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Mangan residents flag landslide threat

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 01 Jun:

Residents of Mangan 
Bazaar have urged the 

government to take im-

mediate action to protect 
the area near Raffong 
Khola including Old Man-
gan Bazaar. The area is 
landslide prone and the 

continuous rainfall has 
worsened the condition 
of the area as well as the 
road towards DAC and 
Mangan Senior Secondary 

school road above Mangan 
public ground. As per re-
ports, Malling ward under 
Tingchim Nampatam GPU 
is also in danger.

Delay congratulates SKM 
on first anniv in Govt, 
advises it to confer more

Southwest monsoon 
hits Kerala

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI): The southwest mon-
soon has made an onset over Kerala, marking 
the commencement of the four-month long 
rainfall season, the India Meteorological De-
partment said on Monday.

“The southwest monsoon has made an on-
set over Kerala,” IMD director general Mrutyun-
jay Mohapatra said.

The four-month monsoon season from June 
to September accounts for 75 per cent of rain-
fall in the country.

Private forecaster Skymet Weather on May 
30 had declared arrival of monsoon, but the 
IMD had differed, saying conditions were not 
ripe then for such an announcement.

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 01 Jun: 

Sikkim National People’s Party president, De-
lay Namgyal Barfungpa, congratulated the 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha on completing one 
year in government. He, however, tempered his 
congratulations with the observation that SKM 
has not been able to work to the desired level 
owing to a rash of situations which distracted 
it from the work of the people – issues like the 
byelections, political developments and now 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Addressing a press conference here to-
day, Mr Barfungpa highlighted that the peo-
ple of Sikkim chose SKM to govern and that 
one needs to be patient and give it time to 
work properly. 

“We gave 25 years to Sikkim Democratic 
Front and SKM has been in office only for one 
year. Everyone should hence support it and 
judge it on the completion of its term in gov-
ernment,” he expressed.

While appreciating the work of the state 
government in tackling the COVID-19 situ-
ation, he observed that the pandemic has 
caused an economic crisis in the State and 
the country. 

In this regard, he pointed out that people 
in the hospitality sector have been severely 
hit by the lockdown and suggested that an 
economic relief package be considered for 
people working in this sector. 

He also suggested that the government 
support taxi drivers and expressed hope that 
the Economic Revival Committee will take 
suggestions from all sections of the society 
and all stakeholders.

Mr Barfungpa further pointed out that 
instead to issuing repeated notifications, the 
government should issue notifications only 
after proper thought. He also advised that the 
government confer with political parties and 
others in this time of a pandemic.  

STNM Viral Lab 
tests 514 samples

GANGTOK, 01 Jun [IPR]: Health Department 
Director General-cum-Secretary, Dr PT Bhutia 
informed that a total of 1625 samples were 
sent so far for RT-PCR testing at North Ben-
gal Medical College and Hospital, Siliguri, 
in which 930 samples have tested negative 
and one tested positive for COVID-19. He in-
formed that reports of 694 samples are still 
awaited.

In his daily health bulletin on Monday 
evening, Dr Bhutia informed that a total 
of 514 samples have been tested so far 
for RT-PCR testing at Viral Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory at STNM Hospi-
tal complex. Out of which, 356 samples 
have come negative and 158 test results 
are awaited, he informed. Likewise, 1386 
samples were tested so far in TrueNat 
Machine at STNM Hospital, in which 1315 
have come negative and results for 71 sam-
ples are awaited.

It is informed that grand total of testing 
of RT-PCR and TrueNat at NBMCH and STNM 
hospital till date are 3525, out of which 2601 
have come negative and results for the re-
maining samples are awaited.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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Agri Deptt hands over agricultural inputs and tokens 
to landslide-affected families at Upper Lingchom

Mangan, 01 Jun [IPR]: 
The Department of Ag-
riculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry 
& Veterinary Services 
distributed agricultural 
inputs and tokens to the 
landslide-affected house-
holds of Upper Lingchom 
and farmers of Lingchom 
Tingda Gram Panchayat 
Unit under Kabi Lunchok 
constituency, today. 

Agriculture Minister 
Lok Nath Sharma and the 
Minister Karma Loday 
Bhutia, who is also the 
area MLA, jointly handed 
over tokens to the benefi-
ciaries at the Community 
Recreational Centre at 
Lingchom.

The eleven landslide-
affected families and ben-
eficiaries of Lingchom 
Tingda GPU received 
various inputs, includ-
ing 10 Syntax Tanks, 12 
Polypipes, Two Power 
Tillers, 10 Richforti-plus 
under Horticulture De-
partment and two Com-
munity vermin-compost 
pits, 12 Polypipes, Soya-
bean seeds, green gold 
manure and six Knap-
sack sprayers under Ag-

riculture Department. 
Additionally, tokens 

of three weeks old twen-
ty chickens were hand-
ed over to each twenty 
beneficiaries amongst 
125 declared beneficia-
ries under Rural Back-
yard Poultry Develop-
ment programme under 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services De-
partment. Farmers also 
received improved seed 
storing bags and im-

proved Sickles, scientifi-
cally designed by Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra Mangan.

Addressing the af-
fected families and the 
beneficiaries, Minister 
Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services 
Shri Lok Nath Sharma 
expressed heartfelt con-
dolences to the Upper 
Lingchom Landslide Vic-
tim families and wished 
for speedy recovery of 

injured persons, on be-
half of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister and the people 
of Sikkim. He also urged 
everyone to take opti-
mum benefits of the de-
partmental inputs and 
tokens in earning their 
livelihood, sincerely.

Elucidating the im-
portance of agricultural 
profession, Minister 
Sharma said that the 
global crisis of COVID 19 
has given a key message 

to realise human indis-
pensability on agricul-
ture and urged people 
to adopt farming as an 
essential component of 
healthy lifestyle.

He also informed 
about the provision of 
subsidised loan dedicat-
ed to the farmers in bank-
ing sector and shared 
about the ongoing work 
progress in developing 
an effective mechanism 
and convenient proce-

dure for farmers to avail 
subsidised loan. While, 
the interested farmers 
should come forward 
with complete commit-
ment, he added.

He also informed that 
the state government 
will conduct a survey of 
uncultivated private land 
holding for proper utili-
sation of unused land for 
farming purpose.  View-
ing the geographical 
terrain and resource po-
tential of the locality, he 
advised educated youths 
and farmers to adopt 
fisheries and piggery 
farming on priority and 
further elaborated its 
scope to boost economy 
and self reliance. Further 
he assured to provide all 
possible support from 
government’s end to sup-
port farmers.

Minister Sharma also 
added that the state of 
Sikkim is well protected 
and safe from COVID-19 
pandemic because of ap-
propriate preventive mea-
sures initiated by the Gov-
ernment in advance stage.

Minister-cum-Area 
MLA Shri Karma Loday 

expressed gratitude to 
the Agriculture, Horti-
culture and AH&VS De-
partment for distributing 
various agricultural in-
puts to the people of the 
locality and urged them 
to use technical items 
carefully and judiciously.

Minister Bhutia un-
derlined low fertility 
potential of the area and 
urged for initiation of 
fisheries, piggery and 
cattle farming activities 
in the North District. He 
also urged to provide 
training to the farmers. 
In his brief address Shri 
Bhutia informed that 
the state government 
has provided ex-gratia 
to the victim family of 
Upper Lingchom land-
slide, immediately after 
the incident.

Secretary Horticul-
ture Shri MT Sherpa also 
urged for proper utilisa-
tion of all technical in-
puts like power tiller. He 
also highlighted various 
schemes under Horti-
culture Department and 
assured to provide all 
guidance and support to 
the farmers.

Blood donation camp 
at Singtam Hospital

How South District Quarantine Centres are functioning
Namchi, 01 Jun (IPR): I 
had a very good time at 
the facility quarantine 
centre of Namchi Gov-
ernment College. The 
staff was polite and most 
importantly they gave 
us all the basic facilities 
like face mask, sanitizers, 
new buckets and the food 
was also up to the mark 
says 25 years old Tsher-
ing Tashi from Ravangla 
who was evacuated from 
Gujarat in view of the on-
going COVID-19 crises. 
He reached New Jalpai-
guri Junction (NJP), rail-
way station on 17 May in 
the morning hours, after-
which he boarded a bus 
provided by Sikkim Na-
tionalised Transport. He 
along with fellow passen-
gers were given break-
fast in the bus, entered 
Sikkim via Melli Check-
post and then was sent 
to Quarantine Facility at 
Namchi Government Col-
lege after following the 
standard norms at Melli 
Screening Centre. 

There has been many 
instances of inadequate 
facilities being provided 
in quarantine facility 
across the country, but 
the Administration of 
the South District has set 
an example by putting 
utmost efforts in trans-
forming the quarantine 
facility into a lively and 
enjoyable place where 
people can stay for 14 

days without any com-
plaints.

Feedback Form at 
Quarantine Facility Cen-
tre for Computers and 
Communication Technol-
ogy

(CCCT), Chisopani 
Currently, the South 

District has a total of 
fourteen quarantine cen-
tres out of which nine 
are free and five are paid. 
Out of these centres, 
CCCT Chisopani centre 
under the guidance of 
the authorities has com-
menced on collecting 
feedback forms from the 
quarantined people. Till 
date, the authorities has 
received a total of 143 
feedback out of the 152 
discharged people. The 
most promising part of 
this feedback form is that 

people can document 
their feeling from day 
one of their quarantined 
period and can tick on 
the emojis or smileys, so 
that even a child can have 
an option to give the re-
action. The form also in-
cludes food rating rang-
ing from very bad, bad, 
ok, good to excellent ac-
companied with another 
column where the people 
can give their remarks. 
This feedback data is 
being collected for the 
authorities to function 
more efficiently in the 
future and also to make 
appropriate changes, if 
necessary. 

Other quarantine 
facility is also utilising 
assessment techniques 
which is being collected 
from a number of quar-

antined people leaving 
the facility. Some people 
are submitting an essay 
and some are giving in a 
brief note on their expe-
rience. Similarly, 34 years 
old Bishal Rai from Nam-
chi who was lodged at 
IHCAE, Chemchey Facil-
ity Quarantine from 8th 
May, he had completed 
his 14 days institutional 
quarantine period and 
shared his experience as 
one which was delight-
ful. He appreciated the 
endeavour of the staff 
in this institute as they 
regularly checked upon 
the quarantined and 
more importantly their 
mental well- being was 
taken up as the top most 
priority. He added that if 
he had to assess then the 
quarantine centre of IH-

CAE, Chemchey will defi-
nitely be one of the best 
facility centre in South 
District. As a responsible 
citizen, he and his com-
panion at the facility fol-
lowed all the guidelines 
of COVID-19 which is to 
maintain social distanc-
ing and other standard 
regulation. However, he 
adds that musical perfor-
mances by the frontline 
warriors and the staff 
of the centre was very 
impressive and kept the 
spirit alive amongst the 
quarantined people. 

These kind of feed-
back approach can aid 
the authorities to look 
into the response of the 
quarantined individu-
als in a swift manner 
thereby allowing them to 
take decisions and adopt 
strategies that can help 
in combating the COV-
ID-19 crises. 

The State Govern-
ment machinery along-
with frontline workers 
is following the Standard 
Operating Procedure in 
all of the quarantined 
centres. It maybe men-
tioned that Sikkim was 
one of the first state 
which acted in a swift 
manner during the pre 
stage of COVID-19 by 
compulsory screening 
of vehicles and people 
at the concerned check-
posts from January on-
wards. 

LTVC takes 
RTI route to 
get answers
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Jun:

The Limboo-Tamang 
Voluntary Commit-

tee filed an application 
under the Right To In-
formation Act with the 
Home Department mak-
ing queries related to 
the Limboo and Tamang 
communities.

The RTI application 
was filed by LTVC presi-
dent, Deepak Tamang, on 
Monday, an LTVC press 
release informs.

“After having waited 
patiently for over a year 
and with no positive re-
sponse from the current 
government related with 
LT communities of Sik-
kim, the LTVC which have 
been vehemently pursu-
ing the cause have very 
little options left then to 
act further towards our 
cause,” the release ex-
plains.

PPEs for 
Dzongu’s 
check-post 
personnel 
SUMMIT REPORT
Mangan, 01 Jun: 

The panchayat and 
zilla members of the 

eight Gram Panchayat 
Units of Dzongu provided 
PPE kits and  hand sani-
tizers to the Police Check 
Posts in the area at Pheed-
ang, Bringbong, Sankalang 
and Toong today.

These police check 
posts are the main entry 
points to Dzongu.

Meanwhile, vehicles 
entering Dzongu will also 
be disinfected at these 
checkposts.  

