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SIKKIM ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 2019

NOTA outnumbered victory 
margins in 4 constituencies 

PEMA WANgChuK
Gangtok, 31 May:

Assembly Election 
2019 was a close 

contest with Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha and 
Sikkim Democratic  Front 
securing a near-identi-
cal vote-share even as 
SKM edged past SDF by 
a mere two seats to form 
the government. The vic-
tory margins were slim 
in most constituencies 
and nothing brings home 
how evenly the contest 
was set up than the fact 
that the NOTA votes were 
higher than the victory 
margins in as many as 
four constituencies this 
time. What is more, in 
one constituency, the 
EVM votes were separat-
ed by a single vote and 
the victor was eventual-
ly decided by the Postal 
Ballot collections.

The keenness of the 
ballot-battle was es-
tablished by the very 
first constituency to 

get counted – Yoksum 
Tashiding in West Sik-
kim where SKM’s Sangay 
Lepcha beat SDF’s Di-
chen W. Bhutia by a mere 
79 votes. In this constit-
uency, the “None of The 
Above” option was taken 

by 132 voters.
SKM broke into the 

West Sikkim bastion of 
SDF with this constitu-
ency and Mr Lepcha has 
since been awarded for 
his hard-fought victory 
with the Pro-tem Speak-

er position. Where he 
received 48.52% of the 
votes, Ms Bhutia received 
47.84%. And this has 
been another feature of 
the  elections this time 
– as many as nine of the 
32 elected legislators 

polled less than 50% of 
the votes, and a majority 
of the new MLAs who re-
ceived more than half the 
votes stayed below 55%, 
these numbers further 
proving how close the 
contest was. 11,720 vot-

ers had exercised their 
franchise here.

Still in West Sikkim, 
Yangthang too saw a fi-
nal count in which the 
NOTA votes were higher 
than the victory margin. 
Here, SKM’s Bhim Hang 
Limboo beat SDF’s Dal 
Bahadur Subba by 47 
votes. By comparison, 74 
voters [out of the 10,696 
who voted] here had cho-
sen the NOTA option. Mr 
Limboo has since been 
made the PHE Minister.

South Sikkim’s Bar-
fung constituency was 
always expected to be a 
close contest because an 
SDF veteran, DD Bhutia, 
was stepping down to 
make way for debutante, 
TT Bhutia. Mr Bhutia re-
tained the constituency 
for SDF, but only barely, 
edging past SKM’s Lob-
zang Bhutia by a mere 97 
votes. The NOTA count in 
this constituency – 139. 
This was a reasonably big 
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From k-pop to glass skin, korean exports are taking over the world

himalayan Clean-up exposes 
society’s apathy, say organizers

Crackdown on 
Administration begins
SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 May:

Advisor-cum-Prin-
cipal Secretary of 

Legal, Legislative and 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Department, RK Pur-
kayastha has been 
relieved of his charge 
with immediate ef-
fect as per an order issued by the Home Depart-
ment today. Secretary, Law Department, JB Rai has 
been given additional charge as Advisor-cum-Prin-
cipal Secretary of Legal, Legislative and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Department and all other offices that 
Mr Purkayastha was holding.

Mr Purkayasthya was appointed to his present 
charge in 2012 after taking voluntarily retirement 
from Sikkim Superior Judicial Services. His ap-
pointment was also challenged in the High Court 
[where it is currently being heard] in a PIL filed by 
SKM member, Samsher Gurung.

PGT, Upendra Rai who was posted as BDO Nam-
chi has been repatriated to Namchi Girls Senior 
Secondary School as PGT, as per an office order is-
sued today. Deputy Director, Sports and Youth Af-
fairs, Nikjay Lhamu Bhutia who is presently posted 
as BDO Namthang on deputation has been given 
additional charge as BDO Namchi. 

Meanwhile, Protocol Officer, Home Depart-
ment, Pranai Chettri, has been placed under sus-
pension and disciplinary proceedings against him 
are being contemplated as per an office order is-
sued today by the Department of Personnel, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim. 

“It is further ordered that during the period that 
this order shall remain in force, the Headquarters of 
Shri Pranai Chettri, Protocol Officer, Home Depart-
ment should be Gangtok and the said Shri Pranai 
Chettri, Protocol Officer, Home Department shall not 
leave the headquarters without obtaining the previ-
ous permission of the Governor,” the order reads.

hISSEY LAMu BhuTIA
Gangtok, 31 May:

Just like American pop cul-
ture was exported all over 

the world in the latter of the 
last century, South Korea 
is now taking over with its 
K-pop, drama, beauty, fashion 
and cuisine gaining increas-
ing popularity.     

K-pop or Korean pop 
music is on its way to global 
domination mainly with the 
likes of South Korean super 
groups-BTS, Blackpink, iKON 
and many more. K-pop in-
cludes all music from pop, rock, hip 
hop, blues to ballads. The first genera-
tion of K-pop artists like Wonder girls, 
Shinee, Big Bang, SNSD and 2ne1, kick-
started the phenomenon that K-pop 
has now become. Leaders of the time, 
these groups introduced the genre to 
fans across the globe. Then the second 
generation of K-pop artists like BTS, 

EXO, GOT7, iKON, Winner, EXID, took 
it a step further breaking all barriers 
of language, culture and geography.

While K-pop’s major fan base is the 
young, even the older lot seem to enjoy it.

“I first encountered K-pop through 
BTS songs. I found their songs so fasci-
nating and catchy and it gradually led 
me to check out songs by other K-pop 
artists as well,” says 20-year-old, BTS 

fan, Shreya Pradhan. “My parents are 
not huge fans of K-pop but they like 
their songs and find it interesting and 
inspiring,” she adds 

BTS is currently the world’s biggest 
boy group and a huge K-pop sensation. 
They took K-pop onto a new platform 
and brought home 5 Billboard Music 
Awards in total. They are still the most 
talked about group in the world.

“I was so happy when BTS received 
the award last month. I think I cried 
when their name was announced 
for best song. I felt so nervous when 
they went on stage to get the award. 
The funny thing is I don’t understand 
Korean but when they gave their thank 
you speech in Korean I was nodding my 
head as if I understood each and every
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SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 May:

The recent Himalayan 
Clean-up (THC) re-

vealed the “sheer apathy 
of both the citizens and the 
government to make Sik-
kim clean”, states a press 
release from the organizers 
of the clean-up, Pany Foun-
dation and Redendron.

During the clean-up, 
8 sacks of waste (18kgs) 
were collected out of 
which only 3 are accepted 
by scrap dealers of Gang-
tok. To dispose of the re-
maining waste, the team 
searched for the nearest 
dustbin, so that the mu-
nicipality truck could take 
it away. There was not a 
single dustbin in the en-
tire viewpoint area and the 
nearest one was near the 

parking lot of Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly, the release 
mentions.

“Our state of Sikkim 
has a new government 
with a new vision, but no 
matter who the leader is, 
no matter what the chang-
es are, ultimately democ-

racy comes alive only with 
the active engagement 
of its citizens. The true 
leaders are not the ones 
elected, but we the people. 
Instead of playing a blame 
game, it is very much our 
responsibility to join hands 
with the government and 

contribute to make our com-
munity better. With this ini-
tiative, the team hopes that 
the youth have a say in the 
policies of the state, which 
would lead to a clean, green 
and beautiful Sikkim,” the 
release states.
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relieved from 
duty, BDO 
transferred, 
Protocol Officer 
suspended

Parliament session from June 
17-July 26; budget on July 5

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): The first session of the 
17th Lok Sabha will be held from June 17 to July 
26, with the regular budget to be presented on 
July 5, Union minister Prakash Javadekar said 
on Friday. The dates of the session were decid-
ed in the first cabinet meeting of the Narendra 
Modi government.

Addressing a press conference after the meet-
ing, Javadekar said the first two days of the ses-
sion will be devoted to swearing-in of the newly 
elected MPs while the Lok Sabha speaker will be 
elected on June 19.

The President’s address to the joint sitting of 
both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha will take place on 
June 20, he said.

The economic survey will be tabled on July 4 
followed by the presentation of the budget on the 
next day. The session will have a total of 30 sittings.

It will be the first budget of the Modi govern-
ment in its second term and will be presented by 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

The interim budget for the year 2019-20 was 
presented by then Finance Minister Piyush Goyal 
on February 1.

Shah is new Home minister, 
Rajnath gets Defence, 
Sitharaman Finance 
and Jaishankar MEA

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 
Modi government 2.0 
took shape on Friday 
with BJP President Amit 
Shah, who played a key 
role in his party’s elec-
toral triumph, making his 
debut in the Central gov-
ernment as India’s new 
Home minister while in-
cumbent Rajnath Singh 
was moved to Defence.

Joining them in the ‘Big 
Four’ are Nirmala Sithara-
man, the outgoing Defence 
minister, who is India’s 
new Minister for Finance 
and Corporate Affairs, and 
surprise inductee, former 
foreign secretary S Jais-
hankar, who got the Exter-
nal Affairs portfolio.

Both Sitharaman, the 
first full-time woman Fi-
nance minister of India, 
and Jaishankar, a rare in-
stance of a career diplo-
mat taking charge of the 
External Affairs ministry, 
have studied in Delhi’s 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity. With the induction 
of Shah and Jaishankar, 
there are two new faces 
in the all-powerful Cabi-
net Committee on Securi-
ty (CCS), which is chaired 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and is the final 
decision-making body on 
matters related to coun-
try’s security, including 
defence policy and inter-
nal security . Besides the 
prime minister, the min-
isters of Defence, Home, 
External Affairs and Fi-
nance are members of 
the committee.

Sitharaman steps into 
the shoes of Arun Jaitley 
who opted out of new 

government on health 
grounds. She has a deputy 
in Anurag Thakur, a first 
time minister in the Modi 
government. Both are 
considered close to Jaitley.

The prime minister 
retains the Department of 
Personnel and Training, 
Atomic Energy and Space 
as well as all important 
policy issues and portfo-
lios not allocated. Modi 
was sworn in on Thurs-
day as prime minister for 
a second term, helming a 
58-member team of min-
isters, including him and 
BJP president Amit Shah 
who makes his debut in 
the Central government.

Giant slayer Smriti Ira-
ni, who defeated Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi in 
his family bastion of Ame-
thi, is the new Women and 
Child Development minis-
ter along with retaining the 
Textile ministry, according 
to a communiqu issued by 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Nitin Gadkari, consid-
ered one of the best per-
formers during the first 
term of Modi government 
for his expeditious project 
implementation, continues 
to be the minister for Road 
Transport and Highways and 
has also been given charge of 
the Ministry of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises.  
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Before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
South Sikkim at Namchi.

AffIDAvIT
I, Diwas Chandra Rai, son of Shri Gokul Singh 
Rai, aged about 19 years, resident of Namthang 
Suiram, P.O. Namthang & P.S. Namchi, South Sik-
kim do hereby solemnly affirm an Oath and de-
clare as under:-

1. That I am the natural son of Gokul Singh 
Rai.

2. That the official name of my father is “Gokul 
Singh Rai” and same name is recorded in 
my all relevant documents including in 
my Birth Certificate bearing Registration 
No. 962/2000 dated 13/11/2000.

3. That my father is also known as “Dhiren 
Rai” in our locality and his same name is 
found recorded in my Marks Statement 
and Pass Certificate of Secondary and 
Senior Secondary examination bearing 
Unique ID No. 6419060 issued by the 
Chairman of Council of the Indian School 
Certificate Examinations.

4. That further the above mentioned facts is 
also verified by the Panchayat of 20-Tangzi 
Bikmar GPU Namthang Block, South Sikkim 
bearing Ref No.19/TB/GPU/2016-17.

5. I have sworn this affidavit to declare that 
the names “Dhiren Rai” and “Gokul Singh 
Rai” are the names of one and same per-
son i.e. my father.

Diwas Rai.
DEPONENT.

constituency with 12,083 voters having pressed 
the EVM buttons on 11 April.

Martam-Rumtek, a constituency which had 
gone to SKM in 2014, was wrested back for SDF 
this time, but again, barely so. Sitting Minister DT 
Lepcha was brought back to the constituency as 
the SDF candidate. This was his second constit-
uency for 2019. Standing against him was SKM’s 
Sonam Tshering Venchungpa and a clutch of four 
other Opposition candidates.

Mr Venchungpa is not new to the constituency 
and had unsuccessfully contested from Martam-Rum-
tek in the past on a Congress ticket a few times. His 
chances were bright this time, but Mr Lepcha was also 
a popular candidate who had not only represented 
the constituency in the past but had also beaten Mr 
Venchungpa in a previous election.

This contest went down to the wire. When the 
EVMs were counted, Mr Venchungpa was one vote 
ahead with 5,965 votes against Mr Lepcha’s 5,964 
votes. When the Postal Ballots were emptied out, Mr 
Lepcha received 280 votes against the 206 mailed for 
Mr Venchungpa and he won by 73 votes. The NOTA 
votes in this constituency where 13,753 people had 
voted – 118.

There has also been some talk of Postal Ballots 
having affected the results this time, but apart from 
Martam-Rumtek, they did not become the decid-
ing factor anywhere. SKM won a higher number of 
postal ballots only in 10 of the 32 constituencies 
and went on to win seven of these constituencies 
by margins in which the postal ballots did not make 
much difference.

Interestingly, in one constituency, Namthang-Rat-
eypani, the postal ballots were tied at 205-205 be-
tween the SDF and SKM.

Only in one constituency did anyone other than 
an SDF or SKM candidate poll higher postal ballots – 
Arithang – where the independent candidate, Ashis 
Rai, received 60 votes via postal ballot against the 56 
and 48 received by SDF and SKM respectively.

NOTA outnumbered...

Namnang View Point was chosen as it is not only 
visited by tourists but frequented by the local youth. 
The waste collected included PET bottles (124), chips 
packets (859) and cigarette packets (132). To all the 
volunteers’ dismay, a dictionary was also found, it is 
mentioned. 

The Himalayan Clean-up is an annual event con-
ducted across the Himalayan States of India whose 
main objective is to bring attention to the problem 
of waste in the mountains on 26 May. The clean-up 
comprised of a brand audit where the collected waste 
is sorted and counted to identify the highest pollut-
ing brands. This is aimed to push companies to un-
dertake their extended producer responsibilities and 
come together in making our mountains cleaner. The 
audit works as an eye-opening exercise for volunteers 
as they sort through the waste and reflect upon the 
consumption patterns of our society, the release adds. 

himalayan Clean...

word they said,” says 16-year-old, Rinzing Ongmu 
Bhutia student of Tashiding Government Senior Sec-
ondary School.

