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Govt decision to relieve temp 
employees raises eyebrows

CS issues follow-
up “corrigendum” 
announcing govt 
will take extension 
of temp services 
into consideration
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul:

The recent Cabinet decision to 
terminate services of govern-

ment employees who had com-
pleted their respective “tenures” 
was received with much delight 
by the lay people and party sup-
porters since it appeared to be in 
line with the SKM promise to end 
the practice of keeping hand-picked 
government servants on service ex-
tension and re-employment.

The Cabinet meeting was 
held on 22 July, but it was only 
a day later, when a government 
circular issued by the Chief Sec-
retary started making the rounds 
and fleshed out an aspect of the 
government decision which none 
had been expecting. 

Clearly, the “tenure” men-
tioned by the Cabinet was not 
the service of “regular” senior 
government officers but the ap-
pointment schedules of those on 
temporary employment, or so 
the Circular conveyed.

A Circular issued by the 
Chief Secretary on 22 July, cop-
ies of which started circulating 
on social media only a day later, 
pointed out that the Department 
of Personnel has been receiving re-
quests “time and again” seeking ex-
tension of services of temporary em-
ployees [“adhoc, consolidated etc”] 
appointed as “interim arrangement” 
at various departments.

The Circular went on to high-
light that “recently, thousands of 
candidates” were appointed un-
der the OFOJ scheme “thus all the 
departments now have enough 
manpower and that there is no 
requirement to grant extension 
to temporary employees.”

“Rather, there is an imme-
diate need to relieve those offi-
cers and employees who have 
finished their tenure of appoint-

ments,” the Circular stressed and 
went on to request all Secretaries 
and Heads of Departments “not 
to recommend the cases of ex-
tension of temporary services of 
such employees duly keeping in 
mind the austerity measures and 
need for rapid efficiency being 
adopted by the Government.”

Needless to add, this surprise 
policy decision of the State Gov-
ernment led to much consterna-
tion among the people and today, 
the Chief Secretary issued a “cor-
rigendum” in continuation of the 
Circular of 22 July.

This “corrigendum” conveys 
that the “State Government has 
decided that the extension of 
the services of temporary, ad-
hoc, Muster Roll employees and 
those belonging to consolidated 
category will be taken into con-
sideration after thoroughly ex-
amining the genuineness of their 
actual requirement in respective 
departments.” 

“Same shall be subject to final 
approval by the State Govern-
ment,” the Corrigendum states.

SKm drivers’ front gears up to 
celebrate Chalak Diwas on 27 July

Bhaichung bats for promotion-
relegation system in India

SaGaR ChhetRi
Gangtok, 24 Jul: 

Chalak Morcha, the 
drivers’ front of the 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha, has announced plans 
to celebrate state-level 
Chalak Diwas in a grand 
manner on 27 July at 
Namchi helipad in South 
Sikkim. SKM president, 
Chief Minister PS Tamang 
[Golay], is scheduled to 
attend as the chief guest, 
it is informed.

It may be recalled 
that during a meeting 
on 07 January this year, 
the SKM president had 

announced that 27 July 
will henceforth be cele-
brated as Chalak Diwas 
by the party to honour 
the contributions of the 
driver community. This 
announcement was also 
included in the election 

manifesto of the party.
Addressing a press 

conference here today, 
Chalak Morcha general 
secretary, Raju Thatal, 
stated that the day will be 
exclusively dedicated to 

turn to pg02

New Delhi, July 24 (PTI): 
India must introduce the 
promotion-relegation sys-
tem with bigger pool of 
teams, said football icon 
Bhaichung Bhutia, hinting 
that merger of I League and 
ISL is the way forward.

Former captain Bhut-
ia did not say it in as many 
words but it appeared he 
was not against the idea 
of merger to settle the 
controversy surrounding 
the Indian Super League 
and the I-League.

“I am not talking 
about merger. We need 
to have bigger number of 
teams with separate di-
visions, say 1st, 2nd and 
3rd divisions, where we 

can have relegation and 
promotion system. This 
is what the format is all 
across the world and I think 
we need to get into that for-
mat soon,” Bhutia said.

He spoke on the side-
lines of a knowledge ses-
sion on ‘Intergrity in Sports’ 
organised by the All India 
Gaming Federation and in-
dustry body, FICCI.

Bhutia was of the 
opinion that the I-League 
clubs’ move to approach 
FIFA won’t work as the 
world body will eventual-
ly pass the buck on to the 
AIFF to clear the mess.

Top I-League clubs 
such as Minerva Punjab, 
Mohun Bagan and East 

Bengal have written to 
FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino, asking for his 
help in their fight for sur-
vival in Indian football.

Churchill Brothers, 
Aizawl FC and Gokulam 
Kerala FC are among the 
six clubs to have written 
to the sport’s global body, 
with Minerva owner Ran-
jit Bajaj signing the letter.

The clubs’ biggest bone 
of contention is the top tier 
status accorded to Indian 
Super League by the All 
India Football Federation 
(AIFF) as per the Master 
Right Agreement (MRA) 
signed between the AIFF 
and IMG-Reliance in 2010.
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Gangtok to be connected 
by rail by March 2022

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 
The railways is set to link 
Sikkim’s capital Gangtok 
to capitals of all north-
eastern states by March 
2022, a senior official 
said on Wednesday.

With this linkage, all 
the seven northeastern 
state capitals will be con-
nected to the national 
railway network, the rail-
ways official added.

The capitals of Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Tripura have been already 
been connected by broad 
gauge rail network.

Work on new broad 
gauge lines has been tak-
en up to connect the other 
state capitals -- Megha-
laya (Shillong), Manipur 
(Imphal), Nagaland (Ko-
hima), Mizoram (Aizawl) 
-- which is expected to be 

completed by 2020.
In Sikkim, the project 

has been riddled with 
land acquisition issues. 
The project of laying a 
broad gauge line from 
Sivok to Rangpo of length 
45 km was sanctioned 
in 2008-09, however, the 
project has been in limbo 
since then with just 19 per 
cent of work being com-
pleted so far, officials said.

“There are land ac-
quisition issues and the 
extremely challenging 
terrain in the entire 
northeast which we have 
to deal with while taking 
on such projects. Howev-
er, we have already com-
pleted 45 per cent of the 
work in projects of the 
northeast. We hope to 
bring Sikkim on the na-
tional railways’ map by 

March 2022,” said a se-
nior official.

Among the most sig-
nificant of the ongoing 
projects is the 111 km 
Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal 
line, 64 per cent of which 
has been completed so 
far will not only put the 
Manipur capital on the 
railway map in the next 
couple of years but also 
prepare grounds for tak-
ing the railways to Moreh 
on the Myanmar border 
and beyond to become 
part of the proposed 
Trans-Asian Railway.

A 10 km section 
from Jiribam-Vaingai-
chungpao has already 
been completed.

In Mizoram’s capi-
tal Aizawl, the Bhaira-
bi-Sairang 51.38 km line 
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North Bengal 
braces for 
deluge again, 
south remains 
parched
Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI): 
Low-lying areas in North 
Bengal are staring at a 
flood-like situation yet 
again, with heavy rain 
lashing the region since 
Tuesday and the Met 
department predicting 
another deluge over the 
next two days.

In the districts of Dar-
jeeling, Kalimpong, Jal-
paiguri, Coochbehar and 
Alipurduar, the weather-
man has forecast heavy 
to very heavy rain till 
Friday.

South Bengal, on the 
other hand, continues 
to remain parched with 
very little rainfall since 
the onset of monsoon.

The Met department, 
however, offered a ray 
of hope for the south-
ern districts, forecast-
ing moderate rain from 
Thursday.

In North Bengal, Sili-
guri recorded the highest 
rainfall in 24 hours till 
8.30 am on Wednesday 
at 181.4 mm.

Among other areas 
that experienced down-
pour, Coochbehar re-
corded 73.2 mm rainfall, 
Jalpaiguri 40.6 mm, Dar-
jeeling 37.3 mm and Mal-
da 39.9 mm, the Met said.

The sub-himalayan dis-
tricts of West Bengal had re-
ceived very heavy rain last 
week, leading to the inun-
dation of catchment areas 
of several rivers, including 
Teesta, Sankosh, Torsa, and 
Mahananda.

With the situation im-
proving during the week-
end, water level in these 
rivers had subsided, but the 
latest round of downpour 
has brought back fears of 
flooding in the low-lying ar-
eas of north Bengal.

The weatherman also 
predicted thunderstorm 
with lightning and heavy 
rain in the districts of Gan-
getic West Bengal over the 
course of three days.

First EWC hosted in Sikkim by AIC-SMUTBI Majitar
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul:

AIC-SMU Technology 
Business Incubation 

Foundation (SMUTBI), 
Majitar Sikkim, one of the 
100 world class incubator 
of Govt of India, envisioned 
and fully supported by Atal 
Innovation Mission, NITI 
Aayog, Govt of India, host-
ed the First Entrepreneur-
ship World Cup (EWC) 
Regional Finals in Collab-
oration with MiSK (the 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Foundation 
of Dubai), in partnership with the 
Global Entrepreneurship Network 
and The Global Education & Lead-
ership Foundation (tGELF).

With around 30,000 registra-
tions from across the nation and 
seven cities hosting the regional 
finals, 20 teams were selected for 
each regional finals. The winning 
teams from each region will pro-
ceed to the National Finals in Del-
hi on 03 Aug, 2019. The winner 
in Delhi would represent India at 

the Global Finals in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia on 12 Nov, 2019 with prizes 
worth $5 million.

There were 16 start-up partici-
pating teams judged by 5 premiere 
judges from around the nation. 
The team of Editor-in-chief, Karma 
Palzor, East Mojo, Founder/CEO of 
iShippo, Karma Bhutia, MeGoYo, 
Niko, CTO/ Founder Member of 
Smarter Specs, Mr Krishanu Seal, 
Singapore, Vice President (Legal), 
Rupesh Mishra, Executive Capital, 
and Mentor cum Program Direc-
tor at inQ innovation, Mr Deba-

sis Chakraborty evaluated all the 
start-ups to decide who proceeds 
to the national finals. 

The inaugural ceremony saw 
the presence of Vice Chancellor, 
SMU, Lt Gen (Dr) Venkatesh as the 
Chief Guest and Hon’ble Minister, 
Karma Loday Bhutia, Department 
of Science and Technology as the 
Chief Guest for the second half of 
the day. Joint Secretary, N Jaswant, 
Commerce and Industries Depart-
ment was the Guest of Honor for 
the event. In the presence of tGELF
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Classifieds

UrGeNTly reqUIreD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WaNteD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GeNeRal iNfoRmatioN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

affiDaVit
I Mrs Dadiki Sherpa wife of Naresh Sherpa (Army 
No, 3001787P, Rank- HAV(GD)). Resident of village 
Tadong, Tehsil – Gangtok, Dist- East Sikkim as per 
affidavit my actual Date of Birth is 05/02/1982 for 
all  future  official purpose.

has been 58.43 per cent completed, while in Na-
galand’s capital Kohima, the railways has made a 
progress of 25.23 per cent in the Dimapur - Zubza 
82.5 km line.

In Shillong, Meghalaya, the Tetelia Byrnihat 
21.50 km line has seen a progress of 40 per cent 
while a 10 km section from Tetelia-Kamlajari has 
been completed.

Another line in the state, the 108.40 km Byrni-
hat Shillong line has only seen progress of around 
5 per cent.

Gangtok to be...

Bhutia is confident that AIFF will sort out all the 
issues.

“I can’t really comment on the federation and 
what is right and what is wrong but I am sure there 
are challenges for the federation as well. It’s not that 
the federation is not doing anything. I welcome (AIFF 
President) Praful Patel’s statement few days ago 
where he said that within few years the two leagues 
will be merged,” he said.

“I think we should be looking at leagues at differ-
ent level with promotion and relegation system. It 
might take time but we should get into that structure.

“At the end of the day the game should go on. The 
game should be orgainsed in a bigger and better way.”

Bhutia, nicknamed as the Sikkimese Snipper, also 
said the federation needs to give time to new coach 
Igor Stimac to settle and the home team’s below-par 
performance at the Intercontinental Cup shouldn’t be 
take much seriously.

Going into the tournament as defending champi-
ons, India failed to progress to the final, losing two 
games while drawing one.

“We have a fairly new coach so it will take time for 
him to build a new team with new players. Our de-
fenders have been hampered by a lot of injuries. He 
has not watched Indian football before coming here. 
The Intercontinental was more about seeing the play-
ers, getting the right combination, giving opportuni-
ties to a lot of young players,” Bhutia said.

India has been handed a relatively easy draw in 
the second round of 2022 World Cup qualifiers as 
they are pitted against Qatar, Oman, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan in Group E.

“I think we were very lucky with the draw because our 
ranking was much better. Only Qatar looks a difficult team 
but overall we are fairly in a decent position this time,”

Eight years after retiring from international foot-
ball, Bhutia is likely to return to the ground once more 
as he is likely to don East Bengal colours for a brief 
period in a match to mark the centenary celebrations.

“East Bengal is celebrating its centenary so there 
are talks going on in between me and the club that I 
should officially retire from club football with the team 
that gave me my career’s first opportunity,” he said.

Bhaichung bats...

the driver community. He underlined that this was not 
only the first for Sikkim, but it could possibly be a first 
of its kind observation in the world. 

He said that the main objective of the celebration 
was to extend honour and respect to drivers for their 
contributions towards the society.

“We want to invite all men and women drivers and 
people of the State to come together for this state-lev-
el celebration,” Mr Thatal said.

Chalak Morcha vice-president, Chung Chung Bhu-
tia, further stated that SKM has always been working 
on the interests and welfare of drivers of the State and 
that this event was a continuation of the same com-
mitment. 

He added that SKM also wants to set an example in 
the country by celebrating Chalak Diwas so that oth-
ers will also follow suit.

