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Sikkim to invoke Khangchendzonga 
at Rabong’s Pang Lhabsol

SagaR ChhetRi
Gangtok, 19 Aug: 

Pang Lhabsol Celebra-
tion Committee [PLCC] 

is working on a war-foot-
ing to host a grand cel-
ebration, hosted now 
with the tagline, “Sikkim 
Invokes Mount Khangc-
hendzonga,” from 11 to 
13 September at Mani 
Chokerling Complex and 
Cho-Dzo Lake premises in 
Rabong, South Sikkim. 

The celebration will 
feature a series of tradi-
tional, cultural, musical, 
sport and other events. 

Prayers and the sa-
cred Pangtoed Chaam 
[Warrior Dance] will be 
held at the Mani Choker-
ling complex, while the 
Cho-Dzo Lake area will 
be the main venue for the 
rest of the events.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
PLCC treasurer Kesangla 
D Lhasungpa, highlight-
ed that Pang Lhabsol 
was one of the most im-

portant festivals of Sik-
kim celebrated on the 
15th day of the seventh 
month of the Tibetan lu-
nar calendar. This year, 
Pang Lhabsol falls on 13 
September. The festival is 
unique to Sikkim.

“The festival is cele-
brated all over the State 
around the autumn har-
vest and rituals are per-
formed, prayers offered 
in all the monasteries, 
holy caves, sacred plac-
es in worship of Khang-
chendzonga and other 
subordinate deities of 
the 110 holy peaks in the 
Khangchendzonga range. 
We invoke blessings for 
protection, peace and 
prosperity of the land,” 
Mr Lhasungpa said.

PLCC general secre-
tary, Bishnu Sharma, add-
ed that on the suggestion 
of Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang, the main venue for 
the celebration has been 
shifted to Cho-Dzo Lake 
to maintain the sanctity 

of the monastery. 
He informed that the 

CM will be the chief guest 
on 13 September. 

The organizers have 
completed 80% of the 
preparations.

PLCC publicity sec-
retary, Bhawani Gurung 
informed that the cele-
bration will feature a se-
ries of events which will 
begin on 01 September. 
He adds that PLCC has 
been pulling all stops to 
take the festival to global 
recognition. 

One of the main attrac-
tions of the celebration 
has been the volleyball 
tournament in the open 
and state-level categories. 

It is informed that 
the open volleyball tour-
nament will have Indian 
international players. 
Five teams -North Fron-
tier Railway, Chennai 
Customs, Punjab Po-
lice, Haryana and Kerala 
have already given their 
confirmation to partici-

pate in the open catego-
ry which carries a cash 
prize of Rs 3 lakh for the 
winner’s and Rs 2 lakh 
for the runners-up. 

Likewise, the in-
tra-Sikkim volleyball 
tournament carries a 
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh 
for the winners and 
Rs 50,000 for the run-
ners-up. Registrations 
are open till 24 August. 

Exhibition volleyball 
matches in women’s and 
veterans’ categories are 
also slated. 

A state-level mara-
thon, arm wrestling and 
tug of war and tradition-
al sports of the State have 
also been lined up.

Another attraction 
of the celebration is the 
solo song competition, 
Pang Lhabsol Idol 2019, 
The Voice of Pang Lhab-
sol. Auditions for this 
competition will be held 
on 04 and 05 September 
at Rabong community 
hall and interested par-

ticipants can collect the 
forms from the organiz-
ing committee. 

The top-10 contes-
tants will be perform-
ing on 11 September 
and then the top-5 will 
compete in the grand 
finale scheduled for 13 
September. 

Pang Lhabsol Idol 
2019 carries a cash prize 
of Rs 50,000 for the win-
ner, Rs 30,000 to first 
runner-up and Rs 20,000 
to second runner-up and 
the organizers will pro-
duce a music album for 
the top-five contestants.

The celebrations 
will also include a music 
festival, traditional and 
cultural presentations, 
handicrafts and hand-
loom exhibition, tradi-
tional food stalls, street 
plays by Kapinzal Chil-
dren’s Home of Rabong, 
boating, a cup of coffee 
at Tree House at the 
main venue among oth-
er activities.

Chamling greets people 
on Bhasa Manyata Diwas

Summit RePoRt
Gangtok, 19 Aug: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party president, 

former Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling, has 
extended greetings to 
the people of Sikkim 
and Nepali-speak-
ing people across the 
world on the occasion 
of the 28th Nepali Bhasa 
Manyata Diwas. 

In his message, he 
stresses that only con-
stitutional recognition 

of the language was not 
enough and stressed 
that for the language to 
thrive, it needs to be ad-
opted with full spirit and 
from the heart.

An SDF press release 
details that the story of 
Nepali Bhasa Manyata 
Diwas starts with Anand 
Singh Thapa in 1956 and 
was a tough struggle, in-
volving many sacrifices 
and a lot of hard work 
for the language to get 
included in the Eighth 

Schedule of the Constitu-
tion in 1992. 

“We remember all of 
them on this day as our 
mother tongue received 
constitutional recognition 
and respect due to their 
sacrifices and struggle,” 
Mr Chamling states.

Mr Chamling further 
underlines that Bhasa 
Manyata Diwas was a day 
to think deeply on how 
the language could be 
further developed and 
popularised.

itBP team scales unclimbed 
peak in North Sikkim

Summit RePoRt 
Gangtok, 19 Aug:

A joint frontier-level 
Indo-Tibetan Border 

Police Force Mountain-
eering Expedition Team, 
“Pulkit,” which was 
flagged-off by Governor 
Ganga Prasad on 26 Jul, 

2019 from the Raj Bha-
van scaled a 6,889 mtrs 
tall hitherto unclimbed 
peak near Gurudongmar 
on 14 Aug, 2019, a press 
release informs.

The expedition team 
led by Deputy Comman-
dant, Digvijay Singh accom-

plished its mission with the 
formal flag-in ceremony on 
19 Aug, 2019 at Raj Bhavan 
attended by the Governor, 
Ganga Prasad.

This mountaineer-
ing expedition was con-
ceived, organised and 
conducted under the 

guidance of IG North 
East & Eastern Fron-
tiers, Sanjeev Raina, and 
DIG (Lucknow), SR Roy 
with the support of DIG 
(Gangtok), Kapil Dev 
Dwivedi and Comman-
dant (Staff) ITBP, Angad 
Prasad Yadava.

Teachers report to school in Kashmir, students don’t

ISRO to inject Chandrayaan2 
into lunar orbit Tuesday

Srinagar, Aug 19 (PTI): Teachers 
reported to work in many schools in 
Kashmir as restrictions were eased 
further on Monday but not many 
students were seen.

Officials said the government has 
made necessary arrangements 
for opening of 190 primary 
schools in Srinagar city as secu-
rity forces remained deployed in 
most of the Valley.

But all private schools in the city 
remained shut for the 15th consec-
utive day as parents were appre-
hensive about the security situation 
in view of violent protests over the 
past two days. Only Police Public 
School at Bemina and a few Kendriya 
Vidyalayas saw a handful of students 
turning up.

“There is so much uncertainty 
in the situation that sending kids to 
school at this stage is out of ques-

tion,” Farooq Ahmad Dar, a parent, 
said. Officials in Baramulla district 
said schools in five towns remained 
closed. In the rest of the district, 

schools were opened, they said.
“There is no relaxation in restric-

tions in Pattan, Palhalan, Singhpora, 
Baramulla and Sopore towns. Prima-

ry schools in the rest of the district 
are open. We are collecting details 
about the number of students who 
have reported at their respective 

schools,” an official said.
A senior Srinagar district official 

said a few schools on the periphery 
were opened but in the old city and 
in civil lines areas, they remained 
shut due to violence over the past 
two days.

Authorities had planned to open 
schools up to primary level and 
make all government offices func-
tional from Monday.

In Srinagar city, barricades were 
removed from areas where the sit-
uation has remained peaceful since 
the Centre announced the scrapping 
of the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir and bifurcated it into two 
union territories on August 5.

Markets in the Valley were shut 
while public transport remained off 
roads. The movement of private ve-
hicles in the city increased after re-
strictions were eased.

Bengaluru, Aug 19 (PTI): 
In a significant milestone 
for India’s Moon mis-
sion, ISRO will fire Chan-
drayaan2’s liquid engine on 
Tuesday to insert the space-
craft into a lunar orbit.

“It’s tomorrow morn-
ing (tentatively between 
8.30 am and 9.30 am). 
It’s challenging,” Chair-
man of Indian Space Re-
search Organisation K 
Sivan told PTI on Monday 
on the operation to put 
the spacecraft in an orbit 
around the Moon.

Following this, there 
will be further four orbit 
manoeuvres to make the 
spacecraft enter into its fi-
nal orbit passing over the 
lunar poles at a distance of 
about 100 km from Moon’s 
surface, ISRO has said.

Subsequently, the 
Vikram lander will sepa-
rate from the orbiter on 
September 2, according 
to the Bengaluru-head-
quartered space agency.

Two orbit manoeuvres 
will be performed on the 
lander before the initia-
tion of powered descent 
to make a soft landing on 
the lunar surface on Sep-
tember 7, ISRO said. Chan-
drayaan2, launched on 
July 22 by GSLV MkIII-M1 
vehicle, had entered the 
Lunar Transfer Trajectory 
on August 14 after final 

orbit raising manoeuvre 
of the spacecraft was suc-
cessfully carried out.

The health of the 
spacecraft is being con-
tinuously monitored 
from the Mission Opera-
tions Complex (MOX) at 
ISRO Telemetry, Tracking 
and Command Network 
(ISTRAC) in Bengaluru 
with support from In-
dian Deep Space Net-
work (IDSN) antennas at 
Byalalu, near Bengaluru.

All systems on board 
Chandrayaan2 spacecraft 
are performing normal, 
ISRO said on August 14.

According to ISRO, 
Chandrayaan2 India’s sec-
ond lunar expedition will 

shed light on a completely 
unexplored region of the 
Moon, its South Pole. “This 
mission will help us gain 
a better understanding of 
the origin and evolution 
of the Moon by conduct-
ing detailed topographical 
studies, comprehensive 
mineralogical analyses, 
and a host of other ex-
periments on the lunar 
surface,” the space agen-
cy has said.

“While there, we will 
also explore discoveries 
made by Chandrayaan1, 
such as the presence 
of water molecules on 
the Moon and new rock 
types with unique chem-
ical composition,” it said.

SC dismisses 
Tarun Tejpal’s 
plea seeking 
quashing of 
charges
New Delhi, Aug 19 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Monday dismissed a 
plea by Tehelka maga-
zine’s founder Tarun Te-
jpal seeking quashing of 
charges framed against 
him in a sexual assault 
case filed by a former 
woman colleague.

A bench headed by 
Justice Arun Mishra 
asked Goa’s lower court 
to complete the trial pref-
erably within six months 
in the case against Tejpal.

Tejpal is alleged to 
have sexually assaulted a 
former woman colleague 
inside the elevator of a 
five-star hotel in Goa in 
2013. He has denied the 
allegations.

Tejpal was arrested 
on November 30, 2013, 
by the crime branch 
after his anticipatory 
bail plea was rejected 
by the court.

He has been out on 
bail since May 2014.

The court had on Au-
gust 6 reserved its order 
on Tejpal’s plea. The Goa 
Police had claimed that 
there were “contempora-
neous” WhatsApp mes-
sages and e-mails which 
showed that the Tehelka 
magazine founder should 
face trial in the case.

The police, while op-
posing Tejpal’s plea seek-
ing quashing of charges 
framed against him, 
had told the court that 
there was “ample ma-
terial” warranting tri-
al in the case. Tejpal 
had moved the apex 
court, challenging the 
Bombay High Court’s 
December 20, 2017, or-
der dismissing his plea 
seeking quashing of 
charges. 
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UrGeNTly reqUIreD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTeD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
geNeRaL iNfoRmatioN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

to book 
advertisements in Sum-

mittimes, call
03592-208698

9734152541

Art of Living’s Anandutsav concludes 
Summit RePoRt
Gangtok, 19 Aug:

A pan-India program 
of the Art of Living 

organization, the three-
day Happiness Program 
‘Anandutsav’ concluded 
on Sunday. The program 
was organized in four 
different venues in Sik-
kim–Deorali, Ranipool, 
Namchi and Gyalshing, a 
press release informs. 

Participants expe-
rienced live sessions 
with the founder of Art 
of Living, Ravi Shankar 
through live streaming 
from the international 
centre in Bangalore on 
all three days.

This is the fourth edi-
tion of the annual event, 
and it was reported that 
the response this year was 
better than previous years. 
Volunteers of the Art of 
Living (Sikkim Chapter) 
went into campaign mode 
days before the event, the 
release mentions.  