The third generation groups such as Red Velvet, 
NCT, Blackpink, Wanna one, Momo land are now tak-
ing K-pop forward. Currently, Blackpink is also break-
ing many charts, records and achieving much success 
not only in Korea but also internationally.

“When I was in middle school we had this trend 
going on about Korean culture, drama and stuff. I 
started watching Korean dramas and then ended up 
searching for everything about them. Those days Big-
bang was in vogue, so I got to know about them and 
started digging up everything about them. They are 
so influential, the way they work day and night, they 
don’t even get to sleep sometimes. They are people 
who can sing, rap, act, dance, all at the same time,” 
says 21-year-old, Sangay Choekye, a fan of iKON. 

“What is interesting to me is that they don’t pre-
tend to be good, they actually work to be really good. 
And here I am not just talking about Bigbang but 
whole K-pop as a whole,” shares Sangay. She further 
adds that they also have super realistic variety shows 
where they show fans their true selves.

She mentions that she has not attended any con-
cert but she wishes to one day.

“I am actually a multi-fan but I really like iKON and 
their fans are called iKONIC. I would be glad if people 
all around the world could know about their struggles 
and not make fun of K-pop. I’d really like people to 
appreciate it,” she adds.

For 19-year-old, Pema Zangmu Bhutia, a student 
of Paljor Namgyal Girls’ Senior Secondary School 
(PNGS), going to Korea has become a dream.  

“I and my sister got into K-pop last year and it has 
become our dream to go to Korea,” she shares.

Not just music, Korean fashion and beauty have 
also taken the world by storm. Alien cultures are, 
however, prone to criticism.    

“I really don’t understand why people say “wan-
nabe Korean”. It’s not wannabe, it’s just about trying 
a new style and learning a new culture. Everyone 
has the right to look nice and no one has the right to 
judge,” says 19-year-old, Keshang Choden, a student 
of Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree College.

This interest in everything Korean has also led to 
many youngsters learning the Korean language. Jig-
mee Choden, a student who is an EXO fan explains 
that learning a new language can be tough but when 
you get to understand what your BIAS (a term fans 
use for their favourite idol) says without the help of 
subtitles, one feels proud of oneself.     

“I’m learning Korean language through online 
websites like LingoDeer, Learn Korean and through 
Youtube tutorials,” shared Jigmee. 

If you hear the young speaking in a tongue that is 
completely unfamiliar, well, they very well could be 
speaking in Korean.

“It’s not like I don’t understand Korean, I do but 
only some words like ‘Gamsahamnida’ (thank you) ‘sa-
ranghae’ (i love you) ‘joahamnida ‘ (i like you). These are 
the most common and often used Korean words by peo-
ple like us. I’m learning Korean right now so that I don’t 
have to watch dramas with English subtitles. I want to be 
an expert in Korean,” says Pema Zangmu.  

Another major export from Korea has been their 
beauty products. Trends like ‘glass skin’ have spread 
across the globe and Gangtok, of course, is no exception.

“It has been three years since I have been using 
Korean beauty products and believe me when I say 
this but it has made great changes to my face and 
skin,” explains Kavya Pradhan. “Innisfree, Cosrx, IOPE, 
and Blossom Jeju are some of the brands that I use 
and the face mask are made of pure herbal and also 
the products” she adds.

The 7-step skin care, popularized by Korean beau-
ty experts, is one of the most famous methods to get 
glass skin. It requires 7 different beauty products 
starting from oil based cleanser, water based cleanser, 
exfoliating scrub, toner, essence, lotion and eye cream, 
moisturizing and hydrating mist. Every product has 
its own benefit and care for the skin.

“It’s just been three months that I have been using 
Korean beauty products. I will not say that it has made 
a huge difference but it has made my skin clear and 
soft,” 15-year-old Yangzum Bhutia mentions. 

Korean food has also found its way onto tables in 
restaurants and even homes across the world. Gang-
tok too has a restaurant serving exclusively Korean 
food. Mu Kimchi at Namnang road is a popular haunt 
for youngsters. 

“We go to Mu Kimchi to eat Korean food and it 
feels like we are eating in Korea! The Bulgogi set and 
Kimchi are some of my favorites.  Whenever we visit 
the restaurant we always order this set first. We now 
know the menu by heart,” shares Pema Zangmu. 

With the growing popularity of Korean cuisine, 
Mu Kimchi has become a place not only for Korean 
lovers but also for family get-togethers.

“It was in July 2016 that this shop was opened. We 
wanted to introduce a different taste for the people 
of Sikkim,” shares manager of Mu-Kimchi, Kumar Rai. 
The restaurant has nine staff in total and the head 
chefs from Nepal and Darjeeling.

“We come twice a month to this restaurant with 
our family as well as our friends. Samgyup set, kim-
chi and Bulgogi set are our favorites. The décor is also 
very Korean and the table, with the barbeque grill in 
the centre, is unique,” says a Sikkim University stu-
dent who was at Mu Kimchi with her friend. 

Ramyeon or Ramen, the Korean version of instant 
noodles has been a hit with the youth and are now 
available almost everywhere in Gangtok. 

“With the change in teenagers’ tastes, I decided to 
change the products of my shop from Sikkim noodles 
to Korean Ramen. Now students come asking for Korean 
noodles which are spicy. It has different flavors with dif-
ferent levels of spiciness and they are more in demand 
inside and outside Sikkim, so I decided to go along with 
the market’s demands,” informs Tshering, a shop keeper 
at Lal bazaar who owns shop number 143. 

He sells Ramen at wholesale rates with a big pack-
et selling for Rs 600 and small packets for R 130-150. 

The K-pop groups of South Korea have faced many 
ups and downs in recent years. One of the legends of 
South Korea, Big Bang has faced massive criticism from 
people around the world after one of its youngest mem-
bers was caught up in a sex trafficking controversy. In 
February 2019, he along with many members from different 
groups were also found involved in sex trafficking. Many idols 
have also succumbed to the pressure of being in the limelight 
and committed suicide. The pressure to adhere to unrealistic 
beauty standards has also made South Korea the world’s cap-
ital of cosmetic surgery. Despite these drawbacks, one cannot 
deny the success of South Korea’s soft power and how it has 
managed to gain worldwide popularity. 

From k-pop...

Farmers training at Barasamdong 

95FM adds more local content

No Tobacco Day observed 
at Lingi Payong school

ICAR team inquires into 
Yak deaths in Muguthang

Sikkim Boys and Sumin FC 
register wins in C-Div

SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 May:

Mevedir in collabora-
tion with FS&ADD 

organized a ward level 
training cum distribution 
of various off-farm inputs 
in the program on 31 
May, 2019. The event was 
conducted at Ramidham 
ward under Barasamdong 
GPU, West Sikkim in the 
presence of Mon Baha-
dur Gurung (Agriculture 

Field Assistant) along 
with Mevedir Supervisor, 
Jason Nim Sherpa and 
Field Staff, Ran Maya Rai, 
a press release informs.

Farmers were in-
formed about the use of 
off farm inputs like Green 
SK Azota Azotobacter 
sp, Green SK PSB and 
Jas Hume Granules.  All 
participants were given 
these inputs, the release 
adds.

Gangtok, 31 May:  Ra-
dio Misty Sikkim 95 FM 
is launching new shows 
and more entertain-
ment segments from 
Saturday. The channel 
has also promised to 
work harder on its mot-
to, ‘Local People, Lo-
cal Voice, Local Station, 
Local Choice,’ by giving 
more priority to local 
music, artists and per-
sonalities.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
RJ Priyanka informed 

that Radio Misty Sikkim 
95 FM has completed 10 
years in Sikkim, adding 
that apart from Sikkim, 
95 FM also has good 
reach up to Kalimpong, 
Darjeeling and Kurseong. 

She added that 95 
FM has been promoting 
music, artists, events and 
personalities of the re-
gion and has now added 
more shows and enter-
tainment segments with 
more RJs to cover even 
more local artists, events 
and personalities.

SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 May:

A school level campaign 
for No Smoking was 

held at Lingi Payong School 
on Friday. No Tobacco Day 
was also observed with the 
theme of Tobacco and Lung 
Health by health club of 
the school, a press re-
lease informs. 

A marathon was or-
ganised on the occasion 
for boys and girls where 

students ran from Kaw 
to Lingi Payong for a dis-
tance of around 5kms 
with the message of no 
smoking and no tobac-
co. Buddhiman Basnett 
and Aastha Rai were ad-
judged as winners in the 
boys and girls category.  

Later on, a small pro-
gramme was held at the 
school where students urged 
the audience to refrain from 
consuming tobacco.

SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 May: 

Sikkim Boys registered 
their first victory in 

the ongoing Sikkim Foot-
ball Association [SFA] 
C-Division Sikkim League 
here at Paljor Stadium 
today when they beat 
North District Football 
Association 3-2.  

Surag Chettri scored 
a brace for Sikkim Boys 
while one more goal was 
added by his teammate 
Passang Tamang. 

Lyangdok Lepcha and 
Pema Lhendup scored a 
goal each for North Dis-
trict FA. 

In another match 
played today, Sum-
in Football Club out-
played Namthang Foot-
ball Club 4-1. 

Yogesh, Ganesh 
Chettri, Keshav and Bi-
jendra scored a goal 
each for Sumin FC while 
the solitary goal for 
Namthang FC was scored 
by Prabin Mangar. 

Mangan, 31 May (IPR): 
On receipt of the infor-
mation regarding Yak 
deaths in Muguthang 
Valley and adjoining area 
of North Sikkim from the 
Animal husbandry de-
partment, Government of 
Sikkim, the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR)-National 
Research Centre on Yak 
(NRCY) has responded 
by sending their scien-
tists to North Sikkim to 
ascertain facts.

As a result, Director, 
Dr Peter Chakravarty, 
ICAR, National Research 
Centre (NRC), Dr Rafirul 
Islam, Principal Scien-
tist, ICAR-NOFRI (Na-
tional Organic Farming 
Research Institute), Dr 
Dinamani Medhi, Senior 
Scientist, ICAR-NRC, Dr 
Junwar Doley, Scientist, 
ICAR, NRC reached Man-
gan on 30 May, 2019, to 
provide relief materials 
to affected Yak herders.

The ICAR-NRCY un-
der the Tribal Sub Plan 
(TSP) programme has 
provided 100 bags of Yak 
feed, 50 bags of common 
salt, 20 manual chaff 
cutter, manual cream 
separator and basic vet-
erinary medicines. The 
basic veterinary medi-
cines include de-worm-
ing tablets, skin oint-
ment, anti-septic cream, 
anti-diarrhea and mite 

ointment for yaks.
The distribution pro-

gramme took place at An-
imal Husbandry Office, 
Mangan. Wherein sixteen 
Yak herders of Lachung, 
twenty-two from Lachen, 
nine from Dongkong and 
ten from Muguthang re-
ceived the relief items.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Dr Chakraborty 
expressed his sadness 
over the massive death of 
Yaks and said that this is 
a national loss.

The National Re-
search Centre on Yaks sit-
uated at Dirang, Arunachal 
Pradesh, has full support 
for conservation of yaks 
and social condition of yak 
herders in Sikkim as yaks 
are an endangered spe-
cies, he added

He suggested that 
the Department orga-
nize an Annual Yak Fes-
tival showcasing various 
events, which would be 
a unique way to motivate 
the herders. Further, he 
assured to extend sup-

port from ICAR-NRCY. 
He informed every-

one that the recent de-
crease in Yak population 
is alarming. The NRC is 
willing to do everything it 
can to maintain Yak popu-
lation by providing tents, 
feed, silage bag and fodder 
to the herders. Further he 
assured to supplement 
continued support from 
ICAR-NRCY for Yak herd-
ers in near future.

The silage bag can 
preserve yak feed for a 
long time and Dr Chakra-
varty stressed on bring-
ing this method to North 
Sikkim in case of harsh 
winters this year. He also 
talked about raising Yak 
population to promote 
entrepreneurship op-
portunities for youth in 
North Sikkim due to high 
demand of Yak products.

Dr Chakravarty 
thanked everyone pres-
ent in the meeting and 
urged everyone to take 
up the challenge of Yak 
conservation.

Nominees of 
BJP, AGP elected 
unopposed to 
two RS seats 
in Assam
Guwahati, May 31 (PTI): 
One nominee each of the 
BJP and its ally AGP were 
Friday declared elected 
unopposed to two Rajya 
Sabha seats which will 
fall vacant when the ten-
ure of former prime min-
ister Manmohan Singh 
and another Congress 
member from Assam 
ends next month.

Returning officer Am-
arendra Deka declared 
Kamakhya Prasad Tasa 
of the BJP and Birendra 
Prasad Baishya of the 
AGP elected unopposed 
after the time for with-
drawal of nomination pa-
pers was over. The terms 
of Singh and another 
Congress MP Santius Ku-
jur end on June 14. Poll-
ing for the two seats was 
scheduled for June 7.

The opposition Con-
gress and AIUDF had de-
cided not to contest the 
Rajya Sabha polls as they 
do not have the required 
number of members in 
the state assembly to vote 
for their nominees, sourc-
es in the two parties said.

The former prime 
minister has represent-
ed Assam in the Upper 
House for five terms 
since 1991 when then 
chief minister Hiteswar 
Saikia had offered his 
house on rent to him. 
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PlOT fOR SAlE: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGENTly REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOgA TEAChER?

CRITERIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

lAND fOR SAlE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.

CRH gets new consultant cardiologist
SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 May:

Dr Saiful Haque has 
joined Central Re-

ferral Hospital (CRH), 
Tadong, East Sikkim as 
Consultant Cardiologist, 
a press release informs.

Dr Haque will now 
head the Department of 
Cardiology, Super spe-
cialty Wing, CRH and 
lead a robust and expe-
rienced team which pro-
vides wide-ranging and 
modern cardiac inter-
ventions for the people 
of Sikkim and the neigh-
bouring region.

