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P , J  28 (AFP): The 
longest “blood moon” 
eclipse this century daz-
zled skygazers across the 
globe, coinciding with 
Mars’ closest approach in 
15 years in a thrilling ce-
lestial spectacle.

As Earth’s constant 
companion slowly sailed 
across the skies, crowds 
gathered around the world 
yesterday to catch a glimpse 
of the rare phenomenon.

Beside Lake Magadi, 
100 kilometres south-
west of the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi, young members 
of the Maasai communi-
ty watched the eclipse 
through a high-powered 
telescope provided by a 
local couple.

“Until today I thought 
Mars, Jupiter and the other 
planets were in the imagi-

nation of scientists,” Purity 
Sailepo, 16, told AFP.

“But now I’ve seen it I 
can believe it and I want 
to be an astronomer to tell 
other people.” Unlike with 

a solar eclipse, viewers 
did not need protective 
eye gear to observe the 
rare display.

For about half the 
world, the moon was 

partly or fully in Earth’s 
shadow from 1714 to 
2328 GMT -- six hours and 
14 minutes in all.

The period of com-
plete eclipse -- known as 

“totality”, when the moon 
appears darkest -- lasted 
from 1930 to 2113 GMT.

At the same time, Mars 
hovered near the moon in 
the night sky, easily visi-
ble to the naked eye.

Amateur astronomers 
in the southern hemi-
sphere were best-placed 
to witness the rare sight, 
especially in southern Af-
rica, Australia, and Mada-
gascar, though it was also 
visible in Europe, South 
Asia and South America.

More than 2,000 peo-
ple including many chil-
dren armed with binocu-
lars gathered in the Tuni-
sian capital of Tunis.

“I hope this eclipse 
will bring us happiness 
and peace,” said Karima, 
46, without taking her 
eyes off the sky.

However, bad weath-
er thwarted the cosmic 
display in several parts of 
the world.

Widespread mon-
soon rainstorms and thick 
clouds hid the moon across 
much of India and its 
neighbours, which should 
have had a prime view.

“It’s disappointing,” 
Tish Adams, 67, told AFP. 
“I took a few photos but 
there was nothing but a 
streak of pink in the sky.” 

Those gathered in 
Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro 
had more luck, snap-
ping the red moon in the 
clear night sky with their 
phones and cameras.

Mars appeared un-
usually large and bright, a 
mere 57.7 million kilome-
tres (35.9 million miles) 
from Earth on its elliptical 

orbit around the sun.
A total lunar eclipse 

happens when Earth 
takes position in a straight 
line between the moon 
and sun, blotting out the 
direct sunlight that nor-
mally makes our satellite 
glow whitish-yellow.

The moon travels to 
a similar position every 
month, but the tilt of its 
orbit means it normally 
passes above or below the 
Earth’s shadow -- so most 
months we have a full 
moon without an eclipse.

When the three celestial 
bodies are perfectly lined 
up, however, the Earth’s 
atmosphere scatters blue 
light from the sun while re-
fracting or bending red light 
onto the moon, usually giv-
ing it a rosy blush.

‘Blood moon’ dazzles skygazers in century’s longest eclipse

465 dead in 5 
states due to 
rains, loods 
during monsoon
N  D , J  28 (PTI): 
As many as 465 people 
have lost their lives due 
to loods and rains in ive 
states during the current 
monsoon season so far. 

According to the Home 
Ministry’s National Emer-
gency Response Centre 
(NERC), 138 people have 
died in Maharashtra, 125 
in Kerala, 116 in West 
Bengal, 52 in Gujarat and 
34 in Assam due to the 
loods and rains. 

The deluges and rains 
have hit 26 districts in Ma-
harashtra, 22 in West Ben-
gal, 21 in Assam, 14 in Ker-
ala and 10 in Gujarat so far. 

In Assam, 10.17 lakh 
people borne the brunt of 
rains and loods, of which 
2.17 lakh were living in 
relief camps. 

Twelve teams of the 
National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) 
were engaged in rescue 
and relief operations in 
Assam, the NERC said. 

A team of the NDRF 
comprises 45 personnel. 

A total of 1.61 lakh 
people were affected by 
rains and loods in West 
Bengal where eight NDRF 
teams were deployed. 

In Gujarat, 15,912 peo-
ple were evacuated to safer 
locations after they were 
hit by loods and rains. 11 
NDRF teams were posi-
tioned in the state. 

In Kerala, the lood 
impacted 1.43 lakh peo-
ple. The state registered 
125 deaths due to heavy 
rains, while nine people 
are missing. 

Four NDRF teams 
were deployed for rescue 
and relief operations in 
the southern state, while 
three were stationed in 
Maharashtra, which was 
battered by heavy rains.

J , 28 J  
[IPR]: Speaker KN Rai, 
today inaugurated the 
commencement of cours-
es at Sikkim’s irst en-
gineering college under 
the state government, 
Sikkim Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology 
[SIST], at the premises of 
Centre for Computers & 
Communication Technol-
ogy [CCCT] in Chisopani, 
South Sikkim.

Present for the inau-
gural event were Minister 
of Human Resource De-
velopment Department, 
RB Subba, Additional 
Chief Secretary, HRDD, GP 
Upadhyaya, Special Secre-

tary, Higher & Technical 
Education, DK Pradhan, 
CCCT and SIST Principal, 
Pravin Pradhan, Sub Di-
visional Magistrate, Jore-

thang, Tshering Bhutia, 
Block Development Of-
icer, Jorethang, Prem K 

Rai, along with South dis-
trict HRDD of icials, Pan-

chayat members, heads 
of schools and students of 
CCCT and SIST, Chisopani.

Speaker, SLA, Mr Rai, 
extended warm greet-

ings to the newly induct-
ed students and the ad-
ministration of SIST on 
the opening of the irst 
ever state government 
engineering college. The 
overall development of 
the country largely de-
pends on technological 
advancement and techni-
cal education in the State 
has a big role to play in 
this regard, he added.

“Education sector of 
Sikkim has risen phe-
nomenally in the last few 
years under the State 
Government and lead-
ership of Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling. With 
more than 1500 govern-

ment schools, 471 private 
schools and 12 colleges 
that impart good profes-
sional education, Sikkim 
is witnessing an impos-
ing advancement in all 
spheres,” said Mr Rai.

He also called for col-
lective coordination and 
cooperation between 
the locals of Chisopani 
and the administration 
of SIST for sustainability 
of the educational insti-
tute that will bring about 
further development in 
the region. He also urged 
students to realize the 
possibilities at all educa-
tional levels and incorpo-
rate hard work, dedica-

tion and sacri ice in their 
lifestyle to attain success 
in their lives.

Minister for HRDD, 
Mr Subba, also addressed 
the gathering wherein he 
conveyed his best to the 
students and parents. 
Showing keenness and 
optimism that the college 
will churn out successful 
computer and civil engi-
neers in the future, the 
Minister imparted key 
ingredients of an ideal 
education system.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, HRDD, Mr Upad-
hyaya, presented a brief 
report on the establish-

Sikkim’s irst State Govt engineering college, 
SIST, inaugurated at Chisopani

Secy level 
transfers 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

The State Government 
reshuf led its top bu-

reaucrats today and has 
transferred senior most 
Secretary of Sikkim Gov-
ernment, Arvind Kumar, 
from the post of Princi-
pal Secretary, Commerce 
& Industries Department 
to Executive Chairper-
son, Teesta Urja Limited, 
New Delhi.

He is replaced by Dr 
Thomas Chandy who was 
holding the post of Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator 
of Forest.

The State Govern-
ment has appointed 
Additional Chief Con-
servator of Forest, ML 
Shrivastava, as the new 
Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forest.

Similarly, Principal 
Secretary of Depart-
ment of Information & 
Public Relation with ad-
ditional charges as PS of 
Development & Coordi-
nation, Sikkim House, 
New Delhi, Bhagwan 
Shankar, is relinquished 
from the charge of Prin-
cipal Secretary, Depart-
ment of IPR.

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 28 J :

Hepatitis Coalition of 
Sikkim [HepCos] has 

expressed its deep dis-
appointment with the 
State Health Department 
leadership and lack of 
political will to address 
the issue of Viral Hep-
atitis in the State. The 
organisation has further 
expressed that the de-
partment has failed to 
provide lifesaving drugs 
to cure and prevent Viral 
Hepatitis till date despite 
advocating the issue to 
the department for al-
most three years now.

This was expressed 
by HepCos members 
during a sensitization 
programme-cum-press 
conference on the occa-
sion of World Hepatitis 
Day 2018 here today. 
The programme was ad-
dressed by coordinator, 
Prashant Sharma, con-
vener, Tsewang Sherpa, 
member, Mahendra Ta-
mang, focal person [Vi-
ral Hepatitis], Suren Rai, 
and focal person [TB], 
Rinzing Bhutia.

HepCos was founded 
in August 2015 and is the 

only state-level organisa-
tion in Sikkim which rep-
resents the people living 
with Viral Hepatitis, HIV, 
TB and people who use 
drugs across the State.

It is informed that 
HepCos was envisioned 
as the state level coali-
tion that will liaison with 
the government on the 
treatment, diagnostics 
and other basic health 
services to the vulnera-
ble community and the 
general population.

Mr Sharma said that 
in spite of repeated pleas 
for the urgent need to 
provide services to test 
and treat hepatitis C in 
the State since 2015, the 
State Health Department 
continues to ignore the 
appeal by HepCos.

While explaining 
about the Hepatitis vi-
rus, he stated that the 
government should start 
free test and treatment 
for Hepatitis in the State 
and should negotiate 
with the pharma compa-
nies at its level. He stated 
that people have been dy-
ing of Hepatitis virus and 
more are getting infected 
due to lack of informa-

tion and awareness on it. 
He added that after los-
ing hope of getting heard 
by the department, Hep-
Cos has decided to take 
this serious issue directly 
to the Chief Minister.

“As part of its advo-
cacy for access to the 
Treatment Drugs in 
March 2016, an RTI was 
iled seeking informa-

tion on Hepatitis C prev-
alence rate and test and 
treatment programme in 
Sikkim. In response, the 
Health Department stat-
ed that Hepatitis C is not 
a major health concern 
which clearly speaks vol-
umes about the laid back 
attitude of the depart-
ment,” they mentioned.

Following the same, 
HepCos started collect-
ing data in and around 
Gangtok through Hepa-
titis C treatment literacy 
programme and in the 
process 225 individuals 
were tested where 25 
[10.39%] were found 
positive. It is added that 
the data shows that there 
was a high number of 
people living with Hep-
atitis C Virus in Sikkim 

HepCos dismayed at State’s failure 
to take Viral Hepatitis seriously
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

The public of West Sik-
kim today marched 

from 10th Mile to the main 
Bazaar area in Gyalshing 
demanding provision of 
adequate health facilities 
and other infrastructure 
and manpower, includ-
ing medical of icers, at 
the District Hospital here 
at par with hospitals of 
Gangtok and Namchi.

Under the banner 
of Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum, the march 
was initiated to bring the 
public cause into public 

domain. These issues, it 
is informed, were also 
submitted in a demand 
tabled with the Chief 
Minister in February ear-
lier this year. The Chief 
Minister, participants of 
the rally today said, had 
assured to provide ade-
quate health infrastruc-
ture, manpower and ad-
equate medicines.

Despite the assurances 
from the highest level of 
the Government, the de-
mands remain unmet thus 
far, it was contended today.

SPYF, while address-
ing the gathering at 

Gyalshing, that despite 
the Ministry of Health 
guidelines for District 
Hospitals laid-out in 
2012 even the minimum 
basic facilities were not 
provided to the Gyalsh-
ing District Hospital.

The Forum alleged 
that even medicines listed 
in the government’s free 
distribution list, including 
vaccines, were not avail-
able in the hospital.

In response to the 
public march, Commi-
sisoner-cum-Secretary, 
Health Department, 

SPYF rally protests poor facilities 
at Gyalshing District Hospital

turn to pg02

Blood and 
organ donation 
awareness 
at Namchi
Gangtok, 28 Jul:
A daylong awareness pro-
gramme on Blood and 
Organ Donation was held 
at District Institute of Ed-
ucation and Training at 
Namchi. The program was 
attended by Dr. R. Sinha, 
students and staff of DIET. 

A press release in-
forms that coordinator 
from Voluntary Blood Do-
nors Association of Sik-
kim, Kul Prasad Chettri, 
was the resource person 
for the programme who 
motivated students to 
donate blood. He was as-
sisted by Anita Rai and 
Naresh Subba. The DIET 
Principal thanked NDTN 
for organising the pro-
gramme.
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

Agriculture Engi-
neering Cell of the 

Food Security & Agri-
culture Development 
Department organized a 
demonstration and dis-
tribution programme on 
farm machineries under 
Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan at 
Gyalshing Sub-Division 
in West Sikkim today to 
assist farmers in improv-
ing farming techniques 
and raise their income, a 
press release informs.

The programme 
was attended by Of i-

cer-In-Charge, Jintu Das, 
Superintendent Engi-
neer, Jeewan Chettri, Se-
nior Scientist, TN Bhutia, 
Assistant Engineer, Vil-
lage Level Worker and 
Field Assistants.

Around 110 farm-
ers were trained on the 
use of the machines fol-
lowed by distribution of 
160 farm machines and 
equipment to the partici-
pants covering the villag-
es of Omchung, Lingchom 
Darap, Yangthang, Hee, 
Sangkhu, Bermiok, Mar-
tam and Radhu-Khandu.