He added that all government and private driver 
associations and organisations have been invited for 
the celebration and more than 5,000 drivers are ex-
pected to attend the celebrations during which the CM 
is likely to make several announcements in the inter-
est of the drivers of Sikkim.  

SKm drivers’...

officials and the guests, the event was hosted by Khu-
shboo Gurung and Nikola Okero (tGELF). Chief Guest, 
SMU Vice Chancellor, Lt Gen (Dr) Venkatesh, address-
ing the function mentioned the day to be historical 
and praised the enthusiasm of all the participants to 
come all the way to Sikkim for the event. 

The first half of the day saw the pitching compe-
tition where all the start-ups ranging from ideation 
stage to established ones presented their ideas to the 
present mass. 

The second half of the day also saw a simultane-
ous 1st Cohort screening done for the entrepreneurs 
of Sikkim for AIC- SMU Technology Business Incuba-
tion Foundation (SMUTBI), Majitar by CTO/ Founder 
Member of Smarter Specs, Krishanu Seal, Singapore, 
Vice President (Legal), Mr Rupesh Mishra, Executive 
Capital, and Mentor cum Program Director at inQ 
innovation, Mr Debasis Chakraborty along with the 
winners been declared for the First Entrepreneurship 
World Cup (EWC) Regional Finals.

Eventuate Innovations Pvt. Ltd. for Ezy Spit from 
Nagpur was declared the winner of the Sikkim leg. 
Pavingplus and Primary Health Tech. were two teams 
who received special mention from the jury.

first eWC...

61St State leVel BaNKeR’S Committee meetiNG

CM wants 100% financial inclusion by March 2020
Bankers 
point out 
connectivity 
as a challenge 
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul:

The 61st State Level 
Banker’s Committee 

Meeting was held in the 
conference hall of Chin-
tan Bhawan today. The 
Chief Minister who was 
to be the chief guest of 
the programme could not 
attend the meeting due 
to urgent engagements, 
however, Cabinet Minis-
ters Kunga Nima Lepcha, 
Lok Nath Sharma, Arun 
Upreti, Dr Mani Kumar 
Sharma along with the 
Chief Secretary AK Shri-
vastava were present on 
the occasion, an IPR re-
lease informs.

Chief General Manag-
er- State Bank of India, 
Ranjan Kumar Mishra; 
General Manager-Re-
serve Bank of India 
(Gangtok), RV Sangvai; 
General Manager-NAB-
ARD (Gangtok), R Tsher-
ing; Regional Manag-
er-SBI, Aftab Ahmed Mal-
lick and representatives 
of various banks were 
present. Head of Depart-
ments, officials and the 
press attended the meet-
ing as well. 

GM RBI, Mr Sangvai 

expressed his happi-
ness and delight at the 
presence and partici-
pation of the Cabinet 
Ministers and their in-
terest in the financial 
affairs of the state. 

He said that while 
main branches have ac-
cess to digital portal cer-
tification, he would look 
into all branches to have 
the same facility but also 
keep in mind the sug-
gestions put forward by 
the Ministers in catering 
to those illiterate and in 
need of services and help 
with technology.

Chief General Man-
ager SBI, Mr Mishra, 
talked about the lim-
itations faced by the 
banking institutes but 
he also expressed that 
banks empower an in-

dividual to make a dif-
ference in the lives of 
the general public.

He put forth the var-
ious economic develop-
ments that have hap-
pened in the region and 
also stated that connec-
tivity is a major problem 
faced by banks.

He informed that they 
have held co-ordination 
meetings and discus-
sions with network 
companies like BSNL for 
better functioning of the 
banks. 

The Chief Secretary 
read out the Chief Min-
ister’s message, which 
included his apology for 
not being able to attend 
the programme due to 
pressing engagements. 
He thanked the Commit-
tee for giving him the 

opportunity to be a part 
of it.  The Chief Secre-
tary conveyed that the 
Chief Minister feels that 
focus should be given in 
achieving 100% financial 
inclusion by the end of 
March 2020. 

The substantial im-
provement in CD ratio 
from 40.9% to 47.1% in 
the financial year 2017–
2018 to 2018–2019 
will eventually stand at 
79.5% after taking credit 
from outside the state, it 
was informed.

In his message, the 
Chief Minister expressed 
his gratitude and ac-
knowledged the banks 
for their tremendous 
work in providing credit 
linkages to the Self-Help 
Groups with the help of 
SRLM in the North, East 

and NERLP in the South 
and West Districts 
which have further 
enhanced the agricul-
ture-related activities. 

The Chief Minister 
relayed through the mes-
sage that he would like 
to call upon all bankers 
to inculcate the habit of 
banking through aware-
ness at the grass-root lev-
el and that banks should 
focus on organizing Fi-
nancial Literacy Camps 
at School/College levels, 
indicating that students 
play a vital role in the 
progress of our country 
through digitization.

A 29-page agenda pa-
per containing information 
and details of the annual 
credit plan was distributed, 
the release mentions.

Addressing that 

meeting, the Chief Sec-
retary expressed his 
pleasure at the presence 
of the four Cabinet Min-
isters on the occasion, 
despite the Chief Minis-
ter’s absence. He asked 
the gathering to give a 
standing ovation to the 
Ministers who had read-
ily displayed attendance 
in the programme.

The Ministers also 
addressed the meeting 
wherein they put forth 
their suggestions. Re-
gional Manager SBI, Mr 
Mallick answered que-
ries made during the 
session by the Chief Sec-
retary and other Minis-
ters regarding various 
schemes. 

Principal Direc-
tor-cum Secretary 
(FS&AD), Khorlo Bhu-
tia responded to agri-
culture-based schemes 
and plans while Com-
missioner (RMDD), P 
Senthil spoke on the 
various Self-Help Group 
schemes and banking 
facilities provided by 
the department. 

The afternoon ses-
sion included a meeting 
of the SLBC with the 
Chief Secretary, where 
the points that were 
highlighted in the morn-
ing session was talked 
over in detail, keeping 
in mind the annual cred-
it plan.

South deptts meet to coordinate efforts

Namchi, 24 Jul (IPr): 
District Collector (South), 
Ragul K chaired a coor-
dination meeting with 
all the line departments 
under South District at 
the conference hall of 
DAC, Namchi today. The 
meeting was attended 
by SP South, Prawin Gu-
rung, ADC South, Satyen 
K Pradhan, ADC Devel-
opment, SDMs, heads of 
department, represen-
tatives from institutions 
and organisations, and 
other officials from vari-
ous departments.

The meeting was con-
vened to review and take 
full stock of issues pend-
ing with different depart-
ments, institutions and 
organisations.

At the onset, DC South 
spoke at length about 

the importance of im-
proved coordination and 
transparent accountability 
among the various line de-
partments as this will lead 
for an effective implemen-
tations of various schemes, 
projects and proposals of 
the State Government. 

He added that all fu-
ture actions which the 
line departments under-
take should be intimated 
to the office of the DC and 
the SP. 

\While deliberating 
on issues of water scar-
city, electricity, roads 
and internet connectivity 
faced by various organi-
sations and institutions, 
the DC asked the con-
cerned officials to look 
into and expedite this 
process especially that of 
road connectivity. 

He also directed the 
officials to inspect the 
damaged entry gate at 
the Government Degree 
College, Kamrang on pri-
ority basis.

Likewise, he has also 
suggested the concerned 
officials to float a proposal 
concerning the roof top of 
Kisan Bazar for the usage 
of various sports activities 
to be carried by Sports Au-
thority of India, Namchi.

Similarly, for con-
struction of toilet and 
water tank at Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalaya 
(JNV), Rabongla, the DC 
requested ADC Develop-
ment to looked into the 
matter right away. 

The imperative need 
for wide publicity with 
regard to the application 
for admissions in class VI 

at JNV Rabongla for the 
students exclusively of 
the south district includ-
ing its last date i.e. 15th 
of Sepetember, 2019 was 
also discussed.

The meeting also had 
an elaborate conversa-
tion on the various on-
going matters relating 
to land, water, electricity. 
Agendas pertaining to 
NERLP, Nehru Yuva Ken-
dra, CCCT, Sikkim Univer-
sity, SAI Namchi, NHIDCL 
and other instituions 
were also touched upon.

During the course 
of the meeting, the in-
complete infrastructure 
works which required 
immediate attention 
from the District admin-
istration and concerned 
authorities were also 
discussed.

preparatory meeting for i-Day 
celebration held in Namchi

Namchi, 24 Jul (IPr): A 
preparatory meeting for 
the grand celebration of 
the 73rd District Level 
Independence Day Cele-
bration, 2019 was held at 
the DAC Conference Hall, 
Namchi today.

The meeting was 
chaired by DC (South), 
Ragul K also had pres-
ence of SP (South), Praw-
in Gurung, ADC (South), 
Satyen K Pradhan, SDM 
(HQ), Hemant Rai along 
with HODs of Line De-
partments, representa-
tives of Central Govern-
ment Agencies and NGOs 
from South District.

Addressing the gath-
ering, DC (South), Ragul 
K spoke about the im-
portance of celebrating 
Independence Day. He 
underlined the various 
roles and responsibilities 
provided to line depart-
ments and urged them to 
work collectively and in 
effective co-ordination in 
order to make this Indepen-
dence Day a successful one. 

The DC highlighted 
about the various lines 
of activities scheduled 
to be showcased during 
Independence Day cel-
ebration which will 
be held at Singhithang 
ground, Namchi. He also 
overviewed the various 
responsibilities allocated 
to the line departments 
and other stakeholder.

SP (South), Mr Gu-
rung also urged every de-
partment to participate 
in this celebration amidst 
much enthusiasm. He fur-
ther shared his views for 
effective partaking from 
all line departments in-
cluding students, ex-ser-
vice men and public. He 
also highlighted that the 
Independence Day will 
involve Band Display, ful-
ly fledged ceremonial pa-
rade and other activities.

Moreover, a brief in-
teraction session was 
also held wherein vari-
ous suggestions and pro-
posals were put forth by 
the attendees.

North prepares for Measles-Rubella campaign
Mangan, 24 Jul (IPr): 
The second District Task 
Force meeting on Mea-
sles-Rubella (MR) was 
held here at the cham-
ber of the District Col-
lector, North, today. The 
month-long District 
Level MR campaign 
will have a total of 381 
sessions in 17 different 
schools and 16 ICDS 
centre of the District. 
The said campaign will 
conclude in the first 
week of September 
2019.

The meeting chaired 
by the District Collector, 
North, Rinzing Chewang 
Bhutia, had the presence 

of the Chief Medical Of-
ficer, North, DC Sharma, 
Joint Director, Human 
Resources and Devel-
opment Department, 
North, Deelak Pradhan, 
District Reproductive 
and Child Health Offi-
cer, Dr Purna Basnett, 
Pediatrician, DHM, Dr 
Roshan Poudyal, DPM, 
BK Nepal, Health Educa-
tor, Rinchen Bhutia and 
CDPOs of North District.

The main agenda of 
the meeting was to dis-
cuss and prepare mea-
sures for MR vaccina-
tion campaign which is 
scheduled to begin on 
29 July in the district. 

Presiding over the 
meeting, DC, Mr Bhut-
ia, asked the DTF team 
to make all necessary 
provisions before the 
commencement of MR 
campaign, so that the 
DTF team can handle 
any unforeseen incident 
that may take place in 
the course of campaign. 
He further asked them 
to work in close co-ordi-
nation with school facul-
ty in order to achieve 100 
percent outcome.

Furthermore, Mr 
Bhutia asked the house 
to ensure proper main-
tenance of “Cold Chain 
Point” in case of power 

outage. He also instruct-
ed the DTF team to keep 
on standby an ambulance 
vehicle during the vacci-
nation session in case of 
adverse event following 
immunization (AEFI).

During the meeting, 
Mr Bhutia has assured to 
extend all possible help 
from his end to the DTF 
team so as to make the 
mission a success.  

Dr Sharma gave the 
background of MR cam-
paign and updated the 
house about the MR cam-
paign that is schedule to 
kick-off on 29 July from 
Mangan Senior Second-
ary School.
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Governor meets delegation of teachers

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad grant-

ed audience to a group 
of 35 persons including 
training coordinators 
and participants from a 
career counselling train-
ing of trainers (ToT) at 
Raj Bhavan today, a press 
release informs. 

The programme 
is being organised by 
Primitive Tribe Welfare 

Board, Social Justice, Em-
powerment and Welfare 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim from 22 
to 25 Jul, 2019 in collabo-
ration with Rajiv Gandhi 
National Youth Develop-
ment Regional Centre, 
Chandigarh under Min-
istry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports, Government of 
India at Bal Bhavan. 

The participants in-
clude 32 Bhutia, Lepcha 
and Limboo language 

Post Graduate Teachers 
from across the State, the 
release mentions.

Director RGNYD Re-
gional Centre, Dr Shek-
har Kuttu, Chandigarh, 
also  the course direc-
tor, provided insight 
into the objectives and 
scope of the career 
counselling training 
being imparted to the se-
lected group of teachers 
for the benefit of tribal 
students of the State. 

In his brief address 
to the participants, the 
Governor stressed on the 
role of teachers towards 
moulding the future of 
students which should  
be beneficial to the stu-
dent, his family and soci-
ety at large. 

He underlined that 
the right orientation to 
young students at the 
right time by the teach-
er will determine the 
career and future of stu-

dents and said that the 
teachers thus have the 
most important respon-
sibility to shape the fu-
ture of the nation. 

He also extended 
best wishes to partici-
pants and coordinators 
for the success of the 
programme and their re-
spective careers ahead.

Earlier two train-
ee participants also 
shared their learning 
experience.

