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N  D , O  25 
(PTI): Its future uncer-
tain due to the impend-
ing restructuring of the 
country’s football struc-
ture, the I-League kicks 
off Friday with a lot of 
promise following a fan-
tastic previous season 
and a fair amount of buzz 
due to Real Kashmir’s de-
but in the top division.

The All India Football 
Federation’s development 
side Indian Arrows and 
Chennai City FC face each 
other in the opening match 
at the Nehru Stadium in 
Coimbatore on Friday. 

Eleven clubs from 
10 states will vie for top 
honours in the league 
which will continue for 
over six months.

Srinagar-based Real 
Kashmir FC are mak-

ing their debut in the 
I-League after winning 
the second division 
league earlier this year. 

There is quite a buzz 
in the Kashmir Valley 
in anticipation of the 
ϐirst I-League coming to 
Srinagar and also after 
the two-year-old club 
scooped a major spon-
sorship deal with global 
sportswear major Adidas. 

Since the launch of the 
cash-rich franchise-based 
Indian Super League in 
2013, the I-League has 
been the poor cousin of 
the ISL, though the All 
Indian Football Federa-
tion would still describe 
it as the top league in the 
country.

In terms of the spec-
tators turning out during 
matches or the playing 

conditions and pitch, the 
I-League seemed to be 
inferior to the ISL though 
majority of its matches 
were also telecast live.

But surprisingly, the 
competitiveness among 
the teams and even the 
quality of 
football, ac-
cording to 
experts, were 
almost sim-
ilar in both 
the leagues 
last season.

In the previous sea-
son, the I-League went 
down the wire with four 
clubs -- Minerva Punjab, 
Neroca, Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal -- in ti-
tle contention going into 
the ϐinal match day. Min-
erva Punjab eventually 
lifted their maiden title 

with three points ahead 
of Neroca, who in turn, 
secured just one point 
more than third and 
fourth placers Mohun 
Bagan and East Bengal.

Churchill Brothers, 
who ϐinished ninth out 

of 10 teams last season, 
were to be relegated as 
AIFF’s developmental 
side Indian 

Arrows were immune 
to this rule, but the Goan 
side got a breather and 
were retained this sea-
son.

“Now that the restruc-
turing is going to happen, 

we thought there was no 
harm in retaining Chur-
chill Brothers (for this 
upcoming season) as rel-
egating them would see 
no representation from 
the whole of West India,” 
AIFF senior vice-presi-

dent Subrata 
Dutta said at 
the I-League 
launch cere-
mony.

The AIFF 
has for some 

time been seized with this 
issue of restructuring of 
domestics football struc-
ture and from the hints 
dropped by the brass of 
the national federation, 
including its president 
Praful Patel, a ϐinal deci-
sion is on the cards.

Current I-League 
sides and easily the two 

clubs with the most pop-
ular fan-base Mohun Ba-
gan and East Bengal are 
set to join the ISL band-
wagon next season.

With the departure of 
the two biggest clubs in 
the country, the stature 
of the I-League will fall a 
notch down though the 
AIFF ofϐicials sought to 
play down this kind of 
eventuality. 

The name -- I-League 
-- itself may be change and 
is most likely to relegated 
to the second tier status.

For the current sea-
son, however, it is hard 
to pick the favourites 
to dominate the league 
though as usual the Big 
Two of Kolkata have the 
star power of individual 
brilliance. 

Haitian International 

Sony Norde, who helped 
Mohun Bagan win their 
lone I-League title in 
2014-15, is back to don 
the Green and Maroon 
colours. 

Norde left Mohun 
Bagan after suffering a 
knee injury midway last 
season but now he has 
signed a new contract 
and is likely to be avail-
able from his side’s sec-
ond match.

With I-League’s best 
striker in the last two 
seasons, Cameroonian 
Aser Dipanda Dicka in 
their ranks also, Mohun 
Bagan’s lethal strike 
force should be a worry 
for other clubs. 

They won the Kolkata 
League this season at the 
expense of arch-rivals 

I-League kicks off in backdrop of impending restructuring

Local team to now 
square off against 
Bengaluru FC 
in quarter inals 
of Gold Cup

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 O : 

Another home team 
has secured a berth 

in the quarter-ϐinal 
round of the ongoing 
38th All India Governor’s 
Gold Cup Internation-
al Football Tournament 
2018 here at Paljor Sta-
dium. In a nail-biting 
pre quarter-ϐinal match 
played today, Sikkim 
Aakraman Football Club 
outplayed Sagolband 
United, Manipur, 04-02 
in the tie-breaker.

Both teams played 
an attacking game from 
the start, with attacks 
and counter-attacks but 
missed the net to take the 
lead in the match and the 
ϐirst half ended goalless 
draw. 

Again, in the second 
half, both teams failed to 
capitalize some golden 
opportunities and the 
full time too ended goal-
less. The match however 
made for some riveting 

football save the score-
board not moving.

The match then en-
tered into extra-time to 
decide the winner but 
even this ended goalless. 

Finally, in the 

tie-breaker decided 
through a penalty shoot-
out, Aakraman players 
converted all four shots 
into goals but Manipur 
players managed to score 
only two in four shots.

With this 4-2 win, 
Sikkim Aakraman FC will 
now take on an ISL team, 
Bengaluru Football Club 
[Reserve], in the quar-
ter-ϐinal scheduled for 29 
October.

The last pre quar-
ter-ϐinal match of the 
tournament will be 
played between Rainbow 
SC, Kolkata, and Calcutta 
Customs on Friday. 

G , 25 O  (IPR): 
Union Minister of State 
for Tribal Affairs, Gov-
ernment of India, Jas-
wantsinh Bhabhor called 
on Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling this evening at 
his ofϐicial residence at 
Mintokgang.

The Union Minister 
placed a few issues be-
fore the Chief Minister 
for the intervention of 
the State Government. 
He stated that the Cen-
tral Government is ready 
to enhance the loan 
amount under the Na-
tional Scheduled Tribe 
Finance Development 

Corporation [NSTFDC] 
for income generating 
activities, provided the 
State Government gives 
Rs 5 crore guarantee.

The Union Minister 
also said that the State 
Government can propose 

a ϐifth EMRS, in addition 
to the already exist-
ing and fully functional 
four EMRS Schools. He 
said that the new EMRS 
should be proposed in an 
area having population 
of over twenty thousand.

The Union Minis-
ter also requested for a 
shop/outlet of TRIFED at 
MG Marg Gangtok where 
Tribal products can be 
kept on display and sale.

Further, the Union 
Minister urged the State 
Government to expe-
dite the paper work for 
the proposed Tribal Re-
search Institute at Assam 
Lingzey in East Sikkim so 
that the foundation stone 
can be laid at the earliest.

The Union Minister 
said that the State is do-
ing exceptionally well in 
the implementation of 
Tribal Schemes and as-

sured continuous assis-
tance from the Central 
Government.

Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling said 
that all the issues placed 
by the Union Minister of 
State would be taken up 
on priority by the State 
Government. He gave 
his assurance for the 
guarantee for Rs 5 crore 
from the State Govern-
ment for the enhance-
ment of loans.

The Chief Minis-
ter shared some of the 
unique environmental 
initiatives of the State 
Government and other 

highlights of the State. He 
shared that the tribals of 
Sikkim have the highest 
per capita income prop-
erty in the country. He 
further shared that Sik-
kim is a poverty free State 
where the basic minimum 
needs of the people have 
been fulϐilled. He said that 
Sikkim is a model of secu-
larity and inclusive devel-
opment.

The Chief Minister 
thanked the Union Minis-
ter of State for his visit and 
for the support extended 
by the Central Govern-
ment to the State.

Centre ready to enhance NSTFDC loans with 
State share of Rs 5 cr: MoS Tribal Affairs

Aakraman holds nerve to down Sagolband 
United 04-02 in tie-breaker

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 O : 

Four Sikkimese foot-
ballers are in the 

U-15 India team for the 
SAFF U-15 Champion-
ship 2018, which start-
ed in Kathmandu, Nepal 
on Thursday. India went 
down to Pakistan 1-2 in 
the inaugural match of 
the championship.

Evan Thapa from Boys 

Club, Gangtok, Kushang 
Subba from SAIL Academy 
and Tanchok Hang Subba 
and John Tshering Lepcha 
from Namchi Sports hostel 
had undergone a month-
long camp at Bhubanesh-
war and were shortlisted 
for team India.

Suren Chettri from 
Sikkim has also accom-
panied the team as assis-
tant coach.

Four Sikkim lads in 
U-15 India team for 

SAFF U-15 C’shipJustice Vijai 
Kumar Bisht 
appointed 
Chief Justice 
of Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 O :

Senior judge of the 
High Court of Uttara-

khand, Vijai Kumar Bisht 
was appointed the new 
Chief Justice of Sikkim on 
Wednesday.

A notiϐication was 
published on 24 Oct by the 
Ministry of Law and Justice 
appointing Justice Bisht as 
the new Chief Justice of the 
High Court of Sikkim.

Earlier this month, 
the collegium of three 
Supreme Court judges, 
including Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi, Jus-
tice Madan B Lokur and 
Justice Kurian Joseph, had 
recommended Justice VK 
Bisht’s elevation.

Notably, Justice Bisht 
was in the division bench 
along with the then Chief 
Justice KM Joseph which 
quashed President’s rule 
in Uttarakhand in April 
2016.

S , O  25 
(PTI): Union Minister 
Thaawarchand Gehlot 
Thursday announced 
that a stadium of interna-
tional standard for differ-
ently abled persons will 
be set up in Meghalaya.

The stadium will be 
constructed at an esti-
mated cost of over Rs 
200 crore, the Union 
Minister for Social Justice 
and Empowerment said 
at the Samajik Adhikari-
ta Shivir, aids and assis-
tive devices distribution 
camp, for the differently 
abled person.

Talking to newsmen, 
Gehlot said his ministry 
intends to set up nation-
al sports stadium in ϐive 
states across the country 

for the differently abled 
persons and Meghalaya 
is one of the states.

He said that this was 
decided after Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma approached him 
with a proposal and also 
provided 50 acres of land 
for the same.

The Union minister 
informed that the detail 
project report (DPR) will 
be prepared very soon 
and that the stadium, 
which will be of interna-
tional standard, should 
come up before National 
Games 2022.

The Union Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment 
Minister said his minis-
try will set up a Compos-

Stadium for differently abled 
to be set up in Meghalaya

Of ice of pro it: 
Prez dismisses 
plea to disqualify 
27 AAP MLAs
N  D , O  25 
(PTI): In a relief to Aam 
Admi Party (AAP), Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind 
has rejected a petition to 
disqualify 27 of its Delhi 
MLAs for allegedly hold-
ing ofϐice of proϐit by be-
ing appointed as chairper-
sons of Rogi Kalyan Sami-
tis attached to various city 
government hospitals.

The President signed 
the order on October 15 
dismissing the plea based 
on an opinion given by the 
Election Commission (EC) 
on July 10.

The EC had found no 
merit in the plea, moved 
on June 21, 2016 by Vib-
hor Anand, which had 
claimed that the 27 AAP 
MLAs were in a position 
to “interfere” in a day-
to-day administration of 
these hospitals and hence 
held ofϐice of proϐit.

The petition had also 
claimed that in May, 2015 
the Delhi health minister 
had issued directions to 
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PRINTING & STATIONERY DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

TADONG, GANGTOK, SIKKIM
NOTICE

The following candidates have been shortlisted for appearing in the viva-voce interview for undergoing 02 
(two) years vocational training in Printing technology scheduled to be held on 24/11/2018 from 11:00 am 
onwards in the Printing & Stationery Department. The candidates are required to bring all their original 
documents for verifi cation.

Sl.No. Applicant’s Name Father’s Name Category Address

1. Dinesh Kumar Limboo Shri Bhagal Singh Limboo ST Lingding, East Sikkim

2. Prakash Dahal Mr. Padam Lall Dahal OBC Central Pandem, East Sikkim

3. Tenzing Doma Bhutia Tshetsen Namgyal Bhutia ST Singing, West Sikkim

4. Micheal Ranpal Shri Padam Lal Ranpal SC Namphong, East Sikkim

5. Rahul Rai Late Rauduraj Rai MBC Sichey, East Sikkim.

6. Mrs. Passang Diki Lepcha Lt. Lachen Lepcha ST Ranka

7. Chewang Palzor Lepcha Lt. Tashi Lepcha ST Burtul, East Sikkim

8. Pranika Biswakarma Lt. Buddha Singh Biswakarma SC Soreng, West Sikkim

9. Sonam Doma Lepcha Lt. Azong Lepcha ST Shipthang, North Sikkim

10. Saron Lepcha Mr. Budha Tsh. Lepcha ST Rumbuk, West Sikkim.

11. Sujan Chettri Shri Dil Kumar Chettri OBC Tadong, East Sikkim.

12. Shawal Lepcha Sang Tsh. Lepcha ST Upper Chumlok, South Sikkim.

13. Loden Chopel Lepcha Sonam Pintso Lepcha ST Lingmoo Kolthang, south Sikkim.

14. Laxmi Tamang Deepak Tamang ST Rangpo, East Sikkim.

15. Uma Gurung Lila Man Gurung OBC Lungchok, South Sikkim

16. Suman Rai Gorkhaman Rai MBC Burtuk, East Sikkim.

17. Punal Lepcha Mr. Pempa Lepcha ST Paney Phemsong, North Sikkim.

18. Sonam Doma Lepcha Lt. Dorjee Lepcha St Paney Phemsong, North Sikkim.

19. Pema Lhadon Bhutia Naku Tshering Bhutia ST Navey Busty, Penlong, North Sikkim.

20. Pratime Rai Prakash Rai MBC Lower Sichey, East Sikkim.

21. Pratima Rasaily Krishna Bdr. Rasaily SC Soreng, West Sikkim.

22. Pradip Dahal Padam Lal Dahal MBC Lower Lingdum, East Sikkim.

23. Anil Limboo Lt. Kharka Singh Limboo MBC Lower Lingdum, East Sikkim.

24. Pempa Tshering Bhutia Namdul Bhutia ST Chandmari, East Sikkim

25. Tshering Ongmu Lepcha Phuchung Lepcha ST Lower Burtuk, East Sikkim.

26. Rinchen Thendup Bhutia Karma Bhutia ST Tirkutam, Sang, East Sikkim.

27. Lendup Lepcha Nimcho Lepcha ST Lower Vok, South Sikkim.

28. Thendup Namgyal Bhutia Lt. Palden Bhutia ST Tumin Machelakha, East Sikkim.

29. Rinzing Ongmu Bhutia Gaylang Bhutia ST Lingdok, East Sikkim.

30. Ongmu Lepcha Doga Lepcha ST Ranka, East Sikkim.

31. Hessey Pintso Lepcha Atuk Lepcha ST Gensol, North Sikkim

32. Gobind Rai Kalu Rai MBC Rongli, North Regu, East Sikkim.

33. Bidesh Rai Lt. Bhim Kumar Rai ST Upper Nadok, East Sikkim.

34. Anjulee Lohar Harka Bdr. Lohar SC Sang-Chalamthang, East Sikkim.

35. Manisha Manger Kabi Chand Manger MBC Roang Khanigaon, South Sikkim.

36. Jigmee Bhutia Karma Bhutia ST Sajong, Rumtek, East Sikkim.

37. Pokh Raj Subba Gyan Bdr. Subba ST Sakyong Sang, East Sikkim.

38. Passang Lhamu Lepcha Bahadur Lepcha ST Nampong, East Sikkim.

39. Diki Choden Bhutia Tshering Wangyal Bhutia ST Lower Tathangchen, East Sikkim.

40. Ramon Rai Dewaraj Rai MBC Namdok, East Sikkim

41. Dil Kumari Chettri Bhim Bdr. Chettri OBC Kewsa Busty, South Sikkim.

42. Phur Lhamu Sherpa Lt. Phurba Sherpa ST Daragaon, Tadong, East Sikkim.

43. Kul Bdr Chettri Purna Bdr. Chettri OBC Bermiok, West Sikkim.

44. Anikesh Lepcha Chewang Lepcha ST Kopi Bari, Syari, East Sikkim.

45. Sancha Raj Limboo Ash Bdr. Subba OBC Assamlingzey, East Sikkim.

46. Binu Chettri Krishna Bdr. Chettri MBC Bhusuk, East Sikkim.

47. Kunal Chettri Hari Kumar Chettri OBC Phewa Busty, East Sikkim

48. Rupen Manger Man Prasad Manger OBC Upper Lingzey, East Sikkim

49 Pema Ongchuk Lepcha Passang Tshering Lepcha ST Thasa Khamdong, East Sikkim.

No TA/DA is admissible for attending the interview.
R.O. No. 430/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19  Sd/-
dt. 25.10.18  Secretary/ Ptg & Sty.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 O :

A BJP-Sikkim delega-
tion called on Union 

Minister of State for 
Tribal Affairs, Jaswant 
Singh Bhabhor, here to-
day laid out a litany com-
plaints against the State 
Government.