Farm machinery 
distributed in West 
Sikkim under Krishi 

Kalyan Abhiyan

SANDEEP PRASAD
G , 28 J :

All Sikkim Govern-
ment Employees 

Association [ASGEA] 
for Group C&D has con-
demned the announce-
ment of a meeting called 
by a group led by ASGEA 
member, Sangay Zangpo.

“A group of members 
from the association led 
by Mr Zangpo has called 
a separate meeting with-
out the permission of the 
legally constituted execu-
tive committee of ASGEA 
for Group C&D. Mr Zang-

po has further made a 
fake claim that Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling will be attending 
the meet scheduled to be 
held on 29 Jul,” alleged 
ASGEA general secretary, 
SB Gurung.

He has further ap-
pealed to all members 
to avoid being misled 
by Mr Zangpo and urged 
them not to attend the 
said meet.

“We have already 
submitted our demands 
and recommendations 
to the CM. If the group 
led by Mr Zangpo feels 

that we are not doing our 
job properly then they 
should share their issues 
with the executive com-
mittee. We are ready to 
conduct fresh election,” 
added Mr Gurung.

He also informed that 
Mr Zangpo has asked fee 
of Rs 500 from the em-
ployees attending the 
event which is in viola-
tion of the association’s 
constitution.

He further accused 
Mr Zangpo of threaten-
ing him to resign from his 
post as general secretary 
of the association.

ASGEA accuses member of calling unauthorized meeting

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 28 J :

District Collector 
[North], Karma R 

Bonpo, accompanied by 
Superintendent of Police 
[North], KD Sangdar-
pa, and Sub Divisional 
Magistrate, PW Lepcha, 
conducted coordination 
meeting with depart-
mental of icers today at 
the conference hall of 
Mangan District Admin-
istrative Centre in North 
Sikkim with regard to 
preparations for the up-
coming 72nd Indepen-
dence Day celebration.

The SDM briefed on 
last year’s I-Day celebra-
tion expenditure details 
while placing plans for the 
celebration for this year.

The SP [North], in his 

address, stated that the 
Police Department will 
directly coordinate and 
guide lag hoisting and 
march-past programmes 
of various schools of the 
district. He further urged 
the Human Resource De-
velopment Department 
to keep all the schools 
informed about the stan-
dard size of the national 
lag to be used for I-Day.

The DM [North] di-
rected the North District 
Football Association 
[NDFA] to clean up the 
Mangan public ground 
at the earliest. He also 
informed that rehearsals 
for march-past and other 
events for I-Day at Man-
gan public ground will be 
held from 06-13 Aug.

Co-ordination meet held 
for I-Day in Mangan

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

Mr Sikkim 2018 will 
be holding its audi-

tions soon as announced 
today by the organisers 
of the competition. GBT 
Entertainment is pre-
senting the programme 
in collaboration with Sik-
kim Chronicle and The 
Accelerator.

The team informed 
that the competition is 
a irst of its kind here as 
it’s a manhunt to groom 
models and will offer 
grooming sessions for 
the contestants.

Bikash Rai, Girmey 
Ongyal Sherpa and Tenzing 
Dadul are the three found-
ers of GBT Entertainment.

“Mr Sikkim competi-
tions in the State have al-

ways been based on body 
building. This is the irst 

manhunt modelling com-
petition to be held here,” 
the team highlighted.

Collaborating with 
Sikkim Chronicle and The 
Accelerator, the organ-

isers have expressed hope 
to provide a platform to 
boys who often complain 
about lack of such plat-
forms in the State.

With grooming and 
personality development 
sessions including various 
competitions, Mr Sikkim 
promises to be a compe-
tition that focuses not just 
on the physical aspect but 
also holistic all round de-
velopment of personality.

One of the co-orga-
nizers, Nirmal Mangar, 
stated that he hopes for 
active participation from 
youngsters in the event.

The organisers in-
formed that they satis-
ied with the response 

received so far with 
many boys taking avid 
interest in the contest.

“They are very enthu-
siastic in what they have 
been informed so far. We 
hope to nurture and help 
them reach their fullest 
potential,” stated Girmey 
Ongyal Sherpa.

Further details of the 
event will be shared at a 
press conference sched-
uled to be held on 07 Aug 
in the capital, it is informed.

Another co-organ-
iser, Pragya Sathapathy, 
said that online forms 
are available for submis-
sion till 17 Aug and can 
be downloaded from the 
of icial Facebook page of 
Mr Sikkim.

The criteria for the 
contestant include being 
a resident or student in 
Sikkim with height of 
5’4” and above.

Auditions for Sikkim’s irst manhunt, 
Mr Sikkim 2018, to commence soon

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

Administrative Train-
ing Institute, under 

DoPART, has conducted 
three-day training for 
heads of schools under 
South district from 26-
28 Jul at Administrative 
Training Institute in 
Gangtok, a press release 
informs.

The objective of the 
training was to sensitize 
and update the heads of 
institutions on various 
service rules and of ice 
procedures. The training 
dealt with Sikkim Gov-
ernment Service Rules, 
Sikkim Financial Service 

Rules, Public Financial 
Management System, 
GPF/GIS/CPF and over-
view of accounting in the 
administrative proce-
dures.

The programme 
which was sponsored 
by Human Resource De-
velopment Department, 
South Sikkim, was at-
tended by 27 heads of 
various institutions from 
South district.

The trainees organ-
ised a valedictory func-
tion today in the pres-
ence of ATI Director and 
senior faculty, SK Mishra, 
wherein the resource 
persons were felicitated.

DoPART conducts training 
for school heads 

of South dist

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

The College of Agricul-
tural Engineering & 

Post Harvest Technology 
[CAEPHT], Ranipool, con-
ducted a daylong training 
on ef icient utilization of 
draught animals with 
matching agricultural 
equipment on 27 July at 
Rabdang in East Sikkim. 
74 farmers were famil-
iarized with improved 
animal drawn equipment 
during the programme, a 
press release informs.

Assistant Professor 
& Principal Investigator 
[PI], CAEPHT, SK Chau-
han, briefed the farmers 
on the CAEPHT’s engage-
ments in the villages of 

Sikkim for animal-based 
farming system on ter-

races for major crops.
The highlight of the 

training included display 
and demonstration of 

animal drawn improved 
wedge plough, improved 
peg type puddler, bio- 
fertilizer applicator cum 
maize planter,  improved 
single and two-row multi 
crop zero-till planter.

One improved an-
imal drawn wedge 
plough was purchased 
by a resident of Rab-
dang, Pasang Sherpa.

An interactive ses-
sion was also conducted 
during the programme 
during which CAEPHT 
offered one small hand 
tool [tubular hand maize 
sheller] to the farmers to 
experience the perfor-
mance of the tools and 
provide feedback for fur-
ther re inement if any.

CAEPHT training on ef icient utilization of draught animals

and most were not aware 
of Hepatitis C Virus.

It is informed that the 
forum submitted a letter 
to Lok Sabha MP, PD Rai, 
Health Minister, AK Gha-
tani, and DG-cum-Sec-
retary of Health Depart-
ment, Dr K Bhandari, in 
Jun 2016 demanding free 
Hepatitis test and treat-
ment in Sikkim as Hepati-
tis C test and treatment is 
very expensive and most 
people living with Hepa-
titis could not afford the 
test and treatment.

In response, it is in-
formed, Dr Bhandari 
assured that test and 
treatment will roll out 
for the people living with 
Hepatitis C and follow-
ing the same, a consul-
tation and recommenda-
tion letter addressed to 
DG-cum-Secretary was 
submitted on 08 March 
2016 urging the depart-
ment to include Hepatitis 
C test and treatment fa-
cility in the State health 
scheme. 

In the meantime, ive 
persons have died from 
Hepatitis C including 
three bread earners of 
the family, the HepCos 
members added.

They again ap-
proached Dr Bhandari 
who then directed the 
head of Gastroenterology 
Department, Dr Suresh 
M Rasaily, to make a pro-
posal on Hepatitis C test 
and treatment but the 
issue has remained unre-
solved since then.

It is informed that 
the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare has 
announced today the 
National Action Plan to 
eliminate Viral Hepatitis 
by 2030 and programme 
will be implemented in a 
phase-wise manner.

HepCos dismayed 
at State’s 
failure to take 
Viral Hepatitis 
seriously
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

Senior Advocate Naren-
dra Rai has been elect-

ed as the new president 
of Bar Association of Sik-
kim following a closely 
contested election held 
today at District & Ses-
sions Court premises at 
Gangtok defeating his 
rival Dr. Doma T Bhutia. 
The new executive mem-
bers will serve a term of 
another two years.

The post of presi-
dent was lying vacant 
after Justice Bhaskar Raj 
Pradhan was elevated to 
the Judge of Sikkim High 
Court last year, and also 
the term of the executive 

committee was coming 
to an end.

Advocate Tashi Rap-

den Barfungpa was elect-
ed unopposed to the post 
of general secretary Bar 

Association of Sikkim. 
Other executive mem-
bers are Tashi Norbu 

Basi as vice president, 
Biren Pradhan as assis-
tant general secretary-I, 
Sabina Chettri as assis-
tant general secretary-II, 
Karma Thinlay Gyatso as 
treasurer, Pema Ongchuk 
Bhutia as library secre-
tary, Girmey Bhutia as 
assistant treasurer, Tashi 
Wangdi Bhutia, Man-
ish Kumar Jain, Libron 
Wangchuk Rongkup, 
Navtara Sarda and Binu 
Rai as executive mem-
bers of the Bar. 

The elected was con-
ducted by Election Com-
missioners, Yanchen 
Gyatso and Rikash Ghal-
ley as per the memoran-
dum of the Bar.

Bar Association of Sikkim elects new body
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Gangtok on 
Sunday, 
29 July

Temp: 25°C/18°C
Forecast: A couple 
of morning thun-
dershowers, then a 
thundershower in 
parts of the area.
Sunrise: 04:56 AM
Sunset: 6:28 PM
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES 
& FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT. OF SIKKIM

DAUGHTER IS PRECIOUS, PROTECT 
HER FUTURE WITH H.P.V VACCINE

Age Group :  9 to 14 Years.
Date :  30th July to 14th August 

2018.
Venue : All Government and 

Public Schools, STNM 
Hospital (UPHC), District 
Hospitals, Primary 
Health Centre.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

The Sikkim State 
Branch of Indian 

Medical Association 
(IMA) conducted a pro-
test gathering today in 
the two biggest hospitals 
of Sikkim, STNM and CRH 
against the proposition 
of the National Medical 
Commission Bill (NMC) 
in the Lok Sabha, a press 
release informs.  

The day has been 
dubbed as “Dhikkar Di-
was” by IMA and else-
where in the country 
there is a 12-hour protest 
strike against the same. 
However, keeping in 
mind the inconveniences 
likely to be faced by the 
public and patients the 
IMA Sikkim Branch did 

not resort to a strike but 
rather a peaceful resent-
ment display of placards 
and distribution of black 
badges to the doctors on 
duty. They also signed a 
memorandum showing 
their resentment and op-
position to the NMC Bill 
which is slated to be pro-
posed in the Parliament 

The National Medical 
Commission Bill along 
with the amendments 
thereto proposed by the 
Government of India 
and moved before the 
Lok Sabha has a draconi-
an character which will 
cause irreparable damage 
to the interests of all the 
stakeholders and would 
reduce the regulatory 
mechanism to a puppet.  

The IMA feels that 

if efforts are not un-
dertaken with sincerity 
and want to compel the 
Government of India to 
desist from clearing the 
said disastrous bill for 
posterity will always 
blame us for not initiat-
ing timely intervention, 
the release mentions. 

“It is for the protection 
of legitimate interests of 
all stake holders that we 
call upon your good self 
to save the country from 
this cruel initiative that 
will cripple the entire 
healthcare delivery sys-
tem and ruin the modern 
medicine graduates and 
postgraduates and dilute 
the entire medical pro-
fession as a whole,” the 
release states.  

Sikkim IMA branch protests National 
Medical Commission Bill

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 28 J :

The eighth batch of the 
ongoing Kailash Man-

sarovar Yatra 2018 via 
Nathula left for their irst 
acclimatization point 
from Gangtok on 27 July, 
yesterday.

A special brie ing pro-
gramme was organised 
by Sikkim Tourism De-
velopment Corporation 
[STDC] at a local hotel 
here in the capital before 
their dispatch wherein 
STDC and ITBP of icials 
provided them with nec-
essary information re-
quired during the yatra.

Senior Manager, 
STDC, Tejpal Pradhan, in-
formed the yatris about 
the do’s and don’ts of the 
yatra while security-re-
lated issues and informa-
tion were delved upon by 
ITBP of icials.

The 8th batch of the 

KMY 2018 via Nathula 
includes 41 yatris and 
two Liaison Of icer. They 
have been dispatched for 
their irst acclimatiza-
tion point located at 15th 
Mile and 17th Mile. The 
batch will cross the inter-
national border and will 
enter the Tibetan Auton-
omous Region [TAR] on 
31 Jul, it is informed.

It may be mentioned 
here, the 5th KMY via 
Nathula batch has al-
ready completed the 
pilgrimage and have re-
turned to their respec-
tive home States. The 
6th and 7th batch will be 
completing their pilgrim-
age and arriving at Gang-
tok soon.

It is further informed 
that the 9th batch of KMY 
via Nathula is completing 
its of icial formalities in 
Delhi and will be arriving 
in Gangtok next week.

Eighth batch 
proceeds on Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra

This is what gives the 
phenomenon the name 
“blood moon”, though 
Mark Bailey of the Arma-
gh Observatory in North-
ern Ireland said the co-
lour can vary greatly.