The panchayat and 
zilla members also re-
quested the check post 
personnel to check the 
permits of vehicles and 
the people entering 
Dzongu more carefully in 
light of the pandemic.  

Chennai bizman sends home UP-based workers by flight
Chennai, June 1 (PTI): Anx-
ious to return home after be-
ing stuck here with no work 
due to COVID-19 lockdown, 
seven workers from Uttar 
Pradesh boarded a flight for 
the first time in their life and 
reached Varanasi on Monday, 
thanks to the humanitar-
ian gesture of their employer 
running a packers and mov-
ers firm in the city.

In a refreshing experi-
ence amid the heartbreak-
ing scenes of fellow migrant 
workers undertaking ardous 
journeys by foot and cycles 
witnessed in various parts of 
the country in recent days, 
the seven, in the age group of 
23-37, took the Indigo flight 
with their boss giving them a 
send-off.

“Our boss took good care 
of us as though we are his 
family members. He provided 
us atta, dhal and other essen-
tials to help us cook our own 
food during the lockdown. He 
even disbursed us our sala-
ries,” Sanjay Kumar, one of 
the workers, told PTI after 
landing in Varanasi.

Sandeep Jain, who runs 
the Jain Packers and Movers, 
a four-year old startup firm, 
also sent home three other 
workers by train.

“They had worked for 
my success, so I find noth-
ing wrong in spending some 
money to help them reach 
homes in this hour of cri-
sis,” Jain told PTI, adding his 
workers travelled by flight for 
the first time in their life.

All the seven, who took the 
flight, hailed from Prayagraj 
district and along with oth-
ers were were provided free 
rented accommodation and 
food by Jain.

Salaries were paid for two 
months during the lockdown 
period and the entire cost, 
including accommodation, 
food and tickets, worked out 
to about Rs four lakh, he said.

“With the lockdown totally 
restricting them indoors for 
over two months and TV new 
on the coronavirus pandemic 
making them anxious about 
their family members, my 
workers expressed the desire 
to return home,” said Jain, 
whose parents along with 
him had migrated to Chennai 
from Rajasthan when he was 

a three-year old.
Immediately he agreed 

and booked them flight tick-
ets for 7 of his staff, through 
Indigo Airlines on May 22.

He personally saw them 
off at the airport here on 
Monday.

“With no work here and 
coronavirus causing panic, 
they wanted to go home to be 
reunited with their families. 
And when the government 
opened up the aviation sector, 
I booked the flight tickets for 
them,” Jain added.

The workers have prom-
ised to return once the COV-
ID-19 situation improves.

After reaching Varanasi 
in the afternoon, they called 
up Jain and thanked him, he 
added.

ECoR trans-
ported 5,413 
tonnes of es-
sential items 
in May
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1 
(PTI): The East Coast 
Railway (ECoR) on Mon-
day said it has trans-
ported 5,413 tonnes of 
essential items by parcel 
trains in May. The ECoR 
has earned Rs 2.18 crore 
during the lockdown pe-
riod in May, it said in a 
statement here.

Steps were taken to 
ensure uninterrupted 
supply of essential com-
modities to different 
parts of the country amid 
the lockdown, it said.

The essential com-
modities included food 
grains, fruits and vegeta-
bles, milk products, edible 
oil, sugar and salt, medical 
equipment and medicines, 
PPE kits and other grocery 
items, the statement said. 
Coal, fertilizer and petro-
leum products were also 
transported to various 
destinations, it said.

In April, ECoR had 
transported around 789 
tonnes of parcel to vari-
ous parts of the country 
and earned Rs 29 lakh, the 
statement said  In May, it 
had transported 1.88 lakh 
parcel packets weighing 
3,374 tonnes, it said.

Steps are being taken 
to ensure the safety of 
the on- duty staff, includ-
ing distribution of masks, 
hand-sanitiser and PPE, 
the statement added.

YOGEN THATAL
Singtam, 01 Jun:

Members of Newa 
Bhay Bownaey-

kuthu, Singtam Sakha 
organised a blood dona-
tion camp at the blood 
bank of District Hospital 
Singtam, today. Members 
of the association have 
been volunteering at the 
hospital (DHS) instructing 
every visitor to follow the 

rules laid out to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. 

President, Binod 
Pradhan, Shital Pradhan 
and all executive mem-
bers of the association 
were present and vol-
unteered in the blood 
donation camp. Total of 
12 people donated their 
blood during the camp 
along with actor, Uttam 
Pradhan.



3SummitTIMES | 02 June  2020CapitalTIMES

25 complete quarantine 
period at Namchi College

Sikkim Milk observes World Milk Day

Dhrupad Kashyap of Assam wins NE State Level 
Online Chess tourney, Sikkim players impress

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Jun: 

Dhrupad Kashyap 
of Assam emerged 

champion of the North 
East State Level Online 
Chess Tournament held 
here on 29 May. 

Rohit Gurung from 
Sikkim was runner-up of 
the championship while 
Shahil Dey of Assam 
stood on the third posi-
tion. Likewise, Vikram-
jeet of Manipur stood 
on fourth position and 

Trailokya Nanda of As-
sam fifth position in top-
20 of the championship.

Thendup Tamang 
from Sikkim finished on 
the 20th position in the 
open category. 

Similarly, other play-
ers from Sikkim also 
performed well includ-
ing Priyansh Yajnik who 
bagged the 4th prize in 
Elo 0-1150 category and 
Aaradhya Raj Pokhrel on 
second position in Elo 
1151-1300 category. 

Similarly, Sikkim’s 
Archana Sharma got first 
prize in U-7 girls, Manas-
vi Acharya also stood on 
first position in U-9 girls 
and Bhuwan Prakash 
Pradhan adjudged as the 
best veteran.

A total of 185 play-
ers from the eight north-
eastern states had par-
ticipated in the tourna-
ment which was officially 
inaugurated by Sports & 
Youth Affairs Minister, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha on 

29 May. 
The championship 

was organized by the 
Department of Sports & 
Youth Affairs in collabo-
ration with Sikkim Chess 
Association and was a 
first of its kind in the 
North East. 

The inaugural pro-
gramme was conducted 
in the Webinar and was 
also joined by All In-
dia Chess Federation 
secretary, Bharat Singh 
Chauhan, South Asian 

Chess Council deputy 
president, Dharmendra 
Kumar, presidents and 
general secretaries of 
different chess asso-
ciation of north-eastern 
states, Grand Master 
Prabin Thipsay, Presi-
dent of Sikkim Olympic 
Association along with 
Secretary and officers 
of Sports and Youth Af-
fairs Department. The 
tournament was played 
on the Lichess App plat-
form.

The Dikchu-Gangtok road was blocked at Sokpay, Lower Rak-
dong, about 3 kms short of Dikchu by a landslide this evening 
at around 7 pm. Commuters are advised to take the alternate 
route via Samdong-Ipsing in case of emergencies.

Rotary Club donates 
water dispensers to STNM

Video Nystagmography 
diagnostic test starts in CRH

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Jun:

Central Referral Hos-
pital has announced 

the introduction and 
availability of Video Nys-
tagmography (VNG) di-
agnostic test module for 
Vertigo and Giddiness in 
the department of ENT 
(Otorhinolaryngology). 
This is available for the 
first time in Sikkim, a 
press release informs. 

VNG is a neuro-oto-
logical test and helps 
the doctor to record and 
analyse the various com-
ponents in a patient suf-

fering from giddiness 
like spontaneous and 
gaze elicited Nystag-
mus with and without 
fixation, smooth pur-
suits, saccades, opto-
kinetics and Subjective 
Visual Vertical and Vi-
sual Horizontals. Also 
advanced tests for Ca-
loric VNG and Position-
al VNG (both diagnostic 
and therapeutic) can also 
be performed. 

This will be helpful in 
diagnosis and manage-
ment of cases of vertigo 
where it can differentiate 
between various causes 

and also helps to find the 
site of lesion. The test is 
now offered routinely 
at a very nominal rate 
and a complete workup 
with prior appointment 
generally takes around 
an hour. 

Combined with other 
modalities already avail-
able like PTA Impedence 
and ABR in the depart-
ment of ENT and MRI 
and other tests in the 
hospital makes up the 
complete workup for pa-
tients suffering from bal-
ance disorders, giddiness 
and vertigo.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Jun:

World Milk Day was 
observed by Sik-

kim Milk Union at its fa-
cilities in Gangtok and 
Jorethang on Monday 
with its senior officers 
administering a Pledge 
on White Revolution to 
milk producing coopera-
tive societies represent-
ing more than 380 milk 
collection centres across 

East, West and South dis-
tricts.

The programme be-
gan early in the morning 
at 5AM at the milk col-
lection centres where 
the respective coopera-
tive societies undertook 
cleanliness drives and 
administered the pledge 
to around 14,000 farm-
ers associated with them.

Sikkim Milk Manag-
ing Director, AB Karki, at-

tended the observance at 
Kadamtam Women Milk 
Producers’ Cooperative 
Society and explained the 
benefits of dairy farming.

He also visited the 
Upper Gaucharan MPCS 
today.

At the Jorethang Re-
gional Office of SMU, 
Deputy General Manager, 
Dr NK Pradhan, adminis-
tered the pledge to em-
ployees.

Zoom app releases latest 
encryption, security features

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI): 
Videoconferencing plat-
form Zoom has released 
an enhanced and en-
crypted version of the 
application in order to 
ensure protection and 
privacy of personal infor-
mation, country’s federal 
cyber security said on 
Monday, asking users to 
update its latest version.

“The latest version 
5.0 of Zoom has been 
released which supports 
AES 256-bit GCM en-
cryption of meeting data 
and greater resistance 
to tampering,” said a lat-
est CERT-In advisory, ac-
cessed by PTI.

Other security im-
provements include 
changing the minimum 

default password length 
to six characters for 
meetings, webinars and 
cloud recordings and giv-
ing the capability to ad-
mins to disable sharing 
on cloud recordings and 
setting their expiration 
times, said the national 
technology arm to com-
bat cyber attacks and 
guarding of the Indian 
cyber space.

The latest addition 
of security features in 
the platform, whose us-
age spiked due to the 
nationwide lockdown, 
is believed to have been 
carried out in view of se-
curity-related advisories 
issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs and CERT-
In to its users.

In April, the Union 
home ministry had is-
sued an advisory and 
said that the Zoom meet-
ing platform is not safe 
and it is not to be used 
for official purposes by 
government officials.

Such a warning was 
also issued by the CERT-
In and was reiterated by 
the Cyber Coordination 
Centre (CyCord) of the 
home ministry.

Unguarded usage of 
Zoom between profes-
sionals working from 
home due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic can be 
vulnerable to attacks by 
leakage of sensitive office 
chat to cyber criminals, 
the CERT-In had said in 
April.

Gujarat braces for cyclone, 
deploys 10 NDRF teams

Ahmedabad, Jun 1 
(PTI): In anticipation of 
a cyclonic storm making 
landfall on the Gujarat 
coast on June 3, the state 
government on Monday 
ordered evacuation of 
people living in low-lying 
areas and deployed 10 
teams of the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) in over half a 
dozen districts.

The India Meteo-
rological Department 
(IMD) on Monday said 
the low-pressure area 
formed over the Arabian 
Sea has intensified into 
a depression and it will 
further intensify into 
a cyclonic storm in the 
next 36 hours.

It warned that the 
cyclonic storm will cross 
north Maharashtra and 
south Gujarat coasts late 
in the evening on June 
3, bringing in its wake 
heavy rains.

“The (low-pressure) 
system is around 900km 
away from Surat at pres-
ent. We expect the cyclon-
ic storm to hit the south-
ern Gujarat coast near 
Daman on June 3 evening 
with a wind speed of 90 
to 100 km per hour. “It 
will bring heavy rainfall 

in the south Gujarat re-
gion on June 3 and 4. It 
may have some impact 
in Bhavnagar and Amreli 
districts of the Saurash-
tra region as well,” said 
Director of MET Centre 
here, Jayanta Sarkar.

Ahead of the storm, 
the weather of Bhavnagar 
suddenly changed on 
Monday as strong winds 
coupled with rain lashed 
the city in the morning.

Sudden thunder-
storm uprooted trees as 
well as solar panels at 
some places in the dis-
trict, said officials.

In view of the cyclon-
ic activity over the Ara-
bian Sea, Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani on Monday 
chaired a high-level meet 
in Gandhinagar to assess 
the preparedness of the 
state machinery to tackle 
all eventualities.

Following the meet-
ing, Rupani said 10 teams 
of the NDRF have already 
taken position in five 
districts of south Guja-
rat and Bhavnagar and 
Amreli districts of Sau-
rashtra to deal with any 
situation arising out of 
the cyclone.

