

Their opponents New 
Zealand, who effectively 

knocked India out of the 
World Cup, have reached 
Jaipur on a chartered 
flight from Dubai with 
little time to reflect on 
their loss to Australia in 
the title clash.

Head coach Gary 
stead has already spoken 
about how the challenges 
his team faces, having to 
regroup so quickly after 
a draining event like the 
World Cup.

skipper Kane Wil-
liamson has been given 
rest for the T20s so that 
he is fresh for the follow-
ing Test series. seasoned 
pacer Tim southee will 
lead the team in his ab-
sence.

However with Trent 
Boult for company and 
dangerous Daryl Mitch-
ell in the top-order, New 
Zealand will be more 
than a handful in this se-
ries.

New Zealand could 
give opportunities to 
players who did not have 
much to do in the UAE 
including Kyle Jamie-
son who only played the 
warm-up games.

One of the interest-
ing match-ups will be 
skipper Rohit against 
Ish sodhi as the India 
captain has had problem 
against wrist spinners in 
the past.

squads:
India: Rohit sharma 

(captain), KL Rahul, Ru-
turaj Gaikwad, shreyas 
Iyer, suryakumar Yadav, 
Rishabh Pant, Ishan Kishan, 
Venkatesh Iyer, Yuzvendra Cha-
hal, R Ashwin, Axar Patel, Avesh 
Khan, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
Deepak Chahar, Harshal Patel, 
Mohammad siraj.

New Zealand: Todd Astle, 
Trent Boult, Mark Chapman, 
Lockie Ferguson, Martin Gup-
till, Kyle Jamieson, Adam 
Milne, Daryl Mitchell, 
Jimmy Neesham, Glenn 
Phillips, Mitchell santner, 
Tim seifert, Ish sodhi, Tim 
southee (captain).

Racism in english cricket 
recounted by Rafiq at parliament

LoNDoN (AP): Giving 
testimony in tears, for-
mer cricketer Azeem 
Rafiq told a British par-
liamentary hearing on 
Tuesday that he was 
humiliated by the rac-
ist abuse and bullying 
he suffered at England’s 
most successful cricket 
club.

Rafiq said Yorkshire 
teammates used an of-
fensive term referencing 
his Pakistani heritage, 
and the leadership at the 
33-time winners of the 
English county cham-
pionship failed to act 
on the racism.

“Pretty early on, me 
and other people from 
an Asian background,” 
Rafiq told a House 
of Commons select 
committee oversee-
ing sport, “there were 
comments such as, 
‘You lot sit there near 
the toilets,’ ‘Elephant 
washers.’ The word 
P(asterisk)(asterisk)
(asterisk) was used 
constantly. And there 
just seemed to be an 
acceptance in the insti-
tution from the leaders 
and no one stamped it out.”

Rafiq, a former England 
Under-19 captain, said he 
felt “isolated, humiliated at 
times” by his treatment at 
Yorkshire during two spells 
playing for the club from 
2008 to 2018.

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board has suspend-
ed Yorkshire from hosting 

international matches over 
its “wholly unacceptable” 
response to the racism 
faced by Rafiq.

Yorkshire said last 
month that it would not 
take any disciplinary action 
against any of its employ-
ees, players or executives 
despite a report that found 
Rafiq was the victim of ra-
cial harassment and bully-
ing.

Rafiq told legislators he 
was being talked about as 
a captain of Yorkshire be-
fore reporting his concerns 
in 2017. Then Rafiq said 
board minutes said he was 
“a problem, a troublemaker 
and an issue that needs to 
be resolved.”

That followed a 2017 
preseason tour when Rafiq 
said he suffered abuse from 
a teammate in front of oth-
ers.

“Gary Ballance walks 
over and goes, ‘Why are you 
talking to him? You know 
he’s a P(asterisk)(aster-
isk)(asterisk).’ Or, ‘He’s not 
a sheikh, he’s got no oil,’” 
Rafiq recalled.

