
REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

The OPD at the 1000-
bed Multi Speciality 

Hospital at Sokaythang 
will start functioning 
from 04 Feb while other 
facilities like IPD [Indoor 
Patient Department] and 
OT shall be functional 
only after 10-15 days, 
informed Principal Di-
rector III, Health Depart-
ment, Dr Uttam Prad-
han, when contacted 
by SummitTimes today 
about when the hospi-
tal is expected to become 
fully operational.

“The Chief Minister 
had directed that the 

hospital start functioning 
by 01 Feb and the Health 
Department tried its best 
to do so, but since new 
equipment was brought 
to the hospital on 14 
Jan, installation is taking 
time. Also, the staff needs 
to be trained on using 
these new equipment,” 
said Dr Pradhan. 

It may be mentioned 
that the 1000 bedded 
Multi Speciality Hospital of 
Sokaythang was inaugurat-
ed by the CM on 14 Jan. 

About OT facilities 
in the new hospital, Dr 
Pradhan said that ster-
ilization and anesthesia 
equipments are being 

installed at the moment. 
Since it must be ensured 
that the OT is properly 
sterilized for safety rea-
sons, it will probably take 
another 15 days to get 
the OT ready, he added.

When asked about 
which departments will 
be functional soon, Dr. 

Pradhan said, “All the 
departments shall start 
functioning except for 
the psychiatry and dial-
ysis departments. They 
will take time because 
the space allotted to 
them was too small. We 
are in the process of wid-
ening the space for these 

two departments. How-
ever, treatment under 
these departments shall 
continue here at the old 
STNM Hospital.”

On new staff hirings, 
he informed that there is a 
mix of temporary and reg-
ular staff, some of whom 
have been hired under One 

Family, One Job scheme. 
He added that there is 
urgent need for security 
guards at the moment.

About the free bus 
service to and from the 
hospital, Dr. Pradhan said 
that there are 08 buses 
which will begin plying 
from 04 Feb.
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OPD services to begin at Multi-Speciality Hospital 
on 04 Feb; Other facilities to take another fortnight

SKM announces Golay 
as CM candidate

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha today claimed that 

its president, PS Tamang 
[Golay] is eligible to con-
test the upcoming As-
sembly election because 
the amendment debar-
ring convicted persons 
from contesting election 
has been repealed by the 
Parliament.

Legal counsel of SKM, 
Rinzing Dorjee Tamang, 
today said that ‘The 
Repealing and Amend-
ing Act of 2015’, which 
came into force from 
13 May 2015, nullifies 
the amendment which 

barred legislators con-
victed under Prevention 
of Corruption Act from 
contesting election for 
06 years from the date of 
their release.

The Parliament has 
made an amendment in 
the Representation of 
the People (Amendment) 
Act, 2002 inserting the 
provisions in Section 8 
(m) the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988 as 
one of the criteria for dis-
qualification for convict-
ed person from contest-
ing election.

SKM spokesperson, 
Jacob Khaling said that 
now the State Chief Elec-
toral Officer needs to 
understand this provi-
sion and accept that Mr 
Tamang can contest the 
next election. 

The party has also 
said that Mr Tamang will 
be SKM’s Chief Ministeri-
al candidate for the up-
coming election.

Legislative 
provision 
allows Golay 
to contest 
claims party

More people die after surgery than from HIV, TB, and malaria combined: study
London, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Nearly 4.2 million peo-
ple around the world 
die every year within 30 
days after surgery, more 
than than those who die 
from HIV, tuberculosis, 
and malaria combined, 
according to a study. The 
analysis, published in a 
research letter to The 
Lancet journal, found 
that half of the post-op-
erative deaths occur in 
low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs).

There is also a sig-
nificant unmet need for 
surgery in LMICs and 
researchers at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham 
in the UK believe that if 

operations were provid-
ed for all patients who 
need them the number 
of global post-operative 
deaths would increase to 
6.1 million. The research-
ers estimate that the num-
ber of people who die each 
year from HIV, tuberculosis, 
and malaria combined is 
2.97 million, way less than 
post-operative deaths.

The Lancet Commis-
sion on Global Surgery 
identified that 313 mil-
lion surgical procedures 
are performed each year, 
but little is known about 
the quality of surgery 
globally, as robust post-
operative death rates 
are available for only 29 

countries, researchers 
said in a statement.

The team analysed 
available information to 

estimate how many peo-
ple around the world die 
after operations -- based 
on surgical volume, 

case-mix and post-oper-
ative death rates adjust-
ed for country income. 
“Surgery has been the 

‘neglected stepchild’ of 
global health and has 
received a fraction of 
the investment put in to 
treating infectious dis-
eases such as malaria,” 
said Dmitri Nepogodiev, 
Research Fellow at the 
University of Birming-
ham. “Although not all 
postoperative deaths are 
avoidable, many can be 
prevented by increasing 
investment in research, 
staff training, equipment, 
and better hospital facili-
ties,” Nepogodiev said.

“To avoid millions 
more people dying after 
surgery, planned expan-
sion of access to surgery 
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Party flags trigger tension in Namchi

BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 01 Feb:

The situation here 
turned tense today as 

Sikkim Democratic Front 
and Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha supporters got 
into a confrontational 
mode over “flag politics,” 
a routine which is ex-
pected to play out more 
often as the elections ap-

proach closer. 
SKM, under the lead-

ership of the party’s 
South District president, 
Ganesh Rai, had organ-
ised the flag-hoisting 
programme around the 
Central Park area, and 
later in the afternoon, 
youth from SDF gathered 
around town and request-
ed shopkeepers to take 

down the SKM flags from 
the respective shops.

As word spread, SKM 
youth also arrived at the 
spot and soon the two 
groups were engaged in 
a heated argument.

The air was thick with 
tension and it was only 
after personnel from 
Namchi Police Station 
arrived that the situation 

was defused.
The matter was re-

solved after both parties 
agreed that if shopkeep-
ers around Central Park 
wished to take down the 
flags they could and if they 
did not want to, they will 
hoist the SKM party flag.

Police sources further 
inform that Namchi police 

turn to pg02

HRDD committee for adhoc 
teachers holds first meeting
SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

The first meeting of 
the committee con-

stituted by Human Re-
source Development 
Department [HRDD] to 
look into the demands of 
adhoc teachers was held 
here at HRDD conference 
hall today. The meeting 
between HRDD officials 
and representatives of 
All Sikkim Adhoc & Tem-
porary Employees Asso-
ciation [ASATEA] lasted 
for around two and a 
half hours. During the 
meeting, adhoc teachers 
in hundreds gathered at 
Ridge Road and eagerly 
waited for the outcome 
of the meeting.

Speaking to media 
persons after the meet-
ing, ASATEA members 
mentioned that the 
departmental officials 
have given positive re-
sponse to all demands 
and issues placed in the 
meeting. They informed 
that the department 
has assured to work on 
these demands.  

“We have mainly 
placed three demands 
of adhoc teachers in 
the meeting. Our first 
demand was the reg-
ularisation of compe-
tent teachers and those 
teachers who have 
worked for five years 
and above as per a State 
government notifica-
tion,” they informed. 
Likewise, the second 
demand is the continu-
ation of service without 
any break with full sala-
ry and the third demand 
is 50% reservation in 
employment in all gov-
ernment departments 
according to seniority.   

“We mainly dis-

cussed these issues in 
the meeting and the 
department officials 
also placed their issues. 
They have noted down 
all our issues and giv-
en positive response to 
take these demands to 
higher authorities,” it 
is informed. It has been 
informed that HRDD 
will be giving minutes of 
today’s meeting to the 
association on Saturday. 

“After getting min-
utes of the meeting, we 
will see whether the de-
partment will take our 
demands seriously and 
then we will further dis-
cuss our demands and 
issues in the next meet-
ing scheduled to be held 
on 06 Feb,” they stated.

ASATEA members 
have also submitted 
supporting documents 
to the department during 
the meeting. “We are still 
working on getting more 
supporting documents 
from other States to place 
in the upcoming meeting. 
We want all our issues to 
be resolved in the upcom-
ing second meeting of the 
committee as we are not 
in favour of holding fur-
ther meetings,” they said. 

They added that the 
department has assured 
full support to adhoc teach-
ers and to take the matter to 
higher authorities.

ASATEA also raised 
the issue that heads 
of different schools 
have been asking ad-
hoc teachers to join the 
school immediately or 
face consequences. On 
the same, the associa-
tion has urged heads of 
schools not to pressur-
ize teachers and to co-
operate with them. 
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Centre should “immediately” appoint 
regular CBI Director, says SC

New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court Fri-
day said it was “averse” 
to the arrangement of an 
interim CBI Director and 
the Centre should “imme-
diately” appoint a regular 
chief of the probe agency.

The post of CBI Di-
rector is “sensitive” and 
“important”, and it is not 
good to keep an interim 
director of the agency 
for longer period, the top 
court observed, seeking to 
know as to why the gov-
ernment has not made the 
appointment yet.

A bench of Justices 
Arun Mishra and Navin 
Sinha was told by At-
torney General (AG) K 
K Venugopal, appear-
ing for the Centre, that 
a high-powered Selec-
tion Committee headed 
by the Prime Minister 
would meet Friday to se-
lect a new CBI director.

“We are only saying 
that you should appoint 
CBI director immediately. 
No more of this in-charge 
business,” the bench told 
the Venugopal, who said 
the committee is doing it 
as soon as possible.

The top court was 
hearing a petition filed 
by NGO Common Cause 

challenging the Centre’s 
decision to appoint IPS of-
ficer M Nageswara Rao as 
the interim CBI director.

Advocate Prashant 
Bhushan, appearing for 
the NGO, told the top 
court that 40 officers 
have been transferred 
from CBI in last two-
three weeks.

The bench told Venu-
gopal that the officer 
who would be appointed 
as the new CBI Director 
should examine not only 
the decisions taken by 
Rao after taking charge 
of interim CBI chief but 
also “trace the move-
ment of files” during the 
period when IPS officer 
Alok Kumar Verma took 
charge of the post for two 
days on being reinstated.

During the hearing, 
Venugopal placed before 
the bench in a sealed 
cover the minutes of the 
meeting of the high-pow-
ered Selection Commit-
tee which was held last 
month for appointing the 
new CBI chief.

The last meeting of 
the committee took place 
on January 24 but it re-
mained “inconclusive”.

Venugopal informed
turn to pg02
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SPCC to submit memorandum to 
Governor on allegations against Golay

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok 01 Feb:

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

[SPCC] has decided to 
submit a memorandum 
to the Governor of Sikkim 
on the allegations made 
by Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling against Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha presi-
dent, PS Tamang [Golay]. 
The CM had accused Mr 

Tamang of political mur-
ders and other acts of vi-
olence while addressing 
a Rojgar Mela at Gangtok, 
according to SPCC.

In a press confer-
ence here today, All In-
dia Congress Commit-
tee secretary incharge 
for Sikkim, Pradyot Deb 
Barman stated that 
the CM, who is also the 
Minister-in-charge for 

Home Department, has 
made serious allegations 
against the SKM pres-
ident but surprisingly, 
failed to take action on 
the alleged crimes. 

“If the CM has all in-
formation on the SKM 
president then he should 
take action. The poli-
tics of allegations is not 
healthy and he should 
not make such serious 

allegations without any 
proof,” he said. Mr Bar-
man stated that the Con-
gress party will request 
the Governor to use his 
special powers to inves-
tigate into these allega-
tions. He added that CM’s 
allegations are very seri-
ous and there should be a 
serious investigation into 
the same.

Responding to media 

queries, he stated that 
alliances for Congress 
are based on ideology, pro-
grammes and in the inter-
est of Sikkim and its people, 
not monetary agreements.  
He added that AICC is very 
serious about the upcom-
ing election. 

“We will go to the 
people of Sikkim with 
local issues. We are soon 
opening our offices in all 
districts to reach out to 
the people at the grass-
roots level,” he said. 

Safeguard of Article 
371F, employment to lo-
cal youth, etc are some of 
the issues Congress will 
be raising for the upcom-
ing election.

On the Citizenship 
(amendment) Bill, Mr 
Barman stated that it 
was really surprising 
that the SDF MP sup-
ported the bill in the Lok 
Sabha when intense pro-
tests were going on in 
the region against the 
bill. If the bill is imple-
mented in the State, it 
will be a threat to the 
small population of 
Sikkim, he added.

TTF training at Karfectar
Jorethang, 01 Feb (IPR): The second day Train-
ing for Trainers Facilitators (TTF) is being held 
at the conference hall of Sikkim Institute of Rural 
Development (SIRD), Karfectar today. This train-

ing is held under the direction of Election Com-
mission of India (ECI), and the resource people 
for the day were Nilay Majumdar and Sanjiv Deb 
from Hero Mindmine.

SKM convenes ward-level meeting at 
Ralak, unleashes on SDF and State Govt

SummIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

A ward-level meeting 
of Sikkim Krantikari 

Morcha was held Ralak 
ward under Tingchem 
GPU of Dzongu constitu-
ency today. 