With vast experience 
at Fortis Escorts Heart 
Institute and Max Super 
Specialty Hospital, New 
Delhi, Dr Haque brings 
Radial Diagnostic An-

giogram and Radial An-
gioplasty, the preferred, 
safe and effective inter-
vention with minimal 
hospitalization and early 
ambulation for the first 

time to Sikkim.
Dr Haque graduat-

ed from Calcutta Na-
tional Medical College, 
West Bengal and did his 
post-graduation from the 

premier Aligarh Muslim 
University and received 
DNB, Cardiology from 
one of the best cardiac 
institutes in India, Fortis 
Escorts Health Institute, 
New Delhi. 

Sikkim has high prev-
alence of heart attacks, 
which can be successful-
ly treated if diagnosed 
and treated on time. The 
Cardiology department at 
the Super Specialty Wing 
of CRH is equipped with a 
state-of-the-art Cath Lab 
and has been successfully 
treating life threatening 
cardio (heart) ailments at 
affordable costs with high 
success rate, the release 
states. 

The Department can 
now carry out various 
procedures such as Cor-

onary Angiography, Per-
cutaneous transluminal 
coronary angioplasty 
PTCA (Simple & Com-
plex), PTCA of Chronic 
Total Occlusions (CTO), 
BMV- Balloon Mitral Val-
votomy, Pacemaker Sin-
gle & Double Chamber, 
Cardiac Resynchroniza-
tion Therapy Pacemaker 
(CRT-P), Cardiac Resyn-
chronization Therapy 
Defibrillator (CRT-D), 
Implantable Cardiovert-
er Defibrillator (ICD), 
treatment of holes in the 
heart, Balloon Mitral 
Valvotomy, etc and treat 
conditions like heart 
attacks and life threat-
ening Arrhythmias at 
very a affordable cost, 
compared to the rates 
outside of the State.

PNgS holds memorial 
service for Miss Ritchie

SuMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 31 May:

Paljor Namgyal Girls 
(PNG) Senior Second-

ary School hosted a half-
day memorial service for 
former principal of the 
school, Isabelle M Ritchie 
at Manan Kendra today. 
The event was attended 
by ex-students along with 
ex-teachers of PNGS.

The programme be-
gan with a candle lighting 
ceremony by ex-teachers 
SK Rai, Maya Ghimirey, 
Man Kumari Pradhan and 
Dawa Lama, and the wel-
come speech was deliv-
ered by ex-alumni, Nam-
rata Thapa. The event 
was followed by mo-
ment of silence for Miss 
Ritchie. Various eulogies 

and thanksgiving from 
the students and teach-
ing staff were also given. 
Students and teachers 
shared experiences and 
joyful moments with the 
Late Miss Ritchie. 

Miss Ritchie joined 
PNG school in 1966 as 
the Principal and during 
her 30-year tenure as the 
school head, she made 
tremendous contribution 
in many activities of the 
school, noteworthy being 
the opening of a special 
course for the differently 
abled children in 1981.

The event was fol-
lowed by hymns per-
formed by ex-alumni in 
remembrance of Miss 
Ritchie and her contri-
bution to the overall de-

velopment of the school 
along with personal de-
velopment of students.

The event was also 
coloured by a screening 
of a documentary on the 
life of Miss Ritchie which 
was created by Namrata 
Thapa and Parinita Lama.

This event truly 
brought a lot of mem-
ories back and we are 
really glad and happy 
that Miss Ritchie unit-
ed the PNGS family to-
gether after her demise, 
said ex-student, Jemima 
Pradhan.

Further, she added 
that she was a happy soul 
and we are blessed that 
she touched a lot of lives 
and made a positive im-
pact on them.

Health Dept observes 
World No Tobacco Day

Gangtok, 31 May 
(IPR): The Department 
of Health Care, Human 
Services and Family 
Welfare, Government of 
Sikkim observed World 
No Tobacco Day with 
the theme of “Tobac-
co & Lung Health” at 
the conference hall, Old 
STNM Hospital Complex, 
Gangtok, today. The pro-
gramme was organised 
by the State Tobacco 
Control Cell, HC, HS & FW 
Dept, Govt of Sikkim.

Director General, 
Health Department, Dr 
Pempa T Bhutia graced 
the occasion as the Chief 
Guest in special pres-
ence of Principal Direc-
tor-cum-Project Direc-
tor, Sikkim State AIDS 
Control Society (SSACS) 
Dr Sarita Lama, Mission 
Director, National Health 
Mission (NHM), Dr Melo-
gina Lepcha and HOD 
Psychiatry Dept, New 
STNM Hospital, Dr CS 
Sharma.

With the view to 
generate massive aware-
ness, a sensitization pro-
gramme was also organ-
ised after the inaugural 
session on ill effects of 
tobacco and its uses on 
public health in presence 
of Students and Nodal 
Teachers from ten num-
bers of schools from in 
and around Gangtok.

Dr Pempa T Bhutia, in 

his inaugural address, ac-
claimed that the state of 
Sikkim has strongly im-
plemented smoking con-
trol laws. He enlightened 
participants on risks of 
tobacco consumption 
and its severe impacts 
on health. Highlighting 
on the importance of the 
day, Dr Pempa said that 
the day itself is an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness 
on the harmful and dead-
ly effects of tobacco use 
and second-hand smoke 
exposure, and to discour-
age the use of tobacco in 
any form. In his closing 
remarks, he appealed to 
the participants to live 
and let live with healthy 
hearts.

MD NHM, Dr Melog-
ina Lepcha drew lights 
on implementation of 
Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme and objectives 
behind the celebration 
of World No Tobacco 
Day. She shared ex-
periences of her ob-
servation on tobacco 
consumption practiced 
few decades back and 
talked about the nota-
ble improvements and 
marked reduction in its 
consumption, this she 
attributed it to the mas-
sive awareness generat-
ed at community level. 
She also informed on 
strict legal restrictions 
imposed against promo-

tion of smoking through 
advertisements and 
urged everyone to stay 
away from tobacco use.

During the technical 
session, Additional Di-
rector-cum-State Nodal 
Officer Dr Baroon Sub-
ba underlined National 
Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme in the State and 
focused on Cigarettes 
and Other Tobacco 
Products Act (COTPA) 
2003 and various sanc-
tions and provisions un-
der the Act.

Principal Direc-
tor-cum-Project Director 
SSACS, Dr Sarita Lama 
elucidated on harmful 
effects of Tobacco & COT-
PA 2003 in details while 
HoD Psychiatry Dept, Dr 
CS Sharma, New STNM 
Hospital who elaborated 
on quitting of Tobacco 
Chewing & Smoking.

Deputy Direc-
tor-cum- Associate Nod-
al Officer NTCP, Rinzing 
Bhutia also urged par-
ticipants to encourage 
people to quit use of 
tobacco products. The 
programme also saw in-
teractive session with 
the participants where-
in nodal teachers came 
out with their initiatives 
to curb use of tobacco 
and students also shared 
their experiences to get 
rid of indulgence from 
use of tobacco products.

Awareness-cum-vaccination camp for Yak herders

Mangan, 31 May (IPR): 
Department of Animal 
Husbandry, Livestock, 
Fisheries and Veterinary 
Services, North Sikkim, in 
collaboration with Indi-
an Council of Agricultur-
al Research (ICAR)-Na-
tional Research Centre 
on Yak (NRCY) orga-
nized two-day aware-

ness-cum-vaccination 
camp on Foot and Mouth 
Disease of Yak, and Yak 
Farmer’s Meet and Sup-
port of Tribal Yak Farm-
ers of North Sikkim at 
Veterinary Office, Man-
gan on 30 and 31 May.

During the pro-
gramme, Dr Karma T 
Bhutia, Additional Direc-

tor (North) AHLF&VS De-
partment, North District, 
and other senior doctors 
of the district informed 
yak herders about foot 
and mouth disease which 
affects yaks. 

As informed, vaccina-
tion for foot and mouth 
diseases of yaks will be 
carried out shortly.

Cabinet 
approves 
extension of 
PM-KISAN 
scheme to 
all farmers
New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 
In the first Cabinet meet-
ing, the government Fri-
day decided to extend 
PM-KISAN scheme to 
all 14.5 crore farmers in 
the country costing Rs 
87,000 crore a year and 
also announced over Rs 
10,000 crore pension 
scheme for 5 crore farm-
ers, thereby fulfilling the 
BJP’s poll promise.

Announcing the two 
key decisions, new Agri-
culture Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar said the 
Modi 2.0 government has 
announced the landmark 
decisions for the farming 
community in the first 
Cabinet meeting.

“The Union Cabinet 
has approved to extend 
the ambit of the scheme 
by including all land 
holding eligible farm-
er families under the 
scheme, subject to the 
prevalent exclusion cri-
teria,” Tomar told report-
ers after the meeting.

The Rs 75,000-crore 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Siddhi (PMKSS) 
was announced in the 
interim Budget under 
which the government 
decided to provide Rs 
6,000 per year (in three 
equal instalments) to an 
estimated 12.5 crore small 
and marginal farmers hold-
ing land up to 2 hectares. 
“Now, the revised scheme 
envisages to cover around 
2 crore more farmers in-
creasing the coverage of the 
PM-KISAN to around 14.5 
crore beneficiaries,” the 
minister said.

He said total burden 
on the exchequer will in-
crease by Rs 12,000 crore 
to Rs 87,217.50 crore for 
the year 2019-20.

So far, the first in-
stalment has been given 
to only 3.11 crore ben-
eficiaries and second to 
2.66 crore beneficiaries, 
as many states did not 
provide the data of eligi-
ble farmers, Tomar said.  

Car set ablaze, dog slaughtered 
in front of BJP leader’s residence
Itanagar, May 31 (PTI): 
A person drove a car, 
parked it in front of 
Arunachal BJP president 
Tapir Gaos private resi-
dence here Friday morn-
ing and set it on fire be-
fore slaughtering a street 
dog, the police said.

As per a CCTV foot-
age the incidents took 
place at Mowb-II here at 
around 6 am when the 
streets were empty, Cap-
ital superintendent of 
police Tumme Amo said.

Police have launched 
an investigation to nab 
the culprit at the earliest 
he said.

Gao has been elected 
from Arunachal East Par-
liamentary constituency 
in the recent Lok Sabha 
polls.

The BJP state unit 
has condemned the inci-
dent and appealed to the 
administration to take 
stringent action against 
criminal “elements”. It 
also asked the authori-
ties to ensure exemplary 
punishment to them as 
per law. In a civilised so-

ciety, there is no room for 
such elements and the 
authority should not let 
few criminals usurp the 
peace and tranquillity 
of the society.... The rule 
of law prevails and any 
breach of law and order 
should be dealt with iron 
hands, partys media sec-
retary Nalong Mize said 
in a statement.

He said no amount 
of “barbaric activities” 
against the party or its 
karyakartas will dent the 
popularity of BJP in the 
state, which saw simulta-
neous parliamentary and 
assembly polls.

In the recent elec-
tion people have reposed 
their faith in BJP and its 
karyakartas by giving it 
the mandate to rule the 
state. Hence, BJP advises 
its detractors to desist 
from cheap and clinched 
tactics against the party 
or its karyakartas as it is 
not going to change the 
goodwill of people for 
the party, Mize said.

None owed the re-
sponsibility of the act.

More MPs from Bengal 
to be inducted in 

union ministry: BJP
Kolkata, May 31 (PTI): 
Sensing anger among the 
party’s rank and file over 
the fact that only two of 
the 18 West Bengal MPs 
got ministerial berths, 
state BJP president Dilip 
Ghosh Friday said more 
parliamentarians will be 
made ministers in future.

Senior BJP leader 
Mukul Roy, one of the 
key figures in the par-
ty’s stellar performance 
in the Lok Sabha polls in 
Bengal, too exuded con-
fidence that more MPs 
from West Bengal will 
be inducted in the Union 
ministry and asked the 
party workers to wait for 
some time.

“Two MPs have been 
inducted (in the union 
council of ministers) and 
several others will also 
be made ministers in fu-
ture. It is a continuous 
process,” Ghosh said.

Two BJP MPs from 
the state were sworn-in 
as ministers of state in 
New Delhi on Thursday.

While Babul Supriyo 
was given the ministry 
of environment, for-
est and climate change, 
first time MP Debasree 

Chaudhuri got the min-
istry of women and child 
development. Supriyo, a 
play-back singer turned 
politician, had served as 
MoS in the previous gov-
ernment as well.

“The BJP is a nation-
al party and the TMC is 
a regional party. A lot of 
factors need to be kept 
in mind while selecting 
members of the union 
council of ministers. 
There should be repre-
sentation from the entire 
country,” Roy said.

“I will request you 
(party workers) to wait 
for some time. More MPs 
will be inducted in the 
ministry,” Roy said.

Ghosh said the re-
sponsibility of the state 
party unit was to send 
as many BJP MPs to Lok 
Sabha as possible so that 
Narendra Modi becomes 
the prime minister for a 
second time.

The BJP won 18 of 
the 42 Lok Sabha seats 
in West Bengal, four less 
than the TMC’s 22. The 
remaining two seats 
were bagged by the 
Congress, while the Left 
Front drew a blank.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

We Gossip So That We Don’t 
Have to Engage
Time to change that

Rumours serve only one purpose - entertainment. 
They titillate, scandalise, and then evaporate. In 

most cases, the receivers and circulators of such gos-
sip know that no one believes the rumours and ev-
eryone partakes in it only get over the boredom with 
which most people appear afflicted in these lazy win-
ter months. That said, there also appear to be a whole 
lot of people, who even if they don’t accept rumours as 
true, convince themselves that there has to be a germ of 
truth some layers down for active imaginations to have 
created the dramatized versions in circulation. And 
then there is that whole smoke and mirrors trick that 
‘information’ bereft of context can pull. But then again, 
while one can reason with the informed, there is really 
no defence against ignorance. Hence, at the end of the 
day, there is really only one way to settle a rumour – ig-
noring it. But while it is easy to ignore something when 
it is only whispered in street corners and closed circles, 
it becomes difficult to do so when they are palmed out 
and circulated in the public domain.