One of the volunteers 
who organized Anan-
dutsav in Namchi, Bind-
hya Chettri, shared that 
she was overjoyed to see 
the response. 

“This is the first time 
that the people of Nam-
chi are actually getting 
their first-hand experi-

ence of an Art of Living 
program, and to be able 
to connect directly with 
the Master was quite 
magical,” said Bindhya.

Similarly, volunteers 
and participants in Gyalsh-
ing were equally excited to 
share their experiences. 
Anita Subba, an Art of Liv-

ing teacher thanked all the 
volunteers for pulling off 
the event.

The Happiness Pro-
gram at Deorali saw max-
imum number of partici-
pants compared to the rest 
of the venues. Facilitated 
by three teachers with sup-
port from a team of volun-

teers, the energy was high 
throughout the program.

Likewise, the Hap-
piness Program at Ra-
nipool had a good num-
ber of participants from 
Sun Pharma Pvt Limited, 
as well as residents of 
Ranipool and surround-
ing areas.

Stop politicizing 
Panchayati raj institutions, 

says BJP Sikkim 
Summit RePoRt
Gangtok, 19 Aug:

BJP Sikkim has urged 
all institutions to 

play a responsible role in 
maintaining the dignity 
of Panchayati Raj Insti-
tutions in the State. In a 
press release, the party 
has alleged that political 
interference has weak-
ened Panchayati Raj in-
stitutions in the State.

“From time to time, 
political influence on this 
system, political pres-
sure on Independent 
and the panchayats from 
opposition party, viola-

tions of their rights have 
hampered the develop-
ment of rural areas,” the 
release states.

BJP Sikkim has said 
that the State Govern-
ment and the Rural Man-
agement Development 
Department should en-
sure that the Panchayati 
Raj system be allowed to 
function freely.

“Similarly, it has be-
come imperative for the 
Panchayat members to 
carry out their responsi-
bilities freely and impar-
tially beyond party poli-
tics,” the release adds.

Day-long training on PKVY 
at Martam Ghayabari

Summit RePoRt
Gangtok, 19 Aug:

Day-long training on 
PKVY programme 

was organised at Martam 
Ghayabari cluster today. 
The programme was at-
tended by 50 farmers, 
Director FS&ADD. ADO 
Gyalshing, ADO Hee Mar-

tam, HDO Hee Martam 
and BTM ATMA.

Pea seeds were dis-
tributed among farmers 
and the technology of low 
cost tunnel for Cole crops 
was demonstrated in the 
field. BTM, Bivek Sharma 
was the resource person 
for the programme.

UN rights chief ‘troubled’ by 
new Sri Lanka army chief

Geneva, Aug 19 (AFP): 
UN rights chief Michelle 
Bachelet said Monday 
she is “deeply troubled” 
by Sri Lanka’s appoint-
ment of an accused war 
criminal as army chief, as 
global concern mounts 
over the nomination.

Major General Shav-
endra Silva, 55, was ele-
vated to the army’s sec-
ond-highest position of 
chief of staff in January 
before his latest promo-
tion by President Mai-
thripala Sirisena to com-
mander of the Sri Lankan 
army. “The promotion 
of Lieutenant-General 
General Silva severely 
compromises Sri Lanka’s 
commitment to promote 
justice and accountabil-
ity,” Bachelet said in a 
statement.

Silva, who command-
ed an army division in 
the long-running civil 
war with Tamil separat-
ists, has been accused 
by the United Nations of 
war crimes during the 
conflict’s final stages. “I 

am deeply troubled by 
the appointment ... de-
spite the serious allega-
tions of gross violations 
of international human 
rights and humanitarian 
law against him and his 
troops during the war,” 
Bachelet said.

The US embassy in 
Colombo, along with civil 
society groups, have also 
criticised the appointment 
as a move likely to under-
mine reconciliation efforts. 
Sri Lanka’s armed forces 
crushed the separatist reb-
els in 2009 in a no-holds 
barred offensive that ended 
a 37-year war which killed 
100,000 people.

There were mass 
atrocities against civil-
ians in Sri Lanka’s pre-
dominantly Tamil north 
towards the end of the 
conflict, with rights 
groups saying some 
40,000 ethnic Tamils 
were killed by govern-
ment forces.

A UN report said Silva 
played a major role in or-
chestrating war crimes.

SC grants CBi 2 more weeks to 
complete probe in accident case 
involving unnao rape survivor

New Delhi, Aug 19 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court on Monday granted 
two more weeks’ time to 
the CBI to complete the 
ongoing investigation 
in a road accident case 
in which the Unnao 
rape survivor and her 
lawyer have sustained 
critical injuries.

A bench comprising 
Justices Deepak Gupta 
and Aniruddha Bose ex-
tended the time for com-
pleting the probe after 
the CBI moved an appli-
cation seeking four more 
weeks on the ground that 
the statements of the 
rape survivor and her 
lawyer have not been re-
corded so far.

The bench also di-
rected the Uttar Pradesh 
government to pay Rs 
five lakh to the lawyer, 
who is in a critical con-
dition.

The court had on Au-
gust 2 directed the Cen-

tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) to complete 
the investigation within 
seven days, adding that 
the agency could avail 
additional seven days in 
exceptional circumstanc-
es, but in no case the time 
frame would be extended 
beyond a fortnight.

The top court had 
earlier ordered transfer 
of all the five related cas-
es in the matter to Delhi 
but later modified its or-
der putting in abeyance 
shifting of the accident 
case till the probe was 
completed.

The modification was 
done stating that due to 
shifting of the case, the 
local court was facing 
technical hurdle in pass-
ing orders of remand for 
the accused who are be-
ing arrested in course of 
the probe.

The court had said 
the order transferring 
the accident case “shall 

remain in abeyance for 
the period during which 
the said case remains un-
der investigation, which 
we have stipulated in 
the order dated August 
1, 2019, to be completed 
in a maximum period of 
15 days, preferably with-
in seven days. The order 
dated August 1, 2019, is 
modified accordingly”.

The woman, alleged-
ly raped by BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar 
in 2017 when she was a 
minor, is battling for life 
after a truck rammed 
into the car she was 
travelling in with some 
family members and her 
lawyer. Two of her aunts 
died in the accident re-
cently.

She was airlifted from 
a hospital in Lucknow 
and brought to the All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) for bet-
ter care as she continued 
to be critical.

CM urges photographers to 
document beauty of Arunachal

Itanagar, Aug 19 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu 
on Monday urged pho-
tographers and videog-
raphers of the state to 
document the rich cul-
tural heritage and nat-
ural beauty of the state 
and show it to the world 
to promote tourism.

Inaugurating an ex-
hibition put up by the 
Arunachal Photography 
Club (APC) at the Civil 
Secretariat here to com-
memorate the World 
Photography Day, Khan-
du said tourism is one 
sector that can change 
the economy of the Hi-
malayan state.

He said there is no 
better way to lure tour-
ists than a professional 

portrayal of the state’s 
unique culture and plac-
es through pictures and 
videos.

“You can become 
leading promoters of 
tourism while archiving 
the rich culture and sce-
nic beauty of the state,” 
Khandu told the photog-
raphers.

Reminding the Prime 
Minister’s call to every-
one to visit once a year 
at least 15 destinations 
within the country, while 
specifically mentioning 
the North East, Khandu 
said it would boost tour-
ism like never before in 
the region.

“Despite being indig-
enous to the state, many 
of us do not know much 
about other tribes and 

places. I congratulate 
members of APC, who 
are voluntarily spreading 
awareness and bridging 
the gaps through their 
creative works,” Khandu 
said.

He assured the gov-
ernment’s support and 
cooperation to the en-
deavours of the APC in 
promoting Arunachal as 
a sought after destina-
tion.

Inaugurating the APC 
website which is still un-
der construction, he said 
it would provide a plat-
form for both amateur 
and professional pho-
tographers of the state to 
not only showcase their 
works to the world but 
also earn by selling their 
works worldwide.

Netaji’s family 
peeved with 
PIB tweet, 
urge PM for 
SIT to  unarvel 
mystery 
Kolkata, Aug 19 (PTI): 
Peeved with a tweet by 
a government agency 
on Netaji’s death, some 
members of his family 
have urged Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to 
form a SIT to unravel the 
mystery surrounding his 
disappearance over sev-
en decades ago.

Netaji’s grandnephew 
and state BJP vice-pres-
ident, Chandra Kumar 
Bose said on Monday that 
the mystery surrounding 
Netaji’s disappearance 
in August 1945 is yet 
to be resolved and any 
announcement on the 
freedom fighter’s death 
should only be made by 
the prime minister.

Some members of the 
nationalist leader’s fami-
ly urged Modi to speak to 
Japanese premier Shinzo 
Abe to ensure that files 
held by that country’s 
government are declas-
sified and a DNA test of 
his “remains” preserved 
at the Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo is conducted to 
unravel the mystery of 
his death. The Press In-
formation Bureau had on 
Sunday tweeted, “#PIB 
remembers the great 
freedom fighter Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
on his death anniversary. 
#Netaji #subhashchan-
drabose.”

Bose told PTI that Ne-
taji’s death is not a trivi-
al matter and an agency 
like the PIB should not be 
making any announce-
ment about it.

If the mystery of his 
disappearance or death 
has been solved it should 
be announced with re-
spect and not in the man-
ner the PIB did, he added.

“It should be coming 
from the Prime Minister, 
not from Amit Shah, Ra-
jnath Singh or anybody 
else,” he asserted add-
ing that Netaji’s family 
is waiting to know the 
truth. “I am confident 
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is committed 
to unravelling the Netaji 
disappearance mystery. 
But I am not sure wheth-
er the entire government 
is interested in doing 
that,” Bose said.

“Nation wants a clo-
sure on #NetajiMystery, 
particularly to stop the 
false theories spread by 
persons with vested inter-
est. A tweet by @PIBIndia 
is not the right approach. 
Such an announcement 
must be officially an-
nounced by hon’blePM @
narendramodi ji based on 
documentary evidence,” 
he tweeted. “It’s good to 
see @PIB_India have de-
leted their tweet on Neta-
ji’s death,” he said in an-
other tweet.

Bose said during the 
declassification of Netaji 
files in 2016 the Centre 
had failed to get five Ne-
taji files that are in the 
possesion of the Japanese 
government and that 
these are “very crucial” 
to find out the truth.

“Now that the #Neta-
jiMystery issue is raging 
across the nation-for a 
proper closure please get 
3 files kept in Japan, con-
duct DNA test of remains 
at Renkoji & release IB files 
to solve the mystery,” Bose 
posted on Twitter, tagging 
the PM, Home Minister Amit 
Shah, BJP National Gener-
al Secretary Kailash Vijay-
vargiya, PIB Ahmedabad 
among others.  

15th anniv of divine 
revelation of Yuma Mang 

celebrated at Darap

Summit RePoRt
Gyalshing, 19 Aug: 

The 15th divine reve-
lation (attainment of 

enlightenment) celebra-
tion of Sikkum Siyong 
Sepsing Yuma Mang, a 
spiritual leader based in 
Darap, West Sikkim, was 
held today at the Yuma 
Mang Meditation Centre 
of Darap, a press commu-
niqué informs. 

The 31-year-old spir-
itual and religious figure, 
fondly addressed by her 
devotees as Yuma Mang, 
was born in 1988 in Darap.

Today’s celebrations, 
organized by Yuma Mang 
Meditation Centre Com-
mittee, was attended by 
Yuma Mang’s devotees 
from Sikkim, Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong and Nepal. 

Lok Sabha MP, Indra 
Hang Subba, PHE Minis-

ter and area MLA Bhim 
Hang Subba Subba also 
attended the congrega-
tion along with other dig-
nitaries. 

In her message, Yuma 
Mang called upon her 
devotees to adopt sim-
ple, pious and meaning-
ful lives. 

She stressed that like 
all religions, Yumaism 
also advocates truth, 
honesty, spiritualism and 
preservation of humanity 
through moral activities 
while remaining faithful 
to God. 

Earlier, YMMC pres-
ident Ten Hang Limboo 
highlighted the history 
of Yumaism and its ob-
jectives. He shared that 
Yuma Mang Meditation 
Centre has been receiv-
ing overwhelming at-
tendance.
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IPR observes World 
Photography Day 

Gangtok, 19 Aug (IPr):  
Every year on 19 August, 
the World Photography 
Day is commemorated 
worldwide with vigor 
and enthusiasm. The In-
formation & Public Rela-
tions Department, head-
ed by the Secretary, Nam-
rata Thapa organized an 
exhibition at its premis-
es at Soochna Bhawan, 
Tadong to honour this 
day for photographers 
and raise awareness and 
gain inspiration from the 
craft of photography.