The meeting had SKM 
working president, MP 
Subba, as chief guest ac-
companied by vice pres-
ident, Birendra Tamling, 
and other senior leaders 
and SKM party workers.

An SKM press release 
informs that the chief 
guest urged the people 
to stay aware and not 
imperil the future of the 
State for small govern-
ment benefits. 

He stated that SKM 
has the vision to provide 
prosperity and happi-
ness to the people. 

On the same, he urged 
the people to support the 

vision of the party. 
Mr Subba alleged 

that the ruling party has 
been trying to stop the 
people from attending 
opposition meetings 
with the lure of govern-
ment benefits and other 
programmes. 

He also alleged that 
the government has 
been trying to misguide 
and deceive youth with 
false assurances. He also 
lambasted the CM for his 
statement that SIBLAC, 
Bhaichung Bhutia and 
SKM have been obstruct-
ing the delivery of Lim-
boo and Tamang seats.

SKM vice president, 
Mr Tamling, in turn al-
leged that the youth 
have not been receiv-
ing the chance to ise 
the SDF and added that 
SKM will give them full 
opportunity. 

He also stated that 
SKM president PS Ta-
mang [Golay] can contest 
the upcoming elections.

SKM North District 
panchayat cell general 
secretary, Thinlay Uzer 
Bhutia, further alleged 
favouritism by the State 
government in the distri-
bution of the government 
benefits and schemes. 

Likewise, Chung 
Kipu Lepcha stressed 
that the people should 
come forward openly 
for their rights. She fur-
ther alleged failure of the 
government in different 
sectors through the 
past 25 years. Chewang 
Norbu Lepcha also ad-
dressed the meeting 
and accused the ruling 
party of indulging in 
communal politics to 
divide the people to 
come into the power.

Team of 19 leaves for Kolkata Marathon

SummIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

A Nineteen-member 
team of runners left 

today to participate in the 

IDBI Federal Life Insur-
ance Kolkata Marathon 
scheduled to be held on 
03 Feb. The team is being 
led by the Marathon Man 

of Sikkim, Amar Subba, 
who has thanked the or-
ganising committee for 
extending free entry to his 
students in the marathon.

“We, executive mem-
bers are just a medium 
but it is the collective de-
cision of adhoc teachers 
not to join duty until the 
matter is resolved fully,” 
they said. Schools across 
the State reopened for 
the new academic ses-
sion today.

HRDD 
committee...

must be complemented by investment in to improving 
the quality of surgery around the world,” he said.

Surgery saves lives and can transform patients’ qual-
ity of life, but this study shows that a large number of 
patients die in the immediate postoperative period.

“As efforts continue to increase access to surgery 
around the world, there is also an urgent need for re-
search to improve the quality and safety of surgery,” said 
Professor Dion Morton from the University of Birming-
ham. The researchers project that expanding surgical 
services to address unmet need would add another 1.9 
million post-operative deaths in LMICs each year.

Based on 4.2 million deaths, 7.7 per cent of all 
deaths globally occur within 30 days of surgery, re-
searchers said. 

More people die...

had also received the complaints from both parties and reg-
istered the general diaries of both parties at the Namchi PS. 

Meanwhile, given the development, police person-
nel and IRBn jawans have been deployed in the area.

SKM’s Ganesh Rai, when contacted, informed that 
this was only a small party programme and had been 
carried out peacefully. 

“We had no intentions to clash with anyone and 
we had put up the flags after asking shopkeepers and 
house-owners,” he said, while adding that it was the SDF 
youth who tried to bring down SKM flags forcefully. 

Meanwhile, SDF party youth convenor, Bikash 
Rai, youth in-charge Binod Rai and councillor Kamal 
Chettri, informed that they had received several com-
plaints from shopkeepers and house owners that SKM 
party youth had come in groups and forcefully hoisted 
SKM flags in their shops.

The SDF leaders added that the shopkeepers 
had agreed out of fear but were not keen to hoist 
SKM flags and said they needed “protection” to 
bring down the flags.

“It is then that SDF party youth of Nam-
chi-Singithang stepped up to allow the shop-
keepers to feel safe enough to pull down the SKM 
flags,” they said. 

They added that some shopkeepers had also 
lodged a complaint against SKM party workers for 
forcefully hoisting SKM flags on their properties.

Party flags trigger...

the bench that the Centre 
had taken the permission 
of the committee to ap-
point Rao as an interim 
CBI Director.

The Selection Com-
mittee comprises the 
Prime Minister, the lead-
er of the largest opposi-
tion party and the Chief 
Justice of India or his 
nominee judge of the 
apex court.

Bhushan told the 
apex court that besides 
challenging Rao’s ap-
pointment as interim 
CBI chief, the NGO has 
sought appointment of 
a regular CBI director 
and transparency in the 
entire process.

He said the govern-
ment has no power to ap-
point Rao as the interim 
CBI chief as it would be 
done only after taking ap-
proval of the high-pow-
ered committee.

“But in the event of a 
vacancy if say someone 
(CBI director) goes on 
leave, then how that va-
cancy will be filled?,” the 
bench observed.

“You are 100 per cent 
correct that appointment 
should be made by the 
committee,” the bench 
told Bhushan.

At this juncture, the 
bench asked the AG, 
“Why you (Centre) have 
not appointed a regular 
director so far? CBI di-
rector is such a sensitive 

post. All this is going 
on since October. You 
already knew that the 
person (former director 
Alok Kumar Verma) was 
going to retire in January. 
You should have appoint-
ed a new director”.

Venugopal said the 
matter was pending be-
fore the apex court and a 
judgement was delivered 
on the issue last month.

He said the commit-
tee has already met once 
and the next meeting 
was scheduled for today 
(Friday). The bench told 
the AG that arrange-
ment of appointing an 
interim CBI director in 
the interregnum should 
not be adopted.

“It cannot function 
on an ad-hoc basis. For 
seven, 10 or even 15 days 
we can understand. But 
not for longer period,” 
the bench said, adding, 
“CBI director is an im-
portant post”. To this, the 
AG referred to the tussle 
between Verma and the 
then special director of 
the agency Rakesh Astha-
na and said the two se-
nior officers were fight-
ing in public domain.

“The CBI was not 
functioning properly. 
Not only fighting, they 
had levelled corruption 
allegations against each 
other. That was wholly 
unbecoming of the CBI 
officers. We are averse 

to this arrangement. 
When are you going to 
do it? Tell us? Let us 
post this for Monday 
and we should not pass 
any order. The person 
in-charge is only an in-
charge,” the bench said.

The Attorney Gen-
eral said that in the last 
meeting of the commit-
tee, Congress leader Mal-
likarjun Kharge, who is a 
member of the high-pow-
ered panel, needed some 
more details which have 
been given to him.

The bench observed 
that if a member of the 
committee wanted to 
verify something, “it is 
not bad”. Bhushan told 
the court the Centre’s Oc-
tober 23 last year order 
appointing Rao as inter-
im CBI chief was set aside 
by the apex court which 
had delivered a verdict in 
the case on January 8.

“We have read that. 
The order (appointing 
Rao) was set aside. 
Ultimately, it is not 
an appointment,” the 
bench said.

Bhushan said if the 
permission of the selec-
tion committee was tak-
en before appointing Rao 
as interim CBI director, 
the issue of his appoint-
ment no longer endures.

He then argued that 
there should be trans-
parency in the process of 
appointing CBI director. 

Centre should “immediately”...
RCom to go for insolvency 
resolution process after 

failure to repay debt
New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Reliance Communica-
tions has decided to opt 
for insolvency proceed-
ings following its failure 
to sell assets for paying 
back its lenders, the Anil 
Ambani-led telecom firm 
said Friday. RCom even 
failed to sell spectrum 
to Mukesh Ambani’s 
Reliance Jio, a deal that 
was expected to bring 
some relief to the cash-
strapped company.

“RCom board of di-
rectors decides upon 
implementation of debt 
resolution plans through 
NCLT framework,” the 
company said in a state-
ment. Swedish telecom 
gear maker Ericsson had 
filed the first petition be-
fore National Company 
Law Tribunal to invoke 
insolvency proceedings 
against RCom. The NCLT 
on the request of RCom 
had granted it time to 
clear dues to avoid insol-
vency proceedings.

It is estimated that 
RCom has been reeling 
under debt of over Rs 
46,000 crore.

The board of direc-
tors of RCom Friday re-
viewed the progress of 
the company’s debt res-
olution plans since the 

invocation of strategic 
debt resolution on June 
2, 2017. The Board noted 
that despite the passage of 
over 18 months, lenders 
have received zero pro-
ceeds from the proposed 
asset monetisation plans, 
and the overall debt res-
olution process is yet to 
make any headway, the 
statement said.

“Accordingly, the 
Board decided that 
the Company will seek 
fast track resolution 
through NCLT, Mumbai. 
The Board believes this 
course of action will 
be in the best interests 
of all stakeholders, en-
suring comprehensive 
debt resolution in a fi-
nal, transparent and time 
bound manner within 
the prescribed 270 days,” 
the statement said. The 
company had chalked out 
plans to sell assets for 
about Rs 25,000 crore and 
use it for clearing debt of 
around 40 lenders.

RCom was expecting 
to realise Rs 975 crore 
from sale of spectrum 
to Jio which it promised 
to use paying dues of Rs 
550 crore to Ericsson 
and Rs 230 crore to settle 
dues of minority stake-
holder Reliance Infratel. 

Opposition 
Cong, TDP 
say union 
budget ‘low 
on substance’
Hyderabad, Feb 1 (PTI): 
The opposition Congress 
and TDP in Telangana 
termed the Union Bud-
get as low on substance, 
while the ruling TRS 
said the announcement 
of cash dole for farmers 
was an “imitation” of its 
‘Rythu Bandhu’ scheme 
with slight modifications.

AIMIM also claimed 
that the new ‘Kisan 
Samman Nidhi’ scheme 
is inspired by the farm-
ers’ investment support 
scheme being imple-
mented in the state.

“Loan waiver is what 
they (farmers) are asking 
for, (there is) government 
debt, private debt. At the 
end of the day, a farmer 
has to be debt free.

The Rs 6,000 (to be 
paid a year in three in-
stalments) will not help 
them to be debt free,” 
AICC spokesperson Sra-
van Dasoju told PTI.

Though the NDA 
government talked a lot 
about the hike it made 
in the Minimum Support 
Price for farmers, the in-
crease did not meet what 
the BJP had promised in 
2014, he alleged.

The farmers would 
not be able to buy fer-
tilisers and seeds with 
this amount, Dasoju 
claimed. TDP Politburo 
member Ravula Chan-
drasekhar Reddy alleged 
that the budget has ig-
nored the needs of states.

On the ‘Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi’ farmers sup-
port scheme, he demand-
ed to know whether the 
Centre has all the statis-
tics about farmers.

He alleged that it was 
against the federal spirit 
for the Centre to directly 
transfer money into the 
accounts of farmers. 
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Roads & Bridges Department
Government of Sikkim

Notice
Temporary closure of roads w.e.f. 21st January 2019 to 21st February 2019.

Stretches of road:
1. MelliManpurNamchi Road in South Sikkim (stretch 27+300 to 28+840 

Mikkhola)
2. MelliManpurNamchi Road in South Sikkim (Stretch 11+200 to 13+00 

Sumbuk to KitamPhatak)
timing:

1. 8:00 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. ------------ Closed
2. 10.30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. ------------ Open
3. 11.30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. ------------ Closed
4. 1.30. P.M. to 2:30 P.M. ------------ Open
5. 2.30. P.M. to 4:30 P.M. ------------ Closed
6. 4.30. P.M. to 5:30 P.M. ------------ Open
7. 5.30. P.M. to 7:30 P.M. ------------ Closed
8. 7.30. P.M. to 8:00 A.M. ------------ Open

By order
(R&B Department)

R.o. No. : 602/iPR.PUB/classi/2018-19 
Date: 18/01/2019 

SociAL JUStice, eMPoWeRMeNt & WeLFARe DePARtMeNt
iNteGRAteD cHiLD PRotectioN ScHeMe

GoVeRNMeNt oF SiKKiM
eMPLoYMeNt Notice

Walk-in-interview
No. 415/SJE&WD/ICPS/201                                 Dated: 29.01.2019
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for filling up of the following posts on contractual basis for a period 
of three years under Integrated Child Protection Scheme in Social Justice Empowerment & Welfare Department spon-
sored by Ministry of Women & Child Development. The details of posts and eligibility criteria are as under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of 
the post

No. of post Educational Qualifications Desirable Educational 
Qualification

Sitting Allowances

1. Member, 
Child 
Welfare 
Commit-
tee 

02(East Dis-
trict) 
02(North Dis-
trict) 
01(West Dis-
trict)

Should be a practicing professional 
with a degree in Child Development 
or Psychology or Social Work or 
Sociology or Human Development 
or in the field of law or should be a 
retired Judicial Officer OR Should have 
minimum of seven years of experience 
of working with children in the field of 
health, education or welfare activities 
pertaining to children. OR Should be 
expert o matters concerning children.

