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SummitTIMES
Third consecutive day with 
no Covid deaths in Sikkim

summit rEport
gAngtok, 04 Jul: 

While daily cases continue 
to come in three-digits, 

Sikkim is being allowed some 
respite from covid-19 with the 
latest update informing that 
that the State has now gone 
three straight days without a 
covid fatality. this is signif-
icant because in the 72 days 
that the second wave has bru-
talised Sikkim, the State has 
seen 172 deaths, averaging 
more than two lives lost of 
novel coronavirus every day.

hopefully, this record will 
continue and not get jinxed.

over these three days on no 
covid deaths, Sikkim recorded 
a total of 465 new cases, and a 
marginally higher number of 
recoveries at 471.

as per the daily Report of 
covid-19 in Sikkim released by 
the integrated disease Surveil-
lance programme of the health 

department at 8am, Sunday, 
133 more formerly covid-pos-
itive people made full recover-
ies and were discharged from 
facility and home isolation in 
the past 24 hours.

the count of daily cases 
was higher than the recoveries 
today with 176 new cases be-
ing detected over the same pe-
riod. The number of confirmed 
cases of covid reported in the 
State now stands at 21,131.

the best piece of informa-
tion in the daily report is con-
firmation that no one died due 
to covid in Sikkim in the past 
24 hours and the State’s covid 
death toll continues to hold at 
308.

meanwhile, the 176 new 
cases were picked up from the 
testing of 1,367 samples col-
lected on Saturday giving Sik-
kim a daily test positivity rate 
of 12.8%.

South Sikkim topped the 

list of new cases again today 
with 87 cases registered there 
while 58 new cases were re-
ported in east district and 31 
in West district.

While 99 of the new cases 
were detected in Rt-pcR test-
ing of 560 samples, 76 more 

persons were found positive 
in rapid antigen testing of 802 
samples and one more case 
was reported in trunat testing 
of five samples. 

What is also reassuring to 
learn is that there were only 3 
new hospitalisations of covid 

patients. of the 2,101 active 
cases of covid in Sikkim, only 
83 have symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitalisa-
tion. Of these, five patients are 
admitted in the icu at Stnm 
hospital and three at the icu 
at central Referral hospital.

CISCE reduces Class 10, 12 
syllabus for 2022 Exams

New Delhi, 04 Jul [NDTV]: the council for the 
Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE) has 
reduced the syllabus of class 10 and class 12 for the 
2022 exams. considering the struggle to cope with 
the disruption in educational activities brought 
about due to extended lockdowns in the country, 
ciSce, the board which conducts the icSe class 
10th and iSc class 12th annual exams, has reduced 
the syllabi of english and indian languages for icSe 
and iSc 2022 exams.

however, the council has also said that it is car-
rying out syllabus reduction in several other sub-
jects at the icSe and iSc levels, in consultation with 
its subject experts, without compromising on the 
quality of content.

“..ciSce has initiated the process of syllabus re-
view for various subjects at the icSe and iSc levels 
specifically for Classes 10 and 12, for the Examina-
tion year 2022, to identify portions of the syllabus 
which may be reduced, without compromising on 
the quality of content,” said gerry arathoon, chief 
executive and Secretary, ciSce in a statement is-
sued to the heads of all affiliated schools.

Students can access the revised syllabus for the 
2022 exams on the official website of CISCE -- cisce.
org and check the Regulations and Syllabuses link 
under icSe and iSc tabs.

“in the eventuality of the need for further re-
duction in the syllabus, it is imperative that the 
concerned subject teachers transact the syllabus 
strictly according to the sequence of topics given in 
the syllabus. This will ensure that all CISCE affiliat-
ed schools are broadly teaching the same topics at 
any given point of time as well as facilitate subse-
quent reduction in syllabus, if required,” the ciSce 
statement added.

the council, this year, had to cancel the class 
10 and class 12 exams in view of the pandemic and 
considering the safety of the students. ciSce will 
use internal assessment marks, past performance 
to arrive at the icSe 10th and iSc 12th results.

skm has destroyed Assembly’s dignity, 
Chamling on why he has stayed away

summit rEport
Gangtok, 04 Jul:

Sikkim democrat-
ic front president, 

pawan chamling, has 
reiterated his allega-
tion that the Sikkim 
krantikari morcha has 
“destroyed” the sanc-
tity and dignity of the 
legislative assembly by 
“hiring goons” to heckle 
him from the galleries 
and lining up legislators 
in the house to shout 
down his comments. mr 
chamling said this in 
his weekly facebook ru-
minations posted every 
Sunday in response to a 
query posed to him. to-
day, he was responding 
to the query on why he 
has not been attending 
the assembly sessions, 
something that Skm has 

also questioned.
mr chamling explains 

that the reason he has at-
tended only two sessions 
was because of the heck-
ling he was targeted with 
from the guest’s gallery of 
the assembly and of how 
those who lowered the 
dignity of the assembly 
were never held account-
able for their conduct.

in this regard, mr 
chamling also comments 
that this failure to hold 
the perpetrators to ac-
count is best understood 
by the fact that Sikkim 
police and several oth-
er government servants 
are behaving like Skm 
party-workers instead of 
conducting themselves 
as public servants.

“ Remember, govern-
ment employees must be 

loyal to the government, 
not the ruling party,” he 
writes.

mr chamling also 
elaborates that his avoid-
ing the assembly sessions 
was not out of worry for 
his personal safety, but be-
cause he does not want the 
dignity of the assembly to 
be sullied any further.

“...let me say this, the 
Skm party questioning 
my absence in the as-
sembly is like a man in-
viting people to his house 
with unchained rabid 
dogs loitering in the com-
pound. i am more wor-
ried about the sanctity of 
the house than about my 
personal safety. i ask the 
government to recognise  
the sacrosanct status of 
the Sla and keep it away 
from the reach of goons. 

they don’t have to worry 
much about my absence 
now. i will be there when 
I see fit,” he writes.

mr chamling also 
recounts the incident 
when he was heckled, 
the follow-up action [of 
the lack thereof], and his 
party boycotting the ini-
tial assembly sessions to 
register its protest of pS 
tamang becoming chief 
minister. Sdf is con-
vinced that mr tamang 
was ineligible to become 
a public representative 
and contest the election 
when was sworn in as cm 
and mr chamling has al-
leged that he “came from 
the backdoor to become 
Sikkim’s chief minister.”

the Sdf president 
also details all the sug-
gestions and offers he 

has made to the State 
government when it 
comes to the covid sit-
uation and rues that all 
of these were ignored, 
bringing Sikkim to the 
present situation.

“the Sikkim media 
kept quiet about it. Sik-
kim civil society didn’t 
utter a word.  What does 
it show? it shows that 
the people’s freedom of 
speech and press free-
dom has been curtailed. 
there is no democra-
cy inside the assembly 
and outside the assem-
bly. people are afraid to 
speak. they are losing 
confidence. The happi-
ness  index is now worst 
in the country where 
Sikkim was the happiest 
state in india,” he also 
writes.

India records 43,071 new 
COVID-19 cases, 955 deaths

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI): 
india saw a single-day 
rise of 43,071 covid-19 
infections, which took 
the tally of cases to 
3,05,45,433, while ac-
tive cases have declined 
to 4,85,350, according 
to union health ministry 
data updated on Sunday.
the death toll has 
climbed to 4,02,005 with 
955 more fatalities, the 
data updated at 8 am 
showed.

the active cases 
have further declined to 
4,85,350 and comprise 
1.59 per cent of the total 
infections, while the na-
tional covid-19 recov-
ery rate has improved to 
97.09 per cent, the min-
istry said.

it said active cases 
have declined by 10,183 

in a span of 24 hours.
the data stated that 

18,38,490 tests were 
conducted on Saturday, 
taking the total cumu-
lative tests conducted 
so far for detection of 
covid-19 in the country 
to 41,82,54,953.

the daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 2.34 
per cent. it has been less 
than five per cent for 27 
consecutive days, the 
ministry said, adding 
that the weekly positivity 
rate has declined to 2.44 
per cent.

Recoveries continue 
to outnumber daily new 
cases for 52 consecutive 
days.

the number of peo-
ple who have recuperat-
ed from the disease has 
increased to 2,96,58,078, 

while the case fatality 
rate has risen to 1.32 per 
cent, the data stated.

cumulative vaccine 
doses administered so 
far has reached 35.12 
crore under nationwide 
covid vaccination drive.

india’s covid-19 tal-
ly had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on august 7, 
30 lakh on august 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and 
50 lakh on September 16.

it went past 60 lakh 
on September 28, 70 lakh 

on october 11, crossed 80 
lakh on october 29, 90 
lakh on november 20 and 
surpassed the one-crore 
mark on december 19.

india crossed two 
crore cases on may 4 and 
three crore on June 23.

Covid third wave may see half 
the cases reported during 

2nd surge: Top expert
New Delhi, 04 Jul 
[PTI]: the third wave 
of coronavirus could hit 
the peak between octo-
ber-november if covid 
appropriate behaviour 
is not followed, but may 
see half the daily cases 
recorded during the sec-
ond surge, according to a 
scientist of a government 
panel tasked with model-
ling of covid-19 cases.

he, however, said the 
third wave could spread 
faster if any new virulent 
variant emerges.

manindra agarwal, 
involved in the “Sutra 
model” or the mathemat-
ical projection of trajec-
tory of covid-19, also 
said the model has three 
scenarios--optimistic, 
intermediate and pessi-
mistic--for the prediction 
of the third wave.

the department of 
Science and technolo-
gy had last year formed 
the panel to forecast the 
surge of coronavirus cas-
es using mathematical 
models.

the panel had also 
received flak for not pre-
dicting the exact nature 
of the second wave of 
covid.

mr agarwal, who is 
part of the three-mem-
ber panel, said loss of im-
munity, effects of vacci-
nation and possibility of 
a more virulent variant, 
have been factored while 
predicting the third 
wave, something which 
was not done during 
modelling the second 
wave. 

“We have created 
three scenarios. one is 
“optimistic” one. in this, 
we assume that life goes 
back to normal by au-
gust, and there is no new 
mutant. Second is “inter-
mediate” one. in this, we 
assume that vaccination 
is 20 per cent less effec-
tive in addition to opti-
mistic scenario assump-
tions.

“third is “pessimist”’ 
one. this has one as-
sumption different from 
intermediate one: a new, 
25 per cent more infec-
tious mutant spreads in 
August (it is not delta+, 
which is not more infec-
tious than delta),” he said 
in a series of tweets.

according to the 
graph shared by mr 
agarwal, the second 
wave is likely to plateau 
by mid-august, and the 
third wave could reach 
its peak between october 
and november.

in case of the “pes-
simistic” scenario, the 
third wave could see 
cases rise up between 
1,50,000 to 2,00,000 in 
the country, the scientist 
noted.

The figure is less than 
half of what was record-
ed when the deadly sec-
ond wave had hit its peak 
in the first half of May, 
flooding hospitals with 
patients and claiming 
thousands of lives daily.

on may 7, india 
had recorded 4,14,188 
covid-19 cases.

...turn Pg2...turn Pg2
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“if a new mutant comes, the third wave could spread rapidly, but it will be half 
of what the second wave was. delta variant is infecting people who were infected 
with a different variant. So this has been taken into consideration,” agarwal said.

he said as vaccination progresses, the possibility of a third or fourth wave will 
be less.

“in case of an “optimistic” scenario, the daily cases could be in the range of 
50,000 to 1,00,000. In case of the intermediate scenario (if it is assumed that vacci-
nation is 20 per cent less effective, in addition to optimistic scenario assumptions), 
the cases could be in the range of 50,000 to 1,00,000, but more than the optimistic 
scenario,” the panel member noted.

m vidyasagar, scientist at iit-hyderabad, who is also involved in modelling of 
covid cases, said hospitalisation could be less during the third wave.

he cited the example of the uk where in January more than 60,000 cases were 
reported with daily deaths touching 1,200. however, during the fourth wave, the 
number dropped to 21,000 cases and just 14 deaths.

