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With no local case in
a record 200 days,
Taiwan is world's envy

Tarpel, 30 Oct [BLoOM-
BERG]: France and Ger-
many are going back into
lockdown, while coro-
navirus cases in the U.S.
surging to new highs,
but at the other end of
the world Taiwan has
achieved a different kind
of record -- more than
200 days without a lo-
cally transmitted case.

Taiwan holds the
world's best virus re-
cord by far and reached
the 200-day landmark
on Thursday. Its last lo-
cal case came on April
12; there has been no
second wave. On Friday,
itreached 201 days with-
out a local case.

What did this island
of 23 million people do
right? It has had 553 con-
firmed cases, with only
seven deaths. Experts say
closing borders early and
tightly regulating travel
have gone a long way to-
ward fighting the virus.
Other factors include
rigorous contact trac-
ing, technology-enforced
quarantine and wide-
spread mask wearing.
Further, Taiwan's deadly

experience with SARS
has scared people into
compliance.

The 200-day-local-
case-free total received
worldwide attention in-
cluding from lawmakers.
Among them was U.S.
Senator Bernie Sanders,
who in a tweet men-
tioned the milestone,
writing: "How'd they do
it? They believe in sci-
ence."

Community  trans-
mission has been elimi-
nated there, said Peter
Collignon, an infectious
disease physician and
professor at the Austra-
lian National University
Medical School. Taiwan
"probably had the best
result around the world,"
he said, adding that "it's
even more impressive"
for an economy with a
population about the
same size as Australia's,
with many people living
close to one another in
apartments.

In other parts of the
world, the second wave
is proving bigger than the
first. The U.S. set a new
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Mizoram refuses to withdraw
forces from Assam, highway
blocked for third day

GUWAHATI, 30 OcTt [PTI]: A week after a sup-
posed breakthrough, a festering Mizoram-Assam
boundary row worsened today, intensifying
blockades and protests along the border between
the two northeastern states.

Mizoram Home Minister Lalchamliana today
said there will be no withdrawal the state's forces
from its border with Assam till normalcy returns.
Protestors in Assam have, meanwhile, blocked
National Highway 306, Mizoram's lifeline for es-

sential commodities.

Sources in the Mizoram government have said
they are in talks to work out an alternative route
to bring in essentials through Manipur.

Mr Lalchamliana said his government accept-
ed the demarcation notified in 1875 under the
Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation of 1873 as the
actual boundary of Mizoram and Assam. "It was a
historical inter-state boundary decided long back
and that had been accepted by the forefathers of
Mizos," the Minister told reporters.

Last week, Mizoram had promised it will pull
back its armed police from the border area at
Lailapur in Assam, but the latter's officials say
that promise is yet to be honoured.

On Thursday, the Union Home Secretary
held a video conference with the chief secretar-
ies of both states to defuse the situation, official

sources said.

Amid this, over 100 protesters have refused
to withdraw the Lailapur blockade, leaving more
than 250 vehicles stranded on either side of the
border on NH 306. Mizoram ferries food grains,
transport fuel, and other goods and machines
through this route that connects Vairengte in the
state's Kolasib district to southern Assam.

Gyanendra Pratap Singh, Assam Additional
Director General of Police for Law and Order; is
camped in southern Assam since Wednesday;, try-
ing to normalise the situation.

Festering since October 9, the situation along
the 164.6-km Assam-Mizoram border took an
ugly turn on October 17 when some 20 shops and
houses were burnt down and over 50 people in-

jured in clashes.

In another incident, Mizoram security person-
nel on Tuesday stopped Assam Forest Depart-
ment officials from visiting some area on the bor-
der claiming it to be their territory.

Both Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Sa-
tyendra Kumar Garg, Joint Secretary (North East)
in the Union Home Ministry, have spoken to the
political leadership and other senior officials mul-
tiple times to defuse the crisis.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcCT:
Sikkim received news
of its 68th COVID-19
related death when an
87-year-old male from
Rongneck in East Dis-
trict passed away on 28
October at his residence.
Health Department of-
ficials inform that he
was also nursing cardiac
complications.

In the daily health
bulletin on Friday, Health
Department State IEC
Officer, Sonam G Bhutia
informed that the octo-

genarian had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 at Cen-
tral Referral Hospital, Ta-
dong, and was admitted
in the High Dependency
Unit of STNM Hospital on
16 October.

He was discharged
from hospital on 24 Oc-
tober and passed away at
home on 28 October.

Health officials in-
form that the cremation
was held today as per
COVID protocols since
the patient was still in
quarantine and the death
is being registered as a

COVID-19 fatality with
co-morbidities.

Meanwhile, 20 fresh
cases of novel coronavi-
rus were detected in the
last 24 hours in Sikkim
taking the State’s tally
of confirmed COVID-19
cases to 3,913.

On the other hand,
the number of dis-
charged patients reached
3,509 with the release of
33 more patients from
isolation facilities on
Thursday. There are cur-
rently 254 COVID-19 pa-
tients either in hospital

or home isolation in Sik-
kim, of whom four are in
the ICU facility of STNM
Hospital.

Atotal of 169 samples
were screened for COVID
in the State on Thursday,
of which 115 were tested
by RT-PCR, 22 by Tru-
eNat and 32 by RAT.

14 of the cases were
picked up in RT-PCR
testing, while four were
detected via TruNat
testing and two in RAT.
Out of 20 fresh cases,
19 have been reported
from East District and

one from North District.

Among the 20 are
three patients currently
admitted in STNM hos-
pital, one person from
Tibet Road, one from
Jorethang, one from
Lower Samdur, one from
Tumin-Namrang, one
from Arithang, one from
Kazi Road, one from
near Ban Jhankri Falls
on Ranka Road, one from
the Diesel Power House
area, Gangtok, one from
SMIT-Majhitar, one from
above CRH-Tadong and
one patient admitted in

CRH, who has now been
shifted to STNM hospital.

Likewise, one person
from near Vajra, Gangtok,
one from above the petrol
pump in Sichey, one from
Swastik and one from Ben
were reported positive in
TruNat testing.

He added that one
person from Lower Sing-
hik in Mangan, North Dis-
trict and one staff mem-
ber of District Hospital,
Singtam from Daragaon,
Tadong were found posi-
tive through rapid anti-
gen testing.

In Tibet, China preaches the
mo’rendl over ’rhe spm’ruol

YEW LUN TIAN
LHAsA, 30 Oct (RE-
UTERS):  Dzekyid, a

54-year-old barley farm-
er, presents himself as a
role model for his neigh-
bours and for the success
of China’s efforts to tie
economic development to
social control in Tibet.
Dzekyid's  well-built
house in Jangdam vil-
lage has a hall filled with
Buddhist scriptures and
Thangka paintings, and a

row of prayer wheels for his reli-
gious 76-year-old father, Tenzin,
to spin twice a day. As a member
of China’s ruling Communist Party,

Dzekyid is an atheist.

“This house is possible because
of good government policies. My
heart is wholly with the party, not
even one bit with religion,”
Dzekyid, whose family was show-
cased to a group of reporters on
a government-organised tour of
Tibet, an area where access to for-
eign journalists is normally barred.

Government officials in both
Beijing and Tibet vetted the report-

ers from media organisations who
were invited to join the trip. On the
closely supervised tour, there was
little opportunity to interact with
ordinary Tibetans without govern-
ment officials in attendance.

China is pushing to transform
the mindsets and values of Tibet-
ans to bring them into the coun-
try’s modern mainstream, which
includes urging the region’s devout
Buddhists to focus less on religion
and more on material prosperity.

“Tibet has some bad old habits,
mainly due to the negative influ-
ence of religion that emphasises
the afterlife and weakens the urge

said

to pursue happiness in the current
life,” said Che Dhala, chairman of
the Tibet Autonomous Region.

On the trip to Tibet, officials
showcased poverty-relief pro-
grammes that include relocation of
families to better homes, schooling,
vocational training, and business de-
velopment efforts such as a climate-
controlled mushroom farm. The
efforts are part of China’s push to
eradicate rural poverty nationwide
by the end of this year.

Officials also described efforts
to “manage the minds” of Tibetans,
who for centuries lived in a deeply
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COVID-19 caseload in
India climbs to 80,88,851

NEw DELHI, Oct 30
(PTI): India saw 48,648
new coronavirus infec-
tions being reported in a
day taking the COVID-19
caseload to 80,88,851,
while the active cases fell
below 6,00,000, accord-
ing to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Friday.

The national recovery
rate crossed 91 per cent.

The COVID-19
death toll in the coun-
try climbed to 1,21,090
with 563 new fatalities,
the data updated at 8 am
showed.

A total of 73,73,375
people have recuperated
from COVID-19 so far
pushing the national re-
covery rate to 91.15 per
cent while the case fatal-

ity rate stands at 1.50 per
cent. There are 5,94,386
active cases of corona-
virus infection in the
country as on date which
comprises 7.35 per cent
of the total caseload, the
data stated.

India's COVID-19
tally had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7,
30 lakh on August 23 and
40 lakh on September 5
. It went past 50 lakh on
September 16, 60 lakh on
September 28,70 lakh on
October 11 and crossed
80 lakh on October 29.

According to the
ICMR, a cumulative total
of 10,77,28,088 sam-
ples have been tested
up to October 29 with
11,64,648 samples being
tested on Thursday.
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Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
Government of India

NATIONAL UNITY DAY

31" October 2020

On the birth anniversary of

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

the Grateful nation pays tribute

Sardar Patel's mantra of unity is the ethos of the nation and
his birth anniversary is the festival of Unity of India.

‘ ‘ Sardar Patel did the important work of uniting the
country. His thoughts and actions inspire us to live
the mantra of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ , ,

- Narendra Modi

Live telecast of Prime Minister's programme on:

Doordarshan Network from Statue of Unity, Kevadia, Gujarat from 07:30 am onwards

davp 22201/1130031/2021
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Global coronavirus cases
rise by single-day re-
cord of half a million

SHAINA AHLUWALIA &
ANURAG MAAN

NEw DELH], 30 OcT [RE-
UTERS]: Global coronavi-
rus cases rose by more
than 500,000 for the first
time on Wednesday, a
record one-day increase
as countries across the

Northern  Hemisphere
reported daily spikes.
Global daily COV-

ID-19 cases have risen by
nearly 25% in less than
two weeks as the world
witnessed 400,000
daily reported cases for
the first time last Fri-
day. (Graphic: tmsnrt.
rs/34JDOD7)

Most western coun-
tries and parts of Latin
America have reported
their highest single-day
surges in the past few
weeks. Many govern-
ments, with the notable
exception of the United
States, have started tak-
ing stronger measures to
bring the spread of the
virus under control.

The global coronavi-
rus tally stands at 44.7
million cases and about
1.17 million deaths.

Europe, North Amer-
ica and Latin America
account for over 66%
of global cases and over
76% of global deaths.

Europe’s new daily
infections have doubled
over the past two weeks
as it reported more than
250,000 cases for the
first time on Wednesday,
according to a Reuters
tally.

The region has so
far reported about 9.5
million cases and about
261,000 deaths.

France reported a
new record daily total of
more than 50,000 infec-
tions for the first time on
Sunday.

Euro-zone economic
activity has slipped back
into decline this month
as renewed restrictions
to control the corona-
virus pandemic forced
many businesses in the
bloc’s dominant service
industry to limit opera-

tions, a survey showed
last Friday.

The United States
continues to lead the
worldwide coronavirus
tally with about 8.9 mil-
lion infections and about
228,000 fatalities since
the pandemic started.

The United States
broke its daily record for
new coronavirus infec-
tions on Friday as it re-
ported 84,169 new cases
due to outbreaks in vir-
tually every part of the
country shortly before its
presidential election on
Tuesday.

The United States is
reporting about 75,000
cases a day on an aver-
age, according to a Re-
uters analysis and its
death toll from COVID-19
could surpass 500,000 by
February unless nearly
all Americans wear face
masks, researchers said.

Asia surpassed 10
million infections of
the new coronavirus on
Saturday, the second-
heaviest regional toll in
the world, according to
a Reuters tally, as cases
continue to mount in In-
dia despite a slowdown
and sharp declines else-
where.

India, the world’s sec-
ond most populous coun-
try as well as the second
worst affected country, is
reporting about 48,000
cases a day on an average
with a total of about 8
million cases, according
to a Reuters tally.

As Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi prom-
ised to provide any success-
ful vaccine to each of India’s
1.3 billion people. The
country is preparing a data-
base of all government and
private health personnel
to speed up vaccinations
once they become avail-
able.

In the Middle East,
Iran, the most affected
COVID-19 infections
country is reporting one
death every three min-
utes, according to state
television.
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know we can improve.
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Rotary Club and SJC
celebrate Shubho Blj oya

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OcCT:

otary International

District 3240 in as-
sociation with Siliguri
Journalists Club celebrat-
ed Shubho Bijoya with
the Members of Siliguri
Journalists’ Club today,
a press release informs.
Sweets were exchanged
between the members of
both the organizations.

On behalf of Sili-
guri Journalists’ Club,
Md Irfan-E-Azam (Vice
President) & Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya (Joint Sec-
retary) shared the dais
with Rotary District of-
ficials.

District Governor, Rtn
Subhasish ~ Chattrerjee
during his welcome ad-
dress appreciated the
work of journalists and

laid stress on working
together for serving the
society at large. He also
shared the work done by
Rotary in India.

Mr Chattrerjee also
shared about the two
ambitious projects to be
taken by Rotary in com-
ing months including the
Rotary School at Ambari
and Rotary Food Bank.