Should have Graduate 
degree in the men-
tioned discipline and 
should have minimum 
experience of 7 years 
of working with child 
related issued.

Rs.1500 per sitting 
(The members 
shall be paid 
Rs.1500 per 
sitting).

2. Member, 
Juvenile 
Justice 
Board

01(East Dis-
trict) 
01 (North 
District)

Should be a practicing professional 
with a degree in Child Psychology or 
Psychiatry or Sociology or in the field 
of Law. OR Should have minimum 
experience of seven years of working 
with children in the field of education, 
Health or Welfare activates. 

Should have Graduate 
degree in the men-
tioned discipline and 
should have minimum 
experience of 7 years 
of working with child 
related issues. 

Rs.1500 per sitting 
(The members 
shall be paid 
Rs.1500 per 
sitting).

i. terms conditions
1. All the placement stated above under the Integrated Child Protection Scheme are purely on contractual basis.
2. The above appointment shall not confer any right for regularization in future.
3. The candidate shall be selected through walk-in-interview.
4. The candidate fulfilling above eligibility criteria as prescribed against each post shall apply.
5. Candidate must be in good health and physically fit to discharge his/her duties.
6. Entry age limit shall be as per the Sikkim State Governments norms. 

The interested candidate fulfilling the eligibility criteria may submit the RESUME addressed to the office as stated below 
on or before 28.02.2019 latest by 4 p.m.
ii. otHeR ReQUiReMeNtS.
          Application addressed to the Additional Secretary cum Director. ICPS, SJE&WD, along with following valid docu-
ments and contact numbers should be submitted to the Office of the Joint Secretary cum Programme Managers, ICPS, 
Department of Social Justice Empowerment & Welfare Department, Lumsey, East Sikkim on or before 28.02.2019 latest 
by 4 p.m. Only application received after the stipulated date and time shall be entertained.

1.      Attested copies or requisite qualification from recognized Board/University from Class X onwards and documen-
tary proof of desirable qualification.

2.     Attested copies of Sikkim Subject Certificate/ Certificate of Identification from Concerned Authority.
3.     Attested copy of the valid Local Employment Card.
4.     No Objection Certificate from the Secretary, Head of Departments in the case of any temporary employed serving 

in Government Departments. 
5.     Experience Certificate duly certificated by the Issuing Authority.

Social Justice, Empowerment & Welfare Department reserves the right to accept/reject application without assigning any 
reason thereof. No. TA/DA shall be admissible for attending the interview.
Original documents should be submitted at the time of interview.
Date and venue of interview shall be notified later on.
Note: Interested and eligible candidate may visit www.socialwelfare.gov.in 

R.o. No. 637/iPR/Pub/classi./18-19 
Dated: 31.01.19 

Sd/-
(K.Sreenivasulu), iAS

Principal Secretary
Social Justice, Emp. & 
Welfare Department,

008/SJE&WD/ICPS/DCPU(W)2018.

Sd/-
Bhandana Rai

Joint Secretary cum 
Programme Manager, ICPS

Social Justice, Emp. & 
Welfare Department.

2 Sikkimese grab awards at indian 
Responsible tourism Awards 2019

NiteSH R PRADHAN
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

Pema Bhutia, one of 
the founding mem-

bers of Khangchendzon-
ga Conservation Commit-
tee (KCC) has been con-
ferred with ‘Responsible 
Tourism Pathfinder’ title 
by Indian Responsible 
Tourism Awards 2019. 

Gyatso Lepcha’s 
Mayallyang homestay 
located in Dzongu has 
also grabbed the Gold 
“Best homestay” hon-
our at the IRTA hosted 
by the Outlook Group’s 
- Outlook Responsible 
Tourism Initiative which 
is the Indian chapter of 
the World Travel Mar-

ket (WTM) Responsible 
Tourism Awards, UK.

Mr Bhutia was con-
ferred the recognition 
on 31 Jan at the Shan-
gri-La Hotel, New Delhi. 
Mr Bhutia along with 
some others had found-
ed Khangchendzonga 
Conservation Commit-
tee in 1996 and has been 
working for the conser-
vation of biodiversity, 
training eco-tourism 
service providers like 
trekking guides, trek-
king cooks, pack ani-
mal operators, home 
stay operators and por-
ters. KCC has also been 
successfully managing 
Zero waste trekking 

trail in Yuksam-Dzon-
gri-Goechala trekking 
corridor since 2009.

The Responsible 
Tourism Pathfinder is a 
unique category which 
was only introduced this 
year to celebrate practi-
tioners whose outstand-
ing contribution to tour-
ism has changed the nar-
rative of inclusive travel 
in India. 

Along with Pema 
Bhutia, the award was 
also conferred to Parag 
Rangnekar, Bhutia, 
Founding President of 
Goa Bird Conservation 
Network and Initiator of 
the Verlem Ecotourism 
Co-operative Society.

Gangtok Times studio inaugurated; First 
episode of the GT Talk Show recorded

SUMMit RePoRt
Gangtok, 01 Feb:

The Gangtok Times 
Studio was inau-

gurated today by Legal 
advisor to the CM, KT 
Gyaltsen, and senior SDF 
leader, Bhaskar Basnett, 
at the GT office at Upper 
Tadong today. 

The studio will be 
used to conduct the GT 
Talk Show which will fea-
ture various interviews.  

Mr Gyaltsen and Mr 
Basnett were the first 
guests on the talk show. 

While Mr Gyaltsen talk-
ed about democratic values 
embedded in the Sikkim 
Democratic Front and the 
political ideology of the 
party, he also mentioned 
the joining of 260 families 
into the SDF yesterday.  

When asked about 
the recent press confer-

ence held by SKM on its 
president PS Tamang 
[Golay] contesting in 
elections, Mr Gyaltsen 
said that SDF’s grass-
roots connect was strong 
and that the party is not 
concerned whether a 

convicted criminal can 
contest in the coming 
elections or not. 

He added that the op-
position is merely trying 
to divert the attention of 
the public by trying to 
sensationalize this issue.

Commenting on HSP, 
Bhaichung Bhutia’s Mr 
10% remark on the CM, 
Mr Basnett insisted 
that the comment was 
an insult not just on 
the CM, but to the en-
tire state of Sikkim. 

Media team from Mizoram 
meets cS and iPR Secy

Gangtok, 01 Feb (IPR): 
A team of ten journal-
ists from Mizoram led 
by two officers of the 
Department of Infor-
mation & Public Rela-
tions, Government of 
Mizoram, are on a four-
day exposure visit to 
the State of Sikkim. The 
team reached the State 
capital on the evening of 
31 Jan, 2019.

The visiting team 
called on Chief Secretary, 
Shri AK Shrivastava in 
his office this afternoon. 
The Chief Secretary wel-
comed the delegates 
with traditional silk 
scarves and interacted 
with them. He apprised 
the team about the array 
of developmental works 
being undertaken by the 
State Government. He 
also gave a brief insight 
into the functioning of 
the media in the State.

The visiting dele-
gates, in turn, shared that 
the purpose of their vis-
it was to get first-hand 
knowledge of the suc-
cessful initiatives of the 
Government of Sikkim. 
They also expressed their 
desire to learn about the 
working methods of the 
State IPR Department 
and the media fraternity. 
The meeting also had the 
presence of Director, IPR, 
Smt Parinita Lama.  

The team then vis-
ited Soochna Bhawan, 
Tadong, where they met 
and interacted with Sec-
retary IPR, Smt Sherap 
Shenga and officers of 
the Department. The 
Secretary briefed them 
about the role of the De-
partment in the dissemi-
nation of information re-
lated to the Government. 
She also shared the activ-
ities of each of the sec-

tions of the Department. 
The Secretary and offi-
cers of the Department 
took note of some of the 
unique initiatives and 
good practices of DIPR, 
Mizoram. The team then 
visited each section and 
understood their func-
tioning closely.

The team from 
Mizoram is led by In-
formation & Public Re-
lations Officer, DIPR 
Mizoram, Shri Andrew H 
Lalremruata and his col-
league Dr. Lallawmkima, 
IPR Officer, and compris-
es of ten senior journal-
ists representing leading 
vernacular newspapers 
and television channels 
in Mizoram. The team 
will meet and interact 
with the Members of the 
Press Club of Sikkim on 
Saturday and will visit 
the landmark Nathula 
Pass on Sunday.

Voter helpline 1950 now operational
Gangtok, 01 Feb (IPR): 
The voter helpline toll 
free number 1950 start-
ed functioning from to-
day. The helpline num-
ber 1950 was launched 
by the Office of Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO) 
on the occasion of 9th 
National Voters’ Day at 
Chintan Bhawan on 25 
Jan last month.  

Now with the func-
tioning of 1950 toll-free 
number, any citizen can 
call with an inquiry with 
EPIC Number their Elec-
toral Registration, Form 
Status, Polling Station, 
Assembly Constituen-
cy, Electoral Officer and 
other election related 
issues at any time be-
tween 9 am to 6 pm in 
all working days. 

“By using the toll free 

helpline number, people 
of all the four district of 
Sikkim can register their 
grievances and problems 
to the CEO office. It is 
now easy for the voters 
and election commission 
to redress the grievance 
on time. It will ensure 
that voters get all infor-
mation about their elec-

tion related issue within 
minutes. The helpline 
number and other online 
portal have made griev-
ances redressal faster 
and easier,” stated Addi-
tional CEO, Roshni Rai.

Additional CEO fur-
ther mentioned that if 
CEO office receives any 
complaint and grievanc-

es related to ECI, then 
CEO Office will forward 
the same to National 
Grievance Redressal Sys-
tem of ECI.

By using this helpline 
number people can give 
suggestions, feedback, 
or share information and 
register any complaint 
related to election.

Mithali 
becomes first 
female to play 
200 ODIs
Hamilton, Feb 1 (PTI): 
India captain Mithali Raj 
on Friday became the 
first female cricketer to 
play 200 ODIs, adding 
another achievement to 
her illustrious career.

The 36-year-old is 
also the highest run-get-
ter in ODIs with 6622 
runs at an average of 
51.33, including seven 
hundreds. Mithali could 
not make a big impact 
in her 200th game, scor-
ing nine off 28 balls as 
India were bowled out 
for 149 in the third and 
final ODI against New 
Zealand here.

She had hit an un-
beaten 63 in the second 
ODI, helping India take 
an unassailable 2-0 lead 
in the series.

Mithali made her ODI 
debut way back in 1999 
and has featured in 200 
games out of the 263 
ODIs India have played.

She has also played 
10 Tests and 85 T20s.

Presley Gerber 
Reveals Why 
He Didn’t Want 
To Be A Model 

When your mum is 
one of the OG su-

permodels of all time, 
you’d think automatical-
ly following in her foot-
steps is a given, right? 
That definitely wasn’t the 
case for Presley Gerber, 
aka Cindy Crawford’s 
genetically blessed off-
spring; brother of bud-
ding top model Kaia 
Gerber, as he reveals in 
his latest cover profile 
in the February 2019 is-
sue of T Singapore.

“I definitely had no 
idea I was going to mod-
el,” he said in his inter-
view. “I knew I wanted 
to start a business. I 
thought I was going to go 
to college till about senior 
year [in high school] and 
then I started modelling. It 
introduced me to a whole 
new world and I’m kind of 
taking it from there.”

Striking a pose on the 
streets of New York in 
the latest HUGO spring/
summer 2019 offerings, 
the 19-year-old model 
looks as self-assured as 
some of the models who 
have been in the industry 
for a much longer time 
than him. His secret? “I 
believe in doing anything 
that makes you happy. Do 
what makes you happy,” 
he told the magazine.

When asked about 
his favourite thing 
about modelling, the 
sandy-haired stunner 
quipped, “The thing I en-
joy most [about model-
ling] I’d say, is the travel. 
By now I have been to a 
lot of places but I still like 
it a lot and I still have Aus-
tralia on my list of places 
that I’d like to visit.”



4 SummitTIMES | 02 Feb 2019

Battling the Big-C
Build better defenses. Generate 

wider awareness

Monday, 04 February, is World Cancer Day, and of 
the many Days that are observed in the State, 

this is one that should receive wider attention. As 
the world over, Cancer has been palpably on the rise 
in Sikkim as well and even as better healthcare facil-
ities are extended to patients and their families, it is 
important that wider awareness is generated on this 
health issue so that infection rates are brought down 
and detections made earlier. Year 2019 marks the be-
ginning of a three-year ‘I Am and I Will’ campaign. ‘I 
Am and I Will’ is an empowering call-to-action urging 
for personal commitment and represents the power 
of individual action taken now to impact the future. 
World Cancer Day is a campaign built to resonate, in-
spire change and mobilise action long after the day 
has passed. A multi-year campaign offers a chance to 
create long-lasting impact by increasing public-facing 
exposure and engagement, more opportunities to 
build global awareness and impact-driven action.

