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COVID death toll reaches 51 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Oct: 

The COVID-19 related 
death toll has crossed 

the 50-mark in the State 
and stands at 51 with 
two deaths reported in 
Sikkim on Wednesday. A 
32-year-old female from 
Lower Rongong in North 
Sikkim and a 34-year-old 
ITBP personnel posted in 
North Sikkim lost their 
lives today.

In the daily health 
bulletin on Wednesday, 
Health Department State 
IEC Officer, Sonam G 
Bhutia mentioned that a 
32-year-old female from 
Lower Rongong in North 
Sikkim, who had tested 
positive in RT-PCR on 03 
October and was admit-
ted in the COVID ICU of 
STNM hospital, passed 
away at around 2 PM this 
afternoon. 

He informed that the 
patient was undergoing 
treatment in a nursing 
home at Siliguri and was 
also on ventilator. The 
family had brought her 
back to Sikkim and she 
was found positive for 
COVID-19 in RT-PCR test-

ing. He added that she 
had comorbid conditions 
of sepsis, pneumonia 
with respiratory distress 
and TB meningitis.

Likewise, Mr Bhutia 
informed that a 34-year-
old ITBP personnel from 
Maharashtra who was 
posted in North Sikkim 
was brought to STNM 
hospital this morning 
and was admitted in the 

ICU facility but he passed 
away at around 3:45 
PM this afternoon. He 
mentioned that the pa-
tient had COVID induced 
pneumonia and respira-
tory distress.

In the meantime, 
18 fresh cases of novel 
coronavirus have been 
reported in the State in 
the last 24 hours taking 
the total number of con-

firmed cases of COVID-19 
reported so far to 3234 in 
Sikkim.  

The figure of dis-
charged patients of 
COVID-19 in the State 
has improved to 2534 
with the discharge of 14 
more patients from isola-
tion facilities. At present, 
there are 570 active cas-
es of novel coronavirus in 
the State, in which eight 

are currently admitted in 
the ICU facility of STNM 
hospital.

All 18 new cases of 
novel coronavirus in the 
State were found in rapid 
antigen testing of 48 sam-
ples on Tuesday. There 
was no RT-PCR testing on 
Tuesday as VRD Lab has 
been contained, while all 
eight samples tested by 
TrueNat reported nega-

tive for COVID-19. 
Out of 18 new cases, 

17 have been reported 
in East District and 01 in 
South District.

While giving details 
of new cases, Mr Bhutia 
mentioned that one per-
son from Boomtar Nam-
chi in South District test-
ed positive for COVID-19. 
He informed that two 
staff of Singtam District 
Hospital were also found 
COVID-19 positive. 

He added that sam-
ples of a person from 
above Tamang Gumpa in 
Development Area, one 
from near Enchey Mon-
astery in Chandmari, 
one from opposite SBC 
on Tadong School road, 
two from near Puspha 
Garage in Development 
Area, two from Daraga-
on, one from Deorali, one 
from DPH Area, one from 
Joredhara and two from 
Ranipool were also found 
COVID-19 positive.  

Mr Bhutia informed 
that one person from 
Rhenock and one from 
Chujachen also tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
RAT.

COVID-19 cases in India climb to 67,57,131 Col. DN Bhutia appointed 
Director STNM Hospital

Mainline taxi and bus fare revised, again

Services of temporary 
employees extended till 31 Dec

AAP demands removal of UP women's 
commission chief over her silence in Hathras case
Noida (UP), Oct 7 
(PTI): Aam Aadmi Par-
ty workers in Gautam 
Buddh Nagar have ques-
tioned the silence of 
Uttar Pradesh Wom-
en's Commission chief 
Vimla Batham over the 
Hathras case and de-
manded her removal 
from the post.

Around 50 AAP work-
ers, including district 
unit president Bhupen-

dra Jaduan, on Tuesday 
tried to gherao Batham's 
residence here over the 
issue but were stopped 
midway by police, party 
office-bearers said.

The AAP workers, 
who had started a march 
from the ISCKON tem-
ple in Sector 33 to her 
house nearby, submitted 
to police a memorandum 
addressed to UP Gov-
ernor Anandiben Patel, 

demanding Batham's re-
moval in the wake of the 
death of a 19-year-old 
Dalit woman after an al-
leged gangrape and over 
crimes against women in 
the state.

Cases of rape with 
women and girls are 
emerging in the state ev-
ery day. They are not safe 
in Uttar Pradesh. The 
state's women commis-
sion chief Vimla Batham 

has not spoken a single 
word on these issues de-
spite serious incidents 
in Hathras, Balrampur, 
Bulandshahr, etc, she has 
not gone to meet the vic-
tim's families also, stated 
the memorandum.

Looking at the in-
activity of the women's 
commission chief, we de-
mand her removal from 
the post, the memoran-
dum stated.

New Delhi, Oct 7 (PTI) India's 
COVID-19 tally of cases climbed 
to 67.57 lakh with 72,049 new 
cases in a day, while 57,44,693 
people have recuperated so far 
pushing the national recovery 
rate to 85.02 per cent on Wednes-
day, according to the Union 
Health Ministry data.

The total coronavirus cases 
mounted to 67,57,131, while the 
death toll climbed to 1,04,555 
with the novel coronavirus virus 
claiming 986 lives in a span of 24 
hours in the country, the data up-
dated at 8 am showed.

The COVID-19 case fatality 
rate has further declined to 1.55 
per cent.

There are 907883 active cas-
es of coronavirus infection in the 
country which comprises 13.44 
per cent of the total caseload, the 
data stated.

According to the ICMR, a cu-
mulative total of 8,22,71,654 
samples have been tested up to 
October 6 with 11,99,857 sam-
ples being tested on Tuesday.

India's COVID-19 tally had 
crossed the 20-lakh mark on Au-
gust 7, 30 lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and it went 
past 50 lakh on September 15.

India's COVID-19 cases 
jumped from 10 lakh to 20 lakh 

in 21 days. Then it took 16 more 
days to race past 30 lakh, 13 days 
more to cross the 40-lakh mark, 
11 days to go past 50 lakh and 12 
days to cross 60 lakh.

It took 110 days for the 
COVID-19 cases in the country to 
reach one lakh while it had taken 
59 days more to go past the 10-
lakh post.

Of the 986 fresh deaths, 370 
are from Maharashtra, 91 from 
Karnataka, 71 from Tamil Nadu, 
63 from West Bengal, 61 from 
Uttar Pradesh, 39 from Delhi, 38 
from Punjab, 33 from Andhra 
Pradesh, 25 each from Madhya 
Pradesh and Kerala, 23 from 
Chhattisgarh and 18 each from 
Haryana and Assam.

Sixteen fatalities have been 
reported each from Odisha 
and Jammu and Kashmir, 15 
from Rajasthan, 10 each from 
Jharkhand and Gujarat, eight 
each from Uttarakhand, Telan-
gana and Goa, five from Him-
achal Pradesh, three each from 
Sikkim, Puducherry, Manipur 
and Chandigarh and one each 
from Meghalaya, Bihar and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Of the total 1,04,555 deaths, 
Maharashtra has reported the 
maximum at 38,717 followed 
by 9,917 in Tamil Nadu, 9,461 

in Karnataka, 6,153 in Ut-
tar Pradesh, 6,052 in Andhra 
Pradesh, 5,581 in Delhi, 5,318 
in West Bengal, 3,679 in Punjab 
and 3,519 in Gujarat.

So far, 2488 people have 
died of COVID-19 in Madhya 
Pradesh, 1,574 in Rajasthan, 
1509 in Haryana, 1268 in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, 1189 from Tel-
angana, 1104 in Chhattisgarh, 
940 in Odisha, 925 in Bihar, 884 
in Kerala, 778 in Assam, 757 in 
Jharkhand, and 677 in Uttara-
khand.

Puducherry has registered 
546 fatalities, Goa 468, Tripura 
301, Chandigarh 180, Himach-
al Pradesh 229, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands 54, Manipur 
78, Ladakh 61, Meghalaya 60, 
Arunachal Pradesh 20, Sikkim 
49, Nagaland 17 and Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman and 
Diu two.

The health ministry stressed 
that more than 70 per cent of 
the deaths occurred due to co-
morbidities.

"Our figures are being recon-
ciled with the Indian Council of 
Medical Research," the ministry 
said on its website, adding that 
state-wise distribution of figures 
is subject to further verification 
and reconciliation.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Oct:

Col. [Rtd] DN Bhutia, 
Secretary, Rajya Sain-

ik Board, Gangtok has 
been given additional 
charge of Director, STNM 
Hospital, Sochakgang 
with immediate effect, 
as per an office order is-
sued by the Department 
of Personnel today. 

He will hold the 
charge of Director, STNM 
Hospital till completion 

of his tenure as Secretary, 
Rajya Sainik Board, Gang-
tok. Col. Bhutia will look 
after the administrative 
and financial matters of 
STNM Hospital, and co-
ordinate with Medical 
Superintendent, STNM 
Hospital who shall look 
after the management of 
Medical Operation.

Both of them will re-
port to Principal Secre-
tary/DG-cum-Secretary, 
Health Department.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Oct:

The Transport Depart-
ment has revised the 

fare for taxis and buses 
for the third time in the 
last week. 

In an order issued to-
day, the department has 
revised the fare for main-
line taxis [J series] from 
double the existing rate to 
1.8 times the existing rate. 

The fare for Stage Carriage 
[buses] has also been 
changed from double to 
1.8 the existing rate.

However, the fare for 
local taxis has not been 
changed and remains 1.3 
times the existing rate. 
The fare for luxury ve-
hicles [Z series] has also 
not been changed and 
remains 1.4 times the ex-
isting rate.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Oct:

In an office memorandum 
issued on Tuesday, the 

Department of Personnel 
has said that proposals 
submitted by Departments 
relating to extension of ser-
vice of temporary employ-
ees are not in accordance 
with the guidelines and time 
frame circulated vide an of-
fice memorandum issued 
on 29 June 2020. 

In view of the “hard-
ships” this could cause to 
temporary employees, the 
government has extended 
services of temporary em-
ployees till 31 Dec 2020. 

However, the memo also 
states that, “PAOs shall en-
sure that specific approval 

of government for extension 
of service is obtained before 
releasing salaries/wages ef-
fective from 1st Jan 2021.”

Meanwhile, in a circu-
lar issued on Tuesday, the 
DoP has also asked heads 
of departments to depute 
any officer or any other des-
ignated personnel to follow 
up the files regarding exten-
sion of temporary employ-
ees working under their re-
spective departments. The 
circular also mentions that 
temporary employees visit-
ing the Department of Per-
sonnel for their files regard-
ing extension of temporary 
services is obstructing staff 
from performing their du-
ties and leading to crowding 
in the DoP.  

After 28 days, Rhea 
Chakraborty steps out of jail

Mumbai, Oct 7 (PTI): The Bombay High Court 
on Wednesday granted bail to actor Rhea 
Chakraborty in a drugs case related to her boy-
friend Sushant Singh Rajput's death.

The court rejected the argument that celeb-
rities deserve specially harsh treatment in such 
cases so as to `send out a message'.

After spending 28 days in jail, Rhea stepped 
out of the Byculla women's prison here around 
5.30 pm amid a scrum of mediapersons.

While granting her bail on a personal bond 
of Rs one lakh, the court asked the actor to ap-
pear before the Mumbai police for 10 days and 
before the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB, which 
had arrested her) once a month for the next six 
months.

Justice Sarang Kotwal of the HC also granted 
bail to Rajput's domestic aides Dipesh Sawant 
and Samuel Miranda, but rejected the bail plea of 
Rhea' brother Showik Chakraborty.

The court also rejected the bail plea of al-
leged drug peddler Abdel Basit Parihar.

The HC observed in its order that Rhea did 
not have any criminal antecedents, and it was 
unlikely that she would tamper with evidence or 
affect the probe while out on bail.

Rhea, however, can't leave Mumbai without 
the NCB's permission and for traveling outside 
the country, she will need permission from the 
special NDPS court here, the HC said.

The NCB has charged Rhea under the strin-
gent Section 27-A of the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS) Act that pertains 
to "financing and harbouring illegal drug traf-
ficking". It entails imprisonment up to 10 years 
in prison and a bar on the grant of bail.

The HC said simply paying for a particular 
drug transaction does not qualify as financing 
drug traffic.

"The allegations against the applicant of 
spending money in procuring drugs for Sushant 
Singh Rajput will not, therefore, mean that she 
had financed illicit traffic," the court said.

It also noted that harbouring an offender as 
described under the Act would mean providing 
money for that person's drug consumption while 
also giving him shelter and food.

Rajput, for whom Rhea allegedly procured 
drugs, had no apprehension of arrest and there-
fore, the charge of harbouring too could not be 
applied, it said.

The court also dismissed the argument that 
Rhea's bail be rejected to `send out a strong mes-
sage' to society.

"The learned ASG (additional solicitor gener-
al) had argued that celebrities and role models 
should be treated harshly so that it sets an exam-
ple for the young generation...

I do not agree," Justice Kotwal said.
"Everybody is equal before law. No celebrity 

or role model enjoys any special privilege before 
the court of law.

Similarly, such person also does not incur any 
special liability when he faces law in the courts," 
he said. The HC, however, rejected the bail plea of 
Rhea's brother Showik.

"The applicant (Showik) was facilitating pro-
curement of drugs from one party for supplying 
them to Sushant Singh Rajput. He was clearly 
involved in illicit trafficking or illegal trade of 
drugs," the court said.

"The applicant appears to be an important 
link in the chain of drug dealers. He was in touch 
with different dealers.

He had monetary transactions with the," the 
court said.

Justice Kotwal also held that a detailed in-
terpretation of the NDPS Act and previous judg-
ments of the Supreme Court showed that all 
offences under the Act were non-bailable. Also, 
section 27-A can be invoked even if quantity of 
the drug is not "commercial", the judge said.

