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IN GRATITUDE
I would like to take this opportunity to convey my heartfelt 

gratitude to all my supporters, Voters and Well-wishers for 
your unconditional and unwavering 
support throughout the entire 
election journey and process.

Despite the outcome of the 
election, I can honestly state that I am 
overwhelmed by the spontaneous 
affection and encouragement given 
to me. I seek all your blessings today 
and in the future, rest assured, my 
good wishes are always with you 
and your families.

ASHIS RAI
26, ARITHANG

Overnight rain damages sections 
of North Sikkim Highway

SKM CM and Ministers to 
take oath of office today

Arpan Pradhan
Gangtok, 26 May:

The was frenetic ac-
tivity at Paljor Stadi-

um today as the facility 
was being prepared for 
the swearing in of the 
new Chief Minister and 
the Council of Ministers 
scheduled for 10AM on 
Monday. This venue will 
be a first for Sikkim since 
the swearing-in cere-
mony is usually held at 
the Raj Bhavan. Mean-
while, uncertainty over 
who will take oath as the 
Chief Minister have also 
been laid to rest with the 
Governor today accept-
ing the proposal of SKM 
president, PS Tamang 
[Golay], to form the gov-

ernment in Sikkim.
Mr Tamang, accom-

panied by his MLAs, it 
may be recalled, had 

called on the Governor 
on Saturday morning and 
formally submitted the 
party’s claim to form the 

new State Government. 
There has been some 

confusion over the chief 
ministerial candidate. 

While the SKM legislators 
had chosen Mr Tamang 
as their Chief Minister, his 
conviction in a corruption 
case disqualifies him from 
contesting elections just 
yet. A person not elected 
into the legislative as-
sembly, if s/he is made 
Chief Minister, needs to 
win an assembly election 
within six months of her/ 
his appointment.  

This condition com-
plicates Mr Tamang’s 
candidature for the CM’s 
post and must have been 
the reason why it took 
more than 24 hours for 
the Governor to accept 
the SKM claim to form 
the government with Mr 
Tamang as their CM.

The memorandum 
submitted to the Governor 
is signed by Mr Tamang 
not only as the SKM pres-
ident but also as the lead-
er of the legislative party 
of SKM, this latter status 
making him the CM select-
ed by the party.

A press communiqué 
from Raj Bhavan con-
firms that the Governor 
has accepted “the mem-
orandum submitted by 
Shri Prem Singh Tamang 
(Goley), President of Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
Party and leader of Leg-
islative Party of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha to 
form the government.” 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 26 May:

Heavy overnight rain 
has damaged several 

sections of North Sikkim 
Highway along the Dik-
chu-Mangan axis which 
was blocked at 4th Mile 
today due to a landslide.

Light vehicles plying 
on this road to Mangan 
had to hence proceed via 
Dzongu. Weather permit-
ting, regular traffic is ex-
pected to be restored by 
Monday morning.

The highway was 
also initially blocked at 
Namok Khola and was 
restored by evening.

Meanwhile, the Man-
gan-Chungthang road was 
also blocked at Lanthey Kho-

la and Rel Khola and both 
were restored by evening.

Until the blockages 
were cleared, commuters 
had to opt for transship-

ment. Stranded vehicles, 
however, could move 
across only after the 
stretches were cleared.

The rain and slides 

have also damaged the 
water supply lines from 
the Rang Rang and Tey-
nam sources. Repair 
works are underway.

SUPPORTERS GATHER AT MINTOKGANG TO BID 
EMOTIONAL SEND-OFF TO THEIR CM

People have not rejected SDF, just given 
it a new responsibility: Chamling

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 26 May:

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, currently 

officiating as the care-
taker CM until the new 
CM and his Ministers 
are sworn in on Monday, 
left his official residence 
for the past 25 years, 
Mintokgang, for his home 
at Ghurpishey in Namchi. 
His farewell was an emo-
tion event with support-

ers and well-wishers ar-
riving in large numbers 
to send him off. There 
were many teary eyes 
and also much sobbing 
and crying as people 
poured out their emo-
tions on his departure.

Mr Chamling how-
ever put up a lighter de-
meanor, comforting his 
well-wishers and reiter-
ating that he welcomed 
the new role shouldered 

on him by the people of 
Sikkim. He smiled and 
joked and assured the 
people  he would  con-
tinue to remain connect-
ed with them and work 
for them.

“I respect the man-
date of the people and 
wholeheartedly accept 
the election results. Peo-
ple have given the victo-
ry to SKM and handed 
over the government 
to them. I congratulate 
the leader of SKM and 
his MLAs on forming 
the government. I also 
congratulate the people 
of Sikkim for electing 
their government as per 
democratic norms,” he 
said while speaking to  
media-persons outside 
Mintokgang today.

He further stressed 
that it was important 
to bear in mind that the 
“people of Sikkim have 
not rejected the SDF but 
only changed its role.” 

“The Sikkimese had 
given us the responsi-
bility to run the govern-
ment for 25 years and in 
this election they decid-
ed to give us the respon-
sibility of an opposition 
party. We will fulfill 
our responsibility in an 
honest manner… this we 
promise the people of 
Sikkim,” he said.

When asked where he 
would be based – Namchi 

turn to pg02



2 SummitTIMES | 27 May 2019 SikkimSCAN

To book ad-space, contact 
SummitTIMES at
GANGTOK:
For circulation details Contact:  (Sandeep) 
9734152451 
& for Advertisement booking at 
9933427505 or at office no 03592 208698. 
Mail us at advertise@summittimes.com 
SILIGURI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. 
Ambedkar Building, Room No.7, 1st floor. 
Opp. Ganga Hotel. Hill Cart Road. Siligu-
ri – 03. Ph. 9832318644/ 9800682989/ 
9153035100 or mail at mani_siliguri@
yahoo.co.in.
KOLKATA OFFICE:
Irshad Ali/ Imteeyaz. Synapse,  6, Madan 
Street, Mezine – 2, 2nd floor. Kolkata 
– 700072. Ph. 033-22124348/ fax 033-
22124337/ mob. 9830547774/ 983108397. 
E-mail: contact.synapse@gmail.com/ 
irshad_ali123@rediffmail.com

or Gangtok, Mr Chamling informed that he would 
be mostly working out of Gangtok and will be travel-
ling frequently to Namchi and Gyalshing.

“My headquarters will be in Sikkim,” he quipped, 
adding, “I will reach out to every person in Sikkim. I 
want to set up my headquarters in their mind.” 

After receiving a guard of honour from the Sikkim 
Police, the CM left Mintokgang. His motorcade was 
joined by SDF party workers and supporters who 
raised slogans in his support all along the route.

People have...

Parivartan for Whom?
VIEWPOINT

SHRADHA T K LAMA

After 25 years in power, the Sikkim 
Democratic Front led by Pawan 

Chamling has finally been ousted from 
office, winning 15 seats in the assembly 
elections, two seats behind the winning 
party Sikkim Krantrikari Morcha which 
is now preparing to form the new gov-
ernment with 17 seats. 

The emotions in Sikkim are var-
ied. The quest for change, the taste of 
something new after 25 years, the pos-
sibilities of better amenities in the face 
of growing unemployment, unstable 
health facilities and rampant adhoicsm.

Parliamentary democracy in Sikkim 
implemented in post Indian annex-
ation era 1975 has had its own ups 
and downs. Successive governments 
have negotiated their way to pow-
er with a mix of kinship ties in the 
close knit society, the money power 
in the class ridden society and mus-
cle power in an entrenched patriarchal 
society. The 45 years of parliamentary 
democracy in Sikkim have been partic-
ularly marked by the role of money in 
the political sphere.

The influx of money into Sikkim 
which had started in the post annex-
ation era, largely through all the “de-
velopment” projects has resulted in 
large scale corruption. The Indian gov-
ernment’s largest aid to Sikkim which 
was three and a half crores before 1975 
increased to thirty-six crores a year af-
ter 1975 (highest aid per capita). The 
increase in budget was done deliber-
ately to curb people’s dissent against 
the neo-colonial actions of the Indian 
government in Sikkim, at least during 
the early years. 

Corruption is not just a political 
phenomenon but an everyday reality 
in Sikkim society. That corruption is 
rampant in all departments is known 
and normalized. It is accepted that 
complaints against the embezzlement 
are muzzled because every family has 
a relative or cousin engaging and prof-
iting from it. 

Today in Sikkim, Health facilities 
lack even basic amenities. Every check-
up requires people to travel to private 
hospitals in north Bengal, which is 
extremely difficult for those from the 
lower classes. What is menacing in all 
this is the fact that in a society that has 
seen such an increase in the standard 
of living among the upper classes, basic 
amenities continue to remain scarce for 
people in the lower strata of the society. 
The everyday wage of those employed 
as wage labor and other unorganized 

sector is minuscule to 
living a standard life. 

Apart from this, 
the condition of gov-
ernment schools remains disheart-
ening and the Sikkimese upper class 
send their children to the elite local 
schools in Gangtok or the lavish board-
ing schools in Darjeeling or to private 
schools in north Bengal.

The Sikkim Krantrikari Morcha 
which is now going to form the new 

government has promised many things 
in its manifesto - promises of employ-
ment for all unemployed youth within 
100 days of its government formation, 
Unemployment income of 10,000, loan 
waiver for farmers, permanent jobs, in-
crease in salary for govt school teach-
ers etc. For the indigenous minority of 
the state, it has promised to safeguard 
the separate status of Sikkim, seat res-
ervation for Tamangs and Limboos and 
voiced its opposition to the communal-
ly motivated Citizenship Amendment 
Bill (CAB). The promises of the now 
ousted Sikkim Democratic Front were 
more or less the same in its manifesto. 
In fact, to speak of employment, perma-
nent jobs and amenities for ethnic mi-
norities have been the road followed by 
all political parties in Sikkim. 

Although the SKM has promised to 
safeguard 371F, old laws and oppose 
the citizenship amendment bill there 
still remains a lot of loopholes in their 
promises. Before the elections, there 
were efforts to form an SKM-BJP alli-
ance. In the 2014 elections, SKM openly 

pitched its sup-
port for the then 
prime ministerial 
candidate Naren-

dra Modi. Their close relationship with 
the Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) whose 
policies and actions of Hindutva against 
religious and caste minorities in main-
land India, is worrisome. 

The BJP has been an active force 
in trying to implement the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill in the North-East. How 

SKM will negotiate with the BJP govern-
ment which has won again at the Center 
is still under question. Will it be able to 
maintain autonomy, which is integral to 
ensure and maintain the separate sta-
tus of Sikkim?

Today more than ever, provisions 
such as Sikkim subject, old laws, land 
rights, 371F need to be safeguarded. 
The BJP government at the center 
over the past five years has done all 
it can to propagate its idea of Hindu 
Rashtra across the states in the north-
east. Assam serves as a great learning 
ground for us as we see the Assamese 
today negotiating between the NRC 
and the CAB. This imagination of a 
uniform Hindu nation-state will have 
overriding effects on communities 
in the fringes; our distinct history, 
culture and practices will eventually 
erode if we do not build the conscious 
resistance in due time. To say that 
these are issues concerning only the 
mainland is ill-advised. It is wrong to 
assume that Sikkim will be able to re-
main immune to the larger polariza-

tion taking place across the country.
The 2019 elections in Sikkim will 

be remembered but whether for the 
better or worse is something we will 
only know in the coming days. The 
Sikkim Krantrikari Morcha in terms of 
policies does not seem to be offering 
anything new to the Sikkimese janta.  
Their primary slogan throughout the 
campaign centered around the need 
for change (Parivartan) but what form 
of change or change for whom wasn’t 

elaborated upon. To what extent this 
Parivatran reigns for the working 
classes, the lower classes and the in-
digenous sikkim subject holders will 
only be known in the coming days.  
The ranks of SKM continues to be 
filled with sons and daughters of for-
mer ministers, heirs of big business, 
of the local elite who leave no modes-
ty in flaunting their family lineages in 
a still feudally arranged society.  

The Sikkimese people have spoken 
this time nevertheless. They wanted 
change, a new face, an anticipation of 
a new era after 25 years of monotony, 
corruption, dwindling working con-
ditions and empty promises. What 
lies ahead for us after 54 years of 
electoral democracy is only for to-
morrow to tell.  Was the Samjhau-
ta that took place in 8th may 1973 
worth all that has happened in our so-
ciety over the years? 

[the writer hails from Jorethang, 
South Sikkim, and is currently 

pursuing her Masters from Lady 
Sri Ram College, New Delhi] 

SDF legislators to 
boycott govt swearing in
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 26 May:

Sikkim Democratic Front legislators will be boy-
cotting the swearing in ceremony of the SKM 

Government at Paljor Stadium on Monday.
An SDF press release informs that the decision 

was taken to register the party’s protest against 
the “blatant disregard” of Supreme Court rulings 
and all norms of democracy being shown by the 
SKM in going ahead with their party president, PS 
Tamang [Golay] as the Chief Minister.

Mr Tamang, it may be recalled, did not con-
test the assembly elections. While a person who 
has not been elected an MLA is allowed to be-
come CM, the law requires him to get elected 
into the legislative assembly within six months 
of taking office as CM. 

Mr Tamang as CM comes with a unique compli-
cation in that his conviction in a corruption case 
bars him from contesting elections for the present.