Secretary, Ms Thapa, 
while addressing the at-
tendees at the exhibition 
stated that World Pho-
tography Day is a noble 
day for photographers 

and all lovers of photog-
raphy. She said that in 
today’s world of rapid 
exchange and transfor-
mation of technology, the 
value of a photograph 
still holds high and that 
a single picture commu-
nicates an array of infor-
mation to the viewer.

Assistant Director/
Photo, Keshap Chettri in-
formed the attendees at 
the exhibition about the 
history of photography 
and that photography is 
more than a hobby and 
inspires people around 
the globe to do more and 
share more. 

He also briefed the 
attendees on the various 
vintage cameras on dis-

play and their workings 
and functions.

The Department had 
exhibited a range of vin-
tage cameras, such as: 

- B2 Film Size Camera           
- TLR (Twin-Lens Reflex 

Camera)   
- 35mm Film SLR (Sin-

gle Lens Reflex Cam-
era)      

- Digital SLR (Single 
Lens Reflex Camera)             

- DSLR *Fx (Full-frame 
Digital Single Lens 
Reflex Camera).
Along with these, 

rare photographs from 
the department’s ar-
chives related to Sik-
kim and its history 
were also put up for 
public viewing.

training held for 
Manav Sewa Dal

Summit RePoRt
Gangtok, 19 Sept: 

A two-day state-lev-
el training camp 

of the Manav Sewa Dal 
of Manav Utthan Sewa 
Samiti, Sikkim, was con-
cluded at Hans Satsang 
Dham, Rangpo, in East 
Sikkim on Sunday. The 
training was held un-

der the supervision of 
North-Eastern region 
in-charge, Akhilesh Bai-
ji. During the training, 
representatives of dif-
ferent districts, Tehsils 
and branches of Manav 
Sewa Dal and youth cell 
presented the quarterly 
report of their respec-
tive branch.

two-day workshop on 
Remote Sensing tech at Su

Gangtok, 19 Aug (PIB): 
The Department of Com-
puter Applications of 
the Sikkim University 
organized a Two Days’ 
Workshop on Machine 
Learning and Big Data 
Analytics: Application 
to Remote Sensing at 
the Conference Hall, 
Barad Sadan from 19–
20 Aug, 2019. 

The inaugural ses-
sion of the Workshop 
was chaired by the 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof 
Avinash Khare in the 
presence of Dr Pradipta 
Kumar Nanda, Chairman- 
IEEE Geoscience and Re-
mote Sensing Society 
(GSRSS), Kolkata Chap-
ter, Arup Chattopadhyay, 
director, NIELIT, Gangtok 
and other experts and 
participants.

India is one of the 
leading countries in gath-
ering remote sensing 
data from its own space 
program under the ae-
gis of ISRO. The volume 
and variety of remote 
sensing data increased 
exponentially with the 
launch of varied sensors 
from ISRO, NASA, ESA 
etc. This makes the re-
mote sensing data an 
ideal candidate for Big 
data applications due to 
its sheer volume and va-

rieties in terms of tempo-
ral, spatial and spectral 
resolution, continuous 
collection of data (ve-
locity) and necessity of 
ground validation (ve-
racity). Many scientists 
in India are actively in-
volved with remote sens-
ing data analysis ranging 
from SAR data to micro-
wave to optical. Through 
this workshop it is en-
visioned to expand the 
outreach of the on- going 
activities with eminent 
scientists from other 
parts of the globe.

The aim of the work-
shop is to provide the-
oretical and practical 
insights on different as-
pects of Machine Learn-

ing and Big Data Analy-
sis. This workshop also 
seeks to provide a plat-
form to learn about the 
current challenges in de-
veloping strategies and 
tools to address the issue 
pertaining to remotely 
sensed data. Besides, it 
will also provide an op-
portunity to share and 
exchange ideas among 
peers of the respective 
research community.

In his address, Vice- 
Chancellor, Prof Avinash 
Khare observed that 
Sikkim University may 
introduce M Tech pro-
grammes to address 
the current needs of 
the industry and take 
up education and re-

search in front-end ar-
eas like Artificial Intel-
ligence, Data Analytics 
and Remote Sensing.

Chairman, Prof PK 
Nanda, IEEE Geoscience 
and Remote Sensing So-
ciety (GSRSS), Kolkata 
Chapter explained the 
role of IEEE-GSRSS in 
promoting the applica-
tion of remote sensing 
in exploring geoscience 
and highlighted the role 
of Machine Learning and 
Big Data Analytics in this 
domain. He also hoped 
that a separate chapter 
of GSRSS may be opened 
for Sikkim to facilitate 
the above promotion of 
research and education.

Director, Arup Chat-

topadhyay, NIELIT-Gang-
tok informed about the 
initiatives of the Minis-
try of Electronics and IT 
Govt. of India in gener-
ating trained manpow-
er in state-of-the art IT 
and IT Enabled Services 
from 41 NIELIT centres 
at Pan India level un-
der Digital India – the 
flagship program of 
Government of India. 
He observed that NIEL-
IT Gangtok may offer 
such courses from its 
upcoming campus at Pa-
kyong in the near future 
and also may collaborate 
with GSRSS and Sikkim 
University in evolving a 
NSQF compliant course 
on Remote Sensing.

Community fridges to 
feed those in need

New Delhi, Aug 19 (PTI): 
A new initiative will en-
courage local communi-
ties to take part in solv-
ing the pressing issues of 
food wastage and hunger 
by installing commu-
nity fridges across the 
country. The campaign, 
“Happy Fridge”, by New 
Delhi-based NGO Feed-
ing India (FI) will al-
low anyone to put their 
excess food at the 500 
community fridges in-
stalled at residential and 
commercial spaces.

“Through the commu-
nity fridges, we involve 
residents to re-distribute 
consumable healthy food 
to those in need, thereby 
reducing food wastage 
and creating a dignified 
means. The residents do-
nate good quality food in 
the allotted slots of the 

fridge, which anyone in 
need can take,” Srishti 
Jain, co-founder, FI, said.

So far 47 fridges have 
been installed in residen-
tial complexes, markets 
and RWAs, across 19 cit-
ies including New Delhi, 
Bangalore, Kolkata, Gur-
gaon, Chandigarh, Ludhi-
ana, Ghaziabad, Nagpur, 
Jaipur, Ranchi, Kanpur 
and Patna.

“Each of these fridg-
es can serve 1500-2000 
meals a month. The or-
ganisation has already 
received more than 550 
applications from people 
across India to help setup 
free community fridges,” 
she added.

The servicing and 
repair of the fridge too 
will be taken care of by 
FI and their corporate 
partner team.

Death toll rises to 25 in 
Himachal, more rain predicted
Shimla, Aug 19 (PTI): 
The death toll in Himach-
al Pradesh rose to 25 on 
Monday with three more 
people losing their lives 
due to the rains, which 
the weather office pre-
dicted will continue over 
the next 24 hours.

Heavy rains have 
lashed the state since 
Saturday, causing floods, 
collapsing houses and 
triggering landslides that 
have stranded hundreds 
of people.

The rains have so far 
caused damage adding 
up to Rs 574 crore, ac-
cording to a state govern-
ment spokesperson.

On Monday, the rains 
subsided but officials 
reported three more 
deaths that have taken 
place since Sunday.

Light-to-moderate 
rainfall will occur at 
many places with heavy 
rains expected at iso-
lated places in the state 
over the next 24 hours, 
up to Tuesday morning, 
according to Shimla me-

teorological office di-
rector Manmohan Singh 
said. Over 500 people are 
stranded as several roads 
are blocked by landslides 
and flash floods, officials 
said.

Efforts are on to clear 
the roads and restore 
traffic to move them to 
safer places.

The National Disaster 
Response Force is divert-
ing the water accumu-
lated in Kangra district’s 
Nurpur sub-division by 
digging an alternative 
channel, an official said.

Multiple landslides 
blocked the flow of water 
in streams and formed 
a big artificial lake in 
Khadetar village in the 
sub-division.

Residents of Trindi, 
Danni, Mairka, Lador, 
Thana, Hindorghaat, 
Letri and Jassur villag-
es have been asked to 
vacate their houses and 
move to safer places, the 
official added.

The incessant rainfall 
for two days damaged 

water pipes and hit sup-
plies in Kangra district, 
another official said on 
Monday. He said the wa-
ter supply lines were be-
ing restored but it may 
take two or three days.

In Kullu district, the 
Averi-Bajirbody road and 
the Bajaura-Kataula road 
near Ropa area were 
blocked by landslides.

Several roads re-
mained blocked in Cham-
ba district too.

The Chamba-Pathan-
kot road was blocked at 
Parihar and the Cham-
ba-Chowari road via Jot 
at Bhatalwan Ghar and 
Mathunu.

The Lahru-Sihunta 
road was blocked at 
Lahri Bhatti near Lahru 
and the Lahru-Tunnuhat-
ti road at Barian Gala.

The Kihar-Cham-
ba road was blocked at 
Gharatnala and Rohala 
Nullah near Sundla, the 
Tissa-Chamba road at 
Pangola Nullah, and the 
Chamba-Pangi road at 
Saach Pass.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to 
be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Accident Care
More needs to be done in response 

to accidents and mishaps

Imagine a scenario in which a road mishap, say in re-
mote West Sikkim, leaves a group of people injured 

and in immediate need of medical attention ranging 
from the routine first-aid to specialist interventions. You 
do not even have to stretch your imagination if you have 
been following news on a regular basis and are aware 
of such accidents in different parts of Sikkim. While ac-
cidents cannot be averted with certainty, what can be 
assured is that accident victims receive the required 
medical attention sans red tape and without having to 
bounce through a circuitous route to medical attention. 
But that is invariably what happens. 

Continuing with the scenario outlined earlier, the 
injured will first be rushed to the nearest PHC if they 
are far from the district hospitals. There can be no 
qualms with this since trained medical attention is 
necessary in the early hours to establish the nature 
of injuries. Of course, it would be ideal if the first re-
sponder teams to accident sites included doctors and 
paramedics so that such diagnosis could be made on 
the spot. After this, the injured will be taken to the 
nearest district hospital where they will be checked 
again and then, if required, referred on to STNM Hos-
pital in Gangtok and chances are that from here they 
will be driven onwards to CRH down in Tadong. The 
more complicated cases will then be referred out of 
the State to Siliguri or Delhi.

From the time of the accident to their eventual 
discharge from hospital, the victims (the less injured 
ones) of a road mishap end up spending more time on 
the road, moving from one ‘referral’ to the next, than 
they spend recuperating or coming to grips with their 
trauma and grief. Sikkim’s roads are a punishment 
for even able-bodied passengers, the trauma that 
injured bodies suffer careening from one medical 
inspection to the other should not be wished on 
anyone. The doctor with referral powers at the fi-
nal end of the state is just as capable as the doctor 
who must have attended to the accident victims 
first. Why then, should the power to refer patients 
out of the State not rest with the first doctor itself 
depending on her prognosis. That would cut down 
on travel time substantially, and time is of essence 
in such cases, all will agree. 

There is still more that needs to be done when it 
comes to handling accident trauma cases. Accidents, 
as mentioned, cannot be avoided, but what defeats 
all explanation is the scenario which definitely con-
founds everyone – the level of medical assistance 
available for accident victims in Sikkim. This basic 
facility remains unattained even though by now, 
speciality wings should have been added to district 
hospitals and even Primary Health Centres here at 
least on paper. Given the hilly terrain, poor driving 
etiquette and unreliable roads, every PHC in Sikkim 
should have reasonably advanced infrastructure and 
manpower to attend to accident cases. Tourist desti-
nations in high altitudes [like Nathula and Gurudong-
mar] should have personnel and equipment to attend 
to visitors with high altitude sickness symptoms. 
This facility, one may add here, need not necessarily 
be provided and maintained by the Government and 
could even be sponsored by tourism stakeholders; af-
ter all, it is tourists who develop complications there, 
with the residents mostly acclimatized. Agreed the 
army assists in times of emergencies, but this should 
still be a service that is more accessible and specifi-
cally dedicated to tourist emergencies. These should 
already have been in place, and yet, one stares at a 
reality where in the event of a medical emergency, a 
victim’s fate depends on the presence of mind of the 
people around, the speed at which the referral can be 
typed out and the road worthiness of the ambulance 
which zips the victim from one referral pit-stop to the 
other. Unfortunate…

Let’s teach our children to connect as well as count – 
why schools need more community in the curriculum

Peterloo massacre: how women’s bravery 
helped change British politics forever

SuzaNNe WiLSoN
theconversation.com

We trust schools to steward 
the children of today into the 

adults of tomorrow. They’re certainly 
apt at nurturing our ability to calcu-
late, compete, and cram – but what 
about our capacity to connect? As a 
researcher in community develop-
ment, I worry that we’re spending 
too much time assessing children as 
individuals, and not enough helping 
them to feel part of something much 
more valuable – communities.