The new campaign arrives in the heels of another 
three-year resolve ‘We can. I can’ campaign which was 
designed to explore how everyone – as a collective or 
as individuals – can do their part to reduce the global 
burden of cancer. The idea was clearly to take Cancer 
beyond the sole purview of doctors and the health-
care systems since just as cancer affects everyone in 
different ways, all people have the power to take various 
actions to reduce the impact that cancer has on individ-
uals, families and communities. This Monday would be 
a good time for Sikkim to reflect on what it can do, make 
a pledge and take action. One knows that preventive ac-
tion, healthy lifestyles and early detection are integral to 
ensure surviving cancer. That said, diagnosing cancer is 
not easy – not all cancers show signs early and symp-
toms and other warning signs can also appear quite late. 
Timely treatment is still important nevertheless and it 
falls on the state, since it provides the widest healthcare 
network, to provide it. What are also required are more 
effective public awareness campaigns and workplace 
health and wellbeing initiatives; time then for Sikkim to 
evaluate how it has delivered on these counts.

The CATCH programme of the State Government 
was a welcome step towards institutionalizing annual 
health check-ups because it is primarily such healthcare 
habits which will ensure timely and early detection. In 
cases like Cancer, too often, to go to the doctor after a 
condition has set in is too late. And make no mistake, 
Cancer is a major concern which is only going to loom 
larger in the years to come. Look around, just about 
everyone has some experience on the matter, either 
through a relative who has been diagnosed with “CA” 
or a friend who has someone in the family with Can-
cer. Noticeably, one does not meet too many Cancer 
Survivors. But if it is any consolation, Sikkim is not 
alone in the nightmare and the increase in Cancer 
cases here reflects a global trend. 

A recent report of the UN shows that cancer is now 
the world’s biggest killer – with the number of cases 
set to explode in coming years. A global cancer report 
compiled by UN Agency, The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) shows that as a single entity, 
Cancer is the biggest cause of mortality worldwide with 
an estimated 8.2 million deaths from cancer in 2012. 
Also reflective of the unequal world we live in is a recent 
study by Lancet which reveals that while Cancer survival 
is generally increasing, even for some of the more deadly 
cancers such as liver and lung, survival trends vary wide-
ly, and there are wide and persistent disparities between 
countries. The first world countries post better cancer 
survival rates than the less “developed” nations. For ex-
ample, for women diagnosed with breast cancer in the 
USA and Australia between 2010 and 2014, 5-year sur-
vival is 90%, compared to 66% for similarly diagnosed 
women in India. That said, it is important to realize here 
that this is not just because the developed countries have 
better hospitals; wider awareness and a tradition of reg-
ular health check-ups play an as important role. 

Cancer needs to be addressed also because Can-
cer cases worldwide are forecast to rise by 75% and 
reach close to 25 million over the next two decades. 
When one talks of a War on Cancer at the global level, 
one refers to efforts to find a cure for cancer through 
increased research and the development of more 
effective cancer treatments. These obviously do not 
apply to Sikkim and the State should consider itself 
lucky if it gets a good Oncology centre here itself. The 
multispecialty hospital being planned by the State 
Government is projected to have an Oncology Centre. 
Hopefully, the policy makers and the babus will en-
sure that no corners are cut in establishing the best 
such facility possible. So while the world works on 
R&D, Sikkim should focus its energies on prevention, 
earlier detection/ diagnosis and screening. 

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive 
prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

European colonisation of the Americas killed 10% 
of world population and caused global cooling

Alexander Koch, Chris Brierley, Mark 
Maslin & Simon Lewis
theconversation.com

While Europe was in the early days of the Re-
naissance, there were empires in the Amer-

icas sustaining more than 60m people. But the 
first European contact in 1492 brought diseases to 
the Americas which devastated the native popula-
tion and the resultant collapse of farming in the 
Americas was so significant that it may have 
even cooled the global climate.

The number of people living in North, Central 
and South America when Columbus arrived is 
a question that researchers have been trying to 
answer for decades. Unlike in Europe and China, 
no records on the size of indigenous societies in 
the Americas before 1492 are preserved. To re-
construct population numbers, researchers rely 
on the first accounts from European eyewitness-
es and, in records from after colonial rule was 
established, tribute payments known as “en-
comiendas”. This taxation system was only es-
tablished after European epidemics had rav-
aged the Americas, so it tells us nothing about 
the size of pre-colonial populations.

Early accounts by European colonists are likely 
to have overestimated settlement sizes and pop-
ulation to advertise the riches of their newly dis-
covered lands to their feudal sponsors in Europe. 
But by rejecting these claims and focusing on 
colonial records instead, extremely low pop-
ulation estimates were published in the early 
20th century which counted the population af-
ter disease had ravaged it.

On the other hand, liberal assumptions on, for 
example, the proportion of the indigenous popula-
tion that was required to pay tributes or the rates 
at which people had died led to extraordinarily 
high estimates.

Our new study clarifies the size of pre-Columbi-
an populations and their impact on their environ-
ment. By combining all published estimates from 
populations throughout the Americas, we find a 
probable indigenous population of 60m in 1492. 
For comparison, Europe’s population at the time 

was 70-88m spread over less than half the area.
THE GREAT DYING
The large pre-Columbian population sustained 
itself through farming – there is extensive ar-
chaeological evidence for slash-and-burn agri-
culture, terraced fields, large earthen mounds 
and home gardens.

By knowing how much agricultural land is re-
quired to sustain one person, population numbers 
can be translated from the area known to be under 
human land use. We found that 62m hectares of 
land, or about 10% of the landmass of the Ameri-
cas, had been farmed or under another human use 
when Columbus arrived. For comparison, in Eu-
rope 23% and in China 20% of land had been used 
by humans at the time.

This changed in the decades after Europeans 
first set foot on the island of Hispaniola in 1497 
– now Haiti and the Dominican Republic – and the 
mainland in 1517. Europeans brought measles, 
smallpox, influenza and the bubonic plague across 
the Atlantic, with devastating consequences for 
the indigenous populations.

Our new data-driven best estimate is a 
death toll of 56m by the beginning of the 
1600s – 90% of the pre-Columbian indige-
nous population and around 10% of the global 
population at the time. This makes the “Great 
Dying” the largest human mortality event in 
proportion to the global population, putting it 
second in absolute terms only to World War 
II, in which 80m people died – 3% of the world’s 
population at the time.

A figure of 90% mortality in post-contact Amer-
ica is extraordinary and exceeds similar epidem-
ics, including the Black Death in Europe – which 
resulted in a 30% population loss in Europe. One 
explanation is that multiple waves of epidemics 
hit indigenous immune systems that had evolved 
in isolation from Eurasian and African populations 
for 13,000 years.
Native Americas at that time had never been in 
contact with the pathogens the colonists brought, 
creating so-called “virgin soil” epidemics. People 
who didn’t die from smallpox, died from the fol-

lowing wave of influenza. Those who survived that 
succumbed to measles. Warfare, famine and colo-
nial atrocities did the rest in the Great Dying.
GLOBAL CONSEQUENCES
This human tragedy meant that there was simply 
not enough workers left to manage the fields and 
forests. Without human intervention, previous-
ly managed landscapes returned to their natural 
states, thereby absorbing carbon from the at-
mosphere. The extent of this regrowth of the 
natural habitat was so vast that it removed 
enough CO₂ to cool the planet.

The lower temperatures prompted feedbacks 
in the carbon cycle which eliminated even more 
CO₂ from the atmosphere – such as less CO₂ being 
released from the soil. This explains the drop in 
CO₂ at 1610 seen in Antarctic ice cores, solving an 
enigma of why the whole planet cooled briefly in 
the 1600s. During this period, severe winters and 
cold summers caused famines and rebellions from 
Europe to Japan.

The modern world began with a catastrophe of 
near-unimaginable proportions. Yet it is the first 
time the Americas were linked to the rest of the 
world, marking the beginning of a new era.

We now know more about the scale of 
pre-European American populations and the 
Great Dying that erased so many of them. 
Human actions at that time caused a drop in 
atmospheric CO₂ that cooled the planet long 
before human civilisation was concerned with 
the idea of climate change.

Such a dramatic event would not contribute 
much to easing the rate of modern global warm-
ing, however. The unprecedented reforestation 
event in the Americas led to a reduction of 5 parts 
per million CO₂ from the atmosphere – only about 
three years’ worth of fossil fuel emissions today.

[Alexander Koch is PhD candidate in Phys-
ical Geography, UCL; Chris Brierley is Associ-

ate Professor of Geography, UCL; Mark Maslin 
is Professor of Earth System Science, UCL; 

Simon Lewis is Professor of Global Change 
Science at University of Leeds and, UCL]

Air pollution may be affecting how happy you are
PETER HOWLEY
theconversation.com

For decades now, GDP has been the 
standard measure of a nation’s 

well-being. But it is becoming clear 
that an economic boost may not be 
accompanied by a rise in individu-
al happiness.

While there are many reasons for 
this, one important factor is that as 
nations become richer, environmen-
tal features such as green space and 
air quality often come under increas-
ing threat. The mental health benefits 
of access to parks or waterfronts, for 
instance, have long been recognised 
but more recently researchers have 
also started to look at the role air pol-
lution can play in our general mental 
health and happiness.

With more tangible outcomes 
such as health, cognitive perfor-
mance or labour productivity, the 
adverse effects of poor air are signif-
icant and well-established. The link 
to infant mortality and respiratory 
disease is well known, and the World 
Health Organisation estimates that 
around 7m deaths are attributable to 
air pollution each year.

But while many people will die 
and many more will acquire a chron-
ic health condition, focusing on ob-
jective indicators such as these may 
still understate the true welfare cost. 
This is because there is now good 
evidence of a direct link between air 
quality and overall mental health and 
happiness.
EVIDENCE FROM ALL OVER THE 
WORLD
This evidence comes from a diverse 
array of studies in different coun-

tries and using different analytical 
approaches. The most compelling of 
these studies track the same people 
over time, and find that changes in 
the air quality in these people’s 
neighbourhoods are related to 
changes in their self-reported 
happiness.

One particularly innovative study 
looked at what happened when large 
power plants in Germany were fitted 
with equipment designed to reduce 
emissions. Researchers had access 
to happiness data from a long-
term survey of a panel of around 
30,000 Germans, and categorised 
everyone by whether they lived up-
wind or downwind of a power plant 
(or nowhere near).

The research found that those 
downwind underwent a significant 
improvement in their happiness lev-
els after the installation, while their 
upwind neighbours did not benefit. 
This sort of comparison – a natural 
experiment that would be impossible 
and perhaps unethical to replicate in 
a lab – helps to ensure that the im-
provement in happiness was due to 
the improvement in air quality as op-
posed to other factors.

Economists and scientists are 
continually on the lookout for new 
ways to test the association. One ex-
ample, recently published in Nature 
Human Behaviour, comes from Chi-
na. Researchers looked at the senti-
ment expressed in 210m geotagged 
messages on the microblog platform 
Sina Weibo (a Chinese equivalent 
to Twitter). Given they knew where 
these tweets had been sent from, 
and how happy or sad they were, 

the researchers were then able to 
match the tweets to a daily local air 
quality index, providing a real-time 
connection between air pollution 
and happiness. Analysing data from 
144 Chinese cities, they found that 
self-reported happiness was signifi-
cantly lower on days with relatively 
higher pollution levels.

This study adds to a pile of re-
search which suggests that air pollu-
tion can be detrimental to happiness 
– but we still need more research on 
why this is. While health is undoubt-
edly a factor, we know from studies 
that control for health status that air 
pollution affects happiness over and 
above any indirect effects on physi-
cal condition. Some possible reasons 
for the direct link include aesthetics 
such as haze, smell and even taste, as 
well as anxiety about personal health 
or the health of others. Air pollution 
has also been a focus of several stud-

ies on cognitive impairment, but it is 
still too early to say if it really plays a 
role in brain health.

Improving the well-being of citi-
zens remains an obvious and import-
ant aim of public policy. To date, the 
principal focus has been on material 
well-being but many social scientists 
and indeed policy makers now argue 
that we need to take account of how 
people think and feel about the qual-
ity of their life. This is not to ignore 
material factors like income or phys-
ical health. Rather, a comprehensive 
picture of societal well-being needs 
to integrate objective indicators with 
subjective measures like happiness. 
Doing so will help ensure that we 
take account of the total cost of en-
vironmental degradation such as air 
pollution. And we will all be better 
off as a result.

[the writer is Associate Professor 
of Economics, University of Leeds]
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BJP takes out rally in Assam 
to protest attack on leader

Guwahati, Feb 1 (PTI): 
The BJP took out a rally 
in Guwahati on Friday to 
protest against Wednes-
day’s attack on its Tin-
sukia district president 
Lakheswar Moran and 
submitted a memoran-
dum to Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, de-
manding action against 
the guilty.

Earlier, BJP state unit 
president Ranjit Kumar 
Dass had threatened to 
retaliate for the attack on 
Moran, while addressing 
a public meeting.

“None would be 
spared if lakhs of my par-
ty members come out in 
protest against the inci-
dent,” he had said.

Around 11am on 
Friday, the members of 
the saffron party’s 39 
district organisations, 
along with the Guwa-
hati unit, marched from 
their northeast office in 
the city to the Kamrup 

(Metro) district deputy 
commissioner’s office 
to submit the memoran-
dum to Sonowal.