On the occasion the

new executive team
of Siliguri Journalists’
Club was also felicitat-
ed by the Rotary District
team.

The programme was
attended by presidents
of all six Rotary Clubs
namely Siliguri, Siliguri
Midtown, Siliguri Green,
Siliguri Uttarayon, Sili-
guri Green & Siliguri Met-
ropolitan Midtown.

Teenager's custodial death
sparks stir in Bengal

Suri/KoLKATA, OcT 30
(PTI): A 15-year-old boy
has died in police cus-
tody in West Bengal's
Birbhum district, trigger-
ing a mob attack on the
police station on Friday
and prompting the BJP
to call a 12-hour bandh
in Mallarpur area on Sat-
urday.

The police claimed
the teenager was found
hanging in the toilet of
Mallarpur police station
on Thursday night, while
the BJP alleged that the
law enforcers had beaten
him to death as his par-
ents were saffron party
supporters.

The teenager's father,
however, said he isa TMC
supporter and his son
has died by suicide.

The police said a
magisterial probe has
been ordered into the in-
cident.

The final rites of the
boy were performed at
Tarapith burning ghat
amid tight police secu-
rity after the conduct of
the post-mortem exami-
nation.

The BJP and some
neighbours of the boy
claimed he was picked
up by the police three

days ago.
Superintendent  of
Police Shyam  Singh,

however, said he was ap-
prehended on Thursday
afternoon on charges of
theft and was kept in a
separate guarded room
at Mallarpur police sta-
tion.

"Around 9.25 pm on
the previous day, he went

- ﬂ‘t

to the toilet and hanged
himself," the officer said.

The state president
of the Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha, the BJP's
youth wing, and Bishnu-
pur MP Saumitra Khan,
however, staged a sit-in
demonstration outside
the police station, de-
manding punishment for
the officer-in-charge.

BJP workers, joined
by some locals, blocked
a national highway and
burnt tyres to protest the
"cold-blooded custodial
murder".

"We have called a 12-
hour bandh in Mallarpur
on Saturday. If the cul-
prits are not punished,
we will go for a state-
wide bandh," Khan said.

Earlier in the day,
irate locals attempted to
storm the police station
and pelted the policemen
with stones when they
tried to disperse them.

The boy's parents,
however, said they did
not want any violence
as their son has "died by
suicide".

"I am a TMC support-
er. From whatever infor-
mation I have received
from various sources, we
are of the view that my
son, who was detained on
theft charges, has hanged

himself to death. We have
no complaint against the
police," the teenager's fa-
ther told reporters.

His statement came
minutes after TMC's
district chief and party
strongman Anubrata
Mondal alleged the BJP
was "doing politics" over
the incident and the par-
ents of the boy were nev-
er associated with the
saffron party.

Khan, however, said
the boy's parents were
"forced" by Mondal and
his party men to give
such a statement as an
atmosphere of "fear and
terror" prevails in the
district.

"The BJP is hell-bent
on disrupting peace in
the state by instigating
mob violence. It is do-
ing cheap politics over
a stray incident. The
boy's family members
don't have any complaint
against the police," local
TMC MLA Abhijit Roy
said.

A senior police officer
said a magisterial probe
has been ordered and a
medical board conducted
the post-mortem exami-
nation with adherence to
the guidelines laid down
by the National Human
Rights Commission.

Farooq Abdul-
lah Stopped
From Offering
Prayers, House
Blocked: Party

SRINAGAR, 30 Oct [NDTV]:
Former Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Farooq
Abdullah was stopped
by the administration
from offering prayers
at Srinagar's Hazratbal
shrine on the occasion of
Milad-un-Nabi, his party
the National Conference
claimed in a tweet.

The National Confer-
ence tweeted that it "con-
demns this infringement
of fundamental right to
pray, especially on the
auspicious occasion of
Milad Un Nabi Saw."

"J&K administration
has blocked the resi-
dence of party presi-
dent Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah and stopped him
from offering prayers
at Dargah Hazrat-
bal. JKNC condemns
this infringement of
fundamental right to
pray, especially on
the auspicious occasion
of Milad Un Nabi Saw,"
the National Conference

tweeted.
Mr Abdullah had
been under arrest

since the government
scrapped special status
to Jammu and Kash-
mir under Article 370
of the Constitution and
divided the state into
two Union Territories
in August last year. The
former chief minister
was released only in
March this year, days
before the lockdown ne-
cessitated by the corona-
virus pandemic was an-
nounced.

With no local ...

In Tibet, China...

religious society with a belief in reincarnation and a
devotion to their spiritual leader.

The head of Caiqutang village, Dekyi Paldron, de-
scribed how poor households who receive free new
government housing “should not” set up a family
room for worshipping Buddha, a common feature in
traditional Tibetan houses, because they “shouldn’t
be two-faced” after benefiting from the atheist Com-
munist Party.

“If space is taken up by the Buddha room, the boy
and girl may have to squeeze into one bedroom - this
is not ideal for the healthy development of either
child,” another official told the visiting journalists.

China seized Tibet after troops entered the region
in 1950, in what Beijing calls a “peaceful liberation.”

In 1959, spiritual leader the Dalai Lama fled China
after a failed uprising, and the long-impoverished re-
gion has been one of the most politically sensitive and
restricted parts of China.

PRAY LESS, WORK MORE

Recipients of poverty relief are told to curb their
spending on religion and to instead invest in increas-
ing their earning power and in their children.

At a vocational school in Nyingchi, a signboard
stated that the school uses ideological and political
education to fight against “separatism”, denounce
the Dalai Lama and to prevent religion from making
people “passive”.

“Ten years ago, villagers competed among them-
selves to see who donates more to temples. Now they
compete to see whose son or daughter has a stable
government job, or who owns a car,” Karma Tenpa,
deputy propaganda minister for the Tibet Autono-
mous Region, told Reuters.

Pictures of the Dalai Lama, once commonly dis-
played in Tibetans’ houses, are banned, but framed
posters of President Xi Jinping were visible inside all
the homes the journalists were shown.

Propaganda slogans urging allegiance to China
and the Communist Party are conspicuous along
roadsides and billboards in Tibet.

Critics say China’s efforts linking poverty eradica-
tion to an embrace of a secular life and the Communist
Party infringe on human rights.

“The Chinese government'’s efforts to force Tibet-
ans to change their way of life to the one the govern-
ment approves is a violation of their fundamental hu-
man rights, including their freedoms of thought and
religion,” Maya Wang of Human Rights Watch told
Reuters.

A recent Reuters report based on official docu-
ments described how growing numbers of rural Ti-
betans were being pushed into recently built training
centres, where they are trained to be factory workers
in a programme that some critics have called coercive
- a characterisation China rejects.

“At first we have to go around explaining to the
nomads and herders why they should go for skills
training to earn higher wages. Now that they see the
benefit of doing so, they come to us automatically,” Lin
Bei, a poverty alleviation official, told Reuters.

FAME OR SHAME

Families who practise good hygiene or have other
desirable attributes receive credits for goods such as
washing powder or towels, Lin said. The best are list-
ed as “Five Star Families” on the village notice board.

Those deemed to show undesirable behaviour are
named and shamed.

“If someone has been lazy, drunk alcohol, hung out
at the teahouse or played games instead of taking care
of his family, we will call him out at the village meet-
ing,” said Lin, who is a member of China’s ethnic Han
majority.

Dzekyid, who like many Tibetans uses only one
name, encourages his neighbours to support the party
and its programmes. His house was built with a gov-
ernment grant of nearly $20,000.

“Praying to the gods and Buddha can’t get me this,”
he told Reuters.
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daily record for cases Thursday, top-
ping 86,000. Cases in Minnesota rose
by the most since the pandemic began,
while outbreaks in Texas are accelerat-
ing. France, which goes back into lock-
down starting Friday, is aiming to limit
the hit to economic activity to 15%,
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire said.
Germany's new curbs begin Monday.

Taiwan will likely be among the few
economies to grow this year, with the
government in August forecasting that
the gross domestic product will expand
1.56% in 2020.

Still, Taiwan isn't out of the woods
yet. The government confirmed three
more imported cases Thursday, from
the Philippines, U.S. and Indonesia, and
in the past two weeks has recorded
more than 20 imported cases. Also, oth-
ers that fought the virus well initially,
like Singapore and Japan, later had
spikes in cases.

What those places with surging in-
fections can take away from Taiwan's

experience is that nothing works with-
out contact tracing people who have
tested positive and then quarantining
them, said Chen Chien-jen, Taiwan's
former vice president and an epidemi-
ologist, in an interview.

Also, as it's not easy to make people
stay in quarantine, Taiwan has taken
steps to provide meal and grocery de-
livery and even some friendly contact
via Line Bot, a robot that texts and
chats. There is also punishment -- those
who break quarantine face fines of up
to NT$1million ($35,000).

Here is how Taiwan has achieved its
milestone:

Border Control

Taiwan began shutting down to non-
residents shortly after the pandemic
broke out in January and has kept tight
control over its borders since.

"Taiwan's continual success is due
to strict enforcement of border con-
trol," says Jason Wang, director of Stan-
ford University's Center for Policy, Out-

comes and Prevention. That includes
symptom-based surveillance before
travelers board flights and digital fence
tracking via cellular signals to ensure
their compliance with a 14-day quaran-
tine, he said.

Masks, Distribution

The decision to stockpile and have
central distribution of face masks
played a key role in Taiwan's success.
The government early in the pandemic
stockpiled all domestically produced
face masks and banned export. Within
four months, companies increased pro-
duction from 2 million to 20 million
units a day, enabling the island to ration
masks to residents on a regular basis.

Contact Tracing, Quarantine

Taiwan has world-class contact trac-
ing -- on average, linking 20 to 30 con-
tacts to each confirmed case. In extreme
situations, such as that of a worker at a
Taipei City hostess club who contracted
the virus, the government tracked down
as many as 150 contacts. Then, all con-

tacts must undergo a 14-day home quar-
antine, even if they test negative.

So far, about 340,000 people have
been under home quarantine, with few-
er than 1,000 fined for breaking it. That
means 99.7% have complied, accord-
ing to Chen. "We sacrificed 14 days of
340,000 people in exchange for normal
lives for 23 million people,” Chen said.

SARS Experience

PromotedListen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com

The painful lessons of past epidem-
ics paved the way of Taiwan's success
in fighting Covid. It began building an
emergency-response network for con-
taining infectious diseases after its ex-
perience with SARS in 2003, when hun-
dreds became ill and at least 73 died,
for the world's third-highest infection
rate. Taiwan later experienced pandem-
ics like bird flu and influenza HI1N1. As
a result, its residents are acutely aware
of disease-fighting habits like hand-
washing and mask wearing.
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CLASSIFIEDS

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale
at Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College.
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs
(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE

Aland measuring an area for 50x32 1/2 at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is
just a one minute walking distance from Namchi
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE

An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim

near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price

negotiable any one interested can contact:
78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410
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Capital TIMES
Black Eagle in semis of Cricket Club Tourney

Kamal Nath no longer "star campaigner™

e
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SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 OCT:

he quarter-finals of

Sikkim Cricket Associ-
ation’s first Two-Tier Club
Tournament started to-
day at Reshithang sports
complex. The first quarter
final match was played be-
tween Royal North Broth-
ers and Black Eagle (SAP),

a press release informs.
Royal North Brothers
won the toss and chose
to bat first. In the first
innings, they scored 171
runs with the loss of 8
wickets in 30.0 overs,
where Karma Thinley
scored 31 runs, Manoj
Gurung 29 runs, Chandra
Bahadur 22 runs, Rob-

in Limboo and Solu Kr
Thakur scored 15 runs
each, Rajiv Malay Darjee
10 runs. Palzor Tamang
took 3 wickets, KN Luitel
and Sunny Kumar Ram
took 2 wickets each, and
Sonam Bhutia took 1
wicket for the side.

In the second innings
Black Eagle (SAP) chased

the target in 28.1 overs
with the loss of 7 wickets.
Captain Palzor Tamang
scored 103 runs and was
not-out, Yogesh Subba
18 runs, KN Luitel 9 runs
and Sunny Kumar Ram 8
runs not-out.

Black Eagle (SAP)
won the match by 3 wick-
ets. Palzor Tamang was

announced Man of the
Match for his all-round
performance of 103 runs
and 3 wickets. He is the
first batsman to score
a century in the Knock-
out Round of the tourna-
ment. With this win Black
Eagle (SAP) becomes the
first semi-finalist of the
tournament.

20 school students among
49 new COVID-19 pa-
tients in Mizoram

Aizawi, Oct 29 [PTI]:
Mizoram’s COVID-19 tal-
ly rose to 2,656 on Thurs-
day as 49 more people,
including 20 school stu-
dents, tested positive for
the infection, a health of-
ficial said.

Aizawl districtreport-
ed the highest number of
new cases at 43, followed
by four in Lawngtlai and
one each in Sercchip and
Lunglei, he said.

Seven new patients,
including an Army jawan,
have travel history, while
42 infections were de-
tected during contact
tracing, the official said.

Thirty-six infections
were detected during
RT-PCR tests, 11 through
rapid antigen tests and
two with the help of Tru-
eNat machines, he said.

Mizoram now has
417 active coronavirus
cases, while 2,238 people
have recovered from the
disease so far, the official
said. The northeastern
state reported its first
coronavirus fatality on
Wednesday as a 62-year-
old man succumbed to
the disease.

The state administra-
tion had on October 26
shut all schools that had
reopened for students
of classes 10 and 12 on
October 16. The measure
was taken after a spike
in locally transmitted
COVID-19 cases was wit-
nessed.

