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STATE AWARDS FOR FIVE JOURNALISTS 
TO MARK NATIONAL PRESS DAY

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 12 Dec:

Five journalists were feted 
with awards in recognition 

of their service to the profession 
as part of the National Press 
Day observance today. The 
day is celebrated every year 
on 16 Nov but this year, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
celebration was postponed.

Today, the Late YN Bhandari 
Best Journalism Award was 
conferred on Editor, Dainik 
Mirmirey, Kishore Moktan. 

Other awards conferred 
today included the Chief 
Minister's Award for Reporting 
on Women’s Issues on reporter, 
United News of India, Nita 
Nirash, and Chief Minister's 
Award for Reporting on Climate 

Change on reporter, Himalaya 
Darpan, KN Sharma.

The Chief Minister's 
Award for Reporting on 
Human Rights was awarded 
to Bishnu Lall  Neopaney, a 
freelance journalist while 
the Grameen Patrakarita 
Puraskar, which is conferred 
by the Press Club of Sikkim 
annually, was presented to 

freelancer from Soreng, West 
Sikkim, Saroj Gurung.

On the occasion, the annual 
grant of Rs. 5 lakh was also 
handed over to the Press Club of 
Sikkim by the IPR Department 
and was received by the PCS 
president, Joseph Lepcha. The 
awards function held at Saramsa 
was hosted by Information and 
Public Relations Department. 

10 out of 11 
cases settled 
at National 
Lok Adalat
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 12 Dec:

Sikkim State Legal 
Services Authority, 

under the aegis of 
National Legal Services 
Authority, organized 
National Lok Adalat on 
12 Dec, 2020.  

Lok Adalat Benches 
were constituted in all 
four districts of the State 
comprising of the Lok 
Adalat Judges and ‘Other 
Persons’. 

Pre Lok Adalat 
sittings were also held to 
identify cases to be taken 
up during the National 
Lok Adalat. 

Out of 11 cases taken 
up by the Lok Adalat 
Bench, 10 cases were 
settled and a sum of Rs 
10,66,572 awarded.

Kishore Moktan Vishnu Neopaney Nita Nirash KN Sharma Saroj Gurung

Jorgay Namka elected president of Bar Association of Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT 
Gangtok, 12 Dec:

Jorgay Namka was today elected the new president 
of the Bar Association of Sikkim. He secured 222 

votes defeating Dr. Doma Bhutia, Additional Advocate 
General, Government of Sikkim, who secured 52 votes.

Election to the Bar Association of Sikkim was held 
at the District Court Complex, Gangtok, under the 
supervision of the Election Presiding Officer, Senior 
Advocate, A. Moulik, on Saturday.

Tashi Rapten Burfungpa was elected general secretary 
securing 186 votes against Tempo G. Bhutia’s 93 voters. 
Similarly, KB Chettri was elected vice president securing 
162 votes against Ajay Rathi’s 116 votes.

30,006 new cases take India's 
Covid tally pas 98 lakh

New Delhi, Dec 12 (PTI): India's 
COVID-19 tally of cases climbed to 
98.26 lakh with 30,006 new cases in 
a day, while 93,24,328 people have 
recuperated so far pushing the national 
recovery rate to 94.88 per cent on 
Saturday, according to the Union health 
ministry data

The total coronavirus cases 
mounted to 98,26,775 and the death 
toll climbed to 1,42,628 with the virus 
claiming 442 lives in a span of 24 hours 
in the country, the data updated at 8 am 
showed

The COVID-19 case fatality rate 
further declined to 1.45 per cent

There are 3,59,819 active cases of 
coronavirus infection in the country 
which comprises 3.66 per cent of the 
total caseload, the data showed

According to the Indian Council of 
Medical Research, a cumulative total of 
15,26,97,399 samples have been tested 
up to December 11 with 10,65,176 
samples being tested on Friday

India's COVID-19 tally had 
crossed the 20-lakh mark on August 
7, 30 lakh on August 23 and 40 lakh 
on September 5.

It went past 50 lakh on September 

16, 60 lakh on September 28, 70 lakh on 
October 11 and crossed 80 lakh on October 
29 and 90 lakh on November 20.

The 442 new fatalities include 87 
from Maharashtra,?60 from Delhi, 50 
from West Bengal, 29 each from Kerala 
and Punjab, 23 from Haryana, 16 from 
Karnataka and 14 each from Uttar 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

A total of 1,42,628 deaths have been 
reported so far in the country including 
48,059 from Maharashtra followed by 
11,928 from Karnataka, 11,870 from 
Tamil Nadu, 9,934 from Delhi, 8,966 
from West Bengal, 8,025 from Uttar 
Pradesh, 7,049 from Andhra Pradesh, 
5,036 from Punjab and 4,148 from 
Gujarat.

The health ministry stressed 
that more than 70 per  cent  of 
the deaths occurred due to 
comorbidit ies .

"Our f igures are being 
reconci led with the Indian 
Counci l  of  Medical  Research," 
the ministry said on i ts 
website ,  adding that  state-
wise distribution of  f igures is 
subject  to  further  verification 
and reconciliation.

100 people may be vaccinated per session: Centre's new SOP on Covid
New Delhi, 12 Dec [NDTV]: 
Only 100 people per "session" 
are likely to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19, the centre has said in a 
document that explores how best 
to deploy the vaccine whenever 
it is available. The number of 
people per "session" may go 
up to 200 if logistics allow, the 
government has said. It said states 
and union territories can fix the 
days for vaccination. "Conduct of 
the vaccination process [will be] 
similar to the election process," 
the Health Ministry said in the 
document, "COVID-19 Vaccines 
Operational Guidelines".

"Anticipating that COVID-19 
vaccine may soon be available, GoI 
(government of India) is preparing 
for its introduction in the country 
so that it can be expeditiously 
rolled out when available. One of 
the milestones in this direction 
has been the constitution of a 
National Expert Group on Vaccine 
Administration for COVID-19 
(NEGVAC). The NEGVAC guides on 
all aspects of COVID-19 vaccine 
introduction in India," the Health 
Ministry said.

"One session for 100 

beneficiaries. While most of the 
healthcare and frontline workers 
would be vaccinated at fixed 
session sites, vaccination of other 
high-risk population may require 
outreach session sites, and mobile 
sites and teams," it said in the 
document.

A vaccination team will have 
five members - a main officer 
helped by four others. The 
main person will be a doctor, 
nurse, pharmacist or anyone 
legally qualified to give 
injection. The second officer 
will be for security, who will 
check user registration and 
guard the entry point at the 
vaccination session. The third 
officer will verify documents, 
while the fourth and fifth 
officers will be responsible 
for crowd management and 
communication, according to the 
Home Ministry's document.

The 112-page document also 
contains details about training 
vaccine workers and keeping 
logistics in place. The vaccines 
would need cold storage units to 
keep them in usable condition.

Serum Institute of India, the 

world's largest vaccine maker, is 
mass producing and stockpiling 
AstraZeneca's Covishield shot, 
while other Indian biotech players 
Bharat Biotech and Zydus Cadila 
are developing their own vaccine 
candidates.

The government has lined 
up cold storage facilities with 
temperatures between 2 and 
8 degree Celsius, said VK Paul, 
who heads the group of experts 
on vaccine administration for 
COVID-19 that advises Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, news 
agency Reuters reported.

The requests for emergency use 
of vaccines being manufactured 
by Serum Institute of India and 
Bharat Biotech were not cleared 
earlier this week by a committee 
of health experts. Both companies 
have been asked to submit more 
data at the next meeting, the date 
of which has not yet been decided.

The final call on the suitability 
of the vaccine will be taken by the 
Drugs Controller General of India 
(DCGI).

Approvals are a long process 
and Wednesday's review was only 
the start, sources had told NDTV.

Mountain summit deliberates farm, water and disaster challenges and Green Future through digital opportunities
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 12 Dec: 

Day-2 of the 9th edition of the Sustainable 
Mountain Development Summit [SMDS] 

in Dehradoon, Uttarakhand, covered four 
immersive sessions which deliberated on 
“innovative” solutions for the farm sector, 
water security and climate resilience, disaster 
risk reduction and digital opportunities and 
Green Future for the Himalayan region.

SMDS is an annual summit organised 
by the Integrated Mountain Initiative 
[IMI] which brings together legislators, 
bureaucrats, academicians, NGOs and 
members of the Civil Society to build 
consensus on how the Himalayan region 
can pursue and secure sustainable 
development. 

This year, given the pandemic, the 
summit moved online and is being hosted 
by the Sustainable Development Forum 
of Uttarakhand and is being shared online 
across many media platforms and Facebook. 

Today, session-1 discussed farm 
solutions by exploring high-value, low-
volume pathways in the Himalayan region 
to revive farm economy in a post Covid-19 
scenario. Old Hill Cheese Story, Niroula Tea and 
Entrepreneurs Associates were showcased as 
a successful business model, a press release 
informs. Among the speakers were Sana 
Masood and Phurpa Tshering. 

The discussion underlined the role of 
youth engagement in entrepreneurship to 
boost the agro-economy and was moderated 
by Binita Shah.  The second session 

highlighted water-associated challenges and 
climate change and how that impacts forests, 
environment, water security and livelihoods. 
Some success stories on how these challenges 
can be addressed were also shared during the 
session.  Presentation were made by a host of 
speakers like S Kechuchar from NEIDA, Vinod 
Kothari of Tata Trusts, Ramesh Negi, ex-CEO, 
Delhi Board Chairman, Dr S Buchar, ICIMOD, 
Dr S Sharma, HIMOTHAN, and Dr Vinay 
Shukla, TERI. 

Key engagements required were 
identified as up-scaling springshed 
development in the Himalayas, Peri-Urban 
Water Governance Issues and management 
in the Himalayan region and the scope 
of technology-based solutions for water 
security. turn to pg02
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26 new cases take Sikkim 
Covid-tally to 5,316

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 12 Dec: 

Sikkim’s tally of the 
confirmed COVID-19 

cases reached 5,316 
on Saturday with the 
detection of 26 new cases 
of novel coronavirus in 
the previous 24 hours. 

There are now 364 
active cases in the State, of 
whom five are currently 
in the ICU facility of the 
COVID-dedicated STNM 
Hospital.

In his daily health 
bulletin on Saturday 
evening, Health 
Department State IEC 
Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen 
Bhutia, informed that the 
26 cases were detected 
from the testing of 184 
samples on Friday. 

Thus far, Sikkim has 
tested 65,261 samples – 
46,106 by RT-PCR [since 
28 Feb 2010], 4,756 
via TruNat and 14,399 
through Rapid Antigen 

Testing. 
Given this statistic, 

Sikkim has a cumulative 
Covid positivity rate 
of 8.15%. The national 
cumulative Covid-19 
positivity rate recently 
climbed down from a 
high of 7.15 per cent to 
6.69 per cent in the 11 
Nov to 01 Dec period. 

Of the 26 new cases, 
23 were picked up in 
RT-PCR screening of 
144 samples while three 
were detected in antigen 
testing of 28 samples.

While providing 
details of the new cases, 
Mr Bhutia informed that 
nine persons from the 
District Court area in 
Sichey, two from Tadong 
and two from Arithang 
were found positive for 
COVID-19. 

New cases reported 
from in and around the 
capital are one from the 
Zero Point near Bhanu 

Park, one from Kazi 
Road, one from MM 
Rasaily Road-Sichey and 
one from Development 
Area.

Likewise, one 
person from Adarsh 
Gaon-Singtam, one 
from Samsing-Pakyong, 
one from Tintek and 
one from Pangthang 
in East District, one 
from Mangan and one 
from Naga-Mangan in 
North District, one from 
Rangethang in Tashiding 
GPU, Yuksom and one 
from Hee Bermiok in 
West District and one 
from Namthang Bazaar 
in South District were 
also reported positive for 
COVID-19.

Meanwhile, the 
number of Covid patients 
discharged from isolation 
facilities in the State has 
improved to 4,740 with 
the release of 24 more 
patients on Friday.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General land sale at Lower Sichey, suitable for 
construction, good locality, near the road,Total 
size:90x55ft, (30x55ft each plot ). geniune person 
may contact@9734122366.

BUILDING FOR SALE 
A two storey building constructed on plot 
area 50×40 ft. at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
,Namthang South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 
Lakhs (Negotiable ). Interested may contact : 
8145829309, 7864937800, 9749897695.

Shantinagar Gaon Sudhar Samiti members donate blood

YOGEN THATAL
Singtam, 12 Dec:

Eleven members of Shantinagar Gaon Sudhar Samiti donated blood at Blood Bank District Hospital, Singtam, on 11 Dec, 2020. 

Minister Panth attends Balachaturdashi 
prayers at Jaleshwar Mahadevthan 

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangang Yangang, 12 
Dec:

Tourism Minister Bedu 
S Panth attended the 

Balachaturdashi Puja at 

Jaleshwar Mahadevthan 
Mandir, Neya Mangzing, 
under Rangang Yangang 
constituency today.  
Jaleshwar Mahadevthan 

is a scenic spot which 
carries significant 
spiritual significance and 
could be developed into 
a pilgrimage destination.

The third session delved with a theme closer home - Disaster Risk Reduction 
– and discussed the multi-hazard landscape with a complex interplay of events 
across timelines and ecosystems that need to be seriously looked into with an 
interdisciplinary approach and beyond single disaster events, the release states. 

The panel recognised the urgent need to mainstream the issue of disasters in 
the Himalayan region and address it in a holistic manner. 