A Supreme Court judgment in a similar case 
[involving J Jayalalitha] argued that a person who 
is disqualified from being a member of the State 
legislature cannot be appointed as a chief minister.

The SDF is holding up this judgment as the 
reason behind their decision to boycott the 
swearing in ceremony during which Mr Tamang 
is expected to take oath of office as the new 
Chief Minister of Sikkim.

The party has cited the incidents of post-poll 
violence, allegedly by SKM party workers targeting 
SDF supporters as another reason they will be stay-
ing away from Paljor Stadium on Monday in protest.

SRP congratulates SKM; Open 
to merger if new govt delivers

SHRAVAN CHETTRI
Gangtok, 26 May

Sikkim Republican Par-
ty, while extending 

congratulations to the 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha for having been vot-
ed into government, also 
announced that if the 
SKM succeeded in deliv-
ering on its promises and 
genuine equality then 
SRP would also be open 
to the idea of merging 
with SKM.

Addressing a press 
conference here at the 
Press Club of Sikkim to-
day, SRP president KB Rai 
underlined that his party 
respects democracy and 
democratic processes.

“We respect the de-
cision of the people and 
are thankful to them for 
the support they have ex-
tended to us,” he said.

Mr Rai added that 
SRP had planned to field 
more candidates but the 

strict scrutiny process 
left six of its candidates 
unable to contest.

Meanwhile, he 
stressed that SRP’s main 
agenda was genuine 
“equality” among the 
Sikkimese and wants 
community councils  to 
be established in the 
State to pursue and de-
liver this agenda.

“If the new govern-
ment succeeds in doing 
so then the SRP would 
raise its hand for unifica-
tion of the two parties in 
the coming days,” he said.

He also commended 
SKM for achieving what 
other political parties 
have failed to do in the 
past 25 years.

While recognising 
that change was a natural 
phenomenon, he hoped 
that this new chapter in 
the political history of 
Sikkim proves beneficial 
for the State.

Agency to conduct entrance tests 
for DU admissions not yet finalised

New Delhi, May 26 
(PTI): Delhi University’s 
admission committee is 
yet to decide on the agen-
cy that will conduct the 
entrance exams for ad-
mission to various cours-
es in the varsity, leading 
to a delay in the start of 
the process.

Last year, the varsi-
ty’s admission process 
had started from May 15. 
This time, the standing 
committee on admis-
sions recommended that 
the process be started 
from May 27, but the var-
sity’s admission commit-
tee has not yet finalised 
the date.

Rajeev Gupta, dean, 
Students’ Welfare, said 
the dates for the en-
trance exams are yet to 
be finalised.

“The portal is the 
same for merit-based 

courses and entrance 
exam based courses. The 
admission process will 
start once the dates are 
finalised. We are yet to 
finalise the agency that 
will be conducting the 
entrance exams,” he said.

An official, however, 
said the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) is likely to 
conduct entrance exams 
for various Delhi Univer-
sity courses.

Gupta said the com-
ing week will likely see a 
finalisation on the admis-
sion process.

Sources said techni-
cal glitches are also aris-
ing during the testing 
process of the server, de-
laying the announcement 
of admissions.

The server is in the 
process of undergoing 
testing and some prob-
lems are arising because 

there are many new fea-
tures in the offing.

The standing com-
mittee had also suggest-
ed that there should be 
multiple payment gate-
ways for students to 
make admissions and 
this is being analysed.

“The standing com-
mittee had recommend-
ed that there should be 
tie-ups with e-wallets 
and other payment gate-
ways so that students can 
easily pay the fee.

“Earlier, there was 
only one payment gate-
way which would lead 
to the server crashing 
but having multiple gate-
ways will ease the pro-
cess,” said an official.

The standing com-
mittee recommenda-
tions are yet to be ap-
proved by the admis-
sions committee.

Surat fire: Tyres used as chairs in 
class, fire tenders were 45 mins away

Gandhinagar, May 26 
(PTI): Presence of inflam-
mable materials, includ-
ing flex and tyres, and 
fire tenders stationed 
away from the spot con-
tributed to the blaze at a 
commercial complex in 
Surat and hampered the 
fire fighting operation, 
Gujarat Chief Secretary J 
N Singh said Sunday.

Twenty-two stu-
dents, including 18 girls, 
of an art and craft coach-
ing institute died in the 
devastating fire that en-
gulfed the four-storeyed 
Takshashila Arcade in 
Sarthana area of Surat on 
Friday.

Preliminary probe re-
vealed that use of highly 
inflammable materials 
and tyres, which doubled 
up as chairs in the coach-
ing class, caused the fire 
to spread rapidly, Singh 
said.

“The fire spread very 
quickly because highly 
inflammable materials, 
such as flex, were used... 

The ceiling (of the coach-
ing institute) was just 
five feet high. Since one 
cannot sit on a chair in 
such a room, the own-
er used tyres instead of 
chairs for the students,” 
the chief secretary told 
reporters here.

“High-capacity fire 
tenders took time to 
reach the spot as they 
were stationed at a 
considerable distance, 
around 45 minutes 
away. It hampered the 
fire fighting operation to 
some extent,” he said.

The municipal corpo-
ration has high-capacity 
fire tenders for dousing 
fires in multi-storeyed 
buildings.

The owner of the 
institute, Bhargav Bu-
tani, was arrested on 
Saturday. The builders 
-- Harshul Vekaria and 
Jignesh Paghdal, are on 
the run.

Singh said two offi-
cials of the Surat fire de-
partment -- S K Acharya 

and Kirti Mod -- have 
been suspended for lax-
ity.

Chief Minister Vijay 
Rupani has asked Addi-
tional Chief Secretary of 
Urban Development De-
partment, Mukesh Puri, 
to conduct a thorough 
inquiry and submit a re-
port on Monday, he said.

In the wake of the 
tragedy, all the munic-
ipalities and municipal 
corporations in the state 
have undertaken a mas-
sive drive to identify 
buildings which do not 
comply with fire safety 
norms, the chief secre-
tary said.

“All these municipal-
ities and corporations 
have formed 713 teams 
to identify such build-
ings. We have already 
examined over 9,900 
buildings housing tuition 
classes, malls or hospi-
tals, and issued show-
cause notices to over 
9,300 premises. Owners 
have been warned that 
they should install fire 
fighting systems or else 
the buildings will be 
sealed,” Singh said.

“This incident was a 
wake up call for us and 
we are sorry and sad 
about it. We are taking 
all necessary steps to en-
sure that such incidents 
do not take place in fu-
ture,” he said.
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PLOT FOR SALE: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGENTLY REQUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

Himalaya Clean Up campaign 
launched at Mamring School

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 26 May:

Mamring Senior Secondary School here 
in East Sikkim launched the “Himalaya 

Clean Up Campaign” in the area on 25 May. 
A press communiqué informs that the 

clean-up sites were “carefully chosen” from 
the most polluted areas of the village.

The campaign was initiated by school 
principal Prahlad Sharma, NSS PO Bi-
kash Bhattarai, Eco Club Green Teach-
er BS Bastola, IP Khatiwara, TD Bhutia, 
Pradip Pradhan along with other teach-
ers and students of the school. 

Around 400 hundred volunteers partici-
pated in the clean up drive. 

The campaign was jointly organised by 
NSS, SAATHI and Eco Club of the school.  

The campaign covered the school com-
plex, the nearby village pocket, road and 
commercial areas etc.

To make the campaign effective, the pro-
gram was designed as an inter-house com-
petition at the school.

Incessant rain through the day made 
the campaign inconvenient, but the stu-
dents stayed dedicated and mopped up 
a substantial amount of waste and even 

compiled an audit.
This is what they cleaned up:
Pet bottles: 1.5 kg
Multi layered packaging: 0.5 KG
Tetrapak : 0.7 kg
Plastic items: 36 kg
Single use plastic items: 10 kg
Glass: 5 kg
Tin/ metals: 40 kg
Papers/ card boards: 3 kg
Clothes/ textiles: 0.5 kg
Total collections: 97.2 kg.
The competition was won by Yellow 

House which collected 26 kgs of waste.

CBI summons ex-Kolkata police chief, 
asks him to appear before it on Monday

EC lifts 
model code
New Delhi, May 26 
(PTI): The model code 
of conduct, which came 
into force on March 10 
when the Lok Sabha 
election was announced, 
ceased to be in existence, 
the Election Commission 
said on Sunday.

In an instruction to 
the cabinet secretary and 
chief secretaries of state 
governments, the com-
mission said the model 
code had been lifted with 
immediate effect.

The code bars the 
party in power from us-
ing official machinery 
to further its political 
interests. The poll panel 
uses the model code to 
pull up politicians who 
are either found guilty of 
threatening voters or us-
ing religion and bribe to 
seek votes.

The election watch-
dog used its constitution-
al powers to ban some 
politicians from cam-
paigning for a few days. 
It cited the disruption of 
level-playing field to ban 
biopics on politicians, 
including one on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
till the election process 
was over.

The seven-phase 
electoral exercise began 
on April 11 and ended on 
May 19.

Humbly accept people’s 
verdict, prepare for 2020 

Delhi polls: Kejriwal 
to AAP workers

Modi to take oath with 
new ministers on May 30

New Lok Sabha has 475 ‘crorepati’ MPs: ADR
New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 
A total of 475 members 
of the new Lok Sabha are 
‘crorepatis’ with Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath’s son Nakul 
Nath topping the list, the 
Association of Democrat-
ic Reforms said Sunday.

The ADR arrived at 
the figure of ‘crorepa-
ti’ MPs after analysing 
the affidavits on as-
sets and liabilities of 539 
new MPs.

The ADR said it was 
unable to access affida-
vits of three of the 542 
new MPs -- two of the BJP 
and one of the Congress. 
The BJP won 303 seats in 
the 17th Lok Sabha and 
the Congress 52.

Elections were held 
for 542 of the 543 Lok 
Sabha seats. The election 
for Vellore Lok Sabha 

seat had been cancelled 
by the Election Com-
mission of India, citing 
abuse of money power. A 
fresh date is yet to be an-
nounced. Two membvers 
of the 545-strong House 
are nominated.

Out of the 301 new 
BJP MPs, whose affida-
vits were examined, 265 
(88 per cent) were found 
crorepati, while all 18 
winners of its NDA part-
ner Shiv Sena had assets 
exceeding Rs one crore.

In the Congress, 43 
out of its 51 MPs (total-
ling 96 per cent) were 
fund to be ‘crorepati’.

Similarly, 22 (96 per 
cent) out of 23 DMK MPs, 
20 (91 per cent) out of 
22 of the Trinamool Con-
gress MPs and 19 (86 per 
cent)out of 22 YSR Con-
gress MPs had assets ex-

ceeding Rs one crore.
The top three crore-

patis MPs are from the 
Congress, the ADR said.

Nath, who won from 
Chhindwara, Madhya 
Pradesh, has declared as-
sets worth Rs 660 crore, 
followed by Vasanthaku-
mar H from Kanniyaku-
mari, Tamil Nadu (Rs 417 
crore) and D K Suresh 
from Bengaluru Rural, 
Karnataka (Rs 338 crore). 
The average of assets per 
winner in the Lok Sabha 
elections is Rs 20.93 crore.

There are 266 mem-
bers in the new Lok 
Sabha whose assets are 
Rs 5 core or above.

The number of 
crorepati MPs elected 
in 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tions was 315 (58 per 
cent) and 443 (82 per 
cent) in the 2014.

New Delhi/Kolkata, 
May 26 (PTI): The CBI 
has summoned former 
Kolkata police commis-
sioner Rajeev Kumar on 
Monday for questioning 
in connection with the 
Saradha ponzi scheme 
case, officials said.

A team of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) visited Kumar’s 
official residence in Kol-
kata on Sunday evening 
to serve the notice, offi-
cials said.

The 1989-batch IPS 
officer has been asked 
to be present at the Salt 
Lake office of the agency 
on Monday in connection 
with the investigation 
into the chit fund scam, 
an officer said.

The CBI has also is-
sued a lookout notice 
against Kumar. All the 
airports and immigration 
authorities have been 
alerted to prevent him 
from leaving the country 
and intimate the agency 
about any possible move, 
officials said.

The agency wants 
custodial interrogation 
of Kumar in connection 
with the chit fund scam 
as he was heading the 
special investigation 
team (SIT) of the West 

Bengal police to probe 
the case before the CBI 
took over, the officials 
said.

The CBI had told the 
Supreme Court that cus-
todial interrogation of 
Kumar was necessary, 
saying he was not co-op-
erating in the probe and 
he was “evasive” and “ar-
rogant” in answering the 
queries put to him during 
questioning.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, who was 
appearing for the CBI, 
had said Kumar was the 
incharge of investigation 
by the SIT and had al-
lowed the release of mo-
bile phones and laptops, 
which were seized from 
the accused and con-
tained crucial records of 
alleged involvement of 
political functionaries in 
the scam.

Mehta had said the 
seized mobile phones 
and laptops were not 
even sent for forensic ex-
amination and material 
evidence were destroyed 
in the case

The apex court had 
asked the CBI last month 
to furnish evidence for 
seeking custodial inter-
rogation of Kumar in the 
Saradha case, saying it 

has to be satisfied that 
the agency’s request was 
“bona fide” and not for 
“political purposes”.