However, in Rhea's case, since there was no fi-
nancing or harbouring (of drugs or its consumers), 
Section 27-A could not be applied, the HC said.

Granting bail to Miranda and Dipesh Sawant, 
the court said they had simply procured or col-
lected drugs on directions of Rajput or Rhea.

Rhea's lawyer Satish Maneshinde said that 
"truth and justice have prevailed". "The hound-
ing and witch-hunt by three central agencies--
the CBI, ED and NCB --of Rhea should come to 
an end. We remain committed to truth," he said.

Rajput, 34, was found hanging at his apart-
ment in suburban Bandra on June 14. After a 
case of alleged abetment of suicide was regis-
tered against Rhea by Rajput's parents, a parallel 
probe into alleged drug procurement by her also 
began on the basis of her WhatsApp chats.



2 SummitTIMES | 08 October 2020 SikkimSCAN

to book  advertisements in 
SummitTimes

call 03592-208698 9734152541
9647102692

advertise@summittimes.com

CONTACT
SUMMIT TIMES

REPORTERS 
SINGTAM

8170070813
MANGAN/ DIKCHU

9832612485/
9434011213

GANGTOK
9800571148
8116388176
9832424750 
8016270440

 

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by 
45 square feet near smile land below apica gar-
den . Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

Building for sale 
A two storey building constructed on plot area 
50×40 ft. Situated at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
, South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 Lakhs (Ne-
gotiable ). Interested may contact : 8145829309, 
7864937800, 9749897695.

Now, a Jan Andolan for COVID-19 
appropriate behaviour

New Delhi, 07 Oct [PIB]: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will launch a Campaign tomor-
row on 08 October, 2020 by 
way of a Tweet on Jan Andolan 
for COVID-19 Appropriate Be-
haviour.

The campaign will be 
launched in view of the upcom-
ing festivals and winter season 
as well as the opening up of the 
economy.

The campaign will be 
launched with the aim to en-
courage People’s Participation 
(Jan Andolan). It endeavours 

to be a Low Cost High Intensity 
Campaign with the Key Messag-
es of 'Wear Mask, Follow Physi-
cal Distancing, Maintain Hand 
Hygiene'

A COVID-19 Pledge will be 
taken by all. A Concerted Action 
Plan will be implemented by 
Central Government Ministries/ 
Departments and State Govern-
ments/ Union Territories with 
the following highlights:

-	 Region- specific target-
ed communication in 
high case-load districts.

-	 Simple and easily un-

derstandable messages 
to reach every citizen

-	 Dissemination through-
out the country using 
all media platforms

-	 Banners and Posters at 
public places; involving 
Frontline workers and 
Targeting Beneficiaries 
of Government Schemes

-	 Hoardings/ wall paint-
ings/ electronic display 
boards in government 
premises

-	 Involvement of Local 
and National influenc-

ers to drive home the 
message

-	 Running mobile vans 
for regular awareness 
generation

-	 Audio messages; pam-
phlets/ brochures on 
awareness

-	 Seeking support of Lo-
cal Cable Operators for 
running COVID messag-
es

-	 Coordinated media 
campaign across plat-
forms for effective out-
reach and impact.

SDF accuses SKM of 
breaking COVID protocol

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Oct: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has alleged that 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha conducted a meeting 
without following social 
distancing protocol with 
hundreds of people on 
Tuesday at Gyalshing in 
West Sikkim. 

The party further 
alleges that conducting 
such a meeting with huge 
crowd is playing with the 
health of the people of 
Sikkim when the novel 
coronavirus infection is 

increasing in the State.  
In a press release, SDF 

has strongly criticized and 
condemned such practice 
by SKM when 49 persons 
have already lost their 
lives to the infection. The 
release further alleges 
that such practice reveals 
weak leadership and in-
discipline within the par-
ty and its government.

The release has also 
asked the ruling gov-
ernment to give details 
about the relief sent by 
the Centre for the people 
of Sikkim.

Kyrgyzstan annuls parliamentary 
election results amid unrest

Ukraine include retired goalkeeper, 
45, in squad to face France

Kiev, 10 Oct (Reuters): Ukraine have 
included 45-year-old retired goal-
keeper Oleksandr Shovkovskiy in the 
squad for Wednesday’s friendly against 
France after three other keepers tested 
positive for COVID-19, the country’s 
football federation (UAF) said.

Shovkovskiy, who retired in 2016 
and has made around 90 appearances 
for Ukraine, is currently assistant to 
head coach Andriy Shevchenko.

The UAF said in a statement that he is 
in “good physical shape” and will provide 
emergency backup to Georgiy Bushchan, 
currently their only fit goalkeeper.

Shakhtar Donetsk goalkeeper An-
driy Pyatov, along with midfielder Taras 
Stepanenko, both missed the trip to Par-
is after testing positive for COVID-19.

On Tuesday, the UAF said that goal-
keepers Andriy Lunin and Yuriy Pankiv 
had also tested positive.

Moscow, Oct 7 (AP): 
Officials in Kyrgyzstan 
on Tuesday nullified the 
results of a weekend par-
liamentary election after 
mass protests erupted in 
the capital of Bishkek and 
other cities, with opposi-
tion supporters seizing 
government buildings 
overnight and demand-
ing a new vote.

Hundreds of people 
were injured, one fatally.

Members of several 
opposition parties an-
nounced plans to oust 
the president and form 
a new government in the 
Central Asian country.

The decision to can-
cel the results of Sun-
day's vote was made to 
prevent tension, Central 
Election Commission 
head Nurzhan Shaildabe-
kova told the Interfax 
news agency.

Protests broke out in 
Bishkek and elsewhere 
after authorities an-
nounced early returns in 
favor of two parties, one 
of which is said be close-
ly aligned with President 
Sooronbai Jeenbekov 
and another linked to a 
former top customs of-
ficial, amid reports of 
vote-buying and other 
election fraud.

The country of 6.5 
million, one of the poor-
est to emerge from the 
former Soviet Union, is 
strategically located on 
the border with China 
and once was home to a 
US air base that was used 
for refueling and logistics 
for the war in Afghani-
stan.

Kyrgyzstan also hosts 
a Russian air base and 
maintains close ties with 
Moscow. Supporters of a 
dozen opposition parties 
took to the streets Mon-
day, demanding a new 
election.

Police dispersed 
crowds with water can-
nons, tear gas and flash 
grenades. About 590 
people were injured and 
one person was killed, 
the Interfax news agency 
reported, citing Kyrgyz-
stan's Health Ministry.

The violent crack-
down failed to halt the 
unrest, however, and 
protesters broke into 
the government complex 
that houses both parlia-
ment and the president's 
office.

A fire broke out in 
the parliament building 
but was quickly extin-
guished, and local media 
reported some offices 
were looted.

Other protesters 
went to Kyrgyzstan's 
State Committee of Na-
tional Security, demand-
ing to free former Presi-
dent Almazbek Atamba-
yev, who was convicted 
on corruption charges 
earlier this year and sen-
tenced to over 11 years 
in prison.

Security officers 
freed Atambayev after 
negotiations with the 
protesters. Members of 
several opposition par-
ties announced plans to 
oust Jeenbekov and form 
a new government.

We intend to seek the 
dismissal of Sooronbai 
Jeenbekov from his post, 
Maksat Mamytkanov, a 
member of the Chon Ka-
zat party, told Interfax, 
adding that opposition 
parties also insist on 
adopting a new constitu-
tion.

Zhanar Akayev of the 
Ata Meken opposition 
party was quoted by the 
Kyrgyz service of Ra-
dio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty as saying that a 
new prime minister and 
the people's government 
need to be appointed," 
and then a popular elec-
tion needs to be held.

Lawmakers later 
announced a candidate 
for prime minister and 
parliament speaker, al-
though it was unclear 
whether the moves were 
legal under the constitu-
tion.

Jeenbekov urged op-
position leaders to calm 
their supporters down 
and take them away from 
the streets.

I call on all (political) 
forces to put the fate of 
the country above their 
political ambitions and 
return to (acting) within 
the law, he said.

Several opposition 

parties formed what 
they called a coordina-
tion council to facilitate a 
transition of power, while 
several others refused to 
recognize the council as 
a legitimate body repre-
senting the opposition.

The mayors of Bish-
kek and Jalal-Abad, the 
country's third-largest 
city, resigned.

The country's Fi-
nance Ministry issued a 
statement on its website, 
saying that it recognised 
the power of the people 
and halted all of its fi-
nancial operations until 
further notice from the 
legitimate authorities.

Parliament an-
nounced an emergency 
session to discuss the cri-
sis. Local media reported 
that lawmakers failed to 
get a quorum, but a few 
dozen of them gathered 
anyway and, with proxy 
votes from other law-
makers, approved new 
appointments to some 
top government posts.

They announced the 
resignation of Prime 
Minister Kubatbek Bor-
onov and gave prelimi-
nary approval to Sadyr 
Zhaparov, a former law-
maker released from 
prison overnight, as his 
replacement.

They also named 
Myktybek Abdyldayev as 
the new speaker of par-
liament. Abdyldayev lat-
er said Zhaparov's can-
didacy is to be approved 
by parliament after he 
presents his proposals 
for a new cabinet as well 
as his policies.

Boronov himself 
hasn't made any state-
ments about resigning 
yet, and it wasn't im-
mediately clear if the 
changes by the lawmak-
ers were legal. Jeenbekov 
also hasn't commented 
on the moves, saying in 
an interview released 
Tuesday evening only 
that he was ready for 
talks with the opposition 
as a legitimate president.

Webinar to discuss "Current 
Economic Issues in India"

Chennai, Oct 7 (PTI): 
Economic experts will 
participate in a webinar 
titled "Current Economic 
Issues in India," on Oc-
tober 8 and extensively 
talk on matters including 
changes in the country's 
tax norms, the Consul-
ate General of Republic 
of Korea here said on 
Wednesday.

The webinar will be 
chaired by Consul Gen-
eral Young- seup Kwon 
and around 100 compa-
nies will participate in 
the webinar, an official 
release said.

"The Consulate Gen-
eral of Republic of Korea 
is delighted to make an 
announcement about the 
upcoming webinar on 
Current Economic Issues 
in India in collaboration 
with Korea Trade-Invest-
ment Promotion Agency 

(KOTRA)" on October 8, 
it said.

"In the webinar, eco-
nomic experts will pres-
ent on the current and 
future economic trends 
in India and extensive 
range of topics includ-
ing changes in Indian tax 
norms, custom clearance, 
duty policy and exchange 
rates after COVID19 pan-
demic and Tamil Nadu's 
latest incentive pro-
gram," it said.

According to Depu-
ty Consul General Hong 
Yup Lee, the webinar will 
be "timely and ideal," as 
many promising Kore-
an investors are looking 
for possible location for 
their new factories which 
are expected to move 
from China and other 
countries for various rea-
sons including geo-eco-
nomic risks.

Union Cabinet approves 
MoU between ZSI & iBOL

New Delhi, Oct 7 (PTI): 
The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing between India's 
Zoological Survey of In-
dia (ZSI) and Canada's 
not-for-profit organisa-
tion International Bar-
code of Life (iBOL).

The Union Cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi gave its 
nod to the MoU, which was 
signed in June, 2020 be-
tween ZSI, a subordinate 
organization under Min-
istry of Environment, and 
iBOL, a statement said.

ZSI and iBOL have 
come together to further 
efforts in DNA barcoding, 
a methodology for rapid-
ly and accurately identi-
fying species by sequenc-

ing a short segment of 
standardized gene regions 
and comparing individual 
sequences to a reference 
database, it said.

iBOL is a research al-
liance involving nations 
that have committed 
both human and finan-
cial resources to enable 
expansion of the global 
reference database, the 
development of infor-
matics platforms, and/or 
the analytical protocols 
needed to use the refer-
ence library to inventory, 
assess, and describe bio-
diversity.

The MoU will enable 
ZSI to participate in glob-
al level programmes like 
Bioscan and Planetary 
Biodiversity Mission, it 
added.

Mumbai adds 
record 2,848 
new COVID-19 
cases; 46 die
Mumbai, Oct 7 (PTI): 
Mumbai on Wednesday 
reported the highest sin-
gle-day spike of 2,848 
new COVID-19 cases, tak-
ing the total count of in-
fections to 2,19,938, the 
Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) 
said.

With 46 fatalities, the 
cumulative toll went up 
to 9,245, it said.

The previous record 
spike of 2,654 cases in 
Mumbai was reported on 
September 30.

The daily number of 
new cases in the last two 
days remained below 
1,900, after reporting 
over 2,100 infections for 
five consecutive days ear-
lier.

Notably, the BMC has 
also crossed the mile-
stone of conducting 12 
lakh tests on Wednesday.

Mumbai's case re-
covery rate is 83 per 
cent now, the BMC said, 
adding that the num-
ber of recoveries stood 
at 1,83,742 with 2,257 
people being allowed to 
go home in the last 24 
hours.

The city's average 
growth rate of cases is 
1.04 per cent while the 
average doubling rate 
is 67 days. The number 
of active cases stands at 
24,783, it said.

Meghalaya 
reports 128 
new COVID-19 
cases, tally 
7,165
Shillong, Oct 7 (PTI): 
At least 128 people test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
in Meghalaya on Wednes-
day, pushing the tally to 
7,165, a senior health de-
partment official said.

East Khasi Hills, of 
which state capital Shil-
long is a part, continues 
to be the worst-affect-
ed region with 72 new 
cases. The district has 
1,693 active cases, and 
recorded 55 of the total 
60 coronavirus fatalities 
in the northeastern state, 
Health Services director 
Aman War said.

Ri Bhoi accounted for 
33 new cases, followed 
by West Garo Hills at 11. 
Four cases were regis-
tered in East Garo Hills, 
two each in West Jain-
tia Hills and East Jaintia 
Hills, and one in North 
Garo Hills.