Mizoram has so far
tested 1,09,476 samples
for COVID- 19, including
1,665 on Wednesday, he
added.

Mumbai City FC rope in
Ranawade, Rohlupuia

MumBal, Oct 30 (PTI):
Indian Super League
franchise Mumbai City
on Friday confirmed the
signing of defender Amey
Ranawade and midfield-
er PC Rohlupuia.

While  22-year-old
Ranawade joins the Is-
landers on a one-year
contract, 21-year-old
Rohlupuia has inked a
four-year deal.

Ranawade, a product
of the AIFF Academy in
Goa, has represented the
now defunct DSK Shiva-
jians and Mohun Bagan
in the I League along
with two stints at fellow
ISL side FC Goa. The de-
fender, who hails from
Mumbai, is also a junior
international having
represented India at the
U-17 and U-19 levels.

Rohlupuia played his
youth football at East
Bengal and through im-
pressive  performances
in midfield, earned his
place in the senior squad,

QUESS

representing the Kolka-
ta-based club nine times
between 2018 and 2020.

"Mumbai City is a
club with a model that
puts its faith in young
players, and 1 am eager
to see where it can take
me in my development
as a football player. I've
worked under coach
Lobera in the past and I
am ready to get started
in this new challenge,"
Ranawade was quoted as
saying in a media release.

Rohlupuia , on his
part, said, "This is a mas-
sive platform for a young
player like me to come
in and prove my worth.
The project and the vi-
sion here at Mumbai City
is progressive and I am
confident it will help me
and that I can help the
team."

Head coach Sergio
Lobera described the duo
as "fantastic individuals"
who will bring lots of en-
ergy to the team.

Poll body cautions BJP leader over
"Chunnu-Munnu" dig at Congressmen

NEw DELH, 30 OcT [PTI]
I: The Election Com-
mission today said the
"chunnu-munnu" re-
marks made by BJP's Kai-
lash Vijayvargiya against
Congress's Digvijaya
Singh and Kamal Nath
were in violation of the
poll code provisions and
advised the senior BJP
leader not to use "any
such word" in his public
utterances during the
model code period.

The commission had
issued a notice to the
BJP leader on October 26
seeking his reply.

According to the no-
tice, the statement made
in Sanwer, Indore, during
an election rally on Oc-
tober 14 against the two
was found to be in viola-
tion of the provisions of

the model code.

The BJP leader had
also dubbed them as
"gaddar" or "traitors".

Bypolls to 28 Madhya
Pradesh Assembly seats
will be held on November
3 for which campaigning
is on.

In his response, Kai-
lash Vijayvargiya said the
remarks quoted in the
notice are in complete
misunderstanding of its
context.

The complaintis in an
election driven narrative
of the Congress party to
change the course of the
election, he said.

The BJP leader also
said that "abiding by the
directions of the Election
Commission and the pro-
visions of the Model Code
of Conduct is paramount

for him as well as every
party worker of the BJP,
and he has highest re-
gard of the same."

The order said the
Election Commission has
carefully considered the
matter "and is of consid-
ered view that Kailash
Vijayvargiya has violated
Para (2) of Part I of the
General Conduct Model
Code of Conduct for the
Guidance of Political Par-
ties and Candidates".

PromotedListen  to
the latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.com

The Election Com-
mission advised Kailash
Vijayvargiya that "while
making public utterances
he should not use any
such word or statement
during the period of
Model Code of Conduct."

mant ing and sale of Phar
of Sikkim.

Job Title: Medical Officer

Qualification: Minimum MBBS

Experience: 1-2 Years (Minimum)
Preferred language: English, Hindi & Nepali
Salary: No Bar For Deserving Candidate

No of Position: 1

Location: Samardung, South Sikkim

REQUIREMENT OF DOCTOR
UNDER COPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Alkem Laboratories Limited, established in 1973, a top five leading Indian Pharmaceutical Company with global operations, engaged in the development,
ical and Nutraceutical Products, which are marketed in India and 55 countries internationally, primarily in the United
States. Alkem Laboratories Ltd requires Energetic, Enthusiastic and Motivated Doctor to fulfil our Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) commitments in State

Job Type: Full-Time (Contractual), Renewable Every Year

This position is for an immediate requirement hence interested candidate can send their CV/Resume at ramakant. m, kunal. om or

ALKEM

samir.kumar@alkem.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION, WHATSAPP ON +919800181000/+919910116143 | Mr. Ramakant Rai/ Mr. Samir Kumar/ ALKEM LABORATORIES LTD, SIKKIM
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BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS
Department of Consumer Affairs
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Govt. of India
ManakBhawan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002

INDICATIVE ADVERTISEMENT NO. 3/2020/ESTT (DEPUTATION

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), the statutory body under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution (Department of Consumer Affairs), Govt. of India and responsible for
activities in the field of Standardization, Product and System Certification, Hallmarking of Gold/Silver
Jewellery, Laboratory Testing, etc. in the country, INVITES applications from the ELIGIBLE individuals
for filling up of vacancies in the following posts on DEPUTATION BASIS at BIS Headquarters, New Delhi
and its offices located in the country, as per the details given below:

Dated: 31 October 2020

Sl. | Name of the post & Level in No of Place of posting& vacancies
No. Pay Matrix vacancies
1. | Deputy Director 04 Kolkata (01) Mumbai (01)
(Administration & Finance) Chennai (01) Chandigarh (01)
Level -11 (Rs. 67700-208700)
2. | Deputy Director 03 Kolkata (01) Mumbai (01)
(Marketing & Consumer Affairs) Chandigarh (01)
Level -11 (Rs. 67700-208700)
3. | Deputy Director (Library) 01 BIS-HQs , New Delhi (01)
Level -11 (Rs. 67700-208700)
4. | Section Officer 20 Kolkata (02) Chennai (01)
Level-7 (Rs. 44900-142400) Ahmedabad (01) Rajkot (01)
Parwanoo (01) Jammu (01)
Bhubaneswar (01)  Faridabad (01)
Ghaziabad (01)
New Delhi (HQs), BIS-Labs, BIS NITS (10)
5. | Librarian 01 Chennai (01)
Level-7 (Rs. 44900-142400)
6. | Deputy Librarian 03 Kolkata (01) Mumbai (01)
Level-6 (Rs. 35400-112400) Noida (01)
How to Apply :
1. The last date of receipt of application is 45 days from the date of rel of the Advert: t

2. Please refer the detailed the advertisement available under the tab “Career Opportunities” at
home page of the BIS Website : www.bis.gov.in. If any query, please email at estt@bis.gov.in.

davp 08103/11/0003/2021

Sd/-
(Sandeep Meena)
Director (Establishment)
Bureau of Indian Standards

: election body says rules violated

NEw DELH], 30 OcT [PTI]:
Kamal Nath is no longer a
"star campaigner" for the
Madhya Pradesh by-polls
next week, the Election
Commission ordered to-
day after a series of con-
troversial remarks by the
Congress leader.

The powerful election
body said the 73-year-old
leader's star campaigner
status was being revoked
for "repeated violation of
model code of conduct”
and for "complete disre-
gard" of warnings to him.
Kamal Nath, being a lead-
er of a political party, had
repeatedly  "breached
ethical and dignified be-
haviour”, the commis-
sion said in its order.

If the former chief
minister does campaign,
the cost of his travel, stay
and everything else will
be from the candidate's
poll expenses, which
are limited. A "star cam-
paigner's" expenses go
to the party account and
can be unlimited.

The Congress's Mad-
hya Pradesh unit said it
would challenge the de-
cision in court.

Kamal Nath had ear-
lier been warned by the
Election Commission
after he used the word
"item" for a woman BJP
candidate, a former Con-
gress leader among the

i = i

22 MLAs whose exit led
to the collapse of his gov-
ernment in March.

Campaigning in Dab-
ra, he had mocked BJP's
Imarti Devi saying the
Congress candidate was
a "simple person" un-
like his rival, who was an
"item".

In a notice, the poll
panel had warned the
senior Congress leader
against the use of "such
words or statements"
when the model code of
conduct was in place.

The veteran was sub-
sequently accused of
making another provoca-
tive comment.

On October 13, Kamal
Nath said at a rally that
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan is a "nau-
tanki kalakar who should
act in films in Mumbai".
He had also said: "Aapke
Bhagwan toh woh maafia
hai jisse aapne Madhya
Pradesh ki pehchaan ba-
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nai. Aapke bhagwan toh
milawat-khor hain (Your
god is mafia - an appar-
ent attack on the chief
minister)." By-elections
are being held on No-
vember 3 to fill 28 va-
cant seats in the Madhya
Pradesh assembly. Most
of these fell vacant when
Congress leader Jyoti-
raditya Scindia revolted
earlier this year and de-
fected to the BJP, taking
along 22 MLAs.

Kamal Nath's Con-
gress-led government fell
and the BJP returned to
power. The BJP needs to
win at least eight of these
seats to stay in power. If at
all the Congress manages
to win all 28, it can make
a comeback attempt.

On the campaign trail,
the Congress has been
ranged against its own,
with Kamal Nath lashing
out at former party men
who are now contesting
as BJP candidates.

Specialized Dental Clinde of Siliguri
[Sevoke Dental Clinic)
Branch Cpen in Gangtok.

GANGTOK DEXNTAL CLIRIC
(e NOW OPEN ("
U 10aMe TRM L

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT
82106 99271

Dr. Anjali Gupta

BDS, Dental Surgeon

What is Movel Coronavirus - nCoV/'?

The Novel Coronavirus (nCoV) is new strain of
Coronavirus that originated in Wuhan, China.
Notorious for mutating quickly and acquiring new
qualities,it is a rising epidemic that was
previously not identified in humans.

Symptoms of nCoV

Precautions to Prevent
nCoV

= Wash your hands often with scap.

® U= an alcohol based hand sanitizer

@ Obzserse good personal hygiene.

& Avobd towching your face with unwashed hands.

& Avokd contact with people with possible symptoms.

® Avold contact with animals and consumption of
undercooked meats.

® Avold travel to nCoV affected places.

& Wear a mash if you have resplratory syndrome.
and cover your nkouth while cowghing or aneezing.

1§ you seek help, you may call -

. ~Todl free no. 104

District survelllance Officer
EAST : TO283T2100

WEST : 9583267808
RORTH : 9641857468
SOUTH : 7407681463

Beew STHM

ANS : 8434711202

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
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Of Misdirected Good Intentions

Drop condescending attitudes for
some real engagements

pecial occasions, events and schemes usually see

newspaper offices inundated with a swarm of press
releases, each making similar claims albeit from different
locations, and all professing similar stands and ideologies,
lacking nuance or any hint of uniqueness.

Some communiqués could actually qualify to called
cute had the talking-down condescension not been so
worryingly common in how “local people” are supposedly
being engaged or being “made” aware. A majority of the
press releases are about awareness programmes on a
plethora of issues and missions with the “beti bachao, beti
padhao” campaign being the obsession which has for the
time being replaced the Swachh Bharat campaign. Some
press releases are also from political groups claiming to be
speaking for the “poor, gullible and innocent” Sikkimese.
From NGO cells of hydel project developers claiming
to have delivered exceptional services from their CSR
kitty, to obviously registered-for-specific-project ‘service
providers’ becoming enlightened saviours and managers,
there is no dearth of agents claiming to be delivering
virtuous service. Among the self-projected benefits of such
sponsored projects are claims of traditional farmers being
taught organic farming or a people among whom female
infanticide has never been reported, being made aware
about the need to “beti bachao”. Of course, there have been
instances when such camps have supposedly brought
about “greater conservation awareness among the local
communities.” Such comments are made often and rarely
contested, but in the condescension with which they are
thrown about lies the reason why policy interventions
which appear grand on paper, end up delivering only
very shallow results. The problem, in most cases, is not
with the intent because these are obviously very earnest
undertakings, but in the ignorance and superficiality with
which they are executed.

The problem areas are always accurately identified, but
itis in claims like making local communities aware of what
is good for them that the intent gets misdirected because
they suggest that the environment and biodiversity are
being rescued from the stakeholders. Examples of such
bureaucratic arrogance abound. Look at the manner in
which organic farming was promoted in Sikkim. A good
idea in itself, the consultants, at their patronising best [in
what we receive by way of press releases], hold up farmers
adopting organic practises as “progressive farmers’,
implying thereby that those who would still prefer
fertilisers and pesticides are somehow “regressive”. Who
introduced the water-leaching carcinogens to farming in
the first place? In Sikkim’s case, organic farming was the
only practice for centuries until departments infiltrated
the village farms singing praises of these chemicals.
They dismissed established-by-tradition and tested-by-
time farming practises as old-fashioned and are now
realising how short-sighted that approach was. Now that
organic farming is being resuscitated, one awaits the
“scheme” by which the indigenous crop strains will also
be reintroduced because, at present, the department still
controls what is being grown where and this it continues
to manage with typical carelessness and disregard.
Similarly, local communities everywhere have evolved
very refined sustainable usage patterns for their ecological
resources, until protection and ownership was usurped by
the State. Nowhere in the world have “local communities”
ravaged local environment or destabilized biodiversity;
it has always been urban greed that has wiped out
rural environment and lifestyle. Hence, if any genuine
interventions need to be made to save the environment in
Sikkim, they have to be held in Gangtok, Namchi, Jorethang,
Mangan, Singtam or other similarly urbanized locations,
not Kitam, Hee-Gyathang, Khaniserbong which would do
well for themselves and their local ecology should the
urban areas keep their hands to themselves.