The Sikkim-BJP dele-
gation was led by Sched-
ule Tribe Morcha presi-
dent NT Bhutia, and 
included East district 
president YT Lepcha, 

BJYM vice president 
Sancho Sungdyangmu, 
State Membership in-
charge NB Nembang, 
West District in-charge 
Bhanu Pd. Sharma, 
BJYM East Dist presi-

dent Dipendra Sharma 
along with BJYM South 
Dist president Dawa 
Tshering Tamang, a BJP 
press release informs

The delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum 

seeking early settlement 
of he LT seat reservation 
and inclusion of the re-
maining Nepali commu-
nities of Sikkim in the 
Schedules Tribe list. 

The delegation also 

presented their critique 
on implementation of 
various central govern-
ment schemes in Sikkim 
and alleged non-comple-
tion of various projects 
targeted for the develop-
ment of tribals.

The delegation also 
railed against SILTAC, 
which was explained as 
a frontal organization of 
the ruling party, and con-
tended that it was prone 
to leveling baseless alle-
gations.

The team has con-

demned a recent press 
SILTAC statement on 
claiming that SDF will 
form the government 
here for the sixth consec-
utive term and in which 
it also accused the NDA 
government of not being 
serious about the Lim-
boo and Tamang issue. 

Mr Sungdyangmu 
said that these were all 
false allegations to mis-
guide the LT community 
and put all the weight of 
failure on the Sikkim-BJP.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 O : 

International athlete, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia, 

recently attended a na-
tional workshop on Pole 
Sports held on 20 and 21 
October at Nagpur in Ma-
harashtra. 

He was the only dele-
gate from the north-east-
ern region at the workshop 
organised by Indian Pole 
Sports Association [IPSA].  

On the occasion, IPSA 
also felicitated Mr Bhutia 
for his outstanding per-
formance and contribu-
tions in sports and also 
appointed him an execu-
tive member in IPSA.

Speaking to media per-
sons today, Mr Bhutia men-
tioned that IPSA was es-
tablished recently and has 
been working to promote 
pole sports in the country. 

He expressed his 

desire to promote pole 
sports in the State in the 
near future. 

“At the workshop, I 
found that around 80% of 
the athletes in pole sports 
are women and this sport 
mainly needs strength 
and ϐlexibility so there is 
a lot of potential and op-

portunities for Sikkimese 
athletes to do well in this 
discipline,” he expressed.

Mr Bhutia expressed 
his gratitude to the or-
ganising secretary, Dr 
Shrikant Warankar, who 
is also a founder member 
of IPSA, for having invit-
ed him to the workshop.

Pema Dorjee appointed 
exec member of IPSA

Sikkim-BJP delegation calls on MoS, submits memo

G , 25 O  (IPR): 
Union Minister of State 
for Tribal Affairs, Jaswan-
tsinh Bhabhor, chaired a 
review meeting with the 
ofϐicials of the State So-
cial Justice Department 
and Principals of EMRS 
Schools at New Raj Bha-
wan today. The Union 
Minister is on a two-day 
visit to the State to re-
view the activities being 
carried out by the State. 
He is also slated to visit 
EMRS School at Parakha, 
East Sikkim.

Special Secretary, 
Department of Social 
Justice, Welfare & Em-
powerment, Government 
of Sikkim, Dhanjyoti 
Mukhia in her welcome 
address briefed about 
the activities being car-
ried out in the State for 
the development and 
upliftment of the Tribal 
community. She outlined 
the emphasis laid by the 
State Government on in-
clusive development to 
ensure equal social jus-
tice and economic em-
powerment of all.

A brief presenta-
tion was made on the 
schemes implemented 

by the State Government 
under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 
Government of India. 

A presentation was 
also made by the Engi-
neering Cell of the de-
partment highlighting 
the infrastructural devel-
opments for implemen-
tation of schemes and 
programmes under tribal 
affairs.

Union Minister of 
State, Jaswantsinh Bhab-
hor in his address laud-
ed the efforts being put 
by the State towards the 
development of the tribal 
community in the State. 
He expressed his pro-
found thanks to the Chief 
Minister of Sikkim on be-
half of the Government 
of India for uplifting and 
empowering the tribal 
community in the State 
and the welfare mea-
sures being implemented 
under his leadership. 

He further added that 
the State Government 
and Central Government 
should collaborative-
ly work to ensure that 
the weaker sections of 
the society are uplifted. 
He said that the Prime 

Minister has laid huge 
emphasis on the devel-
opment of the North 
East Region of the Coun-
try. Tribal community is 
spread across almost all 
the States and the Gov-
ernment of India is com-
mitted to bring develop-
ment to their doorsteps 
through the support of 
the State Governments. 

“I feel proud to men-
tion here that Sikkim has 
really implemented the 
EMRS schools scheme 
well and are empowering 
the tribal children with 
education,” he said.

“I have heard a lot 
about Sikkim but today 
after coming here for the 
ϐirst time in the lap of 
Mount Khangchendzonga, 
I feel fortunate. I am highly 
impressed with the work 
being done by the State 
Government,” concluded 
the Union Minister.  

The meeting had the 
presence of District Col-
lector East, Kapil Meena, 
senior ofϐicers of the So-
cial Justice Department, 
ofϐicers from the Minis-
try, Principals of EMRS 
schools in the State and 
members of NGOs.

MoS Tribal Affairs chairs review 
meeting with Social Justice Dept 

M , 25 O  (IPR): 
An entry point activity 
meeting for the newly ad-
opted SAGY village Toong 
Naga was held today un-
der the chairmanship of 
MP Rajya Sabha, Hissay 
Lachungpa. The SAGY 
Scheme is a unique and a 
transformative scheme as 
it takes a holistic approach 
towards development. 
Each MP selects villages 
under their constituency 
and handholds them to 
develop into model villag-
es. It envisages integrated 
development of the select-
ed village across multiple 
areas such as agriculture, 
health, education, sanita-
tion, environment, live-
lihoods, etc. Far beyond 
mere infrastructure de-
velopment, SAGY aims at 
instilling certain values, 
such as people’s partici-
pation, Antyodaya, gender 
equality, dignity of wom-
en, social justice, spirit 
of community service, 
cleanliness, eco-friendli-
ness, maintaining ecolog-
ical balance, peace and 
harmony, mutual cooper-
ation, self-reliance, local 
self-government, trans-
parency and accountabili-
ty in public life in the vil-
lages and their people so 
that they get transformed 
into models for others. 

It may be mentioned 
here that Tingvong vil-
lage adopted under SAGY 
has won two National 
awards.

The program was 
also attended by Minister 
Forest, Environment and 
Wildlife Management De-
partment T.W Lepcha , Up 
Adhakshya North, Teney 
Bhutia, SNT Chairperson, 
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha, 
former Adhakshya North, 
Anguli Lepcha, former Up 
Adhakshya North, Nim 
Tshering Lepcha, District 
Collector North, SP North, 
ADC (Dev), BDO Mangan 
and Heads of all Line De-
partments in the district. 

The program com-
menced with the light-
ing of ceremonial lamp 
by MP and Minister cum 
Area MLA followed by 
the formal announce-
ment of the adoption of 
Toong Naga Village un-
der SAGY scheme. A brief 
presentation was made 
on the village proϐile de-
tailing on the population 
resources available and 
needed infrastructure. 
The resource person from 
RMDD   enlightened the 
audience about the guide-
lines and vision of SAGY. 

Addressing the gath-
ering the Minister For-
est and area MLA stated 
the North Sikkim was 
lucky to have three GPUs 
adopted under SAGY 
and thanked the MP for 
adopting the Toong Naga 
GPU in the third phase. 
He stated that the deci-
sion will hasten the de-

velopment of the GPU 
into a model village in 
the near future.

The Nodal ofϐicer and 
District Collector North, 
Karma Bonpo said the 
strong public participa-
tion and awareness was 
essential for the devel-
opment of the village. He 
stated the people would 
have to draw their plans 
for village development 
and work towards the vi-
sion of achieving a mod-
el village. The scheme 
would be implemented 
by convergence of vari-
ous scheme of the gov-
ernment and would be 
monitored by the MP. 
The district administra-
tion would work hand 
in hand with the public 
to achieve all the plans 
drawn by the people.

The MP, Hissey La-
chungpa said that all 
the central and state 
schemes would be given 
priority in the villages 
once it is tagged with 
SAGY. He appealed the 
people of the village to 
focus on organic veg-
etable production and 
that provisions would be 
made for construction of 
Marketing sheds. 

He also announced 
that the three best pro-
gressive farmers in the 
village would get a cash 
prize worth Rs. 50,000, 
Rs 30,000 and Rs 20,000 
on the basis of their farm 
productivity. He also in-
formed that special focus 
would be on Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Animal 
Husbandry sector to make 
the people self reliant and 
income generation. 

He also suggest-
ed that the Bongthing 
house be developed into 
a culture center where 
youth can be engaged 
for showcasing the rich 
cultural heritage to the 
tourists thereby gener-
ating valuable income in 
the village. He said that 
due focus on sports de-
velopment and cultural 
preservation would have 
to be made. He urged the 
people to come up with 
the village development 
plans before the next 
meeting with Secretaries 
of various departments 
during which the de-
tailed development plan 
would be discussed.

The Panchayats of 
Tong Naga GPU and 
Former Up Adhakshya 
North, Nim Tshering 
Lepcha expressed their 
happiness and gratitude 
on behalf of the public to 
the MP for adopting their 
village and stated that 
they would spare no ef-
fort in implementing the 
various scheme in the vil-
lage. They are stated that 
all the GPUs members 
would whole heartedly 
participate to make the 
scheme a success.

Entry point activity 
meeting held for 

newly adopted SAGY 
village Toong Naga

ite regional centre in Me-
ghalaya, which will start 
work once the space is 
made available.

Talking about the Sa-
majik Adhikarita Shivir, 
aids and assistive de-
vices distribution camp, 
the Union Minister said 
that it is biggest camp in 
the North East and the 
message is that the pub-
lic should know about 

the scheme and get to 
see and know about the 
quality of products they 
are getting.

There are almost 
7000 beneϐiciaries in 
Shillong and Tura in the 
two days camp, he said.

Earlier, Chief Minis-
ter Conrad Sangma said 
the idea of setting up a 
stadium started three to 
four months back when 
he had met the Union 

minister and discussed 
an array of issues and 
received good response 
and support.

He said that this sta-
dium will also be put to 
use during the National 
Games 2022.

While expressing his 
“satisfaction” over being 
allotted one such sport 
centres of the country, he 
said “the State is lucky to 
have such a stadium.”

Stadium for differently abled 
to be set up in Meghalaya

contd from pg01

all government hospitals 
to provide ofϐice space to 
chairperson of the com-
mittee, which also attract-
ed provision of the ofϐice 
of proϐit law.

“It is observed that 
the ofϐice of chairperson 
in Rogi Kalyan Samitis 
(Patient Welfare Com-
mittees) in hospitals of 
government of National 

Capital Terrirory of Delhi 
falls under the exempt-
ed category as per item 
14 of the Schedule of the 
Delhi Members of Legis-
lative Assembly (Removal 
of Disqualiϐication) Act, 
1997, and therefore this 
Commission opines that 
the respondents are not 
disqualiϐied for holding 
Ofϐice of Proϐit,” the EC 
had said in its opinion 

rendered to the President. 
In its opinion, the EC 

also said that “it is pertinent 
to note that while it is an es-
tablished fact that some of 
the respondents have never 
been appointed to the said 
ofϐice, the ϐinding that the 
said ofϐice falls under ex-
empted category makes it 
redundant to comment on 
the cause of non-disqualiϐi-
cation individually”.

Of ice of pro it: Prez dismisses plea 
to disqualify 27 AAP MLAs

contd from pg01
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Gangtok on 
Friday, 
26 Oct

Temp: 24°C/09°C
Forecast:  Clouds giv-
ing way to some sun; 
occasional morning 
rain and drizzle, then 
a brief shower or two.
Sunrise: 05:41 AM
Sunset: 04:58PM
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Kutse Shegu
The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of late Tsh-
ewang Dorjee Bhutia, who left for his 
heavenly abode on the 13th of September 
2018, falls on 31 October 2018. 

All relatives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us in offering prayers 
for the departed soul at our residence at 
Bojoghari, behind the SBI building.

We would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those who stood by us 
during our time of bereavement.

Tshering Doma Bhutia 
(Elder Sister) 94344 49033

East Bengal.
East Bengal, mean-

while, has strengthened 
its defence by sign-
ing Costa Rican World 
Cupper Jhonny Acos-
ta Zamora in search of 
their maiden I-League 
title. The 5-year-old 
Zamora played in all of 
the Costa Rica’s group 
matches in the 2018 
World Cup in Russia.

Defending champions 
Minerva Punjab will con-
tinue their reliance on 
the young players from 
their academy and do-
mestic players with some 
quality foreigners. 

