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High Court directs State Govt to pay ex gratia for yak deaths 
within 4 months, wants contingency plans in place immediately

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 28 Nov:

The Sikkim High Court pulled up the State Govern-
ment and the Animal Husbandry Department offi-

cials for dragging its feet in paying the ex gratia of Rs 
45.90 lakh to yak-herders on account of the death 
of more than 300 yaks due to starvation earlier this 
year following heavy and prolonged snowfall at 
Muguthang and Lashar valleys and Lachen in North 
Sikkim.

The division bench comprising of Chief Justice 
Arup Kumar Goswami and Justice Bhaskar Raj Prad-
han yesterday directed the state respondents to dis-
burse the ex gratia within four months.

The court also noted that the State’s assurance to 
set up a buffer stock of feed and fodder under the Nat-
ural Calamity Fund of Deputy Commissioner, North, 
as a contingency plan, has also not been implemented 
and directed the State respondents to implement the 
Court’s directive on this matter in letter and spirit.

Disposing the PIL, the bench observed that though 

the government has constructed 10 Hay Godowns-
cum-Yak Shelters in Lachen valley, it appears that no 
such facility has been constructed in Muguthang or 
Lashar to avert a situation as witnessed last winter.

The Court directed that the respondents con-
sider setting up such facilities in these two areas 
as past experience has shown that neither can the 
yaks come down nor can relief materials reach up 
when it is most needed because of the thick blanket 
of snow.

The Court further directed the Animal Husband-
ry Department to adopt and formulate strategies 
to combat such disasters and take a decision with 
regard to construction of paddock and supply of 
essential items such as tents in preparation for a 
situation like last winter.

While explaining the Court’s decision to take 
suo-moto cognizance of the death of more than 300 
yaks due to starvation, the judgment records that 
this was to nudge the concerned agencies to come 
up with appropriate measures to tackle the situa-

tion should there be a recurrence of unprecedented 
snowfall for a prolonged period. 

The Court further said that it will be necessary for 
the respondents to remain vigilant and take immedi-
ate rear-guard action with no loss of time by imple-
menting the decisions on the field.

On the short term measure suggested by the Am-
icus Curie Jorgay Namkha for around the 1,000 yaks 
along with its herders in and around the Muguthang 
region and nearly the same number on the Gurudong-
mar side, the bench directed the State Government 
to immediately make provisions to supply feed to 
last for 3 months by the end of November. This will 
require around 1,80,000 kg of feed for yaks at Mu-
guthang and Gurudongmar.

As per the state government’s latest survey con-
ducted in the second week of October, there are 79 
yak herding households in North District with a yak 
population of 3,230. At present, there are six yak 
rearing zones in North Sikkim – Muguthang and 
Lashar under Lachen Dzumsa, Yumthang / Yumes-

amdong and Sebu/ Domang  under Lachung Dzumsa, 
Chyakhung under Naga Forest and Tholung  in Upper 
Dzongu. 

The most number of yak herding households 
are in Muguthang at 48 followed by lashar with 30 
yak-herding households. 

The Chief Secretary, in his affidavit, informed the 
Court that the state government has kept aside an 
amount of Rs 26,09,000 for the financial year 2019-
20 for the welfare of yaks and that the said fund will 
be utilised for purchase of feed and fodder (complete 
feed block) and purchase of ambulance, medicines 
and equipment, procurement of tents & other contin-
gency expenditure. 

As an interim relief, Rs 18,10,000 has been ar-
ranged, out of which Rs 9,20,000 is to be used for 
purchase of complete feed block for 20 MT and a sum 
of Rs 8,89,000 for purchase of an ambulance. It is 
stated that the Planning and Development De-
partment has committed to provide fund in the 
supplementary budget.

ASSEMBLY SESSION BEGINS
Rs. 45879.98 lakh 
Supplementary 
Demands for 
Grants placed
Gangtok, 28 Nov (IPR):
The First Session (Part-IV) of 
the Tenth Assembly of Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly com-
menced today.
The session began with Speak-
er, L.B. Das, administering 
the Preamble Pledge to the 
Members to commemorate 
the 70th Anniversary of the 
Adoption of the Constitution 
of India. The Speaker apprised 
the House that a four-month 
long nation-wide campaign 
was launched on 26 November, 
2019, which will culminate on 
the Birth Anniversary of Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar on 14 April, 
2020.

The House then paid trib-

ute to Former Members of Leg-
islative Assembly Late Indra 
Bahadur Rai, who passed away 
in the month of October, 2019, 
and Late Tara Man Rai, who 
passed away in August, 2019.

Speaker, L.B. Das, in his 
Obituary Reference remem-
bered Late Indra Bahadur Rai 
as a veteran politician and a 
statesman, and stated that with 
his passing away, Sikkim has 

lost a worthy son. In his obit-
uary reference, Speaker shared 
about the early life, education, 
professional career and politi-
cal life of the former Members 
of the Legislative Assembly.

Speaker remembered Late 
T.M. Rai as a mature politician, 
a seasoned litterateur and an 
accomplished social work-
er who dedicated his life for 
the welfare of the people. The 
Speaker stated that the passing 
away of the veteran leader is a 
huge loss for the State and the 
people of Sikkim. He expressed 
his heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family and prayed 
that they found strength and 
forbearance to overcome the 
grave loss.

Chief Minister, Prem Singh 
Tamang (Golay), in his obitu-
ary remarks paid his obeisance 
to the two leaders who passed 
away recently.

While paying his tribute 
to Former MLA Late Tara Man 
Rai, the Chief Minister recol-
lected the days when Late T.M. 
Rai was undergoing medical 
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Fire destroys 
two-storied ekra 
house in Sichey
Narrow road and 
roadside parking 
obstructs fire personnel

SAGAR CHHetRi
Gangtok, 28 Nov:

A major fire incident razed down a two-storied ekra 
house at Upper Sichey in Gangtok on Thurs-

day morning. However, prompt action by Gang-
tok Fire Station team controlled the fire in time 
to prevent it from spreading further. No casualty 
has been reported in the incident.

Gangtok Fire Station received the fire call at 
around 10:23 AM today and immediately a team led 
by Deputy Chief Fire Officer, IK Rai, along with a fire 
tender rushed to the spot followed by another fire 
tender a short while later.

It is informed that the fire team found that 
a two-storied ekra house belonging to Bikash 
Chettri situated next to his RCC building in Upper 
Sichey was engulfed by fire.

Speaking to media persons, Deputy Chief 
Fire Officer mentioned that two fire tenders and 
around 20 fire personnel brought the fire under 
control within 20 minutes of the operation. He 
added that one gas cylinder exploded in the fire. 
He informed that around seven families were living 
in that ekra house as tenants.

The DCFO stated that they are still investigat-
ing the cause behind the fire. He mentioned that the 
house has been completely damaged and loss of prop-
erty has been estimated at around Rs 5 lakh.

The narrow road and vehicles parked along 
the roadside made access to the site very diffi-
cult, he mentioned.

The administration has arranged a temporary re-
lief shelter with tarpaulins, bamboos and GCI sheets 
with ration for 3 days for the tenants. For loss of cloth-
ing and utensils, the seven tenant families were dis-
bursed ex-gratia as per the standing norms of State 
Disaster Relief Fund per family which was handed 
over by the SDM, Gangtok.

Ex-gratia for the house will be disbursed on 
Friday, it is informed.
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~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds
GENErAL LANd fOr SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

fLAT fOr rENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENErAL LANd fOr SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LANd fOr SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

Jorethang Senior Secondary 
celebrates Golden Jubilee

Jorethang, 28 Nov 
(IPr):
Jorethang Government 
Senior Secondary School 
celebrated its Golden Ju-
bilee in a two-day pro-
gram held at the school’s 
playground today. 

Transport Minister, 
Sanjit Kharel attended 
the event as chief guest 
alongside MLA Zoom 
Salghari constituency, 
Sunita Gazmer who was 
present as a special guest 
on the occasion. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, chief guest, San-
jit Kharel extended his 
greetings to the school 
committee and students 
of the school for hosting 
and celebrating 50 years 
of establishment. 

Terming the occasion 
a momentous one, Mr 
Kharel applauded the ef-
forts of the staff teaching 
and non-teaching and the 
students in successfully 
celebrating the occasion 
through a two-day long 
celebration. 

In addition, he de-

scribed the last 50 years 
as a vibrant, productive 
and fruitful for the school 
and expressed his deep 
satisfaction over the un-
precedented growth of 
educational establish-
ments and credited the 
Principals, both former 
and present, its teachers 
and students for the suc-
cess.

He spoke about the 
past achievements of the 

school both academical-
ly and in co-curricular 
sphere, and encouraged 
the students and youth 
of the constituency to tap 
maximum opportunities 
to hone their talents.

The program also 
saw the school and SMC 
representatives felicitat-
ing the land donor DR 
Subba, a former staff at 
Jorethang SSS, for do-
nating his land for the 

purpose of construction 
of the school playground. 
The program also saw 
felicitations of former 
staff, school heads, prin-
cipal and teachers of the 
school for their contribu-
tion towards the devel-
opment of the school. 

SMC Chairperson, 
Biren Rai presented the 
School report while stu-
dents of various schools 
showcased their talents 

in the form of cultural 
song & dance perfor-
mances. 

It may also be men-
tioned here that the first 
day of the Golden Jubi-
lee celebrations had the 
presence of Minister for 
Education, Kunga Nima 
Lepcha as the chief guest 
accompanied by MLA 
Soreng Chakung constit-
uency, Aditya Golay and 
STCS Chairperson cum 
MLA Rhenock, Bishnu 
Kumar Khatiwara who 
attended the occasion as 
special guests.

Others who attended 
the program were SDM 
Jorethang, RB Bhandari, 
Principal, Archana Gu-
rung alongside HOD’s 
and officials from vari-
ous Departments, School 
heads and representa-
tives from in and around 
Jorethang, school alumni 
and former staff, stu-
dents, various school 
heads, senior citizens, 
NGO representatives 
amidst a large group of 
public. 

Sikkim’s Ismita Rai bags Miss 
Teen Himalaya worldwide 

Summit report
Gangtok, 28 Nov:

Ismita Rai from Gang-
tok, Sikkim, won the ti-

tle of Miss Teen Himalaya 
worldwide, 2019 & Miss 
Teen Himalaya Glob-
al, 2019 at Hotal Metro 

Views Karol Bagh, Delhi 
recently, a press release 
informs. 

Tshering Lhamu 
Sherpa won the title of 
Mrs Bharat worldwide 
2019 and Mrs Himalaya 
2019 from Sikkim. 

Total of fifteen girls had 
participated in Miss Teen 
Beauty pageant and 20 in 
Mrs Bharat beauty pageant.

The pageant was 
organized by Dr Aman 
Gandhi Film Production 
Pageant.

treatment at Neotia Hospital in Siliguri and later at 
Apollo Hospital, New Delhi. The Chief Minister shared 
that during his visit to the two hospitals, the ailing 
leader expressed his concern for Sikkim and gave his 
valuable advice and best wishes to the newly formed 
Government.

The Chief Minister expressed his heartfelt condo-
lences to the former MLA who always provided his 
valuable advice to the Sikkim Krantikari Morcha party 
as its Chief Advisor. The Chief Minister remembered 
Late T.M Rai as a man of integrity and commitment 
with excellent public relation skills. He shared that 
the veteran leader also took avid interest in literature 
and his writings were published in the Kanchenjunga 
Patrika.

The Chief Minister expressed his solidarity to the 
family members of Late T.M. Rai and prayed that they 
found strength to bear the irreparable loss.

The Obituary Reference was also participated by 
MLA, D.T. Lepcha, who gave references of the lives of 
both the leaders.

After the Obituary References, the House observed 
two minutes silence as a mark of respect to the de-
parted souls.

During the Financial Business, the Chief Minister, 
also the Minister-in-charge of Finance Department, 
Government of Sikkim, presented the First Supple-
mentary Demands for Grants for the Financial Year 
2019-20.

The first batch of Supplementary Demands for 
Grants for 2019-20 includes 38 grants, with a gross 
expenditure of Rs. 45879.98 lakh comprising of Rs. 
17209.16 lakh on Revenue Account and Rs. 28670.82 
lakh on Capital Account. Of this, the proposals involv-
ing net cash outgo aggregates to Rs. 34217.20 lakh.

The discussion and voting on the Supplementary 
Demands for Grants would take place on Friday, 29 
November, 2019.

The Speaker then read out the Order regarding 
disqualification of seven members of the 9th Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly under Article 191 (2) and para 
2(1) a r/w 6(1) of the Tenth Schedule of the Consti-
tution of India, which was kept at abeyance vide the 
Sikkim Legislative Assembly Secretariat Letter No. 
243/L&PA dates 23/09/2019.

With powers conferred upon the Speaker of the 
10th Sikkim Legislative Assembly under clause 9 of 
The members of Sikkim Legislative Assembly (Dis-
qualification on Ground of Defection) Rules, 1985, 
the Speaker pronounced that “Since the incumbent 
Speaker has no jurisdiction pertaining to matters of 
the 9th Vidhan Sabha, the matter raised in the peti-
tion for disqualification under the Tenth Schedule and 
to the Rules made there under pertains to the previ-
ous Vidhan Sabha and with the dissolution of the 9th 
Vidhan Sabha, the petition has been rendered infruc-
tuous, and the matter stands disposed of.”