It is ironic that urban consultants should return as
do-gooders telling the basti-wallahs on how to mend
their ways. Some realisation is however dawning that
conservation is not possible without endorsement of
the “local communities”, but even in such agencies as the
JFMCs, the “officers” refuse to hand over any real power
to the stakeholders. The attitudes that underline these
interventions are flawed, not in what they seek to achieve
or deliver, but because they neither trust nor recognise
rural pragmatism. There are few “awareness programmes”
more ironic than those on the importance of panchayati raj
for Panchayat members themselves; they are already aware
of it, these sessions should be for government officers who
still appear confused about what “public servant” means,
and how that is a rung lower than “public representative”.
This piece, even though it might not appear to be so, is not
about babu-bashing, but a condemnation of the education
system that creates such disconnected minds and then
places executive power in their hands. What is required
is not “greater conservation awareness”, because that is
already in place, but more awareness about global realities
which are intruding into rural spaces. The forest resources
are not under threat from local communities, but are
imperiled by the greed manifesting in places further away.
Sikkim’s medicinal herbs are not being over-harvested by
local stakeholders for kitchen-cures, but, if at all, for the
pharma-mafia. Stakeholders need awareness about these
threats that have developed beyond their line of sight, they
will devise their own checks and balances for them. Ditto
for the Panchayats; tell them where they fit into the State-
level scheme of things, and they will stand up to the roles.
Say sorry to the farmers and tell them they can revert to
organic farming and they will adapt well. Just recognise the
traditional knowledge base and respect rural pragmatism
and factor these into all planning and most of the glitches
and superficiality that compromise development planning
will be taken care of.

sirens, Hags and Rehels: Halloween witches
tdraw on the history of women's power

KIM STRATTON
theconversation.com

Notwithstanding the pandemic, witches in
pointy black hats appear in the windows of
stores and homes across my city this Halloween.
Witch costumes are popular with young girls who,
in ordinary times, parade the streets collecting
candy, reinscribing an ancient stereotype that has
roots in misogynistic fears and fantasies about fe-
male power and its dangers.

Young women and girls don this costume be-
cause it allows them to flirt with the daring pos-
sibilities of female agency — expressed as naughti-
ness and defiance — that is normally off limits to
them. But what are the origins and history of the
witch stereotype that explain its enduring cultural
appeal as a symbol of women’s dangerous power?

My book, Naming the Witch: Magic, Ideology,
and Stereotype in the Ancient World, investigates
the origins of magic, focusing especially on its as-
sociation with women in ancient representations.

THE FIRST WITCH

Circe in Homer’s Odyssey has often been identi-
fied as the first witch. She lured men into her com-
pound and turned them into wild pigs with a magic
potion. Interestingly, the Greek text identifies her
as a goddess, affirming that her powers derive
from legitimate and divine sources, rather than
mageia, associated with the religion of Greece’s
nemesis, Persia.

Medea, another prototype for the witch in an-
cient literature, similarly derives her power from
divine sources: she is a granddaughter of the sun
and priestess of Hecate, a goddess from Caria (in
modern Turkey), who is identified with magic by
the fifth century BCE. Hecate presides over liminal
transitions — births and deaths — and was be-
lieved to lead a horde of restless souls on moonless
nights, which needed to be placated by offerings at
the crossroads.

It is likely this association with the restless
dead that led Hecate to be frequently petitioned
on curse tablets and binding spells from ancient
Greece and Rome. By the Renaissance, she had
become the witch’s goddess par excellence, as re-
flected in Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

DEPRAVATION AND WITCHES

The image of the witch begins to take shape in
earnest during the Roman period: the Roman poet
Lucan’s Pharsalia, which presents an account of
the civil war that ended the Roman Republic, de-
picts a necromantic hag to graphically signify the
depths of depravity to which civil war leads. Er-

ictho prowls cemeteries and battlefields, reviving
corpses to learn from them the outcome of the war.
She gorges out eyeballs, gnaws on desiccated fin-
gernails and scrapes the flesh off crucifixes.

This image of an old hag — wizened, grey-faced
and mutilating the dead — provides an important
template for later representations of witches.

More influential still are the Roman poet Hor-
ace’s many depictions of Canidia and her cohort
of lusty hags who dig for bones in a pauper’s cem-
etery and kill a child to use his liver in a love potion.

Scholars have speculated on the real identity
of these women, missing the point that they are
caricatures. These characters do not illuminate the
secret rituals of real Roman women, but are liter-
ary tropes that function in different texts to convey
ideas about legitimate authority, masculinity and
social order.

Images of depraved women, cravenly com-
mitting infanticide, violating their biological role
as mothers, making potions to control men and
violating male prerogative in a patriarchal society
indicate more about the fears ancient writers had
regarding patriarchal authority and the proper
governance of society.

MAGIC VERSUS RELIGION

Accusations of illicit magic appear across the
spectrum of ancient writings, including early Chris-
tian texts. Charges of practising magic functioned
to denounce messianic competitors such as Simon
of Samaria (also know as Simon Magus) or to dele-
gitimize prophets and priests of alternative forms
of Christianity that were subsequently denounced
as heresy. Accusing these leaders of wielding magic
(rather than miracle) was part and parcel of an ef-
fort to delegitimize them in favour of bishops and
leaders of churches that came to form the Catholic
Apostolic Church.

In Jewish writings also, depictions of using
magic occurred within contexts of religious com-
petition and were often linked to charges of heresy.
In many cases, men are depicted using magic, but
women are universally charged. In fact, the Baby-
lonian Talmud states that most women practise
magic.

WITCH HUNTS AND SOCIAL ORDER

This history of associating magic with heresy
and social disruption contributed to the witch
hunts of the early modern era. Many people incor-
rectly assume that witch-burning was primarily a
medieval phenomenon but, in fact, witch-hunting
peaks in the modern era: The Reformation chal-
lenged religious authority, exploration exploded
the limited view of the world previously held, and

capitalism and urbanization disrupted the social
networks that protected people and gave them a
sense of security.

Within this context, accusations of witchcraft
offered plausible solutions to people’s problems:
if a poor neighbour asked for bread, the guilt of
denying her might be assuaged by accusing her of
witchcraft; if science was challenging belief that
God exists, torturing a woman into falsely confess-
ing she had sex with a demon might offer tangible
“proof” for the existence of supernatural beings.

Women who challenged male authority might
garner an accusation of witchcraft, as could wom-
en suspected of sexual immorality. Witch-hunt-
ing functioned as a method of social control that
sought to channel female behaviour into certain
acceptable moulds.

TODAY’S WITCHES

While witch-burnings and the torturing of
women merely for looking or acting different end-
ed in the 18th century, the use of this stereotype
to malign women, especially women in power, has
not. During the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign,
Hillary Clinton was often either satirically depicted
as a witch or was outright accused of committing
acts, such as child murder, that have been associ-
ated with witches for centuries.

The shadow cast by Medea, Erictho and Canidia
continues to haunt powerful women who ques-
tion male authority or deviate from traditionally
prescribed female roles of subservient wife and
mother.

How, then, should we understand the populari-
ty of witch costumes on Halloween? Or the increas-
ingly wide appeal and legal recognition of Wicca
as a new religious movement that appeals to both
men and women?

Wiccans actively reclaim the label “witch” and
construct an alternative identity for themselves
through a myth of pre-Christian paganism.
Witches filter ancient myths through an eco-
feminist lens to formulate religious values that
prioritize the Earth, elevate the female (without
denigrating the male) and promote a non-hierar-
chical decentralized movement catering to per-
sonal needs and expressions of spirituality. This
vision of witchcraft appeals to an ever-growing
number of people today.

This Halloween, my three-year-old daughter
and I are both dressing up as witches. In doing so, I
hope to deepen her sense of opportunity and pos-
sibility in the world that lies before her.

[the writer is Associate Professor, Hu-
manities, Carleton University]

Universities enrich communities, as well
as educating students — new research

ELAINE UNTERHALTER
theconversation.com

ducation helps us share knowl-

edge, develop understanding, and
supports our connection with each
other. As the COVID-19 pandemic has
continued, governments have been
preoccupied with how to re-open
schools.

However, there has been more
doubt about universities. Discussions
about the rise in COVID-19 infections
in student populations have often
raised the question as to why stu-
dents are at university at all, running
risks for themselves and local popu-
lations. These questions often link
with views of universities as expen-
sive, elitist - and perhaps not worth
itatall.

Together with colleagues, I have
conducted research commissioned
by the British Council to assess the
value provided by higher education.
We reviewed 170 research studies
published since 2010 on the contri-
bution universities make to societies.

Our survey showed that the value
of universities lies not just in the edu-
cation they provided to students, but
in a host of other additional areas.
These include expanding the econ-
omy, supporting democracy, and ad-
vancing equality and sustainability.

THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES

We looked in particular at low
and lower middle income countries,
with a gross national income of be-
low US$4,125 (£3,178) per person.
Our research sought to assess the
economic, social and political ben-
efits - or disadvantages - universities
and other other forms of tertiary edu-
cation brought to these societies.

The studies we reviewed explored
how universities improve knowledge
and skills, and how they contribute to
economic development and support
innovation. They investigated how
universities help reduce poverty and
create sustainable jobs, and whether

they support the needs and rights of
groups that have suffered discrimina-
tion and exploitation.

We found a number of criticisms
of the role universities play in wider
society. A recurring point was that
universities did not deliver well on
goals for social development and in-
clusion.

Instead, the students enrolled are
disproportionately from econom-
ic, racial or ethnic elites. Although
women make up an increasing pro-
portion of students, there are many
allegations of sexual harassment and
gender-based violence on campuses.

In some countries, there were
complaints that universities did not
communicate well with employers
or community groups. In some cas-
es, research showed that university
planning was not guided by local,
national or international needs. It
focused on enrolling large numbers
of students in poor quality learning
environments. Courses were based
on standardised learning aims and
were out of touch with local con-
texts.

However, as we surveyed the ev-
idence, the value universities bring
to societies became overwhelm-

ingly clear. There is a definite link
between the proportion of the pop-
ulation with a university or other
higher education qualification and
enhanced economic growth.

University education also con-
tributes to sustainable economic
development. It provides skills and
work opportunities to groups that
continue to experience discrimi-
nation. This includes members of
indigenous minorities, those from
scheduled castes in India, and
women from a wide range of back-
grounds.

LOCAL BENEFITS

Universities bring social and
economic benefits on a more local
level. In small towns, universities
bring investment, jobs and trade.
Graduates may help to build up lo-
cal industries.

University education was linked
to a reduction in food poverty. It
expands the range of occupations
available to people in rural areas. It
can assist with accessing informa-
tion technology.

A university education can lead
to graduates demanding equal-
ity. Some studies show how young
people born poor or in excluded

groups have gained skills to advocate
for their rights, and have gone on to
campaign for social change.

Graduates contribute to health,
education and peace building. They
assist civil society organisations in
holding governments to account. Ini-
tiatives like internships foster better
connections between government
departments and civil society organ-
isations.

The teaching and learning style
associated with universities - fo-
cused on discussion, evaluation and
critical thinking - also led to wider
gains. It has been shown to support
better teaching in schools, more un-
derstanding about epidemics like
HIV, and improved knowledge about
confronting corruption. Other ben-
efits include a link between higher
education and improved recovery
from conflict.

Without doubt, university teach-
ing, research or community service
could be improved. But running
through these studies is evidence that
university education, if well delivered,
can help overcome political, economic,
social and cultural divisions.

As the pandemic has progressed,
we have looked to universities for
their expertise on vaccines, treat-
ments and assessments of risk. But
this research suggests they will have
additional potential in helping societ-
ies to recover from the effects of CO-
VID-19. They help people think about
how our lives interconnect, and how
our skills can be useful to each other.

Unfortunately, COVID-19 is un-
likely to be the last global crisis we
will confront. University education
cannot prevent crises from happen-
ing. But it has a crucial role to play in
responding to global challenges and
helping people prepare better and
support each other through periods
of hardship, loss and uncertainty.

[the writer is Professor
of Education and Interna-
tional Development, UCL]




NeighbourhoodWATCH SummitTIMES | 31 October 2020 EI

Assam residents urged to lift

GuwaHATI, 30 Oct
[SHILLONGTIMES]: Amid
tension prevailing along
the Assam-Mizoram bor-
der, the Cachar district
administration on Thurs-
day held a meeting with
truck drivers at Laila-
pur near the inter-
state border, urging
them to resume move-
ment of goods-laden
trucks to Mizoram.

According to an of-
ficial statement, Sonai
circle officer, Sudip Nath,
who visited Lailapur fol-
lowing a directive from
the Cachar deputy com-
missioner, also inter-
acted with residents
and urged them to with-
draw the blockade to
facilitate movement of
vehicles along the As-
sam-Mizoram national
highway

The residents had
staged the blockade on
Wednesday in protest
against the violence
triggered by miscreants
along the inter-state
border area.

The truckers have
been panicky and reluc-
tant to enter Mizoram
in the wake of a blast in
a school located in the
Khulicherra area close to
the inter-state border on

blockade on

Thursday night.

Residents of Laila-
pur have so far refused
to withdraw the block-
ade and have reportedly
made it clear that they
would not do so until a
permanent solution to
the border problem was
arrived at.