Two weeks ago, Bal-
lance, a former England 
cricketer, admitted to using 
a racial slur against Rafiq 
when they were teammates 
at Yorkshire, but said “this 
was a situation where best 
friends said offensive things 
to each other which, out-
side of that context, would 
be considered wholly inap-
propriate.”

A formal investigation 
was commissioned by 

Yorkshire in september 
2020 into 43 allegations 
made by Rafiq, with seven 
of them upheld in a report 
released only in septem-
ber under pressure from 
the lawmakers staging the 
hearing on Tuesday.

At one point the com-
mittee had to break for 
several minutes after Rafiq 
grappled with the emotions 
of recounting painful expe-
riences.

The Pakistan-born 
Rafiq, who is Muslim, de-
scribed his distressing first 
experience of alcohol at the 
age of 15 after being asked 
about his drinking.

“I got pinned down at 
my local cricket club and 
had red wine poured down 
my throat, literally down 
my throat,” the 30-year-
old Rafiq said. “The player 
played for Yorkshire and 
Hampshire. I (then) didn’t 
touch alcohol until about 
2012 and around that time 
I felt I had to do that to fit in.

“I wasn’t perfect. There 
are things I did which I felt 
I had to do to achieve my 
dreams. I deeply regret 
that but it has nothing to do 
with racism. When I spoke I 
should have been listened 
to. The game as a whole has 
a problem, with listening 
to the victim. There is no 
‘yeah, but’ with racism; 
there is no ‘two sides’ to 
racism.”

The chairman and chief 
executive of Yorkshire re-
signed this month.
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ElseWhere
2 explosions rock Uganda’s capital, kampala, injuring 24

KAmPALA, uganda (AP): Two loud 
explosions rocked Uganda’s capital, 
Kampala, early Tuesday, sparking 
chaos and confusion as people fled 
what is widely believed to be coordi-
nated attacks.
One blast was near a police station 
and another on a street near the par-
liamentary building, said witness-
es. The explosion near parliament 
appeared to hit a building housing 
an insurance company and the sub-
sequent fire engulfed cars parked 
outside. some lawmakers were seen 
evacuating the precincts of the par-
liamentary building nearby, accord-
ing to national broadcaster UBC.
At least 24 people have been hos-
pitalized with injuries sustained in 
the blasts, Emmanuel Ainebyoona, 
a spokesman for the Ministry of 
Health, said in a Twitter post. Four 
of them are critically injured, he said.

An eyewitness video posted on-
line showed a plume of white smoke 
rising from the blast scene near the 
police station.

Police did not immediately com-
ment, and it was not clear if the ex-
plosions were bomb attacks.

People are scampering to leave 
the city, many on passenger motor-

cycles.
Ugandan officials have been urg-

ing vigilance in the wake of a string 
of bomb explosions in recent weeks.

One person was killed and at 
least seven others wounded in an ex-
plosion at a restaurant in a suburb of 
Kampala on Oct. 23.

Another explosion two days later 

on a passenger bus killed only the 
suicide bomber, according to police.

Even before those attacks, the 
U.K. government had updated its 
Uganda travel advisory to say ex-
tremists “are very likely to try to car-
ry out attacks” in this East African 
country.

The Allied Democratic Forces, an 

affiliate of the Islamic State group in 
central Africa, claimed responsibility 
for the attack on the eatery.

That group has long been op-
posed to the rule of longtime Presi-
dent Yoweri Museveni, a U.s. security 
ally who was the first African leader 
to deploy peacekeepers in somalia to 
protect the federal government from 

the extremist group al-shabab. In re-
taliation over Uganda’s deployment 
of troops to somalia, the group car-
ried out attacks in 2010 that killed at 
least 70 people who had assembled 
in public places in Kampala to watch 
a World Cup soccer game.

But the Allied Democratic Forces, 
with its local roots, has proved more 
of a headache to Museveni.