“vaccination played a major role in bringing down the cases that needed hos-
pitalisation in the uk. this has been factored while coming out with the three sce-
narios,” mr vidyasagar told pti.

the government has been emphasising on vaccination as the fear of the third 
wave looms.

mr agarwal also explained the reasons behind the delay in coming out with an 
analysis for the third wave.

“it took us a while to do the analysis for three reasons. first, loss of immunity 
in recovered population. Second, vaccination induced immunity. each of these two 
(factors) need to be estimated for future.

“and third, how to incorporate these two factors in the Sutra model. fortunate-
ly, it turned out that both can be incorporated by suitably changing contact rate 
and reach parameters. So that takes care of the third factor. The first two factors 
required detailed analysis,” he tweeted.

“contact rate” is how fast the infection spreads and “reach parameter” is the 
percentage of population the pandemic is active in.

mr agarwal added that his team went through studies done in the past on loss 
of immunity while making the Sutra model.

“Similarly, we also looked at the projected vaccination rate over the next few 
months, including the effects of vaccine-hesitancy, and arrived at month-wise esti-
mates for vaccination,” he said.

Covid third wave may see half....

8 BJp leaders seek recounting in 
Bengal, approach Calcutta High Court

Kolkata, 04 Jul: the 
calcutta high court will 
hear on monday the 
pleas of two Bharati-
ya Janata party leaders 
seeking a review of the 
results of the recent-
ly-held assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal in 
their respective constit-
uencies.
at least eight leaders of 
the BJp moved the cal-
cutta high court seek-
ing recounting of the 
votes.

kalyan chaubey, who 
lost the recent assembly 
election from the 167 
maniktola assembly 
constituency told ani, 
“I have filed a petition 
in the calcutta high 
court, requesting it to 
conduct re-counting of 
votes. 167 maniktola is 
my assembly constit-
uency. there was vio-
lence during elections. 
there were attacks on 
me twice on polling day. 
everything is on record. 
on the counting day, 
there were many unau-
thorised polling agents 
of the tmc were pres-
ent in large numbers at 
counting booths. i had 
submitted written com-
plaints both to the state 
election commission 
and returning officer. 
on the basis of these 
complaints, I have filed 

a petition in the calcutta 
high court urging it to 
consider re-counting.”

the development 
has come days after 
West Bengal chief min-
ister mamata Banerjee 
moved the high court 
seeking a recount for 
the nandigram assem-
bly constituency, where 
she lost to BJp leader 
Suvendu adhikari.

“8 BJp leaders moved 
to hc seeking a review 
of results (West Ben-
gal assembly polls 
2021) in their respec-
tive constituencies. 
many of them have got 
listed on monday,” he 
added.

BJp candidate Soujit 
Singha who lost the re-
cent assembly election 
of Jalpaiguri constitu-
ency to the tmc can-
didate, has also sought 
a review of the results. 
Singha expressed con-
fidence that if re-count-
ing is conducted the 
results shall be totally 
different.

Speaking to ani, 
mr Singha said, “i just 
want the re-counting 
should take place. i 
am 100 per cent sure 
that if recounting will 
be done then results 
will be totally differ-
ent.”

“i won just 941 

votes. after the results 
were declared, every-
one kept on asking the 
same thing that how did 
this happen, many peo-
ple had doubts about 
the results. on the day 
of polling, many people 
gheraoed a vehicle from 
where three evms were 
recovered. this raises 
suspicion. during count-
ing, when there were 50 
BJp workers allowed 
at the counting booth 
but more than 100 tmc 
workers were allowed,” 
said Singha.

he further said, “the 
counting was conduct-
ed in four rooms and 16 
rounds. i was leading in 
the first round of count-
ing itself, but then sud-
denly i started trailing 
suddenly and the op-

ponent tmc candidate 
was given a lead by over 
1000 votes which is ev-
ident that the pace of 
counting and the votes 
by which the tmc can-
didates were given a 
lead did not match.”

“then i wrote a let-
ter to the returning 
officer (RO) and asked 
him that he conducts 
the re-counting of at 
least the last round of 
one room. if everything 
comes out to be fine, i 
will accept my defeat. 
and if there is even a 
small degree of doubt 
then the entire count-
ing should be con-
ducted again. But the 
Ro dismissed my plea. 
then i was not left 
with any other option 
but to knock on the 

doors of calcutta high 
court where i filed an 
election petition. now 
the court will decide 
whether there is a need 
for re-counting or not,” 
he added.

BJp leader Biswa-
nath Banerjee who lost 
the recent assembly 
election also moved to 
the calcutta high court 
seeking a review of the 
results

“i’ve filed a petition 
in high court seeking 
recounting of votes 
of mahishadal vidhan 
Sabha constituency,” 
mr Banerjee said.

the calcutta high 
court on June 24 re-
served the judgement 
on a plea of West Ben-
gal chief minister ma-
mata Banerjee chal-

lenging nandigram 
election results. the 
election commission 
had declared BJp’’s Su-
vendu adhikari the 
winner in the fiercely 
contested election for 
the nandigram constit-
uency.

after her defeat in 
nandigram, mamata Ba-
nerjee alleged that the 
Returning Officer of the 
assembly seat had said 
that he was threatened 
against recounting of 
votes.

despite Banerjee los-
ing the seat to adhikari, 
who was once her close 
aide, the tmc registered 
a landslide victory in 
polls winning 213 seats 
in the 294-member 
West Bengal assembly. 
While the BJp lost the 
polls but emerged as 
the second-largest party 
with 77 seats.

the trinamool con-
gress (TMC) even wrote 
to the chief electoral of-
ficer (CEO), West Ben-
gal seeking “immediate 
re-counting of votes and 
postal ballots” in the 
nandigram constituen-
cy, but recounting was 
refused for reasons un-
known.

“Such refusal is bad 
in law and coloured. We 
demand an immediate 
recounting of nandi-

gram ac 210 to pre-
serve the sanctity of the 
electoral process,” the 
tmc had said in a letter 
to the CEO. (ANI)

on June 20, BJp West 
Bengal state president 
dilip ghosh had said 
that the saffron camp 
will also move the court 
demanding recounting 
in 50 seats where the 
BJp got defeated in less-
er margins, shortly after 
tmc supremo mamata 
Banerjee moved calcut-
ta high court challeng-
ing the result of nandi-
gram assembly constit-
uency.

earlier, tmc can-
didates of Bonga-
on (South), Moyna, 
Balarampur and goghat 
had also filed cases in 
calcutta high court, 
demanding recounting 
from those seats as they 
also believe that the 
BJp used unscrupulous 
methods in those seats 
as well.

mamata Baner-
jee-led trinamool con-
gress won 213 seats in 
the West Bengal assem-
bly elections that con-
cluded last month. the 
Bharatiya Janata party 
garnered 77 seats in the 
294-seat state assembly.
the results of the as-
sembly elections were 
declared on may 2.

as Delhi unlocks, sports 
complexes reopen Monday, 

multiplexes stay shut
New DelhI, 04 Jul 
[NDTV]: delhi en-
ters the sixth phase 
of the easing of covid 
lockdown tomorrow 
with stadiums and 
sports complexes 
reopening, although 
they still won’t al-
low spectators. cin-
ema halls, multiplex-
es, and swimming 
pools, however, will 
remain shut.

chief minister 
arvind kejriwal’s gov-
ernment today issued or-
ders allowing the sports 
facilities to function nor-
mally. earlier, stadiums 
and sports complexes 
were opened up for 
those training for nation-
al and international com-
petitions or to hold such 
events.

now the government 
has opened them up on a 
regular basis, but with-
out spectators.

there will be 
strict adherence to 
standard operating 
procedure and other 
guidelines of the gov-
ernment, and com-
pliance of covid-ap-
propriate behaviour, 
the delhi disaster 
management au-

thority (DDMA) said.
Spas, schools and 

colleges, social, politi-
cal, cultural, religious, 
and other such gath-
erings will remain 
prohibited, its order 
has stated, according 
to a pti report. del-
hi metro trains and 
public transport bus-
es will continue to 
operate with 50 per-
cent seating capacity, 
it said.

last week, the 
ddma allowed the 
opening of gyms 
and yoga institutes, 
allowing them to 
function at half their 
capacity, while wed-
dings at banquet and 
halls and hotels were 
okayed at 50 per 
cent attendance.

from June 14, 
shops, malls, and 
restaurants had been 
allowed to function 
in the city with covid 
numbers dropping 
to a three-month 
low. Weekly bazaars, 
too, were opened 
up then with up to 
50 per cent vendors 
and only one market 
functioning in each 
municipal zone ev-

ery day.
however, two 

markets -- punjabi 
Basti and nangloi’s 
Janata market -- 
were yesterday or-
dered shut till July 6 
for not following the 
health protocol.

delhi was under a 
complete lockdown 
from april 19 to may 
30, following which 
it has been opening 
up in a phased man-
ner.

the city was one 
of the worst affect-
ed during the dead-
ly second wave of the 
pandemic earlier this 
year which saw a huge 
number of fatalities and 
hospitalisation. the un-
precedented surge led 
to a virtual breakdown 
of the health infrastruc-
ture with hospitals big 
and small crumbling 
under pressure.

a lack of resources 
like drugs, beds, person-
nel, and, most impor-
tantly, oxygen, ensued, 
throwing up nightmar-
ish conditions for the 
administration, health 
professionals, and pa-
tients and their rel-
atives.

Kolkata idol maker becomes first to send 
fiberglass Durga idol overseas amid Covid

Kolkata, 04 Jul: 
an idol maker from 
kolkata’s kumartuli 
sent a fiberglass idol 
of goddess durga to 
germany and new 
Jersey becoming the 
first artisan in the 
region to send his 
artwork overseas 
amid the covid-19 
outbreak.
mintu pal, popular 
clay modeller, spoke 
to ani and said that 
every year durga 
idol of fiberglass is 
sent abroad from 
kumartuli of kolk-
ata, ahead of the an-
nual durga puja fes-
tival. “this year also i 
have got two orders: 
one went to new Jer-
sey and one is ready 
to go to Berlin, ger-
many,” he said.

the cost of the 
idol is over ₹ 1.5 
lakh, said the clay 
modeller.

“this idol is made 
completely of fiber 
glass. it will be trans-
ported from india to 
germany via ship 
and it will take about 
2 months to reach,” 

mr pal said.
he further in-

formed that the or-
ders for these idols 
were received in Jan-
uary and it took two 
months to make it.

due to the 
covid-19 pandemic, 
the artist said that 
fewer orders were 
received. “this 
year, there were 
orders for small 
idols instead of 
bigger ones,” said 
mr pal.

every year, the 
artist claims to send 
6-8 durga idols 
abroad. “last year 
also i have sent 
five Durga idols to 
foreign countries 
during the pandem-
ic. my idols have 
gone to Switzerland, 
united kingdom, 
uSa, france, Beijing 
so far,” he said.

months ahead of 
the festival, there 
seems to lack of en-
thusiasm among 
people, he believes.

“the people of the 
puja committee are 
not excited in view 

of the current situa-
tion of the pandemic 
across the conutry, 
but there is enthu-
siasm in foreign 
countries. We are 
hoping that the sit-
uation will improve 
at least after some-
time, as the puja is 

still months away,” 
pal said.

nilam pal, an-
other clay modeller 
said that they have 
barely received any 
order as people are 
not stepping out 
due to the fear of the 
covid-19 pandem-

ic. “We have taken a 
risk and made 15-16 
idols in advance in 
case someone shows 
up,” he said.

this year, durga 
puja will commence 
on october 11 and 
extend till october 
15.
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Journos celebrate “Adi-patrakar” pastor 

ganga prasad pradhan’s birth anniv
summit rEport
Gangtok, 04 Jul: 

Journalist union of 
Sikkim [JuS] cel-

ebrated the 170th 
birth anniversary of 
padri [pastor] gan-
ga prasad pradhan 
here on Sunday. pa-
dri ganga prasad 
pradhan was born 
in 1851 in kath-
mandu and was 
the first ordained 
nepali christian 
pastor, main trans-
lator of the nepali 
Bible, co-author of 
an english-nepali 
dictionary and au-
thor of children’s 
textbooks in nepali. 
he was also editor 

of gorkhey khabar 
kagat, a monthly 
magazine, from 1901 
to his death in 1932.

the program, 
which was chaired 
by senior journal-
ist nita nirash and 
JuS president Bhim 
Rawat, was attended 
by union members. 
pastor ganga prasad 
pradhan, apart from 
his proselytizing 
work, is remem-
bered as the first 
gorkha journalist.

a JuS press re-
lease issued by its 
general secretary, 
Sujal pradhan, in-
forms that the JuS 
president spoke 

briefly on the life of 
padri ganga prasad 
pradhan. 

