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Rakesh Gurung emerged the 
champion of the second edi-

tion of Jigdel Denzongpa Memo-
rial State Level Chess Tourna-
ment 2018 played here at SDF 
Bhawan Hall. Thendup Tamang 
took the second position while 
Saurab Subba �inished the tour-
nament on the third place.

The four-day long State-lev-
el tournament was organised by 
Sikkim Chess Association and 
had begun on 29 Sept. The tour-
nament had the participation of 
261 players from different parts 
of the State.

The prize distribution cer-
emony of the tournament held 
on 02 Oct had Secretary, Sports 

& Youth Affairs Department, SD 
Dhakal, as chief guest accompa-
nied by Sikkim Olympic Associa-
tion president, BK Roka, as guest 
of honour.

Cash prizes, trophies and 
certi�icates were handed over to 
the top-20 players. Trophies and 
certi�icates were also handed 
over to the top-04 among the 
U-7, U-9, U-11, U-13 and U-15 
boys’ and girls’ categories of the 
tournament.

In his address, the chief guest 
urged young players to always 
compete in the spirit of sports. 

He stated that winning and 
losing were part of competing, 
but the most important aspect 
was participation. 

While congratulating all par-

ticipants in the tournament, Mr 
Dhakal encouraged them to move 
ahead dedicatedly and with hard 
work for brighter future.

Likewise, SOA president con-
gratulated SCA for organising 
such a big tournament in the 
memory of a late chess player 
and promoter of the game. He 
also appreciated the efforts of 
the family members and friends 
of the late Mr Denzongpa for 
coming forward to support the 
tournament. 

He congratulated parents 
for supporting their children in 
chess. He also assured to provide 
support to SCA in its future en-
deavour.

Earlier, Chief Arbiter of the 
tournament, Dharmendra Ku-

mar, appreciated the growth 
of chess in Sikkim and detailed 
the various achievements of the 
State in regional and interna-
tional levels in a short period of 
time. 

He appreciated the support 
and encouragement provided 
by parents and urged the State’s 
players to continue with their 
form and hard work to reach 
higher levels in chess in the near 
future.

SCA advisor, Phurba Wangyal 
Bhutia, spoke about the life and 
contributions made by the late 
Mr Denzongpa for the growth 
of chess in the State. The prize 
distribution ceremony was also 
addressed by SCA general secre-
tary, Mahendra Dhakal.

Rakesh Gurung wins Jigdel Denzongpa Memorial Chess Trophy
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(IPR): Swachh Bharat 
Mission [Gramin] – Sik-
kim, under Rural Man-
agement & Development 
Department added more 
feathers to its cap by bag-
ging two ‘Swachh Bharat 
Puraskar 2018’ awards 
during the Swachh 
Bharat Diwas celebration 
and awards distribution 
function organised by 

the Ministry of Drinking 
Water & Sanitation, Gov-
ernment of India at the 
Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra 
in New Delhi on 02 Oct.

Sikkim was award-
ed the 1st prize in the 
‘Cleanest State’ category 
for the North-East region. 
The award was given by 
Minister for Drinking 
Water & Sanitation, Uma 

State bags two

Swachh Bharat awards; 

Sikkim adjudged 

Cleanest State in NE

G !"#$%, 03 O&# [IPR]: Sik-
kim celebrated the 149th Birth 
Anniversary of the Father of 
the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, 
with grandeur and splendor at 
Chintan Bhawan on 02 Oct.

Governor Ganga Prasad 
attended the occasion as chief 
guest in the presence of Chief 
Secretary, AK Shrivastava, and 
Gangtok MLA, Pintso Chopel 
Lepcha, along with other dig-
nitaries and students.

The programme began 
with the Governor and digni-
taries lighting the ceremonial 
lamp and paying �loral tribute 
on the portrait of Mahatma 
Gandhi,

The Governor wished all 
the Sikkimese people on this 
special day and reminded ev-
eryone about the contribu-
tions of the Father of the Na-
tion. He also paid tribute to 
India’s second Prime Minister, 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, the great 
leader who shares his birth an-
niversary on the same day with 
Mahatma Gandhi and who is 
famous for giving India the slo-
gan, ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’.

“We should all feel proud 

and fortunate to belong to a 
country which produced he-
roes and legends like them,” 
the Governor said.

He also added that the 
principles and philosophies of 
Mahatma Gandhi are acknowl-
edged globally and his birth 
anniversary is observed as 
International Day of Non Vio-
lence throughout the world. 

While talking about the 
life and achievements, he said 
that Mahatma Gandhi used 
the weapon of love. He went 
on to speak about the life and 

achievements of Mahatma 
Gandhi whose principles of 
truth and non-violence are rel-
evant even to this day. 

By following the principles 
of Mahatma Gandhi the stu-
dents should aspire not only to 
be successful citizens but also 
good citizens, he added.

The Governor urged the 
gathering to follow the princi-
ples of Mahatma Gandhi in day 
to day life.  He congratulated 
the State of Sikkim for its ini-
tiatives under Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan and for receiving 

many awards and accolades in 
the country. He added that san-
itation was a subject very close 
to Mahatma Gandhi which has 
to be implanted even more.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Governor said that Mahat-
ma Gandhi advocated peace 
and non-violence during a 
period which was �illed by ul-
tra-nationalism, gross inequal-
ities, brutalities on colonized 
societies and World Wars.

“As the world realized enor-
mity of death and destruction 
caused by the Second World 

War, they found relevance of 
what Mahatma Gandhi stood 
for. The United Nations have 
rightly declared the birthday 
of Mahatma Gandhi as Inter-
national Day of Non-violence,” 
stated the Governor.