The Speaker also read out a direction regarding 
maintenance of order in the Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat Estate.

The House was adjourned for the day till 10 AM of 
29 November, 2019.

ASSEMBLY SESSION BEGINS...

Bridge across Bar Khola in desperate need for repairs

WANGchuk BhuTIA
Mangan, 28 Nov:  

The bridge over Bar 
Khola at 4th Mile, 

Lower Mangshila, on 
the Dikchu-Mangan axis 
in North Sikkim, is now 
in such poor condition 
that it can no longer be 
considered safe for ve-
hicular traffic.     

The iron plates and 
bolts on the bridge have 
come loose and some 
have even snapped, 
making it dangerous for 
school-going children 
and vehicles to cross 
the bridge. There is 
also a gaping hole in the 
bridge.  

In September ear-

lier this year, the hole 
was patched up, but has 
since disintegrated and 
residents complain that 
GREF was not address-
ing the situation.

When their com-
plaints fell on deaf 
ears, 4th Mile residents 
used a log to patch up 
the hole.

South gets new Zilla Adhakshya 
NAMchI, 28 NOv (IPr): 
Tshering Dem Bhutia is 
the new Zilla Adhakshya 
for South District. Hail-
ing from Pabong Ward 
under Tingrithang-
Damthang GPU, she 
was unanimously 
elected as the Zilla Ad-
hakshya. Her name was 
proposed by Zilla Pan-
chayats, Rabindra Rai 
and was seconded by 
Yedu Nath Mishra, re-
spectively. 

Thereafter, the re-
maining Zilla pancha-
yats of South District 
elected Ms Bhutia as 
Zilla Adhakshya in the 
Conference Hall of Zilla 
Bhawan today.

The South District 
Collector cum presid-
ing officer, Ragul K 
signed Form 2 and de-
clared Tshering Dem 
Bhutia as the newly ap-
pointed South Zilla Ad-

hakshya. It may be men-
tioned here that the post 
of adhakshya for South 
zilla was lying vacant due 
to the resignation of the 
then

Adhakshya, Farwanti 
Tamang.

Present during this 
election process were 
ADC (South), Satyen Kr 
Pradhan, SDM (Namchi), 
Chiran Rizal, US (Elections), 
Yougan Syangdan, Upad-
hakshyay (South), Bhim 
Lakhey and other officials.

Border trade closes, posts nearly Rs 40 cr in exports
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, Nov 28:

The fourteenth edition 
of Indo-China border 

trade through Nathula 
closed for the year to-
day. Major items that 
were exported this sea-
son were biscuits, flour, 
copper items, textiles 
and rice worth Rs 39.73 

crore against import of 
readymade garments, 
blankets, carpets, shoes 
and quilts worth Rs 3.16 
crore, informs Addition-
al Director, Commerce & 
Industries Department, 
N Jaswant Singh.

Imports saw a mar-
ginal dip this year hav-
ing recorded Rs 5.3 

crore in 2018.
A formal closing 

ceremony was held at 
Nathula today attend-
ed by State and Central 
government officials 
and their counterparts 
from Tibetan Autono-
mous Region along with 
traders. 

Trade had resumed 

for the year on 01 May. 
Sikkim traders im-

ported primarily carpets, 
readymade garments, 
blankets, shoes, jackets 
and quilts and export-
ed more than 13 items 
- Vegetable Oil, Rice, 
Processed Food, Canned 
Food, Textiles, Copper 
items.  

Man city owners buy majority stake in Mumbai city fc
MuMBAI, NOv 28 (PTI): 
English Premier League 
champions Manchester 
City’s parent company 
City Football Group on 
Thursday bought a ma-
jority 65 percent stake 
in Indian Super League 
franchise Mumbai City 
FC.

News of the acquisi-
tion was revealed in front 
of the club’s fans by CFG 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Ferran Soriano together 
with chairperson, Foot-
ball Sports Development 
Limited and Reliance 
Foundation, Nita Amba-
ni.

The deal with the 
Pep Guardiola-managed 
club’s group will see 
Mumbai City FC benefit 
from its commercial and 
football know-how, while 
at the same time deliv-
ering a new and exciting 
element to the CFG global 
commercial platform.

“Today we welcome 
a global football power-
house to India, to Indian 
Super League and Indian 
football. I am delighted 
and proud to announce 
that the City Football 
Group has acquired a 
majority stake in Mum-
bai City FC,” said Ambani.

“For the first time 
ever, an European club 
will be acquiring majori-
ty stake in an Indian club.

“I am sure Mumbai 
City FC and Indian Foot-
ball will benefit from this 
historic partnership,” she 

added.
Mumbai City FC plays 

its home games at the 
8,000 capacity Mumbai 
Football Arena, which 
sits within the And-
heri Sports Complex, a 
multi-purpose sports 
facility. The team is cur-
rently five games into the 
sixth ISL season.

Soriano said Man-
chester City’s Spanish 
manager Pep Guardiola 
will be in touch with their 
Mumbai City FC coach.

“Pep is part of our 
network of coaches. And 
they speak all the time. 
The example I gave you 
is our Chinese coach was 
in Manchester last week 
coaching with Manches-
ter City team, trying to 
learn.

“The coach we have 
in Mumbai City will have 
a relationship with Pep 
Guardiola and with all 
our other coaches,” So-
riano said, adding grass-
roots will be their prior-
ity.

CFG will become the 
majority stakeholder of 
the franchise alongside 
existing shareholders, 
actor Ranbir Kapoor and 
Bimal Parekh, who will 
keep the remaining 35 
per cent.

The Premier League 
club also tweeted that 
CFG was delighted to 
welcome the Indian club 
to its “family of clubs”.

CFG Chief Executive 
Officer Ferran Soriano 

said that they were con-
vinced about the future 
of Indian football.

“We have been look-
ing at this for years. I 
came myself and watched 
many games and we are 
now convinced of the 
bright future of foot-
ball in India. I am sure 
10 years from now, we 
will be here and we will 
talking about a lot of peo-
ple playing good football 
for India,” said Soriano.

“City Football Group 
has agreed a deal to ac-
quire a majority stake in 
its eighth club, Mumbai 
City FC in the Indian Su-
per League, marking a 
major move into Indian 
football,” the group said 
in a statement.

Other clubs in the 
CFG stable include New 
York City, Melbourne 
City, Yokohama F. Mari-
nos in Japan, Girona FC in 
Spain and Sichuan Jiunia 
in China.

Mumbai City FC, who 
has never won the ISL, 
host their matches at the 
Mumbai Football Arena 
in suburban Andheri.

Commenting on the 
acquisition and the op-
portunities it brings to 
all parties, chairman of 
City Football Group Khal-
doon Al Mumbarak said: 
“We believe that this 
investment will deliver 
transformative benefits 
to Mumbai City FC, to 
City Football Group and 
to Indian Football as a 

whole.
“City Football Group 

is committed to the fu-
ture of football in India 
and to the potential for 
Mumbai City FC within 
that future.”

A senior Mumbai 
City FC official said that 
it took a while to finalise 
the deal.

“The focus was how 
we can improve football 
in the city. That is the 
core of it. We felt that add 
a lot of value from the 
football point of view and 
CFG felt that they can add 
lot of value from football 
point of view.

“The central pillar of 
this association is in im-
proving football in Mum-
bai City FC. Then hope-
fully have an effect to the 
national team. We both 
are clear that both of us 
are doing for football rea-
sons,” the official, who re-
quested anonymity, said.

Co-owner Kapoor 
said, “I am super thrilled 
for this day. All of us at 
the Mumbai City FC, the 
ambition is to make it 
the best football club in 
Asia.”

“With this tie up, we 
hope to replicate what 
Manchester City has 
done in English Premier 
League and that is to win 
everything in front us. 
City Football Group’s in-
terest in India shows the 
growth opportunities the 
country presents in foot-
ball,” added Kapoor.

music festival to pay tribute to endangered species
New delhi, Nov 28 
(PTI): Over 30 artistes 
from India and the world 
will come together to cel-
ebrate the fourth edition 
of ‘Echoes of Earth’ that 
claims to be one of its kind 
eco-conscious music festi-
vals.

The two-day festival to 
be held in Bangalore, this 
year is themed “The Sanc-
tuary”, and will pay tribute 
to the endangered species 

in India and the world.
In addition to pre-

senting a stellar line-up 
with sounds of electronic 
music, world fusion, un-
derground techno, house, 
Indian folk, the festival 
will also create awareness 
about the importance of 
preserving and protecting 
these species through mu-
sic performances, work-
shops, panel discussions, 
film screenings and much 

more.
“In the last few years, 

India has seen quite a few 
noteworthy festivals pro-
moting music, art, films, 
and literature. However, 
people have ignored the 
impact these festivals have 
on the environment.

“’Echoes of Earth’ will 
showcase an alternate 
way of designing and 
managing festivals. For 
instance, we work with 

the waste management 
company Hasaru Dala to 
ensure responsible seg-
regation of waste,” organ-
isers said.

Other efforts to-
wards making the festival 
eco-friendly include bio-
degradable and recyclable 
cutleries, RO filtered wa-
ter stations to encourage 
people to bring their own 
water bottles and reduce 
the amount of plastic use.
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CIRCULAR
The Motor Vehicle Division has implemented dealer point registration and 

supply of High Security Registration Plates at dealer end w.e.f. 1st November 
2019. However, it is noticed that vehicle purchaser are facing inconvenience in 
the registering process as they have to shuttle between Dealer and Registration 
office. Therefore, the following direction is passed in connection with Parking 
NOC and production of physical documents for the convenient of the public at 
large:

1. At the initial stage of registration of new vehicle, the parking undertak-
ing stating that they have parking space from the vehicle owner may be 
obtained. The parking NOC from Sikkim Police shall be obtained at that 
time of issue of Registration Certificate (RC).

2. The online uploaded documents from dealer end shall be verified prop-
erly and assign the registration mark. No physical documents needs to 
be produced at the time of initial registration for all categories of vehi-
cle (including Commercial). The approval may be done after verification 
of uploaded documents. The verification of physical documents and 
verification of vehicle shall be done at the time of release of Registra-
tion Certificate (RC).
All concerned registration/Licensing Authorities are directed to comply 
with the above order please.
By Order

Sd/-
Secretary

Transport Department

Sikkim to host Sr National chess championship
SAGAR CHHetRi
Gangtok, 28 Nov: 

Sikkim is all set to host 
the Senior Nation-

al Chess Championship 
from 10 to 19 December 
at Sikkim Manipal In-
stitute of Technology 
at Majhitar in East Sik-
kim. 

The championship 
will feature top-rated 
players from all States, 
union territories and 
PSUs of the country. 
Around 30 Grand Mas-
ters of world level are 
also participating in 
the championship.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 

Sikkim Chess Associa-
tion general secretary, 
Mahendra Dhakal, high-
lighted that this was a 
historic and proud mo-
ment for Sikkim. The 
championship is being 
held in the North East 
Region for the first time.

He informed that 
around 200 chess play-
ers from across the Sta-
ta and 30 Grand Mas-
ters, including Grand-
masters Pravin Thipsay 
from Maharashtra and 
Abhijeet Gupta from 
Delhi will be partici-

pating.
He added that India 

is ranked fourth among 
200 countries playing 
chess in the world. 

“This is not only a 
premier chess cham-
pionship of the coun-
try but also a ranking 

championship and the 
top-six players of the 
championship will 
qualify for the Chess 
Olympiad,” he in-
formed. 

The championship 
carries a total cash 
prize of Rs 20 lakhs.

Mr Dhakal men-
tioned that initially the 
championship was allot-
ted to West Bengal but 
due to some unavoid-
able circumstances, it 
has come to Sikkim. 

A nine-member 
Sikkim Chess Associa-
tion team will be rep-
resenting Sikkim at 
the champ i o n s h i p . 

Brown Sugar seized from local taxi

ArPAN PrAdhAN
Gangtok, 28 Nov:

Sadar Police personnel 
today seized around 

3 gms of brown sugar 
and a few capsules of 
controlled substances 
from a local taxi driver 
from Upper Syari here in 
Gangtok.

Acting on the basis 

of “source information,” 
cops checked a local taxi 
at Namnang leading to 
the seizure of contra-
band substances and 
the arrest of the driver, 
one Mandip Gurung.

The police also 
seized the Maruti Alto 
taxi along with the drugs 
which were sealed in 

the presence of SDM, 
Gangtok, and SDPO, 
Gangtok.

SDPO Kalpana 
Dong has urged the 
civil society to take 
this matter seriously 
and help police track 
down antisocial el-
ements dealing in 
drugs in the capital. 

Library inaugurated by Rotaract Club of Gangtok 
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 28 Nov:

Rotaract Club of 
Gangtok Hills, 

youth wing of Rota-
ry Club of Gangtok 
South, inaugurated a 
library at Government 
Primary School, Chon-
gay Tar, on 27 Nov. 
The inauguration was 
attended by Addition-
al Secretary, Finance 
Department, Kapil 
Meena.