“We should not 
forget that padri 
ganga prasad prad-
han gave birth to 

gorkha journalism 
in the region,” mr 
Rawat highlighted.

likewise, ms 
nirash urged the 
younger generation 
to come forward for 

the further preser-
vation and devel-
opment of language 
and literature. the 
programme was 
conducted by prabin 
khaling.

Twins bag Rs. 50 lakh pay 
package each in SRM Univer-

sity AP campus selections

summit rEport
Gangtok, 04 Jul:

twins Saptarshi 
and Rajarshi 

majumdar, students 
of SRm university, 
andhra pradesh, re-
ceived a pay pack of 
₹ 50 lakh per annum 
each with pvp inc, a 

strategic partner of 
google Japan, a press 
release informs. 
they were select-
ed during a cam-
pus placement pro-
gramme and have 
bagged the highest 
pay package for 
students graduat-

ing from andhra 
pradesh so far. 
Saptarshi and Rajar-
shi are from the first 
batch of engineering 
students of SRm uni-
versity – ap campus. 
the university on 
Saturday felicitated 
the twins.Air india passenger seeks 

damages over data breach
New DelhI, Jul 
4 (PTI): an air in-
dia passenger has 
sought damages 
from the airline af-
ter the recent leak of 
personal data of 4.5 
million passengers 
including hers and 
her husband’s.
a legal notice was 
sent to air india 
management on 
Sunday by Ritika 
handoo in which she 
said that the airline 
informed her about 
the breach on June 1, 
her lawyer said.

terming the 
breach as a violation 
of her “right to be 
forgotten and infor-
mational autonomy”, 
she sought a com-
pensation of Rs 30 
lakh.

air india’s pas-
senger service sys-
tem provider Sita 
faced a sophisticat-
ed cyberattack in 
february this year 
leading to the leak of 
personal data of 4.5 
million passengers 
-- which included 
passengers of the na-
tional carrier -- from 
across the world, the 
email sent by the 
carrier said.

the breach in-
volved personal data 
registered between 
august 26, 2011 and 

february 20, 2021, 
with details that in-
cluded name, date 
of birth, contact in-
formation, passport 
information, ticket 
information, Star al-
liance and air india 
frequent passenger 
data (but no pass-
words data were 
affected) as well as 
credit cards data.

“however, in re-
spect of this last 
type of data, cvv/
cvc numbers are 
not held by our data 
processor, the email 
said.

handoo, a del-
hi-based journalist, 
in her notice to air 
india accused it of 
“knowingly, inten-
tionally and deliber-
ately leaking the per-
sonal data and for 

breach of sensitive 
information.

Noticees (Air In-
dia) are the guilty 
of leaking the sensi-
tive information and 
personal data of my 
client.

my client was 
shocked and 
alarmed to learn the 
recent security lapse 
of you the noticees 
that has led to a mas-
sive personal data 
breach that includes 
sensitive personal 
information and per-
sonal data thereby, 
making my client’s 
personal data open 
to exploitation, the 
notice sent through 
advocate ashwani 
kumar dubey said.

Referring to chap-
ter vii of the compa-
ny’s customer care 

data privacy policy, 
the notice said that it 
clearly provides that 
all customers retain 
control over their 
data/information to 
the extent possible 
so as to change the 
personal informa-
tion in your records 
except in exception-
al circumstances 
where it’s a law and 
order issue.

now that my cli-
ent does not have 
any control over per-
sonal information as 
the same is stolen, it 
violates my client’s 
right to privacy and 
right to be forgotten 
as this loss of control 
over his personal 
data has led to a loss 
of my client’s infor-
mational autonomy, 
which is guaranteed 

as a fundamental 
right by the Supreme 
court in Justice k.S. 
Puttuswamy (Retd.) 
& anr. vs. union of 
india & ors, the no-
tice said.

data of 4.5 million 
passengers -- which 
includes air india’s 
passengers -- across 
the world has been “af-
fected” due to the cy-
berattack on Sita, the 
statement said. Sita is 
based out of geneva in 
Switzerland.

“air india would 
like to inform its val-
ued customers that 
its passenger service 
system provider has 
informed about a so-
phisticated cyber-at-
tack it was subjected 
to in the last week of 
february 2021,” the 
airline had said.

Assam Cm to meet muslim intellectuals for talks on 2-child policy
Guwahati, 04 Jul 
[NDTV]: chief min-
ister himanta Biswa 
Sarma will interact 
with intellectuals 
from the muslim com-
munity in assam to-
morrow on the need 
for a two-child policy.

mr Sarma, who 
took charge as chief 
minister in may, has 
been advocating a 
two-child norm for 
the muslim commu-

nity in the state, ar-
guing that it will help 
ensure proper allo-
cation of resources 
and tackle poverty in 
the community.

In an official re-
lease the state gov-
ernment stated, “an 
interactive session, 
‘alaap aru alocha-
na’ (meaning talks 
and discussion) by 
the chief minister 
with intellectuals 

and leading persons 
of minority commu-
nity will be held on 
Sunday at assam 
administrative Staff 
college, khanapara.”

chandra mohan 
patowary, state min-
ister for Welfare of 
minorities, will also 
be present at the in-
teractive session.

mr Sarma had 
said in an earlier 
meeting that mus-

lims account for 34 
per cent of the 3.12 
crore population of 
assam, and that 4 per 
cent of the muslims in 
the state are assamese 
muslims while the 
remaining are most-
ly Bengali-speaking 
muslims. the BJp-led 
government in assam 
had earlier proposed 
formation of a devel-
opment board for indi-
genious muslims com-

munities goria, moria, 
deshi and Jolah.

Responding to a 
query on eviction 
drives in the state, 
the chief minister 
said last month that 
unless assam adopts 
a two-child policy, 
especially for the mi-
nority community, 
it will always have 
a dearth of land, job 
and other opportu-
nities.

swimmer sajan prakash says self belief 
and shutting down non-sense helped him
New DelhI, 04 
Jul [PTI]: one of 
india’s top swim-
mers, Sajan prakash 
says shutting down 
all the “nonsense” 
around him and self 
belief and having a 
great support sys-
tem were key to his 
dream comeback 
and he is aiming to 
compete in the finals 
of the upcoming to-
kyo games. 

the keralaite 
was laid low by a 
career-threatening 
neck injury in 2019 
and the covid-19 
induced lockdown 
only made it more 
challenging for him 
to qualify for the 
olympics as the 
pools remained 
close for long. how-
ever, the 27-year-
old clocked 1:56:38 
seconds in the men’s 
200m butterfly 
event in Rome to be-
come the first ever 
indian swimmer to 
earn a direct olym-
pic qualification.

“there were 
many comments, 
even before the lock-
down that i was old 
and am not getting 
any improvements,” 
Sajan said in a virtu-
al interaction organ-
ised by Sai. 

“keeping all that 
aside, i think the im-
portant thing was 
the support system 
believed in me. my 
friends backed me 
and i didn’t lose 
hope in myself. i’m 
27-year-old and a 
swimming event like 
this needs a lot of 
confidence in you.” 

“it’s all the work 
we did and we tried 
to stay focussed on 
our goal and sticking 
towards our busi-
ness and not letting 
any nonsense come 
inside. With that we 

could achieve it,” he 
said. 

asked about a re-
alistic target at the 
games, he said, “i 
would say cut down 
another 0.5 seconds 
and it’s possible in 
this case and that 
will take me 1:55:8, 
something that will 
surely get me into 
the semi-finals, and 
maybe towards the 
final as well.” 

Sajan said he’s 
working on the turns 
and trying to cov-
er more distance in 
one-stroke so as to 
cut down the timing. 

“exactly we have 
20 days for the 
meet. We have done 
all the work before 
the qualifications, 
it’s about work-
ing on small things. 
i’m working on the 
turns, increasing 
more distance on 
that one stroke so 
that i reach the wall 
quicker and turn. 

“i’m increasing on 
some speed because 
i lack the front hand 
speed. I’m confident 
to cut down some 
more time so that will 
give me a chance to 
be in the semi-finals 
and maybe in the fi-
nal as well,” he said. 

Sajan first had 
signs of the neck in-
jury during the side-
lines of the World 
championships in 
gwangju in July 2019 
but it was only at the 
nepal South asian 
games in december, 
scans revealed a slip 
disc on his neck’s c4, 
c5 and c6 bones. 

Rehab followed 
and his recovery was 
hit hard by the lock-
down as he could not 
get into the pool after 
shifting to thailand. 

forget breach-
ing the olympic a 
qualification mark 

of 1:56:48 seconds, 
it was tough to man-
age even a stroke in 
the trickiest butter-
fly that requires im-
mense muscle power 
and skill, but he kept 
at it without paying 
heed to the criticism 
around him. 

“i had to basically 
start everything from 
scratch. i had to work 
on basics so looking 
to qualify for anoth-
er olympics with an 
a cut, that wasn’t the 
right thing to do and 
we had to run very 
short of time,” he re-
called. 

“We worked on 
small small things go-
ing step by step, and 
with my own dedica-
tion, and of my coach, 
today i’ve made it.” 

after Sajan, Sri-
hari nataraj also 
achieved a direct 
qualification, when 
the 20-year-old 
clocked 53.77 sec-
onds in the men’s 
100m backstroke 
in Rome to make the 
cut. 

india will also 
have a third swim-
mer, maana patel 
who has made the 
cut through the uni-
versality quota’ as 
for the first time In-
dia will send three 
members to take 
part in the Summer 
games. 

Sajan says lack of 
opportunity is the 
biggest hurdle for 
indians’ progress. 