Lailapur, under Dho-
lai Assembly constitu-
ency, has been on the boil
after several shops and
houses were set on fire

by miscreants earlier this
month. A number of peo-
ple were injured as well.
Additional DGP (law
and order), Assam, GP
Singh paid a visit to the
inter-state border here
on Wednesday reviewed
the law and order situ-
ation in the wake of the
blast in Bengali-medium
school at Khulicherra.
Singh said the explo-
sion was possibly the
handiwork of miscreants

i

interstate highway
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who were out to terror-
ise the local people. He
instructed the Cachar
superintendent to file a
petition in the court un-
der relevant sections of
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA).
Singh also discussed
the matter with Kola-
sib superintendent of
police, Vanlafaka Ralte
and other senior police
officials of the district
before reaching Lailapur

¥ o

from Mizoram’s Vaireng-
te area. The police offi-
cer later told the media
that the constitutional
boundary of Assam
would be respected by
one and all and that all
the statutory provisions
were being utilised with
regular interactions held
by the Centre and Assam
government, which will
eventually pave the way
for withdrawal of forces
(from Assam’s territory).

Andaman reports 16 new
COVID-19 cases, one death

PORT BLAIR, OcTt 30
(PTI): Sixteen more
people tested positive for
COVID-19 in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands tak-
ing the union territory's
tally to 4,305 on Friday,
an official said.

The COVID-19 death
toll in the union territory
rose to 59 with one more
person succumbing to the
infection, the official said.

Thirteen infections
were detected during

contact tracing while
three patients have travel
history, he said.

Fifteen more people
have been cured of the
disease, the official said.
The Union territory now
has 192 active corona-
virus cases, while 4,054
people have recovered
from the disease, he said.

The administration
has tested 86,715 sam-
ples for COVID-19 so far,
the official added.

ITANAGAR, OcT 30 (PTI):
The COVID-19 tally in
Arunachal Pradesh rose
to 14,668 on Friday as 88
more people have tested
positive for the infection,
a health official said.

A 56-year-old male
with comorbidity died
in a dedicated Covid hos-
pital (DCH) at Pasighat
in East Siang district on
Thursday, pushing the
COVID-19 death toll in
the northeastern state to
37, the official said.

Of the 88 fresh CO-
VID-19 cases, 79 were
detected through Rapid
Antigen Test (RAT), four
through RT-PCR and five
through TrueNat, State
Surveillance Officer
(SSO) Dr Lobsang Jampa
said

The new cases were
reported from the Capi-
tal Complex region (32),
East Siang (12), West
Siang (9), four each from
Upper Subansiri, Papum-
pare, Lohit and Lower
Dibang Valley, Jampa

new COVID-19 cases, 1death

|

said. Three cases each
were also reported from
Tawang, Upper Siang, Ti-
rap and Changlang, two
each from Pakke Kessang
and Lower Subansiri and
one each from Kra Daadi,
West Kameng and Long-
ding, the SSO said.

Arunachal Pradesh
now has 2,008 active
coronavirus cases, while
12,623 people have been
cured of the disease so
far, taking the recovery
rate among the COVID-19
patients in the state to
86.05 per cent.

The Capital Complex
region, comprising Itana-
gar, Naharlagun, Nirjuli
and Banderdewa areas,
has the highest number
of active coronavirus
cases at 1,126, followed
by West Siang (165) and
East Siang (103), the of-
ficial said.

The state has so far
tested 3,14,749 samples
for COVID-19, including
1,974 on Thursday, he
added.

Civil Society support for timely
release of NHM salaries in Nagaland

DIMAPUR, OCT 29 [NA-
GALANDPAGE]: The Keze-
kevi Thehou Ba Trust has
urged Nagaland Govern-
ment and Union of India
to immediately release
the pending salary of
all the staff of National
Health Mission (NHM)
Nagaland and also en-
sure that they also re-
ceive their salaries every
month without delay
failing which it would be
compelled to take legal
recourse in the interest
of justice.

In a Representation
to Nagaland Chief Sec-
retary, Additional Chief
Secretary & Finance
Commissioner, Princi-
pal Director, Health and
Family Welfare, Mission
Director, NHM and Union
of India, Robert Solo,

Social Activist & Gen-
eral Secretary, Kezekevi
Thehou Ba Trust stated
that one of the contrib-
uting factors for pathetic
public healthcare system
in Nagaland is due to
non-release of salaries

of the staff under NHM
on time. The Trust said
the staffs of NHM play a
major role in effectuating
the ideals and objectives
of the National Health
Mission flagship pro-
gramme.

It said apart from the
poor health infrastruc-
tures, shortfall of staffs,
consumables, drugs,
equipments and others,
non-payment of salary of
the employees is a huge
obstacle in successful
implementation of the
mentioned flagship pro-
gramme.

The Trust pointed out
that the staff engaged un-
der NHM, Nagaland, do
not receive their salaries
on time besides receiving
meagre salary is a great
matter of concern which
is affecting the lives of
not only the staff but the
people as well.

To facilitate quality
healthcare service and
meet the expectations
required of the staff from
NHM, the KTB Trust said

salaries of NHM  staff
must be released month-
ly so as to enable them,
meet their basic require-
ments for survival only than
they can provide the service
they are expected to give.

It also stated that
many of the staff are run-
ning in debts because
of not receiving salaries
on time while many are
compelled to resign be-
cause of the same reason.

“It is undeniable that
non-release of salaries
on time is violative of
Right to Livelihood and
Food guaranteed by the
Constitution to the staffs
of NHM, Nagaland, in
as much as it is viola-
tive of the people’s right
to Health and so effort
shall be made to pro-
mote equality between
the regular employees
of your esteemed De-
partment as well as the
employees of the NHM,
Nagaland, in terms of re-
leasing the salaries with-
out any discrimination,”
the KTB Trust said.

38 new cases push Mizoram's
COVID-19 tally to 2,694

Arzawi, Oct 30 (PTI):
Mizoram's COVID-19
tally rose to 2,694 on
Friday as 38 more peo-
ple, including a three-
year-old girl, tested pos-
itive for the infection, an
official statement said.

Three security per-
sonnel, nine children
and an elderly couple
are among the new pa-
tients, the statement is-
sued by the Information
and Public Relations De-
partment said.

Aizawl district re-
ported the highest num-
ber of new cases at 34,
followed by Lunglei
(two) and Kolasib and
Mamit (one each), it
said.

Two new patients
have travel history,
while 36 infections were
detected during contact

tracing, the statement
said.

The state now has
435 active coronavirus
cases, while 2,258 peo-
ple have recovered from
the disease and one pa-
tient has succumbed to
the infection so far, it
said.

A total of 1,11,058
samples have been test-
ed for COVID-19 so far,
of which 58 outside the
state, according to the
Health Department.

As many as 1,819
infections were de-
tected at Zoram Medi-
cal College (ZMC) and
one at Gauhati Medi-
cal College and Hos-
pital through RT-PCR
tests, 386 at district
hospitals using Tru-
eNat machines and 488
during rapid antigen

tests, it said. Earlier, on
Thursday, Mizoram’s
COVID-19 tally rose
to 2,656 as 49 more
people, including 20
school students, tested
positive for the infec-
tion.

Aizawl district re-

ported the highest
number of these cases
at 43.

The state adminis-
tration had on Octo-
ber 26 shut all schools
that had reopened for
students of classes 10
and 12 on October 16.
The measure was taken
after a spike in locally
transmitted COVID-19
cases was witnessed.

Mizoram has so far
tested 1,09,476 samples
for COVID- 19, including
1,665 on Wednesday, he
added.

Transport body seeks security

for M'laya-bound cab drivers

GUwAHATI, 30 OctT
[SHILLONGTIMES]: The
All India Road Trans-
port Workers Federation
(AIRTWF), Assam state
committee, and the Co-
ordination = Committee
of Cab Operators staged
a dharna at Koinadhora
point in Khanapara here
on Thursday, demand-
ing security for Megha-
laya-bound tourist taxi
drivers besides free CO-
VID-19 tests for both
drivers and passengers
at centres near the inter-
state border.

In a statement, AIRT-
WF state committee
general secretary, Biren
Sarma, said that a memo-
randum was submitted
to the commissioner and
secretary of the Assam
Transport department,
expressing concern over
the alleged harassment
of taxi drivers/cab op-
erators in Meghalaya on
the pretext of COVID-19
tests.

“Despite a meeting
here recently between
senior transport offi-
cials of both Assam and
Meghalaya, drivers from
Assam continue to be
harassed on the pretext
of COVID-19 tests in
Meghalaya. So, we have
demanded authorities in
Assam to ensure security

u-'f:'i

for our drivers for unhin-
dered movement and to
also set up centres for free
COVID-19 tests along the
interstate border for both
drivers and passengers,”’
Sarma claimed.

The Meghalaya
Health department, for
its part, has recently re-
vised COVID-19 test pro-
tocols and accordingly
eased entry and exit re-
strictions.

Among other de-
mands, AIRTWF has
demanded stoppage of
toll tax collection till
completion of the na-
tional highway construc-
tion, exemption of tax for
commercial vehicles till
March, relief and aid to
road transport workers
who suffered losses dur-
ing the lockdown period
and early implementa-

tion of the proposed
welfare scheme for road
transport workers.

The AIRTWF rep-
resentative said that
the joint commissioner,
Transport department
had, during submission
of the memorandum, as-
sured that a COVID test
centre would be set up at
Khanapara for the bene-
fit of drivers and passen-
gers from the state.

This was the second
protest programme by
the two organisations at
the same venue within
ten days.

Later, speaking to
media persons, the fed-
eration and the com-
mittee representatives
threatened to intensify
their agitation if their
demands were not ad-
dressed at the earliest.

Over 435 kg of brown
sugar seized in Manipur

IMPHAL, OcT 30 (PTI):
The Manipur Police has
busted a drug manufac-
turing unit and seized
over 435 kg of brown
sugar from Thoubal dis-
trict, a senior police offi-
cer said on Friday.

Acting on a tip-off,
a police team raided a
house in Moijing Awang
area on Thursday and
recovered 16 packets of
brown sugar along with
other materials used for
manufacturing of the
drug, Thoubal Super-

intendent of Police Sa-
rangthem Ibomcha Singh

said. "We have seized
435.94 kg of brown sug-
ar along with 438 litres
of morphinated liquid,
705 grams of lime and
a bottle of ammonium
chloride," the SP said.

The police also re-
covered three LPG cylin-
ders, amotorcycle and an
auto-rickshaw during the
search operation, Singh
said.

The market value of
the seized drug could not

be ascertained, another
police officer said.

"Md. Kayamuddin,
the owner of the brown
sugar manufacturing

unit, and his wife man-
aged to escape from the
spot during the raid. A
search operation has
been launched to appre-
hend them," he said.

The state police has
intensified its crackdown
on illegal activities ahead
of the upcoming by-elec-
tions to three assembly
seats on November 7.
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Mike Tyson, Roy Jones promise

i)

-----

Los ANGELES, Oct 30
(AP): Mike Tyson and
Roy Jones Jr got permis-
sion from California's
athletic commission to
return to the boxing ring
next month because their
fight would be strictly an
exhibition of their once-
unparalleled skills.

These fifty-some-
thing former champions
still say they're taking
this showdown far more
seriously than any exhi-
bition.

"Not a real fight? We
got Mike Tyson versus
Roy Jones," Tyson said
ON Thursday in an online
press conference.

"I'm coming to fight,
and I hope he's coming
to fight, and that's all you
need to know."

Promoters of the pay-

a fight in
-

per-view spectacle an-
nounced that Los Ange-
les' Staples Center will be
the site of the 54-year-old
Tyson's return to boxing
on November 28 for an
eight-round main event
against the 51-year-old
Jones.

Tyson's last official
bout was in June 2005,
and the former undisput-
ed heavyweight cham-
pion hasn't held a title
since 1996. Jones fought
steadily  through his
40s, long after his super
middleweight and light
heavyweight title reigns
had ended, with his most
recent bout in February
2018.

Jones also laughs at
the idea that any time
spentinside a boxing ring
with Tyson could ever be

"exhibition"

a mere exhibition, even
though California com-
mission officials have
made it clear that Tyson
and Jones shouldn't be
attempting to seriously
hurt each other during
a fight with two-minute
rounds. Officials say they
plan to stop the bout if ei-
ther fighter is cut or sig-
nificantly injured.

"Who goes in the ring
with the great, legendary
Mike Tyson and thinks
it's an exhibition?" Jones
said.

"Twelve-ounce
gloves? No headgear?
Really? This is an exhibi-
tion? Come on, bruh. Be
real.

In short, Tyson and
Jones said everything
one might expect from
two cagey veterans of the

fight game to promote
real sporting interest
in this endeavor, which
came to life after the on-
line world saw footage of
Tyson looking impres-
sive while sparring earli-
er this year. Jones eagerly
accepted the opportunity
for his highest-profile
fight in a decade.

Tyson and Jones be-
lieve they'll be able to put
on a show worthy of their
legends. They're also ea-
ger to be the latest in the
growing line of athletes
competing at elite levels
into their 40s and be-
yond with improvements
in sports science, nutri-
tion and training.

"When I came along,
at 32 years old, you were
considered an old guy,"
Jones said. "But we're

return

freaks. That's why this is
such a big thing."

Tyson, who is down
to 215 pounds for the
first time since he was
a teenager, put it even
more succinctly: "Time
isn't anything."

Tyson is even using
the bout to kick off his
still-nebulous  venture
called the Legends Only
League, which aims to
offer competitive out-
lets to athletes in many
sports past what was
once considered their
athletic primes. Tyson
said he probably won't
be done competing after
this showcase with Jones,
either.

"I'm going to go as
long as the league is
working," Tyson said.

"I'm going to do this,
and I'm going to help alot
of people, and my legend
is going to be that I gave a
lot more than I took."