After 8 months of 
hard work the Club 
has been able to fi-
nally complete the li-
brary, a press release 
informs. 

This project is 
built with the aim of 
transforming the ste-
reotypical model of a 
library. It is formulat-
ed on the prior model 
of Happy School under 

the banner of the Ro-
tary India Teach Mis-
sion, the release men-
tions.

The library is de-
signed using sustain-
able engineering for 
instance the use of 
old tyres as furniture. 
Further, the library 
has been designed by 
ARCHCULT 2020 team 
of NIT Triuchirappal-
li. The designing team 
alongside the Club has 
been able to execute 
an innovative venture 
in the form of a li-
brary, where students 
can not just read but 
add wings to their 
imagination. 

The club has 
thanked everybody 
who helped them in 
the collection of books, 
sponsorship, dona-
tions of all sorts.

Inter-rehab centre football Tourney kicks off
SAGAR CHHetRi
Gangtok, 28 Nov:

Phoenix Cup, Inter-Re-
hab Centre Football 

Tournament, was kicked 
off here at Paljor Stadium 
on Thursday. The tourna-
ment is being organized 
by Social Justice & Wel-
fare Department under 
State Action Plan for 
Drug Demand Reduction. 

Eleven rehab centers 
from different parts of 
the State are participat-
ing in this week-long 
football tournament.

The inaugural match 
was played between 
Grace Foundation and Je-
evan Marg, in which the 
former defeated latter.

The participating 
teams have been divid-
ed into three pools for 
the league round and the 
topper of each group will 
qualify for the knock-out 
round of the tournament. 
The knock-out round will 
be starting on 02 Decem-
ber. 

The final match will 
be played on 04 Nov. The 

winner of the tournament 
will get cash prize of Rs. 
10,000 and Rs. 5,000 to 
runners-up team.

The organizing com-
mittee members stated 
that sporting activities 
will help in social rein-

tegration to members of 
rehabilitation centre and 
to engage in productive 
and creative activities.  

Guj: Onions worth rs 
25,000 stolen from shop
Surat, Nov 28(PTI): At 
a time when onion pric-
es have skyrocketed to 
Rs 100 per kg, the staple 
caught the attention of 
thieves here who stole 
250 kg of the bulb, worth 
Rs 25,000 in the early 
hours of Thursday.

The incident occurred 
outside a vegetable shop 
in the Palanpur Patiya 
area of Gujarat’s Surat 
city in the early hours of 
the day, an employee of 
the shop said.

“As per our daily rou-
tine, we kept five sacks of 
onions, each weighing 50 
kg, outside the shop on 
Wednesday night. How-
ever, for the first time, 
someone stole those on-
ions worth Rs 25,000,” 

Amit Kanojia, an employ-
ee of the vegetable ven-
dor said.

The rise in onion pric-
es may have triggered 
the theft, he said, adding 
that the shop vendor has 
not yet registered an FIR 
with the police.

Onion prices in retail 
markets at major cities 
of Gujarat are fluctuating 
between Rs 90 to Rs 100.

The prices have 
been on the rise for the 
last one month due to 
supply disruption from 
flood-affected states like 
Maharashtra. There has 
been a steep increase 
in prices in the last few 
days due to heavy rains 
in the key onion-produc-
ing states.

Onion selling at Rs 90 per kg in Indore
Indore, Nov 28 (PTI): 
Retail onion prices shot 
up to Rs 90 per kg in In-
dore, a major commer-
cial centre of Madhya 
Pradesh, on Thursday 
due to short supply from 
neighbouring Maharash-
tra, traders said.

Devi Ahilyabai Holkar 
Mandi, a wholesale fruits 
and vegetable market locat-
ed in Indore city, is one of 
the major centres for onion 

trading in the region.
Apart from Madhya 

Pradesh, onion is supplied 
to Uttar Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh and Rajasthan from 
this market. Unseasonal 
rains damaged onion crop 
in Maharashtra in October 
and November, said Sand-
eep Sachdeva, a wholesal-
er. “As a result, supply has 
been affected significantly. 
This has had a direct im-
pact on prices,” he said. 

Demand for onion from 
neighbouring states has 
also increased, which has 
led to further increase in 
prices, he added.

Market sources said 
new onion crop, which has 
some amount of moisture, 
is being sold at Rs 40 to 50 
per kg in the retail mar-
kets of the city, while the 
price of good quality dry 
onion (old crop) has shot 
up to Rs 90 per kg.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Make Sex Safe, Not Dirty
Problems with banning condom 

advts from daytime TV

At around this time around two years back, 
at the behest of the Advertising Standards 

Council of India (ASCI), the Information of Broad-
casting Ministry issued guidelines restricting the 
screening of condom advertisements on television 
between 6am to 10pm. This, one was told, was to 
“protect” children from “indecent” content. There 
is a lot more that can be considered a lot more 
vulgar and indecent than these advertisements. In 
fact, a lot of what our leaders have been saying, 
including Chief Ministers or already deeply patri-
archal states and even Union Ministers, and which 
is then played on a spool across TV channels could 
be considered a lot more offensive than an adver-
tisement, irrespective of how much skin it shows, 
which advises people to have safe sex. There is 
so much wrong with the latest move that most 
must have initially dismissed it as misreporting or 
“fake” news. But we are experiencing very weird 
governance nowadays and are playing along with 
a regime which has no patience for nuance and re-
fuses to accept the difference between subjective 
and objective opinions. There are few things more 
repulsive than a leader branding another religion 
as evil or a copy-cat wannabe leader announcing a 
bounty on the head of an actress or ministers who 
control even the police, claim that many times, 
rape allegations are born out of spite [from the 
victim] and not violence [by the rapist]. But they 
are allowed to spew their venom and project their 
insecurities and stereotypes on impressionable 
minds (the “children” and the infantilized grown-
ups, both) while a product which could not only 
keep the same audience protected, but also save 
their lives is somehow deemed too unsavoury and 
suggestive to be allowed on television during day-
time!

While it is true that advertisements of premi-
um condoms are not the only mode of information 
available to the young about safe sex, it is also a 
fact that their screening alongside “normal” ad-
vertisements makes conversations around safe 
sex easier. It would even be a good thing if cer-
tain advertisements click with the audience and 
interests couples into using them. The reverse is 
however not true. Get real moral policing agents, 
condom advertisements do not inspire couples to 
indulge in premarital sex or become promiscuous. 
The country was just about maturing to a level 
where condoms were not promoted anymore just 
as aids to ensure “hum do, hamare do” and were 
being projected and accepted as ways to ensure 
protected intimacy. But a gaggle of regressive 
mindsets is convinced that this cannot be. And 
this is dangerous, because the pushing of condom 
advertisements to the late-night slot is making sex 
a dirty word again and typecasting it as shameful 
and wrong. Such banality has never discouraged 
anyone, but the attitude we are allowing to return 
is going to make sex unsafe again. That is not ad-
visable in a country where teen and unwanted 
pregnancies are already too high and termination 
of pregnancies already too unsafe.

As per a study published in The Lancet Global 
Health, an estimated 15.6 million abortions took 
place in India in 2015, with the majority of wom-
en taking pills at home without adequate counsel-
ling, according to a study which found that about 
half of the pregnancies in the country were unin-
tended. This translates to an abortion rate of 47 
per 1,000 women aged 15-49, which is similar 
to the abortion rate in neighbouring South Asian 
countries. If access to condoms or other modes 
of contraception were more accessible and talk 
about contraception more normalised, this would 
not have been the case. The same study also esti-
mated the incidence of unintended pregnancy in 
India and found that out of the total 48.1 million 
pregnancies in 2015, about half were unintended 
meaning they were wanted later or not at all. And 
the government’s priority is to run TV spots about 
condoms out of the screens? 

Communities can make – or 
break – strategies to curb hIv

hILTON huMPhrIES
theconversation.com

Communities have long played a critical role in 
the fight against HIV. Their activism and advoca-

cy have greatly influenced the response to HIV/AIDS 
over the past four decades.

From the early 1980s, communities have fought 
for the rights and needs of those most affected. For 
example, faced with stigma and discrimination, gay 
communities in the US provided prevention advice, 
care and support. They also fought for treatment de-
velopment and access.

By the mid-1980s the extent of the pandemic 
elsewhere in the world was becoming apparent. In-
ternational, regional and local community activism 
became instrumental in fighting for access to treat-
ment and stronger policy-level interventions.

Communities across Africa, as well as those rep-
resenting vulnerable groups such as sex workers, be-
gan to demand inclusion in the fight against HIV.

Nowhere was this more pronounced than in 
South Africa, which continues to carry the highest 
burden of HIV in the world. By the late 1990s com-
munity mobilisation and activism were at the heart 
of much of the debate around HIV/AIDS.

The victories they secured were particularly no-
table. Fighting against an administration that denied 
the existence of a link between HIV and AIDS, com-
munities and advocacy groups successfully mobilised 
action on a number of fronts. They fought for – and 
won – the provision of nevirapine to HIV-positive 
pregnant women and later fought for the provision of 
ARV treatment to all HIV positive people.

Communities continue to be vital in efforts to bring 
the pandemic under control, proving themselves as cus-
todians and keepers of rich knowledge that creates the 
context in which HIV transmission occurs. They can also be 
the catalyst for the social change that is needed to reduce 
future HIV transmission in key populations. One such ex-
ample is HIV infections among young women, who re-
main the most vulnerable group in southern Africa.

SOCIAL NORMS
Why are communities fundamental to future HIV 

prevention intervention designs? The answer lies in 
the fact that HIV transmission is profoundly social.

In sub-Saharan Africa, HIV is transmitted pri-

marily in the context of heterosexual sex, which is 
shaped and controlled by social and cultural norms. 
Research highlights a host of social practices that 
hinder HIV prevention efforts. These include:
- struggles to negotiate condom use in rela-
tionships,
- the use of vaginal products to enhance sex,
- issues of stigma, sexual violence and pover-
ty, and
- access to sexual and reproductive health 
care services.
Individual models of understanding risk don’t cap-
ture the full complexity of HIV transmission. This is 
because HIV transmission is rooted in social prac-
tices, and influenced by the broader context.

A good way to illustrate this is by considering 
factors that drive HIV transmission among young 
women. They are the most burdened by HIV in east 
and southern Africa and accounted for more than 
a quarter of new infections in 2018 – and yet they 
make up only 10% of the population.

Additionally, young women have higher rates of 
HIV infection than their male counterparts, acquir-
ing HIV between five to seven years earlier than 
their male peers.

This gender imbalance in HIV infection is the 
result of many different factors that cut across 
the context in which women negotiate their lives. 
These range from biological vulnerabilities (in-
cluding genital inflammation and the microbial 
diversity of the vagina), to relationships, their fa-
milial context, school completion rates and the 
broader socio-political world.

This means that preventing HIV transmission 
demands a deep engagement with the social, cul-
tural, community and political factors that produce 
vulnerability and risk.

In HIV prevention this involves designing inter-
ventions that tackle the complexity of how young 
women come to be infected and what potential preven-
tion efforts need to be taken.

But this can only succeed if there’s a deeper effort 
to include communities in the design of interventions 
that are responsive to local settings. This could, for ex-
ample, include tackling harmful social norms, ensuring 
that women who need them have access to prevention 
technologies and treatment. They could also include 

empowering young girls, and tackling negative gender 
norms and gender based violence.

THE ROLL-OUT
Communities have a critical role to play in en-

suring that prevention interventions move from 
the realm of proven efficacy to real-world effective-
ness.

A range of new HIV prevention technologies, 
such as treatment and prevention, including the oral 
Pre-exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and voluntary med-
ical male circumcision, are now available. Yet global 
HIV incidence has declined by less than 2% per year 
since 2010.

Research shows that these new HIV prevention 
modalities – such as PrEP – are underutilised. In addi-
tion, 38.5% of those infected are not receiving treat-
ment. Retention in care remains suboptimal.

The big question is how to get people to use what 
is available.

Engagement is an important part of the answer 
as communities create the social context that not 
only supports, but facilitates the linkage of those who 
need HIV prevention and treatment services.

For adolescent girls and young women in par-
ticular, communities could support comprehensive 
sexual health education, leading the way in respect-
ing their rights to independently access sexual and 
reproductive health services. Communities can help 
target negative social and gender norms that increase 
the vulnerability of young women. Examples include 
ensuring young women who seek prevention or treat-
ment aren’t stigmatised or discriminated against.

Communities can also play a role in holding gov-
ernments accountable for ensuring that services are 
accessible to all those who need it.

NEXT STEPS
UNAIDS affirms the importance of communi-

ties in the fight against HIV through “communities 
making a difference”.

But communities need more. They need greater 
recognition as equal partners in the fight against 
HIV as well as resources to continue doing the crit-
ically important work they are doing.

