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SPYF pokes holes in SKM defence of BJP assurances, 
regrets narrow-mindedness of Pol Secy to CM

SPYF ON WHY CAA IS WRONG:
“Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 is contagious, 
both for India and Sikkim.  No amount of lies, cov-
er ups, propaganda is going to change it. First of all, 
it has undermined the very foundation of the con-
stitution. Secularism enshrined in the preamble is 
the foundation of our constitution on which our 
freedom fighter always stressed upon. India, right 
from ancient time has always embraced the peo-
ple irrespective of his country, religion or race. The 
BJP’s ploy of giving away the citizenships to Hindus 
migrant of just three countries goes against the hu-
manist culture of India followed since ancient time.”

SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 16 Dec:

Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum today 

poked holes in Political 
Secretary to the CM, Ja-
cob Khaling’s defence of 
verbal assurances made 
by Union Home Minister, 
Amit Shah, with regard to 
Sikkim’s misgivings with 
regard to the Citizen-
ship [Amendment] Act. 
The youth organization 
also saw “narrow-mind-
edness” in Mr Khaling’s 
attempts to paint SPYF’s 
anti-CAA rally as being 
instigated and supported 
by agent provocateurs 
from outside the State.

SPYF has gone so far 
as to say that “ever since 
the formation of coali-
tion with BJP, SKM has 
turned autocratic.”

In a press statement 
issued today, SPYF has 
countered that Mr Khal-
ing has “hurled baseless 
arguments” just to “tar-
nish” the protest held 
against the CAA in Gang-
tok on 14 December. 

“By viewing the 
movement through his 
specs of narrow think-
ing he has exposed his 
narrow mindedness,” the 
SPYF release states while 
highlighting that “not 
everyone who speaks in 
the favor of the common 
people aspires to become 
a politician.” 

The release also re-
minds that Mr Khaling 
was an SPYF supporter 
when he was in Opposi-
tion and even participat-
ed in some of its move-
ments at the time. 

Now, however, in the 
“absence of any rational 
argument to tarnish the 
protest against CAA he in-
dulged in blatant lies and 
baseless allegations,” the 
release states while add-
ing that “his desperation 
was clear in his words.”

“His desperation ex-
ceeded all the limits when 

he alleged that the move-
ment was ‘sponsored’ just 
because some students of 
North-Eastern states had 
participated in the rally,” 
the release adds while re-
minding Mr Khaling that 
Sikkim University was a 
central university with 
students from all over 
India and that every stu-

dent had a right to pro-
test here and get heard.

“Only a man, who has 
no feelings for other sen-
tient beings, hurl words 
like Mr Khaling did to the 
students who were suf-
fering due to killings, tor-
tures and arrests of their 
near and dear ones,” the 
release adds.

The SKM Government 
would do well to instead 
focus on ensuring better 
protections against CAA 
for Sikkim. On Mr Khal-
ing’s claim that Article 
371F was strong enough 
to protect Sikkim, SPYF 
points out that citizen-
ship comes under cen-
tral list and there is no 
provision in Article 371F 
which can stop the CAA 
in Sikkim. 

“Moreover, an Indian 

citizen can easily become 
a voter in Sikkim. So the 
arguments of Mr Khaling 
are nothing but a white 
lie,” the release argues.

The release adds: 
“Ever since the forma-
tion of Coalition with 
BJP, SKM has turned au-
tocratic. Its administra-
tion poses unnecessary 
restrictions on demo-
cratic protests. Even for 
this protest we had to 
wait for 4 days and we 
were made to visit the 
DAC several times just 
to receive the license 
for the protest. In the 
end our route was di-
verted. In the past too, 
we had to face harass-
ments from the present 
administration just to 
get the license for the 
protest.”  

GOLAY ASSuReS CItIZeNSHIP ACt 
WILL NOT BE EXTENDED TO SIKKIM
CAA good for nation, outsiders 
making it an issue in Sikkim: CM
Summit Report
Gangtok, 16 Dec:

The Citizenship 
Amendment Act 

was good for the nation 
and the SKM party and 
government are clear in 
their stand that it should 
not be extended to Sik-
kim, Chief Minister PS 
Tamang [Golay], said 
while addressing a Sake-
wa celebration near the 
capital today.

He also accused polit-
ical parties and some in-
dividuals of misguiding 
the people of the State 
by playing an emotional 
card devoid of any basis. 

“The SKM govern-
ment has already cleared 
its stand on the issue. 
CAA is good for the na-
tion but it is the clear 
stand of SKM party and 
government that the 
Act must not be imple-
mented in Sikkim. I have 
already petitioned the 
Union government and 
Union Home minister on 
this,” he said.

He added that “some 
outsiders” who have 
come to study in Sik-

kim have been making 
it an issue by conduct-
ing a protest rally. His 
hint was clearly at the 
SPYF anti-CAA rally held 
in Gangtok on 14 De-
cember which was also 
joined by some students 
from Assam.

The CM held up Ar-
ticle 371F as the “Con-
stitutional shield” which 
will ensure that CAA or 
any such laws do not 
touch Sikkim. He ap-
pealed to people not to 
pay heed to what he sees 
as baseless rumours and 
claims on the issue.

He added that Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
has clearly stated that Sik-
kim will not be affected by 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act and National 
Register of Citizens and 
hence the people of Sik-
kim need not worry.

He also thanked 
the Union government, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the Union 
Home Minister for keep-
ing Sikkim out of the 
purview of CAA on the 
basis of Article 371F.

CM assures to complete stalled 
Paruhang Sapten Mangkhim Samiti
ReBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 16 Dec:

Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang [Golay] today 

attended the state-lev-
el Sakewa celebra-
tions here at Paruhang 
Sapten Mangkhim at 
Ranka Rai Goan. 

The celebration was 
organised by Paruhang 
Sapten Mangkhim Sami-
ti and Akhil  Kirat Rai 
Sangh, Sikkim.

In his address, the 
CM announced govern-
ment support of Rs 5 
lakh to each community 
for celebration of their 
main festivals in the 
State and expressed his 
happiness at attending 
the Sakewa celebration. 
He appealed to the peo-
ple to maintain and pro-
mote communal harmo-
ny and work collectively 
for the betterment of 
Sikkim. He also spoke 
on the importance of 
Sakewa festival.

The CM also an-
nounced that the SKM 
government will com-

plete the Paruhang 
Sapten Mangkhim proj-
ect. 

“When our SKM 
government came, we 
had announced that 
we will give continuity 
to the good works ini-
tiated by the previous 
government. Hence, to 
complete the Paruhang 
Sapten Mangkhim is the 
responsibility of our 
government,” he said. 

“This project was 
started by the previous 
government in 2009 but 
was left incomplete. Af-
ter we came to power, 

we have been successful 
in partially completing 
this Mangkhim and will 
complete it. The proj-
ect was budgeted for Rs 
34 crore of which Rs 22 
crore was already re-
leased and now we have 
sanctioned Rs 4 crore in 
the supplementary bud-
get and the remaining Rs 
10 crore we will give in 
2020-11 budget,” he de-
tailed.

While on the themes, 
the CM said the State 
government will ex-
tend support for con-
struction of Bhawans 

of all communities.
Political Secretary to 

the CM, Jacob Khaling, 
also addressed the event. 

The organising com-
mittee felicitated the CM. 

Addressing the fes-
tival, Paruhang Sapten 
Mangkhim committee 
chief patron Mohan 
Dungmali informed that 
the Chief Minister has 
taken keen interest in 
completing the Mangkh-
im project at Ranka 
and that he had called 
committee members 
to Namchi and assured 
them total support.

Not only onion, prices of potato 
and other veggies on rise

New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): Not just onion, re-
tail prices of potato and 
other vegetables have 
also shot up in the na-
tional capital on Mon-
day as recent winter 
rainfall has damaged 
some of the crops, ac-
cording to traders.

At the Azadpur 
wholesale mandi here, 
prices of main vegeta-
bles, especially onion, 
are ruling high in the 
range of Rs 70-90/kg, 
potato at Rs 22/kg, to-
mato at Rs 18/kg.

For instance, whole-
sale rate of cabbage 
was quoting Rs 7-10/
kg on Monday at Aza-
dpur mandi, as against 
Rs 1.40-3/kg a year 
ago, cauliflower at Rs 
8-22.50/kg as against 
Rs 5-10/kg in the pre-
vious year, while carrot 
at Rs 4-23/kg as against 
Rs 2-12/kg, and capsi-
cum at Rs 12-22/kg as 
against Rs 6-12/kg in 
the said period, accord-
ing to data from central 
government portal Ag-
marknet.

However in retail 
markets, the rates are 
much higher depending 
on the quality and local-
ity. Onion is available at 
above Rs 100/kg, pota-
to at Rs 35-40/kg and 
tomato at Rs 60/kg in 
retail markets of the 
national capital region. 
Prices of other vegeta-
bles like gobi, cabbage 
and spinach double 
the rates quoted in the 
wholesale mandis.

“The supply of most 
of the vegetables, in-
cluding potato and to-
mato, has been affect-
ed because of recent 
rains. This has resulted 
in increase in prices,” 
Potato and Onion Mer-
chants Association at 
Azadpur mandi Gener-
al Secretary Rajendra 
Sharma told PTI.

Some of the vege-
table crops have been 
damaged and in some 
places, harvesting of 
onion and other crops 
has delayed due to wa-
ter-logging in the farm 
fields, he said.
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Amnesty slams police action 
against Jamia, AMu students

New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): The Amnesty In-
ternational India on 
Monday slammed the 
police for its “violent” 
action against stu-
dents at Jamia Millia 
Islamia in Delhi and 
Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity (AMU) pro-
testing against the 
amended citizenship 
act.

It said the allega-
tions that the police 
brutally beat up and 
sexually harassed 
Jamia students must 
be investigated and 
those responsible 
prosecuted.

The human rights 
body’s executive di-
rector, Avinash Kumar, 

in a statement said the 
arrest of protesters 
violate India’s obliga-
tions under interna-
tional law, specifically 
the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights (ICCPR), 
to respect and protect 
the right to freedom of 
expression and peace-
ful assembly, set out 
in Article 19 and Ar-
ticle 21 of that treaty.

“Students have the 
right to protest. Vi-
olence against them 
cannot under any cir-
cumstance be justi-
fied,” he said, refer-
ring to media reports 
on police baton charge 
against the protesting 
AMU students.

Former BJP MLA Kuldeep Sengar 
convicted in unnao rape case

USha RaNI DaS & 
UDayaN KIShOR
New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): A Delhi court con-
victed expelled BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar 
on Monday for raping a 
woman in Unnao in 2017 
saying the victim’s testi-
mony was “truthful and 
unblemished” against a 
“powerful person”.

The court convicted 
Sengar for rape under 
Indian Penal Code and 
POCSO Act for offence of 
a public servant commit-
ting penetrative sexual 
assault against child.

The court will hear 
arguments on quantum 
on sentence on Wednes-
day.The offences entail 
maximum punishment of 
life imprisonment.

District Judge 
Dharmesh Sharma, how-
ever, acquitted co-ac-
cused Shashi Singh of all 

charges.
Convicting Sengar, 53, 

under Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act, the court 
said the CBI proved that 
the victim was a minor 
and was rightly prosecut-
ed the special law.

“I found her state-
ment truthful and un-
blemished that she was 
sexually assaulted. She 
was under threat, wor-
ried. She is a village girl, 
not from cosmopolitan 
educated area... Sengar 
was powerful person. So 
she took her time..,” the 
judge said while reading 
out the verdict.

When the judge 
started pronouncing the 
judgement, co-accused 
Singh fainted.

The court noted that 
after the victim wrote let-
ter to the UP Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, sev-

eral criminal cases were 
filed against her family 
and “imprints of Sengar” 
were visible in them.

The court expressed 
surprise over the delay 
by the CBI in filing charge 
sheet in the rape case 
and said it prolonged 
trial against Sengar and 
others.

Referring to the POCSO, 
which had come into being 
to impart expeditious jus-
tice involving children as 
victims of sexual assault, 
the court said there was 
“nothing wrong” with law 
but its ineffective imple-
mentation on ground and 
lack of human approach of 
officers concerned led to a 
situation where justice was 
delayed.

It said that the CBI it-
self was not following the 
manual relating to inves-
tigation and prosecution.
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Nawin Kiran and Passang Sherpa condemn 
SKM stand on Sikkim’s anti-CAA sentiments
SAGAR CHHetRI
Gangtok, 16 Dec: 
Political activists Naw-
in Kiran Pradhan and 
Passang Sherpa today 
countered the State Gov-
ernment’s defence of as-
surances received from 
the Union Home Minis-
ter that the Citizenship 
Amendment Act will not 
affect Sikkim. Addressing 
a joint press conference 
here today, they stated 
that the Political Sec-
retary to the CM, Jacob 
Khaling, was conducting 
himself like a spokes-
person for the Bharatiya 
Janata Party instead of 
speaking more strong-
ly for Sikkim. They also 
condemned Mr Khaling’s 
allegation that students 
from Assam were insti-
gating anti-CAA senti-
ments in Sikkim.

Turning the allega-
tions around, they al-
leged that Mr Khaling has 
been trying to misguide 
and deceive the people of 
Sikkim on the amended 
Citizenship Act.

It may be recalled 
that Mr Khaling, while 
asserting that BJP and 
the Central Government, 
in a statement issued in 
Parliament, have assured 
to continuously protect 
Article 371F and hence 
Sikkim needs to have 
faith in BJP on the matter.

Sikkim Subject Com-
mittee vice-convener, 
Nawin Kiran Pradhan, 
argued today that Mr 
Khaling’s claim that CAA 
has not been implement-
ed in Sikkim was the big-
gest lie in the history of 
Sikkim. 

He reiterated that 

because the amendment 
does not make any re-
laxations for Sikkim like 
it does for some other 
parts of the North East, 
it is clear that is has also 
been extended to Sik-
kim.