The court had on May 
17 withdrawn protection 
given to Kumar from any 
arrest and had asked the 
CBI to proceed as per 
law. It gave a week’s time 
to Kumar to approach 
the competent court for 
anticipatory bail.

Kumar had again ap-
proached the top court 
last Monday, seeking ex-
tension of the protection 
and saying the courts in 
West Bengal were not 
functioning due to a law-
yers’ strike. This petition 
was rejected, following 
which Kumar had ap-
proached a Kolkata court 
with an anticipatory bail.

In January, the Centre 
and the state government 
had faced an unprece-
dented standoff after a 
CBI team, which reached 
the residence of Kumar 
for questioning, had to 
retreat after the police 
refused to let it enter and 
detained its officers.

Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee came in 
the defence of Kumar 
and started a sit-in to 
protest against the Cen-
tre’s move. 

New Delhi, May 26 
(PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will be 
administered oath of of-
fice for his second term 
along with his new coun-
cil of ministers on May 
30, the President’s Office 
said Sunday.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind will administer 
the oath of office and se-
crecy to the prime minis-
ter and other members 
of the Union Council of 
Ministers at a ceremony 
in Rashtrapati Bhavan on 
Thursday at 7 pm, an of-
ficial communique said.

Modi is the first BJP 
leader who has been 
elected for the second 
time after completion 
of his five-year tenure, a 
feat so far achieved only 
by two Congress leaders 
Jawaharlal Nehru and In-
dira Gandhi.

From BJP, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee was also 
elected as a prime min-
ister for two consecutive 
terms, but his first stint 
had lasted only for one 
year and seven months.

“The President (Ram 
Nath Kovind) will admin-
ister the Oath of Office 
and Secrecy to the Prime 
Minister and other mem-
bers of Union Council of 
Ministers on 30.05.2019 
at 07.00 pm at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan,” the com-
muniuqe issued by Pres-
ident’s press secretary 
Ashok Malik said.

Names of the minis-
ters who would join Modi 
in his second innings 
is yet to be disclosed, 
though there has been 
speculation about some 
new members expected 
to join the council, in-
cluding from states like 

West Bengal that played 
a key role in the BJP’s 
massive victory in the 
just-held Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

It was also not imme-
diately clear whether the 
ceremony will be attend-
ed by some world lead-
ers. Modi had stunned 
everyone during 2014 
swearing-in when he had 
called SAARC leaders, in-
cluding the then Prime 
Minister of Pakistan 
Nawaz Sharif.

The 2014 swearing-in 
was held at the forecourt 
of Rashtrapati Bhavan 
with around 2,000 peo-
ple including foreign 
dignitaries invited for 
Modi’s oath ceremony, 
which was administered 
by the then President 
Pranab Mukherjee.

Several global lead-
ers, including Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, US President Don-
ald Trump, Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping and Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin have congratulated 
Modi on his resounding 
victory.

On Sunday, Khan 
spoke to Modi and ex-
pressed his desire for 
both the countries to 
work together for the 
betterment of their peo-
ples, the Pakistani For-
eign Office said.

Khan reiterated his 
vision for peace, progress 
and prosperity in South 
Asia and said he looks 
forward to working with 
Prime Minister Modi to 
advance these objectives.

Modi has been elect-
ed unanimously as lead-
er of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance after 
which he called on Pres-

ident Kovind on Saturday 
in his capacity as leader 
of the BJP Parliamentary 
Party, which has majority 
support in the House of 
the People following the 
general election to the 
17th Lok Sabha.

The President, exer-
cising powers under the 
Constitution, appoint-
ed Modi to the office of 
Prime Minister of India 
and sought his advice 
about names of others to 
be appointed members 
of the Union Council of 
Ministers and indicate 
the date and time of the 
swearing-in-ceremony 
to be held at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan.

Earlier on Saturday, 
an NDA delegation, led 
by BJP president Amit 
Shah and comprising 
of Parkash Singh Badal, 
Rajnath Singh, Nitish Ku-
mar, Ram Vilas Paswan, 
Sushma Swaraj, Uddhav 
Thakeray, Nitin Gadkari, 
K. Palaniswami, Conrad 
Sangma and Neiphiu 
Rio also called on the 
President at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan.

They handed over a 
letter stating Modi has 
been elected leader of 
the BJP Parliamenta-
ry Party. The letters of 
support from the NDA 
constituent parties were 
also handed over to the 
President.

NDA together has a 
strength of 353 MPs in 
the 543-member Lok 
Sabha, out of which BJP 
has a majority of 303 
Members of Parliament. 
This is the highest every 
tally for the BJP, which 
had got just two MPs in 
its Lok Sabha electoral 
debut in 1984.

New Delhi, May 26 
(PTI): Motivating dis-
heartened AAP workers 
after the party’s crushing 
defeat in the Lok Sabha 
polls, Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal Sun-
day asked them to hum-
bly accept people’s ver-
dict and concentrate on 
the assembly elections 
slated for next year.

Kejriwal, addressing 
party workers in west 
Delhi’s Punjabi Bagh, 
said anti-corruption 
crusader Anna Hazare 
told him that “when one 
comes into politics or 
public life, one should 
have the ability to endure 
humiliation”.

“We have to bear hu-
miliation at times and I 
am proud of my work-
ers for humbly accepting 
that insult,” he said.

“Now, you go to the 
people of Delhi and tell 
them that the big elec-
tion has ended and small 
elections are going to 
come, and in these elec-
tions, cast your vote 
on the basis of ‘kaam’ 
(work) and not ‘naam’ 
(name),” he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) lost on all seven 
Lok Sabha seats in the 
national capital by huge 
margins of votes.

Kejriwal said the par-
ty has not deviated from 

its principles of honesty 
and hard work which is 
its biggest strength.

“All of us are as honest 
as we were on November 
26, 2013 when the party 
was formed. I am proud 
to say we have not deviat-
ed from the values of the 
party. Several CBI raids 
were conducted against 
me, Manish Sisodia (dep-
uty chief minister) and 
Satyendra Jain (health 
minister), but corruption 
of not even a single paisa 
was found. You all should 
be proud of it,” he said.

The chief minister as-
serted that all the work 
done by the AAP in Del-
hi has been due to the 
support of party work-
ers and they should take 
pride in it.

“I can say with confi-
dence that we got 54 per 
cent votes in the last as-
sembly elections and this 
time we would win by 
more votes,” he said.

Sisodia also asked 
AAP workers to start 
preparing for the 2020 
assembly elections.

“The assembly elec-
tions next year will not 
be fought by any individ-
ual MLA or counsellor. 
It will be contested by 
Team Kejriwal and our 
slogan will be ‘ladenge, 
jeetenge’ (we will fight 
and win),” he said.
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Habituated is Not the Same as 
Prepared

Preparedness does not mean only post-
disaster drills

The Southwest Monsoon, officials at the Met depart-
ment inform, are scheduled to arrive in Kerala on 

06 June, nearly a week later than normal. Meanwhile, 
the journey of Southwest Monsoon 2019 officially be-
gan with its onset over Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
where it actually arrived earlier than its normal date 
of 20 May and has already covered South Andaman Sea 
and some parts of South Bay of Bengal and Nicobar Is-
lands. The arrival on the mainland, meteorologists indi-
cate, is impeded by high temperatures in the seas sur-
rounding India, and an El Nino.  What is more, the mon-
soon is predicted to advance sluggishly after reaching 
Kerala. What this will mean is that real monsoon rains 
might get delayed for Sikkim even as this being an El 
Nino year, a weather phenomenon associated with de-
ficient rain, the monsoon could be below normal. The 
current run of wet weather does not however suggest 
so, but let’s see what the next few months prove.

So much for the science of meteorology.
Moving on, irrespective of what the Southwest Mon-

soon has in store for the rest of the country, Sikkim, the 
Gangtok ridge and its attached mountain features, have 
hosted pre-monsoon showers of substantial intensity, 
and just these rains have been enough to start scratch-
ing at the hill sides. The drainage has taken a hit, site 
excavations have collapsed and the water supply al-
ready disrupted. You can now begin shuddering with 
speculations on what the remaining four months have 
in store by way of damage and connectivity disrup-
tions, because, the nor’westers teasers are already un-
leashing what the monsoon months have always been 
pregnant with in Sikkim. 

This will not take much imagination for anyone who 
has been in Sikkim for any length of time; we are habit-
uated for it. Unfortunately, and surprisingly, Sikkim has 
still not developed preparedness for it.

Sikkim hills might be young and prone to crum-
bling, but even a superficial observation will bear out 
that there are just too many scars on its hills now. Go 
up to the Ridge and look towards Tsomgo and a mon-
ster slide gashes the hill face there. The vision should 
be shocking, but one does not hear of it having gener-
ated any concern. Construction site excavations poke 
out more than just the marked out sites and the entire 
stretch from Deorali to Tenzing & Tenzing on the na-
tional highway in Gangtok spills muck and slush every 
time it rains. Neither however appear to have attracted 
any long-term interventions. The Indira Byepass has 
seen a rash of constructions in the recent years, and the 
road surface sinks and caves in ugly reminders of amiss 
planning. The shoulder of the road has already caved in 
some sections, retaining walls have given up at others 
and potholes the  size of craters ambush from innocent 
looking puddles.

The general disinterest towards precautions is dan-
gerous, because the out of sight, out of mind attitude is 
misplaced. Gangtok is not a very big hill, and when any 
part of it starts slipping, it leaves the monster above 
standing on wobbly legs as well.

By now, Sikkim should have mapped all its natural 
and manmade drainage channels and their carrying 
capacities, installed rain gauges at least at all disas-
ter-prone locations, worked out a way by which real-
time information could be shared so that the moment 
inundation neared the carrying capacity limit of any 
jhora or drain, warnings could be sent out and disaster 
drills put into effect. On ground, however, this has not 
been explored even for Gangtok. Hence, the administra-
tion prepares for post-disaster scenarios, which, while 
necessary, should not be the only component of pre-
paredness. And, without the deployment of available 
technology and science, which the policy makers in 
Sikkim are yet to discover, post-disaster scenarios are 
all that it can build preparedness for. What that means 
is that Sikkim begins another blind date with monsoon 
now. All the best…

The history of China’s Muslims and 
what’s behind their persecution

Recycling: poorer countries can now refuse plastic 
waste imports – this could make the system fairer

JEN ALLAN
theconversation.com

The world generated 242 million 
tonnes of plastic waste in 2016 – a 

figure that’s expected to grow by 70% 
in the next 30 years. But this same plas-
tic is also a commodity that’s sold and 
traded in a global industry that gener-
ates US$200 billion every year.

Exporting plastic waste is one 
way rich countries dispose of their 
waste. By selling waste to firms that 
then send it to countries where recy-
cling costs are cheaper, rich countries 
can avoid the unpleasant task of find-
ing somewhere at home to dispose of 
it. Unfortunately, most of this waste 
is shipped to countries that aren’t 
equipped to properly manage it.

When wealthy countries export 
their plastic waste to poorer coun-
tries with weaker recycling capaci-
ty, those plastics are often dumped, 
eventually polluting the land and 
sea. But a recent UN decision could 
help those countries most affected by 
plastic litter and with the least capac-
ity to manage it. Due to a little-known 
treaty called the Basel Convention, 
poorer countries can now say no to 
the deluge of exported waste.
AN ENDURING INJUSTICE

The Basel Convention was ad-
opted by the UN in 1989 to manage 
the flow of toxic waste sent from rich 

to poor countries. It’s cheaper for 
wealthy countries to relocate their 
waste to areas with lower costs and 
oversight, and so opportunities to 
abuse the system emerge.

Italian waste management firms 
made headlines in 1988 because they 
stored hazardous wastes in a Nigeri-
an fishing village, in drums labelled as 
building materials. For years Canada 
delayed repatriating waste – including 
nappies – dumped by a Canadian firm 
in the Philippines. The refuse has been 
sitting in the sun there since 2013.

The images of plastic waste piling up 
on beaches in many developing coun-
tries, including on some of the world’s 
most remote islands, prompted an effort 
led by Norway to use the Basel Conven-
tion for its original purpose. 

The negotiations held in Gene-
va over two weeks were intended 
to bring urgent action to address 
a complex issue. A few countries, 
such as Argentina and the US, were 
more cautious, as exporters of plas-
tic waste themselves. They, like the 
recycling industry, warned that regu-
lations could make it more difficult to 
recycle plastic, at a time when much 
more needs to be recycled. State-
ments went on for hours as develop-
ing countries recounted the plastics 
littering their lands, seas, beaches 
and even glaciers.

Norway brought forward a pro-

posal to change how the treaty regulates 
plastics, by moving many types of plas-
tics from the “non-hazardous” category 
to a list of wastes “of special concern.”

Starting in 2020, this will require 
developing countries to be informed 
if these plastics are in a waste ship-
ment. With this information, coun-
tries can give, or revoke, their “prior 
informed consent”. For the first time, 
developing countries can refuse a 
shipment of plastics with the backing 
of international law.
MAKING THE RECYCLING INDUS-
TRY FAIRER

This decision only applies to 
low-value, hard-to-recycle plastics. 
Think of food packaging or single-use 
water bottles: the plastics are soiled 
or mixed together (the lid, label, and 
bottle are different types of plastic), 
making them difficult to recycle. Most 
recyclers don’t want these plastics, 
which don’t generate a profit and in-
creasingly are dumped in the landfills 
of poor countries.