Last year also, they 
did not have many big 
names in their ranks but 

went onto win the title.
“Just like last year, we 

will play as a team and 
try to defend the title,” 
Souvik Das said.Mani-
pur side Neroca, which 
ϐinished second in their 
ϐirst season last year, 
have signed a new coach 
Manuel Retamero Fraile 
and the Spaniard is set to 
herald a change in play-
ing style from his pre-
decessor Gift Raikhan’s 
direct football to posses-
sion and short passing 
system.

“We want to win the 
I-League this time, or at 
least we cannot go down 
the second spot. The 
football-crazy people of 
Manipur will not accept a 
position lower than that 
from the last season. We 

have a new coach and 
with it a new playing 
style,” Lalit Thapa, cap-
tain of the Imphal-based 
side, said. 

The I-League this 
year will be broadcast 
live on the Star Sports 
Network and their digital 
platform Hotstar along 
with Jio TV. 

The 12th edition will 
also be rewarding for the 
players with signiϐicant 
prize money at stake 
for the top teams. The 
champions will pock-
et Rs 1 crore while the 
runners-up, third place 
and fourth place teams 
will get Rs 60 lakh, Rs 
40 lakh and Rs 25 lakh 
respectively.

I-League kicks off in backdrop...

YOGEN THATAL
S , 25 O :

Students of Lower 
Tanak Government 

Primary School, South 
Sikkim celebrated 
Dussehra by offering 
‘tika’ to their Headmas-
ter, Mahesh Dahal on 
Wednesday. Mr Dahal 
also offered ‘tika’ to the 
teachers on the occasion. 

“The main reason 
for the celebration is 
to spread the message 
of communal harmony 
amongst people,” said 
the Headmaster. 

The Headmaster 
also presented gifts 
to students and teach-
ers. Amongst the 28 
students, three were 
from the Christian 
community.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 O : 

Sikkim Chess Associa-
tion felicitated its play-

ers on Thursday for their 
outstanding performanc-
es in two recent chess 
tournaments held outside 
the State. SCA executive 
members congratulated 
the State team players for 
winning trophies, medal 
and laurels for the State 
and further expressed 
best wishes for upcoming 
competitions.

A ϐive-member SCA 
team had participated in 
Rautahat International 
Open Chess Tournament 
2018 held from 08 to 12 

Oct at Rautahat in Nepal. In 
the tournament, Thendup 
Tamang stood on the sec-
ond position and received 
cash prize of Rs 40,000, 
Rahul Gurung ϐinished on 
the third position and was 
awarded with cash prize 
of Rs 30,000 while Rohit 
Gurung ϐinished 7th and 
bagged cash prize of Rs 
20,000. Likewise, Bhoj 
Bahadru Chettri won the 
ϐirst prize in Best Elo Rat-
ing 1400-1599 category 
and Rick Gupta stood on 
the third position in U-15 
category.

The same ϐive-mem-
ber SCA team also partic-
ipated in Jalpaiguri Chess 
Festival 2018 Open Rap-

id Tournament held from 
21 to 23 Oct at Jalpaigu-
ri in West Bengal. In the 
tournament, Thendup 
Tamang again came sec-
ond, Rahul Gurung in 
fourth position and Ro-
hit Gurung in tenth po-
sition. Rick Gupta stood 
on the ninth position in 
the U-15 category of the 
tournament and despite 
a good performance Che-
wang Dorjee could not 
win any prize.

While congratulating 
the team members, SCA 
general secretary Ma-
hendra Dhakal appreci-
ated their performance 
in these tournaments 
and further expressed 

best wishes for upcoming 
chess tournaments. He 
expressed his satisfaction 
with the team’s perfor-
mance and further en-
couraged the State play-
ers to continue with their 
practice and hard work to 
keep the name of Sikkim 
on the top in upcoming 
national tournaments.

SCA players have 
been preparing for the 
upcoming U-19 Nation-
al Chess Tournament to 
be held from 28 Nov to 
06 Dec at New Delhi and 
Senior National Chess 
Tournament to be held in 
Dec at Jammu.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 25 O :  

The second North Sik-
kim Open Badminton 

tournament-2018 started 
today. The tournament is 
organised by Badminton 
Association of Mangan 
co-sponsored by Tees-
ta-IV HE Project, NHPC 
Ltd and supported by 
District Administration, 
North Sikkim. 

The opening ceremony 
today had Forest Minister, 

TW Lepcha as a chief guest 
along with Upadakshya 
North, Theney Bhutia, 
SDM Mangan, PW Lepcha, 
SDPO Mangan and other 
ofϐicials.   

The tournament will 
be held till 27 Oct in both 
categories of men and 
women with the partic-
ipation of players from 
across the state and from 
different schools.

The chief guest in his 
speech stated that every 

parent should get their 
children engaged in sports 
so that they remain ϐit. He 
urged all the participants 
to play with passion and 
dedication and also appre-
ciated the NHPC for organ-
ising such tournament in 
the district. 

Earlier, the function 
was welcomed by Chief 
Engineer Incharge, NHPC 
Teesta Stage-IV, Ramesh 
Mukhiya.

Sikkim Chess Assoc felicitates players for outstanding performance

Lower Tanak Primary School 
celebrates Dussehra

North Sikkim Open Badminton 
tournament begins

Want 50 per 
cent women CMs 
in Cong ruled 
states: Rahul
K , O  25 (PTI): Push-
ing for the participation of 
more women across vari-
ous levels in the Congress, 
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday 
said he would like half his 
party’s chief ministers in 
the country to be women in 
the next ϐive to seven years.

The BJP and the RSS 
think women should not 
go out of their houses 
while the Congress pro-
motes women, the Con-
gress president said at the 
state level convention of 
Mahila Congress here. 

“This is the difference 
between BJP and Con-
gress. BJP and RSS say 
that women should not 
be progressive and should 
not go out of the houses. 
You will not ϐind a single 
woman in RSS meetings. 
They (BJP) have an or-
ganisation of women but 
that organisation does 
not take decisions and the 
decision is taken there by 
the men, Gandhi said.

He said that chief min-
ister in the BJP ruled Ra-
jasthan is a woman but her 
thoughts are not for women.

Gandhi said his aim is 
to give women a suitable 
representation in the par-
ty’s organization .

“I have taken the deci-
sion that I will promote the 
participation of women in 
the organisation and at the 
level of zila parishad, prad-
han and then at the level 
of MLA and MP. After that 
I want that in next 5 to 7 
years, half of our chief min-
isters in the country should 
be women, he said.

As the Congress chief, 
Gandhi said, his role may 
be that of a “judge” in the 
party but he would be 
willing to be the “lawyer” 
of women in order to pro-
mote them.



4 SummitTIMES | 26 Oct 2018 Opinion

HAVE  A STORY TO 
SHARE? 

email us  news@summittimes.com

Get Involved
Extend collaborations to reinforce 

quality governance

What is worse? A society that is ill-informed and 
at times intentionally ignorant, or the one that is 

dismissive and disinterested? They are both bad, and 
what is worse for Sikkim is that both conditions exist 
in almost equal measure here. 

Sikkim has a continuing problem with substance 
abuse, suicides, even child labour and also, of late, 
sexual abuse of minors. And yet, even as these stories 
make frequent headlines, one is yet to see any coherent 
societal engagement to address any of these issues. It 
is not rare to hear of people reading of drug busts and 
commenting that the right palms must not have been 
greased, or others subscribing to ill-informed and 
shallow explanations for the suicides or crimes or un-
employment. What should worry Sikkim is that in the 
absence of civil society interventions to address social 
challenges, one is left with the government stepping 
in and experimenting with possible solutions. Such in-
terventions, while welcome in the absence of any oth-
er alternatives, are also woefully incomplete because 
they compromise the public participation quotient re-
quired for effective governance and go on to seed the 
beginnings of a big-brother administration. Take the 
ban on ϐirecrackers for Diwali, or even the more recent 
ban on import of vegetables. Sikkim would have been 
counted among the most enlightened of societies if 
these bans had been enforced by children convincing 
elders not to blow up money on polluting ϐirecrackers 
or public consensus had ϐirst been built to support 
local growers and eat healthy. Unfortunately, such ef-
forts either failed or never even materialised until the 
cops and bubbling babus stepped in and took to public 
address systems to warn of “strict action”. 

The ϐirecracker ban was effective as was the hassle 
of buying affordable vegetables as if one was purchas-
ing contraband, but was the capitulation of the society 
towards its responsibility to come together and unan-
imously endorse, or for that matter oppose, a policy 
disruption, a healthy development?

What Sikkim should consciously remind itself is 
that democracy demands people’s involvement more 
often than the once-every-ϐive years elections. An un-
involved people is not healthy for anyone, not the peo-
ple and deϐinitely not governance. Quality of gover-
nance, it is universally accepted, is reinforced by long-
standing traditions of civic engagement. Voter turnout 
is only part of it, and other signs of civic engagement 
manifest in such indicators as newspaper readerships, 
involved membership in social organisations, sports 
clubs, school management committees, neighbour-
hood clubs etc. Such organisations exist in Sikkim, 
but most are staffed, at least at the executive levels, by 
government ofϐicers or nominees and appointees. For 
more people to be involved in these groups, they need 
to be made for genuinely representative, and dare we 
say, democratic. If that happens, they become hall-
marks of a successful region. In fact, historical analy-
ses suggest that these networks of organisational rec-
iprocity and civic solidarity, far from being a result of 
socioeconomic and socio-cultural modernization and 
growth are a prerequisite for it. 

Admittedly, the solutions are not simple and 
straightforward, and hence cannot be directed by law, 
but what they can, and should, receive is nurturing. 
Mechanisms through which civic engagement and 
social connectedness produce such results as better 
schools, faster economic development, lower crime 
and more effective governance- are multiple and com-
plex. Such networks of civic engagement facilitate 
coordination and communication, amplify represen-
tation/ concerns and allow dilemmas to be resolved 
through dialogue and timely interventions. These 
engagements also help resolve points of conϐlict be-
cause when social connectedness becomes instinctive, 
economic and political negotiation becomes embed-
ded in diverse networks of social interactions. These 
are engagements in which an enlightened society be-
comes good at because it lays the foundations for a 
strong sense of belonging and provides the template 
for future situations and challenges. If these become 
too complicated organisations to form, then let’s just 
begin by celebrating rationality and from there alone 
several solutions and networks will be born. 

Community engagement, when genuinely crafted, 
automatically leads to spontaneous involvement. And 
one is not referring only to substance abuse and sui-
cides in this regard. Look at how consistently silent 
the people and their organisations have remained in 
Sikkim through its several challenges and travails. The 
only voices that engage are politically inspired and 
hence “vested”, and the lay citizens remain aloof be-
cause they have not cobbled together organisations 
which are not only not politically compromised, but 
also forceful and forthright. In this vacuum, issues are 
manufactured and forced on the people and genuine 
confusions remain unaddressed.

ABIGAIL STEPNITZ
theconversation.com

Roughly 5,000 people, mostly from Central 
America’s violent and unstable “Northern Tri-
angle” of Guatemala, El Salvador and Hondu-

ras are reportedly making their way through Mexi-
co with the intention of claiming asylum at the U.S. 
border. The so-called “migrant caravan” is attracting 
intense social and political attention, with U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump declaring it a “national emer-
gency.” He has also claimed, erroneously, that the 
migrants “have to” claim asylum in Mexico ϐirst.

Migrants aren’t obligated to claim asylum in 
any country, but have a right to seek asylum in a 
country of their choosing, the right to a fair process 
in that country, and crucially, a right not to be sent 
back to a country where they will face persecution 
– or even death.

I’ve been working with asylum-seekers in Eu-
rope and the U.S. since 2008. Over the last decade 
I have witnessed ϐirsthand the increasing pressure 
on the asylum system to manage complex situa-
tions at borders. The reality is that even if the mi-
grants currently traveling through Mexico are able 
to claim asylum at the U.S. border – a big if, con-
sidering they are still more than 1,000 miles away 
– the legal path to safety is challenging.

What has always been a difϐicult process has 
been made more difϐicult by growing governmen-
tal and public concern that asylum-seekers are 
gaming the system or that asylum itself has become 
a backdoor route for economic migrants.

Pressures like these lead to ever-narrowing le-
gal protections for asylum-seekers.

The asylum system is ϐlawed, and ensuring fair 
access to genuine protection requires making sig-
niϐicant improvements to the broader legal, admin-
istrative and social contexts.

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK
The international legal framework for asylum is the 
1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees, which was 
developed at the end of WWII by the United Nations.

The convention established ϐive categories on 
which asylum claims can be based: race, national-
ity, religion, political opinion or membership in a 
particular social group.

From the beginning, however, these protection 
categories were political. Much like recent efforts 
to limit protections for those ϐleeing domestic or 
gang violence, these categories have always pro-
tected some, but not all persecuted people. For 
example, the 1951 convention excluded Germans 
expelled from Eastern Europe and those forced to 
ϐlee partition of India and Pakistan.

Many of the people displaced or persecuted to-
day also struggle to ϐit their experiences into the 
boxes created by the law. For example, despite 
broad global support for the rights of women and 

LGBTQ persons, no speciϐic categories exist for 
gender or sexuality.

The 1951 Convention is not useless – far from it. 
However, it contributes to a legal environment in which 
successful asylum-seekers must have rather narrowly 
deϐined experiences in order to be protected.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS
When a person seeks asylum – not just in the U.S., 
but in any country that is a party to the refugee 
convention – they have to prove they have been 
persecuted because of their race, nationality, reli-
gion, political opinion or membership in a partic-
ular social group. What’s more, they have to prove 
that they cannot live safely in their country of ori-
gin. Their proof depends in large part on being able 
to demonstrate credibility. In other words, they 
have to share their experiences in such a way that 
their claim is believed to be true and their fear of 
persecution is found to be genuine.

This process is made more challenging by suspi-
cions that asylum-seekers are abusing the system. 
For example, in January 2018, U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, which manages the admin-
istrative process, changed their policy regarding 
interviews so that those who have claimed asylum 
more recently are interviewed ϐirst.

The assumption by USCIS is that newer applica-
tions are more likely to be fraudulent and quicker 
interviews will deter people from “using asylum 
backlogs solely to obtain employment authoriza-
tion by ϐiling frivolous, fraudulent or otherwise 
non-meritorious asylum applications.”

In the meantime, those who have been waiting 
years to be interviewed will wait even longer. In Jan-
uary 2018 more than 300,000 people were waiting. 
USCIS used to publish a bulletin of wait times, but dis-
continued it when the interviewing policy changed 
in January. The last published bulletin showed that, 
for example, people in Miami were waiting nearly 
four and a half years to be interviewed.

In addition to confronting suspicion that they 
are abusing the system, asylum-seekers face a lack 
of legal support for making claims, and the reality 
that decision-makers have a great deal of discre-
tion in deciding their fate.

No legal representation is automatically pro-
vided for asylum-seekers. Many manage the entire 
process, including going before an immigration 
judge, entirely on their own. Unsurprisingly, those 
who do have an attorney are ϐive times more likely 
to be granted asylum.