It depends partly on 
“how cloudy or transparent 
those parts of the Earth’s 
atmosphere are which en-
able sunlight to reach the 
moon”, he told AFP.

“During a very dark 
eclipse the moon may be 
almost invisible.” The long 
duration of this eclipse 
is partly due to the fact 
that the moon will make 
a near-central passage 
through Earth’s umbra -- 
the darkest, most central 
part of the shadow.

The moon was also at 
the farthest point on its 
orbit from Earth, making 
its movement across the 
sky slower from our per-
spective, thus spending 
longer in the dark.

NASA, meanwhile, 
called out social media 
hoaxers claiming that Mars 
would appear as big as the 
moon during the eclipse.

“If that were true, we’d 
be in big trouble given the 
gravitational pulls on Earth, 
Mars, and our moon!” the 
NASA website stated.

Mars instead appeared 
as a very bright star.

“In the middle of a lunar 
eclipse it can look as if a red 
planet has taken up resi-
dence near the Earth -- they 
are both eerie and beauti-
ful,” said Robert Massey of 
the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety in London.

‘Blood moon’ 
dazzles 
skygazers 
in century’s 
longest eclipse
contd from pg01

ment of SIST wherein he 
mentioned that the col-
lege was established un-
der Rashtriya Uchchatar 
Shiksha Abhiyan [RUSA], 
a project of Ministry of 
HRD, Government of In-
dia on 01 Dec 2015 and 
is a technical establish-
ment approved by the All 
India Council for Techni-
cal Education [AICTE]. 
He also spoke about the 
quest of the institute to 
generate competent hu-
man resource and the 
idea of reinforcing stim-
ulus to achieve desirable 
results from the students 
studying under SIST.

At the onset of the 
programme, the SLA 
Speaker along with dig-
nitaries present visited 
the various facilities at 
the SIST campus and in-
teracted with the newly 
enrolled students of the 
engineering college.

Sikkim’s irst 
State Govt 
engineering 
college,  SIST, 
inaugurated 
at Chisopani
contd from pg01

G , 28 J  [IPR]: 
A weeklong residential 
programme on Gov-
ernment’s policy and 
schemes for the welfare 
of the Scheduled Caste 
community organized 
by Biswakarma [Kami] 
Kalyan Samity held at 
Paljor Stadium conclud-
ed today. The valedictory 
function was attended by 
Minister for Health Care, 
Human Services & Family 
Welfare and Information 
& Public Relations and 
Printings Departments, 
Arjun Kumar Ghatani.

Forty-six students 
from various schools 
participated in the pro-
gramme wherein they 
were enlightened on var-
ious schemes including 
Chief Minister’s Start-up 
Scheme, Chief Minister’s 
Meritorious Scholarship 
Schemes, Dr BR Ambed-
kar Scholarship, Atroci-
ties Act against SC com-
munity, Green Mission, 
Organic Farming, Poli-
cies and Schemes under 
Social Justice, Empow-
erment Welfare Depart-
ment, Health and Tour-
ism Departments.

Subjects like Art of 

Living, lifestyle with re-
ligion, power of mental 
health, self realisation, 
time management, per-
sonality development, 
Hindu culture and tra-
dition, values of games 
and sports, planning and 
management of daily ac-
tivities were also includ-
ed in the training session.

Mr Ghatani, in his ad-
dress, congratulated BKKS 
for organizing the pro-
gramme aimed at inform-
ing and educating the en-
tire SC community about 

policies and schemes 
implemented by the State 
Government under the 
leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling.

He also underlined 
various schemes includ-
ing Dr BR Ambedkar 
Scholarship Scheme and 
provision of free educa-
tion up to college level.

“The newly initiated 
educational policy of the 
State Government is in-
valuable for uplifting peo-
ple from SC community 
and all other underprivi-

leged families,” he added.
He also mentioned 

about notable achieve-
ments made by some of 
the exemplary products 
of government schools 
and enlightened students 
on possibilities to em-
brace ambitious dreams 
through existing academ-
ic standards of Govern-
ment schools in Sikkim.

The Minister also in-
formed about infrastruc-
tural development carried 
out by the State Govern-
ment for the SC commu-

nity like the ongoing con-
struction of SC Bhawan, SC 
Research Centre, etc.

Later, he handed over 
certi icates to the partic-
ipants of the residential 
programme.

During the week-
long programme, train-
ees participated in Yoga 
sessions organized ev-
ery morning under the 
banner of Nava Chetna 
Siveer. Plantation and 
cleanliness drive were 
also organized at the sta-
dium premises.

Residential programme on Govt schemes 
for SC community concludes

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 J :

The 72nd Indepen-
dence Day Celebra-

tion Committee of Rang-
po, East Sikkim will be 
organising a 17-day open 
football tournament at 
Rangpo Bazaar play-
ground with the partic-
ipation of 24 local and 
national teams.

The tourney will be 
inaugurated by Tourism 
Minister, Ugen T Gyatso, on 
30 Jul. the inaugural match 
is scheduled to be held 
between 11GR, Lucknow 
and North Bengal Police, a 
press release informs.

Other participating 
teams are Biswadeep 
Club [Rangpo Majhiga-
on], APEX Kalimpong, 
Sikkim Police, Kalim-
pong Sporting Club, 
Renzong Football Club, 

Rising XI, Sinolchu Nam-
chi, Emporium FC, Hi-
malayan Sporting Club 
[Darjeeling], Ghoom Jor-
bangla, ASC Banglore, 
Truck Driver Associa-
tion [Rangpo], Morning 
Star [Matigara], Sevoke 
FC, Pendam FC, Sher FC 
[Kalimpong],Temi FC, 
8TH Assam Regiment, 
Himalayan FC [Gangtok], 
Rongbull FC [Kurseong], 
United Brothers [Kalim-
pong] and Jaiswal Broth-
ers [Rangpo].

The winner and run-
ner up of the tourney will 
be awarded with cash 
prizes of Rs 1.5 lakh and 
Rs 1 lakh respectively 
along with trophies. The 
prizes are being spon-
sored by Sikkim Distill-
eries Limited, Rangpo and 
Alkem Limited, Kumrek.

Rangpo I-Day Open 
Football Tournament 
to kick off on 30 Jul

visit us at
www.summi-
ttimes.com

Vishal Chauhan, in-
formed SummitTimes 
that the Department has 
posted 14 specialists to 
Gyalshing District Hos-
pital and all the X-Ray, 
USB machines and other 
related equipment are 
functional and have ade-
quate staff.

He said that under 
NRHM, the department 
has proposed Rs 50 lakh 
to strengthen the District 
Hospital including the 
establishment of labora-
tories and have sent ade-
quate medical staff to the 
district hospitals.

He admitted that only 
two Radiologists are avail-
able in the State Govern-

ment and some doctors 
are pursuing their Mas-
ter’s degrees as required 
by the State Government 
at Sikkim Manipal Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
and RIMS at Manipur. 

The State Government 
is serious about providing 
adequate facilities to all 
district hospitals, PHCs 
and CHCs level adding 
that recently 34 Doctors 
were appointed to ill 
posts lying vacant in rural 
and district hospitals.

Mr Chauhan further 
said that the State Gov-
ernment is recruiting 260 
staff nurses and will com-
plete the process shortly 
to ful ill the remaining 
shortfall of manpower in 

district as well as Gangtok 
State Referral Hospital.

Spokesperson of the 
Forum, Prabin Sharma, 
told the media that the 
public march was to reg-
ister public anger against 
the negligence of the State 
Government and to raise 
a genuine public demand.

“Public gathered here 
are just to remind the 
Government to ful ill its 
promise in larger public 
interest and we stand by 
what we are demanding,” 
one of the members, Bha-
nu Sharma, said adding 
that the Forum has been 
raising issue since 2016.

“If Namchi District 
Hospital has adequate 
medical facilities includ-

ing a blood bank and 
proper lab and manpow-
er then why is Gyalshing 
Hospital deprived of the 
same facilities,” Mr Shar-
ma questioned.

Another member, 
Nim Sang Limboo, added, 
“Poor people from the 
district are not getting 
adequate medical facil-
ities. They are forced to 
go the private praction-
ers. We demand basic 
facilities of ultra-sound 
and X-Rays and medical 
tests have to be done in 
Government hospital so 
that poor people are not 
forced to approach other 
district hospital.”

[with inputs from 
KN Sharma]

SPYF rally protests poor facilities...
contd from pg01
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United Sikkim Football 
Club thrashed Pakyo-

ng United Football Club 
8-1 it its second match in 
the ongoing Sikkim Foot-
ball Association Premier 
Division Sikkim-League 
2018 here at Paljor Stadi-

um today. The defending 
champion has taken full 
three points from this 
easy victory. This is the 
second consecutive vic-
tory of United Sikkim FC.

In the one-sided 
match, United Sikkim FC 
players maintained con-
stant pressure on Pakyo-
ng United FC throughout 

the match.  Zangpo Ta-
mang scored a hattrick 
for the defending cham-
pions while his team-
mate, Karan Rai, contrib-
uted a brace in the team’s 
victory.

Likewise, Afzal Ansa-
ri, Prashant Chettri and 
Sanjay Chettri scored 
one goal each for United 

Sikkim FC. The face-saver 
for Pakyong United was 
scored by Bemon Bhujel 
in the injury time of the 
match.

The next match in the 
league will be played be-
tween Unicorn Football 
Club and Sikkim Hima-
layan Sporting Club on 
29 Jul.

Easy win for United Sikkim FC 
over Pakyong United FC 
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to com-
ment on, criticise, run down, even appreci-
ate if they like something in this paper. Let-
ters carrying abusive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Let-
ters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Migrating People
Understand why rural Sikkim wants to 
move to urban settings. And plan for it

There has been frequent talk of rural-urban migra-
tion in Sikkim and efforts, on the lips and on paper, 

have been underway for a while now to contain it. It 
would be wonderful if disruptions or cessations of tra-
ditional ways of life could be stopped and people al-
lowed environments in to pursue their ambitions and 
dreams in surroundings they are familiar with; but 
that, anyone will attest, is an impossible task. Things 
change, and even when the change is for the “better”, 
it requires adjustments and sacri ices, with migration 
being one of the options that many have to take. 

Any effort to contain rural-to-urban migration 
would obviously require a clearer understanding of 
the causes. It is common to ind poverty held up as the 
main reason prompting people to migrate to cities, a 
notion transmitted through the caricature renditions 
of the plight of the poor in mass-entertainment prod-
ucts. It is a believable explanation, but latest data avail-
able on migration in India does not hold up this belief. 
The poor are invariably temporary migrants, shipping 
out for temporary jobs and as seasonal labour; the 
more permanent migration in pursuit of opportuni-
ties is a luxury which only the better heeled and the 
more educated enjoy. In most cases, this is human re-
source which “leaves home” to study and train does so 
because it can afford to, and, on many occasions, never 
returns. And then there is the eye-opening data con-
tained in the report released by the National Sample 
Survey Of ice suggesting that a third of all Indians are 
migrants in their present place of residence! Though 
one in every three Indians is a migrant, they are not 
all products of rural-urban migration. Most are not es-
caping the “drudgery” of rural India, but are, in almost 
all cases, pursuing gainful employment. There is a dif-
ference. Within these are of course those who migrate 
for marriage [found to be the case in most ‘non-local’ 
women], or because they have been forced out either 
by natural disasters or “developmental” projects. 

If Sikkim is serious about working on rural-urban 
migration, it should irst understand the exact, and not 
generalised, reasons for it. Urban amenities might be 
desired, but cannot by themselves be taken as reasons 
why people abandon villages. Chasing employment 
could be a reason, but migration is relatively perma-
nent and that requires complementing opportunities 
and not just desires to keep rural folk in urban ad-
dresses. A data that the country prefers not to unrav-
el, but Sikkim could do well to study and understand, 
is migration triggered by changes in rural settings. In 
many instances, land - a people’s mooring to the place 
- is lost, and with this anchor lifted, moving away be-
comes an easier decision to contemplate. The loss of 
land could as much be due to acquisition for projects 
as it could be because of change in landuse patterns. If 
farms are no longer of a size which make them sustain-
able, or when the traditional crops no longer harvest 
on a scale that makes economic sense, a shift is neces-
sitated. Of course, there is also the general desire of 
every parent to provide better education and oppor-
tunities for children if they can afford it, and these op-
portunities continue to be available almost exclusively 
in urban setting even in Sikkim. It would be desirable 
if these facilities could reach the villages too, but that 
does appear to be happening any time soon, so the pull 
of the urban areas will remain strong.

Urban planning will hence have to factor these re-
alities into its projections for future years and this will 
require cross-disciplinary and inter-departmental co-
ordination and planning on a scale that the State has 
not displayed an aptitude for thus far. Very soon, Sik-
kim, as the rest of the world, will also be looking at 
migrations forced by climate change as well and it will 
be advisable for the State to try and begin the process-
es to project possible scenarios and start adequate 
preparations for it. It is important to bear in mind that 
not all rural-urban migration can be stopped, but what 
can de initely be achieved is for the urban spaces to be 
planned better to not only accommodate ‘in lux’, but 
also provide them with better basic facilities and more 
respectable opportunities.

JORDAN RICHARD SCHOENHERR
theconversation.com

Canada, July 22, 2018. “Greek-
town” in Toronto, another area 
of Canada affected by violence.