Research shows how cheap plas-
tics leach persistent organic pollut-
ants into the environment – a partic-
ularly nasty group of chemicals that 
are toxic, travel through air and wa-
ter over long distances, accumulate 
in animal tissue (including humans), 
and last a long time. More than 233 
marine species have ingested plastic 
and litter has reached the deepest 

parts of the ocean.
The trade in global plastics is one 

driver of this problem, so giving de-
veloping countries the right to know 
what is entering their country and to 
refuse it is an appropriate solution to 
waste dumping. 

China, previously the world’s 
largest importer of plastics for re-
cycling, banned the import of cheap 
and contaminated plastics in 2018, 
displacing plastic waste to other 
countries. China’s neighbours, such 
as Indonesia, and Malaysia, shoul-
dered a heavier burden, particularly 
since countries like the UK contin-
ue to export over 600,000 tonnes of 
plastic a year.

Rich countries tend to produce 
the most plastic waste in the world 
per person and have better systems 
for managing it. If cheap and easy 
routes for dumping plastics close, 
wealthier countries may have to find 
ways to compel recycling companies 
to deal with their cheap plastics do-
mestically.

This agreement is only the start, 
but it could empower poorer coun-
tries to refuse the deluge of plastics 
that ultimately end up lingering on 
their shores. In time, it may help re-
dress some of the burning injustices 
in the global waste trade.

[the writer is Lecturer in 
Environmental Politics, Cardiff University]

KELLY ANNE HAMMOND
theconversation.com

Over 1 million Uighur Muslims are being held in 
detention centers in the far western province 

of Xinjiang, China.
Uighur leaders and experts located outside Chi-

na have warned that the situation could worsen, 
and “mass murder” could not be ruled out. With 
upwards of 10% of the Uighurs being held against 
their will, it is being called the worst and the most 
neglected humanitarian crisis of the past 10 years.

Why is this is happening, and what makes the 
Chinese government see Muslims as a threat?
ISLAM IN CHINA

I have studied the long history of Muslims in 
China. Today’s China is home to a large Muslim 
population – around 1.6% of the total population, 
or around 22 million people.

They are not newcomers. Islam was introduced 
to China by envoys from the Middle East who trav-
eled to meet Emperor Gaozong of the Tang Dynasty 
in the seventh century.

Shortly after this visit, the first mosque was 
built in the southern trading port of Guangzhou 
for Arabs and Persians who traveled around the 
Indian Ocean and the South China Seas. During this 
time, Muslim merchants established themselves in 
Chinese ports and in Silk Route trading posts.

However, they lived segregated from the Han 
Chinese majority for five centuries.

This changed in the 13th century under the 
Mongol Yuan Dynasty, when Muslims came to Chi-
na in unprecedented numbers to serve as adminis-
trators for the new rulers who were descendants 
of Ghengis Khan, founder of the Mongol empire.

The Mongols had little experience running the 
bureaucracy of the Chinese empire and turned to 
Muslims from important Silk Road cities like Bukha-
ra and Samarkand in Central Asia for help. They re-
cruited and forcibly relocated hundreds of thousands 
of Central Asians and Persians to help them govern 

their expanding empire to the Yuan court.
During this time, wealthy officials continued to 

bring their wives with them, while lower-ranking 
officials took local Chinese wives.

After Ghengis Khan conquered much of Eurasia 
in the 12th century, his heirs ruled different parts 
of the continent, leading to a period of unprece-
dented peace and prosperity. This allowed cultures 
to flourish and goods and ideas to travel more free-
ly. It brought the cultural traditions of China and 
the Muslim world together in new ways.

For about the next 300 years – during the Ming 
Dynasty – Muslims continued to be influential in 
government.

Zheng He, the admiral who led Chinese fleets 
on exploratory and diplomatic journeys through 
Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean, was a Mus-
lim eunuch. His familiarity with Arabic – the lingua 
franca of the Indian Ocean – and his knowledge of 
the social graces associated with Islam made him 
an ideal choice to lead the journeys.
PERSECUTION DURING CULTURAL REVOLUTION

In the 18th century, the relationship between 
Muslims and the state in China began to change. 
This period witnessed some violent clashes as the 
state tried to exert more direct control over territo-
ries where the majority of Muslims lived.

The Qing Dynasty, which lasted from 1644 
through 1911, marked a period of unprecedent-
ed population growth and territorial expansion. 
During this period, Muslim populations clashed 
with the Qing rulers and revolted on numerous oc-
casions.

Many revolts were staged as opposition to the 
influx of migrants, who were coming from the 
overpopulated regions of China to regions that had 
not previously been under direct Chinese control. 
These revolts were violently suppressed by the 
state, ending a long period of accommodation for 
Muslims in China.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949, ethnographers and anthropologists 

divided the people who lived within the borders of 
the new state into 56 ethnic groups based on rela-
tively ambiguous criteria, such as shared language, 
territory, history and traditions.

Of these groups, 10 are now recognized as Mus-
lim minorities. They are, in descending order based 
on the sized of their populations: Hui, Uighur, Kazakh, 
Dongxiang, Kyrgyz, Salar, Tajik, Uzbek, Bonan and fi-
nally Tatar, who currently number around 5,000.

In the first years after the establishment of the 
People’s Republic of China, Muslims enjoyed rela-
tive religious freedom. However, during the chaot-
ic early years of the Cultural Revolution between 
1966 and 1969, mosques were defaced, copies 
of the Quran were destroyed, Muslims were pro-
hibited from going on the religious pilgrimage of 
hajj and expressions of all religious beliefs were 
banned by the Communist Red Guards.

After the death of Mao Zedong in 1976, the 
Communists adopted more relaxed policies to-
wards Muslim communities.
SILENCE OF WORLD LEADERS

But tensions have been escalating since 9/11, 
and reached a boiling point in 2009 when there 
were ethnic riots between the Uighurs and Han 
Chinese throughout Xinjiang province. Since then, 
the Chinese state has slowly and quietly increased 
restrictions on the movement and culture of Ui-
ghurs and other Muslim minorities.

In the past 18 months, these tensions have 
been exacerbated by the unlawful incarceration 
of Muslims living in the Uighur region of western 
China. A campaign that started with the Uighurs is 
now being extended to Kazakhs and others. There 
is also mounting evidence that the Hui are facing 
increasing restrictions.

Our recent work also shows that Islamophobia 
in the West is further abetting the Islamophobia 
in China, with global leaders willing to stay silent 
about the treatment of Muslims.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of 
History, University of Arkansas]
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Assam Rifles battalion to be 
placed in J&K as NDRF

New Delhi, May 26 
(PTI): The Assam Rifles, 
a central paramilitary 
force that guards India’s 
border with Myanmar, 
will soon have presence 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
as the government has 
approved conversion and 
placement of one of its 
battalion into the NDRF.

A recent government 
order issued by the Union 
Home Ministry said the 
National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) 
will have four new battal-
ions that will be based in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand and the national 
capital region.

The order, accessed 
by PTI, said the new 
battalions of the NDRF 
will he drawn from the 
Assam Rifles (location 
in J-K), the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (Himach-
al Pradesh and Uttara-
khand) and the Border 
Security Force (Del-
hi-NCR region).

The Assam Rifles 
draws its strength of of-
ficers from the Army and 
functions under the com-
mand of the Union Home 

Ministry. Established in 
1835 as a militia called 
the ‘Cachar Levy’, the 
paramilitary force today 
has a strength of about 
47,000 personnel.

“The process of ac-
quiring land and op-
erationalising the new 
NDRF battalions is now 
on,” a senior official said.

The Narendra Modi 
government had ap-
proved raising of the four 

new NDRF battalions in 
August last year in order 
to strengthen India’s di-
saster response set up at 
an estimated cost of Rs 
637 crore.

The aim for creation 
and placement of these 
new units is to reduce the 
response time, keeping in 
view the vast geographi-
cal area of the country, the 
government had said.

An NDRF battalion 

comprises a little over 
1,000 personnel. Its bat-
talions are raised from 
various Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPFs) and 
the parent force is respon-
sible for feeding the ranks 
and personnel, who are 
sent on a time-bound dep-
utation to the NDRF.

The NDRF has 12 op-
erational battalions at 
present. It is a specialised 
force that was raised in 

2006 for specific tasks of 
relief and rescue during 
natural and man-made 
disasters or threatening 
situations.

The operational bat-
talions are located in 
Assam, West Bengal, 
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Punjab, NCR (Ghazia-
bad), Bihar, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh 
and Andhra Pradesh.

Low-intensity quake hits 
WB’s Bankura district

MP woman braves oxygen 
cylinder snag, scales Mt Everest

Post Lok Sabha polls, Bihar Mahagathbandhan 
faces uphill task in 2020 assembly election

Switzerland steps up process 
to share banking info; 11 

Indians get notices in a day

Patna, May 26 (PTI): A 
detailed analysis of the 
Lok Sabha election re-
sults in Bihar suggests 
that the NDA, which 
obliterated the opposi-
tion in the state winning 
all but one out of the 40 
seats, is poised to retain 
power in the assembly 
polls due next year.

Out of the 243 as-
sembly segments in the 
state, the RJD led in eight, 
the Congress in four, the 
RLSP in one and the HAM 
in two. Besides these 
constituents of the Ma-
hagathbandhan, Asadud-
din Owaisi’s AIMIM and 
the CPI(ML) established 
lead in two and one as-
sembly segments respec-
tively.

In 2015 assembly 
polls, the RJD had won 80 
seats and its old ally the 
Congress had 28 MLAs. 
The two parties had then 
sought to broaden the so-
cial base of the combine 
by forging an alliance 
with the RLSP headed 
by Koeri leader Upen-
dra Kushwaha, HAM 
led by Jitan Ram Manjhi 
who is a Musahar (SC) 
and Vikassheel Insaan 
Party (VIP) founded by 
Mukesh Sahni who be-
longs to the sizeable Ni-
shad community.

Facing an election for 
the first time without its 
charismatic founding 
president Lalu Prasad 
who is serving sentences 
in fodder scam cases the 
RJD drew a blank in the 
Lok Sabha polls putting 
up the worst-ever perfor-
mance since the party’s 
inception in 1997.

RJD sources said the 
party’s attempt to bra-
zen out the numerous 
charges of corruption 
against Prasad and his 
family and its continued 
patronage of persons 
with criminal anteced-
ents found few takers.

In Siwan and Nawa-
da, where wives of RJD 
leaders convicted in cas-

es like murder and rape 
were in the fray. They 
lost by heavy margins 
to NDA nominees who 
were making their Lok 
Sabha debut.

The party also scored 
a self-goal in Jahanabad, 
which it lost by about 
1,000 votes, a margin 
less than the number of 
votes polled by a rebel 
candidate who was said 
to enjoy patronage of 
Prasad’s elder son Tej 
Pratap Yadav.

The Congress had 
given tickets to four sit-
ting Bihar MPs of the 
previous Lok Sabha but it 
proved to be of little help. 
Actor-turned-politician 
and two term MP from 
Patna Sahib Shatrughan 
Sinha failed to retain the 
prestigious seat for the 
party he had joined re-
cently. Tariq Anwar put 
up a fight in Katihar but 
it was not good enough. 
Ranjeet Ranjan, quite 
popular in Supaul, lost to 
a less-fancied JD(U) can-
didate.

Kirti Azad, who rep-
resented Darbhanga, was 
packed off to Dhanbad in 
the adjoining Jharkhand 
with no better result.

The only saving grace 
for the Congress was 
Kishanganj, which the 
party retained with a sit-
ting MLA as candidate in 
place of the incumbent 
MP who had died a few 
months ago. The party 
defeated the JD(U), lead-
ing in three of the six 
assembly segments. The 
AIMIM, which finished 
third, and yet polled 
close to three lakh votes, 
led in two.

The Congress also 
led by a slender margin 
in Mokama falling under 
Munger Lok Sabha seat 
which it lost to the JD(U) 
by over 1.5 lakh votes.

With three MPs in the 
previous Lok Sabha, The 
RLSP had walked out of 
the NDA when its de-
mand for adequate num-

ber of seats was not met. 
In the Grand Alliance, the 
party headed by former 
Union minister Upendra 
Kushwaha was offered 
five seats and it lost 
all of them including 
Ujiyarpur and Karakat 
from where Kushwaha 
himself contested.

The party led in only 
two assembly segments 
of Karkat, which Kush-
waha had won in 2014.

HAM had fought three 
seats but it led in only 
two assembly segments 
of Aurangabad. In the 
remaining two seats, in-
cluding Gaya from where 
party chief Jitan Manjhi 
was himself in the fray, 
the party trailed in all as-
sembly segments.

The VIP sank with-
out a trace, losing all the 
three seats it had fought 
by heavy margins and 
trailing in all the assem-
bly segments falling un-
der these.

Also, the NDA’s vic-
tory margin in 23 seats 
was in excess of two lakh 
votes and in four of these 
it was as high as over 
four lakhs.

When BJP chief Amit 
Shah had last year agreed 
to a formula in which the 
party and its ally JD(U) 
were to contest 17 seats 
each, it was a major 
climb-down by the saf-
fron party, which had 
won 22 seats in 2014 as 
against only two bagged 
by JD(U), which had then 
contested separately.