Research also regularly shows that the chances 
of being granted asylum vary considerably depend-
ing on the applicant’s nationality and the location 
within the U.S. where they seek asylum. In 2017, 
almost 90 percent of claims from Mexicans were de-
nied, compared to only 20 percent of Chinese cases. 
All three Northern Triangle countries – El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala – are in the top ϐive most 
frequently denied, with more than 75 percent of 
claims being refused. Similarly, a case is more likely 
to be granted in New York or San Francisco than in 
those courts closer to the border in Texas or Arizona.

THE SOCIAL CONTEXT
Lastly, asylum has in many ways become an outlet 
for broader social anxieties about borders, security, 
terrorism, economic inequality and multicultural-
ism. Research shows us that migrants and refugees 
are in fact not more likely to commit crime than cit-
izens. Nor are they likely to be terrorists. In fact, they 
contribute to local economies in positive ways. But 
until these social attitudes and assumptions change, 
the prospect of there being sufϐicient political will to 
create workable legal solutions will likely remain low.

The legal and administrative frameworks can 
only really be addressed once adequate social and 
political will exists to make the kinds of changes that 
would support a just and humane asylum system.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley]

STEPHEN HOPGOOD
theconversation.com

When considering the future of 
human rights and whether they 

will be viewed as more, or less im-
portant in the years to come, many 
potential challenges come to mind: cli-
mate change, nationalism, inequality, 
growing authoritarianism. Ultimately, 
many of these different threats are 
linked to one another in complex ways 
– for example, inequality has foment-
ed nationalism, and climate change 
can increase inequality. But they also 
depend on the answer to a deeper 
question: “How important are the hu-
man rights of others to us generally?”

For the thing most likely to stall 
human rights progress is people 
around the world simply not consid-
ering them to be as important as their 
advocates would have us believe. 
When it comes to a trade off between 
human rights and other things people 
hold dear – their material well-being, 
their security, their children’s oppor-
tunities and accomplishments – there 
are plenty of examples to suggest that 
people are reluctant to make sacriϐic-
es to realise other people’s rights.

Let’s take three obvious examples. 
First, inequality. Even in the most 
rights-observing societies, there is 
often reluctance among key sectors 
of the population to redistribute in-
come through higher rates of taxa-
tion. For many poorer people, noth-
ing would make more of a difference 
than reliable access to high-quality 
education and healthcare. But in the 
US and UK, public funding for both is 
constantly being squeezed. We know 
that reliance solely on private sector 
solutions creates signiϐicant inequali-
ty, but too many people simply aren’t 
willing to pay more to give everyone 

the highest possible standard of med-
ical treatment and schooling.

Or take the treatment of refugees. 
As many scholars have recognised, we 
are never so alone and never more in 
need of our human rights than when 
we do not have the protection of a na-
tional government. When we are refu-
gees, all we have is our “humanity”.

But far from this triggering deep 
concern among afϐluent populations, 
instead it seems to have fuelled a kind 
of moral panic about immigration in 
Europe and has led to the rise of right-
wing politicians. The courageous de-
cision by German chancellor Angela 
Merkel to open up German borders to 
a million refugees from Syria has weak-
ened her politically, and allowed into 
German politics far-right parties and 
movements. When we add Islam into 
the mix, regardless of the importance 
of the right to one’s religious beliefs, 
things get even less rights-friendly.

Finally, torture. Nothing would 
seem to be more of a poster child 
for a commitment to human rights 
than the claim that no one should be 
tortured. Yet, when we look at opin-
ion surveys of attitudes to torture, 
we discover widespread support for 
torture designed to tackle national 

security threats. 
We can also see 
this punitive logic 
in death penalty 
cases in many plac-
es, where the only 
reason to resist the 
death penalty that 
gets any traction 
is the fear of exe-
cuting an innocent 
person, rather than 
the fundamental 
human right to life.

In fact, we can 
see such attitudes 

repeated across a whole range of civil 
liberty issues from freedom of infor-
mation to freedom of the press, from 
freedom of speech to freedom from 
surveillance. When faced with sig-
niϐicant threats, people will actually 
sacriϐice a good deal of liberty – the 
liberty of others but eventually their 
own, too – to keep what they have 
safe from harm.

‘OUR JOBS, OUR LAND’
I’ve always been struck by the lack 
of attention given to Article 29 of 
the Universal Declaration. It talks of 
our duties to the community, not our 
rights. Its second paragraph states:

In the exercise of his rights and 
freedoms, everyone shall be subject 
only to such limitations as are deter-
mined by law solely for the purpose of 
securing due recognition and respect 
for the rights and freedoms of others 
and of meeting the just requirements 
of morality, public order and the gen-
eral welfare in a democratic society.

Authoritarian states can easily use 
this article to suppress rights in the 
name of public morality or to crush 
dissent and remove (or embed) prop-
erty rights. But this is not how demo-
cratic states are supposed to act. Dem-

ocratic states must, however, meet the 
demands of some coalition of their 
citizens. If they lose enough support 
among key groups within their citizen-
ry, then the government will lose pow-
er or the democratic state itself might 
come under threat of being toppled.

Many Western countries have 
long overlooked Article 29 because, 
for the most part, wealthy democra-
cies have been in the ascendant since 
1948. But now they’re under pres-
sure, and the basic social contract 
– the deal that these democracies 
strike with their citizens – is sudden-
ly in question. New threats, such as 
inequality, climate change, and the 
replacement of manual work by AI 
and machines, mean those who fear 
that the old social contract is no lon-
ger in their interests are making their 
voices heard. They say, “these are our 
jobs”, “this is our land”, “our com-
munity has certain shared values”, 
and “people like us are the only real 
citizens”. These sentiments, echoing 
around the presidency of Donald 
Trump or during Brexit, are in direct 
opposition to human rights.

States don’t much like rights – 
they’re an annoyance or an embar-
rassment. The survival, and ϐlourish-
ing, of human rights requires people, 
the citizenry, the populace, to say that 
these rights are important and to de-
mand that their governments observe 
them. And by that same logic, the peo-
ple can sink them, too. In the end it is 
us, we – however we deϐine that prob-
lematic term – who will make the dif-
ference between the failure or success 
of human rights, whatever the exter-
nal and internal threats we face.

[Professor of International Rela-
tions, SOAS, University of London]

What is the greatest challenge to the future 
of human rights? We the people are

Migrant caravan members have right to claim 
asylum – here’s why getting it will be hard
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14 shops 
gutted in 
Battala 
market ire
A , O  25 (PTI): 
Fourteen shops were gut-
ted in a ϐire that broke out 
at Battala market here on 
Thursday, a ϐire ofϐicer said.

Ofϐicer-in charge of 
Agartala Fire Station, Bha-
jan Dey said they received 
a call at 4.20 am, from a 
pedestrian who had spot-
ted the ϐire early morning 
on Thursday.

Seven ϐire tenders 
were rushed to the market 
to douse the blaze, he said.

No one was injured 
in the incident as the ϐire 
broke out in the early 
hours when the market 
remains closed, he said.

The prominent mar-
ket at Battala houses 
shops that sell items such 
as garments, groceries, 
fruits, vegetables and ϐish.

“It took about two 
hours for the ϐire ϐighters 
to douse the ϐlames. Four-
teen shops were gutted 
and the initial damage 
was estimated at Rs 40 
lakh,” Dey told reporters.

A short circuit might 
have triggered the ϐire, 
the ϐire ofϐicer said the ex-
act cause of the blaze was 
being ascertained.

Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb visited the 
market and said that the 
losses would be compen-
sated from the Chief Min-
ister’s Relief Fund.

“We have decided to pay 
Rs 25,000 to the owners of 
ϐive shops who suffered the 
maximum damage and Rs 
15,000 to the others,” Deb 
told reporters.

J , O  25 
(PTI): An injured ele-
phant has been reunited 
with its herd in Darjeel-
ing district of West Ben-
gal due to the initiative 
of forest ofϐicials and an 
animal protection group.

The young female el-
ephant, part of a larger 
herd, was injured by an 
Assam-bound goods train 
at Mongpong at dawn on 
Monday, Ranger, Goru-
mara Wildlife Division, 
Samiran Sikdar said.

The injured animal 
stayed back at Mong-
pong, though the herd 
had started moving to-
wards nearby Apalchand 
forest, Sikdar said.

On being informed 

by locals, forest ofϐicials 
and representatives of 
the Society for Protection 
of Orifauna and Animal 
Rights(SPOAR), the an-
imal protection group, 
rushed to the spot and 

provided necessary treat-
ment to the pachyderm.

“After providing treat-
ment, we kept a distance 
from the elephant as 
there have been instanc-
es of elephants rejecting 

members of their herd, 
if they come into contact 
with human beings,” Sik-
dar said.

On Tuesday, forest 
ofϐicials and SPOAR rep-
resentatives, directed six 

elephants from the group 
of 40, to the spot where 
the injured elephant was 
resting.

They went near the 
elephant at Mongpong 
and the injured elephant 
stayed with the group 
throughout Tuesday, the 
forest ofϐicial said.

The two groups of 
elephants assembled at 
Mongpong on Wednes-
day, helped the injured 
elephant to get up and 
reunite with its herd.

Both the forest ofϐicial 
and SPOAR secretary, Shya-
ma Prasad Pandey, claimed 
the operation to reunite the 
elephant with the herd as a 
“major success”.

G , O  25 
(PTI): BJP MLA Terash 
Gowalla Thursday with-
drew his resignation 
from the Assembly, two 
days after he submitted 
it to the Chief Minister 
Sarbanand Sonowal on 
some issues.

Gowalla, however, 
had not submitted his 
resignation to the As-
sembly Speaker.

“The chief minister 
called me for a meeting 
last night to discuss the 
issue. He explained the 
complexities regarding 

appointments as differ-
ent communities and re-
gions have to be accom-
modated,” the ϐirst time 
MLA told PTI.

“The CM appreciated 
my concerns and assured 
that these will be ad-
dressed in future. As he 
personally requested me 
to withdraw the resig-
nation, so I have decided 
accordingly. I sent a mail 
to him this morning and 
withdrew the resigna-
tion,” Gowalla said.

On October 23, the 
BJP legislator had alleged 

that he was neglected in 
recent appointment in 
the Assam Gas Company 
Ltd (AGCL).

“That is one reason. 
AGCL is in Duliajan and 
people have made me 
their representative. 
They have some expec-
tations from me. Without 
any consultation to me, 
the appointment in the 
company was made. I am 
not saying that you (gov-
ernment) give the post to 
me, but at least I should 
have been consulted,” he 
had said.

K , O  25 (PTI): 
Goitre prevalence has 
come down from 34.3 per 
cent in the 1960s to 1 per 
cent recently in Nagaland, 
which falls under “areas 
of severest iodine deϐi-
ciency”, an ofϐicial said.

This has been possi-
ble through concerted 
awareness efforts, State 
Programme Ofϐicer, Na-
tional Iodine Deϐiciency 
Disorders Control Pro-
gramme, Directorate of 
Health & Family Wel-
fare, Nagaland, Dr. Akuo 
Sorhie said.

Nagaland is located in 
the sub-Himalayan belt 
and falls under areas of 
severest iodine deϐicien-
cy, she said.

Iodine deϐiciency re-
mains one of the most 
neglected and most 
widespread of all nutri-
tional deϐiciencies in the 
sub-Himalayan areas, Dr 
Sorhie said.

“Nagaland was de-
clared as one of the 
Iodine Deficiency Dis-
order (IDD) endemic 
states in India through 
a base line survey con-
ducted by the Indian 
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) in early 
1960s, where 34.3 per 
cent of goitre preva-
lence was recorded, she 
said.

A recent survey indi-
cated that the prevalence 
rate has come down 
to about 1 per cent, Dr 
Sorhie said expressing 
hope that the effort by all 
the stakeholders would 
help the state in bringing 
down the prevalence rate 
of goitre to below one 
per cent by 2020.

Goitre is a swelling of 
the neck resulting from 
enlargement of the thy-

roid gland and it com-
monly develops as a re-
sult of iodine deϐiciency 
or inϐlammation of the 
thyroid gland.

Dwelling on the 
theme ‘Iodised salt, trad-
ers responsibilities,’ she 
urged the salt traders 
to join the ϐight against 
IDDs asking them to sell 
only iodised salt for hu-
man consumption.

Stating that iodised 
salt traders carry an im-
portant responsibility in 
ensuring universal con-
sumption of iodised salt, 
Dr Sorhie asked them 
not to expose iodised salt 
bags to rain, high humid-
ity, extreme heat or sun-
light, dust and other con-
ditions of contamination.

She asked them to 
buy iodised salt only 
from reputed and autho-
rised iodised salt pro-
ducers and also check 
the quality of iodised 
salt held in stock and be 
sure that it contained 15 
parts per million (ppm) 
or above of iodine before 
releasing in the market.

“You are the vital link 
between iodised salt pro-
ducers and consumers. 
Safeguarding their health 
is in your hands,” she told 
the salt traders.

The ofϐicer was 
speaking at a programme 
to mark the ‘Global Io-
dine Deϐiciency Disor-
ders Prevention Day’ 
here Wednesday.

Chief Medical Ofϐicer, 
Kohima, Dr Ritu Thurr 
said that more than 20 
crore people are at the 
risk of Iodine Deϐiciency 
Disorder in the country 
and about seven per cent 
of the population suffer 
from IDD.

Student found 
hanging in 
IIT KGP
M  (WB), O  
25 (PTI): A 24-year-old 
MTech student of IIT 
Kharagpur was found 
hanging from the ceiling 
fan of his hostel room, the 
police said.

G Amini Reddy, hailing 
from a farmer’s family of 
Andhra Pradesh, used to 
share the room with an-
other student who could 
not ϐind him for a long 
time and alerted the secu-
rity on Wednesday night, 
Superintendent of police 
Alok Rajoria said.

As the police was in-
formed, they broke open 
the door and found Red-
dy, a ϐinal year student 
of electrical engineering, 
hanging from the ceiling 
fan of his room which was 
locked from inside.

K , O  25 (PTI): 
A senior Tea Board func-
tionary on Thursday ex-
pressed concern over the 
delay in revamping of the 
old electronic auctioning 
system, as its ofϐicials re-
lated to the exercise were 
on leave.

The board had taken 
the initiative to revamp 
the existing electronic 

auctioning system for 
better price discovery, 
and appointed a consul-
tant for this purpose.

“Most of the ofϐicials 
who are supposed to in-
teract with the consul-
tant are frequently on 
leave,” a top ofϐicial of the 
Tea Board told PTI.

The appointed con-
sultant is an expert on 

auctioning and a profes-
sor of IIM (Bangalore), 
he said.

The issue of delay 
would be shortly brought 
to the notice of the PMO, 
the ofϐicial stated, adding 
that the consultant had 
already interacted with 
industry people.