Young people are becoming more 
and more disengaged from the envi-
ronment and people that surround 
them. Many spend less time outside 
than prison inmates. Belief that their 
opinions make a difference is low, 
while mistrust in charities, adults 
and world leaders is high. Mental 
health issues are on the rise, with 
children feeling more lonely than any 
other generation.

Cultivating a sense of community, 
be it through litter picks, communi-
ty walks, or helping out in nursing 
homes, can counteract many of these 
problems. Children who take part 
in social action programmes show 
gains in confidence, self esteem and 
self efficacy. They develop greater 
empathy for others, co-operation and 
problem-solving skills, dedication to 
long-term goals, and resilience to set-
backs. They’re also more likely both 

to identify as part of a community 
and engage in social action in the fu-
ture – just as is the case with children 
engaged in charitable giving from a 
young age.

And of course, the wider commu-
nity reaps all kinds of rewards too. 
Community interventions aid mental 
and economic well-being, and can 
have a ripple-out effect, spreading 
social behaviour.
PuttiNg CommuNitY iN the 
CuRRiCuLum

The trouble is that the vast major-
ity of community initiatives available 
to young people, such as the UK’s Na-
tional Citizen Service and the Duke 
of Edinburgh award, are voluntary 
and more likely to attract those who 
are already more community minded. 
And while in the UK the government 
has made some good progress in set-
ting aside time to teach citizenship 
values, the statistics on children’s out-
door play, mental health and loneliness 
clearly show that this is not sufficient.

So how can we better incorporate 
community-focused values into the 
curriculum? With colleagues at the 
University of Central Lancashire, I’ve 
been working on one solution.

As part of our wider Connected 
Communities research project, we 
worked with primary school children 
in a special weekly community group. 
The group encouraged the pupils 
to reflect on their views about their 
community, including where they did 

and didn’t feel safe, and their role in 
strengthening their community. They 
surveyed residents to understand 
their views too, and the connections 
between them.

They also did litter picks, de-
signed posters to promote commu-
nity-based values, and collaborated 
with authorities including the police, 
housing associations, and the local 
council, who adopted a co-written 
children’s charter as policy.
foSteRiNg CommuNitY SuPeR-
heRoeS

Ongoing analysis of interviews 
and focus groups with the children 
and their teachers is showing that the 
group developed more pride in their 
collective identity. Meetings with au-
thority figures cultivated a culture of 
reciprocity. For example, a reduction 
in the number of motorbikes being il-
legally used on public walkways after 
a meeting with a police officer made 
children feel safer and valued, and 
more trusting of the police. 

Both children and teachers felt 
that exchanges like these helped to 
build self-esteem, especially in qui-
eter children, who felt more confi-
dent to ask for help in class. School 
data comparing predicted with ac-
tual progress in English and Maths 
showed that children involved in the 
community project progressed fur-
ther than those not involved.

These preliminary findings were 
based on a small sample and do not 

conclusively establish cause and ef-
fect, but they’re certainly encourag-
ing. The UK government is currently 
looking at new ways to “help young 
people gain the attributes needed for 
active and positive citizenship” – and 
our work suggests that putting more 
community in the school curriculum 
should be seriously considered as 
part of the solution.

We could embed a communi-
ty-based ethos across all subjects. 
For example, a school project that re-
searches people’s views on sports in 
the community could utilise geogra-
phy in mapping sport facilities and 
green spaces in their community, 
maths in compiling local quantita-
tive data, and develop English and 
research skills in report writ-
ing. To foster community values, 
these subject-spanning projects 
should be individually and thought-
fully tailored to the issues that mat-
ter in each locality.

This would obviously require 
more work to adapt the current cur-
riculum than tacking on an extra half-
hour of community-focused learning. 
But if we embrace the challenge, aca-
demic learning can be made not only 
more fun, but also more relevant to 
the real lives of children, both inside 
and outside of school.

[the writer is Research 
Fellow in Social Inclusion and 

Community Engagement, 
University of Central Lancashire]

RoBeRt PooLe
theconversation.com

St. Peter’s Fields in Man-
chester: the year is 1819, 

and a crowd of around 
60,000 peaceful pro-democra-
cy and antipoverty protesters 
have gathered to hear radical 
speaker Henry Hunt call for 
parliamentary reform. What 
should have been a peaceful ap-
peal, ends with an estimated 18 
dead and hundreds injured.

This was a time in Brit-
ain’s history when most 
people didn’t have the vote 
and many regarded the par-
liamentary system – which 
was based on property own-
ership and heavily weighted 
towards the south of England 
– as unrepresentative and 
unfair. Factory workers had 
very few rights and most of 
them worked in appalling 
conditions.

As Hunt began his speech, 
the order was given for him to 
be arrested. After he had given 
himself up and again urged 
the crowd to order, the vol-
unteer Manchester Yeomanry 
Cavalry attacked the platform, 
the flags, and those around 
with sabres, while special 
constables weighed in with 
truncheons. A charge into the 
panicking crowd by the 15th 
Hussars completed the rout.

As well as an attack on 

the working classes, Peter-
loo was also an episode of 
violence against women. Ac-
cording to the historian Mi-
chael Bush, women formed 
perhaps one in eight of the 
crowd, but more than a quar-
ter of those injured. They 
were not only twice as likely 
as men to be injured, but also 
more likely to be injured by 
truncheons and sabres.

This was no accident, for 
female reformers formed 
part of the guard for the flags 
and banners on the platform, 
which were attacked and 
seized by the Manchester 
Yeomanry cavalry as soon 
as Henry Hunt had been 
arrested. But how did the 
women come to be in such 
an exposed position and 
why were they attacked 
without quarter? 

The female reform societ-
ies of Lancashire were a nov-
elty, formed in the summer of 
1819 in the weeks before the 
great Manchester meeting 
of August 16. They were not 
asking for votes for women, 
but they were claiming the 
vote for families, and a say 
in how that vote was cast. 
In an address which was to 
have been presented on the 
platform at Peterloo, The 
Manchester Female Reform-
ers declared that “as wives, 
mothers, daughters, in their 

social, domestic, moral ca-
pacities, they come forward 
in support of the sacred 
cause of liberty”.

They were there support-
ing their husbands, fathers 
and sons in the struggle for 
a radical reform of parlia-
ment. They took care to be 
feminine, but not what we 
would call feminists, yet they 
stretched the boundaries of 
femininity to breaking point 
and, in the eyes of government 
loyalists, renounced their right 
to special treatment.

More provocative still, 
parties of female reform-
ers on reforming platforms 
presented flags and caps of 
liberty to the male reform 
leaders. The cap of liberty 
had been the symbol of rev-
olution in France, but on the 
Manchester Reformers’ flag 
it was carried by the figure 
of Britannia, as shown on En-
glish coinage until the 1790s.

This ceremony took the 
patriotic ritual of women 
presenting colours to mili-
tary regiments and adapted 
it to radical ends. The Man-
chester Female Reformers 
planned to proclaim:

“May our flag never be 
unfurled but in the cause 
of peace and reform, and 
then may a female’s curse 
pursue the coward who 
deserts the standard.”

At previous meetings, the 
authorities had been unable 
to capture the radical co-
lours and had suffered some 
humiliating rebuffs. The vol-
unteer Yeomanry at Man-
chester were determined to 
reverse these defeats. When 
he heard the women would 
be on the platform again at 
Manchester, the Bolton mag-
istrate and spymaster Colo-
nel Fletcher wrote privately 
that such meetings “ought to 
be suppressed, even though 
in such suppression, a vigour 
beyond the strict letter of the 
law may be used in so doing”. 
With Fletcher looking on, 
this was exactly what hap-
pened at Peterloo.
‘WomeN BeateN to 
THe GrOUND By TrUN-
CheoNS’

Mary Fildes, president of 
the Manchester Female Re-
formers, is depicted in prints 
waving a radical flag from the 
front of the platform as the 
troops attack. She guarded 
her flag until the last min-
ute, then jumped from the 
platform, catching her white 
dress on a nail and being cut 
by a sabre as she struggled to 
get free. 

As she ran, she was beat-
en to the ground by a special 
constable who seized her em-
broidered handkerchief-flag, 
and then dodged another 

sabre blow and escaped into 
hiding for the next fortnight – 
although badly wounded she 
survived and continued to 
campaign for the vote.

Others were arrested 
in her stead and detained 
for days without trial in 
wretched conditions. One of 
them, Elizabeth Gaunt, suf-
fered a miscarriage after-
wards – her unborn child is 
listed as one of the victims 
of Peterloo on the new me-
morial in Manchester.

George Cruikshank’s 
famous graphic images of 
troops attacking defenceless 
women and children formed 
the enduring image of Peter-
loo in the public mind. After 
this propaganda disaster, 
next time round, in 1832, the 
government dared not risk 
sending in troops against un-
armed crowds of reformers 
gathered in cities such as Bir-
mingham, Manchester and 
Leeds. The House of Lords 
backed down at the third 
time of asking and the Great 
Reform Act was passed.

Behind Britain’s famous 
long history of gradual re-
form lay the shock of Peter-
loo. And behind the granting 
of the franchise to more men 
lay the bravery of women.

[the writer is Professor 
of History, University of 

Central Lancashire]
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Parts of WB celebrate august 

18 as ‘India Inclusion Day’

Malda (West Bengal), 
Aug 19 (PTI): Like in the 
past, parts of West Ben-
gal bordering Bangla-
desh celebrated August 
18 as “Bharat Bhukti Di-
bas” or “India Inclusion 
Day”, to hail rectification 
of the “Radcliffe Line” 
that had awarded parts 
of undivided Bengal to 
India three days after 
they were added in East 
Bengal province of Paki-
stan on August 15, 1947.

Sir Cyril Radcliffe 
had awarded large parts 
of Malda, Murshidabad, 
Nadia, 24 Parganas and 
Dinajpur districts to 
East Bengal.

According to docu-
mented history of the 
partition, Pakistan 
flags were unfurled 
by Muslim League 
supporters in English 
Bazar, Murshidabad, 
Ranaghat and other ar-

eas of the new frontier.
However, three days 

later, the Radcliffe Line 
was modified following 
protests at several Hin-
du-majority areas that 
fell in Pakistan.

While Malda, Nadia 
and Dinajpur districts 
were bifurcated and 
awarded to both the 
countries, Murshidabad 
was returned in entirety 
to India.

Bongaon subdivision 
of Pakistan’s Jessore dis-
trict was merged with 24 
Parganas.

While Radcliffe had 
awarded all the 16 po-
lice station areas of the 
Malda district to East 
Pakistan on August 15, 
1947, three days later, 
11 of them were re-
turned to India.

The then District 
Magistrate of Malda, 
Ashok Sen had hoisted 

the Indian national flag 
in Malda district ad-
ministrative building 
on August 18, 1947, 
marking inclusion of 
the western part of the 
district into India.

Continuing with the 
tradition, English Bazar 
municipal councillor Am-
lan Bhaduri unfurled the 
national flag on Sunday 
(August 18) in Fulbari 
area of the Malda district 
headquarters to cele-
brate the occasion.

“We celebrate the 
‘Bharat Bhukti Dibas’ ev-
ery year in Fulbari’s Ba-
bupara locality. We make 
it a point to include the 
elderly, who witnessed 
partition, into the pro-
gramme besides encour-
aging youngsters to be 
part of it so that they are 
aware of their past,” or-
ganiser Devdeep Dutta 
said Monday.

human rights have been totally 
violated in Kashmir: Mamata

Kolkata, Aug 19 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Monday asserted 
that human rights have 
been “totally violated” 
in Kashmir and urged 
people to pray for peace 
in the Valley.

Banerjee, on the oc-
casion of World Human-
itarian Day, said she had 
once taken to the streets 

to protest against human 
rights violations.

“Today is World Hu-
manitarian Day. Human 
rights have been totally 
violated in #Kashmir. Let 
us pray for human rights 
and peace in #Kashmir.

“Human rights is a 
subject very close to my 
heart. In 1995, I was on 
the road for 21 days to 
protect human rights vi-

olations against deaths in 
lock-ups,” the CM tweet-
ed. The BJP-led central 
government has recent-
ly revoked provisions 
of Article 370 that gave 
special status to Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K) and 
bifurcated the state into 
union territories - Jam-
mu and Kashmir with a 
legislature and Ladakh 
without one.