As for the SPYF rally 
which the State Govern-
ment and the SKM have 
so many misgivings 
about, Mr Pradhan and 
Mr Sherpa highlight-
ed that people from all 
walks of life had partic-
ipated in the rally and 
that the allegation that 
students from Assam 
were creating unrest 

and anarchy in the State 
was totally wrong and 
reprehensible.

Mr Sherpa, speaking 
as the coordinator, “I 
Am 371F,” pointed out 
that the statements of 
the Chief Minister and 
his political advisor on 
the CAA are based on 
verbal assurances of 
the Union Home Minis-
ter which has no legal 
standing. 

He stressed that the 
verbal assurances cannot 
stop an Act from getting 
implemented in the State.

“We want to strongly 
condemn the allegation 

that Assam students 
are trying to create anar-
chy in the State,” he said 
while demanding that Mr 
Khaling apologize to stu-
dents from Assam for his 
irresponsible statement.

Regretting that Mr 
Khaling was behaving 
like a BJP spokesperson, 
they also questioned 
why, if Article 371F 
keeps CAA out of Sikkim, 
did the SKM MP speak 
against and vote against 
it in the Lok Sabha. 

They have also de-
manded that the Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly im-
mediately pass a resolu-
tion that CAA will not be 
implemented in Sikkim. 

Mr Sherpa is con-
vinced that SKM was try-
ing to make BJP happy at 
the cost of the future of 
the people of Sikkim.
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GENERaL LaND fOR SaLE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAt FOR ReNt/LeASe
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENERaL LaND fOR SaLE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LaND fOR SaLE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

CM celebrates Barahimizong at Magarzong
Gyalshing, 15 Dec 
[IPR]: Chief Minister 
Prem Singh Tamang [Go-
lay] attended the Bar-
ahimizong celebration 
organised by the All Sik-
kim Mangar Association 
at Magarzong, Mangsari, 
West Sikkim. He was ac-
companied by Ministers 
Lok Nath Sharma, MN 
Sherpa and Bhim Hang 
Subba, MLA Aditya Go-
lay, former Deputy CM 
PT Lucksom, Advisors 
CP Sharma and MP Sub-
ba, Tourism Secretary TT 
Bhutia, ADC [West] Kar-
ma L Lepcha, ASP [West] 
PVG Satish, ADC Gayas 
Pega,  ASP Nakul Prad-
han, officials and other 
dignitaries. 

The CM extended his 
warm wishes to the en-
tire Mangar community 
of Sikkim on the auspi-
cious occasion of Bara-
himizong and also con-
gratulated the All Sikkim 
Mangar Association for 
organizing the program 
and wished them similar 
success for future en-
deavors. 

The CM stressed on 
the historical importance 
of Magarjung, Mangsari 

and the history of Man-
gar community. He also 
stated that the stagnant 
project of Magarjung 
Mangsari will be com-
pleted phase-wise and 
will be made into a his-
torical spot for Soreng 
Chakung constituency 
and Sikkim as a whole. 
He also expressed his de-
sire to extend his support 
the Mangar community.

While commenting 
on the demands placed 
by MLA Aditya Golay and 
All Sikkim Mangar Asso-
ciation assured that the 
demands will be looked 

into and fulfilled at the 
earliest with proper co-
ordination with the Cab-
inet. 

He also informed that 
under the Sikkim Gar-
ib Awaz Yojana, a total 
of 100 beneficiaries 
per constituency will 
be given houses each 
costing approximately 
Rs 16.85 lakh. 

He also mentioned 
that the beneficiaries 
need to be scrutinized 
and only genuine bene-
ficiaries will be provided 
the housing scheme. 

The CM further men-

tioned that in the coming 
year, many such proj-
ects and schemes will 
be provided to uplift the 
underprivileged. He also 
expressed worry over 
the health condition of 
the general population 
particularly in relation 
to Cancer and other dis-
eases. He urged the peo-
ple to take heed in what 
they consume and stay 
fit in order to avoid such 
ailments. 

He also mentioned 
that the state will pro-
vide financial support to 
patients admitted in the 

hospitals and stressed 
that medical assistance 
will be given to the needy. 
He also mentioned that 
ambulances fuel budget 
has been specifically al-
located by the state gov-
ernment for BPL families 
hence they need not pay 
even for the fuel as asked 
earlier by the ambulance 
service providers.

The Soreng Chakung 
MLA also addressed the 
gathering and placed de-
mands with the CM on 
behalf of the public of 
his constituency. He also 
informed that the Annu-
al Winter Tourism Festi-
val will be celebrated in 
Soreng. 

During the program, 
the CM was felicitated 
by the All Sikkim Man-
gar Association. Felicita-
tions were also given to 
Santosh Allay, President, 
All Sikkim Manger As-
sociation; Bishnu Rana, 
Advisor, All Sikkim Man-
ger Association; BB Rana, 
National General Secre-
tary, Mangar Association 
and Tulasa Thapa. Other 
guests and dignitaries 
were also presented me-
mentos.

Special Gram Sabha at Lingmoo 
Payong GPU discusses GPDP

SuMMIt RePORt
Lingi Payong, 16 Dec:

A special Gram Sabha 
to deliberate on 

Gram Panchayat Devel-
opment Plan 2020-25 
and Five Year Prospec-
tive Plan [2020-25] for 
Lingmoo Payong Gram 
Panchayat Unit was held 
at Lingi Payong Second-
ary School on Monday. 

The sabha was 
chaired by Panchayat 
President, Yogesh Bhan-
dari, and was also attend-
ed by Block Development 
Officer Kishore Thapa, 
all members of the seven 
panchayat wards under 
the GPU along with other 

PRI members. 
RDA Prem Kumari 

Rawat introduced the 
Gram Sabha to the agen-
da of the meeting fol-
lowed by a briefing on ac-
counts and expenditure 
by PAA Pawan Adhikari. 

The meeting dis-
cussed various resolu-
tions passed during ward 
sabhas already held and 
among the major plans 
passed today related to 
construction of a drink-
ing water tank, a veg-
etable collection and 
marketing centre, gar-
bage collection centre, 
footpath, crematorium, 
resting sheds, fencing 

of Pepthang Primary 
School, organizing rural 
sports, maintenance of 
an ambulance and salary 
and other miscellaneous 
expenses. 

The meeting included 
a brainstorming session 
on various topics and 
consensus arrived at on 
different issues. 

The Gram Sabha 
was also addressed by 
officials from various 
line departments who 
cleared doubts and que-
ries raised by the people. 
The special meeting was 
hosted and coordinated 
by Hari Prasad Adhikari, 
BFE under the GPU. 

‘Bhopal’s tragedy has not stopped’: the urban disaster still claiming lives 35 years on
haNNah ELLIS-PETERSEN
Bhopal, 16 Dec [theGuard-
ian]: The residents of JP Nagar 
have no way to escape their 
ghosts. This ramshackle neigh-
bourhood, on the outskirts 
of the Indian city of Bhopal, 
stands just metres away from 
the chemical factory which ex-
ploded just after midnight on 
2 December 1984 and seeped 
poison into their lives forev-
er. The blackened ruins of the 
Union Carbide plant still loom 
untouched behind the factory 
walls.

It remains the world’s worst 
industrial disaster, which saw 
40 tons of toxic methyl isocy-
anate gas released into the air, 
killing over 3,000 instantly and 
condemning hundreds of thou-
sands to a future of prolonged 
pain, cancer, stillbirths, miscar-
riages, lung and heart disease 
and the drawn out deaths of 
everyone around them.

“It would be better if there 
was another gas leak which 
could kill us all and put us all 
out of this misery,” said Om-
wati Yadav, 67, who can see 
the Union Carbide factory 
from the roof of her tiny one-
room stone house, painted 
peppermint green with or-
ange doors. Her body shak-
ing with sobs, she cries out: 
“Thirty five years we have 
suffered through this, please 
just let it end. This is not 
life, this is not death, we are 
in the terrible place in be-
tween.”

Her husband Panna Lal 
Yadav, 70, who worked as a 
packer in the Union Carbide 
factory, points to the black 
marks and lumps all over his 
body. “The poison is still in-
side my body,” he says. “Here 
you can see it coming out.”

This week marks the 
35th anniversary of the di-
saster yet the injustice suf-
fered by the people of Bho-
pal remains stark and un-
relenting. The official death 
toll is still disputed but an 
estimated 574,000 were 
poisoned that night and up-
wards of 20,000 people have 
died since from related con-
ditions. No one from Union 
Carbide was ever tried for 
the gross negligence that led 
to the gas explosion, despite 
multiple criminal charges 
being brought against them 
in India. No cleanup opera-
tion of the chemical waste 
– which was already being 
dumped into the local com-
munity before the explosion 
– has ever been conducted.

Surveys done by the Bho-
pal campaign groups have 
shown this toxic waste, 
which according to their 
tests contains six of the per-
sistent organic pollutants 
banned by the UN for their 
highly poisonous impacts on 
the environment and human 
health, has now reached 42 
areas in Bhopal and con-
tinues to spread. The pond 
where Union Carbide used 
to dump the chemicals sits 
festering and untouched, 
with children and wild pigs 
running on about on its 
banks.

State officials have long 
disputed that this waste has 
any harmful impact, accus-
ing activists of inventing it 
to get charity funding; offers 
by the UN and the German 
government to carry out 
tests and clear it up have 
been refused by the Indian 
government. However, SR 
Mohanty, chief secretary of 
the energy department for 
the state government, told 
the Guardian that plans have 
finally been made to carry 
out a toxicity assessment in 
the coming months.

The Guardian can also re-
veal the role the US govern-
ment has played – and con-
tinues to play – in obstruct-
ing justice for the Bhopal 
victims, in order to protect 
American corporate giants 
Union Carbide and its now 
owner Dow Chemicals.

Those who did not ini-
tially perish in the blast 
live with a toxic sword of 
Damocles over their heads. 
New data collected over 
the past nine years by the 
Sambhavna Trust suggests 
that even after three de-
cades, the mortality rate for 
gas-exposed victims is still 
28% higher than average. 
They are twice as likely to 
die of cancers, diseases of 
the lungs and tuberculosis, 
three times as likely to die 
from kidney diseases and 
63% more likely to have ill-
nesses. The Trust’s data also 
highlights the fact that over 
the past three years, almost 
a quarter of gas exposed vic-
tims were diagnosed with an 
under-active thyroid, which 
can have devastating long 
term health impacts. 

The data also suggests 
that the explosion has had 
a particularly adverse effect 
on women exposed to the 
gas, even as babies just days 
old, causing high rates of 

infertility, stillbirths, abor-
tions, early menopause and 
wreaking havoc on menstru-
al cycles. As a result, many 
women in Bhopal continue 
to be abandoned by their 
husbands, believed not to 
be capable of fulfilling the 
familial duties expected of 
them.

Yet it is the lasting im-
pact on the second and third 
generation, and on those yet 
unborn that haunts those in 
Bhopal the most. The Ching-
ari children’s centre, estab-
lished for those born with 
disabilities as a consequence 
of the disaster, has regis-
tered over 1,000 children, 
with most affected by cere-
bral palsy, muscular dystro-
phy, autism, intellectual dis-
abilities and severe learning 
difficulties. “This is the ter-
rible legacy of Bhopal: all of 
these children were born to 
parents, or even grandpar-
ents, who were in contact 
with the gas that night,” said 
Rashida Bee, the centre’s 
founder. “The situation is 
getting worse, not better. We 
are seeing more and more 
second and third generation 
children being born with such 
disabilities and coming here. 
Bhopal’s tragedy has not 
stopped.”

Activists allege that there 
has been a deliberate sup-
pression by the Indian gov-
ernment of any research 
which proves the long term 
systemic or genetic damage 
caused by the gas explosion, 
to protect the corporations 
involved. Proof of the lasting 
damage of the gas exposure 
could have major legal impli-
cations for Union Carbide and 
its current owner Dow Chem-
icals, who took ownership 
of the company and its legal 
responsibilities in 2001, in 
terms of compensation liabil-
ity. A civil court case, begun 
in 2010, is ongoing in the su-
preme court, which is arguing 
to re-open the compensation 
case for victims of Bhopal.

Indeed, one recent rare 
study authorised by govern-
ment medical body the Indian 
Council for Medical Research 
(ICMR), found that between 
2016-2017, 9% of the babies 
born to gas-exposed mothers 
had birth defects compared 
to 1.3% born to mothers with 
no exposure. However, the 
study was subsequently dis-
credited by the ICMR, who 
ordered it not to be published 
or disclosed.

“From the beginning the 
government has protected 
the corporations at the cost 
of human lives,” says Sati-
nash Sarangi, founder of the 
Sambhanva Trust which runs 
an medical clinic that has 
treated over 300,000 Bhopal 
victims. This year marks the 
25th anniversary of the trust, 
which was established entire-
ly on the basis of donations 
given by thousands of Guard-
ian readers who responded 
to a newspaper advert by the 
Bhopal Medical Appeal.

Sarangi set up the clinic 
after several incidents con-
vinced him the government 
were not giving Bhopal victims 
the correct treatment or in-
formation in a bid to disguise 
the lasting scale of the tragedy. 
Even today, in government-run 
hospitals, doctors will not ac-
knowledge if victim’s diseases 
or disabilities are gas-related. 
“It has become obvious to me 
this is never about medicine 
and people, it is about politics 
and power,” Sarangi says.

Omwati Yadav’s two grand-
sons, born to a mother and fa-
ther who were both exposed to 
the gas, are among the second 
generation victims of Bhopal. 
Walking into the hut where 
where Yikas, 21, and Aman, 19, 
lie side-by-side on the floor on 
a pink woven mat, she breaks 
down.

Both born severely dis-
abled by cerebral palsy and 
muscular dystrophy, the sever-
ity of the boys’ condition is on 
stark display. They are unable 
to walk, talk or eat without as-
sistance; their frail limbs splay 
out at awkward angles. Their 
grandmother sits in between 
them, strokes their heads and 
whispers gently in their ears. 
Looking up Yadav gestures at 
the boys, “Is this a life?” she 
asks, furiously wiping away 
her tears.