The session had Dr Dave Petley from Sheffield, Dr Sai from The Wadia Institute, 
Dr Chengul from Mizoram, Mr. Raungmei from Nagaland, Dr RK Bhandari, 
Chairman INAE, Dr Surya Prakash, NIDM, Dr [Capt] Vishwanthan, Project Landslip, 
Wng. Cmdr. Praful Rao, Save the Hills, and R Guntha. AVV, a realtime App to study 
and follow disasters was also showcased.

The fourth session, on Digital Opportunities, discussed the various kinds 
of opportunities that will be in demand in a post Covid-19 scenario in both, the 
Himalayan states and outside the region. 

The panel emphasized the need to improve skill-sets and start training for the 
emerging jobs. 

Speakers also stressed the need to create a roadmap for a policy catering to the 
region.

The panel included O. Manzar, Digital Empowerment Foundation, J Sitling, 
Abhishek Singh, CEO, MyGoV, V Amravat, COO, B-Able, K Bhutia, Ishippo, M 
Tangriala, Tata Trusts and D Changte, and was moderated by Sushil Ramola.

IMI president, former Member of Parliament from Sikkim, PD Rai, has invited 
all interested persons to join the programme by registering at https://e3170.
hubilo.com/community/#/home.

Mountain summit deliberates farm.....

Chasok Tongnam festival concludes at Ranipool

PRITAM LAMA
Gangtok, 12 Dec:

Three-day celebration 
of "Chasok 

Tongnam", a traditional 
festival of the Limboo 
community, concluded 
at Ranipool Mela 
Ground, East Sikkim, 
today. The festival had 
started on 10 Dec. 

The 5th edition of 
Chasok Tongnam was 
managed by a local 
production house, 
Niyara Production of 
Gangtok.

Online traditional 
photo contest 
showcasing the rich 
culture and tradition 
of Limboo tribes; Lay 

Lang, Hagparay Palam, 
Khyali forms of Limboo 
traditional dances 
were held during the 
celebration. Limboo 
traditional fashion 
show was also part of 
the three-day event .

Speaking to this 
correspondent, event 
manager at Niyara 
Production, Ajit 
Kumar Limboo said 
that Chasok Tongnam 
is an ancient festival 
of Limboos celebrated 
after the harvest of 
the year's crops. 

The Limboo 
community observes a 
ritual offering ceremony 
and they offer the first 

harvested crops and 
grains to their deity, 
Tagera Ningwa Phu 
Mang, he added. 

He informed 
that this year, they 
celebrated the Chasok 
Tongnam in a low-key 
manner due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

According to Niyara 
Production, they 
introduced Chasok 
Tongnam in the year 
2016 and the festival 
is now celebrated 
by many other 
organisations as well.

The festival was 
celebrated following 
the required COVID-19 
protocols. 

103 KG gold missing from CBI custody, internal inquiry ordered
New Delhi, Dec 12 
(PTI): The CBI set up an 
"internal inquiry" under 
an SP-ranked officer 
after 103 kg gold out of 
a total 400 kg, seized and 
sealed by it eight years 
ago, was found missing, 
but the probe is yet to 
be completed as COVID-
19-induced restrictions 
delayed it, officials said.

The internal inquiry 
is underway and strict 
action will be taken if any 
adverse role of any CBI 
official surfaces, the CBI 
spokesperson said in a 
statement on Saturday 
evening.

The Madras High 
Court had on Friday 
directed the Tamil Nadu 
Crime Branch-CID police 
to probe the case of 
"missing" gold, which left 
the country's premier 
investigating agency red-
faced.

The "missing" gold 
is part of 400.47-kg 
bullion and ornaments 
confiscated by the CBI 
when it carried out 
searches at the office 
of Surana Corporation 
Ltd in Chennai in 2012 
in a case pertaining to 

alleged favours extended 
by officials of Minerals 
and Metals Trading 
Corporation of India 
(MMTC) to the firm in 
import of gold and silver.

When the vaults, 
kept in Surana premises, 
were opened between 
February 27 and 
February 29 in the 
presence of bank officials 
and official liquidator for 
Surana, the seized gold 
was 103 kg short with 
CBI seals still intact.

Sources in the agency 
said when the matter 
came to the notice it was 
clear that seals were 
intact so the first move 
was to ascertain what 
could have happened.

They said that in case 
such a thing happened 
from "malkhana" of the 
CBI immediate action 
could have been initiated 
but since the gold was 
in sealed vaults in the 
premises of Surana 
it was important to 
understand what could 
have happened before 
alleging theft.

An inquiry under 
a Superintendent of 
Police-ranked officer was 

ordered in March but 
soon after the COVID-
19-induced lockdown 
came into force, making 
it difficult to call people 
and record statements, 
they said.

The officers involved 
in the seizure in 2012 
had retired and it was 
difficult to track them 
during the lockdown, 
they said.

In the meantime, 
Surana approached the 
high court following 
which a decision was 
taken to wait for its 
orders, they said.

In statement issued 
late Saturday evening, 
CBI spokesperson 
R K Gaur clarified 
the position that the 
inventorised gold was 
not kept in "malkhana 
(case property room)" 
of the CBI. Rather, 
it was kept in the 
premises of Surana 
only under the seal.

"As per the 
directions of the 
Hon'ble High Court the 
vaults were opened in 
the presence of official 
liquidator, officials 
belonging to six banks 

and independent 
witnesses and inspected 
from 27/02/2020 to 
29/02/2020 to hand 
over the gold to the 
lender banks of Surana 
Corporation. The seals 
affixed on the vaults were 
found intact. However, 
gold weighed only 296.66 
kg," the statement said.

"As the discrepancy 
between the quantity 
mentioned in search 
memo and as per the 
weight came to notice, 
CBI promptly ordered 
an internal inquiry by a 
senior officer to look into 
the role of its officials, if 
any," it said.

The spokesperson 
said while the inquiry 
was on, the petition was 
filed in the high court, 
which passed an order 
on December 11.

The CBI's internal 
inquiry continues and 
if any adverse role of 
any CBI official surfaces, 
strict action will be 
taken against them, it 
said.

The high court had 
noted, "Had any property 
been lost either from 
the malkhana (property 

room) of the court or 
from the malkhana of 
the CBI, what should 
have been done? The 
answer to this question 
is obvious. A regular 
FIR for theft should 
have been registered 
in the jurisdictional 
police station and the 
police investigation 
under Chapter XII of 
Cr.P.C. should have been 
conducted."

"At the end of the 
investigation, the 
Investigating Officer may 
come to the conclusion 
that the actual gold that 
was seized was only 
296.606 kg, but it was 
mistakenly entered in 
the inventory as 400.47 
kilogram. Strangely, 
this has not been done 
in this case till date. 
One can understand 
if the difference had 
been a few grams, but 
this Court is unable to 
fathom as to how there 
could be a discrepancy 
of more than 100 
kilogram in the weight 
of gold. Gold will not 
diminish in weight like 
ganja by efflux of time," 
it said.

Ready for talks with govt, but will first discuss repealing Agri laws: Farmer leaders
New Delhi, Dec 12 
(PTI): Sticking to their 
demands, farmer leaders 
Saturday said they are 
ready to hold talks with 
the government, but will 
first discuss repealing 
the three new farm laws, 
and announced further 
intensification of their 
ongoing protest against the 
legislations.

Addressing a press 
conference at Singhu 
Border here, farmer leader 
Kanwalpreet Singh Pannu 
said that thousands of 

farmers will start their 
'Delhi Chalo' march from 
Rajasthan's Shahjahanpur 
through the Jaipur-Delhi 
Highway at 11 am on 
Sunday. He said that 
farmers from other parts of 
the country are also on their 
way to join the protesters 
here and they will take the 
agitation to the next level in 
the coming days

“If the government 
wants to hold talks, we 
are ready, but our main 
demand will remain the 
scrapping of the three laws. 

We will move onto our 
other demands only after 
that,” the farmer leader said

Farmer union leaders 
will also sit on a hunger 
strike between 8 am and 
5 pm On December 14 
against the new agriculture 
laws, he said

Pannu alleged the 
government tried to 
weaken the agitation, but 
that the protesting farmers 
did not let it happen. The 
farmer leader vowed to 
keep the protest peaceful

The government on 

Friday asked the protesting 
farmers to be vigilant 
against their platform 
being misused, saying 
some “antisocial” as well 
as “Leftist and Maoist” 
elements were conspiring 
to spoil the atmosphere 
of the agitation which has 
been going on for over two 
weeks now. Photographs 
of some protesters at the 
Tikri border seen holding 
posters demanding release 
of activists arrested 
under various charges 
ha  gone viral, prompting 

Agriculture Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar to 
say that these “antisocial 
elements” are conspiring to 
spoil the atmosphere of the 
peasants' movement under 
the guise of farmers.

Enacted in September, 
the three farm laws have 
been projected by the 
government as major 
reforms in the agriculture 
sector that will remove 
the middlemen and 
allow farmers to sell their 
produce anywhere in the 
country.

Ladakh records another COVID death, 41 new cases

Leh, Dec 12 (PTI): 
Ladakh recorded one 
more fatality linked to 
the novel coronavirus 
and 41 new cases in the 
past 24 hours, bringing 
the death toll to 123 
and the infection tally to 
9,112, officials said on 
Saturday.

The new fatality 

was reported from Leh, 
pushing the death toll 
from the pandemic to 
80 in the district, while 
the remaining 43 were 
registered in Kargil 
district, the officials said.

Of the fresh COVID-19 
cases, 35 were registered 
in Leh and six in Kargil, 
they said.

The recovery count 
in the Union Territory 
of Ladakh rose to 8,189 
after 17 more patients 
were discharged in Leh, 
the officials said. They 
said the number of 
active COVID-19 cases 
in Ladakh stands at 800 
-- 683 in Leh and 117 in 
Kargil.
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Bar licensing rules eased in UP
Lucknow Dec 12 
(PTI): The Uttar 
Pradesh government 
has delegated its power 
to grant licenses to run 
liquor bars to divisional 
commissioners, an 
official statement said on 
Saturday.
The divisional 
commissioners have 
been given the power 
under the new UP Excise 
(Grant of Bar Licenses) 
Rules 2020, it added.

The new bar 
licensing rules, aimed at 
simplifying the complex 
licensing process and 
devolving the power 
in line with the ease of 
doing business doctrine, 
were approved by 
the state Cabinet in a 
meeting chaired by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
the statement said.

As per old rules, 

the bar licenses were 
accorded by the state 
government on the 
recommendation of a 
committee headed by 
divisional commissioner, 
the statement said.

The new rules now 
provide for the grant of 
licenses by the divisional 
commissioner himself on 
the recommendation of 
a committee headed by 
the district magistrate, it 
added.

In case of any 
grievance against the 
decision of the district-
level bar licensing 
committee, one can now 
challenge it before the 
divisional commissioner, 
the statement said.

Earlier, the applicant 
had to pay the licensing 
for entire fiscal 
irrespective of the date 
of the grant of license 

but as per the new 
rules, the applicant will 
have to pay the fee only 
for the remainder of the 
fiscal, the statement 
added.

The licensing process 
has been made online 
too, it said.

For promoting 
tourism, bar licenses for 
airport lounges, special 
trains and domestic and 
international cruises 
would be provided, said 
the statement, adding 
bar and club licence 
premises would be 
geotagged too now.

The new rules 
regarding penalties and 
compounding are also 
fair and just , said the 
statement, adding no 
licensee would feel the 
brunt of penal action if 
he ensures compliance of 
the rules.

Iran executes dissident journalist Ruhollah Zam
Tehran, 12 Dec 
[alJazeera]: Iran has 
executed a once-exiled 
journalist over his online 
work that helped inspire 
nationwide economic 
protests in 2017, 
authorities have said.

Iranian state 
television, the state-
run IRNA news agency 
and the semi-official 
Nour news agency all 
said Ruhollah Zam was 
hanged early on Saturday 
morning.

In June, a court 
sentenced Zam to death, 
saying he had been 
convicted of “corruption 
on Earth” – a charge 
often used in cases 

involving espionage or 
attempts to overthrow 
Iran’s government.

Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) at the 
time said his trials were 
“grossly unfair”.

Zam, who was 
captured in 2019 after 
years in exile, was 
executed four days after 
the Iranian Supreme 
Court upheld the death 
sentence against him 
that was earlier issued 
by a revolutionary court.

Zam’s website and a 
channel he created on the 
popular messaging app 
Telegram had spread the 
timings of the protests 
and embarrassing 

information about 
officials that directly 
challenged Iran’s 
government.  His Amad 
News feed had more than 
a million followers.

T h o s e 
demonstrations, which 
began at the end of 
2017, represented the 
biggest challenge to Iran 
since the 2009 Green 
Movement protests and 
set the stage for similar 
mass unrest in November 
of last year.

Zam was also accused 
of being party to 
the destruction of 
property, interfering 
in the country’s 
economic system, 

working with 
the United States 
government, spying 
for French intelligence, 
and “spying for the 
intelligence service of a 
country in the region”.

“This individual 
committed criminal 
and corrupt acts 
against the security 
and livelihoods of the 
Iranian people through 
running the antagonist 
Amad News Telegram 
channel and espionage 
communication with 
elements linked with 
foreign services that 
are against the Iranian 
people’s security,” wrote 
Mizan, the official news 

website of the judiciary.
According to Mizan, 

during his trials Zam 
confessed to leading 
the 2017 unrests which 
led to “a number of our 
compatriots losing their 
lives due to the terrorist 
acts of mercenary 
elements linked with 
foreigners” and he 
confessed to being one of 
the founders of a council 
of 29 “regime change” 
media outlets.