Jaishankar to visit Nepal to participate 
in Nepal-india Joint Commission

Mamata calls UP scribe, 
brother killing ‘unacceptable’

Nepalese 
govt officers 
undergo 
training prog 
organised 
by India on 
countering 
terror 
financing
SHIrISH B PrADHAN
Kathmandu, Aug 19 
(PTI): As many as 20 
Nepalese government 
officers are undergoing 
a six-day training pro-
gramme, organised by 
India, on anti money 
laundering and counter-
ing terror financing, the 
Indian embassy here said 
on Monday.

The training is fully 
supported by the Indi-
an government under 
the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation 
Programme.

“On the request of 
the Nepal government, 
a customised six-day 
training course on ‘Anti 
Money Laundering and 
Countering Financing of 
Terrorism’ for 20 officers 
from various govern-
ment agencies started on 
August 19 at the National 
Academy of Customs, In-
direct taxes and Narcot-
ics (NACIN) in Faridabad, 
India,” the embassy said 
in a press statement.

A total of 60 officers 
from various regulatory 
agencies in Nepal will be 
trained under the latest 
initiative.

Two batches of 20 of-
ficers each will be trained 
at the NACIN in October 
and December.

The initiative is likely 
to enhance the capaci-
ties of agencies of Nepal 
on matters pertaining to 
anti money laundering 
and countering terror 
financing, the statement 
said, adding that the 
move is another example 
of India’s “commitment 
to support the capacity 
development of Nepali 
officers”.

Nepal has tradition-
ally been used as a tran-
sit route for fake Indian 
currency smuggling from 
Pakistan given its porous 
international border 
with India.

India has from time 
to time drawn the atten-
tion of the Nepal gov-
ernment over the grow-
ing fake Indian currency 
racket being carried out 
in the Nepalese territo-
ry and asked the Nepal-
ese authorities for tak-
ing stringent actions to 
curb such activities.

Sovan joining the party may hamper 
anti-corruption crusade: Bengal BJP

Kolkata, Aug 19 (PTI): A 
section of the BJP in West 
Bengal is apprehensive 
that the party’s anti-cor-
ruption crusade may take 
a beating ahead of the 
next assembly election in 
the state following TMC 
leader and Narada scam 
accused, Sovan Chatter-
jee joining it.

Although a section of 
the state BJP leaders had 
heaped praise on Chat-
terjee for his organisa-
tional skills, they were 
apprehensive about the 
role he would have in 
the party.

Chatterjee, a four 
time MLA of TMC and 
two time mayor of Kolk-
ata Municipal Corpora-
tion besides being a min-
ister, had switched over 
to BJP on August 14.

“The induction of 
Sovan Chatterjee in BJP 
may have more adverse 
effect than do good to the 
party as it will blunt our 
anti-corruption crusade 
against the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government. He is 
one of the accused in the 
Narada scam. The scam 
has been one of our poll 
planks in the Lok Sabha 
polls,” said a senior state 
BJP leader, who did not 
want to be named.

Chatterjee, who was 
a close lieutenant of Ba-
nerjee, had been asked 
by her to resign from his 

post as both minister and 
mayor in November last 
year following problems 
in his personal life. Since 
then he had taken sab-
batical from politics and 
his joining BJP had taken 
TMC by surprise.

“It is true that we 
need to send out a mes-
sage that TMC leadership 
is slowly but steadily los-
ing ground in Bengal.

So there has to be ex-
odus of TMC leaders to 
BJP. But at the same time 
the party should be care-
ful before taking a call on 
leaders, who have cor-
ruption charges against 
them,” said another state 
BJP leader.

The BJP has made 
deep inroads in Bengal in 
the last Lok Sabha polls 
as it won 18 of the 42 Lok 
Sabha seats in the state.

According to state BJP 

sources, the party faced 
repeated embarrassment 
over TMC councillors 
who joined it post Lok 
Sabha elections but re-
verted to their original 
party within a month. It 
had also not gone down 
well with the party cen-
tral leadership.

Following it, the 
wings of senior BJP 
leader Mukul Roy, who 
had engineered the de-
fections from TMC, was 
clipped and a commit-
tee was formed with 
state BJP president Dilip 
Ghosh at the helm to look 
into the joining of leaders 
from other parties.

Chatterjee’s joining 
BJP took place only after 
Ghosh gave the go ahead, 
BJP sources said.

When asked to com-
ment on allegations of 
corruption against Chat-

terjee, Ghosh said those 
have not been proved.

“Allegations against 
him (Chatterjee) are not 
proved. If it is proved 
then the party will take a 
call accordingly.

And you must re-
member one thing - TMC 
is a party which supports 
corruption and BJP fights 
corruption,” Ghosh said.

Opposition CPI(M) 
and Congress have al-
leged that Chatterjee has 
switched to BJP to evade 
CBI in Narada scam.

The allegation has 
been denied by both 
Chatterjee and BJP.

“My joining the BJP 
has nothing to do with 
the investigation in the 
Narada scam. I have 
joined BJP as I am disil-
lusioned with the func-
tioning of TMC,” Chat-
terjee said.

SHIrISH B PrADHAN
Kathmandu, Aug 19 (PTI): Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar is scheduled to visit Nepal this 
week to participate in the fifth 
meeting of the Nepal-India Joint 
Commission to review the overall 
state of bilateral relations.

The meeting is taking place in 
Kathmandu from August 21 to 22, 
a statement issued by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Nepal has said.

Jaishankar will co-chair the 
meeting along with his Nepal-

ese counterpart Pradeep Ku-
mar Gyawali.

The joint meeting will review 
“the overall state of bilateral rela-
tions, and various areas of coop-
eration such as connectivity and 
economic partnership, trade and 
transit, power and water resourc-
es sectors, culture, education and 
other matters of mutual interest”, 
the statement said.

Established in 1987, the Ne-
pal-India Joint Commission’s 
meetings are being held alter-

nately in Nepal and India. The last 
meeting of the Commission was 
held in New Delhi in October 2016.

During the visit, Jaishankar will 
pay courtesy calls on President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari and Prime 
Minister K P Oli.

Gyawali will host a dinner in 
honour of the External Affairs Min-
ister of India, the statement said.

Jaishankar is scheduled to ar-
rive in Kathmandu on August 21 
and will return home on August 
22, the statement said.

Kolkata, Aug 19 (PTI): 
Terming the killing of a 
journalist working for a 
Hindi daily and his broth-
er in Uttar Pradesh’s Sa-
haranpur as “unaccept-
able”, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Monday expressed 
her “shock” and grief 
over the incident.

She extended her con-
dolences to the family 
members of the two de-
ceased and the team of the 

Hindi newspaper for which 
the journalist was working.

“I am shocked and 
saddened to hear about 
the killing of young jour-
nalist Ashish Janwani 
and his brother in Uttar 
Pradesh. Unacceptable. 
My condolences to the 
grieving family and the 
Dainik Jagran team,” Ba-
nerjee tweeted.

Janwani and his 
brother were shot dead 
allegedly by liquor mafia 

in Uttar Pradesh on Sun-
day. The journalist had 
allegedly been threat-
ened by the liquor mafia 
on several occasions in 
the past.

While Janwani’s 
brother died on the spot, 
he succumbed to his in-
juries. Following the 
incident, the UP police 
have detained several 
people for questioning 
in connection with the 
incident.
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Sri Lanka 
names 
controversial 
field 
commander 
as Army chief
Colombo, Aug 19 (PTI): 
A controversial Sri Lank-
an field commander, ac-
cused of grave human 
rights abuses during the 
country’s 26-year civil 
war, has been appoint-
ed the new Army Com-
mander, the President’s 
office announced Mon-
day. Lt Gen Shavendra 
Silva, 55, will take charge 
as incumbent Army chief 
Lt Gen Mahesh Senan-
ayake’s service was not 
extended. President Mai-
thripala Sirisena’s office 
announced that Lt Gen 
Shavendra Silva has been 
named as the new army 
commander.

Silva headed the Ar-
my’s 58th Division in the 
final battle against the 
Liberation Tigers of Tam-
il Eelam (LTTE) rebels in 
the final stages of the civil 
war in 2009. His brigade 
was accused of attacking ci-
vilians, hospitals and stop-
ping humanitarian supplies 
to trapped Tamil civilians.

Silva’s name was men-
tioned in the resolution 
passed by the UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) 
in 2013, alleging rights 
abuses by the Sri Lank-
an Army. The Sri Lanka 
Army has denied the al-
leged rights abuses.

Critics say Silva’s ap-
pointment as the Army 
chief may strain Sri Lan-
ka’s cooperation in UN 
Peacekeeping operations 
and the defence coopera-
tion between the US and 
Sri Lanka.

After the brutal civil 
war ended, Silva served 
in New York as Sri Lan-
ka’s Deputy Permanent 
Representative at the 
UN Mission. According 
to a United Nations 
report, some 45,000 
Tamil civilians were 
killed in the last months 
of the war alone.

The United Nations 
and human rights groups 
have urged the Sri Lank-
an government to estab-
lish a war crimes tribunal 
to investigate the allega-
tions of crimes against 
humanity, both by the 
military and the Tamil 
militant groups.

Successive Sri Lank-
an governments have 
resisted attempts to 
establish an interna-
tional probe, saying it 
is an internal issue of 
the island nation.

‘equality has to be more than words’: 
London City Lionesses go it alone

SuzaNNe WRaCK
theGuardian
“We want to show people 
that the time is now right 
that a women’s foot-
ball club can be a wom-
en’s football club and it 
doesn’t have to be – and I 
use this term whether it’s 
politically correct or not 
– the annoying sister of 
a men’s club. If you speak 
to about 80% of clubs out 
there, they’re not hap-
py with the relationship 
with the men’s team.”

Chris Phillips, the 
manager, is speaking 
about the London City 
Lionesses, a new club 
formed from the decision 
of the Millwall Lionesses 
board to split away from 
Millwall and go it alone 
at the end of last season, 
details of which have 
been a closely guarded 
secret. In recent years a 
host of women’s teams 
have buckled under the 
financial pressures of 
trying to maintain full-
time professionalism. 
Millwall Lionesses were 
one such team – on the 
brink of bankruptcy in 
April 2018 and crowd-
funding for support. Only 
some late investment sal-
vaged their season.

That investment can 
now be revealed as hav-
ing come from SETL, a 
London-based financial 
technology company 
that builds and deploys 
settlement and payment 
systems based on block-
chain technology. It is the 
continuing sponsorship 

of SETL and commit-
ment of its co-founder 
and chief engineer, An-
thony Culligan, and his 
wife, Diane, who is chair 
of the London City Lion-
esses, that is driving and 
sustaining the club in its 
new form.

There is some irony 
to how guarded their fi-
nancial support for the 
club has been, given that 
blockchain is by its na-
ture transparent. While 
the company has not had 
the most stable of recent 
pasts – which adds cause 
for caution – its invest-
ment is significant. Every 

player is full-time and 
they have a Nike cus-
tom kit, psychologists 
and nutritionists. Triple 
S communications, who 
work with Toni Duggan, 
Wayne Rooney and Ga-
reth Southgate among 
others, run their media 
operations and private 
medical care.

There is lots of talk of 
doing things differently 
but the board are clear 
that they also want to do 
things properly and they 
stress they are “acutely 
aware of the issues ex-
perienced by other clubs 
historically but have an 

experienced administra-
tive team who are pro-
viding the appropriate 
strategic guidance”. They 
include the former Lew-
es FC general manager 
Jack Heaselden.

“It’s all well and good 
for people to bang on 
about equality but it has 
to be more than words,” 
says Phillips. “Little 
things like giving all the 
girls private medical 
care. I can’t have a player 
who’s injured and wait-
ing six months on the 
NHS to receive an MRI 
scan and then another 
six months for surgery, 

then we’ve lost a player 
for a year there. “We’ve 
worked hard to take out 
special policies to make 
sure we get immediate 
MRIs, immediate sur-
geries, but it is the right 
thing to do. We can’t 
keep banging on about 
equality for women’s 
football without putting 
our money where our 
mouths are.”

Private medical care 
is something Phillips 
feels should be an FA 
requirement. “The FA 
should go out and ne-
gotiate a deal for all the 
clubs,” he says. “There’s 

23 teams across the 
Women’s Super League and 
Championship. If the FA was 
to go and maybe negotiate 
a deal I think a) they’d get it 
at a better price and b) every 
single player would then be 
looked after.”