Their mother Sharda Ya-
dav, 41, who was 12 years old 
when she was exposed to the 
gas from the explosion, fiddles 
with her canary yellow sari in 
distress. “Doctors told us se-
cretly this is because of the 
gas,” she whispers. “They are 
adult men, they should be 
standing shoulder to shoulder 
with their father, but look at 
them. The do not even know if 
it is day or night, I have spent 
my whole life taking care of 
them but I get sick most of the 
time. I feel a pain in my soul 
when I look at them.”

A tsunami of grief en-
gulfs the small hut, as moth-

er, father, grandmother and 
grandfather all quietly sob. 
Lying on the floor before them, 
Yikas lets out a gentle wail, his 
only means of communicating 
with his family. Their father 
Sanjay Yadav shook his head. 
“Every day we are punished,” 
he says, “while the companies 
and the government have got 
away with doing nothing for 
35 years.”

Justice has indeed re-
mained elusive for the victims 
of Bhopal. A 1989 compensa-
tion deal, now widely panned 
as shamefully inadequate, saw 
most victims given just 25,000 
rupees (£275), while some 
received nothing at all. None 
of the nine Indian officials 
who were convicted in 2010 
for their role in the disaster 
served any time behind bars, 
while Union Carbide has never 
appeared in court.

Lingering behind the 
scenes has been the shad-
owy hand of the US govern-
ment, who, throughout three 
decades of administrations, 
have repeatedly intervened 
to shade Union Carbide and 
more recently its owner Dow 
Chemicals, from legal liability, 
according to documents seen 
by the Guardian.

In 2003, when an extradi-
tion request was sent to the US 
for Union Carbide CEO Warren 
Anderson to be extradited to In-
dia to face trial, emails released 
through freedom of information 
reveal that secretary of state Col-
in Powell and figures at the state 
department emphasised “the im-
portance of this issue to the US 
business community” and vari-
ous officials at Union Carbide met 
with officials at the US state de-
partment. The extradition request 
was later declined.

Classified emails released as 
part of WikiLeaks show that in 
2010, when the Indian govern-
ment pushed to reopen the com-
pensation settlement for Bhopal 
victims, Robert Hormats, who 
served as President Obama’s un-
der secretary of state for econom-
ic growth, energy, and the environ-
ment, met with then Indian cab-
inet minister Montek Ahluwalia 
to communicate that it would 
“look really bad to reopen a 
settlement”. Hormats is now 
vice president of Kissinger 
Associates, the geopoliti-
cal consulting firm set up 
by former US secretary 
of state Henry Kissinger, 
who took on Union Carbide 
as a client following the disas-
ter and lobbied on their behalf 
for years after.
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Currently, Delhi is getting the potato supply from 
neighbouring Punjab and Haryana, where the crop is 
damaged because of last week’s heavy rainfall. Simi-
larly, harvesting of onion has been affected due to wet 
fields, he added.

An onion trader at Azadpur said the arrival of 
fresh onion crop has not improved much even as pri-
vate traders have started importing some small quan-
tity.

“We are not able to buy onions at such high rates, 
now potato and other vegetables are also becoming 
out of reach for poor people like us,” e-rickshaw driv-
er Akbar in Bhogal market said about rising food in-
flation.

Milk and butter prices have also gone up. Even 
cooking oil prices, especially of mustard oil, has in-
creased by Rs 15/kg litre, he said adding that it is be-
coming hard to feed family members.

Onion prices have risen by 81 per cent in the last 
one month and are ruling above the Rs 100 per kg 
mark for the third week in a row in most cities, as 
government efforts to cool the rates seem to be taking 
more time than expected.

Onion prices have skyrocketed as domestic pro-
duction in Kharif and late-kharif seasons (sum-
mer-sown) is estimated to have declined by 22 per 
cent.

The government has been maintaining that it has 
taken all possible steps to rein in prices such as allow-
ing imports, imposing a ban on exports and putting 
restrictions on quantities of onions to be stocked by 
retailers and wholesalers.

Not only onion, prices...

The woman was allegedly kidnapped and raped by 
Sengar in 2017 when she was a minor.

The court has also framed charges against co-ac-
cused Shashi Singh in the case. Sengar, a four-time BJP 
MLA from UP’s Bangermau, was expelled from the BJP 
in August 2019.

Former BJP MLA...

visit us at
www.summittimes.com
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Mangan Nagar Panchayat
Mangan, North Sikkim

It in notified for the information that the Mangan Nagar Pan-
chayat has declared all wards under its jurisdiction of Open De-
fection Free Plus (ODF+) as per the protocol laid down by the 
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Government of India as a 
part of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban.

Feedbacks/objections in this matter are invited from the 
General Public within fifteen (15) days from issued of this no-
tice.

Sd/-
Municipal Executive Officer

Mangan Nagar Panchayat

MAKING tHeIR AReA SAFe: School Dara Shree Samiti, a local society of 
Lingding in East Sikkim, constructed a crash barrier along the Lingding School 
Road at Birey Bhir, a notoriously accident-prone stretch. Recently, a passerby 
had fallen to his death at this spot and the stretch is used by students of Ling-
ding Junior High School. The work was initiated by the president, School Dara 
Shree Samiti, BK Pradhan, while general Secretary Hementa Pradhan, treasurer 
NP Nepal and all members of the Society participated actively as part of their 
regular social work initiative. [from RUSTAM OJHA]

Health camp as part 
of aurora at Duga

SuMMIt RePORt
Rangpo, 17 Dec:

Lions Club of Rangpo 
along with Kins Dia-

betes Speciality Centre 
of Siliguri and Aurora 
2019 organised a day-
long health check-up 
camp at Duga today. 

The specialist team 
checked more than 50 

patients. Also today, Dr 
Samjhana Tamang of 
Epione Physiotherapy 
Clinic of Sichey, Gang-
tok, also checked pa-
tients free of cost.

Optometrist Prani-
ta Chettri from Namchi 
also checked patients 
while Rubina Chettri 
played a vital role in 

making the camp a 
grand success, a press 
release informs.

DB Chettri, presi-
dent, Aurora 2019, in-
forms that the camp 
was organised under the 
9-day Talent Hunt, Stu-
dent Fest being organ-
ised at Sunrise Acade-
my, Duga.

SMU awards PhD in 
Computer Science

SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 17 Dec: 

Papri Ghosh successful-
ly defended her PhD 

Thesis on 30 November 
on the topic “Computa-
tional Immune System 
for Ambiguity Reduction 
of Human-Computer 
Speech Interaction” un-
der the joint supervision 
of Prof. (Dr.) Tejbanta S. 
Chingtham, Professor, 
Dept. of CSE, and Prof. 
(Dr.) Mrinal Kanti Ghose, 
Professor & Head, Dept, 
of CSE, of Sikkim Mani-
pal Institute of Technol-
ogy (SMIT) under Sik-
kim Manipal University 
(SMU) and Om Dayal GI. 
under Maulana Abul Ka-
lam Azad University of 
Technology (MAKAUT), a 

press release informs.
Ms Papri is currently 

serving as an Assistant 
Professor at Surendra 
Institute of Engineering 
& Management under 
MAKAUT, in the Dept. of 
Computer Science & En-
gineering. 

The Doctor of Philos-
ophy will be awarded to 
her during the next con-
vocation of SMU.

Strength-lifters prepped for National 
Strength Lifting Championship

SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 16 Dec: 

A 32-member Sikkim 
Strength Lifting As-

sociation [SSLA] team is 
all set to represent the 
State at the 29th edition 
of Senior and Masters’ 
National Strength Lift-
ing Championship 2019 
for Men and Women to 
be held from 25 to 28 
December at Udaipur in 
Rajasthan. 

The State team is 
scheduled to leave for 
the championship on 22 
December.

The team has 16 lift-
ers in masters’ men cat-
egory, two in masters’ 
women, eight in senior 

men and six in senior 
women’s category and 
has Mahindra Gurung 
as team manager and 
Pempa Tamang as team 
coach. SSLA chief coach, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia will 
lead the team to the 
championship.

At a function held 
here at White Hall 
complex on Monday, 
SSLA executive mem-
bers conveyed their 
best wishes to the 
state team.

SSLA chief coach 
shares that the team 
has undergone rigor-
ous training and ex-
pressed hope that the 
team will return with 

medals for Sikkim. 
He mentioned that 

that this was for the first 
time that there were two 
lifters in the masters’ 
women’s category from 
Sikkim.  

SSLA general secre-
tary, Sonam Tshering 
Bhutia, treasurer Sher-
ap Tseten Bhutia and 
legal advisor, Prashant 
P Waiwa, advised the 
State team to maintain 
good discipline and per-
formance at the champi-
onship to keep Sikkim’s 
name on top. 

They also assured 
to provide all possible 
support to lifters in the 
State.  

GOVeRNMeNt OF SIKKIM
EDUCaTION DEPaRTMENT

tASHILING-GANGtOK
Ref No. 42/JD-Exams 2019                   Date:09/12/2019

Notice to Private Schools in Sikkim.
It has come to the notice of the State Government that many of the private 
schools are running without registration, recognition or renewed registration 
with the Department, as required under the norms of National Council of Teach-
er Education (NCTE), Right to Education Act (RTE Act) of 2009, Sikkim Educa-
tion Act, 2005 and Sikkim Education Rules, 2008. Hence, it is hereby notified to 
all such Private Institute/schools in Sikkim to get themselves registered, recog-
nized or renew registration with the Registration Cell of Education Department 
on or before March 31, 2020. Failure to this may invite penal action including 
closure and fine as per the legal provisions of the RTE Act, 2009.

Secondly, there are registered private schools which have not obtained rec-
ognition from the Education Department, as stipulated under the RTE Act, 2009 
and do not meet the requirements, such as recruitment of only professional-
ly trained teachers having B.Ed, D.El.Ed etc. with STET. These schools are also 
hereby given time till March 31, 2020 to meet these requirements of the above 
Acts and Rules from the date of issue of this Notice. Any un-recognized private 
institution/school to be running thereafter shall be liable for stringent action 
which may include closure of the institution/school as per Section 18 of the RTE 
Act, 2009.

Registering Authority
Education Department
Government of Sikkim. 

R.O. No. 296/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 10.12.2019

CPI-M to move SC against 
amended citizenship law

New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): The CPI-M on 
Monday said it would file 
a petition in the Supreme 
Court against the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act, 
saying the tweaked law is 
violative of constitution-
al provisions.

CPI-M general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury said 
here that the apex court 
would be approached ei-
ther on Monday or Tues-
day.

He said the amended 
law is violative of consti-
tutional provisions.

“Opposing the dis-
criminatory Citizenship 
Amendment Act is an 
issue of safeguarding 
the sanctity of the Con-
stitution. It is not a ‘Hin-
du-Muslim’ issue. It is 
about being Indian,” he 
said. He said the new cit-
izenship law violates the 
founding principles of In-
dia. “PM’s statements 
that protester’s ‘clothes’ 
reveal their identity yes-
terday, and his comments 
today too, reveal how 
thoughtless and callous 
this government is. CAA 
is anti- Indian. Safeguard-
ing our Constitution is an 
expression of ultimate 

patriotism,” he said.
Yechury also de-

manded that Home Min-
ister Amit Shah answer 
why police personnel 
entered the Jamia Millia 
Islamia premises without 
permission.

“There is a law in this 
country that the police 
cannot enter without pri-
or permission, how then 
did the police enter the 
varsity,” he asked.

However, he also ap-
pealed to protestors to 
maintain calm and peace 
and not to fall prey to 
communal elements.

He said he was 
“aghast” at the barbaric 
behaviour of the police.

“We have appealed to 
all the parties to come and 
join us for protests on De-
cember 19. We will have 
a synchronised protest 
against the citizenship law,” 
he said. Earlier, Yechury 
was also part of an oppo-
sition press conference 
condemning the police 
“brutality” against students 
of Jamia Millia Islamia in 
which they demanded an 
inquiry by a Supreme Court 
judge into the incidents of 
students being thrashed in 
the campus.

IGNOu shifts exam centre from Jamia
New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): The Indira Gand-
hi National Open Uni-
versity (IGNOU) shift-
ed its examination cen-
tre from Jamia Millia 
Islamia to alternative 
venue in view of the 
tense situation there.

“The examination 
centre in Jamia Mil-

lia Islamia has been 
shifted to alternative 
places. Students are 
requested to check the 
website and the entire 
date sheet to reach the 
corresponding centres 
accordingly,” a univer-
sity official said.

Braving the freez-
ing cold on Monday 

morning, hundreds of 
students, including 
a group of shirtless 
young men, poured 
into the streets outside 
the Jamia Millia Uni-
versity to protest the 
police action against 
their colleagues a day 
earlier.

India U-17 girls take on 
thailand in must-win match
Mumbai, Dec 16 (PTI): 
India will take on Thai-
land in a must-win match 
of the U-17 women’s foot-
ball tournament at the 
Mumbai Football Arena 
here on Tuesday.

In the third and final 
league-stage match, the 
hosts will need a victory 
to seal a place in the final 
against Sweden which is 
slated for December 19.

India coach Thomas 
Dennerby said that the 
team is looking forward 
to the challenge and the 
girls have a “good chance” 
of earning the win.

“The mood in the 
camp is good. It is a new 
situation tomorrow -- we 
need to win if we want 
to play the final. We’re 
looking forward to the 
challenge. Thailand 
have good players but 
we have a good chance 
too,” he said.

Dennerby, who was 
appointed as the Head 
coach in November 
talked about how the 
experience will also be 
helpful for the players 
to learn how to handle 
pressure.

“Pressure is part 
of the game. It is good 
for the players to learn 
how to handle stress. 
This is a friendly tour-
nament but by the time 
the World Cup arrives, 
there will be a lot more 
pressure and it’s good 
the girls will get to 
learn.”

Both India and Thai-
land enter the match 
on the backs of losses 
against Sweden. While 

India went down 0-3 in 
the tournament open-
er, Thailand lost 1-3 to 
Sweden.

“Thailand play very 
wide with centre-backs, 
high-positioning full-
backs. They try to build 
attacks from the goal-
keeper. Their number 8 
(Janista Jinantuya) was 
involved in 70% of the 
chances they created 
against Sweden and we 
have to make sure we 
close her down well and 
not give her free space,” 
the coach explained.