Cleanliness and sanitation 
was very close to heart of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and it is there-
fore apt that Government of 
India launched ‘Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan’ or ‘Clean India Mis-
sion’ on his birth anniversary 
in 2014 with the objective of 
providing adequate sanitation 
and building modern toilets 
for all, he concluded.

During the programme, 
Best Anganwadi Worker Award 
was conferred to Kamala Man-
ger of Daragoan ICDs Center 
under Jorethang ICDs Project, 
South Sikkim who was handed 
over a citation, certi�icate and 
a cash amount of Rs 10,000 by 
the chief guest.

Letters of Appreciation 
with cash award of Rs 10,000/- 
each was handed over to KB 
Chettri [Garbage Truck Driv-
er], Ajay Rawat [Gangtok Beau-

STATE CELEBRATES 149TH GANDHI JAYANTI

Strive to become not just successful, but also 

good citizens, Governor advises students

SUMMIT REPORT
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The All Sikkim Medi-
cal Group-D Govern-

ment Employees Welfare 
Association convened a 
state-level meeting here 
at the European Union 
Hall of STNM Hospital on 
02 Oct. 

The meeting was at-
tended by group D staff 
of Health Department 
from different parts of 
the State and discussed 
various common issues.

Speaking to media 
persons after the meet-
ing, the association chief 
advisor, Ramdas Nepal, 
informed that the meet-
ing mainly discussed the 
issue of promotion of 
group-D staff of the de-
partment. 

He informed that the 
association has been 
raising this issue for a 
long time with all the 
concerned authorities 

but no action has been 
taken yet. He informed 
that some group-D staff 
of the department have 
been working on the 
same post for 42 years 
now and some have 
offered more than 30 
years of service and 
many retired without a 
promotion.

Mr Nepal stated that 
the meeting resolved to 

approach the Depart-
ment once again with 
their demand to either 
create posts for them in 
the medical cadre or give 
them promotion like in 
other department. 

He stated that the 
meeting has also decided 
to approach the courts 
if a positive assurance 
does not come from the 
department.

Medical Group-D employees resolve to
continue demand for promotions

SUMMIT REPORT
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A group of nurses have 
once again urged the 

State Government to 
absorb all candidates, 
including those who 
did not clear the recent 
interview process 
conducted by SPSC, as 
staff nurses in the State 
Government. 

These nurses are cur-
rently working in private 
hospitals within and out-
side the State and had 
passed the written exam-
ination for staff nurses 
but could not get through 
in the viva.

Addressing a press 
conference today, they 
stated that around 300 
candidates failed to make 
the cut after the viva. 

On the same, they 
requested the Chief Min-
ister to absorb all can-
didates who passed the 
written examinations. 
They urged the govern-
ment to absorb them as 
well like it had taken in all 
candidates who passed 
the written examination 
for police constables.

It is informed that 
they have been trying 
to meet the CM for the 

Group urges Govt to ignore

viva and appoint all nurses

who passed written exam

G !"#$%, 03 O&# [IPR]: 

On the occasion of the 
149th Gandhi Jayanti cel-
ebration, Governor Gan-
ga Prasad accompanied 
by Chief Secretary, DGP, 
MLA, Mayor, bureaucrats 
and local gentry took a 
round of the photo exhi-
bition put up by Cultur-
al Affairs and Heritage 
Department in coordi-
nation with the Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
Department at MG Marg 
in Gangtok. The photo 

exhibition was based on 
‘Dandi Yatra’ of 1930.

The photo exhibition 
displayed write ups, il-
lustrations, photos and 
quotes on the famed salt 
yatra. The photo exhi-
bition will continue at 
White Memorial Hall 
from 03-08 Oct, it is in-
formed.

The Governor pro-
ceeded from MG Marg to 
the gate of Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly where-
in the Governor along 

with other dignitaries 
present participated in 
a cleanliness drive along 
the stretch of road from 
the gate of the SLA to 
the gate of Chintan Bha-
wan to mark the conclu-
sion of the ‘Swachhata 
Hi Seva’ campaign which 
had started from 15 Sept, 
2018. The cleanliness 
drive was conducted by 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
[Gramin] - Sikkim under 
Rural Management & De-
velopment Department. 

Photo exhibition celebrates

Dandi March

turn to pg02
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ti�ier] and Anju Sherpa [Gangtok 
Beauti�ier].

Likewise, token distribution of 
cash bonus and gifts were given to 
Garjaman Sharma [Garbage Truck 
Helper] and Radhika Rai [Gangtok 
Beauti�ier].

It may be mentioned here, 
these felicitations are the annual 
features of Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration. It was also informed that 
the cash bonus and gifts will be 
provided to all the Gangtok Beau-
ti�iers, Garbage Truck Drivers and 
Garbage Truck Helpers working 
under GMC.

The programme also saw the 
distribution of prizes to three win-
ners of recently held Play Competi-
tion on Mahatma Gandhi to schools 
namely Palzor Namgyal SSS [1st], 
Bojhoghari SSS [2nd] and Sichey 
SS [3rd].

Similarly, winners of the State 
level Quiz Competition on Sani-
tation for Junior High Schools re-
cently organized by RMDD name-

ly Swayem JHS [North], Zeel JHS 
[West] and Bermiok Daragaon JHS 
[West] were presented with prizes 
for securing �irst, second and third 
positions respectively.

During the programme, Letter 
of Appreciation was also given by 
the Governor to Deepak Kumar Rai 
[Block Development Of�icer, Mar-
tam] for his exemplary work in his 
�ield.

The programme also featured 
release of “Handbook on Bee keep-
ing” prepared by Sikkim Khadi & 
Village Industries.