On the outlook for 
the tea industry, he said 

that prices are sup-
pressed and remained 
ϐlat since 2012.

“The prices are sup-
pressed by market dy-
namics, although the in-
put costs are going up,” 
the ofϐicial said.

“We need to pay the 
labourers a better wage, 
but not being able to do 
so due to muted prices,” 

he said.
One option could be 

diversiϐication into other 
crops for which permis-
sion of the concerned 
state governments were 
required.

The Assam govern-
ment has given its go-
ahead for such diversiϐi-
cation, he said.

TMC calls 
extended core 
committee meet 
on opposition 
rally
K , O  25 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
leadership has convened 
an extended core commit-
tee meeting on November 
16 to discuss the proposed 
rally of the opposition par-
ties in Kolkata in January 
next year ahead of the gen-
eral election, a senior par-
ty leader said Thursday.

A meeting of all party 
MPs, MLAs, ofϐice bearers, 
panchayat and municipal 
ofϐice bearers have been 
convened at Netaji Indoor 
stadium on November 16. 
The meeting will be ad-
dressed by TMC supremo 
and West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.

“In the meeting we will 
discuss various aspects of 
the opposition rally in Kolk-
ata on January 19, especially 
the organizational aspects of 
the rally. Our party supremo 
has given the call to oust BJP 
in 2019. And we all have to 
work towards it,” TMC sec-
retary general Partha Chat-
terjee told reporters.

Elephant reunited with herd in Jalpaiguri Goitre prevalence rate 
down from 34 pc to 

1 pc in Nagaland

Revamp of e-auctioning of tea delayed: Tea Board ofϐicial

S , O  25 (PTI): 
The Khasi tribal council 
in Meghalaya Thursday 
tabled a resolution urging 
the Governor to introduce 
the inner line regulation 
to check and control mi-
gration of outsiders into 
the areas under the juris-
diction of the council.

The Khasi Hills Auton-
omous District (KHADC) 
council has jurisdiction 
over the tribal areas in 
East Khasi Hills, West 
Khasi Hills, South West 
Khasi Hills and Ri-Bhoi 
district and is one of the 
three autonomous dis-
trict councils in the state.

Tabling the Khasi 
Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict (Inner Line as ad-
opted from the Eastern 
Frontier Regulation, 
1873) regulation Bill, 
2018, KHADC chief exec-
utive member H S Shylla 

said there was “mass mi-
gration” arising out of the 
implementation of the 
National Register of Cit-
izens in Assam in tribal 
areas under the jurisdic-
tion of the council.

He said the unchecked 
migration of Indian cit-
izens into tribal areas is 
also posing “grave dan-
ger” for the ethnic Khasi 
tribe who are recognised 
as Scheduled Tribes in the 
Constitution.

Meanwhile the coun-
cils chief executive mem-
ber has also tabled the 
ϐirst amendment of the 
Khasi Hills Autonomous 
District (Khasi Social Cus-
tom of Lineage) Act, 1997 
which is aimed at protect-
ing the matrilineal system 
of the Khasi tribe.

The new bill was ne-
cessitated to be tabled 
after the Governor and 

the District Council Af-
fairs department of the 
state government had 
returned a similar bill 
passed in July this year 
forcing the council to ap-
point a consultative com-
mittee to redraft the bill.

The bill laid down 
conditions, including 
marriages, for which a 
Khasi tribal has to fol-
low to ensure that his/
her offspring also will be 
considered a tribal.

Apart from striping 
a tribal Khasi woman of 
her tribal status upon her 
marriage with a non-Kha-
si man and children born 
out of such wedlock will 
not enjoy the constitu-
tional protections that 
come with it, the bill also 
strips a tribal Khasi man 
of his tribal status if he 
takes the surname from 
his father.

The bill clearly de-
ϐined the Khasi custom 
of lineage where a Khasi 
person takes his/her sur-
name from the mother 
side whereas the Khasi 
custom of marriage is 
based on the unique “tip 
kur tip kha” principle 
(knowing and upholding 
the relationship between 
mothers clans and that of 
the father) which has been 
existence in marriages be-
tween Khasi Tribe.

The khasi tribe, 
speaking khasi as their 
native language, has a 
population of about 1.4 

million according to the 
2011 Census of India.

The councils town 
committee executive 
member Latiplang Khar-
kongor has also tabled 
the second amendment 
of the United Khasi Jain-
tia Hills District (Estab-
lishment of Town Com-
mittee) rules 2018.

The objective of the 
rules is to establish and 
develop local self govern-
ment and to make better 
provisions for admin-
istration of townships 
into self sufϐicient units, 
Kharkongor said.

KHADC resolution seeks introduction of inner line permit

BJP MLA withdraws 
resignation in Assam

N  D , O  25 
(PTI): India and the 
United Kingdom will col-
laborate on research on 
different aspects of the 
Ganga delta region and 
the Bay of Bengal, a top 
ofϐicial of the Ministry 
of Earth Sciences said 
Thursday.

M Rajeevan, Secretary, 
Ministry of Earth Scienc-
es, said deliberations in 
this regard were on be-
tween the two sides.

“The Ganga delta is 
eco-sensitive. It is nec-
essary to study it, as an 
impact on it will have a 

cascading effect on pop-
ulation, which is in high 
density in the region, 
agriculture and environ-
ment,” he said.

The Bay of Bengal, 
Rajeevan said, is also 
critical to India in terms 
of resources and also has 
an impact on the South-
west Monsoon, the life-
line of the country.

He was speaking on 
the sidelines of a pro-
gramme launched by the 
UK Research and Innova-
tion (UKRI). 

Rajeevan added that 
the two sides will ϐinalise 

the partnering agencies 
for the project soon.

The two countries 
are also collaborating in 
several areas of earth sci-
ences and weather, like 
the monsoon.

Speaking at the event, 
British High Commis-
sioner to India Dominic 
Asquith said the partner-
ship through the UKRI 
has generated innovative 
scientiϐic and technolog-
ical solutions that will 
“transform both our soci-
eties and economies”.

India-UK to collaborate on research 
on Ganga delta, Bay of Bengal
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L , O  25 
(AFP): Mohamed Salah 
continued his return to 
scoring form by taking 
his tally for Liverpool to 
50 goals as the ϐive-time 
European champions 
eased past Red Star Bel-
grade 4-0 at Anϐield.

The Egyptian ended a 
four-game goal drought 
with the winner at Hud-
dersϐield on Saturday 
and struck twice to open 
his Champions League 
account for the season af-
ter Roberto Firmino had 
opened the scoring.

Sadio Mane added 
Liverpool’s fourth soon 
after missing a penalty 
as Jurgen Klopp’s men 
bounced back from de-
feat to Napoli in their last 
Champions League out-
ing to move a point ahead 
of the Italians at the top 
of Group C.

Liverpool are now 
two points clear of 
free-spending Par-
is Saint-Germain who 
needed an injury-time 
equaliser to draw 2-2 

with Napoli in the French 
capital.

In stark contrast to 
last season’s thrilling run 
to the Champions League 
ϐinal, Liverpool have 
struggled for goals in re-
cent weeks with a new-
found defensive stability 
instead keeping them 
joint top of the Premier 
League.

Klopp tinkered with 
his preferred 4-3-3 sys-

tem by moving Salah 
centrally as the focal 
point of a 4-2-3-1 and his 
decision to hand Xherdan 
Shaqiri a start paid off as 
the Swiss added some 
much-needed creativity 
in midϐield.

After a slow start 
from the hosts, Shaqiri 
took control by winning 
back possession and 
playing Andy Robertson 
free down the left.

The Scotland captain’s 
cross picked out Firmino, 
who cut inside onto his 
left foot before ϐiring into 
the roof of the net.

Salah’s blushes were 
spared by a late offside 
ϐlag after he missed a 
one-on-one with Milan 
Borjan after a lovely ϐlick 
from Mane.

That was the sort of 
chance Salah has missed 
plenty of in the early 

weeks of the season to 
spark concern that he 
will fail to match the 
standards set in an in-
credible 44-goal debut 
campaign at Anϐield.

However, he is now 
up to six for the new 
season as another neat 
touch from Shaqiri set up 
Salah to give Liverpool 
the cushion of a two-goal 
lead just before half-time.

The home side had 

luck on their side for 
their third and Salah’s 
second six minutes after 
the break.

Mane made the most 
of an arm across his face 
from Red Star captain Fil-
ip Stojkovic and German 
referee Daniel Siebert 
pointed to the spot.

Salah didn’t care 
about the dubiety of the 
spot-kick as he ham-
mered home the penalty 
to bring up his half-cen-
tury quicker than any 
player in Liverpool’s his-
tory after just 65 games.

Klopp then with-
drew Salah before Liv-
erpool’s second penalty 
of the night to rob him 
the chance of a hat-trick 
when Milos Degenek 
handled inside the area.

Mane missed his 
chance in Salah’s absence 
as Borjan turned his pen-
alty onto the crossbar.

However, the Sene-
galese made amends 10 
minutes from time by 
stabbing home Daniel 
Sturridge’s pass.

B , O  25 (PTI): 
India made a strong pitch 
to expand its steadily 
growing market for black 
tea in China by organis-
ing a tea promotion cam-
paign that ofϐicials say 
would help in scaling up 
the tea trade between the 
two countries.

People in China, 
where tea originated, 
mainly consumes green 
teas without milk unlike 
black Indian tea.

The Indian Embassy 
here in association with 
the Tea Board of India 
and China Tea Marketing 
Association held the In-
dian tea promotion event 
here from October 23-25.

During the event, top 
tea buyers and sellers 
from both the countries 
met and interacted over 

the prospects of scaling 
up tea trade between the 
two countries.

Anil Kumar Ray, Dep-
uty Chairman of the Tea 
Board of India, the lead-
ing Indian tea delegation, 
told the media on Tues-
day that India last year 
exported about nine mil-
lion tonnes of tea which 
constituted about 30 per 
cent of China’s imports.

The Indian delegation 
comprising of top tea busi-
ness houses visited China 
to explore the Chinese 
market and to expand the 
export base, he said. 

Addressing a seminar 
attended by tea export-
ers and importers from 
both the countries here on 
Tuesday, Indian Ambas-
sador to China, Gautam 
Bambawale said the tea 

trade between India and 
China goes back in history. 

The ancient Tea-
Horse trade route con-
nected Yunnan Province 
in China to the tea-grow-
ing regions of India in 
West Bengal and Assam, 
he said.

Today, China is major 
producer of green tea 
with annual production 
of 2,550 million kilo-
grams. India is a major 
producer of black tea 
with annual production 
of 1,278 million kilo-
grams, he said.

India is the third larg-
est tea exporter to China, 
he said. 

Last year, India ex-
ported tea worth USD 
25 million to China. The 
graph is headed upwards 
as Chinese people begin 

liking different kinds of 
tea, he said.

With awareness 
about the medicinal val-
ue of the tea, the popu-
larity is growing among 
the youth of both the 
countries.

There are many re-
ports which suggest that 
China’s young people like 
black tea and black tea-
based beverages, he said.

“Similarly, in India, 
people are now begin-
ning to like green tea 
and herbal tea. It is for 
this reason that we be-
lieve that the possibility 
of exporting Indian tea 
to China is rising. That 
is why we are organising 
this tea promotion event 
today,” he said.

The Indian delegation 
has introduced ϐive dif-

ferent type of teas from 
India at the event.

Ray said India has dif-
ferent varieties of teas, 
including the Darjeeling 
and Sikkim tea.

“China is a very tra-
ditional tea drinking na-
tion... they have a very long 
history of drinking tea ex-
panding to thousands of 
years,” he said, adding that 
“our teas are new but our 
varieties are more”.

Similarly, exports of 
Chinese green tea varieties 
to India were also growing.

He said India last year 
has exported 251 million 
kilograms of tea. This in-
cluded Russia (50 million 
kilograms).

Other countries of 
Indian exports included 
Iran, the UAE, the UK, Pa-
kistan, the USA and Egypt.

China makes about 
2500 million kilograms 
of tea, he said.

The Chinese tea busi-
ness representative reacted 
positively to India’s pitch 
for tea exports to China.

Qin Ling, a represen-
tative from the Beijing 
Tea Chamber, told state-
run Global Times on 
Thursday that “Indian tea 
producers and exporters 
are using the European 
Union product standards. 
Some Chinese compa-
nies’ products don’t meet 
those standards.” 

Wang Qing, chairman 
of the China Tea Market-
ing Association, said that 
India and China have dif-
ferent categories of tea, 
and standards don’t pose 
a major problem for Chi-
nese tea exports.

“The issue is not the 
standard, China and In-
dia have different prod-
uct structures. China 
mainly produces strip 
tea and India mainly pro-
duces broken black tea,” 
Wang said.

Bern Tsang, the busi-
ness development consul-
tant of Premier’s Tea Lim-
ited, whose ofϐice is based 
in Hong Kong, said that he 
is very optimistic about 
the Chinese market.

“Chinese young peo-
ple are delighted to try 
new things. As you see, 
coffee has made it big in 
China, and mixology tea 
beverages are emerging 
too,” he said. 

“Indian black tea is 
the main material to 
make mixology tea bev-
erages,” he told the paper. 

Zhao Gancheng, di-
rector of the South Asia 
Studies Department at 
the Shanghai Institute 
for International Studies, 
said that India is current-
ly showing the trend of 
trying to crack the Chi-
nese market.

“India sees the US-Chi-
na trade war as an oppor-
tunity of expanding the 
Chinese market, increas-
ing the exporting of agri-
cultural products to China. 
India is hoping to reduce 
its trade deϐicit with Chi-
na, which has long been 
large,” Zhao said.

If India takes this 
opportunity to establish 
interconnection and fur-
ther expand trade with 
China, it is deϐinitely a 
win-win situation for 
both sides, Zhao added.

Salah hits 50 as Liverpool 
ease past Red Star

India makes big push to expand tea export to China

P   S , O  25 
(PTI): A big-hitter on the 
ϐield and a hit DJ off it, 
West Indies all-rounder 
Dwayne Bravo Thursday 
retired from interna-
tional cricket to prolong 
his career as a profes-
sional player available 
for Twenty20 franchise 
events all over the world. 

The 35-year-old Bra-
vo, who is not a part of 
the team which is cur-
rently engaged in a series 
in India, played 40 Tests, 
164 ODIs and 66 T20Is 
since making his debut 
back in 2004. 

His last appearance 
for the West Indies was 
more than two years ago. 
Outside cricket, he also 
found fame for his hit 
track ‘Champions’ that 
became the West Indies’ 
anthem during their tri-
umphant 2016 T20 World 
Cup campaign in India. 

“Today I want to con-
ϐirm to the cricket world 
that I have ofϐicially re-
tired from international 
cricket in all formats of 
the game...I will continue 
my professional career as 
a cricketer and entertain-
er living as a true cham-
pion,” Bravo, who has 
competed for Chennai 
Super Kings and Mumbai 
Indians in the IPL, said in 
a statement. 