In the memorandum, 
signed by BJP’s Guwa-
hati district president 
Bichitra Kalita, the party 
demanded stern action 
against all those who at-
tacked Moran in Tinsukia.

The memorandum 
wanted the police ad-
ministration to take mea-
sures so that such inci-
dents do not recur.

Kalita alleged that 
“goondagiri” (hooligan-
ism) has been going on in 
the state under the garb 
of protests against the 
contentious Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill.

The opposition Con-
gress and the leftist or-
ganisations are “instigat-
ing certain sections to re-
sort to attacks on the BJP 
workers”, he alleged.

Moran sustained inju-
ries on Wednesday when 

a group of unidentified 
men clashed with RSS 
activists in upper Assam.

He was rushed to 
hospital where he was 
administered first-aid 
and his condition was 
stated to be stable.

Three separate FIRs 
have been filed in the 
case by the Tinsukia dis-

trict BJP president, BJP 
Yuva Morcha and BJP Ki-
san Morcha.

Protests against the 
Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill have rocked 
the entire northeast, in-
cluding Assam, over the 
past five weeks, with sev-
eral organisations and 
political parties vehe-

mently opposing it.
The legislation, 

passed by the Lok Sabha 
on January 8, seeks to 
grant nationality to 
non-Muslims who fled 
religious persecution 
from Bangladesh, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, 
and entered India before 
December 31, 2014.

Assam govt admits scholarship 
distribution scam; CID probe on

Guwahati, Feb 1 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
Friday admitted that a 
scam has taken place in 
distribution of pre-ma-
tric scholarships to mi-
nority students and the 
investigation has been 
handed over to the CID.

In a written reply to 
a query by AIUDF MLA 
Aminul Islam, Welfare of 
Minorities Minister Ranjit 
Dutta said in Assembly that 
already five persons have 

been arrested for their in-
volvement in the scam.

Dutta said that a scam 
has taken place in the 
scholarship distribution 
scheme for the students 
belonging to the minori-
ty communities.

The minister, howev-
er, did not share details 
such as the size of the 
scam but said that the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) of As-
sam Police is carrying 

out the probe at present.
“The investigation is 

being carried out taking 
into account all the dis-
tricts of Assam. So far, 
two teachers in Moriga-
on and Barpeta, two staff 
of bank customer care 
centre and one middle-
man have been arrested,” 
Dutta said.

Since the probe is 
on, other details can-
not be shared at this 
moment, he added.

Budgetary allocation to NE 
states to be increased by 21 pc

New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI): 
The government’s devel-
opment initiatives in the 
Northeastern states got 
a major budgetary push 
Friday as Finance Min-
ister Piyush Goyal pro-
posed to increase the al-
location to the region by 
21 per cent to Rs 58,166 
crore in the interim bud-
get for 2019-20.

Presenting the in-
terim budget 2019-20 
in Parliament Friday, 
Goyal said the people of 
the Northeast have also 
received significant ben-
efits of infrastructure de-
velopment.

“The allocation for 
the Northeastern areas is 
being proposed to be in-
creased by 21 per cent to 

Rs 58,166 crore in 2019-
20 budget estimates over 
2018-19,” he said.

Goyal said Arunachal 
Pradesh has come on the air 
map recently and Megha-
laya, Tripura and Mizoram 
have come on India’s rail 
map for the first time.

The finance minis-
ter said the government 
will introduce container 
cargo movement to the 
Northeast by improving 
the navigation capacity 
of the Brahmaputra river.

Goyal said the proj-
ects stuck for decades 
like the Bogibeel rail-
cum-road bridge in 
Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh have been com-
pleted. With the commis-
sioning of the Pakyong 

airport in Sikkim, the 
number of operational 
airports in the country 
has crossed 100, he said.

The budget allo-
cation for some of the 
major schemes being 
implemented in the 
Northeastern region is: 
Rs 580 crore for various 
schemes of the North 
Eastern Council, Rs 931 
crore under Central Pool 
of Resources for North-
east and Sikkim, Rs 674 
crore under other subsi-
dy payable including for 
North Eastern Region 
and Rs 1,700 crore for 
refund of Central and 
Integrated GST to In-
dustrial Units in North-
eastern region and Hima-
layan states.

Citizenship Bill: Students’ 
bodies condemn Prez remarks

Imphal, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Three major students’ 
bodies of Manipur have 
strongly condemned 
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind’s remark that the Cit-
izenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016 would help victims 
who suffered persecution 
to seek refugee in India.

The President’s re-
marks has caused wide-
spread condemnation, 
particularly among the 
students’ bodies, who 
have been camping in 
New Delhi to prevent the 
passing of the controver-
sial Bill by the Rajya Sabha.

All Manipur Students 
Union (AMSU), Mani-
pur Students Federation 
(MSF) and Democratic 
Students Alliance of Ma-
nipur (DESAM) on Friday 
maintained they will in-
tensify their agitation if 
the Bill is passed.

The controversial Bill, 
passed in the Lok Sabha 
on January 8, seeks to 

provide Indian citizen-
ship to non-Muslims 
from Bangladesh, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan af-
ter six years of residence 
in India instead of 12 
years, which is the 
norm currently, even 
if they do not possess 
any document.

Manjit Sarangthem, 
president of AMSU, said 
the students’ bodies 
have submitted a mem-
orandum to the prime 
minister and added that 
the President’s remarks 
was an indication of 
his support to the Bill 
which is against the 
wishes of the people of 
the North East region.

Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh has also sub-
mitted a memorandum 
to Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on the is-
sue recently.

Singh has been seek-
ing insertion of a clause 
to protect the indigenous 

population of the region 
in general and Manipur 
in particular.

Yesterday, Deputy 
Chief Minister Y Joyku-
mar Singh said that his 
party -- National People’s 
Party (NPP) -- will with-
draw its support to the 
BJP-led government if 
the Bill is passed in the 
Rajya Sabha.

Joykumar’s response 
came after a large num-
ber of women gathered 
at his Naoremthong 
residence in Imphal 
West district protesting 
against the Bill.

He further said that 
NPP president Conrad 
Sangma was seeking 
appointment with the 
President and Prime 
Minister to oppose 
passing of the Bill.

The NPP, which won 4 
seats in the last election, 
had extended support to 
the BJP-led coalition gov-
ernment in the state.

Interim budget has no value: Mamata
Kolkata, Feb 1 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
said Friday the interim 
budget for 2019-20 had 
absolutely no value as 
the term of the NDA gov-
ernment would end soon.

“Who will implement 
this (interim budget)? 
Will the new government 
that will come into being 
implement this budget? 
Before election a vote on 
account is placed,” Ba-
nerjee said.

The Trinamool Con-
gress chief said after 
the announcement of 
the poll by the Election 
Commission, the budget 

plans cannot be taken up.
Therefore, the an-

nouncements made in 
the interim budget have 
no value, she said.

“The BJP government 
does not have any moral 
right to place such (bud-
get) announcement.... 
Why did they not an-
nounce a single agenda 

for farmers in the last 
four years?” she said re-
ferring to the budget pro-
posals for farmers.

The chief minister 
alleged that the country 
was passing through an 
economic emergency af-
ter demonetisation and 
the hurried roll-out of the 
goods and services tax.

Mizoram govt bans 
import of pigs and piglets

AIZAWL, FEB 1 (PTI): 
Deputy Commissioners 
of all the eight districts 
in Mizoram have issued 
orders banning import 
of pigs and piglets from 
other countries in view 
of possible outbreak of 
the Porcine Reproductive 
and Respiratory Syndrome 
(PRRS), officials said Friday.

The orders were is-
sued as the dreaded 
PRRS outbreak always 
occurred from March to 
July, during a dry spell af-
ter pre-monsoon down-
pours, Animal Husband-

ry and Veterinary depart-
ment officials said.

According to the re-
cords of the Veterinary 
department, the PRRS 
had killed 3,806 swine 
in 2013, and 4,699 and 
2,574 pigs in 2016 and 
2018 respectively.

It was suspected that 
the PRRS outbreak was 
due to illegal and even 
legal import of pigs 
and piglets from Myan-
mar where there was 
reported prevalence of 
the porcine disease, the 
officials added.

161 witch-hunting deaths in 
Assam in 18 yrs: Minister to House
Guwahati, Feb 1 (PTI): 
At least 161 people were 
killed in “witch-hunting” 
and other superstitious 
practices over the past 
18 years in Assam, So-
cial Welfare Minister 
Pramila Rani Brahma 
told the Assembly Friday.

Cutting across party 
lines, the members of the 
House urged the govern-
ment to take urgent steps 
to generate awareness 
and support the victims of 
the social menace, which 
is still rampant in the state.

A total of 133 cases of 
witch-hunting have been 
registered across the state 
since 2001, Brahma said.

Witch-hunting is ram-
pant across 17 districts of 
the state, with Kokrajhar 
leading the tally with 
45 deaths, followed by 
Chirang with 24 deaths 
and Goalpara with 17 
deaths, she stated.

Tinsukia and Udalgu-
ri have seen 15 deaths 
each during this period, 
while Nagaon witnessed 
10 killings, Sonitpur 
eight and Karbi Anglong 
six, Brahma said.

Stressing the need for 
government support to 
the victims and their fam-
ilies, Congress MLA Durga 
Bhumij said that inhuman 
tortures are meted out to 
people as part of supersti-
tious practices.

“The existing laws 
are not stringent as one 
can get bail in 15-20 
days. Besides, the on-
going awareness cam-
paigns are not suffi-
cient and there should 
be budgetary provi-
sions in this regard,” 
the opposition party 
MLA said during the 
Question Hour.

Bhumij also alleged 

that the social welfare 
and home departments 
are not taking their re-
sponsibilities seriously.

BJP MLA Prasanta 
Phukan suggested that 
a mechanism should be 
developed to support 
the survivors and their 
immediatwe relatives, as 
most of them belong to 
the ‘Below Poverty Line’ 
(BPL) categories.

Sharing his views, AI-
UDF MLA Aminul Islam 
said the witch-hunting 
killings are nothing but 
a form of mob lynching, 
but there is no act to 
deal with such crimes 
in the state.”After the 
Dokmoka incident of 
Karbi Anglong, the 
chief minister had 
talked about introduc-
ing a law to tackle mob 
lynching, but that has 
not been done as yet. 
So, I request the govern-
ment to bring in a strin-
gent law against mob 
lynching,” he added.

Two men were 
lynched allegedly 
by local villagers in 
Dokmoka police sta-
tion area of Karbi An-
glong district in June last 
year on the suspicion of 
being “child lifters”.

The Assam Police, 
on September 1, filed an 
844-page chargesheet 
against as many as 48 ac-
cused in the case.

Bodoland Peo-
ple’s Front legislator 
Thaneswar Basumatary 
and Congress MLA Ka-
malakhya Dey Pur-
kayastha appealed to the 
members of the House to 
take initiatives in their 
respective constituen-
cies to create awareness 
groups and launch cam-
paigns to stop the men 

Govt to set up commission to 
protect cows, boost milk output

New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI): 
The government will set 
up a ‘Rashtriya Kamd-
henu Aayog’ (National 
Cow Commission) to 
boost cow milk produc-
tion and an effective 
implementation of laws 
and welfare schemes 
for cows, Finance Min-
ister Piyush Goyal an-
nounced Friday.

He also increased the 
allocation for centrally 
sponsored scheme Rash-
triya Gokul Mission to Rs 
750 crore for the current 
financial year from the 
Budget Estimate of Rs 
301.50 crore.

“The animal husband-
ry and fisheries sector 
also needs considerable 
support. I have increased 
the allocation for the 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission 
to Rs 750 crore in the 
current year itself ,” 
Goyal said presenting 
the Interim Budget 
for 2019-20.

The Aayog aims to 
upscale sustainable ge-
netic up-gradation of 
cow resources and to 
enhance production 
and productivity of 
cows, he said.

“The Aayog will also 
look after effective im-
plementation of  laws 
and welfare schemes 
for  cows,” the minis-
ter added.

The ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and 
Opposition Congress are 
competing in announc-
ing welfare measures to 
protect cow, considered 

to be a holy animal by 
Hindus in India.

The Central govern-
ment as well as the BJP-
ruled states, including 
Uttar Pradesh, has an-
nounced many schemes 
to protect cows. The 
Congress-ruled states, 
such as Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, have 
also providing funds to 
set up cow shelters.

Welcoming the set-
ting up of a cow commis-
sion, BJP National Presi-
dent Amit Shah said this 
would boost cow conser-
vation and productivity.

He also said icons 
like Mahatma Gandhi 
and Vinoba Bhave had 
recognised the animal’s 
significance to the Indian 
economy and society.  
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London, Feb 1 (AFP): Pe-
ter Crouch is back in the Pre-
mier League after the former 
England striker joined Burn-
ley from Stoke on Thursday. 
Crouch linked up with Sean 
Dyche’s side after Burnley 
agreed to swap Wales striker 
Sam Wolves for the 6ft 7in 
(201cm) former Liverpool 
and Tottenham star.