The drift should be obvious by now. Most rumours 
are brought into wider circulation by political par-
ties, both ruling and opposition and the in-betweens, 
by way of press releases, public speeches, throwaway 
comments and wink-wink suggestions. Trolls, and the 
anonymity they hide behind, have now made it possi-
ble for nuance to be abandoned on “social media” and 
fling anything at the thousands of walls hoping that 
something sticks. Leaders, most of them new to the me-
dium, make the mistake of engaging with agent provo-
cateurs either by getting into arguments themselves, 
unleashing their online armies or issuing official deni-
als and/or suffering an online meltdown themselves. 
The moment they do any of these, they give the faceless 
rumour-mongers credibility as representative voices 
because they receive response. Once this cycle begins, 
followers follow and the lines start getting blurred and 
suspicions start getting stronger. 

Meanwhile, newspapers, by the very definition 
of their jobs, are required to allow space for public 
statements by public personalities. Unfortunately, the 
party workers who play rumours into the streets are 
not required to be accountable. What is worse, few de-
mands are made of them to even be professional. Alle-
gations are raised without even prima facie evidence 
and claims are made without any supporting evidence 
and very often condemnations issued on something 
that is only being gossiped. To deny them the space by 
way of news coverage would be unfair to the profession 
of journalism, but to sensationalise their statements 
means being even more unprofessional. It is a difficult 
call, but given the extremes to which claims and count-
er-claims swerve in the political domain, the only hope 
is that the readers can see through the weak fronts on 
their own and sift the gossip from the news. 

That would be the ideal situation, but we don’t live 
in an ideal world.  

The best defence against rumour-mongering would 
have been strong implementation of the Right to Infor-
mation Act. If that were to happen, whenever people 
felt real fears or suspicions, they would be able to draft 
an application and exercise their right to information. 
But information by itself is worthless if the debate 
that follows is not intelligent, informed and coherent. 
Thus far, public debates have essentially been shouting 
matches with no heed paid to putting things in context 
or explaining the issues, much like the nightly TV news-
room debates. The people had to make do with slang-
ing matches, but, if the people desire, things can be dif-
ferent now. They can inform themselves in advance and 
then hear out the politicians to decide whether their 
arguments and interpretations are sound or not. At the 
end of the day, the only weapon against rumours is the 
truth. Circulate it in the public domain and embarrass 
those who deal in rumours.

Women’s World Cup: Extra time to reflect on 
the broader injustices women and girls face

Journalist killings, arrests and assaults climb 
worldwide as authoritarianism spreads

RANDy COvINGTON
theconversation.com

Myanmar, nudged by the con-
science of the world, recently 

released two Reuters journalists 
imprisoned for more than 500 days – 
good news in what otherwise has been 
a dismal period for media freedom.

The 2019 Press Freedom Index 
by Reporters Without Borders shows 
how hatred of journalists has degen-
erated into violence and created “an 
intense climate of fear” worldwide.

According to the Paris-based 
nonprofit, 12 reporters have been 
killed so far this year and 172 are in 
jail. In the last decade, according to 
the group, 702 journalists have been 
killed, including 63 last year.

“The number of countries re-
garded as safe, where journalists can 
work in complete security, continues 
to decline, while authoritarian re-
gimes continue to tighten their grip 
on the media,” the report states.

Myanmar ranks 138th of 180 
countries evaluated on media inde-
pendence, laws, abuses and other 
factors. Norway, Finland and Sweden 
are seen as the most free. The U.S. 
is 48th, dropping three spots since 
2018. Eritrea, North Korea and Turk-
menistan are at the bottom of the list.
REPORTING UNDER AUTHORITAR-
IAN RuLE

Many countries in the lower third 
of the Press Freedom Index are au-
thoritarian regimes in Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia.

In these places, which have few 
protections for free speech, media 
organizations are weak and often de-
pend on the government for advertis-
ing. Journalists typically are poorly 
paid and have little training.

In this environment, report-
ers who upset the government 
are at risk.

As head of the University of South 
Carolina’s Newsplex initiative, I have 
trained journalists all over the world, 
many from countries with restric-

tions on free speech.
I always have been struck by the 

similarities among journalists, re-
gardless of country. They are curious, 
they like to help people, and they 
want their work to have impact.

What is different, though, is the 
environment in which those journal-
ists work.

In strong democracies like those 
of Europe, the United States and 
parts of Latin America, journalists 
aspire to uncover the facts and to 
hold the powerful accountable. They 
are shielded by centuries-old tradi-
tions and laws that protect freedom 
of speech.

In young or weak democracies, 
there are few if any protections. Jour-
nalists are seen by the government 
and to some extent by society as 
partners in the country’s develop-
ment. As in authoritarian countries 
like China or much of the Middle 
East, stories that question or em-
barrass the government are often 
suppressed.
JOURNAlISM UNDER SIEGE IN 
MYANMAR

Myanmar is a case study of the 
tensions between authoritarian re-
gimes and truth-seeking journalists.

Myanmar, formerly known as 
Burma, was a military dictatorship 
from 1962 to 2011. While it has be-
gun to move toward democracy, the 
military retains significant control 
over this Southeast Asian nation of 
53 million.

Myanmar is largely Buddhist 
and the government has little tol-
erance for the country’s Muslim 
minority, called the Rohingya. Since 
late 2016, the Rohingya have been 
victims of what the United Nations 
describes as “ethnic cleansing” by 
the government.

A 2017 report from Doctors 
Without Borders, a humanitarian 
organization, said it is likely that the 
Myanmar military has killed more 
than 10,000 Rohingya. 

The Reuters journalists, Wa Lone 

and Kyaw Soe Oo, were arrested for 
investigating the deaths of 10 Ro-
hingya men and boys. Their convic-
tion for violating the Official Secrets 
Act – a British colonial-era law in 
Myanmar that treats virtually all gov-
ernment information as confidential 
– shows how the country attempts to 
silence criticism.

In 2013 I was at the World News-
paper Congress in Bangkok, where I 
heard Burmese journalists talk about 
their hopes and concerns.

The installation of a civilian gov-
ernment in 2011 was a positive sign, 
and the Myanmar government had 
recently allowed privately-owned 
newspapers to operate for the first 
time in 50 years. Change was coming, 
and I sensed a spirit of optimism in 
the air, though it was still not clear 
who really held power in the country.

The journalists wondered if the 
limited press freedom they had ex-
perienced would continue, and they 
worried over how to find and train 
journalists in a country without a 
history of independent media.

Perhaps most importantly, they 
asked, how could they convince 
those in power that society is best 
served by a free press?

In 2015, hopes for democracy 
soared with the election of Aung San 
Suu Kyi – a Nobel Prize-winning de-
mocracy activist who spent 15 years 
under house arrest for opposing the 
military dictatorship.

Instead, an estimated 800,000 
Rohingya Muslims have fled to neigh-
boring Bangladesh since she took of-
fice in 2016, and at least 43 journal-
ists have been arrested, according to 
Human Rights Watch.
MyANMAR’S lIMITED DEMOC-
RACY

The travails of being a publisher 
or journalist in a developing country 
can be seen through the experiences 
of Dr. Than Htut Aung, and his Eleven 
Media Group, one of Myanmar’s lead-
ing publishers.

At that 2013 World Newspaper 

Congress, the World Association of 
Newspapers and News Publishers 
honored Dr. Aung for his fight against 
government censorship.

Since then, things haven’t gotten 
any easier for him or his company. 
Reporters and senior editors have 
been charged by the government 
with defamation, contempt of court 
and publishing incorrect informa-
tion, generally for exposing or alleg-
ing government corruption and pub-
lic malfeasance.

In 2016, the government even 
sued Dr. Aung for a column in which 
he questioned how a government 
official got an expensive watch and 
whether he had ties to shady busi-
ness figures.

Myanmar’s press crackdown has 
attracted global attention.

“Rather than punishing investi-
gative reporting that is designed to 
safeguard the public interest, offi-
cials in Myanmar should acknowl-
edge the role of independent media 
as a necessary support to democratic 
institutions,” wrote the World Asso-
ciation of Newspapers.

Journalists in countries like 
Myanmar have little hope if they are 
working in isolation.

In May, editors from Myanmar 
and other countries in the region 
gathered in Singapore to form an 
Asian chapter of the World Editors 
Forum, which defends press freedom 
and promotes editorial excellence. 
Led by Warren Fernandez, the editor 
of Singapore’s The Straits Times, the 
collaboration could lead to training, 
more professionalism and more legal 
protections for journalists in Myan-
mar and neighboring countries.

Beyond the region, worldwide 
pressure led to the release of Lone 
and Oo, who were awarded a 2019 
Pulitzer Prize for international re-
porting, a significant honor for two 
journalists doing their jobs under 
very difficult circumstances. 

[the writer is Professor, 
University of South Carolina]

SARAH ZIPP & lIlAMANI DE SOySA
theconversation.com

Few events in women’s sport generate more at-
tention than the football World Cup. Around 

750m people watched the last tournament and, in 
June, France will host the 2019 competition, fea-
turing the defending champions from the US.

But the American team’s battle off the pitch 
may reveal more about the state of women’s foot-
ball than match day performances. In March, the 
squad filed a lawsuit against USA Soccer, the gov-
erning body of the sport in the country, alleging 
gender discrimina-
tion. The vast pay 
gap between the 
men’s and women’s 
teams – despite the 
women consistently 
outperforming the 
men and generating 
more revenue – is 
just one aspect of the 
legal undertaking.

The squad is ar-
guing for more than 
a pay raise. Its mem-
bers want increased 
support for develop-
ing youth football, 
promoting the game 
and better pathways 
for women in inter-
national leadership 
roles. These factors 
are critical to the fu-
ture success of the 
sport and improving opportunities for girls and 
women to benefit from participation.

This struggle extends far beyond one team, one 
sport or one country. It forms part of a much wid-
er movement for equal rights across all levels of 
sport, human rights and politics.

In February 2019, an important step was taken 
when the United Nations Education Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and the Swiss 
government agreed to carry out a feasibility study 
into the creation of a new “global observatory” for 
women and sport.

A global observatory (a source of information, 
analysis and activism) would help align several 
parallel movements: the UN’s overall efforts to pro-
mote gender equality, its sustainable development 
goals in low and middle income countries, and the 
ongoing struggle for girls and women in sport.

For decades, these complementary movements 

have helped advance social change around the 
globe, working to make the world into a more 
inclusive space. Yet at the pinnacle of women’s 
sport, the best athletes are undeniably treated 
as lesser beings.

Yes, there are differences in popularity and 
revenue in elite sport, but how sports make profit 
is complex and gendered. Nevertheless, it is hard 
to argue against improving opportunities for girls 
and women to simply play sport for health, social 
inclusion and recreation.

The global observatory would aspire to 
identify these inequalities, analyse them, and 

advocate for change. Yet gender equality ini-
tiatives often languish in review, debate and 
endless contemplation.

In the 1970s, the Olympic system was slowly 
(and controversially) expanding opportunities 
for women. The UN also began considering gender 
equality, and in 1979 adopted an international trea-
ty, The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

Essentially a bill of rights for women that pro-
hibits discrimination by sex, it has been ratified by 
189 countries. (The US is one of seven countries 
which have not ratified CEDAW – alongside Iran, 
Somalia and South Sudan.)

Various groups pressed on for greater social 
change, but it wasn’t until the 1994 international 
conference on women and sport that the Brigh-
ton Declaration was drafted, which has served as 
a road map for gender equality in sport. At Brigh-

ton in England, the International Working Group 
on Women and Sport (IWG) was born, becoming 
a leading voice for gender equality in sport and a 
UNESCO partner.

Another push came after the 2004 Olympics, 
when a UNESCO group of ministers for sport first 
proposed the global observatory. But the call 
stalled for years until it was revived in 2017. Then, 
in April 2019, the Swiss government agreed to 
conduct the feasibility study.
THE MARATHON Of GENDER EqUAlITy

Progress has been slow, and it will be one of the 
tasks of the observatory, when it is finally formed, 

to understand why.
Justice delayed is jus-

tice denied – especially in 
sport, when a month’s hia-
tus can destroy a life long 
dream such as competing 
at the Olympics. Olympic 
champion Caster Semen-
ya is currently prevented 
from competing by a rul-
ing which would force her 
to take hormone suppress-
ing drugs. Her battle is far 
from over. More broadly, 
each delay represents op-
portunities lost for girls 
and women the world over.

Swiss support in mov-
ing the gender and sport 
agenda further is a valu-
able step forward. Switzer-
land is also the place where 
the UN (in Geneva) and 
the international world of 

sport meet (Lausanne is home to the International 
Olympic Committee and many international sport 
federations). An observatory for women and sport 
in Switzerland could become a nexus for sport, 
gender equality and human rights.

All of this matters beyond sport. Systematic in-
equalities in sport have a major impact on people’s 
lives and reflect diverse social, economic and polit-
ical inequalities.

The observatory should be the platform that 
monitors, advocates and ensures equality in sport 
– and beyond. If it does that, everyone will benefit. 
As Benjamin Franklin once said:

“Justice will not be served until those who are 
unaffected are as outraged as those who are.”

[Sarah Zipp is Lecturer, Faculty of 
Health Science and Sport, University of 

Stirling; Lilamani de Soysa is Researcher in 
Sports Studies, University of Tsukuba]
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Ex-Bhutan premier criticises two 
Indian TV channels for wrongly 

identifying prime minister

Mizoram Congress extends 
support to Rahul gandhi

Teenager dies after playing PuBg 
game on cellphone for 6 hours

Tripura forest dept takes 
measures to protect vultures

Neemuch (MP), May 31 
(PTI): A 16-year-old boy 
died of cardiac arrest 
allegedly while playing 
PUBG battle game on 
his mobile phone for six 
hours at a stretch here in 
Madhya Pradesh, his fa-
ther said Friday.

The deceased was 
identified as Furkan 
Qureshi, a Class 12 stu-
dent.

The incident took 
place on May 28 when 
Furkan Qureshi and his 
family, settled at Nasir-
abad in Rajasthan, had 
come to Neemuch to 
attend a marriage, the 
teenager’s father, Haroon 
Rasheed Qureshi, said.

Police said they have 
not been informed about 
the boy’s death by his 
family and hence not 
launching a probe as 
of now. Before Furkan 
Qureshi became unre-
sponsive Monday while 
playing the online game, 
Player Unknown’s Bat-
tleground (PUBG), on his 
smartphone, he `shouted 
blast it, blast it’, his father 
told PTI.