With the top tiers of 
the women’s pyramid 
slowly moving towards 
being a mirror of the 
men’s with every WSL 
team affiliated to a men’s 
club, the move by London 
City Lionesses perhaps 
offers a new way of do-
ing things. But it is only a 
new way of doing things 
in England. In the US 

and Europe, with clubs 
like Turbine Potsdam, it 
is much more common-
place to have standalone 
women’s clubs. There are 
models that London City 
Lionesses can draw on.

“With it being the 
first club to be fully sep-
arate is pretty unique,” 
says the full-back Leanne 
Cowan. “There is an at-
traction for sponsors 
who can work with a 
team that are going out 
on their own and show-
ing women we can do it 
and we don’t need the 
male set-up there as well.

“It is very empower-
ing and certain brands 
will want to latch on to 
that and work with us to 
promote that because we 
live in a society nowadays 
that is all about empower-
ing women and equality.” 
For the midfielder Liz Eju-
pi there is a pressure to fly 
the flag for the new mod-
el on the pitch. “All of this 
talk, growing up, we only 
wanted to see the game be 
bigger and better,” she says. 
Now we’re wearing a badge 
that represents that.”

If it did affect them, it 
did not show. A header 
from Grace Neville eight 
minutes into their sea-
son opener against Lon-
don Bees was added to 
by Lucy Fitzgerald in the 
second half – three points 
secured comfortably and 
a feeling that they are 
a far cry from the team 
that, in its previous form, 
picked up five points in 
the 2018-19 season.

mandatory neck guards ‘not far away’ after Smith felled by archer
Sydney, Aug 19 (AFP): Compulsory neck 
guards on helmets for Australian cricketers 
are “not far away”, the national team’s medical 
chief said Monday after a sickening blow felled 
Steve Smith during the second Ashes Test.

Australia have been at the forefront of 
pressing for better safety measures after the 
death of Phillip Hughes, who was hit on the 
base of the skull by a bouncer in a Sheffield 
Shield game in 2014.

Following an independent investigation 
into the tragedy, Cricket Australia intro-
duced new rules for concussion substitutes 
in domestic games.

These have now been adopted by the In-
ternational Cricket Council and were used 
for the first time when Smith was replaced 
by Marnus Labuschagne on Sunday against 
England at Lord’s after medics ruled him un-
fit to carry on.

The inquest into Hughes’ death also rec-
ommended first-class players in Australia 
wear helmets made to British safety stan-
dards while batting against medium pace or 
fast bowling.

That included the use of specially de-
signed neck guards, known as StemGuards.

But they are not compulsory and Smith, 
who collapsed to the ground face first after 
the vicious ball from Jofra Archer smacked 

into the side of his neck, in scenes remi-
niscent of the Hughes incident, was not 
wearing one.

He said afterwards they made him 
claustrophobic and uncomfortable.

Cricket Australia’s sports science and 
sports medicine chief Alex Kountouris said 
it was only a matter of time before they be-
came mandatory, revealing the International 
Cricket Council, Cricket Australia, the England 
and Wales Cricket Board, and helmet manu-
facturers recently completed a major review.
- AUSTrAlIAN DOCTOr ‘THOrOUGH’ -

“Helmet manufacturers did the right 
thing and came out with products (after 
Hughes’ death). There was no real knowl-
edge of the mechanism, what exactly they 
were trying to protect or stuff like that,” 
Kountouris told the Sydney Morning Herald.

“But since that time we have done a lot 
of research. We actually have a pretty good 
understanding of that now.” Now there was 
agreement on what the standard should 
look like, including the size and area that 
needs to be covered and the force properties 
it should have.

Kountouris said it would take about six 
months for manufacturers to complete the 
upgraded product, which then would be tri-
alled by players. “Obviously, at some point, 

we want to make it a requirement to wear 
but we want to make sure we have the right 
products -- we haven’t seen what the prod-
ucts are at the moment,” he said.

“When we get to that point, I think we’ll 
be comfortable to say: ‘Let’s make it a re-
quirement’. There is still a little time to go 
but we are not far away.”

Peter Brukner, the former doctor of the 
Australian team from 2012-2017, said he 
was astonished that some top players still 
don’t wear neck guards.

“I think it should be (mandatory),” he 
told The Australian newspaper.

Smith, by far Australia’s best bastman, 
is now facing a race against the clock to be 
passed fit for the third Test at Headingley 
later this week.

While Australia captain Tim Paine said it 
would be “tough to stop Smithy walking out” 
for the match, the decision is ultimately up 
to team doctor Richard Saw.

Kountouris said at a press conference 
Monday he was “100 percent happy” with 
how Saw had handled the situation so far.

“Our doctor is an expert in his field, 
he’s trained to pick up even the minor 
signs of concussion,” he said. “Everything 
he did was according to the protocol, he 
was very thorough.

Divyang 
mountaineer 
scales Mount 
Elbrus
Akola, Aug 18 (PTI): A 
22-year-old Divyang (dif-
ferently- abled) moun-
taineer, Dhiraj Kalsait, 
from Akola in Maha-
rashtra has successfully 
scaled Mount Elbrus in 
Russia on August 16.

Mount Elbrus is the 
highest peak in Europe 
though the Caucasus 
mountains are at the in-
tersection of Europe and 
Asia.

Kalsait had climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro in 
South Africa in the past.

He started his climb 
on the night of August 15 
and reached the summit 
at 8.30 am the next day.

The climber, who 
had lost his leg in an ac-
cident, is now aiming to 
scale Mount Everest, the 
world’s largest peak.

Junior women boxers claim 
12 medals at Serbian tourney

The US team’s dispute over pay is a fight for women all over the world 
theGuardian
When discussing the break-
down in pay and compen-
sation talks between US 
Soccer and the US Women’s 
National Team, the present-
er on ABC’s Good Morning 
America said to Megan 
Rapinoe and Christen 
Press: “What if you lose? 
Do you have a plan?” Quick 
as a flash, Press quipped: 
“I think you’re asking the 
wrong people ‘what if we 
lose?’” Boom. Dropped mic. 
Prior to that, Press had said 
their equal pay talks were 
“actually about women 
everywhere being treated 
respectfully in the work-
place”, later adding: “When 
we show up to a game 
that we get compensated 
the same way that a man 
would for showing up to 
the same game because on 

this issue, there is no social 
equality for women with-
out financial equality.” It is 
hard to overstate the im-
portance of them broad-
ening the conversation. 
Of seeing the benefits 
of their battle to every 
woman in any and every 
workplace. It is no acci-
dent that the clip of their 
segment on the flagship 
morning show has gone 
viral, because it speaks to 
women – young, old, rich, 
poor – in the same way 
it did me, by saying that 
regardless of circum-
stance, you have a right 
to be working in an eq-
uitable environment and 
you have the power to do 
something about it.

The way the team 
has collectively organ-
ised and operated is also 

acting as a blueprint 
for women footballers 
across the globe. The 
USWNT may have the 
leverage others do not 
– four World Cups and a 
team generating greater 
revenue than the men’s 
equivalent – but the very 
fact that, despite those 
things, they are still hav-
ing to battle shows that 
this is an ideological 
war, not one based on 
the arguments used by 
the “when they bring in 
as much as the men they 
can be paid the same” 
brigade. Exposing that 
myth is important be-
cause it proves that this 
is not about money, and 
if other federations chose 
to take a stand on gen-
der inequality, regard-
less of who generates 

what, they could. We are 
somewhat used to the 
take-no-shit swagger of 
Rapinoe (and she’s very 
likeable, as far am I’m 
concerned) but on GMA 
was a more measured 
and serious co-captain. 
The team have been very 
open about where the 
conversation needs to 
start – “We won’t accept 
anything less than equal 
pay,” Rapinoe reiterated, 
before adding: “People 
in general are very sup-
portive. In 2019 I don’t 
think equal pay is a very 
novel idea. I think people 
see how successful we’ve 
been and I think that 
they think we should be 
compensated for that.”

This highlights exactly 
where US Soccer is losing 
the battle. Because while 

football is not removed 
from society and very much 
reflects the attitudes within 
it, the views it is choosing to 
reflect by standing firm in 
this fight are the views of a 
fast-shrinking and increas-
ingly sidelined minority. 
The governing body has 
the power to progressively 
influence things; instead it 
is not just lagging behind 
but actively attempting to 
shackle the sport to one of 
the most outdated, conser-
vative and divisive employ-
ment practices there is.

In an attempt to coun-
teract the momentum be-
hind the USWNT, the USSF 
president, Carlos Cordeiro 
(a former Goldman Sachs 
executive of 25 years), 
published an open letter, 
which subsequently, and 
spectacularly, backfired.    

New Delhi, Aug 19 (PTI): 
India’s junior women 
boxers clinched 12 med-
als, including four gold, 
at the third Nation’s Cup 
in Vrbas, Serbia. The 
team won four gold, four 
silver and four bronze 
medals and claimed the 
runners-up trophy.

Tamanna (48kg), 
Ambeshori Devi (57kg), 
Preeti Dahiya (60kg) Pri-
yanka (66kg) notched up 
the gold medals.

Tamanna was ad-
judged Best Foreign Box-
er. She blanked Russia’s 
Alena Tremasova 5-0 
in the final, the Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI) 
said in a statement.

Manipur’s Ambeshori 
and Haryana’s Dahiya 
continued their fine runs 
from the Black Forest 
Cup in June to secure 
hard-fought 3-2 wins 

over Sweden’s Duna Sipel 
and Ukraine’s Kristina 
Kartavtseva respectively.

Haryana’s Priyanka 
secured a commanding 
5-0 win over Russia’s 
Olga Petrashko.

In 50kg, Karnataka’s 
Anju Devi settled for a 
silver along with Maha-
rashtra’s Simran Verma 
(52kg), Haryana’s Man-
shi Dalal (75kg) and 
Punjab’s Tanishbir Kaur 
Sandhu (80kg).

Goa’s Aashreya Naik 
(63kg), Neha (54kg), 
Khushi (70kg) and Alfi-
ya Akram Khan Pathan 
(+80kg) picked up 
bronze medals after los-
ing their respective semi-
final bouts.

Over 160 boxers from 
20 countries participat-
ed in this tournament, 
for which India sent a 
13-member squad.

Tiger shoots par but won’t get 
to defend Tour Championship

Washington, Aug 19 
(AFP): A season that 
saw Tiger Woods cap-
ture his 15th major title 
by winning the Masters 
came to a close Sunday 
for the 43-year-old star 
at the PGA BMW Cham-
pionship. Woods fired a 
final-round par 72 over 
the same Medinah course 
where he won the 1999 
and 2006 PGA Champi-
onships to finish 72 holes 
on seven-under 281.

It means Woods 
won’t qualify to defend 
his title at next week’s 
season-ending US PGA 
Tour Championship at 
East Lake in Atlanta.

“It was a little bit 
frustrating,” Woods said.

“Didn’t have the short 
game I needed to make 
a run.” The result left 

Woods beyond 40th in 
the US PGA season play-
off points standings with 
only the top 30 advanc-
ing to next week’s sea-
son-ending Tour Cham-
pionship in Atlanta.

“Some of the tour-
naments I didn’t play 
as well as I wanted to,” 
Woods said. “But I’ve got 
the green jacket.”

Sixth-ranked Woods, 
chasing the all-time record 
18 majors won by Jack 
Nicklaus, has won 81 PGA 
titles, one shy of matching 
Sam Snead’s career record.

Woods snapped a six-
year win drought by cap-
turing last year’s Tour 
Championship, showing 
he was back on form af-
ter spinal fusion surgery 
that Woods feared might 
end his career.  
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Afghanistan 
vows to 
crush 
Islamic 
State havens 
after attack
Kabul, Aug 19 (AP): Af-
ghanistan’s president is 
vowing to eliminate all 
safe havens of the Islamic 
State group as the coun-
try marks a subdued 
100th Independence Day 
after a horrific wedding 
attack claimed by the lo-
cal IS affiliate.

President Ashraf 
Ghani’s comments Mon-
day come as Afghanistan 
mourns at least 63 peo-
ple killed in the Kabul 
bombing.

Many outraged Af-
ghans ask whether an ap-
proaching deal between 
the United States and 
the Taliban to end nearly 
18 years of fighting will 
bring peace to long-suf-
fering civilians.

A sharply worded 
Taliban statement ques-
tions why the US failed to 
identify the attackers in 
advance.

Another Taliban 
statement marking inde-
pendence says to “leave 
Afghanistan to the Af-
ghans.”  The US envoy 
in talks with the Taliban 
says the peace process 
should be accelerated to 
help Afghanistan defeat 
the IS affiliate.