[the writer is Behavioural Scien-
tist, Centre for the AIDS Program of Re-

search in South Africa (CAPRISA)]

5 years after Islamic State massacre, an 
iraqi minority is transformed by trauma

TuTku AYhAN & GüNEş MurAT TEzcür
theconversation.com

It’s been five years since the Islamic State killed 
3,100 Yazidi people in Iraq – mostly men and the el-

derly – forced 6,800 women and children into sexual 
slavery, marriage or religious conversion and sent hun-
dreds of thousands fleeing.

The Islamic State saw the Yazidis as infidels with 
no right to exist under the extremist group’s rule. 
The Yazidis are a Kurdish-speaking Mideast minority 
whose monotheistic religion differs from Islam, Juda-
ism and Christianity. They have a distinct historical 
lineage and no systematic requirement of fasting or 
prayer for the faithful. The Yazidis have lived in north-
ern Iraq since at least the 12th century.

Today, more than 3,000 enslaved Yazidi women 
and children in Iraq have been freed from IS captivity, 
but life is far from normal.

Since 2017, we have interviewed over a hundred 
Yazidi survivors, both in Iraqi Kurdistan and in Ger-
many, where several thousand Yazidis have sought 
asylum since the massacre. Our research document-
ed long-lasting emotional, cultural and spiritual ef-
fects from the violence they experienced. 

CYNICISM AND SECULARIZATION
This once tight-knit religious community has 

been transformed by the Islamic State’s assault, albeit 
in different ways for different people.

Those who survived the August 2014 massacre – 
which the United Nations has declared a genocide – 
now live as displaced people in Iraqi Kurdistan or as 
refugees abroad.

For many Yazidis, religious practice has been re-
placed by a struggle to survive.

“I don’t care what will happen to the Yazidi iden-
tity in the future, or if all Yazidis live in foreign coun-
tries,” said Gule, a displaced Yazidi woman we met in 
a Yazidi village in Duhok, Iraq.

To protect the anonymity of our interviewees, 
who continue to be vulnerable and insecure, we refer 
to them by their first names only.

Gule, who once had a house in her village, now 
lives in a tent with her children and chronically ill 
husband. All she wants for Yazidis is “a house, an in-
come.”

Being targeted for their religious identity has made 
Xidir, a young man in his late 20s, disillusioned with re-
ligion in general.

“When you look at what has happened, not only this 
genocide [but] all these wars, all this violence, you see it 
is because of religion,” Xidir told us.

Xidir lives in a camp for displaced Yazidis in Iraqi 
Kurdistan and struggles to provide for his family.

“I don’t believe in any religion anymore,” he told us. 
“I wish I could erase all religions from the Earth.”

EMBRACING YAZIDI IDENTITY
Others have had the opposite experience.
The Yazidis have long led a precarious existence 

alongside their Muslim and Christian neighbors in Iraq. 
The Islamic State’s assault was a bitter reminder that 
they are a persecuted people, causing many to feel more 
strongly committed to their faith.

“Before I would say, I am a Yazidi, and that was it. 
But now it is different,” said Azad, who had escaped to 
Kurdistan with his family during the IS attacks. “When I 
say I am a Yazidi [now], I embrace it in a whole new way.” 

Some of the Yazidis we spoke with expressed great-
er concern for Yazidi holy sites like the  Lalish temple 
complex in Iraqi Kurdistan. They said they were deter-
mined to preserve Yazidi oral traditions, such as reli-
gious hymns known as “qawls,” and to pass their faith 
on to future generations.

But they are not necessarily strict practitioners of 
the Yazidi religion, praying daily or making pilgrimag-
es to the Lalish. In fact, many Yazidis we interviewed 
in Germany – like other war refugees just struggling to 
survive in their new homes – had become more secular.

Their renewed interest in their Yazidi identity was 
primarily cultural and political. They advocate for their 
community on social media and see Yazidis as a sepa-
rate ethnic group with a unique history – a people that 
should have autonomous political representation in 
Iraq, perhaps even self-rule.

YAZIDI WOMEN FIND POWER AND STRUGGLE
The status of women in Yazidi society has also 

changed since the massacre, our research found.
Despite some recent advances in women’s rights, 

the Yazidi culture remains deeply patriarchal. Women’s 
educational attainment, labor participation and political 
representation is very low. Many Yazidi women marry 
as young as 15 and become financially dependent on, 

and socially subordinate to, their husbands for the rest 
of their lives.

This social structure was upended by the Islam-
ic State’s highly gendered attack, in which men were 
killed, while women and girls were kidnapped.

Some Iraqi Yazidi women actually gained real or 
symbolic power. The 2018 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Nadia Murad, for example, survived IS captivity to be-
come an international activist. 

We also met some Yazidi women working outside 
the home for the first time.

“I work with people from all backgrounds, I travel 
alone,” said Leila, a college graduate from Sinjar who 
works for an international Christian philanthropy.

“My family respects this, as I contribute to the family 
budget,” she said. “I feel confident and proud of myself.”

The lives of most Yazidi women, however, are 
more precarious than before.

Many lost not only their homes but also their hus-
bands, fathers and brothers – the breadwinners. And 
while the Yazidi religious leadership welcomed women 
survivors back from IS captivity, the community strong-
ly opposes integrating the children born of rape by IS 
members, forcing some mothers to make an impossible 
choice between their children and their people.

‘I AM NOT AFRAID TO TELL MY STORY’
When we met 31-year-old Nesreen in the summer 

of 2018, she was living in a Yazidi village in Duhok, Iraq. 
She told us her husband was killed by IS and that she 
and her two children had endured almost three 
years of enslavement.

No one in her family had received therapy. They 
all live together in a tent, dependent on a monthly 
allowance of 100,000 Iraqi dinars – around US$84 
– from the Kurdistan regional government.

With the help of her brother, Nesreen had writ-
ten a manuscript telling the story of her captivity.

“I escaped the hell and I am not scared to tell 
my story,” she told us. But, she wondered, “How can 
we get a normal life after all this?” 

[Tutku Ayhan is Ph.D. Candidate, University of Central 
Florida; Güneş Murat Tezcür is Jalal Talabani Chair and Pro-

fessor of Political Science, University of Central Florida]
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WB bypolls: TMc bags all three seats
kolkata, Nov 28 (PTI): 
In a major boost for the 
ruling Trinamool Con-
gress in West Bengal, 
the party on Thursday 
bagged all the three as-
sembly seats where by-
polls were held on No-
vember 25 by trouncing 
the BJP.

The TMC won the Ka-
liaganj, Kharagpur Sadar 
and Karimpur bypolls.

The BJP emerged in 
the second position in all 
the three seats.

Tapan Deb Sinha of 
TMC won the Kaliaganj 
seat in a close contest, 
defeating his nearest 
BJP rival Kamal Chandra 
Sarkar by 2,418 votes, EC 
officials said.

Kaliaganj is an as-
sembly segment under 
Raiganj Lok Sabha con-
stituency, which the BJP 
had won a few months 
ago. In the 2019 parlia-
mentary election BJP 
had a lead of over 56,000 
votes in the segment.

TMC’s Pradip Sarkar 
wrested Kharagpur Sa-

dar seat from BJP, which 
came as a shock for the 
saffron party as it was 
earlier held by the par-
ty’s state president Dil-
ip Ghosh before he was 
elected to the Lok Sabha 
from the Medinipur seat.

Sarkar defeated 
Premchandra Jha of BJP 
by a comfortable margin 
of 20,788 votes. The saf-
fron party had a lead of 
nearly 45,000 votes in 
this seat during the Lok 
Sabha polls.

Kharagpur Sadar in 
an assembly segment in 
Medinipur Lok Sabha 
constituency.

The TMC candidate 
for Karimpur, Bimalendu 
Sinha Roy won by over 
23910 votes defeating 
his BJP rival Jaiprakash 
Majumdar.

TMC MP Mohua Mi-
tra had bagged Karimpur 
in the last polls before 
she was elected to the 
Lok Sabha from Krish-
nanagar.

TMC’s Sinha Roy 
bagged 103278 votes 
whereas his nearest rival 
Majumdar of BJP bagged 
79368 votes.

This is the first 
time that the TMC has 
bagged the Kaliaganj and 
Kharagpur seats.

The results have 
come as a huge encour-
agement to the TMC 
which faced a stiff chal-
lenge from the BJP in the 
2019 Lok Sabha poll, af-
ter the saffron camp won 

18 out of the 42 parlia-
mentary seats. The TMC 
tally came down from 34 
in 2014 to 22 seats.

Stunned over party’s 
humiliating defeat in the 
bypoll, party’s Kaliaganj 
candidate Kamal Chan-
dra Sarkar said the con-
fusion over the proposed 
implementation of NRC 
has cost BJP the seats.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister dedicated the 
party’s victory to the 
people and said the 
voters had “paid back” 
the BJP for its “arro-
gance of power”.

“We dedicate this 
victory to the people 
of Bengal. The BJP is 
getting paid back for 
its arrogance of pow-
er and for insulting 
the people of Bengal,” 
she told a TV news 
channel.

The CPI(M) and 
the Congress, instead 
of trying to strenghten 
themselves, are “helping” 
the BJP in West Bengal, 
she added.

CBSE exam fee hike for 2020 Board on 
no profit no loss principle: HRD Min

New delhi, Nov 28 
(PTI): Barring schools 
of the Delhi government, 
the CBSE has increased 
the examination fees for 
Class X and XII Board 
Examination 2020 on no 
profit no loss principle, 
HRD Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank said in 
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

The fee hike by the 
Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) is 
from Rs 750 to Rs 1,200, 
the Human Resource De-
velopment Minister said 
during Question Hour.

“The CBSE has in-
creased examination fess 
of Class X and XII Board 
Examination 2020, on no 
profit no loss principle 
from Rs 750 to Rs 1,500 
for all categories of stu-
dents, including SC/ST 
candidates for all schools 

in whole of India, except 
for schools of Delhi gov-
ernment,” he said.

For 1,299 schools of 
Delhi government, ex-
amination fee for all 
categories of Class X 
students has been in-
creased from Rs 375 
to Rs 1,200 and for 
Class XII students 

from Rs 600 to Rs 
1,200, he said.

He said the CBSE is a 
self financed and self-re-
liant board and gener-
ates its own resources.

“It does not take any 
funds from the consol-
idated fund of India or 
any other authority for 
its expenses,” he said.

confusion over Nrc the reason behind bypoll defeat in WB: BJP
kolkata, Nov 28 (PTI): 
In the midst of Bengal 
BJP unit trying to put up 
a brave face as the ruling 
TMC won in all the three 
constituencies where the 
bypolls were held, one 
of its candidates said on 
Thursday that confusion 
over the proposed im-
plementation of NRC has 
cost BJP the seats.

BJP has claimed that 
the by poll results will 
not have a bearing on 
state politics.

The TMC on Thurs-
day won all the three 
assembly seats of Kali-
aganj, Kharagpur Sadar 
and Karimur, bypolls for 
which were held on Mon-
day.

BJP Kaliaganj can-
didate Kamal Chandra 

Sarkar Thursday said, 
“We have lost despite 
having a massive lead in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 
We lost as there has been 
serious confusion over 
implementation of NRC 
in Bengal. People didn’t 
accept this narrative over 
NRC and we too failed to 
reach out to the masses 
on this issue. There has 
to be instrospection”.

Reacting to BJP’s dis-
mal performance in by-
polls, the president of the 
party’s West Bengal unit, 
Dilip Ghosh said there 
will be introspection.

“We need to look into 
the results. But we don’t 
think it will have any 
bearing on the growth of 
BJP in Bengal.

Actually during by-

polls it is a general trend 
that those who are in 
the government win it,” 
Ghosh said.

Asked whether the 
bypoll result is a reflec-
tion of people’s anger 
and confusion over the 
proposed NRC in the 
state, Ghosh replied in 
the negative.

“Why should NRC be 
an issue? In 2019 (par-
liamentary) polls too the 
NRC issue was there, but 
we had won. So it won’t 
be right to blame NRC 
issue for our defeat. May-
be there was anger over 
selection of candidates,” 
he said.

Tapan Deb Sinha of 
the Trinamool Congress 
won the Kaliaganj seat in 
a close contest, defeating 

his nearest BJP rival Ka-
mal Chandra Sarkar by 
2,418 votes, EC officials 
said.

Kaliaganj is an as-
sembly segment under 
Raiganj Lok Sabha con-
stituency, which the BJP 
had won barely a few 
months ago. In the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections, BJP 
had a lead of over 56,000 
votes in this assembly 
segment.

TMC’s Pradip Sark-
ar wrested Kharagpur 
Sadar seat from BJP. He 
defeated Premchandra 
Jha of the saffron party 
by a comfortable mar-
gin of 20,788 votes. The 
BJP had a lead of nearly 
45,000 votes in this seat 
during the Lok Sabha 
polls.

The loss in Kharagpur 
Sadar came as a shock for 
the BJP as Ghosh was the 
MLA from there before 
he got elected to the Lok 
Sabha from Medinipur.

Kharagpur Sadar in 
an assembly segment in 
Medinipur Lok Sabha 
constituency.

TMC nominee for 
Karimpur Bimalendu 
Sinha Roy too won by 
over 24,000 votes de-
feating his BJP rival Jaip-
rakash Majumdar. TMC 
MP Mohua Mitra had 
bagged Karimpur in the 
last polls before she was 
elected to the Lok Sabha 
from Krishnanagar.