170 Aapda Mitra volunteers 
trained in flood management
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul: 

A Distribution of 
Training Module & 

Emergency Responder 
Kits for Management for 
Aapda Mitra Volunteers 
was held at Mini Audito-
rium, Manan Bhawan, an 
IPR release informs.

Aapda Mitra is a cen-
trally sponsored scheme 
focused on training 6000 
community volunteers 
in disaster response in 
30 most flood prone dis-
tricts (200 volunteers 
per district) of 25 States 
of India.

The scheme aims to 
provide community vol-
unteers with the skills 
that they would need to 
respond to their commu-
nity’s immediate needs 
in the aftermath of a di-
saster thereby enabling 
them to undertake basic 
relief and rescue tasks 
during emergency sit-
uations such as floods, 
flash-floods and urban 
flooding.

The programme was 
attended by Land Reve-
nue & Disaster Manage-
ment Minister, Kunga 
Nima Lepcha along with 
State Relief Commis-
sioner cum Secretary 
Land Revenue & Disas-
ter Management Depart-
ment, Ambika Pradhan, 
Director HRDD, Hondala 
Gyaltsen, Commanding 
Officer Of 3rd Battalion 
NCC Sikkim, Col Rajeev 
Kumar, Additional Direc-
tor, SSDMA, GC Kharel, 
representatives of Sik-
kim Mountaineering As-

sociation [SMA], DANS 
Energy Pvt Ltd, National 
Cadets Corps, students, 
teachers, dignitaries and 
other Officials and staff 
of SSDMA, LR&DM and 
AAPDA Mitra volunteers.

Minister Mr Lepcha in 
his address congratulat-
ed all the 170 young and 
enthusiastic volunteers 
for getting themselves 
trained in Flood Manage-
ment from Shillong and 
appreciated their efforts. 

He talked about the 
threat of Glacier Lake Out-
burst (GLOF) in the State.  

So far, four batches of 
volunteers from Sikkim 
have undergone train-
ing. The first batch had 
45 volunteers from SMA, 
DANS Energy. The sec-
ond batch had 52 School 
students while the third 
batch had 27 volunteers 

from SMA. The fourth 
batch had 46 NCC girls 
and boys.

LRDM Secretary, Am-
bika Pradhan also talked 
about GLOF and said that 
today the State is better 
prepared to handle di-
sasters. She urged all the 
volunteers to work re-
sponsibly and proactive-
ly in the communities to 
disseminate information 
and to train others.

Earlier, a presen-
tation on Aapda Mitra 
was held followed by 
experience sharing from 
the volunteers. Passang 
Sherpa, Prabha Tamang 
and Abhishek Chettri 
talked about their train-
ing period at Shillong.

Later, Emergency Re-
sponder Kits were distribut-
ed to the Volunteers by Min-
ister, Kunga Nima Lepcha.

Agri Minister interacts with newly recruited 
ADOs, HDOs and Marketing Assistants

Gangtok, 24 Jul (IPr): 
Agriculture Minister Lok 
Nath Sharma held an in-
teractive session with the 
newly recruited Agricul-
ture Development Offi-
cers (ADO), Horticulture 
Development Officers 
(HDO) and Marketing 
Assistants at the training 
hall of State Agriculture 
Management & Exten-
sion Training Institute 
(SAMETI) today. 

The interactive ses-
sion, which was part of 
the inaugural function 
for a two-day training 
programme, was also 
attended by the Agricul-
ture and Horticulture 
secretaries and the Chief 
Executive Officer of Sik-
kim Organic Mission.

23 new ADOs and 
HDOs have been re-
cruited and posted to 
the districts.

The Minister, in his 
keynote address, con-
gratulated the train-
ees and extended best 
wishes on behalf of the 
state government.

Mr Sharma urged 
the ADOs and HDOs to 

bring notable change 
in the field within one 
year through target ori-
ented methodology and 
instructed them to sub-
mit progress reports on 
a monthly basis through 
proper channels. 

Besides, delivery of 
seeds and saplings and 
other facilities to the 
farmers, ADOs and HDOs 
were also asked to carry 
out follow up activities at 
every stage of cultivation. 

He also announced 
an award for best perfor-
mance in field work and 
spoke about progress 
achieved by the farmers 
of Budang Kamarey GPU. 
The Minister also urged 
trainees to advise unem-
ployed youths about the 
lucrative profession of 
Agriculture and its scope.

The Minister encour-
aged Marketing Assis-
tants and other employ-
ees appointed under One 
Family One Job scheme 
and said that they were 
additional manpower of 
the department who can 
bring reformation and 
revolution in agriculture 

sector collectively.
Minister also direct-

ed the officials to revive 
nurseries on Govern-
ment farms and left out 
barren lands so as to de-
velop model farms where 
farmers can be educated 
and encouraged.  

As informed by the 
Agriculture Secretary 
Agriculture, Khorlo Bhu-
tia, of the 323 employees 
appointed under OFOJ 
scheme in Agriculture 
Department, 261 Mar-
keting Assistants will be 
posted at ward level in 
East District to collect 
and ascertain data per-
taining to various Agri-
culture and Horticulture 
productions from the re-
spective farmers. 

They will also iden-
tify the beneficiaries of 
Prime Minister Kishan 
Samman Nidhi within 
one month. The Agri-
culture Department 
has issued a diary/ 
notebook to the em-
ployees who have been 
directed to submit col-
lected data to the con-
cerned department.

Additional CS chairs I-Day preparedness meet
Gangtok, 24 Jul [IPr]: 
A preparedness meeting 
for the upcoming Inde-
pendence Day, 2019 was 
held at the conference 
hall of New Tashiling 
Secretariat today chaired 
by Additional Chief Sec-
retary SC Gupta and at-
tended by HODs, officials, 
representatives of vari-
ous agencies and the line 
departments involved.

The Additional CS 
discussed the roles and 
responsibilities of the 
different departments in-
volved for the I-Day cele-
brations. 

Issues like maintain-
ing Law & Order, Traffic 
Security and magisterial 
arrangements, uninter-
rupted power supply 
at Paljor Stadium,  pro-
vision of safe drinking 
water at the venue, face 
lifting and cleanliness of 
places of function, invi-
tation and vehicle passes 
etc. were also discussed 

in detail. 
He urged the officials 

present to work in coor-
dination for the success 
of the event.

The HoDs and the 
representatives present 
have committed them-
selves to work in coordi-
nation for the success of 
the Independence Day 
Celebration.

Red Panda FC wins Summer Cup at Pipalay
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul:

Red Panda FC out-
played Naya Bazaar 

FC 3-1 to emerge cham-
pion of the 14th Summer 
Cup Open Football Tour-
nament 2019 at Pipalay 
in South Sikkim today. 
The tournament was or-
ganised by Samajik Sad-
vawana Samiti and the 
final match had Power 
Minister MN Sherpa as 
chief guest. 

A total of 24 teams 
had participated in the 
tourney which got un-
derway on 11 July. The 
main motive behind or-

ganising the tourney was 
to provide youth with 
healthier options and to 
keep them away from 
distractions like sub-
stance abuse, a press re-
lease informs. 

The winner’s re-
ceived Rs 50,000 in cash 
and trophy while the 
runners-up took home 
Rs 30,000 and a trophy.

Hem Thapa was ad-
judged the man of the 
final match while the 
golden boot award went 
to Kunjaman Thapa and 
Arun Subba was ad-
judged man of the series.

The chief guest, in his 

address, assured to fulfil 
the public demand for in-
stallation of streetlights 
from the IRBn Camp 
Road to Rothak within 
the next three months.

Dilliram Sanyasi of 
Bara Samsing was also 
felicitated on the day 
having been selected for 
the Minerva FC academy.

Also on the day, a 
pea-counting game was 
organised in a fund-rais-
ing initiative to support 
the treatment of 70-year-
old Chandra Bahadur 
Bishwakarma of Jore-
thang who is suffering 
from cancer.Aparajita SHG carries out 

plantation drive in Rongneck

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Jul: 

Rongneck-based Apara-
jita Self Help Group 

carried out a massive 
plantation drive at Rong-
neck Gram Prasashan 
Kendra premises in East 
Sikkim on Tuesday. 

Members of the 
organisation planted 
more than 50 saplings 
of Chaanp and Guraans 
during the drive, it is in-
formed. The plantation 

drive was also joined by 
residents of the area.

It is informed that 
Aprajita SHG has been 
actively engaged in 
various social activi-
ties and already taken 
various initiatives to-
wards the beautifica-
tion of Rongneck. The 
organisation had also 
undertaken roadside 
plantation of flowering 
plants and cleanliness 
drives in the area.

DC checks on projects, proposals and 
schemes underway in South Sikkim

Namchi, 24 Jul (IPr): DC 
South Ragul K convened a 
meeting with all the depart-
ment heads to discuss and 
deliberate on the status of 
ongoing schemes and pro-
grammes at conference hall 
of the DAC here today. 

The agenda of this 
meeting is to draw up an 
action plan for future pro-
grammes and policies of the 
State and Central govern-
ments. The meeting was at-
tended by ADC (South), Sa-
tyan K Pradhan, ADC Devel-
opment (Rabongla), SDMs, 
heads of departments and 
representatives from line 
departments.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the DC directed the 
Block Development Offi-
cers to hold comprehensive 
credit committee meetings 
on a quarterly basis. 

This meetings should 
be arranged at all blocks 
involving concerned de-
partments and lead banks 
to facilitate with subsidies 
and other benefits to genu-
ine beneficiaries, he added. 

Mr Ragul also enquired 
about the status of Fasal 
Bima Yojana and PM-KI-
SAN Yojana and also in-
formed that a District Level 
Committee to screen One 
Family One Job has been 

formed, thus respective 
BDOs has been assigned 
for documents verifica-
tions of OFOJ accordingly.

Similarly, he also took 
stock of progress on proj-
ects like alternate sewage 
treatment plant of Nam-
chi, solid waste manage-
ment, online certification 
process, requirements, 
adjustment of government 
offices which are presently 
functioning from private 
buildings.  

Likewise, due to the 
current torrential down-
pour the south district has 
witnessed several land-
slides and with regards to 
this, the DC directed that 
thorough checking and 
solution will be delivered 
at the earliest. He also said 
that it is impertinent for 
the officials to regulate 
meat stalls and slaughter 
houses.

Mr Ragul also asked 
the RMD, HRD and other 
concerned departments to 
organize awareness pro-
grammes in the schools on 
scholarship programmes 
and Jal Shakti Abhiyan. 
The DC also stressed on 
the necessary clearance 
for dumping locations 
site which is to be carried 
out in accordance with 

line departments. He also 
conveyed the attendees 
about the restart of each 
friday field day which com-
menced from DAC South 
from next month onwards 
for effective delivery of 
welfare measures at the 
grassroot.

He also reiterated the 
proper coordination and 
cooperations from all line 
departments concerning 
the execution and time-
ly completion of various 
schemes of the State Gov-
ernment. 

SP South Prawin Gu-
rung also apprised the 
gathering to use the State 
Disaster Relief Force locat-
ed at Pipalay for South and 
West districts for mitiga-
tion of any future disasters.

He also elucidated 
that the South Police de-
partment and other line 
departments in a synchro-
nize manner will check the 
movement of heavy vehi-
cles at entry point in Melli.

The meeting also 
touched upon the condi-
tions and status of Smart 
City Project Namchi.

During the course of 
the meeting, a District lev-
el Committee for Sexual 
Harrassment was also re-
constituted.

SKm victimizing shop owners 
in West Sikkim, alleges SDF

Summit Report
GANGTOK, 24 Jul: 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
has accused the Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha gov-
ernment of victimizing 
shop owners in West Sik-
kim who voted for SDF. 

The SKM Government 
has been indulging in 
the “undemocratic act” 
of checking documents 
of shop owners at the 
IDMI shopping market 
and in Housing Depart-
ment building in Gyalsh-
ing, West Sikkim, an SDF 
press release states.

SKM is playing poli-
tics and checking docu-
ments of shop owners is 
only an excuse, the party 
has said.

According to SDF, the 
West District Adminis-
tration took this action 
on the verbal order of the 
Area MLA and Minister, 
LN Nepal.

Troubling local shop 

owners and attempting 
to snatch their liveli-
hood away in the name of 
checking of documents is 
the murder of democra-
cy, the party has said.

If license was given to 
those who did not have 
Sikkim Subject and Resi-
dential Certificate then it 
was the District Admin-
istration’s fault, SDF has 
said.

The West District Ad-
ministration has now be-
come the spokesperson 
of the ruling government 
by making allegations 
against the previous 
government only to hide 
their failings, the party 
has alleged.

Stating that the party 
welcomes action against 
those with fake docu-
ments, SDF has threat-
ened to launch a peo-
ple’s movement if only 
shop owners who voted 
against SKM are targeted.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper (who are 
fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Social Service Scenario
At nearly two thousand NGOs, much 

more could have been achieved

The Sikkim Regulation of Societies, Associations 
and Other Voluntary Organizations Act was 

promulgated in 2008. Given the casual disinterest 
with which governments tend to follow-up poli-
cy commitments recorded in Bills and Acts which 
they tend to  forget notifying so that they become 
rules and laws, it is any body’s guess whether this 
regulation has moved beyond a legislated Act and 
become a rule in practice. Be that as it may, a year 
after this Act was promulgated, the Legislative 
Assembly was informed that as per data avail-
able with the concerned department, there were 
1,843 registered NGOs in Sikkim! The number had 
stumped the powers that be as well and the House 
was informed that the NGOs will be directed to 
submit their books of accounts details of activities. 
The idea was clearly to verify whether these were 
actually NGOs working on ground or just regis-
tered bodies  which stay in hibernation until the 
whiff of funds arrives and they begin issuing press 
releases to dispel any notions that they have been 
dormant. It is unlikely that anything substantive 
came out of that proposed activity either because 
NGOs of the dormant kind are invariably linked to  
those with ears in the corridors of power which 
pick up the faintest rustle of funds being processed 
and get rejuvenated accordingly. Of course, there 
are also several which started with good intentions, 
but lacked the staying power. This condition is not 
unique to Sikkim, and when it comes to NGOs there 
is also the oddity of  “project developers” operating 
their own NGOs to spend their CSR commitments. 