These five districts of 
south Gujarat are Surat, 

Bharuch, Navsari, Valsad 
and Dang.

“These five districts 
along with Bhavnagar 
and Amreli have been put 
on high alert while other 
districts have been asked 
to remain alert.

“While 10 teams of 
the NDRF have already 
taken their position, five 
teams of the SDRF have 
been put on a stand-by.

I urge people of these 
areas to remain indoors 
on June 3 and 4,” Rupani 
told reporters.

Rupani said while all 
fishermen of south Guja-
rat and Saurashtra have 
been called back from 
the sea, salt-pan work-
ers of these regions have 
been shifted to safer lo-
cations.

“District collec-
tors have been asked 
to shift people from 
low-lying areas to safer 
places. The collectors 
have been also asked 
to make sure electric-
ity supply to COVID-19 
hospitals in their re-
spective areas does not 
get affected.

“A control room has 
been activated in Gandhi-
nagar to monitor the sit-
uation,” the CM said.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Jun:

Rotary Club of Gang-
tok donated two wa-

ter dispensers with stand 
along with six canisters 
of 20 ltrs each on 01 Jun, 
2020, to Principal Chief 
Consultant cum Medical 
Superintendent, Dr Pas-
sang D Phempu, STNM 
Hospital in the presence of 

Additional Medical Super-
intendent, Dr Yudok Bhu-
tia, who is also the nodal 
officer for COVID-19, a 
press release informs. 

Till this facility was 
sourced from Siliguri due 
to unavailability in Sikkim, 
bottles of drinking water 
were provided by the Club 
for use by doctors and 
nurses at STNM Hospital. 

Namchi, 01 Jun (IPR): 
A total of 25 people were 
discharged after com-
pleting compulsory 14 
days at Namchi Govern-
ment College Quaran-
tine Centre. Their dis-
charge was monitored 
by a team of doctors and 
nurses and in presence 
of Centre In charge. Af-

ter a short briefing, all 
the discharged people 
were sent for manda-
tory home Quarantine 
for 14 days in order to 
complete the Protocol 
of 28 days Quarantine 
period. The people left 
for their homes after 
filling up the undertak-
ing forms.

Meghalaya lifts ban 
on intra-state travel

Shillong, Jun 1 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya government 
on Monday announced 
lifting of restrictions im-
posed on intra-state trav-
el, Deputy Chief Minister 
Prestone Tynsong said.

There will be no more 
restrictions on move-
ment of people from 
one district to another 
within Meghalaya during 
daytime as long as pro-
tocols on social distanc-
ing, wearing masks and 
hand-hygiene are main-
tained, he said.

“In view of the re-
laxation made by the 
Centre, we have decided 
to lift the restriction on 
inter-district movement 
with immediate effect,” 
Tynsong told journalists 
after a review meeting.

However, the ban on 
inter-state movement 
will continue, the deputy 
chief minister said.

The curbs on inter-
district movement were 
lifted as part of easing of 
restrictions under ‘Un-
lock-1’ after such travel 
was banned for over two 

months due to the coro-
navirus lockdown. The 
restrictions were lifted 
for both public and pri-
vate transport, he said.

Fifty per cent of ve-
hicular traffic will be al-
lowed and administrator 
of the district and trans-
port department will fi-
nalise on this, he said.

Car passes issed by 
the district adminis-
tration will no longer 
be required except for 
those who want to move 
at night as curfew is im-
posed between 9 pm and 
5 am. It was 7 pm to 7 am 
earlier. Public transport 
including taxis and buses 
were already operating 
within a district.

He also said that 
shops will be allowed 
to reopen except barber 
shops, beauty parlours 
and malls.

The Iewduh tradition-
al market will continue to 
remain closed in view of 
the decision taken recent-
ly after due consultation 
held with the KHADC and 
Hima Mylliem. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Make Space for People 
in the Public Domain

Enough of dictating terms while 
pretending to confer

Certificates of Identification, Old Laws, land 
acquisition, statehood, identity chauvinism, 

territorial integrity... these are some of the issues 
that have been in the news in the recent weeks. 
There have been many comments issued in 
the public domain on these matters, but start 
scratching the nature of reactions and it quickly 
becomes apparent that most of the voices come 
out from the same bouquet of opinionators. 
Public opinion is claimed by those who have 
traditionally usurped the privilege to speak, 
an empowerment which now allows them to 
dictate even though they might be claiming to be 
conferring and set the agenda even when they 
are supposedly trying to build consensus.

There is a small clutch of voices which 
occupies the public domain and while there 
is nothing wrong in holding opinions and 
broadcasting them, the quality of debate suffers 
in the absence of variety or new voices. The 
region, unfortunately, is afflicted by a paucity 
of representative voices which can claim to 
be genuinely speaking for a wide section of 
people. The public space is monopolised by 
political viewpoints, each comment anchored 
in the political position projecting the view. It 
does not help that political personalities and 
leanings infiltrate other organisations with ease 
and get their views echoed from there as well. 
The ruling and the Opposition groups and all 
sections and fronts aligned with either of them 
react on expected lines and never surprise with 
the positions they take and rarely enlighten with 
lucid explanations or justifications. And no, they 
stopped explaining their actions a long time ago.

The priority for them is to embarrass or 
dominate the other side and this they pursue 
with spite instead of reason. The media allows 
them the platform to exchange their barbs, 
and while all of this can be very entertaining, 
it is rarely informative. Refer to the short list 
with which this piece begins and it becomes 
obvious that though many allegations, counter 
allegations, justifications and claims have been 
made on these issues, the issues themselves 
remain largely under-explained and widely 
misunderstood. Because the political voices get 
so belligerent in these debates, the unattached 
voices hesitate from entering the discussions 
because that would attract immediate political 
branding which most apolitical stances would be 
uncomfortable with. It is time that this hesitation 
was overcome, because the people’s right to 
know and understand is suffering as a result. 

The process can be initiated if genuinely 
apolitical groups and organisations, even social 
organisations, overcame their passivity and 
engaged more energetically on issues that 
concerned the people, tried to understand them 
better and then shared their informed stands. 
Until that happens, as far as the people are 
concerned, they will view debates on all issues 
only as rants and counter-rants between political 
opponents, not as important discussions which 
could affect them.

Coronavirus Weekly: Recovery 
efforts happening in fits and starts

As Minneapolis burns, Trump’s presidency is sinking 
deeper into crisis. And yet, he may still be re-elected

TIMOTHY J. LYNCH
theconversation.com

Violence has erupted across several 
US cities after the death of a black 

man, George Floyd, who was shown 
on video gasping for breath as a white 
police officer, Derek Chauvin, knelt 
on his neck. The unrest poses serious 
challenges for President Donald Trump 
and former Vice President Joe Biden as 
each man readies his campaign for the 
November 3 election.

If the coronavirus had not already 
posed a threat to civil discourse in the 
US, the latest flashpoint in American 
racial politics makes this presidential 
campaign potentially one of the most 
incendiary in history.

COVID-19 and Minneapolis may 
very well form the nexus within 
which the 2020 campaign will unfold. 
Trump’s critics have assailed his han-
dling of both and questioned whether 
he can effectively lead the country in 
a moment of crisis.

And yet, he may not be any more 
vulnerable heading into the election.

A PRESIDENCY IN CRISIS?
As the incumbent, Trump certain-

ly faces the most immediate challeng-
es. Not since Franklin Roosevelt in the 
second world war has a US president 
presided over the deaths of so many 
Americans from a single cause.

The Axis powers and COVID-19 
are not analogous, but any presiden-
cy is judged by its capacity to respond 
to enemies like these. With pandemic 
deaths now surpassing 100,000, 
Trump’s fortunes will be inexorably 
tied to this staggering (and still ris-
ing) figure.

Worse, the Minneapolis protests 
are showing how an already precari-
ous social fabric has been frayed by 
the COVID-19 lockdowns.

Americans have not come to-
gether to fight the virus. Rather, they 
have allowed a public health disaster 
to deepen divisions along racial, eco-
nomic, sectional and ideological lines.

Trump has, of course, often 

sought to gain from such divisions. 
But the magnitude and severity of the 
twin crises he is now facing will make 
this very difficult. By numerous mea-
sures, his is a presidency in crisis.

AND YET.
Trump, a ferocious campaigner, 

will try to find ways to use both trag-
edies to his advantage and, impor-
tantly, makes things worse for his 
challenger.

For starters, Trump did not cause 
coronavirus. And he will continue 
to insist that his great geo-strategic 
adversary, the Chinese Communist 
Party, did.

And his is not the first presidency 
to be marked by the conflagration of 
several US cities.

Before Minneapolis, Detroit 
(1967), Los Angeles (1992) and Fer-
guson, Missouri (2014) were all the 
scenes of angry protests and riots 
over racial tensions that still haven’t 
healed.

And in the 19th century, 750,000 
Americans were killed in a civil war 
that was fought over whether the en-
slavement of African-Americans was 
constitutional.

Trump may not have healed racial 
tensions in the US during his presi-
dency. But, like coronavirus, he did 
not cause them.

HOW TRUMP CAN BLAME DEMO-
CRATS FOR MINNEAPOLIS

Not unhappily for Trump, Minne-
apolis is a largely Democratic city in a 
reliably blue state. He will campaign 
now on the failure of Democratic 
state leaders to answer the needs of 
black voters.

Trump will claim that decades 
of Democratic policies in Minneso-
ta – including the eight years of the 
Obama administration – have caused 
Minneapolis to be one of the most ra-
cially unequal cities in the nation.

In 2016, Trump famously asked 
African-Americans whether Demo-
cratic leaders have done anything to 
improve their lives.

What do you have to lose by try-

ing something new, like Trump?
He will repeat this mantra in the 

coming months
It also certainly helps that his sup-

port among Republican voters has 
never wavered, no matter how shock-
ing his behaviour.

He has enjoyed a stable 80% 
approval rating with GOP voters 
throughout the coronavirus crisis. 
This has helped keep his approval 
rating among all voters steady as the 
pandemic has worsened, hovering 
between 40 and 50%.

These are not terrible numbers. 
Yes, Trump’s leadership has contrib-
uted to a series of disasters. But if the 
polls are correct, he has so far avoid-
ed the kinds of catastrophe that could 
imperil his chances of re-election.

WHY THIS MOMENT IS CHAL-
LENGING FOR BIDEN

Biden should be able to make a 
good case to the American people at 
this moment that he is the more ef-
fective leader.

But this has not yet been reflected 
in polls, most of which continue to 
give the Democrat only a lukewarm 
advantage over Trump in the election.

The other problem is that the 
Democratic party remains discor-
dant. And Biden has not yet shown a 
capacity to heal it.

Race has also long been a source 
of division within Biden’s party. 
Southern Democrats, for instance, 
were the key agents of slavery in the 
19th century and the segregation that 
followed it into the 20th.

After the 1960s, Democrats 
sought to make themselves the natu-
ral home of African-American vot-
ers as the Republican party courted 
disaffected white Southern voters. 
The Democrats largely succeeded on 
that front – the party routinely gets 
around 85-90% of black votes in 
presidential elections.

The challenge for Biden now is 
how to retain African-American loy-
alty to his party, while evading re-
sponsibility for the socio-economic 

failures of Democratic policies in cit-
ies like Minneapolis.

He is also a white northerner 
(from Delaware). Between 1964 and 
2008, only three Democrats were 
elected president. All of them were 
southerners.

To compensate, Biden has had 
to rely on racial politics to separate 
himself from his primary challenger – 
Bernie Sanders struggled to channel 
black aspirations – and from Repub-
licans. And this has, at times, caused 
him to court controversy.

In 2012, he warned African-Amer-
icans that then-Republican presiden-
tial candidate Mitt Romney would put 
them “all back in chains”. And just over 
a week ago, he angered black voters by 
suggesting those who would support 
Trump in the election “ain’t black”.

Biden is far better than Trump on 
racial issues and should be able to use 
the current crises to present himself 
as a more natural “consoler-in-chief”, 
but instead, he has appeared some-
what flatfooted and derided for being 
racially patronising.

The opportunities COVID-19 and 
the Minneapolis unrest might afford 
his campaign remain elusive.

THERE IS REASON FOR HOPE
America enters the final months 

of the 2020 campaign in a state of 
despair and disrepair. The choice is 
between an opportunistic incumbent 
and a tin-eared challenger.

But the US has faced serious chal-
lenges before – and emerged stronger. 
Neither the civil war in the 19th cen-
tury or the Spanish flu pandemic in 
the early 20th halted the extraordinary 
growth in power that followed both.

Moreover, the US constitution re-
mains intact and federalism has under-
gone something of a rebirth since the 
start of the pandemic. And there is a new 
generation of younger, more diverse, na-
tional leaders being forged in the fire of 
crisis to help lead the recovery.