“After 14 years when 
I made my debut for the 
West Indies, I still re-
member that moment I 
received the maroon cap 
before walking onto the 
Lords Cricket Ground 
against England in July 
2004. The enthusiasm 
and passion I felt then, 
I have kept with me 
throughout my career,” 
he added.

The Trinidadian said 
his decision was also 
based on a desire to vacate 
the ϐield for younger talent 
in the national team.

“However, I must ac-
cept that for me to pre-
serve my longevity as a 
professional cricketer, I 

must do as others before 
have done, leave the in-
ternational arena for the 
next generation of play-
ers,” he said. 

In his 40-Test career, 
which began in 2010, 
Bravo scored 2200 runs, 
including three hundreds 
and 13 ϐifties. He also 
picked up 86 wickets in 
the format.

His 164 ODI appear-
ances yielded 2968 runs 
and 199 wickets for him, 
while his T20 Internation-
al record constituted 1142 
runs and 52 wickets.

Known to be a power-
ful-hitter and agile ϐield-
er, Bravo is considered 
an impact player in the 
T20 format. His last ODI 
appearance came back 
in 2014 against India in 
Dharamsala. 

During that dramat-
ic tour, the West Indies 
team ϐlew home midway 
through the series ow-
ing to a pay dispute with 
the Board. Bravo was the 
captain of the ODI side at 
that time.

He was subsequently 
dropped from the West 
Indies’ 2015 ODI World 
Cup squad but came back 
the next year and played 
a pivotal role in the 
team’s T20 World Cup 
triumph, especially his 
death bowling. 

“I thank the count-
less persons who were 
instrumental to my suc-
cess, particularly my 
family and QPCC where I 
developed my skills at an 
early age,” Bravo said.

“I thank the many loy-
al fans who continue to 
support my journey and 
who recognize my efforts 
on and off the ϐield.

“I am extremely fortu-
nate to have a career that 
has taken me across the 
globe into the most pres-
tigious dressing rooms 
sharing experiences with 
all the recent legends of 
this glorious game,” he 
added.

DJ Bravo signs off from 
international cricket but 
will play T20 club cricket

M , O  25 (PTI): 
Harmanpreet Singh 
scored a hat-trick to hand 
defending champions 
India a facile 4-1 victo-
ry over South Korea and 
end their round robin 
campaign on an unbeat-
en note at the Hero Asian 
Champions Trophy here.

Harmanpreet Wednes-
day opened the scoring 
for India in the ϐifth min-
ute with a ϐirm drag-ϐlick 
and returned to score two 
more goals with rasping 
dragϐlicks in the 47th and 
59th minutes to become 
the tournament’s third 
player to score a treble.

India’s Dilpreet Singh 
and Pakistan’s Aleem Bi-
lal are the other players 
to have registered hat-
tricks in the tournament 
so far.

Besides Harmanpreet, 
Gurjant Singh scored a 
ϐine ϐield goal for India in 
the 10th minute. 

For South Korea, Lee 
Seungil scored a brilliant 
ϐield goal in the 20th 
minute.

India ϐinished on top 
of the standings with 13 
points from ϐive outings 
with an impressive goal 
difference of 25. Malaysia 
is the second spot on 10 

points from four match-
es, Pakistan on seven 
points from four outings 
and Japan on four points 
in four games.

India, Malaysia, Pa-
kistan and Asian Games 
gold medallist Japan are 
already through to the 
semi-ϐinals but the league 
standings will be ϐinalised 
only after Malaysia, Paki-
stan and Japan play their 
last preliminary round 
matches Thursday.

After a goalless 
draw against Malaysia 
on Tuesday, the Indians 
started on an attacking 
note against the South 
Koreans from the open-
ing whistle. 

India maintained 
possession in the open-

ing few minutes and 
earned their ϐirst penalty 
corner in the ϐifth minute 
which was ϐiercely struck 
in the top right corner by 
Harmanpreet.

Thereafter, South Ko-
rea seemed content in sit-
ting back and maintain-
ing a compact structure, 
which made it difϐicult 
for the Indians to break 
through but in the ninth 
minute striker Akash-
deep Singh had a chance 
to score but his shot 
blazed over the crossbar. 

The world no. 5 In-
dians doubled their lead 
through a counter attack. 
Harmanpreet found Gur-
jant inside the South Ko-
rean circle with a precise 
long pass, and the young 

striker made no mistake 
by making a turn and 
shooting the ball into the 
top left corner with a re-
verse hit.

India started the sec-
ond quarter with some 
high pressing again but it 
was South Korea’s turn to 
open their account in the 
20th minute against the 
run of play. A clearance 
by Surender Kumar was 
intercepted by a Korean 
player and passed onto 
Lee Seungil on the right 
side of the Indian circle, 
and the Korean captain 
struck a vicious shot 
from a tight angle to beat 
PR Sreejesh.

Two minutes later, 
South Korea won their 
ϐirst penalty corner but 

the resulting execution 
was blocked by the ϐirst 
rusher Chinglensana 
Singh Kangujam. 

Both the teams had 
their chances before the 
half-time but neither 
could produce the goods 
in the ϐinal third as India 
enjoyed a 2-1 lead at the 
halfway mark. 

The third period 
started on an anxious 
note for India as the 
South Koreans scored in-
side 29 seconds, but the 
goal was disallowed after 
a successful referral by 
the Indian team. 

World no. 14 Japan 
won another penalty 
corner ϐive minutes lat-
er following a successful 
referral, but the resulting 
execution was well de-
fended by Indian captain 
Manpreet Singh.

Both the teams bat-
tled for possession 
throughout the third 
quarter but could not 
ϐind any real opening.

Harmanpreet extend-
ed India’s lead in the 
fourth quarter by con-
verting his second pen-
alty corner past South 
Korean goalkeeper Kim 
Jaehyeon. 

South Korea tried to 

make a comeback as they 
were awarded a penalty 
corner in the 54th min-
ute, but Indian reserve 
goalkeeper Krishan B 
Pathak made a great re-
ϐlex save to deny Jang 
Jonghyun. 

India made sure that 
they rotated possession 
well in the ϐinal few min-
utes and secured anoth-
er penalty corner in the 
59th minute when strik-
er Mandeep Singh was 
blocked by a Korean de-
fender inside the circle. 

Playing with a kicking 
back for the ϐinal few mo-
ments, South Korea could 
not effectively defend the 
set piece as Harman-
preet scored to complete 
his hat-trick and secure 
three points for India. 

“I feel happy the way 
I am shooting the penal-
ty corners. I just focused 
on the job and the goals 
came,” said Harmanpreet 
after the match.

Indian coach Haren-
dra Singh was all praise 
for Harmanpreet. 

“He is one of the best 
penalty ϐlickers in the 
game,” the coach said.

India will play their 
semi-ϐinal match on Sat-
urday.

Harmanpreet scores hat-trick in India’s 
facile 04-01 win over South Korea
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DrawTime 5:10 PM 5:25 PM 5:40 PM 5:55 PM 6:10 PM 6:25 PM 6:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- D26 1264 E67 1391 J51 2986 D58 1078 L94 2968 K10 1524 C99 2447
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- D71 2977 C32 2294 J72 1509 G76 2486 E38 1747 E17 2415 C38 1505
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- L14 2817 B53 2164 G98 1600 K03 1698 K66 2054 D65 2262 K06 2061

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1032 1182 1286 1295 1521
1598 1891 1905 1941 1993
2007 2019 2087 2262 2452
2636 2770 2899 2918 2942

1020 1201 1833 1884 2113
2240 2261 2271 2280 2330
2375 2426 2539 2608 2656
2738 2811 2938 2947 2980

1045 1072 1091 1164 1427
1476 1486 1618 1632 1649
1702 1786 1940 2217 2389
2580 2671 2721 2772 2932

1098 1368 1521 1524 1584
1592 1635 1802 1836 2011
2132 2205 2263 2331 2363
2409 2420 2494 2604 2882

1004 1059 1233 1347 1348
1418 1796 1854 1963 2022
2108 2169 2204 2328 2396
2471 2518 2592 2952 2974

1213 1304 1341 1445 1632
1787 1918 1997 2079 2154
2211 2334 2424 2641 2742
2755 2835 2901 2902 2905

1050 1140 1144 1220 1252
1267 1279 1369 1453 1508
1742 1961 1986 2154 2187
2277 2569 2670 2852 2870

DrawTime 6:55 PM 7:10 PM 7:25 PM 7:40 PM 7:55 PM 8:10 PM 8:25 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- H87 2159 D96 1293 C84 1154 B60 1125 H15 2177 E66 1018 K17 2177
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- K08 1998 H52 2446 B50 1195 B08 1193 L21 1798 H56 1757 B06 1691
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- L48 1461 D39 2712 J24 1385 C52 1260 H38 1912 K56 2310 G86 1325

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1035 1133 1152 1287 1459
1599 1624 1711 2041 2067
2113 2119 2151 2256 2285
2355 2410 2608 2791 2932

1006 1340 1385 1694 1723
1739 1953 1982 2067 2128
2189 2254 2269 2338 2373
2420 2669 2756 2764 2767

1360 1500 1584 1763 1918
1919 2017 2142 2201 2253
2412 2442 2609 2750 2776
2830 2842 2898 2918 2992

1112 1236 1410 1437 1472
1687 1777 1849 1856 1901
1992 2341 2439 2587 2639
2697 2827 2938 2993 2995

1224 1274 1310 1540 1604
1759 1768 1875 1899 1913
1938 1960 2040 2070 2071
2336 2409 2464 2480 2846

1033 1135 1786 1819 1875
2020 2039 2099 2207 2304
2367 2379 2436 2489 2605
2697 2772 2866 2973 2976

1034 1085 1181 1375 1793
2084 2122 2152 2160 2393
2403 2424 2569 2596 2840
2844 2901 2940 2963 2965

DrawTime 8:40 PM 8:55 PM 9:10 PM 9:25 PM 9:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- K15 1314 J65 1101 K25 1414 E06 1616 L17 2918
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- E59 1054 D54 2693 K61 1416 J30 2772 K29 2516
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- H52 1354 G97 1563 J10 1276 B12 2880 B10 1849

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1224 1445 1484 1678 1870
1888 1984 1988 2038 2091
2157 2233 2294 2331 2755
2801 2805 2809 2816 2891

1101 1162 1239 1289 1322
1351 1498 1536 1791 1946
2183 2276 2299 2409 2562
2587 2618 2731 2778 2983

1034 1102 1530 1618 1670
1705 1848 1984 2017 2067
2111 2234 2245 2272 2383
2423 2475 2632 2789 2931

1259 1296 1515 1583 1585
1603 1732 1843 2001 2130
2143 2215 2365 2381 2436
2460 2570 2676 2837 2985

1062 1134 1368 1546 1730
1751 1783 1819 1893 1948
1966 1967 2019 2138 2243
2322 2567 2587 2673 2855

RESULT FOR BODOLAND LOTTERIES  DRAW DATE - 24-10-2018

01 03 07 09 13
15 21 23 27 30
32 34 35 45 47
60 63 66 70 74

01 02 03 05 07
12 16 24 27 33
34 37 40 43 56
58 63 68 69 70

02 04 09 11 14
19 31 34 38 47
56 58 59 60 61
67 69 70 77 78

8:30:00 PM

9:30:00 PM

BODOLAND
LOTTERIES
RESULTS OF

SMART KENO WEEKLY
DRAW DATE
24-10-2018

7:30:00 PM

          LABHLAXMI CANCER           MUMBAILAXMI CHAND
          Draw No:14 DrawDate on:25/10/18           Draw No:38 DrawDate on:25/10/18

          1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1878           1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5018 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 5463
          2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 4247 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3460           3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 5717 4th Prize Rs.  503/- 2151
          4th Prize Rs.300/- 4874 5th Prize Rs.  203/- 6021           5th Prize Rs.200/-
          6th Prize Rs.100/-           1025 1051 1196 1230 1246 1264 1286 1317 1327 1335
          1060 1087 1126 1129 1131 1133 1166 1175 1180 1181           1337 1365 1433 1437 1507 1582 1609 1690 1761 1766
          1215 1282 1299 1306 1308 1321 1387 1407 1421 1431           1815 1935 1956 2017 2125 2127 2149 2187 2250 2274
          1452 1510 1534 1539 1551 1637 1650 1687 1693 1721           2347 2371 2382 2474 2505 2528 2540 2549 2600 2606
          1753 1759 1802 1960 1964 1982 2015 2029 2084 2099           2708 2710 2721 2727 2741 2834 2919 3079 3132 3289
          2123 2149 2191 2239 2241 2243 2293 2309 2310 2323           3327 3375 3478 3668 3724 3760 3869 3942 4003 4021
          2368 2449 2460 2464 2471 2513 2552 2612 2621 2622           4096 4097 4117 4133 4176 4265 4296 4317 4357 4396
          2654 2693 2695 2701 2724 2795 2814 2829 2844 2874           4409 4424 4436 4448 4479 4555 4615 4621 4655 4698
          2897 2898 2903 2923 2929 2939 2951 2973 2975 2991           4764 4864 4895 5012 5020 5060 5065 5088 5097 5353
          3033 3069 3144 3182 3188 3200 3206 3210 3228 3229           5411 5503 5519 5522 5600 5646 5711 5917 5946 5997
          3233 3263 3292 3319 3327 3351 3357 3374 3410 3435           6th Prize Rs.100/-
          3535 3564 3630 3643 3663 3717 3724 3808 3813 3815           1011 1019 1047 1076 1082 1089 1107 1115 1123 1136
          3906 3911 3954 3975 3990 3996 4030 4060 4104 4148           1180 1195 1219 1225 1231 1232 1297 1299 1324 1336
          4149 4167 4204 4215 4256 4298 4330 4390 4393 4406           1348 1349 1363 1386 1404 1406 1416 1420 1429 1434
          4409 4431 4440 4469 4472 4488 4524 4623 4631 4639           1439 1469 1470 1523 1592 1611 1623 1632 1638 1640
          4649 4667 4784 4810 4812 4856 4864 4925 4933 4941           1651 1655 1661 1764 1779 1831 1878 1912 1945 2008
          4943 4964 5006 5010 5017 5056 5064 5162 5210 5222           2013 2027 2049 2055 2070 2075 2161 2189 2198 2251
          5236 5266 5294 5295 5361 5404 5449 5455 5457 5525           2295 2410 2441 2449 2466 2470 2489 2539 2546 2621
          5541 5564 5582 5599 5611 5612 5624 5635 5653 5666           2658 2678 2695 2722 2742 2762 2795 2820 2838 2843
          5678 5692 5740 5758 5759 5761 5764 5775 5819 5829           2844 2945 2982 2985 2990 3032 3087 3088 3103 3134
          5842 5852 5876 5879 5881 5905 5916 5925 5968 5969           3140 3249 3275 3278 3288 3305 3310 3356 3389 3393
          6039 6044 6085 6137 6142 6194 6201 6255 6302 6307           3408 3458 3505 3523 3600 3623 3630 3639 3669 3682
          6322 6374 6397 6418 6432 6480 6488 6531 6594 6597           3727 3746 3772 3844 3850 3853 3859 3879 3896 3981
          6599 6639 6640 6690 6740 6741 6757 6770 6774 6779           4015 4059 4094 4100 4110 4148 4160 4245 4271 4281
          6788 6797 6801 6813 6859 6864 6891 6892 6924 6925           4325 4331 4349 4401 4417 4437 4438 4481 4494 4498