The fight's designa-
tion as an exhibition
didn't stop the World
Boxing Council from
jumping in to offer a
green championship belt
to the winner, calling
it the "Frontline Battle
Belt" Fans won't be al-
lowed inside Staples on
Thanksgiving weekend
for a show that will also
feature three-time NBA
slam dunk champion
Nate Robinson making
his professional boxing
debut against YouTube
star Jake Paul.

Davis building on star power
in title bout with Santa Cruz

SAN ANTONIO, OcT 30
(AP): Gervonta Davis
wants to become a pay-
per-view star, much like
his promoter and mentor
Floyd Mayweather Jr. was
in his prime.

He also wants to
fight in front of a lot of
screaming fans, though
he'll have to settle for a
pandemic-limited audi-
ence of ticket holders
Saturday in San Antonio
for his title matchup with
veteran Leo Santa Cruz.

"I'm definitely excited
after all of this going on
to be able to fight in front
of fans," said Davis, who
goes by the nickname
Tank.

"I'm ready to put on a
show."

That show likely
won't draw a big audi-
ence outside the Alamo-
dome, either. The boxing
pay-per-view model may
not be dead, but it's not
the only place fans watch
the big fights anymore.

That was evident this
month when Teofimo Lo-
pez won a decision over
Vasiliy Lomachenko in
a lightweight unifica-
tion bout that drew good
numbers on ESPN.

Terence Crawford
also returns to the ring
Nov. 14 against Kell
Brook in another fight
that will be on the cable
network at no extra cost
to subscribers.

But Mayweather sees
a pay-per-view future for
Davis, a rising star who
has both charisma and
power. So that means
boxing fans will have to
shell out 74.99 to watch
the card, a tough sell any-
time but even tougher
now during a pandemic.

"He's one of the big-
gest stars in the sport,”
Mayweather said. I've
laid down the blueprint
and I'm going to keep
helping him grow."

Davis spent 12 weeks
training at Mayweather's
Las Vegas gym to get
ready for the fight and
make sure he can get
down to the contracted
130-pound weight. Davis
last fought at 135 pounds
in December when he
dropped Yuriorkis Gam-
boa three times before
the fight was stopped in
the 12th round.

The undefeated Da-
vis is heading a pay-per-
view card for the first
time, and said he sees
even bigger things ahead.

"I definitely think it's
going in that pattern,
I'm on the right track for
greatness,” Davis said.
"I've just got to continue
to do whatIdo in the ring
and put on a clinic."

Davis (23-0, 22
knockouts) faces pos-
sibly his toughest chal-
lenge as a pro against
Santa Cruz, who has

won titles in four weight
classes and currently
holds a 130-pound belt.
Both that title and Davis'
135-pound crown will be
at stake in the scheduled
12-round fight.

But Davis figures to
be the bigger fighter and
he has bigger power. He's
also seven years younger
than the 32-year-old
Santa Cruz, a popular
fighter who has been in
some big fights of his
own but is closer to the
end of his career than the
beginning.

That means Davis is
a big favorite 7-1 in Las
Vegas though Santa Cruz
(37-1-1, 19 knockouts)
has lost only once and is
known for always being
competitive.

"You want to be the
best you've got to beat
the best, Santa Cruz said.

"I think Tank is the
best out there in the divi-
sion." Santa Cruz said the
fact the fight is on pay-
per-view is not only a
plus but validates his 14-
year pro career career.

"l wanted to be a pay-
per-view fighter and now
I'm living the dream,”
Santa Cruz said.

The fight is the first
big card to allow fans
since the pandemic be-
gan, though they will be
limited and divided into
pods for social distanc-
ing.

Leicester make light of absentees and
ease to clinical win over AEK Athens

Kavinder, San-
jeet enter finals
of French box-

ing tour ney

NEw DELHI, Oct 30
(PTI): Indian boxers Ka-
vinder Singh Bisht (57kg)
and Sanjeet (91kg) ad-
vanced to the finals of
the Alexis Vastine Inter-
national Tournament
in Nantes, France after
clinching contrasting vic-
tories.

However, four-time
Asian medallist Shiva
Thapa (63kg) settled
for a bronze after go-
ing down in his semi-
final clash. He lost to
local favourite Lounes
Hamraoui in a 2-1 deci-
sion on Thursday.

Kavinder, an Asian
championships  silver-
medallist and a former
world championship
quarterfinalist, defeated
Frenchman Benik George
Melkumian 3-0 to set up
a summit clash against
another local hope Sam-
uel Kistohurry.

Sanjeet, a  gold-
medallist from the In-
dia Open, got the better
of American Sherrod
Fulghm in a 2-1 verdict.

Sanjeet will also be
up against a French op-
ponent, Soheb Bouafia in
the final.

World champion-
ships silver-medallist
Amit Panghal (52kg) is
also through to the finals
after beating American

Christopher Herrera in a
draw that only featured

four boxers.

This is the first in-
ternational competition
that Indian boxers are
featuring in since the
Olympic qualifiers in Jor-
dan in March.

Their  competition
calendar as well as train-
ing schedule has been
severely hampered by
the shutdown that fol-
lowed the spread of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

AC Milan, Arsenal win; Tottenham
loses in Europa League

PARis, Oct 30 (AP): AC Milan
cruised past Sparta Prague 3-0 for
its second straight win in the Euro-
pa League, while Tottenham fell to
a surprising 1-0 loss at newcomer
Antwerp.

Milan on Thursday easily over-
came a missed penalty by Zlatan
Ibrahimovic to remain unbeaten in
23 games in all competitions, dat-
ing back to least season.

Tottenham saw its 10-match
unbeaten run end, despite having
Gareth Bale in the starting lineup
for a second straight time in the
competition.

Fellow Premier League clubs
captured their second straight
win. Leicester beat AEK Athens 2-1
away while Arsenal scored three
goals in a four-minute span either
side of halftime in a 3-0 victory
over Irish club Dundalk.

A minute of silence was held
ahead of the game between Nice
and Hapoel Beer Sheva to honor
the three victims of a knife attack
in the French city earlier Thursday.

The players from both teams
wore black armbands during the
game, which the hosts won 1-0.

Benfica and Rangers earned
their second straight victories
while Hoffenheim and Wolfsberg
cruised to big away wins.

TOTTENHAM TAMED

Antwerp took the lead in the
29th minute when Dieumerci
Mbokani stole a sloppy pass from
defender Ben Davis before passing
to fellow forward Lior Refaelov to
score the winning goal.

Manager Jos Mourinho re-
tained only two players in the
starting lineup from the squad
that beat Burnley 1-0 in the Pre-
mier League on Monday. However,
his lineup failed to impress and
Mourinho made four substitu-
tions at halftime in an attempt to
turn things around. He didn't wait
much longer before replacing Bale
with striker Harry Kane in the
58th, but Spurs never created seri-
ous chances to score an equaliser.

Also in Group ], LASK defeated
Ludogorets 4-3.

MILAN MARCHES ON

Ibrahimovic didn't score but

made his presence felt in the
first 45 minutes of the game in
Group H. The 39-year-old veteran
crossed for Brahim D az from the
right to net the opening goal with
a shot between the legs of Sparta
goalkeeper Milan Heca in the 24th
minute.

Ibrahimovic, who contracted
the coronavirus last month but has
scored four goals in three matches
since his return, wasted a golden
opportunity to add another later
in the first half.

After he was fouled in the area,
Ibrahimovic hit the crossbar from
the penalty spot in the 36th.

He was replaced by Rafael Le o
for the second half, and the substi-
tute made it 2-0 from close range
after he was set up by a precise
cross from Diogo Dalot.

Dalot added the third after a
solo run in the 67th.

Celtic wasted a 2-0 first half
lead after a couple of goals from
Mohamed Elyounouss to settle for
a 2-2 draw at Lille for its first point.

QUICK GOALS BY GUNNERS

Pressing from the start, Arse-
nal looked frustrated as Dundalk's
defense held firm. Then, it fell
apart late in the first half.

Eddie Nketiah netted the open-
ing goal in the 42nd from close
range following a corner after
the ball hit a defender's back and
dropped in front of the striker.

Two minutes later, Joe Willock
collected the ball after Nicolas P p
's shot was blocked by Andy Boyle
to score high into the net to double
the lead.

Just half a minute into the sec-
ond half, P p curled in a strike from
the edge of the area.

Norway's Molde shares the
lead of Group ] with Arsenal after
beating Rapid Vienna 1-0 for its
second win.

IMPACT OF INFECTIONS

After AZ Alkmaar overcame a
slew of coronavirus cases to upset
Napoli 1-0 last week, the Dutch
side earned a comprehensive 4-1
victory over Rijeka in Group F on
Thursday.

Albert Gu mundsson scored
two goals for Alkmaar.

Napoli recovered from the
home loss with a 1-0 away win at
Real Sociedad, ending a four-game
winning streak for the hosts.

Piotr Zielinski and Elif Elmas
were back in the Napoli squad for
the first time in almost a month af-
ter the midfielders tested positive
for the coronavirus.

OTHER GROUPS

Jamie Vardy put Leicester
ahead in Athens after earning and
converting a penalty in the 18th
minute. An unmarked Hamza
Choudhury made it 2-0 for Bren-
dan Rodgers's team before substi-
tute Muamer Tankovic pulled one
back for AEK in the 49th. In the
other Group G game, Braga won
2-1 away at Zorya Luhansk.

Villarreal went a goal down at
Qarabag in the 78th minute before
coming back for a 3-1 victory in
Group I, where Maccabi Tel-Aviv
also won 2-1 away at Sivasspor.

Wolfsberg has a perfect record
in Group K after winning 4-1 at
Feyenoord, with Michael Liendl
scoring a hat trick. His first two
goals came from penalties.

CSKA Moscow played to a 0-0
draw with Dinamo Zagreb.

Hoffenheim overcame a couple
of coronavirus cases to beat Gent
4-1 away in Group L. Red Star
Belgrade outplayed Czech club Li-
berec 5-1.

Roma was held 0-0 by CSKA So-
fia in Group A while Cluj drew 1-1
with Young Boys Bern.

In Group C, Nice bounced back
from a 6-2 loss to Leverkusen in
the previous round with Amine
Gouiri scoring the winner. Also
Slavia Prague took its first three
points by defeating Leverkusen
1-0.

Pizzi two goals for Benfica
while Luca Waldschmidt also con-
verted a penalty in the second
half as the hosts beat Standard Li
ge 3-0 to earn their second win in
Group D. Rangers defeated Lech
1-0, joining Benfica atop Group D.

PSV won 2-1 at Omonoia after
Donyell Malen scored his second
goal in injury time in Group E,
where Granada was held 0-0 by
PAOK.

PAUL DOYLE

LoNDON, 30 OcT [THEGUARDIAN]:
Leicester made it two wins from two
Europa League group games as first-
half goals from Jamie Vardy and Hamza
Choudhury proved enough to secure
victory over AEK Athens. The home
side threatened to ruin Leicester’s trip
to Greece when Muamer Tankovic cut
the deficit early in the second half but
Brendan Rodgers’ team thwarted any
comeback, setting themselves up per-
fectly for next week’s duel with Braga,
who also have maximum points in the
group.

Rodgers made five changes to the
side that started last weekend’s Pre-
mier League win over Arsenal but that
did not reflect a lack of commitment to
a tournament in which Leicester aim
to go far. Rather, the high turnover was
down partly to another couple of inju-
ries, with Timothy Castagne and Jonny
Evans suffering strains that forced them
to miss this match; Rodgers suggested
the Belgian is likely to be out of action
for about three weeks with hamstring
trouble. The demands of an exceptional
season are taking a heavy toll But that
did not stop them from chalking up an-
other good result.

Their slightly patched-up team
looked a little dishevelled at times but
they showed quality when it mattered
most, unlike AEK, who were left to curse
wasteful finishing. Leicester gave up a
chance in the 12th minute when they
were caught dozing at a quick throw-in,
leaving Petros Mantalos to whack the
ball just over the bar from the edge of
the area. After that, Rodgers’ team took
over for a spell.

Wesley Fofana, the most assured of
the three central defenders, launched
a lovely move in the 16th minute that
James Maddison almost crowned with
a goal, sweeping a shot from the edge of
the box just inches wide. Two minutes

later the visitors took the lead thanks
to another clever move, with Maddison
picking the ball up in space behind the
frontline and slipping a pass through
to Vardy, who was taken down by the
goalkeeper. Vardy thrashed the penalty
into the net, his shot too powerful for
Panagiotis Tsintotas to keep out.

Vardy and Maddison combined nift-
ily again in the 23rd minute to present
Cengiz Under with a chance to cap his
first start for Leicester with a goal. The
winger, on loan from Roma, tried to
send a shot between the legs of Tsinto-
tas but the keeper blocked it.

AEK, who lost their opening group
game 3-0 to Braga, needed to fight back
and soon they created two chances for
Marko Livaja to equalise. First, Kasper
Schmeichel clawed away his header
from eight yards and then, after Wes
Morgan unintentionally wrongfooted
Christian Fuchs with a loose pass, Liva-
ja rifled a low just wide from the edge
of the box. The home team’s manager
made plain his judgment of those two
misses by replacing Livaja at half-time.

Before that, though, Leicester un-
derlined the value of being clinical.
Maddison’s corner from the right ran
to the far side of the box, from where
Choudhury whipped a cunning low
shot past the keeper at the near post.
It was only Choudhury’s second goal
since graduating from Leicester’s acad-
emy, and an ideal way to mark his first
start in European competition.