This is the first 
time that the TMC has 
bagged the Kaliaganj and 
Kharagpur seats.

fIr filed against ex-Nrc coordinator hajela
Guwahati, Nov 28 
(PTI): An FIR was filed 
on Thursday against for-
mer NRC Coordinator 
Prateek Hajela by the As-
sam Public Works (APW) 
with the CBI’s Anti-Cor-
ruption branch, alleging 
huge misappropriation 
of government funds in 
updating the NRC in the 
state.

APW, the original pe-
titioner in the Supreme 
Court leading to the 
updation of the NRC in 
Assam under the super-
vision of the apex court,-
filed the FIR requesting 
for a high level probe into 
the alleged corruption/
misappropriation of gov-
ernment funds by the 
former NRC state-coordi-
nator and his close aides.

The case registered 
by APW member Rajib 
Deka said that the central 
government was funding 
the NRC updation pro-
cess through the state 
coordinator.

“As per information, 
an amount of approxi-
mately Rs 1600 crore has 
already been released 
and we request you to 
inquire into the whole 
process of utilisation of 
the funds as several il-
legalities and financial 
irregularities has been 
committed in making 
different expenditures,” 
the complainant said.

The FIR, a copy of 
which was made avail-
able to the media, 
claimed that Hajela 
had appointed several 
retired government of-
ficials as his advisors 
and they were provided 
with new vehicles and a 

handsome salary pack-
age.

There is no record of 
the nature of job done by 
the advisors and this ex-
penditure has not been 
audited by the CAG, it 
said.

The FIR further al-
leged that a large num-
ber of school teachers 
were engaged in the up-
dation process but no 
remuneration was paid 
to them but it has been 
shown on records that 
they have been paid huge 
amounts “which we be-
lieve has been misappro-
priated by Hajela and his 
close aides”.

It further alleged that 
for updation of the NRC 
about ten thousand lap-
tops were purchased at 
the cost of Rs 44,500 
each but on survey, it 
has been found that 
its market value is Rs 
22,500 a piece and 
“this is another in-
stance of corruption in 
the NRC updation pro-
cess”.

About eleven thou-
sand Electric Genera-
tors were purchased 
by Hajela at double its 
market price, Deka al-
leged in the FIR.

The FIR further 
alleged that it is a well-
known fact that the for-
mer NRC coordinator did 
not allow the statutory 
audit of the NRC as he 
had committed huge fi-
nancial irregularities and 
if inquired properly, the 
truth will come out.

“The above instances 
clearly indicate that huge 
corruption has taken 
place in the NRC upda-
tion process with Hajela 
and his close aides play-
ing an active role in it”, 
Deka alleged.

Under the circum-
stances, it is therefore, 
requested that an inves-
tigation may be carrief 
out to bring out the 
truth and doing the 
needful as per the law, 
the FIR stated.

The final National 
Register of Citizens was 
published on August 31 
last, under which names 
of more than 19 lakh 
people have been left out.

The supreme court 
had ordered Hajela’s 
transfer from Assam to 
his home state Madhya 
Pradesh and he was re-
leased from the charge of 
NRC state coordinator on 
November 12 last.

Godse wasn’t a terrorist, committed a mistake: BJP MLA
Ballia (uP), Nov 28 
(PTI): Amid BJP’s at-
tempt to distance itself 
from MP Pragya Thak-
ur’s comment in praise of 
Mahtama Gandhi’s assas-
sin, a party MLA here said 
Nathuram Godse commit-
ted a mistake but he was 
not a terrorist.

“Godse was not a ter-
rorist. Those who are 
involved in anti-national 
activities are terrorists,” 
Ballia MLA Surendra 
Singh told reporters on 
Thursday.

Godse committed a 
mistake. He should have 
not killed patriot Gand-
hi ji,” he added, using the 
Hindi word “bhool” for 
“mistake”.

When asked whether 
Godse was a patriot, the 
MLA did not reply.

Thakur created a con-
troversy on Wednesday 
with her remark in the 
Lok Sabha during DMK 
member A Raja’s narra-
tion of a statement by 
Nathuram Godse before a 
court on why he killed Ma-

hatma Gandhi.
Amid opposition pro-

tests over the comment, 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday said 
in the Lok Sabha that his 

party condemns any phi-
losophy which describes 
Mahatma Gandhi’s killer 
as a patriot.

The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party has also barred 

Thakur from attending its 
parliamentary party meet-
ing in the current Parlia-
ment session and removed 
her from the consultative 
committee on defence. 
“The statement given by MP 
Pragya Thakur is condem-
nable. BJP never supports 
such statement and we do 
not support this ideology, 
BJP working president J P 
Nadda told reporters.

Uttar Pradesh MLA 
Surendra Singh has made 
controversial remarks in 
the past as well.

meghalaya plans to shut schools 
with enrolments below 10

Shillong, Nov 28 
(PTI): The Meghalaya 
government is planning 
to either shut schools 
or withdraw funds to 
those having enrol-
ments below 10 and 
use that sum for de-
velopment of other 
educational institutes, 
a senior state minister 
said on Thursday.

State Education 
Minister Lakmen 
Rymbui told PTI that 
221 lower and upper 
primary schools in 
the state have a sin-
gle-digit enrolment of 
students.

“The education de-
partment will soon 
place a proposal be-
fore the state Cabi-
net for either closing 
down or withdrawing 
grant-in-aid to these 
schools,” he said.

The minister said 
the state government 
incurs Rs 20 crore an-
nual expenditure on 
these schools, which 
could be used for the 

development of other 
educational institutes.

He, however, said 
the decision regarding 
the closure of schools 
or withdrawal of aid 
to them will be taken 
as per the guidelines 
of the Right to Edu-
cation (RTE) Act and 
no student will be de-
prived.

“Those schools 
that don’t have any 
educational institute 
in the vicinity will con-
tinue functioning even 
if they have 5 or 10 stu-
dents. No student will 
be deprived of educa-
tion,” the minister said.

Rymbui said teach-
ers of the schools that 
would be shut would 
be redeployed in other 
educational institutes 
that have a shortage 
of educators.

“One of the reasons 
for less enrolment of 
students is the pres-
ence of a large number 
of schools in an area,” 
he said.

Sad day in Parliament’s history: rahul on Pragya hailing Godse
New delhi, Nov 28 
(PTI): Calling BJP MP 
Pragya Thakur a “terror-
ist”, Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Thursday 
said her remarks hailing 
Mahatma Gandhi’s assas-
sin Nathuram Godse in 
the Lok Sabha marked a 
sad day in the history of 
Parliament.

Thakur created a con-
troversy on Wednesday 
with her remark in the 
Lower House of Parlia-
ment during DMK mem-
ber A Raja’s narration of 
a statement by Nathuram 
Godse before a court on 

why he killed Mahatma 
Gandhi.

Hitting out at Thakur 
for her remarks in Lok 

Sabha, Rahul called her a 
“terrorist” and said it was 
a sad day in the history of 
India’s Parliament.

Govt extends ban on uLfA for 5 years
New delhi, Nov 28 
(PTI): The Centre has 
extended the ban on the 
Assam-based insurgent 
outfit ULFA for five years 
for continuing subver-
sive activities, including 
killings, kidnapping and 
extortions.

In a notification, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) said the ULFA has 

been indulging in various 
illegal and violent activi-
ties intended to disrupt 
the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of India in 
furtherance of its objec-
tive of liberating Assam.

“Now therefore, in 
exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-section 
(1) of section 3 of the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-

vention) Act, 1967 (37 
of 1967), the central gov-
ernment hereby declares 
the United Liberation 
Front of Asom (ULFA) 
along with all its factions, 
wings and front organ-
isations as an unlawful 
association,” it said.

A ministry official 
said the ban has been ex-
tended for five years
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Messi fires Barca into last 16, late 
equaliser sees Leipzig through

Paris, Nov 28 (AfP): 
A Lionel Messi-inspired 
Barcelona booked their 
place in the Champions 
League knockout stages 
by crushing a desperate 
Borussia Dortmund 3-1, 
while RB Leipzig made 
the last 16 for the first 
time with an incredible 
stoppage time comeback.

Lucien Favre’s posi-
tion as Dortmund coach 
looks increasingly in per-
il following the thump-
ing at the Camp Nou on 
Wednesday, orchestrated 
by a sensational Mes-
si, that ensured Barca’s 
progress to the last 16 
as Group F winners and 
leaves the Germans in 
danger of not qualifying.

The Argentine scored 
one and set up the other 
two for Luis Suarez and 
Antoine Griezmann to 
inflict a punishing defeat 
on Dortmund and move 
up to 11 points, four 
ahead of the Germans 
and Inter Milan, who 
won 3-1 at Slavia Prague.

“He (Messi) was in-
credible,” said Barcelona 
coach Ernesto Valverde.

“It’s all about what he 
does and when he does 
it. It was a performance 
to put us through.”

Messi got the ball 
rolling with a neat pass 
which allowed Suarez to 
open the scoring in the 
29th minute, before the 
Uruguayan returned the 
favour four minutes lat-
er to lay on Messi for his 
613th Barca goal on his 
700th appearance.

Messi, who has scored 

10 times in his last nine 
games, was also at the 
heart of the goal which 
extinguished Dortmund’s 
hopes of a result in the 
67th minute, slipping a 
wonderful through ball 
for Griezmann that the 
Frenchman could happi-
ly stroke first time past 
Roman Burki.

Dortmund slip down 
to third behind Antonio 
Conte’s Inter side, who 
roared to a fine win 
which keeps alive their 
hopes of a place in the 
next round.

Romelu Lukaku’s 
first Champions League 
goal for Inter and a Lau-
taro Martinez double 
saw off a spirited Sla-
via side that had lev-
elled in the 37th minute 
through a VAR-awarded 
Tomas Soucek penalty 
after Lukaku thought he 
had doubled his side’s 
lead.

Lukaku had another 
strike ruled out for off-

side by VAR in the dying 
moments, but it made no 
difference to the result 
and now a win over Bar-
ca at the San Siro next 
month will guarantee 
them a place in the last 
16.

“We’ve given mean-
ing to the match with 
Barca by winning to-
night,” said Conte.

“We are expecting a 
tough, great match, but 
we know that we can 
count on 80,000 people 
who will come to the 
stadium to push us on.”

- LEIPZIG BACK 
FROM THE DEAD -

Leipzig made the 
knockout stages in dra-
matic style after Emil 
Forsberg fired them 
back from two goals 
down in the final min-
ute to draw 2-2 with 
Benfica.

The Germans need-
ed a point to qualify but 
looked down and out as 
the match dragged to-

wards added time, but 
Forsberg pulled a goal 
back from the penalty 
spot in the 90th minute 
before hitting the lev-
eller six minutes later, 
sparking wild celebra-
tions.

“Reaching the knock-
out stages for the first 
time in the club’s his-
tory means that we’re 
doing the right things 
and moving in the right 
direction. I’m just so 
proud,” said Forsberg.

The draw gave Lyon 
a big let-off after they 
failed to snatch a knock-
out spot when they fell 
to 2-0 defeat at Zenit 
Saint Petersburg.

Rudi Garcia’s team 
looked in peril of not 
qualifying at all from 
Group G after the loss 
but Leipzig’s last gasp 
efforts mean they will 
go through with a win 
over the Bundesliga 
side on December 10.

Liverpool and Napoli 

were made to wait for 
their spots with a tense 
1-1 draw at Anfield.

Dries Mertens 
opened the scoring with 
a sweetly struck open-
er midway through the 
first half, before Dejan 
Lovren’s header salvaged 
a point to keep the Reds 
top of Group E.

However the Euro-
pean champions still 
need to get at least a 
point away to Salzburg 
next month to secure 
their passage into the 
last 16, while Napoli 
need a draw with bot-
tom side Genk to claim 
their spot.

Ajax also need a 
point to go through 
thanks to a 2-0 win 
at Lille that featured 
the fastest goal of this 
year’s competition to 
open a two-point lead at 
the top of Group H.

Hakim Ziyech net-
ted after 94 seconds at 
eliminated Lille with 
Quincy Promes hitting 
his fourth of the tourna-
ment on the hour mark.

Four-time European 
champions Ajax have 10 
points from five games, 
two more than Valencia 
and Chelsea who fought 
out a hugely entertain-
ing 2-2 draw in Spain 
earlier in the day.

Ajax host Valencia 
in their concluding fix-
ture next month, while 
Chelsea welcome Lille 
to Stamford Bridge 
knowing a win would be 
enough to ensure their 
place in the draw.

England say Archer ‘fine’ after racism, reveal Buttler injury worry
hamilton, Nov 28 
(AfP): England said Jofra 
Archer was ready to fire 
in the second Test against 
New Zealand despite suf-
fering racist abuse, but a 
new injury concern has 
emerged over wicket-
keeper Jos Buttler.

As the search contin-
ues for the heckler who 
racially taunted Archer 
during the first Test, 
captain Joe Root said the 
Barbados-born bowler 
was “absolutely fine to 
play” in Hamilton.