Altogether 88 pa-
tients were found to have 
been cured of the viral 
infection on Wednes-
day, increasing the total 
number of recoveries to 
4,694.

Meghalaya current-
ly has 2,411 cases, War 
said.

As many as 1.64 lakh 
samples have been sent 
for testing so far, he add-
ed.

Highest single-day 
spike of 10,947 

cases in Karnataka

Bengaluru,Oct 7 (PTI): 
Karnataka on Wednes-
day reported its highest 
single-day spike of over 
10,900 COVID-19 cases 
and 113 fatalities, taking 
the total number of infec-
tions to 6,68,652 and the 
toll to 9,574.

The day also saw 
9,832 patients getting 
discharged after recov-
ery and the active cases 
stood at 1,16,153, the 
health department said.

The number of sam-
ples tested in the state 
crossed the 55 lakh 
mark. On Wednesday a 
total of 1,04,348 tests 
were done, taking the cu-
mulative to 55,24,302.

Out of the 10,947 cas-
es reported on Wednes-
day, 5,000 were from 
Bengaluru Urban alone.

The previous biggest 
single-day spike was re-
corded on September 29 
with 10,453 cases.

C u m u l a t i v e l y 
6,68,652 COVID-19 posi-
tive cases have been con-
firmed in the state, which 
includes 9,574 deaths 
and 5,42,906 discharges, 
the department said in 
its bulletin.

Of the active cases, 
1,15,312 patients are 
stable in isolation at des-
ignated hospitals, while 
841 are in Intensive Care 
Units.

Amid a spike in cases, 
Chief Minister B S Yedi-
yurappa on Thursday 

will chair a meeting with 
Deputy Commissioners, 
Zilla Panchayat CEOs, Po-
lice Superintendents and 
District Health officers 
of 10 districts that have 
high positive cases.

Bengaluru Urban re-
corded 55 of the total 
of 113 deaths, followed 
by Mysuru (9), Dakshi-
na Kannada and Uttara 
Kannada (7), Hassan 
and Tumakuru (5), Kolar 
(4), Bagalkote and Ra-
managara (3), Bengaluru 
Rural, Dharwad, Haveri 
and Udupi (2), and Be-
lagavi, Bidar, Chamara-
janagara, Chikkamagalu-
ru, Kalaburagi, Kodagu 
and Vijayapura (1).

Most of the deceased 
were either with a histo-
ry of Severe Acute Respi-
ratory Infection (SARI) 
or Influenza-like illness 
(ILI), the bulletin said.

Among the districts 
where new cases were 
reported, Bengaluru Ur-
ban accounted for 5,000, 
Mysuru 979, Hassan 471, 
Uttara Kannada 462, 
Dakshina Kannada 447, 
Ballari 258, Tumakuru 
250, Chitradurga 217, 
Udupi 209, Mandya 207, 
followed by others.

Bengaluru Urban 
topped districts in both 
positive cases and dis-
charges -- 2,62,241 and 
2,00,426.

Mysuru has 39,590 
positive cases and Bal-
lari, 33,515. 
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH 
VISUAL DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN) 

(Department of Disability Affairs, Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. Of India) 
116, Rajpur Road, Dehradun 248001, Uttarakhand.  

Website: www.nivh.gov.in, Phone no : 0135-2744491, 2744578 
 

 
         Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for filling up the following contractual 
posts for Composite Regional Centre For Skill Development, Rehabilitation & Empowerment Of 
Persons With Disabilities, (CRC), Sikkim, Assam Lingzey P.S. Ranipool, Gangtok, East Sikkim 
on purely temporary basis.  Applications should reach the Director of the Institute at the above 
address. The Last date for receipt of application is 09.10.2020 in the enclosed format.  
 

           "Application of candidate found ineligible in scrutiny of application for 

the post of Sl.No (2), (3) & (4) need not apply." 
  

1. Name of Post  : Asst. Professor (Clinical Psychology) (Consultant) For 11 Months  
Emoluments : Rs. 55,000/- P.M. with no other allowances.  
 
Essential Qualifications :-  
i. M.Phil in Clinical or Rehabilitation Psychology (Full Time Course) recognized by 

RCI. 
ii. Registration with RCI. 
iii. Minimum 5 years of experience in teaching /research in the field of rehabilitation. 
 
Desirable:-  
i. Ph.D in related field of rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities.  

 
 

2. Name of Post  : Lecturer (Occupational Therapy) (Consultant) For 11 Months 
Emoluments : Rs. 50,000/- P.M. with no other allowances.  
 
Essential Qualifications :-  
i. Master's in Occupational Therapy with Specialization in Orthopaedics/ Paediatrics/ 

Neurology/ Developmental Disorder/ Mental health/ Rehabilitation from a 
recognized Institute (Full Time) 

ii. Minimum 3 years of experience in teaching/research in the field of rehabilitation. 
 
Desirable:-   

i. Possessing any RCI Recognized Qualification. 
 

 
3. Name of Post  : Workshop Supervisor –Cum- Storekeeper (Consultant) For 11 Months 

Emoluments : Rs. 25,000/- P.M. with no other allowances.  
 
Essential Qualifications :-  
 
i. 10+2 or equivalent qualification. 
ii. Diploma /Certificate in Prosthetics & Orthotics. 
iii. Minimum 2 years of experience in the concerned area. 

 
 

4. Name of Post  : Typist Clerk (Consultant) For 11 Months 
Emoluments : Rs. 20,000/- P.M. with no other allowances.  
 
Essential Qualifications :-  
i. Higher Secondary (10+2) or equivalent. 
ii. Typing Speed 35wpm. With computer knowledge. 
iii. Minimum 2 years relevant experience. 

 
1. The Selection will be based on Online interview. 

 
GENERAL CONDITIONS  
 

1. Neat and Clean application should be submitted giving full particulars as asked in the 
advertisement. 

2. Applications must invariably be accompanied with attested copies of certificates, degrees, 
mark sheets, testimonials in support of qualifications, age and experience failing which 
application will be rejected straitway. No query will be entertained after receipt of 
application. 

3. Eligible candidates serving Central/State Government, Public Sector undertaking 
Autonomous bodies must send their applications through proper channel if applicable. 

4. This Institute will not be responsible for the matter/contents of   
Advertisement published in any other news papers except Sikkim Express, Prajashakti, 
Sikkim Herald, Asomiya Praditin Hindustan Times Delhi Edition & NIVH Website. 

5. The Director, NIEPVD Dehradun reserves the right to fill or not to fill the post(s) without 
assigning any reason thereof.  

 
      Director, NIEPVD, Dehradun  

To apply candidates need to download the form from website www.nivh.gov.in.
Issued in public interest by Social Justice and Welfare Department,Govt of Sikkim.

Another Kerala Minister 
tests positive for COVID-19

BJP asks Raj guv to review 
law and order situation

Cabinet approves cyber 
security pact with Japan

Delhi govt allows 
restaurants to operate 

round-the-clock

DGCA issues detailed refund 
guidelines after SC verdict

New Delhi, Oct 7 
(PTI): In a major relief 
to city restaurants amid 
COVID-19 outbreak, the 
Delhi government on 
Wednesday said they will 
be allowed to operate 
round-the-clock and the 
requirement of tourism 
licenses will be removed.

Setting an example of 
Delhi Model' of ease of 
doing business, the gov-
ernment also announced 
other measures such as 
initiation of a process to 
abolish police licenses 
and health trade licens-
es from local bodies for 
restaurants, an official 
statement said.

The decisions were 
taken at a meeting 
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal. The 
meeting was also attend-
ed by restaurants owners 
of the national capital.

The government said 
such steps will help the 
industry generate more 
employment in the city 
through higher demand, 
adding that this will set 
an example for the Delhi 
Model of ease of doing 
business.

"On the request of 

restaurateurs to allow 
24x7 business, it was 
agreed that the restau-
rants will be allowed 
to operate at all hours 
subject to the condition 
that they submit an un-
dertaking that they will 
take care of the health 
and security of their en-
tire staff," the statement 
stated.

The chief minister 
also instructed that the 
health trade licenses is-
sued by municipal corpo-
rations to the restaurant 
industries be abolished 
within 10 days, it said.

During the meeting, 
the excise department 
agreed to review the ex-
isting policy of a 10 per 
cent automatic increase 
in the license fees every 
year.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia, who also 
attended the meeting, 
called for the restaurants 
to be able to pay their 
excise by March 31 from 
the existing deadline 
of February 28, and for 
them to make quarter-
ly license fee payments 
without any interest, the 
statement added.

New Delhi, Oct 7 (PTI): 
Aviation regulator DGCA 
issued detailed guide-
lines on Wednesday re-
garding a refund of the 
ticket price for the flights 
cancelled amid the coro-
navirus-triggered lock-
down.

The guidelines came 
six days after the Su-
preme Court directed 
that a full and imme-
diate refund should be 
given to passengers for 
the air tickets cancelled 
between March 25 and 
May 24. No domestic 
passenger flights operat-
ed in the country in this 
period.

The top court had, on 
October 1, also passed 
directions about the re-
fund and credit shell for-
mation for the bookings 
and cancellations done 

during the other time 
periods around the lock-
down.

Based on the court 
order, the DGCA catego-
rised passengers in three 
categories -- those who 
booked tickets between 
March 25 and May 24 
for travelling within the 
same period, those who 
booked tickets prior to 
March 25 but the travel 
period was till May 24, 
those who booked tickets 
anytime but for a journey 
post May 24.

The regulator said 
the passengers belonging 
to the first category must 
be given a full refund by 
the airline concerned for 
the tickets cancelled.

The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) said the airlines 
should "make all endeav-

ours" to refund the pas-
sengers belonging to the 
second category within 
15 days.

"If on account of fi-
nancial stress, any air-
line/airlines are not able 
to do so, they shall pro-
vide a credit shell equal 
to the amount of fare 
collected (to the passen-
ger)," it added

The passengers 
can then use the credit 
shells to book any ticket 
by March 31, 2021, the 
DGCA noted.

Those belonging to 
the third category will be 
given a refund in accor-
dance with the existing 
DGCA rules.

The Indian aviation 
industry has been hit 
hard due to the corona-
virus pandemic and as a 
result, all airlines in the 

country have opted for 
cost-cutting measures 
such as layoffs, leave 
without pay for the em-
ployees etc.

Scheduled domestic 
passenger flight services 
resumed in the country 
after a gap of two months 
on May 25. Currently, 
airlines are permitted to 
operate only up to 60 per 
cent of their pre-COVID 
domestic flights.

Scheduled interna-
tional passenger flights 
continue to remain sus-
pended in the country 
since March 23. Howev-
er, special international 
passenger flights have 
been operating under the 
Vande Bharat mission 
since May and under air 
bubble arrangements 
formed with various 
countries since July.

Jaipur, Oct 7 (PTI): The 
BJP on Wednesday sub-
mitted a memorandum 
to Rajasthan Governor 
Kalraj Mishra asking him 
to take note of the rising 
crime rate in the state 
and suggest measures to 
improve law and order 
situation.

A delegation, includ-
ing BJP state president 
Satish Poonia, Leader 
of the Opposition Gulab 
Chand Kataria, Deputy 
Leader of Opposition Ra-
jendra Rathore, MP Jas-
kaur Meena, State Gen-
eral Secretary and MLA 
Madan Dilawar, met Gov-
ernor Mishra.

Poonia alleged that in 
the last 20 months, the 
state government has 
completely failed on ev-
ery front.

"Economic mis-
management, unem-
ployment, not fulfilling 
promises made with the 
farmers and the crime 
also increased," he told 

reporters. From Decem-
ber 2018 to August 2020, 
over 4.35 lakh criminal 
cases under Indian Pe-
nal Code have been reg-
istered in various police 
stations of the state. Of 
these cases, 11,200 have 
been filed against Dalits, 
the BJP state chief said.

According to the 
report of the National 
Crime Records Bureau, 
Rajasthan ranks on top 
in crimes against women, 
which is unfortunate for 
the state, Poonia said.

"This clearly shows 
the poor law and or-
der management of the 
Ashok Gehlot govern-
ment," the BJP leader 
said.

Leader of Opposition 
Gulab Chand Kataria said 
cases of violence against 
women are increasing all 
over the state but Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
has still not taken a con-
crete step to strengthen 
law and order.

Thiruvananthapur-
am, Oct 7 (PTI): Kera-
la Power Minister MM 
Mani tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Wednes-
day, becoming the fourth 
member of the Pinarayi 
Viijayan cabinet to be af-
fected by the pathogen.

The 75-year old min-
ister, who himselfan-
nounced the develop-
ment through a Facebook 
post, has been admitted 
to the government Medi-
cal College Hospital here.

Mani requested all 

those who had come in 
contact with him in the 
past few days to be on 
guard.

Earlier, three min-
isters -- Thomas Isaac 
(Finance), E P Jayarajan 
(Industries) and V S Sunil 
Kumar (Agriculture) -- 
had tested positive for 
the coronavirus and all of 
them have recovered.

Kerala has been wit-
nessing a sharp spike in 
COVID-cases in recent 
weeks and its tally stood 
at 2,40,799 as of Tuesday.

New Delhi, Oct 7 (PTI): 
The union cabinet on 
Wednesday approved 
signing of an agreement 
with Japan that is aimed 
at enhancing coopera-
tion in emerging tech-
nologies, protection of 
critical infrastructure, 
cyberspace and to miti-
gate threats to commu-
nication networks, the 
government said.

It said India and Ja-
pan are committed to 
an "open, interoperable, 
free, fair, secure and re-
liable" cyberspace envi-
ronment and will work 
towards promoting the 
Internet as an engine of 
innovation and economic 
growth.