The celebration at Chintan 
Bhawan also had religious rec-
itation of prayers by the heads of 
different religious communities of 
Sikkim. 

Patriotic songs were also pre-
sented by the students of Tashi 
Namgyal SSS and Modern SSS. 
A short speech on Gandhian 
thoughts was delivered by a stu-
dent of Rhenock College, Mani Raj 
Rai, while the Culture Department 
presented Bhajan/Ram Dhun.

The function also screened a 
short documentary �ilm on Ma-
hatma Gandhi by Information and 
Public Relations Department and 
screening of 21 minutes video on 
“Evolution of Sanitation in Sikkim” 
by RMDD.

On the recommendation of the 
State Sentence Review Board as 
noti�ied vide Noti�ication No. 42/
Home/2007 dated 25.04.2007and 
in exercise of the powers con-
ferred by section 432,433 and 433 
A of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
1973, the Government of Sikkim 
ordered the premature release of 
the following life convicts under-
going life sentence in the State 
Central Prison Rongyek duly com-
muting the remainder of their life 
sentence, on the occasion of Gand-
hi Jayanti 2018 as under:
1. Ner Tshering Lepcha
2. Nimzong Lepcha
3. Arun Subba
4. Bikash Chettri
5. Raju Chettri
6. Deepak Pradhan 

Strive to become not just successful...
contd from pg01

Bharti, and was received 
by Special Secretary cum 
Mission Director, Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin) 
Sikkim, RM&DD, Anil Raj 
Rai.

Similarly, the East 
district of Sikkim was 
awarded the 3rd prize 
in the ‘Cleanest District’ 
category for the North-
East region. Additional 
District Collector (De-
velopment) - Pakyong, 
RM&DD, Urvashi Poudy-
al, received the award 
on behalf of East district 
from the hands of Minis-
ter Ms Bharti.

The awards were 
conferred to acknowl-
edge the top performers 
of the ‘Swachh Survek-
shan Grameen – 2018’, 
a pan-India survey ini-
tiated by the Ministry of 
Drinking Water & San-
itation, Government of 
India to develop ranking 

of the 680 districts based 
on their rural sanitation 
status. The survey was 
based on a comprehen-
sive set of quantitative 
and qualitative sanitation 
[Swachhata] parameters 
including data from the 
SBM-G IMIS, district-lev-
el surveys of public plac-
es like schools, Anganwa-
dis, PHCs, Haat bazaars, 
Panchayat and citizen’s 
perception of Swachhata 
and their recommenda-
tions for improvement of 
the programme.

An independent 
agency hired by the Min-
istry visited the villages 
to undertake the survey 
of public places and ob-
tain citizens’ feedback. 
As part of the Survek-
shan, States and Districts 
were ranked for their 
sanitation and cleanli-
ness status. The survey 
was conducted from 01-
31 Aug, 2018.

State bags two Swachh

Bharat awards...
contd from pg01

past one month, but have 
remained unable to do 
so due to his very busy 
schedule. 

However, they inform 
that they have met the 
Secretary and other of-
�icials of the department 
with their issue but have 

not received positive as-
surances thus far.

“We are very hopeful 
that the CM will take a 
decision in the interest 
of nurses from Sikkim. 
We also want to serve 
the people of Sikkim by 
living in our own home 
State,” they state.

Nurses Group urges Govt to...
contd from pg01
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As per directives received 
from the Chief Secretary, 
a preparatory meeting 
for the mock exercise on 
earthquake and disaster 
preparedness for West dis-
trict was held today here at 
the District Administration 
Centre at Rabdentse.

The meeting was 
chaired by District Col-
lector, West, Dr AB Karki, 
accompanied by Super-
intendent of Police, West, 
Tenzing Loden Lepcha, 

ADC [West], DPO [West] 
and departmental heads 
and representatives.

The exercise will sim-
ulate an earthquake mea-
suring 8.7 on the Richter 
Scale with intensity 8.9 
MSK occurred at 11:45 
IST on 10 Oct, 2018.

The mock exercise 
will be conducted simul-
taneously at �ive loca-
tions, including hospitals, 
Gyalshing market areas, 
schools and major haz-
ardous units to assess 

and improve the admin-
istration’s capacity in 
mobilising resources and 
reaching out to the affect-
ed communities swiftly. 

The DC informed that 
observers from Govern-
ment of India have been 
deputed for the aforesaid 
exercise. He urged all the 
of�icers to be responsible 
and work collectively to 
come up with effective 
result.

The DPO briefed 
about the proceedings of 

the day. He informed that 
Emergency Operation 
Center at the districts 
will be immediately acti-
vated, assess the damage, 
form rescue teams under 
Incident Commanders 
and dispatch them to the 
respective locations. 

Rescue drills will be 
conducted in coordina-
tion with various depart-
ments such as Traf�ic 
Control, Fire, Health, Po-
lice, SSB, NYK and all line 
departments.

West Dist preps for disaster

management mock drill

GOR SS CELEBRATES GANDHI JAYANTI
M!&'!&, 03 O(): Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated at Gor Secondary School 
in Dzongu, North Sikkim in the presence of Zilla member, Tshering Gyatso 
Lepcha, as chief guest along with SMC members, teachers, students and their 
parents. The event featured essay-writing and poetry competitions. Stu-
dents also performed songs and skits on unity, secularism, Swachha Bharat, 
conservation of environment and sanitation.

G !"#$%&', 03 O() [IPR]: Along 
with the rest of the nation, Gov-
ernment Secondary School, Zoom, 
West Sikkim, celebrated the 149th 
Gandhi Jayanti with much enthusi-
asm and patriotic fervor on 02 Oct 
in the presence of Health Minister, 
Area MLA Arjun Kumar Ghatani, as 
chief guest.