On the other hand, 
Thailand head coach 
Sarawut Suksawang 
said that he is hoping 
for an interesting game 
between the two Asian 
sides.

“India are a very 
good team and have de-
veloped a lot recently. 
We hope that both teams 
will play well and we 
will get to see an inter-
esting match,” he said.

He also thanked the 
All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) for provid-
ing the opportunity for 
his players to gain “in-
valuable experience”.

“I must thank the 
AIFF for inviting us 
here for such a good 
tournament. We have 
got the opportunity to 
play a top European 
team and India who will 
be hosting the FIFA U17 
Women’s World Cup 
next year. We appreciate 
the opportunity as our 
players will gain invalu-
able experience and learn 
a lot,” he said.

have  a story 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something 
in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Discuss Suicides More
Mental health and suicides rates need to be 

deliberated more often by the lay people

Lives continue to be lost to suicides in Sikkim. It is 
not rare for lives in their mid-twenties, late-thir-

ties and even much older to snuff out in solitary 
last moments with a noose. Victims separated by 
decades, living in villages many kilometers away 
from each other to have ever met, however have 
some things in common – a condition which made 
them suicidal and an environment which ignores 
their situation.

Suicides in Sikkim are not limited to any spe-
cific age-group, and every new incident needs to 
be received with anxious worry, because in the 
absence of empathy, suicides could become even 
more routine, an even easier decision to make for 
those on the brink when they hear of so many fol-
lowing through on their suicidal tendencies. There 
is a lot that needs to be done to save lives from 
self-destructing, but the first step towards de-
livering anything effective will have to be active 
engagement. Only once the people start talking 
about suicides beyond just airing shock over their 
increasing numbers can the society stand a chance 
of building the required defences. These conver-
sations will have to be about more than just the 
incidents and move more towards asking what the 
experts and the concerned agencies are doing to 
address the situation. More people need to begin 
asking what is being done to counsel the surviv-
ing families of suicide victims, because surely, the 
guilt that burdens them must be staggering and 
they should not be required to weather through it 
alone without any professional help. More people 
need to wonder why no explanations have been 
forthcoming as to why the suicide rate is so high 
and which experts from where will make the time 
to “study” and explain the whys and the draw up 
an action plan on how to contain it.

The reasons behind suicides or attempted sui-
cide are complex, but suicidal tendencies don’t 
always require medical expertise to detect. De-
pression and other mental disorders, feelings of 
worthlessness, signs of abuse and other warning 
signs manifest rather clearly. What is missing is 
the correct response. Family and friends, the first 
to notice these signals, perhaps prefer to ignore 
them because it is a difficult situation to address 
and they find themselves at a loss on how to re-
spond. Maybe they will seek out help and counsel-
ling if they were made to understand how serious 
the problem is. Although it is now widely accepted 
in Sikkim that too many suicides are taking place, 
individual realisation of how people around them 
could also take that route has not yet dawned. Sui-
cides are still looked at from a sanitised distance 
of it could not happen us. Any attempt at generat-
ing wider awareness and involvement on curtail-
ing suicides has to begin by sharing case studies 
of how apparently “normal” people from “normal” 
families have also ended their lives. The social 
support required to save lives will perhaps then 
reinforce itself better. It is also true that even peo-
ple worried by warning signs they notice, don’t 
know how they can help. That is where govern-
mental and non-governmental organisations can 
take a leading role. It is important to bear in mind 
that awareness is required not only to highlight 
suicides as a problem, but also in equipping the 
first-responders to panic signs – friends and fam-
ily – on what they can do and whom they can ap-
proach for help. And one is still discussing the first 
step of addressing suicides and generating aware-
ness for Sikkim here. The equally important phase 
of helping friends and family of suicide victims 
deal with the trauma and heal themselves is not 
even being considered in what little is being done 
here on the issue of suicides. 

How Boris Johnson’s Conservatives swept 
to election victory in Labour heartlands

MaTThEW fLINDERS
theconversation.com

Welcome to a whole new political world. The 
UK general election of 2019 has delivered a 

seismic shift in the balance of the country’s poli-
tics, the consequences of which are very hard, if 
not impossible to predict. But what’s clear is that 
Boris Johnson has broken the legislative deadlock 
with regard to Europe and will now wield power in 
a manner that his recent predecessors could only 
have dreamed of.

To this extent the political system appears to 
have worked – the people have spoken. Clearly they 
want to “get Brexit done”, but the result also sug-
gests the existence of a major disconnect between 
the UK’s main opposition Labour party and a big 
chunk of its base.

When the returning officer announced that the 
Conservatives had won the previously safe Labour 
seat of Blyth Valley just 92 minutes after the polls 
closed it was clear that something dramatic had 
occurred. Blyth is a proud town that grew around 
shipbuilding, mining and fishing.

But one-by-one as the results came in Labour’s 
“red wall” appeared ever more fragile. Bassetlaw 
and Bolsover, Burnley and Bishop Auckland, Work-
sop and Wolverhampton, Stockton and Scunthor-
pe, Redcar and Wrexham, Workington and West 
Bromwich, Rother Valley and the Don Valley. All are 
names that were once synonymous with the La-
bour Party and they had suddenly turned blue. The 
UK woke up to a full English Brexit.

The great paradox which must now be ex-
plained is just why so many traditional Labour vot-
ers felt willing to cross the political divide and vote 
Tory, especially in deprived areas where the legacy 
of Thatcherism still casts a clear shadow. 

Brexit may have created the noise but it was 
arguably the levels of endemic distrust that pro-
vided the deeper message. The “Boris bounce” that 
has just occurred was not fuelled by positive hope 
and optimism but fatigue and frustration with a 
political system that appeared unable or unwilling 
to cope with the burdens of Brexit. In this climate 
“get Brexit done” proved a simple and persuasive 
message.

But this still doesn’t explain quite why Labour’s 
traditional heartlands appeared so willing to reject 
the party. As I watched a succession of Labour can-
didates attempt to understand either their defeat 
or their much diminished majorities it struck me 
that it is to America’s deep south rather than South 
Yorkshire that we might turn in order to under-
stand what appears to have happened.

STRANGERS IN THEIR OWN LAND
Arlie Russell Hochschild is a left-leaning, grey-

haired, mild-mannered sociologist from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley who travelled to south-

western Louisiana in order to try and understand 
why white working class Americans were flocking 
to the Tea Party even though they were likely to be 
far worse off under Republican policies. Hochschild 
had read a variety of economic and cultural expla-
nations but found a full understanding of emotion 
in politics missing in all of them. He said:

“What, I wanted to know, did people want to 
feel, think they should or shouldn’t feel, and what 
do they feel about a range of issues?”

What she discovers is that large sections of 
American society feel completely overlooked and 
feel that they are looked down upon and mocked 
for their traditional values.

“You are a stranger in your own land. You do 
not recognise yourself in how others see you. It is a 
struggle to feel seen and honoured. And to feel hon-
oured you have to feel – and [be] seen as – moving 
forward. But through no fault of your own, and in 
ways that are hidden, you are slipping backward.”

Although clearly set in a very different context, I 
can’t help but think that in its core findings and ar-
guments Hochschild’s book Strangers in their Own 
Land speaks to a deeper explanation for the Labour 
Party’s poor performance. That is, a failure to un-
derstand exactly how traditional working classes 
feel, while at the same time sometimes slipping 
into a lazy characterisation of Brexit supporters 
as somehow backward, possibly even racist, and 
culturally lagging behind the more educated city-
based cosmopolitan elite.

IGNORED, FORGOTTEN, ABANDONED
Could it be that many working class communi-

ties also feel like “strangers in their own land” and 
are therefore willing to enter into new political al-

legiances? As the re-elected MP for Barnsley East 
in northern England, Stephanie Peacock, suggests: 
“Too many people feel ignored, forgotten and aban-
doned.”

In the neighboring constituency, MP Dan Jar-
vis went one step further and suggested that some 
white working class communities had been “vilified” 
for their views when what was actually needed was 
a greater understanding of why those areas feel the 
way they do. Billy Bragg’s song “A Full English Brexit” 
comes to mind with its attempt to look at the issue 
through the eyes of an elderly leave voter:

    I’m not a racist, all I want is
    To make things how they used to be
    But change is strange and
    Nobody’s listening to me
And it’s this sense of “nobody’s listening to me” 

that strikes me as central to understanding exact-
ly why the Labour Party lost so many seats. This is 
why Caroline Flint, the now former Don Valley MP, 
sent such a strong and passionate message to the 
“influential Labour figures, living in North London 
postcodes, who have brought us to this point” and 
sought to “remind them that Labour cannot simply 
be a party of big cities and university towns, nor 
just the party of the young or devoted remainers”.

The challenge for Labour now is to reconnect 
with its traditional supporters. And the Conserva-
tives are faced with retaining this newfound sup-
port in working class, former Labour strongholds, 
which will be no mean feat. What is certain is that 
the UK is more divided than it has ever been.

[the writer is Founding Director of the Sir 
Bernard Crick Centre for the Public Under-
standing of Politics, University of Sheffield]

Conspiracy theories: How Belief is 
Rooted in evolution – Not Ignorance

MIKAeL KLINtMAN
theconversation.com

Despite creative efforts to tackle it, belief in 
conspiracy theories, alternative facts and fake 

news show no sign of abating. This is clearly 
a huge problem, as seen when it comes to cli-
mate change, vaccines and expertise in gener-
al – with anti-scientific attitudes increasingly 
influencing politics.

So why can’t we stop such views from 
spreading? My opinion is that we have failed 
to understand their root causes, often assum-
ing it is down to ignorance. But new research, 
published in my book, Knowledge Resistance: 
How We Avoid Insight from Others, shows that 
the capacity to ignore valid facts has most like-
ly had adaptive value throughout human evo-
lution. Therefore, this capacity is in our genes 
today. Ultimately, realising this is our best bet 
to tackle the problem.

So far, public intellectuals have roughly 
made two core arguments about our post-truth 
world. The physician Hans Rosling and the 
psychologist Steven Pinker argue it has come 
about due to deficits in facts and reasoned 
thinking – and can therefore be sufficiently 
tackled with education.

Meanwhile, Nobel Prize winner Richard 
Thaler and other behavioural economists have 
shown how the mere provision of more and 
better facts often lead already polarised groups 
to become even more polarised in their beliefs. 

The conclusion of Thaler is that humans 
are deeply irrational, operating with harmful 
biases. The best way to tackle it is therefore 
nudging – tricking our irrational brains – for 
instance by changing measles vaccination from 
an opt-in to a less burdensome opt-out choice.

Such arguments have often resonated well 
with frustrated climate scientists, public health 
experts and agri-scientists (complaining about 
GMO-opposers). Still, their solutions clearly 
remain insufficient for dealing with a fact-re-
sisting, polarised society.

EVOLUTIONARY PRESSURES
In my comprehensive study, I interviewed 

numerous eminent academics at the Universi-
ty of Oxford, London School of Economics and 
King’s College London, about their views. They 

were experts on social, economic and evolu-
tionary sciences. I analysed their comments in 
the context of the latest findings on topics rag-
ing from the origin of humanity, climate change 
and vaccination to religion and gender differ-
ences.

It became evident that much of knowledge 
resistance is better understood as a manifes-
tation of social rationality. Essentially, hu-
mans are social animals; fitting into a group is 
what’s most important to us. Often, objective 
knowledge-seeking can help strengthen group 
bonding – such as when you prepare a well-re-
searched action plan for your colleagues at 
work.

But when knowledge and group bonding 
don’t converge, we often prioritise fitting in 
over pursuing the most valid knowledge. In 
one large experiment, it turned out that both 
liberals and conservatives actively avoided 
having conversations with people of the other 
side on issues of drug policy, death penalty and 
gun ownership. This was the case even when 
they were offered a chance of winning money if 
they discussed with the other group. Avoiding 
the insights from opposing groups helped peo-
ple dodge having to criticise the view of their 
own community.

Similarly, if your community strongly op-
poses what an overwhelming part of science 
concludes about vaccination or climate change, 
you often unconsciously prioritise avoiding 
getting into conflicts about it.

This is further backed up by research show-
ing that the climate deniers who score the 
highest on scientific literacy tests are more 
confident than the average in that group that 
climate change isn’t happening – despite the 
evidence showing this is the case. And those 
among the climate concerned who score the 
highest on the same tests are more confident 
than the average in that group that climate 
change is happening.

This logic of prioritising the means that get us 
accepted and secured in a group we respect is deep. 
Those among the earliest humans who weren’t pre-
pared to share the beliefs of their community ran 
the risk of being distrusted and even excluded.

And social exclusion was an enormous in-

creased threat against survival – making them 
vulnerable to being killed by other groups, an-
imals or by having no one to cooperate with. 
These early humans therefore had much lower 
chances of reproducing. It therefore seems fair 
to conclude that being prepared to resist knowl-
edge and facts is an evolutionary, genetic adapta-
tion of humans to the socially challenging life in 
hunter-gatherer societies.

Today, we are part of many groups and inter-
net networks, to be sure, and can in some sense 
“shop around” for new alliances if our old groups 
don’t like us. Still, humanity today shares the 
same binary mindset and strong drive to avoid 
being socially excluded as our ancestors who 
only knew about a few groups. The groups we are 
part of also help shape our identity, which can 
make it hard to change groups. Individuals who 
change groups and opinions constantly may also 
be less trusted, even among their new peers.

In my research, I show how this matters when 
it comes to dealing with fact resistance. Ultimate-
ly, we need to take social aspects into account 
when communicating facts and arguments with 
various groups. This could be through using role 
models, new ways of framing problems, new 
rules and routines in our organisations and new 
types of scientific narratives that resonate with 
the intuitions and interests of more groups than 
our own.

There are no quick fixes, of course. But if cli-
mate change were reframed from the liberal/
leftist moral perspective of the need for global 
fairness to conservative perspectives of respect 
for the authority of the father land, the sacred-
ness of God’s creation and the individual’s right 
not to have their life project jeopardised by cli-
mate change, this might resonate better with 
conservatives.