“He was a very active 
lad. My son was so en-

grossed in PUBG game 
that he played it from 
Sunday evening to early 
hours of Monday.

“He slept for a few 
hours and after getting 
up had his breakfast and 
then played the game for 
six hours at a stretch,” 
Haroon Qureshi said.

“Furkan shouted 
`blast it, blast it’ after his 
character in the game 
lost a battle,” he said.

The teenager was 

rushed to a hospital after 
he became unresponsive 
while playing the game, 
but could not be resus-
citated. “I examined him 
at my nursing home. He 
was unresponsive. His 
heart beat had stopped. I 
tried my best but he was 
brought dead,” cardiolo-
gist Ashok Jain said.

Another city-based 
cardiologist Vipul Garg 
said children nowadays 
get so much mentally in-

volved in playing battle 
games on mobile phones 
that their emotions run 
high due to thrill and ex-
citement, and they often 
fall prey to heart failure.

Children should be 
kept away from such mo-
bile games, Garg said.

Kotwali police sta-
tion inspector Ajay Sar-
wan said they had not 
been informed that the 
boys death has taken 
place due to a mobile 

phone game.
“So we are not prob-

ing it,” he added.
The popular smart-

phone game has been 
blamed for adversely af-
fecting studies, overall 
behaviour, conduct and 
language of children.

The game has been 
banned by the police in 
some cities of Gujarat on 
ground that it leads to vi-
olent behaviour among 
children and youth.

Agartala, May 31 (PTI): 
As part of its environment 
conservation efforts, the 
forest department in Tri-
pura is planning to set 
up a vulture colony, with 
abundant food options 
and a suitable ecosystem, 
at Khowai district, where 
the critically endan-
gered bird was recently 
sighted.

The scavenger bird, 
which plays a vital role in 
cleaning up the environ-
ment, is suffering a de-
cline in population due to 
a range of threats, includ-
ing diclofenac poisoning 
and habitat destruction.

Niraj Kumar Chan-
chal, the divisional forest 
officer (DFO) of Khowai, 
said 26 vultures were 
spotted at Kalyanpur 
area along the river bank 
and more than 10 at 
Chebri area.

We are planning to 
build a restaurant for vul-
tures in Kalyanpur and 
Chebri so that these birds 
do not run out of food. We 
would supply carcasses 
of animals at their resting 
and roosting places, Chan-
chal told PTI.

A survey carried out 
by former chief wildlife 
warden Atul Gupta has 
shown that South Tripu-
ra and Sipahijala are the 
two other districts in the 

state, where the bird has 
been sighted in consider-
able numbers.

“Vultures are an 
important part of the 
eco-system.

They maintain a bal-
ance between the living 
and the dead by devour-
ing carcasses. Among 
the nine species of the 
birds sighted in the 
country, white-rumped 
vulture found in Tripu-
ra has been identified 
as critically endangered, 
Gupta said.

Chanchal attributed 
the recent increase in 
numbers in Tripura to 
favourable habitat and 
non-use of diclofenac 
pills.

“Although India has 
banned manufacture of 
diclofenac tablets, a pain 
killer, for animals, the 
pills are being manufac-
tured for human use. The 
farmers often illegally 
use these tables to treat 
cattle. Vultures, over-
dosed with diclofenac 
are unable to lay eggs.

In Tripura, however, 
farmers and herders do 
not use the drug as it is a 
costly one, he added.

The forest official 
also observed that big 
and solitary trees, along 
a waterbody, are ideal for 
‘roosting and resting’ of 

the endangered species.
“We have seen vul-

tures roosting on Shimul 
trees. So, we started a 
drive to plant as many 
Shimul trees as possible 
on the river banks,” he 
said.

The Bombay Nature 
History Society, in a re-
port, said India once had 
a total vulture popula-
tion of 20 million, which, 
by 2009, dipped to one 
per cent of the figure.

Prasenjit Biswas, an 
ornithologist who au-
thored The Last Flight of 
the Vulture, said human 
incursion and unavail-
ability of food were the 
major reasons behind 
the decline in population.

The Rudra Sagar 
Lake, its surroundings 
and the Sipahijala sanc-
tuary, with its large 
lakes and forests, used 
to be a favourite haunt 
of the white-rumped 
vultures till the late 
eighties, he rued.

“Human corpses 
are rarely dumped in 
the open, while animal 
carcasses are safely dis-
posed off. This has de-
prived the vultures of 
their livelihood,” Biswas, 
who has been study-
ing the movements and 
traits of vultures for over 
a decade, added.

Thimpu, May 31 (PTI): 
Former Bhutan premier 
Tshering Tobgay has crit-
icised some Indian TV 
channels for “insulting” 
his country by using the 
wrong photographs of 
current Prime Minister 
Lotay Tshering in their 
coverage of his arrival to 
attend the swearing-in 
ceremony of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in 
New Delhi.

Covering his arrival, a 
news channel displayed 
the picture of Tshering 
Wangchuk, chief advisor 
of Bhutan’s interim gov-
ernment, with Tshering’s 
name, while another 

channel telecast Tob-
gay’s image, addressing 
him as the current Bhu-
tanese premier. Taking to 
Twitter to express his an-
guish, Tobgay on Thurs-
day shared two screen-
shots where Tshering 
was identified wrongly 
and said, “India’s media 
would be up in arms if 
any other country got the 
picture of their PM wrong. 
Yet they continue to em-
barrass themselves and 
insult us when it comes 
to identifying our PM.”

“Bhutan may be 
small, but she is India’s 
close neighbour and a 
very close friend,” he 

tweeted. Following Tob-
gay’s tweet, Indian social 
media users apologised 
to him for the gaffe.

Subsequently, Tobgay 
posted a picture of the 
prime minister on Twit-
ter and said, “My thanks 
to the many Indians for 
the outpouring of sup-
port and understanding. 
Attached is a photo of 
Prime Minister Lotay 
Tshering for the me-
dia’s ready reference. 
The pictures used are of 
former Prime Minister 
(yours truly) and Chief 
Advisor of interim gov-
ernment (Chief Justice 
Tshering Wangchuk)”.

Aizawl, May 31 (PTI): 
The Congress in Mizoram 
on Friday extended full 
support to the leader-
ship of AICC chief Rahul 
Gandhi and said there is 
no need for him to resign.

Gandhi had offered 
to resign as the par-
ty president after the 
Congress received a 
severe drubbing in the 
Lok Sabha polls.

A resolution adopt-
ed at the meeting of the 
Mizoram Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (MPCC) 
unanimously decided to 
stand by Gandhi.

“Gandhi must con-
tinue as the party presi-

dent. We strongly believe 
that his leadership is re-
quired for the Congress, 
to steer the party out of 
its current state...,” the 
resolution said.

“The MPCC sincere-
ly felt that Rahul Gandhi 
had shown an exem-
plary leadership during 
the party’s election 
campaigning across the 
country... (though) the 
outcome of the recent 
Lok Sabha election may 
not have come in our fa-
vour,” it said.

The resolution said 
the Congress is one of 
the few parties that won 
more seats in this Lok 

Sabha polls than in the 
2014 election, “and there-
fore we felt that Rahul 
Gandhi’s leadership is re-
quired for the organisation”.

The Congress im-
proved on its 2014 tally 
of 44, winning 52 Lok 
Sabha seats this year.

“The Congress had 
lost (polls) many times 
in the past and bounced 
back.... With Gandhi’s 
leadership, we will sure 
come back and save the 
motherland like we had 
done in the past,” it add-
ed. The resolution said 
Gandhi has championed 
the spirit of secularism in 
the country.

HRD panel wants national 
education commission, 

Indian knowledge 
systems in syllabus

New Delhi, May 31 
(PTI): Incorporating In-
dian knowledge systems 
in the curriculum, con-
stituting a National Edu-
cation Commission and 
curbing arbitrary fees 
hikes by private schools 
are among the recom-
mendations made by an 
expert panel to the HRD 
ministry for the new Na-
tional Education Policy 
(NEP).

The draft of the new 
NEP, formulated by a 
committee led by former 
ISRO chief K Kasturiran-
gan, was handed over to 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nis-
hank, who took charge 
as the Union Human 
Resource Development 
Minister on Friday.

The existing NEP was 
framed in 1986 and re-
vised in 1992. A new ed-
ucation policy was part 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s manifesto ahead 
of the 2014 general elec-
tion.

Apart from Kastur-
irangan, the committee 
had eight members, in-
cluding mathematician 
Manjul Bhargava.

The experts also took 
into account the report 
of a panel headed by for-
mer cabinet secretary 
T S R Subramanian and 
formed by the HRD min-
istry when it was being 
headed by Smriti Irani.

“Indian contribution 
to knowledge and the 
historical context that 
led to them will be in-
corporated wherever 
relevant, into the existing 
school curriculum and 
textbooks,” the policy 
draft read.

“The topics will in-
clude Indian contribu-
tion to mathematics, 
astronomy, philosophy, 
psychology, yoga, archi-
tecture, medicine, as well 
as governance, polity, so-
ciety, and conservation 
course on Indian knowl-
edge systems,” it added.

A new apex body, des-
ignated as the Rashtri-
ya Shiksha Aayog or the 
NEC, shall be constituted 
for “developing, artic-

ulating, implementing, 
evaluating, and revising 
the vision of education in 
the country on a continu-
ous and sustained basis”, 
the draft said.

To bring the focus 
back on education and 
learning, the MHRD 
should be renamed as 
the Ministry of Educa-
tion, the panel stressed.

The policy draft also 
suggests that private 
schools may be free to 
set their fees structure 
but shall not increase the 
amount (taken under any 
head) arbitrarily.

“A reasonable in-
crease, which can stand 
public scrutiny, such as 
inflation-related, can be 
made. Any substantial 
increase in the fees that 
cannot be anticipated 
or justified shall not be 
made, including under 
any ‘fees head’ such as 
‘school development’ or 
an ‘infrastructure fund’,” 
the draft said.

“The percentage fee 
increase, permissible 
based on inflation and 
other factors, will be de-
cided by a new regulato-
ry authority for schools, 
the State School Regula-
tory Authority (SSRA), 
for every three-year peri-
od,” the draft added.

The policy further 
stresses on liberal ed-
ucation as it points out 
that among the eminent 
graduates and scholars 
of the ancient univer-
sities of Takshila and 
Nalanda were the phi-
losopher and economist 
Chanakya; the Sanskrit 
grammarian, mathema-
tician, and discoverer 
of generative grammar, 
Panini; the leader and 
statesman Chandragupta 
Maurya; and the math-
ematician and astrono-
mer, Aryabhata.

The NEP draft sug-
gests that students be 
allowed to take a board 
examination in a given 
subject in whichever 
semester they take the 
corresponding class in 
school that is whenever 
they feel most ready. 

Monsoon to be below normal 
over north, south India: IMD

New Delhi, May 31 
(PTI): The overall mon-
soon across the country 
is “most likely” to be nor-
mal this season but it will 
be below normal over 
north and south India, 
the India Meteorological 
Department said in its 
forecast Friday.

The El-Nino phenom-
enon, generally believed 
to have its impact on 
monsoon, will continue 
during the rainy season. 
However, there is a possi-
bility of these conditions 
to turn neutral during 
the later part of the rain-
fall season, the IMD said.

The El-Nino is linked 
to the heating of Pacif-
ic waters. Monsoon is 
likely to be below nor-
mal in July and normal 
in August. “Rainfall over 
the country as a whole 
for the 2019 southwest 
monsoon season is most 
likely to be normal,” the 
IMD said. It is likely to be 

96 per cent of the Long 
Period Average, the IMD 
said. The LPA over the 
country as a whole from 
1951-2000 is 89 cen-
timeters. Anything be-
tween 96-104 per cent of 
the LPA is normal.

Monsoon is catego-
rised as below normal if 
the LPA is between 90-96 
per cent and classified as 
deficient, if below that. 
Anything above 110 per 
cent of the LPA is classi-
fied as excess.

Region-wise, the 
seasonal rainfall is like-
ly to be 94 per cent of 
LPA over north-west 
India, 100 per cent of 
LPA over central India, 
97 per cent of LPA over 
southern peninsula and 
91 per cent of LPA over 
northeast India, all with 
a model error of plus or 
minus 8 per cent.

The northwest India 
sub-division of the IMD 
covers the entire north 

India, while the central 
India subdivision encom-
passes states like Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Goa, Gujarat and Chhattis-
garh. The northeast India 
subdivision covers states 
of West Bengal, Bihar, Odi-
sha, Jharkhand and the entire 
northeast, while the southern 
peninsula covers the five states 
of the south and the Union Ter-
ritory of Puducherry.

“The monthly rain-
fall over the country as 
whole is likely to be 95 
per cent of its LPA during 
July and 99 per cent of 
LPA during August both 
with a model error of 
plus or minus 9 per cent.

“The current weak El 
Nino conditions over Pa-
cific are likely to contin-
ue during the monsoon 
season with some possi-
bility of these conditions 
to turn to neutral ENSO 
conditions during the lat-
er part of the monsoon 
season,” the IMD said. 
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New Zealand begin World Cup 
charge against Sri Lanka

‘That wasn’t my best catch’: Modest 
Stokes produces World Cup gem

Warner will open if he is fully fit to play against Afghans: Langer

We need to move on 
quickly from England 

loss: Du Plessis

london, May 31 (AfP): 
New Zealand are happy 
to go under the radar as 
they prepare to launch 
their campaign for World 
Cup glory against Sri Lan-
ka in Cardiff on Saturday.

The Black Caps 
reached the final four 
years ago for the first 
time after six semi-final 
defeats, only to be sound-
ly beaten by Australia in 
Melbourne.

Kane Williamson has 
replaced the swashbuck-
ling Brendon McCullum 
as captain but the core 
of the team that came so 
close in 2015 remains.

Since the last World 
Cup, New Zealand have 
risen as high as second 
in the world rankings but 
have also been beaten at 
home by South Africa, 
England and India.

New Zealand beat 
fancied India in their 
opening World Cup 
warm-up game before 
going down to the West 
Indies.

Former Kiwi pace-
man James Franklin is 
confident Williamson’s 
side can claim their first 
World Cup trophy.

“New Zealand are in 
a sweet spot. No one’s 
talking about us too 
much,” he said at the 
opening party of the 12th 

edition of the 50-over 
tournament. “We’re for-
ever the underdogs and 
that suits us quite well.... 
If we can get some form 
going over the next few 
weeks, there’s no rea-
son why New Zealand 
couldn’t go on and win 
the World Cup.”