Returning to numbers. With 1,843 registered 
NGOs, and this number could have grown in the 
past decade, Sikkim is arguably among the best 
serviced states in the world when it comes to the 
density of organisations engaged in ‘social service’. 
Put the numbers in perspective and one stares at 
a number that projects one NGO per 344 people in 
the State! Just to drive the point home, every set of 
325 people in Sikkim, has an NGO dedicated to its 
welfare!! An NGO, by general understanding, is a 
citizens’ organisation. Because only conscious cit-
izens join hands to engage in socially-productive 
and not-for-profit initiatives, NGOs are expected to 
be civil society collectives. By definition, an NGO 
is a Non-Governmental Organisation. When the 
concept began, they were genuinely NGOs in com-
position and conduct, in that they neither sought 
government representation, nor pursued govern-
ment funding. Over time, the Government realised 
the effectiveness of these bodies in getting things 
done at the grassroots level and sought their assis-
tance and used their commitment to engage bene-
ficiaries of State assistance, initiative and doles. It 
has been downhill ever since.

Now, in Sikkim as elsewhere in the country, too 
many NGOs are launched when new schemes and 
funds are sniffed. At times, the departments reflect 
the insider trading that one sees in stock markets, 
only in this case, NGOs are launched by sections 
close to hands that move files. These sections get 
wind of funds arriving earmarked for specific 
NGO-managed programmes and a new non govern-
mental organisation gets born or some other gets 
revived. Then there are groups which start earnest, 
but soon lose direction. There are also some NGOs 
that actually work hard, but only as programme 
implementers of ‘projects’ that have state spon-
sorship, not as organisations that identify people’s 
crises and then work without profit to resolve the 
situations. NGOs that are genuinely civil-society 
manifestations are the rarest. Look around, how 
many of the nearly two thousand NGOs registered 
in Sikkim do you think are open, competent, effec-
tive, earnest and durable? Now, imagine the social 
engagement that could have happened if enough 
of these too many had all these attributes…

Democracy in Africa: success stories 
that have defied the odds

Mansplaining: New solutions to a tiresome old problem

NiC CheeSemaN
theconversation.com

When I first said that I was going to write a 
book about the history of democracy in Afri-

ca, quite a few people responded with a joke. That 
will be one of the world’s shortest books, up there 
with the compendium of great English cooking, 
they would say.

But, it turned out that there was a lot to talk 
about: Africa’s past reveals more fragments of 
democracy than you would think. And, its pres-
ent has a number of important things to teach 
the world about the conditions under which de-
mocracy can be built.

The poor quality of elections in many sub-Sa-
haran African countries, combined with a ten-
dency for the media to focus on controversy, 
means that Africa is often depicted as a bastion 
of authoritarianism. But, it actually has some 
of the most remarkable and important stories of 
democratic struggle.

Countries such as Benin, Botswana, Ghana, Na-
mibia, Mauritius, Senegal and South Africa have not 
only become beacons of political rights and civil 
liberties, they have done so against the greatest of 
obstacles. These experiences teach us important les-
sons about where democracy can work, and why.
pRe-CoNDitioNS foR StRoNG DemoCRaCY

Political scientists like to talk about the condi-
tions necessary for countries to build a strong and 
stable democracy. These lists are fiercely fought 
over, but there are a number of factors that most 
researchers would agree are probably important.

A cohesive national identity is likely to make it 
easier to maintain national unity, while wealth and 
economic success have been found to promote po-
litical stability. A strong national infrastructure, un-
derpinned by respect for the rule of law, means that 
the government is likely to be effective without being 
abusive. And, a vibrant middle class and powerful 
civil society are usually seen as important to promote 
accountability and responsive government.

What is remarkable about the democratisation 
of African states is that most did not enjoy a single 
one of these “pre-conditions”.

With the exception of South Africa, all of Afri-
ca’s democracies entered multiparty politics with 
low GDP per capita and high levels of unemploy-
ment. This was compounded by weak and under-
developed states that had been designed – both in 
the colonial era and during the authoritarian rule 
of the 1980s – to exploit resources rather than 

empower citizens. In states like Ghana, this was 
compounded by a history of military rule, which 
heightened the risk of further coups.

Almost all of these states also featured civil so-
cieties that were fragile and fragmented, despite 
the strength of religious organisations. At the 
same time, in the early 1990s, the middle class 
was small. More often than not, it was also eco-
nomically dependent on the government. It was 
thus poorly placed to fight against corruption or 
democratic backsliding.
ChalleNGeS

These were not the only challenges that African 
states faced. With the exception of Botswana, they 
are all diverse multi-ethnic societies in which the 
question of national identity has been problematic. 
In Ghana and Mauritius for instance, ethnic iden-
tities have historically played a role in structur-
ing political networks. This increased the tension 
around elections.

Worse still, under colonial rule and during 
apartheid, white regimes sought to entrench racial 
divisions and hostilities in Namibia and South Af-
rica, creating a particularly difficult environment.

Against this backdrop, all of these states might 
have been expected to collapse into some form of 
authoritarian regime by now. Given this context, 
their success should be celebrated and studied for 
what it tells us about how democracy can be built 
even in the most challenging of contexts.
BuCKiNG the tReND

It is striking that, with the exception of Benin 
and possibly Senegal, these democracies have 
grown stronger during a period in which the world 
is supposed to be backsliding on democracy.

While Europe is convulsed by Brexit and the 
rise of right-wing populists, and Donald Trump 
is doing his best to undermine America’s repu-
tation for political checks and balances, Africa’s 
most democratic states have proved to be re-
markably resilient.

Ghana has experienced numerous transfers of 
power and, in 2016, the first ever defeat of a sitting 
president. Namibia has consolidated its position as 
a “free” political system with robust respect for civ-
il liberties, according to Freedom House.

South Africa suffered politically and economi-
cally during the presidency of Jacob Zuma, but now 
has the chance to bounce back after the governing 
African National Congress (ANC) voted to pursue 
reform under President Cyril Ramaphosa.

For their part, Botswana and Mauritius – the 
continent’s oldest democracies – continue to com-

bine respect for political rights with prudent eco-
nomic policies.

Praising Africa’s democratic success stories 
does not, of course, mean that we should over-
look its failures. A number of countries have taken 
steps backwards in recent years, including Tanza-
nia and Uganda. Authoritarian leaders also remain 
entrenched in Cameroon, Chad, Eritrea , and many 
more. But it is important to recognise that there is 
much more to Africa than authoritarianism.
eXplaiNiNG SuCCeSS

In the absence of the conventional building 
blocks of democracy, we need to look elsewhere 
to explain these success stories. Some might be 
tempted to think that the role of the global com-
munity has been critical in keeping governments 
on the straight and narrow. But in reality, democra-
cy is built from within, as the fact that aid-depen-
dent countries such as Uganda and Rwanda have 
remained firmly authoritarian shows only too well.

We should, therefore, give greater credit to the 
politicians and people of Africa’s democratic states. 
African presidents are often lambasted for being cor-
rupt and self-serving. But, in a number of countries, 
they have shown considerable restraint, establishing 
institutions capable of checking their power.

In Ghana, cohesive relationships among the 
political elite have underpinned a growing con-
sensus on the value of democracy. In South Africa, 
inclusive leadership played a critical role in over-
coming racial divisions and building trust in the 
new post-apartheid political system since 1994. In 
Namibia, successive presidents have refused to use 
the electoral dominance of the governing party to 
remove the opposition.

The role played by African citizens also de-
serves greater recognition. It was their willingness 
to take to the streets that forced democratic open-
ings in the late 1980s. The same has been true in 
recent years, with mass action challenging author-
itarian regimes in Burkina Faso and Sudan.

Despite economic challenges and democratic 
difficulties, high levels of public support for de-
mocracy in Africa mean that leaders understand 
the costs of backsliding.

At a time when people are questioning the val-
ue of democracy in many Western states, many Af-
rican populations who have lived under one-party, 
one-man, or military rule are prepared to fight to 
prevent their return. This should serve both as an 
important lesson and a source of inspiration.

[the writer is Professor of Democracy, 
University of Birmingham]

SaRah KaplaN
theconversation.com

In 2008, author Rebecca Solnit’s 
now famous essay, Men Explain 

Things to Me, set off a firestorm.
Though Solnit didn’t use the term 

“mansplaining,” the essay is credited 
with birthing the term that’s now part 
of regular parlance. Women (and other 
underrepresented groups such as peo-
ple of colour and non-binary people) 
had finally found a way to articulate 
that phenomenon they routinely expe-
rienced, particularly at work.

Men feel the need to explain some-
thing to a woman, even if the woman 
hasn’t asked for an explanation and 
often pertaining to something that’s 
directly in the woman’s area of ex-
pertise and not at all in the man’s. Or 
when the topic is about a woman’s 
own experience and the man wants 
to explain her experience to her.

Even women who are famous for 
their mastery of a domain find them-
selves being mansplained. 

Sallie Krawcheck, a former CEO of 
wealth management at Citibank and 
before that the CEO of Smith Barney 
investment advisers, says that venture 
capitalists interested in her new finan-
cial investment venture Ellevest mans-
plained financial advising to her.

We all have our own stories. Most 
women I know just roll their eyes 
knowingly when asked about mans-
plaining. Most of us experience it so 
often that we aren’t always even con-
scious it is happening.
‘ClueleSSNeSS’

Note, as Solnit does, that “mans-
plaining is not a universal flaw of the 
male gender, just the intersection 
between overconfidence and clue-
lessness where some portion of that 
gender gets stuck.”

But the mansplaining term has 
stuck. And research demonstrates 
that the feeling of being mansplained 
is, in fact, not just a feeling.

Studies show that in meetings, 
men speak more, and more powerful 
men speak even more. Men interrupt 
more, and are less likely than women 
to cede the floor when they are in-
terrupted. Women worry (correctly) 

that if they fight to get their voices 
heard, they will experience backlash.

The blogosphere is filled with 
recommendations for how women 
should handle mansplaining when it 
happens: “7 Ways to Handle Mans-
plaining,” “How To Deal with a Mans-
plainer” and “How to Handle Mans-

plaining at Work.”
The recommendations are good 

— ignore the mansplainer, stand your 
ground, ask the mansplainer ques-
tions about their expertise and what 
they hope to accomplish by “explain-
ing” the topic, explain mansplaining 
to the mansplainers, use other wom-
en as allies to stand up for you, and 
use as much humour as you can.

As with #MeToo and other ef-
forts to point out the inequalities 
that women experience, many men 
feel attacked, even when women try 
to respond with humour, as feminist 
blogger Elle Armageddon did with 
her 2015 flow chart “Should You Ex-
plain Thing to a Lady?”

“Not all men” is the regular re-
frain. But, honestly, such protesta-
tions smack of an unwillingness to 
listen to the legitimate experiences of 
women in the workplace. And it’s un-
fair that while mansplaining is done 
by men to women, the solutions all 
seem to be about how women can ad-

dress it — rather than how and why 
men should stop doing it.

It’s a further demand placed on 
women to solve the problems im-
posed on them by others. I’d like to 
take another tack.
maNSplaiNiNG eRaDiCatioN taCtiCS

In Sweden, a major union has set 

up a mansplainer hotline you can call 
to report offenders and receive ad-
vice and commiseration. But that’s 
not a resource available to all of us.

So what can potential mansplain-
ers do? Armageddon’s advice is pret-
ty good: If you aren’t an expert on a 
topic, maybe you don’t need to talk.

For those of you who fear you 
might be mansplainers, keep in mind 
— even if you are an expert, but the 
woman is an expert too and hasn’t 
asked for your advice — maybe you 
still just stay silent. What’s the harm in 
listening? You might learn something. 
Even if you speak a lot less than you 
do now, the research I cited above sug-
gests that you still might be speaking 
more than the women in the room.

The point is, you can dial it back a 
lot and still speak your fair share about 
issues on which you are an expert and 
have something unique to contribute.

But mansplainers almost by defi-
nition can’t help themselves. The ad-
vice on self-restraint is bound to be 

ignored. So maybe we need to think 
about more structural solutions. In 
other words, what can organizations 
do to even the playing field?
‘hiGh-teStoSteRoNe SettiNGS’

As a professor of strategic man-
agement, I’ve thought about this a lot 
in my own teaching to MBA students. 
MBA programs have historically been 
pretty high-testosterone settings. 
I have an explicit practice to call on 
those students who are quiet, find 
out who the true experts are and shut 
down interrupters.

I also evaluate students on their 
contributions to the classroom learn-
ing experience, and those evaluations 
reward listening and building on the 
ideas of others (not just rehearsing 
their own lines in their minds while 
they are waiting to talk).

Organizations could replicate 
these practices. They could develop 
guidelines for meetings that require 
each person to share their point of 
view or instructions to the meeting 
leader to shut down mansplaining and 
support women who are speaking.

It is not enough, by the way, to 
simply extend the amount of time for 
questions or discussion with the hopes 
that women will speak up more or men 
will run out of things to say. Research 
experiments show that doesn’t work.

Further, performance evaluations 
could be adapted to sanction mansplain-
ing and to reward listening and building 
on the ideas of other team members.

In short, we need to stop giving 
women advice on how to fix the in-
equalities and discrimination they face 
and instead look to the perpetrators to 
change their behaviour and to organi-
zations to change workplace dynamics.

“Fixing the women” is a costly 
solution for women, and could re-
sult in companies losing valuable 
female employees. It will ultimately 
be ineffective without organizational 
change. Women shouldn’t be asked 
to “handle” mansplaining. Organiza-
tions should handle it for them.