[the writer is Associate Pro-
fessor in American Politics, 

University of Melbourne]

LEE-ANNE GOODMAN
theconversation.com

The world is moving slowly and carefully to re-
open businesses, get people back to work and 

jump-start moribund economies amid the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Some initial attempts have been character-
ized by stops and starts as new clusters of the 
disease emerge. In Toronto, Canada, young peo-
ple recently gathered en masse in a city park, fu-
elling outrage and sparking fears of more sudden 
and unexpected spikes in COVID-19 cases.

In this week’s roundup of coronavirus stories 
from scholars across the globe, we explore how 
our post-pandemic lives will be different, the lat-
est medical developments and how to keep spir-
its up as lockdowns endure.

WHAT THE NEW ‘NORMAL’ LOOKS LIKE
As businesses reopen and employees begin 

to return to work, nothing is truly going back to 
“normal”. In fact, the post-pandemic world will 
require a vastly new normal until there’s a CO-
VID-19 vaccine. And that means rethinking and 
reimagining how we’ve always done things.

    Getting out and about. We’re all experi-
encing a bit of cabin fever, and some people 
are having trouble respecting social distanc-
ing rules when they are venturing out into the 
world. William Petri, a professor of medicine 
at the University of Virginia who specializes 
in immunology, outlines the seven factors he’ll 
assess to determine when it’s safe enough to 
spend time away from home. He writes: “I am 
going to wear a mask to help prevent my giving 
the infection to others, avoid touching surfaces 
such as handrails, try not to touch my eyes or 
nose or mouth with my hands and wash my 
hands frequently.”

    Public transit. Hopping on a bus or subway 
during rush hour to get to work is a longtime 
urban ritual. But COVID-19 has likely changed 
how we do it so we’re no longer squeezed in 
like sardines. But Hussein Dia of Australia’s 
Swinburne University of Technology says that 
public transit is here to stay; not everyone can 
walk or ride bikes to their destination, and so 
public transit will remain at the heart of urban 
mobility. Dia advocates rethinking public tran-
sit design to enable physical distancing, even 
though it reduces capacity.

    Air travel. The same goes for air travel, 
write Kacey Ernst and Paloma Beamer, epide-

miologist and exposure scientist, respectively. 
They have some tips for air travel — and masks 
are, once again, a central recommendation, 
along with hand sanitizer.

    Doing business differently. For businesses 
opening their doors to customers once again, 
it’s a brave new world — one that will require 
them to take into account the fears and anxiet-
ies their employees and customers are feeling 
right now. According to M. Tina Dacin and Lau-
ra Reese, organizational behaviour experts at 
Queen’s University in Canada, businesses will 
have to win the hearts and minds of their cus-
tomers and employees like never before.

    African trade. African countries may ben-
efit from this new normal. Faizel Ismail, di-
rector of the Nelson Mandela School of Public 
Governance at the University of Cape Town, 
writes that pandemic could be an opportunity 
to advance free trade via the African Continen-
tal Free Trade Area in a more developmental, 
inclusive and mutually beneficial way for Afri-
can countries.

    Tourism. Could a four-day work week 
help the struggling tourism industry post-
pandemic? Jarrod Haar of Auckland University 
of Technology makes the case after New Zea-
land Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern floated the 
idea of shortening the traditional work week 
following COVID-19. “Healthier, happier and 
more productive workers helping other busi-
nesses stay viable? That sounds like a win-win 
for all,” he writes.

    What about the animals? Kendra Coul-
ter, an animal ethics expert at Canada’s Brock 
University, makes a passionate case to promote 
the well-being of animals post-pandemic, argu-
ing that COVID-19 has illuminated how terri-
bly we treat them. She points to a coronavirus 
outbreak among low-income workers at a Ca-
nadian meat-packing plant, writing “that con-
temporary slaughterhouses have proven to be 
dangerous for workers in addition to being fa-
tal horror shows for animals”.

LOOKING INTO TREATMENTS, CURES AND 
SYMPTOMS

And speaking of animals, llamas — yes, lla-
mas — are among the bright spots in efforts to 
find a cure for COVID-19.

    Llamas to the rescue? What are known 
as nanobodies produced by the llama immune 
system can neutralize the virus that causes 
COVID-19, writes Gary Stephens, a professor 

of pharmacology at the University of Reading in 
the UK. He adds that the llamas don’t have to be 
infected to help scientists learn more, and their 
nanobodies might also be used to develop much-
needed, efficient and rapid diagnostic tests.

    What’s the latest with tests? Shayan 
Sharif and Byram W. Bridle of the University of 
Guelph in Canada, meanwhile, explain the pit-
falls and promises when it comes to antibody 
tests. According to the immunology experts: 
“Can we conceivably use antibody testing as a 
measure of immunity? The answer is maybe!”

    A US state is getting it right. Since South 
Carolina’s first COVID-19 case surfaced, trained 
case investigators have traced the contacts of 
every person who tested positive. Jenny Mer-
edith, a pathology professor at the University 
of South Carolina School of Medicine, outlines 
what else the state got right, noting that con-
tact tracing is critical to reopening the econ-
omy without triggering a spike in coronavirus 
cases and overwhelming health-care systems.

KEEPING SPIRITS UP
We’re all fed up, anxious and occasionally 

depressed by the COVID-19 shutdowns as we 
take tentative, cautious steps towards the new 
normal. Thankfully our global network has of-
fered up some advice on how to tackle the im-
pact on our mental health and well-being.

    Therapy. Nicholas Joyce, a psychologist 
at the University of South Florida, points out 
that online therapy is having its moment in the 
sun and helping those struggling with mental 
health issues during the pandemic. He argues 
that COVID-19 has made clear that telehealth 
is the way of the future.

    Robust mental health. Simon Rosenbaum 
and Jill Newby of Australia’s UNSW outline the 
characteristics of strong mental health, and offer 
up some tips to keep the COVID-19 blues at bay.

    Social enterprise. Anyone who’s ever been 
lucky enough to spend time in the Canadian 
province of Newfoundland and Labrador knows 
the place itself can serve as a balm to frayed 
nerves. Natalie Slawinski of Memorial University 
and Wendy K. Smith of the University of Dela-
ware explain how a social enterprise saved the 
remote fishing outpost of Fogo Island following the 
collapse of the cod industry — and they can help 
local communities around the world recover from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

[the writer is Politics, Business + Econom-
ics Editor, The Conversation Canada]
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45 new COVID-19 cases in Assam, tally 1384

Guwahati, Jun 1 (PTI): 
Forty-five more people 
tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus in As-
sam, taking the number 
of cases to 1,384 on Mon-
day, Health Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said.

There are 1,192 ac-
tive cases of the corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
across the state, while 
185 people have recov-
ered and three migrated 
to others states.

The new COVID-19 
cases were reported 
from nine districts.

“Alert ~ 23 new cases 
of #COVID19+. 11 Barpe-
ta, 5 Udalguri, 3 Dhubri, 
3 Darrang, 1 Sonitpur,” 
Sarma tweeted.

Earlier in the day, the 
minister said 22 more 
people had tested posi-
tive for the infection.

Fourteen of them 
were from Dibrugarh, 

four from Dhemaji, three 
from Tinsukia and one 
from Charaideo districts, 
he said.

A total of 1,09,097 
samples have been tested 
so far for COVID-19, the 
Health Department had 
said on Sunday night.

Four people have suc-
cumbed to COVID-19 so 
far.

Assam saw a sig-
nificant increase in CO-
VID-19 cases after in-
terstate movement was 
allowed during the lock-
down. It reported the 

highest single-day spike 
of 177 cases last Friday.

The government has 
mandated that those 
coming from other parts 
of the country would 
have to undergo insti-
tutional quarantine. No 
home quarantine will 

be allowed for the first 
seven days or till the 
coronavirus test reports 
arrive.

However, it has made 
certain exemptions for 
senior citizens and wom-
en who travel to the state 
alone.

Elections to 18 RS 
seats on June 19: EC

Ferries back on Hooghly after 
over two-month-long hiatus

Kolkata, Jun 1 (PTI): 
Ferries were back on 
River Hooghly in West 
Bengal on Monday after 
an over two-month-long 
hiatus owing to the lock-
down, officials said.

The passengers were 
limited to 40 per cent of 
the capacity of each ves-
sel to ensure social dis-
tancing and no one was 
allowed to board the 
ferries without masks as 
per directions of state 
Transport Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari.

Around 70 passen-
gers were allowed in 
each vessel prior to the 

novel coronavirus out-
break. The West Bengal 
Transport Corporation 
(WBTC) and a coopera-
tive started operating 
vessels on nine routes 
across the river, the offi-
cials said.

Some of the reactivat-
ed routes are Howrah-
Fairlie, Kuthighat-Belur, 
Noorpur-Gadiara, Na-
zirganj-Metiabruj, Ram-
krishnapur-Chandpal, 
and Howrah-Bagbazar 
via Ahiritola and Sova-
bazar, the WBTC officials 
said.

All the passengers 
were thermally screened 

before being allowed to 
board the ferries, they 
said. The vessels will 
operate between 8 am 
and 6 pm with a fre-
quency of one hour, as 
per the minister.

Ferries operated by 
panchayat samities and 
cooperatives in other 
parts of the state were 
also allowed to operate 
from Monday with strict 
adherence to social dis-
tancing and other safety 
norms, the officials said.

Ferries form an im-
portant mode of trans-
port in riverine West 
Bengal.

First physical meet of EC 
in nearly three months

Seven new COVID-19 cases 
in Manipur, total reaches 78

Women workers demand train to Jharkhand

PM launches portal to 
help, hand-hold MSMEs

Kochi, Jun 1 (PTI): Over 
400 women working with 
a private textile industry 
unit near here took to the 
streets on Monday de-
manding that authorities 
facilitate their journey by 
train to their home state 
Jharkhand.

Police said the issue 
was resolved by authorities 
who assured the women 

workers that a train will 
be arranged for them on 
Wednesday for their safe 
journey to Jharkhand.

Earlier, the women 
had reportedly informed 
government officials and 
the textile firm at Pal-
likkara that they want 
to go back to their home 
state due to the lockdown 
imposed to prevent the 

spread of the coronavirus.
Finally on Monday, 

the women workers 
came out of their shelters 
provided by the company 
at Pallikkara and headed 
to the Aluva railway sta-
tion with their luggage.

The authorities soon 
intervened in the matter 
and resolved the issue, 
police said.

Violent protests engulf US, thousands 
arrested and nearly 40 cities under curfew

Washington, Jun 1 
(PTI): The US remained 
a tinderbox of anger and 
emotion as violent pro-
tests erupted for a sixth 
day across the country 
over the custodial kill-
ing of African-American 
George Floyd, resulting 
in the death of at least 
five people, the arrest 
of thousands and plac-
ing of curfew in nearly 
40 cities, while forcing 
President Donald Trump 
to take shelter in a White 
House bunker.

Considered to be the 
worst ever civil unrest 
in the US in decades, the 
violent protests have en-
gulfed at least 140 cities 
across America in the 
days following the death 
of Floyd, a 46-year-old 
man who was pinned 
to the ground in Minne-
apolis on Monday by a 
white police officer who 
kneeled on his neck as he 
gasped for breath.

Some of the protests 
have turned violent, 
prompting the activation 
of the National Guard in 
at least 20 states.

“At least five people 
were killed in violence 
that flared as demon-
strations in parts of the 
country devolved into 
mayhem,” The Washing-
ton Post reported.

Police have arrested 
at least 2,564 people in 
two dozen US cities over 
the weekend. Nearly 
a fifth of those arrests 
were in Los Angeles, it 
said.

The unrest initially 
began in Minneapolis 
in Minnesota but has 
now spread across the 
country, with reports of 
violence coming in from 
across major cities in-
cluding Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, New York, Houston, 
Philadelphia and Wash-
ington DC.

“The United States 
remained a tinderbox 

of emotion, anger and 
continued violence on 
Sunday, the sixth day of 
nationwide unrest since 
the death of yet another 
black man at the hands of 
the police,” The New York 
Times reported.

In Birmingham, pro-
testers started to tear 
down a Confederate mon-
ument that the city had 
previously covered with 
a tarp amid a lawsuit be-
tween the state attorney 
general and the city.

In Boston, a police 
SUV was set ablaze near 
the State House, send-
ing up a column of black 
smoke after a large 
group of protesters had 
mostly dispersed. In 
Philadelphia, police of-
ficers in riot gear and an 
armoured vehicle used 
pepper spray to try to re-
pel rioters and looters.

In New York, demon-
strators marched across 
the Brooklyn and Wil-
liamsburg Bridges, snarl-
ing traffic. The Manhattan 
Bridge was briefly shut 
down to car traffic. Chaos 
erupted in Union Square, 
with flames leaping up 
two stories from trash 
cans and piles of street 
debris, the Times said.