Authorities also 
accused Zam of being 
in direct contact with 
agents from the US 
National Security 
Agency and other foreign 
intelligence services.

Man who threw shoe at Gujarat Minister appointed AAP convener
Ahmedabad, 12 Dec 
[PTI]: The Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) on Saturday 
said it will contest all 
seats in elections to local 
bodies in Gujarat, due 
early next year.

The AAP has also 
appointed Gopal Italia, 
who had threw a shoe 
at Minister of State 
for Home Pradipsinh 
Jadeja in 2017 alleging 
corruption in the state 
government, as its state 
convener, the party 
tweeted.

"AAP Gujarat is 
emerging as a strong 
alternative in Gujarat. 
AAP is going to contest 

on all seats in upcoming 
local elections. Youth 
leader Gopal Italia has 
been announced as 
state convener of AAP 
Gujarat," the AAP Gujarat 

tweeted.
The Arvind Kejriwal-

led party also announced 
the names of presidents 
of various districts and 
municipal corporations.

Mr Italia, a state 
government clerk 
posted at the office of 
Dhandhuka taluka Sub-
Divisional Magistrate 
under Ahmedabad 

collectorate, had thrown 
a shoe at Mr Jadeja on 
March 2, 2017 when 
the latter was preparing 
to address the media. 
The shoe had missed its 
target.

He was appointed as 
AAP's vice president for 
Gujarat early this year.

Earlier, Mr Italia 
had been arrested by 
the Ahmedabad crime 
branch for allegedly 
impersonating a 
police constable to 
call up deputy Chief 
Minister Nitin Patel and 
circulating audio clips 
of the conversation on 
social media.

Farmers at Delhi borders, families 
take charge of farming back home

Chandigarh: With 
a majority of Punjab 
farmers pitching in at 
Delhi borders in protest 
against the new central 
farm laws, their family 
members have been left 
taking care of standing 
wheat crop and other 
allied activities back 
home.

In absence of adult 
males, women have taken 
the charge of irrigating 
fields, sprinkling 
fertilizers in them, 
tending cattle, milking 
cows and chopping 
fodder for them with 
their children's help, 
while keeping their 
spouses and adult sons 
assured all the while 
not to worry about the 
chores back home and 
focus on their protests.

"With children's 
help, we are taking care 
of wheat crop, cattle 
and other jobs," said 
44-year-old Paramjit 
Kaur, a resident of Jhita 
Kalan village in Amritsar 
district.

Ms Kaur's husband, 
Harjit Singh, is a farmer 
leader, currently engaged 
in farmers' stir at Delhi 
border.

The couple's two 
children, Manmeet 
Kaur and Yuvraj Singh, 
having nothing to do 
with farming earlier, are 

now enthusiastically 
helping their mother in 
agricultural and allied 
activities.

Both have cleared 
their IELTS (International 
English Language Testing 
System) exams and 
aspire to study abroad, 
Ms Kaur told PTI over the 
phone.

Yuvraj is now 
irrigating wheat fields 
and taking care of cattle.

"I have sown wheat 
for the first time," said 
Yuvraj who has cleared 
his 12th standard.

Yuvraj's 20-year-
old Manmeet Kaur, 
who wishes to study in 
Canada, said, "We never 
did these jobs. We were 
involved in our studies. 
My job was limited to the 
kitchen but now we are 
doing agricultural work 
as well. I am taking care 
of vegetable fields and 
other errands now."

Jaspreet Kaur, 35, the 
wife of another farmer 
camping at Delhi border, 
said she was taking care 
of the cattle at her village 
Jethuke in Bathinda 
district.

"I am now milking 
cows and buffaloes in 
absence of my husband," 
said Kaur, whose family 
sell milk for their 
livelihood.

She said they have 

roped in some labourers 
for watering fields and 
sprinkling urea.

"The problems are 
there but we have to face 
them," said Ms Kaur, a 
mother of three.

Bhartiya Kisan Union 
(Ekta Ugrahan) general 
secretary Sukhdev Singh 
said in several areas, 
villagers and labourers 
have come forward to 
irrigate fields of farmers 
pitching in at Delhi 
borders in protests of 
farm laws.

Committees have also 
been formed in several 
villages where fellow 
villagers irrigate crops 
of those who are at the 
protest site.

Farmers from 
different parts of the 
country, including 
Haryana and Punjab, 
have been camping at 
various border points of 
Delhi for two weeks now, 
demanding the repeal of 
three recent farm laws of 
the Centre.

Farmers are 
protesting against the 
farm laws, which they 
fear will dismantle the 
minimum support price 
system, leaving them 
at the "mercy" of big 
corporates.

They have rejected 
the government offer to 
amend the farm laws.

Zodiac Killer’s cipher 
solved after 51 years

San Francisco, 12 Dec [theGuardian]: It took 51 
years and a team of experts from three countries 
to crack the code to a cipher left by the still 
unidentified Zodiac Killer, who haunted northern 
California communities in the 1960s and 70s. 
But, on Friday, the code-breaker David Oranchak 
revealed for the first time, the ominous message 
sent by the murderer.

“I hope you are having lots of fun in trying to 
catch me,” the message, sent to the San Francisco 
Chronicle in November 1969 in a series of symbols, 
reads. “I am not afraid of the gas chamber because 
it will send me to paradise all the sooner because I 
now have enough slaves to work for me.”

The FBI confirmed that the news of the cracked 
code is the real deal, but said it does little to help 
investigators in the decades-long search for the 
serial killer.

“The Zodiac Killer terrorized multiple 
communities across northern California and even 
though decades have gone by, we continue to seek 
justice for the victims of these brutal crimes,” 
the FBI spokeswoman Cameron Polan said in the 
statement given to the San Francisco Chronicle, 
which broke the story.

Polan added that the Zodiac Killer case 
remains an ongoing investigation for the San 
Francisco division. “Due to the ongoing nature of 
the investigation, and out of respect for the victims 
and their families, we will not be providing further 
comment at this time,” she said.

This is the second Zodiac cipher that has been 
cracked. The first was solved quickly by a local 
couple. Much like the code exposed today, the first 
served only to terrify and provoke. It revealed little 
about who the killer was – only the heinous reason 
behind the spree: “I like killing” the code read, 
“because it is so much fun.”

The Zodiac Killer is officially tied to five 
murders in the Bay Area that occurred in 1968 and 
1969. Two additional victims escaped, and many 
more crimes are believed to have been committed 
by the person who claimed responsibility for 37 
deaths.

The killer, believed to be a white man, began 
contacting newspapers in 1969 and phoning 
the police, identifying himself only as “Zodiac”. 
He often sought publicity for his grisly crimes, 
threatening newspapers with additional murders 
if they refused to print his ciphers. There were four 
codes total, one in which the killer said his identity 
would be revealed. Though several theories have 
been floated through the years on Zodiac’s identity, 
he has evaded detection by authorities across five 
decades.
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JOURNOS GET A PERMANENT ADDRESS: Patrakar Bhawan, developed in a 
building transferred to the Press Club of Sikkim by the SKM Government, was 
inaugurated today near MP Golai, NH-10, Gangtok. The new facility is a multi-
storeyed building which accommodates the PCS office, halls, a kitchen and 
rooms for lodging. Papers transferring the property were handed over during 
National Press Day last year, and the building renovated and refurbished by PCS 
in time for inauguration on National Press Day this year.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Does Corruption Bother Anyone?
If it does, then start by rejecting 
compromises which have long-term effects

For all the (selective) hyperventilation on social-
media and pontification in spaces like this, it is 

becoming increasing apparent that no one is really 
bothered by corruption. It’s there. It makes people 
pliable, it helps dispense favours and helps speed 
things up. At one level, some even see it as a leveler for 
those who would otherwise be denied access due to 
the extant social hierarchies which distance then from 
influence. But then again, the class system continues 
to be perpetuated, this time, with the health of bank 
accounts marking the new segment. 

So, when one speaks of corruption helping speed 
things up, the follow-up question would be - for whom? 

The creamy layer keeps skimming more and 
more on the lame excuse that corruption has now 
become “institutionalised” and is thus an unavoidable 
necessary evil. The less privileged and the weaker are 
still stonewalled by the monolithic babudom that ties 
up every file in red tape till it eventually gets lost and 
has to be “greased” out. That is how things have been for 
very long, and if anything, the processes of corruption 
have been more streamlined, not constricted. And don’t 
let the chowkidar drama lull you into believing that any 
body-blow has been delivered to corruption because 
nothing has emerged thus far to suggest anything even 
remotely close to that claim.

Okay, let’s set that debate aside for later. Let’s 
accept ground realities and see whether something 
acceptable to all sides can be worked out. Let’s begin 
with what Corruption means. Corruption, in the 
context being discussed here, is the use of public office 
for private gain. The prevention of Corruption Act 
defines bribery as: a public servant taking gratification 
other than legal remuneration in respect of an official 
act; a public servant obtaining a valuable thing, 
without consideration from the person concerned in 
proceeding or the business transacted by such a public 
servant; and criminal misconduct. Now that we know 
the legal pegging of corruption, let’s understand what 
powers a bureaucrat holds. Frankly speaking, awarding 
supplies unannounced and fixing tenders for minor 
works can be accepted as the spoils of power. So long 
as a road is repaired, no matter how tackily, the people 
don’t mind. It is however this immediate perception 
and response to corruption that threatens the future. 
When people rave and rant about the shoddy work a 
contractor did in their area, they lose sight of the bigger 
mechanisations at work which impact all our futures 
more. The people’s representative and the bureaucrats 
have a say not just in the award of contracts, but also in 
long-term strategising which will remain with Sikkim 
long after the officers are retired and the politicians 
rejected. Too much more is at stake than just the plunder 
of the State treasury when significant policy decisions 
are taken. These decisions should never be slipped 
through in consideration of private/ political gains. 
People’s representatives have to update themselves 
better on the functioning of their departments so that 
they can see through the overtly subservient, but subtly 
dexterous maneuvering of proposals by their officers 
to pass on years of Sikkim’s future into the hands of 
those who have wooed their favour. Sikkim knows this 
well in the embarrassments which have resulted when 
significant policy interventions were compromised 
when delivery was distributed as favours.

Agreed, there can be no grades of corruption, but 
there are some forms which are more damaging than 
the short-supply or shoddy civil works kind which 
invariably attract all the attention and condemnations. 
The corruptions which compromise long-term plans 
and institutionalize such compromises need to be 
looked out against more diligently and addressed. 
From there could start the snowball effect to bring 
down a substantial row of the corruption domino. But 
then, like this piece wondered at the start: are people in 
general really bothered by corruption?

Masks and Mandates: How Individual Rights and Government 
Regulation Are Both Necessary For a Free Society

MARTHA ACKELSBERG
theconversation.com

I’ve been thinking a lot, recently, 
about the tension between 

demanding “individual rights” – in 
the sense of deciding whether or not 
to wear a mask – and calling for more 
action on the part of our government 
to protect us from the coronavirus 
pandemic.

I’m a political theorist, which 
means I study how communities are 
organized, how power is exercised 
and how people relate to one another 
in and between communities. I’ve 
realized – through talking to friends, 
and thinking about the protests 
against COVID-19-related restrictions 
that have taken place around the 
country – that many people do not 
understand that individual rights and 
state power are not really opposites.

The laws and policies that 
governments enact set the 
framework for the exercise of our 
rights. So, inaction on the part of 
government does not necessarily 
empower citizens. It can, effectively, 
take away our power, leaving us less 
able to act to address our needs.

‘WAR OF ALL AGAINST ALL’
The Founders stated in the 

Declaration of Independence that 
“governments are instituted among 
Men … to secure their rights … to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Those goals cannot be pursued 
individually without governments to 
help create the conditions necessary 
for collective life. As Thomas Hobbes 
recognized almost four centuries 
ago, if everyone just does what they 
please, no one can trust anyone. We 
end up with chaos, uncertainty and a 
“war of all against all.”

Rights become worthless.
This paradox – of the need for 

government to enable the effective 
pursuit of individual aims – is 
particularly extreme in the situation 
of COVID-19 and its attendant 
economic crisis. Amid a rampaging 
pandemic, people have rights to do 
many things, but are they really free 
to exercise them?

It may not feel like you can 
enjoy the benefits of your individual 
rights when you have to be engaged 

in a continuous process of risk-
assessment: Is it safe to leave my 
house? To go to work? To send my 
child to school? To visit my loved 
ones?

Even more, people confront 
those questions from very different 
perspectives: “Essential” workers 
have had to make decisions about 
whether to go to work and risk 
disease or death, or to stay home to 
protect themselves and their families 
and risk hunger and homelessness. 
Those who are unsafe in their homes, 
because they live with abusive 
parents or partners must choose 
between the danger of staying in 
and the dangers of leaving. Even 
those who work remotely make an 
assessment of risk every time they 
leave home, especially now that 
infections have surged, given the 
absence of clear, shared norms about 
social distancing, mask-wearing and 
other precautions against the spread 
of disease.

COLLECTIVE FRAMEWORK
Each person experiences these as 

personal choices, however, because 
federal and state governments have 
failed to provide a truly collective 
framework within which people can 
be safer.

People may know, for example, 
that if everyone wore a mask in the 
presence of others, maintained social 
distance and avoided large crowds, 
it would be relatively safe to be out 
in public. But that goal cannot be 

achieved by voluntary individual 
actions alone, since the benefits are 
achieved only when most or all of us 
participate.