[the writer is Professor, 
Strategic Management, Rotman 

School of Management; Director, 
Institute for Gender and the 

Economy, University of Toronto]
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Human sacrifice bridge rumours 
spark Bangladesh lynchings

iit Kharagpur team develops 
app for elderly people

Kolkata, Jul 24 (PTI): 
In a move to help geriat-
ric care, students of IIT 
Kharagpur have built an 
app which will inform 
the caregiver when the 
elderly person falls down 
with the exact location.

Named ‘CARE4U’ the 
android-based app will 
connect the caregiver to 
the elderly person. The 
app have been built by an 
interdisciplinary team of 
the second year B-Tech 
students of the institute, 
an IIT Kharagpur state-
ment said on Tuesday.

The network-based 
fall detection algorithm 
in the app installed on 
the phone of the elderly 
can detect whether the 
elderly has fallen down.

If there is a fall, it 
automatically calls the 
caregiver and emergency 
services along with the 
exact location of the el-
derly person.

CARE4U can also de-
tect emotions and when-
ever the elderly opens 
the app, the phone takes 
his picture and a mood 

index is calculated.
This detects whether 

the person is sad or not 
and automatically up-
dates the caregiver with 
the time stamp.

The caregiver can 
check what mood the 
senior citizen has been 
through in the day.

To make this feature 
more effective the team 
has developed a cogni-
tive intelligent chatbot 
for the elderly person 

to engage with.
Team member Kan-

ishka Haldar from the 
Department of Electron-
ics and Electrical Com-
munication Engineering 
IIT KGP says, “We cus-
tomized it to recognize 
the current mood of the 
person and, according-
ly, fine tune its conver-
sations with that of the 
person. For example, the 
chatbot can recommend 
a motivational quote or 

an old song when the 
person is sad.

Fellow student from 
the same department, 
Aadi Swadipto Mondal 
explains the functioning 
of the app.

“The best thing about 
our app is that except 
for the chatbot, all other 
machine learning models 
run on the mobile itself, 
so no cloud service is 
needed. Even if there is 
no internet connection, 

all other features such 
as fall detection, emotion 
detection will work,” he 
says. CARE4U can also 
do a plethora of other 
day-to-day activities like 
make a call, send a text, 
book a cab and so on.

The app also has a re-
cord of medical histories, 
allergies’ account, an SOS 
button, real time location 
tracking and so on.

It has a ‘Medicine 
Reminder’ feature to re-
mind both the elderly as 
well as the caregiver that 
it is time for the former 
to take medicine.

“To make a list of the 
medicine, all one has 
to do is take a photo of 
the medicine. The im-
age-to-text recognition 
algorithm automatically 
detects the name of the 
medicine and adds it to 
the list. The user then 
just needs to set the time 
at which the medicine 
has to be consumed,” 
explained team member 
Partha Sarathi Roy from 
the Dept of Geology and 
Geophysics.

Minor reshuffle in Nagaland Cabinet

Mizoram BJP forms ‘Missionary Cell’ 
to shed “anti-Christian”  tag

No proposal to fence borders along China, 
Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar: Minister

Panel on Assam holds first 
meeting; moS home Reddy 

assures full support
New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): A reconstituted high-level 
committee, set up to assess the quantum of seats to 
be reserved in the Assam Assembly and local bod-
ies for Assamese people, Wednesday held its first 
meeting where members suggested the change 
in the panel’s terms of reference so that the pos-
sibility of vesting land rights only to indigenous 
people can be discussed.

The members also suggested that issues of reser-
vation of Lok Sabha constituencies in Assam for the 
indigenous people and in central government jobs 
should also be brought in its ambit.

Chief Advisor of the All Assam Students Union 
(AASU) Samujjal Kumar Bhattacharya, who is part of 
the panel, said several members have suggested that a 
time-frame should be fixed for implementation of the 
recommendations of the committee, which will sub-
mit its report within six months.

“We want that the issues of reservation of seats in 
Lok Sabha constituencies, central government jobs 
and land rights should be part of the terms of refer-
ence of the committee,” he told PTI.

Another member, journalist and political com-
mentator Wasbir Hussain said it was an introductory 
meeting where people suggested that a representa-
tive of the tribal communities should be part of the 
committee and the spirit of the 1985 Assam Accord 
should not be diluted while dealing with the Clause 6 
of the document.

“The members feel that Clause 6 should not be 
seen in isolation of other issues like land rights for the 
indigenous people and it should be brought under the 
ambit of the terms of reference,” he said.

The committee, headed by former Gauhati High 
Court judge Biplab Kumar Sarma, was set up under 
Clause 6 of the 1985 Assam Accord.

Attending the meeting, Union Minister of State for 
Home G Kishan Reddy said the central government at-
taches highest importance to the committee and will 
provide full support to it so that the panel can com-
plete its task without losing any more time.

According to its mandate, the committee will ex-
amine the effectiveness of actions taken since 1985 
to implement Clause 6 of the Assam Accord and 
hold discussions with various stakeholders, includ-
ing social organisations, legal and constitutional 
experts, eminent persons from the field of art, cul-
ture and literature, conservationists, economists, 
linguists and sociologists.

The new committee will recommend the appro-
priate level of reservations in employment under 
the state government for the Assamese people and 
suggest any other measures as may be necessary to 
protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social and 
linguistic identity and the heritage of the people.

The other members of the committee include Ad-
vocate General of Assam Ramesh Borpatragohain, 
Advocate General of Arunachal Pradesh Niloy Dutta, 
retired IAS officer Subhash Das, former IPS officer 
Pallav Bhattacharya, retired professor Srishtidhar 
Dutta, author Sumanta Chaliha, and professor 
and columnist Jaikanta Sharma. AASU president 
Dipanka Kumar Nath and general secretary Lurin-
jyoti Gogoi are also members of the panel. Joint Sec-
retary (North East) in the Ministry of Home Affairs 
is the member secretary.

Dhaka, Jul 24 (AFP): 
Eight people have been 
killed in vigilante lynch-
ings in Bangladesh 
sparked by rumours on 
social media of children 
being kidnapped and 
sacrificed as offerings 
for the construction of a 
mega-bridge, police said 
Wednesday.

The victims -- which 
include two women -- 
were targeted by angry 
mobs over the rumours, 
spread mostly on Face-
book, that said human 
heads were required 
for the massive 3 billion 
project, police chief Javed 
Patwary said.

“We have analysed 
every single case of 
these eight killings. 
Those who were killed 
by lynching mobs -- no-
one was a child kidnap-
per,” Patwary told re-
porters in Dhaka.

More than 30 other 
people have been at-
tacked in connection 

with the rumours.
Patwary said police 

stations across the coun-
try had been ordered to 
crack down on rumours, 
and at least 25 YouTube 
channels, 60 Facebook 
pages and 10 websites 
have been shut down.

AFP has identified 
several posts still on 
Facebook that share the 
rumour, however.

Mob lynchings are 
common in Bangladesh, 
but the latest incidents 
are particularly brutal.

Local media said they 
started after reports cir-
culated of a young man 
allegedly found carrying 
the severed head of a 
child in the northern dis-
trict of Netrokona.

Among the latest vic-
tims was a single mother-
of-two, Taslima Begum, 
who was beaten to death 
in front of a Dhaka school 
on Saturday by a mob 
which suspected her of 
being a child kidnapper, a 

police official told AFP. A 
deaf man was also beaten 
to death outside the cap-
ital that day while trying 
to visit his daughter.

Police said eight peo-
ple have been arrested 
over Begum’s murder, 
and at least five others 
detained for their role in 
spreading the rumour on 
social media.

The lynchings could 
be “a sign of people’s 
distrust in the existing 
law and order system”, 
Dhaka University so-
ciology professor Mon-
irul Islam told AFP.

The bridge -- which 
is set to be Bangladesh’s 
biggest -- is being built 
on the Padma, a major 
tributary of the Ganges.

Rumours of human 
sacrifices being required 
for a bridge in Bangla-
desh have surfaced be-
fore, with several people 
attacked in 2010 over an-
other structure, accord-
ing to local media.

Aizawl, Jul 24 (PTI): 
In order to shed the 
“anti- Christian party” 
tag, the BJP has set up 
a ‘Missionary Cell’ in 
Christ ian-dominated 
Mizoram, a senior par-
ty leader said here on 
Wednesday.

The Cell was formed 
in view of some politi-
cal parties and churches 
branding the BJP as an 
anti-Christian party, BJP 
state president Prof John 
V Hluna said at a meeting 

of party workers after in-
augurating it. Christians 
constitute around 87 per 
cent of the population of 
Mizoram, according to 
the 2011 Census.

The Congress had ac-
cused the BJP of being an 
anti- Christian party during 
campaigning for the state 
assembly election held in 
November last year. At that 
time, the Congress was in 
power in the state and it 
was ousted by the Mizo 
National Front (MNF), a 

constituent of the North 
East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA) headed by the saf-
fron party. Hluna said the 
Cell was set up after obtain-
ing the approval of the BJP 
North East Zonal General 
Secretary Ajay Jamwal.

“The Constitution 
gives religious freedom as 
fundamental rights which 
allow the Mizo Christians 
to profess and propagate 
Christianity anywhere in 
the country,” he said at a 
meeting of party workers. 

Kohima, Jul 24 (PTI): 
Nagaland Chief Minis-
ter Neiphiu Rio has car-
ried out a minor Cabi-
net reshuffle and also 
announced changes in 
the allocation of depart-
ments assigned to the 
advisors to the chief min-
ister, an official said on 
Wednesday.

Though no one has 
been removed from the 
Council of Ministers in 
the reshuffle effected on 
Tuesday, Rio has induct-
ed his brother, Zhaleo 
Rio, who was the Deputy 
Speaker of the Assembly, 
as an advisor to the CM.

The chief minis-
ter would continue to 
hold charge of Finance, 
Personnel and Admin-
istrative Reforms and 
any other portfolio not 
allotted.

In a press release, Na-
galand Chief Secretary 
Temjen Toy said, Dep-
uty Chief Minister in-
charge of Home, Y Pat-
ton, has been relieved 
of the charge of national 

highways and given the 
responsibility of roads 
and bridges.

Minister for Planning 
and Coordination and 
Land Revenue, Neiba 
Kronu, has been allocat-
ed Parliamentary Affairs 
portfolio, which was 
earlier held by Minister 
for Forest, Environment 
and Climate Change, C M 
Chang.

Metsubo Jamir will 
now look after the Rural 
Development depart-
ment, the release said.

Tongpang Ozukum, 
who was the Minister for 
Roads and Bridges, has 
been given the charge of 
Housing and Mechanical 
department and Minister 
for Higher and Technical 
Education, Temjen Imna 
Along, has given the ad-
ditional charge of Tribal 
Affairs.

The portfolios of min-
isters S Pangnyu Phom, N 
Jacob Zhimomi, Paiwang 
Konyak and V Kashiho 
Sangtam have not been 
changed, the release said.

Rio has also reallo-
cated the departments, 
entrusted to the advisors 
to the chief minister, with 
immediate effect. How-
ever, ten of the 20 advi-
sors to the chief minister, 
will continue with their 
previous responsibilities, 
the release said.

Rio has brought in his 
younger brother Zhaleo 
Rio as an advisor and 
allocated three depart-
ments - Sericulture, Ex-
cise and Minority Affairs 
- to him.

The Nationalist Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP)- led PDA govern-
ment had come to power 
in the state in 2018, after 
defeating the NPF gov-
ernment of 15 years.

Meanwhile, sources 
said that newly elected 
NDPP MLA, Sharingain 
Longkumer would be 
contesting for the post 
of Deputy Speaker of the 
Assembly.

The Assembly session 
is scheduled to begin on 
August 6.

New Delhi, July 24 (PTI): 
There is no proposal for 
fencing of internation-
al borders along China, 
Nepal, Bhutan and Myan-
mar, the governmnet in-
formed Rajya Sabha on 
Wednesday.

Replying to supple-
mentaries during Ques-
tion Hour, Minister of 
State for Home Affairs 
Nityanand Rai asserted 
that instances of infli-
tration are almost nil 
because of high security 
on borders.

“As of now, there is 
no proposal to erect 
fence along Indo-China, 
Indo-Nepal, Indo-Bhu-
tan and Indo-Myanmar 
Borders,” Rai said in a 
written reply.

The minister gave 
details of fencing along 
Indo-Pakistan and In-
do-Bangladesh Borders.

On Indo-Pakistan 
border, Rai said fencing 

work on 2069.046 km 
was sanctioned and of 
this 2004.666 kms have 
been completed. Work is 
in progress on 64.38 kms 
and the probable date 
of completion is March 
2022, he said. Regarding 
Indo-Bangladesh Border, 
he informed that fencing 
work on 3326.14 kms 
was sanctioned, of which 
2803.013 kms have 
been completed. Work 
is in progress on 169.64 
km and the probable 
date of completion is 
December, 2020.

Replying to a sup-
plementary, Rai said the 
fencing work on 353 km 
on Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der is yet to commence 
because of quagmire.

India’s land borders 
are characterized by 
deserts, mountains, for-
ests and riverine terrain, 
he said, adding the gov-
ernment has adopted a 

multi-pronged approach 
to contain cross-border 
infiltration. This includes 
deployment of Border 
Guarding Forces along 
the international borders 
and erection of border 
fencing/ floodlighting.

He said the govern-
ment ensures effective 
domination of the bor-
ders by patrolling, laying 
Nakas, manning observa-
tion posts along borders, 
vulnerability mapping 
of Border Out Posts, de-
ployment of surveillance 
equipments, strengthening 
of intelligence network, 
anti-tunneling exercise in 
vulnerable areas and de-
ployment of technological 
solutions in non- feasible 
areas like riverine gaps, etc.