The results, however, 
justify the trust reposed 
by Shah in the alliance as 
it ended up obliterating 
the opposition in the state.

With assembly polls 
due in about a year and 
a half, the opposition 
camp is seeking solace 
from the fact that it will 
be a different cup of tea 
where issues like nation-
al security, made a poll 
plank by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, will find 
little resonance.

Kolkata, May 26 (PTI): 
A low-intensity earth-
quake, measuring 4.8 on 
the Richter Scale, shook 
West Bengal’s Bankura 
district and its nearby 
areas on Sunday, the Met 
department said here.

A tweet by the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment said the quake hit 
Bankura at 10.39 am.

Official sources in 
Jharkhand maintained 
that tremors were also 
felt in the Santhal Parga-

na region of the neigh-
bouring state, mainly in 
Dumka, Rajmahal and 
Deoghar districts.

There was no report 
of any casualty or dam-
age to property so far 
from anywhere, accord-
ing to reports.

The epicentre of the 
earthquake in Banku-
ra was 10 km below the 
surface of Earth at lati-
tude 23.3 degrees north 
and longitude 86.9 de-
grees east.

Bhopal, May 26 (PTI): 
Bhawna Dehariya from 
Chhindwara in Madhya 
Pradesh became the first 
woman from the state to 
scale Mount Everest, the 
world’s highest moun-
tain, but not before a 
leaking oxygen cylin-
der regulator gave her a 
mighty scare.

The 27-year-old, hail-
ing from Tamia in Ch-
hindwara and pursuing 
her Masters in Physical 
Education from Bhopal, 
completed the feat on 
May 22.

Speaking about the 
life-threatening hiccup 
that took place as she 
approached the summit, 
Dehariya told PTI, “The 
oxygen cylinder’s regula-
tor started leaking. I had 
to keep a thumb on the 
leak for about 90 min-

utes to survive. After the 
leak was plugged by my 
help accompanying me, I 
resumed the trek, scaled 
the peak and unfurled 
the Tricolour.”

She was speaking 
over phone from Kath-
mandu in Nepal, from 
where she will fly to Del-
hi and then on to MP.

She expressed grat-
itude at the Rs 27 lakh 
support she received 
from MP chief minister 
Kamal Nath.

“If Nath ji had not 
helped me, I could not 
have conquered Mt Ever-
est. I am also grateful to 
my family for their untir-
ing support,” she said.

Her expedition lead-
er, Dawa Steven Sherpa, 
confirmed that Dehariya 
had scaled the world’s 
highest mountain peak.

New Delhi/Berne, May 
26 (PTI): As Switzerland 
strives hard to re-estab-
lish its global financial 
centre position after 
clamping down on se-
crecy walls of its banks, 
there has been a signif-
icant surge in the num-
ber of cases where it has 
initiated process to share 
information on Indians 
with Swiss bank accounts 
and shot off letters to 
about a dozen such indi-
viduals last week itself. 
Since March, at least 25 
notices have been issued 
by the Swiss authorities 
to Indian clients of Swit-
zerland-based banks in 
which they have been 
given one last chance to 
appeal against sharing of 
their details with India.

An analysis of the 
notices issued by the 
Federal Tax Administra-
tion, Switzerland govern-
ment’s nodal department 
for sharing of informa-
tion on foreign clients 
of Swiss banks, shows 
that the Swiss govern-
ment has stepped up its 
efforts in sharing such 
details with a number of 
countries in the recent 
months, but the surge in 
India-related cases is no-
ticeable in the past few 
weeks. At least 11 such 
notices were issued to In-
dian nationals on May 21 
itself, though the gazette 
notifications of the Swiss 
government has redact-
ed full names for several 
of them while making 
public only their initials 
besides the nationality 
and the dates of birth.

The two Indians 
whose names have been 
mentioned in full are Krish-
na Bhagwan Ramchand 
(born in May 1949) and 
Kalpesh Harshad Kinari-
wala (born in September 
1972). However, no further 
details have been disclosed 
about them as well.

The Indian nationals 
with redacted names in-
clude Mrs A S B K (born 
November 24, 1944), 
Mr A B K I (born July 9, 
1944), Mrs P A S (born 

November 2, 1983), 
Mrs R A S (born Novem-
ber 22, 1973), Mr A P 
S (born November 27, 
1944), Mrs A D S (born 
August 14, 1949), Mr M 
L A (born May 20, 1935), 
Mr N M A (born February 
21, 1968) and Mr M M A 
(June 27, 1973).

In these notices, the 
individuals or their au-
thorised representatives 
have been asked to file 
their appeals, if any, with-
in 30 days with necessary 
documentary proof to 
support their case against 
providing ‘administrative 
assistance’ to India, which 
broadly means sharing of 
their banking and other 
financial details.

Earlier this month on 
May 7, a similar notice 
was issued to another 
Indian national, Ratan 
Singh Chowdhury, giving 
an option to appeal with-
in ten days, while anoth-
er Indian national with 
redacted name, Mr R P N, 
was given 30 days on May 
14. In April also, some 
such notices were issued 
including to one Mrs J N V, 
as also to Mr Kuldip Singh 
Dhingra and Anil Bhard-
waj, among others.

Several of these 
names are said to have 
figured in the leaked 
HSBC lists and Panama 
papers which allegedly 
contained names of In-
dians with Swiss bank 
accounts and are being 
probed by Indian au-
thorities in alleged black 
money cases.

In case of Krishna 
Bhagwan Ramchand and 
Kalpesh Harshad Kinari-
wala, such notices were 
issued in April as well and 
fresh notices have been 
served to them presum-
ably after their responses 
to the earlier notices.

Before that in March, 
Switzerland had issued 
such notices to Mum-
bai-based Geodesic 
Ltd and its three direc-
tors (Prashant Sharad 
Mulekar, Pankajkumar 
Onkar Srivastava and 
Kiran Kulkarni), as also 

to Chennai-based Aadhi 
Enterprises Pvt Ltd, who 
are being probed by the 
Indian authorities for 
alleged money launder-
ing and other financial 
irregularities. Switzer-
land was widely known 
as an alleged safe haven 
for black money before 
it bowed down before 
the global pressure and 
agreed to bring down 
the famed secrecy walls 
that had historically sur-
rounded the Swiss banks, 
provided the requesting 
country gave proof for 
financial irregularities 
done by the concerned 
person or the company.

Along with several 
other countries, India 
has also been making 
use of this change in the 
stance of Switzerland 
by seeking details of 
suspected black money 
hoarders in Swiss banks 
and it has already got 
back information in a 
large number of cases in 
the last few years.

As per the Swiss law, 
the FTA decision can be 
appealed within 30 days 
(in some cases 10 days), 
provided the appellant 
is able to give sufficient 
ground to challenge it.

While the Swiss gov-
ernment documents 
did not disclose specific 
details related to the in-
formation and assistance 
sought by the Indian au-
thorities regarding these 
Indian companies and in-
dividuals, such an ‘admin-
istrative assistance’ fol-
lows submission of proof 
about financial and tax-re-
lated wrongdoings and 
typically involves sharing 
of information relating to 
bank account details and 
other financial data.

While Switzerland 
has always denied being 
a safe haven for black 
money, it has begun shar-
ing details for last few 
years with several coun-
tries including India after 
submission of evidence 
about financial and tax-re-
lated wrongdoings of the 
clients of Swiss banks. 
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Valencia stun deflated 
Barcelona to win Copa del Rey

Seville, May 26 (AFP): 
Barcelona wanted a tro-
phy to ease their Cham-
pions League heartache 
but instead fell to anoth-
er shock defeat as Valen-
cia pulled off a thrilling 
2-1 victory on Saturday 
to win the Copa del Rey.

Chasing a record fifth 
consecutive triumph, 
Barca were undone by a 
relentless and gutsy Va-
lencia side, who hung on 
after Lionel Messi pulled 
a goal back to set up a 
dramatic finish in Seville.

By then, Valencia 
were already two up, 
Kevin Gameiro and Ro-
drigo scoring twice in 13 
frantic first-half minutes, 
after the latter spurned a 
golden early chance that 
could have spared them 
a nerve-shredding last 
17 minutes. Messi drove 
the comeback effort and 
Goncalo Guedes twice 
should have wrapped it 
up for Valencia, missing 
a one-on-one and then 
an open goal before the 
final whistle sparked 
pandemonium.

Valencia’s coach 
Marcelino, who might 
have been sacked when 
his team were four 
points off relegation in 
January, raced around 
the pitch in a frenzy. 
Barcelona’s players 
sank to their knees.

“We always had faith,” 
said Marcelino.

“Beating Barcelona to 
win the cup is very spe-
cial. We deserved to win.”

Messi admitted on 
Friday his team had still 
not recovered from the 
“hard blow” suffered 
against Liverpool and 
certainly they seemed 
too easily disheartened 
here, finding their fight 
only once it was too late.

Messi also threw his 
support behind Barce-

lona’s coach Ernesto 
Valverde but it remains 
to be seen whether the 
backing of the board re-
mains after two dreadful 
defeats have now spoiled 
such a brilliant La Liga 
success.

“I’m fine,” Valverde 
said. “When a coach los-
es you want to go again, 
to fight to overcome the 
next challenge. I know 
losing for this club is 
hard.”

“I do not think it’s the 
coach’s fault,” said presi-
dent Josep Maria Barto-
meu.

“I think he has done a 
great job,” added Gerard 
Pique. “But it does not 
depend on us.”

They came here as 
favourites, but only just, 
their 1,457 consecutive 
days as Copa del Rey 
champions under threat, 
from their own sense of 
deflation, key players out 
injured and Valencia’s re-
cent surge.

If Barca’s season all 
but ended three weeks 

ago, Valencia’s arguably 
found life a few days lat-
er, as they moved into the 
top four for the first time 
and then held on to qualify 
for the Champions League.
- ‘HISTORY MADE’ -

Winning their first 
trophy since 2008, in the 
club’s centenary year, 
completes a remarkable 
comeback campaign that, 
after 15 games, had them 
languishing in 15th.

“We have made his-
tory,” said captain Dani 
Parejo. Gameiro added: 
“In the difficult moments 
we stayed close. I don’t 
have the words to de-
scribe it.”

Some saw a meta-
phor in Barcelona’s pre-
match tifo, spelling out 
‘All Together’ splitting 
down the middle, while 
there were key absentees 
from their starting line-
up too, Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen, Luis Suarez and 
Ousmane Dembele all 
injured. Valencia should 
have been ahead within 
five minutes, Clement 

Lenglet’s error sending 
Rodrigo clear but his fin-
ish was brilliantly scooped 
off the line by the recover-
ing Gerard Pique.

Barca, with Sergio 
Busquets in the centre 
of a back three, settled 
but lacked zip and in the 
23rd minute they were 
behind. Jose Gaya scut-
tled in behind Nelson Se-
medo and his pull-back 
wrong-footed everyone 
except Gameiro, who 
fired in.

Semedo had been 
beaten down the left and 
soon after Jordi Alba was 
outrun down the right, 
by Carlos Soler, whose 
cross needed only to be 
nodded down and in by 
Rodrigo for number two.

Barcelona stirred 
before the break. Ivan 
Rakitic volleyed and 
then headed wide, before 
Messi registered their 
first shot on target in the 
43rd minute. Malcom 
and Arturo Vidal came on 
for Semedo and Arthur 
during the interval, as 

Barca turned the screw. 
Messi might have turned 
the match but after wrig-
gling through his sump-
tuous flick towards the 
far corner brushed the 
post. Pique fired wide as 
Valencia dropped deep-
er. Finally, Messi broke 
through, the post this 
time his friend after Len-
glet’s header struck the 
woodwork and landed 
kindly at his feet.

There were 17 min-
utes to survive and with 
six left, Messi headed 
over. The Valencia fans 
roared and then again 
when Messi was dispos-
sessed by a sliding chal-
lenge.

Messi drove from 
the edge of the area 
but it was blocked and 
Guedes twice should 
have wrapped it up, first 
missing a one-on-one 
and then an open goal 
when Jasper Cillessen 
had gone up for a cor-
ner. He was perhaps 
as relieved as anyone 
when the whistle blew.

Boos ‘water off a duck’s 
back’ for Smith

Southampton, May 26 
(PTI): Steve Smith has 
shrugged off the booing 
by the Hampshire crowd 
as “white noise” and “wa-
ter off a duck’s back” af-
ter his century guided 
Australia to a 12-run win 
over England in a warm-
up match.

Smith made 116 in his 
first appearance against 
England since a year-long 
ban for ball-tampering as 
Australia beat the World 
Cup hosts and favourites 
here Saturday.

Both Smith and David 
Warner, also coming off 
a one-year suspension 
for ball-tampering, were 
booed loudly by large 
sections of the crowd 
when they came out to 
bat and when they were 
dismissed, but Smith 
was also jeered when he 
reached fifty and then 
when he completed a 
sprightly hundred.

“Everyone’s entitled 
to their opinion and how 
they want to treat peo-
ple,” Smith told reporters 
after a 102-ball innings 
featuring eight fours and 
three sixes.

“It’s water off a duck’s 
back and it doesn’t both-
er me. I try to black it out.

“They call it ‘white 
noise’. When I’m out in 
the middle I don’t pay 
attention to the crowd or 
what they’re saying,” he 
added after top-scoring 
in a total of 297 for nine.