The pundits and purveyors of po-
larization will soon begin to frame 
this event to debate the ef icacy of 
gun legislation, the breakdown in 
social cohesion and the appropriate 
response to purported acts of ter-
ror. But rather than fear and react, 
we must pause and re lect. We must 
re lect on both why these kinds of 
events occur and how we can recon-
cile this with our Canadian identity.

Fear-inducing headlines grab our 
attention in the same way that adver-
tisements for clearance sales do, even 
though they should be treated with 
the same skepticism that we view liq-
uidation sales.

However, most of us treat the 
two as if there was a qualitative 
difference rather than being on 
the same mental continuum of 
prospective loss. This seems to be 
a result of a single brain that has 
an internal struggle between mul-
tiple motivations.

Numerous psychological stud-
ies suggest that we are loss-averse. 
Avoiding the loss of something we 
already possess is worth more to us 
than making a gain of the same value.

When we hear “limited-time 
only,” “special edition” or “while sup-
plies last,” we feel drawn to acquiring 
that product. For similar reasons, fear 
and terror are primary motivators.

DREAD ABOUT OUR 
OWN MORTALITY

Humans have spent generations and 
copious resources developing elab-
orate belief systems (economic, po-
litical and religious) to manage the 
experience of existential dread that 
comes with reminders of our own 
mortality. Many of these belief sys-
tems contain information about “us” 
and “them,” and polarization of opin-
ions typically ensues.

This is understandable. We want 
to make sense of what is right and 
wrong and where we stand in the 
world. We also want to ensure that we 
can keep our place in it for a while lon-
ger. What is a greater issue is ensuring 
that those belief systems are periodi-

cally and systematically checked.
They rarely are. We want ready-

made answers in an ever-changing 
world illed with uncertainty and 
ambiguity.

The inherent ambiguity of most 
events means that the framing of 
any issue can mean the difference 
between accepting or rejecting the 
same evidence and explanation.

Stop for a second and estimate 
the number of deaths that have re-
sulted from terrorist attacks in the 
United States. Now, do the same for 
the number of deaths resulting from 
homicides. If you can, commit your 
numbers to paper and look at the dif-
ference between the two.

When so-called terror events are 
reclassi ied as homicides, the number 
of deaths attributed to terrorism only 
constitutes a fraction of a per cent of 

homicides in the United States. Yet 
consider the increases in government 
spending, media attention and dis-
cussion centred on terror attacks. It 
is disproportional.

Purported terror events are actu-
ally quite infrequent, yet the atten-
tion given to them in the media – the 
number of sources (articles and out-
lets) and the language used to frame 
them — can all increase their salience 
in our memories. These factors affect 
our perception of risk.

Nonetheless, there is still a legiti-
mate reason to be concerned: Imita-
tion. In as much as a “terrorism” is an 
event, it is also an idea. Any idea can 
spread and evolve.

CONTAGIOUS IDEAS AND 
CANADIAN IDENTITY

Peru, Feb. 21, 1931. A new kind of 
crime was born: Plane hijacking.

The legacy of this innovation 
would become a cornerstone for the 
study of a phenomenon known as so-
cial contagion. Like any idea, proce-
dure, product or services, the idea of 
hijacking spread.

Media reports of a hijacking from 
the United States to Cuba in 1968 
resulted in the publication of details 
by dutiful reporters. Studies have 
suggested that the details of success-
ful attempts spread through media, 
providing a recipe that others could 
replicate. The appearance of an in-
crease in terror events might result 
from an increase in the knowledge of 
the details of these events, whether 
we classify an event as terrorist or a 
homicide, and the attention that we 
afford it as a society.

The spread of a speci ic, highly 
detailed idea is dif icult. It requires 

careful study, interpretation and pre-
sentation. This can require years of 
training and education and can be 
limited to speci ic professions and 
members of society.

The spread of general, vague 
ideas is much easier. It relies on folk 
wisdom, stereotypes, emotions and 
motivations. Common sense is not 
that common, and it requires com-
mon ground — a ground that might 
be eroding.

Many, including ourselves, think 
of Canadians as relatively amicable, 
helpful members of the world com-
munity. Historically, many have tak-
en pride in the stereotype of Canada 
as a peace-loving, open, patchwork 
society that promotes peacekeeping 
around the world.

We proudly wear our lag as sym-
bols of our diverse national identity. We 

do so also because it sets us apart from 
the more bellicose, enclosed melting 
pot stereotype of our southern neigh-
bour. The contrast supports our under-
standing of our place in the world.

Yet even the most cursory scan 
across social media reveals a disqui-
eting trend in our own communities.

It is perhaps too early yet to call 
it an irrevocable polarization, but it 
is clear that many people deride oth-
ers whose opinions differ from their 
own. For these individuals, there is 
no common ground. The other side is 
ascribing to “fake news,” but those on 
their side have “done their research.”

VIOLENT ACTS, REACTIONS 
MUST NOT DEFINE US

No doubt recent events in Canada 
will result in grand theories about 
the type of people who commit these 
acts and who is in the best position to 

protect us.
But these recent events — and 

those that will undoubtedly occur 
in the future — must be seen in 
this context. These events will con-
tinue partly because some people 
will see them as an opportunity 
to grab the attention that we af-
ford them, partly because a small 
number of individuals will always 
be more antisocial than most, and 
partly because of the lens used to 
understand events will cause us 
to overestimate their number and 
impact.

These infrequent acts of vio-
lence might grab our attention, but 
they cannot come to de ine us. We 
must adopt a balanced approach 
wherein we weigh the costs and ben-
e its of each action carefully.

It is possible that those countries 
that typically ignore events in Canada 
might now see us in a different light. 
However, the Canadian stereotype 
will likely persist for good or ill. We 
must live up to the stereotype of the 
Good Samaritan domestically and in-
ternationally by being diverse in our 
thoughts and our responses to trag-
edies of the type that played out in 
Greektown.

[the writer is Adjunct Research 
Professor, Department of Psy-
chology, Carleton University]

Toronto Shooting: The psychology 
of loss, fear and identity

KATHARINE ADENEY
theconversation.com

The votes cast in Pakistan’s election are still be-
ing counted (or rigged, as some allege). But it 

is already clear that Imran Khan, leader of the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) will be the next prime 
minister. The previous governing party, Nawaz 
Sharif’s PML-N is trailing badly and the PPP, led by 
Benazir Bhutto’s son and widower, is even further 
behind. The total number of 
general seats up for grabs in 
parliament is 272, meaning 
that to command a majority, 
the magic number is 137.

It looks unlikely that the 
PTI will reach that number by 
itself. However, a quirk of the 
electoral process in Pakistan 
is that after the inal tally of 
seats, independent candi-
dates can choose to change 
their party af iliation and 
join another (normally the 
winning) party. In 2013, the 
PML-N did not win an out-
right majority but was able to 
form a government when 19 
independents joined its ranks. The seats are then 
topped up with the party lists for the 10 religious 
minority seats and the 60 women’s seats, on the ba-
sis of the party percentage of seats, from those re-
ceiving over 5% of the vote. Imran Khan will almost 
certainly secure a majority through this method, or 
through an alliance with smaller parties.

The electoral process has been dogged by alle-
gations of pre-poll ixing. One spokesman for the 
PML-N described them as the “dirtiest in Pakistan’s 
history”. Of particular concern has been the sugges-
tion that members of the PML-N, including leader 
Nawaz Sharif, were subject to politically motivated 
legal sanctions. A media crackdown and the engi-
neered defections of “electables” from the PML-N 
also caused a stir.

The removal of Sharif from the campaign trail 
through his imprisonment deprived the PML-N of 
its star campaigner. Khan’s victory has therefore 
seemed the most likely outcome for some time. 
However, election night was controversial. Major 
delays in the results were blamed on a computing 
failure but Twitter was alive with allegations of 
polling agents being removed from polling stations 
and being unable to sign Form 45, which would 
certify the results for those stations.

Politicians and activists were quick to make the 
link between this development and the deploy-
ment of 371,000 soldiers to ensure the elections 
would be “free, fair and transparent”.

All the main parties have rejected the fairness 
of the result. Despite claims that rejecting an elec-
tion result is a common occurrence in Pakistan, the 
PPP did not dispute the PMLN victory in 2013 and 
the PMLN did not dispute the victory of the PPP 
in 2008. Both do so today. It’s striking that parties 
from across the political spectrum, including the 
Islamic parties, are speaking out on this occasion. 
It’s less clear what their next move will be, includ-
ing whether they will boycott parliament.

KHAN’S AGENDA
Little is likely to change for Pakistan’s foreign rela-

tions under Khan. Although he has a history of op-
posing US drone attacks and previously urged dia-
logue with, rather than action against, the Pakistan 
Taliban, it is the military rather than civilian lead-
ers that control foreign policy in Pakistan. Wheth-
er cooperation with the Americans or Afghanistan 
continues is the military’s call, not Khan’s. Paki-
stan’s relations with the US have improved in re-
cent months, following its cooperation over the 
killing of the Pakistan Taliban leader Maluana Fa-

zlullah in June this year, but it 
remains under international 
criticism for having “failed to 
act against terror inancing 
on its soil”.

Future relations with In-
dia are more uncertain. Khan 
taunted Nawaz Sharif over 
his “friendship” with Naren-
dra Modi before the election. 
Khan has since said he would 
seek good relations with India 
but it’s the Pakistani military 
which calls the shots on rela-
tions with India, not elected 
prime ministers.

Although there are legiti-
mate questions over the fair-

ness of these elections, a prolonged period of do-
mestic instability will be damaging for Pakistan. It 
faces a number of challenges in the coming months. 
Its foreign exchange reserves can cover only two 
months’ worth of imports and most observers ex-
pect it to have to go to the IMF for support. This 
in turn could affect relations with China, at a time 
when the two countries’ major shared infrastruc-
ture projects are coming under increased interna-
tional scrutiny. If Khan does become Pakistan’s next 
prime minister, his term will be far from easy.

[the writer is Professor of Politics and 
Director of the Asia Research Insti-

tute, University of Nottingham]

Imran Khan’s battles have only just begun, 
after Pakistan’s ‘dirtiest election’
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Local BJP 
leader killed 
by miscreants 
in South 24 
Parganas
D H  
(WB), J  28 (PTI): A 
local BJP leader in West 
Bengal’s South 24 Parga-
nas district was hacked 
to death by unidenti ied 
miscreants in Mandir Ba-
zar area of the district, po-
lice said today.

Shaktipada Sardar 
(45), the secretary of BJP 
Mandal committee of 
Mandira Bazar-Dhanur-
hat area was returning 
home last night when 
miscreants attacked him 
with sharp weapon and 
left him bleeding on the 
road, they said.

The local people spot-
ted Sardar lying on the 
road and rushed him to Di-
amond Harbour Hospital.

As his condition deteri-
orated, the hospital referred 
him to a hospital in Kolkata. 
However, Sardar died while 
being taken to a hospital in 
Kolkata, they said.

Police said they have 
started an investigation 
into the matter.

The BJP alleged that 
Sardar was killed by Trin-
amool Congress goons.

The Trinamool Con-
gress has denied the BJP 
allegations.

I , J  28 (PTI): At 
least 10 people includ-
ing four police personnel 
were injured when a mob 
attacked the cops in Ma-
nipur’s Jiribam district.

Six protesters were 
also injured in the clash at 
Lalpani area of the district 
yesterday, police said.

They said a large 
number of protesters 
tried to stage a sit-in 
demonstration protesting 
against the Manipur Peo-
ple’s Protection Bill 2018 
which was passed by the 
state Assembly recently.

The bill seeks to pro-
tect the identity of indig-
enous people of the state 
taking 1951 as the base 
year for treating people 
as natives of the state. 
The protesters have been 
demanding a change in 
the base year to 1972.

“Since Section 144 of 
CrPC have been imposed 

in the district since 
morning, the police had 
asked the protesters to 
get permission for their 
sit-in from the district 
administration,” said a 
senior police of icer.

The protesters hurled 
stones at the police forc-

ing the cops to retaliate 
with tear gas and rubber 
bullets to disperse the 
agitators.

During the clash, four 
personnel including the SP 
and a woman personnel 
received minor injuries. Six 
of the protesters were also 

injured, they said.
Later, reinforcements 

comprising of state po-
lice commandos and In-
dian Reserve Battalion 
personnel were rushed 
to the site to bring nor-
malcy and establish law 
and order.

The issue began on 
Wednesday after the 
Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) took out a rally to 
denounce the Manipur 
People’s Protection Bill 
2018 which was passed 
unanimously by the As-
sembly on Monday.

JAC spokesperson Md 
Ali had earlier denounced 
the Bill as “unconstitu-
tional” and claimed it de-
prived them of their con-
stitutional rights.

The Bill had sought to 
regulate the entry and exit 
of the outsiders in the state.

It maintains that 
those who are not ethnic 
Meiteis, the Pangals Mus-
lim and STs recognised by 
the state will be consid-
ered as non-Manipuris.

Jiribam, which shares 
border with Assam, has 
witnessed large in lux of 
Bangladeshis and ethnic 
Rohingyas over the years.

N  D , J  27 
(PTI): A 32-year-old 
man involved in Munirka 
human traf icking case 
where 16 Nepali women 
were rescued has been 
arrested, the police said 
today.

The accused, identi-
ied as Naushad, was ar-

rested from Munirka and 
a car used in commission 
of crime has been seized, 
they added.

On interrogation, the 
accused accepted his role 
in the traf icking net-
work.

In his statement 
to the police, Naushad 
said he used to ferry 
girls between airports, 
bus stands, railway sta-
tions. His main task, 
besides transportation, 
was to ensure secrecy 
of the movement, said 
Devender Arya, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, 
(southwest) Delhi.