"The union cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has 
given its approval for 
signing a Memorandum 
of Cooperation (MoC) in 
the field of cybersecu-
rity between India and 
Japan," the government 
said in a statement.

The approval to 
the pact by the cabinet 
comes in the midst of 
growing concerns over 
cyber attacks from China, 
particularly after India 
banned over 100 mobile 
apps with Chinese links.

It said the MoC will 
enhance cooperation in 
the area of cyberspace 

and emerging technol-
ogies and provide for 
protection of critical in-
frastructure and sharing 
of information on cyber 
security threats and ma-
licious cyber activities as 
well as on best practices 
to counter them.

"India and Japan com-
mit to an open, interoper-
able, free, fair, secure and 
reliable cyberspace envi-
ronment and to promote 
the Internet as an engine 
of innovation, economic 
growth, and trade and 
commerce that would 
be consistent with their 
respective domestic laws 
and international obli-
gations, and with their 
wide-ranging strategic 
partnership," it said.

It said both sides, 
through the MoC, affirm 
cooperation in the inter-
national arena including 
in the United Nations.

The pact will also 
provide for sharing strat-
egies and best practices 
to promote the integrity 
of the supply chain of in-
formation and communi-
cation technology (ICT) 
products.

It will also strengthen 
the security of ICT infra-
structure through gov-
ernment-to-government 
and business-to-business 
cooperation, the govern-
ment said.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Reservations – Promoting 
Lethargy or Improving Access

Before the bouquet is increased, 
revisit why quotas were need

This section has discussed the issue of quotas and 
reservations often, but given the near obsessive 

pursuit with which such “protection” is chased after, 
talking on this theme is perhaps never too much. So 
here goes one more. But a qualifier first – this publi-
cation believes that protection by way of reservations 
is still required in our country where gross inequality 
forced by accidents of birth and offensive prejudice di-
rected against communities and regions still prevail. If 
anything, such extreme and irrationally hostile mind-
sets have seen a resurgence in recent years, reinforc-
ing stereotypes and foisting easy partisanship. That is 
the reality we live with, but occasionally, as citizens of 
a free and secular nation, we can occasionally also as-
pire for more ideal scenarios to eventually arrive into. 

This then, is as good a time as ever to delve into the 
near passionate ambition of all communities to get in-
cluded in some category or the other. We have in our 
country, quite a wide range of categories to choose 
from – there is the Scheduled Tribes list, the Schedule 
Caste recognition, the OBC, now even MBC and some 
years ago, Bihar introduced us to the EBC grouping – 
and one can rest assured that more such segregations 
will be dreamed up in the coming years as privileged 
communities which still dominate have someone made 
political currency out of their imagined persecution. It 
is that situation where the traditionally privileged, get 
frightened and feel threatened as more of the under-
dogs rise above the conditions of their birth through 
hard work and some hand-holding. To them, growing 
equality feels like oppression. Unfortunately, no one 
tells them otherwise because “reservation” has now 
become an aspiration that every citizen feels a right to 
aspire towards and has become an easy springboard to 
launch political careers from. 

So, why the categorizations?
Given the history that India had emerged from in 

1947, where caste alienation was extreme and tribals 
genuinely under-privileged and oppressed, a policy 
was required to overcome a legacy of injustice and to 
provide everyone in this country with a broad mea-
sure of equal opportunities. Since equal opportunities 
would not have been willingly granted and communi-
ties with centuries of oppression behind them could 
not be expected to benefit from an equal footing, reser-
vations were eked out. Over the years, the reservations 
were extended to include more communities and even 
women. The idea was to provide these communities 
with the first stepping stone to equality – access. Ac-
cess to education, to jobs, to positions of power and 
access to exposure. This target has been met relatively 
well and as far as access is concerned, a wide sweep 
has been achieved.

The obvious next step would have been to pull com-
munities which have benefited enough out of the re-
served categories and make more room for those com-
munities which still lag behind. This is easier said 
than done. For one, there is no easily quantifiable 
way to decide when a community has “developed” 
enough to make it on its own steam sans reservation, 
and for the other, there is the vote-bank politics in 
which saner decisions in genuine public good would 
be political hara-kiri. So, the nation is left with an 
ever overflowing baggage of reserved sections and 
shrinking opportunities. 

This is where the whole policy has failed. Instead 
of making people competitive with improved access, it 
has made them lazy with increased quotas. Little won-
der then that more and more communities want to fit 
into some category or the other. In fact, in the present 
times, when jobs are rare and competition even for ed-
ucation tough, it would be foolish for community lead-
ers not to work for a quota for their people. And so the 
demands keep pouring in. 

This is not to belittle the aspirations of any com-
munity to find a new grouping for itself, but just a sug-
gestion that maybe it is time the country and Sikkim 
paused to re-read the principles why reservations and 
special categories were first drafted, whether its ex-
pressed aims are being met or not, and also whether 
the people who genuinely deserve reservations are ac-
tually getting it or not in the first place.

Coronavirus: Is the cure worse than the 
disease? The most divisive question of 2020

How does being bilingual affect your brain? 
It depends on how you use language

DANNY DORLING
theconversation.com

In 1968, at the height of the last great influenza 
pandemic, at least a million people worldwide 

died, including 100,000 Americans. That year 
A.M.M. Payne, a professor of epidemiology at Yale 
University, wrote:

“In the conquest of Mount Everest anything 
less than 100% success is failure, but in most 
communicable diseases we are not faced with 
the attainment of such absolute goals, but rath-
er with trying to reduce the problem to tolerable 
levels, as quickly as possible, within the limits of 
available resources…”

That message is worth repeating because the 
schism between those seeking “absolute goals” 
versus those seeking “tolerable levels” is very 
much evident in the current pandemic. On Sep-
tember 21, the BMJ reported that opinion among 
UK scientists is divided as to whether it is better 
to focus on protecting those most at risk of severe 
COVID, or imposing lockdown for all.

One group of 40 scientists wrote a letter to the 
chief medical officers of the UK suggesting that 
they should aim to “suppress the virus across the 
entire population”.

In another letter, a group of 28 scientists sug-
gested that “the large variation in risk by age and 
health status suggests that the harm caused by 
uniform policies (that apply to all persons) will 
outweigh the benefits”. Instead, they called for 
a “targeted and evidence-based approach to the 
COVID-19 policy response”.

A week later, science writer Stephen Buranyi 
wrote a piece for the Guardian arguing that the 
positions in the letter with 28 authors represent 
those of a small minority of scientists. “The over-
whelming scientific consensus still lies with a gen-
eral lockdown,” he claimed.

A few days later, over 60 doctors wrote another 
letter saying: “We are concerned due to mounting 
data and real world experience, that the one-track 
response threatens more lives and livelihoods than 
Covid-lives saved.”

This back and forth will undoubtedly contin-
ue for some time yet, although those involved will 
hopefully begin to see opposing scientific views 
and opinions as a gift and an opportunity to be 
sceptical and learn, rather than as a “rival camp”.

SCIENTIFIC CONSENSUS TAKES TIME
There are issues, such as global warming, 

where there is scientific consensus. But consen-
suses take decades, and COVID-19 is a new disease. 
Uncontrolled experiments in lockdown are still on-
going, and the long-term costs and benefits are not 
yet known. I very much doubt that most scientists 
in the UK have a settled view on whether pub gar-
dens or universities campuses should be closed or 
not. People I talk to have a range of opinions: from 
those who accept that the disease is now endemic, 
to those who wonder if it can still be eradicated.

Some suggest that any epidemiologist who does 
not toe a particular line is suspect, or has not done 
enough modelling and that their views should not 
carry much weight. They go on to dismiss the views 
of other scientists and non-scientist academics as 
irrelevant. But science is not a dogma, and views 
often need to be modified in the light of increas-
ing knowledge and experience. I am a geographer, 
so I am used to seeing such games of academic 
hierarchy played above me, but I do worry when 
people resort to insulting their colleagues rather 
than admit that knowledge and circumstance have 
changed and reappraisal is necessary.

A GRIM CALCULUS
Is the cure worse than the disease? This is the 

question that currently divides us, so it is worth 
considering how it might be answered. We would 
have to know how many people would die of oth-
er causes, for example, of suicide (including child 
suicides) that would not have otherwise occurred, 
or liver disease from the increase in alcohol con-
sumption, from cancers that were not diagnosed or 
treated, to determine the point at which particular 
policies were taking more lives than they were sav-
ing. And then what value should you put on those 
lost or damaged lives against the economic conse-
quences?

We do not live in a perfect world with perfect 
data. For children, for whom the risk of death from 
COVID is almost zero and the risks of long-term ef-
fects are thought to be very low, it is easier to weigh 
up the negative effects of not going to school or of 
being trapped in households with rising domestic 
abuse.

For university students, who are mostly young, a 
similar set of calculations could be made, including 
estimating the “cost” of having the infection now, 
versus the cost of having it later, possibly when the 

student is with their older relatives at Christmas. 
With older people, though, the calculus – even in 
a perfect world – would become increasingly com-
plex. When you are very old and have very little 
time left, what risks would you be willing to take? 
One elderly man famously claimed: “No pleasure is 
worth giving up for the sake of two more years in a 
geriatric home in Weston-super-Mare.”

A recent paper, published in Nature, suggests 
that even in Hong Kong, where compliance with 
mask-wearing has been over 98% since February, 
local elimination of COVID is not possible. If it is not 
possible there, it may not be possible anywhere.

On the brighter side, elsewhere, elderly people 
have been protected even when transmission rates 
are high and overall resources are low. In India, a 
recent study found that “it is plausible that strin-
gent stay-at-home orders for older Indian adults, 
coupled with delivery of essentials through social 
welfare programs and regular community health 
worker interactions, contributed to lower expo-
sure to infection within this age group in Tamil 
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.”

However, minimising mortality is not the only 
goal. For those who don’t die, the outcome can still 
be prolonged and severe debility. That, too, must 
be taken into account. But unless you are sure that 
a particular measure for locking down will do more 
good than harm, in the round, you should not do 
it. In 1970, shortly before he became dean of the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
C.E. Gordon Smith wrote:

“The essential prerequisite of all good public 
health measures is that careful estimates should 
be made of their advantages and disadvantages, 
for both the individual and the community, and 
that they should be implemented only when there 
is a significant balance of advantage. In general, 
this ethic has been a sound basis for decision in 
most past situations in the developed world al-
though, as we contemplate the control of milder 
diseases, quite different considerations such as the 
convenience or productivity of industry are being 
brought into these assessments.”

Current beliefs of where the balance of advan-
tages and disadvantages lie are changing. The “ri-
val camps” rhetoric needs to end. No individual or 
small group represents the view of the majority.

[the writer is Halford Mackinder Professor 
of Geography, University of Oxford]

VINCENT DELUCA
theconversation.com

Depending on what you read, 
speaking more than one language 

may or may not make you smarter. 
These mixed messages are under-
standably confusing, and they’re 
due to the fact that nothing is quite 
as simple as it’s typically portrayed 
when it comes to neuroscience.

We can’t give a simple “yes” or 
“no” to the question of whether being 
bilingual benefits your brain. Instead, 
it is becoming increasingly evident 
that whether and how your brain 
adapts to using multiple languages 
depends on what they are and how 
you use them.

Research suggests that as you 
learn or regularly use a second lan-
guage, it becomes constantly “active” 
alongside your native language in 
your brain. To enable communica-
tion, your brain has to select one lan-
guage and inhibit the other.

This process takes effort and the 
brain adapts to do this more effec-
tively. It is altered both structurally 
(through changes in the size or shape 
of specific regions, and the integrity 
of white matter pathways that con-
nect them) and functionally (through 
changes how much specific regions 
are used).

These adaptations usually oc-
cur in brain regions and pathways 
that are also used for other cogni-
tive processes known as “executive 

functions”. These include things like 
working memory and attentional 
control (for example, the ability to ig-
nore competing, irrelevant informa-
tion and focus on a target).

Researchers measure these cog-
nitive processes with specifically 
designed tasks. One example of such 
tests is the flanker task, in which 
participants have to indicate the di-
rection of a specific arrow that is 
surrounded by other arrows that face 
in the same or opposite direction. Be-
ing bilingual can potentially improve 
performance on tasks like these, typi-
cally in either faster reaction times or 
higher accuracy.

MIXED RESULTS?
But not all studies consistently 

find these performance improve-
ments. In fact, some find that bi-
linguals and monolinguals perform 
very similarly.

The degree to which the brain 
adapts structurally and functionally 
from bilingualism also varies. Some 
studies suggest bilinguals and mono-
linguals use the brain differently to 
complete an executive function task, 
even if the performances between the 
two groups is similar.

Other studies have found differ-
ences in brain structure, but how 
these differences manifest and the 
brain regions and pathways involved 
are not always consistent. This vari-
ability, especially on executive func-
tion tasks, has led some to question 
whether speaking more than one 

language has a robust impact on the 
brain at all.

However, bilingualism comes in 
many shapes and forms. For exam-
ple, some bilinguals learn a second 
language from birth and others much 
later. Some bilinguals constantly need 
to switch between their two languag-
es, while others speak one language 
at home and another at work.

It would be surprising if this vari-
ability in bilingualism did not make 
a difference to how the brain adapts. 
So there is a growing case for consid-
ering bilingualism as a spectrum of 
experiences rather than just a binary 
distinction of bilingual versus mono-
lingual. Several models have been 
proposed for how different brain ad-
aptations might link to specific bilin-
gual language experiences.

A growing number of studies 
have also examined specific aspects 
of bilingual experience, such as how 
long someone has been using more 
than one language, the regularity or 
diversity of use, and the amount they 
switch between languages. These 
studies crucially find that different 
language experiences have distinct 
effects on brain adaptation and per-
formance on tasks measuring certain 
executive functions.