The only way to assure that 
everyone will be wearing a mask — 
understood as an act of community 
and collective care, an action taken 
to protect others, as well as ourselves 
— is for the government to require 
mask-wearing because it is needed 
for the protection of life.

It’s well accepted that 
governments can mandate that 
drivers must have insurance if they 
are to be allowed to register and 
drive a car, or that all children be 
vaccinated before they can attend 
school. These requirements are 
justified out of the recognition that 
our individual actions (or inactions) 
affect others as well as ourselves.

Of course — and here is where 
questions about individual rights 
come up against the need for 
government policy — in the absence 
of government economic support for 
individuals and families, for example, 
the costs of actions taken to protect 
others fall unequally.

If businesses close to slow the 
spread of disease, they protect both 
workers and consumers. But without 
government aid, they and their 
workers are the ones who bear the 
financial burdens of these actions as 
individuals.

INTERDEPENDENCE AND 
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY

That is why the CARES Act, which 
provided income for those who lost 
jobs and loans or grants to those who 
kept their workers on payroll, was 
critical.

It was government policy that 
recognized that collective caring 
behavior cannot be sustained 
without communal support. The 
CARES Act articulated, through a 
series of government programs, the 
idea that no one should be forced 
to be a martyr — say, to lose their 
livelihood — for the benefit of others.

Government policy of this sort 
(such as the relief bills now being 
considered by Congress) aims to 
ensure that those who forego work 
to protect others — or go to work to 
protect others, like essential workers 
— will not have to pay a personal price.

The ability to exercise the rights 
to work, to shop or to go to school 
depends upon having a relatively safe 
public space in which to operate. In 
turn, that requires all of us to attend 
to the rights and safety of others, as 
well as of ourselves.

Government is the means by 
which such attending — caring — 
is expressed and accomplished. 
It is only when people can count 
on others to be concerned for one 
another that they can truly be free to 
act, and exercise their rights, in the 
public arena.

[the writer is William R. Kenan, 
Jr. Professor of Government, 

emerita, Smith College]

Picture This: These Beautiful Books Help Children Read the World
BEVERLEY BRENNA
theconversation.com

Contemporary Canadian picture 
books are sweeping readers off 

their feet with compelling images as 
well as — or instead of — words.
Julie Flett’s Birdsong, for example, 
recently earned the 2020 TD 
Canadian Children’s Literature Award 
for the most distinguished book of 
the year. Before winning, the book 
was shortlisted alongside two other 
picture books and two middle-grade 
novels for this prestigious prize. 
Since 2014, many of the winners of 
this award have been picture books.

Combinations of images and 
words have come into their own 
as spectacular products of arts 
and culture. As such, they have 
tremendous potential in the wide 
field of literacy as families, schools 
and communities embrace shared 
reading opportunities.

INCREASED VARIETY OF STORIES
My research team and I recently 

explored 500 picture books created 
by authors or illustrators living in 
Canada and published since 2017 
by Canadian publishers. I’ve also 
reviewed an array of modern titles 
that demonstrate the evolution of 
what Eliza Dresang, a professor 
of library science, called “radical 
change” in children’s literature.

Dresang identifies that in our 
digital age, we’re seeing an increased 
variety of forms and formats in 
children’s literature, and wider 
content boundaries. Children’s 
literature is currently engaging 
more serious subject matter and 
including perspectives that have 
been historically marginalized, such 
as stories about Indigenous people’s 
experiences of residential schools.

Through literary and artistic 
merit, many picture books attract 
wider age ranges and engage older 
adults than ever before. Some titles 
can even support struggling teen 
readers.

Today, picture books appear in 
a variety of genres, fiction and non-
fiction, and generally unfold in 24 

or 32 pages. Many of these books 
rely greatly on images to create and 
deepen meaning, and image quality 
is therefore critical. Readers now 
have access to multi-media projects 
with tremendous artistic merit, as 
well as stunning projects without 
any words at all, such as Sidewalk 
Flowers, illustrated by Sydney 
Smith and authored by JonArno 
Lawson. This wordless picture book 
won the 2015 Governor General’s 
Award in the category for children’s 
illustrated books.

CHOOSING BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN

Children need access to stories 
that authentically represent their 
lived lives. Educators and parents 
who are selecting picture books 
for children should examine 
the illustrations as well as the 
words, seeking titles that are 
representative of the world we 
live in. Audiences need diverse 
characters who are portrayed 
respectfully and accurately in terms 
of culture, language, religion, social 
class, ability, sexual orientation and 
gender.

The increasing availability 
of dual-language books offers a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate 
multiple languages, with translations 
either embedded as single words or 
full text variations.

The following books are 
extraordinary in both text and 
illustration, grouped here as a 
snapshot of contemporary excellence 
that represents diverse communities, 
identity themes and artistic media. 
Include them in home and school 
collections or enjoy them from your 
local public library.

THE LAND BEYOND THE WALL, 
by Veronika Martenova Charles.

Nimbus Publishing, 2017.
This allegory, presented in 

evocative narrative and watercolour, 
follows a young girl who moves to 
a country where she is free to be 
an artist. The author’s afterword 
discusses her childhood behind the 

Iron Curtain, arriving in Canada via 
Pier 21 in Halifax. For ages 5–12+.

MY BEAUTIFUL BIRDS, by 
Suzanne Del Rizzo.

Pajama Press, 2017.
Sami has escaped war-torn 

Syria and lives in a refugee camp. 
As he befriends four new birds, 
he begins to adjust to his new life. 
Poetic language pairs well here 
with stunning illustrations created 
through Plasticine, polymer clay and 
acrylics. For ages 6–10+.

MY CAT LOOKS LIKE MY DAD, by 
Thao Lam.

OwlKids, 2019.
This unique story, presented with 

retro-style collage, lists the various 
ways the narrator’s dad resembles 
their cat. A surprising twist at the 
end: the narrator is actually a bird. 
The message is that family is what 
you make it. For ages 3–8+.

KISIMI TAIMAIPPAKTUT 
ANGIRRARIJARANI/Only in my 
hometown, written by Angnakuluk 
Friesen, illustrated by Ippiksaut 
Friesen and translated by Jean 
Kusugak.

House of Anansi Press, 2017.
Free-verse childhood memories, 

paired with evocative paintings, 
illuminate growing up in a small 
Arctic town. The text unfolds in two 
languages: Inuktitut (using both 
syllabics and transliterated roman 
orthography) and English. For ages 
5–adult.

AFRICVILLE, written Shauntay 
Grant and illustrated by Eva 
Campbell.

Groundwood Books, 2018.
A young girl visits the former 

site of Africville and imagines 
this historic Black Nova Scotian 
community while thinking about 
family stories. Textured oil-and-
pastel-on-canvas illustrations 
extend the lyrical text. An author’s 
note provides more information 
about Africville’s development from 
an early settlement, and how the 

community was razed by the city of 
Halifax in the 1960s. For ages 4–8+.

SEAMUS’S SHORT STORY, written 
by Heather Hartt-Sussman and 
illustrated by Milan Pavlović.

House of Anansi Press, 2017.
When Seamus wears his mother’s 

high-heeled shoes, he can reach 
everything! But … there are definitely 
times to be tall and times to be 
small. This is a nuanced story about 
innovation, self-acceptance and love, 
presented with a bright palette of 
colour. For ages 4–8.

THE DOG WHO WANTED TO 
FLY, written by Kathy Stinson and 
illustrated by Brandon James Scott.

Annick Press, 2019.
This warm-hearted story, 

enriched by Brandon Smith’s highly 
animated illustrations, encourages 
readers to follow their dreams. Zora 
is a well-developed and compelling 
canine character that audiences will 
cherish. For ages 3–8.

THE GIRL AND THE WOLF, 
written by Katherena Vermette and 
illustrated by Julie Flett.

Theytus Books Ltd., 2019.
A girl gathers berries with her 

mother when she becomes lost in 
the woods. A wolf helps her use 
her wits and she finds her family. 
Later, she leaves tobacco in a red 
cloth as a gift of thanks. Julie Flett’s 
textured mixed-media images extend 
Katherena Vermette’s powerful text 
about finding courage and wisdom 
inside ourselves. The author’s note 
says this story was “inspired by 
traditional stories, yes, but in no way 
taken from one.” For ages 4–9+.

THE OUTLAW by Nancy Vo.
House of Anansi Press, 2018.
A young boy speaks on behalf of 

an outlaw returning to make amends 
in this story about redemption. The 
images use ink, watercolour and 
newsprint transfer, with newspaper 
clippings and fabric patterns from 
the late 19th century. For ages 5–9+.

[the writer is Professor of 
Curriculum Studies, College 

of Education, University 
of Saskatchewan]
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Mary Kom a big source of inspiration for me: Bala

New Delhi, Dec 12 
(PTI): Star Indian 
woman footballer Bala 
Devi says she took 
inspiration from boxing 
legend Mary Kom, who 
achieved unprecedented 
success as a sportsperson 
despite having humble 
roots.

Bala, the first 
Indian woman to play 
professional football in 
a top-flight league in 
Europe, talked about an 
interaction with the six-
time world champion 
and Olympic bronze 
medallist Mary Kom 
during the 2014 Asian 
Games.

"Mary Kom is a big 
source of inspiration 
for me. She came from 
such humble beginnings 
and through her hard 
work, she broke so 
many records. Even 
after becoming a mother, 
she continues to break 
records and win laurels 
for the country," Bala 

said.
"We interacted at the 

Asian Games in 2014 and 
watched her train. She 
is a very friendly person 
and also supported us 
during our games," Bala 
told AIFF TV.

Bala recently scored 
her first goal for the 
Rangers FC in the Scottish 
Women's Premier League 
in a 9-0 decimation 
of Motherwell FC. She 
signed an 18-month 

contract with Rangers in 
January.

"After the goal, a lot 
of people wished me 
and many were talking 
and writing about it, 
which made me feel very 
proud. After that, I was 
nominated for the AFC 
Player of the Week and 
seeing my name on the 
list alongside such icons 
made me happy," she 
said.

"I just want everyone 

to continue supporting 
us so we can keep 
achieving bigger things 
for the country in the 
future," the 30-year-old 
said.

Bala was named as 
a nominee for the AFC 
International Player of 
the Week alongside star 
players such as Iran's 
Sardar Azmoun, Korea 
Republic's Son Heung-
min and Japanese icon 
Saki Kumagai.

"Ever since I gave 
my trials at this club 
(Rangers), I wanted to 
inspire every Indian 
player back home. I 
have wanted to be an 
inspiration for all the 
girls and young players 
in India who want to 
play internationally.

"It is something 
that has always been 
on my mind and I take 
it into account every 
time I step on to the 
pitch," she said.

She said the 
international exposure 
provided by the 
All India Football 
Federation has played 
a key role in her 
development.

"The AIFF gave us 
so many international 
exposure tours, I gained 
a lot of experience 
of playing against 
European teams and I 
realised that I can play 
and compete with them," 
quipped Bala.

HC quashes Income Tax proceedings 
against Karti Chidambaram and his wife

Chennai, Dec 12 
(PTI): The Madras High 
Court has quashed the 
Income Tax proceedings 
initiated against 
Karti Chidambaram, 
son of former Union 
Finance Minister P 
C h i d a m b a r a m , a n d 
his wife over alleged 
non-disclosure of cash 
transactions of about Rs 
seven crore following 
sale of a property near 
here.

The Court, while 
ruling that the action is 
"not maintainable and 
premature", clarified 
that proceedings may 
be initiated again if the 
authority concerned 
deemed the same is 
required after proper 
assessment.

The prosecution 
case was that Karti, the 
Congress Member of 
Parliament, representing 
Sivaganga, and his wife 
Srinidhi received Rs 6.38 
crore and Rs 1.35 crore 
in cash respectively, 
through sale of a land 
owned by them near 
Muttukadu.

However, they had 
neither disclosed the 
same in their assessment 
nor paid taxes for the 
income.

Hence, the I-T 
department initiated 
criminal prosecution for 
alleged non-disclosure 
of income by them to the 
tune of Rs 7.73 crore for 
2015-16 fiscal.

Challenging the 
same, the duo contended 
that the prosecution is 
liable to be quashed for 
procedural lapse.

They argued that the 
prosecution has been 
initiated for filing of false 
return, which amounts 
to offence of giving false 
evidence before a court 
under the Indian Penal 
Code.

As per the Income 
Tax Act, the proceedings 
of the assessing officer 
are deemed to be that 
of a proceeding of a civil 
court and therefore, only 
the assessing officer 
should have initiated the 
prosecution.

But in this case, 
a deputy director of 

investigation of the 
department has initiated 
the prosecution, they 
claimed.

Granting liberty to the 
department to initiate 
penal action as per law, 
if it chooses to, Justice N 
Sathish Kumar said, the 
prosecution launched by 
the Deputy Director is 
not maintainable.

The present 
complaint lodged by 
the prosecution is a 
premature one.

If the assessing officer 
comes to the conclusion 
in proceedings under 
Section 153 of the 
Income Tax Act, it is open 
to the Department to 
initiate penal action as 
per law.

Justice Sathish 
Kumar, who pronounced 
the order on Friday, 
observed that unless a 
finding is recorded by 
the assessing officer 
as to a willful attempt 
to evade tax or filing 
false verification, the 
complaint filed by the 
Deputy Director is not 
maintainable.