“It is the first time so 
many local leaders have 
simultaneously issued 
such orders in the face of 
civic unrest since 1968, 
after the assassination 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr,” the report 
said. The police fired tear 
gas near the White House 
on Sunday night to dis-
suade protesters who had 
smashed the windows 
of prominent buildings, 
overturned cars and set 
fires, with smoke seen ris-
ing from near the Wash-
ington Monument, it said.

For the past few days, 
thousands of protestors 
have gathered outside 
the White House raising 
slogans against Presi-

dent Trump. According 
to CNN, President Trump 
was briefly taken to the 
underground bunker 
for some time during 
the protest outside the 
White House, while First 
Lady Melania Trump and 
their son Barron were 
also taken to the bunker.

President Trump 
made no public appear-
ances on Sunday, but 
in a series of tweets he 
blamed the media for fo-
menting hatred and an-
archy in the country.

“The Lamestream 
Media is doing every-
thing within their power 
to foment hatred and 
anarchy. As long as ev-
erybody understands 
what they are doing, that 
they are FAKE NEWS and 
truly bad people with a 
sick agenda, we can eas-
ily work through them to 
GREATNESS!” he said.

Earlier in the day, 
he announced that his 
administration will be 
designating ANTIFA as a 
Terrorist Organization. AN-
TIFA is regarded as a mili-
tant, left-wing, anti-fascist 
political activist movement 
in the US. It comprises au-
tonomous activist groups 
that aim to achieve their 
political objectives through 
the use of direct action 
rather than through pol-
icy reform.

US Attorney General 
William Barr said that the 
violence instigated and 
carried out by the organ-
isation and other similar 
groups in connection with 
the rioting is domestic ter-
rorism and will be treated 
accordingly.

The Trump admin-
istration alleges that it 
appears the violence is 
planned, organised, and 
driven by anarchistic and 
far left extremists, us-
ing ANTIFA-like tactics, 
many of whom travel 
from out of state to pro-
mote the violence. 

New Delhi Jun 1 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday 
launched a web portal to 
help solve grievances of 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises, and work 
as a “one-stop place” for 
them.

Champions -- Cre-
ation and Harmonious 
Application of Modern 
Processes for Increasing 
the Output and National 
Strength -- has been de-
scribed by the MSME 
Ministry as an ICT-based 
system set up to help 
such enterprises in the 
“present difficult situa-
tion” and also to hand-
hold them to become na-
tional and international 
champions.

“Launched the por-

tal ‘champions.gov.in’. 
This is a one stop place 
for MSME sector. The fo-
cus areas are support & 
hand-holding, grievance 
redressal, harnessing en-
trepreneurial talent and 
discovering new busi-
ness opportunities,” the 
prime minister wrote on 
Twitter.

According to an of-
ficial statement, the sys-
tem will help resolve the 
problems of MSMEs, in-
cluding those of finance, 
raw materials, labour 
and regulatory permis-
sions, “particularly in the 
Covid created difficult 
situation”.

It will also help them 
capture new opportuni-
ties, including manufac-
turing of medical equip-

ment and accessories 
such as personal pro-
tective equipment and 
masks, and supply them 
in national and interna-
tional markets.

The portal, the state-
ment said, will also help 
identify and encourage 
“the sparks” -- potential 
MSMEs who are able to 
withstand the current 
situation and can be-
come national and inter-
national champions.

As part of the sys-
tem, a network of con-
trol rooms is created in a 
“Hub & Spoke” model.

The hub is situated 
in the national capital 
and the spokes are in the 
states in various offices 
and institutions of the 
MSME Ministry.

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI): 
The polls to 18 Rajya 
Sabha seats, deferred 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, will be held 
on June 19, the Election 
Commission announced 
on Monday.

Out of these 18 
seats, four each are 
from Andhra Pradesh 

and Gujarat, two from 
Jharkhand, three each 
from Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan and one 
each from Manipur and 
Meghalaya.

The counting of votes 
will be held on the eve-
ning of June 19 itself, 
the Commission said in a 
statement.

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI): 
A meeting of the “full 
commission” -- the chief 
election commissioner 
and two election com-
missioners -- took place 
at the Nirvachan Sadan 
here on Monday for the 
first time in nearly three 
months. The poll panel 
had been holding virtual 
meets as Chief Election 
Commissioner Sunil Aro-
ra, who was visiting the 
United States on leave 
in the first half of March, 
got stranded there due to 
the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown.

Arora returned to 
India recently and un-
derwent the mandatory 

quarantine before join-
ing office on Monday.

A key decision taken 
in one such virtual meet-
ing was to allow the legis-
lative council election in 
Maharashtra to pave the 
way for Uddhav Thacker-
ay becoming a member 
of the state legislature 
within the stipulated 
six months of becoming 
chief minister.

The polls were de-
ferred due to the corona-
virus outbreak.

Other senior officers 
of the poll panel were 
present in Monday’s 
meeting, a spokesperson 
said, sharing pictures of 
it on Twitter.

Imphal, June 1 (PTI): 
Seven migrant workers 
who recently returned 
to Manipur have tested 
positive for COVID- 19, 
taking the total number 
cases in the state to 78, 
officials said on Monday.

In Senapati district a 
17-year-old and 26-year-
old who had returned 
from Chennai tested pos-
itive while in Bishunpur 
district two persons who 
had returned from Uttar 
Pradesh also tested posi-
tive for coronavirus, a 
statement issued by CO-
VID- 19 Common Control 
Room said.

All necessary con-
tainment measures and 
contact tracing have been 
initiated and the COVID 
patients will be shifted to 
the hospital soon, it said.

Three others includ-
ing a woman who had re-

turned from Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh and Hyderabad 
too tested positive at the 
RIMS, Imphal. Of the total 
78 COVID-19 cases, 67 
are active as 11 persons 
have recovered.

The state, which was 
declared COVID 19-free 
on April 19, recorded a 
surge in the number of 
cases with migrants from 
other parts of the coun-
try returning home.

Meanwhile, the police 
detained 617 people and 
seized 454 vehicles for 
violating the lockdown 
norms on Sunday.

The police also col-
lected a total of Rs 62,250 
as fine from the detained 
persons for violating the 
lockdown norms, a state-
ment issued by the Addi-
tional Director General of 
Police (Law and Order) L 
Kailun said.
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Future of stadiums, arenas promises high tech, low capacity
Kansas City (US), Jun 1 
(AP) The coronavirus pan-
demic that brought sports to 
a standstill for months has 
everyone wondering what 
games will be like when spec-
tators are finally allowed back 
in. It will almost surely be dif-
ferent in ways big and small.

Fans could have their ev-
ery move scrutinized by cam-
eras and lasers. There might 
be nobody in the next seat to 
high-five after a touchdown.

The idea of passing cash 
to a beer vendor between 
innings will be a memory. 
Temperature screenings and 
medical checks could be man-
datory. Virtual tickets will be 
the norm.

It all begs the question: 
Will fans even be able to enjoy 
the experience again?

There’s a wealth of unan-
ticipated casualties, I guess, 
that are going to be part of this, 
things we all took for granted 
as part of the live game-day 
experience, explained Nate 
Appleman, director of the 
sports, recreation and enter-
tainment practice for Kansas 
City-based architectural firm 
HOK.

Some things we have yet 
to fathom but will become 
painfully clear once we are 
allowed back into venues and 
get back to truly human na-
ture, which is to gather and 
celebrate community.

Some leagues are return-
ing with few or no fans, in-
cluding soccer in Germany, 
stock car racing in the U.S. 
and baseball in Japan. But as 
sports ramp up, The Associ-

ated Press found during in-
terviews with more than two 
dozen experts in stadium de-
sign and infrastructure that 
the only thing that might look 
the same is what happens on 
the field of play.

The biggest short-term 
change will be social distanc-
ing, which already has per-
meated everyday life. Ticket 
sales will be capped. Entire 
rows and sections blocked off.

Seats on the aisle left open 
to keep a buffer from fans 
walking up the stairs. Fans 
will be given an entrance time 
to prevent crowding at the 

gates. Lines at restrooms and 
concessions will be limited. 
Congregating in the corridors 
will no longer be allowed.

There’s the old saying, 
‘Necessity is the mother of in-
vention.’ I would say we’re in a 
heightened situation of neces-
sity right now, Appleman said. 
There are a lot of really smart 
people coming up with really 
cool initiatives that could just 
be a new way of doing things, 
and new isn’t always bad. 
Sometimes change is good. 
Sometimes we have to adapt.

Those plans bring both 
hope and fear: hope that some 

fans will be able to see their 
favorite teams in action, and 
fear that places that rely heav-
ily on ticket sales will be able 
to make ends meet.

Mercedes-Benz Stadium, 
the home of the Falcons and 
Atlanta United, already has 
cashless systems in place for 
merchandise and conces-
sions. Several professional 
teams are in talks with mo-
tion analytics company iin-
side, whose SafeDistance sys-
tem uses lasers to map spaces 
and measure crowd density. 
At KeyBank Center in Buffalo, 
New York, a company called 

WaitTime utilizes an app to tell 
Sabres fans how long lines are 
at restrooms and concessions. 
It all sounds a bit Orwellian 
like Big Brother is watching 
you. The systems dance a fine 
line between informative and 
intrusive. But they also could 
mitigate the threat of spreading 
a virus, and that could make it 
all worthwhile.

We’re extrapolating off 
these trends that have already 
existed, and I think we’re go-
ing to kick-start into 2025 
even though it’s only 2020, 
said Jason Jennings, director 
of strategy and digital inte-

gration for the sports and en-
tertainment group at Morten-
son, which is wrapping up 
construction on the Raiders’ 
new 2.4 billion stadium in Las 
Vegas.

The technology is going 
to be deployed much faster 
because of the value it has for 
the fan experience and public 
health.

Even the way facilities are 
cleaned will change. No longer 
will hosing down seats and 
sweeping up trash left by fans 
be enough. Venue giant ASM 
Global recently announced a 
new hygiene protocol for its 
325 facilities worldwide, not-
ing the importance of hewing 
to international health recom-
mendations from the likes of 
WHO and the CDC.

Few professional teams 
have been willing to divulge 
their full reopening strate-
gies, whether that be poten-
tial seating layouts or infra-
structure upgrades designed 
to keep fans safe. That’s be-
cause the rapidly changing so-
cial and political environment 
coupled with the unpredict-
able nature of the virus have 
made planning difficult.

In large masses, there is 
no system that can effectively 
prevent another person from 
giving germs to a second in-
dividual, said Philip Tierno, 
a clinical professor of pathol-
ogy at New York University’s 
Grossman School of Medicine.

“If they sneeze or cough 
or talk directly, or even 
breathe directly on a person, 
there is no system that can 
prevent that.

Amit, Vikas nominated for Khel 
Ratna by BFI; 3 names for Arjuna

Competitive sports resume in England after 75-day shutdown

Slight ad-
vantage for 
Australia in 
day-night 
Test: Smith
Mumbai, Jun 1 (PTI): 
Star batsman Steve Smith 
says the experience of 
having played more 
pink ball games than In-
dia would give Australia 
‘slight advantage’ when 
the two sides clash under 
flood lights in December 
but the Virat Kohli-led 
side has the batsmen to 
stand up to the challenge.

Cricket Australia last 
week confirmed that In-
dia will tour Down Un-
der for a full tour com-
prising four Tests, three 
ODIs and three T20Is. 
The second Test will be 
a day-night affair, start-
ing from December 11 in 
Adelaide.

“We played a few 
more pink ball games, 
perhaps, than India 
which might be a slight 
advantage,” the Aus-
sie star batsman said in a 
Facebook session, hosted 
by Sony Sports India.

“India played pretty 
well in the day-night 
game they played at Kol-
kata. It’s a different game 
but they certainly got the 
batters that can stand up 
to the conditions when it 
gets tough with the Pink 
Ball. And their bowlers, 
they stand the seam up 
with quality.”

“They are world class 
players who are able to 
adapt to anything, so I see 
it being a pretty amazing 
contest,” he said.

India will first clash 
with Australia in a T20I 
series beginning Octo-
ber 11 and then return 
to defend the Border-Ga-
vaskar Trophy with the 
opening match at Gabba, 
where the hosts have tre-
mendous record.

“Our record at Gabba 
(Brisbane) against any-
one, is good to be fair, 
that is a fortress for us, 
we wanted to play first 
Test there for a long peri-
od of time,” the 30-year-
old said.

Smith, one of the 
world’s best Test bats-
men, also admired the 
way the Indian captain 
goes about chases in 
white-ball cricket.