What’s more, these adaptations 
are dynamic, meaning the brain 
seems to keep adapting with contin-
ued and changing experience. For in-
stance, in the early stages of learning 
and using an additional language, or 

if both languages are frequently used 
in the same setting, the brain adapts 
regions in frontal areas of the cortex 
(regions highly used for executive 
functions) to more effectively handle 
the increased effort required to select 
and control the languages.

However, if someone stays ac-
tively bilingual for a long time, other 
brain regions such as the basal gan-
glia and cerebellum also adapt. These 
regions are used to more efficiently 
or automatically complete a task, like 
your body can as you become more 
more physically fit or gain increased 
muscle memory. Such adaptations 
in brain structure indicate a shift to-
wards more efficiently handling of 
language competition.

The next step is to figure out how 
much these different experiences 
and outcomes relate to one another. 
Recently, my colleagues and I have 
mapped what we know about the 
relationships between different bi-
lingual language experiences and 
the different ways in which the brain 
might adapt to them.

What about our original ques-
tion: does bilingualism benefit your 
brain? Well, it depends. While there 
is still a lot to learn about how ex-
actly the brain adapts to the bilin-
gual experience, it’s clear that how 
you use an additional language 
makes a big difference.

[the writer is Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow, School of Psychology, 

University of Birmingham]
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13 new cases push COVID-19 
tally of Andamans to 3,912

Port Blair, Oct 7 (PTI): The COVID-19 tally of 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands rose to 3,912 on 
Wednesday as 13 more people tested positive for 
the infection, a health official said.

Five new patients have travel history, while 
eight fresh infections were detected during con-
tact tracing, he said.

Nineteen more people have been cured of the 
disease, the official said.

The Union territory now has 180 active coro-
navirus cases, while 3,678 people have recovered 
from the disease and 54 patients have succumbed 
to the infection so far, he said.

The administration has so far sent 63,790 
samples for COVID-19 tests, of which 63,767 re-
ports have been received and 23 are awaited, the 
official added.

Assam former DIG wanted in police 
examination paper leak scam 

detained at Indo-Nepal border

Ladakh records 79 new COVID-19 
cases; 50 patients cured

Leh, Oct 7 (PTI): The Union Territory of Lada-
kh reported 79 new coronavirus cases, taking the 
cumulative figure to 4720, an official bulletin said 
on Wednesday.

With 50 more patients cured of the disease, 
the number of active cases in the region stands at 
1195 904 in Leh district and 291 in Kargil district, 
the bulletin released by the directorate of health 
services said.

It said 72 people tested positive for COVID-19 
in Leh and another seven in Kargil district during 
the past 24 hours.

Ladakh had reported 61 COVID-related 
deaths, while 3,464 patients have recovered till 
Tuesday evening.

The bulletin said 27 COVID patients were dis-
charged in Kargil and 23 others in Leh on Tues-
day after their successful treatment.

No free COVID-19 test in 
Meghalaya from Oct 16Odisha reports 2,673 new 

COVID-19 cases, 16 fatalities

Bengal governor to visit 
family of Galwan martyr

Kolkata, Oct 7 (PTI): West Bengal Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar will visit the family of Galwan 
martyr Havildar Bipul Roy on October 9, Raj Bha-
van said here on Wednesday.

Eastern Army Commander Lt General Anil 
Chauhan will accompany him.

A cheque of Rs 5.5 lakh each will be handed 
over to the mother and widow of Roy at their res-
idence at Bindipara village in Alipurduar district, 
Raj Bhavan said in a statement.

Two Indian Army soldiers hailing from West 
Bengal - Havildar Bipul Roy and Sepoy Rajesh 
Orang - lost their lives at Galwan Valley in the La-
dakh region in a violent face-off with the Chinese 
Army on June 15.

The two were among 20 Army personnel 
killed in the clash on that day.

"The Governor has indicated that it is the 
prime duty of the society to stand by the families 
of our soldiers who have made this supreme sac-
rifice for the nation," the statement said.

Dhankhar and the Eastern Army Commander 
have already visited the family of Orang in Bir-
bhum district and handed over a cheque of Rs 11 
lakh to his mother.

Nagaland's COVID-19 tally rises to 6,715

Bhubaneswar, Oct 
6 (PTI): At least 2,673 
more people tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 in 
Odisha on Tuesday, tak-
ing the tally to 2,38,003, 
while 16 fresh fatalities 
pushed the death toll to 
940, a health department 
official said.

Of the new cases, 
1,554 were reported 
from various quarantine 
centres and 1,119 were 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

Khurda district, of 
which state capital Bhu-
baneswar is a part, reg-
istered the maximum 
number of new cases at 
448, followed by Cuttack 

at 214 and Nuapada at 
159.

"Regret to inform 
the demise of sixteen 
#COVID-19 positive pa-
tients while under treat-
ment in hospitals," the 
Health and Family Wel-
fare Department said on 
Twitter.

Of the 16 fatalities, 
four were reported from 
Balasore, three from 
Khurda, two from Cut-
tack and one each from 
Angul, Boudh, Mayur-
bhanj, Nawrangpur, Nay-
agarh, Puri and Subarna-
pur districts.

Ganjam district alone 
reported 221 of the 940 
deaths in the state, fol-

lowed by Khurda at 154 
and Cuttack at 82.

The case fatality ra-
tio (CFR) also remains at 
0.39 per cent, the official 
said.

At least 3,817 pa-
tients were cured of the 
disease during the day, 
taking the total number 
of recoveries to 2,10,217, 
which is 88.32 per cent of 
the state's caseload, the 
official said.

The state government 
on Tuesday issued safety 
guidelines for the people 
who have been cured of 
COVID-19.

"Recovered people 
must wear masks and 
maintain social distanc-

ing norms. They should 
take a balanced diet with 
rich protein and less car-
bohydrate," health de-
partment's technical ad-
visor Prof Jayanta Panda 
said.

Odisha currently 
has 26,793 active cas-
es, which accounted for 
11.25 per cent of the 
state's caseload.

Fifty-three corona-
virus patients have died 
due to comorbidities, ac-
cording to the official.

As many as 35.24 
lakh tests for COVID-19 
have been conducted so 
far, including 41,840 on 
Monday.

Meanwhile, the Odi-

sha government has 
allowed the use of Favi-
piravir tablets by coro-
navirus patients during 
home isolation.

Nearly 80 per cent of 
COVID-19 patients are 
under home isolation in 
the state, Panda said.

"New clinical inputs 
and empirical evidence 
about the pandemic have 
proved the effectiveness 
of Favipiravir tablet as 
an anti-viral medicine 
to treat coronavirus pa-
tients, Chief Secretary A 
K Tripathy said after con-
sulting with doctors and 
health experts.

He also said the medi-
cine needs to be adminis-
tered with proper advice 
and precaution.

The chief secretary 
directed the health de-
partment to circulate the 
standard operating pro-
cedure for the use of Fa-
vipiravir tablets among 
doctors.

The rapid response 
teams (RRTs) of the 
state government will 
be trained to assess the 
condition of the patients 
in home isolation and 
whether they can be ad-
ministered Favipiravir 
tablets at their residenc-
es in consultation with 
trained doctors.

Shillong, Oct 7 (PTI): 
With the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research 
(ICMR) withdrawing 
subsidy on testing kits, 
the Meghalaya govern-
ment has announced that 
COVID-19 tests will be 
charged from next week, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Prestone Tynsong said 
on Wednesday.

The samples for 
COVID-19 test will be ex-
amined on payment from 
October 16.

The deputy chief 
minister also said that 
plans are afoot to charge 
inmates at government 
Corona Care Centres for 
meals.

The state government 
has initiated the process 
for identifying hotels and 
guest houses where peo-

ple who are currently in 
institutional quarantine 
can be lodged, if they are 
willing to undergo paid 
isolation.

"Testing, be it RT-PCR, 
CBNAAT, Truenat or Rap-
id Antigen Test (RAT), 
will be done on payment 
from October 16.

BPL families or ben-
eficiaries under National 
Food Security Act (NFSA) 
and high risk contacts 
are totally exempted," 
the deputy chief minister 
told PTI.

The Rapid Antigen 
Test for COVID-19 will 
be mandatory for all 
persons, including vis-
itors, for an amount of 
Rs 500.

Rs 3,200 has been set 
as the capping charge for 
Truenat, CBNAAT and 

RT-PCR testing, but peo-
ple under the BPL cate-
gory and those carrying 
cartificates of having 
undergone the tests in 
the last 72 hours will be 
exempted, he said.

"We have already 
created an online facili-
ty at www.coronameg.in 
for those people coming 
to the state so that they 
can register for testing 
before entering Megha-
laya," he said.

"Deputy commission-
ers have been asked to 
work out on the cost of 
food items provided to 
each person per day at 
government Corona Care 
Centres. BPL families 
and those who can get 
meals from home will be 
exempted from paying," 
Tynsong said.

Kohima, Oct 7 (PTI): 
At least 53 more peo-
ple tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Nagaland 
on Wednesday, pushing 
the coronavirus caseload 
in the state to 6,715, an 
official said.

The new cases were 
reported from Dimapur 
(37), Kohima (8), Peren 
(6) and one each from 
Mokokchung and Phek 
districts.

"53 positive cases of 
COVID-19 were detected 
Dimapur 37, Kohima 8, 
Peren 6 and one each in 
Mokokchung and Phek 
district," Health and 
Family Welfare Minister, 
S Pangnyu Phom said in 
a tweet.

The minister said 36 
COVID-19 patients were 
discharged on Wednes-
day as they had recov-
ered from the disease.

"Also, 36 patients 
have been discharged Di-

mapur 28, Kohima 4, Zu-
nheboto 2 and one each 
in Mon and Wokha dis-
tricts," he said in another 
tweet.

Of the total 6,715 
COVID-19 cases in the 
state, 1,194 are active 
cases, while 5,444 pa-
tients have recovered, 
said Additional Director 
of Health Department Dr 
Denis Hangsing.

So far 23 COVID-19 
infected patients have 
died in the state, he 
said, adding that only 12 
deaths are due to coro-
navirus, five are due to 
comorbidities and six are 
under investigation to 
find the cause of death.

Altogether 54 
COVID-19 patients have 
migrated to other states 
till date, he said.

The recovery rate 
of COVID-19 patients is 
now at 81.07 per cent, 
he said. The district-wise 

COVID-19 cases are Di-
mapur (3,535), Kohima 
(2,133), Mon (394), Pe-
ren (282), Zunheboto 
(123), Tuensang (108), 
Mokokchung (55), Phek 
(36), Wokha (26), Kiphire 
(12) and Longleng (11).

Of the total cases, 
3,153 are armed forc-
es personnel, 1,535 are 
returnees from other 
states, 1,666 are traced 
contacts and 361 are 
frontline workers, he 
said.

Among the active 
cases, 41 patients are 
with mild and moderate 
symptoms, while four in 
Dimapur are critical on 
oxygen and ventilator 
support, he said, adding 
that 1,142 patients are 
asymptomatic.

A total of 83,560 sam-
ples have been sent for 
COVID-19 testing in the 
state so far, the health of-
ficial said.

Guwahati, Oct 06 
[PTI]: Retired Assam DIG 
PK Dutta, who is wanted 
in connection with the 
police recruitment ex-
amination paper leak 
scam, has been detained 
at the Indo- Nepal Bor-
der, a police spokesman 
said on Tuesday.

Dutta was detained 
by security personnel 
following the ‘look out 
circular’ (LOC) issued 

by the Assam CID, the 
spokesman said.

He has now been 
handed over to West 
Bengal Police and a team 
of Assam Police is on the 
way to the place to bring 
him back to the state, 
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (Law and 
Order) G P Singh told PTI.

Further details are 
awaited. Dutta was ab-
sconding along with an-

other accused, expelled BJP 
leader Diban Deka who was 
arrested on October 1.

The state police had 
announced a reward of 
Rs one lakh each for in-
formation which would 
lead to their arrest.

So far, 32 people 
have been apprehended 
in connection with the 
paper leak scam. When 
Dutta is arrested, it will 
increase to 33.

Negative views of China rise 
sharply in advanced democracies

Taipei, Oct 7 (AP): Negative percep-
tions of China have increased sharply 
among people in several advanced de-
mocracies, especially in Australia and 
Britain, according to a survey from the 
Pew Research Center released Tuesday.

The survey comes as China is en-
gaged in multiple trade and diplomatic 
disputes with its neighbors and other 
countries, driven in part by a more ag-
gressive diplomatic approach.

The survey conducted in 14 demo-
cratic countries with advanced econo-
mies showed a majority of people had 
an unfavorable view of China. It was 
conducted from June 10 to Aug 3 among 
14,276 adults across the 14 countries 
via telephone.

In Australia, 81% said they have an 
unfavorable view of China, according 
to the survey, a rise of 24 percentage 
points from last year.

The rise corresponds with higher 
tensions in the bilateral relationship 
after Australia led the call for an inter-
national investigation into the origins 
of the coronavirus.

China responded on the trade front, 
suspending imports of Australian beef, 

putting high tariffs on barley from the 
country and starting an anti-dumping 
probe into imports of Australian wine.

While the survey showed Australia 
had the sharpest increase in negative 
attitudes toward China, other countries 
also showed an upward trend: Those 
with an unfavourable view toward Chi-
na hit 74% in Britain, a rise of 19 per-
centage points compared to last year; 
71% in Germany, a rise of 15 points; 
and 73% in the U.S., a rise of 13 points.

The 14 countries surveyed were the 
U.S., Canada, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, 
Sweden, the U.K., Australia, Japan and 
South Korea. The margin of error for 
the survey ranged from 3.1 percentage 
points in South Korea to 4.2 percentage 
points in Belgium.