Former captain Smith 

said both he and Warner, 
his deputy in the infa-
mous Cape Town Test 
last year, had been wel-
comed back warmly by 
their teammates.

“It’s like we never left 
in a way. I know I’ve got 
the support of my team-
mates up on the balco-
ny and for me that’s the 
most important thing.

“If I can make them 
proud out in the middle 
and make Australians 
proud as much as I can 
then that’s my job.”

On his form he add-
ed, “I’m not reading too 
much into it, they are just 
practice games. “Hope-

fully I can keep this form 
for the real stuff. But I am 
feeling good, composed 
and calm at the crease. 
Any time you make a 
hundred for Australia it’s 
a real honour.” England 
stand-in skipper Jos But-
tler, who was also doing 
the wicket-keeping duty 
while Smith creamed the 
English attack, said: “He’s 
the same player. He was a 
class player 12 months 
ago and he still is.

“He hasn’t forgotten. 
He’s one of the world’s 
best batsmen,” added 
Buttler, leading England 
in place of injured regu-
lar skipper Eoin Morgan.

England sweat on Wood’s World Cup fitness

Old warhorse Malinga 
keeps Sri Lanka dreaming

We will take some confidence 
out of win against India: Boult

Colombo, May 26 (AFP): 
Lasith Malinga will be 
one of the World Cup’s 
oldest players but the Sri 
Lanka paceman shows 
no signs of slowing down 
as he bids to prove his 
critics wrong.

Malinga was stripped 
of the Sri Lanka one-day 
international captaincy 
in April after losing all 
eight matches in a trou-
bled reign that lasted just 
four months.

Sri Lanka’s selectors, 
led by former fast bowl-
er Ashantha de Mel, said 
Malinga was unable to 
unite the team, while he 
was also accused of fall-
ing out with other senior 
players.

That hammer blow 
reportedly prompted 
Malinga to consider re-
tirement, but he opted 
to stay on after being 
named in the World Cup 
squad.

The 35-year-old re-
cently reminded the 
world of his endur-
ing qualities when he 
claimed 16 wickets for 
the Mumbai Indians 
in the Indian Premier 
League.

He produced a sen-
sational final over in the 
Twenty20 final against 
Chennai Super Kings to 

hand Mumbai a record 
fourth IPL title.

Malinga frequently 
hits speeds of over 86 
miles-per-hour (138 
kph), while his devastat-
ing slower balls were in 
evidence during the IPL, 
a welcome sign for em-
battled Sri Lanka ahead 
of the World Cup in En-
gland and Wales, which 
starts on May 30.

With several inexpe-
rienced bowlers in Sri 
Lanka’s squad, Malinga, 
with 322 ODI wickets to 
his name, is expected to 
be the cutting edge to the 
team’s attack.

Once he got over the 
shock of losing the cap-
taincy, Malinga’s appetite 
for the game returned as 
he shuttled between Sri 
Lanka and India to play 
in the domestic tourna-
ment and fulfil his IPL 
commitments.

Malinga was Sri Lan-
ka’s captain when they 
won the 2014 World T20 
title with a host of stal-
warts by his side includ-
ing Mahela Jayawardene, 
Kumar Sangakkara and 
Tillakaratne Dilshan.

But following the re-
tirement of Sri Lanka’s 
big guns, a new crop of 
players made their way 
into the side, a group 

selector De Mel believes 
did not fully back the 
quick bowler as skipper.

New captain Dimuth 
Karunaratne’s first ma-
jor goal will be to bring 
a hurting Malinga back 
into the fold to ensure 
the team get the best out 
of the old warhorse.

Some of Malinga’s 
most memorable perfor-
mances have come at the 
World Cup, where the 
bowler frequently raises 
his game.

Malinga first burst 
into global prominence 
after claiming four wick-
ets in four balls against 
South Africa at the 2007 
World Cup.

In the 2011 edition, 
Malinga grabbed anoth-
er hat-trick against Ken-
ya, and went on to bowl 
a memorable new-ball 
spell in the final against 
India, when he grabbed 
the prized scalps of 
Sachin Tendulkar and 
Virender Sehwag in 
quick succession.

If Sri Lanka are to 
have any chance of re-
peating their 1996 mag-
ic, when they won the 
tournament under Arju-
na Ranatunga, they need 
Malinga fit and firing in 
what is likely to be his fi-
nal World Cup.

London, May 26 (PTI): 
Acknowledging the 
swing on offer during 
their warm-up game 
against India, fast bowler 
Trent Boult says the con-
vincing win over one of 
the favourites gives them 
confidence heading into 
the World Cup.

Boult was the wreck-
er-in-chief, returning im-
pressive figures of 4/33 
to bowl out India for 179 
in under 40 overs at the 
Kennington Oval.

“Nice to see it swing-
ing around a little bit,” 
Boult told ICC after the 
game here Saturday.

“I’d love to expect 
that everywhere, some 

good wickets around the 
country. It’s going to be a 
good challenge, but us as 
a bowling unit, we’re defi-
nitely looking forward to 
it, but we’ll take some con-
fidence out of today. “But 
yeah, the biggest chal-
lenge will be when it’s not 
swinging and not nipping 
around a little bit. Then 
how do we take wickets? 
So we’ll look at that.”

With batsmen dom-
inating one-day inter-
nationals in England in 
recent years, there is a 
belief that this World Cup 
could see imposing totals 
being notched on regular 
basis. “We know what 
early wickets does to the 

batting side,” Boult said. 
“We want to be as aggres-
sive as we can to try and 
get into any team’s bat-
ting order, so we know if 
we get two or three wick-
ets at the top of the order, 
it puts a lot of pressure 
on the opposition. That is 
the basic plan, and for me, 
it’s about pitching the ball 
up and swinging the ball 
around as much as it can.”

Boult was the joint 
leading wicket-taker in 
the 2015 edition with 22 
scalps from nine matches. 
The conditions have be-
come more challenging 
since then, but he isn’t in-
timidated by predictions 
of 500-plus scores. 

Southampton, May 
26 (AFP): England fast 
bowler Mark Wood was 
left with a nervous wait 
after his World Cup chanc-
es were thrown into doubt 
by a foot injury that saw 
him leave the field during a 
warm-up defeat by Australia 
in Southampton on Saturday.

The Durham quick 
had managed just 3.1 
overs in his opening spell 
when he abandoned his 
run-up after feeling pain 
in his left foot.

Wood’s injury-plagued 
career has been blighted by 
a history of repeated ankle 
problems but he did give 
England some cause for 
optimism by running off to 
the pavilion, although the 
fact he then went to hospi-

tal for a scan and took no 
further part in an eventual 
12-run defeat was concern-
ing. “We’ll see how it turns 
out in the morning. It can 
be a worry for him,” said 
England stand-in captain 
Jos Buttler.

“He’s worked really 
hard and it’s something 
he’s battled a bit which is 
a frustration for him. He 
puts in all the work, the 
medical staff are great 
with him, and I’m sure 
he’s in the best hands.

“We hope for the best 
for him.” This was just 
Wood’s second appear-
ance of the season and 
his latest injury was a 
reminder that World Cup 
hosts and favourites En-
gland may have to call-up 

left-arm paceman David 
Willey as a replacement 
before the lengthy event is 
over. “Unfortunately in pro-
fessional sport things like 
this happen,” said Buttler, 
deputising as skipper for 
the injured Eoin Morgan.

“Around a World Cup 
everything is heightened 
because you want every-
one to be fit and firing. 
We’ll go through the six 
weeks and we’ll have nig-
gles in our team but so 
will other teams. It’s just 
the nature of the game.

“It’s always a bit of a 
worry because you want 
everyone to sail through 
the tournament 100 per 
cent fit but that’s not the 
nature of how things are 
going to happen.” 

2 held in Dabholkar murder case 
sent to CBI custody till Jun 1

Pune, May 26 (PTI): A 
lawyer and a right-wing 
activist arrested for al-
legedly helping in de-
struction of evidence in 
the Narendra Dabholkar 
murder case were sent to 
CBI custody till June 1 by 
a Pune court on Sunday.

The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) 
arrested lawyer Sanjeev 
Punalekar and Vikram 
Bhave, a member of 
the Sanatan Sanstha, in 
Mumbai on Saturday.

They were produced 
before the Pune-based 
court of Addition-
al Sessions Judge S N 
Sonawane, who remand-
ed them to the agency’s 
custody till June 1 after 
hearing the arguments of 
the prosecution and the 
defence.

Dabholkar, an an-
ti-superstition activist, 
was shot dead while he 
was out on morning walk 
in Pune on August 20, 
2013.

A preliminary 
probe has revealed that 
Punalekar and Bhave 
had links with the two 
alleged killers of Dab-
holkar and had also 
helped in destruction of 
evidence, apart from pro-
viding other assistance.

The CBI told the 
court on Sunday that 
Punalekar had allegedly 
asked Sharad Kalaskar, 
one of the shooters ar-
rested in the case, to 
destroy the weapons 
used in the killing of 
Dabholkar and journal-

ist Gauri Lankesh.
It also said Bhave had 

allegedly assisted the 
shooters and conducted 
a reconnaissance of the 
spot, where Dabholkar 
was shot at.

Bhave, a convict in 
the 2008 Gadkari Ran-
gayatan blast case, was 
out on bail.

After his release on 
bail, he had penned a 
book in Marathi, titled 
“Malegaon Sphotamagil 
Adrushya Haat” (The in-
visible hand behind the 
Malegaon blast).

It is suspected that it 
was Bhave who had iden-
tified Dabholkar to the 
shooters, a CBI official 
said on Saturday.

So far, six people, in-
cluding Sanatan Sans-
tha member and ENT 
surgeon Virendrasinh 
Tawde, Sachin Andure 
and Kalaskar, have been 
arrested by the CBI in the 
case. The central agency 
had earlier claimed that 
Tawde was the “master-
mind” of the conspiracy 
to kill Dabholkar and vet-
eran Communist Party of 
India (CPI) leader and ra-
tionalist Govind Pansare.

Pansare was killed in 
Kolhapur, Maharashtra in 
February, 2015.

The CBI had claimed 
that Andure and Kalas-
kar had shot Dabholkar 
dead. The agency has 
also arrested Rajesh 
Bangera, Amol Kale and 
Amit Digvekar in connec-
tion with the alleged con-
spiracy. 
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Final votes cast as Europe chooses future course
Brussels, May 26 (AFP): 
Tens of millions of Euro-
peans will vote Sunday as 
21 countries choose their 
representatives in a bat-
tle between the nation-
alist right and pro-EU 
forces to chart a course 
for the bloc.

Greece, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Lith-
uania and Cypru s were 
the first to open their 
polling stations at 0400 
GMT and France, Germa-
ny, Italy and the rest fol-
lowed over the next two 
or three hours.

Seven EU member 
states had already voted, 
but no official results can 
be published until rest 
of the union has taken 
part. The European Par-
liament will give an es-
timate at 1815 GMT and 
provisional results will 
begin to emerge from 
2100 GMT.

Eurosceptic parties 
opposed to the project 
of ever closer union 
hope to capture as many 
as a third of the seats in 
the 751-member Stras-
bourg assembly, dis-
rupting the pro-integra-

tion consensus.
The far-right parties 

of Italian deputy PM Mat-
teo Salvini and France’s 
Marine Le Pen will lead 
this charge, and anti-EU 
ranks will be swelled by 
the Brexit Party of British 
populist Nigel Farage.

France’s President 
Emmanuel Macron has 
taken it upon himself 
to act as figurehead for 
the centrist and liberal 
parties hoping to shut 
the nationalists out of 
key EU jobs and deci-
sion-making.

“Once again Macron 
is daring us to challenge 
him. Well let’s take him 
at his word: On May 26, 
we’ll challenge him in 
the voting booth,” Le Pen 
told a rally in France on 
Friday.

Meanwhile, the main-
stream parties are vying 
between themselves for 
influence over the choice 
of a new generation of 
top European officials, 
including the powerful 
president of the Europe-
an Commission.

And Brussels insid-
ers are closely following 

the turnout figures, fear-
ing that another drop in 
participation will under-
mine the credibility of 
the EU parliament as it 
seeks to establish its au-
thority.

Britain and the Neth-
erlands were first to vote, 
on Thursday, followed by 
Ireland and the Czech 

Republic on Friday with 
Slovakia, Malta and Lat-
via on Saturday, leaving 
the bulk of the 400 mil-
lion eligible voters to join 
in on Sunday.

At the last EU elec-
tion in 2014, Slovakia 
had the lowest turnout of 
any country, at less than 
14 percent, and centrist 

president Andrej Kiska is 
worried that the far-right 
is poised to profit.

“We see that extrem-
ists are mobilising, we 
see a lot their billboards 
and activities all over Slo-
vakia. We can’t let some-
one steal Europe from us. 
It’s our Europe,” Kiska 
told reporters.

But the right and the 
far-right have not had ev-
erything their own way 
so far.

In the Netherlands, 
the centre-left party of 
EU vice president Frans 
Timmermans won the 
most votes and add-
ed two seats to the So-
cialists and Democrats 

(S&D) bloc in parliament, 
according to exit polls.