If we take social factors into account, this 
would help us create new and more power-
ful ways to fight belief in conspiracy theories 
and fake news. I hope my approach will stim-
ulate joint efforts of moving beyond disputes 
disguised as controversies over facts and into 
conversations about what often matters more 
deeply to us as social beings.

[the writer is PhD, Profes-
sor, Lund University]
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Mamata leads mega protest rally, vows not to allow NRC, citizenship law in Bengal

Kolkata, Dec 16 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee hit the streets 
of Kolkata on Monday 
along with thousands of 
partymen and vowed not 
to allow the proposed 
country-wide NRC and 
the amended Citizenship 
Act in West Bengal.

The TMC supremo 
began the protest march 
from Red Road in heart 
of the city, and it is set 
to culminate at Jorasak-
ho Thakur Bari, the res-
idence of Nobel laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore in 
north Kolkata, around 4 
km away.

“We will never allow 
NRC and CAA in Bengal. 
No one will be ousted 
from the state. We be-
lieve in coexistence of 

all religions, caste and 
creed,” Banerjee said as 
she read out an ‘oath’ for 
her party workers.

“All of us are citizens 

of this country, no one 
can take that away from 
us,” she said. For three 
consecutive days, Baner-
jee, who has been at the 

forefront in opposing the 
NRC and the citizenship 
law, will conduct mega 
rallies crisscrossing 
the city and neighbour-
ing Howrah in protest 
against the law.

Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has dubbed the 
rallies as “unconstitutional 
and inflammatory act” and 
has urged the chief minister 
to devote time to retrieve 
the grim situation.

The state has seen 
several incidents of ar-
son and vandalisation 
in the past few days 
by people protesting 
against the law.

AASu leaders, over hundred protesters taken into 
custody during rally in Guwahati; released later

Guwahati, Dec 16 
(PtI): AASU chief advi-
sor Samujjal Bhattacha-
rya and general secre-
tary Lurinjyoti Gogoi 
were taken into police 
custody on Monday 
along with more than 
a hundred protesters 
during a rally in Gu-
wahati against the cit-
izenship law, officials 
said.

The AASU’s three-
day ‘Satyagraha’ began 
in the morning and the 
leaders addressed the 
protestors at the Lata-
sil playground before 
beginning a march 
towards the deputy 
commissioner’s office.

“We have informa-
tion that we might be 

arrested but we want 
to make it clear that 
our demand is with-
draw CAA or arrest us,” 

Bhattacharya said in his 
address to the protest-
ers.

He urged the pro-

testers to “march in 
pairs and be disciplined 
as our protest is non-vi-
olent”.

The protesters were 
taken into custody when 
their rally reached near 
the Dighalipukhuri area, 
the officials said.

“The AASU leaders 
themselves courted 
arrest along with the 
other protestors but 
they have been released 
now,” Guwahati Police 
Commissioner Munna 
Prasad Gupta told PTI.

They were taken into 
custody and kept at a 
field in Dighalipukhuri, 
he added.

Students, senior citi-
zens, teachers, lawyers, 
doctors, litterateurs, 
singers, musicians and 
actors were among 
those who took part in 
the protest march.

Curfew eased in Guwahati, Dibrugarh
Guwahati, Dec 16 
(PtI): Curfew was on 
Monday relaxed in Gu-
wahati from 6 am to 9 
pm, with the city limping 
back to normalcy, fol-
lowing week-long pro-
tests over the amended 
Citizenship Act, Assam 
Police Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer Rajiv Saikia 
said.

Night curfew in Gu-
wahati, however, will 
continue to be in force, 
he told PTI.

Assam’s Additional 
DGP (law and order) G 
P Singh had on Sunday 
tweeted that the decision 
to extend the hours of 
relaxation was taken in 
view of the improvement 
in the law- and-order sit-
uation.

“The situation having 
improved considerably, 
the day curfew is being 
withdrawn from Guwa-
hati from 6AM of Decem-
ber 16th. Night curfew 
would remain from 9 PM 
till 6 AM next day,” Singh 

had tweeted.
In Dibrugarh district, 

curfew has been eased 
off from 6 am to 8 pm.

According to a senior 
district official, any pro-
test meeting in Dibru-
garh without the permis-
sion of the administra-
tion would have to end 

before 3 pm.
The official also said 

that the measure was be-
ing taken to “prevent an-
ti-social elements from 
mingling with the com-
mon people after dark”.

Police had been us-
ing loudspeakers since 
Sunday to inform people 

about the curfew relax-
ation and its re- imposi-
tion.

Assam had been on 
the boil for the past few 
days as thousands of 
people came out on the 
streets to protest against 
the amended Citizenship 
Act. Agitators engaged in 

pitched battles with the 
police across various cit-
ies, forcing the adminis-
tration to impose curfew.

At least four people 
have killed in police fir-
ing, while an oil tanker 
driver was charred to 
death when his vehicle 
was set on fire.

Jamia students narrate Sunday’s ordeal

New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): Their belongings 
locked in the library and 
eyes still burning from 
teargas, several Jamia 
Millia Islamia students 
narrated their ordeal on 
Monday after a police 
crackdown inside the 
campus the evening be-
fore.

A day after the vio-
lence, the students ex-
pressed fear of being at-
tacked again.

Twenty-one-year-
old Sahul Khan, a His-
tory student, said, “I 
am preparing for CBSE 
clerk recruitment exam 
scheduled for Decem-
ber 25. The university 
is shut now, where will 
I go? My family doesn’t 
even know what has 
happened. They do not 
even have a television.”

Another student said, 
“I have polio in my right 
leg. The police hit me 
and I limped out of the li-
brary. It is a pity that they 
did not even spare spe-
cially-abled people.”

Arsalan, an MBA stu-
dent, said he was beaten 
up inside the library on 
Sunday.

“People in civilian 
clothes were accompa-
nying police on Sunday. 
They torched buses and 
the students borne the 
brunt. My eyes are still 
burning due to exposure 
to tear gas,” he said.

Braving freezing cold, 
hundreds of students on 
Monday morning poured 
into the streets outside 
Jamia Millia Islamia to 
protest the police action 
against their colleagues a 
day earlier.

Women students 
from several states ex-
tended support to the 
protesting students, 
along with local residents 
and some guardians.

Protestors torched 
four public buses and 
two police vehicles as 
they clashed with po-
lice in New Friends’ 
Colony near Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia during a 
demonstration against 

the amended Citizen-
ship Act, leaving at least 
40 people including stu-
dents, policemen and fire 
fighters injured, officials 
said.

The police used ba-
tons and teargas shells to 
disperse the violent mob 
and entered the Jamia 
university campus, de-
taining several persons 
allegedly involved in the 
violence.

But a Jamia students’ 
body claimed they had 
nothing to do with the 
violence and arson 
during the protest and 
alleged that “certain 
elements” had joined 
in and “disrupted” the 
demonstration. They 
also accused the police 
of high-handedness.

Escorted by police, 
some youths could be 
seen coming out of 
their hostels with their 
hands raised. Some 
of them claimed the 
police also entered the 
library and “harassed” 
the students.

Kashyap calls govt ‘fascist’ over its 
handling of student protests against CAA
Mumbai, Dec 16 (PTI): 
Filmmaker Anurag 
Kashyap on Monday 
called the Narendra Mo-
di’s government “fascist” 
over the police crack-
down on the students of 
Jamia Milia and Aligarh 
Muslim University fol-
lowing their protest 
against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act.

The police entered 
Jamia Millia Islamia Uni-
versity after a protest 
against the amended 
Citizenship Act spiralled 
out of control on Sunday 
evening.

Forty people, includ-
ing students, policemen 
and firemen, were in-

jured as violence erupted 
during the protest.

Kashyap, who had 
quit the micro-blogging 
site in August, returned 
on the microblogging 
site, saying he cannot 
stay “silent any longer”.

“This has gone too 
far... (I) can’t stay silent 
any longer. This govern-
ment is clearly fascist... 
and it makes me angry 
to see voices that can ac-
tually make a difference 
stay quiet..” he tweeted.

In August, Kashyap 
had deleted his Twitter 
account, saying that his 
parents and daughter 
were receiving threats 
due to his political views.

“When your parents 
start to get calls and your 
daughter gets online 
threats you know that no 
one wants to talk.There 
isn’t going to be reason 
or rationale. Thugs will 
rule and thuggery will be 
the new way of life. Con-
gratulations everyone on 
this new India and hope 
you all thrive.

“Wish you all the hap-
piness and success. This 
would be my last tweet 
as I leave twitter. When I 
won’t be allowed to speak 
my mind without fear 
then I would rather not 
speak at all. Goodbye,” 
Kashyap had written in 
his last Twitter post.

CAA: Youth Cong workers wave 
black flags at Manipur Guv

Kochi, Dec 16 (PTI): 
Youth Congress workers 
waved black flags at Mani-
pur Governor Najma Hep-
tulla on Monday morning 
at nearby aluva in protest 
against the controversial 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act (CAA), passed by the 
Parliament.

Heptulla was on her 

way to board a flight to 
Lakshadweep from the 
Nedumbassery airport 
when the incident oc-
curred.

The protesters were 
removed by police after 
which the governor pro-
ceeded to the airport.

According to the 
amended Act, members 

of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, Parsi and Christian 
communities who have 
come from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghan-
istan till December 31, 
2014 and facing religious 
persecution there will 
not be treated as illegal 
immigrants, but given In-
dian citizenship.

Plea moved in HC against police action on Jamia students
New Delhi, Dec 16 
(PtI): A PIL was moved 
in the Delhi High Court 
on Monday against the 
police action on students 
protesting against the 
amended Citizenship Act 
at the Jamia Millia Isla-
mia University.

The petition was 
mentioned before a 
bench of Chief Justice D 
N Patel and Justice C Hari 
Shankar seeking that 
it be listed for hearing 
during the day.

The bench, however, 
declined to list it on Mon-
day, saying “there is no 
urgency”.

The plea moved by 
Rizwan, a lawyer and 
also a resident of Jamia 
Nagar close to the var-
sity, has claimed in his 
plea that on December 
15 while students and 
members of the teachers’ 
association of the uni-
versity were observing a 

peaceful protest, the po-
lice broke into the cam-
pus, used tear gas and 
also lathi-charged the 
protestors.

The petition, filed 
through advocates Tariq 
Khan and Apoorv Sin-
ghal, has also alleged 
that the police officers 
switched-off the lights of 
the reading hall, locked 
the doors from out-
side, and threw tear gas 
bombs inside.

Apart from that, the 
police fired at students 
and also illegally de-

tained several of them, 
the plea has further al-
leged and sought a judi-
cial inquiry into the inci-
dent.

Rizwan, in his plea, 
has contended that what 
the police has done can-
not by any stretch of the 
imagination be termed 
as justifiable police ac-
tion.

“It can only be called 
a blatant abuse of power 
upon unarmed and inno-
cent students,” the peti-
tion has said.

Apart from the ju-

dicial inquiry, the plea 
has also sought proper 
medical treatment and 
compensation for the 
students injured in the 
incident.

Protestors torched 
four public buses and 
two police vehicles as 
they clashed with police 
in New Friends’ Colony 
near Jamia university 
during a demonstration 
against the amended Cit-
izenship Act, leaving six 
cops and two firemen in-
jured, officials have said.

The trouble started 

during a protest by stu-
dents of Jamia Millia Is-
lamia.

But a students’ body 
later said they had noth-
ing to do with the vi-
olence and arson and 
alleged that “certain ele-
ments” had joined in and 
“disrupted” the demon-
stration.

Soon after the vi-
olence, Jamia Millia 
Islamia Chief Proctor 
Waseem Ahmed Khan 
claimed that the Delhi 
Police entered the cam-
pus forcibly without any 
permission and beat up 
staff members and stu-
dents who were then 
forced to leave the cam-
pus.

Condemning the po-
lice action, university 
Vice-Chancellor Najma 
Akhtar said students 
who were inside the li-
brary have been taken 
out and are safe.
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Craven Arsenal abandon Mesut Özil over 
his stance on China’s uighur persecution 

SeAN INGLe
theGuardian

Arsenal might not be 
any good at park-

ing the bus. But they 
sure know how to throw 
Mesut Özil under one. 
Imagine the frantic 
boardroom conversa-
tions on Friday after Özil 
expressed his horror at 
the imprisonment of mil-
lions of Uighurs in China. 
The fear of losing profits 
from shirt sales, com-
mercial deals and future 
pre-season tours must 
have choked senior ex-
ecutives like Beijing resi-
dents in smog season.

In the club’s rush to 
post on the Chinese so-
cial media site Weibo 
that Özil’s comments 
were merely his “per-
sonal opinion” – before 
a simpering reminder 
that “Arsenal has always 
adhered to the principle 
of not involving itself in 
politics” – all that was 
missing was a white flag. 
Appeasement is never 
a good look, even if it is 
cloaked by apparent in-

difference.
Just his personal 

opinion? Hardly. Özil 
was entirely in tune with 
a United Nations pan-
el and multiple human 
rights groups who have 
spoken out about the im-
prisonment of millions 
of Uighur people in in-
ternment camps without 
trial for “re-education” in 
what has been described 
as the largest incarcera-
tion of one ethnic group 
since the Holocaust, with 
multiple accounts of 
torture, rape and abuse 
from eyewitnesses who 
have passed through.

Arsenal’s reaction 
might have been pro-
portionate if Özil was 
posting about the need 
for more NHS spending, 
or voicing his views on 
whether Brexit is a good 
idea. But when human 
rights groups are warn-
ing of systematic “brain-
washing” – and when 
one Uighur man who 
badgered colleagues at 
work to pray more and 
not watch porn is tried 

for inciting ethnic hatred 
and jailed for 10 years – 
it just sounds callous.