The MLA drew light on the 
message and teachings of Ma-
hatma Ghandhi and stressed the 
power of peace, non-violence and 
truthfulness re�lected by the Fa-
ther of the Nation as extraordinary 
strength to achieve independence. 

Mr Ghatani recalled the unique 
signi�icance of Zoom hamlet and 
its contributions towards educa-
tion and social development of the 
society.  

He further emphasised on the 
implementation of Gandhian phi-
losophy in Sikkim because of the 
vision of Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling and said that the unfath-

omed achievement of Organic Sik-
kim, Green Sikkim-Clean Sikkim 
has been admired, globally. 

He urged people to maintain 
cleanliness and sanitation for a 
healthy and balanced life as envi-
sioned by Mahatma Gandhi. 

He also highlighted on the de-
velopmental activities undertaken 
by the State Government in the 
�ield of education and mentioned 
initiatives like the Chief Minister’s 
Meritorious Scholarship Scheme, 
Dr BR Ambedkar Student Scholar-
ship, free education up to higher 
studies and establishment of col-
leges and universities as the nota-
ble developments dedicated to the 
students for their future.

The Minister also informed 
about some of the decisions taken 
up by the State Government in the 
recent Cabinet meeting for the en-
tire State of Sikkim. 

Further, he elaborated on de-
velopmental works like road con-

nectivity, tourist amenities centres 
sanctioned by the State Govern-
ment for Zoom GPU and within 
Salghari Zoom constituency. He 
also assured to award construction 
works to the youth of the locality.

The programme also featured 
cultural presentations includ-
ing dance, yoga demonstrations, 
patriotic songs, poem recitation 
and the �inal match of volleyball 
tournament between Mangshari 
Newlight and Chakung SSS.

Earlier, Mr Ghatani paid tribute 
to Mahatma Gandhi on his 149th 
birth anniversary by garlanding 
the statue at Gandhi Marg in Jore-
thang, South Sikkim. He was ac-
companied by Chairperson of Nay-
abazar Jorethang Municipal Coun-
cil, Tika Gurung, councillors, Sub 
Divisional Magistrate, Jorethang, 
Tshering Bhutia, Medical Of�icer, 
Jorethang CHC, Dr SN Adhikari, 
and others.

Zoom School celebrates Gandhi Jayanti
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(IPR): Under the Elec-
toral Literacy Club Pro-
gramme, a ‘District Level 
Inter College Debate and 
Inter School Painting 
Competition’, organized 
by the Department of 
Elections, West Sikkim 
under the aegis of CEO, 
Election Commission of 
India was held at Bhanu 
Shalig in Gyalshing today.

The event was 
chaired by SDM Gyalsh-
ing, Tushar Nikhare, 
along with DCPO, Chum-
sang Palden, and other 
of�icials and dignitaries.

The DIET College, 
Gyalshing, B.Ed. College, 
Soreng and ITI, Gyalshing 
emerged as winners in 
their respective topics for 
the Debate Competition.

Similarly, in the paint-

ing competition, Mukhang 
Limboo from Bongten 
Secondary School stood 
1st and Lanam Limboo 
from Gerethang Second-
ary School stood second 
in the Junior Category. Nar 
Singh Rai from Rinchen-
pong Secondary School 
stood �irst followed by Ro-
man Tamang from Reshi 
Secondary School in the 
2nd Position in the Senior 
Category. 

In the District Lev-
el Inter School Election 
Quiz Competition con-
ducted by the 24 Hours 
Inspired at the same ven-
ue, Khechuperi Senior 
Secondary School were 
declared as the district 
winners and will be rep-
resenting West district 
in the coming State level 
quiz competition.

Inter college debate & inter
school painting 

competitions held in West 

SUMMIT REPORT
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A meeting of mostly 
Bhutia-Lepcha or-

ganisations was held 
today at BL House, Ti-
bet Road wherein they 
condemned the lack of 
action on a letter [dated 
13 June 2018] from the 
National Commission of 
Minorities (NCM) to the 
Chief Secretary. The let-
ter stated ‘urgent steps’ 
to be taken regarding 
various issues related 
to the BL community of 
the State, as per a press 
release issued by Bhutia 
Lepcha Protection Force 
[BLPF] Advisor, Kessang 
Dorjee Phalontharpa.

Alleging that the 
Chief Secretary has not 
taken any action on the 
letter, the meeting con-
demned the ‘irresponsi-
ble attitude’ of the Chief 
Secretary.

The release informs 
that the letter carried 
urgent steps to be taken 
with regard to the safe-
guard of Guru Dongmar 
lake in North Sikkim, 
scrapping of ongoing 
97MW Tashiding Hydro 
Project (HEP) over sa-
cred Rathong Chu river 
in West Sikkim, scrap-
ping of (i) 300MW Panan 

HEP and (ii) 520MW 
Teesta IV HEP proposed 
in restricted area of Dz-
ongu in North Sikkim. 

The letter also stated 
“to remove by legislation 
the threat posed on po-
litical rights of Minori-
ty Bhutia-Lepcha (BL) 
community and Buddhist 
places of Worship in Sik-
kim by vested interests 
and organisations like 
Sikkim Gorkha Jagran 
Sangh, etc.”

Furthermore, a re-
minder letter was again 
sent on 13 Sept 2018 
from the National Com-
mission for Minorities 
to the Chief Secretary 
on the above issues, the 
report of which had to 
be sent latest by 28 Sept 
2018, the release men-
tions further adding “we 
hope the concerned C.S 
of�ice, Govt of Sikkim has 
already responded to 
this important issues of 
the Minority BL commu-
nity of the state to NCM.”