“Look at his average 
in winning chases in one-
day cricket. It’s phenom-
enal.

He’s so good under 
pressure and calm. Just 
gets the job done and un-
fortunately for an oppo-
sition player. You got to 
admire someone like that 
and what he has done for 
Indian cricket.”

Asked about his com-
parisons with the Indian 
icon, he said, “I admire 
Virat a lot. He’s an amaz-
ing player. The way they 
play the game now, the 
sheer passion he has for 
cricket... His body sort of 
transformed over time. 
He’s so fit, strong and 
powerful now. Pretty 
amazing for cricket.”

The top-ranked Test 
batsman hoped there’s 
some solution for bowl-
ers who are likely to be 
affected by the ICC ban 
on using saliva to shine 
the ball.

“For me, even though 
I’m a batter, I still want 
to see an even contest 
between bat and ball. 
I think that’s really im-
portant for the game. 
You don’t want to see 
the ball doing nothing, 
taking swing bowlers 
around the world out of 
play. There needs to be a 
solution.” 

We need an alternative to saliva: Bumrah

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI): World silver-
medallist Amit Panghal and the sea-
soned Vikas Krishan were on Monday 
nominated for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna award by the Boxing Federation 
of India, which picked only Olympic-
bound names as its nominees for the 
annual honours.

The BFI has nominated world 
bronze-winning trio of Lovlina Borgo-
hain (69kg), Simranjit Kaur (64kg) and 
Manish Kaushik (63kg) for the Arjuna 
awards. Of these, Borgohain has won 
the world bronze twice, the most recent 
being last year.

For the Dronacharya awards, the 
BFI has finalised the names of national 
women’s coach Mohammed Ali Qamar 
and assistant coach Chhote Lal Yadav.

“The nominations of the athletes 
and coaches have been on the basis of 
their performance during the last four 
years,” the BFI said.

The 24-year-old Panghal (52kg), 
also an Asian Games champion, has not 
won any national sports award. He was 
being nominated for the Arjuna award 
for the past three years but was not 
considered by the selection committee 
because of a 2012 “inadvertent” dope 
offence.

“He is allowed to compete for the 
country and his medals are celebrated. 
He deserves to be honoured as well,” 
BFI Executive Director R K Sacheti told 
PTI.

Last year, the BFI had vowed to keep 
nominating him till the time his name 
was considered. The doping violation 
took place when Panghal was under-
going treatment for chicken pox in his 
youth category days.

“Youth level ki galtiyan to sab jageh 
maaf hoti hain. I didn’t do it intentional-
ly. I only took a medicine prescribed to 
me without knowing the consequences. 
I am hopeful I will be considered,” Pan-
ghal had told PTI in a recent interaction.

He had also written to Sports Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju, demanding a change in 
the selection procedure of the awards, 
calling for an end to self-nomination 

and the process of having a committee 
pick the winners.

He described the current system as 
discriminatory and said that the minis-
try should be able to decide winners on 
its own as athletes’ achievements are 
out in the public domain.

Commonwealth and Asian Games 
gold-medallist Krishan (69kg) won the 
Arjuna award in 2012. The 28-year-old 
had turned professional in 2018 after 
his CWG top finish followed by a third 
Asian Games medal -- a bronze.

He returned to the amateur circuit 
last year with the South Asian Games, 
winning a gold there before qualifying 
for the Olympics at the Asian qualifiers 
in Jordan in March this year.

Of the three Arjuna contenders, 
Kaushik has had a great run for the past 
couple of years, winning a bronze in his 
maiden world championship (2019) to 
qualify for the Olympics after a silver at 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games.

Both Kaur and Borgohain booked 
their Tokyo tickets at the Asian quali-
fiers.

Qamar, an Arjuna awardee, was In-
dia’s first Commonwealth Games gold-
medallist in boxing and has been in 
charge of the women’s camp for over a 
year now. This was after serving as an 
assistant coach for one year.

Yadav is closely associated with six-
time world champion M C Mary Kom 
and she has been crediting him for 
keeping her focussed in the past couple 
of years.

Former world-medallist N Usha has 
been nominated for the Dhyan Chand 
award for lifteime contribution to 
sports.

Wednesday (June 3) is the last day 
for filing nominations.

The nominees:
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna: Amit Pan-

ghal, Vikas Krishan.
Arjuna Award: Lovlina Borgohain, 

Simranjit Kaur and Manish Kaushik.
Dronacharya Award: Mohammed 

Ali Qamar, Chhote Lal Yadav.
Dhyan Chand Award: N Usha.

London, Jun 1 (AP): A mid-morn-
ing greyhound race in a virtually 
empty venue in central Birming-
ham wouldn’t typically be an occa-
sion warranting special attention.

For English sports fans, it was a 
moment to savor.

When six dogs flew out of the 
traps at Perry Barr at 10:21 a.m. 
on Monday, it marked the return 
of competitive sports in England 
after a 75-day shutdown because 
of the coronavirus outbreak.

The name of the winning horse 
Im Sophie will likely be the answer 
to a quirky quiz question in years 
to come.

Greyhound racing was the first 
of three sports to resume Monday, 
with horse racing and snooker 
also taking place without spec-

tators and on the condition that 
competitors and officials follow 
government-approved coronavi-
rus protocols.

A 10-race card is scheduled at 
Gosforth Park’s all-weather track 
in the northeast city of Newcastle, 
where 369 entries from competi-
tion-starved horse owners were 
whittled down to 120 runners. 
Jockeys will be wearing face masks 
and only limited personnel will 
be allowed on the course. That 
means no bookmakers or bettors, 
with even the owners themselves 
barred from attending.

Horse racing was the last live 
sport to shut down in Britain on 
March 17.

It’s time to return and I really 
feel we can come back in a safe 

way in a way the public can be 
proud of, champion jockey Oisin 
Murphy said Monday, adding that 
he and his rivals would physically 
feel very close to 100%.

But the mental sharpness will 
only come after a few weeks with 
some practice.

Snooker’s Championship 
League was scheduled to start 
at 3 p.m. in Milton Keynes, north 
of London, with top-ranked Judd 
Trump in action in the first match.

There are 64 players compet-
ing in the tournament and they 
must all test negative for CO-
VID-19 before entering the arena 
for matches.

Soccer in England is set to re-
sume on June 17 with two Premier 
League games.

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI): Premier 
India pacer Jasprit Bumrah won’t 
miss the hugs and high-fives as 
part of a wicket celebration but he 
will certainly miss applying saliva 
on the ball and feels an alternative 
should be provided to maintain 
the red cherry.

The ICC Cricket Committee, 
led by former India captain Anil 
Kumble, recommended a ban on 
using saliva on the ball as an in-
terim measure to deal with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, the 
Committee did not allow the use of 
artificial substances as a substitute 
move.

The new rule makes life tough-
er for the bowlers and Bumrah, 
like many former and current fast 
bowlers, feels there ought to be an 
alternative.

“I was not much of a hugger 
anyway and not a high-five person 
as well, so that doesn’t trouble me 
a lot. The only thing that interests 
me is the saliva bit,” said Bum-
rah in a chat with Ian Bishop and 
Shaun Pollock on ICC’s video se-
ries ‘Inside Out’.

“I don’t know what guidelines 
we’ll have to follow when we come 
back, but I feel there should be an 
alternative,” he added.

Bumrah said not being able to 
use saliva makes the game more 
batsman-friendly.

“If the ball is not well main-
tained, it’s difficult for the bowlers. 
The grounds are getting shorter 
and shorter, the wickets are be-

coming flatter and flatter.
“So we need something, some 

alternative for the bowlers to 
maintain the ball so that it can do 
something - maybe reverse in the 
end or conventional swing.”

When former West Indian 
pacer Bishop pointed out that the 
conditions have been favourable 
to the fast bowlers over the last 
couple of years, Bumrah nodded in 
agreement.

“In Test match cricket, yes. That 
is why it’s my favourite format, 
because we have something over 
there. But in one-day cricket and 
T20 cricket one-day cricket there 
are two new balls, so it hardly re-
verses at the end.

“We played in New Zealand, the 
ground (boundary) was 50 metres. 
So even if you are not looking to 
hit a six, it will go for six. In Test 
matches I have no problem, I’m 
very happy with the way things 
are going.”

He finds it amusing that the 
batsmen keep complaining about 
the swinging ball. “Whenever you 
play, I’ve heard the batsmen - not 
in our team, everywhere - com-
plaining the ball is swinging. But 
the ball is supposed to swing! The 
ball is supposed to do something! 
We are not here just to give throw-
downs, isn’t it? (laughter)

“This is what I tell batsmen 
all the time. In one-day cricket, 
when did the ball reverse last, I 
don’t know. Nowadays the new 
ball doesn’t swing a lot as well. So 

whenever I see batsmen say the 
ball is swinging or seaming and 
that is why I got out - the ball is 
supposed to do that.

“Because it doesn’t happen so 
much in the other formats, it’s a 
new thing for the batsmen when 
the ball is swinging or seaming,” 
said the 26-year-old.

The Ahmedabad-born pacer 
finds himself in an unusual posi-
tion as he has not bowled for over 
two months due to the lockdown 
imposed in the wake of the coro-
navirus outbreak.

When India will play next is not 
clear yet and Bumrah said he is not 
sure about how his body will hold 
up when he returns to action.

“I really don’t know how your 
body reacts when you don’t bowl 
for two months, three months. I’m 
trying to keep up with training so 
that as soon as the grounds open 
up, the body is in decent shape.

“I’ve been training almost six 
days a week but I’ve not bowled 
for a long period of time so I don’t 
know how the body will react 
when I bowl the first ball.

“I’m looking at it as a way to 
renew your own body. We’ll never 
get such a break again, so even if 
you have a small niggle here and 
there, you can be a refreshed per-
son when you come back. You can 
prolong your career,” he said.

Bumrah has risen rapidly in in-
ternational cricket despite experts 
having reservations about his lon-
gevity due to his unorthodox action. 
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Deadly Tropical Storm Amanda 
hits El Salvador, Guatemala

Tropical Storm Aman-
da triggered flash 

floods, landslides and 
power outages as it bar-
relled through El Salva-
dor and Guatemala Sun-
day, killing 14 people, 
authorities said, warning 
of further heavy rain to 
come.

El Salvador President 
Nayib Bukele declared 
a 15-day state of emer-
gency to cope with the ef-
fects of the storm, which 
he estimated to have 
caused $200 million in 

damage, but which weak-
ened later in the day as it 
moved into Guatemala.

Amanda, the first 
named storm of the 
season in the Pacific, 
unleashed torrents of 
floodwater that tossed 
vehicles around like toys 
and damaged about 200 
homes, the head of the 
Civil Protection Service 
William Hernandez said.

The fatalities were all 
recorded in El Salvador, 
Interior Minister Mario 
Duran said, warning that 

the death toll could rise.
One person is still 

missing, senior govern-
ment official Carolina Re-
cinos added.

“We are experienc-
ing an unprecedented 
situation: one top-level 
emergency on top of an-
other serious one,” San 
Salvador mayor Ernesto 
Muyshondt said, refer-
ring to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

He added that half of 
those killed died in the 
capital, and that 4,200 

people had sought ref-
uge in government-run 
shelters after losing their 
homes or being forced to 
leave because they were 
in high-risk areas.

In some flooded ar-
eas, soldiers worked 
alongside emergency 
personnel to rescue peo-
ple.

“We lost everything, 
we’ve been left with 
nowhere to live,” said 
Isidro Gomez, a resident 
of hard-hit southeast-
ern San Salvador, after a 

nearby river overflowed 
and destroyed his home.

Another victim, Mari-
ano Ramos, said that at 
dawn residents of his San 
Salvador neighborhood 
were slammed by an ava-
lanche of mud and water. 
An elderly man died in 
the area, officials said.

El Salvador’s environ-
ment ministry warned 
residents of the “high 
probability” of multiple 
landslides that could 
damage buildings and in-
jure or kill people.

Nearly 90 percent of 
El Salvador’s 6.6 million 
people are considered 
vulnerable to flooding 
and landslides due to its 
geography. In neighboring 
Guatemala, officials said 
roads had been blocked 
by at least five landslides 
and some flooding was 
reported, but no evacua-
tions were underway.

Even though Amanda 
weakened to tropical de-
pression status, Guate-
malan officials warned 
that heavy rain would 
continue, with swol-
len rivers and possible 
“landslides affecting 
highways ... and flood-
ing in coastal areas.”

Latin America virus cases top 1 
mn as UK, Russia ease lockdowns

Confirmed coronavirus cases in 
Latin America have surged past 

one million, while hard-hit Britain 
and Russia eased lockdowns Mon-
day, despite not having their out-
breaks fully under control.