The group was established in the 
early 1990s by Ugandan Muslims 
who said they had been sidelined by 
Museveni’s policies. At the time, the 
rebel group staged deadly terrorist 
attacks in Ugandan villages as well 
as in the capital, including a 1998 
attack in which 80 students were 
massacred in a frontier town near 
the Congo border.

A Ugandan military assault lat-
er forced the rebels into eastern 
Congo, where many rebel groups 
are able to roam free because the 
central government has limited 
control there.

Reports of an alliance between 
the Allied Democratic Forces and the 
Islamic State Group first emerged in 
2019, according to the sITE Intelligence 
Group, which tracks the online activ-
ities of extremist organizations.

Polish forces use water cannons on migrants who threw stones
WARSAW, Poland (AP): Pol-
ish border forces on Wednes-
day said they were attacked 
with stones by migrants at the 
border with Belarus and re-
sponded by using water can-
nons against them.
The Border Guard agency 
posted video on Twitter 
showing a water cannon 
being directed across the 
border at a group of mi-
grants in a makeshift camp 
in freezing temperatures.
Polish police said one offi-
cer was seriously injured. 
He was taken by ambu-
lance to a hospital and it 
is likely his skull was frac-
tured after being hit by an 
object.

The situation marks an 
escalation in a tense migra-
tion and political border crisis 
where the lives of thousands 
of migrants are at stake.

Poland’s Defense Minis-
try said its soldiers and other 
border forces were attacked 
with stones and other objects.

The ministry also said that 
Belarusian forces tried to de-
stroy fencing along the coun-
tries’ common border, while 
the Interior Ministry posted 
video apparently showing mi-

grants trying to tear down a 
fence.

There was no way to in-
dependently verify what was 
happening because a state 
of emergency in Poland is 
keeping reporters and hu-
man rights workers out of 
the border area. In Belarus 
journalists face severe re-
strictions on their ability to 
report as well, with only a 
few present at the border.

At one point Tuesday a 
Polish independent broad-
caster, TVN24, was forced 
to rely on CNN in order to 
show a picture of the bor-
der not filtered through 
government authorities.

Poland’s parliament is 
expected Tuesday to take 
up a legislative propos-
al that would regulate the 
ability of citizens to move 
in the area of the border 
with Belarus after the state 
of emergency ends at this 
end of this month.

The state of emergency 
was imposed at the begin-
ning of september as a large 
number of migrants from 
the Middle East sought to 
cross into Poland from Be-
larus.

The border is also part 
of the European Union’s east-
ern border, and the EU accus-
es the authoritarian regime 
of Belarusian President 
Alexander Lukashenko of 
fomenting a migration cri-
sis in order to pressure the 
bloc.

The EU has been putting 

pressure on airlines to stop 
transporting syrians, Iraqis 
and others to Belarus.

Meanwhile, the Iraqi 
government is urging its 
citizens trapped at the bor-
der to return home.

some 200 Iraqi nation-
als who arrived in Belarus 
with the intention of cross-

ing into the EU reached out 
to the Iraqi embassy in Rus-
sia and expressed a desire 
to return to their home-
land, an embassy spokes-
man told the Interfax agen-
cy on Tuesday.

The spokesman added 
that an evacuation flight 
will take place on Thurs-

day and all those wishing to 
return to Iraq are already in 
the Belarusian capital, Minsk, 
awaiting the flight. There 
were no issues with trans-
porting the migrants from the 
border to Minsk, the diplomat 
told Interfax, and Belarusian 
authorities have provided all 
the necessary assistance.

Gunmen kill 15 in latest attack in Nigeria’s northwest

LAGoS, Nigeria (AP): 
Gunmen have killed at 
least 15 people in Ni-
geria’s northwest, the 
sokoto state governor 
said, the latest incident 
in a spiral of violence in 
Africa’s most populous 
country.
The gunmen stormed 
communities in sokoto 
state and raided houses 
from sunday night into 
Monday morning, Gov. 
Aminu Tambuwal said 
in a statement, just days 
after nearly 30 people 
were shot dead across 
remote communities 
across Nigeria’s troubled 
north.