The accused has also 
given leads to the police 
following which a police 
team has been sent to 
Uttar Pradesh to nab the 
remaining accused per-
sons, he said.

Active cooperation 

has also been sought 
from the Nepal Embas-
sy in India in connection 
with the case, the DCP 
said. 

The statements of 
the victims have been re-
corded before the magis-
trate, Arya said.

On July 25, the Delhi 
Commission for Women 
along with Delhi Police 
had rescued 16 women 
who were allegedly traf-
icked from Nepal and 

to be taken to Gulf coun-
tries from southwest Del-
hi’s Munirka.

The Police were in-
formed by the DCW at 
around 9 pm on July 24. 

Subsequently, the po-
lice conducted a raid in 
the area at around 1:30 
am on July 25, following 
which 16 women were 
rescued. 

The DCW had alleged 
that these women were 
promised jobs in Kuwait. 

The state woman’s 
panel had alleged that 
the traf ickers had been 
running the racket in 
Munirka for the last eight 
months, and several 
women had already been 
sent abroad.

K , J  28 (PTI): 
The upcoming Bengali 
lick ‘Uronchondi’ will be 

screened with subtitles 
after the CBFC Kolkata 
in a fresh development 
mentioned the two words 
in the certi ication.

The makers had 
claimed on Friday that 
the CBFC Kolkata of ice 
had only issued certi ica-
tion for the ilm without 
any mention of subtitles.

The ilm’s associate 
producer Srijoni Roy 
told PTI that the CBFC 
Kolkata later contacted 
the ilms producers to in-
form that the two words 
‘with subtitles’ will be 
added with the original 
certi ication copy.

“We have also re-
ceived the certi ication 
card where the words 
‘with subtitles’ have been 
included. The ilm can 
now be screened with 
subtitles from August 3,” 
Roy said.

In the earlier cer-
ti ication card CBFC 
Kolkata of ice had only 
mentioned ‘Uronchondi 

(Bengali) (Colour) (2-D)’ 
despite the makers hav-
ing submitted the sub-
titled version of ‘Uron-
chandi’ for online certi i-
cation on July 11/12.

“We are happy over 
the developments since 
yesterday and we will 
not suffer inancially any 
more as a large segment 
of non-Bengali audience 
will now be able to watch 
the ilm in theatres and 
the ilm can be distribut-
ed digitally,” Roy said.

‘Uronchondhi’, a Pro-
senjit Chatterjee produc-
tion, revolves around the 
journey of three wom-
en in search of freedom 
and has been directed by 
Abhisek Saha.

Chatterjee had earli-
er shot off a letter to the 
CBFC and the Eastern 
India Motion Pictures As-
sociation (EIMPA) over 
the issue, Roy said.

The EIMPA had also 
urged CBFC to issue the 
certi ication including 
the words “with subti-
tles” before the ilm’s re-
lease on August 3.

The producers had 
earlier been asked to give 
it in writing in stamp pa-
per that they wanted the 
words ‘with subtitles’ 
written in the Censor card. 
“We had done accordingly 
and got acknowledgement 
receipt of the written let-
ter” Roy had said.

Chatterjee today said 
he was happy with the 
latest developments, be-
fore the ilm’s release.

“Now we can run the 
subtitled version in halls 
and plexes. Our increas-
ing non-Bengali audience 
will not be deprived of 
watching the ilm,” Chat-
terjee said.

CBFC Regional Of icer 
East Partha Ghosh could 
not be contacted.

As per Rule 22(3) of 
the Cinematograph (Cer-
ti ication) Rules, 1983, 
only the inal version of a 
ilm is to be shown to the 

examining committee for 
certi ication purposes.

The rule stipulated 
that all the applicants 
must submit an under-
taking along with the ap-

L  A , J  28 
(PTI): Assamese ilm 
“Xhoihobote Dhemalite” 
(“Rainbow Fields”) today 
bagged three top awards 
at the 3rd Love Interna-
tional Film Festival here 
including best movie.

Besides the best ilm, 
it also won the awards 
for best actress (Dipan-
nita Sharma) and best 
music (Anurag Saikia) at 
the festival, where more 
than 150 ilms from 36 

countries participated.
The ilm, directed by 

Bidyut Kotoky, deals with 
the sensitive issue of 
children of Assam grow-
ing up in violent times 
and witnessing brutality 
around them.

Receiving the award, 
Kotoky said, “In ‘Xhoiho-
bote Dhemlite’, we al-
ways believe that we are 
making a world cinema 
in Assamese language. 
Our emotions respect no 

geographical barriers - 
we don’t need a language 
to laugh or to cry. Thank 
you Love International 
Film Festival for re-af-
irming our faith.” 

Earlier in the day, 
“Xhoixobote Dhemalite” 
arguably became the irst 
Assamese ilm to be com-
mercially released in the US, 
with four shows screened 
at the Cine Grand Cinema 
Fremont (California).

“I’m extremely de-

lighted to receive such a 
wonderful award. Really 
overwhelmed I would 
like to thank jury mem-
bers, director Bidyut 
Kotoky, sound designer 
Amrit Pritam Dutta, ilm 
mixing engineer Debajit 
Changmai, music mixing 
engineer Bhaskar Sarma 
and each and every mem-
ber of the ilm ‘Xoihobote 
Dhemalite’,” said Saikia.

Sharma was also elat-
ed over her win.

“I’m just happy that I 
won my irst best actress 
award for a ilm in my na-
tive language and on an 
international platform. 
It’s celebration time for 
the whole team,” she said.

Based on true events, 
the ilm also features sea-
soned actors like Victor Ba-
nerjee, Nakul Vaid, Naved 
Aslam, Nipon Goswami 
and Nikumoni Barua.

The ilm is produced 
by ‘India Stories’, a Mum-

bai-based production 
house and co-produced by 
Kotoky’s Dhruv Creative 
Productions and US-based 
Kurmasana Kreates.

Kotoky says while he 
was struggling for funds 
for the ilm’s completion, 
Dubai-based philanthro-
pist Jani Viswanath came 
on board as an execu-
tive producer and also 
pledged her earning from 
the ilm back to Assam via 
her NGO Healing Lives.

Assamese ilm wins 3 top awards at US fest

10 injured as mob attacks 
police in Manipur

Man involved in 
traf icking of Nepali 

girls held

Bengali ilms gets CBFC certi ication 
mentioning ‘with subtitles”

plication clearly stating 
either that subtitles are 
included or subsequently 

no subtitles will be add-
ed once the ilm is certi-
ied by the CBFC.

M  (O ), 
J  28 (PTI): Odisha po-
lice has stepped up secu-
rity and put the force on 
high alert in Malkangiri 
district as Maoists observe 
Martyrs Week from today.

“Tight security ar-
rangement has been 
made across the district 
keeping in view the Mao-
ists’s Martyrs’ Week,” 
Malkangiri district su-
perintendent of police 
Jagmohan Meena said 
adding that the police 

personnel have been is-
sued advisory to check 
movement of suspicious 
persons.

The authorities have 
stopped operation of 
government buses in 
several southen districts 
including Malkangiri.

This apart, the po-
lice have also asked BSF 
camps and other police 
troops to stay on alert. 
Operational teams like 
special operation groups, 
district voluntary force, 

and BSF have jointly in-
tensi ied the combing op-
erations in the interior ar-
eas of the district, SP said.

The district voluntary 
force formed in 2009 is a 
special constabulary unit 
of the Odisha Police and 
they are primarily used in 
anti-Maoist operations.

Police have recovered 
Maoist pamphlets and 
posters at some places in 
Malkangiri, Kandhamal 
and Rayagada districts.

Odisha police steps up security 
in Malkangiri as Maoists 

Martyrs’ Week begin 

India needs 
a leader like 
Mamata, say 
TMC leaders
M  (WB), J  28 
(PTI): Giving a call to oust 
the BJP, Trinamool Congress 
leaders today said the peo-
ple of India needed a leader 
like Mamata Banerjee who 
worked for all, including 
farmers and women.

They reiterated the 
“BJP hatao, desh bachao” 
slogan given by Banerjee 
during the martyrs’ day 
rally in Kolkata last week 
and said that a pledge 
needed to be taken to win 
all the 42 Lok Sabha seats 
in the state.

Addressing a rally at 
the same ground where 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi held a meeting on 
July 16, TMC MP Abhishek 
Bandopadhyay said Ba-
nerjee had set a target 
for the party to defeat the 
saffron party in 2019 Lok 
Sabha election.

Bandopadhyay said 
the TMC had formed a 
“syndicate of the people” 
to usher in development 
in the state and to bring 
peace in the erstwhile 
Maoist-affected areas and 
Darjeeling hills.

He was referring to 
Modi’s attack against the 
TMC government, charging 
it with “throttling democ-
racy” and running a “syn-
dicate raj” without whose 
approval nothing moved.

“We have also formed 
a syndicate to oust the 
BJP from the Centre,” Ban-
dopadhyay, who is a neph-
ew of Banerjee, said.

Dismissing the BJP’s 
charge that the TMC chief 
resorted to appeasement of 
the Muslims, he sought to 
know what the prime minis-
ter had done for the Hindus.

Bandopadhyay claimed 
that although the highest 
number of farmer deaths 
were reported in Maha-
rashtra during the past six 
months, Modi chose to hold 
a rally for welfare of peas-
ants in Bengal where not a 
single farmer had died.

Accusing the BJP of 
creating a rift between 
the Hindus and the Mus-
lims, he said, “We will not 
let that happen”.

“The Rambhakts of 
Modi’s BJP trigger riots 
but the Rambhakts of Ben-
gal work for building com-
munal amity,” he claimed.
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Railway wagon 
takes almost 4 
years to reach 
destination 
1,326 km away
G  (UP), J  28 
(PTI): A consignment of 
fertilizer took almost four 
years to travel a distance 
1,326 km and reach its 
destination, courtesy the 
railways.

A goods train wag-
on carrying 1,316 bags 
of Di-ammonium Phos-
phate (DAP) fertilizer was 
booked on November 10, 
2014. When it reached Bas-
ti railway station in Uttar 
Pradesh from Vishakhapat-
nam on Wednesday around 
3.30 pm, even the rail of i-
cials and staff were taken 
by surprise.

The distance is other-
wise covered in 42 hours 
and 13 minutes.

The Chief Public Rela-
tion Of icer of North East-
ern Railway zone, Sanjay 
Yadav, said, “Sometimes, 
when some wagon or bo-
gie becomes sick (un it 
to ferry), it is sent to the 
yard and it seems that the 
same happened in this 
case too.” 

The consignee is Ram-
chandra Gupta, a busi-
nessman of Basti, and 
the wagon was booked 
in his name in 2014 from 
Vishakhapatnam through 
Indian Potash limited 
(IPL), Yadav said.

When contacted, Gup-
ta said, “It was company 
material and I had not 
paid for it. The matter is 
between the company and 
the Indian railway.” 

IPL Assistant Mar-
keting Manager in Gor-
akhpur, DK Saxena said, 
“Yes, in November 2014 
a rake was booked from 
Vishkhapatnam for Bas-
ti area distributers and 
somehow the wagon was 
missed from the rake.” 

Saxena said Gupta is 
the handling and buffer 
agent of the company and 
the cost of the material is 
Rs 14 lakh.

The company has al-
ready lodged claim on 
Railways and we will re-
ceive the consignment 
after assessment of the 
material, he said.

M , J  28 (PTI): 
Indian Super League side 
FC Goa today launched 
its of icial women’s team, 
ahead of the second Ve-
danta Goa Women’s Foot-
ball League. 

The club, which was a 
part of the draft that took 
place at the Goa Football 
Association of ice in Pan-
jim on July 25, are only 
the second ISL club, after 
FC Pune City, to ield a 
women’s team.

The tournament is 
slated to begin on Au-
gust 14 with eight teams 
expected to participate. 
Grassroots coach, Na-
resh Virnodkar has been 
handed the role as coach 
of the team as training 
for the league has begun 
at the Chowgule Sports 
Centre in Margao.

“The women’s team 
will be built in the same 
image and with the same 
principles as the men’s 
team. The club will work 
extremely hard towards 
developing and pro-
ducing talented women 
footballers and hope to 
emulate the successful 
women that represented 
the national team from 
Goa in the 1970’s,” FC 
Goa Technical Director, 
Derrick Pereira, said.

The club has been fo-
cused towards promoting 

the sport for both men 
and women along with 
their sister organisation, 
the Forca Goa Foundation.

Together they con-
ducted an under 12 ju-
nior girls league last 
season in which 19 
schools participated. The 
winners of the league 
were felicitated by club 
co-owner, Virat Kohli 
during half time at one of 
FC Goa’s matches.
Squad: 
Goalkeepers: Josline 
Dsouza, Crisma Javaji 
Defenders: Rhea Pires, Sne-
ha Fernandes, Cifa Lima, 
Laveena Pires, Samartha 
Shirodkar, Seema Fer-
nandes, Dezmina D’Costa 
Mid ielders: Velanie Fe-
randes, Jeroine Colaco, 
Chetna Tirodker, Joyvi 
Fernandes, Jolinda Fer-
rao, Jesma Baptista, Ali-
sha Tavares, Chelsea Fer-
nandes, Alicia Fernandes 
Forwards: Namita Gov-
ekar, Ashriya Rodrigues.

L , J  28 (AFP): 
New Zealand’s Mar-
tin Guptill struck 102 
from just 38 balls as 
Worcestershire thrashed 
Northamptonshire by 
nine wickets in English 
county cricket’s Twen-
ty20 Blast.