          4527 4533 4564 4570 4576 4588 4600 4603 4628 4636
Issued by:           4676 4711 4712 4716 4734 4741 4832 4886 4960 5039
The Commissioner           5076 5102 5132 5168 5169 5215 5220 5236 5268 5291
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR           5314 5320 5343 5359 5366 5441 5447 5489 5491 5526
Please visit : www.arunachallotteries.com           5569 5579 5608 5611 5663 5743 5751 5768 5789 5810

          5846 5866 5876 5877 5882 5903 5961 5985 5990 5996

          ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR KIND MORNING DEAR WORTHY DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw Time : 11:55 am onwards Draw Time : 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time : 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:47 DrawDate on:25/10/18 Draw No:47 DrawDate on:25/10/18 Draw No:5 DrawDate on:25/10/18
1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 84E 17763 1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 85G 27016 1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 66B 27422

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 17763 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 27016 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 27422 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
00779 11767 19243 28128 56851 11240 11329 22811 39073 42730 06708 13385 17728 21259 27178
64014 68103 87245 87900 92473 51077 54994 90219 93458 94834 29745 47450 54455 65916 68072
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0150 1068 3785 3896 7471 7492 8148 8543 9301 9912 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0275 1574 2808 3691 3802 6494 6942 7331 8198 9239 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1859 5233 5564 5887 6800 7354 8018 8144 8546 8596
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0436 0868 1275 2609 4134 6219 6914 9533 9742 9772 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0800 2018 2794 3110 3506 4477 7497 8309 9124 9766 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0397 1632 2239 2584 4010 4570 4632 6451 8129 9997
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0114 0172 0248 0334 0503 0577 0728 0810 0897 1147 0065 0194 0331 0399 0449 0514 0518 0605 0686 0751 0081 0224 0368 0424 0448 0494 0505 0550 0589 0603
1227 1277 1329 1456 1786 1892 1982 2112 2277 2407 0760 1521 1646 1654 1662 1880 2017 2071 2098 2100 0621 0739 0749 0798 0993 1139 1257 1374 1375 1394
2429 2482 2508 2646 2944 2991 3069 3180 3232 3438 2141 2248 2424 2425 2506 2940 3036 3120 3789 3927 1582 1711 1911 2500 2709 2780 2863 3087 3171 3175
3582 3594 3618 3633 3719 3732 3744 3754 3994 4007 3937 3955 3996 4000 4084 4089 4096 4123 4171 4223 3274 3452 3575 3608 3656 3740 3797 3837 3853 3912
4197 4236 4452 4634 4680 4733 4833 4900 5001 5033 4279 4282 4313 4376 4383 4555 4715 4953 5021 5139 3986 4085 4256 4319 4369 4628 4657 4731 4879 5059
5355 5415 5438 5454 5459 5744 5772 5970 5998 6139 5166 5257 5278 5305 5589 5690 5787 5965 6065 6195 5254 5312 5397 5454 5571 5584 5691 5777 5808 5964
6176 6225 6302 6395 6536 6542 6617 6640 6651 6731 6197 6235 6292 6447 6698 6710 6830 6944 6984 7173 6064 6158 6359 6428 6461 6540 6621 6681 6747 6765
6955 7104 7168 7430 7448 7567 7617 7659 7901 7935 7235 7236 7392 7442 7483 7585 7618 7628 7817 7913 6891 7047 7211 7303 7378 7503 7650 7800 7852 8300
8179 8194 8331 8417 8418 8724 8734 8792 8869 8996 7931 8239 8544 8695 8796 8915 8991 9082 9085 9177 8340 8473 8605 8742 8834 8852 9038 9065 9103 9110
9038 9194 9283 9383 9430 9509 9535 9595 9785 9892 9271 9298 9325 9539 9614 9628 9730 9767 9769 9876 9242 9323 9408 9539 9605 9659 9803 9835 9953 9967
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The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima ,Nagaland
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W , O  25 
(PTI): China and Russia 
eavesdrop on President 
Donald Trump as he uses 
his unsecure cellphone 
to “gossip, gripe or so-
licit” his friends’ take on 
how he is doing, the New 
York Times reported on 
Wednesday, citing US in-
telligence agencies.

Trump’s aides have re-
peatedly warned him that 
his cellphone calls are not se-
cure, and they have told him 
that Russian spies are rou-
tinely eavesdropping on the 
calls, as well, the paper said.

But aides say the vol-
uble president, who has 
been pressured into using 
his secure White House 
landline more often these 
days, has still refused to 
give up his iPhones. White 
House ofϐicials say they can 
only hope he refrains from 
discussing classiϐied infor-
mation when he is on them.

Trump’s use of his iP-
hones was detailed by sev-
eral current and former 
ofϐicials, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity so 
they could discuss classiϐied 
intelligence and sensitive 
security arrangements. The 
ofϐicials said they were doing 
so not to undermine Trump, 
but out of frustration with 
what they considered the 
president’s casual approach 
to electronic security. 

“Chinese spies are of-
ten listening these phone 

U  N , O  
25 (AFP): A genocide 
against Myanmar’s Ro-
hingya Muslims is still 
continuing, UN investiga-
tors said Wednesday as 
they presented a report 
to the Security Council, 
calling for the issue to be 
referred to an interna-
tional tribunal.

Marzuki Darusman, 
chairman of the UN 
Fact-Finding Mission on 
Myanmar, said that be-
yond mass killings, the 
conϐlict included the os-
tracisation of the pop-
ulation, prevention of 
births, and widespread 
displacement in camps.

“It is an ongoing 
genocide,” he told during 
a press conference.

“We consider the geno-
cide intent can be reason-
ably inferred,” he said as 
he presented the team’s 
report to a United Nations 
Security Council meeting.

The 444-page re-
port, ϐirst made public 
last month, called on the 
council to refer the issue 
to the International Crim-
inal Court in The Hague, 
or to create an ad hoc tri-
bunal, as was done with 
the former Yugoslavia.

The explosive report 
said that Myanmar’s top 
generals, including Com-

mander-in-Chief Min 
Aung Hlaing, must be in-
vestigated and prosecut-
ed for genocide in Rakh-
ine state.

Myanmar has re-
jected accusations that 
its military committed 
atrocities in the crack-
down last year that 
forced 720,000 Rohingya 
to ϐlee over the border to 
Bangladesh.

The conϐlict has also 
seen about 390 villages 
destroyed and 10,000 
Rohingya killed, Darus-
man said.

“The conditions are 
not in place for a safe, 
digniϐied and sustainable 

return of the Rohingyas 
in Bangladesh” to Myan-
mar, he warned, adding 
any attempt would just 
risk more deaths.

At the end of an Octo-
ber 10-20 visit to the coun-
try, the UN’s Special Envoy 
to Myanmar, Christine 
Schraner Burgener, said 
that accountability and “in-
clusive dialogue” were the 
two important pillars for 
national reconciliation.

“Credible fact-ϐinding 
is the ϐirst step towards 
accountability,” she said.

The Myanmar gov-
ernment rejected the UN 
mission’s ϐindings, ques-
tioning its independence 

and pointing out that it 
had itself established an 
independent investiga-
tive commission made up 
of Asian diplomats.

Darusman said how-
ever that Myanmar’s 
internal inquiries have 
“proven to be ineffective 
failures” so far.

The Security Coun-
cil meeting was called 
by Western powers but 
opposed by China and 
Russia, allies who have 
friendly ties with Myan-
mar’s military and have 
regularly shielded the 
nation from criticism.

Myanmar maintains 
that the violence in Ra-

khine was triggered by 
Rohingya extremists who 
attacked border posts in 
August 2017.

The military has de-
nied almost all accusa-
tions of genocide levelled 
against it, insisting that 
“clearance operations” 
were necessary to ϐight 
Rohingya militants.

But the UN fact-ϐind-
ing mission said there 
were reasonable grounds 
to believe that the atroc-
ities were committed 
with the intention of de-
stroying the Rohingya.

It found that the mil-
itary’s tactics had been 
“consistently and grossly 

disproportionate to actu-
al security threats”, and 
that estimates that some 
10,000 people were killed 
in the crackdown was like-
ly a conservative ϐigure.

Myanmar’s de facto 
leader Suu Kyi -- once 
lionised by the interna-
tional community as a 
democracy icon -- has 
seen a sharp fall from 
grace following her re-
fusal to speak out against 
the military.

The UN mission has 
pointed out that her 
government’s attempts 
to whitewash facts had 
worsened the situation for 
the embattled Rohingya.

K  L , O  25 
(AP): Former Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak and his ex-treasury 
chief were jointly charged 
Thursday with criminal 
breach of trust involving 
6.64 billion ringgit (USD 
1.6 billion), while his 
ex-spy agency head was 
charged with misappro-
priating USD 12.1 million.

The six new charges 
against Najib come on top 
of 32 earlier counts of cor-
ruption, breach of trust 
and money laundering 
that he face linked to the 
multibillion-dollar looting 
of the 1MDB state invest-
ment fund.

Malaysia’s new govern-
ment has stepped up pros-
ecution of Najib and other 
former ofϐicials over the 
1MDB scandal and other 
alleged graft cases since its 
stunning electoral victory 
in May that led to the coun-
try’s ϐirst change of power 
since independence from 
Britain in 1957.

Both Najib and former 
treasury secretary-gen-
eral Mohamad Irwan 
Serigar Abdullah pleaded 
not guilty to misappropri-
ating government funds 
between December 2016 
and December 2017. 

The charge sheets 
said part of the money 
involved a subsidy for the 
poor and an airport man-
agement budget but gave 
no further details.

Najib’s lawyer, Shafee 
Abdullah, slammed the 
charges as “foolish,” say-
ing the fund was merely 

being diverted for more 
urgent needs which were 
to meet payment datelines 
mainly for 1MDB as well 
as for a Chinese-backed 
rail link and two gas pipe-
line projects.

Shafee said the two 
men had made “executive 
decisions” to reallocate 
the funds to avoid debt de-
faults that could cause dire 
ϐinancial consequences.

“It’s just a question 
of making priority, which 
one you pay ϐirst...this 
(has been) done many, 
many, many times. It is 
being done even today,” 
he told reporters, add-
ing that he believed the 
charges were “very polit-
ical” in nature.

The new government 
has said it would cancel 
the Chinese-backed proj-
ects and is probing why 
Najib’s administration 
paid an unusually large 
sum of money to Chinese 
contractors despite little 
work done.

Separately, Hasanah 
Abdul Hami, the former 
chief of the foreign in-
telligence agency that 
is now defunct, pleaded 
not guilty to misappro-
priating USD 12.1 million 
weeks before the May 9 

general election that oust-
ed Najib’s coalition.

Hasanah’s lawyer, Sha-
haruddin Ali, told reporters 
that her case is not related 
to the 1MDB scandal. 

He said the utilisation of 
the money for intelligence 
purposes was a state secret 
and mustn’t be made public 
in an open court.

All three have been re-
leased on bail. 

Each of the charges 
against them carries a jail 
term of up to 20 years and 
a ϐine.

Prime Minister Maha-
thir Mohamad, who is in 
Bangkok for a state visit, 
warned that “many more” 
former ofϐicials could be 
hauled to court but reit-
erated that all prosecu-
tion is done in accordance 
with the law.

“What we are see-
ing today, of course, are 
charges being made 
against several people, 
but there are many more. 
We can’t bring everyone 
to court in one go. We 
have to take (them) one 
by one, and the more se-
rious one is the former 
prime minister,” Mahathir 
was quoted as saying at a 
forum in Bangkok by The 
Star online.

W , O  25 
(PTI): The White House 
has accused the CNN of 
dividing America as the 
news network criticised 
the Trump adminis-
tration for a “total and 
complete lack of under-
standing” of the serious-
ness of its attacks on the 
media following the dis-
covery of an explosive 
package sent to CNN’s 
New York City ofϐice.

White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders 
on Wednesday hit back at 
CNN after the network’s 
chief Jeff Zucker criticised 
her and President Donald 
Trump for showing a “to-
tal and complete lack of 
understanding... about the 
seriousness of their contin-
ued attacks on the media.” 

“The President, and 
especially the White 
House Press Secretary, 
should understand their 
words matter. Thus far, 
they have shown no com-
prehension of that, Zuck-
er said as the network’s 
New York bureau was 

evacuated for ϐive hours 
on Wednesday following 
the discovery of an ex-
plosive device sent there.

The package turned 
out to contain an explo-
sive device similar to 
ones addressed to for-
mer President Barack 
Obama, Bill and Hillary 
Clinton, and billion-
aire philanthropist and 
Democratic megadonor 
George Soros.

Hitting back at the 
CNN, Sanders cited re-
marks from Trump on 
Wednesday at the White 
House in which he had 
called for unity and 
pledged a full investiga-
tion into the incident.

“(President Trump) 
asked Americans ‘to 
come together and send 
one very clear, strong, 
unmistakable message 
that acts or threats of 

political violence of any 
kind have no place in the 
USA’ Yet you chose to at-
tack and divide. America 
should unite against all 
political violence,” Sand-
ers said on Twitter.

Trump, during the 
appearance at the White 
House on Wednesday after-
noon, however, didn’t men-
tion CNN or any of the ofϐi-
cials targeted by the device.

Senator Marco Ru-

bio came out in support 
of the White House. Yes, 
words matter. Because 
freedom of speech allows 
us to air & settle our dis-
agreements & grievances 
using words INSTEAD of 
violence, he said.

The 1st Amendment 
protects press freedom, 
but it doesn’t bestow im-
munity from criticism. 
Criticism & calling peo-
ple to violence are not 
the same, Rubio tweeted.

CNN in a late-night 
article alleged that 
Trump has taken no re-
sponsibility for the tone 
of the political discourse.

Trump has had a 
tense relationship with 
the media dating back to 
his presidential campaign 
and extending into his ten-
ure in the White House.

The relationship 
between CNN and the 
Trump administration 
has been particularly 
contentious. The news 
network has been a fre-
quent target of Trump’s 
“fake news” barbs.

Ongoing genocide’ against Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslims: UN 

calls and putting to use 
invaluable insights into 
how to best work the 
president and affect ad-
ministration policy,” The 
New York Times said cit-
ing unnamed current and 
former US ofϐicials. 

“American spy agen-
cies, the ofϐicials said, had 
learned that China and 
Russia were eavesdrop-
ping on the president’s 
cellphone calls from hu-
man sources inside for-
eign governments and 
intercepting communica-
tions between foreign of-
ϐicials,” the daily said.