Taylor has been in 
breathtaking form in re-

cent years in the one-day 
game, averaging over 60 
in ODIs in 2017 and more 
than 90 last year.

Williamson, ranked 
12th, and Martin Guptill, 
ranked 10th, are the oth-
er main dangermen in 
the New Zealand batting 
line-up Trent Boult leads 
an impressive bowling 
attack, with Colin de 

Grandhomme and Tim 
Southee for company. 
Spinners Ish Sodhi and 
Mitchell Santner offer 
useful variety.
- ClEAR fAvOURITES -

“The way T20 cricket 
goes, it can come down 
to six or 12 runs at the 
end of it, and ODI cricket 
is becoming an extended 
version of T20 cricket in 

my opinion,” Boult said.
“If you can make 

those big 17 or 18-run 
overs into 12-run overs, 
that can make a big dif-
ference in the end. If 
we’re clear on that, we 
can go a fair way in this 
tournament.”

The Kiwis start clear 
favourites in their open-
er against 1996 winners 

Sri Lanka, a side that has 
slumped to ninth in the 
ODI rankings. Newly ap-
pointed captain Dimuth 
Karunaratne, who has 
returned to the ODI fold 
after four years away, has 
been handed the respon-
sibility of lifting a team 
that have lost eight of 
their past nine ODIs.

But Sri Lanka have 
an impressive World Cup 
record, with one title, two 
runners-up finishes and 
one semi-final appearance. 
“Sri Lanka always find a 
way to do well in World 
Cups,” said former captain 
Mahela Jayawardene.

“Yes, there have been 
some different changes 
to the set-up. The captain 
himself hasn’t played 
one-day cricket for a 
while but he’s a wonder-
ful player.”

“They are trying to 
bring a bit more stability 
into the group. You still 
have some exciting talent 
-- Angelo Mathews, Kusal 
Perera, Kusal Mendis. 
There are matchwinners 
in that unit.

“Four/five wins can 
get you a semi-final berth 
and Sri Lanka would be 
looking at that option 
and try and execute 
each game at a time. I 
still feel they have got a 
very good chance.

london, May 30 (AfP): 
Ben Stokes insists his 
astonishing catch in En-
gland’s World Cup rout of 
South Africa on Thursday 
doesn’t rank as the best 
of his career.

Stokes capped a man-
of-the-match display in 
England’s 104-run victo-
ry at the Oval with one 
of the greatest catches in 
World Cup history.

Diving backwards to 
dismiss Andile Phehluk-
wayo with a one-handed 
take on the boundary off 
Adil Rashid, Stokes’ sen-
sational effort was im-
mediately labelled “the 
catch of the century” by 
former England spinner 
Phil Tufnell on the BBC.

It was the culmina-
tion of a remarkable day 
for Stokes, who also top-
scored for England with 
89 in 79 balls and took 
the last two wickets in 
successive balls to finish 
off the South Africans.

But Stokes claimed 
he preferred his stunning 
one-handed grab of an 
Adam Voges edge in the 
gully during a 2015 Ash-
es Test against Australia 
at Trent Bridge.

Asked if it was the 
greatest catch of his 
life, Stokes told report-
ers: “Nah, that one was 

against the Aussies, so 
that one ranks higher!” 
Stokes admitted he had 
misjudged the flight of 
the ball initially, leading 
Phehlukwayo’s shot to 
flash past him until the 
all-rounder leapt back-
wards to complete a 
jaw-dropping catch with 
his right hand.

“I was actually in the 
wrong position. It would 
have been a regulation 
catch if I was in the right 
place, but yeah it is one 
of those that sticks or 
doesn’t,” Stokes said.

“I bowled the next 
over and Eoin Morgan 
had to come to me and 
ask if my heart rate had 
gone down. Things like 

that catch do get you 
fizzed up.

“I didn’t really know 
quite hard to react to 
be honest. I just tried to 
take it in.” Regardless of 
which catch deserves top 
billing on Stokes’ CV, the 
27-year-old was grateful 
to be back in the spotlight 
for the right reasons.

Stokes had strug-
gled to hit the heights he 
showed before being ac-
quitted of affray last year 
following an incident 
outside a Bristol night-
club.

He returned from 
the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) earlier this 
year out of form with 
both bat and ball. But 

Stokes showed England 
can rely on him and 
he hailed the resound-
ing win in the opening 
match of the tourna-
ment as a “perfect day”.

“The best thing about 
being an all rounder is 
you can influence the 
game pretty much the 
whole 100 overs. It is al-
ways nice when you can 
contribute to the team 
winning,” he said.

“The most pleasing 
thing is we have got the 
first game out of the way 
and winning like that. 
There were a few nerves 
knocking about, there 
definitely was for me as I 
have not felt like that in a 
long time.

Bristol, May 31 (PTI): 
In no mood to take any 
chances with David 
Warner, Australia coach 
Justin Langer said the 
left-handed opener will 
surely open the innings 
if he is fully fit to play in 
their World Cup opener 
against Afghanistan on 
Saturday.

Langer is still sweat-
ing over Warner’s fitness 
but insisted that he will 
take no chances if the 
dashing opener is not 
100 per cent fit.

Warner is suffering 
from an injury to his glu-
te muscle.

“He (Warner) was a 
bit sore on Wednesday. 
He’s just a bit sore in his 
right glute. He is desper-
ate to play, he’d love to 
play like all 15 players 
would,” Langer said.

“He’s jumping out 
of his skin, his energy is 
up and he’s laughing a 
lot which is a good sign. 
He’s really keen but 
we’ve got to make sure 
he can move, particularly 

in the field. “We’ve got 
to make sure we don’t 
aggravate it early in a 
long tournament. He 
will open the first game 
if he’s fit,” he said.

In case Warner is 
available, Langer will 
have to make a decision 
between Usman Khawaja 
and Shaun Marsh for the 
final spot in the Austra-
lian top order.

But if  Warner is 
not fit ,  both Khawa-
ja and March are ex-
pected to feature in 

the playing eleven.
Happy with the prog-

ress Australia has made 
in the last one year, 
Langer said the 0-5 drub-
bing in England was the 
wake-up call for the de-
fending champions.

“Twelve months ago 
we came here and got 
beaten 5-0 by England. 
That was probably a 
wake-up call for where 
we were at. What I can 
say is I’ve been very 
proud of the progress of 
the players,” he said.

london, May 31 (PTI): 
South Africa will have 
to move on quickly from 
the drubbing it received 
in the World Cup opener 
against England and re-
group themselves before 
its next game against 
Bangladesh, said captain 
Faf du Plessis.

South Africa were 
thrashed by 104 runs by 
favourites England in the 
opening match of the ICC 
World Cup, which began 
at The Oval on Thursday.

Asked to bat, England 
made 311 for eight and 
then bundled out the 
Proteas for 207.

Du Plessis admitted 
they were outplayed in 
all facets of the game by 
England.

“You are going to 
play games and come 
up against opposition 
that are better than 
you. England beat us in 
all three facets of the 
game,” Du Plessis said 
after the defeat.

“As much as we are 
disappointed, we will 
want to learn from it 
quickly and put it to bed. 
We want to move on from 
it quickly.”

South Africa will 
face Bangladesh in its 
second match at The 
Oval on Sunday.

South Africa wit-
nessed a bad start to 
its chase when veteran 
opener Hashim Amla was 
forced to retire hurt after 
being hit on the head.

The right-hander lat-
er returned but by then 
Jofra Archer-led En-
gland bowling attack 

had already caused the 
damage.

“The flow of the in-
nings unfortunately 
started with Hashim 
coming off. When you 
are chasing a big score 
like 312, you need a 
good start to settle the 
dressing room,” Du Ples-
sis said.

“A good start is real-
ly important. With him 
coming off, a few overs 
later Aiden (Markram) 
got out and then I got out. 
When you go three down, 
it becomes tough and the 
score looks big, it looks 
too far.

“The pitch was good 
enough.”

Du Plessis backed his 
decision to start the in-
nings with Imran Tahir 
in place of Kagiso Raba-
da and the ploy worked 
wonders as the leg-spin-
ner got rid off Jonny Bair-
stow with the second de-
livery of the tournament.

“It was a plan. It 
was something we first 
thought about a year ago. 
When we played against 
England, I thought we 
want to go with him be-
cause it is different,” Du 
Plessis said.

“At The Oval you want 
to bowl two seamers first 
but we went with what I 
thought was the best way 
to get a wicket. I went 
with my gut.

“Imran had not 
bowled with the new ball 
before so he had been 
practising that for the 
last two weeks. He knew 
he was going to do that 
today,” he added.

PM holds bilateral talks 
with BIMSTEC leaders; 
focus on boosting ties

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Friday held 
separate meetings with 
Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena, 
Nepalese Prime Minis-
ter K P Sharma Oli and 
Bhutanese Prime Minis-
ter Lotay Tshering, ex-
ploring ways to further 
strengthen bilateral ties.

A day after taking 
charge as prime minister 
for a second term, Modi 
also held extensive talks 
with Bangladesh Presi-
dent Abdul Hamid and 
PM of Mauritius Pravind 
Jugnauth. The foreign 
leaders came to India 
to attend Modi’s swear-
ing-in ceremony.

In the meeting be-
tween Modi and Sirisena, 
both leaders noted that 
terrorism and extremism 
continue to pose threat 
to humanity and ex-
pressed commitment for 
closer bilateral coopera-
tion for peace and secu-
rity in South Asia and the 
Indian Ocean region, the 
external affairs ministry 
said. Sri Lanka was hit 
by a wave of bombings 
last month in which over 
250 people were killed. 
“Modi warmly thanked 
President Sirisena for his 
gesture of attending the 
ceremony and also for 
his good wishes. He con-
veyed his government’s 
continued commitment 
to further foster friend-
ly bilateral ties with Sri 
Lanka,” the MEA said.

On the meeting be-
tween Modi and Jugn-
auth, it said both leaders 
agreed to work together 
to achieve the shared 
vision of security and 
growth of the two coun-
tries and the Indian 
Ocean region.

“Prime Minister Modi 
thanked Prime Minister 
Jugnauth and reiterated 
his commitment to fur-
ther strengthening the 

fraternal and enduring 
bilateral ties between 
the two countries in all 
spheres,” said the MEA.

Modi also held talks 
with his Nepal coun-
terpart K P Sharma 
Oli during which both 
leaders expressed their 
commitment in further 
deepening relations. On 
Modi’s talks with Bhu-
tanese PM Tshering, the 
MEA said the two leaders 
discussed bilateral com-
mitments and agreed to 
further solidify the tradi-
tionally strong ties.

The prime minis-
ter also held a bilateral 
meeting with Bangla-
desh President Abdul 
Hamid during which they 
exchanged views on mat-
ters of mutual interest.

In his first engage-
ment after being sworn 
in, the prime minister 
held a meeting with Kyr-
gyz President Sooronbay 
Jeenbekov, who attend-
ed the oath taking cere-
mony as the Chair of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation.

“Recalling that In-
dia and Kyrgyzstan have 
warm and friendly rela-
tions, the Prime Minister 
expressed satisfaction at 
the strengthening of bi-
lateral cooperation over 
the years,” the MEA said.

India invited leaders 
of the Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 
countries as well as Jeen-
bekov and Jugnauth for 
Modi’s swearing-in cere-
mony. Besides India, BIMS-
TEC comprises Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, Nepal and Bhutan. In 
2014, Modi had invited 
all SAARC leaders, in-
cluding the then Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif for his swearing-in 
ceremony, in a major ini-
tiative to reach out to the 
neighbourhood. 

Thomas, Gayle lead West Indies 
World Cup rout of Pakistan

Nottingham, May 
31 (AfP): West Indies 
crushed Pakistan by sev-
en wickets in a one-sid-
ed World Cup match at 
Trent Bridge on Friday, 
with the two-time cham-
pions showing they are 
a resurgent force in the 
one-day game. Fast bowl-
er Oshane Thomas took 
four wickets as Pakistan 
were bundled out for their 
second-lowest World Cup 
total of 105 in just 21.4 
overs on the second day 
of the competition in En-
gland and Wales.

West Indies cruised to 
victory in just 13.4 overs, 
Chris Gayle top-scoring 
with 50. He reached his 
half-century off 33 balls 
with three sixes and six 
fours before he was dis-
missed off the next ball 
he faced. During his in-
nings Gayle, who calls 
himself the “Universe 
Boss”, broke the record 
for the most sixes hit in 
World Cup history.

He now has 40 max-
imums, three more than 
retired South African 
batsman A B de Villiers.

Nicolas Pooran 
smashed paceman Wa-
hab Riaz for a huge six 
over the square-leg 
boundary to give the 
1975 and 1979 world 

champions an ideal start 
to their campaign. “It was 
a good game. I think the 
bowlers were outstand-
ing today,” said Holder.

“We kept our foot on 
the accelerator. We’ve 
eased off in the past but 
it was good to see the 
killer instinct today.

“We wanted to be 
aggressive. It’s the na-
ture of our cricket with 
bat, ball and in the field. 
“We’ve definitely come to 
win this World Cup but 
I just want us to enjoy 
our cricket, play fearless 
cricket and make the fans 
back home proud.”

The only positive 
for Pakistan was three 
wickets for paceman 
Mohammad Amir on his 
World Cup debut after 
he missed the 2011 and 
2015 tournaments due to 
a spot-fixing ban of 2010.

Amir had Shai Hope 
(11), Darren Bravo (0) and 
Gayle caught in an incisive 
six-over spell, but the bats-
men had not put enough 
runs on the board to give 
the bowlers a chance.

Pakistan’s sloppy and 
vulnerable batting was 
cruelly exposed by some 
short-pitched bowling by 
the West Indies pacemen 
on a Trent Bridge pitch 
famous for big totals. 
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Time to clinch long-

pending electoral 
reforms: Ex-CEC quraishi

US confident of very positive trajectory 
in ties with India under Modi2.0: Official

BY LALIT K JhA
Washington, May 31 
(PTI): The Trump ad-
ministration has exud-
ed confidence that the 
US-India strategic rela-
tionship, which enjoys 
bipartisan support, will 
see a very positive trajec-
tory during Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
second term.  Modi on 
Thursday took oath of of-
fice, heading a 58-mem-
ber ministry. He led his 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) towards a resound-
ing victory, winning 303 
seats in the 542-member 
Lok Sabha.