“as for as the in-
dian swimmers are 
concerned, they 
don’t lack in talent 
but they don’t have 
the opportunity to 
be consistent. We 
just have two com-
petitions in our se-
nior swimmers and 
that’s not enough to 
go and test yourself 
all the time.”
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An Emotionless Stirring
...because this merger proposal does 
not meet re-unification criteria

a Darjeeling-based political outfit press-conferenced its 
way back to the headlines with a reiteration of its de-

mand for darjeeling’s merger into Sikkim. the group has 
made headlines with this demands for the past decade and 
more, and every time to the same chorus - no exuberant sup-
port in darjeeling and across-the-board condemnations in 
Sikkim. 

people in the darjeeling hills are still grappling with 
identity issues, their statehood demand and their ever-con-
founding political alignments and it is unlikely that too many 
there take such a merger proposal too seriously because it 
complicates their more passionate extant demands. in Sik-
kim, reactions to a merger proposal have veered to extremes 
– either not taken seriously at all, or dismissed with vehe-
mence. it can be safely vouched that even those who will dis-
cuss the issue here without throwing a fit will consider the 
option only at an academic interest level. there are too many 
things that militate against the proposal. that said, there is 
also the instinctive fear of being swamped [something not 
unique to Sikkim] that has ensured that the demand has nev-
er found any backers of consequence in Sikkim. the demand, 
however, continues to be raised off and on and some com-
ments need to shared on it as well, from time to time.

darjeeling, although just a district/ territorial adminis-
tration, packs in many more people than the entire state of 
Sikkim. its people are also seen as politically smarter [even 
though the continued sway of dictatorial regimes and con-
fused albeit authoritarian decision making would have one 
believe otherwise]. Since democracy is all about numbers, 
Sikkim knows that it will be swamped if a merger is ever 
formalised. the darjeeling hills also subscribe to a more 
aggressive brand of politics, something that tone-deaf state 
and central governments have forced out of them, and Sik-
kim’s penchant for vehicle-burning and stone-throwing po-
litical clashes pale in comparison to the violence which darj 
politics can visit its players. When it comes to politics then, 
darjeeling with its numbers, muscle and reputation can 
prove too overpowering for a Sikkim still trying to find its 
voice in the indian mainstream. 

the darjeeling hills were a part of Sikkim at one time, 
long ago, but history has carved separate identities for the 
two in the nearly two centuries that have lapsed since it was 
severed from Sikkim. darjeeling, for instance, is much older 
as a hill station than gangtok is as the capital of Sikkim. peo-
ple on either side of Rangpo have evolved their own ethos 
which, let’s accept it, beyond the cultural aspects, are not in 
sync with each other. in fact, there is also a strong cynicism 
in how the two people regard each other and while they 
might come together for reality show voting and even emo-
tional support for political demands, a strong sense of mu-
tual distrust also exists. this scepticism that the two people 
harbour about each other also underlines why a Sikkim-dar-
jeeling merger is ill-advised any time soon.

the two regions might have been a composite unit at one 
time, the people, however, were never so because the neigh-
bouring hills were populated after darjeeling was cleaved 
away from Sikkim. this is not a land where people were par-
titioned along with territories [as india and pakistan or West 
and east Bengal]; in this case, the boundaries were carved 
and the people came in later. the emotional strands required 
for ‘reunification’ do not exist and only historical context for 
a geography is not enough to push through a merger. 

all this, of course, applies for the now; what the later fu-
ture holds, no one can say.

What is shared above is obvious to everyone... even those 
who could not be bothered with history or politics. and 
while this obviousness establishes that this demand is not 
moving forward with any bite any time soon, one wonders 
then, why the political parties feel the need to shoot it down 
in the strongest words. part of it could be to divert atten-
tion, part of it could also be to reiterate their commitment 
to “local” protection and may be they are also ideologically 
opposed to the idea, but there has to be more to it since they 
always fall for the instigation and draw a line of defence.

record-Breaking temperatures 
mean We must Change the Way We 
talk About the Climate Emergency

Kamyar razaVI
theconversation.com

new normal. Record-breaking. 
unprecedented.

in recent days, as Western canada 
and the united States have been 
broiling under a climate-fuelled heat 
crisis, all sorts of superlatives have 
been used to describe never-be-
fore-seen temperatures: the British 
columbia community of lytton hit 
a mind-boggling 49.5 c on June 29, 
breaking all-time temperature re-
cords three days in a row.

people are understandably 
shocked and scared by those num-
bers. But should this have come as 
a surprise? no. Scientists have been 
warning about the link between lon-
ger, more intense heat events and 
climate change for over 40 years. 
the language of “normals” and “new 
records” is rapidly becoming mean-
ingless.

But the notion that humani-
ty should have known, or should 
have done something about the 
crisis earlier — that we should be 
ashamed for our lack of inaction — 
is unhelpful for dealing with the cli-
mate crisis.

talking climate
So, what’s a better, more helpful 

approach to communicating climate 
change?

The first thing to do is to spend 
more time talking about climate 
change. there is far too little discus-
sion around this issue in the public 
sphere. global heating is the big-
gest emergency the planet has ever 
faced, but one would not know it 
reading or listening to the news.

last year, stories about climate 
change represented just 0.4 per cent 
of all major u.S. broadcast news cov-
erage. in 2019, it was 0.7 per cent. 
even in the midst of an unprece-
dented heat wave stretching from 
california to yukon, references to 
climate change are few and far be-
tween.

infoRmation deficit model
ironically, one of the biggest 

blind spots has to do with how in-
formation about this issue is shared 
with the public.

the conventional approach re-

lies upon what’s known as the “in-
formation deficit model.” The deficit 
model builds on the assumption 
that people will take action on cli-
mate change if they have more in-
formation about it.

this information-based ap-
proach has shaped all sorts of com-
munication, from public safety ads 
on drinking and driving to news 
reporting about climate and other 
important issues.

unfortunately, the relationship 
between how much people know 
and how they act is not always lin-
ear. feeding more facts to someone 
who is highly politically motivated 
to dismiss climate change will not 
convince them to pay more atten-
tion to the problem.

climate change is a tricky story 
to wrap one’s head around. it can 
feel too big, too scary and too dif-
ficult for any one person to fix. In-
formation, while important, is not 
always enough.

for there to be engagement with 
this subject and, by extension, polit-
ical action, the climate crisis must 
feel personal, relatable, understand-
able and, most importantly, solvable.

charts and graphs — even po-
lar bears — rarely achieve that goal. 
eighty-three per cent of canadians 
agree that the earth is getting warm-
er. But just 47 per cent think climate 
change will harm them personally.

to have people connect on cli-
mate, we need to have more conver-
sations about how people are work-
ing to solve it and how those solu-
tions are improving their quality of 
life where they live. these conver-
sations foist an otherwise abstract, 
intangible and scary subject into the 
realm of the everyday — and make it 
feel solvable.

SolutionS matteR
environmental communicators 

have long pointed to an excessive 
use of fear messaging around cli-
mate change as one of the main 
problems with engaging the public 
on this subject.

the challenge is to pair fear mes-
saging with information about effi-
cacy, namely what people can actu-
ally do to mitigate the fear. the com-

bination of fear and efficacy leads to 
what is known as “danger control,” 
actions to mitigate the danger, as 
opposed to “fear control,” actions to 
shut down the fear.

in the case of covid-19, the 
sense of efficacy was clear: hand 
washing, social distancing, masking. 
With climate change, efficacy infor-
mation is far less obvious, and more 
difficult to act upon.

it’s often argued that the large 
emitters, notably fossil fuel produc-
ers, are the ones that harbour the 
most blame, and are responsible for 
cleaning up the mess. the guardian 
points out that 100 companies are 
responsible for 71 per cent of emis-
sions.

yes, it’s clear the world needs to 
stop burning fossil fuels — oil, gas 
and coal. But to get there, individ-
uals can also set examples of what 
pro-environmental behaviour looks 
like.

it can be as simple as posting 
photos to social media from com-
munity cleanup drives, nature walks 
or posts about any kind of pro-envi-
ronmental behaviour, such as taking 
transit. this form of communica-
tion — as opposed to images that 
promote a high-carbon lifestyle — 
normalizes the urgency, importance 
and possibility of protecting the 
earth.

Some of the most effective com-
municators are tv news meteorolo-
gists, who often have loyal followers. 
more of them are discussing ways 
the climate crisis is being addressed 
where people live.

Seeing iS Believing
most communication around risk, 

builds on the standard of moral in-
junctions — that one should or must 
act to do something, or else. for exam-
ple, a park sign might tell visitors not 
to feed the ducks because human food 
is bad for them. and yet, visitors keep 
feeding the ducks.

instead, communicators should 
rely on “descriptive social norms,” 
descriptions of behaviour that oth-
ers, like them, are already doing and 
benefiting them.

in the united kingdom, a 2015 
campaign urged people to “take 

your litter home, other people do.” 
it was more likely to reduce illegal 
littering than signs that said “please 
keep your park clean by not litter-
ing.”

Solutions, notably in the form 
of stories about people and com-
munities taking action to solve the 
climate crisis, are among the most 
effective ways of communicating the 
emergency.

the national observer‘s “first 
nations forward” series is a great 
example of this type of reporting. 
Story after story details how first 
nations communities in British co-
lumbia are leading the way in the 
transition to a renewable-energy 
future.

mainstream news media outlets, 
like the one i work for, global news, 
are also spending more time on cli-
mate and rethinking how they cover 
it. one recent national story report-
ed on the massive energy transition 
already under way in alberta.

Such stories about change that 
is working send a message that ac-
tion to mitigate the climate crisis by 
ordinary people is doable, normal, 
empowering and desirable. they 
energize and mobilize members of 
the public ready to take action, by 
providing visual examples of who is 
leading the way.

they also move the conversation 
beyond the conventional emphasis 
on skeptics and deniers, and nor-
malize pro-environmental values 
and behaviours for the growing 
number of people who are already 
alarmed or concerned about the cli-
mate emergency.

far from driving the fear narra-
tive, stories of climate solutions un-
lock people’s sense of efficacy and 
agency in the face of impending dan-
ger. in other words, they engage the 
public on climate change by doing 
what all good communication does: 
meeting people where they are at, 
through a mobilizing story.

this is storytelling 101: engag-
ing audiences, not turning them 
away, as most climate reports do.

[the writer is PhD candidate 
in the School of Communica-

tion, Simon Fraser University]

Delta Variant exposes the Flaws of 
Stop-Start Vaccination Programmes

rob reDDIcK
ThecoNVerSaTIoN.com

for many countries, vaccine programmes have 
been one of the great triumphs of the pan-

demic. But in South africa, it’s a very different 
story. to date, fewer than 5% of South africans 
have been vaccinated, and the country is now in 
the grips of another covid-19 surge as the delta 
variant takes hold.

this puts a focus on the country’s vaccination 
failures – of which there have been many, says 
Shabir a madhi, professor of vaccinology at the 
university of Witwatersrand.

South africa didn’t start trying to buy vac-
cine doses until too late and has been towards 
the back of the vaccine queue, which has led to a 
shortage of supplies. it has also struggled to roll 
out the vaccines that it has. in mid-June, a third of 
its supplies still sat unused, a sign of poor logis-
tical planning and that its electronic vaccination 
system had failed to reach all groups across the 
population.

But perhaps South africa’s greatest error was 
with the astraZeneca vaccine, which it stopped 
rolling out on the basis that it didn’t protect well 
against mild to moderate disease caused by the 
beta variant previously dominant in the country. 
despite the World health organization saying 
South africa should continue distributing the jab, 
as it would probably still protect against severe 

disease, the government instead sold 1.5 million 
doses to other african countries.

that decision, which followed a study led by 
professor madhi on the effectiveness of the as-
traZeneca vaccine against the beta variant, now 
looks like a massive error. not using those doses 
has set back South africa’s rollout, and it is now 
facing delta – which the astraZeneca vaccine per-
forms well against – becoming the dominant vari-
ant.

over the past few months, our weekly round-
ups have looked a lot at vaccine hesitancy, pro-
duction bottlenecks and procurement problems. 
But now, South africa has shown that there’s 
another factor that can severely undermine the 
success of vaccine rollout: a government not hav-
ing faith in the products at its disposal. hopefully 
others won’t make the same mistake.

it has become clearer than ever that people 
need to take their second vaccine dose in order to 
minimise their chance of developing covid-19. 
After two doses of either the Pfizer or AstraZen-
eca vaccine, the chances of getting ill or being 
hospitalised aren’t much different today than 
they were when the alpha variant was dominant, 
explains Rebecca aicheler, senior lecturer in im-
munology at cardiff metropolitan university. But 
with only one dose, you’re now much more likely 
to develop covid-19 than before.

and delaying the second vaccine dose, as the 

uk chose to do, was the right move, argues paul 
hunter, professor of medicine at the university 
of east anglia. it allowed the good protection of-
fered by a single shot to be given to more people 
at a time when cases were high and the vulnera-
ble had little protection.

yes, it may have since left single-dosed peo-
ple more exposed to delta, but even without full 
protection, their chances of developing serious 
covid-19 are low after having one jab. the real 
failure of the British government regarding the 
delta variant was in not doing enough to stop it 
coming into the country.

finally, up until now it’s been uk policy that 
your second vaccine dose should be the same as 
your first – but in time, that may change. Early re-
sults from an ongoing study suggest that mixing 
doses – giving people a first made by one manu-
facturer and a second from another – can result 
in better overall immunity, writes tracy hussell, 
professor of inflammatory disease at the Univer-
sity of manchester.