The complexion of the game
changed just after the interval when
Tankovic justified his manager’s deci-
sion to send him on in place of Livaja.
The Swede sprung Leicester’s offside trap
by making a smart run from deep to col-
lect a chipped pass from Mantalos and ram
the ball past Schmeichel from seven yards.
Mantalos invited Tankovic to do something
similar two minutes later but this time the
forward wafted his shot over the bar.
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As anger rises, thou-
sands of Muslims pro-
test French cartoons

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES (AP): Thou-
sands of Muslims in
Pakistan poured out of
prayer services to join
anti-France protests on
Friday, as the French
president’s vow to pro-
tect the right to carica-
ture the Prophet Muham-
mad continues to roil the
Muslim world.

An estimated 2,000
worshippers celebrating
the Mawlid, the birthday
of the Prophet Muham-
mad, took to the streets
in the eastern city of La-
hore. Crowds led by Is-
lamic parties chanted an-
ti-France slogans, raised
banners and clogged
major roads en route to
a Sufi shrine. Dozens of
people furiously stomped
on French flags and cried
for the boycott of French
products. In Multan, a
city in Pakistan’s east-
ern Punjab province,
thousands burned an ef-
figy of French President
Emmanuel Macron and
demanded that Pakistan
sever ties with France.

More gatherings were
planned for later Friday
in Pakistan, including
the capital, Islamabad,
where police were out in
force to prevent possible
demonstrations outside
the French Embassy. The
atmosphere was tense as
police positioned ship-
ping containers to block
the roads.

Other protests, large-
ly organized by Islamists,
are expected across the
region, including in Leb-
anon and the Gaza Strip.

In Afghanistan, mem-
bers of the Islamist party
Hezb-i-Islami set the
French flag ablaze. Its
leader, Gulbuddin Hek-
matyar, warned Macron
that if he doesn’t “control
the situation, we are go-

ing to a third world war
and Europe will be re-
sponsible.”

The protests come
amid rising tensions be-
tween France and Mus-
lim-majority nations,
which flared up ear-
lier this month when a
young Muslim beheaded
a French schoolteacher
who had shown carica-
tures of the Prophet Mu-
hammad in class.

Those images, repub-
lished by the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo
to mark the opening of
the trial for the deadly
2015 attack against the
publication, have stirred
the ire of Muslims across
the world who consider
depictions of the prophet

blasphemous.
A series of attacks
that French authori-

ties have attributed to
Muslim extremism en-
sued. On Thursday, a
knife-wielding Tunisian
man carrying a copy of
the Quran Kkilled three
people at a church in
the Mediterranean city
of Nice. That same day, a
Saudi man stabbed and
lightly wounded a secu-
rity guard at the French
consulate in Jiddah,
Saudi Arabia, prompting
France to urge its citi-
zens there to be on “high
alert.”

Over the past week,
protests and calls to
boycott French products
have spread rapidly from
Bangladesh to Pakistan
to Kuwait. Social media
has been pulsing with
anti-France hashtags.
Muslim leaders, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in particular,
have loudly criticized
France for what they see
as the government’s pro-
vocative and anti-Muslim
stance.

Pompeo wraps up anti-China
tour of Asia in Vietnam

Hanoi, Oct 30 (AP): US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pom-
peo is wrapping up an anti-
China tour of Asia in Viet-
nam as the fierce American
presidential election race
enters its final stretch.
With just four days
left in the campaign in
which China has been a
central theme, Pompeo
was visiting Hanoi on Fri-
day ostensibly to celebrate
25 years of US.-Viemam re-
lations. But as he has at his
previous stops in India, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives and In-
donesia, Pompeo is expected
to highlight the Trump ad-
ministration's antipathy to-
ward China, its handling of
the coronavirus pandemic,
its human rights record and
aggressiveness towards its
smaller neighbours.
Those issues, particu-
larly the Chinese origin
of the virus, have been
highlighted by President
Donald Trump as he seeks
to beat back a stiff reelec-
tion challenge from former
Vice President Joe Biden
in the Nowv. 3 polls. Trump
has sought to paint Biden
as weak on China and be-
holden to it, repeatedly
raising questions about al-
leged connections between
Biden's son, Hunter, and
Chinese businesses.
Vietnam was a late
addition to Pompeo's
itinerary and has numer-
ous concerns about Chi-
nese policies in the region.
Those range from Beijing's
territorial and maritime
claims in the South China
Sea to its development ac-

tivities along the Mekong
River, which runs through
much of mainland South-
east Asia and is a regional
lifeline.

In a statement re-
leased ahead of Pom-
peo's arrival in Vietnam,
the State Department at-
tacked China for reneging
on cooperation pledges
with other Mekong coun-
tries and for aggressively
pursuing suspect claims
in the South China Sea.

China's malign and
destabilizing actions in
the Mekong region, in-
cluding manipulation
of Mekong river water
flows, negatively affect
millions of people who
depend on the river for
their livelihoods," it said.

The United States
stands with our Indo-
Pacific allies and part-
ners in protecting their
sovereign rights to off-
shore resources in the
South China Sea, con-
sistent with their rights
and obligations under
international law, it said.
It noted that earlier this
year, Pompeo had reject-
ed outright nearly all of
Beijing's maritime claims
in the South China Sea.

The United States re-
jects (China's) maritime
claims to the waters sur-
rounding Vanguard Bank
off Vietnam's coast,"
the statement said, "We
will oppose any efforts
aimed at undermining
the rules-based maritime
order in the South China
Sea or elsewhere.

New Zealand votes to legalize
euthanasia but not 1 aruuana

WELLINGTON, EW
ZEALAND (AP): New Zea-
landers voted to legalize
euthanasia in a binding
referendum, but prelimi-
nary results released Fri-
day showed they likely
would not legalize rec-
reational marijuana use.
With about 83% of votes
counted, New Zealanders
emphatically endorsed
the euthanasia measure
with 65% voting in favor
and 34% voting against.
The “No” vote on mar-
ijjuana was much closer,
with 53% voting against
legalizing the drug for
recreational use and
46% voting in favor. That
left open a slight chance
the measure could still
pass once all special
votes were counted next
week, although it would
require a huge swing.
The two referendums
represented significant
potential changes to New
Zealand’s social fabric,
although the campaigns
for each ended up getting
overshadowed some-
what by the coronavirus
pandemic and a parallel
political race, in which
Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern and her liberal
Labour Party won a sec-
ond term in a landslide.
In past elections, spe-
cial votes — which in-
clude those cast by over-
seas voters — have tend-
ed to track more liberal
than general votes, giv-
ing proponents of mari-

juana legalization some
hope the measure could
still pass. Proponents of
legalizing the drug were
frustrated that Ardern
wouldn’t reveal how she
intended to vote ahead
the Oct. 17 ballot. Many
believed an endorsement
by Ardern could have
boosted support for the
measure, but she said she
wanted to leave the deci-
sion to New Zealanders.
Ardern said Friday after
the results were released
that she had voted in favor
of both referendums.
Conservative lawmak-
er Nick Smith, from the
opposition National Party,

welcomed the prelimi-
nary marijuana result.
“This is a victory for
common sense. Research
shows cannabis causes
mental health problems,
reduced motivation and
educational achieve-
ment, and increased road
and workplace deaths,”
he said. “New Zealanders
have rightly concluded
that legalizing recre-
ational cannabis would
normalize it, make it
more available, increase
its use and caus more
harm.” But liberal law-
maker Chlée Swarbrick,
from the Green Party,
said they had long as-

sumed the vote would
be close and they needed
to wait until the special
votes were counted.

“We have said from
the outset that this would
always come down to
voter turnout. We've had
record numbers of spe-
cial votes, so I remain op-
timistic,” she said. “New
Zealand has had a really
mature and ever-evolv-
ing conversation about
drug laws in this country
and we’ve come really far
in the last three years.”

Proponents had ar-
gued the measure would
reduce profits for gangs and
improve social and legal out-

comes for indigenous Maori.

The euthanasia mea-
sure, which would also
allow assisted suicide
and takes effect in No-
vember 2021, would ap-
ply to adults who have
terminal illnesses, are
likely to die within six
months, and are enduring
“unbearable”  suffering.
Other countries that allow
some form of euthanasia
include The Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Canada,
Belgium and Colombia.
“It is a victory for all New
Zealand as we become a
more compassionate and
humane society,” said law-
maker David Seymour, of

the libertarian ACT Party.
“Thousands of New Zea-
landers who might have
suffered excruciating
deaths will have choice,
dignity, control, and au-
tonomy over their own
bodies, protected by the
rule of law.”

But Dr. John Kleins-
man, an ethicist for the New
Zealand Catholic Bishops,
said the vote put vulner-
able people on a dangerous
path. He said the mere op-
tion of euthanasia would
be a burden and pressure
for many ailing people
and their families, as well
as for healthcare and reli-
gious workers.

New arrest after France church
attack, security tightened

NICE, FRANCE (AP): The investigation
into a gruesome attack by a Tunisian
man who Kkilled three people in a French
church had a second suspect in custody
Friday, as France heightened its securi-
ty alert amid religious and geopolitical
tensions around cartoons mocking the
Muslim prophet.

Muslims held more anti-France pro-
tests across the Mideast and beyond on
Friday, while mourners placed flowers,
messages and candles at the entrance to
the Notre Dame Basilica in the French
Riviera city of Nice, where Thursday’s
knife attack took place.

The attacker, Ibrahim Issaoui, was
seriously wounded by police and hos-
pitalized in life-threatening condition,
authorities said. Anti-terrorism prose-
cutors in France and Tunisia are inves-
tigating. The new suspect is a 47-year-
old man believed to have been in con-
tact with the attacker the night before
the attack, according to a judicial offi-
cial. The official was not authorized to
be publicly named.

The victims included 55-year-old
Vincent Loques, a father of two who
was the church’s sacristan, in charge
of its holy objects, according to local
broadcaster France-Bleu. Another was a
44-year-old mother of three from Brazil
named Simone who had studied cooking
in Nice and helped poor communities,
France-Bleu reported. In an interview
broadcast Friday with Saudi-owned Al-
Arabiya TV, the attacker’s mother said
she was shocked by the events.

From the Tunisian province of Sfax,
the mother, her eyes wet with tears,
said she was surprised to hear her son
was in France when he called upon his
arrival and had no idea what he was
planning. “You don’t know the French
language, you don’t know anyone there,
you're going to live alone there, why,
why did you go there?” she said she told
him over the phone at the time.

His brother told Al-Arabiya that Iss-
aoui had informed the family he would
sleep in front of the church, and sent
them a photograph showing him at the
cathedral where the attack took place.
“He didn’t tell me anything,” he said.
A neighbor said he knew the assailant
when he was a mechanic and held vari-
ous other odd jobs, and had shown no
signs of radicalization. France’s anti-
terrorism prosecutor said the suspect

is a Tunisian born in 1999 who reached
the Italian island of Lampedusa, a key
landing point for migrants crossing
in boats from North Africa, on Sept.
20 and traveled to Bari, a port city in
southern Italy, on Oct. 9. It is not clear
when he arrived in Nice.

Tunisians fleeing a virus-battered
economy make up the largest contin-
gent of migrants landing in Italy this
year. Italian media reported that from
Lampedusa, where Issaoui was one of
1,300 arriving migrants on Sept. 20, he
was placed with 800 others on a virus
quarantine boat in Puglia.

After the two-week quarantine, he
received a notice that he was being ex-
pelled from Italy for illegal entry and
was given seven days to leave the coun-
try, according to Milan daily Corriere
della Sera. Italy’s interior minister con-
firmed Friday that the suspect was or-
dered to leave Italy on Oct. 9. Minister
Luciana Lamorgese did not give further
details on what, if any action, was taken
to ensure the man complied with the
order, but she said he was not flagged
by either Tunisian authorities nor by
intelligence agencies.

Lamorgese called Thursday’s attack
in France ”an attack on Europe. Let’s
not forget that Lampedusa, Italy is the
gateway to Europe.”

The attack was the third in less than
two months that French authorities
have attributed to Muslim extremists,
including the beheading of a teacher
who had shown caricatures of the
Prophet Muhammad in class after the
images were re-published by satirical
newspaper Charlie Hebdo.

The images deeply offended many
Muslim s, and protesters burned on
French flags, stomped on portraits of
President Emmanuel Macron or called
for boycotts of French products at dem-
onstrations Friday in Pakistan, India
and Afghanistan. Other protests, large-
ly organized by Islamists, are expected
across the region, including in Lebanon
and the Gaza Strip.

Macron said he would immediately
increase the number of soldiers de-
ployed to protect French schools and
religious sites from around 3,000 to
7,000. Schools remain open during a
nationwide lockdown that started Fri-
day to stem the spread of the virus, but
religious services are canceled.

Malaysian PM's key ally
demands early polls in new snag

KuALA LUMPUR, OcT 30
(AP): The key ally in Ma-
laysian Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin's coali-
tion has called for gener-
al elections to be held to
establish a stable govern-
ment once the coronavi-
rus pandemic subsides,
in a new snag to his frag-
ile hold on power.
Muhyiddin, who took
office in March, has only
a two-seat majority in
Parliament and is being
challenged by opposition
leader Anwar Ibrahim,
who recently alleged he
has majority support of
lawmakers to form a new

government.

The United Malays
National Organisation,
the biggest party in
Muhyiddin's  unelected
government, reiterated

support for his admin-
istration amid a spike in
coronavirus cases but de-
manded polls to be held

once the crisis abates.