In most countries surveyed, those 
with higher income levels were equally 
likely as those with lower levels of in-
come to hold the negative views. The 
negative views also held across educa-
tion levels, as those with a postsecond-
ary degree or more were equally likely 
to have unfavorable views of China as 
those with less education.   
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From qualifying to the semis: 
Podoroska dreams on in Paris

Paris, Oct 7 (AP): Nadia 
Podoroska has already won 
more matches at this French 
Open eight than it usually 
takes to raise the trophy.

That's because the 131st-
ranked Argentine has come 
all the way from qualifying 
rounds to reach the semifi-
nals, becoming the first wom-
an to achieve that feat at Ro-
land Garros in the Open era.

Having never won a main-
draw Grand Slam match be-
fore last week, Podoroska 
could hardly believe it after 
her 6-2, 6-4 quarterfinal vic-
tory Tuesday over third-seed-
ed Elina Svitolina on Court 
Philippe Chatrier.

Asked afterward wheth-
er she is pinching herself to 
make sure it's not a dream, 
Podoroska replied: No. I don't 
want to wake up.

Podoroska is only the 
third female qualifier to get 
to the semifinals at any major 
tournament in the Open era, 
which began in 1968, and the 
first since Alexandra Steven-
son at Wimbledon in 1999.

Another qualifier, Martina 
Trevisan of Italy, had a chance 
to join that list later Tuesday 
but could not quite take the 
last step. The 159th-ranked 
Trevisan, who also had not 
won a main-draw Grand Slam 
match before this tourna-
ment, lost 6-3, 6-1 to unseed-
ed 19-year-old Iga Swiatek of 
Poland.

I'm sad for the match, but 
it's an incredible two weeks 
for me, said Trevisan, who 
dropped tennis for 4 1/2 
years and returned to the 

sport in 2014.
"So today I close a very im-

portant chapter of my life. To-
morrow, other chapters will 
begin."

Podoroska, who is from 
the same city in Argentina as 
soccer superstar Lionel Messi, 
said she considered quitting 
tennis altogether a couple of 
years ago after too many in-
juries, including to her right 
wrist.

It didn't look good: She 
was off the tour for eight 
months; her ranking dropped; 
she didn't have enough mon-
ey to travel to tournaments; 
and she split with a coach 
she'd been working with for a 
decade.

I didn't know what to do, 

Podoroska said.
She stuck with it, though, 

and now has a new team 
around her, based in Spain. 
And she has, by far, the best 
results of her career.

I have, she said, a lot of 
confidence.

STRICTLY TENNIS
Danielle Collins, an un-

seeded American, was in no 
mood to discuss anything but 
tennis after she secured a spot 
in the quarterfinals for the 
first time at Roland Garros.

Asked about blowing 
her nose on changeovers 
and if she had a cold, Collins 
snapped back to a reporter in 
her virtual news conference: I 
don't see the thought process 
there, and I think it's not a 

very good question.
Then came a query about 

greater restrictions being put 
in place in Paris to contain the 
coronavirus pandemic.

One of the best things 
about sports is that people 
get to watch sports, Collins 
responded.

They get to engage in 
something that's not COVID 
related, not political. I'm not 
going to comment any further 
on anything going on in terms 
of the bubble or COVID pro-
tocols or what's going on in 
Paris. I think that this event 
brings a lot of positivity to 
players' lives. Really, those 
questions are quite frivolous.

Obviously we're in a pan-
demic and it's a very serious 

situation, Collins added af-
ter beating 30th-seeded Ons 
Jabeur 6-4, 4-6, 6-4. But I 
think you should be reporting 
on the tennis.

In Collins' defense, she 
spent several stressful hours 
warming up and cooling down 
on Monday before her match 
with Jabeur was postponed to 
Tuesday due to rain.

Last night we were at the 
courts for eight to 10 hours 
waiting to go on, she said.

So we're still having to 
focus on our matches, having 
to focus on getting warmed 
up, having to focus on getting 
treatment, having to do all of 
the things that we need to do 
to be able to go out and play 
matches. Collins did not have 

much time to ponder the pan-
demic before playing again on 
Wednesday against Australian 
Open champion Sofia Kenin in 
an all-American matchup in 
the quarterfinals.

CAN I KICK IT?
Ons Jabeur drew attention 

during her fourth-round loss 
to Danielle Collins as much 
for her drop shots from all 
over the court as for a couple 
of her sumptuous half-volleys 
with her right foot.

The 30th-seeded Tunisian 
showed the technique of a 
soccer player when, after los-
ing a couple of points during 
her 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 defeat, she 
booted the ball crisply over 
the net as if scoring a goal at 
nearby Parc des Princes. The 
home of French champion 
Paris Saint-Germain is locat-
ed a stone's throw or a Jabeur 
kick away from Roland Garros. 
Turns out those sweet half-vol-
leys were no flukes, either.

I've got two brothers, so I 
played soccer a lot with them. 
I love soccer in general. I'm a 
big fan of (Cristiano) Ronaldo, 
she said.

I'm thinking about joining 
a team, not necessarily a pro-
fessional one but amateur. Be-
cause it's a sport I love. Even 
for tennis, it can help me a lot.

As a fan of superstar Ron-
aldo, who has amassed nearly 
750 career goals in a glittering 
career, no prizes for guessing 
which position Jabeur would 
like to play.

I like scoring goals, she 
said. Surely I'll be a forward 
and try to really score as 
much as possible.

Barca start process to reduce 
salaries due to COVID-19 losses

Czech Kvitova powers past Siegemund 
to make French Open semis

Increasing number of footballers 
concerned for their mental health

Our top order 
has failed 
to perform: 
Rajasthan 
Royals opener 
Buttler
Abu Dhabi, Oct 7 (PTI): 
Rajasthan Royals opener 
Jos Buttler admitted that 
his side's top order has 
failed to perform in the 
last three games that has 
cost them dear in the Indi-
an Premier League so far.

The Royals suffered a 
57 run-loss to defending 
champions Mumbai Indi-
ans -- their third defeat 
on the trot -- with only 
Buttler contributing a 
sizeable score (70) here 
on Tuesday.

"We have not man-
aged to come off as a 
top-order in the last 
three games. We have 
lost three wickets in the 
power-play a few times 
and in T20 cricket you 
never win too many 
games from that posi-
tion," Buttler said at the 
media conference after 
the match.

"Of course, the pow-
er-play is a time you have 
to take advantage due to 
the field restrictions, but 
as players we have not 
performed but that can 
happen in T20 cricket, 
the Englishman added.

Chasing a big target 
of 194, the Royals were 
struggling at 12 for 3 in 
the third over and they 
never recovered from 
there despite a blazing 
70 off 44 balls from But-
tler. They were eventual-
ly bundled out for 136.

"We lost wickets. 
Mumbai bowled really 
well and we never got 
into our innings. As a 
batsman, you are always 
vulnerable early on in 
your innings and as a top 
order we didn't manage 
to counteract the open-
ing bowling well enough 
to get through that peri-
od, the 30-year-old wick-
etkeeper-batsman said.

For Mumbai, 
Suryakumar Yadav made 
a blazing unbeaten 79 off 
47 balls to post a chal-
lenging 193 for 4. Buttler 
praised Yadav for using 
angles and his crease to 
perfection.

"He (Suryakumar) 
played a fantastic in-
nings. We could not quite 
tie (him) down. He used 
the angles and his crease 
really well and he is a 
fantastic player. We could 
not execute our plans to 
him but full credit to him. 
He played a very good 
innings, Butter, himself a 
T20 specialist, said.

Talking about himself, 
Buttler said he would 
take confidence from his 
good show against Mum-
bai Indians to the games 
ahead.

I have not been feeling 
my best in the middle. It 
was good for me to spend 
time in the middle, find a 
bit of fluency further on 
in the innings. I struggled 
initially, but hopefully I can 
take some confidence from 
today and use that for the 
rest of the tournament," the 
right-handed batsman said.

He also had words of 
praise for young Karthik 
Tyagi, who made his IPL 
debut.

He is a really exciting 
talent. One thing the IPL 
always does is unearth 
fantastic Indian players 
and he impressed in the 
nets and worked hard 
to get his opportuni-
ty to make his debut. It 
was a great moment for 
him and everyone in the 
team when he picked up 
his first wicket," Buttler 
signed off.

Surya's shot-making was perfect: Rohit
Abu Dhabi, Oct 7 (PTI): Mumbai 
Indians captain Rohit Sharma 
feels that Suryakumar Yadav's 
shot selection was perfect during 
their team's comprehensive win 
over Rajasthan Royals in an IPL 
match here.

Yadav was back among the 
runs with a 47-ball 79, propelling 
Mumbai Indians to 193 for 4. Then, 
their bowlers led by Jasprit Bum-
rah bundled out Rajasthan Royals 
for 136 to register a 57-run win 
here on Tuesday.

"It (a big knock) was coming, 
I spoke to him (Surya) before the 
game as well. He was batting really 
well all these games. He got off to 
a good start and it was just about 
making sure that the shot making 
sometimes can be very very im-
portant and today his shot-making 
was perfect," Rohit said after the 

match. "We wanted him to bat till 
the end because of those innova-
tive shots that he has, it was quite 
handy towards the end."

Rohit said the pitches in the 
UAE were conducive to the pacers 
and it was good to see his bowlers 
exploit the conditions well.

"When we knew that the IPL is 
going to happen in Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi, we were not sure how 
the pitches were going to be, 
whether the pace battery we 
have got will be helpful or not. 
But coming here and looking at 
the pitches here, it is quite help-
ful for the seamers.

"Today it was nipping around 
to start with and towards the end 
as well, so good to have guys like 
those (the pacers) in your squad 
who can exploit the conditions 
very well, said Rohit.

Royals skipper Steve Smith 
blamed the top-order for his side's 
third straight loss.

"Obviously, losing wickets early 
does not help us. We haven't been 
able to get off to a good start in the 
last three games. So outside of Jos 
(Buttler) and Jofra (Archer) in the 
end there, we have got to do a bit 
of work with our batting, I'm sure, 
Smith said.

"I don't think we need to pan-
ic too much. It is just about im-
plementing our plans and playing 
some good cricket for longer, we 
have not been able to do that in the 
last three games and we got to turn 
that around quickly."

Smith also informed that star 
England all-rounder Ben Stokes 
will not be available till October 
10. Stokes is currently undergoing 
a mandatory quarantine.

PAUL MacINNES
London, 07 Oct [theGuardian]: 
A sharp rise in the number of foot-
ballers concerned for their mental 
health has continued in 2020, ac-
cording to figures from the coun-
selling body Sporting Chance.

In the year to September, 464 
members of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association accessed 
counselling services, compared 
with 653 across all of 2019. This 
maintains a trend in which num-
bers have quadrupled since 2016, 
when 160 members accessed the 
service.

The PFA has 4,000 mem-
bers, meaning that in only nine 
months of the year more than 
10% have sought some form of 
support. Of those to have done 
so, 42% are current players, 
with 55% former players and 
3% family members given ac-
cess to the services; 95% of the 
calls were made by male mem-
bers of the union and 5% by fe-
male members.

These figures were released 
to coincide with Mental Health 
Awareness week. Of the concerns 

cited by PFA members to have ac-
cessed counselling, the most com-
mon were “low mood” and “anx-
iety” followed by “addictive dis-
order – substance” and “addictive 
disorders – gambling”. More tra-
ditional union issues, such as the 
“transition” from a playing career, 
came below “relationship issues” 
on the list.

The period covered by the 
Sporting Chance data includes the 
Covid-19 pandemic and a highly 
uncertain time for professional 
footballers, many of whom lower 

down the leagues faced the risk of 
losing their livelihoods when the 
virus halted the season.

The issue of mental health 
in sport, and among men more 
broadly, has substantially grown in 
visibility over recent years. Heads 
Up, a campaign last season run 
jointly by the Football Association 
and the charity Heads Together, 
sought to “change the conversa-
tion” over mental health, by rec-
ognising it as being on a par with 
physical health, and encouraging 
discussion. 

PARIS, 07 Oct (Reuters): Czech sev-
enth seed Petra Kvitova powered past 
unseeded German Laura Siegemund 
6-3 6-3 to reach the semi-finals of the 
French Open on Wednesday.

The 30-year-old, a two-times cham-
pion at Wimbledon, reached the last 
four stage on the claycourts at Roland 
Garros for the second time since 2012 
and was yet to lose a set at this year’s 
tournament in Paris.

Siegemund, ranked 66th in the 

world, did not pose a challenge in the 
opening set but gave a good account of 
herself in the second despite suffering 
a lower back problem midway through 
the set.

Kvitova converted her second match 
point when her 32-year-old opponent 
served a double fault and the Czech 
will meet the winner of the all-Ameri-
can clash between Danielle Collins and 
Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin 
for a place in the final.

BARCELONA, 07 Oct 
(Reuters): Barcelona 
have begun a process to 
reduce the pay of players, 
coaches and non-sport-
ing staff to adapt to the 
huge losses suffered due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, a club source said 
on Wednesday.

Staff have been no-
tified by the club of the 
need to reduce costs af-
ter posting a loss of 97 
million euros ($113.98 
million) in their annual 
financial report, released 
on Monday.

The employees, in-
cluding players, have 
been asked to nominate 
a representative over the 
next two weeks to repre-
sent them in the negotia-
tions over the changes to 
their salaries, added the 
source. Barca have been 

forced to hold all home 
matches without specta-
tors since the pandemic 
began in March, destroy-
ing revenue from ticket 
sales. Income from mer-
chandising and stadium 
and museum tours has 
also been badly affected 
by a huge drop in tour-
ism to the city.

Barca’s accounts on 
Wednesday made for 
grim reading, showing 
a 14% drop in revenue 
from the previous year 
and the doubling of their 
net debt to 488 million 
euros.

The club enacted a 
temporary pay cut of 
70% at the end of March 
in the height of the pan-
demic, lasting the dura-
tion of Spain’s national 
state of alarm, which 
ended in June.