Only last week An-
thony Joshua was widely 
criticised for not speak-
ing out about human 
rights in Saudi Ara-
bia. Yet can you blame 
sportspeople for staying 
quiet when they see Özil 
bravely raising his head 
above the parapet only 
to be shot down by his 
own club? As for Arsenal 
not involving themselves 
in politics, what did the 

club think they were do-
ing when they agreed 
a £30m deal with the 
Rwandan government 
to promote tourism? 
Yes, the same Rwandan 
government that Human 
Rights Watch warns is 
guilty of “arbitrary de-
tention, ill-treatment and 
torture” – and is one of 
38 countries worldwide 
where human rights de-
fenders face reprisals for 
cooperating with the UN.

Of course in trying 
to be apolitical, Arsenal 

were desperately trying 
to put a lid on the prob-
lem before the top blew 
off it. They would have 
seen the fate of the Hous-
ton Rockets, who plunged 
from being one of China’s 
most popular NBA teams 
to being blacklisted af-
ter its general manager 
Daryl Morey tweeted his 
support for protesters in 
Hong Kong, flashing be-
fore their eyes.

The Rockets are al-
ready a textbook study of 
what happens when you 

upset the Chinese gov-
ernment, who accord-
ing to the NBA commis-
sioner, Adam Silver, also 
made the extraordinary 
demand that Morey be 
sacked. The NBA has also 
suffered blowback, with 
CCTV-5, the country’s 
state-controlled broad-
caster, replacing cover-
age of US games with 
highlights of the Chinese 
league.

The decision by CCTV 
not to show Arsenal’s 
match against Man-
chester City is another 
reminder that there is 
no middle ground here. 
No way to stick up for 
human rights and free 
speech without angering 
China. You are either for 
such values or against 
them.

As Simon Chadwick, 
a professor of sports en-
terprise at Salford Uni-
versity who specialises in 
China, puts it: “The world 
is in the midst of an ideo-
logical battle: western 
liberalism versus eastern 
authoritarianism. And 

sport is one of the front 
lines.

“This case reveals a 
great deal about China’s 
growing power, how it 
seeks to exercise it, and 
what it deems to be ac-
ceptable and unaccept-
able. It also reveals how 
far the balance of power 
has tipped away from Eu-
rope and towards China.”

So what should Arse-
nal have done? Of course, 
the club were placed in 
an invidious position. 
But surely it was not 
beyond them to find a 
similar form of words to 
those used by Silver in 
the midst of the Morey 
firestorm. He pointedly 
told the Chinese gov-
ernment that American 
values travelled with the 
league wherever it went. 
“And one of those values 
is free expression,” he 
said.

Failing that, the club 
should have said nothing 
– just as they did when 
another Arsenal player, 
Héctor Bellerín, voiced 
his support for Labour 

on the morning of the 
general election.

Meanwhile, this issue 
is clearly not going away. 
Last week it was Joshua 
who faced accusations 
that he was being duped 
by a Saudi regime pay-
ing him around £60m to 
“sportswash” the king-
dom. This week it is Ar-
senal in the firing line. 
In the days ahead, Liv-
erpool are bound to face 
questions in Doha when 
they play in the Fifa Club 
World Cup. Clearly clubs 
and organisations need 
to think harder about 
finding an elegant way to 
walk the tightrope if they 
decide to take the money 
of certain regimes.

But as the backlash 
over Özil’s Instagram 
message intensifies, 
some at the Emirates Sta-
dium might just wonder 
about replicating that fa-
mous Mitchell and Webb 
sketch in which two Na-
zis ask themselves: “Are 
we the baddies?” On 
this issue there is only 
one answer.

Australia took a match to uN climate talks 
while back home the country burned

JULIE-aNNE RIChaRDS
Madrid, 16 Dec 
[theGuardian]: I’ve 
been at the climate sum-
mit in Madrid for the past 
two weeks. The question 
I was constantly asked 
was: “What will it take 
for Australia to treat the 
climate crisis seriously?” 
International friends, 
colleagues and strangers 
looked on in horror at the 
effects of the bushfires 
and outright amazement 
at the Morrison govern-
ment’s denial of the link 
between the fires and 
Australia’s coal indus-
try, and seeming lack of 
concern at this extreme 
impact of climate change.

Morning after morn-
ing I woke to check the 
news and the “fires near 
me” app. Seeking updates 
from friends. Was the Ka-
toomba fire close enough 
to force evacuation of 
one? Had another been 
able to return to their 
house yet? How was the 
air pollution in Sydney? 
Was my partner, who is 
an asthmatic, coping?

This is not normal. 
This is life lived under a 
climate emergency. And 
yet the Australian gov-
ernment acted like busi-
ness as usual in Madrid. 
Focused on watering 
down Australia’s ambi-
tion. Pushing for dodgy 
accounting tricks that 
would halve Australia’s 
(already completely in-
adequate) climate effort, 
with flow-on effects to 
weaken ambition of oth-
er countries. Analysis re-
leased during the summit 

showed that if Australia, 
China and Brazil used 
their hollow Kyoto units 
to meet Paris agreement 
targets, global ambition 
would decrease by 25%, 
delaying the transition to 
new energy systems and 
resulting in more global 
heating. Despite a coa-
lition of countries com-
ing out to oppose this 
weakening, the issue 
remains unresolved, 
with talks being carried 
into next year.

This approach is en-
tirely aligned with the 
interests of the coal lob-
by, who were stalking the 
meeting halls of COP25. 
They were no doubt very 
pleased with the Austra-
lian government strate-
gy. This strategy works 
directly against the in-
terests of the rest of us 
living the climate emer-
gency: the farmers facing 
worsening drought con-
ditions, the firefighters 
battling more ferocious 
bushfires, the towns at 
risk of evacuation as 

they run out of water, 
and those struggling 
to breathe from air 
pollution.

Championing the 
Australian coal industry 
sells out not just Austra-
lians, but also sells out 
our Pacific Island neigh-
bours who did little to 
cause the climate crisis 
and have few resourc-
es to cope with the im-
pacts. They face not 
only the creeping threat 
of sea level rise but also 
stronger and more dev-
astating cyclones. When 
Cyclone Pam hit Vanu-
atu in 2015 with wind 
speeds never before 
experienced there, it 
caused loss and damage 
worth US$600m – 64% 
of Vanuatu’s GDP. In just 
one storm.

Solidarity for vul-
nerable countries deal-
ing with extreme cli-
mate impacts was one 
of the key outcomes 
expected of the Madrid 
meeting. In the example 
of Cyclone Pam, Vanuatu 

received international 
support of 10% of the 
costs. The rest was left for 
the Vanuatu government 
and subsistence farmers 
and fisherpeople to deal 
with. This is typical of 
extreme climate disas-
ters around the world. It 
is not only deeply unfair 
(after all, these countries 
did not cause the climate 
crisis), it will also likely 
eventually result in a se-
ries of failed states.

Vulnerable countries 
desperately need more 
funds to help them cope. 
Yet the Australian gov-
ernment stymied and 
blocked, joining the Unit-
ed States in ensuring that 
any progress was the 
smallest possible, tiny 
and incremental. Noth-
ing like what vulnerable 
people need.

This lack of respon-
sibility for the climate 
crisis filled me with 
despair. The Aus-
tralian government 
scored a zero for cli-
mate policy in a global 

ranking of countries 
released at the Madrid 
summit. They should 
also rate a zero for com-
passion and a zero for 
international citizenship. 
The climate crisis will get 
worse – past emissions 
have baked heating into 
the system; and unless 
we radically transform 
our economy to clean en-
ergy it will get inconceiv-
ably worse. Unless we 
act together as a com-
munity we face polari-
sation and extremism. 
A situation which works 
for no one, not even the 
coal billionaires.

This is the first annu-
al climate summit where 
the general mood was 
panic and climate grief. 
It’s the first COP where 
I’ve seen tears in meet-
ings and the corridors at 
the terrible impotence 
of not knowing how to 
grasp the power back 
from the big polluters.

The ray of hope is the 
youth, demanding their 
future back. The rest of 
us have a responsibility 
to join them, to back their 
calls however we can. 
Force our government 
to show compassion. De-
mand genuine climate 
action. We can do this. 
Other governments are – 
New Zealand is showing 
us up. It is our govern-
ment that is failing us, 
failing our neighbours, 
failing our youth. We’ve 
got no choice but to de-
mand they act, and re-
fuse to give up until they 
do. See you at a youth-led 
climate rally soon.

It was my best knock: Hetmyer
Chennai, Dec 16 (PTI): 
Swashbuckling West 
Indies batsman Shim-
ron Hetmyer described 
his match-winning 139 
against India in the first 
one-dayer here as the 
best knock of his career 
but said he would have 
been happier had he fin-
ished off the game.

Hetmyer was out 
in the 39th over after 
stitching 218 runs for the 
second wicket with fel-
low centurion Shai Hope 
(102 not out), with the 
West Indies at the stage 
needing 59 runs from 
11.2 overs with eight 
wickets in hand.

Hope and Nicho-
las Pooran (29 not out) 
eventually chased down 
the target of 288 with 13 
balls to spare.

“This is my highest 
score in international 
cricket, so this would be 
the best one. It’s always 
nice chasing a score 
than a setting one. Chas-
ing and taking the team 
home is a much better 
feeling. Sad that I didn’t 
finish the game, but it’s a 
work in progress for me,” 
Hetmyer said a the post-
match press conference.

He said he just kept 
it simple and batting 
with Hope also made it 
easier as they have good 
understanding between 
them.

“We just keep it 
simple because we’ve 
played with each other 
for quite a while now. 

So, I know his game and 
he knows mine. So, ba-
sically when we’re bat-
ting together, most of the 
time, I’m the aggressor 
and he’s the person who 
sticks around and bats 
around,” said Hetmyer 
who faced 106 deliveries 
during his knock.

“And if he gets the 
boundary ball, he puts it 
away. For us, it’s always 
nice batting with some-
one like him because he’s 
going to make sure you 
get the strike as much as 
possible and it’s easier to 
execute,” he added.

His career-best knock 
also came just before the 
IPL auction on December 
19 but the 22-year-old 
batsman said he was not 
thinking much about the 
upcoming cash-rich T20 
league at the moment.

Asked if he was try-
ing to prove a point with 
a ton days before the IPL 
auction, he said for him 
it was about enjoying his 
batting.

“To me it’s about en-
joying my batting, it’s 
cricket, sometimes you 
score runs and some-
times you don’t. Didn’t 
have the best IPL (2019 
season), it’s a nice expe-
rience, it always helps 
you to come back much 
stronger from there. I 
just try as much as pos-
sible to put that behind 
me,” he said.

The left-handed bats-
man played for Royal 
Challengers Bangalore in 

2019 season, scoring 90 
runs from five matches. 
The IPL auction will be 
held on December 19 in 
Kolkata.

Asked about the pitch 
which appeared to be 
slow when India batted, 
he said, “For me, there 
wasn’t really much slow-
ness. There was dew as 
well, which is always a 
factor batting second in 
India. The ball didn’t re-
ally stop as much, it just 
stuck in the pitch a little 
bit when the seamers 
bowled cutters.”

Hetmyer said he had 
learnt a lot from expe-
rienced players while 
turning out for Guyana 
Amazon Warriors in 
the Caribbean Premier 
League.

“It was a good expe-
rience (playing in CPL), 
challenging. Playing 
alongside some of the 
best players in interna-
tional cricket, it helps 
you as well, they share 
knowledge with you and 
you just have a back and 
forth conversation on 
how they go about doing 
their stuff.

“Even Polly (captain 
Kieron Pollard) as well, 
he is one of the best fin-
ishers in world cricket, 
just to speak to him in 
the dressing room and 
how he goes about his 
stuff. Even (Chris) Gay-
le, on how starts his in-
nings, overall it’s very 
nice to have these guys 
around,” he added.

Juventus back joint top in Serie A as Inter held in Fiorentina
Milan, Dec 16 (afP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
twice as Juventus beat 
Udinese 3-1 to join Inter 
Milan at the top of the Se-
rie A table after Antonio 
Conte’s side were held 
1-1 at Fiorentina.

Dusan Vlahovic 
snatched a point for 
Fiorentina two minutes 
into injury time to frus-
trate Inter Milan who had 
led following Borja Vale-
ro’s opener after eight 
minutes in Tuscany on 
Sunday.

Both Juventus and In-
ter Milan have 39 points 
from 16 games, with An-
tonio Conte’s side ahead 
on goal difference.

Ronaldo struck twice 
in the first half to make it 
five goals in four games 
as the reigning cham-
pions got back winning 
after last weekend’s first 
defeat of the season to 
Lazio.

“That’s how we have 
to play, with confidence,” 
said Ronaldo.

The Portuguese star 

tapped in a Paulo Dybala 
rebound after nine min-
utes at the Allianz Stadi-
um, and burst through 
to finish off a Gonzalo 
Higuain cross on 36 min-
utes.

Leonardo Bonucci 
sealed the three points 
just before the break 
when he headed in from 
close range.

Ignacio Pussetto 
pulled a goal back for 
17th-placed Udinese four 
minutes into injury time.

“It is the first time af-

ter a Champions League 
match that we managed 
to attack the game well,” 
said Juventus coach Mau-
rizio Sarri.

“We played very well 
for 60 minutes.”

In Florence, Valero 
scored off a Marcelo Bro-
zovic cross against his 
former club.

But the visitors failed 
to kill off the game.

Lautaro Martinez had 
the ball in the net after 
39 minutes but it was 
disallowed because of 

Romelu Lukaku’s offside 
position.

And Fiorentina goal-
keeper Bartlomiej Dragows-
ki did well to deny Lukaku 
minutes later at full stretch.

But just as it looked 
like Fiorentina were set 
to fall to a fifth consec-
utive defeat, 19-year-
old Serb Vlahovic broke 
through from his own 
half, outpacing Milan 
Skriniar to rifle in from 
an angle.

It condemned Inter 
to their second consec-

utive stalemate after 
Roma last weekend, and 
follows their Champions 
League exit to Barcelona 
on Tuesday.