Following AstraZeneca with Pfizer looks to 
be particularly good, leading to high levels of an-
tibodies but also a very strong t-cell response. 
as the uk and other countries start to consider 
booster programmes, it may be that they decide 
to mix up what people get for their third doses.

[the writer is Commissioning Editor, COVID-19]
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Assam, mizoram chief secretaries 
to meet over border issues

New DelhI, 04 Jul: 
assam chief minister hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Saturday said the state 
is striving for an amica-
ble solution to “border 
disputes” with neigh-
bouring states and noted 
that chief secretaries of 
assam and mizoram will 
hold a meeting in the na-
tional capital on July 9.

mr Sarma said at a 
press conference as long 
as the dispute remains, 
there was of a possibility 
of “issues erupting” and it 
needs “mature handling”.

“ u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
arunachal pradesh, me-
ghalaya, nagaland and 
mizoram have border 
disputes with assam. as 

long as this dispute re-
mains, there will be some 
issue that will keep on 
erupting on both sides. 
thus, it needs mature 
handling. We have start-
ed the process of han-
dling the issue. We are 
defending our borders 
very firmly at the same 
time talking to the count-
er states for some amica-
ble solution,” he said.

assam and mizoram 
have a long-pending dis-
pute concerning their 
borders.

the chief minister 
had said earlier that re-
solving border disputes 
among sister states was 
an important objective of 
his government.

Youths protest Kathmandu 
Metropolitan City’s decision to 

erase mural honouring frontliners

Kathmandu, 04 July 
[ K at h m a n d u P o s t ] : 
youths on Sunday staged 
a protest at Bhrikuti-
mandap in the capital 
against the kathmandu 
metropolitan city’s move 
to erase a mural painted 
to honour the covid-19 
frontline workers.

in appreciation of 
their efforts at checking 
the spread of the pan-
demic, four artists had 
painted a mural on the 
wall of an overhead pe-
destrian crossing at Rat-
napark.

the artwork was 
painted by Sangey thin-
ley lama, kipa Sherpa, 
Sumina Shrestha and 
Bishal maharjan. the 
artists had painted the 
mural after getting per-
mission from Ward 28 
of the kathmandu met-
ropolitan city on June 
7. they had completed 
their work in seven days.

But the metropolitan 
office on June 30 white-
washed the mural paint-
ed in appreciation of 
health workers, security 
personnel and other pan-

demic frontline workers, 
saying that the artists 
had not taken permission 
from kathmandu metro-
politan City’s office.

kathmandu metro-
politan city’s decision to 
erase the mural had gar-
nered widespread criti-
cism.

the protesting 
youths on Sunday chant-
ed slogans against the 
kathmandu metropoli-
tan city while demand-
ing mayor Bidya Sundar 
Shakya that the mural be 
repainted.

revised railway service deal with india 
to facilitate Nepal’s trade, officials say

Kathmandu, 04 Jul 
[KathmanduPost]: the 
revision of the 17-year-
old Railway Service 
agreement on Wednes-
day has removed bot-
tlenecks that nepal has 
been facing for long, 
particularly in the im-
port and export of goods 
through the indian rail-
way freight services.
according to the revised 
text of the letter of ex-
change, all authorised 
private container train 
operators (Indian as 
well as Nepali) will be 
able to utilise the indian 
railway network to carry 
freight containers for ne-
pal’s imports or exports, 
ending the monopoly 
of the indian govern-
ment-owned contain-
er corporation of india 
(CONCOR).

“this liberalisation 
will allow market forc-
es to come up in the rail 
container freight seg-
ment in nepal, and is 
likely to reduce transpor-
tation costs in the medi-
um term, benefiting the 
nepali consumer,” a ne-
pali official who was in-
volved in the negotiation 
process with india told 
the post on condition of 
anonymity.

the new agreement 
will come into effect after 
the cabinets of the two 
countries endorse it.

the agreement also 
allows india’s railways 
freight services to bring 
goods to and take goods 
from other border points 
besides Raxaul/Birgunj.

“the scope of the 
present limited cargo 
movement and facili-
ties from various indian 
ports to bordering nepali 
industrial areas has been 
extended by this agree-
ment,” said the officials.

as nepal and india 
are planning to extend 
more cross-border rail-
way networks, experts 
and officials said this 
agreement has opened 
new vistas of coopera-
tion in nepal-india trade 
and transit sectors.

after the revised 
agreement comes into ef-
fect, nepal Railway com-
pany-owned rail/wag-
ons are also authorised 
to operate nepal-bound 
freight (inbound and out-
bound) over the Indian 
Railways network as per 
indian Railway standards 
and procedures. earlier, 
this was only allowed for 
wagons owned by indian 
Railways and concoR.

“the monopoly con-
coR has been enjoying 
since 2014 has ended 
with this revised agree-
ment,” chandra ghimire, 
outgoing secretary at the 
ministry of commerce, 
industry and Supplies, 
told the post. “Since con-
coR was also operating 
for indian companies, it 
paid less attention to our 
side.”

nepali traders have 
long been complaining 
of difficulties in trad-
ing with third countries 
in the absence of time-
ly evaluation and revi-
sion of the Rail Services 
agreement with india.

Rajan Sharma, for-
mer president of nepal 
freight forwarders as-
sociation, said breaking 
the monopoly of con-
coR in railway service is 
good for competitive ser-
vice from railways.

“We had been raising 
the issue of breaking the 
monopoly of concoR for 
more than a decade and 
indian private railway 
companies were also 
asking us to lobby for 

inviting competition in 
railway service for goods 
delivery to and from ne-
pal,” Sharma told the 
post.

According to officials, 
in the absence of an up-
dated agreement, other 
agreements that have 
been signed between the 
two countries could not 
be implemented effec-
tively.

after the agreement 
comes into force, indian 
private operators can 
transport nepal-bound 
cargo from visakhapat-
nam and kolkata ports 
as well as more ports 
allowing nepal to use in-
dian sea ports closer to 
major customs points of 
western and far-western 
nepal for third-country 
trade as per the transit 
treaty between nepal 
and india. at present rail 
cargo can be transported 
only on the kolkata-Rax-
aul/Birgunj route.

“the present railway 
freight or cargo facility 
is only confined to Rax-
aul-Birgunj. We have 
to expand its scope to 
other dry ports and 
industrial corridors of 
nepal like nepalgunj, 
Bhairahawa, Birat-
nagar, kakarvitta and 
other already estab-
lished industrial areas 
and to set up industrial 
hubs,” said ghimire. “if 
we can bring raw ma-
terials through the rail 
instead of trucks, we 
will have abundant raw 
materials that will help 
us achieve fast industri-
alisation.”

the new amendment 
has ensured competitive-
ness among the private 
players too.

“Several indian pri-
vate railways freight 
companies doing busi-

ness within india had 
been offering far cheaper 
service than concoR,” 
the official said. “The end 
of monopoly and ensur-
ing competitiveness is a 
major achievement.”

With the increase in 
trade with other coun-
tries, nepal had been 
demanding there be an 
extension of railway ser-
vices to all the trading 
points across the coun-
try.

“there is now diver-
sification in our existing 
facilities,” a nepali dip-
lomat based in new del-
hi told the post over the 
phone. “the majority of 
our concerns have been 
addressed, now we have 
to scale up our capacity 
for full use of this revised 
agreement.”

the new agreement 
will be more important 
after the planned four 
more railway links be-
tween the two countries 
come into operation. 
these four cross links 
include Jogbani-Birat-
nagar, Rupaidiya-kohal-
pur, new Jalpaiguri-ka-
karbhitta and nautan-
wa-Bhairawaha.

a feasibility study for 
bringing rail up to kath-
mandu from Raxaul, in-
dia is also under consid-
eration.

“We have to add rail 
service to our industrial 
hubs so that we can fer-
ry raw materials from 
indian ports to these 
industrial hubs which 
will cost cheaper than 
by trucks,” said ghimire. 
“We need to address 
these issues in days to 
come for scaling up our 
industrial inputs.

another major take-
away of the revised Rail-
way Service agreement 
is all kinds of wagons 

that can carry freight 
on indian Railways 
network within india 
can also carry freight to 
and from nepal. earlier 
this facility was limited 
to only certain kinds of 
wagons.

the liberalisation 
will particularly reduce 
transportation costs for 
automobiles which are 
carried over special wag-
ons that were not listed 
in the Railways Service 
agreement of 2004, as 
they did not exist back 
then, according to the of-
ficial.

“now we can easily 
operate our cross-bor-
der railway and add 
more business. We can 
do business via india 
too if we can compete 
with Indian firms,” said 
Balaram mishra, former 
director general at the 
department of Railway. 
“the only thing we need 
is to develop more dry 
ports, industrial areas. 
otherwise there is no use 
of these facilities,” said 
mishra.

the private sector, 
however, has a word of 
caution.

“nepali importers 
are unlikely to bene-
fit directly from com-
petitive prices as most 
nepali importers rely 
on foreign exporters to 
book railway services 
and they charge freight 
cost in the cost of goods. 
therefore, they will ben-
efit from it more as they 
can get competitive pric-
es,” Sharma, the freight 
forwarder, said. “nepali 
importers can benefit 
only if they negotiate 
with railway companies 
for competitive prices 
or negotiate with ex-
porters for reduction in 
freight charges.”

Two Tmc activists attacked in bengal, six arrested
KolKaTa, Jul 4 (PTI): miscre-
ants attacked two tmc activists 
and opened fire in the air outside 
one of the ruling party’s offices in 
the city’s northern outskirts, trig-
gering panic in the area, a police 
officer said on Sunday.

Six persons have been ar-
rested so far in connection with 
the incident, he said.

“at least 10-12 motorcy-
cle-borne men arrived at the 
tmc’s deshpriyonagar zonal 
party office in North 24 Par-
ganas around 9.30 pm on Sat-
urday, ransacked the furniture 
there and dragged two tmc ac-
tivists out before hitting them 
with the butt of a revolver,” the 
officer explained.

They then fired a few shots 
in the air and fled the place, 

leaving the two injured activists 
lying on the road, he said, add-
ing that locals are wary of step-
ping out of homes.

the incident, meanwhile, has 
sparked a furore, with the tmc 
holding BJp workers responsi-
ble for the attack, a charge de-
nied by the saffron camp.

“the BJp, after its poll de-
bacle, is desperately trying to 
terrorise tmc workers. We will 
take out a rally in in protest,” lo-
cal mla madan mitra, who visit-
ed the site of the incident during 
the day, told reporters.

State BJp president dilip 
ghosh, however, claimed that 
the attack was a fallout of in-
fighting in the TMC, with two 
factions seeking to have total 
control over the real estate sec-

tor in the area.
meanwhile, in yet another 

incident, tmc mla lovely moi-
tra alleged that a pandal built for 
a public outreach programme in 
her Sonarpur dakshin constit-
uency was “set on fire” late on 

Saturday.
“Some rogue elements are 

trying to sabotage our pro-
grammes in the area. they will 
not succeed,” moitra said, fur-
ther adding that the police are 
probing the matter.