Set a targe of 188, 
visitors Worcestershire 
won with nearly seven 
overs to spare, with Joe 
Clarke making an un-
beaten 61 off 33 balls. 
Clarke and Guptill put on 
162 in 10 overs.

It did not take long 
for the experienced Gup-
till, who hit 12 fours and 
seven sixes, to get into 
his stride.

He got going in a Rich-
ard Gleeson over that 
cost 22 runs, a lick over 
midwicket for six, two 
hits down the ground for 

four and a lick wide of 
short- ine leg.

South Africa’s Rory 
Kleinveldt replaced Glee-
son and he too gave up an 

over costing 22 as Guptill 
went to ifty in 20 balls.

Guptill swept left-arm 
spinner Graeme White to 
deep-backward square 

leg, only for Seekkuge 
Prasanna to step over the 
boundary before a sec-
ond slog-sweep cleared 
deep midwicket.

Later, he drove 
Prasanna over long-on 
for six and wide of long-
off for four as Guptill 
went to 90 before Kyle 
Coetzer was straight 
driven for four and 
licked over midwicket 

for six to bring up the 
batsman’s century.

But trying to lift Glee-
son over mid-on, he was 
well caught by Josh Cobb 
but by then the game was 
almost won.

B  A , J  28 
(AFP): The governing body 
of world athletics main-
tained Russia’s ban from 
track and ield over mass 
doping, just 10 days before 
the start of the European 
Championships in Berlin.

“The IAAF Council 
unanimously adopt-
ed the resolution that 
RUSAF (the Russian ath-
letics federation) not be 
reinstated at this time,” 
said Rune Andersen, 
head of the IAAF’s Rus-
sian taskforce team.

Andersen, however, 
said there had been “a 
lot of meaningful en-
gagement from RUSAF”, 
which has made “signif-
icant improvement” in 
meeting reinstatement 
requirements.

“In some cases they 
have gone above and be-
yond what is required,” 
the Norwegian said be-
fore adding that the con-
clusion remained that 
RUSAF not be reinstated 
at this time with further 

progress still to be made.
Andersen said that 

for Russia to be reinstat-
ed, ideally at the IAAF 
Council’s next meeting in 
Monaco in December af-
ter a WADA meet in Sep-
tember, three demands 
must be met.

Firstly, RUSAF must 
pay for the costs incurred 
by the IAAF in the wake 
of the doping scandal, 
notably the establish-

ment of the taskforce.
The Russian An-

ti-Doping Agency RUSA-
DA must also be reinstat-
ed by the World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (WADA), with 
a key requirement being 
the acknowledgement by 
Moscow that ministry of 
sport of icials orchestrat-
ed the doping of Russian 
athletes.

And inally, Russian 
authorities must give 

access to doping tests 
carried out at RUSADA’s 
Moscow laboratory be-
tween 2011-15.

IAAF president Sebas-
tian Coe added: “Progress 
has been made in key ar-
eas. There are still some 
gaps to be illed.

“We have brought 
about change and it’s 
change that is very via-
ble. But we weren’t yet 
at that point where every 

element of that (rein-
statement) criteria had 
been met.” 

Russian athletics fed-
eration presdient Dmitry 
Shlyakhtin said he had been 
hoping for better news.

“We are disappointed 
by the decision taken to-
day by the IAAF Council,” 
Shlyakhtin was quoted 
as saying by TASS news 
agency.

“I cannot hide that 
we were counting on a 
positive decision, on a 
partial restoration of the 
Russian athletics feder-
ation. Sadly, this hasn’t 
happened.

“We will continue, 
however, to work to-
wards the restoration of 
the federation.” 

Russia was accused in 
a WADA report in 2016 of 
widespread state-spon-
sored doping. Its athletics 
team was barred from that 
summer’s Rio Olympics 
and also missed the IAAF 
World Championships in 
London a year later.

A number of Russian 
athletes, however, have 
been granted permission 
by the International Asso-
ciation of Athletics Federa-
tions (IAAF) to compete as 
neutrals after meeting the 
exceptional eligibility cri-
teria, essentially demon-
strating that they’ve come 
through transparent an-
ti-doping testing.

Russia had also been 
banned from the Olym-
pic movement over the 
doping scandal culmi-
nating at the 2014 Rus-
sian-hosted Sochi Winter 
Games.

A team of 168 Rus-
sians competed in this 
year’s Pyeongchang Win-
ter Games under the neu-
tral banner of “Olympic 
Athletes from Russia”, al-
though a Russian curling 
medallist tested positive 
for a banned substance.

The International 
Olympic Committee then 
lifted its ban on Russia at 
the end of the Pyeongc-
hang Olympics.

IAAF maintains Russia’s athletics ban over doping FC Goa launch 
women’s team

Guptill hits 102 off just 38 balls in T20 Blast

C , J  28 (PTI): 
Indian Super League 
champions Chennaiyin 
FC has appointed En-
glishman Kevin Hitch-
cock as goalkeeping 
coach ahead of the 2018-
19 season.

The 55-year-old 
Hitchcock, who was at 
Birmingham City as goal-
keeping coach last sea-
son, replaces compatriot 
Tony Warner, said a CFC 
press release.

Hitchcock joins new 
assistant coach Paul 
Groves in the Chennai-
yin coaching staff, hav-
ing worked with him at 
Birmingham last season, 
where the latter was the 
irst-team coach.

“I had a great working 
experience in Qatar and I 
have heard very positive 
things about Indian foot-
ball and ISL, so I am look-
ing forward to it,” he said.

The Englishman 
said he was excited to 
work with head coach 
John Gregory and his 
staff which also includes 

Groves.
“Chennaiyin FC has 

three top-class goal-
keepers with two of 
them fresh signings. I 
can’t wait for the start of 
pre-season and help the 
club defend the ISL title,” 
Hitchcock said.

Gregory said Hitch-
cock is a highly reputed 
goalkeeping coach in En-
gland who also enjoyed 
a long and successful ca-
reer in goal.

“I am looking forward 
to working with him and 
further improving our 
already able goalkeeping 
department,” he added.

Having started out in 
Chelsea’s youth ranks, 
Hitchcock began his 
professional career at 
non-league English club 
Barking.

He had spells at Not-
tingham Forest and Man-
s ield Town before re-
turning to Chelsea. Hitch-
cock went on to be a part 
of Chelsea for more than 
a decade before retiring 
in 2001.

Chennaiyin FC 
appoints Hitchcock as 

goalkeeping coach

C , J  28 (PTI): 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman today formal-
ly handed over two types 
of indigenously built 
high-power multi-fuel en-
gines to the Army.

The engines manu-
factured by the Engine 
Factory, Avadi -- a unit of 
Ordnance Factory Board, 
Department of Defence 
Production -- were fully 
indigenised for the irst 
time under the Centre’s 
Make in India programme.

At a function held at 
the factory, Sitharaman 
formally handed over the 
documents of the two 
types of engines to Vice 
Chief of Army Staff De-
varaj Anbu.

The irst engine of 
1000 HP engine -- V92S2 
engine -- powers T-90 
Bhisma Tank, the second 
engine -- V-46-6 engine 
-- powers the T-72 Ajeya 
Tank and its variants.

Though these en-
gines were manufac-

tured based on Rus-
sian design, India was 
depending on Moscow 
for its supply of critical 
assemblies like turbo-
charger, supercharger, 
fuel injection pumps.

The Engine Factory 
under the Make in India 
programme manufac-
tured the two engines 
with 100 per cent local 
parts.

Earlier localisation 
level was about 73 per 
cent, of icials said.

The indigenisation 
efforts by the Engine Fac-
tory would save Rs 80 
crore of the exchequer 
every year.

It also exhibits the 
self-reliance of the Ord-
nance Factory Board in 
manufacturing these en-
gines in India without 
any import support, the 
of icials added.

The Engine Factory 
has manufactured more 
than 12,000 engines since 
its inception in 1987.

Nirmala Sitharaman hands 
over ‘Made in India’ 

engines to Army
N  D , J  28 
(PTI): Niti Aayog CEO 
Amitabh Kant has said 
the country needs to 
improve its human de-
velopment index (HDI) 
to achieve a growth of 
around 10 per cent.

We are growing at 
around 7.5 per cent and 
if our ambition is to grow 
at high rates like 10 per 
cent over a three-decade 
period, (then) it is not 
possible to do this if we 
don’t improve the HDI 
for India, Kant said at 
an event by child-rights 
organisation Plan India 
here on Friday.

Such growth, Kant 
said, was not possible 
if infant-mortality and 
maternal-mortality rates 
were at very high rates 
and if one in three chil-
dren was stunted.

In the 2016 UN Hu-
man Development Re-
port, India had slipped 
one place to rank 131st 
among 188 countries in 

the HDI.
Stating that there 

were around 200 back-
ward districts in India, 
Kant underlined that it 
was not possible for the 
government alone to 
transform. 

Therefore, non-gov-
ernmental organisations 
(NGOs) play a very im-
portant role, he added.

Speaking at the 
event, veteran actor 
and social activist Sha-
bana Azmi said since 
India is a multi-reli-
gious, multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual society, any 
effort for the country’s 
development needs to be 
made by all stakehold-
ers, like the government, 
NGOs and community 
workers.

But, above all, to actu-
ally impact change at the 
level where it is required, 
it cannot happen without 
the last-mile frontline 
workers, the actor added.

Niti CEO says 10% 
growth not possible 

without improving HDI

Girona FC take 
on the best 

of India and 
Spain at Chess

K , J  28 (PTI): 
Spanish top division side 
Girona FC, currently in In-
dia, swapped football for 
chess pieces as they played a 
friendly tournament against 
the Spanish and the Indian 
national chess teams.

The Spanish chess 
team is in India to prepare 
for the 43rd Chess Olym-
piad in September while 
Girona FC is competing 
in the Toyota Yaris LaLiga 
World Tournament.

It has been a highly 
memorable trip to India 
for the LaLiga side, who 
beat Australia’s Mel-
bourne City FC 6-0 in 
their opening ixture.

The inal ixture of 
the three team tourna-
ment will see hosts Kerala 
Blasters face Girona FC at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium in Kochi.

However, the Spanish 
side are looking to leave 
their mark off the pitch as 
well as on it, as they be-
come the irst LaLiga side 
to make the trip to India.

V  (R -
), J  28 (PTI): For-

mer national champion 
Sourabh Verma stormed 
into his irst inal of the 
season after defeating 
compatriot Mithun Man-
junath in straight games 
at the USD 75,000 Rus-
sia Open Tour Super 100 
tournament here today.

The 25-year-old Indi-
an, who is on a comeback 
trail after recovering from 
injuries, beat Mithun 21-9 
21-15 in just 31 minutes 

to set up a title clash with 
Japan’s Koki Watanabe 
tomorrow. 

Young mixed doubles 
pair of Kuhoo Garg and 
Rohan Kapoor also con-
tinued their impressive 
run to enter the summit 
clash after beating Ma-
laysian combination of 
Chen Tang Jie and Yen 
Wei Peck here in a three-
game thriller.

The second seeded 
Indian combo notched 
up a 21-19 11-21 22-20 

win over the unseeded 
Malaysian pair in 58 min-
utes. They would now 
face Vladimir Ivanov of 
Russia and Min Kyung 
Kim of Korea in the inals.

Men’s doubles pair of 
Arun George and Sanyam 
Shukla, however, couldn’t 
cross the semi inal hur-
dle as they lost 15-21 19-
21 to second seeded lo-
cal combo of Konstantin 
Abramov and Alexandr 
Zinchenko.

Sourabh, who had won 

the Chinese Taipei Mas-
ters and inished runners 
up at Bitburger Open in 
2016, made a rampaging 
start as he zoomed to a 
11-5 lead at the break af-
ter opening up a slender 
3-1 advantage early on.

The experienced 
shuttler continued his 
dominating run after the 
breather, moving to 15-6 
lead and 20-7 advantage 
before pocketing the 
opening game.

In the second game, 

Mithun played better 
badminton as he grabbed 
a 6-4 advantage, before 
going into the interval 
with a slender 11-10 lead. 

However, Sourabh 
soon turned the tables 
as he moved to 13-11. At 
14-13, Sourabh reeled 
off ive straight points to 
zoom to 19-13.

Mithun tried to put 
up a ight but Sourabh 
eventually sealed the is-
sue comfortably.

Sourabh, Kuhoo-Rohan enter Russia Open inal
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Militants attack 
Afghan midwife 
training centre: 
of icials
K , J  28 (AFP): 
Militants attacked a mid-
wife training centre in 
eastern Afghanistan to-
day, of icials said, in the 
latest violence in the war-
torn country.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility 
for the attack in Jalalabad, 
the capital of Nangarhar 
province. It was not clear 
if there were any casual-
ties.

A witness near the 
scene told AFP he could 
hear sporadic gun ire, 
suggesting the attack may 
be ongoing.

Several midwives have 
been rescued, provincial 
governor spokesman At-
taullah Khogyani said.

Provincial health de-
partment spokesman 
Inamullah Miakhil con-
irmed its midwife centre 

had been attacked.
A witness in a near-

by department told AFP 
he heard several explo-
sions and then saw three 
gunmen enter the lane 
where the midwife cen-
tre is located.

Jalalabad has been the 
scene of several attacks in 
recent months that have 
killed dozens.

Most of the attacks 
were claimed by the Is-
lamic State group.

I , J  28 (AP): 
The Taliban held their 
irst direct contact with 

a US of icial in a prelim-
inary discussion about 
future peace talks on 
Afghanistan, a senior of-
icial with the insurgent 

group said today.
It marked one of the 

most signi icant develop-
ments amid efforts to ind 
a negotiated end to the 
country’s protracted war.