At least 13 people 

were killed in Illela, a 
town near the border 
with neighboring Niger 
and some 97 kilome-
ters (60 miles) from 
the state capital, he 
said, adding that two 
others were killed in 
Goronyo, about 76 ki-
lometers (47 miles) 
east of the state cap-
ital.

The violent attacks 
across the northwest 
and central parts of 
Nigeria have killed 
hundreds of people 
this year.

Most affected com-
munities are in re-
mote areas that don’t 
have adequate securi-

ty or telecommunica-
tions, such as Goronyo 
community where more 
than 40 people were shot 
dead a month ago when 
assailants opened fire at 
a crowded marketplace.

The gunmen are 
mostly young men from 
the Fulani ethnic group 
who had traditionally 
worked as nomadic cattle 
herders and are caught 
up in a decades-long con-
flict with Hausa farming 
communities over ac-
cess to water and graz-
ing land, according to 
authorities and security 
analysts.

The attacks have 
taken on ethnic and re-

ligious dimensions, with 
clashes often reported in 
volatile states between 
the herdsmen and local 
communities. The assail-
ants — called bandits in 
Nigeria — are “graduat-
ing into terrorists,” Gov. 
Tambuwal said.

The widespread ban-
ditry in the northwest is 
in addition to the Islamic 
extremist insurgency in 
the northeast that has 
lasted more than a de-
cade. some of the bandits 
— who often operate in 
bands of more than 100 
— are now joining forces 
with the extremist reb-
els, security analysts and 
residents have told AP.

German agency 
suspends 
approval 
process for 
Russia pipeline
BeRLIN (AP): Germa-
ny’s network regulator 
said Tuesday that it has 
suspended its procedure 
to certify the operator 
of a new pipeline that 
would bring Russian gas 
to the country under the 
Baltic sea because of an 
issue with the company’s 
status under German 
law.

Construction of the 
Nord stream 2 pipeline 
was completed earlier 
this year, but it is not 
yet in operation. It is a 
contentious project that 
Ukraine and the United 
states have opposed.

Last month, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
said the country could 
quickly boost natural gas 
supplies to the Europe-
an Union once German 
regulators allow the new 
pipeline to start opera-
tion. Energy prices have 
soared in Europe, which 
imports much of its nat-
ural gas from Russia, and 
led to pain for businesses 
and households.

It wasn’t immediate-
ly clear to what extent 
the move by the German 
network regulator, the 
Bundesnetzagentur, to 
suspend the procedure 
to certify Nord stream 
2 AG as an independent 
transmission operator 
might delay those plans. 
The step is required be-
fore gas can legally flow.

“Following a thor-
ough examination of 
the documentation, the 
Bundesnetzagentur con-
cluded that it would only 
be possible to certify an 
operator of the Nord 
stream 2 pipeline if that 
operator was organized 
in a legal form under 
German law,” the regula-
tor said in a statement.

The operating com-
pany is based in Zug, 
switzerland, and “has 
decided not to transform 
its existing legal form but 
instead to found a sub-
sidiary under German 
law solely to govern the 
German part of the pipe-
line,” it added. That will 
become the owner and 
operator of the German 
section of the pipeline.

The agency said the 
certification will remain 
suspended “until the 
main assets and human 
resources have been 
transferred to the sub-
sidiary” and it can veri-
fy the documentation is 
complete.

Owned by Rus-
sian-controlled gas gi-
ant Gazprom with in-
vestment from several 
European companies, 
Nord stream 2 was built 
under the Baltic sea and 
bypasses Poland and 
Ukraine, raising objec-
tions from those coun-
tries.

The U.s. has strongly 
opposed the construc-
tion of Nord stream 2, 
but it reached a deal with 
Germany in July to allow 
the pipeline’s comple-
tion without imposing 
U.s. sanctions on German 
entities.