Arunachal pradesh reports 
365 new coVID-19 cases

ITaNaGar, Jul 4 (PTI): 
arunachal pradesh’s 
covid-19 tally rose to 
36,937 as 365 more peo-
ple tested positive for the 
infection, a senior health 
official said here on Sun-
day.
the covid-19 death 
toll in the frontier state 
remained at 176 as no 
fresh fatality was re-
ported in the last 24 
hours, the official said.

the capital com-
plex Region reported 
the highest number of 
new cases at 90, fol-
lowed by Tawang (49), 
Lohit (32), Changlang 
(29), Papumpare (28), 
West Kameng (22), 
East Siang (20) and 
Lower Subansiri (15), 
State Surveillance of-
ficer (SSO) Dr Lobsang 
Jampa said.

fresh cases were 
also reported from 
lower dibang valley, 
anjaw, kurung kumey, 
upper Subansiri, long-
ding, West Siang, kra 
daadi, east kameng, 
leparada, kamle, low-
er Siang, namsai, pakke 
kessang, upper Siang 
and tirap district, the of-
ficial said.

of the 365 new cas-

es, 340 were detected 
through rapid antigen 
tests, 12 through Rt-
pcR and 13 by truenat 
method, the SSo said, 
adding that 155 peo-
ple have symptoms of 
covid-19.

the state now has 
3,057 active covid-19 
cases, he said.

as many as 272 pa-
tients were cured of the 
disease on Saturday tak-
ing the total number of 
recoveries in the north-
eastern state to 33,704, 
Jampa said.

the covid-19 recov-
ery rate now is 91.25 per 
cent while the active per-
centage stands at 8.28 
and the positivity rate at 
7.27 per cent, the official 
said.

the capital complex 
Region - comprising ita-
nagar, naharlagun, nirju-
li and Banderdewa areas 
- has the highest number 
of active cases at 638, fol-
lowed by West kameng 
(275), Upper Subansiri 
(208), Lohit (196), East 
Siang (178) and Chang-
lang at 177 cases.

altogether, 7,80,582 
samples have been tested 
for covid-19 in the state 
so far, including 5,016 on 
Saturday, Jampa said.

meanwhile, State im-
munisation Officer Dr 
dimong padung said that 
a total of 6,29,759 people 
have been administered 
covid-19 vaccine doses 
so far in the state since 
the inoculation drive be-
gan in January this year.
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Argentina beats Ecuador at Copa, 
plays colombia in semifinal

rIo De JaNeIro, Jul 
4 (aP): lionel messi 
scored his 76th interna-
tional goal and is now 
only one shy of pele for 
the South american re-
cord as argentina beat 
ecuador 3-0 to progress 
to the semifinals of the 
copa america.
messi scored from a late 
freekick on Saturday and 
earlier laid on two as-
sists as argentina even-
tually subdued ecuador 
and kept the superstar’s 
dream of winning his 
first major international 
title alive.

argentina’s rival at 
the man garrincha Sta-
dium on tuesday will 
be colombia, which ear-
lier overcame uruguay 
on penalties. the other 
semifinal will feature de-
fending champions Bra-
zil and peru.

Rodrigo de paul 
opened the scoring at the 
olimpico Stadium in goi-

ania in the 39th minute, 
tapping into an empty 
goal before lautaro mar-
tinez added the second 
in the 84th with a blast 

from close range. messi, 
in his first match since 
his contract with Bar-
celona expired, assisted 
both of them.

in the dying mo-
ments of the match messi 
scored argentina’s third 
from a free kick from the 
edge of the box. it was his 

fourth goal in the tourna-
ment.

heavily favoured ar-
gentina wasted several 
opportunities at 1-0 to 

cruise to a comfortable 
victory. ecuador then 
hit the post in the sec-
ond half before marti-
nez doubled argenti-
na’s lead. But messi be-
came more influential 
after 71 minutes when 
ngel di maria stepped 
in replacing giovani lo 
celso.

ecuador also lost 
defender piero hincapi 
to a red card near the 
end of the match after 
a foul on di maria that 
gave argentina the free 
kick scored by messi.

messi said being in 
the semifinals was one of 
argentina’s objectives for 
the tournament.

“now we have to rest 
and think of colombia. 
they defend well, they 
have quick counters,” the 
striker said.

asked about his per-
formance, he was brief: 
“individual awards are 
secondary.

Colombia edges uruguay on 
penalties to reach Copa semis

rio de Janeiro, Jul 
4 (aP): two penalty 
shootout saves by goal-
keeper david ospina put 
colombia in the semi-
finals of Copa America 
after a 0-0 draw with 
uruguay in regular time 
and kept alive its hopes 
of a first Copa title since 
2001.

the 4-2 shootout win 
on Saturday at the man 
garrincha Stadium in 
Brasilia also broke co-
lombia’s bad luck in re-
cent penalty shootouts 
and placed 32-year-old 
ospina as the team’s 
player with most inter-
national caps, with 112, 
overtaking retired cap-
tain carlos valderrama.

ospina made saves 
from uruguay’s Jose ma-
ria gimenez and matias 
vi a which set up a semi-
final matchup against Ar-
gentina, which beat ec-
uador 3-0 in Saturday’s 
late match.

duv n Zapata, davin-
son Sanchez, yerry mina 
and miguel Borja all 

scored in the shootout, 
with veteran strikers 
edinson cavani and luis 
Su rez converting their 
spot kicks.

Saturday’s victory 
ended a long trauma for 
in penalty shootouts for 
colombia after painful 
exits in the 2015 and 
2019 copa america edi-
tions against argentina 
and chile, respective-
ly. colombia was also 
knocked out on penalties 

in the round-of-sixteen 
clash against england in 
the 2018 World cup.

“We want to give joy 
to our country, may it 
have peace,” ospina said 
after the match.

uruguay’s cavani 
said his team had im-
proved despite the elim-
ination.

“We have a good feel-
ing here, but it was for us 
to go out,” he said.

“that’s how penal-

ties work, it can go well, 
it can go badly. uruguay 
had several moments of 
good football in which 
we dominated. But in the 
shootout things can hap-
pen like they did.”

colombia put more 
pressure on uruguay 
from the start despite the 
absences of suspended 
winger Juan guillermo 
cuadrado and injured 
midfielder Matheus 
uribe.

uruguay’s muslera 
made the save of the 
match in the 71st minute 
in a header by Zapata. 
veteran strikers Su rez 
and cavani did not get 
any clear opportunities 
as uruguay’s slow build 
up play through midfield 
appeared to suit colom-
bia’s defense.

colombia has reached 
the semifinal with only 
one win in five matches; 
a 1-0 victory against ec-
uador in the first round 
of the group stage. the 
draw with uruguay was 
the team’s second in the 
tournament. it has also 
lost two games.

colombia was one 
of the original hosts of 
copa america with ar-
gentina, but left the orga-
nization amid street pro-
tests against president 
ivan duque.

defending champi-
ons Brazil and peru will 
play for the other place 
at the July 10 final at the 
maracana Stadium in Rio 
de Janeiro.

England thrash ukraine 4-0 to set up 
semi-final clash against Denmark

rome, 04 Jul [aFP]: 
harry kane scored twice 
as a buoyant england 
cruised through to the 
semi-finals of Euro 2020 
with a one-sided 4-0 win 
over ukraine in Rome on 
Saturday. kane ended a 
worrying international 
scoring drought by net-
ting in the 2-0 last-16 
defeat of germany in 
midweek and he put en-
gland ahead inside four 
minutes on a sweaty eve-
ning in the italian capital. 

gareth Southgate’s 
side then put this quar-
ter-final tie out of sight 
with two more goals 
early in the second half, 
one from harry maguire 
before kane netted again. 
Substitute Jordan hen-
derson got the fourth, and 
as denmark lie in wait in 
the Wembley semi-final 
on tuesday england will 
be confident of going on 
to reach a first ever Euro-
pean Championship final 
and even now claiming a 

first major international 
title since 1966.

the draw here was 
kind for them, with 
ukraine surely as weak 
an opponent as they 
could hope to face in a 
quarter-final, a stage at 
which they have lost to 
the likes of italy and por-
tugal in recent european 
championships.

however the statis-

tics are impressive, with 
england having come 
through five games at 
this tournament all with-
out conceding a goal.

Some of their play in 
wide areas was outstand-
ing, with Raheem Ster-
ling and Jadon Sancho 
-- making his first start 
at the euro -- too hot for 
ukraine to handle.

kane, their captain, 

had gone close to eight 
hours without finding 
the net for his country 
but his opener here was 
his second in just eight 
minutes following the 
late strike that secured 
victory over germany.

Regardless of the op-
position, their display 
at the Stadio olimpico 
was a step-up in class in 
the final third to previ-

ous games at the euro 
and they will be favou-
rites at home against a 
danish side who played 
their own quarter-final 
against the czech Repub-
lic on Saturday in distant 
Baku.

this will be the only 
match england play away 
from home in the com-
petition and it marked 
quite a difference to their 
defeat of the germans, 
which was watched by 
more than 40,000 sup-
porters at Wembley, 
where coronavirus re-
strictions were eased.

With italy current-
ly imposing a five-
day quarantine on 
all  arrivals from the 
united kingdom, the 
number of england 
fans in Rome was lim-
ited to those already 
based in the euro-
pean union although 
they still made them-
selves heard in the crowd 
of under 12,000.

Mithali’s records are here to 
stay: Shantha Rangaswamy

New Delhi, Jul 4 (PTI): 
former india captain 
Shantha Rangaswamy on 
Sunday called mithali Raj 
the “Sachin tendulkar” of 
women’s cricket and said 
her record of being the 
highest run-getter in the 
game is here to stay.

mithali, who is al-
ready the leading run 
getter in odis, on Sat-
urday surpassed former 
england captain char-
lotte edwards to become 
the highest run getter 
across formats. they 
are the only two wom-
en cricketers who have 
more than 10000 runs.

india’s test and odi 
captain averages a stag-
gering 51.80 in the 50-
over format.

“her records speak 
for themselves. What she 
has achieved is compara-
ble to the achievements 
of the great Sunil ga-
vaskar and Sachin ten-
dulkar. it is safe to say 
that she will be lonely at 
the top for a long time. 
i don’t see her record 
being broken anytime 
soon,” Shantha, who is 
also a Bcci apex council 
member, told pti.

mithali scored her 
fourth successive half 
century on Saturday to 
lead india to a consola-
tion victory over england 
in the third odi.

along with the rest 
of the batting line-up, 
her strike rate too was 
questioned but Shantha 
feels the criticism was 
uncalled for.

“Strike rate only 
comes into the picture 
when you are doing well 
as a batting group. Bar-
ring yesterday, she hard-
ly had any support in 
the series. if she wasn’t 
around, the team would 

have struggled to reach 
even 200,” said the for-
mer india skipper.

on india’s batting 
woes, Shantha feels 
all-rounder deepti Shar-
ma can be a good num-
ber three, a position oc-
cupied by punam Raut 
in the opening game be-
fore Jemimah Rodrigues 
replaced her for the re-
maining two games.

however, the 20-year-
old too failed to make an 
impact and averages less 
than 20 in 21 odis.

“She is still very 
young. i would have said 
time to look beyond her 
if she was 10 years older. 
I hope she finds the runs 
soon,” said Shantha refer-
ring to Jemimah.

“I also feel (Poonam) 
Raut, who did very well 
against South africa, 
should be persisted with 
but if they strongly feel 
to change the number 
3 slot, deepti is a good 
choice.”

on india t20 skip-
per harmanpreet kaur, 
who has not had much to 
show since her exploits 
in the the 2017 World 
cup, Shantha added: “She 
is yet to realise her po-
tential. She needs to ad-
dress her shot selection.

“If she can find a way 
to bat for 25-30 overs, 
she can score a hundred. 
She is that good a player 
but her lean patch has 
gone on for far too long.”

harmanpreet fell to a 
reverse sweep on Satur-
day while Jemimah per-
ished attempting a guide 
towards third man.