Barca’s financial trou-
bles also led them to 
spend the close season 
lightening the biggest 
wage bill in European 
football, offloading Luis 
Suarez, Ivan Rakitic and 
Arturo Vidal for next to 
nothing, while selling Ar-
thur Melo for 72 million 
euros and Nelson Seme-
do for 30 million.

They only brought in 
three players, Miralem 
Pjanic, Francisco Trin-
cao and Sergino Dest for 
a combined 112 million 
euros.

They failed to make 
any extra additions be-
fore the transfer window 
shut on Monday, despite 
showing interest in Man-
chester City defender 
Eric Garcia and Olym-
pique Lyonnais forward 
Memphis Depay.
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ElseWhere

2 scientists win Nobel chemistry 
prize for ‘gene scissors’

STOCKHOLM (AP): Two 
scientists won the No-
bel Prize in chemistry 
Wednesday for develop-
ing a method of genome 
editing likened to “mo-
lecular scissors” that 
offer the promise of one 
day curing inherited dis-
eases and even cancer.

Working on oppo-
site sides of the Atlan-
tic, Frenchwoman Em-
manuelle Charpentier 
and American Jennifer 
A. Doudna developed a 
method known as CRIS-
PR/Cas9 that can be used 
to change the DNA of an-
imals, plants and micro-
organisms with extreme-
ly high precision.

“There is enormous 
power in this genetic 
tool, which affects us all,” 
said Claes Gustafsson, 
chair of the Nobel Com-
mittee for Chemistry. “It 
has not only revolution-
ized basic science, but 
also resulted in innova-
tive crops and will lead 
to groundbreaking new 
medical treatments.”

Gustafsson said that, 
as a result, any genome 
can now be edited “to fix 
genetic damage,” adding 
that the tool “will pro-
vide humankind with 
great opportunities.”

But he cautioned that 
the “enormous power of 
this technology means 
we have to use it with 

great care.” It has already 
raised serious ethical 
questions in the scien-
tific community. Most of 
the world became more 
aware of CRISPR in 2018, 
when Chinese scientist 
Dr. He Jiankui revealed 
he had helped make the 
world’s first gene-edited 
babies, to try to engineer 
resistance to future infec-
tion with the AIDS virus. 
His work was denounced 
worldwide as unsafe hu-
man experimentation be-
cause of the risk of caus-
ing unintended changes 
that can pass to future 
generations, and he’s 
currently in prison.

In September, an 
international panel of 
experts issued a report 

saying it’s still too soon 
to try to make geneti-
cally edited babies be-
cause the science isn’t 
advanced enough to 
ensure safety, but they 
mapped a pathway for 
any countries that want 
to consider it.

“I was very emotional, 
I have to say,” Charpenti-
er, 51, told reporters by 
phone from Berlin after 
hearing of the award, 
announced Wednesday 
in Stockholm by the Roy-
al Swedish Academy of 
Sciences.

Asked about the fact 
that it was the first time 
that two women have 
won the chemistry No-
bel together, Charpentier 
said that while she con-

siders herself first and 
foremost a scientist, she 
hoped it would encour-
age others.

“I wish that this will 
provide a positive mes-
sage to young girls who 
would like to follow the 
path of science,” she said.

Doudna told The As-
sociated Press about her 
surprise at receiving the 
early morning call.

“I literally just found 
out, I’m in shock,” she 
said. “I was sound 
asleep.” “My greatest 
hope is that it’s used for 
good, to uncover new 
mysteries in biology and 
to benefit humankind,” 
Doudna said.

The Broad Institute 
at Harvard and MIT have 

been in a long court fight 
over patents on CRISPR 
technology, and many 
other scientists did im-
portant work on it, but 
Doudna and Charpentier 
have been most consis-
tently honored with priz-
es for turning it into an 
easily usable tool.

The prestigious 
award comes with a gold 
medal and prize mon-
ey of 10 million kronor 
(more than $1.1 million), 
courtesy of a bequest left 
more than a century ago 
by the prize’s creator, 
Swedish inventor Alfred 
Nobel. The amount was 
increased recently to ad-
just for inflation.

On Monday, the No-
bel Committee awarded 
the prize for physiology 
and medicine to Amer-
icans Harvey J. Alter 
and Charles M. Rice 
and British-born scien-
tist Michael Houghton 
for discovering the liv-
er-ravaging hepatitis C 
virus. Tuesday’s prize for 
physics went to Roger 
Penrose of Britain, Rein-
hard Genzel of Germany, 
and Andrea Ghez of the 
United States for their 
breakthroughs in under-
standing the mysteries of 
cosmic black holes.

The other prizes are 
for outstanding work in 
the fields of literature, 
peace and economics.

Experts call 
Trump's rosy 
virus message 
misguided
Washington, Oct 7 
(AP): Should people fear 
the coronavirus?

Public health experts 
say 1 million worldwide 
deaths are among rea-
sons to be concerned, if 
not fearful, and to take 
everyday precautions 
despite rosy advice from 
the still-recovering pres-
ident.

Don't let it dominate 
you. Don't be afraid of 
it. You're going to beat 
it, Donald Trump said 
in a White House video 
released after he left the 
hospital Monday.

In the United States 
alone, more than 210,000 
people weren't able to 
beat it.

The seven-day roll-
ing average for new U.S. 
cases has climbed over 
the past two weeks to al-
most 42,000 per day. The 
nation also sees more than 
700 COVID-19 deaths 
each day. COVID-19 also is 
deadlier than the flu, de-
spite Trump's claim other-
wise. Flu has killed 12,000 
to 61,000 Americans an-
nually since 2010, accord-
ing to CDC estimates.

It is true that the 
vast majority of people 
who get COVID-19 devel-
op only mild symptoms. 
But experts can't predict 
which patients will de-
velop dangerous or dead-
ly infections. And only a 
small percentage of Amer-
icans have been sickened 
by the coronavirus, mean-
ing the vast majority are 
still at risk for infection.

It is true, as Trump 
said in the video, that 
medicines have been 
found that can treat the 
virus, reducing chanc-
es for severe illness and 
death. But there is still 
no cure for it and no de-
finitive date for when an 
effective vaccine might 
become widely available. 

Greek court rules Golden Dawn 
party criminal organization

Japan seeks to boost catch 
limits of prized bluefin tuna

Mito, Oct 7 (AP): Japan has pro-
posed raising its catch quotas for 
Pacific bluefin tuna, a fish so highly 
prized for sushi and sashimi that 
its population is at less than 5% of 
historical levels.

An online meeting of countries 
that manage the Pacific bluefin 
that began Tuesday is studying 
the proposal to raise Japan's catch 
limits for both smaller and larger 
bluefin tuna by 20%.

A slight improvement in the 
spawning population for the fish 
has raised confidence that it can 
recover from decades of overfish-
ing. But conservation experts say 
increasing catch limits too soon 
could undo progress toward re-
storing the species.

Increasing harvests of such fish 
could also drive prices lower, mak-
ing the industry less profitable in 
the long run, the Pew Charitable 
Trusts said in a report issued Tues-
day.

The report, Netting Billions 
2020: A Global Tuna Valuation, 
put the market value of seven tuna 
species including bluefin at 40.8 
billion in 2018. Despite increased 
catches, that was a decrease from 
41.6 billion in 2012.

Just because increasing catch 
is sustainable does not mean it is 

always the right thing to do," said 
Grantly Galland, an officer in Pew's 
international fisheries team.

Prices for most species of tuna 
have fallen due to oversupply of 
caught fish, he said.

The meeting of the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Com-
mission and the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission in-
cludes more than two dozen coun-
tries that collaborate to manage 
fisheries on the high seas and curb 
illegal and unauthorized fishing 
and other activities that endanger 
highly migratory species such as 
the Pacific bluefin.

The countries participating in 
management of the Pacific blue-
fin committed in 2017 to reducing 
their catches to help return the 
species to 20% of its historic size 
by 2034.

Japan plays a critical role in the 
survival of the species not just be-
cause of its huge appetite for the 
fish. The Pacific bluefin spawns 
almost entirely in seas near Ja-
pan and Korea. Japanese fisher-
men also capture small tuna to 
be farmed to maturity, although 
the number of traditional artis-
anal fishermen has fallen in recent 
years as younger Japanese choose 
not to engage in such dangerous 

and difficult work.
The latest data show the 

spawning stock biomass of the 
Pacific bluefin, an indicator of 
the fish's ability to reproduce at a 
sustainable level, rising to about 
28,000 metric tons in 2018 from 
10,837 metric tons in 2010.

That is still less than half the 
estimate for 1995 of a spawning 
stock biomass of 62,784 metric 
tons. It puts the species at about 
4.5% of the baseline level it would 
be at if there were no fishing at all, 
up from 4% several years ago.

Demand for bluefin tuna is 
such that any progress draws 
pressure for bigger catches. Last 
week, the Marine Stewardship 
Council granted certification for a 
Japanese fishery's Atlantic bluefin, 
over conservationists' objections 
that such a move might hinder its 
long-term recovery.

In 2019, Japan reported a catch 
of 3,757 tons of smaller tuna and 
5,132 of larger tuna, according to 
documents prepared for the on-
line meeting. To comply with its 
limits, it transferred 250 tons of 
its catch quota for smaller Pacific 
bluefin to its limit for the larger 
ones, according to documents 
prepared for this week's online 
conference. 

ATHENS, Greece (AP): 
A Greek court ruled on 
Wednesday that the far-
right Golden Dawn party 
was operating as a crim-
inal organization, deliv-
ering landmark guilty 
verdicts following a po-
litically charged five-year 
trial against dozens of 
defendants.

The court ruled that 
seven of the 18 former 
lawmakers, including 
Nikos Michaloliakos, the 
head of the party which 
had become Greece’s 
third largest during the 
country’s financial crisis, 
were guilty of leading a 
criminal organization. 
The others were found 
guilty of participating in 
a criminal organization.

As news of the guilty 
verdicts broke, cheers 
and celebrations erupt-
ed among the crowd of 
at least 20,000 people 
gathered in an anti-fas-
cist rally outside the Ath-
ens courthouse. A small 
group threw Molotovs 
and stones, with police 
responding with tear gas 
and water cannon.

The marathon trial 
had been assessing four 
cases rolled into one: the 
2013 fatal stabbing of 
Greek rap singer Pavlos 
Fyssas, physical attacks 
on Egyptian fishermen 
in 2012 and on left-wing 
activists in 2013, and 
whether Golden Dawn 
was operating as a crim-
inal organization.

The 68 defendants 
included the 18 former 
lawmakers from the par-
ty that was founded in 
the 1980s as a neo-Nazi 
organization and rose in 
prominence during the 
country’s decade-long fi-
nancial crisis.

Prime Minister Kyria-
kos Mitsotakis said the 
verdict “ends a traumat-
ic cycle” in the country’s 
public life.

“Its political dimen-
sion has, fortunately, 
been judged by the vic-
tory of democracy, which 
expelled the Nazi for-
mation from Parliament 
(in elections),” he said. 
“Now, the independent 
judiciary is giving its own 
answer.”

The three-member 
panel of judges also 

found Giorgos Roupaki-
as guilty of the murder 
of Fyssas, prompting ap-
plause inside the court-
room and among the 
crowd outside. Roupaki-
as had been accused of 
being a party supporter 
who delivered the fatal 
stab wounds to Fyssas. 
Another 15 defendants 
— none of them former 
lawmakers — were con-
victed as accomplices.

Leaving the court-
house, Fyssas’ mother 
Magda Fyssa, who had 
attended nearly every 
court session over the 
last five years, raised her 
arms and shouted: “Pav-
los did it. My son!”

All five people ac-
cused of attempted 
murder against the fish-
ermen were also found 
guilty, while the four ac-
cused of attempted mur-
der in the attacks against 
left-wing activists were 
found guilty of the lesser 
charge of causing bodily 
harm.

Only 11 of the 68 de-
fendants were present, 
with the rest represented 
by their lawyers. None of 
the former Golden Dawn 
lawmakers were in court.

“The ruling demon-
strates that they were 
just a gang of knife-wield-
ing thugs who took their 
orders from the top,” said 
Thanassis Kambayiannis, 
one of the lawyers repre-
senting the fishermen.

After the verdicts, 
defense lawyers began 
summations ahead of 
sentencing, a process 
that could last several 
days. Those convicted 
of leading a criminal or-
ganization face up to 15 
years in prison, while 
the others face up to 10 
years. Roupakias faces a 
life sentence.

“Today marks a huge 
victory for justice and re-
spect for Greece and the 
entire world,” Eva Cosse, 
Greece researcher at Hu-
man Rights Watch, told 
The Assoicated Press. “It 
sends a strong message 
that hate crimes are not 
and should not be toler-
ated in a democratic so-
ciety.”

Security was tight 
at the courthouse, with 
around 2,000 police, 

drones and a police heli-
copter deployed.

The crowd at the an-
ti-fascist rally waved ban-
ners with slogans includ-
ing “Fyssas lives, crush 
the Nazis,” and chanted 
“The people demand the 
Nazis in jail.” More than 
5,000 people held a sim-
ilar rally in the northern 
city of Thessaloniki.

Outside the court-
house, protester George 
Kounanis, who works as 
an employment equali-
ty campaigner for LGBT 
workers, said he was re-
lieved by the verdict.

“We have lived under 
the threat they posed for 
years. They have beaten, 
threatened and verbally 
abused same sex cou-
ples. They hate every-
thing that is not Greek 
and macho,” he said. “But 
we never cowed and nev-
er stopped speaking out 
against them. So it does 
feel like a vindication. A 
lot of people supported 
them, so we cannot be 
complacent.”

Politicians from 
across the political spec-
trum, from the govern-
ing conservative New 
Democracy party to 
Greece’s Communist Par-
ty and the former gov-
erning left-wing Syriza 
party, also attended.