Governments around the world 
are moving to ease restrictions 
that have wrecked their econo-
mies, even as the number of cases 
tops 6.1 million and virus deaths 
exceed 371,000.

With more than half a million 
known infections, Brazil now has 
the second-highest caseload in the 
world, but its anti-lockdown Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro again defied 
social distancing recommenda-
tions on Sunday.

Wearing no face mask, the far-
right leader met a tightly packed 
group of supporters in the capi-
tal Brasilia as the crowd chanted 
“Myth! Myth! Myth!” -- echoing his 
dismissal of the virus threat.

Bolsonaro has been a staunch 
opponent of lockdowns as a tool 
for containing the coronavirus, 
saying they are unnecessary and 
harmful to the economy, but he 
has faced intense criticism from 
worried state authorities and an-
gry citizens.

Despite his skepticism, the vi-
rus rages on in Brazil and other 
parts of South America, with the 
situation in Chile, Bolivia and Peru 
also worsening.

While South America and parts 
of Africa and Asia have only just 
started to feel the full force of 
the pandemic, hard-hit Euro-
pean countries have cautiously 
begun easing lockdowns as they 
seek a return to some form of nor-
mality.

But experts have cautioned 
that moving too fast could spell di-
saster, with no vaccine or effective 
treatment yet for COVID-19.

In Britain, where schools were 
set to partially re-open on Monday, 
some senior government advisers 
warned things were happening too 
rapidly.

“COVID-19 spreading too fast 
to lift lockdown in England,” tweet-
ed Jeremy Farrar, a member of the 
government’s Scientific Advisory 
Group for Emergencies.

Hard-hit Russia, which saw an 
explosion of infections in recent 
weeks, was also set to re-open 
shopping malls and parks in Mos-
cow, despite the still-high number 
of cases.

While Muscovites welcomed 
the opportunity after weeks of be-

ing cooped up at home, many ridi-
culed Moscow Mayor Sergei Soby-
anin’s “experiment” aimed at regu-
lating people’s walks and exercise 
based on their home address.

Popular comedian Maxim 
Galkin even released a sketch 
about President Vladimir Putin 
and Sobyanin discussing a “breath-
ing schedule” for the capital’s resi-
dents.

- ‘A beautiful feeling’ -
The pandemic has devastated 

the global economy, which is fac-
ing its worst downturn since the 
Great Depression, and with busi-
nesses and citizens growing tired 
of confinement, there is pressure 
on many leaders to press on with 
re-openings -- especially in na-
tions where outbreaks appear to 
be slowing.

In the United States -- the 
worst-affected nation in the world 
-- Washington and Los Angeles re-
sumed outdoor dining, while New 
York City is on track to begin re-
opening from June 8.

In France, parks in Paris 
opened on the weekend for the 
first time in months, ahead of res-
taurants, cafes and bars being al-
lowed to serve on sidewalks and 
terraces on Tuesday.

But health experts have con-
tinued to warn of the possibility 
of a second wave of infections if 
authorities and citizens let their 
guard down, especially if they risk 
large gatherings of people like 
concerts, festivals and religious 
services.

With the outbreak in Italy slow-
ing, Pope Francis made his first ad-
dress to the faithful in Saint Peter’s 
square in nearly three months.

In Saudi Arabia, mask-clad 
worshippers thronged mosques 
that opened nationwide -- except 
in the holy city of Mecca.

“I prayed, praise be to God, in 

the neighborhood mosque... and it 
was a beautiful feeling,” said one 
worshipper, though he was con-
cerned about others not taking 
necessary precautions.

“I swear to God that some peo-
ple do not care about anything. No 
face mask. No rug.”

- ‘Distancing is impossible in 
Dhaka’ -

Asia was the first continent hit 
by the virus after it emerged in the 
central Chinese city of Wuhan late 
last year, and neighboring coun-
tries saw their economies ham-
mered by the outbreak -- especial-
ly the aviation and tourism sectors.

Some Asian countries have 
started on a tentative path to re-
covery, such as Thailand, which 
relies heavily on tourist spending. 
The kingdom has now re-opened 
beaches nationwide after two 
months of lockdown to try to re-
vive tourism.

But other, much more popu-
lous nations have moved to relax 
restrictions despite not entirely 
containing the disease.

India announced it would be-
gin easing the world’s biggest 
lockdown in early June, even as it 
marked another record daily rise 
in infections.

Neighboring Bangladesh, 
meanwhile, lifted its lockdown 
on Sunday, with millions heading 
back to work in densely populated 
cities, even as the country logged 
record spikes in new deaths and 
infections.

Similarly, the Philippines -- 
which has also seen a surge in 
cases -- eased the lockdown of its 
capital on Monday to give a boost 
to its economy.

“The virus is frightening,” 
salesman Himmler Gaston told 
AFP in Manila. “But it’s either you 
die from the virus or you die from 
hunger.”

Mass gatherings, erosion of trust 
upend coronavirus control

New York, Jun 1 (AP): 
Protests erupting across 
the nation over the past 
week and law enforce-
ment’s response to them 
are threatening to upend 
efforts by health officials 
to track and contain the 
spread of coronavirus 
just as those efforts were 
finally getting underway.

Health experts need 
newly infected people to 
remember and recount 
everyone they’ve inter-
acted with over several 
days in order to alert 
others who may have 
been exposed, and pre-
vent them from spread-
ing the disease further. 
But that process, known 
as contact tracing, relies 
on people knowing who 
they’ve been in contact 
with a daunting task if 
they’ve been to a mass 
gathering.

And the process re-
lies on something that 
may be suddenly be in 
especially short supply: 
Trust in government.

These events that are 
happening now are fur-
ther threats to the trust 
we need, said Dr. Sandro 
Galea, dean of the Boston 
University School of Pub-
lic Health. If we do not 
have that, I worry our 
capacity to control new 
outbreaks becomes more 
limited, he said.

Government offi-
cials have been hoping 
to continue reopening 
businesses, churches 
and other organizations 
after months of stay-at-
home orders and other 
infect ion-prevention 
measures. But health 
experts also hoped that 
any reopening would be 
accompanied by wide-
spread testing, contact 
tracing and isolation to 
prevent new waves of ill-
ness from beginning.

Over the past week, 
protests sparked by the 
death of George Floyd, 
a black man who died 
after a white Minneapo-
lis police officer pinned 
a knee to his neck, have 
involved thousands of 
people gathered tightly 
together in large crowds 
in more than 20 cities 
nationwide. It’s unclear if 

the protests themselves 
will trigger large new 
outbreaks.

The protests were 
outside, where infec-
tions don’t spread as 
readily as indoors. Also, 
many of the protesters 
were wearing masks, and 
much of the contact was 
likely less-hazardous 
transient moments of 
people moving around, 
passing each other, said 
Dr. William Schaffner, an 
infectious diseases ex-
pert at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity.

But, still, experts 
worry that public efforts 
to contain the disease in 
the future could be un-
dermined.

In Los Angeles, the 
city’s mayor announced 
Saturday that COVID-19 
testing centers were be-
ing closed because of 
safety concerns related 
to violent protests.

Testing in Minneapo-
lis will be affected be-
cause some of the clinics 
that provide the service 
have been damaged in 
the protests, accord-
ing to a city government 
spokesperson.

Reduced testing 
could be giving the vi-
rus another head start, 
Schaffner said.

And contract tracing, 
which is only just getting 
going in several states, is 
an even bigger concern. 
It involves people who 
work for or with health 
departments asking in-
timate questions about 
where a person has been 
and who they’ve been 
talking to and getting 
full, truthful answers in 
return. In this current en-
vironment which has en-
hanced or brought forth a 
mistrust of governmental 
authority, it might make 
them disinclined to speak 
with anyone in govern-
ment, Schaffner said.

That is especially true 
in black communities 
trying to cope with epi-
sodes of police violence 
and longstanding frus-
trations with how they 
have been marginalized 
and mistreated by people 
who work for govern-
ment agencies.

And those are the 
communities that have 
been hardest hit by the 
coronavirus in the U.S. 
and most in need of pub-
lic health measures to 
help control it.

In a press conference 
Saturday, Minnesota 
Public Safety Commis-
sioner John Harrington 
used the term contact 
tracing when describing 
an investigation into ar-
rested protesters there. 
He said the goal is to 
see if there are crime or 
white supremacy organi-
zations that have played 
a role and to understand 
how do we go after them, 
legally, Harrington said.

But Harrington’s use 
of contact tracing by law 
enforcement may com-
plicate the job of help 
health workers as they 
try to track the virus’s 
spread, some experts 
said.

That was an abuse of 
the word ‘contact trac-
ing.’ That is not what 
contact tracing is, said 
Dr. Tom Frieden, former 
director of the federal 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“Contact tracing is a 
service to patients and 
their contacts to provide 
services for patients and 
warning for contacts. It 
has nothing to do with 
police activity. Noth-
ing,” said Frieden, who 
currently president of 
Resolve to Save Lives, a 
nonprofit that works to 
prevent epidemics.

Galea said he hopes 
many people will sepa-
rate in their minds the 
contact tracing done by 
public health workers 
from crime investiga-
tions by the police. But, 
he added, I do think 
sometimes it’s difficult to 
make a distinction when 
you feel marginalized by, 
and targeted by, the the 
entire government.

The Associated Press 
Health and Science De-
partment receives sup-
port from the Howard 
Hughes Medical Insti-
tute’s Department of Sci-
ence Education. The AP 
is solely responsible for 
all content.

Pak summons 
Indian diplo-
mat over expul-
sion of 2 High 
Commission of-
ficials on espio-
nage charges
Islamabad, Jun 1 (PTI): 
Pakistan on Monday 
summoned a senior In-
dian diplomat to regis-
ter a strong protest over 
India’s decision to expel 
two officials of its High 
Commission in New Del-
hi on charges of espio-
nage.

India on Sunday de-
clared two officials of 
the Pakistan High Com-
mission as “persona 
non grata” on charges of 
espionage and ordered 
them to leave the country 
within 24 hours, the Min-
istry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said.

The two officials, Abid 
Hussain and Muhammad 
Tahir, were caught by 
Delhi Police while they 
were obtaining sensitive 
documents relating to 
India’s security instal-
lations from an Indian 
national in exchange for 
money, official sources 
said in New Delhi.

“The government has 
declared both these of-
ficials persona non grata 
for indulging in activities 
incompatible with their 
status as members of a 
diplomatic mission and 
asked them to leave the 
country within 24 four 
hours,” the MEA said in a 
statement.

Pakistan’s Foreign 
Office (FO) said early on 
Monday that the Indian 
Charge d’Affaires was 
summoned for a “strong 
demarche”, conveying 
Pakistan’s condemnation 
of the decision to declare 
two officials of the Paki-
stan High Commission in 
New Delhi persona non 
grata and rejection of all 
“baseless” allegations 
against them.

Pakistan also con-
veyed that the Indian 
action was in “clear vio-
lation” of the Vienna Con-
vention on Diplomatic 
Relations and the diplo-
matic norms, the FO said.  



8 SummitTIMES | 02 June  2020

HIKING TIME!  The model, Alessandra Ambrosio steps out 
for a sunny hike in Los Angeles.
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ARIES:
Take stock of your time and energy. Are you utilising your resourc-
es in a manner that’s making you feel fulfilled? Are you spending 
your days catching up on your reading list, making art and prac-
ticing meditation? If you’re not thrilled about where you are at, it’s 
time for a quick energy check. Social media could be a big culprit 
at this point. So limit Twitter/Instagram time as you redirect the 
same energy towards your creative projects. Feeling inspired to 
go cold turkey on the virtual world? Oh, the benefits are endless!
Tip: Consider a social media detox.
TAURUS:
There are days you put adult pants on and then there are days 
you say, “World, hold on!” No points for guessing you’re in the 
mood to prioritise yourself over everything else. It’s called the fine 
art of balance, Taurus. So reconnect with your Venusian ways 
and start the day with a ritualistic bath and some bubbles (not just 
the kind you find in the bathtub). 
Tip: Oh, hello queen of self-care!
GEMINI:
Sometimes you just have to put on an Oscar-worthy gown (or 
shiny suit), plug in the vacuum cleaner, and vogue your way 
around the house. The old you would have complained about 
the lemons life is throwing your way. The new you, however, is 
finding a way to make limoncello and be the most glorious ver-
sion of yourself while you are at it. Some of you may feel inspired 
to tap into age-old beauty secrets. Turn to nature’s apothecary 
for inspiration, Gemini. From aloe vera to turmeric, the miracles 
are endless! 
Tip: It’s time to put on a shiny suit and vogue around the house.