According to the dai-
ly, US intelligence ofϐicials 
have determined that China 
is seeking to use what it is 
learning from the calls how 
Trump thinks, what argu-
ments tend to sway him 
and to whom he is inclined 
to listen to keep a trade war 
with the United States from 
escalating further.

‘China, Russia listening 
to Trump phone calls’CNN, WH engage in war of words 

over explosive packages

The 1MDB fund, set up 
by Najib, is being investi-
gated in the US and sever-
al other countries. 

US investigators say 
Najib’s associates stole 
and laundered USD 4.5 
billion from the fund from 
2009 to 2014, some of 

which landed in Najib’s 
bank account.

Najib has accused the 
government of seeking 
political vengeance. 

His wife, Rosmah Man-
sor, has also been sepa-
rately charged with multi-
ple counts of money laun-
dering and tax evasion 
linked to 1MDB. Najib’s 
former deputy, the current 
opposition leader Abdul 
Zahid Hamidi, has also 
been charged with multi-
ple counts of corruption in 
a separate graft investiga-
tion involving millions of 
dollars.

Malaysia ex-PM, ex-treasury, spy 
chiefs charged with graft

Indian arrested 
in Thailand for 
overstaying 
visa, offering 
illegal loans
B , O  25 (PTI): 
A 21-year-old Indian man 
has been arrested in Thai-
land on Thursday for over-
staying his visa and for 
allegedly providing loans 
with interest rates higher 
than the legal limit, ac-
cording to a media report.

Rakesh Yadav, was ar-
rested by immigration po-
lice and ofϐicials from oth-
er agencies inside a petrol 
station in Phichit’s Muang 
district while he was al-
legedly trying to collect 
interest from vendors at 
the station, The Nation 
daily reported. 

Police found that his 
visa had expired in late 
February. Police seized 
Thai baht 3,538 from him 
and a book with a list of 
his debtors.

Yadav charged interest 
rates at 20 per cent per day, 
which is higher than the le-
gal limit, police said.

Ethiopia 
appoints 
irst female 

president

A  A , O  25 
(AFP): Ethiopia on Thurs-
day appointed a woman 
to the largely ceremonial 
position of president for 
the ϐirst time.

In a unanimous vote, 
Ethiopian lawmakers 
picked career diplomat 
Sahle-Work Zewde to re-
place Mulatu Teshome 
who resigned.

Sahle-Work, who is in 
her late 60s, has been Ethio-
pia’s ambassador to France, 
Djibouti, Senegal and the 
regional bloc, the Intergov-
ernmental Authority on De-
velopment (IGAD).

Just prior to her ap-
pointment as president 
she was the UN’s top ofϐi-
cial at the African Union. 

She is ϐluent in English 
and French as well as Am-
haric. As president she is 
expected to serve two six-
year terms.

Political power in 
Ethiopia is wielded by 
the prime minister with 
the president’s role is re-
stricted to attending cere-
monies and functions.

Ethiopia’s reform-
ist Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed last week appoint-
ed a slimline 20-person 
cabinet in which half the 
posts are held by women.

They include defence 
minister Aisha Mohammed 
and Muferiat Kamil who 
leads the newly-created 
Ministry of Peace, respon-
sible for police and domes-
tic intelligence agencies.
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in Byron Bay, Australia
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ARIES: The unexpected need to 
take a journey by air or spend a lot 
of time working could bring about an 
inconvenient separation from your 
partner. While the reasons for this sit-
uation and the projected outcome are 
very positive, it can cause a tempo-
rary upset in your relationship. Don’t 
worry about it. The upset will pass, 
particularly when the desired results 
are attained. Concentrate.
TAURUS: Is your workplace up-
grading its equipment? Are you in the 
process of increasing your technolo-
gy skills? Today’s planets show that 
success and advancement through 
technology are defi nitely in the off -
ing for you, Taurus. If you’ve been 
thinking about purchasing a comput-
er, do it today if you can. Whatever 
your goals, you can harness current 
innovations to help them along. 

GEMINI: Some close friends could 
turn you on to a new interest or per-
haps a group you might want to join. 
Intellectual stimulation through those 
closest to you could open the way 
to new plans and innovations. You 
might want to try combining artistic 
interests with technology, Gemini, 
perhaps expanding your knowledge 
of photography, computer graphics, 
or fi lmmaking. Success and good 
fortune are strongly indicated.
CANCER: Sudden, unexpected vis-
itors could arrive today, perhaps by 
air or in a new car. You could host a 
group meeting of some kind at your 
house. A lot of exciting information 
and stimulating conversation could 
take place, Cancer, bringing fresh 
ideas that spark new interests. Expect 
a very busy but productive day, look-
ing ahead toward the future rather 

than back toward the past.
LEO: Short journeys in your neigh-
borhood, perhaps connected with a 
group you’re associated with, could 
take up a lot of your time today, Leo. 
Fascinating and stimulating emails or 
calls could arrive. Books and maga-
zine articles could provide informa-
tion that sends you in a new direction 
in some way. Write down your ideas! 
You will want to remember them all.
VIRGO: Unexpected money develop-
ments could brighten your day today, 
Virgo. Perhaps you will get a raise or an 
increase in some other form of income. 
Technology could be involved in some 
way, or a long-term goal you’ve been 
striving for fi nally brings in some benefi ts. 
There might be uncertainty about when 
it’s coming or exactly how much it will be, 
but the outcome will be gratifying!
LIBRA: A surprising revelation, ei-

ther from within or from sources like 
books, the Internet, or communica-
tions from others could set you in an 
entirely new direction. You will have 
an increased sense of freedom, as well 
as a clearer and more progressive out-
look. You might consider some pretty 
heavy changes in your life, Libra, but 
don’t make any fi nal decisions or ar-
rangements today. Wait before putting 
your ideas into action.
SCORPIO: Discoveries made through 
occult sciences such as astrology or 
numerology could see you embrace 
some rather revolutionary ideas about 
yourself, the world, and life. You could 
become involved with a group associ-
ated with metaphysical studies or take 
a class or workshop of some kind. This 
could mean a new direction for you in 
some way, Scorpio. It might greatly en-
hance your life and thinking.

SAGITTARIUS: Sudden lucky 
breaks could come your way to-
day, Sagittarius, possibly through 
friends or groups with which you’re 
involved. A long-term goal you’ve 
been working toward might bring 
unexpected but wonderful results. 
Group activities, particularly those 
involving social or political issues, 
could take up a lot of your time. This 
promises to be a busy, productive 
day. Expect the unexpected!
CAPRICORN: Today you might feel 
the desire to break free from your daily 
routine, Capricorn, particularly regard-
ing career matters. You might consider 
developing a business of your own, 
one that would give you a lot more 
freedom than you currently have. This 
is a good day to start looking into it. 
You might fi nd that there are more pos-
sibilities out there than you expected.

AQUARIUS: A sudden and unex-
pected opportunity to take a journey 
by air could come your way today, 
Aquarius. This might be something 
you’ve wanted for a long time fi nally 
manifesting. Certainly adventure is 
in the air, although it might be mental 
adventure as much as physical. Some 
information could come your way 
that catapults you into a new and ex-
citing fi eld of interest. This promises 
to be a thoroughly stimulating day.
PISCES: Technology could pave the 
way for you to greatly increase your 
income, possibly through new skills 
or investments. This is likely to be 
a very positive development, setting 
the stage for future fi nancial success. 
Some unusual, interesting dreams 
could come your way, bringing un-
expected revelations about you and 
your past - and possibly your future.

L  A , O  25 (PTI): 
Actor-singer Justin Timber-
lake has postponed his per-
formance at New York City 
due to “severely bruised” vo-
cal cords.

In an Instagram post on 
Wednesday, the 37-year-old 
musician said his doctors 
advised him to reschedule 
his Madison Square Garden 
concert.

“Hey guys, I’m sorry to 
announce I have to postpone 
the show at MSG tonight on 
doctor’s orders. My vocal 
cords are severely bruised. 

“I’m gonna make this up to 
you and the new show will be 
on my birthday, January 31. 

More info to come. Again, I’m 
so sorry to do this, but excited 
to see you soon,” he wrote.

Timberlake announced 
the postponement just two 
hours after MSG tweeted 
about the singer’s second 
gig at the venue. He had per-
formed in Madison Square 
Garden on Monday.

Following the release of 
his ϐifth album ‘Man of the 
Woods’ in February, Timber-
lake embarked on a North 
American tour in support 
of the LP in March. The sec-
ond leg of the tour began last 
month, with dates currently 
extending into January.

L , O  24 (AFP): The Fred-
die Mercury biopic “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” premiered in London in 
grand style on Tuesday, reϐlecting 
the enduring appeal of Queen and 
their legendary frontman 27 years 
on from his death.

Fans watched the ϐilm in the 
12,500-capacity Wembley Arena 
-- opposite the stadium where the 
iconic British rock band gave a fa-
mous performance at the 1985 Live 
Aid concert.

Appreciation of the group’s legacy 
and Mercury’s unique talent has only 
grown since his death in 1991 of bron-
chial pneumonia, brought on by AIDS.

Among the world’s best-selling 
artists ever, most of the band’s sales 
have come since the singer’s pass-
ing at the age of 45.

And Queen guitarist Brian May 
and drummer Roger Taylor, now 
71 and 69, are still rocking arenas 
worldwide, resurgent as a live act 
propelled by the ϐlamboyant US vo-
calist Adam Lambert.

Now hits including “We Will 

Rock You”, “Another One Bites The 
Dust” and “Don’t Stop Me Now” are 
set for a further lease of life through 
the movie.

In the pipeline for eight years, 
the ϐilm could deliver another smash 
hit, with Egyptian-American actor 
Rami Malek winning rave reviews 
for his performance as Mercury.

Malek has talked about tackling 
a complex character -- a publicly 
bombastic yet privately shy indi-
vidual with a highly unusual path to 
stardom.

“Freddie Mercury is synony-
mous with being otherworldly,” the 
actor said on the red carpet.

“The guy knew exactly what he 
was doing. That’s why we’re cele-
brating him.

“He was a revolutionary.” 
Born Farrokh Bulsara in 1946 

to a Parsi Indian family living on the 
East African spice island of Zanzibar 
and educated at an English-style 
boarding school in India, he arrived 
in London when his family ϐled the 
1964 Zanzibar revolution.

The movie follows Mercury’s 
rise to fame and complicated love 
life, from Queen’s formation in 1970 
to the band’s star turn at Live Aid.

Their 20-minute set at Wembley 
Stadium was the band’s ϐinest hour, 
often cited as one of the greatest live 
performances ever.

Mercury’s demise seemed like 
the end for Queen -- a band of four 
equal partners who each wrote 

chart-topping hits.
Bassist John Deacon retired in 

1997 and has vanished from the 
public eye.

Assuming Queen was a chap-
ter closed, May and Taylor tried to 
move on with solo careers.

However, they gradually came to 
embrace rather than resist the grav-
itational pull of their band’s legacy.

And Mercury’s legend only grows 

with time, yet to be eclipsed by a 
more captivating stadium showman.

Even during his lifetime, Mer-
cury was stunned that nobody had 
written a hit to overtake “We Are 
The Champions”.

But 41 years on, his 1977 singa-
long anthem remains the go-to tune 
at sporting ϐinales, and 1975’s “Bohe-
mian Rhapsody” is still regularly voted 
the greatest rock song ever written.

With Deacon’s blessing to carry 
on as Queen, May and Taylor joined 
forces with bluesy former Free sing-
er Paul Rodgers from 2005 to 2008 
and played sell-out concerts.

Afterwards, the pair assumed 
their revival was done.

Then in 2009, on the television 
show “American Idol”, they met 
Lambert -- someone May describes 
as a “gift from God”.

Early brief performances snow-
balled into a European tour in 2012 
and world tours in the years since.

May and Taylor are visibly reju-
venated by Lambert’s natural ability 
to handle Mercury’s dramatic range 

and camp touch.
Queen fans have embraced the 

36-year-old, who does not try to 
mimic or replace their lost frontman.

Lambert acknowledges before 
audiences that he’s “no Freddie”, 
and asks their permission to cele-
brate Mercury with them by singing 
his lines.

Billed as Queen and Adam Lam-
bert, they played 26 arena shows in 
North America and another 26 in 
Europe in 2017.

But such is the demand that they 
were back out again this year, tour-
ing Oceania and Europe and holding 
a residency in Las Vegas.

Concertgoers include those old 
enough to have seen Queen’s last 
tour with Mercury in 1986, but also 
younger generations thrilled at the 
chance to experience the band live.

Their tours have rocked Wemb-
ley Arena twice in the last 10 months. 
May and Taylor were back at the in-
door venue for the movie premiere.

“I think we have done Freddie 
proud,” said May.

Mercury biopic crowns enduring majesty of Queen

Justin Timberlake reschedules NYC concert 
due to severely bruised’ vocal cords

He has proved himself in-
dispensable in both com-

edy and intense stories but 
Rajkummar Rao says no one 
has offered him an out-and-
out action ϐilm yet.

Rao said he started learn-
ing Taekwondo at an early age 
and hopes he is able to show-
case this side in a ϐilm soon.

“Not many people know 
about this interest of mine in 
doing action, also somebody 
has to take that risk. Nobody 
can imagine me doing action, 
I hope someone casts me in 
an action ϐilm,” Rao told PTI. 

The actor said he trained 
in both Taekwondo and dance 
before turning to acting.

“I am glad I learned dance 
as it helped me in my acting. It 
helps you understand rhythm 
and beat. Not many people 
know that I am a trained 
martial artist and I know Tae-
kwondo. Someday I will do a 
ϐilm that will be able to show-
case this side of me,” he said.

Rao is currently busy 
with “Made in China”, after 
which he will begin work on 

“Imli” in 2019.
The role of a struggling 

Gujarati businessman in 
“Made in China” is close to 
the actor’s heart. 

“It is an unusual tale of a 

Gujarati businessman who 
is an underdog. We all have 
dreams and we all want to 
make it big. I have learnt the 
language and the other as-
pects of the Gujarati culture.” 

Directed by the Nation-
al Award-winning Gujarati 
ϐilmmaker Mikhail Musale, 
the ϐilm also stars Mouni Roy 
and Boman Irani and will hit 
the screens on Independence 
Day in 2019. 

Rao said he is thrilled to 
be reteaming with Kanga-
na Ranaut for the third time 
for Anurag Basu’s “Imli”. The 
two have worked together in 
“Queen” (2014) and their up-
coming ϐilm “Mental Hai Kya” 
is set to hit cinema houses in 
February 2019. 

“The collaboration is 
going to be great. There is 
a comfort level as we have 
known each other for a while. 
She is a wonderful actress. I 
feel happy when I get a good 
co-actor because then you 
are as good as your co-actor.

“I am a huge fan of Anurag 
Basu, he is one of the most 
talented directors in the ϐilm 
industry. I am very excited 
about it. I will start shooting 
early next year,” he said.

Next on Rajkummar Rao’s 
wishlist - an action fi lm


