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54 new cases, 45 recoveries and 
no new covid deaths in sikkim

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept: 

With 54 new cases 
reported in the past 

24 hours and 45 recover-
ies recorded over the same 
period, Sikkim’s cumula-
tive count of Covid-posi-
tive cases reached 30,384 
today and the number 
of total recoveries thus 
far clocked in at 28,851. 
There are currently only 
862 active Covid cases in 
the State, of whom only 
47 have symptoms severe 
enough to require hospi-
talization while the rest 
are on their way to recov-
ery under home or facility 
isolation.

The 47 Covid patients 
in hospital include the 
four who were admitted in 
the past 24 hours and the 
10 currently in ICU. Five of 
the 47 are under 18 years 
of age and one of them in 
currently in the ICU.

There were no new 
Covid deaths reported 
in Sikkim in the past 24 
hours and the Covid toll 
holds at 376.

Of the 54 new cases, 
22 were registered in 
East District, 20 in West 
District, 09 in South Dis-
trict and 03 in North 
District. When broken 
down to test positiv-
ity rate, the Covid situa-
tion in the districts gets 
up-ended. North Sikkim 
with the lowest number 

of cases in the past 24 
hours has the highest 
daily test positivity rate 
among the districts at 
20% since its three cases 
came from 15 tests. East, 
which contributed the 
highest number of daily 
cases today, has the low-
est TPR of 6% since its 
22 new cases came from 

the screening of 365 
samples.

As for the State, 
the 54 new cases were 
picked up from the test-
ing of 738 samples giving 
Sikkim a daily test posi-
tivity rate of 7.3%.

While the Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Pro-
gramme of the Health 

Department, which re-
leases a daily report on Co-
vid every morning will be 
able to explain the statistics 
in more granular detail, it 
appears that Rapid Anti-
gen Testing, a compulsory 
screening for patients visit-
ing hospitals, is registering 
a higher test positivity rate 
than RT-PCR tests which 
people with symptoms 
or requiring to travel out 
usually opt for.

In the past 24 hours 
for instance, while RT-
PCR testing of 353 sam-
ples returned only 19 
positive cases [5.38% 
TPR], 35 new cases were 
picked up in RAT of 380 
samples [9.21%].

On the vaccination 
front, 9,604 received Co-
vidshield jabs yesterday, 
8,963 completing their 
vaccination schedule 
while 641 received their 
first shots. While nearly 
37% of the adult popula-
tion in Sikkim is already 
fully vaccinated, nearly 
96% have received at 
least the first jab. 

ASATTEA urges protesting ad-
hoc teachers to call off strike

Melli checkpost without water supply for more than a month Power supply reached for remote South Sikkim 
home on intervention of CM and spouse

Su-Swastha Yojana to 
roll out from 01 Oct

tholung monastery renamed tholung 
Rikzin Chodupling monastery

Majumdar 
was 
“misquoted”, 
no pressure 
on SKM: BJP 
Sikkim
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept:

BharatiyaJanata Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh 

spokesperson, DrRajuGiri, 
today said that BJP Sikkim 
in-charge, SukantaMajum-
dar, was “misquoted” by a 
national daily on the BJP-
SKM alliance.

Responding to media 
queries on a Hindustan 
Times report published 
on 07 Sept which quoted 
BJP Sikkim in-charge, 
SukantaMajumdar as 
saying that the BJP has 
asked SKM to give minis-
terial berths to BJP MLAs 
in the state, DrGiri said 
that MrMajumdar was 
“misquoted”.

BJP has never pres-
surized or bargained 
with the state govern-
ment but has always de-
livered on its responsibil-
ity of showing the right 
path when required. 

The BJP-SKM alli-
ancehappened after the 
SKM government came 
to power so there is no 
question of pressurizing 
the government, how-
ever, the government can 
do so if it wants to, said 
DrGiri.

BiKASH CHettRi
Melli, 08 Sept:

Melli Checkpost has not had 
any water supply from the 

PHE department for the past more 
than a month even though it has 
been paying the bills on time. 

Employees of Motor Vehicle Di-
vision, Commercial Taxes division, 
SNT division, and others who are 
stationed at the checkpost have 
been making do with water from 
nearby sources, informs a local 
resident who is an employee of the 
Commercial Taxes Division, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim.

The polypipes that are used 
to provide water from PHE water 
storage tank located in Chalisey 
Melli to the government buildings 
in the checkpost area were washed 
away by the landslide that oc-
curred on the road between Melli 

bazaar and Melli Checkpost more 
than a month back.

PHE in-charge, Rajkumar Rai 
from Sumbuk said that PHE water 
supply to Melli Checkpost cannot be 
restored until the road is repaired.

Currently, the residents com-
prising of officers, inspectors, IRBn 
personnel, home guards from vari-
ous departments have to carry wa-
ter to work. The water that comes in 

pipes is rainfed from nearby sources 
that is muddy most of the time. Resi-
dents cook their food with mineral 
water bought at a lower price from 
across the border.

Apart from this, there is also 
the problem of water flowing into 
the buildings, especially apart-
ments below road level, as well 
as the problem of leaking septic 
tank pipes.

SAgAR CHettRi
Gangtok, 08 Sept: 

All Sikkim Adhoc 
Teachers & Tempo-

rary Employees Asso-
ciation [ASATTEA] today 
appealed to the protest-
ing adhoc teachers to call 
of their dharna and initi-
ate talks with the govern-
ment to resolve the issue.

The association said 
that protest and hunger 
strike are never the so-
lution and only dialogue 
can help resolve prob-
lems. The association as-
sured to work as a bridge 
between the government 
and protesting teachers 
to bring out an amicable 
solution.

Addressing a press 
conference here this af-
ternoon, ASATTEA ex-
ecutive member, Rajesh 
Dahal said that the pre-

vious government had 
never addressed the de-
mands of regularization 
and extension of service 
for ad-hoc teachers or 
framing of rules for the 
appointment of ad-hoc 
teachers placed by the 
association. However, he 
added that the new gov-

ernment in the State has 
immediately addressed 
these demands of the as-
sociation and now new 
rules and policies for ad-
hoc teachers are on the 
verge of implementation 
in the State. 

It may be mentioned 
that members of the As-

sociation had visited the 
protest site in front of 
DAC East on Tuesday and 
talked to the protesting 
teachers. They had also 
appealed to the teach-
ers to call off the strike, 
however, the protesting 
teachers thanked them 

turn to pg02

Namchi, 08 Sept (IPR): 
Under the directions 
of Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang and his 
spouse Krishna Rai, the 
BDO (Namchi), Babita Rai, 
Ward Panchayat (Chem-
chey) and the officials of 
Power Department had 
visited a family some-
where at 8 KMs away 
from Chemchey, under 
Damthang GPU today. 

The BDO Namchi 
informed that the par-
ticular family was living 
without electricity since 
many years. She said that 
an electric pole had been 
sunk nearby in the year 
2001 with no further de-
velopment. She further 

added that as soon as 
CM and his spouse came 
to know about the plight 
and grievances of the 
family, they instructed 
the concerned BDO and 
as such the BDO (Nam-
chi) along with the ward 
Panchayat and the of-
ficials of power depart-

ment visited the family 
and restored the prob-
lem of electricity within 
a span of three days. 

The family has ex-
pressed their gratitude 
towards CM and his 
spouse as well as the en-
tire official engaged in 
restoring the electricity.

WAngCHuK BHutiA
Mangan, 08 Sept:  

Tholung Gompa was 
renamed Tholung 

Rikzin Chodupling Gom-
pa at a meeting held to-
day at the Village Admin-
istrative Center (VAC) 
Lingzya under Sakyong 
Pentong Gram Panchayat 
Unit, North Sikkim.

The meeting was held 
under the chairmanship 
of Chongla Lepcha (Dor-
jee Lopon) of Tholung 
Gompa. The meeting was 
also attended by Tholung 
Gonpa committee presi-
dent, Lopden Lepcha, 
Secretary cum Treasurer, 
Pintsho Lepcha, Pan-
chayat president, Phur-
mit Lepcha, Vice-pres-
ident, Pemtok Lepcha, 
other Panchayat mem-
bers, Lamas and public 
of Sakyong Pentong GPU, 
Dzongu, North Sikkim.

The main agenda 

of the meeting was to 
decide and rectify the 
name of the Monas-
tery (Gompa) regis-
tered Vide No; 88(Assn) 
LD/2001/254 Dated 
18/03/2002. As per 
the above registration 
number the Monastery 
was registered as Rikzin 
Chodupling Associa-

tion. Now after thorough 
discussion, the house 
passed and agreed to 
rename the monastery 
Tholung Rikzin Chodu-
pling Gompa and the offi-
cial process is underway.

It may be mentioned 
that reconstruction of 
the monastery is also un-
der progress.

Gangtok, 08 Sept (IPR): 
Su-Swastha Yojana, the 
landmark health service 
scheme initiated by the 
Government of Sikkim is 
set to roll out from 01 Oc-
tober, 2021. 

Regular Government 
employees of the State 
including various PSUs 
and central government 
establishments on depu-
tation who have enrolled 
for the scheme can avail 
of the services.  This was 
informed by the Secretary, 
Chief Minister’s Office, S.D. 
Dhakal in a press confer-
ence held at Tashiling Sec-
retariat, today. The press 

conference also had the 
presence and participa-
tion of DG-cum-Secretary, 
Health, Dr. Pempa T. Bhu-
tia, Secretary, Department 
of Personnel, K.C. Lepcha, 
and Special Secretary, 
DOP, Tashi Chophel.

Mr Dhakal informed 
that a total of 56,280 ben-
eficiaries have been en-
rolled under the scheme 
till date, which includes 
21062 primary member-
ships. Highlighting the de-
tails of the benefits of the 
scheme and the eligibil-
ity criteria, the Secretary 
stressed that the Su-Sw-
astha Yojana has been de-

vised by the State Govern-
ment after a series of con-
sultations with concerned 
stakeholders to derive the 
best possible health care 
support for the state gov-
ernment employees. He 
added that the Scheme 
is offered at the lowest 
premium and highest 
coverage, with cashless 
treatment in over 400 
reputed hospitals across 
the country. He explained 
that the implementation 
of the Scheme will be 
monitored by a Steering 
Committee headed by 
the Chief Secretary.

turn to pg02 
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DG-cum-Secretary, Health, Dr. Pem-
pa T. Bhutia informed that the scheme 
will cover the primary beneficiary and 
five other members of the family as per 
the criteria laid down. He urged the 
beneficiaries to use the services judi-
ciously. He further explained that the 
scheme has two aspects – namely cash-
less treatment, and reimbursement. He 
said that beneficiaries can avail of the 
cashless treatment in reputed private 
hospitals, while the reimbursement 
facility can be availed of in case of mis-
sion hospitals, semi-government and 
government hospitals. He stated that 
the Government employees who have 
not enrolled on the scheme will not be 
entitled for the reimbursement facility.

Su-Swastha Yojana is a cashless 
health plan that covers 400+ top tier 
hospitals for all routine and critical ill-
nesses for 1+5 dependents to the em-

ployees of the Government of Sikkim. 
It offers Cashless Inpatient (IPD) medi-
cal treatment of up to 10 lakhs and up 
to 20 lakhs for critical illnesses which 
is the highest coverage in India. In-Pa-
tient treatment covers hospitalization 
expenses for all admissions related to 
medical and surgical treatments for a 
large number of illnesses. There is no 
referral procedure. An employee can 
avail treatment from the hospital of 
his/her choice from a list of empan-
elled hospitals. There is no waiting pe-
riod for coverage. Pre-existing diseases of 
the beneficiaries are also covered from 
day one for an enrolled member. It pro-
vides healthcare security to employees 
and their dependents. An employee can 
add up to five family members (1+5) as 
dependents to avail of benefits under this 
scheme. Parents (Mother/Father) and 
Parents-in-law (mother-in-law/father-

in-law) of applicants can be up to 100 
years of age. Age limit for unmarried & 
unemployed sibling brother/sister) is 30 
years. The age limit for an unmarried & 
unemployed son is 30 years. There is no 
age limit for unmarried & unemployed 
daughters. Likewise, there is no age lim-
it for dependent children and siblings 
with certified mental or physical dis-
abilities. A beneficiary can choose 
from any of the leading hospitals in 
all major cities across India that are 
empanelled with Su Swastha Yojana. 
Option of mid-term addition and de-
letion of members is available (in the 
case of birth of a child, marriage, death 
of a member etc.) 24 X 7 helpdesk and 
call centre for hospitalization assistance 
is provided. A Helpdesk is present in all 
hospitals for support and assistance. 
Members avail of post-hospitalization 
benefits of up to 30 days from the date 

of hospital discharge. This covers post-
discharge expenses like medicine, follow-
up treatments and tests. There is an em-
phasis on Women’s health with Maternity 
benefits up to Rs 50,000/- for normal & 
caesarean delivery, and IVF (In-Vitro 
Fertility) treatment with coverage up to 
2.0 lakhs. For a newborn child, health 
coverage of the child starts from day one 
of enrollment. This scheme also covers 
Daycare procedures such as Dental and 
Ophthalmic treatment (non-cosmetic), 
Dialysis, Radiotherapy, Chemotherapy 
for Cancer patients, Angiography, Endo-
scopic treatment etc. Vehicular accidents 
and Trauma are also covered. In case of 
an emergency hospital admission, for ex-
penses not pre arranged as cashless, re-
imbursement will be issued.

The details of the Scheme and the 
enrolment procedure is available on the 
website www.suswasthasikkim.com. 

Su-Swastha Yojana...

for the visit and urged them to support their cause 
instead.

Mr Dahal said that the recent decisions of the state 
government are in the interest of adhoc teachers. 