Belgium to make COVID-19 shots 
mandatory for health workers

BRuSSeLS (AP): Health 
workers in Belgium who 
don’t want to get vacci-
nated against COVID-19 
will face losing their jobs.

Amid a surge of new 
coronavirus cases that 
has led hospitals to re-
serve half of their ICU 
beds for COVID-19 pa-
tients, Belgium’s federal 
government finalized a 
draft bill late on Mon-
day to make vaccination 
of health care workers 
mandatory.

starting Jan 1, they 
will have a three-month 
window to get their 
shots. During that pe-
riod, those who remain 
unvaccinated will be 
notified of a suspension 
of their contract unless 
they can provide a cer-
tificate of recovery from 
COVID-19 or negative 
tests on a regular basis, 
and will be temporarily 
unemployed. From April, 
workers without a prop-
er justification for their 
refusal could be dis-
missed.

According to var-
ious estimates, some 
60,000 health workers 
across the country of 
11.5 million country are 
not vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

The draft bill needs to 
get the Council of state’s 
approval and be rub-
ber-stamped by the Par-
liament.

The move could pave 
the way for mandatory 
vaccination across all sec-
tors amid growing support 
for such a move in the 
political class, although 
Prime Minister Alexander 
De Croo said in september 
he is not in favor of such a 
measure.

Coronavirus numbers 
don’t look good in Belgium 
ahead of Wednesday’s con-
sultation committee, when 
De Croo is expected to 
announce new restrictive 
measures in a bid to stop 
the uptick of new infections 
and hospital admissions.

Nearly 10,000 new 
daily cases have been reg-
istered over the past sev-
en days, up 27%., while 
hospital admissions have 
increased by 28% over 

the same period. accord-
ing to figures released by 
Belgium’s public health 
institute. The number 
of deaths also increased 
by 27% in one week, to 
26.7 daily deaths. In to-
tal, 26,400 people have 
died from coronavirus in 
Belgium.

According to Belgian 
media which had access 
to a report from experts 
advising the govern-
ment, health specialists 
now recommend a tem-
porary closure of the 
nightlife sector and ac-
tivities where social dis-
tancing can’t be properly 
implemented.

Experts have also 
proposed to make remote 
working mandatory again 
until the Christmas break, 
the newspaper said, and 
recommend making mask 
wearing indoors compul-
sory from the age of 9 in-
stead of 12.
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HeY, HALLe! the flawless actress, Halle Berry is spotted 
waving to fans during an appearance in Los Angeles.

The
Big Pic

ARIeS:
The winds of change are blowing in your 
direction, Aries. Yes, that means things 
are likely to fall in place all of a sudden, af-
ter a period of stagnation. Prepare yourself 
to roll with it. It’s best to be alert, focused, 
and quick witted at this point. However, 
here are some words of caution by Gary 
Basey to keep in mind when you find your-
self thinking about the easy way out, “If 
you take shortcuts, you get cut short.” Act-
ing from a place of integrity is the best way 
to ensure long-term returns.
tAuRuS:
Have you ever stopped to wonder about 
the origin of the traditions and beliefs 
that we follow today? While some of 
them might seem ridiculous to the mod-
ern mind, they hold within them pearls 
of ancient wisdom. Instead of going 
down the skeptic route today, dig deeper. 
Turn to experts on the subject and refer 
to sacred texts.
GemINI:
The best thing about being a Gemini is 
the dynamic personality you’ve been 