TMC fumes as centre pulls officers over JP Nadda attack
Kolkata, 12 Dec 
[NDTV]: Mamata 
Banerjee's party's tussle 
with the BJP over the 
attack on its chief JP 
Nadda's convoy rolled 
on to Saturday with the 
Trinamool Congress 
accusing Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah of 
"indirectly trying to 
impose emergency in 
Bengal... by terrorising 
IAS and IPS officers of the 
state".

In a letter to the 
Union Home Secretary 
Ajay Bhalla, who reports 
to Mr Shah, Trinamool 
MP Kalyan Banerjee has 
protested his ministry's 
letter dated Friday which 
asked the chief secretary 
of Bengal to release three 
Indian Police Service 
(IPS) officers for "central 
deputation".

Claiming that JP 
Nadda was himself to 
blame for the stone-
throwing at his convoy 
on December 10 when 
the three officers were 
responsible for his 
security, Mr Banerjee 
said that the convoy had 
50 motorcycles and 30 
cars with BJP flags.

"All three officers 

were deployed on 10th 
December nearby at the 
place of occurrence. Your 
motive is very clear that 
by taking them, you want 
to create pressure upon 
the said three police 
officers," Mr Banerjee 
wrote.

The Trinamool MP, 
who helmed the party's 
bid on Friday to offset the 
BJP's bombardment over 
the incident, also alleged 
that centre's summons 
to West Bengal's top 
bureaucrat and police 
chief that have already 
been rebuffed smacked 
of a "political motive".

"It appears that with 
a political motive and 
at the instance of your 
minister, who is a political 
person belonging to the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), you have issued the 
said letter," Mr Banerjee 
said, referring to the 
summons for Monday.

"You are trying to 
coerce the officers of the 
State of West Bengal with 
political vindictiveness. 
It appears also you 
are interfering with 
the federal structure 
embodied under 
the scheme of the 

constitution of India," he 
added.

The top two 
bureaucrats of West 
Bengal on Friday had 
asked to be excused from 
meeting in Delhi over the 
law and order situation 
in the state with special 
reference to the attack on 
BJP president JP Nadda's 
convoy.

The escalating row 
over the attack on Mr 
Nadda's convoy on 
Thursday has opened 
a new front in the 
bitter feud between 
West Bengal's ruling 
Trinamool Congress and 
the BJP ahead of state 

elections due next year.
The BJP chief 's 

convoy was attacked 
with bricks, stones and 
sticks near Kolkata. 
Some leaders were 
injured and cars 
were damaged in 
the incident, which 
the BJP has blamed 
on supporters of the 
Trinamool Congress.

The incident 
took place at 
Diamond Harbour, 
the parliamentary 
constituency of the 
Chief Minister's nephew 
Abhishek Banerjee.

Video clips showed 
rocks smashing through 

windscreens and 
windows as the cars 
moved on a crowded 
road in Diamond 
Harbour, around 60 km 
from Kolkata. The BJP 
said its leaders Kailash 
Vijayvargiya and Mukul 
Roy were injured.

West Bengal Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
representative of the 
BJP-led government 
at the centre, has also 
amped up his permanent 
war with the Trinamool 
government after the 
incident, chastising the 
party in media briefings 
and public missives to 
the centre.

7 new COVID-19 cases in Andamans; tally rises to 4,798
Port Blair, Dec 12 
(PTI): Seven more 
people have tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, pushing the 
tally in the Union 
Territory to 4,798, a 
health department 
official said on Saturday.

Of the fresh cases, five 

were detected during 
contact tracing while two 
have travel history, he 
said.

Seven more people 
were cured of the disease 
on Friday, taking the total 
number of recoveries in 
the archipelago to 4,659, 
the official said.

The Union Territory 

now has 78 active cases 
while 61 people have 
died of the infection so 
far, he said.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administration 
has conducted 1,47,801 
sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, and the 
positivity rate stands at 
3.25 per cent, he added.

Bengal registers 50 more COVID deaths, 2,753 new cases
Kolkata, Dec 11 (PTI): 
West Bengal's COVID-19 
death toll went up to 
8,966 on Friday, with 
50 people succumbing 
to the disease, a health 
department bulletin said.

It said that 2,753 new 
coronavirus cases were 
reported from various 
parts of the state taking the 
overall tally to 5,16,505.

Altogether 2,873 
patients also recovered 
from the infection 
pushing the total number 
of recoveries to 4,84,258.

The state now has is 
23,281 active cases, the 

bulletin said.
Of the fresh fatalities, 

15 were reported from 
North 24 Parganas and 
13 from Kolkata. The 
remaining deaths were 
registered in various 
other districts.

The 2,753 new 
positive cases included 

679 from Kolkata and 
664 from North 24 
Parganas.

In the last 24 hours, 
42,131 samples were 
tested for COVID-19 in 
the state, taking the total 
number of such tests to 
63,40,171, the bulletin 
said.

Mizoram reports 16 new COVID-19 cases

Aizawl, Dec 12 (PTI): 
Mizoram on Saturday 
reported sixteen new 
COVID-19 cases, taking 
the tally to 4,024, an 
official said.

Of the new cases, six 
each were reported from 
Aizawl and Lawngtlai 
districts, and four from 
the Kolasib district, he 
said.

Eight of the patients 
have travel history, the 
official said.

Two patients have 
developed symptoms, 
while the rest are 
asymptomatic, he said.

The state at present 
has 197 active cases.

With 20 people 
recovering on Friday, the 
number of cured patients 

has increased to 3,820.
The recovery rate is 

94.94 per cent.
So far seven people 

have died of COVID-19 in 
Mizoram.

All of them are from 
the Aizawl district.

Altogether, 1,63,202 
samples have been tested 
for COVID-19, including 
956 on Friday.

An Odisha artist's message for 
PM Modi on cutting of trees

Mayurbhanj, Odisha, 
12 Dec: An artist 
has carved a portrait 
of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on a tree 
in Similipal National 
Park in Odisha's 
Mayurbhanj requesting 
him to take note of the 
illegal felling of trees in 
the forest.

Speaking to ANI, 
Samarendra Behera, the 
artist, said, "Through 
this portrait, I want to 
send a request to Modi 
ji to take note of illegal 
felling of trees in this 
forest. I am a small 

artist from Odisha's 
Mayurbhanj district. I 
know that I cannot meet 
my honourable Prime 
Minister personally."

He also said that 
he would like to thank 
the Prime Minister for 
taking steps towards for 
development-related 
and health sector of the 
country. "That is the 
reason I have drawn 
a portrait of him on a 
tree inside the jungle 
to thank him as well as 
trying to send a message 
to everyone to save our 
environment," he added.

Lord Jagannath Temple likely to reopen ahead of New Year
Puri, Dec 12 (PTI): 
The Shree Jagannath 
Temple here is likely to 
throw open its gates to 
devotees before New 
Year after being closed 
for nine months due to 
COVID-19, the temple 
administration said on 
Saturday.

The Shree 
Jagannath Temple 
Adminsitration (SJTA) 
chief administrator 
Krishan Kumar said the 
decision on reopening 
the temple was taken 

keeping in view the 
religious sentiments of 
the devotees and the 
COVID-19 protocol will 
be strictly observed 
when the 12th century 
shrine reopens.

A meeting of temple 
servitors 'Chhatisa 
Nijog' was held and 
the SJTA will send its 
recommendations to the 
state government for the 
final approval to reopen 
the temple, he told PTI.

Kumar said that it is 
planned to reopen the 

temple on December 23 
and the people of Puri will 
get the first opportunity 
to enter the temple. 
The detailed standard 
operating procedure 
will be issued after the 
government's approval.

We will urge the 
government to reopen 
the temple for residents 
of Puri in the first five 
days of its reopening.

These people are 
unable to have darshan 
of the Lords even though 
they live very close to the 

temple, he said.
The temple will 

remain closed on January 
1 and 2 in view of the 
possibility of the rush of 
devotees to the pilgrim 
town on New Year's Day.

However, from January 
3 onwards the temple will 
be kept open for all.

From that day 
COVID-19 negative 
certificates given in the 
last 48 hours will be 
required and both RAT 
and RT-PCR tests will 
be allowed. All temple 

servitors will have to 
produce identity cards 
for entry into the shrine.

Initially, 5,000 
devotees will be allowed 
to enter into the temple. 
"Thereafter the number of 
devotees allowed in per day 
will be gradually increased 
every week, he said.

The SJTA chief 
administrator thanked 
servitors for the smooth 
conduct of the world 
famous Ratha Jatra of 
Lord Jagannath during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Anthony Joshua: 'If I don’t take this guy serious, I’m giving him a chance'

DONALD MCRAE
London, 12 Dec [theGuardian]: 
“Kubrat Pulev’s a nutter,” Eddie Hearn 
said as he lowered his voice and leaned 
forward conspiratorially. Hearn’s fighter, 
Anthony Joshua, faces Pulev on Saturday 
night in the first world heavyweight 
title contest to take place in a bio-secure 
Covid-19 bubble. The curiously open and 
engaging nature of boxing, the most brutal 
and dangerous of all sports, has been even 
more evident this week as the fighters, 
managers, promoters, television crews 
and lowly writers have all been cooped 
up together in a cordoned-off section of a 
hotel in Wembley.

“He’s scary,” Hearn continued after 
I told him how Pulev had been a quiet 
revelation whether talking about books 
or his father, psychology or his conviction 
that he will beat Joshua. “Every time I’ve 
seen him this week I’ve gone like that.”

Hearn bunched his knuckles in the 
traditional fist bump of the fight bubble. 
“And Pulev’s really hit me quite hard 
on the hand. Not violently but I’ve gone 
[Hearn wrings his hand]. I said: ‘Kubrat, 
can you stop doing that?’ He looked at me 
and said: ‘Ha, ha, you easy …’”

Hearn has hundreds of millions of 
pounds hinging on the outcome of this 
fight. If Pulev were to shock Joshua and 
strip him of his IBF, WBA and WBO belts 
he will simultaneously rip up Hearn’s 
intricate plans. An expected victory for the 
champion, in contrast, would secure a two-
fight deal between Joshua and Tyson Fury, 
the WBC title-holder. Joshua against Fury, 
an all-British battle for the undisputed 
heavyweight championship of the world, 
would be a wild, compelling and insanely 
lucrative affair. Hearn expects the first 
fight to secure around 2.2m buys on pay-
per-view.

Pulev stands in the way – but the 
Bulgarian’s toughness is not matched by 
the kind of hand speed which unsettled 
Joshua when he was stopped 18 months 
ago. Andy Ruiz Jr, dismissed as a roly-
poly no-hoper, hauled himself off the 
Madison Square Garden canvas to blitz 
Joshua. The fallen champion looked 

battered and bemused on that crazy night 
in New York.

It says much for Joshua’s 
professionalism that he won the rematch 
in Saudi Arabia last December by 
opting for a more cautious strategy. He 
regained his titles with a wide victory on 
points but doubts remain because Ruiz 
partied harder than he prepared for that 
second fight – and memories of Joshua’s 
vulnerability have yet to fade.

Pulev looks lean and confident and 
Hearn said: “He’s a tough guy. He’s proud. 
But AJ is in a good place. He’s edgy, he’s 
nervous, which I think is a great thing 
because, in these fights behind closed 
doors, it’s easy to be five rounds in and 
coast a little. And with 1,000 fans there on 
Saturday it’s going to be even weirder than 
having nobody because it’s somewhere 
in the middle – but still more like an 
exhibition atmosphere behind closed 
doors.”

The unsettling truth is that this will 
be the opposite of an exhibition. Robert 
McCracken, a down-to-earth Brummie 
realist who has trained Joshua since the 
amateur days and been in the corner for 
all his tumultuous high and lows, spoke 
plainly: “It’s very tough for heavyweight 
boxers. They are always one punch away 
from disaster. But Josh’s trained long and 
hard. He’s taken Pulev deadly serious.”

McCracken nodded when asked if 
he agreed with Hearn’s assessment that 
Joshua, beneath the amiable quips, is 
on edge. “He is. Pulev is another top 

fighter with an unbelievable record – he’s 
only ever lost to [Wladimir] Klitschko. 
Very skilled, durable and tough. Josh is 
up against it because it’s another live 
challenger. They’re not hand-picked or No 
15. It doesn’t work like that with big Josh.”

The giant shadow of Fury hangs 
over the event – even if the 6ft 9in WBC 
champion with the outrageous suits and 
outlandish mouth is not expected to 
accept Hearn’s offer to attend the 
fight. McCracken was pragmatic again 
when asked about Fury. “Heavyweight 
boxing is so dangerous you can’t be 
thinking of future opponents. You’ve 
got the mandatory challenger [Pulev] 
who’s really determined, technically 
good, physically strong. All Josh thinks 
about is Pulev. For the last six months 
really. He’s got to get the job done.”

Pulev has a terrific jab – which is 
so often the key to victory in boxing. 
But, in the bubble, Pulev revealed 
even more. He was intelligent and 
amusing company. “I win all the time,” 
Pulev said when confirming that he 
is the Jenga champion in his camp. 
“It’s very precise, like building, which 
is my second passion after boxing. 
I like building, I like designing, I like 
architecture. From when I was six years 
old I drew buildings.”

Pulev is a proud Bulgarian and he says 
how much he wants to beat Joshua for 
the sake of his country and, even more 
personally, for his late father, Venko. “He 
was a heavyweight,” Pulev said, “and he 

loved boxing, like crazy, like a maniac. 
Before me and my brother were born, he 
wanted his whole life to have boys who 
became boxing champions.”