“We do not have to approach the department ev-
ery year for renewal of service and will no longer be 
unemployed in winter break,” he stated.

ASATTEA advisor, Ashish Lepcha, said that they 
had also launched protests in the past which never 
bore any fruit.

“We had a bad experience when we protested in 
the past as it did not solve anything. There was dead-
lock and we lost time and age. So, we want to work 
to ensure that these adhoc teachers do not face the 
problems we faced,” he said.

Mr Lepcha mentioned that the previous govern-
ment had not taken any steps for adhoc teachers 
despite several memorandums placed by the asso-
ciation. The present government has already charted 
out policies for adhoc teachers in just two and a half 
years of its governance to give a permanent solution, 
he added. 

He expressed that the present government has 
opened doors for adhoc teachers so they need to have 
patience.

“We cannot give in writing but we can give verbal 
assurance to arrange table talk of protesting teachers 
with the government,” he said. 

He also stated that there are around 4100 ad-
hoc teachers in the state and many of them have al-
ready completed 15 years of service and some have 
even worked for 22 years, so the protesting teachers 
should also think about these adhoc teachers. 

ASAtteA urges...

BJP thanks Govt for prompt 
action after its 48-hr ultimatum

Summit RepoRt
GANGTOK, 08 Sept: 

BharatiyaJanata Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh 

spokesperson, DrRaju-
Giri, today said that it is 
high time that the pro-
testing ad-hoc teachers 
and state government 
have a direct dialogue to 
resolve the current issue 
at the earliest. He men-
tioned that the party has 
already discussed the is-
sue with the government 
and the latterhas assured 
to come up with a solution. 
On the same, he expressed 
hope that the issue may 
resolve in the next two 
days provided both par-
ties have a dialogue.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
DrGiri thanked the state 
government for taking 
prompt action on its ap-
peal to resolve the on-
going ad-hoc teacher 
issue within 48 hours. 

He added that although 
BJP is in support of the 
protesting teachers, the 
party is concerned about 
the health of teachers on 
hunger strike. 

“We have been work-
ing as mediator between 
the government and the 
protesting teachers to re-
solve the issue at the ear-
liest. The government is 

serious on this issue and 
came out with a solution 
and we are hopeful that 
the issue may resolve in 
two days but both par-
ties need to come out to 
have direct dialogue,” he 
said. He added it is unfor-
tunate that the issue has 
dragged on for so long 
but the situation should 
not worsen further.

During the press 
conference, DrGiri also 
informed that the BJP 
state-unit would orga-
nize workshops and 
training programmes 
on schemes of the Cen-
tral government to cre-
ate more awareness on 
these schemes in every 
corner of the State to en-
sure that people can take 

full advantage of these 
schemes. 

He mentioned that 
there are 154 central 
schemes and the state 
unit of the party is start-
ing with 10 schemes in 
the first phase. These 
ten schemes are related 
to farmers, banking & 
insurance, labour, SC & 
ST, OBC, women, youth, 
sports and others. 

The first phase of the 
training will start on 12 
September wherein an 
awareness programme will 
be organized in every con-
stituency, he informed.

While speaking on 
these schemes, DrGiri 
urged all concerned gov-
ernment departments in 
the State to ensure ben-
efits of these schemes 
reach every beneficiary 
in Sikkim. He also ap-
pealed to the people to 
take full advantage of 
these central schemes.

CM’s 
greetings 
on Teej
Gangtok, 08 Sept 
[IPR]: Chief Minister PS 
Tamang has extended his 
greetings to the people of 
Sikkim on the occasion of 
Teej (Haritalika).

“Teej commemo-
rates the eternal union 
between Lord Shiva and 
Goddess Parvati. On this 
day married women ob-
serve fasts and pray for 
a long, healthy and pros-
perous life for their hus-
bands. It also celebrates 
the bond of sisterhood, 
where married and un-
married women come to-
gether to perform various 
rituals and seek the bless-
ings of Goddess Parvati.

May Lord Shiva and 
Goddess Parvati bless 
the lives of our people 
with happiness, positiv-
ity, peace, prosperity, and 
good health. I pray for 
the divine light to guide 
us in our journey and 
remove all the obstacles 
and strengthen the bond 
between everyone,” he 
has said.

Governor’s 
greetings 
onTeej
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad sent 

warm greetings to the 
people of Sikkim on the 
occasion of 'Teej', a press 
release from Raj Bhavan 
informs. 

According to the be-
lief of Hindu religion, 
fasting and worshiping 
on this day brings happi-
ness, peace and children 
in married life. Unmar-
ried girls also keep a fast 
of Teej to get the desired 
groom. Such a festival 
keeps our Indian tradi-
tion alive. Through these 
festivals, enthusiasm can 
be kept alive in our life 
and society. This helps in 
maintaining qualities like 
mutual love, harmony, 
the release adds.

roads & bridges Minister 
tours lachen Mangan

Summit RepoRt 
Gangtok, 08 Sept:

Minister Roads & 
Bridges, Samdup 

Lepcha, who is also the 
Lachen-Mangan MLA, 
toured various wards of 
his constituency today, a 
press release informs. 

He met the public of 
Nampatam, Kalaw, Rin-

ghim and Maling ward, 
today.

During his visit to 
various wards, the pub-
lic welcomed his concern 
and expressed gratitude 
for his leadership. 

The Minister also lis-
tened to their grievances 
and gave assurances re-
garding pending works.

Minister inspects Rainbow Trout 
Breeding cum Demonstration Farm

Gyalshing, 08 Sept 
[IPR]: Minister, Agricul-
ture, Horticulture and 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services, Lok 
Nath Sharma inspect-
ed the Rainbow Trout 
Breeding cum Demon-
stration Farm at Maney-
bong/Uttarey, West Dis-
trict today morning.

He was accompanied 
by the Secretary Animal 
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary Services, Dr Sangey 
D Bhutia, Director (Veteri-

nary Services), Dr Sanjay 
Pradhan, Deputy Director 
Fisheries, Lobzang Ta-
mang, Officials, field func-
tionaries and others.

Minister Sharma thor-
oughly inspected the Ut-
tarey Trout Culture farm, 
Rainbow Trout Hatchery 
cum Fry Rearing Unit and 
further discussed with 
all concerned for further 
strengthening of the fish-
eries farm. He also visited 
the ongoing construction 
of the Desiltation Tank 

and Mother Unit in the 
premises and stressed on 
early completion of the 
construction work.

Thereafter, he visited 
Maneybong VLW Centre 
and interacted with the 
field functionaries. He 
also informed about the 
newly initiated Financial 
Production Incentives 
under Mukhya Mantri 
Krishi Atmanirbhar Yo-
jana. He also directed 
all concerned to work 
proactively and sensitize 
the farming community 
about the financial incen-
tives and other benefits 
being provided by the 
Government. He also ad-
vised practicing seed trail 
production within the 
premises. Afterwards, he 
visited the Uttarey Vet-
erinary Dispensary and 
interacted with the field 
functionaries about the 
ongoing activities.

SKm CLC meet 
held at Rangpo

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept:

Sikkim KrantikariMor-
cha party convened 

a Constituency Level 
Committee coordination 
meet at Rangpo, East Sik-
kim, today for West Pen-
dam constituency.

The main purpose 
of the meet was to con-
nect with party workers 
upto ward level commit-
tees of the constituency, 
strengthen party activi-
ties in the constituency 
and intensify party activ-
ities from the ward level, 
an SKM press release in-
forms.

The event was at-
tended by Minister cum 
Secretary General (SKM), 

ArunUpreti, as chief 
guest. 

Minister ArunUpreti 
said thatSKM party andgov-
ernment has been working 
for the welfare of the state 
despite many challenges in 
the past two years. 

He urged party work-
ers to work together 
without any discrimina-
tion to make the party 
strong so that it can make 
future of Sikkim and its 
people better.

Also present were 
MLA-cum-Vice President 
(Social Service Wing), 
Em Prasad Sharma and 
Area MLA-cum-Speaker, 
LB Das as guest of honor 
and special guest, re-
spectively.

SICA in North Sikkim with outreach programme
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept: 

Sikkim Cricket Association [SICA] 
held a grassroot outreach program 

under the banner, ‘Cricket at Your Door-
step,’ for North District today. 

A SiCA team led by president, Lob-
zang Tenzing, covered the four hubs of 
North Sikkim where signs of growth in 
cricket activity was recorded over the 
past year as a direct result of the many 
programs initiated by SICA such as 
the Cricket Mela, District wise Cricket 
Camps, Talent Hunt etc, informs a SICA 
press release.

The release adds that the SICA team 
which included executive members and 
officials of North District Cricket Com-
mittee travelled to Chungthang, Lachung, 
Lachen and Naga in North District. 

It is added that the tour was geared 
towards reaching out to the more re-

mote parts of the state with the intention 
of setting up cricket facilities like practice 
nets along with concrete pitches, hear-
ing out the various issues and problems 
faced by them as well as offering Kits 
Bags along with new bats, cricket gear 
and equipment which SICA hopes will 
encourage players and members.

During the tour, SICA officials also 
met the Sikkim Welfare Commission 
chairperson, Nim Tshering Lepcha, 
Chungthang GPU Panchayat members 
Tshering Lepcha, Sonam Wangyal, 
Blomit Lepcha, Pipon Lachung Pema 
Wangyal Lachungpa, ex-zilla member 
Diki Lepcha, NDCC Scrutiny in-charge 
and Chungthang sports committee 
members, who were appreciative of 
the such steps taken by SICA and were 
forthcoming in extending all neces-
sary assistance from their end, it is 
informed.  

Visva Bharati students 
stop Vice-Chancellor's 
car, deny searching it 

Kolkata, 08 Sept [PTI]: 
Agitating students of Vis-
va-Bharati University in 
Santiniketan, who have 
launched a sit-in near 
the official residence of 
Vice-Chancellor Bidyut 
Chakraborty, on Tuesday 
allegedly stopped his ve-
hicle when it came out of 
the quarters.

The students, protest-
ing against the rustication 
of three of their fellow 
students since August 27, 
rushed to the white sedan 
as it came out of the gate 
and stopped it, a univer-
sity official said. An earlier 
report, quoting the official, 
had said that the students 
had searched the car 
which had no occupant ex-
cept the driver.

'Visva-Bharati Chha-
tra-Chhatri Oikyo', the 
platform of the protest-
ing students, claimed in a 
statement that they had 
only rushed to the car, 
mistaking that the VC was 
sitting inside, and did not 
carry out any search.

Maintaining that the 
students had exchanged 
few words with the driver 
of the VC's car, the state-
ment said a section of the 
media had wrongly re-
ported the incident.

One of the students 
said "the VC has not met 
us in all these 11 days. 
He is inside his residence 
'Purbita'. He did not even 
accept our bouquet on 
Teachers Day when we 
would have urged him 
to revoke the expulsion 
order as we are like his 
children. Hence, we had to 
check if he was seated in 
the car, and we found he 
was not there." Describing 

the action of the students 
as "uncalled for", the offi-
cial said, "It is an intrusion 
into privacy."

BJP state president 
Dilip Ghosh said the al-
leged action of students 
to stop the vehicle of a 
teacher was "unethical 
and illegal".

The expelled students 
and a member of the Vis-
va-Bharati University Fac-
ulty Association (VBUFA) 
Sudipto Bhattacharya 
were holding a relay hun-
ger strike since Sunday 
at the dharna 'manch', 
located 60 metres away 
from the main entrance of 
the VC's residence. In an 
interim order, the Calcutta 
High Court on September 3, 
said protests cannot be held 
within 50 metres of either 
the academic and adminis-
trative buildings on the cam-
pus of the central university 
or the VC's residence.

The VBUFA also held 
a rally from the post office 
more in Bolpur to San-
tiniketan to express soli-
darity with the students, 
Bhattacharya, one of the 
teachers to have been sus-
pended by the Vice-Chan-
cellor, said.

The VBUFA sent a 
letter to Union Educa-
tion minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Monday 
drawing his attention "to 
a series of serious prob-
lems and pressing issues 
resulting from the whim-
sical and autocratic action 
of the Vice-Chancellor of 
the university, Prof. Bidyut 
Chakrabarty, which in 
turn have been adversely 
affecting the teaching, 
learning and research at-
mosphere in the campus." 
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Agri Awareness cum Token 
Distribution at Uttarey

Gyalshing, 08 Sept (IPR): 
Awareness cum Token 
Distribution Programme 
of Agriculture, Horticul-
ture and Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services Departments 
was held at Titanic, Ut-
tarey, this afternoon.

The Minister for Ag-
riculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, 
Lok Nath Sharma graced 
the occasion as the chief 
guest, in presence of Ad-
visor, IPR Department, 
Birendra Tamling, Chair-
man SBS, D.B. Gurung, 
Advisor, Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services, Durga Prasad 
Pradhan, Director Veteri-
nary Services, Dr Sanjay 
Pradhan, SDM Dentam, 
N.K. Karki, Joint Direc-
tor Horticulture, Karma 
Sherpa, Officials, field 
functionaries and others.

The Minister handed 
over various benefits, 
farming tools and ma-
chines including Power 
Tiller, Collection Centre, 
Green House Plastic, 

HDPE Pipe, Chaff Cutter, 
Power Weeder, Garden 
Tools, Mini Rice Mill, 
Spice Grinder, Power 
Sprayer, Mulching Plas-
tic, Pulverizer, Sheep 
farming, Goat Farming 
etc. Over one hundred 
farmers of Maneybong 
Dentam Constituency re-
ceived the benefits under 
Agriculture, Horticulture 

and Animal Husbandry 
Departments. 