The 38-year-old has 
scored 108 goals in 462 
top-flight games through-
out his career.

He has joined Burn-
ley on a short-term 
deal until the end of the 
season, with manager 
Sean Dyche hoping the 
veteran can provide an 
extra boost in the battle 

against relegation.
Crouch has played 23 

times in the Champion-
ship this season, starting 
only twice and scoring 
once. He also scored 
against Shrewsbury in 
the FA Cup third round.

Only 23 players 
have scored more than 
Crouch’s 108 goals since 

the inception of the Pre-
mier League in 1992 -- he 
just needs four more to 
climb into the top 20.

“I still want to achieve 
things. I want to get more 
games in the Premier League 
and I would love to add to the 
100 Premier League goals,” 
Crouch said. “If I can add to 
that and get up the list that 
would be great as well, 
and hopefully that will all 
cumulate in Burnley mov-
ing forward.

“It’s a club that is 
stable in the Premier 
League now. We’ve got to 
make sure we stay there 
this year and build on 
that. “I know I can im-
pact games at this level. 
I scored goals last season 
in the Premier League 
and I know I will do the 
same again if given the 
opportunity this year.” 
Vokes, 29, who joined 
Burnley from Wolves 
in 2012, has signed a 
three-and-a-half-year 
deal with Stoke.

Sport&Specials

Former England forward 
Crouch joins Burnley

Catholic leaders in Texas name 286 accused of abusing minors
Dallas, Feb 1 (AP): Catholic leaders 
in Texas on Thursday identified 286 
priests and others accused of sexu-
ally abusing children, a number that 
represents one of the largest collec-
tions of names to be released since 
an explosive grand jury report last 
year in Pennsylvania.

Fourteen dioceses in Texas 
named those credibly accused 
of abuse.

The only diocese not to provide 
names, Fort Worth, did so more than 
a decade ago and then provided an 
updated accounting in October.

There are only a handful of states 
where every diocese has released 
names and most of them have only 
one or two Catholic districts.

Arkansas, for instance, is covered 
by the Diocese of Little Rock, which 
in September provided a prelimi-
nary list of 12 former priests, dea-
cons and others.

Oklahoma has two districts: The 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is 
scheduled to publicly identify ac-
cused priests on February 28 and 
the Diocese of Tulsa previously 
named two former priests accused 
of predatory behaviour.

The move by Texas church lead-
ers follows a shocking Pennsylvania 
report in August detailing seven de-
cades of child sexual abuse by more 
than 300 predator priests.

Furthermore, the Illinois attor-
ney general reported last month that 
at least 500 Catholic clergy in that 
state had sexually abused children.

In the months after that report, 
about 50 dioceses and religious 

provinces have released the names 
of nearly 1,250 priests and others 
accused of abuse.

Approximately 60 per cent of 
them have died.

About 30 other dioceses are 
investigating or have promised to 
release names of credibly accused 
priests in the coming months.

In Texas, the Diocese of Dallas 
and some others relied on retired 
police and federal investigators to 
review church files and other mate-
rial to substantiate claims of abuse.

It’s not clear whether any of the 
names released Thursday could re-
sult in local prosecutors bringing 
criminal charges.

The majority of those identified 

have since died.
Some investigations dated back 

to 1950 while other reviews, as in 
the case of the Diocese of Lubbock, 
only went to 1983 because that’s 
when that diocese was established.

“Our office stands ready to assist 
local law enforcement and any dis-
trict attorney’s office that asks for 
our help in dismantling this form of 
evil and removing the threat of those 
who threaten Texas children,” said 
Marc Rylander, spokesman for the 
Texas attorney general’s office.

“To date, we have not received 
any such requests, but we are ready 
to provide assistance to local prose-
cutors in accordance with state law 
and original criminal jurisdiction.”

The head of the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston, Cardinal Daniel 
N. DiNardo, also is president of the 
US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
and is expected to attend a Febru-
ary summit called by Pope Francis 
to sensitise church leaders around 
the globe to the pain of victims, in-
struct them how to investigate cas-
es and develop general protocols 
for church hierarchy to use.

DiNardo said in a statement 
Thursday that, “The Bishops of Texas 
have decided to release the names of 
these priests at this time because it 
is right and just and to offer healing 
and hope to those who have suffered.

On behalf of all who have failed in 
this regard, I offer my sincerest apol-

ogy. Our church has been lacerated 
by this wound and we must take ac-
tion to heal it.”

In a statement released with the 
report of the San Antonio archdio-
cese, which had the longest list of 
names among Texas dioceses with 
56 dating to 1940, Archbishop Gus-
tavo Garcia-Siller said the abuse al-
legations and the mishandling of 
some by bishops “are tearing the 
church apart Although the release 
of the report “brings tension and 
pain,” the archbishop said he was 
“filled with serenity and peace” by 
the disclosures.

Victim advocates and those who 
have been tracking clergy abuse for 
decades have said the church has 
a bad record of policing itself and 
law enforcement investigations 
into church records of allegations 
are the only way to ensure real 
transparency.

They argue that there is no uni-
form definition of credibly accused 
priests and dioceses use different 
standards when deciding what 
names to release.

For example, the San Antonio 
archdiocese examined decades of 
allegations made against clergy 
and religious order priests dating 
back decades.

The Diocese of Laredo released 
no names after its bishop said staff 
had examined its records back to 
2000 when the diocese was creat-
ed shortly before new stricter stan-
dards for handling abuse allegations 
were instituted across the church 
and found no credible allegations.

Good writing teaches us to 
ask questions: Ben Okri

MErAj BhAT
New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Ben Okri’s intense eyes 
mirror the mood in his 
novels, but his speech is 
a far cry from the philo-
sophical insights that im-
pregnate his oeuvre.

The Nigerian Book-
er Prize winning nov-
elist, poet, essayist and 
short story writer speaks 
straight from the shoul-
der and puts on no airs.

Inarguably one of 
the greatest living au-
thors, Okri, 59, believes 
good writers are those 
who deal with what is 
hidden and unravel the 
“underlying structures” 
of the societies.

“Writing is difficult 
if you are doing well. It 
is a challenge if you are 
doing it really well and 
if you are doing it badly, 
it is not a challenge,” he 
told PTI in an interview.

Okri won the Book-
er Prize for his novel 
The Famished Road’ 
in 1991, becoming the 
only black African writ-
er to receive the presti-
gious literary award.

Considered one of the 
foremost African authors 
in the post-modern and 
post-colonial traditions, 
he has often been com-
pared with writers such 
as Salman Rushdie and 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

His new book ‘The 
Freedom Artist’ has been 
called Okri’s “most sig-
nificant novel since ‘The 
Famished Road’. He has 
described it as a “fist of 
light against a wall of 
darkness”.

“Literature helps us 
to understand the un-
derlying structures of the 

societies, the underlying 
psychology and spirits 
of a people. Good writ-
ers bring it out, they also 
deal with what is hidden. 
They give it a voice, a 
shape,” Okri said.

“Also, really good 
writing teaches us to ask 
questions. And part of 
the problem of our times 
is that we have not been 
asking enough crucial 
questions. Good writing 
also teaches us to see 
clearly, not what we want 
to see but to see what is 
there,” he said.

Okri, who also won 
the 1987 Commonwealth 
Writers Prize for Africa 
Region for his short story 
volume “Incidents at the 
Shrine”, said it was im-
portant to read the best 
works of good writers to 
know them intimately.

“When you read writ-
ers’ works you get to 
know them in a strange 
sort of way. What you 
know of them is the most 
secret, most intimate 
and most mysterious in-
side of them. The best 
part of good writers is 
in their work. To really 
know a writer is to read 
his work. Their deepest 
DNA, the signature of 
their spirit is in their best 
work,” he said.

Talking about his 
Booker Prize win, Okri 
said the coveted prize 
had transformed his life.

“Before, I had a very 
small but loyal follow-
ing. I had a deep con-
centrated status and I 
was always on the edges 
of poverty, but with the 
Booker Prize my reader-
ship exploded overnight. 
It has opened up life to 

me in an extraordinary 
way, also it has put more 
pressure on my writing, 
forced me to grow very 
fast as a writer and in-
tensified my evolution,” 
he said. The acclaimed 
writer said unlike before 
when hardly anyone paid 
attention to his work, ev-
eryone started noticing 
what he wrote after win-
ning the prize.

“The judgement was 
more intense. The critics 
are slightly kinder to you 
after you have won the 
Booker. Mostly because 
they would like to have 
won it themselves,” Okri 
said. “I felt the burden of 
expectation immediately 
after winning it, but that 
was more than 25 years 
ago. Now I don’t feel the 
burden anymore. I feel 
the pleasure of expecta-
tion,” he said.

While his poetry and 
nonfiction have a more 
overt political tone, 
Okri’s short fiction has 
been described as more 
realistic and less fantas-
tic than his novels.

“Poetry is most nat-
ural to me and because 
of that the most difficult. 
You have to be very care-
ful about what is natural 
to you. You have to bring 
more craft and more con-
sciousness to it, but in 
terms of the form, short 
story is very very diffi-
cult, he said.

A Fellow of the Roy-
al Society of Literature, 
Okri has served on the 
board of the Royal Na-
tional Theatre and as 
vice president of the 
PEN International En-
glish Centre. He lives 
in London.

Indian women walloped by 
New Zealand in dead rubber

hamilton, Feb 1 (PTI): Having 
already sealed the series, the In-
dian women’s cricket team put up 
an ordinary effort with the bat to 
go down by eight wickets against 
New Zealand in the third and final 
ODI here on Friday.

Captain Mithali Raj, playing a re-
cord 200th ODI on Friday, had spo-
ken about the importance of a clean 
sweep going into the game but her 
team could muster only 149 after 
being put in to bat. The White Ferns 
chased down the target in 29.2 overs 
to register a morale-boosting win.

Deepti Sharma, batting at num-
ber three, was the only one to 
make a significant contribution for 
India, top-scoring with 52 off 90 
balls. India collapsed to 149 all out 
in 44 overs after being at 117 for 
four in the 35th over.

“I am happy with the first series 
win in New Zealand. I am happy 
that youngsters like Deepti (Shar-
ma) and Jemimah (Rodrigues) got 
runs. We definitely wanted to try a 
few things. The bowlers have done 
well through the tournament. But 

today we didn’t get enough runs,” 
Mithali said in the post-match pre-
sentation. The venue proved to be 
a testing one for both of India’s 
men and women’s teams. Having 
sealed the series 3-0, the Rohit 
Sharma-led side too suffered a 
heavy loss on Thursday after being 
bundled out for 92. The ball swung 
and seamed consistently for the 
first time in the series, troubling 
the highly-rated Indian batting.

However, off-spinner Anna Peter-
son did the maximum damage in the 
women’s fixture on Friday, taking four 
wickets for 28 runs in 10 overs. Pac-
er Lea Tahuhu chipped in with three 
wickets and conceded just 26 runs 
in nine overs. “We talked a lot about 
pride and just wanted to bounce back. 
Really glad that we did. But probably 
took us a little bit too long,” said White 
Ferns captain Amy Satterthwaite.

Considering opener Smriti 
Mandhana’s match-winning per-
formances in the previous two out-
ings, the Indian middle-order did 
not need to do much. Such was the 
visitors’ dominance that star bats-

woman Harmanpreet Kaur did not 
get to bat. On Friday, she did and 
made 24 off 40 balls before an un-
successful charge down the wickets 
off Peterson led to her downfall. The 
in-form Mandhana attempted a big 
one against the spin of Peterson to 
only end up being caught by Sophie 
Devine. Her opening partner Jemi-
mah too did not do much, leaving 
India at 13 for two in the fifth over.

“I would have been really happy 
to get some more runs. The first two 
games were very satisfying, I was hap-
py that I could score the winning runs. 
It’s a lot of hard work yet to be done. I 
have to score more, win more match-
es to be tagged the best in the world,” 
said Mandhana reflecting on her per-
formance. A solid knock was expected 
from Mithali on her 200th ODI but she 
ended up with nine off 28 balls.

New Zealand chased down the 
target with ease with veteran Susie 
Bates (57) and Satterthwaite (66 
not out) scoring fine half centuries.

Mandhana was awarded player 
of the series for 105 and 90 in the 
first two games. 

Chennaiyin 
FC signs 
Australian 
midfielder 
Christopher 
Herd
Chennai, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Chennaiyin FC Friday 
announced signing of 
29-year-old Australian 
midfielder Christopher 
Herd till the end of the 
current ISL season. Herd 
can play across the line in 
defence and in midfield 
and joins CFC after a re-
cent spell with Thai top di-
vision side Buriram Unit-
ed, a release here said.

He has featured for 
Aston Villa in the English 
Premier League and was 
part of the Australia squad 
that lifted the AFC Asian 
Cup trophy in 2015. Herd 
will be eligible for selec-
tion for Chennaiyin FC’s 
match against FC Pune 
City here Saturday.

“Chennaiyin FC is a 
new challenge for me 
and one I am genuinely 
excited about.