The meeting today 
was attended by SIBLAC, 
BLPF, NASBO-371F, 
SILTA and other BL or-
ganisations. It was co-or-
dinated under the chair-
manship of Tseten Tashi 
Bhutia, former minister 
and Convenor SIBLAC.

BL organisations

condemn lack of action

on NCM letter to CS
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Manaw Uttan Sewa 
Samiti, Sikkim, has 

announced plans to or-

ganise a daylong Sadh-
bhawna Sammelan on 
31 Oct at Buddha Park in 
Rabongla, South Sikkim. 

This was decided 
during a recent State-lev-
el meeting held at MUSS 
Ashram in Rabongla un-
der chief patron, Minister 
DD Bhutia, and also at-
tended by SIMFED chair-
person, Girish Chandra 
Rai, government and po-
lice of�icials and others.

Addressing the 
meeting, the chief pa-
tron informed that the 
Sadhbhawna Sammelan 
will have Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling as chief 
guest and MUSS founder, 
Satpalji Maharaj, as guest 
of honour. 

He urged everyone 
to support the effort and 
ensure its grand success.

Likewise, the SIM-
FED chairperson stated 
that the event will be 
historic one and a mile-
stone for Sikkim Tour-
ism as well drawing par-
ticipation of people from 
West Bengal, Assam and 
other parts of the coun-
try along from Nepal and 
Bhutan.

MUSS-Sikkim to hold 
Sadhbhawna Sammelan

in Rabongla

SUMMIT REPORT
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Bridge of Hope [BOH], 
Sikkim, organized 

a drawing competition 
for children of different 
BOH Centres on the occa-
sion of Gandhi Jayanti at 
Green Park in Jorethang 
on 02 Oct. 

62 children from 
Namchi, Bhanjyang, 
Mangalbaria, Mangalda-
ra, Mungpoo, Mangal-
puri, Rangrang, Rangpo, 
Pedong, Teesta and Rish-

eehat participated in the 
competition. 

Pempa Gyatso Lep-
cha, an artist, also inter-
acted with the children 
and shared his ideas and 
knowledge on drawing 
and painting.

The event had Naya 
Bazaar Jorethang Munic-
ipal Council chairperson, 
Tika Legai Gurung, as 
chief guest accompanied 
by Naya Bazaar Jorethang 
Councilor, Pinki Shilal, 
among other dignitaries.

Bridge of Hope 
conducts drawing 

competition on 
Gandhi Jayanti
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Gangtok on 

Thursday, 

04 Oct
Temp: 25°C/14°C
Forecast:  Mostly 
cloudy, a thunder-
shower; not as warm.

Sunrise: 05:28 AM

Sunset: 5:21 PM

URGENT REQUIRED: 
Required B+ kidney donor for 

smt Shova Subedi of Rang-

po, East Sikkim Urgently. Inter-

ested donors please contact: 

6295437846, 7431934524.

SUMMIT REPORT
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Shantinagar Gaon Sud-
har Samiti celebrated 

the 149th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gand-
hi in an event held at 
Shantinagar, East Sikkim, 
which also included the 
unveiling of paintings on 
walls along the National 
Highway at Shantinagar, 
a press release informs.

The paintings, featur-
ing messages on healthy, 
green and organic Sik-
kim, were prepared by 
the members of Krypton 
Arts Society Sikkim, Sing-
tam.

The wall painting was 
inaugurated by Head Lo-
bella of Karma Thujee 
Monastery, Shantinagar 
as chief guest.

Safaikarmacharis , 
Ongdi Lepcha and Bhim 
B Rai, and driver, Suresh 
Darnal, from Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat were 
also gifted new clothes. 

A resident of Adarsh 
Goan, South Sikkim, Dr 
Pradeep Sharma Luitel, 
was also felicitated for 
completing his PhD in 
Sanskrit.

Likewise, resident of 
Tirkutam, Sang, East Sik-
kim, Praja Pradhan, was 
also felicitated for his 
progress in the !ield of 
Nepali cinema.

Further, three per-
sonalities from Chiso-
pani GPU were presented 
with congratulatory me-
mentos. 

Anita Sewa was con-
gratulated for receiv-
ing the Commendation 
Award from HRDD, while 
Gopal Bishwakarma 

from Tinek [winner of 
Indra Jatra Talent Hunt 
2018] and Shanker La-
michaney [enterprenuer 
from Shantinagar] were 
also presented with me-
mentos for their achieve-
ments in their respective 
!ields.

Krypton Arts Society 
Sikkim was also award-
ed memento for creating 
beautiful paintings on 
the wall of National High-
way.

Similarly, Tinek Kaly-

an Sangh, East Sikkim 
also celebrated the 149th 
Gandhi Jayanti by offer-
ing prayers at the Singha 
Devi Mandir at Tinek by 
the members of the soci-
ety on 02 Oct.

ASHA member, Hom 
Kumari Pradhan, shared 
awareness and infor-
mation on dengue while 
ICDS member, Yogita 
Pradhan, spoke on the 
importance of nutrition 
for growing child.

Likewise, at Rongli in 

East Sikkim, the Gandhi 
Jayanti celebration was 
held at Riverine Elemen-
tary School with its prin-
cipal, Bikki Rai, as chief 
guest.

Students of River-
ine Elementary School 
presented cultural pro-
grammes. The second 
half of the celebration 
featured sit and draw 
competition on the 
theme ‘Gandhi Jayanti’.