“It’s the third game 
where we did not get 
what we deserved,” 
said Conte. “We weren’t 
good at taking our many 
chances. “Maybe we’re 
paying for fatigue. We’ve 
had seven games in 21 
days, with Lautaro and 
Lukaku playing constant-
ly.” The pressure remains 
on coach Vincenzo Mon-

tella with Fiorentina’s 
last win on October 30, 
and their next game 
against in-form Roma.

- ROMA MOVE 
FOURTH -

Roma moved up to 
fourth and into the Cham-
pions League places after 
three second-half goals 
sealed a 3-1 win over rock 
bottom SPAL.

Andrea Petagna had 
put SPAL ahead from the 
spot just before the break 
after Aleksandar Kolarov 
clumsily brought down 

Thiago Cionek in the box.
But Lorenzo Pellegrini 

pulled the hosts level eight 
minutes after the interval 
with a shot that took a de-
flection off Nenad Tomov-
ic. Diego Perotti put Roma 
ahead with a 66th-minute 
penalty before substi-
tute Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
sealed victory seven min-
utes from time.

Roma are one point 
behind third-placed city 
rivals Lazio, who play 
fifth-placed Caglairi on 
Monday.
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Children of the revolution: the Hong Kong 
youths ready to ‘sacrifice everything’

VeRNA Yu
hong Kong, 16 Dec 
[ t h e G u a r d i a n ] : 
Twelve-year-old Samuel 
was arrested one sum-
mer evening while trying 
to flee from riot police at 
a protest. He was tackled 
to the ground, sat on and 
handcuffed by officers 
and accused of taking 
part in an illegal assem-
bly. During the arrest, 
an officer stepped on his 
hand.

In custody, Samu-
el was terrified. Police 
found in his bag a gas 
mask, helmet, spray 
paint and gloves. Officers 
shouted at him and called 
him a “junior cockroach”, 
a name used to put down 
protesters.

“I was so frightened 
and thought they might 
beat me to death,” he 
said. It was nearly mid-
night, several hours after 
his arrest, when police 
notified his parents and 
sent him to a hospital for 
his injuries.

Samuel* is one of tens 
of thousands of youths 
who have taken part in 
Hong Kong’s anti-gov-
ernment movement, now 
in its sixth month. Filled 
with a passion to “save 
Hong Kong”, many say 
they are willing to give 
up their lives to fight for 

democracy and freedoms 
in the Chinese-ruled city, 
where Beijing has been 
increasingly asserting its 
political and economic 
influence.

Recent weeks have 
seen the most violent 
incidents so far, with 
thousands more arrest-
ed after clashing with 
police around university 
campuses after protest-
ers blocked roads and 
threw molotov cocktails. 
On Sunday police made 
arrests – including a sec-
ondary school girl and 
a 16-year-old boy – as 
small groups of pro-de-
mocracy activists tar-
geted some of the city’s 
shopping centres.

Officials said as of 5 
December, of the 5,980 
people arrested since 
the movement start-
ed in June, 2,383 or 
40% were students and 
367 of them have been 
charged. Among them, 
939 were under 18, with 
the youngest being only 
11, and 106 have been 
charged. Suspects have 
been arrested for a range 
of offences including ri-
oting, unlawful assembly, 
assaulting police officers 
and possessing offensive 
weapons.

Legal experts say 
Hong Kong law’s defini-

tion of “illegal assembly” 
and “rioting” – defined 
as an unlawful assembly 
of three or more peo-
ple where any person 
“commits a breach of 
the peace” – is vague and 
ill-defined.

If the authorities 
hoped arresting young 
protesters would deter 
them, it is having the 
opposite effect. Samu-
el, who was released on 
bail, said his hatred for 
the police had deepened 
since his detention. He 
said he had not partic-
ipated in violent acts 
himself but he endorsed 
other protesters’ actions, 
including attacks on po-
lice officers.

“The police beat pro-
testers like mad. They 

deserve it,” he said. 
“Don’t hassle me and I 
don’t hassle you.”

Samuel acknowl-
edged that taking part in 
the increasingly violent 
movement was risky but 
insisted he was driven by 
his love for his home.“It’s 
my responsibility to 
do something for Hong 
Kong,” he said. “I’ve been 
scared once already. 
What else is there to be 
scared of?”

‘I WANT TO GIVE ALL 
I HAVE TO HONG KONG’

Samuel’s sentiments 
are echoed by other 
young protesters. James, 
13, and Roderick, 16, 
from elite schools and 
middle-class families, are 
among the youngest peo-
ple to have been charged 

over the protests. They 
were arrested in a pro-
test shortly after others 
had thrown molotov 
cocktails – a scene that 
would be defined as a 
“riot” under Hong Kong 
law.

They said an incident 
on 21 July when thugs in-
discriminately attacked 
passengers at the out-of-
town metro station while 
police were nowhere 
to be seen had led to a 
breakdown of their trust 
in the authorities. After 
that, they went to the 
frontline of the protests, 
braving teargas and con-
frontations with police.

The teenagers said 
the police’s escalating 
use of force – including 
more than 16,000 can-

isters of teargas, water 
cannon, 10,000 rubber 
bullets and live rounds 
– and the authorities’ 
refusal to investigate 
police’s abuse of pow-
er were what prompted 
them to take part in the 
increasingly violent pro-
tests. They see protest-
ers’ attacks on riot police 
as justified because they 
can no longer trust the 
police to deliver justice.

“We don’t attack un-
less we’re attacked,” 
James said. “We can’t just 
stand there and not do a 
thing.”

Both boys carried 
wills when they went out 
to protest. “I was always 
scared – whether I would 
get shot, get arrested or 
even lose my life. But if 
we don’t come out be-
cause we’re afraid, there 
would be even fewer 
people out there,” James 
said.

“I really want to give 
all I have to Hong Kong,” 
the 13-year-old said, his 
eyes welling up in tears. 
“When you pursue free-
dom, sacrifices are un-
avoidable. “We are half-
way into the gate of hell. 
We’ve put our future and 
career on a line, but it is 
worth it.”

If convicted, James is 
unlikely to be jailed be-

cause of his age, but he 
risks being sent to a chil-
dren’s home and having a 
criminal record.

Roderick said the 
solidarity, unity and mu-
tual support he had ex-
perienced were the key 
attractions of the move-
ment. “To see young peo-
ple working towards the 
same ideal and same goal 
– that’s the most beauti-
ful picture I’ve ever seen.”

At 16, Roderick also 
faces an uncertain future, 
but said he would not 
give up on the goal of de-
mocracy for Hong Kong. 
“It’s a gamble, but if we 
don’t even try, we would 
lose for sure,” he said.

Dr Jeffrey Murer, an 
expert on youth mo-
bilisation at the Uni-
versity of St Andrews 
in Scotland, said it was 
often young people’s 
overwhelming desire 
to change the world for 
the better and their pro-
found lack of trust in in-
stitutions that prompt-
ed them to gamble on 
their future.

“The social contract 
has broken down and 
people feel obligated to 
defend their rights and 
identity,” he said. “These 
young people have tak-
en on a strong Hong 
Kong identity and feel 

the institution is not de-
fending them.”

He said the political 
crisis had also shaken 
their sense of stability. 
Their feeling of “no fu-
ture” and the profound 
threat to their identi-
ty had prompted them 
to take risks to defend 
themselves.

Stephen Chiu, a so-
ciology professor at the 
Hong Kong Education 
University, said ideology 
and mutual emotional 
support among young 
people had sustained 
their high-risk and high-
cost social actions.

When they perceived 
“so much absurdity on 
the government’s part 
and the other side is 
acting excessively, they 
question why they have 
to be constrained by 
their normal moral stan-
dards,” he said.

“It’s a war situation – 
they are willing to die for 
their homeland. There 
are many examples in 
history. Whether you 
agree or not, there is a 
higher call and the pro-
testers have a set of val-
ues some feel it’s worth 
dying for.”

[*All of the youths’ 
names in this article 

have been changed to 
protect their identities]

Apple and Google named in uS lawsuit 
over Congolese child cobalt mining deaths

Washington, 16 Dec 
[theGuardian]: A 
landmark legal case has 
been launched against 
the world’s largest tech 
companies by Congolese 
families who say their 
children were killed or 
maimed while mining 
for cobalt used to pow-
er smartphones, laptops 
and electric cars, the 
Guardian can reveal.

Apple, Google, Dell, 
Microsoft and Tesla have 
been named as defen-
dants in a lawsuit filed 
in Washington DC by hu-
man rights firm Interna-
tional Rights Advocates 
on behalf of 14 parents 
and children from the 
Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo (DRC). 
The lawsuit accuses the 
companies of aiding and 
abetting in the death and 
serious injury of children 
who they claim were 
working in cobalt mines 
in their supply chain.

The families and in-
jured children are seek-
ing damages for forced 
labour and further com-
pensation for unjust en-
richment, negligent su-
pervision and intentional 
infliction of emotional 
distress. 

It is the first time that 
any of the tech compa-
nies have faced such a 
legal challenge.

Cobalt is essential to 
power the rechargeable 
lithium batteries used in 
millions of products sold 
by Apple, Google, Dell, 
Microsoft and Tesla ev-
ery year. The insatiable 
demand for cobalt, driv-
en by desire for cheap 
handheld technology, has 
tripled in the past five 
years and is expected to 
double again by the end 
of 2020. More than 60% 
of cobalt originates in 
DRC, one of the poorest 
and most unstable coun-
tries in the world.

The extraction of co-
balt from DRC has been 

linked to human rights 
abuses, corruption, en-
vironmental destruction 
and child labour.

The lawsuit argues 
that Apple, Google, Dell, 
Microsoft and Tesla all 
aided and abetted the 
mining companies that 
profited from the labour 
of children who were 
forced to work in dan-
gerous conditions – con-
ditions that ultimately 
led to death and serious 
injury.

The families argue 
in the claim that their 
children were work-
ing illegally at mines 
owned by UK mining 
company Glencore. The 
court papers allege 
that cobalt from the 
Glencore-owned mines 
is sold to Umicore, a 
Brussels-based met-
al and mining trader, 
which then sells bat-
tery-grade cobalt to 
Apple, Google, Tesla, 
Microsoft and Dell.

Other plaintiffs in 
the court documents 
say they worked at 
mines owned by Zhe-
jiang Huayou Cobalt, a 
major Chinese cobalt 
firm, which the lawsuit 
claims supplies Apple, 
Dell, and Microsoft and 
is likely to supply the 
other defendants.

In the court docu-
ments, the Congolese 
families describe how 
their children were driv-
en by extreme poverty 
to seek work in large 
mining sites, where they 
claim they were paid as 
little as $2 (£1.50) a day 

for backbreaking and 
dangerous work digging 
for cobalt rocks with 
primitive tools in dark, 
underground tunnels.

The families claim 
that some of the children 
were killed in tunnel col-
lapses while others were 
paralysed or suffered 
life-changing injuries 
from accidents.

One plaintiff – named 
Jane Doe 1 – says in the 
court papers that her 
nephew was forced to 
seek work in the cobalt 
mines when he was a 
small child after the fam-
ily could not continue 
to pay his $6 monthly 
school fee. The lawsuit 
claims that in April last 
year he was working in 
a mine operated by Ka-
moto Copper Compa-
ny, which is owned and 
controlled by Glencore. 
He was working under-
ground in a tunnel, dig-
ging for cobalt rocks, 
when the tunnel col-
lapsed and he was bur-
ied alive. His family say 
they have never recov-
ered his body.

Another child, re-
ferred to as John Doe 
1, says that he started 
working in the mines 
when he was nine. The 
lawsuit claims that ear-
lier this year, he was 
working as a human 
mule for Kamoto Cop-
per Company, carrying 
bags of cobalt rocks for 
$0.75 a day, when he fell 
into a tunnel. After he 
was dragged out of the 
tunnel by fellow work-
ers, he says he was left 

alone on the ground at 
the mining site until his 
parents heard about the 
accident and arrived to 
help him. He is now par-
alysed from the chest 
down and will never 
walk again.

Other families includ-
ed in the claim say that 
their children were killed 
in tunnel collapses or 
suffered serious injuries 
such as smashed limbs 
and broken spines while 
crawling through tunnels 
or carrying heavy loads. 
The families say that 
none were paid any com-
pensation for the deaths 
and injuries.

One of the central al-
legations in the lawsuit is 
that Apple, Google, Dell, 
Microsoft and Tesla were 
aware and had “specif-
ic knowledge” that the 
cobalt they use in their 
products is linked to 
child labour performed 
in hazardous conditions, 
and were complicit in the 
forced labour of the chil-
dren.

The families argue 
in the court papers that 
all companies named as 
defendants entered into 
commercial “ventures” 
with the mining compa-
nies operating in DRC, 
and all gained signifi-
cant financial advantag-
es from the widespread 
illegal mining of cobalt 
by children, which con-
tinues to enter global 
supply chains.

The court papers 
claim that Apple, Dell, Mi-
crosoft, Google and Tesla 
all have the authority and 
resources to supervise 
and regulate their cobalt 
supply chains and that 
their inability to do so 
contributed to the deaths 
and injuries suffered by 
their clients.

Glencore, Huayou, 
Apple, Google, Dell, Mi-
crosoft and Tesla have 
all been approached for 
comment.

Pakistan won’t allow militants with ‘bigoted 
vision’ to take the country hostage: Imran

SaJJaD hUSSaIN
Peshawar/Islamabad, 
Dec 16 (PTI): Paki-
stan’s top leadership on 
Monday pledged to not 
allow militants with “big-
oted vision” to take the 
country hostage as the 
nation mourned the 5th 
anniversary of massacre 
of 149 people, includ-
ing 132 students, at the 
Army Public School in 
Peshawar.

In one of the most 
gruesome attacks on 
children anywhere in 
the world, 8-10 suicide 
attackers wearing para-
military Frontier Corps 

uniforms on December 
16, 2014 entered the 
Peshawar’s Army Public 
School and went from 
classroom-to-classroom 
shooting indiscriminate-
ly, killing 149 people in-
cluding 132 students.

Following the incident, 
Pakistan has hanged four 
men linked to the massa-
cre, the BBC reported.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in his message af-
firmed that the militant 
mindset would not be 
allowed to take over the 
country.