blessed with. The disadvantage? Feel-
ing a little lost about which face to show 
the world today. Allow yourself to take a 
deep breath and look within. There is no 
need to hide behind the masks and the 
cloaks. By bringing the gift of authentic-
ity to the table, you will find your true 
freedom. 
CANCeR:
It’s time to turn your knowledge into wis-
dom, Cancer. It’s time to truly come into 
your own. This is the only way you will 
be able to guide others on your path. If 
you’re already treading the path of light, 
consider working closely with children. 
Overheard at this cosmic conference: 
this is a part of your sacred purpose. 
Leo:
Deceit and betrayal are showing up as 
prominent themes in your cards, Leo. 
The bitter truth is that it is the people 
closest to your heart that have turned 
their back on you. The important thing to 
remember is that things are happening 
for and not to you. The Universe is teach-
ing you a life lesson which is important 

for your ascension. 
VIRGo:
A new day. A new dawn. A brand new be-
ginning. Welcome to the land of infinite 
possibilities, Virgo! It’s time to trust 
that feeling of hope and optimism that’s 
emerging from deep within you. It’s time 
to sing out loud the song that’s been 
stuck in your head: “Morning is here, 
sunshine is here”. Remember, it is when 
things begin to look good that paranoia 
tends to rear its ugly head. 
LIBRA:
Two halves don’t make a full, Libra. It’s 
time to put that old narrative to rest. It’s 
time to show up for yourself, to do the 
work, and to come into a space of whole-
ness within yourself. This is the only way 
to attract a healthy relationship, one that 
will hold space for you to fly. As such, this 
is also a time of making choices. There is 
no right or wrong way to go from here, 
beautiful. 
SCoRPIo:
The world can be a cold and harsh place, 
scorpio. But, that doesn’t mean you have 

to shut down. That doesn’t mean you 
have to build walls around your space. 
Allow yourself to feel the softness. Allow 
yourself to feel the grace. Know that your 
vulnerability is your greatest strength, 
beautiful. On the upside, there’s good 
news coming your way on the work and 
career front.
SAGIttARIuS:
Today, you’re being asked to channel 
your inner starlet, dream big dreams, 
and dance your own dance. You’re 
unique and different, sagittarius, and 
that’s what makes you, you. so stop play-
ing by the rules set by other people. stop 
trying to please those who will never 
understand your truth. some of you may 
also be drawn towards the performing 
arts at this point.
CAPRICoRN:
Egyptian Goddess Maat is known to rep-
resent cosmic order and today she is 
bringing with herself the reminder that 
the scales will soon balance themselves. 
That’s right, Capricorn. Justice will pre-
vail and you will find a way to triumph 

over the circumstances that are current-
ly bringing you down. so, act conscien-
tiously and keep adding to those good 
karma points. 
AquARIuS:
The cards are warning you against ad-
dictive behavioral patterns. What are 
*you* addicted to, Aquarius, and how 
is this helping you fill the growing 
void within? Consider taking your de-
mons out for tea and having an open 
and honest conversation with them. 
Confronting your patterns is the only 
way to transcend what no longer serves 
you, beautiful. some of you are being 
warned against toxic relationships as 
well.
PISCeS:
Three words, Pisces: research, research, 
research. While you’re on the right track, 
the plan needs to be finetuned. Digging 
deeper into the subject matter will help 
you add the missing link *and* give you 
an edge over your competition. Don’t 
get too hung up on the idea of making a 
breakthrough, though. 

film crew union narrowly approves 
contract with producers

LoS ANGeLeS (AP): Film in-
dustry crew members have 
narrowly voted to approve 
a pair of contracts with Hol-
lywood producers after a 
standoff that came within 
days of a strike that would 
have halted productions 
across the U.s., union leaders 
said Monday.

The agreements passed 
56% to 44% among delegates 
from the 36 local unions of 
the International Alliance of 
Theatrical and stage Employ-
ees in the voting system that 
resembles the U.s. Electoral 
College.

But in the popular vote, 
50.3% said yes and 49.7% 
no to the two contracts com-
bined of the 45,000 members 
who cast a ballot in voting 
held from Friday through 
sunday. And the larger of the 
two contracts, which primar-
ily covers film and TV pro-
duction on the West Coast, 
actually lost the popular vote 
by a narrow margin.