A day later, the S&D’s 
centre-right rival the 
European People’s Par-
ty (EPP) was buoyed 
by exit polls suggesting 
that Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkar’s pro-EU Fine 
Gael party was in the 
lead in Ireland.

If Britain leaves the 
European Union on Oc-
tober 31, the latest dead-
line for Brexit, then its 
MEPs will not sit for long 
in the EU parliament but 
could still play a role in 
the scramble to hand out 
top jobs.

Thursday’s votes 
from Britain won’t be 
counted until after polls 
close in Italy, but Farage’s 
Brexit Party appears on 
course to send a large 
delegation to a parlia-
ment it wants to abolish.

Macron is pinning his 
hopes on his Renaissance 
movement joining with 
the liberal ALDE voting 
bloc and other centrist 
groups to give impetus to 
his plans for deeper EU 
integration.

But much will depend 

on who gets the top jobs: 
the presidencies of the 
Council and the Com-
mission, the speaker of 
parliament, the high rep-
resentative for foreign 
policy and director of the 
European Central Bank.

The 29 EU leaders 
have been invited to a 
summit dinner on Tues-
day to decide how to 
choose the nominees, and 
Germany’s Chancellor An-
gela Merkel is expected to 
back the lead EPP candi-
date Manfred Weber for 
the Commission.

Macron and some 
other leaders oppose 
both Weber, a German 
conservative MEP with 
no executive experience, 
and the idea that the 
parliament should get to 
choose one of its own for 
Brussels’ prime post.

But whichever way 
the leaders’ council 
leans, there will be no 
immediate decision. In-
stead, Council president 
Donald Tusk will take 
note of how the debate 
went and draft the nom-
inations before a June 21 
EU summit.

Chinese Vice 
President 
arrives in Pak 
on three-day 
official visit
Islamabad, May 26 
(PTI): Chinese Vice President 
Wang Qishan arrived in Islam-
abad Sunday on a three-day 
official visit to Pakistan during 
which he will hold talks with 
President Arif Alvi and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on a host 
of bilateral issues including the 
smooth development of the 
USD 60 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Wang, 70, is a member 
of the ruling Communist 
Party of China’s (CPC) pow-
erful Politburo Standing 
Committee. He is also a 
member of China’s Parlia-
ment, National People’s 
Congress and the Central 
Foreign Affairs Commis-
sion, a key foreign affairs 
body of the CPC. He was 
received at the airport 
by Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi and oth-
er high officials. During the 
visit, Vice President Wang will 
call on President Alvi and have 
a separate meeting with 
Prime Minister Khan.

Pakistan and Chi-
na will sign MoUs and 
agreements and inaugu-
rate projects to enhance 
bilateral cooperation in 
a broad range of areas, 
state-run Radio Pakistan 
reported on Sunday.

His visit underscores 
the vitality of the time-test-
ed and all-weather relation-
ship between Pakistan and 
China. Wang’s visit will re-
inforce the strength of bilat-
eral ties and impart further 
impetus to the growing, 
multi-faceted cooperation 
between the two countries 
in diverse fields, it said.

The visit is in contin-
uation of high-level ex-
changes between the two 
countries, which have 
acquired an increased 
momentum since Prime 
Minister Khan’s visit to 
China in November last 
year and his participa-
tion in the 2nd Belt and 
Road Forum in Beijing in 
April this year.

Last week, Chinese 
foreign ministry spokes-
person Lu Kang in Bei-
jing said that Vice Presi-
dent Wang’s visit to Paki-
stan will further deepen 
high-level exchanges, 
friendship and mutual 
trust between the two 
countries. 

Iran’s president says country 
could hold vote over nuke deal

8 in the fray to replace Theresa May as British PM

Wickremesinghe vows to stop Islamic State 
terrorism raising its head again in Lanka

Tehran, May 26 (AP): Iran’s 
president has suggested the Is-
lamic Republic could hold a refer-
endum over the country’s nuclear 
program amid the unraveling deal 
with world powers and heightened 
tensions with the United States, 
Iranian media reported Sunday.

According to the official IRNA 
news agency, President Hassan 
Rouhani, who was last week pub-
licly chastised by the country’s 
supreme leader, made the sug-
gestion in a meeting with editors 
of major Iranian news outlets on 
Saturday evening.

Rouhani said he had previ-
ously suggested a referendum 
to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei in 2004, when he was a 
senior nuclear negotiator for Iran.

At the time, Khamenei ap-
proved of the idea and though 
there was no referendum, such a 
vote “can be a solution at any time,” 
Rouhani was quoted as saying.

A referendum could provide 
political cover for the Iranian gov-
ernment if it chooses to increase 
its enrichment of uranium, pro-

hibited under the 2015 deal with 
world powers.

Last year, President Donald 
Trump pulled the U.S. out of the 
deal that capped Iran’s uranium 
enrichment activities in return 
to lifting sanctions. Trump has 
argued that the deal failed to 
sufficiently curb Iran’s abili-
ty to develop nuclear weapons 
or halt its support for militias 
throughout the Middle East that 
the U.S. says destabilize the re-
gion, as well as address the is-
sue of Tehran’s missiles, which 
can reach both U.S. regional bases 
and Israel.

In recent weeks, tensions 
between Washington and Teh-
ran have escalated over Ameri-
ca deploying an aircraft carrier 
and B-52 bombers to the region 
over a still-unexplained threat it 
perceives from Tehran. The U.S. 
also plans to send 900 additional 
troops to the 600 already in the 
Middle East and extending their 
stay amid the tensions.

Rouhani’s remarks could also 
be seen as a defense of his stance 

following the rare public chastis-
ing by the supreme leader.

Khamenei last week named 
Rouhani and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif relative 
moderates within Iran’s Shiite 
theocracy who had struck the nu-
clear deal as failing to implement 
his orders over the accord, say-
ing it had “numerous ambiguities 
and structural weaknesses” that 
could damage Iran.

Earlier last week, Iran said 
it quadrupled its uranium-en-
richment production capacity 
though Iranian officials made a 
point to stress that the uranium 
would be enriched only to the 
3.67% limit set under the deal, 
making it usable for a pow-
er plant but far below what’s 
needed for an atomic weapon.

Zarif, the foreign minister, was 
in the Iraq capital on Sunday for 
talks with officials. On Saturday, 
Mohamad Halbousi, the parlia-
ment speaker in Iraq, a key Iranian 
ally, said Baghdad is ready to medi-
ate between the United States and 
Iran if it is asked to do so.

ADITI KHANNA
London, May 26 (PTI): 
At least eight candidates 
have joined the fray to 
battle it out to take over 
the reins from British 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May as the UK’s ruling 
Conservative Party lead-
ership contest gets un-
derway.

May had announced 
her resignation earlier 
this week and is set to 
formally step down as 
Tory leader and PM on 
June 7, after a three-day 
state visit to the UK by US 
President Donald Trump.

The formal segment 
of the party leadership 
contest will then kick 
off on June 10, but pro-
spective candidates have 
already begun laying out 
their bids for the top job.

While hard Brexiteer 
Boris Johnson, the for-
mer foreign secretary, is 
seen as the frontrunner 
to succeed May, the con-
test still remains wide 
open to at least seven 
other contenders.

UK environment 
secretary Michael Gove 
became the latest Tory 
MP to announce his 
intention to challenge 
Johnson on Sunday.

“I can confirm that I 
will be putting my name 
forward to be prime min-
ister of this country. I 
believe that I’m ready to 
unite the Conservative 
and Union Party, ready to 
deliver Brexit, and ready 
to lead this great coun-
try,” he told reporters 
outside his home in Lon-
don on Sunday.

Gove’s decision is 
reminiscent of the 2016 
leadership race, when 
he was accused of be-
traying Johnson by 
withdrawing his sup-
port for him and choos-
ing to contest himself. 
It led to Johnson with-
drawing his bid and 
Gove went on to lose out 
in the party ballot, result-
ing in May being chosen 
for the post.

Among some of the 
other contenders eyeing 
Downing Street include 
the former Brexit secre-
tary, Dominic Raab, and 
former Commons leader 
Andrea Leadsom both of 
whom confirmed their 
leadership bids in differ-
ent Sunday newspapers.

They joined UK for-
eign secretary Jeremy 
Hunt, international de-
velopment secretary 

Rory Stewart, health sec-
retary Matt Hancock, and 
former work and pen-
sions secretary Esther 
McVey, in the battle for 
the leadership.

All the leadership 
contenders must make 
their position on Brex-
it clear to their electors 
the 313 Tory MPs who 
choose a shortlist and 
the 124,000 party mem-
bers who will have the 
ultimate say on the fi-
nal two contenders who 
will go head to head in 
the race.

A dividing line has 
emerged between can-
didates such as Johnson, 
who say the UK must be 
ready to leave the EU on 
31 October without a 
deal, and those who op-
pose a such no-deal Brex-
it like Stewart who has 
said that he would not 
serve in the Cabinet of 
someone explicitly push-
ing for a no-deal Brexit”.

The Opposition La-
bour Party also remains 
divided over the issue, 
with one section still 
pushing for a second 
referendum on the final 
Brexit deal and the oth-
er calling for a common 
Customs Union with the 

European Union (EU).
“I think the responsi-

bility is on all of those op-
position parties to come 
together with us and 
some Conservative MPs 
to block a ‘no deal’ and 
if that means going back 
to the people, yes let’s go 
back to the people,” said 
Labour’s shadow chan-
cellor John McDonnell.

Meanwhile, May is 
set to continue as Prime 
Minister while the lead-
ership contest takes 
place. Tory MPs have 
until the week begin-
ning June 10 to put their 
names forward, and any 
of them can stand as 
long as they have the 
backing of two parlia-
mentary colleagues.

The candidates will 
then be whittled down by 
votes of MPs until two re-
main, and in July a postal 
ballot of all Tory party 
members will be held to 
decide the winner.

The last leader elect-
ed by the Tory party 
membership was David 
Cameron in 2005.

May was chosen un-
opposed in 2016 after 
Leadsom withdrew her 
candidature at the last 
minute.

May 26, Colombo (PTI): 
Sri Lankan Prime Min-
ister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe has vowed to take 
security measures to 
prevent Islamic State (IS) 
terrorism raising its head 
again in the country as 
he appealed people not 
to support extremism or 
religious fanaticism.

The premier after 
meeting with a group of 
representatives of civil 
societies and trade union 
collective at Temple 
Trees on Saturday said 
the security forces and 
police have been able to 
apprehend everyone in-
volved in the Easter Sun-
day attacks that killed 
258 people, the Colombo 
Page reported.

“But this doesn’t 
mean that this is the end 
of this type of terrorism. 
We now have to take cer-
tain measures of coun-
terterrorism to ensure 
that the country will not 
face terrorism again,” he 
cautioned.

He said the govern-
ment is discussing the 
counterterrorism mea-
sures that are being 
taken, with the country 
still on edge after the at-
tacks on three hotels and 
three churches that were 
blamed on a local jihadi 
group, the National Tho-
wheeth Jama’ath (NTJ). 
The Islamic State group 
has also claimed a role in 
the attacks.

“We have also had 
the help of the Muslim 
community in bringing 
about many changes and 
suggestions - Madrasa 
education bill not allow-
ing sharia universities, 
ensuring name boards in 
only the three national 
languages,” the premier 
said. Civil societies and 

trade union representa-
tives inquired the prime 
minister on the politi-
cal and institutional re-
sponsibilities which have 
failed to prevent the Eas-
ter Sunday attacks and 
also on the security situ-
ation in the country after 
the attacks.

The premier respond-
ed, saying the parliamen-
tary select committee 
(PSC) has been appoint-
ed to investigate the is-
sue. He pointed out that 
the attacks in Sri Lan-
ka is one instance that 
the ISIS did not have 
the support of the local 
Muslim community for 
their actions and that 
should be maintained.

Prime Minister Wick-
remesinghe requested 
not to drive people to 
extremism by supporting 
religious fanaticism and 
racism.

“We must maintain it 
that way and not allow 
extremism to come in, 
racial and religious ha-
tred to come in, whereby 
driving some people to 
the other side,” he said.

Christians make up 
7.6 per cent and Muslims 
10 per cent of mainly 
Buddhist Sri Lanka.

The prime minister 
said the government 
will appoint a resident 
committee of parliament 
to look into all the inci-
dents and circumstances 
surrounding the Easter 
bomb blasts.

Wickremesinghe said 
a methodology will be 
devised preventing Is-
lamic State (IS) terrorism 
to raise its head again 
in the country by safe-
guarding the law and or-
der of the country.

He also said that the 
Speaker has agreed to 

open the proceedings 
through the media in 
order for people to gain 
access to the activities of 
the PSC.

“Today we have taken 
all the measure to restore 
law and order. We’ve 
been able to observe Ra-
madan, We’ve been able 
hold prayers, Sunday 
Mass, and Vesak Poya has 
been observed very, very 
successfully,” he said.

He said schools have 
started and life is get-
ting back to normal. the 
security forces and po-
lice have been able to 
apprehend everyone 
involved in the attacks 
and detained while le-
gal proceedings are yet 
to be decided by the At-
torney General.

“But this doesn’t 
mean that this is the end 
of this type of terrorism. 
We now have to take cer-
tain measures of coun-
terterrorism to ensure 
that the country will not 
face terrorism again,” the 
Premier cautioned add-
ing that the government 
is discussing the coun-
terterrorism measures 
that are being taken and 
being presented.