At Lingtam in East 
Sikkim, Bosco English 
School, Lingtam hosted 
the Gandhi Jayanti cel-
ebration programme in 
a grand manner in the 
presence of government 
contractor, Thendu Sher-
pa, as chief guest along 
with Deputy Director, 
Human Resource De-
velopment Department, 
Dorjee Sherpa, senior 
citizens, school heads of 
the surrounding schools, 
guardians and students. 
Bosco English School 
felicitated 20 senior 
citizens from Lingtam, 
Regu and Sisney Subaney 
Block as a mark of re-
spect for their contribu-
tion to the society.

149th Gandhi Jayanti celebrations

across East district
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The valedictory function 
of a special commem-

orative event to mark the 
beginning of 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi was organised at 
Raj Bhavan in the evening 
of 02 Oct, a press commu-
niqué received from Raj 
Bhavan informs.

Governor Ganga 
Prasad, Additional Chief 
Secretary to Governor, Dr 
K Jayakumar, Acting Vice 
Chancellor of Sikkim Uni-
versity, Dr JP Tamang, Vice 
Chancellor of Sikkim State 
University, Professor GK 
Niroula, Director, Higher 
and Technical Education, 
HRDD, DK Pradhan, Regis-
trar, Sikkim University, TK 
Kaul, Director School Edu-
cation, Hondala Gyaltsen, 
of!icers of Raj Bhavan, pro-
fessors of various universi-
ties and colleges of Sikkim, 
principals, teachers and 
students were present on 
the occasion.

It may be mentioned 
here, Raj Bhavan Sikkim in 
collaboration with Sikkim 
University had organised 
‘Inter School/ College and 
University Level Elocution 
and Essay Competition’  on 
“Relevance of Gandhian 
Ideals in Today’s India” 
and “Perspective of Gand-
hian Philosophy in the 
Context of New India” in a 
bid to connects students 
and youth with the teach-
ings of Gandhiji.

The event was also a 
part of nationwide cel-
ebration being initiated 
by various ministries, Raj 
Bhavans in the respective 
States and Government de-
partments. The event had 
the participation of 15 Sec-
ondary and Senior Second-

ary Schools, two Universi-
ties and six colleges from 
various parts of Sikkim. 

After the formal 
screening of the entries to 
the competition spanning 
over two days on 28-29 
Sept, 20 best entries were 
selected for the !inal event 
which took place at Raj 
Bhavan in the evening on 
02 Oct.

Addressing the 
participants, juries and 
the audience present in 
the valedictory session, 
the Governor exhorted 
that Gandhiji, known to 
be the greatest apostle of 
truth and non-violence 
in the world, is relevant 
in the past, present and 
future world and India in 
particular.

“If humankind wants 
sustainability in its exis-
tence, the world must fol-
low the path as shown by 
Gandhiji. Gandhiji’s way 
of simple living with high 
thinking has the capacity 
to solve many of the com-
plexities the country is fac-
ing today. The world rid-
dled by con!lict, violence 
and misery requires truth, 
non-violence, mutual 
co-existence and Satyagra-
ha, the ideals propagated 
by Gandhiji,” the Governor 
said.

The Governor called 
upon all to be a part of 
massive cleanliness drive 
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” 
to ful!ill the vow the nation 
has taken to dedicate a 
clean India as a real tribute 
to Bapu on his 150th birth 
anniversary in 2019.

The function con-
cluded with the Governor 
handing away prizes and 
certi!icates to the winners 
and participants in their 
respective categories.

Gandhi Jayanti at
Raj Bhavan 

Sikkim 

Christmas 

Fest at MG 

Marg on 

22-23 Dec
SUMMIT REPORT
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A preliminary meeting 
of various church-

es from in and around 
Gangtok was held here 
on 02 Oct. The meeting, 
attended by leaders and 
representatives of dif-
ferent churches, decided 
to celebrate this year’s 
Christmas at MG Marg 
under the banner of Sik-
kim Christmas Festival 
2018. The meeting has 
also decided to organise 
the festival on 22-23 Dec.

A press release in-
forms that an adhoc com-
mittee has been formed 
with Stephen Raj Karki 
Chettri as president, Rev 
Smile Gurung as gener-
al secretary, Bipen Lo-
har and David Buddha 
Tamang as treasurers, 
Rev Robin Chettri as 
progamme coordinator, 
MJ Pradhan as choir di-
rector and Satish Chan-
dra Rai as chief advisor.

It is informed that 
more members will be 
added in the next meet-
ing of the committee 
scheduled for 11 Oct.

Photo 

exhibition on 

Dandi March 

inaugurated 

at White Hall
G����� , 03 O!� (IPR): 

Six-day photo exhibi-
tion was inaugurated by 
Chairperson of Culture 
Heritage & Communal 
Harmony Board, SW 
Bhutia, today at White 
Memorial Hall in Gang-
tok. The photo exhibi-
tion was inaugurated to 
commemorate the 150th 
Birth Anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi.

During the inaugu-
ral session, Secretary, 
Cultural Affairs & Her-
itage Department, Am-
bika Pradhan, Secretary, 
Sports and Youth Affairs, 
SD Dhakal, and other of-
!icials were also present.

The photo exhibition 
displayed pictures of Salt 
March also called Dandi 
March or Salt Satyagraha, 
a major nonviolent pro-
test action in India led 
by Mahatma Gandhi in 
March-April 1930.

The inaugural day 
also had the presence of 
students from different 
schools and colleges.

The exhibition was 
organized by Culture De-
partment in coordination 
with IPR Department.

REBYNA RANA

G����� , 03 O!�:

Sixteen senior citizens 
were felicitated today 

during the International 
Senior Citizens Felicita-
tion Week held here at 
the conference hall of 
Tourism Department in 
Tadong today.