Bashir trial opens as Sudan 
sovereign council delayed

Khartoum, Aug 19 
(AFP): Sudan’s deposed 
military leader Omar 
al-Bashir, who ruled the 
country for 30 years, ar-
rived in court Monday in 
Khartoum for the start 
of his trial on corruption 
charges. The trial comes 
as a sovereign council 
was being formed, follow-
ing Saturday’s signing of a 
transitional constitution 
by protest leaders and 
the generals who took 
over after Bashir’s ouster 
was hailed at home and 
abroad as a major land-
mark.

The 75-year-old, 
whose Islamist military 
regime ruled Sudan for 
30 years, was forced 
from power on April 11, 
after months of nation-
wide protests.

The jailed Bashir first 
appeared before a pros-
ecutor on June 16 and 
was informed he faced 
charges of “possessing 
foreign currency, corrup-
tion and receiving gifts 
illegally”.

An AFP reporter 
outside the Judicial and 
Legal Science Institute 
where the trial is tak-
ing place Monday said 
Bashir arrived in a huge 
military convoy.

In April, Sudan’s tran-
sitional army ruler Gen-
eral Abdel Fattah al-Bur-
han said more than 
113 million worth of 
cash in three currencies 
had been seized from 
Bashir’s residence.

In May, the prose-
cutor general also said 
Bashir had been charged 
over killings during the 
anti-regime protests 
which eventually led to 
his ouster.

London-based rights 
watchdog has warned 
however that the cor-
ruption trial should not 
distract from the heavi-

er indictments that have 
been filed against him 
by The Hague-based 
International Criminal 
Court (ICC).

“While this trial is 
a positive step towards 
accountability for some 
of his alleged crimes, he 
remains wanted for hei-
nous crimes committed 
against the Sudanese 
people,” Amnesty said.

Bashir faces charges 
of war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and 
genocide at the ICC for 
his role in the war in 
Darfur, where a rebellion 
erupted in 2003.

The United Nations 
says the conflict has left 
more than 300,000 peo-
ple dead and 2.5 million 
displaced, with hundreds 
of thousands still living 
in camps more than a de-
cade and a half later.

Amnesty urged the 
country’s new transi-
tional institutions to rati-
fy the ICC’s Rome Statute, 

a move that would allow 
for his transfer to the in-
ternational tribunal.

The ICC has for 
years demanded that 
Bashir stand trial, and 
has renewed its call 
since his fall.

The head of Bashir’s 
defence team, Ahmed 
Ibrahim al-Tahir, said 
in July that the ousted 
leader’s trial had no 
“political background”.

“It is an absolute 
criminal case with a 
baseless accusation.” It 
was the sudden tripling 
of bread prices in De-
cember that sparked 
the mushrooming pro-
tests which led to the 
toppling of Bashir by the 
army in April.

The trial comes as 
the composition of the 
joint civilian and mili-
tary sovereign council 
that will steer the coun-
try of 40 million through 
a 39-month transition 
was due to be unveiled 

on Monday. The line-up 
had been expected to be 
announced on Sunday 
but it was delayed after 
one of the five nominees 
put forward by the op-
position alliance repre-
senting protest leaders 
turned down the job.

The ruling sovereign 
council will be composed 
of 11 members including 
six civilians and five from 
the military.

It will be headed by 
a general for the first 21 
months and by a civil-
ian for the remaining 18 
months.

The council will over-
see the formation of a 
transitional civilian ad-
ministration including 
a cabinet and a legisla-
tive body.

The transition’s key 
documents were signed 
on Saturday at a ceremo-
ny attended by a host of 
foreign dignitaries, sig-
nalling that Sudan could 
be on its way to shed-

ding the pariah status 
the Darfur atrocities and 
Bashir’s international 
arrest warrant had con-
ferred on it.

Amidst the euphoria 
celebrating the promise 
of civilian rule, unease 
was palpable however 
within the protest camp 
that brought about one of 
the most crucial changes in 
Sudan’s modern history.

One of its main caus-
es is the omnipresence in 
the transition of General 
Mohamed Hamdan Da-
glo, a paramilitary com-
mander and one of the 
signatories of the docu-
ments, whose forces are 
blamed for the deadly re-
pression of the protests.

And it remains un-
clear how the transition-
al institutions will tackle 
the daunting task of pac-
ifying a country plagued 
by several conflicts, in-
cluding in the regions 
of Darfur, Kordofan and 
Blue Nile.

Dozens wounded as series of 
blasts rock eastern Afghan city

Jaishankar to visit Nepal to participate 
in Nepal-India Joint Commission

Pakistan summons india’s deputy 
High Commissioner for 4th time 

over ‘ceasefire violations’

uS economists expect recession 
in 2020 or 2021: survey

Washington, Aug 19 
(AFP): A majority of 
economists expect a US 
recession in the next two 
years, but have pushed 
back the onset amid 
Federal Reserve actions, 
according to a survey re-
leased Monday.

The survey came 
out after President Don-
ald Trump pushed back 
against talk of a looming 
recession as a raft of US 
data reports last week 
showed a mixed picture 
on the economy.

“I’m prepared for ev-
erything. I don’t think 
we’re having a recession. 
We’re doing tremen-
dously well. Our consum-
ers are rich,” Trump told 
reporters Sunday.

“I gave a tremen-
dous tax cut, and they’re 
loaded up with money. 
They’re buying. I saw the 
Wal-Mart numbers, they 
were through the roof,” 
he said.

“And most econo-
mists actually say that 
we’re not going to have 
a recession. But the rest 
of the world is not doing 
well like we’re doing.” 

His chief economic 
advisor Larry Kudlow 
also downplayed talk of a 
recession.

“I sure don’t see a re-
cession,” he told NBC’s 
Meet the Press.

“Consumers are 

working at higher wag-
es. They are spending at 
a rapid pace. They’re ac-
tually saving also while 
they’re spending... So I 
think actually the second 
half, the economy’s going 
to be very good in 2019,” 
he said.

“We’re doing pretty 
darn well in my judg-
ment. Let’s not be afraid 
of optimism.” The Na-
tional Association for 
Business Economists 
(NABE) found far fewer 
experts now think the 
next recession will start 
this year compared to a 
survey in February.

NABE conducted its 
policy poll as Trump put 
the Fed under constant 
attack, demanding more 
stimulus, but before 
the central bank cut the 
benchmark lending rate 
on July 31.

However, the Fed was 
already sending strong 
signals that it intended 
to pull back on the rate 
increases made in 2018 
due to concerns starting 
to dog the economic out-
look, including the trade 
war with China.

“Survey respondents 
indicate that the expan-
sion will be extended by 
the shift in monetary pol-
icy,” said NABE president 
Constance Hunter, who is 
chief economist at KPMG.

Only two per cent 

of the 226 respondents 
now see a recession this 
year, compared to 10 per 
cent in February’s sur-
vey, NABE said.

However, “the panel 
is split regarding wheth-
er the downturn will hit 
in 2020 or 2021,” Hunter 
said in a summary of the 
survey, which showed 38 
per cent expect a con-
traction of growth next 
year, while 34 per cent 
don’t see it until the fol-
lowing year.

More economists 
shifted their recession 
prediction to 2021, nar-
rowing the gap from the 
prior report, which had 
many more expecting the 
change next year.

The results show 46 
per cent expect at least 
one more rate cut this 
year from the Fed, while 
about a third see policy 
holding where it is now, 
with 2.25 per cent as 
the top end of the policy 
range.

Economists are skep-
tical about a resolution 
to Trump’s trade wars, 
although 64 percent said 
a “superficial agreement 
is possible,” NABE said.

But that was before 
Trump announced an-
other round of tariffs of 
10 per cent on the re-
maining USD 300 billion 
in goods not yet hit by US 
punitive duties. The new 

measures will take effect 
in two stages, on Septem-
ber 1 and December 15.

As Trump continues 
his vocal campaign criti-
cizing the Fed, the NABE 
survey found economists 
are concerned about the 
impact: 55 per cent said 
his remarks do not influ-
ence Fed decisions but 
do “compromise the pub-
lic’s trust in the central 
bank.” 

And over a quarter 
of respondents said the 
criticism will “cause the 
Fed to be more dovish 
than otherwise, thus 
threatening its indepen-
dence.” 

The survey also asked 
about fiscal policy, and a 
majority of economists 
said Trump’s tax cuts 
“had an overall negative 
impact on housing ac-
tivity over the past 18 
months,” due to changes 
in deductions allowed for 
mortgage interest.

Jalalabad, Aug 19 (AFP): 
Afghanistan’s indepen-
dence day was marred by 
bloodshed Monday when 
a series of explosions 
shook the eastern Afghan 
city of Jalalabad, wound-
ing dozens of people in-
cluding children.

As many as 10 blasts 
were reported in and 
around the city in Nan-
garhar province, author-
ities said, and casualty 
numbers appeared to be 
rising.

“The explosions were 
caused by IEDs in differ-
ent parts of the city and 
as groups of people were 
celebrating indepen-
dence day,” Nangarhar 
governor’s spokesman 
Attaullah Khogyani said, 

referring to improvised 
explosive devices.

Jalalabad is the scene 
of frequent bomb at-
tacks, and the surround-
ing terrain is home to 
both Taliban fighters and 
the Islamic State group’s 
local affiliate.

At least 19 people 
were wounded, Khog-
yani said. Zaher Adel, a 
spokesman for a local 
hospital, said about 40 
wounded people had 
been brought in with 
more expected. An AFP 
correspondent saw chil-
dren among the victims.

This year’s August 
19 celebrations mark 
100 years of Afghan in-
dependence from British 
influence. The day was 

supposed to be one of 
national pride and unity, 
but was overshadowed 
by an IS suicide attack 
on a crowded Kabul wed-
ding hall that killed at 
least 63 people.

In Kabul, locals took 
to the streets to wave 
the black-red-and-green 
Afghan flag, but several 
public events to com-
memorate the date were 
scrapped over fears of a 
fresh attack.

“We postponed the 
celebrations to honour 
the victims, but we will 
definitely take revenge 
for our people,” Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani 
said. “We will avenge the 
blood of our people, ev-
ery drop of it.”

By SHIrISH B PrADHAN
Kathmandu, Aug 19 
(PTI): External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar is 
scheduled to visit Nepal 
this week to participate 
in the fifth meeting of 
the Nepal-India Joint 
Commission to review 
the overall state of bilat-
eral relations.

The meeting is taking 
place in Kathmandu from 
August 21 to 22, a state-
ment issued by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs in 
Nepal has said. 

Jaishankar will co-
chair the meeting along 

with his Nepalese 
counterpart Pradeep 
Kumar Gyawali.

The joint meeting will 
review “the overall state 
of bilateral relations, and 
various areas of coopera-
tion such as connectivity 
and economic partner-
ship, trade and transit, 
power and water re-
sources sectors, culture, 
education and other mat-
ters of mutual interest”, 
the statement said.

Established in 1987, 
the Nepal-India Joint 
Commission’s meetings 
are being held alternate-

ly in Nepal and India. The 
last meeting of the Com-
mission was held in New 
Delhi in October 2016.

During the visit, Jais-
hankar will pay courtesy 
calls on President Bidya 
Devi Bhandari and Prime 
Minister K P Oli. Gyawa-
li will host a dinner in 
honour of the External 
Affairs Minister of India, 
the statement said.

Jaishankar is sched-
uled to arrive in Kath-
mandu on August 21 
and will return home 
on August 22, the state-
ment said.

By SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, Aug 19 (PTI): 
Pakistan on Monday 
summoned India’s Dep-
uty High Commissioner 
Gaurav Ahluwalia for the 
fourth time over alleged 
ceasefire violations by 
the Indian troops along 
the Line of Control (LoC). 

Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice said that Director 
General (South Asia and 
SAARC) Mohammad 
Faisal “condemned the 
unprovoked ceasefire 
violations on August 
18 in Hot Spring and 
Chirikot Sectors”.

It claimed that two 
elderly civilians were 
killed and a seven-year-
old boy was seriously in-
jured in the firing.

“This unprecedented 
escalation in ceasefire 
violations by India is 
continuing from the year 
2017 when the Indian 
forces committed 1,970 
ceasefire violations,” 
Faisal, who is also the 

spokesperson of Paki-
stan’s foreign ministry, 
said. Faisal also said that 
the deliberate targeting 
of civilian-populated ar-
eas is indeed deplorable 
and contrary to human 
dignity, international hu-
man rights and humani-
tarian laws.

He said the ceasefire 
violations by India were 
a threat to regional peace 
and security and may 
lead to a strategic miscal-
culation.

Faisal asked the In-
dian side to respect the 
2003 Ceasefire arrange-

ment; investigate these 
and other incidents of 
ceasefire violations; in-
struct the Indian forces 
to respect the ceasefire, 
in letter and spirit and 
maintain peace on the 
LoC and the Working 
Boundary, the Foreign 
Office said. 