The razor-thin totals 
stood in contrast to the last 
vote from union members, in 
which 98% approved giving 
union leaders the authority 
to call a strike.

“We were very fired up, 
that really gassed up the 
membership, we were ready 
to strike,” said Brandy Tanna-
hill, who works as a grip set-
ting up lighting equipment 
on sets.

A victorious “no” vote 
would have reopened negoti-
ations and brought back the 

possibility of a work stop-
page.

There was relief among 
many members when the 
three-year deal was reached 
with producers on Oct. 16, 
two days before a strike 
deadline.

But many others were 
disillusioned with the details, 
saying the contracts didn’t go 
far enough to address issues 
like long workdays that may 
lack breaks or lunch, and the 
debilitating fatigue it causes.

Veteran stagehand Jason 
Fitzgerald said in an email 
after the results were an-
nounced that he was “Dis-
appointed. Disgusted. sold 
out by leadership. Not sur-
prised.”

Tannahill said that mem-
bership was “left in the 
dark” immediately af-
ter the agreement was 
reached.

“It was very frustrating 
to see the strike was called 
off without us seeing any 
of the tentative agree-
ments in the contract,” she 
said.

A late series of town 
halls and other communi-
cations methods on what 
was in the contracts and 
how a strike and further 
negotiations would work 
shifted the momentum, 
though not in time to 
change the outcome.

“I think if we had to redo 
this election, it would be an 
overwhelming no,” Tannahill 
said.

The vote also took place 
in the shadow of the shooting 
that killed cinematographer 
Halyna Hutchins and injured 
director Joel souza on the 
New Mexico set of the film 
“Rust.”

Alec Baldwin, the film’s 
star-producer who fired the 
gun, called it a “one-in-a-tril-
lion event,” but many felt like 
the incident was emblematic 
of the industry’s corner-cut-
ting and critical flaws.

According to the union, 
core safety and economic 
issues are addressed in the 
proposed agreements cover-
ing workers on film and TV 
productions.

“Our goal was to achieve 
fair contracts that work for 
IATsE members in televi-
sion and film — that address 
quality-of-life issues and 
conditions on the job like 
rest and meal breaks,” IA-
TsE International President 
Matthew Loeb said in a state-
ment. “We met our objectives 
for this round of bargaining 

and built a strong foundation 
for future agreements.”

The agreements include 
across-the board wage in-
creases and increased com-
pensation paid by streaming 
services, who had long been 
allowed lower pay rates, 
union leaders said.

The Alliance of Motion 
Picture and Television Pro-
ducers, which represents 
Hollywood studios and other 
production entities, said in a 
statement that “throughout 
the negotiations, IATsE lead-
ership advocated changes to 
improved quality of life” and 
the “agreements meaningful-
ly reflect the industry’s en-
dorsement of those priorities 
and keep everyone working.”

IATsE represents about 
150,000 behind-the-scenes 
workers, including stage-
hands, cinematographers, 
costumers and others em-
ployed in all forms of enter-
tainment, from movies and 
TV to theater, concerts, trade 
shows and broadcasting.

renowned ‘mappilapattu’ singer 
peer mohammed dies at 78

Kannur (Ker), Nov 16 
(PtI): Noted ‘Mappilapat-
tu’ artist Peer Mohammed, 
known for his melodious 
rendition of the traditional 
Mappila songs, died due to 
age related ailments at his 
residence in Muzhuppilan-
gad here on Tuesday, family 
sources said.

He was 78 and had been 
undergoing treatment for 
various health issues for 
some time, they said.

Mohammed, who mes-
merised music buffs with his 
unique singing style and clear 
voice for decades, had several 

hit Mappila songs to his cred-
it. Born to Aziz Ahmed, who 
was from Thalassery here, 
and Bilkis, a native of Tenkasi 
in Tamil Nadu, on January 8, 
1945, he had composed and 
rendered over 4000 songs 
in his illustrious career as a 
singer.