Tourism Minister, 
Ugen T Gyatso, accom-
panied by former SLA 
Speaker, Kalawati Subba, 
felicitated the senior cit-

izens during the event 
organised by Retired 
Employees Welfare As-
sociation, Tadong. The 
Tourism Minister, in his 
speech, urged all to work 
for the society and work 
in unity and co-ordina-
tion to maintain peace 
and harmony in the State.

“Senior citizens are 
our heritage. It is satisfy-
ing to see our youth have 
positive thoughts and 
attitude towards them 

owing to the leadership 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling. Let us not 
give each other a chance 
to see our peaceful Sik-
kim shatter into pieces. 
The State Government 
assures every support,” 
said Mr Gyatso.

The function also fea-
tured cultural presenta-
tions and comedy stand-
up session presented by 
Sikkimey Humjayega, 
Dilip Gurung.

Sr citizens felicitated on Int’l Senior 
Citizens Felicitation Week
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Strength-lifters from Sikkim 
have once again impressed with 

an outstanding performance in the 
27th Senior National Men & Wom-
en Strength Lifting Championship 
2018 held from 25-28 Sept at 
Hardoi in Uttar Pradesh. The Sik-
kim Strength Lifting Association 
[SSLA] team has returned with a 
rich haul of 17 medals from the 
championship.

The team bagged seven gold 
medals, !ive silver and !ive bronze 
medals. 

International strength-lifter, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia, won the ti-
tle of the Best Coach and Ranju 
Sundas was adjudged the Best 
Woman Referee in the champion-
ship and Edu Tshering Bhutia was 
also awarded for lifting the high-
est weight of 72.5 kgs in inclined 
bench press in women’s category 
in the championship.

In the championship, Edu 
Tshering Bhutia won two gold 
medals, Pema Dorjee Bhutia won 
one gold and one silver medal, 
Chandra Kumar Chettri bagged 
one gold and one bronze medal, 
Ranju Sundas won one gold and 
one silver medal, Srijana Subba 
bagged a gold and a silver medal 
and Thinlay Wangdi Bhutia won a 
gold medal.

Other silver medallists are 
Manju Pradhan and Wangdup Ta-
mang and bronze medals were 
bagged by Kalpana Chettri, Leomit 

Lepcha, Bhim Subba and Homnath 
Siwakoti.

A 32-member team of SSLA 
accompanied by Kado Bhutia as 
team manager and Pempa Tamang 
as team coach had represented the 
State in the championship. It is in-
formed that the championship had 
the participation of 750 athletes 
from 27 States.

The SSLA felicitated the medal 
winners and other team members 
here at the White Hall Gym today. 
The felicitation had Secretary, 
Sports & Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, SD Dhakal, as chief guest ac-
companied by Additional Director, 
Kamal Chettri, and executive mem-
bers of SSLA.

Mr Dhakal stated that SYA De-
partment has been supporting 
and encouraging strength lifting 
in the State and further assured 
to provide all possible assistance 
and support to SSLA. He men-
tioned that sports is a priority 
engagement of the State Govern-
ment and that the government 
has been working for the welfare 
of sportspersons by providing all 

required infrastructures, facilities 
and support. 

In his report, SSLA chief coach, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia, informed that 
the State team members gave an 
outstanding performance and that 
the performance by women lift-
ers was highly appreciated at the 
championship. 

He added that competition was 
very tough but every team mem-
ber gave their best. He assured 
to bring out more talented lifters 
from different corners of the State.

Mr Bhutia mentioned that this 
senior national championship was 
also a selection trial for team India 
for the upcoming 7th Internation-
al Strength Lifting Championship 
scheduled to be held in Jan next 
year at Nagpur. On the same, he 
added that around 10 lifters from 
Sikkim are likely to make their 
place in team India.

SSLA general secretary, Sonam 
Tshering, in turn, stated that it was 
a proud moment for the SSLA. He 
also expressed gratitude towards 
the SYA Department for support-
ing strength lifting.

Sikkim strength-lifters excel at National c’ship 

NITESH R PRADHAN

G����� , 03 O!�:

Stars of Hope [SOH], a 
social organization, 

conducted an intra col-
lege talent competition 
with students competing 
under various categories 
marking the occasion of 
Gandhi Jayanti at Nar Ba-
hadur Bhandari Degree 
College in Tadong on 02 
Oct.

It may be mentioned 
here, SOH founder/chair-
person, Bikash Thapa, 
has been nominated for 
the International Award 
for Universal Peace Fed-
eration for his contribu-
tions in the !ield of social 
work.

Nepali Department 
of the college bagged the 
!irst position in the in-
ter-departmental patri-

otic song competition.
Likewise, other win-

ners under various cat-
egories were Amisha 
Pandey [poetry], Reshap 
Gurung [debate], Shiksha 
Tiwari [photography], 
Manoj Sharma [essay] 
and Arun Rai [painting].

Many safaikarmacha-
ris including Sunita Bal-
miki, Pem Diki, Sushila 
Sherpa, Renuka Sharma, 
Arun Thapa and Roshan 
Baraily were also felici-
tated during the function.

Assistant Professor, 
Mathematics, Kshittiz 
Chettri, who is also the 
advisor of SOH, was also 
felicitated.

The social volunteer 
group also conducted 
cleanliness drive at Vish-
wa Vinayaka Mandir in 
Rhenock on the occasion.