“We have also had 
the help of the Muslim 
community in bringing 
about many changes 
and suggestions - Ma-
drasa education bill not 
allowing sharia univer-
sities, ensuring name 
boards in only the three 
national languages,” the 
Premier said.

He pointed out that 
the attacks in Sri Lan-
ka is one instance that 
the ISIS did not have 
the support of the local 
Muslim community for 
their actions and that 
should be maintained.
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RIPPED AT 50:  Jennifer Lopez is once again proving that 
she’s simply unstoppable. The multi-talented artist turns 50 soon and 
has been hitting the gym and putting the rest of us to shame with her 
well-toned body that she regularly (and understandably) flaunts on 
social media. On Saturday, the 49-year-old posted a selfie on Instagram.
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ARIES: Lunge out of your comfort zone on 
Saturday,  Aries! Under a boundary-busting 
trine between amorous Venus in your ad-
venturous ninth house and transformative 
Uranus in your sign, love knows no limits. 
Keep an open mind and see where that 
leads you. If you’re single, you could be 
attracted to someone radically dissimilar 
to your usual type or be amenable to a 
long-distance relationship.  
TAURUS: Your sex appeal is off the charts 
this Saturday as voluptuous Venus in your 
erotic eighth house hooks up with unpredict-
able Uranus in your fantasy zone. You won’t be 
able to keep a lid on your blazing sensuality. You 
could be minding your own business when out 
of the blue, a sultry lightning bolt strikes. With 
spontaneous Uranus in the picture, this person 
could have serious soulmate potential.  
GEMINI: If you find yourself at a cross-
roads with a key relationship on Saturday, 
Gemini, don’t panic. You’ll know which 
way to turn without a GPS. Diplomatic Ve-
nus in your partnership house teams up with 
game-changer Uranus, bringing on a make-

it-or-break-it moment. Suddenly the fog lifts, 
and you’ll have the clarity to decide whether or 
not to ink the deal, move in together or what-
ever next step you’re deliberating.  
CANCER: Set some new goals and commit 
to making the kind of positive changes that 
will give you even more energy and clarity, 
like swapping out that second coffee with a 
green juice and renew your yoga pass. On 
Sunday, vixen Venus heads into Capricorn and 
charges up your partnership sector until March 
1. This could make you think a bit more seri-
ously about your own relationship status.  
LEO: Ready for a style upgrade? On Sat-
urday, fashionista Venus in your glamor-
ous fifth house shoots a supportive beam to 
changemaker Uranus, turning your attention 
to your overflowing closet. To make room 
for some seasonal arrivals, you’ll need to 
clear out space—and Uranus says there’s no 
time like the present!.  
VIRGO: PMystery is the spice of life, and 
things could get muy picante on Saturday 
as a zesty trine between amorous Venus and 
transformative Uranus in your clandestine 

eighth house arouses desires you didn’t even 
realize you had. With the love planet light-
ing up your home zone, Chez Virgo could 
become the setting for some sexy escapades.  
LIBRA: Got a heart brimming with love? 
Shout it from the rooftops on Saturday, Libra! 
As devoted Venus in your expressive third 
house forms a supportive angle with transfor-
mative Uranus in your relationship corner, com-
municating your feelings to that special some-
one could be a game-changer. Even a simple 
declaration of your admiration to a friend will 
deepen the bond.   
SCORPIO: Saturday’s harmonious angle 
between fair-minded Venus in your money 
house and game-changer Uranus in your 
sixth house of details can help reset your 
balance sheet. Whether you’ve been picking 
up the slack for a coworker (or they for you) 
or the idea of reciprocity has been lost on 
a certain entitled friend, take a step toward 
parity. Surprise someone who’s been wildly 
generous to you by sending flowers or taking 
them out to lunch just because! 
SAGITTARIUS: Expect the unexpect-

ed this Saturday as amorous Venus in your 
sign buddies up with unpredictable Uranus 
in your passionate fifth house. If you’re in-
spired to do something completely out of 
character, just go with it without judging it 
or worrying about the consequences. Take 
the initiative with someone new, weeding 
out the tepid types and drawing in people 
who can keep up with your sizzling energy!    
CAPRICORN: You’re in for a surprise this Sat-
urday, Capricorn—if you can drop your guard 
enough to let the magic in. A harmonizing trine 
between affectionate Venus in your unconscious 
corner and radical Uranus could dredge up some 
deeply buried emotions—you know, the pesky 
kind you hate to deal with. While you’re great at 
the stiff-upper-lip thing, people who know you 
best realize that under that cool exterior lives a 
super-sensitive soul.    
AQUARIUS:  Scan local listings and find 
the most fun and out-there activities. Then grab 
some fellow adventurers to join your escapades. 
On the romantic front, if you’re single, don’t re-
strict yourself to one person. Life’s a buffet, Wa-
ter Bearer, so fill your plate! Attached? This day 

is perfect for that double (or group) date you’ve 
been talking about. On Sunday, as creative Venus 
glides into Capricorn and your quixotic twelfth 
house until March 1, mix it up! Pull clothes out of 
your closet that haven’t seen daylight in a while. 
Rock some bling you might normally think is too 
much. If you’ve been secretly crushing on some-
one, take a bold leap and invite THEM out. At least 
you’ll find out if you’ve got a fighting chance!.   
PISCES: Before you head out for brunch or a 
night of dancing, stop and gaze into your meta-
phoric crystal ball. Saturday’s helpful hookup of 
lucky Venus in your career sector and transfor-
mative Uranus in your money house provides 
the perfect opportunity to hit pause and evaluate 
some of your loftiest professional ambitions. Are 
your dreams the same as last year? Do they need 
some updating? And the million-dollar question: 
What are you doing to steer things in that direc-
tion? Make a list of what you think you can or 
should do to take a giant leap forward, and sched-
ule a few of these things into your calendar for 
next week. On Sunday, affable Venus swings 
into Capricorn and fires up your collaborative 
eleventh house.

Women this age are powerful: 
Christine Baranski on her 60s

Heroes don’t want to work with me as my 
films are about softer men: Sudhir Mishra

Lay Zhang 
Is the First 
K-Pop Star to 
Wear H&M’s 
New Designer 
Collaboration 
Swedish fashion label H&M 
has only just announced its 
new designer collaboration 
with Paris-based fashion de-
signer Giambattista Valli, but 
K-pop superstar Lay Zhang 
has already had the honour 
of being one of the first peo-
ple in the world to wear it.

In a set of images released 
with the announcement, 
Lay can be seen wearing a 
full look from the upcoming 
Giambattista Valli x H&M col-
lection.

This is also the first time 
that Giambattista Valli has 
ever done menswear, and 
Lay definitely does the spe-
cial collection justice with his 
fashion-forward take.

“Normally, it’s women 
who adopt pieces from the 
masculine wardrobe, so I 
thought my men could just 
pick things up from the wom-
en’s wardrobes,” Valli told 
H&M in an interview. “The 
animal and flower prints, as 
well as the sequins and the trans-
parencies, are just the same. In 
fact, pieces from the men’s collec-
tion can easily be worn by wom-
en: I encourage customers to do 
so, because everything is meant 
to be exchanged.” 

Moby accuses Natalie Portman 
of lying, shares photo evidence 

to support his dating claims
 

Los Angeles, May 25 (PTI): Musician Moby has accused 
Natalie Portman of “lying” after the Oscar-winning actor de-
bunked his claims of dating her.  The 53-year-old singer had 
mentioned about his alleged relationship with the actor in his 
new memoir “Then It Fell Apart”, claiming that he briefly dat-
ed her after she “flirted” with him in his dressing room at one 
of his shows.  Portman, 37, rejected his claims and said the 
musician was instead “creepy” towards her. The actor, howev-
er, acknowledged that she met him at a concert.

“I was surprised to hear that he characterized the very 
short time that I knew him as dating because my recollection 
is a much older man being creepy with me when I just had 
graduated high school,” she told Harper’s Bazaar UK.

On Friday, Moby took to Instagram, where he shared 
some photos of his with the actor to support his claims, and 
said “it hurts to be lied about”.

“In my memoir Then It Fell Apart’ I respectfully and hon-
estly describe the brief, innocent, and consensual romantic 
involvement I had with Natalie Portman in 1999.

“But she’s denying that we ever dated, even though in the 
past she’s publicly discussed our involvement, and there’s 
ample photographic evidence that we briefly dated and then 
were friends (some pictures included in this post). It hurts 
to be lied about, especially as I’ve always respected her, and I 
thought we were friends,” he wrote.

The musician said he has received violent messages from 
Portman’s fans which has started to affect him professionally 
and personally.

“So what should I do? What do you do when people be-
lieve lies and accusations and not actual photographs and 
evidence? I want to take the high road, but I honestly don’t 
know what to do.  “It’s one thing to be lied about, and entirely 
another when someone’s lies result in physical threats from 
complete strangers,” he added.

JUSTIN RAO
Mumbai, May 26 (PTI): Filmmaker Sudhir 
Mishra says male actors don’t want to work 
in his films as his heroes are “frailed and vul-
nerable”, a nuance which goes for a toss in for-
mulaic cinema.

Mishra, known for films like “Hazaaron 
Khwaishein Aisi”, “Chameli” and “Inkaar”, is 
drawn towards grey characters as he believes 
they are not only cinematic but also real.

“It’s who we are. People are heroes at one 
point in life. It’s very rare for people to be he-
roes throughout their lives. To expect that is 
also wrong,” Mishra told PTI.

“There is a reason why male heroes don’t 
like my films, don’t want to work with me, 
because my films are about softer, indecisive, 
confused, men. Men who make mistakes, the 
vulnerable, frailed one. They’re not macho,” 
he added. The director said formulaic cine-
ma only looks at the world in two extremes 
of good and bad, with no room for anything 
in between.

“Formulaic cinema harms and dumbs 
down people. You tend to look at life in black 
and white. That’s very harmful to the society 
as a whole, looking for this ‘perfect’ human 
being who doesn’t exist.”

In his career of over 30 years starting as 
the screenwriter for cult classic “Jaane Bhi Do 
Yaaron” Mishra has often told socially rele-
vant stories, but said there was a time when 
he bowed down to the pressure of making 
commercial cinema with his “Calcutta Mail”.

“At that time, it was a big cast. Anil Kapoor 
was a big star, so was Rani Mukerji and Mani-
sha Koirala. But I failed. I still like some things 
about the film but as a whole it’s a failure.

“After that I realised, we are made to di-
rect some films, not every kind of films. I have 
to understand that and can’t strut around 
calling myself a genius. I can only make a film 
I can relate to.” The director has how taken the 
digital plunge with his maiden web series “Hos-
tages”, produced by Applause Entertainment.

Remake of the 2013 Israeli television se-
ries, “Hostages” revolves around the life of a 
renowned surgeon who is ordered to assas-
sinate the chief minister, in exchange for the 
survival of her family.

“I like to explore lives of the side charac-
ters which the digital world allows me to do. 
It’s a great platform where you can be authen-
tic to your story. This should’ve come earlier 
in my life, 20 years ago would’ve been fun.”

For Mishra, though, the struggle to tell his 
stories hasn’t really ended.

“Many years ago when I was in Tokyo In-
ternational Festival, Akira Kurosawa told us, 
‘If you’re a filmmaker, you must have 20 sto-
ries to tell, so that when producer says not 
this one, you should have another one.’

“You don’t always decide which film will 
get made due to commerce and other fac-
tors. But whenever it does, it should still be 
your film. The struggle never gets over, un-
less you have so much money that you can do 
it yourself.”

Los Angeles, May 26 (PTI): 
“The Good Fight” star Chris-
tine Baranski says she is living 
the “best years” of her career 
now. The 67-year-old actor 
currently stars in the spin-off 
of “The Good Wife”, in which 
she reprises her role as top lit-
igator Diane Lockhart.

Baranski said after years 
of featuring in the supporting 
actress capacity to Julianna 
Margulies’ Alicia Florrick on 
“The Good Wife”, she got the 
opportunity to be the leading 
lady with the sister show.

“I got the number one 
position in my career and I 
was in my 60s. These are the 
best years of my career. I get 
offered wonderful theatre 
roles. I’m finally a leading 
lady, after all this time. I’m 
still this strong, authoritative, 
professional woman, well-ed-
ucated. “Women this age 
are powerful, and I love that 
somehow in this moment in 
time, I’m playing in a TV that 
reflects that. It’s high time 

that women of such authori-
ty have their real air time. It’s 
long overdue,” she told The 
Hollywood Reporter’s Drama 

Actress Roundtable. Baranski 
said she had years of theatre 
experience before she made 
her TV debut at the age of 41. 
She was cast in a supporting 
role on the hit series “Cybil”, 
and won an Emmy award.

Asked what inspires her 
to act, the actor said it was 
more of an environment effect 
than a choice. “I don’t know 

if it’s a choice. It just came to 
me early on. My grandparents 
were Polish actors in Buffalo at 
the Polish-American theatre, 

so I grew up around flamboy-
ant personalities, and music 
and expressivity. It seemed 
like a wonderful playground. I 
still feel that was,” she said.

Baranski’s TV credits also 
include “Frasier” and the re-
cently-concluded “The Big 
Bang Theory”, in which she 
played Leonard’s mother, Dr 
Beverly Hofstadter.