“He has dealt with it 
very well,” Root told the 
BBC, after Archer wrote 
in a newspaper column 
that he has “moved on” 
and was primed to help 
England bounce back 
from their innings defeat.

But Root told journal-
ists England were not in 
a position to name their 
side on the eve of the sec-

ond Test with a question 
mark over Buttler, who 
tweaked a back muscle 
while exercising.

“We’ll have to find out 
more information about 
that today and tomor-
row to see where he’s at,” 
Root said.

Although Ollie Pope 
was considered the lead-
ing contender to replace 
Buttler if he could not 
take the gloves, Root said 
there were a number 
of other possibilities 
which would depend on 
a pitch inspection be-

fore the toss.
New Zealand were 

also waiting for a late 
pitch inspection before 
deciding whether Matt 
Henry or Lockie Fergu-
son would replace Trent 
Boult, who strained a rib 
muscle in the first Test.

Ferguson, like En-
gland’s Archer, is a 150 
kilometres (93 miles) 
per hour plus express 
bowler, while Henry was 
noted for his swing abil-
ity with the new ball and 
took five wickets against 
South Africa in Hamilton 
two years ago.

New Zealand did, 
however, confirm one 
change in their line-up, 
with 28-year-old Daryl 
Mitchell to make his de-
but in place of Colin de 
Grandhomme, who has a 
torn abdominal muscle.

The 28-year-old 
Mitchell, a son of former 
All Blacks coach John 
Mitchell, played against 
England in the recent 
Twenty20 series with 
scores of 30 not out, five 
and two, and best bowl-
ing figures of one for nine 
from 11 balls in the sec-
ond match.

ministry forms expert committee to review Sports Code
New delhi, Nov 
28 (PTI): Olympic 
bronze-medallist shoot-
er Gagan Narang, former 
football captain Bhaic-
hung Bhutia and national 
badminton coach Pulella 
Gopichand have been 
named in a 13-mem-
ber expert committee 
formed by the Sports 
Ministry to review the 
controversial Draft Na-
tional Sports Code 2017.

Besides the trio, 
the committee will also 
have World Champion-
ships bronze-medallist 
long jumper Anju Bobby 
George. The expert com-
mittee will be headed by 
Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice (Retd) Mukundakam 
Sharma as its chairman.

The panel will also 
feature a representative 
from the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA), which 
has rejected the docu-

ment in current form as 
it seeks to put an age and 
tenure cap on sports ad-
ministrators.

“The committee will 
try to strike a balance be-
tween autonomy of NSFs 
vis-a-vis need for trans-
parency and autonomy,” 
the Sports Ministry’s 
notification, which is in 
possession of PTI, stated.

The National Sports 
Federations (NSFs) will 
be represented by Box-

ing Federation of India 
president Ajay Singh, 
Sudhanshu Mittal (Kho 
Kho Federation of In-
dia), Adille Sumariwala 
(Athletics Federation of 
India) and BP Baishya 
(Weightlifting Federation 
of India).

The Sports Authority 
of India (SAI) or a rep-
resentative, Joint Sec-
retary (Sports) and Dr 
A Jayathilak (Principal 
Secretary, Sports, Gov-

ernment of Kerala) will 
be the other members of 
the panel.

The committee has 
been formed to suggest 
measures to make the 
Sports Code acceptable 
to all the stakeholders.

The IOA maintains that 
the code will put India at 
risk for a suspension from 
the International Olympic 
Committee.

The draft proposes 
drastic changes in the 

2011 Code, including 
barring of ministers, 
members of Parliament 
and Legislative Assem-
blies and government 
servants from holding of-
fice in the IOA and NSFs, 
tenure restrictions and 
age cap of 70 years.

The draft also widens 
its scope to all office-bear-
ers and board members of 
the IOA and NSFs.

It also calls on the 
NSFs to appoint CEOs, 
Nominee Directors and 
an Ombudsman.

Besides, an eminent 
athlete is also required 
to be a part of the NSFs. 
All NSFs will also have 
to constitute an athletes 
commission.

If implemented, the 
IOA and the NSFs will 
have six months to 
amend their constitu-
tions as prescribed by 
the draft.

Sam Kerr coup has left rival leagues 
scrambling to keep up with WSL

SuzANNE WrAck
theGuardian

Women’s football is 
entering an arms 

race. The World Cup 
showed that European 
teams are closing the gap 
on a dominant USA. Do-
mestically, though, that 
chasm seems to have 
been bridged. Sam Kerr’s 
arrival at Chelsea, from 
the National Women’s 
Soccer League (NWSL) in 
the US and the Australian 
W-League, where she has 
played back-to-back in 
recent years, is arguably 
the moment at which the 
Women’s Super League 
went from pretender to 
seize the NWSL’s crown 
as the world’s best.

The English Football 
Association and Wom-
en’s Super League (WSL) 
clubs are, if not singing 
from the same hymn 
sheet, at least broadly in 
tune with one another. 
The addition of Barclays’ 
title sponsorship and 
wider investment, pro-
fessionalism, record at-
tendances and the clear 
plan for the league’s de-
velopment provide evi-
dence of a power shift.

It has left other 
leagues scrambling but 
the flag is not planted too 
far ahead. Other teams 
and associations can 
touch it, shake it and per-
haps rip it out. Relatively 
speaking, in terms of the 
money sloshing around 
in football generally, the 
investment it would take 
to do any of the above is 
relatively low. Unwilling 
to sit on the sidelines and 
watch the English league 
and clubs race ahead, 
others are taking action.

The announcement 
last week that the own-
ership group of the Eu-
ropean champions Lyon, 
OL Group, is in exclusive 
takeover talks with the 
NWSL side Reign FC, 
is one example of how 
teams are thinking cre-
atively.

The move is, on the 
surface at least, mutual-
ly beneficial. Reign, who 
are not aligned to a Ma-
jor League Soccer team, 
will receive a financial 
and organisational injec-
tion of support from the 
world’s biggest club side.

Lyon get to expand 
their brand, lay down a 
statement of intent and 
boost the league that 
poses the biggest threat 
to the WSL. In addition, 
they can shift players be-
tween the French league 
and NWSL more easily, 
offering competitive 
league football and 
a shot at Champions 
League glory.

Kerr’s comment that 
she wants “team suc-
cess and I don’t want it 
to come easy” will have 
stung Lyon, who are be-
lieved to have been in a 
two-horse race to sign 
the prolific striker. Lyon 
are essentially being 
punished for vastly su-
perior investment that 
puts them streets ahead 
of every other team in 
France. Those teams are 
seemingly content to let 
Lyon blaze their trail. 
The French football fed-
eration has secured a 
title sponsor for the top 
division and a broadcast 
rights deal, but it can do 
only so much to compel 
clubs to up their game 
and offer a competitive 
challenge to the jewel 
in the crown of French 
football.

The shift in En-
gland means that 
the unbeatable aura 
around the French 

champions is starting 
to fade. Lyon’s easy 
domestic season gives 
them a chance to fo-
cus on Europe but that 
advantage is becom-
ing less significant as 
players become fitter, 
stronger and more ad-
ept at handling fiercely 
competitive games on 
a weekly basis in En-
gland.

The NWSL, too, is 
unwilling to sit back. 
Two things will always 
give the US league an 
advantage: Title IX, in-
troduced in 1972, out-
laws discrimination 
in government-fund-
ed institutions and 
means girls’ sport at 
high school and college 
level has to be fund-
ed to the same extent 
as the boys. The huge 
money pumped into 
high school and col-
lege American football 
and basketball has to 
be matched. Women’s 
soccer was a big bene-
ficiary, and the system 
delivers athletic and 
c o m p e t i t i v e l y - t e s t -
ed players. That the 
league also operates on 
a draft system, like the 
NFL, creates a compet-
itiveness hard to repli-
cate.

Now, the league and 
teams are moving into 
action. The league is 
expanding, with Sac-
ramento expected 
to launch next year 
and Proof Louisville 
FC joining in 2021. 
The salary cap has 
been lifted by 20% to 
$650,000 (£505,000), 
player contracts can 
now be multi-year and 
caps on housing and 
car allowances have 
been scrapped.

Sky Blue FC have 
announced they will 
be playing in New York 
Red Bulls’ stadium 
for the new season. 
There is also talk of a 
more formal partner-
ship with Australia’s 
W-League, which is 
also making moves to 
try to match the attrac-
tion of a transfer to Eu-
rope.

The W-League sala-
ry cap has been lifted to 
A$450,000 (£237,000) 
and the minimum 
hourly rate is in line 
with A-League male 
players. Each team can 
have a marquee player 
exempt from the cap. 
What the partnership 
cannot do is remove the 
gruelling back-to-back 
seasons, a problem that 
gets worse with leagues 
expanding.

There is a lot to be 
liked about the moves 
being made as leagues 
and clubs try and out-
strip each other but also 
a lot to be very wary of.

A City Football 
Group-style expansion 
by Group OL, although 
currently nowhere near 
the scale of that overseen 
from Abu Dhabi, should 
be viewed with extreme 
caution if it removes the 
community feel from 
clubs and artificially in-
flates club finances, cre-
ating a gap in the league 
akin to the one in France.

There is a lot to dis-
like about the develop-
ment of men’s football 
and the women’s game 
is in danger of following 
a mirror-image path. 
Discussing how the 
game grows with an 
eye on what we don’t 
want it to be as much 
as what we do want it to 
be is going to be increas-
ingly important.

This IPL is 
going to be 
massive for 
Kuldeep: 
Bangar
New delhi, Nov 28 
(PTI): Former India bat-
ting coach Sanjay Bangar 
has reckoned that next 
year’s IPL is going to be 
massive for Kuldeep Ya-
dav, saying a good out-
ing there will earn him 
a place in the T20 World 
Cup squad.

Kuldeep recently re-
turned to India’s T20I 
squad for the West In-
dies series after a gap of 
nine months. He had last 
played the shorter for-
mat against New Zealand 
in February early this 
year.

“I’m a massive 
Kuldeep Yadav fan and 
in terms of strike rates 
you see he is the quick-
est to 100 ODI wickets 
and even in the shorter 
format, if you look at the 
match we won in En-
gland, he picked up five 
wickets at a time where 
the opposition was run-
ning away from the 
match,” Bangar told ‘Star 
Sports’.

“I wouldn’t count out 
Kuldeep Yadav, it’s just 
that he’s had a couple of 
poor games in the IPL 
last season. For him, this 
IPL is going to be a mas-
sive factor and if he does 
really well, it will be very 
hard to keep him out.”

Bangar also believed 
Ravinder Jadeja’s bowl-
ing prowess makes him 
a better option than 
Krunal Pandya in India’s 
World T20 squad.

“You require a wrist 
spinner in the T20 for-
mat, it has been a very 
major component in In-
dia’s success wherein 2 
wrist spinners played a 
massive role in most of 
the one day’s and T20 
series the team has had 
across conditions hence 
you will need a bowler 
who is capable of bowl-
ing the complete 4 overs 
and also bat at No.7,” he 
said.

“Hence, I feel Ravin-
der Jadeja edges over 
Krunal Pandya here as 
Krunal hasn’t been able 
to deliver the complete 4 
overs at times and Jadeja 
has been in great form 
recently.”

However, batting 
great VVS Laxman said 
it is going to be tough for 
Kuldeep to earn a place 
in India’s squad for next 
year’s T20 World Cup.

“Kuldeep Yadav hit two 
blows when the team was 
under pressure; he and 
Krunal Pandya got those 
important runs at the fin-
ishing stage of the India’s 
innings against West Indies 
in the first T20 Interna-
tional last year,” he said. “I 
would invest in Washing-
ton Sundar. With Sundar, 
the advantage is that he 
can bowl in the power 
play and the tough overs. 
We have seen that and he 
can extract more bounce 
on the Australian wickets 
because the way he releas-
es the ball, he can use the 
crease and in Australia it is 
not necessary you look to 
turn the ball, but you can 
vary the pace and extract 
the bounce and deceive 
the batsman as its going 
to be big grounds. “So, I 
would think it would be 
tough for Kuldeep cur-
rently, but you never 
know what happens just 
before the World Cup,” he 
added.

Kuldeep has played 
six Tests, 53 ODIs and 18 
T20Is, grabbing more than 
150 wickets across all for-
mats.
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furious china threatens retaliation 
over uS law on Hong Kong

China on Thursday 
summoned the US 

ambassador and threat-
ened retaliation after 
US President Donald 
Trump signed legislation 
supporting Hong Kong 
pro-democracy protest-
ers, just as the world’s 
top two economies edge 
towards a trade truce.

Trump signed the 
legislation under heavy 
pressure from Congress, 
where it attracted rare 
bipartisan support, and 
in a statement spoke of 
his “respect” for Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, call-
ing for both sides to “am-
icably settle their differ-
ences”.

But Beijing lashed 
out furiously, summon-
ing the US ambassador, 
threatening unspecified 
“firm countermeasures” 
and warning Washington 
not to implement the leg-
islation.

“The nature of this is 
extremely abominable, 
and harbours absolutely 
sinister intentions,” the 
Chinese foreign minis-
try said in a statement.

“China strongly urg-
es the US side to correct 
mistakes and change 
course,” the ministry 
added later.