Venko Pulev was married three times 
and he became the father to five girls 
before, finally, 39 years ago, his son was 
born. “That was me. He said: ‘Wow! I can’t 
believe it’. He named me Kubrat which is 
the name of a very old king in Bulgaria. 
My middle name is Venko after him. My 
dad had two passions: boxing and books. 
He was a maniac about books. We lived 
in our small apartment and all the walls 
were completely covered in books, from 
floor to ceiling. In those socialist days 
everyone had the same apartment, the 
same furniture, the same couch. But 
all our furniture was made especially 
for books. Ten thousand books in one 
apartment. Every kind of book. History, 
romance, boxing.”

There was a less literary tone when 
Pulev spoke of his certainty that, driven 
by the memories of his father, he would 
knock out Joshua.

The world champion clearly 
remained the king this week. While he 
was accommodating, Joshua was tucked 
away in his own bubble within the larger 
boxing bubble. He is protected by his 
management but Joshua understands 
that he will be alone when Pulev walks 
towards him in a ring full of jeopardy 
and uncertainty.

“I always say Sunday morning will 
come, so no rush,” Joshua said with a 
wry smile when I asked him if the last 
few days of fight week were the hardest. 
“We’re here now. I’ve trained hard and 
I feel more confident than last time 
[the Ruiz rematch]. In Saudi, there was 
massive pressure. This one I have had 
a lot of time to work on everything. But 
it won’t be a walk in the park because, if 
I don’t take this guy deadly serious, I’m 
giving him a chance to beat me.”

Joshua had heard all the questions 
about Fury and their anticipated 
showdown in 2021. “I’ll give you the 
answers but please, right now, it’s solely 
about Kubrat Pulev. My focus is not on 

anyone else.”
In a small huddle around Joshua 

someone persisted and asked how he felt 
about Fury choosing not to be at ringside. 
“I don’t think too much about it. He’s a 
good fighter. He’s done well. Good luck to 
him, but Saturday night is my night.”

Joshua’s cagey display in the Ruiz 
rematch was followed soon after by Fury 
crushing Deontay Wilder to become WBC 
champion in Las Vegas in February. “Yeah, 
but remember it took a long time for Tyson 
Fury to become destructive,” Joshua said. 
“I’ve been that destructive ever since I 
started boxing. But I’m just going to do the 
job against Pulev in the best way possible. 
I’m ready for a 12-round fight but if a shot 
lands and causes a lot of damage I will 
be looking to take him out. Once a killer 
always a killer. Certain people can’t sleep 
at night because they’re really tuned up 
for a fight but I must be a good psychopath 
because I’m sleeping like a baby.”

Boxing’s capacity for tumult soon 
replaced such tranquillity. Friday 
afternoon’s weigh-in descended into a 
flurry of chaos as Pulev shouted at Joshua: 
“Tomorrow I’m going to destroy you.” 
Joshua replied: “What? You? Disrespect 
me and I’ll show you.”

The fighters came nose-to-nose while, 
at the back of the room, Pulev’s vociferous 
Bulgarian entourage charged the burly line 
of security men. The scuffling lasted for 
10 seconds before the fighters exchanged 
more insults.

“They wouldn’t stop,” Hearn told me 
afterwards. “In the end Pulev said: ‘I 
respect you’ and that dampened it. But he 
started again. Pulev said: ‘Tomorrow I will 
finish you, I will end you.’ AJ wasn’t rattled. 
He was calm and cold.”

Late on Saturday night, when the 
bubble darkens, the black lights of 
the ring will frame the contrasting 
figures of Joshua and Pulev. All this 
week’s edgy laughter and noise will 
die away. Everyone will pause as we 
wait to see the heavy blows land and 
discover whether the heavyweight 
money-spinner between Fury and 
Joshua has been ruined or secured.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain can recapture peak form, says Jürgen Klopp
London, 12 Dec 
[theGuardian]: Jürgen 
Klopp says Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain has made a 
complete recovery from 
injury and can recapture 
his peak Liverpool form 
after a difficult few years.
O x l a d e - C h a m b e r l a i n 
returned to full training 
this week for the first 
time since damaging 
knee ligaments during 
pre-season training in 
August. The midfielder, 
and the goalkeeper 
Alisson, who has missed 
three games with a 
hamstring strain but 
trained on Friday, could 
be involved at Fulham on 
Sunday.

The England 
international has 
suffered two serious 
knee injuries in the past 
two years and, although 
he made an important 
contribution to last 
season’s success with 43 
appearances, was unable 
to re-establish himself as 
a consistent first choice. 
But Klopp is confident 
the 27-year-old’s injury 
problems are behind 

him and a return to the 
outstanding form he 
showed before damaging 
an ACL in April 2018 is a 
realistic target.

The Liverpool 
manager said: “In 
training, what Ox did 
so far you can see his 
quality immediately. He 
is a difference-maker, 
you can see that. The 
speed, the technique, 
the combination of right 
foot, left foot; he can play 
different positions, score 
goals, so when he can 

finally play – and I don’t 
know whether that will 
be this week or next – it 
is a big plus for us.

“How long you 
can do that in a game 
depends on your 
fitness level and your 
fitness level depends 
on the amount of 
sessions you’ve had 
before games. Being 
compared to the 
best moment of your 
career after coming 
back from an injury is 
a really dumb thing to 

do. ‘Oh, he’s not that 
good any more.’ I have 
no time for that. Ox is an 
outstanding player, was 
always and will always 
be. Did he always play 
perfectly well? No. But 
he had a few really good 
games that helped us a 
lot. The longer he can stay 
without injury the better 
he will be. This time we 
are really confident we 
can do that until the end 
of his career.”

Klopp insists there 
were no concerns about 
the psychological impact 
of the injuries on Oxlade-
Chamberlain.

“After the first few 
weeks of a situation 
like that, which nobody 
needs, Ox is his best 
therapist himself. He is 
just a very positive and 
optimistic person. His 
family, girlfriend, brother, 
mother and father are all 
pretty close and when 
Ox joins team training 
again everybody gets the 
benefit of that. Ox is the 
energy giver – he doesn’t 
need too much energy 
from other people.”

Kevin De Bruyne wary of Manchester United backlash and threat on counter
Andy Hunter
London, 12 Dec 
[theGuardian]: Kevin 
De Bruyne believes 
Manchester City must 
be wary of another 
counterattacking trap 
and a Champions 
League backlash from 
Manchester United in 
Saturday’s derby at Old 
Trafford.

Ole Gunnar Solskjær’s 
side beat their local rivals 
three times last season, 
albeit with City winning 
their Carabao Cup semi-
final on aggregate, and 
De Bruyne is prepared 
for United to sit back 
once again, despite 
their wealth of forward 
options.

The City playmaker 
said: “They have some 
new players and maybe 
they will play a bit more 

offensively but we will 
see. After five minutes 
you are going to know 
what is happening in 
the game. They played 
defensively and on the 
counter last season and 
picked us off really well. 
I remember the home 
game when we lost 1-2 
but we made a couple 
of mistakes and it was 
difficult to come back. 
They won three out of 
four last year so we need 
to try and make that 
right.”

De Bruyne also 
expects United’s exit 
from the Champions 

League on Tuesday to 
prompt a reaction from 
Solskjær’s side.

“I don’t think the 
game is more important 
for them,” he said. “But 
we need to be careful 
because everything that 
has happened this week, 
it is a good game for them 
to change the switch. 
They will want to show 
a different side to what 
happened in Leipzig and 
we need to be aware of 
that.”

Pep Guardiola 
has paid the Belgium 
international the 
compliment of saying he 

would be in the best XI of 
players he has coached, 
including at Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich.

The City manager, 
who insisted Sergio 
Agüero was not fit to 
start, said: “He would 
be in there, yes. I was 
a lucky person. In 
Barcelona, in Munich 
and here I train 
incredible players but 
if you ask me which is 
the best keeper I could 
not answer. It would 
be disrespectful to 
another goalkeeper if 
I choose Víctor Valdés, 
[Manuel] Neuer or Edi 
[Ederson] now – all 
three are incredible. But 
Kevin, of course. It’s not 
necessary to be a brilliant 
guy and a smart guy and 
a wise guy to know that 
Kevin would be there.”

Kubrat Pulev is an unwelcome guest 
on Anthony Joshua's road to Fury

Kevin Mitchell
London, 12 Dec 
[theGuardian]: In 
conversation this week 
with a long-retired 
fighter who knows 
his oats, the idea that 
Anthony Joshua could 
lose against Kubrat Pulev 
on Saturday night was 
dismissed as somewhere 
between unlikely and 
insane.

Reminded that the 
same was said in the 
summer of 2019 before 
Joshua fought Andy Ruiz 
Jr, Mexico’s greatest 
advert for cheese-
packed tacos, my friend 
smiled. He knows there 
are no guarantees where 
the big beasts roam, 
whatever his inclination 
to dismiss Pulev as a 
39-year-old underdog 
expected to provide 
stout but unthreatening 
resistance to the three-
belt champion.

House fighters, 
unbeaten heavyweight 
prospects and ring 
kings in full flower 
do lose, sometimes to 
unlikely opponents, 
because the showcase 
division is not a place to 
make easy assumptions. 
And that is why the 
examples often cited to 
prove that such results 
are upsets – from James 
J Braddock beating Max 
Baer in 1935 to Mike 
Tyson falling at the 
feet of Buster Douglas 
in 1990 – should come 
with the qualification 
that a left hook thrown 
by a selected opponent 
is as dangerous as 
one delivered by the 
favourite. Or a fun-loving 
Mexican.

The Joshua script is 
written: he beats Pulev, 
impressively inside the 
distance – or even in an 
exciting tear-up – rings 
Tyson Fury on Saturday 
morning, they agree to 
fight at least twice in 2021 

and make more money 
than anyone in the history 
of the business, sharing 
maybe £200m or more. 
Joshua, in unguarded 
moments, is looking 
beyond that scenario.

“Who’s to say I can’t 
fight until I’m 38?” he 
asked rhetorically in a 
recent interview. “I don’t 
want to do it because I 
haven’t paid any bills. I 
want to do it because I 
love boxing.”

Boxing and Joshua will 
enjoy a mutual embrace 
only as long as he delivers 
for fans persuaded to 
invest in watching him, 
and they have done 
so in unprecedented 
numbers at four stadium 
mega-fights, in Cardiff 
and Wembley. It has 
been a spectacularly 
lucrative arrangement 
for the champion and his 
associates, so there will be 
no dissent about the long-
term strategy.

Pulev – who has been 
around so long he beat 
Matt Skelton 10 years ago, 
when the Bedford man 
was mysteriously aged, 
and four years before six-
fight novice Joshua ended 
Skelton’s career – brings 
gnarled credibility, a chin 
that has never let him 
down and the mien of a 
scarily calm bouncer. But 
the challenger is not part 
of the long-term deal. 
That place at the table is 
reserved for Fury. Forget 
Deontay Wilder or any of 
the other Americans. For 
now, Joshua is locked into 
an unsigned pact with his 
compatriot, one which 
excites fans every bit as 
much as when they paid 
to see Frank Bruno and 
Lennox Lewis go at it in 
Cardiff 27 years ago.

As the architect of 
the Joshua phenomenon, 
Eddie Hearn told the BBC’s 
Mike Costello: “Every 
time AJ fights, everybody 
should cross their fingers.”

I'm ready to bat at any position 
from No. 1 to 3: Labuschagne

Adelaide, Dec 12 
(PTI): Australia batsman 
Marnus Labuschagne on 
Saturday said there has 
not been any talk about 
him opening the batting 
in the first Test against 
India but he is ready to 
bat at that slot if the team 
management asks him to 
do so.

With both David 
Warner and Will Pucovski 
ruled out of the first Test, 
and Joe Burns short of 
runs, Labuschagne is an 
opening option for the 
home side in the day/
night match starting here 
on December 17.

No, there has not 
been (any talk on batting 
position) ... currently 
I think number three. 
But I am just preparing 
to bat, if that's No.1 or 
No.3, it doesn't matter. 
I am ready to face the 
ball, no matter what 
the circumstances are," 
he said during a virtual 
press conference.

Look, I finished last 
summer at three, so 
hopefully at three. But my 
job is to face the ball that 
is coming down to me 
wherever I am batting," 
said the 26-year-old, 
who has played 14 Tests 
so far.

He said he is ready to 
do whatever is the best 
for the team.

"If the team needs 
me to open, that's 
what I will do. It's a 
team sport, it's about 
winning gamesWe'll 
have to wait and 
see how things pan 
out with a few other 
moving parts currently.

Labuschagne said 
he's prepared to face 
the Indian attack under 
lights and since the 
players know who they 
are up against, it's just 
about being focussed.

We're obviously 
prepared. We played 
(Jasprit) Bumrah in one-

dayers and in the last 
ODI he really ramped it 
up and bowled very well. 
For us, we know who we 
are coming up against.

"So, it's just making 
sure we are really 
focussed and understand 
what bowlers are doing. 
We know which bowlers 
we are playing (against) 
and we make sure that 
we prepare accordingly, 
he said.

The right-handed 
batsman said facing the 
likes of Mitchell Starc, 
Pat Cummins and Josh 
Hazlewood in the nets 
makes the Australians 
better batsmen.

One thing that makes 
our batters that good 
is that we're facing the 
best bowling attack in 
and out during training. 
The likes of Cummins, 
Hazlewood, Starc and 
(James) Pattinson, 
they are unbelievable 
bowlers. Facing them 
every training session 
ensures we prepare as 
good as we possibly can 
be at Test level.

Labuschagne, who 
can also bowl leg-spin, is 
also ready to bowl if the 
team needs him.