Addressing the farm-
ers, Mr Sharma, under-
lined the detailed process 
of keeping a record of 
production in identified 
sectors, which are entitled 
to the financial incentives 
notified for various crops, 
vegetables and fruits. He 
stated that the farming 

community should be sen-
sitized thoroughly so that 
the total allocated fund 
of the state government 
would reach the farmers. 

The scheme envi-
sioned by the Chief Min-
ister should be imple-
mented, successfully and 
improve their economic 
standard, he stated. He 
urged the beneficiaries to 

take optimum benefits of 
the availed facilities and 
make them self-reliant.

He informed that the 
launching programme of 
Pashudhan Samridhi Yojana 
is scheduled for 26 October 
2021, wherein the State Gov-
ernment would be handing 
over notified financial incen-
tives of piggery schemes to 
the beneficiaries. 

dengue awareness drive at singtam

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept: 

Dengue Awareness 
Drive was organized 

today at Singtam by mem-
bers of Dengue Monitor-
ing and Prevention Com-
mittee and United Sport-
ing Club, Singtam, under 
the guidance of Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat, a press 
release informs.

The highlight of the 

program was a rally by 
boxing trainees of Sing-
tam Boxing Club who car-
ried placards on dengue 
prevention. Cleanliness 
drive was also carried 
out at different localities 
of Singtam. The students 
also performed mimes 
on the occasion to spread 
the message of preven-
tion and safety measures 
against dengue.

Present on the occa-
sion were Sanjay Regmi, 
Chairman, Dengue Moni-
toring and Prevention 
Committee, Dr. Prabhat 
Mokhtan, District Hospi-
tal Singtam, Yad Kumari, 
Councillor Ward No. 5, 
Sundar Rai, AEO, Kham-
dong BAC, Pritam Shilal, 
Coach, Singtam Boxing 
Club, Rajen Baniya and 
others.

kendriyavidyalaya students visit 
underground teesta-v power house

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Sept:

Teesta-V Power Sta-
tion, East Sikkim or-

ganized a tour of the un-
derground Power House 
of 510 MW Teesta-V 
Power Station at Balutar, 
East Sikkim, for 57 stu-
dents of KendriyaVidya-
laya, Singtam, today.

A press release in-
forms that the tour was 
held as part of Azadi-
kaAmritMahotsav. The 
students, divided into 
two batches, were es-
corted by teachers of KV, 
Singtam. 

Jitendra Kumar, Gen-
eral Manager (Elect) 
&Pravesh Kumar, Dy. 
General Manager (HR) 
along with A.V.R.Reddy, 
Dy. Manager (PR) were 
present during the visit 

of the students. Power 
House Engineers ex-
plained the key instal-
lations, functioning and 
operation of 510 MW 
Teesta-V Power Station 
to them during the visit. 

Sanjay Darbari, Gener-
al Manager (I/c), Teesta-V 
Power Station stated that 
Teesta-V Power Station 
is known as one of the 
most renowned Hydro 

Electric Power Stations in 
India. He conveyed that 
the Power Station has 
earlier organized various 
events like Speech Com-
petition, Creative Draw-
ing, etc., to commemorate 
the 75 years of freedom. 
He hoped that such visits 
by school children will 
enhance their learning ex-
perience and boost their 
creative thinking.  

Bulgaria, EU’s least vaccinated 
nation, faces deadly surge

Fire kills 41 inmates, 80 hurt 
at crowded Indonesian prison

JAKARTA, Indonesia 
(AP): A massive fire 
raged through an over-
crowded prison near 
Indonesia’s capital early 
Wednesday, killing at 
least 41 inmates, two of 
them foreigners serving 
drug sentences, and in-
juring 80 others.

Televised footage 
showed firefighters bat-
tling to extinguish or-
ange flames while black 
smoke billowed from 
the compound. Indone-
sian Red Cross officials 
evacuated the victims to 
ambulances and dozens 
of bodies in orange bags 
were laid in a room of 
Tangerang prison on the 
outskirts of Jakarta.

Most of the 41 killed 
were drug convicts, in-
cluding two men from 
South Africa and Por-
tugal, but a terrorism 
convict and a murder 
were also killed, Indone-
sia’s Justice and Human 
Rights minister Yason-
aLaoly told reporters.

He expressed his 
deep condolences for 
the family of the victims 
and pledged to provide 
the best treatment for in-
jured victims.

“This is a tragedy that 

concerns all of us,” Laoly 
said. “We are working 
closely with all relevant 
parties to investigate the 
causes of the fire.”

The preliminary in-
vestigation into the cause 
of the fire that started 
around 1:45 a.m. pointed 
to a short circuit in one of 
19 cells in prison Block 
C2, Jakarta Police Chief 
Fadil Imran said. Block 
C2 was stuffed full with 
122 convicts.

After the fire was ex-
tinguished, hundreds of 
police and soldiers were 
deployed around the 
prison to prevent prison-
ers from escaping, Imran 
told reporters near the 
scene.

“The situation is now 
under control,” Imran 
said, adding that at least 
41 inmates were killed 
and 80 were injured.

Eight are hospital-
ized with severe burns 
and nine with light inju-
ries are being treated at 
a prison clinic, the Justice 
and Human Rights min-
istry said. Another 64, 
many suffering smoke 
inhalation, were evacu-
ated to a mosque in the 
compound.

Tangerang prison 

was designed to house 
1,225 inmates but has 
more than 2,000, said 
Rika Aprianti, spokesper-
son for the corrections 
department at the Justice 
Ministry.

She said 15 prison of-
ficers guarding the cell 
block were unhurt.

Laoly vowed to make 
efforts to prevent a simi-
lar tragedy, including to 
fix electricity problems 
at 477 prisons across 
the vast archipelago na-
tion.

Jailbreaks and riots 
that led to fire are com-
mon in Indonesia, where 
overcrowding has be-
come a problem in pris-
ons that are struggling 
with poor funding and 
large numbers of people 
arrested in a war on ille-
gal drugs.

In April last year, in-
mates angered by restric-
tions on family visits and 
the early release of 115 
other inmates to curb the 
spread of the coronavi-
rus set fire to a prison on 
Sulawesi island. Earlier 
in 2020, inmates set fire 
to a prison in Banda Aceh 
during a riot.

No deaths were re-
ported from those fires.

Taliban form all-male 
Afghan government of 

old guard members
KABUL, Afghanistan 
(AP): The Taliban on 
Tuesday announced an 
all-male interim govern-
ment for Afghanistan 
stacked with veterans of 
their hard-line rule from 
the 1990s and the 20-
year battle against the 
U.S.-led coalition, a move 
that seems unlikely to win 
the international support 
the new leaders desper-
ately need to avoid an eco-
nomic meltdown.

Appointed to the key 
post of interior minister 
was SirajuddinHaqqa-
ni, who is on the FBI’s 
most-wanted list with a 
$5 million bounty on his 
head and is believed to 
still be holding at least 
one American hostage. 
He headed the feared 
Haqqani network that is 
blamed for many deadly 
attacks and kidnappings.

The announcement 
came hours after Taliban 
fired their guns into the 
air to disperse protest-
ers in the capital of Ka-
bul and arrested several 
journalists, the second 
time in less than a week 
that heavy-handed tac-
tics were used to break 
up a demonstration.

Drawn mostly from 
Afghanistan’s dominant 
Pashtun ethnic group, 
the Cabinet’s lack of rep-
resentation from other 
ethnic groups also seems 
certain to hobble its sup-
port from abroad.

As much as 80% of 
Afghanistan’s budget 
comes from the interna-
tional community, and a 
long-running economic 
crisis has worsened in re-
cent months. Near daily 
flights from Qatar bring 
in humanitarian aid, but 
the needs are massive, 
and the Taliban can hard-
ly afford isolation.

In announcing the 
Cabinet, Taliban spokes-
man ZabihullahMujahid 
emphasized that the ap-
pointments were tempo-
rary. He did not say how 
long they would serve 
and what would be the 
catalyst for a change.

Since taking over Af-
ghanistan in mid-August 

after U.S. troops with-
drew, the Taliban have 
shown no indications 
they will hold elections.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment in a statement ex-
pressed concern that the 
Cabinet included only 
Taliban, no women and 
personalities with a trou-
bling track record, but 
said the new administra-
tion would be judged by 
its actions. The carefully 
worded statement noted 
the Cabinet was inter-
im, but said the Taliban 
would be held to their 
promise to give safe pas-
sage to both foreign na-
tionals and Afghans, with 
proper travel documents, 
and ensure Afghan soil 
would not be used as 
to harm another. “The 
world is watching close-
ly,” the statement said.

The interim prime 
minister, Mullah 
HasanAkhund, also head-
ed the Taliban govern-
ment in Kabul during the 
last years of its rule. Mul-
lah Abdul GhaniBaradar, 
who had led talks with 
the U.S. and signed the 
deal that led to the with-
drawal, will be one of two 
deputies to Akhund.

A policy statement ac-
companying the Cabinet 
announcement sought to 
allay fears of Afghanistan’s 
neighbors and the rest 
of the world, but was un-
likely to calm the fears of 
women, who didn’t get a 
single post. “Our message 
to our neighbors, the re-
gion and the world is that 
Afghanistan’s soil will not 
be used against the secu-
rity of any other country,” 
the statement said.

It urged foreign dip-
lomats, embassies, con-
sulates and humanitarian 
organizations to return to 
Afghanistan. “Their pres-
ence is the need of our 
country,” it said. The state-
ment spoke of protecting 
the rights of minorities 
and the underprivileged, 
and it promised education 
“to all countrymen within 
the framework of Sharia.” 
Women were not men-
tioned in the three-page 
statement.   

VELIKO TARNOVO, Bul-
garia (AP): Standing out-
side the rundown public 
hospital in Bulgaria’s 
northern town of Veliko-
Tarnovo, the vaccination 
unit’s chief nurse voices a 
sad reality about her fel-
low citizens: “They don’t 
believe in vaccines.”

Bulgaria has one of 
the highest coronavirus 
death rates in the 27-na-
tion European Union and 
is facing a new, rapid 
surge of infections due 
to the more infectious 
delta variant. Despite 
that, people in this Bal-
kan nation are the most 
hesitant in the bloc to get 
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19.

Only 20% of adults 
in Bulgaria, which has a 
population of 7 million, 
have so far been fully 
vaccinated. That puts it 
last in the EU, which has 
an average of 69 % fully 
vaccinated.

“We are open every 
day,” YordankaMinekova, 
the chief vaccination 
nurse who has worked at 
the hospital for 35 years, 
told The Associated 
Press. “But people who 
want to be vaccinated are 
very few.”

KrasimiraNikolova, a 
52-year-old restaurant 
worker, has chosen not 
to get vaccinated, saying 
she has doubts over the 
effectiveness of the avail-
able vaccines.

“I don’t believe vac-
cines work,” she told the 
AP. “Hospitals are full 
of people who are vac-
cinated ... I already had 
the virus. I don’t believe 
it’s so dangerous. I have 
other health issues and 
if it was that dangerous, 
I would probably be dead 
already.”

But SibilaMarinova, 
manager of VelikoTarno-
vo’s intensive care unit, 
says all 10 beds in its 
COVID-19 ICU ward are 
occupied and she feels 
angry that so many Bul-
garians are refusing to 
get jabbed.

“100% of the ICU pa-
tients are unvaccinated,” 
she told the AP, add-
ing that staff shortages 
are only piling on more 
pressure. Bulgaria has 

access to all four of the 
vaccines approved by 
the EU — Pfizer, Mod-
erna, AstraZeneca, and 
Johnson&Johnson. But 
since the start of the pan-
demic, more than 19,000 
people in Bulgaria have 
died of COVID-19, the 
EU’s third-highest death 
rate, behind only the 
Czech Republic and Hun-
gary. In the last week, 
an average of 41 people 
have died each day.

Bulgaria’s largely 
failed inoculation cam-
paign now risks put-
ting the country’s ailing 
health care system under 
serious strain.

In response, the gov-
ernment imposed tighter 
restrictions Tuesday. 
Restaurants and cafes 
must close at 11 p.m. and 
their tables are limited 
to six people. Nightclubs 
have been shuttered and 
cinemas and theaters are 
limited to half capacity. 
Outdoors sports arenas 
are limited to 30% ca-
pacity.

“The low vaccination 
rate forces us to impose 
these measures,” Health 
Minister StoychoKatsar-
ov said.

Despite being in a 
vulnerable age group, 
71-year-old retiree Zhe-
lyazkoMarinov doesn’t 
want to get vaccinated.

“I think I’m healthy 
enough and have a good 
natural immunity,” he 
said.

He gets most of his in-
formation about the vac-
cines from TV and Face-
book, but said he could 
be persuaded to get vac-
cinated.

“If I were deprived 
of some rights and free-
doms, I would get vacci-
nated,” he said. “For ex-
ample, if I cannot travel 
without a vaccine certifi-
cate.”

MariyaSharkova, a 
public health law special-
ist, believes that Bulgar-
ia’s worryingly low vac-
cine uptake is the result 
of residents’ low trust in 
official institutions, along 
with fake news about the 
shots, political instability 
and a weak national vac-
cination campaign.

“In Bulgaria, we don’t 

have good health lit-
eracy,” she told the AP. 
“Many people choose to 
believe conspiracy theo-
ries and fake news.”

Only vaccines that are 
mandatory in Bulgaria — 
such as measles, mumps 
and rubella — have a 
high uptake. Sharkova 
said some blame has to 
lie with the government’s 
vaccination program.

“They didn’t build any 
strategy on how to fight 
vaccine hesitancy,” she 
said. “We didn’t have any 
real information cam-
paign for the vaccines. 
The ministry of health re-
lies mainly on announce-
ments on the ministry’s 
website, and I don’t think 
anyone actually goes on 
and reads it.”