I am looking forward 
to help the club pick up 
as many points as pos-
sible in the remainder 
of the ISL campaign and 
of course there are two 
cup competitions to look 
forward to after that,” an 
upbeat Herd said on ar-
riving in Chennai.

CFC coach John Grego-
ry said Herd would bring 
in a lot of quality and ex-
perience to the squad.

Volleyball 
league to 
kick off from 
Saturday
Kochi, Feb 1 (PTI): The 
stage is set for the inau-
gural edition of the RuPay 
Pro Volleyball League 
aimed at giving a boost to 
the sport in the country, be-
ginning with the first leg here 
Saturday. Six teams will bat-
tle it out for top honours in 
the tournament, to be played 
here and in Chennai.

The first 12 match-
es will be held in Kochi 
while six matches includ-
ing the semi-finals and 
final will be held in Chen-
nai. The final will be on 
February 22.

According to Kochi 
Blue Spikers captain, Mo-
han Ukkrapandian the 
league would provide 
a platform for Indian 
players to compete with 
the best from across the 
world. “The league is a 
much-needed boost as 
it gives us a platform to 
compete with the best in 
the world. I really hope the 
fans take to the league in a 
fitting manner,” he said.

The tournament will 
kick off with a match be-
tween Kochi Blue Spikers 
and U Mumba Volley at 
the Rajiv Gandhi Indoor 
Stadium here.

U Mumba Volley skip-
per Dipesh Sinha was up-
beat about the league and 
said it provides an opportu-
nity for young players in the 
country to rub shoulders 
with the best from various 
countries. The presence of 
foreign stars including Da-
vid Lee, a former Olympic 
gold medallist, Novica Bjel-
ica (Ahmedabad Defend-
ers), Paul Lotman (Calicut 
Heroes) and Rudy Verhoeff 
(Chennai Spartans), among 
others, is expected to add to 
the league’s appeal.

To make the game fast-
er and spectator-friendly, 
the round-robin matches 
will have five sets and the 
first to reach 15 points 
shall win the set. The win-
ning team will be award-
ed 2 points.  
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Mourners honour one of last S 
Korean WWII ‘comfort women’

Seoul, Feb 1 (AFP): Kim 
Bok-dong, who became a 
figurehead for the suffer-
ing endured by South Ko-
rean “comfort women” 
sexually enslaved by oc-
cupying Japanese forc-
es in the Second World 
War, will be laid to rest 
on Friday.

The 92-year-old was 
a symbolic figure for 
weekly rallies in front 
of the Japanese em-
bassy that started in 
1992, demanding a full, 
heartfelt apology from 
Tokyo for the horrific 
wartime abuse.

Kim, who died Mon-
day of cancer, was only 
14 when the Japanese 
military knocked on her 
parents’ door and req-
uisitioned her for what 
they said was wartime 
work in a factory.

Instead, she found 
herself on the battlefield 
in a brothel where sol-
diers had sex with her 
from morning until eve-
ning, every day for years 
-- one of tens of thou-
sands of girls used as so-
called comfort women by 
the Japanese military.

“It was sexual slavery, 
there’s no other word for 
it,” Kim told AFP in 2013.

Hundreds gathered 
near the Japanese em-
bassy on Friday, the cul-
mination of a five-day 
commemoration of Kim, 
during which thousands 
visited the memorial altar 
set up at a Seoul hospital 
to pay their respects.

Among the visitors to 

the altar was President 
Moon Jae-in, who said 
in January Tokyo should 
take a “more humble” at-
titude to history.

Kim was one of as 
many as 200,000 wom-
en -- many Korean but 
there were victims from 
other parts of Asia too 
-- abused by Japanese 
soldiers, and the emo-
tive issue has marred the 
relationship between 
South Korea and its for-
mer colonial ruler Japan 
for decades.

Japan occupied the 
Korean peninsula from 
1910 until its defeat at 
the end of World War II 
in 1945.

But it was not until 
the early 1990s that the 

issue of comfort women 
came into the spotlight with 
the growth of the women’s 
rights movement in South 
Korea, and Kim was one of 
only a handful of survivors 
who ensured their abuse 
was not forgotten In 1993, 
Japan issued a formal apol-
ogy but some politicians 
since then -- including 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe -- have backtracked 
and caused outrage by 
questioning whether the 
girls were really forced 
into prostitution.

In 2007, Abe trig-
gered a region-wide up-
roar when he said there 
was no evidence that Ja-
pan directly forced wom-
en to work as sex slaves.

Mourners Friday 

followed the vehicle 
carrying Kim’s remains 
through the streets of 
Seoul with paper cut-
outs of yellow butterflies, 
symbols of sexual slavery 
victims, in their hands.

The car stopped near 
the Japanese embassy.

“I feel thankful for 
others who have come to 
join in remembrance of 
her life,” said Jo Gyu-suk, 
a 39-year-old woman.

Japan says all com-
pensation issues related 
to its colonial rule of the 
Korean peninsula were 
settled by the 1965 deal 
that saw Tokyo and Seoul 
restore diplomatic ties 
and included a repara-
tion package of about 
USD 800 million in grants 

and cheap loans. When 
Kim finally returned 
home after her wartime or-
deal, she initially lied to her 
family about what had hap-
pened. But she could not 
face marriage after what 
she had been through.

“I was born a wom-
an but I never lived as a 
woman,” she says. Faced 
with her mother’s insis-
tence that she marry, she 
eventually broke down 
and confessed what she 
had been through.

Kim says her mother 
never recovered and lat-
er died from the shock.

Kim herself never 
married or had children, 
and became the owner 
of a fish restaurant in the 
bustling city of Busan.

Iran welcomes new EU 
trade entity as ‘first step’ 

Resolution introduced in US Congress 
to grant asylum to Aasia Bibi

Washington, Feb 1 
(PTI): A US lawmaker 
has introduced a resolu-
tion in the House of Rep-
resentatives to grant asy-
lum to Pakistani woman 
Aasia Bibi, who was ac-
quitted by the Supreme 
Court in a blasphemy 
case, claiming she was 
“persecuted” in the Mus-
lim-majority country for 
being a Christian.

A three-member Su-
preme Court bench threw 
out a petition seeking to 
review the apex court’s 
decision to acquit 47-year-
old Bibi on Tuesday.

Bibi, a mother of four, 
was arrested in 2009 for 
allegedly using derogato-
ry words during a quar-
rel with Muslim women 
while working on a farm 
in Punjab province.

Bibi was convicted in 
2010 by the trial court 
and her death sentence 
was maintained by the 
Lahore High Court in 
2014. The apex court 
overturned her convic-
tion last year, sparking 
days of violent demon-
strations led by hardline 

Islamist parties.
“Aasia Bibi has been 

persecuted, jailed and 
threatened for doing 
nothing more than be-
ing a Christian in Paki-
stan,” Congressman Ken 
Calvert said.

The recent decision 
by Pakistan’s top court 
to overturn Bibi’s death 
sentence and free her 
from jail is obviously 
welcome news, the law-
maker said.

“However, Asia con-
tinues to be in danger 
and is the subject of 
incendiary rhetoric by 
radical Islamist leaders. 
That’s why it’s essential 
for Congress and other 
defenders of religious 
freedom to stand up and 
protect her,” Calvert said.

Recognising the im-
portance of granting 
asylum to those with 
legitimate claims of per-
secution for their reli-
gion, race, nationality, 
membership in a social 
group, or political belief; 
the resolution supports 
granting asylum in the 
United States to Aasia 

Bibi and her immediate 
family. Pakistani media 
reports on Thursday 
said Bibi may leave the 
country shortly as there 
are threats to her life. 
Her two daughter had al-
ready shifted to Canada.

Pakistan said on 
Thursday that Bibi was 
a free citizen and has 
the right to travel any-
where inside the coun-
try or abroad. Bibi’s case 
gained prominence when 
former governor of Paki-
stan’s Punjab province 
Salman Taseer was killed 
in 2011 for supporting 
her and criticising the 
blasphemy laws.

A month after Taseer 
was killed, Pakistan’s 
religious minorities 
minister Shahbaz Bhat-
ti, a Christian who 
spoke out against the 
blasphemy law, was 
shot dead in Islamabad.

The blasphemy laws 
were promulgated by 
former military dicta-
tor Ziaul Haq in 1980s. 
A person convicted un-
der these laws is given 
death sentence.

Tehran, Jan 31 (AFP): 
Tehran on Thursday cau-
tiously welcomed as a 
“first step” the expected 
launch of an EU trade 
entity aimed at saving 
Iran’s nuclear deal by by-
passing US sanctions.

The special payment 
mechanism “is the first 
step within the set of 
commitments the Euro-
peans have made to Iran 
which I hope will be fully 
implemented and not be 
incomplete”, said deputy 
foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi, according to 
state news agency IRNA.

The formal an-
nouncement of the new 
payment vehicle is ex-
pected to be made on 
Thursday afternoon by 
the German, French and 
British foreign ministers 
in Bucharest.

The entity, registered 
in France with German 
governance and finance 
from all three countries, 
will allow Iran to trade 
with EU companies de-
spite Washington re-
imposing US sanctions 
after President Donald 
Trump pulled out of the 
2015 accord.

The three countries 
are the European parties 
to the landmark deal that 
curbed Tehran’s nuclear 
ambitions in return for 
sanctions relief.

The new European 
scheme called INSTEX 
-- short for Instrument in 
Support of Trade Exchang-
es -- was originally intend-
ed to allow Iran to sell oil to 
the EU on a barter basis.

But, with Europe cur-
rently buying very little 
Iranian crude, it is now 

aimed at small- and me-
dium-sized companies.

Iran is hoping that IN-
STEX will allow the Euro-
peans to meet Tehran’s 
trade demands and keep 
the nuclear deal afloat.

“This entity has been 
in principle designed for 
sanctioned goods,” Ara-
ghchi said.

He denied claims by 
some in Iran that sanc-
tioned goods would not 
be traded by INSTEX.

“Some have said 
that this entity has been 
designed for non-sanc-
tioned goods such as 
food, etc. It is possible 
that the beginning of 
activities might be with 
these goods until a mech-
anism for payments 
takes form,” he said.

“But in principle this 
entity would (only) be 

useful for sanctioned 
goods and the objective 
of the entity is for sanc-
tioned goods,” Araghchi 
added. Earlier on Thursday, 
the editor-in-chief of the 
conservative Javan daily, 
panned INSTEX as an “oil 
for food” programme and 
warned the government 
not to “try to deceive the 
people and take credit”.

But Heshamtollah 
Falahatpisheh, a prom-
inent MP and head of 
parliament’s influential 
national security and for-
eign policy commission, 
hailed the entity.

“The registration of 
the financial channel be-
tween Iran and Europe is 
a great victory,” he said.

It “strengthens the 
Islamic republic of 
Iran’s clout in interna-
tional politics”.

Sri Lanka to borrow USD one billion 
from China for highway project

Beijing, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka, which last year 
handed over a strategic 
port to a Chinese firm for 
a 99-year lease as a debt 
swap, will soon sign a USD 
1 billion consessional loan 
agreement with Beijing 
to fund a major highway 
project linking Colombo 
to the hill resort of Kandy.

The construction of 
the first phase of the road 
linking Colombo with 
Kandy had been delayed 
for more than two years 
due to a lack of funding.

Sri Lankan Ambassa-
dor to China Karunasena 
Kodituwakku, was quoted 
by the official media here 
on Friday as saying that 
the USD one billion will be 
used for the first stage of 
the central highway.

The second stage will 
be financed by Sri Lank-
an consortiums and the 
third by Japanese loans.

Earlier, the chief of Sri 
Lanka’s central bank said 
the country will receive a 
sovereign loan of USD one 
billion from the Bank of 
China in the first quarter 
of this year, and it will be 
used to meet repayments 

in the coming months. Ko-
dituwakku did not confirm 
if it was the same loan and 
whether it is linked with the 
USD one billion loan from 
the Export-Import Bank of 
China, the state-run Global 
Times reported.

The envoy thanked 
China which he said had 
provided assistance to 
Sri Lanka in both long-
term project loans and 
day-to-day needs. Kodi-
tuwakku also revealed 
that the country was ne-
gotiating with the China 
Development Bank for 
short-term loans.

Playing down the al-
legations that China’s 
financial assistance to 
Sri Lanka has led it into 
a debt trap, he said, “We 
don’t agree with that. 
China never forced us 
to take a loan. If there is 
something wrong with 
the loans we have taken, 
it’s our responsibility. It’s 
not fair to blame China or 
another country, saying 
Sri Lanka is a victim”.

According to reports, 
Sri Lanka owed USD eight 
billion debt to China. The 
envoy said though Colom-

bo has borrowed from 
many countries, including 
India and Japan, as well as 
multilateral organisations, 
it is not heavily indebted.

“This year Sri Lanka 
has to settle nearly USD 
4 billion, and the country 
has more than USD 8 bil-
lion in reserves. But we 
cannot use all that mon-
ey just to pay back. We 
have to keep a minimum 
balance,” he said.