I have been the fifth 
bowling option for the 
last five series, so it 
is no different than 
any other test match 
that I have played. I 
am making sure that 
I am always ready to 
bowl and I like the 
opportunity when I do 
get to bowl, he added.

He also said that 
there has been no 
change in the perspective 
of Australian players as 
far as the preparations 
for the day-night match 
is concerned.

We are just trying to 
hit a lot of balls, get used 
to conditions and trying 
to make sure (to be) 
ready come Thursday, he 
quipped.
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Hong Kong’s Jimmy Lai denied bail as Pompeo tweets support

HONG KONG (AP): 
Jimmy Lai, the 73-year-
old Hong Kong media 
tycoon and advocate for 
democracy, was denied 
bail Saturday after being 
charged the previous 
day under the semi-
autonomous Chinese 
territory’s new national 
security law.

Lai faces a charge of 
collusion with foreign 
elements to endanger 
national security, 
apparently for tweets 
he made and interviews 
or commentaries he did 
with foreign media.

The Apple Daily, a 
feisty pro-democracy 
tabloid owned by Lai, 
said he is accused 
of asking a foreign 
country, organization 
or individual to impose 
sanctions or engage in 
other hostile activities 
against Hong Kong or 
China.

His case was 
adjourned to April 
16 at the request of 
prosecutors, who said 
police needed time to 
review more than 1,000 

tweets and comments 
made on his Twitter 
account, the Apple Daily 
reported.

The newspaper 
said his charge sheet 
listed several foreign 
politicians who followed 
Lai on Twitter and cited 
commentaries he wrote 
and interviews he did 
with foreign media.

Lai, who was already 
being held on other 
fraud charges after 
police raided his media 
company, could be seen 
handcuffed to a chain 
around his waist as 
guards led him to a van 
to go from prison to 
court. He wore a navy 
blazer and an open-
neck shirt.

Beijing imposed 
the national security 
law on Hong Kong 
earlier this year after 
stormy protests in 
2019 that started over 
an extradition bill and 
expanded to include 
demands for greater 
democracy in the former 
British colony.

The new law outlaws 

secession, subversion, 
terrorism and collusion 
with foreign forces to 
intervene in Hong Kong’s 
affairs. It has constricted 
free speech in the city, 
and democracy activists 
see it as a way to suppress 
dissent.

U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo 
tweeted Saturday 
morning Asia time that 
the security law “makes 
a mockery of justice.” He 
called for Lai’s release, 

saying his only crime is 
speaking the truth about 
China’s authoritarian 
Communist Party 
government.

Lai, the highest-
profile person charged 
under the security law, 
has also been arrested 
for other alleged offenses 
this year. He has been 
charged with taking 
part in unauthorized 
protests and with fraud 
over alleged violations of 
office lease terms.

He has advocated for 
other countries to take a 
harsher stance on China, 
and met with Pompeo 
and Vice President Mike 
Pence in the U.S. last year 
to discuss the extradition 
bill, which the Hong Kong 
government eventually 
withdrew.

Pence also tweeted 
about Lai, saying the 
charges against him are 
“an affront to freedom 
loving people around 
everywhere.”

Iran executes journalist who encouraged 2017 protests
TEHRAN, Iran (AP): 
Iran on Saturday 
executed a once-exiled 
journalist over his 
online work that helped 
inspire nationwide 
economic protests in 
2017, authorities said, 
just months after he 
returned to Tehran 
under mysterious 
circumstances.

Iranian state 
television and the state-
run IRNA news agency 
said that Ruhollah Zam, 
47, was hanged early 
Saturday morning. The 
reports did not elaborate.

In June, a court 
sentenced Zam to death, 
saying he had been 
convicted of “corruption 
on Earth,” a charge often 
used in cases involving 
espionage or attempts 
to overthrow Iran’s 
government.

Zam’s website 
AmadNews and a 
channel he created on the 
popular messaging app 
Telegram had spread the 
timings of the protests 
and embarrassing 
information about 
officials that directly 
challenged Iran’s Shiite 
theocracy.

T h o s e 
demonstrations, which 

began at the end of 
2017, represented the 
biggest challenge to Iran 
since the 2009 Green 
Movement protests and 
set the stage for similar 
mass unrest in November 
of last year.

The initial spark for 
the 2017 protests was 
a sudden jump in food 
prices. Many believe that 
hard-line opponents of 
Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani instigated the 
first demonstrations in 
the conservative city of 
Mashhad in northeastern 
Iran, trying to direct 
public anger at the 

president. But as protests 
spread from town to 
town, the backlash 
turned against the entire 
ruling class.

Soon, cries directly 
challenging Rouhani 
and even Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei could 
be heard in online 
videos shared by 
Zam. Zam’s channel 
also shared times and 
organizational details 
for the protests.

Telegram shut 
down the channel over 
Iranian government 
complaints it spread 

information about 
how to make gasoline 
bombs. The channel 
later continued under 
a different name. Zam, 
who has said he fled 
Iran after being falsely 
accused of working with 
foreign intelligence 
services, denied inciting 
violence on Telegram at 
the time.

The 2017 protests 
reportedly saw some 
5,000 people detained 
and 25 killed.

The details of his 
arrest still remain 
unclear. Though he was 
based in Paris, Zam 

somehow returned to 
Iran and found himself 
detained by intelligence 
officials. He’s one of 
several opposition 
figures in exile who have 
been returned to Iran 
over the last year.

France previously 
has criticized his death 
sentence as “a serious 
blow to freedom of 
expression and press 
freedom in Iran.”

A series of a televised 
confessions aired earlier 
this year over his work.

During an interview 
on July, Zam said he has 
lost some 30 kilograms 
(66 pounds) since his 
arrest in October 2019. 
He said following the 
arrest that he could meet 
his father after nine years 
and his mother and sister 
after some six years.

Zam is the son of 
Shiite cleric Mohammad 
Ali Zam, a reformist 
who once served in 
a government policy 
position in the early 
1980s. The cleric wrote 
a letter published by 
Iranian media in July 
2017 in which he said 
he wouldn’t support his 
son over AmadNews’ 
reporting and messages 
on its Telegram channel.

Shadowy Ethiopian massacre 
could be ‘tip of the iceberg’

UMM RAKOUBA, Sudan 
(AP): The only thing the 
survivors can agree on is 
that hundreds of people 
were slaughtered in a 
single Ethiopian town.

Witnesses say 
security forces and their 
allies attacked civilians in 
Mai-Kadra with machetes 
and knives or strangled 
them with ropes. The 
stench of bodies lingered 
for days during the early 
chaos of the Ethiopian 
government’s offensive 
in the defiant Tigray 
region last month. 
Several mass graves have 
been reported.

What happened 
beginning Nov. 9 in the 
agricultural town near 
the Sudanese border 
has become the most 
visible atrocity in a war 
largely conducted in the 
shadows. But even here, 
much remains unclear, 
including who killed 
whom.

Witnesses in 
Mai-Kadra told the 
Ethiopian Human 
Rights Commission and 
Amnesty International 
that ethnic Tigrayan 
forces and allies 
attacked Amhara 
— one of Ethiopia’s 
largest ethnic groups 
but a minority in 
Tigray. In Sudan, where 
nearly 50,000 people 
have fled, one ethnic 
Amhara refugee gave 
The Associated Press a 
similar account.

But more than 
a dozen Tigrayan 
refugees told the AP 
it was the other way 
around: In strikingly 
similar stories, they said 
they and others were 
targeted by Ethiopian 
federal forces and allied 
Amhara regional troops.

It’s possible that 
civilians from both 
ethnicities were 
targeted in Mai-Kadra, 
Amnesty now says.

“Anyone they 
found, they would kill,” 
Tesfaalem Germay, an 
ethnic Tigrayan who 
fled to Sudan with his 
family, said of Ethiopian 
and Amhara forces. He 
said he saw hundreds of 
bodies, making a slicing 
gesture at his neck and 
head as he remembered 
the gashes.

But another refugee, 
Abebete Refe, told the AP 

that many ethnic Amhara 
like him who stayed 
behind were massacred 
by Tigrayan forces.

“Even the government 
doesn’t think we’re alive, 
they thought we all died,” 
he said.

The conflicting 
accounts are emblematic 
of a war about which 
little is truly known 
since Ethiopian forces 
entered Tigray on Nov. 
4 and sealed off the 
region from the world, 
restricting access to 
journalists and aid 
workers alike. For weeks, 
food and other supplies 
have run alarmingly low. 
This week Ethiopia’s 
security forces shot at 
and briefly detained 
U.N. staffers making the 
first assessment of how 
to deliver aid, a senior 
Ethiopian official said.

E t h i o p i a ’ s 
government and the 
Tigray one have filled 
the vacuum with 
propaganda. Each side 
has seized on the killings 
in Mai-Kadra to support 
its cause.

The conflict began 
after months of 
friction between the 
governments, which now 
regard each other as 
illegitimate. The Tigray 
leaders once dominated 
Ethiopia’s ruling 
coalition, but Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed 
sidelined them when 
when he came to power 
in 2018.

Long-held tensions 
over land in western 
Tigray, where Mai-Kadra 
is located, between 
Tigrayans and Amhara 
have added fuel to the 
fire.

A m n e s t y 
International said 
it confirmed that at 
least scores, and likely 
hundreds, of people 
were killed in Mai-
Kadra, using geolocation 
to verify video and 
photographs of the 
bodies. It also remotely 
conducted “a limited set 
of interviews.”

But Mai-Kadra 
“is just the tip of the 
iceberg,” Amnesty 
researcher Fisseha 
Tekle told an event 
on Tuesday as fears 
grow about atrocities 
elsewhere in Tigray. 
“Other credible 

allegations are emerging 
... not only in Mai-Kadra 
but also” in the nearby 
town of Humera, the 
town of Dansha and the 
Tigray capital, Mekele.

In Mai-Kadra, 
witnesses told the 
visiting Ethiopian 
rights commission they 
saw police, militia and 
members of a Tigray 
youth group attack 
Amhara.

“The streets were still 
lined with bodies yet to 
be buried” days later, 
the commission said. 
One man who looked 
at identity cards of the 
dead as he cleared away 
the bodies told Amnesty 
International that many 
of them said Amhara.

But several ethnic 
Tigrayans who have fled 
blamed Ethiopian and 
allied Amhara regional 
forces for killings in the 
same town at the same 
time, saying some asked 
to see identity cards 
before attacking.

In some cases, they 
said they recognized the 
killers as their neighbors.

Samir Beyen, a 
mechanic, said he was 
stopped and asked if 
he was Tigrayan, then 
beaten and robbed. He 
said he saw people being 
slaughtered with knives, 
and dozens of rotting 
corpses.

“It was like the end of 
the world,” he recalled. 
“We could not bury them 
because the soldiers 
were near.”

Cut off from their 
homes, refugees now 
wait in Sudan in bare 
concrete houses or 
under shelters lashed 
together from plastic 
and branches, playing 
checkers with Coca-Cola 
bottle caps or stretching 
out on mats to sleep, 
seeking a brief escape 
from ghastly memories.

The AP has been 
unable to obtain 
permission to travel 
to the Tigray region 
and has been unable 
to independently 
verify the reports of 
the massacre. Neither 
Amnesty International 
nor the Ethiopian 
Human Rights 
Commission agreed 
to requests to speak 
with witnesses they 
interviewed.

Portland police ask for clear streets at barricaded house
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP): 
Portland’s police chief 
on Friday implored 
protesters to clear the 
streets around a barricaded 
home that was owned by a 
Black and Indigenous family 
before it was allegedly 
taken through predatory 
lending practices.
Before dawn Tuesday, 
sheriff ’s deputies 
swooped into the 
disputed home and 
arrested several people, 
mostly for trespassing. 
Activists, many of whom 
had participated in Black 
Lives Matter protests 
in Portland for months, 
arrived on the scene 
and confronted law 
enforcement officers, 
who retreated.

“Employees of the 
Portland Police Bureau 
are working diligently 
behind the scenes to do 
everything we can with 
partners and community 
members to safely resolve 
the situation,” Police 
Chief Chuck Lovell said. 
“PPB appeals to those 
behind the barricades to 
dismantle them or leave 

them behind.”
Using fencing, lumber 

and other material, activists 
have erected barricades 
around the house, located 
in an area of homes, coffee 
shops and restaurants in 
what was historically a 
Black neighborhood but 
has become gentrified. 
Protesters also have placed 
homemade spike strips, 
piles of rocks and thick 
bands of plastic wrap 
stretched at neck-height 
across the road to keep 
law enforcement officers 
out.

In a possible de-
escalation of the 
situation, the real estate 
investor who now 
owns the red house has 
offered to sell it back to 
the former owners, the 
Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported Friday.

“We are a small family 
business. We don’t seek 
to hurt anyone of course,” 
said Roman Ozeruga, 
who bought the home 
at a foreclosure sale 
in 2018 for $260,000. 
“We’ve already offered 
to sell back the property 

at cost because of course 
we’ve paid taxes, legal 
fees, bank fees, etc.”

Multnomah County 
District Attorney Mike 
Schmidt on Friday 
praised “the neighbors 
and community 
members who have 
refused to stand by 
silently” and instead 
raised alarms about 
what was happening to 
the Kinney family that 
had owned the house 
since the 1950s and was 
evicted.

“The shame is that 
it took this type of an 
intervention to bring so 
many together to want 
to remedy the situation,” 
Schmidt said.