“The best policy for 
such hesitant countries 
and populations as ours 
are mandatory vaccines,” 
said Sharkova, who is 
dismayed that national 
TV channels often invite 
vaccine-skeptic doctors 
to be on their programs.

But making COVID-19 
vaccines mandatory 
could risk further polar-
izing the issue, she said.

HriskaZhelyazkova, a 
67-year-old military of-
ficer from the coastal city 
of Burgas, says she dis-
trusts vaccines because 
“they were created so 
quickly.”

“I think my body 
would do well if I con-
tracted the virus,” she 
said. “I get information 
from the internet, (and) 
read the opinions of vi-
rologists.”

Still, she said she may 
get vaccinated if authori-
ties slap tougher restric-
tions on unvaccinated 
people.

Back at the VelikoTar-
novo hospital, pro-vacci-
nation drawings colored 
by children hang on the 
walls. “You are our su-
perheroes,” one caption 
read.

But Minekova, the 
vaccination nurse, isn’t 
optimistic about the fu-
ture.

“Somehow, I think it’s 
too late,” she said. “The 
right moment has been 
missed. I don’t see a way 
right now to solve this.”
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Save the Minor
Help them heal from the trauma of crimes 

visited on them

The safety of children around grown-ups even 
in environments where they are expected to be 

safe is being discussed at the national level and on 
even media platform at present. Children, however, 
have always been in harm’s way and Sikkim is not 
new to disturbing incidents of minors being tar-
geted with sexual violence. It is important that these 
discussions continue and the society does not get 
inured to the horror of sexual offences being com-
mitted against children just because it gets reported 
so often.

Words fail you when it comes to deploring the 
rape of a minor. While rape in itself is a reprehen-
sible act, when the victim is a minor, the heinousness 
of the crime multiplies. The crime is no longer one in 
which the victim is violated physically, but becomes 
a transgression which scars an innocent mind per-
manently. Unfortunately most cases of child abuse 
and rape of minors are committed by people known 
to the child. Family friends and relatives, whom a 
child is normally conditioned to trust, are known to 
betray the faith and turn into animals as are neigh-
bours and acquaintances that families leave children 
unattended around. While the Courts and the con-
science of the predator will decide how the culprit 
lives with his guilt, it is the impact of such crimes on 
the fragile minds of children that is a matter of deep-
er and continued concern. Everything that a child 
has been led to believe and conditioned to accept 
[like trusting and respecting her/ his elders] are 
felled in one swoop of a warped mind. As much as 
the culprit needs to be punished, the child needs to 
be saved. The emotional trauma that is sure to haunt 
the mind which is still uncertain of what singled 
her/ him out to be targeted with such a crime needs 
to be addressed. 

Minds of the minors understand and weigh ev-
erything as rewards and punishments. Already con-
fused, the child cannot be left to find the reasons be-
hind the crime by herself. She should not be allowed 
to go through the rest of her formative years trying 
to figure out what she had done wrong to deserve 
such ‘punishment’. She has to be told that she was in 
no way responsible for what happened to her. It is 
important that victims understand that a deranged 
mind and ignorant elders allowed the crimes to hap-
pen. Everyone responsible for the child’s care has 
to apologise to her for having ignored the warning 
signs [every culprit must have displayed some signs 
of his paedophilia] and allowed the crime to visit her. 
Victims also need professional help. It is now obvi-
ous that most parents don’t have the wherewithal 
to handle such situations and ensure that their chil-
dren heal properly. Hence, they along with the child 
need to be counselled by professionals so that the 
situation does not become worse for the child who 
has already suffered enough. 

It is also important for all parents to look out 
for possible paedophiles in the family or the neigh-
bourhood. Because this is such a repulsively deviant 
behaviour to discover in someone you know, most 
people tend to subconsciously ignore it even when it 
is obvious. We do so at our own peril.

Loneliness, Loss and Regret: What Getting 
Old Really Feels Like – new study

SAm CARR & CHAo FAng
theconversation.com

Paula* had not been living in her retirement 
apartment for very long when I arrived for our 

interview. She welcomed me into a modern, com-
fortable home. We sat in the living room, taking in 
the impressive view from her balcony and our con-
versation unfolded.

Paula, 72, told me how four years ago she’d lost 
her husband. She had been his carer for over ten 
years, as he slowly declined from a degenerative 
condition.

She was his nurse, driver, carer, cook and “bottle-
washer”. Paula said she got used to people always ask-
ing after her husband and forgetting about her. She 
told me: “You are almost invisible … you kind of go in 
the shadows as the carer.”

While she had obviously been finding life chal-
lenging, it was also abundantly clear that she loved 
her husband dearly and had struggled profoundly to 
cope with his death. I asked Paula how long it took for 
her to find her bearings, and she replied:

“Nearly four years. And I suddenly woke up one 
day and thought, you idiot, you are letting your life 
fade away, you have got to do something.”

There were photographs of Paula’s late hus-
band on the wall behind her. I noticed a picture of 
him before his illness took hold. They seemed to be 
at some sort of party, or wedding, holding glasses of 
champagne. He had his arm around her. They looked 
happy. There was a picture of her husband in a wheel-
chair too. In this picture they both looked older. But 
still happy.

Losing her husband had left Paula with an irre-
placeable void in her life that she was still working 
out how to fill. In our interview, I glimpsed the extent 
of the deep, unavoidable sense of loneliness that los-
ing a spouse can create for the bereaved partner – a 
painful theme our team would revisit many times in 
our interviews with older people.

THE LONELINESS PROJECT
The pandemic brought the longstanding issue of 

loneliness and isolation in the lives of older people 
back into the public consciousness. When COVID-19 
hit, we had only just completed the 80 in-depth inter-
views which formed the dataset for what we called 
The Loneliness Project – a large-scale, in-depth explo-
ration of how older people experience loneliness and 
what it means for them.

I (Sam) am a psychologist with a particular inter-
est in exploring human relationships across the lifes-
pan. Chao, meanwhile, is a research associate based 
in the Centre for Death and Society at the University 
of Bath. His research focuses on bereavement experi-
ences and exploring emotional loneliness of people 
living in retirement communities. For the last two 
years, we’ve been working on the Loneliness Project 
with a small research team.

Above all, the project sought to listen to older peo-
ple’s experiences. We were privileged to hear many 
people, like Paula, talk to us about their lives, and how 
growing old and ageing creates unique challenges in 
relation to loneliness and isolation.

The research – now published in Ageing and Soci-
ety – generated over 130 hours of conversations and 
we started to make sense of what our participants 
told us with an animated film.

We found that ageing brings about a series of 
inevitable losses that deeply challenge people’s 
sense of connection to the world around them. 
Loneliness can often be oversimplified or reduced 
to how many friends a person has or how often 
they see their loved ones.

But a particular focus for us was to better un-
derstand what underpins feelings of loneliness in 
older people on a deeper level. Researchers have 
used the term “existential loneliness” to describe 
this deeper sense of feeling “separated from the 
world” – as though there is an insurmountable gap 
between oneself and the rest of society. Our objective 
was to listen carefully to how people experienced and 
responded to this.

The older people in our study helped us to better 
understand how they felt growing old had affected 
their sense of connecting to the world – and there 
were some core themes.

LOSS
For many, ageing brought about an inevitable ac-

cumulation of losses. Put simply, some of the people 
we spoke to had lost things that had previously been 
a major part of feeling connected to something bigger 
than themselves.

Loss of a spouse or long-term partner (over half 
of our sample had lost their long-term spouse) was 
particularly palpable and underlined the deep-rooted 
sense of loneliness associated with losing someone 
irreplaceable. Reflecting on the loss of her husband, 
Paula said:

“When he was gone, I didn’t know where I fitted 
anymore. I didn’t know who I was anymore because 
I wasn’t [upset] … You just existed. Went shopping, 
when you needed food. I didn’t want to see people. I 
didn’t go anywhere.”

There was evidence of how painful this irreplace-
able void was for people. Douglas, 86, lost his wife 
five years before speaking to us. He tried his best to 
articulate the sense of hopelessness, despair – and 
sheer loss of meaning – it had created for him. He said 
it hadn’t stopped being difficult, despite the passing 
of time, adding: “They say it gets better. It never gets 
better.”

Douglas explained how he never stops thinking 
about his wife. “It’s hard for people to understand a 

lot of the time,” he said.
People also talked about how learning to live in 

the world again felt alien, terrifying and, frequently, 
impossible. For Amy, 76, relearning how to do the 
“little things in life” was a lonely and challenging ex-
perience.

“It took me a long time … just to go down for 
breakfast on my own … I’d have to bring a paper or 
a book to sit with. And never ever, I would never, ever 
go and have a cup of coffee on my own in a coffee 
shop. So, I literally ‘learnt’ to do that. And that was a 
biggy, just going to a coffee shop and having a coffee.”

Amy said going into busy places on her own was 
hard because she thought everyone was looking at 
her. “I would always do it with Tony, my husband, 
whatever … But to do it on your own, a biggy. It’s stu-
pid, I know, but anyway, hey ho.”

For Peter, 83, the loss of his wife had created a 
painful void around feelings of touch and physical in-
timacy that had always made him feel less alone.

“I suppose all my life sex has been lovemaking. I 
mean, we are really getting personal now, but when 
my wife died, I missed that so, so much. It’s much 
more enjoyable in old age, you know, because, I mean, 
if I said it to you you’d think oh good grief, that hor-
rible old body and all the spots and bumps and cuts 
and wounds and … takes off a wooden leg and … takes 
out the eye. Sorry [laughs] … But it’s not anything like 
that because you know you are in the same boat … 
you get round it, some peculiar way, you accept it all.”

Another man, Philip, 73, also described the pain in 
this loss of intimacy. He said:

“At my wife’s funeral, I said the one thing I will 
miss most is a kiss goodnight. And blow me, after-
wards, one of our friends came round, and she said, 
‘well, we can send each other kisses if you like but by 
text every night’, and would you believe, we still are, 
we still do.”

With the very old people we talked with, there 
was a sense that loss of close and meaningful con-
nections was cumulative. Alice, 93, had lost her first 
husband, her subsequent partner, her siblings, her 
friends and, most recently, her only son. With a sense 
of sadness and weariness, she explained:

“You know, underneath it all I wouldn’t mind 
leaving this world. Everyone has died and I think I’m 
lonely.”

Researchers at Malmö University, Sweden, have 
described an acute sense of existential loneliness in 
very old age, that is partly a reflection of an accumu-
lated loss of close connections.

The study found that the result can be understood 
as if the older person “is in a process of letting go of 
life. This process involves the body, in that the older 
person is increasingly limited in his or her physical 
abilities. The older person’s long term relationships 
are gradually lost and finally the process results in 
the older person increasingly withdrawing into him 
or herself and turning off the outside world”.

‘A STIFF UPPER LIP’
Studies of loneliness have highlighted how an in-

ability to communicate can bring about a feeling that 
“the soul is incarcerated in an insufferable prison”.

This was reflected in our study too. Many of our 
participants said they had trouble communicating 
because they simply didn’t have the tools required 
to convey such complicated emotions and deeper 
feelings. This led us to contemplate why some older 
people might not have developed such essential emo-
tional tools.

Research has suggested that older people born 
in the first half of the 20th century were unwitting-
ly indoctrinated into the concept of the “stiff upper 
lip”. Through most of their lives – including wartime, 
peacetime employment, conscription to military 
service, and family life – there was a requirement to 
maintain high levels of cognitive control and low lev-
els of emotional expression.

Some of our participants seemed to be implicitly 
aware of this phenomenon and how it had shaped 
their generation. Polly, 73, explained it succinctly for 
us:

“If you don’t think about it, if you don’t give it 
words, then you don’t have to feel the pain … How 
long is it since men cried in public? Never cry. Big 
boys don’t cry. That is certainly what was said when I 
was growing up. Different generation.”

People said that wartime childhoods had “hard-
ened them”, led to them suppressing deeper feelings 
and feeling the need to maintain a sense of compo-
sure and control.

For example, Margaret, 86, was a “latchkey child” 
during the war. Her parents went out at 7am and she 
had to get up and make her own breakfast at the age 
of nine. She then had to catch a tram and a bus to get 
to school and when she got back at night her parents 
would still be out, working late.

“So I used to light the fire, get the dinner ready. But 
when you are a child, you don’t think about it, you just 
do it. I mean, no way did I count myself as a neglected 
child, it was just the way it was in the war, you just 
had to do it …”

Margaret said it was "just an attitude”. She went to 
11 schools, travelled around the country because of 
the war and had nothing really to do with other peo-
ple. She added: “I think it makes you a little bit hard … 
I think sometimes I am a hard person because of it.”

As interviewers who have grown up in a culture 
that is perhaps more permissive of emotional expres-
sion than had been the case for many of the people we 
interviewed, it was sometimes difficult for us to wit-
ness how deep-rooted people’s inability to express 
their suffering could be.

Douglas was clearly struggling deeply after the 

death of his wife. But he lacked the tools and relation-
ships to help him work through it. He said he had no-
body who was close to him who he could confide in. 
“People never confided in my family. It was different 
growing up then,” he added.

HEAVY BURDENS
The burden of loneliness for older people is inti-

mately connected to what they are alone with. As we 
reach the end of our lives, we frequently carry heavy 
burdens that have accumulated along the way, such 
as feelings of regret, betrayal and rejection. And the 
wounds from past relationships can haunt people all 
their lives.

Gerontologist professor, Malcolm Johnson, has 
used the term “biographical pain” to describe psycho-
logical and spiritual suffering in the old and frail that 
involves profoundly painful recollection and reliving 
of experienced wrongs, self-promises and regretted 
actions.