The of icial described 
as “useful” a meeting 
with Alice Wells, the US’s 
top diplomat for South 
Asia, earlier this week. 
He said the meeting was 
held in the small Middle 
Eastern country of Qatar, 
where the Taliban have 
maintained a political of-
ice since 2013.

“The environment was 
positive and the discus-

sion was useful,” the Tali-
ban of icial told The Asso-
ciated Press on condition 
of anonymity because 
he was not authorised to 
speak to the media.

US of icials neither 
con irmed nor denied 
a meeting took place. 
However, Wells was in 
Doha, the Qatar capital, 
this week.

In a statement follow-
ing her return, the State 
Department said only 
that Wells had been in 
Doha, had met with the 
ruling family and “the 
United States is explor-
ing all avenues to ad-
vance a peace process in 
close consultation with 
the Afghan government.” 

Any talks about a 
future political setup 
would be between the 
Taliban and the Afghan 

government, the state-
ment said.

The Taliban have long 
demanded direct talks 
with Washington, saying 
they do not want to talk 
politics with the US but 
instead meet face to face 
to discuss Washington’s 
concerns - particularly its 
security concerns - about 
the Taliban and Taliban 
involvement in Afghan-
istan’s future. They also 
say they want a time 
frame for the withdrawal 
of the roughly 15,000 US 
and NATO troops still in 
Afghanistan.

It wasn’t clear when 
the next meeting would 
be held or with whom, but 
the Taliban of icial who 
spoke to The AP was cer-
tain one would be held.

A former Taliban 
minister and ex-head of 

their political committee, 
Aga Jan Mohtism, who 
has maintained close 
contacts with the insur-
gent group, also con-
irmed a meeting in Doha 

between US of icials and 
the Taliban took place 
earlier this week.

“The Taliban want to 
solve their problems with 
the Americans to end the 
invasion,” he said.

The Taliban have ar-
gued that the Afghan gov-
ernment cannot act inde-
pendent of Washington. 
They also say that unless 
they can allay US con-
cerns about the group, 
an agreement with Kabul 
would be meaningless.

During the Taliban’s 
ive-year rule that end-

ed with the 2001 US-led 
invasion, leader Mullah 
Mohammed Omar said 

regardless of whatever 
concessions they agreed 
to, including allowing 
girls to attend school, it 
would not gain them in-
ternational recognition 
as long as the US refused 
to accept them.

The current leader-
ship, most of whom are 
Mullah Omar’s contem-
poraries, still believe 
their future in Afghani-
stan can be guaranteed 
only if the United States’ 
concerns are addressed.

Until now, Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani’s 
national security team 
has said it is ready to 
hold talks with the Tali-
ban at any time and that 
their allies, including the 
United States, should 
participate only as ob-
servers.

In Kabul today, Shah 

Hussain Murtazawi, 
deputy spokesman for 
Ghani, repeated the 
government’s oft-stat-
ed position that peace 
talks should be “Afghan 
owned and Afghan led, 
any assistance the allies 
provide (would be in) a 
supportive role.” 

Murtazawi did not 
comment directly on the 
meeting in Doha or say 
whether Ghani’s govern-
ment was aware that the 
meeting had been held.

A previous attempt 
at direct talks between 
Washington and the 
Taliban in 2013 also in 
Doha, was scuttled when 
then-Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai objected 
to the Taliban calling its 
of ice the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan __ the 
name of its government 

__ and lying the lag the 
movement lew when 
they ruled Afghanistan.

At the time the direct 
talks, which the Taliban 
also said would be re-
stricted to US concerns 
about the movement and 
troop withdrawal, was 
to be followed by talks 
between the Taliban and 
the Afghan government.

There was also a sug-
gestion at the time that 
the talks would include 
the freedom of ive Tali-
ban held in the U.S. pris-
on at Guantanamo Bay 
and the release of cap-
tured US soldier Bowe 
Bergdahl. His release 
was eventually secured 
in May 2014 in exchange 
for the ive Taliban pris-
oners, who are living in 
Doha.

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
I , J  28 
(PTI): Imran Khan has 
started reaching out to 
leaders of different polit-
ical parties and indepen-
dent candidates to form 
the next government in 
Pakistan after his party 
won a majority of seats 
in Parliament, according 
to his party of icials.

Khan led his Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
party to victory in the 
parliamentary elections 
this week, amid a grow-
ing consensus among 
South Asia experts and 
Pakistan-observers that 
it was greatly in luenced 
and meddled by the 
strong Pakistani Army.

The PTI has so far 
bagged 115 of the 270 Na-
tional Assembly (NA) seats 
on which elections were 
held, according to the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan which has released 
results on 267 seats.

Pakistan’s NA - the 
lower house of Parlia-
ment - comprises a to-
tal of 342 members, of 
which 272 are directly 

elected. A party can only 
form the government if 
it manages to secure 172 
seats in total.

Jailed former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) with 64 
and former president Asif 
Ali Zardari’s Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) with 43 
seats are placed at num-
ber two and three respec-
tively. Independent candi-
dates have won 13 seats.

Khan yesterday met 
Saudi ambassador Nawaf 
Saeed Ahmad al-Malilki 
in Islamabad. The two 
discussed bilateral re-

lations and agreed to 
further deepen the ties 
during the tenure of the 
PTI government.

According to PTI 
sources, Khan has con-
sulted his party leaders 
about the federal cabinet 
and formation of govern-
ment in Punjab where 
PML-N is also in the race.

Khan’s con idante Je-
hangir Khan Tarin, who 
has been tasked to con-
tact independent candi-
dates, talked with Mutta-
hidda Qaumi Movement 
Pakistan (MQMP) leader 
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui 
who later refused to at-

tend a multi-party meet-
ing which rejected the 
election results.

The multi-party 
meeting called to devise 
a joint strategy over al-
leged rigging in the gen-
eral elections rejected 
the results of the poll 
yesterday, demanding 
a “transparent” re-elec-
tion. The meeting in Is-
lamabad was chaired by 
PML-N president Sheh-
baz Sharif and Muttahi-
da Majlis-i-Amal (MMA) 
president Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman.

Meanwhile Khan also 
took his party leaders in 

con idence about govern-
ment formation in Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa where 
the PTI has won a major-
ity of seats and will easily 
form the government.

It is likely to retain 
former chief minister Per-
vaiz Khattak for the top 
job in the province de-
spite some reservations 
about his performance.

Khattak is considered 
to be close to Khan since 
school days as both stud-
ied in the same Atchison 
College in Lahore.

The party is also try-
ing to have a coalition 
government in Baloch-
istan.

Khan has still about 
three weeks to prepare 
for the government be-
fore the mandatory 
session of the National 
Assembly (NA) is called 
after elections.

As per the law, the 
President of Pakistan 
should convene the maid-
en NA session within 21 
days of election to give 
oaths to lawmakers and 
elect the new speaker.

Taliban of icial says group spoke with US of icial

Imran Khan begins preparations 
to form next govt in Pakistan

GURDIP SINGH
S , J  28 
(PTI): India can attract 
more foreign irms if it 
replicates Singapore’s 
model of ease of doing 
business, a leading in-
dustry body here has 
said.

Currently, around 
8,000 Indian companies 
are registered in Singa-
pore. Though the data on 
the number of Singapore 
companies in India is not 
available, it is estimated 
to be over 100.

Indian companies 
are attracted to Singa-
pore for ease of doing 
business, registering a 
company and opening a 
bank account, Singapore 
Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SIC-
CI) President Dr T Chan-
droo said while speaking 
at the launch of ‘Aspiring 
Entrepreneur Network 
and Women Entrepre-
neur Network’.

“If this same thing 
can be replicated there 
(in India), I think there 
will be many more Singa-
pore companies going to 

India,” he said.
According to the 

World Bank, India has 
jumped 30 places to rank 
100th in its ‘ease of doing 
business’ ranking.

Singapore ranks sec-
ond in the ‘ease of do-
ing business’ list by the 
World Bank.

Stating that SICCI 
was aiming to have more 
Singapore companies for 
India’s industry develop-
ment, Chandroo said: We 
want some collaboration 
where we can partner 
India’s Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) 
and seek an understand-
ing where they can help 
Singapore companies go 
to India and help Indian 
companies come to Sin-
gapore. 

He informed that a 
meeting is scheduled for 
Aug 20, 2018 to work out 
details of the collabora-
tion.

I would like to see 
more Singapore small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) going to India, 
Chandroo told PTI.

‘India can attract more 
foreign irms if it replicates 
Singapore’s business model’

I , J  28 
(PTI): Imran Khan’s Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf to-
day emerged as the single 
largest party in the gener-
al elections, winning 116 
National Assembly seats 
out of the contested 270 
parliamentary constitu-
encies, according to the 
election commission’s i-
nal results.

The inal announce-
ment of results of the par-
liamentary polls held on 
July 25 has been marred 

by delays, causing anger 
among the leaders of 
losing parties which lev-
elled allegations of fraud.

Jailed former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) with 64 
and former president Asif 
Ali Zardari’s Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) with 43 
seats are placed at number 
two and three respectively, 
the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) said.

Muttahida Ma-

jlis-e-Aml Pakistan 
(MMAP) came fourth 
with 13 seats, it said.

Thirteen indepen-
dent candidates have 
also won and would play 
important roles as the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) needs their sup-
port to form the govern-
ment at the Centre.

Karachi-based Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement 
Pakistan (MQMP), which 
ruled the city for de-
cades, managed to get 

just six seats.
The ECP has also re-

leased the total votes 
each political party got in 
the election.

The PTI is on the top 
with 16,857,035 votes, 
followed by the PML-N 
with 12,894,225 and the 
PPP with 6,894,296 votes. 
The independent can-
didates with 6,011,297 
votes are the fourth larg-
est group in terms of 
votes cast, it said.

Among the religious 

parties, the MMAP got 
2,530,452 votes, Teh-
reek-i-Labaik Paki-
stan 2,191,679 and Al-
lah-o-Akhbar Tehreek 
171,441 votes, the ECP 
said.

The ECP also issued 
inal voters’ turnout in 

election of both national 
and provincial assem-
blies, showing 51.7 per 
cent turnout for the Na-
tional Assembly (NA), 
55 per cent for Punjab 
provincial assembly, 47.6 

per cent for Sindh, 45.5 
per cent for Khyber-Pa-
khtuakhwa and 45.2 pr 
cent for Balochistan pro-
vincial assembly.

The provincial re-
sults have been also an-
nounced and the PML-N 
has become the single 
largest party with 129 
seats in Punjab, the PPP 
with 76 in Sindh, the PTI 
with 66 in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and the Baloch-
istan Awami Party with 
15 in Balochistan.

The Tehreek-e-Labaik 
Pakistan (TLP), a party 
of hardline Sunni Brailvi 
sect followers, clinched 
two seats in Sindh as-
sembly. The TLP partici-
pated in elections for the 
irst time after it tasted 

success and fame during 
siege of capital Islam-
abad last year.

However, Al-
lah-o-Akhbar Tehreek 
which was used by loyal-
ists of Ha iz Saeedm was 
badly thrashed.

Imran’s PTI emerges largest party with 116 seats: of icial results

Plane crash 
in Swiss Alps 
kills four
G , J  28 (AFP): 
Four people died when 
their light aircraft crashed 
into the summit of a gla-
cier in the Swiss Alps, po-
lice said today, in the lat-
est fatal accident to hit the 
popular tourist region.

The plane went down 
3,300 metres (10,800 
feet) above sea level at 
4:45 pm (1445 GMT) yes-
terday in an area known 
as the Dunand Pass, police 
in southern Valais canton 
said in a statement.

They identi ied the 
plane as a four-seater 
made by the French irm 
Robin and which had tak-
en off from Sion airport 
for “a pleasure light”.

After receiving an 
alert, authorities dis-
patched rescue teams to 
the summit but found the 
pilot and three passen-
gers dead at the scene.

“The circumstances 
of the accident have not 
yet been determined,” 
police added. 

The victims have not 
yet been formally iden-
tified.

The accident comes 
after an unusually dead-
ly winter season in the 
Swiss Alps that saw mul-
tiple hikers killed in a se-
ries of avalanches.
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A , J  28 (AFP): 
A woman has died in 
hospital taking the death 
toll from Greece’s worst 
wild ires to 88, many of 
them children, of icials 
said today.

The unnamed woman 
in her 40’s had been in 
hospital since ire rav-
aged the seaside village 
of Mati, east of the capital 
Athens, on Monday.

The Health Ministry 
said a dozen other peo-
ple remained in hospital 
with serious injuries.

Forensics experts 
have faced a dif icult 
task trying to identify the 
bodies of those who per-
ished, many completely 
charred.

A private detective 
employed by one family 
which lost three children 
and their grandparents 
told reporters Friday 
night that nine year-old 
twins Sophia and Vassili-
ki had been identi ied.

They were found 
wrapped in the embrace 
of their grandparents 
among 26 bodies out-
side a villa near the sea 
at Mati.

Greek Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras said Friday 
he assumed “political 
responsibility” for the 
tragedy as a bitter debate 
raged over who was to 
blame.

The opposition ear-
lier accused the gov-

ernment of refusing 
to take responsibility 
after it said arson was 
suspected.

Of icials citing in-
formation from satellite 
maps have said that 13 
ires broke out Monday 

at the same time across 
the Attica region.

At a cabinet meeting 
broadcast live, Tsipras 
said he wanted “to as-
sume completely before 
the great Greek people 
the political responsibil-
ity for this tragedy”.