“This is really a resil-
ient partnership. It en-
joys bipartisan support. 
It has the structures and 
it has the strategic com-
mitment in place to take 
advantage of our leaders’ 
vision. I anticipate a very 
positive trajectory mov-
ing forward,” a senior 
State Department official 
said Thursday.

As was evident in the 
tweets, statements and 
phone calls from the US 
President, Vice President 
and Secretary of State af-
ter the Indian elections, 
the US looks forward to 
working with Prime Min-
ister Modi and his gov-
ernment in the second 
term, the official said.

“We do expect that 
our strategic partnership 
will continue to flourish 
under his leadership,” 
the official added.

Recalling Modi’s 

2017 visit to the US, the 
official said that Presi-
dent Trump and the Indi-
an prime minister enjoy 
a warm relationship and 
personal chemistry.

“You saw that when 
the prime minister was 
here in June of 2017. That 
means that the sort of 
the geopolitical compul-
sion to this relationship 
is matched by a personal 
leadership commitment 
to advance relations,” the 
official, said the official, 
who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

According to the of-
ficial, Trump and Modi 
will meet in Japan on 
the sidelines of the G-20 
Summit next month in 
Osaka, Japan. A trilater-
al meeting involving the 
Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe has been 
planned, the official said.

The partnership en-

compasses cooperation 
on a broad range of eco-
nomic, defence and secu-
rity issues and stands on 
the foundation of exten-
sive people to people ties 
and shared democratic 
values, the official said.

“There’s been a sig-
nificant momentum in 
the relationship since 
the Prime Minister’s vis-
it to Washington with 
the 2+2 mechanism that 
was developed last year. 
The meetings between 
our ministers of foreign 
affairs and defense will 
continue to serve as a 
strategic vehicle for our 
engagement with India,” 
the official said.

“It capped off last 
year with a signing of a 
secure communications 
agreement that was 10 
years in the negotiations 
and represented a break-
through and our ability 

to achieve military in-
ter-operability.

“We are looking 
forward again to early 
high-level contact with 
the Modi 2.0 govern-
ment. We will have the 
G-20 meeting opportuni-
ty between our heads of 
state, the official said.

There will be a se-
nior level participation at 
US-India Forum in New 
Delhi in August. There 
will be a 2+2 interces-
sional and a maritime se-
curity dialogue in August 
and a 2+2 ministerial in 
early fall.

Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo will be 
speaking at the June 12 
US-India Business Coun-
cil’s India Ideas summit 
in Washington.

According to the of-
ficial, the mechanisms 
for this engagement re-
flect what are now very 

developed habits of co-
operation between the 
two countries that are 
allowing them to push 
the agenda much more 
rapidly in the past.

Much of the expan-
sion in this relationship 
has been a result of the 
Indo Pacific strategy and 
this common vision that 
the two countries share 
secures a rules-based 
free and open Indo-Pacif-
ic region, the official said.

The two countries, 
the official said also share 
complimentary visions 
based on democratic 
norms and rule of law.

“We also share con-
cerns. Concerns about 
predatory lending, lend-
ing and norm-defying 
practices that have been 
seen in the region. That’s 
why you’ve seen the US 
and Indian Navy’s along-
side those of Japan and 
the Philippines conduct 
a group sail for the first 
time ever in the South 
China Sea this month,” 
the official said.

“We’re also looking 
forward to our first ever 
tri-service military exer-
cise involving the US and 
India Navy Air Force and 
army at the end of this 
year to further increase 
inter-operability. And 
you’ll continue to see 
forward movement on 
defense enabling agree-
ments that will further 
deepen our information 
sharing and inter-opera-
bility,” the official said.

Thomas, Gayle lead West Indies 
World Cup rout of Pakistan

Hyderabad, May 31 
(PTI): Former chief elec-
tion commissioner S Y 
Quraishi Friday said time 
has come to take up 
long-pending electoral 
reforms and suggested 
a debate on the German 
election system that 
also gives proportional 
representation to polit-
ical parties.

“I hope in this regime 
they will take care of elec-
toral reforms which have 
been pending for a long 
time....pending for 15-20 
years. Time has come for 
them to be clinched”, he 
told PTI.

There should be ceil-
ing on election expendi-
ture by political parties 
also and appointment of 
election commissioners 
should be through a col-
legium, he said.

Quraishi pitched for 
a debate on the first-
past-the-post election 
system, in which the 
candidate who receives 
the most votes wins, in 
the country.

Even in the UK, from 
where India borrowed 
this model, there are sec-
ond thoughts on this sys-
tem, according to him.

After “failure” of a ref-
erendum on the system 
eight-nine years ago, the 
UK is planning another 
such initiative because 

“limitations of the first-
past-the-post system are 
being noticed and there 
is an increasing demand 
for proportional repre-
sentation, he said.

A mix of first-past-
the-post system and 
proportional represen-
tation to political par-
ties worked very well in 
Nepal and Sri Lanka, ac-
cording to him.

For him, the German 
election model -- where 
Germans cast two votes 
(one for a candidate 
in their constituency 
and one for a political 
party) is the best, and 
recommended it for a 
debate in India.

“It (German election 
system) is a good model 
for India with some mod-
ification to suit India”, 
Quraishi said.

He had noted recently 
that during the 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections, the BSP 
secured 20 per cent of 
total votes polled in Uttar 
Pradesh but did not win a 
single seat, and termed it 
“patently undemocratic 
and not a real represen-
tative democracy”.

Quraishi also called 
for state funding of po-
litical parties based on 
their actual performance.

“And also setting up 
of national electoral fund 
where anybody could 

donate and from there 
political parties should 
be funded based on their 
performance”, he said.

On the issue of elec-
toral bonds, he said it has 
completely ended the 
transparency and even 
Election Commission has 
been opposing it.

“Electoral bonds can 
stay... only the who-do-
nated-what-to-whom 
should be disclosed. With 
that disclosure the bonds 
can stay”, Quraishi added.

On key take-aways 
from the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections, he said one 
must remember that it 
was the biggest election 
in world history, he said.

“And considering that 
there were one million 
polling stations and 900 
million voters and 12 
million polling staff, this 
is the biggest manage-
ment event of any kind 
in the world, and to pull 
it off so smoothly is not a 
joke. And Election Com-
mission deserved kudos 
for that”, Quraishi said.

“It’s unfortunate that 
questions were raised 
against Election Com-
mission. Instead of pol-
iticians, Election Com-
mission was found in 
the dock often. That was 
a sad situation. Hope 
that will not happen 
again”, he said.

Nottingham, May 
31 (AfP): West Indies 
crushed Pakistan by sev-
en wickets in a one-sid-
ed World Cup match at 
Trent Bridge on Friday, 
with the two-time cham-
pions showing they are 
a resurgent force in the 
one-day game.

Fast bowler Oshane 
Thomas took four wick-
ets as Pakistan were 
bundled out for their sec-
ond-lowest World Cup 
total of 105 in just 21.4 
overs on the second day 
of the competition in En-
gland and Wales.

West Indies cruised to 
victory in just 13.4 overs, 
Chris Gayle top-scoring 
with 50. He reached his 
half-century off 33 balls 
with three sixes and six 
fours before he was dis-
missed off the next ball 
he faced.

During his innings 
Gayle, who calls him-
self the “Universe Boss”, 
broke the record for the 
most sixes hit in World 
Cup history.

He now has 40 max-
imums, three more than 
retired South African 
batsman A B de Villiers.

Nicolas Pooran 
smashed paceman Wa-
hab Riaz for a huge six 

over the square-leg 
boundary to give the 
1975 and 1979 world 
champions an ideal start 
to their campaign.

“It was a good game. 
I think the bowlers were 
outstanding today,” said 
Holder. 

“We kept our foot on 
the accelerator. We’ve 
eased off in the past but 
it was good to see the 
killer instinct today.

“We wanted to be ag-
gressive. It’s the nature 
of our cricket with bat, 
ball and in the field.

“We’ve definitely 
come to win this World 
Cup but I just want us 
to enjoy our cricket, 
play fearless cricket and 
make the fans back home 
proud.”  The only positive 
for Pakistan was three 
wickets for paceman 
Mohammad Amir on his 
World Cup debut after 
he missed the 2011 and 
2015 tournaments due to 
a spot-fixing ban of 2010.

Amir had Shai Hope 
(11), Darren Bravo (0) 
and Gayle caught in an 
incisive six-over spell, 
but the batsmen had not 
put enough runs on the 
board to give the bowlers 
a chance.

Pakistan’s sloppy and 

vulnerable batting was 
cruelly exposed by some 
short-pitched bowling by 
the West Indies pacemen 
on a Trent Bridge pitch 
famous for big totals.

Opener Fakhar 
Zaman and Babar Azam 
were the joint top-scor-
ers with 22 each in an 
abysmal display of bat-
ting. The only other 
batsmen to reach double 
figures were Riaz, who 
scored 18, and Moham-
mad Hafeez (16).

Holder took three 
wickets and Andre Rus-
sell chipped in with two.

Pakistan’s lowest 
World Cup score was 74, 
made against England at 
Adelaide on the way to 
their only World Cup title 
in 1992.

Pakistan captain Sar-
faraz Ahmed, said: “Very 
disappointed at the bat-
ting. I was very confident 
before the match, bat-
ting was a key point but 
we didn’t apply it to the 
short ball.

“Credit to the West 
Indian bowlers, they 
bowled really well. We 
have to take time if the 
bowlers are bowling like 
that. We lose so many 
wickets and that’s why 
we lost the match.”

North Korea ‘executed’ 
officials after failed 

Trump summit: report
Seoul, May 31 (AfP): 
North Korea executed 
its special envoy to the 
United States following 
the collapse of the sec-
ond summit between 
leader Kim Jong Un and 
President Donald Trump, 
a South Korean newspa-
per reported Friday. The 
Chosun Ilbo said Kim 
Hyok Chol, who laid the 
groundwork for the Ha-
noi meeting and accom-
panied Kim on his private 
train, was executed by 
firing squad for “betray-
ing the supreme leader” 
after he was “won over to 
the US” during pre-sum-
mit negotiations.

“Kim Hyok Chol was 
executed in March at 
Mirim Airport along with 
four senior foreign min-
istry officials following 
an investigation,” the 
newspaper quoted an 
unidentified source as 
saying. The other offi-
cials were not named.

Asked about the ac-
count, US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said 
Washington was trying 
to verify it. “We’ve seen 
the reporting to which 
you’re referring. We’re 
doing our best to check it 
out,” he told reporters on 
a visit to Berlin.

“I don’t have anything 
else to add to that today.” 
Kim Hyok Chol was the 
North’s counterpart of 
US special representative 
Stephen Biegun in the 
run-up to the Hanoi sum-
mit in February.

South Korea’s Unifi-
cation Ministry, which 
handles inter-Korean re-
lations, declined to com-
ment on the report.

Some previous South 
Korean reports of North 
Korean purges and exe-
cutions have later proved 
inaccurate. The paper 

also said Kim Jong Un’s 
interpreter Shin Hye 
Yong was sent to a pris-
on camp for a mistake 
at the summit. She failed 
to translate Kim’s new 
proposal when Trump 
declared “no deal” and 
walked away from the 
table, Chosun reported, 
citing another unnamed 
diplomatic source.

Kim Jong Un and 
Trump left the Vietnam-
ese capital without a 
deal after they failed to 
reach agreement on roll-
ing back Pyongyang’s 
nuclear programme in 
exchange for sanctions 
relief. The North has 
since sought to raise the 
pressure and carried out 
two short-range missile 
tests in May. Senior par-
ty official Kim Yong Chol, 
the North’s counterpart 
to Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo in nuclear talks, 
was also sent to a labour 
camp, the paper said.

In April, South Ko-
rea’s parliamentary intel-
ligence committee said 
Kim Yong Chol had been 
censured over his han-
dling of the Hanoi sum-
mit, despite the fact he 
had recently been named 
a member of the State 
Affairs  Commission, a 
supreme governing body 
chaired by Kim Jong Un. 
The Chosun Ilbo itself 
incorrectly reported in 
2013 that Hyon Song 
Wol, head of the North’s 
Samjiyon Orchestra, was 
executed by firing squad 
for distributing and 
watching pornographic 
material.

And the Unification 
Ministry also mistakenly 
announced in February 
2016 that Ri Yong Gil, 
chief of the general staff of 
the North Korean People’s 
Army, had been executed. 

Iran rejects uS Mideast peace 
plan at quds Day rally

Tehran, May 31 (AfP): 
Thousands of Iranians 
joined annual rallies in 
support of the Palestin-
ian cause on Friday, re-
jecting a US peace plan 
President Donald Trump 
has dubbed the “deal of 
the century”. The Quds 
(Jerusalem) Day com-
memorations, which are 
held on the last Friday of 
the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, were launched 
by Iran’s revolutionary 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini and are held by 
pro-Iranian groups across 
the region.

Demonstrators burnt 
US and Israeli flags and 
effigies of Trump and Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

They held up posters 
reading “Quds, the eternal 

capital of Palestine” and “no 
to the deal of the century”. In 
similar protests in Baghdad, 
flags of the United States 
and the Jewish state were 
set ablaze and portraits 
of Trump and Netanyahu 
trampled as pro-Iranian 
militias marched through 
the streets.

The long-awaited 
“deal”, which has yet to 
be unveiled by its archi-
tect, Trump son-in-law 
Jared Kushner, has al-
ready been rejected by 
the Palestinians, who say 
Trump’s policies have 
shown him to be bla-
tantly biased in favour of 
Israel. High-ranking offi-
cials attended the Tehran 
rally, including President 
Hassan Rouhani, Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif and 
parliament speaker Ali 

Larijani. “Undoubtedly, 
the deal of the century 
will become the bank-
ruptcy of the century,” 
the state news agency 
IRNA quoted Rouhani as 
telling reporters at the 
rally. On his arrival in the 
White House more than 
two years ago, Trump 
proclaimed his ambition 
to secure a final accord 
ending the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

But the odds of his 
succeeding where every 
previous US president 
-- Republican as well as 
Democrat -- has failed 
appear particularly low.