He has written that: “Living to be old is still con-
sidered to be a great benefit. But dying slowly and 
painfully, with too much time to reflect and with little 
or no prospect of redressing harms, deficits, deceits, 
and emotional pain, has few redeeming features.”

Many of those we spoke to told us how hard it was 
to be left alone with unresolved pain. For example 
Georgina, 83, said she learned in early childhood that 
she was “a bad person … stupid, ugly”. She remem-
bered her brother, as an older man, dying in hospital, 
“connected to all these machines”. However, she could 
neither forgive nor forget the abuse he had inflicted 
upon her during childhood. “My faith told me to for-
give him but, ultimately, he scratched me in my soul as 
a kid,” she added.

People carried memories and wounds from the 
past that they wanted to talk about, to make sense 
of and to share. Susan, 83, and Bob, 76, talked about 
painful and difficult memories from their early family 
lives.

Susan spoke about how she had a nervous break-
down when her family “disowned” her after she fell 
pregnant at the age of 17. She said:

“I come from this secret family. We all had to pres-
ent as expected. If you didn’t, you were out, and that 
was the bottom line. I look back on my life and I won-
der that I survived.”

While Bob remembered a life of violence at the 
hands of his father. “I copped so many hidings from 
him. Then one night … my old man had a bad habit. 
He would get up and walk past you and smack you in 
the ribs. I sensed it coming, I was out of my chair in a 
flash, I caught him, crossed his hands over his wrists, 
and jammed my knuckle into his Adam’s Apple. That 
was family life,” he said.

Janet, 75, explained to us that she felt what was 
lacking from her life was a space where she could talk 
about, make sense of, and reflect on the biographical 
pain she had accumulated.

“This is what I miss a lot, a private space to talk … 
All my life I’ve suffered … and some things I do find 
very hard … With everything that’s gone wrong, I 
would like to talk to somebody, no advice, I want to let 
off steam, make sense of it all, I suppose. But it doesn’t 
happen.”

YOUR LIFE MATTERED
Thinking about how older people can be supported 

must involve a fuller understanding of what loneliness 
really means for them. Some of our own efforts have 
focused on ways of helping older people retain a sense 
that they are valued in the world and that they matter.

For example, the Extraordinary Lives Project 
sought to listen to older people’s recollections, wis-
dom and reflections. Sharing these recollections with 
others, including younger generations, has been mu-
tually beneficial and helped older people to feel that 
the lives they have lived counted for something.

There is also a need to consider how to support 
older people in relation to coping with some of the in-
evitable losses ageing creates that threaten their sense 
of connection to the world. Organisations seeking to 
connect people going through these struggles can play a 
role in developing a sense of “coping together”.

Such organisations already exist in relation to 
support for widows, provision of spaces like death 
cafes to talk about death and dying and improving ac-
cess to and awareness of psychological and emotional 
therapies for older people.

So support is out there but it is often fragmented 
and difficult to find. A core challenge for the future is 
to create living environments in which these mecha-
nisms of support are embedded and integrated into 
older people’s communities.

Listening to all these experiences helped us to ap-
preciate that loneliness in later life runs deep – much 
deeper than we might think. We learned that growing 
old and approaching the end of life create unique sets 
of circumstances such as loss, physical deterioration 
and biographical pain and regret that can give rise to 
a unique sense of disconnection from the world.

Yet people can and did find their way through the 
significant challenges and disruptions that ageing had 
posed them. Before I (Sam) left her apartment, Paula 
made me a cup of tea and a ham sandwich and told me:

“It’s funny, you know, I had a building which I had 
inherited, and I had some money in the bank but who 
was I, what was I anymore? That was my main chal-
lenge. But now, four years later, I’ve moved to a retire-
ment village and I’m noticing there’s just a little thrill 
associated with being able to do exactly as I please – 
and if people say, ‘Oh but you should do this,’ I go, ‘No, 
I shouldn’t!’”

[Sam Carr is Senior Lecturer in Education 
with Psychology, University of Bath; Chao Fang 

is Research Associate, University of Bath]



5SummitTIMES | 09 September  2021NeighbourhoodWATCH

R.O. No. 173/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22 
Dated 06.09.2021

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK
NIT No: 01 AE(E-I) EW/EDN/GOS          Dated: 2.09.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (East –I), Education Department, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim invites sealed tenders from the eligible contractors of appropriate class for the work as below:

Sl 
No.

Name of work Work Value put to tender Comple-
tion time in 

months

Bank receipts 
towards cost 

of tender 
documents

Earnest money 
@2.5% for issue 
of tender form

1 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Lt.C.S.Rai 
Memorial Govt. Secondary 
School, Arithang

Civil Work = 
Rs.60,92,405/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.64,13, 062/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,60,327.00

2 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Ling-
ding Junior High School, 
Gangtok

Civil Work = 
Rs.66,63,612/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.69,84,269/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,74,607.00

3. Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Govt 
Senior Secondary School, 
Ranka

Civil Work = 
Rs.55,39,485/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.58,60,142/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,46,504.00

4. Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Govt 
Senior Secondary School, 
Bojoghari

Civil Work = 
Rs.57,92,590/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.61,13,247/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,52,831.00

5 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Govt Pri-
mary School at Pangthang

Civil Work = 
Rs.52,01,431/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.55,22,088/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,38,052.00

6 Construction of 4/R/SB 
at Pangthang Junior High 
School

Civil Work = 
Rs.56,89,382/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.60,10,039/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,50,251.00

A. (1) DATES
1. Dates for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender document : 21.09.2021
2. Date for submission of T.D.R. for issue of tender forms: 22.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender : 23.09.2021 (up to 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender : 23.09.2021 (1:30 P.M.)

Sl 
No.

Name of work Work Value put to tender Comple-
tion time in 

months

Bank receipts 
towards cost 

of tender 
documents

Earnest money 
@2.5% for issue 
of tender form

7 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Sub-
hithang Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.55,89,375/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,10,032/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,47,751.00

8. Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Dong-
eythang Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.56,82,578/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.60,03,235/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,50,081.00

9 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Sakyong 
Chisopani Junior High 
School

Civil Work = Rs.58,03,635/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.61,24,292/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,53,107.00

10 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Tintek 
Chuba Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.56,16,239/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,36,896/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,48,422.00

11 Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Lax-
miniketan Vidhya Mandir 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.53,79,455/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.57,00,112/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,42,503.00

12. Construction of 4 Roomed 
School Building at Machey-
lakha Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.56,65.018/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,85,675/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,49,642.00

A. (2) DATES
1. Dates for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender document  : 21.09.2021
2. Date for submission of T.D.R. for issue of tender forms: 22.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender : 24.09.2021 (up to 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender : 24.09.2021 (1:30 P.M.)

Sl 
No.

Name of work Work Value put to tender Comple-
tion time in 
months

Bank receipts 
towards cost 
of tender 
documents

Earnest money 
@2.5% for issue of 
tender form

13 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Biraspati 
Parsai Senior Second-
ary School., Ranipool

Civil Work = Rs.55,97,374/-
Electrification = Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,18,031/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,47,951.00

14 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Martam 
Secondary School

Civil Work = Rs.69,56,226/-
Electrification = Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.72,76,883/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,81,922.00

15. Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Tirkutam 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.57,46,079/-
Electrification = Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.60,66,736/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,51,668.00

16. Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Adampool 
Junior High School

Civil Work = Rs.75,78,927/-
Electrification = Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.78,99,548/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,97,489.00

17 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building with Terra-
cotta Roof at Lumsey 
Junior High School

Civil Work = Rs.61,77,831/-
Electrification = Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.64,98,488/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,62,462.00

A. (3) DATES
1. Dates for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender document  : 21.09.2021
2. Date for submission of T.D.R. for issue of tender forms: 22.09.2021.

3. Date and time for submission of tender : 27.09.2021 (up to 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender : 27.09.2021 (1:30 P.M.)

B. GENERAL CONDITIONS
1. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. The application 

would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/ herself. The tender document will not be issued 
to any person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application shall be submitted initially for each 
work listed above with all required documents.

2. The applications should enclose attested copies of the  (A) latest GST Clearance Certificate (B) latest In-
come Tax Clearance certificate  and (C) Validated / Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate along with 
the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/ Updated Enlistment Certificate during 
sell/ issue of the Tender Document for verification.

3. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during 
the period specified in (A) Above from the office of the Assistant Engineer, Education Department , Gang-
tok on production of requisite Bank Receipt/ Challan duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim towards 
cost of Tender Documents (Non-refundable) under the receipt head 0202-01-101-03 other receipts. 

4. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of TDR in favour of the Sr. Ac-
counts Officer, (Works) Education Department, Gangtok East Sikkim. Tender Form shall be issued only to 
those contractors/firms who have obtained the Tender Documents. 

5. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the works superscripted on it.  Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 2A, B and C should 
be enclosed with the offer.

6. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box  in the  office of the Assistant Engineer (East-I), Educa-
tion Department , Gangtok, East Sikkim,  on the date and within the time indicated above.

7. A Tender Opening Committee in the presence of the Tenderes will open Tender on the date and time 
indicated above.

8. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the General Direc-
tions and Conditions of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures 
and words and should be inclusive of Sales Tax and all other Taxes. Over writing and correction should be 
avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected.

9. In case of any discrepancy in rate (s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der documents, then the rates printed in the Scheduled of Rates  as per the approved estimate. Decision 
of the  Chief Engineer or Secretary will be final in this regard.

10. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work 
as per the directives of the Department. Claim of this account shall be as per the agreement rates and 
for extra items which are not included in the Schedule of quantities at the time of tender, the rates of the 
SOR used in preparation of DPR i.e., the SOR of the year on which the tender is based shall be followed.

 11. Quality control and testing of material shall be done by the contractors as when required to do so. The 
contractor shall engage Civil Engineer at project site during the period of execution of the work. 

 12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her risk and cost. The Department 
shall not be liable for payment of such damages(if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the 
issue of work order.

14. The conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement to be entered with 
the contractor. 

15. The contractors are requires to register themselves under Rule 39 or 40(as the case may be) of Sikkim 
Value Added Tax Rule 2005 with Income and Commercial Tax Division of Finance Revenue & Expenditure 
Department and obtained the TIN number before settlement of Bill or they must be register companies/
firms registered under the companies Act 1956 having valid PAN/TAN.

16. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates applicable on the date of payment 
notified by the State Government from time to time. In no case, claim of the contractor for deduction as 
per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be 
acceptable.

17. The Education Department does not accept subcontracting of the project work, however if circumstances 
warrant such subcontracting, the contractor shall not sub-contract any part of the work without prior 
consent of the Education Department, Gangtok. Any such consent shall not relieve the contractor from 
any liability or obligation under the contract and he shall be responsible for the acts, defaults and ne-
glects of any sub-contractor, his agents or workmen as fully as if they were acts, defaults or neglects of 
the contractor.

 18.  In case the man powers are required to be imported from out of State or the neighboring countries, it 
shall be the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered through the Labour Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim as per the relevant Central and State Legislation.

19. Liquidated Damages: If the contractor fails to achieve the target or milestones fixed for the various activi-
ties (As per the work plan), the contractor shall pay liquidated damages to the Department at the rate 
the Chief Engineer/ competent authority finds suitable, which shall not be more than 5% of the contract 
value.

20. The contractor shall do photography/video photography of the site firstly before the start of the work, 
secondly mid-way in the execution of different stages of the work and lastly after the completion of the 
work but he/she shall not disclose details of drawings furnished to him and works on which he is engaged 
without the prior approval of the Department/Engineer in writing . No separate payment will be made to 
the contractor on account of the photography/videography. The contractor shall not publish otherwise 
circulate without the approval of the Department which shall be treated as breach of contract.

21. The contractor shall confine all his activities inside the allocated project area. The allocated project area 
implies the identified quarry, identified debris disposal site and land acquired for the project.

22. All specification, dimension and geometries shall be verified by the contractor on the site and he shall be 
responsible for accuracy AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL DIMENSIONS AND LEVELS. Process quality control 
as well as End Product control both implies for achieving quality work at site.

23. No unauthorized persons shall be allowed on the site. The contractor shall instruct all such person to keep 
out and shall take steps to prevent tress pass.

24. In case of  difference between other Clauses of the Agreement (and its sub-clauses) then additional 
conditions incorporated in the General Directions and Conditions of Contract shall supersede all other 
clauses.

25.  The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tender without assigning any reason 
thereof.

26.  Expenditure involved for material testing viz., Cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of metals etc. 
at site or in laboratories shall be borne by the contractor. The contractor shall make necessary arrange-
ment accordingly as and when instructed to do so.

27. It is expected for the tenderer to have reconnoitered/ inspected the site before submitting his bid. There 
may be possible site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before 
submitting the bid.

28. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/Central govt. 
and no claim will be entertained in this regards whatsoever.

29.  The cost of Stock materials and equipments supplied by the Department will be deducted from contra-
cotr’s bill as per rules.

30.  In case the tender date as included is declared the Govt. Holiday, the process shall continue in the subse-
quent working days.

 In case the quantum of works and specifications as prescribed in schedule of quantities or included in 
the work value at the time of tender deviates due to limitation of funds or otherwise  this are subject to 
change for which decision of the Head of the Department shall be final and conclusive.

31. In case of difference between other cases of the agreement (and its sub-clause) then additional condi-
tions incorporated in the General Direction and Condition of Contract shall supersede all othe clauses.

32.  The rate of the earnest money which a contractor should deposit before issue of tender form is 2.50% of 
the estimated cost put to tender. However, all enlisted women Contractors will be exempted from TDR 
for participation in any contract work up to an amount of Rs. 5.00 Crore. In case of such tender being ac-
cepted, the lowest bidder (Enlisted Women Contractor) has to deposit Earnest Money @2.5% of the esti-
mated cost put to tender before the issue os work order. Further, if the tenderer of the above-mentioned 
exempted category withdraws her tender within the validity period, then the government shall without 
prejudice to any right or remedy, be at the liberty to debar such tenderer for participitation in any future 
tender for a period of 01(one) year.