At the crux of the case 
was whether the string of 
violent attacks could be 
linked to Golden Dawn’s 
leadership. During the 
trial, the prosecutor rec-
ommended the acquit-
tal of many of the party 
members for lack of evi-
dence.

Golden Dawn denies 
any direct link to the at-
tacks and described the 
trial and charges against 
the party’s leadership as 
an “unprecedented con-
spiracy” aimed at curb-
ing its rise in popularity.
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PRETTY IN PARIS! American-French actress, Lily-
Rose Depp attended the Chanel show during Paris Fashion Week.
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ARIES:
We all have an idea of the life we want to create, and what we 
need in order to achieve the desired results. However, things 
don't always go in accordance with our plan, Aries, in which case 
we are quick to adopt the failure narrative. Today, the cards are 
urging you to perceive your reality from a different perspective. 
To make a conscious effort to replace 'rejection' with 'redirection'. 
You will soon understand why things unfolded the way they did.
Tip: Think of this rejection as a redirection.
TAURUS:
Endings are often associated with pain, but in your case they 
will prove to be liberating in many ways. Word for the wise: let 
go with loving awareness and know that something better awaits 
you on the other side of this transition. As such, this is a time of 
going with the flow; of feeling a sense of oneness with the cosmic 
currents. Follow the path of least resistance and know that many 
mysteries will be revealed to you in the process.
Tip: A blessed change is on the cards.
GEMINI:
Life does give us second chances—and this is yours, Gemini! 
Something you may have rejected in the past is finding its way back 
into your experience. Listen to the voice in your head that's telling 
you this is worth a shot. Remember, the Universe can only show 
us an opening. It's what we make of the given opportunities that 
ultimately defines our future. For some of you, a relocation may be 
on the cards too. Let go of the need to discuss this offer with other 
people and trust what you are being guided to do.
Tip: A relocation may be on the cards.
CANCER:
The divine arts continue to take centre stage in the Cancer HQ. 

You're delving into the world of mysteries like never before and 
realising that the veil that separates us from the unseen realms 
is but an illusion. A chance encounter with a mentor or guide 
from the field will prove to be beneficial. Share your experiences, 
but also be receptive to what they have to say. Keeping your ego 
aside is the only way to receive this sacred information. On the 
downside, your mundane reality may not be half as exciting at 
the moment.
Tip: The unseen realms is where the magic is at!
LEO:
They say that everything in life is essentially a trade-off, but that 
doesn’t have to be a bad thing. Today, the cards are urging you to 
weigh your options carefully. What’s opening for you looks prom-
ising, but it requires you to let go of the past. Examine the attach-
ments that are keeping you tied to where you are. Ask yourself 
whether they are supporting your growth. Answering in the negative 
is a good sign that you need to move on, Leo.
Tip: Let go of the attachments that are keeping you tied to your past.
VIRGO:
The day you plant the seed is not the day you eat the fruit. This 
phase of your life requires you to be patient with your dreams as 
you tend to your garden with care. You will be rewarded with a mag-
nificent harvest—of this you can be sure. But that doesn’t mean 
your fears regarding the future won’t show up. The key is to step 
into the role of the observer, to trust in your divine wisdom, and 
take the necessary actions without getting attached to a specific 
outcome.
Tip: Tend to your garden with care.
LIBRA:
Your birthday month sees you looking back at the trajectory of your 

life and assessing the things that have and haven't worked for you. 
It's been a series of trial and error, but you wouldn't trade your fail-
ures for anything. You are who you are today because you gave 
yourself the permission to trip and fall. However, the next level of 
your life is about upgrading from rookie to expert—a process that 
requires you to integrate your past learnings with loving awareness. 
PS: The best is yet to come, Libra!
Tip: Celebrate who you are today. What a long way you have come!
SCORPIO:
You win some, you lose some—and that’s just the way life unfolds. 
But the trouble is, we tend to give a lot more power to our failures. 
Could you be looking at the cup as half empty, Scorpio? Redirect 
your gaze to all that’s working out for you, and know that your trust in 
the divine forces will turn the wheel of fortune around. While you’re 
at it, let go of your weapons *and* your defensiveness. Finding a 
way to work with, rather than against the team, will help advance 
your career.
Tip: Readjust your gaze.
SAGITTARIUS:
We're always in a rush to get somewhere or to achieve some-
thing. It’s safe to say that this goal-oriented approach has killed 
our mojo and taken us away from the simple pleasures of life. 
Today, you’re being asked to honour and acknowledge your 
body’s need to slow down, and give yourself the love and care 
you deserve. Remember, we cannot go from action to action. It 
is by making space for rest and relaxation that we are able to 
refuel our reserves.
Tip: Rest it out.
CAPRICORN:
Capricorns in the family business will find that this is a time of 

growth and expansion. Surprise, surprise! Too many cooks do 
not spoil the broth. The answer to working together harmoni-
ously, however, lies in handling different aspects of the trade. 
Domestic bliss will continue to be a big theme for you—and 
spending time with your family will prove to be rewarding in so 
many ways. Getting ready to tie the knot? You may feel inspired 
to forge a deeper connection with your partner's tribe in the com-
ing days.
Tip: Domestic bliss is on the cards.
AQUARIUS:
You're leaving the past and all the turmoil associated with it 
behind—even though you cannot see it yet. This is a time of 
transitions, Aquarius. Trust that you're being led towards calmer 
shores where peace and harmony will be yours to keep. But, 
before you move on, take a moment to offer a prayer of gratitude 
to the mysterious forces for the heartache too. As Amy Poehler 
once said, "Sometimes painful things can teach us lessons we 
didn't think we needed to know."
Tip: You are being led to a better place.
PISCES:
Not everything works out according to plan, and that can only 
be a good thing. Consider this rejection as a redirection, Pi-
sces. Look through the eyes of wisdom and you will under-
stand that the Universe is actually supporting your growth. On 
the upside, both creativity and spirituality are blessed as a re-
sult of this cosmic collab. Instead of doing things the way that 
you have always been, mix them up. The coming together 
of two seemingly contradicting ideas promises to bring forth 
magnificent results.
Tip: It's time to mix things up.

Elisabeth Moss to star as former US 
Congresswoman Katie Hill in new movie

Guitar rock 
god Eddie Van 
Halen dies of 
cancer at 65

New York, Oct 7 (AP): Eddie Van 
Halen, the guitar virtuoso whose 
blinding speed, control and inno-
vation propelled his band Van Ha-
len into one of hard rock's biggest 
groups, fueled the unmistakable 
fiery solo in Michael Jackson's hit 
Beat It and became elevated to the 
status of rock god, has died.

He was 65 A person close to Van 
Halen's family confirmed the rock-
er died Tuesday due to cancer.

The person was not authorized 
to publicly release details in ad-
vance of an official announcement.

With his distinct solos, Ed-
die Van Halen fueled the ultimate 
California party band and helped 
knock disco off the charts starting 
in the late 1970s with his band's 
self-titled debut album and then 
with the blockbuster record 1984, 
which contains the classics Jump, 
Panama and Hot for Teacher.

Van Halen is among the top 20 
best-selling artists of all time and 
the band was inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007.

Rolling Stone magazine put Ed-
die Van Halen at No 8 in its list of 
the 100 greatest guitarists.

Jimmy Kimmel, Sammy Hagar 
react to death of Eddie Van Halen

Reaction to the death of guitar rock 
god Eddie Van Halen, who passed away 
Tuesday at age 65 after battling cancer.

“Heartbroken and speechless. My 
love to the family,” tweeted Sammy 
Hagar.

“Sad to hear Eddie Van Halen has 
passed away. A guitar innovator with 
a fierce spirit of musical and 
technical exploration. Prayers 
and thoughts with his family 
and friends,” Yusuf/Cat Ste-
vens tweeted.

“Rest in peace guitar leg-
end Eddie Van Halen. Bro-
ken heart We will miss you,” 
tweeted Billy Idol.

“Two of the best hours of 
my life were spent chatting 
with Eddie Van Halen. A great 
musician, yes - also a funny 
and lovely guy who will be 
missed terribly. Sending love 
to Janie, Wolf, Alex & all those 
who loved him,” Jimmy Kim-
mel tweeted.

“My heart is broken. Ed-
die was not only a Guitar God, 
but a genuinely beautiful soul. 
Rest in peace, Eddie!,” Gene 
Simmons tweeted.

“I’m so grateful Wolfie and 
I were able to hold you in your last mo-
ments. I will see you in our next life,” Van 
Halen’s ex-wife Valerie Bertinelli wrote 
on Instagram.

“Crushed. So (expletive) crushed. 
RIP Eddie Van Halen. You changed our 
world. You were the Mozart of rock 
guitar. Travel safe rockstar,” tweeted 
Nikki Sixx.

“Oh NO! Speechless. A trailblazer 
and someone who always gave every-
thing to his music. A good soul. I re-
member first seeing him playing at the 

Starwood in 1976 and he WAS Eddie 
Van Halen. So shocked and sad. My con-
dolences to Wolfie and the family,” Paul 
Stanley tweeted.

“I’m just devastated to hear the news 
of the passing of my dear friend Eddie 
Van Halen. He fought a long and hard 
battle with his cancer right to the very 

end. Eddie was one of a very special kind 
of person, a really great friend. Rest In 
Peace my dear friend till we meet again,” 
Black Sabbath’s Tony Iommi tweeted.

“Guitars are gently weeping every-
where. Shred In Power Eddie Van Ha-
len,” songwriter Diane Warren tweeted.

“Apex talent. An unparalleled titan 
in the annals of rock n roll. One of the 
greatest musicians in the history of 
mankind. Rest In Peace, King Edward,” 
Tom Morello tweeted.

“It wouldn’t be an hour of the day 

or a day of the week in the year 2020 if 
we didn’t at least get 22 simultaneous 
pieces of awful every few minutes. RIP 
#VanHalen,” actor Josh Gad tweeted.

“Rest In Peace to a Eddie Van Halen, 
Rock God. Favorite riff: Eruption. What’s 
yours?,” tweeted Papa Roach.

“RIP Eddie Van Halen. Van Halen 

were a tremendous influence on both 
Vinnie & Dime & Pantera. Hopefully they 
are all rocking out together now,” heavy 
metal band Pantera tweeted.

“I lost my mom to cancer at 66.. too 
damn young. Eddie Van Halen was 65.. 
too damn young. Another lifetime of 
memories ahead of them should have 
been made. This hurts my heart. My 
mom and I would drive around in her 
car and blast Panama.. we both loved 
Van Halen music,” comedian Dane Cook 
tweeted.

Netflix sets premiere date 
for 'Selena: The Series'

Los Angeles, Oct 7 (PTI): "Selena: The 
Series", a biographical drama about 
Tejano music legend Selena Quintan-
illa, will start streaming on Netflix 
from December 4, the streamer has 
announced.

The project is a coming-of-age 
story following Selena Quintanilla 
(played by Christian Serratos) as 
her dreams come true and all the 
heart-wrenching and life-changing 
choices she and her family have to 
make as they navigate success, fam-
ily, and music.

The announcement was made on 
Wednesday via Netflix's Twitter page 
Con Todo. A teaser trailer and poster 
art were also released in a tweet with 
the message "Every legend begins 
with a dream".

Julio Macias, Jesse Posey, Hunt-
er Reese Pena, and Carlos Alfredo Jr 
are set as series regulars, with Juan 
Martinez, Daniela Estrada and Paul 
Rodriguez Jr in recurring roles. Hi-
romi Kamata is directing the first 
part, which consists of six one-hour 
episodes. Moises Zamora is the writ-
er and executive producer on the series.

Jaime Davila, Rico Martinez, Suzette 
Quintanilla, actor and sister of Selena 
Quintanilla, and Simran A Singh are also 
attached to executive produce. Cam-
panario Entertainment is the produc-
tion banner behind the series.

Also part of the cast are Gabriel Cha-
varria, Ricardo Chavira, Noemi Gonzalez, 
Seidy Lopez, and Madison Taylor Baez. 

A 1997 biopic on Selena Quintanilla ex-
plored the life story of the singer, which 
starred Jennifer Lopez in the title role.

One of the most celebrated Mexi-
can-American performers in the late 
20th century, Selena Quintanilla earned 
the title of Queen of Tejano music. 

Los Angeles, Oct 7 (PTI): Actor Elisabeth 
Moss will portray former US Congresswoman 
Katie Hill in an upcoming movie from Blum-
house TV.

According to Variety, the movie is an of-
ficial adaptation of Hill's memoir "She Will 
Rise: Becoming a Warrior in the Battle for 
True Equality".

Blumhouse TV op-
tioned the book, which was 
released in August, and will 
produce alongside Michael 
Seitzman and his banner 
Maniac Productions, and 
Moss's production compa-
ny Love & Squalor Pictures.

Michael Seitzman, who 
wrote the feature film 
"North Country", will pen 
the screenplay for the proj-
ect.

The book follows Hill 
as a young woman with no 
prior political experience 
whose charm and common 
sense won over the people in her district and 
thrust her into the halls of power in Washing-
ton.

"While her brash confidence won her 
powerful allies and infuriated her enemies, it 
was privately concealing a cycle of domestic 
abuse she was trapped in at home, infamously 
culminating in the release of intimate photos 
and the revelation of her own admitted per-

sonal mistakes that would eventually result 
in her stunning fall from grace," the official 
logline read.

Moss said she is honoured to play Hill in 
the movie and help in telling her story to the 
world.

"Her strength and work to amplify wom-
en's voices is incredibly inspiring to me and 

her experiences could not be more important 
for us to magnify right now. As always, Jason 
and the Blumhouse team are such incredible 
partners and Lindsey and I are thrilled to 
make something powerful with them and Mi-
chael," she added.

Hill will serve as an executive producer on 
the movie alongside Moss, Lindsey McManus 
and Jeremy Gold.