In Hong Kong, the 
government expressed 
“extreme regret” after 
Trump signed legisla-
tion requiring an annual 
review of freedoms in 
Hong Kong and banning 
the sale of crowd con-
trol equipment like tear 
gas.

“The two acts are 
obviously interfering 
in Hong Kong’s internal 
affairs,” the city gov-

ernment said in a state-
ment, warning the move 
would “send the wrong 
message to the protest-
ers”.

And Beijing’s liaison 
office in the city con-
demned Washington’s 
“disgusting conduct”, 
saying it would bring 
“trouble and chaos” to 
Hong Kong.

- ‘Timely leverage’ -
Hong Kongers have 

protested in huge num-
bers over the last six 
months, fuelled by years 
of growing fears that 
authoritarian China is 
stamping out the city’s 
liberties.

The territory’s Bei-
jing-backed leaders have 
offered few concessions 
and police have cracked 
down hard on protesters 
in increasingly violent 
confrontations.

More than 5,800 
people have been ar-
rested and nearly 1,000 
charged, with detentions 
skyrocketing in the last 
two months.

On Thursday, police 
entered the campus of 

the Hong Kong Polytech-
nic University, to which 
they have laid siege for 
days.

Most protesters have 
now left, some of them 
arrested and beaten as 
they tried to flee, and 
police were collecting 
evidence including Molo-
tov cocktails and archery 
bows at the ransacked 
site.

The violence has 
done little to dampen 
public support though, 
with pro-democracy 
candidates winning a 
landslide victory in lo-
cal council elections 
over the weekend.

The Hong Kong Hu-
man Rights and Democ-
racy Act requires the US 
president to annually 
review the city’s favour-
able trade status and 
threatens to revoke it if 
the semi-autonomous 
territory’s freedoms are 
quashed.

Trump also signed 
legislation banning the 
sale of tear gas, rubber 
bullets and other equip-
ment used by Hong 

Kong security forces in 
putting down the pro-
tests.

Republican Sena-
tors Marco Rubio and 
Jim Risch, together with 
Democratic Senators Ben 
Cardin Bob Menendez, 
issued a joint statement 
welcoming Trump’s de-
cision.

“The US now has new 
and meaningful tools to 
deter further influence 
and interference from 
Beijing into Hong Kong’s 
internal affairs,” Rubio 
said.

Hong Kong activists 
said the move would help 
build international sup-
port for their movement.

Sunny Cheung, a stu-
dent who testified before 
Congress in support of 
the legislation, told AFP 
it would give “Hong Kong 
people timely leverage 
to press Hong Kong and 
Beijing further on demo-
cratic reform”.

Later Thursday, 
pro-democracy activ-
ists plan a Thanksgiv-
ing-themed rally to 
honour those who have 

backed their movement.
- Bipartisan support -
There was specula-

tion Trump could veto 
the bill to protect his 
chances of securing a 
China trade deal as his 
re-election campaign 
ramps up.

But he would have 
faced the possibility of 
a politically humiliating 
override -- when two 
thirds of Congress votes 
to overturn a presiden-
tial veto -- with pressure 
only mounting after Sun-
day’s decisive local elec-
tion victory for pro-de-
mocracy candidates.

His decision was wel-
comed even by his fierc-
est domestic opponents.

“This bicameral, bi-
partisan law reaffirms 
our nation’s commitment 
to democracy, human 
rights and the rule of law 
in the face of Beijing’s 
crackdown,” Democratic 
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi said in a statement.

“I am pleased that the 
president signed this leg-
islation and look forward 
to its prompt enforce-
ment.”

On Tuesday, Trump 
said he was “with” the 
protesters, but quickly 
backpedalled, empha-
sising his close ties to Xi 
and efforts to secure a 
long-delayed resolution 
to the trade war.

“It’s going very well 
but at the same time we 
want to see it go well in 
Hong Kong,” he said.

“I think it will. I think 
that President Xi can 
make that happen. I 
know him and I know 
he’d like to make it 
happen.”

More than 227K Indians waiting 
for family-sponsored Green Card

LALit K JHA
Washington, Nov 
28 (PTI): More than 
2,27,000 Indians are 
waiting in line for fami-
ly-sponsored Green Card 
or legal permanent resi-
dency, according to a lat-
est recent official data.

Currently, there are 
about four million peo-
ple waiting in line for 
family-sponsored Green 
Cards against a Congres-
sional cap of 226,000 per 
annum.

The largest number 
of 1.5 million wait list is 
from America’s southern 
neighbour Mexico, fol-
lowed by a distant India 
with 227,000 and China 
with nearly 180,000.

Majority of those in 
the family-sponsored 
Green Card waiting list 
are siblings of US cit-
izens. Under current 
law, US citizens can 
sponsor their family 
members and blood 
relatives for Green 
Cards or permanent 
legal residency.

President Don-

ald Trump is against 
such a provision which 
he calls as chain immi-
gration and wants to 
abolish this. The opposi-
tion Democratic party is 
vehemently opposed to 
abolish family-sponsored 
immigration system.

In addition to four 
million family-sponsored 
Green Card applicants, 
another 827,000, a size-
able number of whom 
are from India, are wait-
ing in line for perma-
nent legal residency. The 
waiting line for employ-
ment-based green card 
applicant is painstak-
ingly running into more 
than a decade for Indian 
IT professional.

According to DHS, 
a majority of Indians 
waiting in line for fam-
ily-based Green Cards 
are siblings of US citi-
zens. They number over 
181,000. This is followed 
by 42,000 married chil-
dren of US citizens and 
over 2,500 spouses and 
minor children of perma-
nent residents.

Scientists spot black hole so huge it ‘shouldn’t even exist’ in our galaxy
Astronomers have dis-
covered a black hole in 
the Milky Way so huge 
that it challenges exist-
ing models of how stars 
evolve, researchers said 
Thursday.

LB-1 is 15,000 light 
years from Earth and has 
a mass 70 times greater 
than the Sun, according 
to the journal Nature.

The Milky Way is es-
timated to contain 100 
million stellar black 
holes but LB-1 is twice as 
massive as anything sci-
entists thought possible, 
said Liu Jifeng, a National 
Astronomical Observa-
tory of China professor 
who led the research.

“Black holes of such 
mass should not even ex-
ist in our galaxy, accord-
ing to most of the current 
models of stellar evolu-
tion,” he added.

Scientists general-
ly believe that there are 
two types of black holes.

The more common 
stellar black holes -- up 
to 20 times more mas-
sive than the Sun -- form 
when the centre of a very 
big star collapses in on 
itself.

Supermassive black 
holes are at least a mil-
lion times bigger than 
the Sun and their origins 
are uncertain.

But researchers be-
lieved that typical stars 
in the Milky Way shed 
most of their gas through 
stellar winds, preventing 

the emergence of a black 
hole the size of LB-1, Liu 
said.

“Now theorists will 
have to take up the chal-
lenge of explaining its 
formation,” he said in a 
statement.

- ‘New kind’ of black 
hole -

Astronomers are still 
only beginning to grasp 
“the abundance of black 
holes and the mecha-
nisms by which they 
form,” David Reitze, a 
physicist at the California 
Institute of Technology 
(Caltech) who was not 
involved in the discovery, 
told AFP.

The Laser Interferom-
eter Gravitational-Wave 
Observatory at Caltech, 
overseen by Reitze, had 
previously detected rip-
ples in spacetime that 
suggested the possibility 
of black holes in distant 
galaxies that were much 
bigger than what was 

thought possible.
Stellar black holes 

are usually formed in the 
aftermath of supernova 
explosions, a phenome-
non that occurs when ex-
tremely large stars burn 
out at the end of their 
lives.

LB-1’s large mass 
falls into a range “known 
as the ‘pair instability 
gap’ where supernovae 
should not have pro-
duced it”, Reitze said.

“That means that this 
is a new kind a black 
hole, formed by another 
physical mechanism!”

- 100 million black 
holes -

LB-1 was discovered 
by an international team 
of scientists using Chi-
na’s sophisticated LAM-
OST telescope.

Additional images 
from two of the world’s 
largest optical telescopes 
-- Spain’s Gran Telescopio 
Canarias and the Keck I 

telescope in the United 
States -- confirmed the 
size of LB-1, which the 
National Astronomical 
Observatory of China 
said was “nothing short 
of fantastic”.

Scientists have tend-
ed to find black holes by 
detecting the X-rays they 
emit.

But this method has 
limited usefulness be-
cause only a small num-
ber of black hole systems 
where the companion 
star orbits very close 
to the black hole would 
emit detectable X-rays, 
Liu said at a press confer-
ence.

Instead, the team that 
discovered LB-1 tracked 
the movements of “huge 
numbers of stars over 
a long period of time”, 
before identifying LB-1 
based on the motion of 
its companion star, Liu 
said.

This method has been 

used for decades without 
much success due to the 
limitations of the avail-
able equipment, Liu add-
ed.

But LAMOST, con-
structed between 2001 
and 2008 in north Chi-
na’s Hebei province, al-
lows researchers to de-
tect up to 4,000 stars si-
multaneously with each 
exposure, making it one 
of the world’s most pow-
erful ground-based tele-
scopes.

Liu told AFP the 
method used to discover 
LB-1 could help scien-
tists identify many more 
black holes in the future.

Out of the 100 million 
black holes believed to 
exist in our galaxy, Liu 
said, only 4,000 “can 
give you X-rays that can 
be detected by us”.

trump signs bill supporting pro-
democracy Hong Kong protesters

LALit K JHA
Washington, Nov 28 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump on Wednes-
day signed a bill that 
supports pro-democracy 
protesters in Hong Kong, 
a move that is bound to 
anger China.

The legislation pro-
poses to impose sanc-
tions on officials com-
mitting human rights vi-
olations against pro-de-
mocracy supporters in 
Hong Kong. It was passed 
by both the chambers of 
the US Congress House 
of Representatives (417-
1) and the Senate unani-
mously.

The ‘Hong Kong Hu-
man Rights and Democ-
racy Act of 2019’, which 
reaffirms and amends the 
United States-Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992, spec-
ifies US policy towards 
Hong Kong, directs assess-
ment of the political de-
velopments in Hong Kong, 
and other purposes.

“I signed these bills out 
of respect for President Xi, 
China, and the people of 
Hong Kong,” Trump, who 
had indicated earlier this 
week that he would not 
sign the bill, said in a state-
ment.

“They are being enact-
ed in the hope that Lead-
ers and Representatives 
of China and Hong Kong 
will be able to amicably 
settle their differences 
leading to long term peace 
and prosperity for all,” the 
president said.

Top American law-

makers, authors of the 
bill, applauded Trump for 
signing the legislation into 
law.

“The US now has new 
and meaningful tools to 
deter further influence 
and interference from 
Beijing into Hong Kong’s 
internal affairs,” Senator 
Marco Rubio said.

“Following last week-
end’s historic elections in 
Hong Kong that included 
record turnout, this new 
law could not be more 
timely in showing strong 
US support for Hong 
Kongers’ long-cherished 
freedoms,” Rubio said.

According to Senator 
Ben Cardin, the law sends 
a strong message to the 
demonstrators in Hong 
Kong, the government of 
Hong Kong, as well as the 
Communist Party of Chi-
na that the United States 
was not only watching, 
but stands with demon-
strators as they march for 
their autonomy, for their 
democracy and for their 
human rights.

Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations Chair-
man Jim Risch said this 
law made it abundantly 
clear that the US support 
the people of Hong Kong.

“The Hong Kong Hu-
man Rights and Democra-
cy Act is an important step 
forward in holding the 
Chinese Communist Party 
accountable for its erosion 
of Hong Kong’s autonomy 
and its repression of fun-
damental human rights,” 
Risch said.

Vietnam 
families to bury 
victims of UK 
truck tragedy

The families of some 
of the 39 Vietnamese 

people found dead in a 
truck in Britain prepared 
for emotional burials for 
their children Thurs-
day after an agonising 
weeks-long wait to bring 
their bodies home.

The first of the re-
mains arrived in Vietnam 
Wednesday morning be-
fore being quickly shut-
tled to their homes in 
central provinces, where 
many of the victims came 
from.

All 31 men and eight 
women found in a refrig-
erated container in Essex 
last month were from 
Vietnam, many from ru-
ral towns that have been 
shaken by the tragedy.On 
Thursday villagers gath-
ered to lay their loved 
ones to rest after long 
nights of emotional vigils 
for the returned.

“I’m very sad to have 
to bury my own son,” 
said Vo Van Binh, whose 
25-year-old child was on 
the ill-fated truck.

Families like his took 
out loans from the gov-
ernment to cover the cost 
of repatriation -- $1,800 
for ashes, or $2,900 for 
the body.

Binh opted to bring 
his son Vo Van Linh’s 
body home but planned 
to cremate him later 
Thursday.

“I wanted to bring 
him back in full so I could 
see his face one last 
time,” he told AFP from 
his bare home in Ha Tinh 
province, surrounded by 
dozens of mourning fam-
ily members.

Grim-faced relatives 
wearing white head-
bands -- in line with 
Vietnam funeral customs 
-- later loaded his casket 
into an ornately-decorat-
ed van to transfer him to 
the crematorium.