33. Reference to notification no. 584/RNB/PWD/Secy. Dated: 08/10/2018 the competitive bidding amongst 
all class IV contractors enlisted with the Sikkim Publicn Work Department should be within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Concerned Ward of the GPU/ULB where the work is to be executed.

34.  Reference to notification no. 66/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 08.01.2021 the tendering is to be conducted in 
the office of the undersigned.

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer (East-I)

Education Department
Gangtok, East Sikkim 
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Broadcasters urged to cancel 
plans to cover Beijing Olympics

TOKYO (AP): Some of the 
world’s largest broadcasters 
including American network 
NBC are being asked by human 
rights groups to cancel plans to 
cover next year’s Winter Olym-
pics in Beijing. The Winter 
Games are scheduled to open 
on Feb. 4.

The request comes in an 
open letter from rights groups 
representing minorities in Chi-
na, including Uyghurs, Tibet-
ans, Hong Kong residents and 
others.

The letter, obtained by the 
Associated Press, was sent 
Tuesday to NBC Universal 
chief executive officer Jeff Shell 
and other international broad-
cast executives. NBC is pay-
ing $7.75 billion for the rights 
to the next six Olympics and 
works closely as a partner with 
the Switzerland-based Inter-
national Olympic Committee.

Those payments are es-
timated to account for up to 
40% of the IOC’s total income. 
The letter says the broadcast-
ers risk “being complicit” in 
the “worsening human rights 
abuses” in China.

The letter comes just days 
after the delayed Summer 
Olympics and Paralympics 
wrapped up in Tokyo, putting 
the focus on the IOC and its 
choice of Beijing.

The IOC has repeatedly 
said it is only a sports body 
and its president Thomas 
Bach has declined to address 
or condemn the treatment of 

Uyghurs or other minorities 
in China. The IOC is also facing 
calls for a boycott, pressure on 
some of its 15 top sponsors, 
and some athletes speaking of 
the difficult situation they face.

A vice president of one ma-
jor IOC sponsor, Intel, has said 
he concurs with the assess-
ment that genocide is taking 
place.

“All of your companies are 
at serious risk of being com-
plicit in China’s plan to ‘sport 
wash’ the severe and worsen-
ing human rights abuses and 
embolden the actions of the 
Chinese authorities,” the open 
letter reads. “By broadcasting 
Beijing 2022 your companies 

will legitimize these abuses 
and promote what is being 
widely described as the ‘Geno-
cide Games’.”

China’s foreign ministry 
has repeatedly criticized what 
it calls the “politicization of 
sports” and has said any Olym-
pic boycott is “doomed to fail-
ure.” It has also denied com-
mitting genocide against the 
Uyghur people, describing the 
charges as the “lie of the cen-
tury.”

The Beijing Olympics are 
likely to be held with few fans, 
and media are likely to be seg-
regated from athletes with 
little possibility of free move-
ment. The rationale will be the 

ongoing pandemic. The IOC 
has declined several recent 
calls to move the Olympics out 
of Beijing. China is accused by 
some foreign governments and 
researchers of imposing forced 
labor, systematic forced birth 
control and torture upon Uy-
ghurs, a largely Muslim ethnic 
group Xinjiang, a region in the 
country’s west.

LhadonTethong, co-chair 
of the International Tibet Net-
work, said Canadian broad-
caster CBC, Britain’s BBC and 
ARD in Germany, which all re-
ceive public money, should not 
move forward with any broad-
cast plans. She urged the pub-
lic in those countries to speak 

up. “It is unconscionable that 
NBC, CBC and other broadcast-
ers plan to help Chinese lead-
ers project a rosy image of an 
‘Olympic Games as usual’ while 
they are carrying out genocide 
against the Uyghurs, and en-
gaging in a massive campaign 
of repression against Tibetans 
and so many others,” Tethong 
wrote to Associated Press.

The IOC included human 
rights requirements several 
years ago in the host city con-
tract for the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics, but it did not include 
those guidelines — the U.N. 
Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights — for Bei-
jing.

Paris is the first Olympics 
to contain the standards, long 
pushed for by human rights 
groups. Beijing was the IOC’s 
choice for the 2022 Winter 
Olympics, a decision made in 
2015 after European bids in-
cluding Oslo and Stockholm 
pulled out for financial or po-
litical reasons. The IOC was left 
with only only two candidates: 
Beijing and Almaty, Kazakh-
stan. IOC members chose Bei-
jing in a 44-40 vote.

Beijing also held the 2008 
Summer Olympics, promis-
ing at the time that the Games 
would improve the human 
rights situation in the country.

“With this letter we are put-
ting the networks on notice,” 
Tethong said. “If they broad-
cast the Beijing 2022 Olym-
pics, they will be complicit.”

For 1st time, no US singles 
players in US Open quarterfinals

NZ and South Africa to play 
test series in England in 2022

Swedish FA drops 
training camp in Qatar 

over club concerns

‘Trusting myself’: 
Leylah Fernandez, 19, 

reaches uS open SF
NEW YORK (AP): When 
Leylah Fernandez wins a 
pivotal point at the U.S. 
Open — and she’s won 
enough of them to be-
come the tournament’s 
youngest semifinalist 
since Maria Sharapova 
in 2005 — the teenager 
with the exciting game 
and enthusiasm to match 
raises her right fist or 
windmills her arms, fir-
ing up herself and the 
crowd.

What often happens 
next, after good points 
or bad, is just as impor-
tant to the success of the 
unseeded Canadian left-
hander with the quick 
reflexes: She’ll turn her 
back to the court and her 
opponent, face the wall 
behind the baseline for 
a few moments, gather 
herself and repeat what-
ever that day’s mantra of 
choice is.

During Tuesday’s 
6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (5) victory 
against No. 5 seed ElinaS-
vitolina in Arthur Ashe 
Stadium, which followed 
wins over past U.S. Open 
champions and former 
No. 1s Naomi Osaka and 
Angelique Kerber, Fer-
nandez focused on self-
belief. “I was only think-
ing of trusting myself, 
trusting my game. After 
every point, win or lose, I 
would always tell myself, 
‘Trust my game. Go for 
my shots. Just see where 
the ball goes,’” said Fer-
nandez, who turned 19 
on Monday and had never 
been past the third round 
in her previous half-doz-
en major appearances. 
“I see what I’m feeling. I 
see if there’s one phrase 
that really catches me or 
that makes me more mo-
tivated than the others. 
I just keep it throughout 
the match.”

It’s working.
Another Canadian 

moved into the semifi-
nals when 21-year-old 
Felix Auger-Aliassime’s 
opponent Tuesday night, 
18-year-old Carlos Al-
caraz of Spain, stopped 
playing in the second set 
while trailing 6-3, 3-1 
because of an issue with 
a muscle in his right leg. 
Alcaraz was coming off 
two five-set wins in a 
row — including against 
No. 3 seed StefanosTsitsi-
pas — that made him the 
youngest male quarterfi-
nalist in New York since 
1963.

“It’s really tough to 
end a great tournament 
like this,” Alcaraz said, 
“but I had no choice.”

The 12th-seeded 
Auger-Aliassime is the 
first man from Canada 
to reach the U.S. Open 
semifinals and plays No. 
2 Daniil Medvedev next. 
Medvedev, a 25-year-old 
from Russia, earned a spot 
in the final four at Flush-
ing Meadows for the third 
consecutive year by stop-
ping the surprising run of 
Dutch qualifier Botic van 
de Zandschulp 6-3, 6-0, 
4-6, 7-5.

With no players from 
the United States left to 
pull for, U.S. Open fans are 
adopting their neighbors 
from the North — al-
though the 73rd-ranked 
Fernandez actually is 
based in Florida after be-
ing born in Montreal to a 
Filipino Canadian mother 
and an Ecuadorian father.

Fernandez’s father 
is also her coach but isn’t 
in New York; he stayed 
home for what Fernandez 
called “personal reasons” 
and is offering tips in daily 
phone conversations. “I 
called him right after the 
match, when I went to the 
locker room,” she said. “He 
honestly told me that I put 
him through hell and back 
with this match.”  

NEW YORK (AP): On the day that 
the U.S. Open quarterfinals be-
gan without any Americans left in 
singles — the first time that’s ever 
happened at an event first held in 
1881 — the man in charge of find-
ing and grooming the country’s 
Grand Slam champions sought to 
look on the bright side.

Sure, Martin Blackman, the 
U.S. Tennis Association’s general 
manager of player development, 
acknowledged Tuesday in an in-
terview at Flushing Meadows that 
having no men or women in the 
draws with nearly a week of play to 
go is “very disappointing; there’s 
no ifs, ands or buts about it.”

And then, moments later, he 
got around to beginning a sen-
tence with one of those words: 
“But when we look at where we’re 
heading, especially on the men’s 
side, we’re in the best place that 
we’ve been in 15-20 years.”

His justification for that lies, 
in part, in the numbers: There are 
14 Americans in the top 100 of 
the ATP rankings, the most since 
1996; the 13 men who got to the 
second round last week were the 
most since the 15 in 1994.

“We’ve got a huge group of guys 
there. We just don’t have the world 
beaters,” said Reilly Opelka, an 
American who was seeded 22nd 
and lost in the fourth round Mon-
day. “I don’t think we will have a 
Sampras-Agassi era of, just, domi-
nance like that again. It’s rare for 
any country.”

That’s part of Blackman’s take 
on things, too.

There is, simply, a lot of compe-
tition from everywhere.

“In the ’70s, you had five coun-
tries playing professional tennis,” 
he said, wearing a blue jacket 
with “USA” in white capital letters 
above his heart. “It’s a completely 
different world. The standards for 
American tennis have not dropped, 
at least from our perspective. Our 
standards are always going to be 
Grand Slam titles and top-10 play-
ers. But the challenges have mul-
tiplied. The game is more global 
than it’s ever been.”

Part of his optimism comes 
from the eye test.

In the women’s game, he likes 
what he sees from 21-year-old 
Sofia Kenin (the 2020 Australian 
Open champion who missed the 
U.S. Open after testing positive for 
COVID-19), 20-year-old Amanda 
Anisimova (a 2019 French Open 
semifinalist), 17-year-old Coco 
Gauff (a 2021 French Open quar-
terfinalist) and a crop of other 
teenagers Blackman thinks can 
make moves a year or two from 
now, such as Robin Montgomery 
(who won a second-round juniors 
match Tuesday) or Hailey Baptiste.

The men he’s hopeful about in-
clude 20-year-old Jenson Brooks-
by, who flirted with an upset of 
No. 1 Novak Djokovic in the fourth 
round Monday night; 21-year-old 
Sebastian Korda, who reached the 
fourth round at Wimbledon in 
July but stopped during his first-
rounder in New York because of 
food poisoning; and 20-year-old 
Brandon Nakashima, who beat 
highest-ranked American John Is-
ner in the first round.

Plus, Brooksby, 24-year-old 
Opelka and 23-year-old Frances 
Tiafoe gave the U.S. three men in 
the fourth round of the nation’s 
Grand Slam tournament for the 
first time in a decade.

Djokovic was impressed 
enough by Brooksby to tell the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium crowd af-
ter beating him 1-6, 6-3, 6-1, 6-2: 
“America has a bright future in ten-
nis, for sure.”

This U.S. Open was, it turns out, 

as good an opportunity as ever for 
new folks to get a seat at the table, 
perhaps at least in part because of 
the absences of Serena Williams 
(“We didn’t have The Queen here,” 
is how Blackman put it), Roger Fe-
derer and Rafael Nadal.

Djokovic is the only male 
quarterfinalist with a Grand Slam 
singles title (he has 20), and Bar-
boraKrejcikova is the only female 
quarterfinalist with one (this 
year’s French Open). Karolina 
Pliskova is the only other woman 
in the last eight with even one ap-
pearance in a major final; she was 
the runner-up at the U.S. Open in 
2016 and at Wimbledon in July.

Plus, two players came through 
qualifying to get to the quarterfi-
nals: Botic van de Zandschulp of 
the Netherlands and Emma Ra-
ducanu of Britain. Three quarter-
finalists are teenagers: Raducanu 
and Carlos Alcaraz of Spain are 
18; Leylah Fernandez of Canada 
turned 19 on Monday.

Blackman is well aware, of 
course, that one has to go all the 
way back to 2003 to find a Grand 
Slam title, at the U.S. Open or else-
where, for an American man: Andy 
Roddick’s triumph in New York.

“Look, we’re all about winning. 
That’s our culture and that’s our 
business and everything we do is 
very binary at the end of the day. 
Either you win or you lose,” Black-
man said.

“We need,” he said, “to see bet-
ter results in the Slams next year.”

STOCKHOLM (AP): Swe-
den’s football federation 
on Wednesday canceled 
plans for a training camp 
in Qatar in January after 
Swedish clubs expressed 
concern about the 2022 
World Cup host’s human 
rights record.

The federation has 
held a January camp in 
Qatar since 2019 with 
a team featuring mainly 
players from the Swed-
ish league, which is in the 
middle of its offseason at 
that time.

However, it said 
Swedish clubs had made 
“a unanimous assess-
ment that the camp 
should not take place 
in Doha in the coming 
years.”

The move comes af-
ter the Gulf state has 
faced scrutiny from hu-
man rights organizations 
over the living and work-
ing conditions of migrant 
workers helping to build 
stadiums, transport and 
other construction proj-

ects ahead of next year’s 
World Cup.

The federation said in 
a statement on its web-
site that it would look for 
other alternatives.