UMNO decided that a
general election should
be held to get a fresh
mandate from the peo-
ple to establish a stable
government once the
COVID-19 pandemic is
brought under control
with a minimum num-
ber of cases,” it said in a
statement hours after a
Thursday night meeting
of its highest decision-
making body.

UMNO's support may
help Muhyiddin pass a
key challenge next month
to have the 2021 budget
approved in parliament,
but its open call for early
election could mean that
his leadership may be
shortlived. Polls are not
due until 2023.

UMNO, which had
ruled Malaysia since in-
dependence from Britain
in 1957 but was ousted
in 2018 elections, has

been unhappy at being
sidelined in the govern-
ment amid rivalry with
Muhyiddin's own Malay
party. Some UMNO law-
makers were reportedly
among those who sup-
port Anwar's bid to top-
ple the government.

Muhyiddin took pow-
er in March after with-
drawing his party from
Anwar's governing alli-
ance that won 2018 polls.

He tied wup with
the corruption-tainted
UMNO and other opposi-
tion parties to form a Ma-
lay-centric government
but his administration
has been fraught with in-
fighting.

Malaysia's king on
Sunday rejected Muhyid-
din's proposal for a coro-
navirus emergency that
would have suspended
Parliament and given
the premier uncontested
powers.
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The Selling Sunset star, Christine Quinn tums
heads while wearing PrettyLitle Thing's leopard print face mask bodycon

Jeff Bridges Shares an Inspiring Update

On His "Mortality” Amid Cancer Battle

"This cancer is making me appreciate my
mortality, appreciate impermanence,” Jeff
Bridges wrote on his website. Read the latest
on the Dude's fight against lymphoma below.

Jeff Bridges is going to keep
on keeping on.

Ten days after the Hollywood
legend first shared news of his
lymphoma diagnosis, he posted
a heartwarming health update
to his website on Thursday, Oct.
29.

Accompanied by a photo
of Bridges proudly posing in a
hospital gown and some hand-
drawn doodles, The Big Leb-
owski star wrote, "This cancer
thing is bringing on feelings of
precociousness & gratitude &
good old fashion love & lots of it,
big time. I'm feeling so much of it comin' my
way, & man | appreciate it."

Bridges continued, "It's contagious, all this
love, like some kind of positive virus.  want to
acknowledge & thank you guys for reaching
out during this time. It feels good, getting all
the well wishes & love!"

"This cancer is making me appreciate my
mortality, appreciate impermanence," the
70-year-old added. "I'm realizing if I have s--t
to share, now's the time."

Bridges then shared links to causes he'd
like to "shine a light on," including climate
change. The actor concluded, "I'm lookin' to
be in a partnership with you guys in creating

a beautiful life & world for all of us."

Hollywood has rallied around Bridges
since he first announced he was being treated
for cancer.

He shared on social media at the time, "As
the Dude would say.. New S**T has come to
light. I have been diagnosed with Lymphoma.
Although it is a serious disease, I feel fortu-
nate that I have a great team of doctors and
the prognosis is good. I'm starting treatment
and will keep you posted on my recovery."

Paris Jackson mines her
heartache for solo debut album

NEW YORK (AP): It started in her bed-
room with just a guitar, but Paris Jack-
son has turned coping with the heart-
ache after a recent breakup into her
debut solo album.

Jackson, 22, has been a de-
voted music fan all her life and
dabbled in making her own,
but has been hesitant to call
herself a singer-songwriter
until now.

“It's one of the great-
est feelings I've ever experi-
enced,” Jackson told the As-
sociated Press in an exclusive
interview this week.

She describes her ethereal
acoustic sound as alternative
folk — a far cry from the genre
of her father, Michael Jackson.
Being the daughter of the King
of Pop adds an extra layer of
scrutiny to the vulnerabil-
ity required to put personal
songs out into the world.

“I'm excited, I'm nervous,
but I feel confident that the
people that are supposed to
hear this record are going
to hear it. It's going to reach
them. And with regards to critics and
stuff, I don’t really think they’re going to
know how to critique it,” Jackson says.

Earlier this year, Jackson was one
half of acoustic duo “The Soundflow-
ers” with boyfriend Gabriel Glenn, until
the two split. She describes nursing a
broken heart as a literal “aching in your
chest,” but Jackson turned her pain into
art. “You were my all/And now I fall to
the ground,” she sings on her new single
“Let Down,” which drops Friday.

The time in her bedroom resulted in
11 songs on the concept album, “Wilt-
ed,” released by Republic Records, and
out on Nov. 13. All the stages of grief are
represented in her lyrics: anger, denial,
bargaining and acceptance, but the last
song, the upbeat “Another Spring,” re-
veals a stronger woman who lets her
“wounds shine through.”

Jackson cites many musical influ-
ences — including singer-songwriters
Damien Rice, Ray LaMontagne and
Conor Oberst. Her eyes light up when
she talks about being a “massive fan” of

the indie rock band Manchester Orches-
tra. When she heard that guitarist-sing-
er-songwriter Andy Hull from the band
would produce her first record, she was
elated. She flew to Atlanta to work with

him and says the band was supportive
of her sound.

“Everyone was just so welcoming
and so kind and they held this project
to be, like, very sacred. They under-
stood my emotional connection to it and
understood that this is my baby. They
didn’t want to do anything that wasn’t
authentic to who I am and they just took
it to the next level,” Jackson says.

Michael Jackson famously attempted
to shield his three young children from
the spotlight. After Jackson’s death in
2009 of an overdose of the anesthetic
propofol, Paris and her two brothers
— who go by Prince, 23, and Bigi, 18
— went to live with their grandmother,
Katherine Jackson. Paris moved out at
18 and has been modeling and acting,
but always played music.

In June, she and Glenn had a docu-
series on Facebook Watch called “Un-
filtered,” which provided a glimpse
into her private life and the duo’s small
acoustic tour. Jackson revealed self-

timonials, and said music was a way to
channel her pain. There’s an upcoming
music video to go with the new single
“Let Down,” a nod to the younger Jack-
son’s love of horror and gore. In it, the

character she plays has her heart liter-
ally ripped out of her chest by her lover.
One of the recurring scenes is set in dark
woods, reminiscent of elements in her
father’s famous “Thriller” video. When
asked what he might think of her music,
Jackson demurs. “I don’t know. I'm not
him, so I can’t speak for him. But I hope
he would be happy, and I think he would
be stoked because I'm happy,” she said.

The pandemic has sidelined most
musical acts and Jackson says she miss-
es hearing her favorite bands live and
aspires to play a few shows soon, if anti-
COVID-19 measures allow. She said she
hopes the music will help people feel “a
little less lonely.”

“I found so much healing through
creating this. And there are moments
where I'll listen back to certain songs
and I'm like, ‘Wow I was so naive.’ But
for the most part, it’s just like so much
gratitude and joy thatI get from listen-
ing to these songs and just seeing the
development and the evolution,” she

harm and suicide attempts in her tes- said.

Eric Church, Miranda Lambert, Maren Morris to play GMAS

NASHVILLE, TENN. (AP):
Eric Church, Miranda Lam-
bert, Maren Morris, Luke
Combs and more are set to
take the stage at the CMA
Awards in November.

The  country  music
awards show promised that
the genre’s biggest stars
will be together in one room
again for the first time since
the COVID-19 outbreak start-
ed. The show will air on ABC
on Nov. 11 from the Music
City Center.

“Although the show will
feel a bit more intimate this
year, we look forward to
hosting our nominated art-
ists and their guests as we
celebrate the best of country
music in a fully safe and phys-
ically distant environment,’
said Country Music Associa-
tion CEO Sarah Trahern in a
statement.

Lambert, the leading
nominee with seven nods

including entertainer of the
year, will perform “Settling
Down” from her album of
the year nominated record
"Wildcard.” Fellow entertain-
er of the year nominee, Combs
will perform “Cold As You,”
and Morris will sing her hit

Co-hosts Reba McEntire and
Darius Rucker will perform a
tribute collaboration together,
while Rucker will also perform
his new single “Beers & Sun-
shine” with Lady A.

Gabby Barrett will be
joined by pop singer Charlie
Puth for a duet on her nomi-

nated song “I Hope.” Thomas
Rhett will perform “Be a
Light,” with McEntire, Hillary
Scott of Lady A and Christian
artist Chris Tomlin.

Other performers an-
nounced are Ashley Mc-
Bryde, Rascal Flatts and Flor-

nominated song “The Bones.”

ida Georgia Line.

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES:

The truth is, you already know what needs to be done here.
You're letting the opinions of others (and your own fears) mess
with you majorly, Aries. The cards are urging you to tune out the
noises, and tune in to your higher self. In moments of silence,
you will be granted the gift of clear vision. Remember, adopting
‘focus’ as your power word will prove to be a gamechanger.
Some of you may be confronting your fears regarding your fi-
nances as well. Show up for your commitments in a consistent
manner as you surrender your worries to the Universe. Every-
thing will be taken care of.

Tip: Tune into your higher self.

TAURUS:

What if you're the only person standing in the way of your suc-
cess? A major case of imposter syndrome is indicated, Taurus,
and working through your self-worth issues is the only way out.
Remember, you chose this mission for a reason. You already
possess the skills required to slay your demons. Today, no mat-
ter how daunting it feels, take the first step. Do something that
scares the living daylights out of you and trust that the results
will be magnificent.

Tip: You were born to do this!

GEMINI:

It's time for some truth tea, Gemini. You've been playing the
blame game for a while now, and no, it isn't helping you solve
your problems. The cards are reminding you of the power of
free will. No matter how toxic your circumstances might seem
on the outside, you have the power to create a shift. Word for
the wise: reclaim the reins you had relinquished.

Tip: Create a shift.

CANCER:

The trouble is, you're trying to fit in when you were born to stand
out. It’s time to re-examine your relationship with yourself, Can-
cer. What are the ways in which you are holding yourself back
from shining your light on the world? The time to shed that cloak
of invisibility has come. Growth and expansion are also going to
be major themes for you in the coming month. Remember, there
is little that can come in your way when you believe in your own
power and potential.

Tip: Shed that cloak of invisibility, wild one!

LEO:

Nothing will go back to being the same. Such is the cycle
of life. Understand and embrace the change, Leo. Becom-
ing one with the flow is the only way to triumph over your
circumstances. Re-examining your relationship with work
and money will also be a big theme for you today. Some-
times, we hold onto certain opportunities because we do
not believe we’re capable of manifesting better. Could you be
undermining your own potential here? Set some time aside for
self-reflection and trust that you will find the answers.

Tip: Embrace the change.

VIRGO:

Things on the work and money front are looking up for you,
Virgo. You're attracting all the right people and opportunities
into your world. It's amazing how much we can shift simply by
raising our own vibrations! Some of you may be thinking about
investing in a business of your own. You've got your plan of ac-
tion down pat. So what are you waiting for?

Tip: Things are looking up on the work and money front.
LIBRA:

An essential part of the growth and evolution process is ac-
knowledging that you are not the same person you used to be.

Given that you have transformed, how will your beliefs remain
unchanged? Shedding old skin is a big mood in the Libra HQ—a
cathartic process that promises to take you one step closer to
your true self. Word for the wise: let what must fall away, fall
away, so you can be liberated from old cycles.

Tip: It's time to shed old skin.

SCORPIO:

Blessings are not a trust fund, Scorpio. There is no cap on the
miracles the Universe manifests on our behalf, and there are
no limitations on how we can tap into this energy and what we
can create. So, breathe and open yourself to what's coming
through. Your receptivity will make space for beauty and grace.
Remember, gratitude is a powerful practice—one that gives the
good stuff in our life the power to increase manifold.

Tip: You are deserving of the miracles you have attracted into
your life.

SAGITTARIUS:

Ready for a cup of truth tea, Sagittarius? The most powerful
love spell you will ever perform is the one that invokes your
love for yourself. This is a time of immense transformation
in your Universe. You no longer feel the need to apologise
for who you are or fit yourself into boxes that were never
meant to be yours. You're realising that letting go of the need
for external validation is the secret to finding a sense of whole-
ness within. Trust that this shift in your vibration will make you a
magnet for harmonious relationships.

Tip: It's time to find a sense of wholeness within.
CAPRICORN:

It's true that certain things in our life are predetermined.
Who can negate the role of destiny, right? But, is everything
scripted to the tee, or do we have space to negotiate and

rewrite certain chapters of our manuscript? Don’t underes-
timate your own power, Capricorn. More importantly, don’t
underestimate the power of the hard work you're putting in.
As Victor E Frankl's words once said, "Between stimulus and
response, there is a space. And in that space is our power
to choose our response. In our response lies our growth
and freedom." PS: We have a feeling you are going to make
yours a bestseller!

Tip: Make the most of the given opening. Hustle hard.
AQUARIUS:

If you've been approaching the world outside-in instead of the
other way around, expect a shift in the energy. A shift in the
way you approach your own body and being. The waning
moon brings with itself the lesson that self-care is anything
but selfish. It is by coming into a space of wholeness that
we're able to fulfil our scared purpose and hold space for
others. So, address the guilt that's been weighing you down.
Learn to prioritise yourself. PS: This is the perfect time to
channel your inner green witch and create lotions and potions
that make you feel good about yourself.

Tip: Address the guilt around self-care.

PISCES:

This, right here, is your big moment, Pisces! A testimony
to your co-creating abilities. Let the story of your own life
inspire you to keep moving forward despite the challeng-
es. Remind yourself that you are your only competition.
Things on the financial front are about to take a turn for
the better too (eventually, if not immediately). For now, fo-
cus on being consistent in your efforts and trust that you will
always be taken care of.

Tip: In the end, everything works out just fine!
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