“the nonsense shots 
needs to be avoided. 
there are other ways to 
rotate strike than guiding 
it to third man,” Shantha 
added.

tokyo elects assembly amid 
pandemic fears over olympics
Yuri kAgEYAmA
ToKyo, Jul 4 (aP): vot-
ers in Japan’s capital are 
electing the tokyo city 
assembly amid worries 
about health risks during 
the olympics, opening in 
three weeks, as coronavi-
rus cases continue to rise.

in Sunday’s balloting, 
271 candidates are vying 
for 127 seats. eligible vot-
ers total 9.8 million peo-
ple in the megacity with 
a population of nearly 14 
million. public opinion 
surveys show most people 
want the games cancelled 
or postponed again. Behind 
the fears is the lagging vac-
cination rollout, with only 
about 10 per cent of the 
population fully vaccinated.

tokyo gov. yuriko koi-
ke called in sick two weeks 
ago, citing exhaustion, and 
was not seen in public un-
til friday. her routine role 
would have been to stump 
for her party, tomin first, 
the biggest with 46 seats in 
the assembly heading into 
the election.

neither koike nor her 
party pushed for a cancel-
lation, but instead called 
for the games without 
fans in the stands. the 
organising committee has 
said a decision on atten-
dance restrictions was still 
being studied.

the only major party 

clearly advocating for the 
olympic to be cancelled 
was the communist party, 
which held 18 seats.

the democrats, a 
leading opposition party, 
raised questions about 
the olympics but pushed 
other issues in their cam-
paign, such as economic 
aid for those hurt by the 
coronavirus.

the olympics, open-
ing July 23, bring together 
15,000 athletes and more 
than 50,000 officials, in-
cluding corporate spon-
sors and dignitaries, as 
well as 70,000 volunteers.

Some medical experts 
have warned it could be-
come a covid-19 super-
spreader event, warning 
that new cases in tokyo, 
now totaling several hun-
dred, could shoot up to 
thousands. olympic team 
members and officials are 
more likely than the Japa-
nese public to have been 
fully vaccinated.

the ruling liberal dem-
ocrats, the party of prime 
minister yoshihide Suga, 
which previously had 25 
seats in the tokyo assem-
bly, are likely to increase 
their representation as the 
momentum of koike’s par-
ty has fizzled, according to 
Japanese media reports. 
But most people were still 
undecided.

serbia athlete 
tests positive 
for coViD-19 at 
tokyo airport
Tokyo, 04 Jul [aFP]: an 
athlete with the Serbian 
olympic team has tested 
positive for coronavirus 
after arriving in Japan, 
less than three weeks 
before the games, a host 
city official said Sunday. 
The member of the five-
strong rowing team was 
found to have contracted 
the virus after a test at 
tokyo’s haneda airport 
upon arrival Saturday, 
according to an official 
of nanto, a central Japa-
nese city, where the team 
planned to train ahead of 
the olympics. the athlete 
has been isolated, while 
the remaining four have 
been transferred to a 
separate facility near the 
airport, the official said.

“the members were 
scheduled to arrive in 
our city today and start 
training, but the entire 
programme is likely to 
be cancelled,” the official 
told afp.

the case came as 
organisers prepare to 
tighten screening pro-
cedures at airports after 
two members of ugan-
da’s team tested positive 
following their arrival in 
Japan last month.

hidemasa nakamu-
ra, a senior tokyo 2020 
Games official, said last 
week that olympic teams 
should be immediately 
isolated if they arrive in 
Japan with a person in-
fected with coronavirus.

public opinion has 
been firmly opposed to 
holding the games this 
year over pandemic 
fears, though recent polls 
suggest opposition may 
be softening.

no overseas fans will 
be allowed and domestic 
spectators will be capped 
at 10,000 per event.
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taliban seizes key districts in 
afghanistan as gov’t forces flee

Kabul, 04 Jul [alJa-
zeera]: the taliban’s 
march through northern 
afghanistan gained mo-
mentum overnight with 
the capture of several 
districts from fleeing 
afghan forces, several 
hundred of whom fled 
across the border into 
Tajikistan, officials said.
more than 300 afghan 
military personnel 
crossed from afghani-
stan’s Badakhshan prov-
ince as Taliban fighters 
advanced towards the 
border, tajikistan’s State 
committee for national 
Security said in a state-
ment on Sunday. the af-
ghan troops crossed over 
at about 6:30pm local 
time on Saturday.

“guided by the prin-
ciples of humanism and 
good neighbourliness,” 
the tajik authorities al-
lowed the retreating af-
ghan government forces 
to cross into tajikistan, 
said the statement.

Since mid-april, 
when uS president Joe 
Biden announced the 
end to afghanistan’s “for-
ever war”, the taliban has 
made strides throughout 
the country. But its most 
significant gains have 
been in the northern half 
of the country, a tradi-
tional stronghold of the 
uS-allied strongmen who 
helped defeat them in 
2001.

the taliban now con-

trols roughly a third of all 
421 districts and district 
centres in afghanistan.

gains in northeast-
ern Badakhshan prov-
ince in recent days have 
mostly come to the 
armed group without 
a battle, said mohib-ul 
Rahman, a provincial 
council member. he 
blamed taliban success-
es on the poor morale of 
troops who are mostly 
outnumbered and lack-
ing supplies.

“unfortunately, the 
majority of the districts 
were left to taliban with-
out any fight,” said Rah-
man. in the last three 
days, 10 districts fell to 
taliban, eight without a 
fight, he said.

hundreds of afghan 
soldiers, police and in-
telligence troops sur-
rendered their military 

outposts and fled to the 
Badakhshan provincial 
capital of faizabad, said 
Rahman.

even as a security 
meeting was being held 
early on Sunday to plot 
the strengthening of 
the perimeter around 
faizabad, some senior 
provincial officials were 
leaving the city for the 
afghan capital kabul, he 
said.

in late June, the af-
ghan government resur-
rected volunteer militias 
with a reputation of bru-
tal violence to support 
the beleaguered afghan 
forces but Rahman said 
many of the fighters in 
the Badakhshan districts 
put up only a half-heart-
ed fight.

the taliban also cap-
tured a key district in its 
former bastion of kan-

dahar after fierce night-
time fighting with Afghan 
government forces, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

the fall of the pan-
jwai district in the south-
ern province of kanda-
har comes just two days 
after uS and nato forces 
vacated their main Ba-
gram airbase near ka-
bul, from where they led 
operations for 20 years 
against the taliban and 
its al-Qaeda allies.

over the years, the 
taliban and afghan forc-
es have regularly clashed 
in and around panjwai, 
with the armed group 
aiming to seize it given 
its proximity to kanda-
har city, the provincial 
capital.

the province of kan-
dahar is the birthplace of 
the taliban, which went 
on to rule afghanistan 

until being overthrown 
by a uS-led invasion in 
2001.

panjwai district gov-
ernor hasti moham-
mad said afghan forces 
and the taliban clashed 
during the night, result-
ing in government forces 
retreating from the area.

“the taliban have 
captured the district po-
lice headquarters and 
governor’s office build-
ing,” he told the afp 
news agency.

kandahar provincial 
council head Sayed Jan 
Khakriwal confirmed the 
fall of panjwai, but ac-
cused government forces 
of “intentionally with-
drawing”.

the areas under 
taliban control in the 
north are increasing-
ly strategic, running 
along afghanistan’s 
border with central 
asian states. last 
month, the group took 
control of imam Sahib, 
a town in kunduz prov-
ince opposite uzbeki-
stan and gained control 
of a key trade route.

the inroads in Bada-
khshan are particularly 
significant as it is the 
home province of former 
president Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, who was killed 
by a suicide bomber in 
2011. his son, Salahud-
din Rabbani, is part of the 
current high council for 
national Reconciliation.

Evacuations ordered as 
wildfires rip through 
Canada’s west coast

Toronto, 04 Jul [al-
Jazeera]: Residents in 
parts of British colum-
bia have been ordered 
to evacuate as wild-
fires are raging across 
the canadian province 
following a record heat 
wave that officials say 
contributed to hun-
dreds of deaths.

around midday on 
Saturday, 176 fires 
were considered active 
across Bc, including 76 
that were reported over 
the past two days, ac-
cording to a Bc Wildfire 
Service dashboard.

the thomp-
son-nicola Regional 
district, which cov-
ers 11 municipalities 
in the centre of the 
province, said nine 
evacuation orders urg-
ing residents to im-
mediately leave their 
homes were active as 
of Saturday afternoon. 
four evacuation alerts, 
which advise residents 
to prepare to leave on 
short notice, were also 
active.

“generally speak-
ing, we’re three weeks 
ahead of our drying 
cycle,” cliff chapman, 
director of regional 
operations for the Bc 
Wildfire Service, told 
reporters on friday af-
ternoon, as reported by 
cBc news.

“it is not really com-
parable to seasons of 
the past just because of 
the heat wave that set in 
in June.”

chapman said about 
12,000 lightning strikes 
were reported across the 
province on thursday 

alone, ctv news also re-
ported.

The fires come after 
canada’s westernmost 
province experienced re-
cord-breaking tempera-
tures over the past week, 
with the village of 
lytton, about 275km 
(170 miles) northeast 
of vancouver in the 
Bc interior, shatter-
ing the countrywide 
record several days in 
a row.

lytton ordered 
a community-wide 
evacuation after enor-
mous fires broke out 
this week, forcing res-
idents to flee. at least 
two people have died, 
local media reported.

“there was sheer 
panic,” lytton first 
nation acting chief 
John haugen said, as 
reported by cBc. “it 
blew in and just took 
everything in its path.”

the Bc govern-
ment has also an-
nounced disaster fi-
nancial assistance for 
local governments 
and first nations that 
have been affected by 
the blazes.

experts have 
pointed to climate 
change as driving the 
early wildfire season 
and recent heat, which 
meteorologists said was 
linked to a so-called 
“heat dome” – a weather 
system that traps in hot 
air – that descended on 
the west coast, as well as 
on the Pacific Northwest 
of the united States.

israel carries out another air 
raid on besieged gaza strip

Gaza, 04 Jul [alJa-
zeera]: israeli military 
has carried out another 
overnight raid on hamas 
positions in the besieged 
gaza Strip after saying 
incendiary balloons were 
launched from the pales-
tinian enclave.
the israeli army said it 
struck a “weapons manu-
facturing site and a rock-
et launcher belonging to 
hamas” late on Saturday.

according to security 
sources and witnesses in 
Gaza, fighter jets struck 
the facilities west of gaza 
city and in the northern 
strip, with no immediate 
reports of casualties.

there was no imme-
diate indication as to 
which gaza-based group 
was responsible for the 
balloon launch, but israel 
holds hamas – the group 
that governs gaza – re-
sponsible for any action.

“the strikes were 
made in response to the 
arson balloons fired to-

wards israeli territory,” 
said a statement from the 
israeli army.

on thursday, four 
small fires caused by in-
cendiary balloons from 
gaza were extinguished 
in the eshkol region, ac-
cording to fire services.

israel retaliated early 
on friday with airstrikes, 
which the army said 
struck “a weapons manu-
facturing site” belonging 
to hamas.

the latest attack 
comes just weeks af-
ter the israeli military 

launched an 11-day bom-
bardment campaign on 
the already ravaged en-
clave, killing at least 260 
palestinians, including 
66 children.

in israel, 13 people, 
including two children, 
were killed by rockets 
fired from Gaza, the po-
lice and army said.

Saturday’s overnight 
raid was the fourth time 
israel carried out air at-
tacks in gaza since the 
may offensive, which 
ended in an egyp-
tian-brokered “ceasefire” 

on may 21.
though israel eased 

restrictions last month to 
allow some much-need-
ed aid into the palestin-
ian enclave, it has main-
tained a 14-year crip-
pling land, air and sea 

blockade.
the un has dubbed 

gaza an “open-air pris-
on” with residents en-
during extreme poverty 
amid conditions that 
have worsened since the 
coronavirus pandemic.

philippine 
scientists 
warn of 
another 
eruption at 
taal volcano
Jakarta, 04 Jul [alJa-
zeera]: another erup-
tion at the philippines’ 
second-most active vol-
cano can occur anytime 
soon amid “anomalously 
high” volcanic gas emis-
sions, according to gov-
ernment scientists.

more than 3,000 res-
idents from high-risk vil-
lages around taal volca-
no in Batangas province, 
66km (41 miles) south of 
the capital manila, have 
fled their homes since 
thursday, when the vol-
cano erupted, spewing a 
dark plume of volcanic 
gas and steam in the air.

Since then, several 
bursts of volcanic gas 
and steam have been 
generated by taal.

on Sunday, “the high-
est levels of volcanic sul-
fur dioxide gas emission 
was recorded … at an 
average of 22,628 tonnes 
per day, the highest-ev-
er recorded in taal”, the 
philippine institute of 
volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs) said 
in a bulletin.

the emissions were 
accompanied by 26 
strong and very shallow 
low-frequency volcanic 
earthquakes “associated 
with magmatic degas-
sing”, it added.