Besides stage pro-
grammes, Mohammed also 
tried his hand in Malayalam 
films under the music com-
positions of legends like A T 
Ummer and K Raghavan Mas-
ter.

He was also a recipient 
of several honours including 

the Kerala Folklore Academy 
Award.

He is survived by wife Ra-
hana and four children.

Chief Minister Pinarayi 

Vijayan, in his condolence 
message, said Mohammed 
played a key role in popular-
ising the Mappilapattu in the 
state.

Houston officials pick internal 
review of astroworld tragedy

HouStoN (AP): Calls for an indepen-
dent  investigation into what  led to 
10 deaths at  the Astroworld music 
fest ival  went  unheeded Monday,  as 
Houston-area off ic ials  instead chose 
to  direct  a  county administrator  to 
conduct  a  review with other govern-
mental  entit ies .

County Judge Lina H i d a l g o  — 
the top elected official in Harris County, 
which includes Houston — had proposed 
a third-party probe of the planning and 
execution of the festival founded and 
headlined by rap superstar Travis scott.

The Harris County administrator in-
stead will work with other city and coun-
ty entities to review security, fire and oth-
er safety plans at the county-owned NRG 
Park, where the festival was held.

“I hope that it comes back with ac-
tionable lessons,” Hidalgo said. “I hope it 
doesn’t result in something vague or for-
gotten.”

Other members of Harris County’s gov-
erning body, known as a commissioner’s 
court, were concerned Hidalgo’s investigation 
could lead to legal liabilities for the county.

Dozens of lawsuits have already been filed 
over injuries and deaths at the Nov. 5 concert.

Houston police are conducting a separate 

criminal investigation into what happened 
at the festival. No one has been charged.

The police department, along with the 
city fire department, played key roles in 
crowd control and other safety measures 
at the show. Experts in crowd safety say 
an investigation by neutral outsiders into 
the tragedy could help avoid potential 
conflicts of interest and promote trans-
parency.

Police have said they are reviewing 
surveillance video provided by concert 
promoter Live Nation, as well as dozens of 
clips of the show shared on social media. 
Investigators also planned to speak with 
Live Nation representatives, scott and 
concertgoers.

Over 300 people were treated on site for 
injuries at the show, and at least 25 were hos-
pitalized.

Many unanswered questions center on the 
actions of event organizers.

A 56-page event operations plan for the Astroworld 
music festival included protocols for dangerous scenari-
os including an active shooter, bomb or terrorist threats, 
and severe weather. But it did not include information 
on what to do in the event of a crowd surge.

The 10 people who died included a 9-year-old 
boy. The oldest was 27. Reports on individual 
causes of death are pending.

Illegal’ S2 to premiere on Nov 25 on Voot Select
mumbai, Nov 16 (PtI): The 
second season of courtroom 
drama series “Illegal”, fea-
turing Neha sharma and 
Piyush Mishra, is set to pre-
miere on November 25 on 
Voot select, the streamer 
announced on Tuesday.

The new season, direct-
ed by Ashwini Chaudhary 
and produced by Juggernaut 

productions, will see the 
continuation of the intense 
battle between the former 
mentor-mentee (played by 
Mishra and sharma) while 
dealing with complex cases 
that question the legal sys-
tem.

Mishra will reprise his 
role of Janardhan Jaitley 
and sharma will make a re-

turn as Niharika singh.
The second season ele-

vates the high stakes show-
down between Niharika 
and her mentor-turned-ad-
versary Janardhan and how 
the battle intensifies with 
Niharika taking a big risk in 
starting her own law firm 
as Janardhan embarks on 
an ambitious campaign to 

be the next Chief Minister of 
Delhi.

The first season of the 
show, which touched upon 
topics like sexual harassment 
and death penalty, received 
critical acclaim.

Illegal season two also 
stars Akshay Oberoi, satya-
deep Misra and Tanuj Vir-
wani.