But he also said 
neighbors are scared to 

leave their homes and 
noted that journalists 
who went to the scene 
this week were allegedly 
assaulted. One suffered 
a hand injury when a 
protester slapped her 
cellphone from her hand 
while she was recording 
video.

“Continued violence, 
property damage, and 
harm to our community 
is inexcusable and will 
be met with aggressive 
prosecution,” the district 
attorney said.

The 124-year-old 
house is in a historically 
Black part of Portland 
that for decades was 
one of the few areas 
where Black residents 
could own homes. 
Racist real estate and 

zoning laws kept them 
out of other many other 
neighborhoods.

The neighborhood 
has rapidly gentrified in 
the past 20 years.

Ozeruga, the real 
estate investor, said he 
fears for his family’s 
well-being because of the 
protest activity.

“I myself am a father 
of little kids,” he said. “I 
don’t have a publicity 
team or even a lawyer for 
this. I’m concerned for 
safety, to be honest.”

Police have said 
between Sept. 1 and 
Nov. 30, there have been 
81 calls to the property 
for fights, gunshots, 
burglary, vandalism and 
noise complaints, among 
other things.
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MEOWY CHRISTMAS! SINGER GWEN STEFANI WORE A 
CHRISTMAS ROMPER WITH A CAT ON IT TO A STUDIO IN SANTA 
MONICA.
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EtCETERA

ARIES:
You’ve been in this territory for a while now, Aries—sending 
out the right intentions and aligning yourself with the love you 
desire and deserve. The Universe is offering you the oppor-
tunity to experience the cosmic union you’ve been hoping for. 
The real question is: how open will you choose to be? For 
some of you, this may manifest as a return-of-the-ex of the 
situation. To your surprise, they have cleaned up their act like 
they say they have. PS: There is real potential for a together 
forever here. 
TAURUS:
You didn’t think you would get here, yet you have—and that 
says a lot about your patience and persistence, Taurus. 
This phase of your life requires you to draw inspiration from 
your own victories as you commit to putting in the work. 
As you can see, the tree is already beginning to bear fruit, 
and the abundance you have been manifesting is finding 
its way in your physical reality. PS: A prayer of gratitude is 
in order, wild one. 
GEMINI:
Suppressed emotions don’t just go away, Gemini. They 
continue to live on and influence us from the depth of our 
unconscious. What are the dark alleys of your unconscious 
pointing towards? What are the unhealed wounds that 
have been secretly sabotaging your growth? It’s time to 
do the inner work, wild one. Let confronting your shadows 
become a priority in the days to come, and know that the 

energy of the eclipse is supporting you to move forward by 
leaps and bounds.
CANCER:
Do you really believe in yourself like you say you do? Do you 
really believe you have the power to manifest the dreams that 
you have been chasing? The Universe is going to test you, 
Cancer. Something tells us you are going to come out with 
flying colours. Working towards a happily-ever-after (or meet-
ing somebody with major potential) may be on the cards for 
some. The suitor at hand may or may not check all your box-
es. Give them the permission to surprise you anyway.
LEO:
Think about the last time you wanted something—really, really 
wanted something—and the Universe kept you away from it. 
Do you see the blessing in disguise that you refused to ac-
knowledge in the past, and how can you apply this soul lesson 
to your present? The energy of the 12.12 portal is reminding 
you that you are exactly where you are supposed to be. So 
look beyond the illusion of chaos, and trust that when the time 
is right, things will be set into motion for you.
VIRGO:
Things may or may not be smooth sailing on the financial 
front. In fact, some of you may have been on savings mode 
for a while now. Here’s the thing to keep in mind: there is a way 
out of this dilemma, and it requires you to put your thinking cap 
on. The idea at hand may not pay you a million bucks, but it 
will give you enough to pay your bills, and then some more. 

So move past the could’ve-should’ve-would’ve narrative and 
put the plan into action soon!
LIBRA:
A virtual affair is indicated for Venusians who’ve been look-
ing for love. Here’s the thing about flirting behind a screen, 
though: it gives you the freedom to be whoever you want to 
be. However, meeting the given suitor in person may not turn 
out to be as exciting. Word for the wise: keep your unrealistic 
expectations out of the way and allow them to show you who 
they really are. You may just be pleasantly surprised, Libra!
SCORPIO:
Here’s the thing about friends who have known you since the 
beginning of time: they understand you on a core level and 
can tell exactly when you’re not standing up for yourself. A ‘no 
BS’ feedback is just what you need to set things right around 
here, Scorpio. So don’t be afraid to reach out to your soul crew. 
At the same time, be receptive to what they have to say, even if 
you don’t agree with all of it initially. Issues related to health and 
wellness could also be a concern for some of you. Don’t ignore 
what the aches and pains are drawing your attention towards.
SAGITTARIUS:
Endings and beginnings are taking place at the same time. What 
a wonderful place to be, Sagittarius! Projects that you have in-
vested your heart and soul into are reaching their final stages, 
bringing you the sweet, sweet fruits of your labour. A prayer of 
gratitude to the mysterious forces is in order. Given the pace at 
which things are manifesting, you may feel guilty about not doing 

enough. Allow yourself to take some time off, anyway. Recognise 
that allowing yourself to yin is a necessary part of the creation 
process.
CAPRICORN:
We waste too much time worrying about ‘the hows’ and ‘the 
whys’. We spend too much time imagining parallel realities in 
which our dreams fall apart before our own eyes. What if we 
chose to redirect all of this energy towards the realisation of our 
goals instead? Today, the cards are urging you to embrace your 
inner optimist, the one who perceives sunshine where others 
sense a storm. Facing your true north will open the doors that 
have been shut for some time now. 
AQUARIUS:
You know exactly what needs to be done here, yet you are going 
back and forth on your decisions. Don't let the opinions of others 
get to you, Aquarius. Step back and introspect. In moments of 
stillness, you'll find the guidance you are looking for. Remember, 
you are not betraying anybody else by choosing yourself. Free 
yourself from the guilt narrative and continue to face your true 
north.
PISCES:
Given that we’re in the eclipse tunnel at the moment, uncer-
tainty could be a constant. Some of you could be feeling like 
you just don’t know what you are heading towards. Don’t be in 
a rush to move forward, or make any major decisions, for that 
matter. It’s best to sit this one out, as one misstep could cost 
you more than you’re equipped to handle right now. 

Jenny Slate, fiance Ben Shattuck 
expecting their first child together

Los Angeles, Dec 12 (PTI): Actor Jenny Slate has announced 
that she is expecting her first child with fiance Ben Shattuck.
The 38-year-old actor shared the news during her virtual 
appearance on "Late Night With Seth Meyers".
When Meyers asked the "Venom" star about how she spent 
her time in the lockdown, Slate said, "On night one of the 
lockdown, we had a really romantic night of being together, 
real sweet with my fiance. And then I did what everyone else 
did, I kind of hunkered down and baked a lot of bread."

"But I just want to say I think I might have baked too much 
bread or eaten too much bread. You tell me, Seth," Slate told 
Meyers before standing up to reveal her very pregnant belly.

"How have the exact last nine months been? They've been 
real pregnant for me!" Slate added.

Slate said that it is nice to have "a little secret treasure" like 
this during such a depressing time.

The actor had announced her engagement to art curator 
Shattuck in September 2019.

Bollywood actress found dead in Kolkata apartment
Kolkata, Dec 12 (PTI): Actress 
Arya Banerjee who starred in several 
Bollywood films, including 'The Dirty 
Picture', was found dead at her south 
Kolkata residence, police said.

The police broke open the door of 
her third-floor apartment on Friday 
and found that the body of the 33-year-
old woman was lying in the bedroom.

The daughter of late sitarist Nikhil 
Bandyopadhyay, Arya had also starred 
in 'LSD: Love Sex Aur Dhoka' (2010) 
among other films.

She had also done some modelling 
assignments in Mumbai.

Her domestic help got suspicious 
as she did not respond to doorbells 
and phone calls in the morning and 
informed the neighbours who called 
the police.

Arya lived alone and kept to herself 
mostly, the domestic help said.

Police said that the body was sent 
for post-mortem examination and a 
forensic team collected samples from 
her room.

Rapper Lil Wayne pleads guilty to federal weapons charge
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP): Rapper Lil 
Wayne pleaded guilty Friday to a federal 
charge that he possessed a weapon 
despite being a convicted felon following 
a 2019 search of a private plane in the 
Miami area.

The rapper, whose real name is 
Dwayne Michael Carter, entered the plea 
during a hearing held remotely before 
U.S. District Judge Kathleen Williams.

“Your honor, I plead guilty to the 
charge,” Carter told the judge.

Williams set a Jan. 28 sentencing 
date. The charge carries a maximum 
prison sentence of 10 years, but it’s 
likely Carter would get far less time than 
that. He’s free on $250,000 bail but had 
to surrender his passport.

Authorities said the 38-year-old 
rapper acknowledged possessing a .45 
caliber, gold-plated handgun and six 
rounds of ammunition after his luggage 
was searched upon arriving in Miami on 
Dec. 23, 2019, from California. A search 

warrant said Carter told investigators 
the gun was a Father’s Day gift.

T h e charge stems 
from a w e a p o n s 

conviction of 
C a r t e r in New York 
m o r e 
than a 
decade 

ago, for which he was sentenced to 
eight months in prison. Convicted felons 

are barred under federal law from 
possessing firearms.

Carter’s lawyer, Howard Srebnick, 
said he considered a motion to suppress 
the search of the plane as a violation of 
the rapper’s constitutional rights. Carter, 
he said, wanted to accept responsibility.

“I must say I thought it was 
a very viable motion. He has 
decided not to pursue a motion 

to suppress,” Srebnick said.
The Miami U.S. attorney’s office 

also said in the news release that 
investigators found small amounts 
of cocaine, ecstasy, and oxycodone 
in a bag belonging to Carter, but 
he was not charged with any drug 
crime.

As Lil Wayne, Carter has sold 
over 120 million records, won five 
Grammys and numerous other music 

awards. He owns a home in Miami 
Beach and is CEO of his own record 
label, Young Money Entertainment.

Like mother and father, Blue Ivy Carter now a Grammy nominee
NEW YORK (AP): Blue Ivy Carter is an 
official Grammy nominee.
When the Recording Academy 
announced the nominees for the 2021 
Grammys last month, Beyoncé scored 
a nomination for best music video for 
“Brown Skin Girl,” which Ivy Carter 
is credited as a featured artist. The 
8-year-old’s name did not appear on the 
nominees list, but the Grammys recently 
updated its website to now include her.

The update also includes Nigerian 
singer Wizkid, who appears on the song 
and video. SAINt JHN — who is featured 
on the track but was not in the video — 
was still not listed as a nominee.

The best music video Grammy is 
awarded to the main and featured 
artists on the track, as well as the video’s 
director and producer.

“Brown Skin Girl” is a celebration of 
dark- and brown-skinned women and 
features Beyoncé namedropping Lupita 
Nyong’o, Naomi Campbell and Kelly 
Rowland. She sings the lyrics, “I love 
everything about you, from your nappy 
curls to every single curve.” Ivy Carter 

gives a vocal performance that opens 
and closes the song.

“Brown Skin Girl” appears on 
Beyoncé’s “The Lion King: The Gift,” a 
2019 album featuring songs inspired by 
“The Lion King,” where Beyoncé voiced 
the character Nala. This year, Beyoncé 
released “Black Is King,” the visual 
companion of “The Gift” which included 
the video for “Brown Skin Girl.” Beyoncé, 
who earned nine Grammy nominations 

this year, is nominated for best music 
film for “Black Is King.”

“Brown Skin Girl” has won Ivy Carter 
a number of awards, including two Soul 
Train Music Awards, a BET Award and a 
NAACP Image Award. Ivy Carter is listed 
as a co-writer of the song alongside 
Beyoncé, Jay-Z, Wizkid, SAINt JHN and 
others.

The 2021 Grammys will take 
place Jan. 31.

Time magazine names BTS its Entertainer of the Year

NEW YORK (AP): BTS has had more than just 
a “Dynamite” year — they’ve become such 
a global phenomenon that Time magazine 
named the South Korean group its 2020 
Entertainer of the Year.

The magazine announced the honor 
for the seven-member K-pop boy band on 
Thursday, hours before a prime-time special 
that will culminate with the naming of Time’s 
Person of the Year: President-elect Joe Biden 
and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris.

The magazine cited BTS’ massive global 
presence amid the pandemic, including 
leveraging their massive fan base to support 
causes like Black Lives Matter. The group 
has become a staple of recent awards shows, 
performing their flashy No. 1 hit “Dynamite.” 
The song in November brought BTS its first 
Grammy nomination.

“There are times when I’m still taken 
aback by all the unimaginable things that 
are happening,” BTS member Suga told 
Time for an interview that accompanied 

the announcement. “But I ask myself, Who’s 
going to do this, if not us?”

Time Executive Editor Ben Goldberger in 
an interview with The Associated Press on 
Thursday credited the relationship between 
the group and its fans for transcending 
COVID-19.

“The communal experience of watching a 
show, being at a concert, it just dissipated out 
of thin air and BTS managed to forge a really 
rich connection with their audience around 
the world in spite of these barriers which fell 
many, many other acts,” he said.

Time also announced Thursday the 
selection of Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron 
James as its Athlete of the Year.

“He is the greatest basketball player of his 
generation, arguably of any generation. And 
he won a fourth title this year. That’s no small 
thing, but his true influence was what he did 
off of the court,” said Goldberger. “LeBron has 
had a remarkable influence across activism 
for athletes around the world.”