”What is clear is that 
the January tour will not 
be in Doha, Qatar,” said 
HakanSjostrand, the fed-
eration’s secretary gen-
eral.

The federation also 
stressed that it has “done 
extensive work off the 
field to try to contrib-
ute to positive changes 
linked to human rights 
and the situation of mi-
grant workers” in Qatar.

The natural gas-rich 
emirate has spent tens of 
billions of dollars to build 
hotels, a new transport 
system and lavish stadi-
ums to cope with staging 
one of the biggest sport-
ing events.

Sweden is in a good 
position to qualify for the 
World Cup, having won 
its first three qualifying 
games.

LONDON (AP): England 
will play three-match 
test series against New 
Zealand and South Africa 
at home next year.

The Black Caps, who 
are the reigning test 
world champions, will 
return having won a two-
match series in England 
1-0 this summer and 
kick off the international 
schedule at Lord’s be-
tween June 2-6, before 
matches at Trent Bridge 
and Headingley.

The South Africans, 
making a full trip to Eng-

land for the first time 
since 2017, will play all 
three formats culminat-
ing in tests at Lord’s, 
Edgbaston and the Oval, 
which resumes its role 
as the last staging post 
of the summer. Those 
games begin on Aug. 17 
and conclude on Sept. 12.

England’s limited-overs 
sides will play all of their 
matches in a tight block 
throughout July. There will 
be three Twenty20s and 
three one-day internation-
als against both India and 
South Africa.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK

 NIT No. 02/AE(E-II)EW/EDN/GOS                                                                                                                           Date: 06.09.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (East-II), Education Department, Gangtok, East Sikkim 
invites sealed tenders from the eligible contractors of appropriate class for the work as below: -

Sl.
No. Name of work Value put to tender

Comple-
tion time in 

months

Bank receipt 
towards cost 

of tender 
documents

Earnest money 
@ 2.5% for is-
sue of tender 

form

1. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Lamaten Pri-
mary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 56,76,005/- 
Electrification     =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,96,712/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 R.1,49,918.00

2. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Upper Lingchey 
Primary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 56,76,005/- 
Electrification     =  ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,96,712/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,49,918.00

3. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Pabyuk Senior 
Secondary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,89,201/- 
Electrification     =  ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,09,858/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,47,746.00

4. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Rangpo Senior 
Secondary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 54,92,774/- 
Electrification     =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 58,13,431/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,45,336.00

5. Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Rhenock 
Khamdong Junior.High 
School

Civil Work         = ₹ 56,76,055/- 
Electrification     =  ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,96,712/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,49,918.00

6. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Tarpin Second-
ary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 54,65,580/- 
Electrification     =  ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 57,86,237/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,44,656.00

7. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Thongsong Pri-
mary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,89,201/- 
Electrification     =  ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,09,858/-

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,47,746.00

A. (1) DATES
1. Date for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender

documents: 23.09.2021.
2. Date for submission of TDR (Earnest Money) for issue of tender form: 24.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender: 27.09.2021 (upto 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender: 27.09.2021 (2:00 P.M)

Sl.
No. Name of work Value put to tender

Comple-
tion time in 

months

Bank receipt 
towards cost 

of tender 
documents

Earnest money 
@ 2.5% for 

issue of tender 
form

8. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Parakha Junior 
High School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,46,166/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 58,66,823/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,46,671.00

9. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Lower Sumin 
Secondary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 65,01,519/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 68,22,176/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,70,554.00

10. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Nimthang Pri-
mary School

Civil Work         =₹ 56,76,005/- 
Electrification    =₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       =₹ 59,96,712/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,49,918.00

11. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Zitlang Junior 
High School

Civil Work         = ₹ 63,92,349/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 67,13,006/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,67,825.00

12. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Rongli Junior.
High School

Civil Work         = ₹ 54,64,829/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 57,85,486/-
 

 12 months ₹5000.00  ₹.1,44,637.00

13. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Titribotey Pri-
mary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,89,201/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,09,858/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,47,746.00

14. Construction of 
Model Primary School 
Building at Budang 
Primary School

Civil Work       = ₹ 98,15,812/- 
         Total        = ₹ 98,15,812/- 12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.2,45,395.00

A. (2) DATES
1. Date for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender

documents: 23.09.2021.
2. Date for submission of TDR (Earnest Money) for issue of tender form: 24.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender: 28.09.2021 (upto 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender: 28.09.2021 (2:00 P.M)

Sl.
No. Name of work Value put to tender

Comple-
tion time in 

months

Bank receipt 
towards cost 

of tender 
documents

Earnest money 
@ 2.5% for is-
sue of tender 

form

15. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Aho-Kissan Se-
nior Secondary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 54,65,580/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 57,86,237/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,44,656.00

16. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Lower Nandok 
Junior High School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,89,201/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,09,858/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,47,746.00

17. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Yalli Primary 
School

Civil Work         = ₹ 59,37,129/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 62,57,786/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,56,445.00

18. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Singleybong 
Junior High School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,46,166/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 58,66,823/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,46,671.00

19. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Chanatar Junior 
High School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,89,201/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,09,858/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,47,746.00

20. Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Lower 
Sudunglakha Primary 
School

Civil Work         = ₹ 55,89,201/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 59,09,858/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,47,746.00

21. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Padamchey Sec-
ondary School

Civil Work         = ₹ 54,65,580/- 
Electrification    =   ₹ 3,20,657/- 
            Total       = ₹ 57,86,237/-
 

12 months ₹5000.00 ₹.1,44,656.00

A. (3) DATES
1. Date for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender

documents: 23.09.2021.
2. Date for submission of TDR (Earnest Money) for issue of tender form: 24.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender: 29.09.2021 (upto 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender: 29.09.2021 (2:00 P.M)

B. GENERAL CONDITIONS
1. The intending tenderers/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application should 

invariably be signed by the contractor himself /herself. The tender documents will not be issued to person other 
than the INTENDING TENDERERS. The application shall be submitted in person with all required documents.

2. The application should enclose attested copies of the (A) latest G.S.T Clearance Certificate (B) latest Income Tax 
Clearance certificate and (C) Validated/ Updated Contractors Enlistment Certificate along with the application. It is 
mandatory to produce the original validated/ updated Enlistment Certificate and other original documents during 
sell/ issue of the Tender Documents for verification.

3. The prescribed non-transferable tender documents (Excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the period 
specified in (A) Above from the office of the Assistant Engineer, Education Department, Gangtok on production 
of requisite Bank Receipt/ challan duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim towards cost of Tender Documents 
(Non-refundable) under the receipt head 0202-01-101-03 other receipts. 

4. Earnest money @2.5% duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of T.D.R in favour of the Sr. 
Account Officer, (Works), Education Department, Gangtok, East Sikkim. Tender form shall be issued only to those 
contractors/firms who have obtained the Tender Documents.

5. The Tender Documents including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover with 
the name of the works superscribed on it. Supporting documents listed at S.I. No. 2A, B and C above should be 
enclosed with the offer.

6. Sealed Tender may be deposited in the Tender Box in the Office of the Assistant Engineer(East-II), Education 
Department, Gangtok East Sikkim, on the date and within the time indicated above. 

7. A Tender Opening Committee in the presence of the Tenderers will open Tender on the Date and Time indicated 
above.

8. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as acceptance of the General Directions and 
Conditions of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures and words and 
should be inclusive of Sales Tax and all other Taxes. Overwriting and corrections should be avoided and if it occurs 
it should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected.

9. In case of any Discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender 
documents, then the rate printed in the Schedule of Rates as per the approved estimate will be taken as correct. 
Decision of the Chief Engineer or the Secretary will be the final in this regard.

10. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change and the contractor shall execute the work as 
per the directives of the department. Claim of this account shall be as per the agreement rates and for any extra 
items which are not included in the Schedule of quantities at the time of tender, the rates of the SOR used in 
preparation of DPR i.e., the SOR of the year on which the tender is based shall be followed.

11. Quality control and testing of material shall be done by the contractors as when required to do so. The contactor 
shall engage Civil Engineer at project site during the period of execution of the work

12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his /her risk and cost. The department shall not 
be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourers at site. 

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should be commenced within the 15 days from the 
date of issue of Work Order.

14. The conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be part of the agreement to be entered with the 
contractor.

15. The contractors are required to register themselves under Rule 39 or 40(as the case may be) of Sikkim Value Added 
Tax Rule 2005 with Income and Commercial Tax Division of Finance Revenue & Expenditure Department and 
obtain the TIN number before the settlement of Bill or they must be register companies/firms registered under 
the companies act 1956 having valid PAN/TAN.

16. The recoveries of Taxes and Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per the rates applicable on the date of payment 
notified by the State Government from time to time. In no case, the claims of the contractor for deduction as per 
rates incorporated in the Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable. 

17. The Education Department does not accept subcontracting of the project work, however, if circumstances warrant 
such subcontracting, the contractors shall not sub-contract any part of the work without prior consent of the 
Education Department, Gangtok. Any such consent shall not relieve the contractor from any liability or obligation 
under the contract and he shall be responsible for the acts, defaults and neglects of any sub-contractor, his agents 
or workmen as fully as if they were acts, defaults or neglects of the contractor.

18. In case the man power are required to be imported from out of State or the neighboring Countries, it shall be the 
responsibilities of the contractor to get them registered through the Labour Department, Govt. of Sikkim as per 
the relevant Central and State Legislation.

19. Liquidated Damages: If the contractor fails to achieve the target or milestones fixed for the various activities (As 
per the work plan), the contractor shall pay liquidated damages to the Department at the rate the Chief Engineer/ 
competent authority finds suitable, which shall not be more than 5% of the contract value.

20. The contractor shall do photography/video photography of the site firstly before the start of the work, secondly 
mid-way in the execution of different stages of the work and lastly after the completion of the work but he/
she shall not disclose details of drawings furnished to him and works on which he is engaged without the prior 
approval of the Department/Engineer in writing. No separate payment will be made to the contractor on account 
of the photography/videography. The contractor shall not publish otherwise circulate without the approval of the 
Department which shall be treated as breach of contract.

21. The contractor shall confine all his activities inside the allocated project area. The allocated project area implies 
the identified quarry, identified debris disposal site and land acquired for the project.

22. All specification, dimension and geometries shall be verified by the contractor on the site and he shall be 
responsible for accuracy AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL DIMENSIONS AND LEVELS. Process quality control as well as 
End Product quality control both implies for achieving quality work at site.

23. No unauthorized persons shall be allowed on the site, the contractor shall instruct all such person to keep out and 
shall take steps to prevent tress pass.

24. In case of difference between other Clauses of the Agreement (and its sub-clauses) then additional conditions 
incorporated in the General Directions and Conditions of Contract shall supersede all other clauses.

25. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tender without assigning any reason thereof.
26. Expenditure involved for material testing viz., Cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of metals etc. at site 

or in laboratories shall be borne by the contractor. The contractor shall make necessary arrangements accordingly 
as and when instructed to do so.

27. It is expected for the tenderer to have reconnoitered/inspected the site before submitting his bid. There may be possible 
site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

28. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/Central Govt. and no 
claim will be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

29. The cost of Stock materials and equipment supplied by the Department will be deducted from contractor’s bill as per rules.
30. In case the tender date as included above is declared the Govt. Holiday, the process shall continue in the 

subsequent working days.
In case the quantum of works and specifications as prescribed in schedule of quantities or included in the work 
value at the time of tender deviates due to limitation of funds or otherwise this are subject to changes for which 
decision of the Head of the Department shall be final and conclusive.

31. In case of difference between other cases of the agreement (and its sub-clauses) then additional conditions 
incorporated in the General Direction and Condition of Contract shall supersede all other clauses.

32. The rate of the earnest money which a contractor should deposit before issue of tender form is 2.50% of the 
estimated cost put to tender, However, all enlisted women Contractors will be exempted from TDR for participation 
in any contract work up to an amount of Rs. 5.00 Crore. In case of such tender being accepted, the lowest bidder 
(Enlisted Women Contractor) has to deposit Earnest Money @2.50% of the estimated cost put to tender before 
the issue of work Order, Further, if the tenderer of the above-mentioned exempted category withdraws her tender 
within the validity period, then the government shall without prejudice to any right or remedy, be at the liberty to 
debar such tenderer for participation in any future tender for a period of 01(one) year.

33. Reference to notification no. 584/RNB/PWD/Secy Dated: 08/10/2018 the competitive bidding amongst all class 
IV contractors enlisted with the Sikkim public work department should be within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
concerned ward of the GPU/ULB where the work is to be executed.

34.  Reference to notification no. 66/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 08.01.2021 the tendering is to be conducted in the office 
of the undersigned.