This is the fourth 
time in a week that Ah-
luwalia has been sum-
moned by Pakistan.

Ahluwalia was also 
summoned by Pakistan 
on August 14, 15, 16 
over alleged ceasefire 
violations.
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Aries: Patience can be cultivated—a 
life-changing lesson that has altered the 
course of your career. Nothing is out of your 
reach, given the dedication you are demon-
strating towards your goals. But how much 
is too much? Could you be harbouring re-
sentment towards your boss or colleagues? 
Do you feel like your personal life is taking 
a backseat in the bargain? You’ll be a happier 
person once you learn to strike that balance.
Tip: Strike a balance between the personal 
and professional.
TAurus:
Just because your environment is harsh, 
doesn’t mean you have to let the stress get to 
you. Don’t match the vibration of the room? 
Raise yours, Taurus. Create an environment where 
you feel loved, supported and nurtured. Surround 
yourself with soothing colours and healing crystals 
(selenite, anybody?). Sometimes, listening to your 
favourite song in the midst of a chaotic day is all 
it takes to make that shift.
Tip: Raise your vibration.
Gemini: Money’s got you on her mind, 
Gemini. A sudden windfall or an increase in 
profits could make both you and your bank 

account ecstatic. A prayer of gratitude can 
go a long way. Remember, learning to make 
your money work for you is just as important 
as making it. Resist the urge to spend it all at 
once. Focus on investing your wealth where 
it is likely to multiply. What if this is the 
secret to living a more prosperous life?
Tip: Hello, unexpected gains.
CAnCer: You may or may not feel like 
rainbows and sunshine today, and that’s okay. 
Embrace the dark clouds, Cancer. Your shad-
ows could give you deep insights into the 
workings of your subconscious mind. Some 
of you may find it easier to soul search once 
you distance yourself from your immediate 
environment. Could a shamanic retreat in the 
hills alleviate the healing process and help 
you find the answers you are looking for? Lis-
ten to what your heart has to say.
Tip: Take time off from your routine.
Leo: You can’t just set an intention and go 
back to sleep, Leo. You have to believe in it, 
and consciously work towards realising your 
big dreams—despite the ridicule you may re-
ceive. Remember, the Universe is not conspir-
ing against you, it’s conspiring for you. Some 

of you may feel a sense of stagnation. Reflect 
upon why you are not being able to progress 
to the next level. Educating yourself on the 
given subject will help you break through.
Tip: Go big or go home.
VirGo: This is the season to chase after 
your dreams and achieve the impossible. 
There’s an unstoppable force fuelling you, 
Virgo, one that’s making your challenges back 
down. But could you be so focused on your 
goals that you have silenced the voice of your 
inner child? Word for the wise: set an hour 
aside for an activity that allows you to be your 
most playful self.
Tip: Your inner child is asking for nurture.
LibrA: Libra, it’s okay to not have every-
thing together. Understand the limitations of 
your body. Call in sick and get some rest if 
you need to. Pushing against the flow will 
prove to be counterproductive. Some of you 
may be recovering from a minor heartbreak 
or disappointment. Remember, it’s not just the 
physical but also the emotional body that re-
quires time to recuperate.
Tip: Pushing against the flow will prove to be 
counterproductive.

sCorpio: How do you feel about mul-
titasking, Scorpio? Could your need to do 
everything at once be taking you away from 
your soul’s purpose? Make a priority list and 
stick to it like nobody’s business. This will 
help you channel your energy in an efficient 
manner. For some of you, the opportunity of 
a side gig could come up. Say yes only if you 
have perfected the art of balance.
Tip: Prioritise.
sAGiTTArius: Are you satisfied with the 
growth you are experiencing, or do you feel 
you need to push yourself in more ways? Let 
expansion be your operative word, Sagittari-
us. See how both you and your message can 
reach places. For some, this may be a time of 
travelling for work or pleasure. Spend more 
time in nature, wild one. Refuel your reserves 
and get inspired.
Tip: Expansion is your magic word.
CApriCorn: Instagram has you fooled, 
Capricorn. Nobody has everything together 
all the time. Release the unrealistic expec-
tations and embrace the beautiful mess that 
you are. Let ‘surrender’ be your magic word 
when you are faced with circumstances that 

are beyond your control. The challenges you 
are facing right now are but a minor inconve-
nience in the grand scheme of things.
Tip: Practice the fine art of surrender.
AquArius: If you wake up feeling like 
a brand new person, you’ve got the stars to 
blame, Aquarius. This is a time of new begin-
nings, of starting over in every single way. 
Does that mean you have a road map at your 
disposal? N-uh! But you’re willing to impro-
vise and learn along the way. Your optimism 
is contagious, wild one. It’s reminding your 
co-passengers why you embarked upon this 
journey in the first place.
Tip: Let optimism be your preferred choice of 
your drug.
pisCes: Don’t let the gossip get to you, Pisces. 
It’s not your fault you’re making others insecure 
by being the most radiant version of yourself. In 
the days to come, you will have a greater degree 
of clarity on who your well-wishers are, and 
who needs to be eliminated from your circle. 
Best to stay vigilant, even on the professional 
front. Not everybody who clinks glasses with 
you is necessarily your friend.
Tip: Draw a sacred circle of protection.

Diana Penty to turn showstopper for 
Ridhi Mehra at LFW Winter/Festive 2019

‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2’ to hit 
screens on July 31, 2020 Konkona Sen Sharma 

to direct web series

Maggie smith was the last original cast 
member to join ‘Downton Abbey’ film

trolled for Comments on Kashmir, 
sonam Kapoor tweets: ‘Calm Down’
Actress Sonam Kapoor, who found 

herself at the receiving end of ruth-
less social media trolling for her recent 
comments on Kashmir, tweeted a stern 
message for online bullies. 
“Guys, please calm down 
and get a life,” Sonam began 
by writing and then added: 
“Twisting, misinterpreting 
and understanding what you 
want from what someone 
has to say isn’t a reflection 
on the person who says it but 
on you. So self reflect and see 
who you are and hopefully 
get a job.” Sonam Kapoor was 
targeted for talking about her 
“half Sindhi and half Pesha-
wari” lineage and saying “it’s 
better to keep quiet” when 
asked about the Kashmir sit-
uation during an interview 
with BBC, which 
was shared on the 
news network’s of-
ficial Twitter han-
dle on August 15.

When asked the 
centre’s decision 
to end special sta-
tus to Jammu and 
Kashmir and split 
it into two Union 
Territories, Sonam 
Kapoor told BBC: 
“It’s heart-break-
ing to see where the situation has land-
ed right now and I’m very patriotic. So I 
think for me now it’s better to keep qui-

et and let this pass because even this too 
shall pass.”

In the same interview, Sonam said: 
“I am half Sindhi and half Peshawari. So, 

it’s literally heart-breaking to see that 
part of my culture is something that I 
can’t explore.”

Sonam Kapoor also revealed her 
parents Anil and Sunita Kapoor decided 
to name her ‘Sonam’ when they were in 
Kashmir many years ago: “I was named 

when my parents went to Kash-
mir and they were there for a 
while. My dad was shooting for 
Ram Lakhan and they decided 
to name me from there. I hav-
en’t been there, since.”

However, in another tweet, 
Sonam Kapoor clarified the 
story behind her name with a 
news report that says Sonam 
stands for good luck and that 
her parents zeroed in on the 

name as they considered her to be a 
lucky charm to the family. “This is true.. 
at last,” tweeted the actress.

Mumbai, Aug 19 (PTI): Konkona Sen Sharma is set to 
make her digital directorial debut with a series based on 
the life of Arati Das, better known as Misss Shefali. 

Chronicling the life of a young Bengali girl who ruled as 
the ‘Queen of Cabaret’ in Kolkata, the Zee Studios’ series 
will also mirror politics of West Bengal in the ‘60s and ‘70s 
through her life journey.

“The whole era of post-Partition and pre-liberalisation 
fascinated me. Since I am from Kolkata, I have been aware 
of the subject and her unique story. 

“It’s about the fascinating life of this female protagonist 
who decided to live life on her own terms, it’s extremely 
interesting, and right up my ally. That is why I decided to 
make this series,” Konkona said in a statement. 

The director said casting is underway.  “We are still de-
veloping the script and we plan to go on floors early next 
year. It is going to be an interesting journey,” she added. 

Ashima Avasthi, VP & Head, Zee Studios Originals said 
the team is delighted to partner with Konkona for the show. 

“Filmmaking is literally in her blood. She was born into 
the trade, and has performed admirably across disciplines, 
from acting, writing to directing. Over the next one year, we 
are working towards building a varied slate of 10-12 origi-
nal shows along with direct-to-digital films.

“We will focus on especially curated stories that re-
main untold across genres such as biopics, crime thrillers, 
light-hearted comedies, slice of life dramas, dark comedies 
among others,” she added. 

Konkona made her feature film directorial debut with 
2017’s “A Death in the Gunj”.

Mumbai, Aug 19 (PTI): 
“Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2”, starring 
Kartik Aaryan, is slated to be 
released on July 31 next year, 
the makers announced on 
Monday. Producer Bhushan 
Kumar took to Twitter to 
share the news.

“Finally after a long 
wait, excited to officially an-
nounce the haunting come-
dy #BhoolBhulaiyaa2 with a 
stellar team.

“This project has been in 
the works for a while and 
I’m really looking forward 
to it. In cinemas on 31st July, 
2020. More details soon,” Ku-
mar tweeted.

He also shared two post-
ers from the film with tag-

line: “The Haunting Comedy 
Returns”. Kartik also shared 
a still from the film on Insta-
gram. “Ghostbuster is all set 
to enter. Hare Ram Hare Ram 
Hare Krishna Hare Ram,” he 
captioned the photo.

Co-produced by Murad 
Khetani and Krishan Kumar, 
Anees Bazmi is attached to 
direct. The script has been 
penned by Farhad Samji and 
Aakash Kaushik.

“Bhool Bhulaiyaa”, which 
released in 2007, starred 
Akshay Kumar, Vidya Bal-
an and Shiney Ahuja. The 
film was the official Hindi 
remake of the 1993 Malay-
alam comedy psychological 
thriller, “Manichitrathazhu”.

los Angeles, Aug 19 (PTI): 
Bringing the main cast of 
“Downton Abbey” for the big 
screen reboot was a mam-
moth task and veteran actor 
Maggie Smith was the last 
original cast member from 
the Emmy-winning series to 
sign on for the film.

Executive producer Ga-
reth Neame has revealed that 
Smith, who reprises her role 
of Violet Crawley, the Dowa-
ger Countess of Grantham in 
the movie, didn’t give a nod 
till she was sure everyone 
was returning for the film.

“I suspect in a lot of ways, 

Maggie missed working with 
the other actors. When 
she was completely sure 
everyone was going to do 
it and it was happening, 
then she was on board,” 
Neame told Deadline.

Hugh Bonneville, who 
plays Robert Crawley, Earl of 
Grantham in the film, said the 
biggest testament to the film 
was that everyone turned up 
to play.

“We had some hurdles 
getting everyone in the same 
place at the same time, but 
there was a will to do it,” Bon-
neville added. 

Mumbai, Aug 19 (PTI): Diana Penty is set to 
walk the ramp for Delhi-based fashion cou-
turier Ridhi Mehra at the upcoming Lakme 
Fashion Week Winter/Festive 2019.

Ridhi will showcase her latest collection 
‘An Ode to Heirlooms’ on the third day of the 
fashion gala.

Diana said she is a fan of the designer’s 
garments which strike the perfect balance be-
tween tradition and modernity.

“I am super excited to walk for Ridhi 
Mehra for Lakme Fashion Week Winter Fes-
tive 2019 for her stunning collection, An 
Ode to Heirlooms. Her outfits are comfort-
able yet stylish, and are the perfect balance 
of traditional and contemporary,” the actor 
said in a statement.

Ridhi said she is looking forward to re-

turning to the LFW.
“This season the collection is an opulent 

take on the rich and traditional culture of In-
dia and I am absolutely sure Diana is going to 
look gorgeous in our showstopper outfit,” the 
designer said.

Her new collection has a contemporary 
twist, showcasing the Indian sophistication, 
that celebrates intricate craftsmanship of 
different cultural aesthetics to personify op-
ulence and elegance.

“An Ode to Heirlooms” celebrates the 
unique and seamless amalgamation of two 
unique Indian cultures and aesthetics, 
namely Gujarati and Kashmiri in their new 
demi-couture collection with an influence of 
Bohemian style.

LFW begins August 21 and concludes 25.