“Regular repair/
replacement works of 
fencing damaged due 
to floods/corrosion is 
a continuous process,” 
Rai said.

LTVC wants govt to initiate LT seat res-
olution process during budget session

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Jul:

Limboo Tamang Vol-
untary Committee 

has requested the SKM 
Government to begin the 
process of securing re-
served seats for the LT 
community during the 
upcoming budget ses-
sion itself.

And LTVC press re-
lease states: “LTVC would 
like to request SKM led 
govt to initiate the pro-
cess by raising the LT 
seat reservation in this 
up coming Budget Ses-
sion and keep their giv-
en promise to LT com-
munities. LTVC knows it 

will take time to resolve 
the LT seat issue but 
initiatives for basic pro-
cess must start at the 
earliest.”

The organisation has 
reiterated its demand 
that the State Govern-
ment withdraw the Bur-
man Commission Report 
forwarded by the previ-
ous government and also 
the 40-seat proposal by 
it. LTVC wants LT seats to 
be worked out from the 
existing 32 legislative as-
sembly seats.

The organisation has 
also demanded that all 
stakeholders be involved 
in the matter “to come 

out with conscious solu-
tion for LT seat reserva-
tion in SLA.”

It also wants the SKM 
Govt to pass a new for-
mula on LT seats, have 
it endorsed by the Leg-
islative Assembly and 
then “send the proposal 
at centre as full and fi-
nal solution for LT seat 
reservation in Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly.”

“It’s time for SKM led 
New govt to prove their 
sincerity towards their 
given promise to LT com-
munities for LT seat res-
ervation in Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly,” the 
release underlines.
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1 year: Tokyo Olympics unveil 
gold, silver, bronze medals

Tokyo, Jul 24 (AP): 
Gold, silver, and bronze 
Olympic medals were 
to get their first public 
viewing on Wednesday 
as Tokyo organizers 
marked exactly a year 
until the games open.

Fans, sponsors and 
politicians were cele-
brating the day around 
the Japanese capital, 
displaying placards 
and clocks showing 
365 days to go until the 
opening ceremony on 
July 24, 2020.

A fencing gold medal-
ist at the 1976 Olympics, 
IOC President Thomas 
Bach showed off his skills 
in a demonstration with 
school children.

Japanese Prime Min-
ister was also scheduled 
to take part during the 
day-long festival.

Tokyo is spending 
about 20 billion to pre-
pare the city to host the 
games, though exact 
Olympic spending in 
disputed and difficult to 
track. Five of the eight 
new venues are already 
finished, and the center-
piece, the 1.25 billion Na-
tional Stadium, is to open 
by the end of the year.

“The excitement is 
growing,” John Coates, 
who heads the IOC in-
spection team for Tokyo, 
said. “You’ve seen the 
unprecedented level of 
interest in ticket sales.”

Ticket demand by 
Japanese residents 
appears to be a least 
10 times above sup-
ply maybe more with 

demand also surging 
abroad. A recent law 
banning unauthorized 
ticket resales in Japan is 
sure to be tested despite 
glaring loopholes.

Organizers are also 
preparing for Tokyo’s 
typically hot summer 
weather, though this 
summer has been wet 
and cool. Traffic and sub-
way congestion is also a 
concern, as is earthquake 
preparedness.

“This year Tokyo is 
chilly rather than hot,” 
Yoshiro Mori, the pres-
ident of the organizing 
committee, said. “It’s 
quite different from 
what we experienced 
last year.”

Mori said Japanese 

Emperor Naurhito had 
accepted a role “as honor-
ary patron” of the Tokyo 
Olympics and Paralym-
pics. He will be expected 
to announce the opening 
of both the Olympics and 
Paralympics.

Tokyo Governor 
Yuriko Koike was asked 
a few days ago to justify 
spending billions on the 
Olympics.

Organizers have been 
under pressure to cut 
costs, and they say they 
have cut billions by using 
existing venues. Tokyo is 
building eight new ven-
ues, but using 35 “tem-
porary” or older venues.

Koike described the 
Olympics and Paralym-
pics as an “accelera-

tor” to get things done, 
though research shows 
that the Olympic dead-
lines drive up costs. 
And Tokyo is famous for 
building things with or 
without the Olympics.

“I’d like the legacy of 
the 2020 Games to be 
something more intangi-
ble, a new way of think-
ing for people and for 
society,” she said.

Koike described the 
Paralympics, which 
open Aug. 25, 2020, 
as a “springboard” to 
make the city more ac-
cessible to people with 
disabilities.

The goals for next 
year are more mod-
est than they were in 
1964 when the Tokyo 

Olympics showcased 
bullet trains, futuristic 
designs, and a new ex-
pressway to document 
Japan’s recovery follow-
ing World War II.

A group of anti-Olym-
pic activists, many from 
outside Japan, have held 
small protests and oth-
er events in the last few 
days under the Japanese 
title “Hangorin no Kai’ 
roughly No Olympics.

They oppose Olym-
pic spending, which they 
says cuts into budgets for 
local housing and envi-
ronmental issues. They 
also call for more mon-
ey to rebuild Fukushima 
prefecture located north-
east of Tokyo.

“For us, the Olympics 

are a disaster,” Misako 
Ichimura, a spokeswom-
an for the anti-Olympic 
group, said on Tuesday. 
She said the billions 
spent on the Olympics 
should be used instead 
in to rebuild Fukushima, 
which was devastated by 
a 2011 earthquake, tsu-
nami and the meltdown 
of three nuclear reactors.

“The Olympics is 
scary entertainment for 
us,” she added.

Tokyo organizers 
have shattered records 
for local sponsorship rev-
enue, which has passed 
USD 3 billion about three 
times more than any pre-
vious Olympics.

The 2020 Games 
will showcase four new 

sports karate, skate-
boarding, sports climb-
ing, and surfing. Baseball 
and softball are returning 
to the sports program.

IOC President Bach 
has repeatedly described 
Tokyo preparations as 
“the best” in history. But 
there have been glitches 
and scandals.

Tsunekazu Takeda, 
the head of the Japa-
nese Olympic Commit-
tee, was forced to quit 
earlier this year when 
he was implicated in a 
vote-buying scheme to 
land the games.

He has denied wrong-
doing, but acknowl-
edged he signed off on 
about 2 million that 
French investigators al-
lege went to buy votes 
of some IOC members.

The 2016 Rio de Ja-
neiro Olympics are impli-
cated in the same kind of 
vote-buying bribery.

Tokyo organizers 
were also forced to re-
design their logo when 
the original draft faced 
charges of plagiarism, 
and an international la-
bor union has alleged 
work-safety violations at 
Olympic venues, largely 
regarding migrant labor.

A futuristic design 
for the new stadium by 
the-late British archi-
tect Zaha Hadid was 
scrapped when costs 
soared to 2 billion. Jap-
anese architect Kengo 
Kuma was chosen in-
stead with a design fo-
cused on wood lattice 
and greenery.

AYUSH ministry considering proposal 
to give yoga asanas status of sports

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 
The Ministry of AYUSH is 
working on a proposal to 
give ‘yoga asana’ the sta-
tus of sports to promote 
it and pave the way for 
its possible inclusion in 
Olympic games.

The National Board 
for Promotion and De-
velopment of Yoga and 
Naturopathy has rec-
ommended recognising 
yoga asana as a sport 
so that more youths 
adopt it, a government 
official said.

“Promoting it as a 
sport will be an added 
attraction for the youth. 
So maybe by the time 
we have the Olympics 
in 2036 or 2040, yoga 
asanas may find a place 
in the mega event,” the 
official said, adding there 
were very few sports of 
eastern, Asian or Indian 
origin in the internation-
al sports arena.

Joint Secretary in 
Ministry of AYUSH P N 
Ranjit Kumar said the 
proposal is currently 
under consideration and 
the ministry is in talks 
with the Sports Ministry 
over the issue.

Speaking at the ‘6th 
India Wellness Conclave 
2019 - Nurturing the 

Wellness Industry for a 
Healthier and Happier 
India’, organised by FICCI 
on Wednesday, he said 
that with India target-
ing to become a USD 
5 trillion economy by 
2024, the contribution 
of the wellness indus-
try is poised to be USD 
50 billion at current 
growth rate.

“However, we should 
aim for a faster growth to 
make it USD 100 billion 
industry and centre of 
new India growth story,” 
he said.

Stressing that yoga 
was gaining popularity 
world over, Kumar said 
that while there were 85 
lakh people who partici-
pated on the Internation-

al Day of Yoga in 2016, it 
rose to 2.8 crore in 2017, 
9.5 crore in 2018 and 13 
crore this year according 
to provisional figures.

“These are people 
who follow the yoga pro-
tocol on their own with-
out compulsion. It’s not 
about yoga. It’s about 
wellness, about main-
taining one’s own health, 
taking care of self and 
about a happier India,” 
he said.

The government is 
setting up Naturopathy 
Certification Board on 
the lines of Yoga Certi-
fication Board, Kumar 
added.

To support formal-
isation of the highly 
unorganised wellness 

and beauty industry, Dr 
Harish Nadkarni, CEO, 
National Accreditation 
Board for Hospitals 
and Healthcare Pro-
viders (NABH) said, “If 
cost is the concern for 
NABH accreditation, 
we can come out with 
entry level standards 
for the wellness centre, 
which will be win-win 
proposition for both 
the industry as well as 
NABH.”

Sharad Marathe, 
Chairman, AYUSH Task 
Force in the ministry said 
that the industry players 
should target the global 
market and that skill de-
velopment will happen 
the moment market de-
mands for it.

Goa govt seeks new dates for 
holding National Games

Growth of Indian table tennis has forced 
China, S Korea to notice us: Sharath

New Delhi, Jul 24 
(PTI): India’s recent 
streak of good perfor-
mances at tournaments 
like the Asian and Com-
monwealth Games has 
grabbed eye-balls in ta-
ble-tennis powerhouses 
like China and South Ko-
rea, according to veteran 
star A Sharath Kamal.

Indian paddlers had 
their best outing at the 
Gold CWG, bagging a re-
cord haul of eight medals 
including historic gold in 
the women’s team and 

singles event in Gold 
Coast Games in 2018.

A few months lat-
er, at the Asian Games, 
the paddlers ended a 
60-year-wait for a table 
tennis medal. The men’s 
team comprising veteran 
Sharath Kamal, G Sathi-
yan, Anthony Amalraj, 
Harmeet Desai and Ma-
nav Thakkar clinched a 
bronze at Jakarta.

“The teams are put-
ting us on a very high 
level in world competi-
tion. Olympic silver med-

allist Kim Taek-Soo from 
South Korea came after 
the Asian games and said 
told us Indian team has 
become very strong now,” 
Sharath said on the side-
lines of the Ultimate Table 
Tennis curtain raiser.

“Chinese coaches also 
lined up and clapped for 
us even though we didn’t 
beat them but because 
we put up a strong fight. 
So we know everyone 
is watching the growth 
of Indian Table Tennis,” 
Sharath added.

Panaji, Jul 24 (PTI): The 
Goa government is not in 
position to host the Na-
tional Games in Novem-
ber this year for want of 
necessary infrastructure 
and has requested the In-
dian Olympic Association 
(IOA) to allot fresh dates 
in May 2020, the Legis-
lative Assembly was told 
Wednesday.

Notably, the IOA had 
recently fined the Goa 
government for frequent-
ly missing the deadlines 
to host the games in the 
last four years. The Na-
tional Games were ear-
lier scheduled to be held 
in March- April 2019, 
but were postponed to 
November on account of 
Lok Sabha elections, by-
polls in the state and HSC 
examinations.

Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant told the 
Legislative Assembly 
Wednesday that it was 
not possible to put up the 
infrastructure required 

for hosting the National 
Games by November this 
year. “The Goa govern-
ment has requested the 
Indian Olympic Associ-
ation to grant minimum 
five-month time for hold-
ing the Games. We have 
requested the IOA to al-
lot dates in May 2020,” 
Sawant said.

Justifying its request 
for a new schedule, the 
CM said the government 
would have to issue ten-
ders for various works 
and that some equip-
ment have to be pur-
chased from abroad.

Meanwhile, state 
Sports Minister Manohar 
Ajgaonkar told the House 
in a written reply that the 
government had received 
Rs 97.80 crore for devel-

opment of infrastructure 
for the Games. He had 
earlier informed that the 
quantum of penalty was 
reduced to Rs six crore by 
the IOA after negotiations.

“The amount (Rs 
97.80 crore) received 
has been utilised for 
construction of infra-
structure meant for the 
Games, which was also 
used for the Lusofonia 
Games held in the year 
2014,” Ajgaonkar said.

The minister said the 
Sports Authorityof Goa 
(SAG) had availed loan 
towards construction of 
infrastructure for the or-
ganisation of Lusofonia 
Games. “The same infra-
structure will be utilised 
for the National Games,” 
he added.

Nikhat, Deepak 
storm into 
semis; India on 
a roll at Thai 
boxing tourney
New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 
Former junior world 
champion Nikhat Za-
reen (51kg) and Asian 
silver-medallist Deepak 
Singh (49kg) were the 
prominent ones to as-
sure themselves of med-
als on Wednesday as 
Indian boxers continued 
their commanding per-
formance at the Thailand 
International Tourna-
ment in Bangkok.

Nikhat, also an 
Asian Championships 
bronze-medallist, re-
corded a 5-0 triumph 
over Uzbekistan’s Sitora 
Shogdarova.

In the men’s draw, 
Deepak took barely a 
couple of minutes to 
leave his rival Samak 
Saehan of Thailand with 
a bloodied forehead, 
forcing a stoppage in the 
first round itself.

“The bout went well 
for me and I think my 
game is coming together 
very nicely,” Nikhat told 
PTI from Bangkok.