   Sd/-
  Assistant Engineer (East-II)

            Education Department,
                                                   Gangtok, East Sikkim

R.O. No. 186/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22 
Dated 08.09.2021
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EtCETERA

Aries:
You know that thing that you’ve been avoiding the most? Get 
that out of the way first thing in the morning today. You’ll be so 
much more at ease once you do. As a result, your productiv-
ity will improve too. This is a wonderful time for rams who 
are working in the field of publishing, marketing, PR and en-
tertainment. Turn your attention to the inner world. Sit down 
with the creative forces and allow some of the best ideas to 
come through to you. Yes, you are a changemaker who is 
being called to plant the seeds for change in the collection 
consciousness.
Tip: Pay attention to the ideas that are coming through to 
you.
Taurus:
So what if you have been broken and bruised, Taurus? So 
what if you have failed many times before? Don’t make this 
failure a part of your narrative, especially when you have a 
parallel reality available to you. What the cards want you 
to do: fix your gaze on the given destination as you vow to 
move forward and onwards. You have mountains to move 
on this journey, and the time to start taking action is now.
Tip: Don’t let your failures define you.
Gemini:
Life is unpredictable and so are you, Gemini. When the op-
portunity to pack your bags and hop on to a plane arises, just 
say yes. A one-of-a-kind adventure is on the cards for you 

this week, beautiful. It’s a good idea to follow your instincts—
and to let your heart lead the way even when your head tries 
to interfere with the process. In doing so, you will find true 
liberation. PS: Some of you could be making space for a 
whirlwind romance too!
Tip: Say yes to life!
Cancer:
This is a time of hope and healing, Cancer. Of shedding old 
skin and becoming who you were all along. Nothing will lib-
erate you like embodying your truth, beautiful. Remember, 
there is no shift in the inner landscape that will not create a 
vibrational shift in the outside world. Pay attention to what 
the physical is mirroring back at you. Something tells us that 
balance and harmony is being restored in your interpersonal 
relationships too.
Tip: It’s time to embody your truth.
Leo:
The week ahead sees you reclaiming the reins of your life, 
Leo. You are actively working with the law of attraction and 
calling in one-of-a-kind opportunities in the realm of your 
career. Something tells us you’re about to have a ka-ching 
moment on the financial front too. What’s more, you’re enter-
ing a committed relationship with self-growth, bringing light 
to the dark parts and transmuting the shadows. Learning to 
embody your truth is a lifelong process, but who says you 
cannot begin now?

Tip: You’re calling in one-of-a-kind opportunities on the pro-
fessional front.
Virgo:
This phase of your life is about the hustle. You’re putting in 
your best efforts without being attached to a specific out-
come, which in turn is propelling your career in the right 
direction. Pay attention to the opportunities that are coming 
your way at this point or the projects you’re being called to 
invest in. The energy of the new moon is supporting growth 
and mindful expansion. Some of you may be thinking about 
growing your team as well. .
Tip: What are the projects that you’re being called to invest 
in now?
Libra:
It’s a work-hard-play-hard kind of week for you, Libra. You’re 
feeling motivated to put your best foot forward and say yes 
to the kind of opportunities that you didn’t feel confident about 
in the past. Trust that this shift in your vibration will make you 
a magnet for the good stuff. What’s more, your adventurous 
side is coming to the fore too. So, pay attention to what your 
inner compass is pointing towards. If and when the chance 
to visit an unknown destination comes knocking, say yes!
Tip: Here’s to a one-of-a-kind adventure!
Scorpio:
The thing is, we tend to wear our bruises like badges of hon-
our, Scorpio. We keep RSVPing to that pity party for one, 

and repeating the story of rejection and failure. But, what if 
the pain was meant to serve as a catalyst for growth and 
evolution? View your situation from a higher perspective, 
beautiful. In doing so, you will find the courage to march 
forward *and* realise that the Universe has been playing for 
your team all along.
Tip: It’s time to stop wearing those bruises like badges of 
honour.
Sagittarius:
Each thought, word and action is charged with energy, and 
this energy has the potential to create your reality as you 
go along. The real question is: what do you want to affirm 
today? Do you want to repeat the narrative of pain and re-
jection or focus on the parallel reality that is available to you 
in each moment? Remember, you are an alchemist, Sagit-
tarius, and the power to turn that pain into a sweet elixir has 
always been within you.
Tip: What are you affirming today?
Capricorn:
Love it or hate it, you can’t live without it. Yes, we’re talking 
about your complex relationship with social media, Cap-
ricorn. But, the good news is, you can engage as much 
as you want to, and share the kind of information that 
inspires change and plants the seeds for home. Yes, this 
also means having certain boundaries in place so you 
don’t indulge any more than you’re meant to. For those 

seeking love, a virtual romance may be on the cards. 
While the suitor’s got game, are they worth investing in? 
Only time will tell, beautiful.
Tip: You have the opportunity to inspire change with the 
kind of information you put out there.
Aquarius:
Birth, growth, degeneration, death, and decay—so goes the 
cycle of life. But is death really the end, or simply a portal to 
the new? The metamorphosis you are experiencing is a tes-
timony to the light that follows the darkest of night. So, take 
a moment to look back—at the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
They all helped transform you and make you the person you 
are today. 
Tip: Some cycles need to end, so you can free yourself from 
the old, beautiful.
Pisces:
The new moon cycle is bringing with itself hope, harmony 
and togetherness. Spending time with the soul family is 
going to be a big theme this week. We’re talking about the 
kind of people who make you feel nourished on a mind, 
body, and soul level. Things on the financial front may not 
be so great, though. The sudden increase in your profits that 
you’ve been manifesting are unlikely to fructify soon. Word 
for the wise: saving mode on.
Tip: You’re spending time with the kind of people who make 
you feel nourished on a mind, body, and soul level.
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Britney Spears’ father files to 
end court conservatorship

christian siriano kicks off new york fashion week in color

Olivia Munn is pregnant, expecting 
first baby with John Mulaney

NEW YORK (AP): With Katie 
Holmes and Lil’ Kim on his 
front row and singer Marina 
on the mic high above his 
runway, Christian Siriano 
helped kicked off New York 
Fashion Week’s first big pan-
demic round of in-person 
shows Tuesday with a flurry 
of neon and lace inspired in 
part by all the Italian women 
in his life.

From ornate Gotham 
Hall, beneath a stained glass 
skylight 70 feet up, Siriano’s 
commitment to size inclusiv-
ity was never stronger as he 
opened and closed the show 
with plus-size breakout 
model Precious Lee. She first 
walked in a stunning yellow 
trouser suit with wide loose 
pants and an asymmetrical 
jacket, a matching crossover 
bralette underneath.

His crowd pared down to 
300 from his usual 800 guests 
due to the pandemic, Siriano 
told The Associated Press he 
wanted to bring the glamour 
in today’s dark times. He har-
kened back in some looks to 
old photographs of his pater-
nal grandmother on vacation 
in Positano on Italy’s Amalfi 
Coast during the 1960s and 
’70s. He put vintage sun-
glasses on some of his mod-
els as they strutted in bright 
yellows, sunset oranges and 
emerald green gowns and 
dresses with huge ruffles for 
sleeves and bulbous skirts.

“Fashion Week is back. 
It’s such a good feeling. New 
York is feeling great,” Siriano 
said, with Kristin Chenoweth, 
Alicia Silverstone and muse 
Coco Rocha also on his front 
row. The pandemic, he said, 

has brought on bouts of 
nostalgia for many, includ-
ing himself. He recalled an 
apricot dress with polkadots 
among his grandmother’s 
favorites. “She’s still alive at 
101,” Siriano said. “I was just 
feeling that and it has the 
glamour that I love. I was sur-
rounded by women who got 
dressed every day. It was lip-
stick. It was hair and makeup 
every day.”

He wanted this spring-
summer collection to be 
“very strong and powerful,” 
but sexy, too.

There were looks in bare-
ly there black lace, tiny bra 
tops paired with trousers 
and full skirts, and body hug-
ging slinky dresses with cut 
outs from neck to calf. As Ma-
rina sang from a platform at 
the end of the runway, mod-

els of all sizes also walked 
in classic evening looks in 
black and white, including 
one-shoulder dresses with a 
single long sleeve and a slice 
of bared midriff. Other looks 
were adorned with vertical 
rows of feathers.

“I love that. I miss that,” 
he said of his touch of drama 
and old-world glam. “I think 
that’s what people miss 
about fashion, too. We have 
friends that are going to, like, 
a birthday party and they 
want a gown. It’s so inter-
esting to see what we were 
missing.”

Fashion, Siriano said, “is 
in a really hard place” at the 
moment.

“Business is really strug-
gling everywhere. It’s no-
where near what people used 
to shop.  

LOS ANGELES (AP): Britney Spears’ 
father filed Tuesday to end the court 
conservatorship that has controlled the 
singer’s life and money for 13 years.

James Spears filed his petition to ter-
minate the conservatorship in Los Ange-
les Superior Court.

“As Mr. Spears has said again and 
again, all he wants is what is best for 
his daughter,” the document says. “If Ms. 
Spears wants to terminate the conserva-
torship and believes that she can handle 
her own life, Mr. Spears believes that she 
should get that chance.”

Judge Brenda Penny, who 
oversees the case, will need to ap-
prove the move.

Britney Spears attorney Mat-
thew Rosengart said in an email 
the filing “represents another le-
gal victory for Britney Spears — a 
massive one — as well as vindica-
tion for Ms. Spears.”

James Spears had been the 
target of much of the anger sur-
rounding the conservatorship 
from both his daughter and the 
public.

A petition from Britney Spears’ 
attorney to remove him was to be 
heard at the next hearing in the 
case on Sept. 29.

James Spears said in a filing on 
Aug. 12 that he was planning to 
step down as the conservator of 
her finances, but offered no timetable. 
He gave up his control over her life de-
cisions in 2019, keeping only his role 
overseeing her money. He has repeat-
edly said there is no justification for his 
removal, and he has acted only in his 
daughter’s best interest.

The conservatorship was estab-
lished in 2008 when Britney Spears’ be-
gan to have very public mental struggles 
as media outlets obsessed over each 
moment, hordes of paparazzi aggres-
sively followed her everywhere, and she 
lost custody of her children.

Tuesday’s filing cites how Britney 
Spears’ “impassioned plea” to end the 
legal arrangement in a June 23 speech in 
court gave a jolt to those who wanted to 
see her freed from it, quoting from the 
transcript of that afternoon.

“I just want my life back,” Britney 
Spears said. “And it’s been 13 years and 
it’s enough. It’s been a long time since 

I’ve owned my money. And it’s my wish 
and my dream for all of this to end with-
out being tested.”

Tuesday’s filing notes that Spears 
said she did not know she could file a 
petition to end the conservatorship, 
which she has yet to do. It says that 
Penny’s decision to allow her to select 
Rosengart as her attorney demonstrates 
that the court trusts her with major 
choices. And it says evidence shows she 
has apparently “demonstrated a level of 
independence” by doing things like driv-

ing herself around Southern California.
It also cites her desire to make her 

own decisions on therapy and other 
medical care. Spears had said in her 
June 23 speech that she was being 
compelled under the conservatorship 
to take certain medications and to use 
an intrauterine device for birth control 
against her will.

James Spears called for a court in-
vestigation of these and other allega-
tions, saying they were issues that 
were beyond his control because he 
had stepped down as conservator of 
his daughter’s person, handing the role 
off to court-appointed professional Jodi 
Montgomery.

Rosengart said when he was hired 
in July that he intended to help end 
the conservatorship, and questioned 
whether it needed to be established in 
the first place, though he had not yet 
filed to terminate it. He said instead that 

his first priority was getting rid of James 
Spears, whom he challenged to resign 
on the spot in his first appearance be-
fore the court.

In his email responding to the re-
quest to terminate, Rosengart indicated 
that his tactics wouldn’t change.

“It appears that Mr. Spears believes 
he can try to avoid accountability and 
justice,” Rosengart said, “including sit-
ting for a sworn deposition and answer-
ing other discovery under oath, but as 
we assess his filing (which was inappro-

priately sent to the media before it was 
served on counsel) we will also continue 
to explore all options.” Spears gave the 
conservatorship’s initial existence cred-
it for keeping her career afloat, though 
she has now put her work entirely on 
hold for more than two years.

Fans objecting to her circumstances 
and seeing what they believed were 
pleas for help in the pop star’s Ins-
tagram posts began calling online to 
#FreeBritney, and began appearing 
outside her court hearings to protest. 
Famous names from Miley Cyrus to Brit-
ney Spears’ ex Justin Timberlake have 
joined the outcry in recent months, es-
pecially after Spears’ pair of passionate 
speeches to the court in June and July.

Penny, the judge with the ultimate 
power over the conservatorship, has not 
appeared inclined to end it before, but 
she has also never been presented with 
such a clear opportunity.

Olivia Munn and John Mulaney are taking 
a major step in their whirlwind relation-

ship: parenthood! Watch John tell Seth Mey-
ers his candid thoughts about the relation-
ship and expecting their first baby. Olivia 
Munn and John Mulaney are expecting! 

The actress is pregnant with the couple's 
first child, with John confirming the 
news during a visit to Late Night With 
Seth Meyers on Tuesday, Sept. 7.

"In the spring, I went to Los Angeles, 
and met and started to date a wonderful 
woman named Olivia—Olivia Munn," 
John told host Seth Meyers. "I'm going 
to be a dad. We're both really, really hap-
py." John began the interview by giving 
a rundown of his "challenging" past 12 
months, which included entering rehab 
in September 2020 amid a battle with 
addiction struggles. The star explained that 
in October, he left rehab and moved out of the 
home he shared with now-ex-wife Anna Marie 
Tendler but that shortly after hosting the Hal-
loween episode of Saturday Night Live, he re-
lapsed with cocaine and alcohol.

"Then I continued using drugs—you and 
some other friends staged an intervention, as 
you recall," John told Seth, explaining this led 
to a two-month rehab stint that ended in Feb-
ruary 2021. At this point in the conversation, 
the John Mulaney& the Sack Lunch Bunch star 

pointed out he initially met Olivia for the first 
time at Seth's September 2013 wedding to 
wife Alexi Ashe.

"It is a very lucky thing to have met this 
woman," John said of Olivia, calling the rela-
tionship "really beautiful." He added, "She's 
kind of held my hand through that hell, and 

we are having a baby together."
It's been a whirlwind road to parenthood 

for Olivia and her stand-up comedian beau, 
who were first rumored to be dating in May 
following John's split from his wife. 

A source told E! News at the time that Ol-
ivia and John's romance blossomed from a 
years-long friendship, but noted that things 
between the twosome were still "new and not 
at all rushed." After all, the SNL alum had just 
completed the two-month rehab stint and 
was dedicated to maintaining his health.  