Palestinians have bro-
ken all contacts with the 
Trump administration 
since he recognised Jeru-
salem as the capital of Is-
rael in December 2017. 
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ARIES: You may feel untethered by a 
highly opinionated person today, Aries, 
but everyone’s entitled to their own point 
of view. And just like them, you’ve got 
a few staunch beliefs of your own! With 
Mercury and Jupiter clashing in your ex-
pressive and philosophical zones, there 
may be some lively debates today.   
TAURUS: Pump the brakes, Taurus—if 
only to make sure they’re in proper work-
ing order. Today’s starmap may spur you 
to put the pedal to the metal and not let 
up! With Mercury in your sensual second 
house, you’re a sucker for anything that 
feels romantic or luxurious. But the buzzy 
planet is locked in an opposition with 
spontaneous Jupiter in your intense eighth 
house, so you might not have the best 
self-control. (Limits? What are those?) In 
romance and business, take the long view. 
GEMINI: Interpersonal dynamics might 
be a little dodgy today, thanks to an op-
position of Mercury in your sign and mag-
nifier Jupiter in your relationship zone. 
Some people may not know where to draw 

the line in terms of demands and expec-
tations, and the minute you give them an 
inch, they want 26.2 miles. Before you 
point the finger, check in with yourself 
and your willingness to go along.  
CANCER: Ask, believe, receive. Today, 
the soulful moon unites with intuitive 
Neptune in Pisces and your broad-mind-
ed ninth house. This is the day to imagine 
what you want, because you can magne-
tize your dreams to you through creative 
visualization. The ninth house is all about 
expansion, so don’t just aim for the “safe,” 
low-hanging fruit. Go bigger, Cancer! 
Feeling out of touch with your power to 
manifest? Try writing up a gratitude list. 
When you recall all the things you’re 
thankful for, you’ll begin to attract more 
abundance.
LEO: You SAY that you want happiness, 
love and freedom, but do you actually be-
lieve that your desires are possible, Leo? 
Today’s moon-Neptune conjunction in your 
mystical eighth house encourages you to ex-
amine your own limiting beliefs. Since you 

may need tangible proof to REALLY change 
your mind, hunt for people who are living 
the life you want for yourself.  
VIRGO: Relationships can be hard work, 
we know, we know. But they can also be 
a haven from stress and struggle so stop 
telling yourself that you don’t need peo-
ple. Today, the moon and compassionate 
Neptune align in Pisces and your partner-
ship house. The tranquilizing effect can be 
beneficial to your bonds with the ones who 
matter most. Soften your stance with your 
partner, and be gentler in your interactions 
with close friends.  
LIBRA: Pampering and self-care are hi-pri 
items on your agenda and today’s stars give 
you a free pass to luxuriate as only a Libra 
can. With the moon and sensual Neptune 
aligned in Pisces and your sixth house of 
wellbeing, look for healthy ways to indulge. 
Dip into the steam room after your work-
out or spend the evening getting soaked and 
scrubbed at a traditional Korean spa.   
SCORPIO: Still musing over the week-
end’s romantic escapades? Don’t rush to 

“back to business” mode. Today, the moon 
and quixotic Neptune embrace in your 
fifth house of passion, adding a sensual 
spin to your agenda. An attraction could 
spark, or you could be feeling especially 
amorous. Nobody to sidle up to (yet)? Get 
glamorous for yourself, Scorpio. 
SAGITTARIUS: Home is where your 
heart is today, as the moon conjoins with 
sensual Neptune in your domestic fourth 
house. If you must trek into the office, 
bring the cozy vibes with you. Keep an 
open-door policy so coworkers can plop 
down and share tales of their weekends. 
(That expense report can wait).
CAPRICORN: Straight to the point? Not today, 
Capricorn. The reflective moon and compassion-
ate Neptune meet in Pisces, your communication 
house. Doling out tough love and stern reprimands 
will get you nowhere. Validating the other per-
son’s emotions and experience? That will help 
you feel connected. Sometimes, a person just 
needs to be heard before you rush them into prob-
lem-solving mode. Instead of being emphatic, be 
empathetic. Catch yourself if you’re being too 

hardcore, and dial back the intensity.    
AQUARIUS:  Today, as expressive Jupiter 
and Mercury oppose in your sectors of group 
activity, playfulness and theatrics, stack the 
deck with more grounded people than bad ac-
tors. You’re not obligated to invite someone 
to join your group—or to go along with their 
crew. If you’re going to suffer silently as they 
dominate every conversation and pontificate, it’s 
better to leave them OFF the guest list. While 
you’re at it, check yourself to make sure you’re 
not the one hogging the mic. Flex your connec-
tivity muscles instead of waging a battle of wits. 
PISCES: You hate to follow the rules just for 
the sake of protocol, but sometimes, Pisces, 
there’s a method to the “madness.” For one 
thing, there could be factors that you’re not 
aware of, and rushing ahead could backfire. 
And today, with swaggering Jupiter in your 
public sector opposing big-mouthed Mercury, 
talking smack could cost you dearly. To pro-
tect your reputation and your colleagues, stay 
humble and get the facts before you fling any 
accusations or even spill the wrong pot of tea 
behind closed doors.

Anything that’s not content-driven is 
going to fail: Vikramaditya Motwane

got what i deserve: kareena on 
being highest paid female star on tv

hopefully third time’s the charm: ‘good 
omens’ creator neil gaiman on india visit

By RADHIKA SHARMA
New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): Neil Gaiman 
almost came to India, twice.

The genre-defying author, who an-
nounced his participation in this year’s 
Jaipur Literature Festival on Twitter 
only not to arrive later, hopes third 
time’s the charm with his Indian fans.

Gaiman said he was unable to visit 
the country due to a clash between the 
festival and shooting dates for Amazon 
Prime Video’s “Good Omens”, on which he 
serves as creator and executive producer. 
“It was a time when the shooting of ‘Good 
Omens’ stretched from October 2018 to 
middle of December to January 2019, 
when I was supposed to come to Jaipur 
for the literature festival. But that couldn’t 
happen as we were shooting for the sixth 
and final episode of ‘Good Omens’. There 
were no options,” he told PTI in a tele-
phonic interview from London.

However, the writer said he is not 
one to take things for granted, adding 
that he is “enormously aware” of his 
popularity in India.

“I have so many people who read 
my stuff in India. They keep asking me, 
they love what I do and there are so 
many people who would like to turn up.”  
Writing the script from “unadaptable” 
1990 fantasy novel “Good Omens: The 
Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes 
Nutter, Witch” was more of a personal 
mission than a professional challenge 
for Gaiman, who co-wrote the book with 
iconic fantasy author Terry Pratchett. 
Pratchett died in 2015 from Alzheimer’s.

“It was Terry’s last wish to me, so I 
had to do it. Honouring Terry was most 
important. I remember, almost years 
ago now, going home starting to write at 
11.31 in the night. I felt that Terry would 
want to see this go ahead. I thought I’m 
going to give this just another chance.” 

The show’s co-executive producer 
Rob Wilkins, longtime collaborator with 

Pratchett, added one can’t deny final 
wishes as they are a matter of honour.

“My job was to keep Terry’s dream 
alive throughout the production. And ob-
viously, Neil being the showrunner, who 
is the co-creator of the original novel, we 
couldn’t have wished for anything more. 
Between Terry and Neil, nobody loves 
the Old Gods as much as they do. With 
Neil being on set every day, we were able 
to honour Terry,” Wilkins told PTI. From 
the Apocalyptic setting in “Good Omens”, 
“The Sandman” graphic novel, his spin on 
fairytales in “The Sleeper and the Spindle” 
to his interpretation of Norse Mythology, 
Gaiman’s works have a little bit of every-
thing - mythology, fantasy, sci-fi, comedy 
with philosophical allusions.

But it was “The Sandman” that made 
him a cultural rage in the 1990s with 
youth, especially women. The story fol-
lows Morpheus, the Lord of Dreams, 
who belongs to a pantheon of beings 
known as the Endless, along with Death, 
Despair, Destiny and others.

Asked what could be the reason for 
his popularity, the writer initially an-
swered, “I don’t know”.

He elaborated on his musing, saying 
young women weren’t getting anything 
to read because it wasn’t for them.

“Maybe because I was writing com-
ics in a medium traditionally for pubes-
cent boys. But I wasn’t writing comics 
for pubescent boys, I was writing for the 
people intellectually important to me. I 
am very aware that a large part of my 
readership is female. My female charac-
ters were not really male warriors. They 
were just women. 

“Something which I learnt while 
working with Terry Pratchett... You write 
grounded characters and you wind up 
doing amazing things with them. With 
‘Sandman’, I’m assuming that the reader 
is intelligent and I’m assuming that the 
readership wanted to read stories about 

real people, even if it involves anthropo-
morphic personification about a univer-
sal concept.”  “Good Omens” follows the 
demon Crowley (David Tennant) and 
the angel Aziraphale (Michael Sheen), 
who, being accustomed to life on Earth, 
seek to prevent the arrival of the Anti-
christ and the Armageddon. Gaiman 
said it is interesting how the concept of 
opposing forces like heroes and villains 
is changing shape across cultures today.

He praised Indian mythologist-au-
thor Devdutt Pattanaik for his 2016 book 
“Olympus: An Indian Retelling of the Greek 
Myth”. “I read a fantastic Indian writer re-
cently where he told Greek myth but from 
an Indian perspective. What I loved about 
the book was that he was seeing things 
that I knew about from a perspective I 
have never encountered before. He makes 
it so easy to understand but what is lovely 
is that he does from a very proud Indian 
connect. It is illuminating to learn about 
the Vedic Period.

“It’s a joy to find out about a concept 
from different standpoints in various 
cultures. ‘Good Omens’ like that is giving 
people a different way to imagine what 
heaven and hell may look like. Hope-
fully, making them laugh and fill them 
with delight.”  At a time when identity 
crisis has hit the world hard, Gaiman’s 
Twitter bio location places him “a bit 
all over the place”.  The writer, who has 
Polish Jewish origins, studied in different 
schools growing up in the UK and lives in 
the US, said people “need a kinder place to 
live in”. “I think of myself as British. I have 
lived in the UK. I think Brexit will happen 
and I also think that Brexit will destroy 
the United Kingdom as we know it. May-
be they will bu**er off or maybe they will 
stay... “I think the smarter thing to do, the 
wiser thing to do is to see yourself as the 
member of the human race. Maybe this 
will get us through the day and hopefully 
it will make people’s lives less shi**y.”  

Mumbai, May 31 (PTI): Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan, who is 
being touted as the highest 
paid female star on TV, says 
she deserves what she is be-
ing paid for her debut on the 
small screen. Kareena will be 
one of judges on reality show 
“Dance India Dance” and 
there were reports that the 
38-year-old actor’s pay is the 
highest for any female actor’s 
stint on TV. 

“The pay package has to 
be a good amount because 
you put in a lot of hardwork 
on TV. If a male judge is get-
ting so much, a female judge 
can also.  “It is the first time ever 
that any mainstream actress has 
forayed into TV, a dance reality 
show, at this point in her career. 
I’ve got what I completely de-
serve and for the hours that I 
will put in,” she said in a group 
interview here.

The actor said before the 
Zee TV reality series, she was 
offered many shows but had 
to turn them down as they 
required long working hours. 

“TV has very long hours 
of timing, 12-14 hours and 
I don’t work more than 8 
hours after Taimur’s birth. 
I’m a working mother and I 

have to be home with him. I 
like to be at home before he 
eats his dinner. 

“That’s the time I don’t 
want to be with anyone oth-
er than him and my family. 
That was the only hurdle we 
had to cross with ‘Dance In-
dia Dance’ because they had 
to shoot for 12 hours. We are 
balancing it out.”  She will be 
judging the show along with 
choreographer Bosco Martis 
and rapper Raftaar. 

On the big screen, Ka-
reena will be seen in Karan 
Johar’s historical drama 
“Takht” and Irrfan Khan star-
rer “Angrezi Medium” and the 
actor says she’s looking for-
ward to both.  “’Takht’ is go-
ing to start in December and 
‘Angrezi Medium’ will start in 
July. I’m excited to be work-
ing with Irrfan. It was the box 
that needed to be ticked. I’ve 
worked with Shah Rukh, Sal-
man, Aamir, Saif, all of them 
but it’s just a different world 
to work with Irrfan.

“It’s an exciting time for 
me to balance my personal 
life. I’ve always tried to do 
that. I’m known for standing 
on one leg so I’m going to 
continue to do that.” 

Mumbai, May 31 (PTI): A lot has changed in 
the way stories are told today and anything 
that is not backed by good content will not 
find acceptance, 
says director Vikra-
maditya Motwane.

Known for 
his films such as 
“Udaan”, “Lootera”, 
“Trapped” and 
massively popular 
Netflix series “Sa-
cred Games, Mot-
wane believes good 
writing is above ev-
erything. 

“As filmmakers, 
we were limited 
as we could make 
films for single 
screens, then it was 
mulitplexes but we 
had to stay within 
the two-hour for-
mat. Now we can take a film to streaming 
platform. 

“All the trends in this creative space have 
shown that anything that is not content- driv-
en is going to fail no matter how big the star 
is. It doesn’t matter how big the film is if the 
story is not good, it will not be accepted,” Mot-
wane told PTI.

The director said “Thugs of Hindostan” 
and “Zero” did not work despite being front-

ed by Aamir and Shah Rukh Khan whereas 
films like “Stree”, “Aandhadhun” and “Badhaai 
Ho” did well at the box office because of their 

story. “Stardom can 
maybe pull audi-
ences to theatres 
but beyond that it 
is all about content,” 
he said. “Earlier 
films were made 
for single screen 
theatres then mul-
tiplex and now for 
digital (platform). 
But within stream-
ing also things are 
changing in terms of 
storytelling and the 
time span. There 
might be shows 
coming in on Insta-
gram or snapchat.” 

The “Trapped” 
director is looking 

forward to the season two of “Sacred Games”.
“There are expectations but you and try 

make something good and not keep the ex-
pectations in mind. We have told the story 
that we wanted to,” Motwane said. 

Motwane along with directors Rajkumar 
Hirani, Rajkumar Gupta and Amit Masurkar, 
has mentored new directors for an anthology 
of short films, titled “Shuruaat ka Twist” that 
released Friday.