Also advancing to 
the medal rounds were 
Ashish (69kg), Man-
ju Rani (48kg), Brijesh 
Yadav (81kg) and Com-
monwealth Games 
bronze-medallist Mo-
hammed Husammuddin 
(56kg).

Ashish defeated Ja-
maica’s Joshua Frazer 
5-0, putting in a domi-
nating performance.

Husammuddin also 
toyed with his Korean 
rival Lee Yechan before 
fetching a 5-0 verdict, 
putting on quite a show 
with his attacking game.

Brijesh, on the other 
hand, had to toil a bit to 
edge past Thailand’s Jak-
ka Pong Yomkhot 4-1.

But Manju had no 
trouble out-punching It-
aly’s Roberta Bonati in 
the women’s draw. The 
Indian won on a unani-
mous decision.

However, Asian sil-
ver-medallist Manisha 
Moun (57kg) lost to Rus-
sia’s Luidmila Vorontso-
va in a unanimous ver-
dict to sign off without a 
medal at this event.

Selectors should 
be consistent, 
Shubman should 
have been in 
team: Ganguly
New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): 
Former India captain 
Sourav Ganguly on 
Wednesday questioned 
the omission of veter-
an Ajinkya Rahane and 
young Shubman Gill from 
the ODI squad for the 
tour of West Indies, urg-
ing the selection commit-
tee to be consistent with 
their policies.

An inconsistent Kedar 
Jadhav has been retained 
while Gill, who has been 
adjudged man-of-the-
series in the five List A 
games in the West Indies, 
scoring 218 runs. Ganguly 
took to Twitter to take a 
dig at the selectors stating 
the main agenda should 
be picking the best possi-
ble team and not making 
people happy.

“Time has come for 
Indian selectors to pick 
same players in all for-
mats of the game for 
rhythm and confidence.. 
too few are playing in all 
formats ..great teams had 
consistent players ..it’s not 
about making all happy 
but picking the best for the 
country and be consistent 
@bcci,” Ganguly tweeted. 
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2 S. Koreans, 15 Russians held 
in NKorea after boat drifts

Human sacrifice bridge rumours 
spark Bangladesh lynchingsindian-origin peer hails diverse 

Boris Johnson Cabinet
BY aDiti KhaNNa
london, Jul 24 (PTI): 
A prominent Indian-ori-
gin peer in the House of 
Lords on Wednesday said 
he believes that Britain’s 
Prime Minister-in-wait-
ing, Boris Johnson, will 
appoint one of the UK’s 
most ethnically diverse 
Cabinets in history.

With British Indi-
an Conservative Party 
parliamentarians Priti 
Patel, Rishi Sunak and 
Alok Sharma all tipped 
for frontline jobs in 
the new Cabinet, Lord 
Jitesh Gadhia said it 
signals the incoming 
prime minister’s very dif-
ferent approach to pol-
itics and critical issues 
such as immigration.

“Boris Johnson will 
appoint the most ethni-
cally diverse Cabinet in 
British history. This is a 
big moment and a bold 
statement by the incom-
ing prime minister. It 
proves that in modern 
Britain you can reach the 
highest office regardless 
of your background or 
origins,” Gadhia said.

“It also signals the 
different approach which 
Boris Johnson is expect-
ed to take towards im-
migration welcoming the 
best and brightest talent 
to the UK based on the 
needs of the economy 

rather than setting arbi-
trary targets,” he said.

Johnson won the Con-
servative Party leader-
ship election by a land-
slide, defeating foreign 
secretary Jeremy Hunt by 
92,153 votes to 46,656 
after the results of a 
month-long contest were 
announced on Tuesday. 

The 55-year-old ar-
dent Brexiteer is set to 
take formal charge at 
the 10 Downing Street 
later on Wednesday, 
when Theresa May’s 
term as a caretaker 
prime minister will 
come to an end with her 
final Prime Minister’s 
Questions in the House 
of Commons and then 
a meeting with Queen 

Elizabeth II to tender 
her resignation. 

The 93-year-old 
monarch will then invite 
Johnson to form the new 
government, following 
which he will make his 
first speech on the steps 
of Downing Street before 
heading indoors to final-
ise his team of Cabinet 
ministers.

Patel, a fellow Brex-
iteer alongside Sunak, 
the son-in-law of Info-
sys co-founder Naraya-
na Murthy, have both 
been prominent mem-
bers of the “Back Bo-
ris” campaign and are 
widely expected to be 
in the top team. 

Alok Sharma, a ju-
nior minister in the May 

Cabinet, is expected to 
be promoted by being 
given charge of his own 
ministry.  Pakistani-ori-
gin home secretary Sajid 
Javid, who was among 
the final six candidates 
to go head to head in 
the Tory leadership race 
and threw his weight be-
hind Johnson after being 
knocked out, is expect-
ed to win one of the top 
ministerial jobs as well.

The PM-elect’s con-
fidants have also indi-
cated that he is keen to 
redress the gender bal-
ance in Cabinet by ap-
pointing a large number 
of female lawmakers.

Gadhia believes John-
son will send out a strong 
unifying message with 

the new appointments, 
expected to be finalised 
this week before Parlia-
ment breaks for its sum-
mer recess from Friday. 

The peer, who hosted 
the first India Day in the 
Parliament last month, 
also expects that Johnson 
would be “pro-India” and 
establish a close rapport 
for Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

“During his leader-
ship campaign, he ex-
pressed his strong desire 
for India to be one of the 
most important part-
ners for UK on the global 
stage. Boris was among 
the first global leaders 
to congratulate Prime 
Minister Modi following 
his recent election vic-
tory and welcomed his 
optimistic vision of New 
India and looked forward 
to an even closer part-
nership between UK and 
India in the years ahead,” 
he said.

“As Mayor of London, 
Boris Johnson travelled 
extensively across India 
in 2012 and received a 
warm reception wher-
ever he went. I am con-
fident that Prime Min-
ister Modi and Boris 
Johnson will establish 
a close rapport as they 
have similar optimistic 
visions for their coun-
tries,” he added.

landslide hits village in 
China, kills 11 people Pak PM Khan faces protests by religious 

and ethnic minorities during first US visit

Sri lanka pacer Nuwan 
Kulasekara calls it a day

No common pattern of mob 
lynching in country: Govt in RS

Dhaka, Jul 24 (AFP): 
Eight people have been 
killed in vigilante lynch-
ings in Bangladesh 
sparked by rumours on 
social media of children 
being kidnapped and 
sacrificed as offerings 
for the construction of a 
mega-bridge, police said 
Wednesday.

The victims -- which 
include two women -- 
were targeted by angry 
mobs over the rumours, 
spread mostly on Face-
book, that said human 
heads were required 
for the massive 3 billion 
project, police chief Javed 
Patwary said.

“We have analysed 
every single case of these 
eight killings. Those who 
were killed by lynching 
mobs -- no-one was a 
child kidnapper,” Pat-
wary told reporters in 
Dhaka.

More than 30 other 
people have been at-
tacked in connection 

with the rumours.
Patwary said police 

stations across the coun-
try had been ordered to 
crack down on rumours, 
and at least 25 YouTube 
channels, 60 Facebook 
pages and 10 websites 
have been shut down.

AFP has identified 
several posts still on 
Facebook that share the 
rumour, however.

Mob lynchings are 
common in Bangladesh, 
but the latest incidents 
are particularly brutal.

Local media said they 
started after reports cir-
culated of a young man 
allegedly found carrying 
the severed head of a 
child in the northern dis-
trict of Netrokona.

Among the latest vic-
tims was a single mother-
of-two, Taslima Begum, 
who was beaten to death 
in front of a Dhaka school 
on Saturday by a mob 
which suspected her of 
being a child kidnapper, 

a police official told AFP.
A deaf man was also 

beaten to death outside 
the capital that day while 
trying to visit his daugh-
ter. Police said eight peo-
ple have been arrested 
over Begum’s murder, 
and at least five others 
detained for their role in 
spreading the rumour on 
social media.

The lynchings could 
be “a sign of people’s 
distrust in the existing 
law and order system”, 
Dhaka University sociol-
ogy professor Monirul 
Islam told AFP.

The bridge -- which 
is set to be Bangladesh’s 
biggest -- is being built 
on the Padma, a major 
tributary of the Ganges.

Rumours of human 
sacrifices being required 
for a bridge in Bangla-
desh have surfaced be-
fore, with several people 
attacked in 2010 over an-
other structure, accord-
ing to local media.

New Delhi, July 24 (PTI): 
There is no common 
pattern of mob lynching 
across the country with 
incidents occurring in 
different states ruled by 
different political dispen-
sations, the government 
said in Rajya Sabha on 
Wednesday.

Minister of State for 
Home Affairs G Kishan 
Reddy said during Ques-
tion Hour that the BJP 
government was serious 
about tackling the issue 
and the prime minister 
had expressed concern.

“Available data shows 
that there is no common 
pattern of mob lynching 
and incidents have hap-
pened in different states 

at different times. Inci-
dents have happened in 
different states ruled by 
different political par-
ties,” he said.

Reddy said such inci-
dents have been report-
ed from Tripura, West 
Bengal and Kerala and 
had occurred previous-
ly also. Earlier, Leader 
of the Opposition in the 
Upper House Ghulam 
Nabi Azad said during 
the last five years, in-
cidents of lynching and 
violence against mi-
norities and Dalits have 
become too common.

He said these were 
not shown on television 
but whatsapp messag-
es circulating show that 

minorities were forced 
to chant slogans by mem-
bers associated to a po-
litical party and asked 
how many advisories 
were sent by the Centre 
to state governments in 
this regard.

Later Manoj Kumar 
Jha (RJD) raised the is-
sue of communal riots 
in Muzzaffarnagar, say-
ing 40 accused have 
been acquitted.

He questioned what 
is being done for witness 
protection.

To this, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said the 
minister concerned can 
only respond when he 
has information on the 
specified time period.

Colombo, Jul 24 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka seamer Nuwan 
Kulasekara has decided 
to call time on his inter-
national career, finish-
ing as the third highest 
wicket-taker among his 
country’s pace bowlers 
after Chaminda Vaas and 
Lasith Malinga.

For Indian fans, their 
biggest connect with Ku-
lasekara would be Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni hitting 
him for the Wold Cup-win-
ning six at the Wankhede 
Stadium in 2011.

The 37-year-old had 

199 scalps in 184 ODIs 
while he took another 66 
wickets in 58 T20 match-
es in a career spanning 
over 15 years. He also 
played 21 Tests for 
the island nation tak-
ing 48 wickets. 

Kulasekara last rep-
resented Sri Lanka in an 
ODI against Zimbabwe in 
Hambantota in July 2017 
and hasn’t played any 
competitive match since 
March 2018.

Kulasekara was one 
of Sri Lanka’s heroes 
during their victorious 

2014 World T20 cam-
paign in which he took 
eight wickets in six 
matches at an economy 
rate of 6.42. 

In the final against In-
dia in Dhaka, Kulasekara 
had figures of 1 for 29 
with Yuvraj Singh failing 
to go big against him.

Kulasekara was 
ranked as the No.1 
bowler in March 2009 
ICC rankings and his ca-
reer-best ODI figures of 
5 for 22 came in 2013 
against Australia in 
Brisbane.

By lAIT K JhA
Washington, Jul 24 
(PTI): Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on his maid-
en visit to the US faced 
protests by ethnic and 
religious minorities from 
Pakistan, drawing the at-
tention of the Trump ad-
ministration towards hu-
man rights violations and 
forced disappearances in 
that country. The Moha-
jirs and the Balochs are 
accusing the Pakistani 
security agencies of en-
gaging in human rights 
violations against the mi-
nority communities.

Mohajirs are Ur-
du-speaking people who 
migrated from India 
during partition. A large 
number of Mohajirs re-
side in Sindh province’s 
urban areas - notably in 
Karachi, Hyderabad, Mir-
purkhas and Sukkur. The 
minority group has time 
and again accused the 
Pakistan government of 
human rights violation.

Balochs living in 
the US have been rais-
ing their voice against 
alleged atrocities, dis-
appearance and human 
rights violations in the 
country’s southwestern 
Balochistan province by 
Pakistani security forces.

At separate rallies in 
front of the White House, 
US Capitol and in front 
of US Institute of Peace 
building, the Muttahida 
Quami Movement (MQM) 
brought together ethnic 
and minority groups, in-
cluding Balochs, to pro-
test against Khan.

MQM held a peaceful 
protest against Khan in 
front of the US Capitol on 
Sunday alleging that Mo-
hajirs are being subject-
ed to grave human rights 
violations in Karachi and 
other parts of the coun-
try. A group of Baloch 
activists also raised an-
ti-Pakistan slogans during 
Prime Minister Khan’s ad-
dress to the diaspora here, 
demanding freedom for 
the country’s southwest-
ern Balochistan province 
on Monday.

Khan was on a three-
day visit to the US where 
he met President Trump 
and discussed ways to 

resolve the Afghanistan 
conflict and the chal-
lenge terrorism poses to 
the regional stability.

The Jul 21-23 visit of 
the prime minister was 
the first summit-level 
engagement between 
Pakistan and the United 
States since 2015.

The protesters be-
longing to Mohajir 
(MQM), Baloch, Pash-
toon, Sindhi, Giligit 
Baltistan and Saraiki 
communities urged the 
US Government to raise 
the issue of human rights 
violations with Khan 
during their meeting.

We demand (to) stop 
mass killings of civilians 
and state sponsored ter-
rorism by the Pakistan 
Army in Sindh, Baloch-
istan and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Rehan Ibadat, 
one of the protesters 
who joined the protest in 
front of the White House 
on Monday, said.

The protesters sought 
the release of political 
prisoners, members of 
Parliament Ali Wazir and 
Mohsin Dawar from the 
custody of Pakistan mil-
itary and demanded lift-
ing ban on Altaf Hussain 
and speeches of other 
political leaders.