Linh was among six-
teen bodies that arrived 
in Vietnam on Wednes-
day, flown on a commer-
cial flight from London in 
canvas-covered coffins.

- ‘Back in our arms’ -
A few hours from 

Linh’s family home, 
weeping relatives in Dien 
Chau district, Nghe An 
province prepared to lay 
two cousins to rest.

Their coffins were 
carried to the town 
church where a tearful 
priest paid a final hom-
age to the young men, 
Hoang Van Tiep, 18, 
Nguyen Van Hung, 33.

“The bodies of our 
two children are here 
today... after their time 
away from the coun-
try, they are here in 
our arms, in our home-
land,” Priest Nguyen Van 
Nien said in the packed 
church, some people 
fainting during the ser-
vice.

The majority of the 
39 people found dead in 
the truck on October 23 
came from just a hand-
ful of central provinces, 
hotspots for illegal mi-
gration into Europe.

We l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 
networks of brokers 
help to facilitate the 
trips overseas -- often 
for young people seek-
ing better lives.

Several families told 
AFP they borrowed tens 
of thousands of dollars 
to send their kids to 
Europe. Some shelled 
out thousands more 
to secure a spot on the 
truck -- which was sold 
to them as a safe option 
into Britain.
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Aries:
This is the calm after the storm, Aries. Your 
strength lies in accepting the things you cannot 
change. This will help you make space for tran-
quility in your existence. This is also a time of 
celebrating with friends and family. But don’t 
limit yourself in any way. There are new avenues 
of socialising that are opening up for you, which 
you hadn’t considered before. Word for the wise: 
stay open. Those who have been single for a while 
may feel inspired to give the dating and mating 
game a shot.
Taurus:
Where are the inhibitions stemming from? What 
are the ways in which you are keeping yourself 
from moving forward? Exam the demon of self-
doubt, Taurus. The voice in your head that keeps 
you from experiencing love in its most glorious 
form. Today, you’re being asked to do one thing 
that intimidates you. It could be as simple as start-
ing a conversation about your dreams and desires. 
What Spirit wants you to remember: you matter.
Gemini:
Listen to what people are not saying as much as 

what they are. This will help you understand that 
they are operating from their own fears—fears 
that have nothing to do with you. Free yourself of 
the guilt that this is your fault. Continue to act con-
sciously and look at the situation with compassion 
in your eyes. At the same time, maintain a safe 
distance so you don’t get caught up in somebody 
else’s drama.
Tip: Draw your boundaries where you need to.
Cancer:
Understand the cause of your pain, Cancer. Are 
you affected by their actions or your own unreal-
istic expectations? Upon deeper examination, you 
will understand how the drama is self-created. You 
have two options: to continue to carry the pain into 
the future, or consciously release what no longer 
serves you. Letting go only takes a microsecond. 
It’s convincing the mind to work with you that is 
your real challenge here.
Tip: Be aware of how your unrealistic expecta-
tions are coming in the way of peace and harmony.
Leo:
Wise words by Lao Tzu: “New beginnings are 
often disguised as painful endings.” You’ve been 

here so many times before that situations like these 
no longer intimidate you. When in doubt, turn to 
your higher self for guidance. Make a conscious 
effort to rise above the situation. As such, healing 
on mental, physical and emotional level will take 
centre stage.
Virgo:
On the cards for you this week: peace, love, har-
mony and abundance. You are building a safe and 
secure life for yourself, one that is providing you 
with the kind of comforts that were once a distant 
dream. Some of you could be building this nest 
with somebody you see yourself spending the rest 
of your life with. Have an open and honest conver-
sation with them to discuss your shared goals. This 
will ensure that you are both on the same page.
Libra:
Look at you integrating your soul lessons, turning 
your wounds into wisdom, and moving forward 
with dignity and grace. Libra, this phase has been 
anything but easy. However, you are doing every-
thing you possibly can to rise from the ashes like a 
phoenix. Remember, your past no longer defines 
you. Renegotiate your terms and conditions with 

the Universe, and with those you are choosing to 
share your energy with.
Scorpio:
What a wonderful feeling to be on the same page 
about the future of your relationship! Things are 
progressing in the right direction, and beautifully 
so. You are more in love than you have ever been 
before. Celebrate the cosmic connection you 
share, Scorpio. But this day isn’t just about your 
romantic partnerships. Your soul connections are 
taking centre stage too.
Sagittarius:
Hello and welcome to Sagittarius season! A time 
with joy, spontaneity and playfulness take prece-
dence over everything else. Revisit your bucket 
list. Surprise yourself by giving adventure sports 
a shot or get that tattoo you have been thinking 
about—with adequate safety measures, of course! 
You’re taking this vibrant energy into your inter-
personal connections too. There’s a reason the 
crew loves being around you.
Capricorn:
This is a time of joy and playfulness (hello, Sagit-
tarius season!). You are feeling more than you have 

in a long time. Spread the good vibes like confetti, 
Capricorn. Spend more time in the company of 
those who make you feel like home. Spend more 
time having meaningful conversations with soul 
crew. Today also brings with itself the reminder 
that you have grown immensely.
Aquarius:
Your true self and the ego self are at war, Aquarius. 
Which of the two voices are you going to listen to? 
Remember, letting go of the false beliefs will help 
you see people as they are, awaken your empathy, 
and usher peace and harmony into your existence. 
So what if you have to be the one to initiate the 
conversation? Your higher self is guiding you to 
take this step for the greater good.
Tip: When in doubt, turn to your higher self.
Pisces:
It’s not uncommon for partners to want to go their 
own separate ways after having spent some time 
together. Does this mean you will cease to be a 
part of each other’s lives? Anything but. It simply 
means that you have dreams and desires you want 
to achieve on the personal front before you can 
come together. 

Amitabh Bachchan sends best wishes 
to Ram Gopal Varma on new film

Mumbai, Nov 28 (PTI): Mega-
star Amitabh Bachchan on 
Thursday wished filmmaker 
Ram Gopal Varma all the best 
for his latest directorial effort, 
“Enter The Girl Dragon”.

The teaser of the film, 
which derives its name from 
Bruce Lee’s cult classic “Enter 
The Dragon”, was unveiled by 
Varma on Twitter on Wednes-
day which was the actor-martial 
artist’s 79th birth anniversary.

The director is launching 
newcomer Pooja Bhalekar 
with the film.

Bachchan, who has col-
laborated with Varma on the 
“Sarkar” films, “Ram Gopal 
Varma Ki Aag” and “Rann”, 
shared the teaser on the microblogging site.

“Ram Gopal Varma’s .. SARKAAAAR ‘s .. new film new film 
‘ENTER THE GIRL DRAGON’ India’s first martial arts film... An 
Indo Chinese co production... As always Ramu my good wish-
es...(sic)” the 77-year-old actor wrote.

Varma replied to Bachchan, saying, “Thanks Sarkaaar.. 
#EnterTheGirlDragon is my ode to the influence of BRUCE 

LEE in my life (sic).”
“Enter The Girl Dragon” is being touted as the country’s 

“first martial arts film”. It is a co-production between India 
and China.

Varma said the film will feature a “triangular love conflict 
between a girl, her loved one and Bruce Lee”.

The official trailer of the film will be released on December 
13 in Lee’s home town Foshan City in China.

Andy Samberg sets up food competition show at Quibi
Los Angeles, Nov 28 (PTI): “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” star Andy 
Samberg will host food competition series “Biggest Little 
Cook-Off” at Quibi.
According to Deadline, the show will see two top chefs battle 
to create the most mouth-watering meals in a single bite of 
food.

The challenge for the chefs will be to make meals such as 
spaghetti and meatballs on a plate the size of a dime or sushi 
on a single grain of rice.

Samberg will also executive produce the series, which 
hails from Triage Entertainment.

“Anyone who knows me knows I love dinky stuff. So when 
this show about dinky food came my way I said, ‘I like the din-
ky food.’ I’m excited to bring my expertise in dinky things to 
the dinky cooking arena, and I’m also excited to bring a bag 
lunch, because the food is so dinky I’m for sure going to still 
be hungry after the shows,” the actor said.

Michael Rosenstein, Stephen Kroopnick and Stu Sch-
reiberg are other executive producers on the show.

idris elba trying to 
quit social media

New York, Nov 28 (PTI): Actor Idris Elba says he is trying to 
take a step back from social media as it makes him feel “de-
pressed”.

The “Hobbs & Shaw” star said he doesn’t like receiving 
news via social media apps like Twitter.

“I’ve been trying to wean myself off. I used to post a lot 
more, but it’s been putting me off lately. And Twitter’s just not 
how I want to receive my news.

“I read the news aggregated on my iPad, but I can’t check 
it constantly I’m not proud of it, but it’s true because it makes 
me feel depressed,” Elba, 47, told Fast Company magazine.

Asked how he spends 15 minutes of free time, the actor-DJ 
said he tries to sit still.

“I’ll just sit in the dark, stare, and try not to do anything 
just clear my mind and decompress,” Elba said.

melissa benoist reveals she’s a 
survivor of domestic violence

Melissa Benoist revealed that she is a sur-
vivor of domestic violence in a series of 

candid, vulnerable Instagram posts Wednes-
day.

In a lengthy video on IGTV titled “Life Isn’t 
Always What It Seems,” the Supergirl actress 
spoke out for the first time about her expe-
rience with domestic abuse, which she said 
occurred over several months with a man she 
was in a relationship with.

Benoist didn’t name the alleged perpetra-
tor, saying only that he was younger than her. 
According to the star, the abuse started out as 
emotional manipulation in the form of jealousy 
over who she was talking to or working with. 
The man would snoop through her phone and 
ask her to change her clothes before they went 
out to avoid people looking at her.

About five months into the relationship, 
Benoist says, things escalated to physical vi-
olence. In the video, she describes several oc-
casions on which she was “pinned down and 
slapped repeatedly, punched so hard I felt the 
wind go out of me, dragged by my hair across 
pavement, head-butted, pinched until my 
skin broke, slammed against the wall so hard 
the drywall broke, choked.” Benoist says she 
eventually fought back. “I changed and I’m 
not proud of how I changed,” she said.

“What I went through caused a tectonic 
shift in my outlook on life,” she explained. “It 

taught me what love is and isn’t. The strength 
I’m capable of. The violence that I endured 
and, yes, even tolerated. The lies I told, the 
protection I gave my abuser.” 

She concluded: “These facets all paint the dark 
and sinister portrait of that time of my life, but re-
cusing those habits and breaking that cycle was 
the most rewarding and empowering choice I’ve 
ever made for myself. I will be healing from this 
for the rest of my life, and that’s okay.”

In a statement on her Instagram, she 
thanked anyone who watched the video and 
said that she was encouraged to share her 
story because she wanted to raise awareness. 
“The long and winding road of healing and 
reconciliation has brought me to this mo-
ment where I feel strong enough to talk about 
my experience openly, honestly and without 
shame,” she wrote. “By sharing my story, 
hopefully I can empower others to seek help 
and extricate themselves from abusive rela-
tionships. Everyone deserves to be loved void 
of violence, fear and physical harm.”

Benoist ended her note with a plea for oth-
er survivors to get help. “If you are in crisis and 
need assistance to find a safe way out, call the 
domestic violence hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE,” 
she wrote. Benoist also shared a link to future-
swithoutviolence.org, a non-profit organization 
which helps raise awareness about domestic vi-
olence and how to stop the cycle of abuse.

want ‘mardaani’ to be franchise that stands 
for tackling societal issues: rani mukerji

Mumbai, Nov 28 (PTI): Ac-
tor Rani Mukerji on Thurs-
day said she wants her 
“Mardaani” films to become 
a movie franchise that high-
lights social evils and keeps 
sparking conversations that 
bring attention to serious issues 
the country is dealing with.

The actor is looking for-
ward to her latest, “Mardaani 
2”, in which she reprises her 
role as police officer Shivani 
Shivaji Roy.

Directed and written by 
debutant filmmaker Gopi 
Puthran, the follow-up to the 
2014 film focuses on rape 
crimes by juveniles.

“We would want 
‘Mardaani’ to be a franchise 
that stands for tackling vari-
ous societal issues. While the 
first film spoke about child 
trafficking, ‘Mardaani 2’ takes 
a stand against rapes and 
highlights the rise of violent 
crimes committed against ju-
veniles in India. Just today, I 

was shocked reading how a 
15 year old boy attacked and 
raped a 29 year old woman 
in the heart of my city,” Rani 
said in a statement.

The 41-year-old actor 
said such crimes are a “se-
rious threat that can’t be ig-
nored” and all precautions 
must be taken to protect 
women at all costs.

“’Mardaani’ series of films 
would stand for being a mir-
ror of society to educate, cre-
ate awareness and also leave 
a strong message for people 
to sit up and notice.

“Some films do have the 
responsibility to affect social 
change and our intention is 
that through all ‘Mardaani’ 
films we will try and bring 
out the hard reality, the 
threat that looms large next 
to us,” she added.

Produced by Yash Raj 
Films, “Mardaani 2” is 
scheduled for release on 
December 13.