CANCER:
Spoiler alert, Cancer: life is not a game of dumb charades. If 
the people around you are not being able to discern the signs, 
chances are, you’re not being clear. It’s easy to blame your cir-
cumstances for what’s unfolding. Don’t forget that we all have the 
gift of free will here. So, step up. Awaken the power of your throat 
chakra and find a way to speak your truth despite the fears. What 
if honesty is the secret to restoring balance and harmony in your 
world?
Tip: Speak up.
LEO:
Teenage romances are anything but overrated. But it’s not age 
that makes these encounters an inspiration for poetry and prose. 
It’s the fact that we allow ourselves to wear our hearts on our 
sleeves minus the fear of the consequences. What happens on 
the other side of 20, though? The practicality gene kicks in, rob-
bing us of the childlike wonder we once felt when we first held 
hands with our lovers or locked eyes with that beautiful stranger 
across the bar. Just for today, the cards are urging you to time 
travel to a period in your life when you didn’t let worldly responsi-
bilities get the better of you. 
Tip: Everybody needs a teenage romance.
VIRGO:
Loneliness gets the better of us and makes us do things we’re 
not terribly proud of. Notice how you are giving into the urges of 
your ego self. Going back to your toxic ex isn’t going to solve life’s 
many problems. Neither is drowning yourself in a bucket of salted 
caramel ice-cream. The cards are urging you to stay woke, to tap 
into the wisdom of your higher self. The path of meditation and 

mindfulness will help you bridge the gap.
Tip: Tap into the wisdom of your higher self.
LIBRA:
The world is undergoing a massive upgrade right now. The rules 
that once applied to us are slowly loosening their grip, making 
way for a new reality, a new earth where love and freedom are 
the only constants. Where are you vibrating at, Libra? Are you 
welcoming the energy of change or are you unwilling to let go of 
the old ways? Slow down. Reassess every aspect of your life. 
Move past the fear paradigm.
Tip: Move past the fear paradigm.
SCORPIO:
Consider this as a test of your willpower. You’ve been here before. 
In other words, this is not the first time you’ve had to deal with the 
given situation. What is the recurring pattern drawing your attention 
towards? Is there a past wound that needs to be released with loving 
awareness? Avoidance is the easy way out, but it will not serve you 
in the long run. Scorpio, the time to break free from the vicious cycle 
has come. You may also find yourself re-examining the customs and 
beliefs of your ancestors. Question everything that’s been handed 
down to you. It’s time to write your own rules.
Tip: It’s time to release the old wounds with loving awareness.
SAGITTARIUS:
There’s no doubt you have experienced lack and disappointment 
in the past. But, do you really want to carry these beliefs into the 
future knowing that it is our beliefs that shape our reality? The 
cards are reminding you that there is never a dearth of love, mon-
ey or opportunities. It is our limited mentality that keeps us from 
experiencing abundance in its most glorious form. So, instead of 

giving into your fears, work on your internal alignment. 
Tip: Focus on internal alignment instead of giving into the energy 
of fear.
CAPRICORN:
Nothing is inherently good or bad, Capricorn. It is our perception 
that colours our reality. Even though the situation you’re being 
faced with is a seemingly dark one, Spirit is encouraging you to 
look at it from a higher perspective and understand the soul les-
son it holds. The truth will sting but it will always liberate you. 
Tip: Choose the path of self-realisation.
AQUARIUS:
At any point of time you have two options: to operate from the ego 
space or tap into your higher wisdom. It’s true that things didn’t 
work out the way you would have liked them to. But, then again, 
nobody is obliged to live up to our expectations. We’re all here 
to follow our own path. Both truths co-exist, not just the one you 
have been telling yourself. Understanding this will help release 
the anger and resentments that’s been weighing you down.
Tip: Tap into your higher wisdom.
PISCES:
This is a test, Pisces. Will you succumb to the numbers game 
or continue to create from a space of authenticity and love? Your 
job is to focus on your internal alignment, to stay true to your mes-
sage. As always, leave the how and the why to the Universe. What 
you’re stepping into right now is a new and exciting phase, one that 
will bring you both rewards and recognition. Let go of that cloak of 
invisibility and claim your space on the centre stage. You’ve got this!
Tip: Focus on your internal alignment as you leave the how and 
the why to the Universe.

Bollywood actor Sonu Sood shuts 
down story of joining the BJP

Hamilton slams ‘white-dominated’ 
F1 for silence over Floyd death

James Cameron, 
Jon Landau reach 

New Zealand to 
restart production 
on Avatar’ sequels
Wellington, Jun 1 (PTI): Veteran 
director James Cameron and produc-
er Jon Landau along with 50 other 
crew members reached Wellington, 
New Zealand, to resume the shoot-
ing of the upcoming sequels in the 
Avatar franchise. Landau posted on 
Instagram that the film’s team has 
landed in the country and will be 
self-isolating as per the guidelines 
laid the by the government.

Made it to New Zealand. Our 
14-day government supervised self-
isolation now begins, the producer 
wrote alongside a picture of him 
and Cameron at the airport wearing 
mask and face shield.

According to Variety, around 54 
passengers were on board a char-
tered Air New Zealand plane, which 
departed over the weekend from 
Los Angeles International Airport 
and directly landed in Wellington on 
Sunday Landau had announced last 
week that he would be returning to 
New Zealand to resume the filming 
on the sequel of the 2009 movie.

The production on the project had 
come to halt in mid-March after the 
New Zealand government announced 
a lockdown to stem the spread of the 
coronavirus in the country. 

“Mark Is Wrong”: Facebook Employees Go Public 
With Criticism of Company’s Policy Over Trump Post

Several senior staff took to social me-
dia to strongly disagree with Mark 

Zuckerberg’s inaction over the presi-
dent’s incendiary posts about the Min-
neapolis protests.

Several senior Facebook employees 
went public this weekend with their 
dissatisfaction over the company’s 
inaction over President Donald 
Trump’s incendiary posts about the 
Minneapolis protests against police 
brutality.

Facebook has faced a storm of 
criticism since last Friday, when it 
left up a Trump post that contained a 
threat to use military action against 
protestors in Minneapolis and also 
used the phrase “when the looting 
starts, the shooting starts,” a line 
that was used by segregationists in 
the 1960s. Twitter, by comparison, 
flagged Trump’s tweet for breaking 
its policies and hid it behind a warn-
ing label. 

In a post on Friday, CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg explained Facebook’s 
decision to leave Trump’s post up, 
writing that although he personally 
had “a visceral negative reaction to this 
kind of divisive and inflammatory rheto-
ric,” the company’s “position is that we 
should enable as much expression as 
possible unless it will cause imminent 
risk of specific harms or dangers spelled 
out in clear policies.”

This weekend, a number of Face-
book employees publicly rebuked Zuck-
erberg’s strategy on the Trump posts.

Ryan Freitas, director of product 
design at Facebook tweeted, “Mark is 
wrong, and I will endeavor in the loud-
est possible way to change his mind. I 
apologize if you were waiting for me 
to have some sort of external opinion. I 
focused on organizing 50+ likeminded 
folks into something that looks like in-

ternal change.”
“I work at Facebook and I am not 

proud of how we’re showing up. The 
majority of coworkers I’ve spoken to 
feel the same way. We are making our 
voice heard,” said Jason Toff a director 

of product management at Facebook.  
“Inaction is not the answer. Facebook 
leadership is wrong. I have voiced my 
concerns internally and I will continue 
to do it. I believe in our mission. I believe 
in my teammates. I hope we will do and 
be better,” wrote Diego Mendes a prod-
uct design manager at Facebook ARVR. 

“Censoring information that might 
help people see the complete picture 
*is* wrong. But giving a platform to in-
cite violence and spread disinformation 
is unacceptable, regardless who you are 
or if it’s newsworthy. I disagree with 
Mark’s position and will work to make 
change happen,” wrote Andrew Crow, 
head of design at Facebook Portal. 

David Gillis, a director of product 

design at Facebook, tweeted, “I believe 
Trump’s “when the looting starts, the 
shooting starts” tweet (cross-posted to 
FB), encourages extra-judicial violence 
and stokes racism. Respect to @Twit-
ter’s integrity team for making the en-

forcement call. While I understand why 
we chose to stay squarely within the 
four corners of our violence and incite-
ment policy, I think it would have been 
right for us to make a “spirit of the pol-
icy” exception that took more context 
into account.” “I don’t know what to do, 
but I know doing nothing is not accept-
able. I’m a FB employee that completely 
disagrees with Mark’s decision to do 
nothing about Trump’s recent posts, 
which clearly incite violence. I’m not 
alone inside of FB. There isn’t a neutral 
position on racism,” wrote Jason Stir-
man a design manager at Facebook. 

Later on Sunday, Zuckerberg an-
nounced that Facebook would commit 
$10 million to fight racial injustice. 

World champion Lewis Hamilton 
criticised the “biggest of stars” in 

“white-dominated” Formula One for fail-
ing to speak out against racism as pro-
tests erupted around the United States.

The Mercedes driver warned “I know 
who you are and I see 
you” as he accused his 
fellow drivers of “stay-
ing silent” following the 
death of George Floyd, 
an unarmed black man, 
during his arrest in 
Minneapolis.

The videotaped in-
cident has triggered 
unrest in several cities 
and led to an outpour-
ing of condemnation 
from top athletes in-
cluding Michael Jordan 
and Serena Williams.

“I see those of you 
who are staying silent, some of you the 
biggest of stars yet you stay silent in the 
midst of injustice,” Hamilton wrote on 
Instagram. “Not a sign from anybody in 
my industry which of course is a white-
dominated sport. I’m one of the only 
people of colour there yet I stand alone.

“I would have thought by now you 
would see why this happens and say 
something about it but you can’t stand 
alongside us. Just know I know who you 
are and I see you.”

Hamilton, the six-time world cham-
pion, said he supported only peaceful 
protesters, not those who have looted 

stores and set fire to buildings.
But he added: “There can be no 

peace until our so-called leaders make 
change. This is not just America, this is 
the UK, this is Spain, this is Italy and all 
over. “The way minorities are treated 

has to change, how you educate those 
in your country of equality, racism, clas-
sism and that we are all the same!

“We are not born with racism and 
hate in our hearts, it is taught by those 
we look up to.”

Basketball legend Jordan joined a 
chorus of voices from the NBA, NFL and 
other US sports demanding change for 
black Americans, but the calls weren’t 
limited to the United States.

French footballer Marcus Thuram 
and England international Jadon San-
cho both called for justice for Floyd after 
scoring in Germany’s Bundesliga.

The migrant hero India re-
jects rumours that he is 

planning to join any political 
party Bollywood actor Sonu 
Sood, who has been hailed 
as a real-life superhero on 
account of his humanitarian 
work involving thousands 
of migrant Indian labourers 
during the COVID-19 out-
break, has slammed rumours 
that he is harbouring politi-
cal ambitions.

His good deeds are not a 
foundation to build a career 
in Indian politics, or a step-
ping stone for him to join the 
BJP, the actor said.

“I have no interest in 
politics. I have been offered 
to join politics, but I am not 
even interested in it even one 
per cent. I am very happy be-
ing an actor. I am doing very 
well for myself in the acting 
profession. I am not going to 
join politics,” said Sood in an 
exclusive interview with Gulf 
News.

Sood is emerging as Bol-
lywood’s most active celebri-
ties in helping thousands of 
migrant workers reach their 

native states in India. The 
Happy New Year actor en-
sured that private buses cart-
ing poor migrant labourers in 
Maharashtra was arranged at 
a time when thousands were 
walking to their villages, 
starving.

The actor also shot down 
allegation that his charitable 
works were running smooth-
ly and bolstered by the sup-
port he’s getting from the BJP.

“Every state has differ-
ent governments and we are 
seeking permissions from 
each state ... These allega-
tions are not upsetting me. 
All I care is that people are 
calling me from everywhere 
and thanking me. That’s my 
biggest gift. I have no interest 
in joining politics,” said Sood.

Even in the UAE, there 
are stranded Indians who are 
seeking Sood’s help by tweet-
ing to him on social media. 
The actor has also set up a 
toll free number to stream-
line the distress calls.

“I haven’t slept for four 
days ... Each hour that I sleep 
means that I miss out on 

those needing my help,” said 
Sood. The night before he had 
sent 1,000 migrants to Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar by train 
from Thane station.

The ‘Simmba’ actor has 
stepped up in a robust way to 
help thousands of migrant la-
bourers who are jobless and 
starving by arranging trans-
port and food for them.

His humanitarian work 
has put him in the spotlight 
as India hails him as the new 
‘superhero’ from reel-life.

Sood also met with the 
governor of Maharashtra re-
cently, fuelling reports that 
he intends to join politics.

But the actor maintained 
that the meeting was a good 
will gesture directed at ap-
preciating Sood’s untiring 
efforts.