Seoul, Jul 24 (AP): Seoul 
says two South Koreans 
and 15 Russians have 
been held in North Ko-
rea for a week after their 
boat drifted into North 
Korean waters.

Seoul’s Unification 
Ministry said Wednes-
day that the crew mem-
bers were aboard a Rus-
sia-flagged fishing boat 
when it was detained by 
North Korea on July 17.

A ministry statement 
says North Korea hasn’t 
responded South Korea’s 
repeated calls for their 

repartition. North Korea 
is holding six other South 
Koreans it has detained 
in recent years for al-
leged attempts to build 
underground churches 
inside the North and oth-
er charges.

Ties between the 
Koreas improved last 
year after North Korea 
entered into talks on its 
nuclear program. But 
North Korea has reduced 
its exchanges with South 
Korea amid a lack of 
progress in nuclear di-
plomacy.

By K J M Varma
Beijing, Jul 24 (PTI): A 
landslide has hit a vil-
lage in southwest China’s 
Guizhou Province, killing 
11 people and leaving 
34 others missing, the 
local authorities said on 
Wednesday.

The landslide en-
gulfed a village in the city 
of Liupanshui on Tues-
day, burying 21 houses. 
More than 50 people 
were living in the affect-
ed area when the land-
slide struck it, according 
to rescuers.

So far, 11 people have 
been found dead, an-
other 11 were rescued, 
and an estimated 34 re-
mained missing, state-
run Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The rescue work is 
still going on.

The Ministry of Emer-

gency Management said 
Wednesday that it im-
mediately activated an 
emergency response and 
sent a team to the site to 
assist the local govern-
ments in disaster relief.

Currently, some 560 
professional rescuers are 
searching the site thor-
oughly for the missing to 
minimise casualties, the 
ministry said.

The ministry called 
for intensified geologi-
cal and meteorological 
monitoring to prevent 
secondary disasters, and 
efforts to ensure the safe-
ty of rescuers.

Another landslide 
struck a construction site 
in a village in Hezhang 
County in Guizhou Prov-
ince on Tuesday, leaving 
one dead and six others 
missing, according to the 
county government.
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CHANEL GIRL!  The actress, Bella Thorne was 
spotted wearing some Chanel eyewear at her Barnes 
and Noble book event.
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the BIG
PIC

Aries: Examine the idea you parted ways 
with a while ago. What is the reason behind 
this bitter breakup? Did you not believe in 
yourself enough or did you lack the resourc-
es required to set things up? Resurrection is 
on the cards, Aries. Grab the opportunity to 
breathe new life into the given project.
Tip: This is a time of resurrection on the 
work front.
TAurus: Two words, Taurus: financial 
planning. You don’t want to bear the brunt 
of your own miscalculations. From now on, 
plan ahead and be extra vigilant about your 
expenditure. Avoid partnering up with peo-
ple who spell trouble from the start. 
Tip: Understand how you can manage 
your finances better.
Gemini: What a wonderful feeling it is 
to be in the right place at the right time. 
The work you are putting in is yielding 
success, recognition and power. Plus, the 
kind of financial stability that was once a 
distant dream. Find a way to balance your 
creative and entrepreneurial side, Gemini. 
This is the secret to joining the league of 

the power players.
Tip: Find a way to harness both your cre-
ative and entrepreneurial skills.
CAnCer: When you’re at the end of the 
tunnel is when the light finally appears. 
Cancer, don’t back down now. Just see 
how you can reroute. This is the secret to 
finding a new way to arrive at the desired 
destination. Remember, you don’t have to 
deal with the trauma alone. 
Tip: If you’ve reached the end of the road, reroute.
Leo: “Imagine one of the most important 
symbols in alchemy: a snake biting its own 
tail. That’s what life is for people like you 
and me. We’re constantly destroying and 
rebuilding ourselves,” Paulo Coelho narrat-
ed. Where are you in your journey of cre-
ative-destruction? What outmoded identities 
are you letting go of? Continue to shed old 
skin, Leo. You are in the process of becom-
ing more *you* than you ever have.
Tip: You are in the process of becoming 
the most authentic version of yourself.
VirGo: The gestation period is just as 
important as the birthing process. You’ve 

planted your seeds with intention, wild 
one. Now continue to love and nurture 
them the way a mother would. If there’s 
one thing this phase of your life is teach-
ing you, it’s that patience certainly is a vir-
tue. Take a moment to reflect on your past 
patterns as well. This will give you a deep-
er understanding of the methods that have 
worked for you and the ones that have not.
Tip: The gestation period is just as the birth.
LibrA: A warrior always has two options: 
doing the right thing and taking the easy 
way out. Stand up for the truth, Libra. Be 
the voice of the underdog. Understand that 
every action we take has a karmic imprint. 
So, you want to wield your power for the 
greater good. 
Tip: Wield your power for the greater good.
sCorpio: “Make a conscious effort to 
surround yourself with positive nourishing 
and uplifting people—people who believe 
in you and encourage you to go after your 
dreams, and applaud your victories.” A 
Jack Canfield quote that perfectly describes 
where you are at in this moment. Continue to 

make magick with your good vibe tribe. You 
are inspiring each other to be a better version 
of yourself—each and every day.
Tip: Make magick with your good vibe tribe.
sAGiTTArius: So what if you failed a 
few times? So what if you got bruised in 
the bargain? Don’t let that stop you from 
believing in your own power and poten-
tial. This is the week to challenge all the 
self-negating beliefs you have held onto, 
and show your circumstances that you are 
invincible. Keep in mind that there’s a fine 
line between being daring and being reck-
less though. 
Tip: This is the week to challenge your 
self-negating beliefs.
CApriCorn: The money you desire 
could be slow to come to you. But this may 
not be a negative in the larger scheme of 
things. Other things you want to consid-
er before you create a downward spiral in 
your head: #1 Is the project I am working 
in alignment with my higher goals? #2 Will 
this association benefit me in the long run? 
#3 Will it open the door to the future I have 

always envisioned for myself? 
Tip: Focus on the positives and you will 
discover that are a multitude.
AquArius: Lo and behold, Aquarius! 
The gates of abundance are opening for 
you. You are now ready to receive the kind 
of wealth you both desire and deserve. 
What you want to keep in mind when the 
numbers multiply is that you have big 
plans for the future—like the company 
you want to build for yourself or the proj-
ect you want to fund. 
Tip: You are ready to receive the wealth 
you truly deserve.
pisCes: You are this close to the fin-
ish line. Don’t let your negative thought 
patterns get the better of you or make 
you doubt all the things you are capable 
of. What you’re being asked to focus on: 
offering the metaphorical darkness within 
to the flames. A Robin Sharma quote to 
awaken you to the power of your subcon-
scious mind: “Everything is created twice. 
First in the mind and then in reality.”
Tip: Awaken to your inherent power.

Book to tell behind-the-scenes 
tales of Harry Potter play

Gwen Stefani cancels 
Las Vegas gig

Hero has no gender: Taapsee Pannu

Online bullying daunting, can 
affect family members: Ananya

Mumbai, Jul 24 (PTI): Newcom-
er Ananya Panday says online 
bullying can be extremely daunt-
ing as it not only disturbs the vic-
tim but also family members.

The “Student of the Year 2” 
actor was at the receiving end of 
accusations on social media that 
she lied about getting selected in 
a prestigious US university.

Ananya eventually shot down 
the rumours by posting a photo 
of her with the university’s letter 
of acceptance.

In an interview with PTI, the 
actor said social media bullying 
is quite prevalent in the society 
nowadays and it affected not just 
her but “everyone around me”.

“It affected my family be-
cause they felt that I have 
worked so hard in my entire 
life, and that’s why is someone 
bringing me down. 

“I realized people believe ev-
erything, whatever is fed to them 
online. I feel that they are being 
really irresponsible as they are 
spreading incorrect information. 
They need to be more responsi-
ble,” Ananya said.

The actor said the bullying 
was “daunting for sure” with mo-
ments of doubt but she emerged 
stronger as she had a solid sup-
port system of friends and family. 

It eventually became a trigger 

for her to launch ‘So Positive’, a 
special initiative against social 
media bullying which she had 
been thinking for a while. 

“’So Positive’ is here to tell 
people that if they don’t have 
people to talk to in life, then 
they can talk to me on this dig-
ital platform. I feel they are not 
the only ones going through 
this,” she added.

The initiative aims at spread-
ing awareness about social me-
dia bullying and the measures 
that can be taken by the victims 
in order to deal with it.

The 20-year-old actor said 
she was initially scared as she did 
not know how people would re-
act to the initiative but felt it was 
an important topic to talk about 
as it is barely discussed.

“I believe that ignorance is 
bliss and I believe in quietly do-
ing your work and ignoring stuff, 
that’s also because I am slightly 
more thick skinned... But I have 
to realise that not everyone is the 
same and they might not be able 
to handle it in the same way.

“So, I want to provide people 
with every option they can deal 
with it. To build the community, 
to create awareness and just to 
let people know that they are not 
alone and they have someone to 
talk to,” Ananya said.

Mumbai, Jul 24 (PTI): In an industry where a male actor is 
called a hero, Taapsee Pannu says her aim is to break this gen-
der-based stereotype and she plans 
to do so slowly and steadily.

The 31-year-old actor believes 
the acceptance for female-centric 
films from both the industry and 
audience can help bridge the gap 
between male and female actors be-
ing successful at the box office. 

“I feel hero has no gender and I 
am trying to prove that. We have for 
so many years fed our audience that 
hero is a gender-based term and 
they have also accepted that. 

“Now the change can not come 
overnight, it will be slow and steady. 
It requires a lot of perseverance 
from the side of all-female actors 
who are trying to bring the change,” 
Taapsee told PTI. 

Citing the example of her last 
release “Game Over”, she said the 
home invasion thriller did not make 
it to the Rs 100 crore club and it is a 
fact she accepts. 

“I am expecting and hoping that 
it will become a commercially suc-
cessful film so that other people will 
take a risk in the future,” she added.

Taapsee’s last two releases “Badla” (over Rs 100 crore in 
India) and “Game Over” (Rs 11 crore in India) were fronted by 

a woman protagonist and the actor believes there is an audi-
ence for female-driven cinema today.

“We are in the tran-
sition phase. All kinds of 
good films in this space 
are being accepted. Like 
‘Game Over’ was a dark 
film, it did not have a reg-
ular entertainment quo-
tient like a song or a com-
edy scene or anything. It 
is not visually that easily 
an attractive film but it 
got good response. Such 
films require a certain 
kind of trust from the au-
dience.” 

There is a perception 
that usually mainstream 
potboilers with A-listers 
tend to be a crowd-puller 
to the theatres but the ac-
tor believes it isn’t neces-
sary to choose films that 
are only commercial. 

“I am not giving up 
easily and not succumb-
ing to this pressure that I 
have to do a certain kind 
of films to make sure I am 

saleable. I am ready to push the boundary slowly and steadily 
as in every way possible. 

“But I can’t change my choice because it doesn’t fall into 
the conventional formula. I am ok to have my own audience 
but an audience that believes in my choice of films.” 

Taapsee’s other two releases this year are “Mission 
Mangal” and “Saand Ki Aankh”. The actor is also work-
ing on a Tamil action thriller.

los Angeles, Jul 24 (PTI): Singer Gwen Stefani 
has cancelled an upcoming performance in Las 
Vegas due to ill health.

The 49-year-old musician, who is on an ex-
tended Las Vegas residency till November, said 
that her show at Zappos Theater, scheduled for 
Wednesday, has been called off. 

“I am so upset to share that I am unwell & will 
not be able to perform my Vegas residency show 
tomorrow night. I was so looking forward to see-
ing everyone & performing and I wish I wasn’t 
feeling the way I do.

“To everyone who was coming to Wednesday’s 
show, I am so sorry. I am doing everything I can 
to be back on stage on Friday,” Stefani wrote on 
Instagram on Tuesday.

Refunds for Wednesday’s performance are be-
ing offered at point of purchase, reported ETOn-
line. Live Nation Las Vegas and Caesars Entertain-
ment said that the singer “does anticipate recov-
ery and plans to return to stage for her scheduled 
show on Friday”.

New Delhi, Jul 24 (PTI): In some good news 
for Potterheads, a new book will chronicle be-
hind-the-scenes details of the award-winning 
play “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child”.

Replete with photographs of the Wizard-
ing World and of the backstage, interviews, 
sketches, notes, and 
unbelievable trivia, 
“Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child: 
The Journey Behind 
the Scenes of the 
A w a r d - W i n n i n g 
Stage Production” 
is slated to be re-
leased in India on 
November 1.

Hachette imprint 
Little, Brown will be 
publishing the book by Harry Potter Theatri-
cal Productions and Jody Revenson.

The book traces the show’s journey to 
the stage - from the earliest phases of de-
velopment with producers Sonia Friedman 
and Colin Callender, to the crafting of the 
eighth Harry Potter story with J K Rowling, 
director John Tiffany and playwright Jack 
Thorne, and to the gathering of a team of 
artists and actors together to bring this new 

part of Harry’s story to life.
“Harry Potter and the Cursed Child” is re-

garded as one of the most celebrated stage 
productions of the past decade. Opening in 
London’s West End in 2016, on Broadway in 
2018 and in Melbourne this year - and with 

more productions 
worldwide still to 
come including San 
Francisco later this 
year - the play has 
broken records, 
collected countless 
rave reviews and 
awards, and cap-
tivated audienc-
es. According to 
the publisher, this 
book is the “ulti-

mate backstage pass that every Harry Pot-
ter fan has been waiting for ‘Harry Potter 
and The Cursed Child’ was first published in 
July 2016 and was the fastest selling book 
of the decade”.

The “Harry Potter” series, published be-
tween 1997 and 2007, have sold over 450 mil-
lion copies worldwide, distributed in more than 
200 territories and translated into 79 languag-
es, and have been turned into eight films.