Sri Lanka is in talks 
with China on a free 
trade agreement. “They 
have reached consensus 
on many issues, but (the 
agreement) isn’t final-
ised,” the Ambassador 
said, adding “We hope 
this year will be the criti-
cal year to finalise it.”

He said the Colom-
bo port is a very crucial 
transit port serving In-
dia. India’s strong econo-
my will prop up the port 
as a successful entity.

Sri Lanka last year 
granted a 99-year lease 
on Hambantota port to 
a Chinese firm over its 
inability to repay loans 
to Beijing for the USD 1.4 
billion project. 

Sri Lanka to 
borrow USD 
one billion 
from China for 
highway project
Beijing, Feb 1 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka, which last year 
handed over a strategic 
port to a Chinese firm for 
a 99-year lease as a debt 
swap, will soon sign a USD 
1 billion consessional loan 
agreement with Beijing 
to fund a major highway 
project linking Colombo 
to the hill resort of Kandy.

The construction of 
the first phase of the road 
linking Colombo with 
Kandy had been delayed 
for more than two years 
due to a lack of funding.

Sri Lankan Ambassa-
dor to China Karunasena 
Kodituwakku, was quoted 
by the official media here 
on Friday as saying that 
the USD one billion will 
be used for the first stage 
of the central highway. 
The second stage will be 
financed by Sri Lankan 
consortiums and the third 
by Japanese loans.

Earlier, the chief of Sri 
Lanka’s central bank said 
the country will receive a 
sovereign loan of USD one 
billion from the Bank of 
China in the first quarter 
of this year, and it will be 
used to meet repayments 
in the coming months.

Kodituwakku did 
not confirm if it was the 
same loan and whether 
it is linked with the USD 
one billion loan from 
the Export-Import Bank 
of China, the state-run 
Global Times reported.

The envoy thanked 
China which he said had 
provided assistance to Sri 
Lanka in both long-term 
project loans and day-to-
day needs. Kodituwakku 
also revealed that the coun-
try was negotiating with 
the China Development 
Bank for short-term loans. 
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ARIES: Don’t back down, Aries! Chal-
lenges may come at you from left, right and 
center, but without adversity, there’s no in-
centive to grow. Today, two intense planets 
are duking it out in the ring. Warrior Mars 
is forming an aggressive angle to old-school 
Pluto. Where do you need to shake up the 
status quo, especially when it comes to your 
career or leadership style?  
TAURUS: Shortcuts may seem like time-
savers, Taurus, but this is not the day to cut 
corners. With quick-fire Mars in your en-
chanting twelfth house, it’s tempting to try 
pulling a fast one or doing something naugh-
ty for the sheer thrill of it. But potent, spiri-
tual Pluto in your house of truth will square 
Mars, activating your conscience.  
GEMINI: Your social-chameleon skills 
aren’t working so well today, Gemini, and 
it’s going to be tough to tap into your sense 
of diplomacy. With combative Mars in your 
eleventh house of groups, you could find 
yourself at odds with even the most familiar 
faces. To make matters more intense, Pluto 
will form a tangled angle, activating your 

psychic sensors. Something feels off, and 
you’re wise to investigate.  
CANCER: You do an artful job of balanc-
ing your romantic and professional lives, 
Cancer, but today’s square between Pluto 
in your relationship house and combustible 
Mars in your career sector could leave you 
stretched thinner than an Alexander Wang T. 
Here’s surprising news: You will strike the 
perfect balance, not by rushing in as the nur-
turing caretaker, but rather by putting your 
own needs first.  
LEO: YToday’s stressful square between 
Pluto in your health sector and restless Mars 
sends up a warning: Giving till it hurts can 
be hazardous to your health. You’ll wind up 
exhausted, depleted and susceptible to those 
seasonal colds. This breakdown could be a 
blessing in disguise, however, illuminating 
your need for support.  
VIRGO: Pump the brakes, Virgo. With 
frenetic Mars and histrionic Pluto in a tan-
gled angle, you may feel so wired today that 
you’re on a collision course with, well, ev-
erything. Cut back on the caffeine and slow 

down when you’re talking, texting or typing 
out a lengthy email with the subject line, 
“My Thoughts.”.  
LIBRA: Power struggles could flare up today 
as combative Mars soldiers through your rela-
tionship sector and squares ultrasensitive Pluto. 
Seeing situations for what they truly are will 
NOT be easy. Have you been playing score-
keeper with your loved ones? Take a look at 
your need for everything to be split 50/50. .   
SCORPIO: Don’t be so quick to cry for 
help today, Scorpio, or to turn every mishap 
into a Bollywood production. With a dra-
matic clash between Pluto and combustible 
Mars, you could have a crisis of confidence 
today. If you ask for assistance at every junc-
ture, you’ll wear people out and they’ll be 
less likely to step up when you really DO 
need support. Underneath it all, you may 
simply be afraid to make a mistake. Lighten 
up the pressure on yourself and show some 
appreciation for your own learning curve! 
SAGITTARIUS: Whether it’s the Joneses 
or the Kardashians that you’re trying to keep 
up with, comparing yourself to other people 

is a losing game. You either wind up either 
feeling righteously superior (and running the 
risk of developing false confidence) or like 
you can never measure up. With Mars aggra-
vating your fame zone—and squaring Pluto 
in your house of self-worth, your ego is not 
your amigo today. Quell your competitive 
spirit and let yourself be inspired by other 
people’s achievements!    
CAPRICORN: It’s natural to want acceptance 
from the general public, but are you trying to 
please people at your own expense? Today, as 
soulful Pluto in Capricorn butts heads with ren-
egade Mars in your traditional fourth house, a 
little shock value could go a long way. Let your-
self break from convention, whether that means 
expressing an opinion that’s divergent from the 
herd or making a bold style statement. If fami-
ly and friends have been a little too involved in 
helping you make personal choices, close the 
opinion polls and spend time ruminating on 
what would make YOU happy.    
AQUARIUS:  With a nod to the Bard, this is 
the day to “mend your speech a little, lest it 
may mar your fortune.” Thanks to a provoca-

tive connection between combustible Mars in 
your communication sector and secret-guard-
ian Pluto in your zone of unconscious thought, 
Freudian slippage is likely to occur. Watch out 
for unintended negative comments, Aquarius, 
or statements that could be misconstrued. For 
everyone’s protection, log off your Twitter 
account before you thumb type anything you 
might regret. This doesn’t mean ignoring your 
heated sentiments—there is wisdom there.   
PISCES: There’s a popular belief in self-help 
circles that you are the sum of the five people 
you hang out with most. As energizer Mars 
clashes with intimate Pluto, assess your clos-
est connections. Do the people who hold the 
BFF titles build you up or drag you down? 
Can you be your full-bodied self around 
them, or do you find yourself shape-shift-
ing to fit in? These are all questions worth 
asking during today’s transformational plan-
etary lineup. If you see the need to make 
some upgrades, you’ll have support from the 
stars. Sometimes it takes tension to force a 
change, so if you’re feeling some stress, don’t 
sweep it under the rug. 

NATURAL BEAUTIES!   The TV host, gymnast and 
actress - Busy Philipps, Aly Raisman & Jameela Jamil - 
reunite at the Aerie ‘Changing the Course’ dinner after all 
appearing unretouched in Aerie’s newest campaign.

Don’t think the kind of superstardom Khans saw 
will ever come back again, says Rajkummar Rao

Komal Panchamatia
Mumbai, Feb 1 (PTI): Rajkummar Rao 
may have emerged as a major box office 
draw at the box office but the actor does 
not believe he is anywhere near the su-
per stardom that the three Khans have 
in Bollywood.

There is a great churning in Bollywood 
with content driven films outperforming 
and outclassing those headlined the likes 
of Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan and 
Aamir Khan.

Rajkummar, who is the considered one 
of the faces of this new breed of cinema, 
however, says it would not be right to com-
pare his stardom with that of the Khans.

“I don’t think we can compare su-
perstars and actors like me. The kind of 
films Aamir sir, Shah Rukh sir and Sal-
man sir have done are amazing. You can’t 
say they are not good just because one of 
their films did not work.

“They are superstars for some reason 
and we all love them. I am myself a fan of 
Khans. We should not compare. We are 

very new and we have a long way to prove 
ourselves. I don’t think the kind of super-
stardom that these superstars have seen 

will ever come back again,” Raj-
kummar told PTI.

The actor believes the mass 
hysteria and mania around their 
superstardom is something that 
all actors yearn for but it just can-
not be replicated.

“I want all our films to do well 
at the box office. But the craze 
that they have seen is something I 
don’t think is going to comeback. 
It is very tough. People love these 
actors, the way people react, 
shout, hug, cry... The phenome-
non is huge.”

The 34-year-old actor, whose 
filmography includes gems like 
“Newton”, “Trapped”, “Bareilly Ki 
Barfi” and “Stree”, among others, 
rules himself out of the conten-
tion of being the next big Bolly-
wood superstar.

“I am very happy doing what I 
am doing and if it takes me there, 
good. But let me tell you I am hap-
py in this space.”

The actor had five releases in 
2018 but it was Amar Kaushik’s 
“Stree” that did the wonders 
for Rajkummar at the box of-
fice. He also starred in critical-
ly-acclaimed films “Omerta” and 
“Love Sonia”.

“Audience loved 
these stories more than 
anything else. Today 
people are more con-
cerned about the con-
tent they are seeing. I 
always try to offer new 
things. Since my de-
but film ‘Love Sex Aur 
Dhokha’, I am trying to 
experiment and push 
boundaries as an actor. 
I am happy people are 
accepting that. It is a 
feeling of validation as 
these are the kind of 
films I was doing ear-
lier and today they are 
doing great numbers.”

Despite his recent 
success, the actor still reads all his 
scripts. He says yes to a project only if he 
feels the story is good.

“I do get a lot of scripts, I don’t want 

to give a number, I can’t brag. I get all 
kinds of scripts from weird to some real-

ly interesting ones as well. I have a num-
ber of films to choose from.

“I read all my scripts and I don’t let 
other people decide. I believe an ac-
tor should invest their time in reading 
scripts carefully and understanding it. 
Also, there are filmmakers with whom I 
wanted to work and now I am getting the 
opportunity to do so.”

Up next for the actor is “Ek Lad-
ki Ko Dekha Toh Aisa Laga”, where he 
reunites with Anil Kapoor and co-stars 
Sonam Kapoor.

About the film, Rajkummar says, 
“More than the role, the story was 
unique, so I did the film. It talks about 
things that are relevant in our society. I 
liked the role as well. It is the story that 
I look at first and then comes my role.”

The film offers yet another take on 
LGBTQ issues, something which Raj-
kummar previously dealt with in Hansal 
Mehta’s “Aligarh”. He believes that while 
“Aligarh” was a biopic on Aligarh Muslim 

University profes-
sor Ramachandra 
Siras, “Ek Ladki..” is 
a commercial proj-
ect and an enter-
taining film.

“This film (‘Ek 
Ladki..’) is more 
about acceptance. 
This is a family 
film, relationship 
drama, it is about 
friendship, love. I 
believe there has 
to be equality, you 
can’t judge some-
one based on sex-
ual preference. It is 
their life and who 
they want as their 
partners, it is a 
normal thing,” he 
adds.

He has interest-
ing blend of films 
up for release this 
year - “Mental Hai 
Kya” with Kangana 
Ranaut and “Made 

in China”. He has also signed a film with 
Anurag Basu and Hansal Mehta.

‘I was a Sari’ wins first Circular Design 
challenge at LFW Summer/ Resort 2019
Mumbai, Feb 1 (PTI): Stefano Furari and Poornima Pande’s ‘I 
was a Sari’ project won the first Circular Design Challenge at 
the Lakme Fashion Week Summer/Resort 2019 here.

Furari and Pande will receive cash prize of Rs 20 lakh and an op-
portunity to present their collection at the upcoming Lakme Fashion 
Week Winter Festive 2019 as part of the award. The award, launched 
in August at the Winter Festive 2018 edition of LFW in a collabora-
tion between Reliance Industries Ltd’s (RIL) R Elan Fashion for 
Earth’ initiative, Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) and the United Na-
tions (UN) in India, aims at promoting sustainable fashion. It re-
ceived 900 entries from over 30 cities in India and in November 
last year, a shortlist of eight designers was announced who presented 
their collection on Thursday at the ongoing LFW Summer/Resort edi-
tion. The jury included designer Rahul Mishra, Country Head, UN Envi-
ronment India, Atul Bagai and actor Neha Dhupia among others.

‘I was a Sari’, an eco-ethical lifestyle fashion brand, works 
with the underprivileged community of women in Mumbai.

“After this win, we want to increase the reach of our brand. 
I think there are a lot of people who are seeking out stuff like 
ours. So we want to invest a big portion of our prize money in 
digital marketing. Probably in the future we will have a dedi-
cated design team. Right now we only collaborate with other 
designers and brands,” Poornima told PTI. “We are in fashion 
by chance. The reason we are here because we believe in so-
cial inclusion and women empowerment and these two will 
always be the main pillars of ‘I was a Sari’,” Stefano added. 