“I believe that is what 
the prime minister and 
the government should 
do,” he added.

The government has 
come in for strong crit-

icism over its response 
to the disaster despite 
a 40-million-euro relief 
fund.

Experts have said that 
a mix of poor urban plan-
ning, including a lack of 
proper access routes and 
the construction of too 
many buildings next to 
combustible forest areas, 
contributed to what were 
Europe’s worst wild ires 
this century.

The ires struck 
coastal villages popular 
with holidaymakers and 
burned with such feroc-
ity that most people led 
to the safety of the sea 
with just the clothes on 
their backs.

Death toll climbs to 88 from Greek wild ires
T , J  28 (AP): 
Heavy rain fell on parts 
of Japan and airlines can-
celled lights today as 
an approaching typhoon 
threatened to dump more 
rain on a region devas-
tated by loods and land-
slides earlier this month.

Typhoon Jongdari 
was heading west along 
Japan’s Paci ic coast and 
was expected to make 
landfall in central Japan 
overnight. 

It had maximum sus-
tained winds of 126 kilo-
meters per hour (78 miles 
per hour) with gusts up to 
180 kph (112 mph).

Many lights were de-
layed or cancelled at Narita 

and Haneda, the two main 
airports serving Tokyo. 

Most of the cancel-
lations were domestic, 
though some international 
travellers were stranded.

The storm brought in-
termittent heavy rain and 
windy conditions to To-
kyo and a wide swath of 
the surrounding area.

After making landfall, 
it is forecast to continue 

west, where residents 
were bracing for more 
rain in an area still re-
covering from unusually 
heavy rains that killed 
more than 200 people in 
early July.

Authorities issued 
evacuation advisories 
ahead of the storm, warn-
ing of possible landslides 
and river looding.

Heavy rain, cancelled lights as 
typhoon approaches Japan
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ARIES: Realize that you’re the one 
responsible for cleaning up your own 
mess, Aries. If you’ve left your dirty 
clothes on the fl oor and the dishes 
unwashed, you will be the one who has 
to pay the consequences later on. Take 
responsibility for your actions. Today 
is an excellent day to do your laundry 
and clean the mess in the sink. You’ll 
feel better about yourself and your 
immediate environment after you do.
TAURUS: Things should be going your 
way right now, Taurus. Feel confi dent 
about yourself and your decisions. Let 
your inner glow radiate outward and 
show people that you have a great 
deal of love to off er. Practice what you 
preach. You lose respect when you act 
contrary to the way in which you insist 
the people around you act. Feel your 
power from within as opposed to trying 
to get it from others.

GEMINI: Follow through on your 
promises today, Gemini. You may be 
generous with your words and advice, 
but you might fall a bit short when 
it comes to actually delivering the 
goods. This is a great time to prove 
to others that you mean what you say. 
Do the things that you said you would. 
You’ll be able to accomplish quite a 
bit as long as you maintain a focused 
and positive mindset.
CANCER: Don’t get discouraged by 
other people’s failures today, Cancer. 
There may be signs that warn you of 
potential roadblocks ahead, but this 
doesn’t mean that you should turn your 
car around or give up on your goal. 
Perhaps you only need to slow down 
the pace or select a new route. Either 
way, you have the perseverance and 
inner drive to accomplish any task you 
undertake.

LEO: Don’t get thrown off  your path, 
Leo. Focus inward and concentrate on 
the tasks at hand. This may not be the 
most lighthearted and jovial day, but 
one must always take the good with the 
bad. Use the sober, grounding tone of 
today’s energy to get down to business 
and stay there. Work now, play later! 
Remember the story about the ant and 
the grasshopper. Now is the time to 
store provisions for the future.
VIRGO: Things should be fl owing 
quite well for you today, Virgo. Take 
this opportunity and use the energy to 
its full potential. Center yourself and 
look at the weeks ahead. Where do 
you want to be in two months? Where 
do you want to be in two years? 
Now is the time to take stock of what 
you’ve got and plan for future growth. 
You have a great deal going for you, 
so don’t waste your time on frivolity.

LIBRA: Today is a great day to 
gather data for a new project you’re 
working on, Libra. Put your nose to 
the grindstone and make some major 
progress on an important job. Find 
comfort in your work. Make sure, 
however, that the work you’re engaged 
in is something that feeds your soul 
as opposed to just put money in your 
pocket. This is critical to maintaining a 
healthy mind and spirit.
SCORPIO: It’s obvious how much you 
like to dream, Scorpio. Certainly, this 
is an important part of your existence. 
Realize that there comes a time when 
you must face reality. This is one of 
those days when you need to bite the 
bullet and deal with your bills. Take 
care of annoying errands that you’ve 
been putting off . Send the letters that 
have piled up on your desk for days. 
Stop making excuses.

SAGITTARIUS: Stop wasting your 
energy on things that have no real 
relevance in your life, Sagittarius. This 
is a day to focus your attention on the 
tasks at hand and get things done. 
Don’t get distracted by the blinking 
neon lights. Stay tuned to your own 
channel. It might not be a bad idea to 
adopt more of a critical tone so you 
don’t get caught up in issues that 
don’t pertain to you.
CAPRICORN: Delight in all your 
projects today, Capricorn. You should 
enjoy a positive mood and pleasurable 
experiences with others. Let the good 
times roll. Your ego and emotions 
should be acting harmoniously. You 
have every reason to smile, so keep 
grinning from ear to ear. You’re able 
to get a lot accomplished if you so 
choose. Adjust your compass, check 
the prevailing winds, and set sail.

AQUARIUS: Today isn’t a great day 
for inspiring enthusiasm in others, 
Aquarius. You might fi nd that there’s 
a sober, conservative tone to the 
day that’s stealing the fuel from your 
fi re. Realize that this is just part of 
the natural cycle of things. Don’t feel 
that you need to be up and active 
all the time. Give yourself a rest and 
focus your energy inward. Settle your 
nerves and get down to business.
PISCES: Today is an excellent day in 
which you should be able to ground 
your emotions and fi nd a greater 
amount of stability in your life. As you 
walk down the street, be conscious of 
the Earth below you. Plant your feet 
fi rmly on the ground and realize that 
you’re a living part and product of this 
great planet. Don’t separate yourself 
from Mother Nature - you are her 
child. Respect her.

CHRIS HEMSWORTH’S SHIRTLESS WORKOUT ROUTINE: Did it suddenly get really hot 
in here? Perhaps it was this new video of Chris Hemsworththat suddenly has our 
temperatures rising. The blockbuster star put on his boxing gloves for a round 
with with his trainer, Luke Zocchi, while his assistant Aaron Grist did the honor of 
videotaping for fans to see. Shirtless, barefoot and with his usual Thor physique, 
the action star jumped into the workout and did not have mercy on Zocchi, who took 
a kick to the face from the actor.  “Outdoor session in London for MIB!! Cheers to @
zocothebodypro for posing as an alien and letting me beat up on him,” Hemsworth 
tweeted along with the clip. “Sorry for the boot in the face.”

While Demi Lovatore-
mains hospitalized 

following an apparent over-
dose, her devoted fans show-
ered her with support from 
across the country. 

The Grammy nominee 
was slated to perform in At-
lantic City Thursday night at 
9:15 p.m. However, on the 
heels of her emergency hos-
pitalization on Tuesday, Live-
Nation con irmed to E! News 
that the headliner was with-
drawn from the performance. 

“Tickets will be valid to at-
tend the Lauv performance on 
July 26 along with The Chain-
smokers show on July 29 as 
part of the Atlantic City Beach-
Fest Concert Series,” a spokes-
man announced. “Refunds are 
also available at point of pur-
chase if preferred.”

Nevertheless, dozens of 
fans demonstrated their re-
lentless support by heading 
to Atlantic City in Lovato’s 

absence, sporting T-shirts 
with her face on them and 
holding signs of encourage-
ment for the performer with 
messages like “Stay Strong.” 

E! News spoke exclusively 
with Paige Robison and Jake 
Rudzinski, who helped orga-
nize the last-minute gather-
ing. “A couple days ago with 

the events that happened 
with Demi, we found out that 
the show was canceled, and 
a lot of people traveled from 
Canada, Indiana, Illinois, Chi-
cago. We were all looking 
forward to the concert and 
the disappointment of it not 
going on, it being canceled, it 
motivated me to want to still 

get the people who traveled 
all this way together to show 
our support to Demi, to let 
her know that we love her, 
we care for her and we’re go-
ing to stand by her,” Robison 
told E! News.

“I felt like in this time we 
needed to be around people 
who understood what we 
were going through. This fan-
dom is a family and it made 
us feel connected and we 
couldn’t thank Demi more for 
that and we just wanted to 
show our support for her.”

Using social media to 
spread the word, fans head-
ed to Atlantic City boardwalk 
to participate. Once together, 
the Lovatics, as Demi’s fans 
are nicknamed, did the hon-
ors for the star as they broke 
out into her hits like “Con-
ident” and her recently re-

leased “Sober.”

Demi Lovato Fans Perform in Atlantic City 
to Show Their Support in Her Absence

G , J  28 (PTI): Bol-
lywood superstar Shah Rukh 
Khan has appreciated the use 
of his signature romantic pose 
of outstretched arms by the 
Assam Police to create traf ic 
awareness in the state.

Responding to an Assam 
police of icer’s tweet, Shah 
Rukh, popularly known as 
‘Badshah of Bollywood’, 
tweeted yesterday “the best 
message I think this pose has 
conveyed. Please please fol-
low traf ic rules.”

Jalukbari ACP Ponjit 
Dowerah had on Thursday 
on his twitter handle posted 
a graphic with the message: 
“The universal pose of @
iamsrk has touched all down 
the ages, but please read the 
message also #FollowTraf i-
cRules @MorigaonPolice @

Darrangpol @cachar_police 
@KamrupPolice”.

The graphic has a silhou-
ette of ‘King Khan’ with one 
of his outstretched hands 

holding a placard reading 
“Traf ic niyam ka kripaya 
palan kare” (please follow 
traf ic rules) and a vehicle 
with a driver in front.

The Assam Police has been 
using the social media to cre-
ate awareness about social 
issues and also on road safety.

SRK lauds Assam police for using
his pose for Road Safety

DJ Khaled has another 
hit on his hands!

On Friday morning, the re-
cord producer released 

his new track titled “No 
Brainer” on Apple Music.

Featuring Justin Bieber, 
Chance the Rapper and Qua-
vo, the fresh song is one DJ 
Khaled thinks new and old 
fans will be singing along to 
instantly.

“Not only do we have an-
other one—this is not only 
an anthem. This is going to be 
one of the biggest anthems in 
the world,” he shared with 
Zane Lowe on Beats 1 on Ap-
ple Music. “I want to say I love 
you and I appreciate you. You 
all the reason why I go hard 
every single day and moti-
vate me to be in the studio to 
create some of the most his-
toric biggest anthems.”

During the interview DJ 
Khaled also revealed his new 

album Father of Asahd will 
have 11 songs. 

As for how he got Justin to 

be featured on the song, let’s 
just say these two go way 
back and have a solid friend-

ship on and off stage.
“I’m always grate-

ful for the relationship. 
I’m a big fan of his mu-
sic from day one. And 
when I reach out to 
him, I FaceTimed him, 
and the record had the 
vibe and I wanted to 
present it to him. So I 
reached out to him and 
I FaceTimed him, and I 
said, ‘Yo Bieber, what’s 
good?’” DJ Khaled re-
called. “If you don’t 
want to do it, I under-
stand, but I couldn’t 
sleep at night if I didn’t 
play it for you. And he 
smiled, and it was a 
smile and love, and he 
was like, man, send 
that.  And I said I’d send 
it right now.”

He continued, “Usu-
ally, I like to be there to 

play music,  but he texted me 
back immediately. He said It’s 

amazing. This is super amaz-
ing, let’s go. Love it. Not only is 
God the greatest… that’s Justin 
Bieber. He don’t do many col-
laborations or features at all.”

While the Grammy nomi-
nee is more than excited for 
the new track, this is only the 
beginning when it comes to 
his upcoming album.

Because it marks DJ 
Khaled’s eleventh album, 
there will be 11 songs fea-
tured on the album—even 
though he recorded more. 
And although he’s found suc-
cess in hits like “I’m the One” 
and “Wild Thoughts” there 
are many more to come.

“Each song I’m making, 
I’m making it perfect,” he 
teased. “Basically, if I can’t get 
what I want and get a sound 
and produce the vibe I want, 
then it got to stick to it, until I 
get it right. I’m not trying just 
to turn the album in.  I want 
to make this the album.”

DJ Khaled’s New Song “No Brainer” features Justin Bieber

Carrie Fisher’s legacy 
lives on through the Star 

Wars films.
The cast for Star Wars: 

Episode IX has been an-
nounced and the actress will 
be reprising her role as Leia 
Organa in the inal install-
ment of the series.

Lucas ilm made the excit-
ing announcement today on 
the of icial Star Wars web-
site, where the names of the 
entire cast are listed.

J.J. Abrams said that with-

out Carrie they don’t believe 
they could ind a “truly satis-
fying conclusion to the Sky-
walker saga.”

“We were never going 
to recast, or use a CG char-
acter. With the support and 
blessing from her daughter, 
Billie, we have found a way 
to honor Carrie’s legacy and 
role as Leia in Episode IX by 
using unseen footage we shot 
together in Episode VII,” the 
director explained.

Carrie Fisher to Appear in Star Wars: 
Episode IX Using “Unseen Footage”