“We pledge on this day 
that the militants will not 

be allowed to make the 
nation hostage to its bigot-
ed vision,” he said.

President Arif Alvi in 
his message said the na-
tion would not forget the 
massacre of students and 
their teachers.

“Hard to commem-
orate this day without 
tears in one’s eyes. In its 
remembrance, we reiter-
ate our pledge to root out 
terrorism and extremism 
in all its manifestations 
from our country,” Alvi 
said.

Pakistan Army chief 
General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa, in his message said 

that the carnage will nev-
er be forgotten.

Bajwa said that Paki-
stan had come a long way 
in defeating the scourge of 
militancy. “We have come 
a long way in failing ter-
rorism as a nation. United 
we move towards lasting 
peace and prosperity of 
Pakistan,” he said.

Human rights minis-
ter Shireen Mazari said 
the incident had shook 
the nation.

The responsibility for 
the attack in 2014 was 
claimed by the outlawed 
Mullah Fazlullah-led Teh-
reek-i-Taliban Pakistan.
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U2 PAYS TRIBUTE TO INDIAN WOMEN ICONS: Irish rock band U2 paid 
tribute to women icons of the country during their maiden performance in 
Mumbai. The Irish rockers closed The Joshua Tree Tour 2019 - their final 
show of the tour after Seoul, Auckland, Brisbane and Melbourne in honour 
of their 1987 album at the DY Patil Stadium on December 15. Frontman 
Bono, guitarist The Edge, drummer Larry Mullen and bassist Adam Clayton 
opened the concert with their classic Sunday Bloody Sunday and ended 
with a visual montage of women icons across the world, including India.
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Harry Styles gives refreshingly 
honest answer about his sexuality
When it comes to Harry Styles’ sexuality, 

there’s no fine line.
The 25-year-old star, who has been in the 
spotlight since his One Direction days, is 
used to being asked personal questions. 
However, it’s not every day that a high-pro-
file celebrity answers honestly and openly. 

But that’s what sets the Fine Line sing-
er apart.

Speaking to The Guardian, the British 
star was refreshingly candid about his 
sexuality when the topic was brought up. 
But before touching on the subject, Styles 
explained his audacious fashion, including his 
electrifying ensemble at the 2019 Met Gala, 
where he donned a peek-a-boo lace blouse 
and a pearl earring.

“What women wear. What men wear. 
For me it’s not a question of that. If I see a 
nice shirt and get told, ‘But it’s for ladies.’ I 
think: ‘Okaaaay? Doesn’t make me want to 
wear it less though,’’ he said. “I think the 
moment you feel more comfortable with 
yourself, it all becomes a lot easier.”

For the pop star, he explained that he uses 

fashion as a form of expression, something 
that has taught him about self-acceptance.

“A part of it was having, like, a big mo-
ment of self-reflection. And self-accep-
tance...,” he shared. “I think it’s a very free, 
and freeing, time.”

“I think people are asking, ‘Why not?’ 
a lot more. Which excites me. It’s not just 
clothes where lines have been blurred, it’s 
going across so many things. I think you can 
relate it to music, and how genres are blur-
ring…,” Styles added.

When asked if his sexuality also applies to 
those same blurred lines, he simply responded 
with a “yep.” If anything, the 25-year-old star 
admitted he’s sort of baffled why anyone is in-
terested.

“Yeah, I think I do mean that. It’s not like 
I’m sitting on an answer, and protecting it, 
and holding it back,” he said of his sexuali-
ty. “It’s not a case of: I’m not telling you cos 
I don’t want to tell you. It’s not: ooh this is 
mine and it’s not yours.”

“It’s: who cares? Does that make sense,” he 
continued. “It’s just: who cares?”

priyanka Chopra concludes 
filming for ‘the white tiger’

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 
Priyanka Chopra has 
wrapped shooting for her lat-
est, “The White Tiger” oppo-
site Rajkummar Rao.

The Netflix film, being 
directed by Ramin Bahrani 
of “Fahrenheit 451” and “99 
Homes” fame, is an adapta-
tion of Aravind Adiga’s novel 
of the same name.

Priyanka took to Insta-
gram to share the news, say-

ing it was a real pleasure to 
work on the project.

“Happy tired.. but so ex-
cited to have wrapped #the-
whitetiger. It was such a plea-
sure to work with the best in 
the business in every depart-
ment. The most hard working 
crew.. and such a delightful 
cast.

“Thank you for all your 
brilliance. I can’t wait to see the 
finished product and share it 

with the world,” Priyanka wrote 
alongside her own photo.

The 37-year-old actor also 
hailed her co-stars Rao and 
Adarsh Gourav, who is making 
his acting debut with the movie.

“Thank you @gourava-
darsh for being an incredible 
lead( No1)!! I can’t wait for the 
world to see you as Balram.. 
@rajkummar_rao finally! I’m 
so glad we did this together. 
Keep sending me memes!!” 

Priyanka said.
Netflix is producing the 

project in association with 
Mukul Deora. Priyanka is also 
serving as executive producer.

Adiga’s book follows the 
extraordinary journey of a 
self-made man from tea-
shop worker in a village to 
successful entrepreneur in 
a big city. Murder, love and 
deceit become the ultimate 
price for ambition.

‘Chelsea lately’ star Chuy 
Bravo passes away

Los angeles, Dec 16 (PTI): Chuy Bravo, who 
served as a sidekick to comedian Chelsea 
Handler on her show, has died.

According to Deadline, Bravo, who had 
turned 63 on December 7, passed away in 
Mexico City on Sunday. The cause of his death 
is yet to be determined.

The Mexican, who had dwarfism, was best 
known for working with Handler on her show 
“Chelsea Lately” during the period of 2007-2014.

He also appeared in films such as 2003’s 
“Tiptoes”, alongside Matthew McConaughey, 
“The Honeymooners” and Johnny Depp’s “Pi-
rates of the Caribbean: At World’s End”.

Besides his acting career, he was also the 
founder and face of Chuy’s restaurant.

Handler, 44, mourned his death on so-
cial media, sharing a throwback photo 

from the show.
“I loved this nugget in a big way, and I took 

great pleasure in how many people loved him 
as much as I did and do. @chuybravo gave 
us so much laughter and I’ll never forget the 
sound of his laughter coming from his office 
into mine. Or his ‘business calls’ with his 
‘business manager’, or his shoe rack with all 
his children-sized shoes.

“I’ll never forget him coming to Christmas 
with my family one year in the Florida keys, 
and when my niece who was 5 or 6 at the time 
-- saw him, she ran in the other direction say-
ing she was scared. My sister and I were mor-
tified and were apologising to Chuy, who told 
us, ‘It’s ok, lots of little kids get scared when 
they see big kids coming their way.’ I love you, 
Chuy!” the comedian wrote.

dabangg’s Chulbul pandey was 
originally a negative character: salman

Superstar Salman Khan has 
revealed that “Dabangg” 

was originally a dark film 
with its lead character Chul-
bul Pandey being “out and 
out negative.”

Directed by Abhinav 
Kashyap, the 2010 film fea-
tured Salman as Pandey, a 
fearless yet corrupt police offi-
cer with unorthodox working 
methods. It received critical 
acclaim and was a blockbuster 
upon its release.

In a group interview, Sal-
man revealed that before him, 
actor Randeep Hooda and his 
brother Arbaaz Khan were ap-
proached for the project.

“It was a very dark film, 
small film to be made under Rs 
2 crore. At that point of time, it 
had Randeep Hooda and Ar-
baaz. So Arbaaz said he has 
been approached for this and 
it’s a good one so just hear it.

“Then six-eight months 
passed before I finally heard 
it. I think UTV was supposed 

to do it. I liked the feel of the 
film but Chulbul was out and 
out negative.”

Salman said he then sug-
gested changes to Arbaaz and 
Abhinav incorporated them.

“That film didn’t have any 
action, certainly not at this 
scale. There were no songs 
and we never get to know 
who killed the mother... We 
started working on it and 
Abhinav agreed to all those 
changes. He did a very good 
job with the first one.”

Salman said after the film 
became a success, they asked 
Abhinav to make a sequel but 
he was not so inclined.

“We asked him to do the sec-
ond one but for whatever reasons 
he said he didn’t want do it, that 
we didn’t let him make his film.”

“Dabangg” marked Ar-
baaz’s foray into produc-
tion. It’s third installment, 
“Dabangg 3” is now sched-
uled to release on Decem-
ber 20.

Jason Mesnick reacts to teenage son 
discovering his season of the Bachelor 

Netflix, it looks like you’ve got some ex-
plaining to do...

What do you do when your teenage son 
finds out that you were on a season of The 
Bachelor? That’s what former Bachelor con-
testant Jason Mesnick wants to know. 

On Sunday, Dec. 15, he took to Instagram to 
ask his followers what they would do if they were 
in his current situation. 

“Let’s pretend YOU were The Bachelor and 
your 15-year-old son just discovered your season 
on @Neflix...,” he captioned his post. “Do you: A.) 
Let him watch it? B.) Ship him off to Switzerland 
for a few years until it comes off Netflix.” 

Jason added: “Current situation in the 

Mesnick household [laughing emoji] [rose 
emoji] #TheBachelor.” 

As fans may recall, from way back at the 
beginning of the decade, Jason found himself 
on a mission to find his happily ever after 
when he agreed to become ABC’s The Bach-
elor in 2009.  Back then, Jason had initially 
proposed to Melissa Rycroft but then later 
realized he wanted a second chance with Mol-
ly Malaney (now Molly Resnick). And as they 
say, the rest is history.  So of course, I guess 
you can understand why it might be a lit-
tle embarrassing for Jason’s son to stumble 
upon that dramatic season of The Bachelor. 
But hey, it had to happen sometime! 

Aries:
Setting goals is only the first step. Periodi-
cally reviewing how far you have come is an 
integral part of the evolution process. This 
will not help you learn from your past mis-
takes but also stay motivated. Start this week 
by looking into the rearview mirror. Think 
about your current ETA and figure out the 
best way to get there. Then, dedicate all your 
efforts in pursuing your dreams in the direc-
tion you have chosen.
Taurus:
Think of a farmer eyeing his fields at a dis-
tance, trying to understand the bigger pic-
ture. He has done all the work, and every 
once in a while, he stands at a height and 
reviews his progress. This is how he learns 
what is working and what is not. Before you 
go any further, do the same with all of your 
projects. Pay attention to both your success-
es and failures. 
Gemini:
“Choose a job you love, and you will never 
have to work a day in your life.” These wise 
words by Confucius mimic your thoughts 

exactly, Gemini. Your days of selling your 
soul are behind you. You are now conscious-
ly aligning yourself with opportunities that 
not only put money in the bank, but also 
make you feel emotionally and spiritually 
fulfilled. Continue to create from a space of 
love and the Universe will continue to pour 
its blessings.
Cancer:
Jack of all trades, master of none? If this de-
scribes where you are in your professional jour-
ney, it’s time to take stock of things, Cancer. 
There’s no doubt you are capable of doing every-
thing by yourself and acing it, but at what cost? 
The cards are warning you against spreading 
yourself too thin. Take a good look at your task 
list. See how and where you need to compart-
mentalise.
Leo:
You may or may not have landed yourself 
a Ted Talk, but you love sharing your two 
cents with anybody who is willing to lend 
you a listening ear. Continue to share the 
knowledge, Leo. Your subordinates could 
benefit greatly from what you have learned. 

Remember, everything you put into the Uni-
verse comes back tenfold. This phase of 
your life is also bringing great news on the 
money and finance front. If things have been 
rocky, trust that you will find stability soon.
Virgo:
This is a time of spiritual awakening. You 
are uncovering newer truths about yourself 
and the cosmos. Continue to shed the layers 
that feel inauthentic. There are parts of you 
that do not deserve a space in the narrative 
you are about to write—and that’s okay. Ev-
ery time your inner world goes through a 
shift, it brings about a change in your outer 
reality. 
Libra:
“The error of the past is the wisdom and suc-
cess of the future,” said Tryon Edwards. You 
are human, Libra, so you are bound to make 
mistakes. Instead of letting these mistakes 
keep you up at night, acknowledge them. 
Admit that an error was made, and try to 
understand what it is teaching you. This is the 
way to move forward with dignity and grace.
Scorpio:

Shadow work is the process of delving into 
the so-called dark side. The parts that have 
disowned, repressed, and rejected. The parts 
you’ve so carefully protected from the world. 
Today, you’re being asked to not just acknowl-
edge but also embrace the anger, the sadness, 
the shame and the guilt. Until you do, the 
world will keep reflecting that which is un-
healed back to you.
Sagittarius:
Want to hear a cliché, Sagittarius? Every-
thing you seek is on the other side of fear. 
Organise a Ted Talk for your demons. Strip 
them off the power to influence your deci-
sions. This is the only way to move closer 
to your dreams. Remember, the Universe is 
going to intervene on your behalf to clear the 
roadblocks and bring you the kind of oppor-
tunities that were once a distant dream. How 
you capitalise on what’s coming your way 
will decide where you will in five years.
Capricorn:
Everything is working out on divine time. 
Trust what’s happening behind the scenes, 
Capricorn. Even the delays and difficulties 

are providing an opportunity to grow. What 
do you need to keep in mind as you face both 
the inner and outer demons: you’re bigger and 
better than this. You have dealt with challenges 
of a larger magnitude.
Aquarius:
Penny wise, pound foolish? If this phrase ac-
curately describes where you are at, there’s 
some course correction to be done, Aquarius. 
This phase of your life requires you to invest 
in the right projects—ones that promise mag-
nificent returns. Remember, you may or may 
not have a grand plan in place, and that’s okay. 
Pisces:
Pisces, it is time to let the dreamer take 
a back seat when it comes to career and 
finances. Clear and analytical thinking 
is the way forward. Stay sharp and capi-
talise on the opportunities that are showing 
up. Sometimes, you need to use your head 
more than your heart. As far as your financ-
es are concerned, you’re being asked to cut 
corners. There are some major expenses 
coming your way. It’s best to be prepared 
for a rainy day.