“these observations 
may indicate that an 
eruption similar to the 
July 1, 2021 event may 
occur anytime soon,” the 
institute said.

phivolcs raised the 
alert at the volcano to 
level 3, which means 
that there was “ongoing 
magmatic extrusion at 
the main crater that may 
further drive succeeding 
explosions”.

taal last erupted 
on January 12, 2020, 
displacing more than 
376,000 people from 
surrounding towns.

at the time, 39 peo-
ple, in evacuation cen-
tres, died due to illness 
and accidents caused by 
thick ashfall, according 
to the provincial govern-
ment.

taal has erupted 33 
times since 1572.

the last eruption 
there in January 2020 
shot ash 15km (9 miles) 
high and spewed red-hot 
lava, crushing scores of 
homes, killing livestock and 
sending more than 135,000 
people into shelters.

taal also has the dis-
tinction of being the only 
known volcano in the 
world within a lake on 
an island.

it is a popular tourist 
destination for its pictur-
esque crater lake.
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loVEBIRDS! the a-list couple, Jennifer lopez and Ben 
Affleck, share some PDA while walking by the beach in the 
Hamptons, New York.

AriES:
You have a dynamic personality, Aries. With 
today’s celestial energy, you should try to 
avoid expending your energy on pointless 
conversations. Try to be a little more pragmatic. 
Consider any possible compromises very 
carefully. If you stand strong, you will reach 
your objectives much more quickly.
TAuruS:
Today you could learn a lot from other people 
who are similar to you, Taurus. They have the 
ability to get involved easily and go straight 
to the heart of any problem. The world is in 
constant flux. You have to question yourself if 
you want to attain your objectives. Try to be 
open-minded, adapt to the situation, and act 
before it’s too late.
GEmiNi:
The stars will compel you to clarify your position 
within the collective, Gemini. You have a lot of 
power when you’re part of a group, but you’re 
sometimes clumsy about communication. You 
can’t always succeed. The planets’ positions 
will have a beneficial impact, and you will tend 
to put your life under the microscope.

CANCEr:
Your mind is extra clear today, Cancer. Make 
sure you’re helping yourself as well as others. 
Take care of any tasks that require a great deal 
of brainpower. You have a tremendous ability 
to figure out any mental problem. Communicate 
with confidence. Contact people you haven’t 
heard from in a while. They will be pleasantly 
surprised to hear from you.
LEO:
You have the tendency to plan everything, Leo. 
You need to feel in charge of things. Today you 
should try to listen to others around you. Let 
yourself go for a while, even though you aren’t 
used to it. Furthermore, you need to develop 
your personality. You can do this by opening 
up to others.
VirGO:
 You’re attracted to eccentric individuals with 
very strong personalities. But realize that 
behind this attraction lies a very strong need for 
freedom, Virgo. In your life, freedom is more 
fantasy than reality. The time has come for you 
to do some soul searching. Try not to hide from 
the realities of your life.

LibrA:
 Today will destabilize you, Libra. You’re 
trying to rebuild your life on new foundations. 
Perhaps should you try to change your point 
of view. Also, you need to preserve your 
perception, because it will allow you to adapt 
to all situations. You need to be fully alert 
and prepared at all times. Try not to become 
discouraged.
SCOrPiO:
You have a tendency to get very involved in 
your projects, Scorpio. Today the stars will 
compel you to clarify your situation. It’s already 
clear that you aren’t afraid to work long hours 
to ensure that your projects end in success. But 
your entourage will probably have difficulties 
keeping up with you. You’re too full of energy.
SAGiTTAriuS:
Today the stars advise you to get back into the 
swing of things, Sagittarius. You will forget 
your past frame of mind and be able to prepare 
for a new adventure. Your vitality will be as 
strong as it has ever been. You will probably 
meet someone who has a beneficial influence in 
the days to come.

CAPriCOrN:
There’s a certain quality in your personal 
relationships that motivates you in life, Capricorn. 
This is one of the reasons why your emotions play 
an important role in the scheme of things. You’re 
guided by your emotions. Today you will be in the 
best disposition to meet a lot of people who will 
give new impetus to your life.
AquAriuS:
This period is full of difficulties and you will 
tend to question yourself, especially today. You 
will start thinking about your personality. Your 
ego risks bruising, and you will have the greatest 
difficulty turning your intention into real action. 
Your sensitivity prevents you from materializing 
your ideas.
PiSCES:
It would be fair to say that you love being 
recognized, Pisces. Today will enable you 
to show off your leadership skills. You 
will organize the day. You will accept your 
responsibilities and your smarts will help you 
welcome the day’s challenges. But stay humble 
and keep your actions simple, especially after 
intense emotions.

The
Big Pic

Aamir Khan on divorce from Kiran rao: “our 
relationship has changed but we are still a family”

after announcing their separation, 
aamir khan and kiran Rao shared 

a message together for their fans in a 
video. 
aamir khan and kiran Rao were togeth-
er for 15 years and on Saturday, the duo 
announced their divorce in a joint state-
ment. during a virtual event of their 
ngo paani foundation, aamir can be 
seen addressing his fans with kiran sit-
ting next to him. 

he can be heard saying while hold-
ing kiran’s hand: “aap logon ko dukh 
bhi hua hoga, acha nahi laga hoga, shock 
laga hoga. hum bas itna kehna chahte 
hai ki hum dono bahut khush hai and 
ab ek hi parivaar hai. humare rishte mai 
change ayah hai, par hum ek dusre ke 
sath hi hain (You must have heard about 
us. you would’ve felt sad, must’ve been 
shocked. But we just want to tell you 
that we are very happy and we are one 
family. our relationship has changed but 
we are still together).

aamir also talked about their paani 
foundation and said that he and kiran 
will take care of the foundation together 

just like they will take care of their son 
azad. 

in 2016, aamir khan and kiran 
Rao set up paani foundation to fight 
drought in maharashtra. in the video, 
aamir khan said: “toh aap log aesa 
kabhi mat sochiyega. aur paani foun-
dation humare liye azad ki tarah hai, 
jaise humara bacha hai azad, vaise hi 
paani foundation. hum log hamesha 
family rhenge, humare liye aap dua 

kariye, prarthana kariye ki hum khush 
ho. Bas yahi kehna tha hume (So please 
don’t think otherwise. and to us, paani 
foundation is just like our son azad. We 
will always be family. please pray for us 
that we stay happy. that’s all we have to 
say).” 

aamir and kiran, in their joint state-
ment yesterday, said that they will al-
ways “remain devoted parents to their 
son azad.”

Shah Rukh Khan asks Alia Bhatt to 
sign him for her next home production; 

promises to be ‘very professional’

alia Bhatt started shooting for her next 
project titled darlings. the film will 

mark her debut as a producer with her pro-
duction house eternal Sunshine. She will 
be co-producing the film with Shah Rukh 
khan’s Red chillies entertainment. directed 
by Jasmeet k Reen, the film stars alia Bhatt, 
Shefali Shah, vijay varma, and Roshan mat-
thew.

on Saturday, alia took to her social me-
dia handle and shared her excitement for 
starting the shoot of darlings. She shared 
pictures from her vanity van where she was 
seen prepping for the shoot and penned 
down her thoughts along with it. 

Shah Rukh khan took to twitter to repost 
alia’s post and wrote, “after this production 
please sign me up for your next home produc-
tion little one. i will come in time for the shoot 
and be very professional..promise!”.

Responding to Shah Rukh khan’s 
tweet, alia wrote, “hahaha i could ask for 
nothing more.. done deal signed! love you 

my favourite”.
darlings is a unique story of a quirky moth-

er-daughter duo navigating through crazy cir-
cumstances as they try to find their place 
in the world. the dark comedy is set in 
mumbai against the backdrop of a conser-
vative lower-middle-class neighbourhood 
and traces the lives of these two women as 
they find courage and love in exceptional 
circumstances. the film comes with its own 
statutory warning – a reminder that offend-
ing women can be very dangerous for your 
health!

Kangana ranaut attacks Priyanka Chopra 
again, calls her ‘Secular Puppy’

actress kangana Ranaut has attacked her fashion co-star 
priyanka chopra for her political stance on instagram. 

taking to insta stories, kangana commented on a news web-
site’s tweet which alleged that new york times is looking for 
“anti-establishment” correspondents.

kangana wrote, “But this is not just in journalism. it is in 
every field, the way Priyanka Chopra has gone from being a 
nationalist to secular puppy. from being modi ji’s biggest fan 
to his passionate critic and hater is evident. Basically roti ke 
liye duniya nachati hai. apne desh mein freedom toh hai. Jo 
karna hai karo (The world can do anything just for their daily 
bread. there is indeed freedom in our country to do anything. 
Do whatever you want).”

kangana had previously attacked priyanka for voicing her 
support for the farmer’s movement. priyanka had retweeted 
a post by actor diljit dosanjh and written, “our farmers are 
india’s food Soldiers. their fears need to be allayed. their 
hopes need to be met. as a thriving democracy, we must en-
sure that this crises is resolved sooner than later.”

Shefali Shah starts 
shooting for ‘Darlings’

actor Shefali Shah on Sun-
day began shooting for her 

upcoming feature film “Dar-
lings”, also starring alia Bhatt.
Backed by superstar Shah 
Rukh khan’s Red chillies 
entertainment and Bhatt’s 
eternal Sunshine produc-
tions, the dark comedy trac-
es the lives of two women as 
they find courage and love in 
exceptional circumstances.

Shah took to instagram and 
shared a picture of the film’s 
script, writing, “it’s time.”

“Stepping into new 
shoes,” the national 
award-winning actor cap-
tioned the picture.

directed by writer Jas-
meet K Reen, the film is set 
in mumbai against the back-
drop of a conservative lower 
middle-class neighbourhood.

Bhatt, who is making her 
debut as a producer with 
“Darlings”, began filming for 

the project on Saturday and 
described how she always 
feels nervous before starting 
work on a film.

“day one of ‘darlings’ my 
first film as a producer but I 
will always be an actor first 
and forever (in this case a 
very nervous actor). I don’t 
know what it is... a night be-
fore I start a new film I get 
this nervous tingling energy 
all over my body.

“i dream all night about 
messing up my lines... become 
jumpy... Reach sets 15 mins 
before time fearing i’ll be late. 
i guess this feeling will never 
go away... and it shouldn’t -be-
cause being nervous and feel-
ing unsure means you really 
really care,” she wrote.

The film also stars 
“choked” actor Roshan 
mathew and vijay varma, 
who also began filming on 
Saturday.

Britney Spears reportedly 
called 911 the night before 

her bombshell testimony
news details contin-

ue to emerge about 
Britney Spears’ ongoing 
fight to end her 13-year 
conservatorship.

on Saturday, July 3, 
the new yorker report-
ed that the pop star al-
legedly called 911 the 
night before her court 
hearing, in which she 
gave a bombshell tes-
timony on Wednesday, 
June 23.

according to the ar-
ticle, which was written 
by Ronan farrow and Jia 
tolentino, a person close 
to Britney, as well as law 
enforcement in ventura 
county, calif., told the 
outlet that the musician 
“called 911 to report her-
self as a victim of conser-
vatorship abuse.”

moreover, people con-

firmed the Ventura County 
Sheriff ’s department was 
called before Britney’s 
hearing, stating that police 
records show authorities 
“arrived at her home per 
her request.”

the new yorker not-
ed that while california 
typically allows the pub-
lic to access emergency 
calls, the county sealed 
the records of Britney’s 
message because it’s an 
ongoing investigation. 

following the sing-
er’s alleged call, the 
outlet reported that her 
team began “texting one 
another frantically,” stat-
ing, “they were worried 
about what Spears might 
say the next day, and they 
discussed how to prepare 
in the event that she went 
rogue.”