Stars of Hope
celebrates Gandhi Jayanti 

at NB Bhandari College
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Sensitive to Disasters
Begin with sensitization, end 

with preparedness

Autumn is upon us and monsoon has of�icially 
exited the country. The winter months will set in 

soon, bringing with them a period of relative calm as 
far as natural disasters are concerned. Save the odd 
bush-�ire, which rarely �ires into habitations, there 
are no havocs that nature traditionally unleashes on 
Sikkim’s hills. Of course, there is the ever-present 
possibility of earthquakes, but that has nothing to 
do with seasons. So, as Sikkim settles into festive 
mood and preps for holidays and lazy Winter Sun 
days, it would do well to invest some time on disaster 
sensitization programmes. 

Until a few years ago, the arrival of autumn would 
also include a �lurry of such activities at schools, pan-
chayats, urban settings and sometimes even for elect-
ed representatives. One does not know whether these 
were intentionally planned for this time of the year, but 
they were apt in a way because they served the pur-
pose of taking stock of what the monsoon unleashed, 
lessons learnt and discussions on how to prepare bet-
ter for the future. Agreed, these exercises delivered 
little on ground, but were still better than continuing 
blissfully disinterested. Because such initiatives came 
when the monsoons were on the wane, they conveyed 
an intent that rose beyond the typical knee-jerkism 
that Sikkim displays even though it sits on an earth-
quake prone zone, is perpetually hit by landslides and 
has of late also developed a weakness for forest �ires. 

The residents of the capital, who sit in on most 
decisions, must be heaving a sigh of relief that the 
monsoon this year, despite its duration and occasion-
al ferocity, was lenient on Gangtok even as some oth-
er parts of the State slipped away; even more reason 
why a series of sensitizations are required for the ur-
ban areas because urban memories run even shorter 
than the traditional retention capacities of the rural 
folk. Take Gangtok’s example – despite the nightmares 
and stress delivered on it in the past decade by earth-
quakes, slides, even some �ires etc. The earthquake of 
2011 is almost forgotten and very few appear to have 
learned anything from the string of landslides which 
poured down Gangtok with devastating effect in 1997. 
It is worrying that the 18 Sept temblor, despite its re-
cord intensity is already a fading memory at least in 
as much as the do’s and don’ts go. What cannot be for-
gotten either is that Gangtok, and several other parts 
of Sikkim, also have a track record of having emp-
tied out into the streets when rumour spread that an 
earthquake would be visiting again. Some of the peo-
ple’s representatives who now represent urban pop-
ulations must have been among the thousands who 
camped outdoors, scared by “fake news”. So yes, a sen-
sitisation on urban risk management is well invested 
especially for the councilors because they are aware of 
the death-traps that urban housing infrastructure has 
become and will hence take easily to risk management 
tips, provided they are reminded often enough of the 
need.

North Sikkim and West district were hit severely by 
landslides this year, cutting off villages, forcing reloca-
tion of families and traumatising with the wild rush of 
debris. Almost everywhere, the affected people were 
caught unawares [in that they had no mitigation plans 
ready] and the landslides were “unexpected” one is 
told. The correct term would really be “unprepared.” 
Unprepared, is inexcusable for a population that has 
lived with slides and shakes since forever and special-
ly not at this juncture when there is not only a full-
�ledged department for Disaster Risk Management 
and earmarked funds as well. How can any area in Sik-
kim not have a risk reduction plan to limit the damage 
caused by landslides and earthquakes? How can any 
area not have a ready response plan of action spelled 
out and codi�ied, still? Unless one understands the 
causes, how can safeguards against such disasters in 
the future be devised? Preparation requires accepting 
that a threat exists and then understanding the rea-
sons causing them. This applies as aptly to the prob-
lem of garbage management as it does to disaster risk 
management. It is also important to bear in mind that 
subject experts are not area experts and hence speak 
in wide generalisations when what is really required is 
customised plan for Sikkim. 

The experts and their knowledge can be best uti-
lised if one makes Sikkim-speci�ic details available to 
them so that they can advise the State exactly where 
it is going wrong and what it should set right. It is 
here that the State fails. The knee-jerkism refuses to 
go away. Everyone gets busy with the distribution of 
relief and completion of restoration works. Of course 
these are required, but at the risk of sounding too re-
petitive, it is equally important to study what has hap-
pened. 

Not just study, but also remember. 

turn to pg05

ANJA SCHEFFERS

theconversation.com

The magnitude 7.5 earth-
quake, and subsequent tsu-

nami, that struck Indonesia days 
ago has resulted in at least 1,200 
deaths.

Authorities are still gauging 
the extent of the damage, but it’s 
clear the earthquake and tsuna-
mi had a devastating effect on 
the Sulawesi region, particularly 
the city of Palu.

It’s not the �irst time earth-
quakes have caused mass de-
struction and death in Indone-
sia. The tsunamis that follow are 
particularly damaging. But why?

A combination of plate 
tectonic in the region, the shape 
of the coastline, vulnerable 
communities and a less-than-
robust early warning system all 
combine to make Indonesian tsunamis especially 
dangerous.

TECTONIC PLATES

Indonesia covers many complex tectonic environ-
ments. Many details of these are still poorly under-
stood, which hampers our ability to predict earth-
quake and tsunami risks.

The biggest earthquakes on Earth are “subduc-
tion zone” earthquakes, which occur where two 
tectonic plates meet.

In December 2004 and March 2005, there were 
a pair of subduction zone earthquakes along the 
Sunda Trench offshore of the west coast of Suma-
tra. In particular, the magnitude-9.1 quake in De-
cember 2004 generated a devastating tsunami that 
killed almost a quarter of a million people in coun-
tries and islands surrounding the Indian Ocean.

But only looking out for these kinds of earth-
quakes can blind us to other dangers. Eastern In-
donesia has many small microplates, which are 
jostled around by the motion of the large Australia, 
Sunda, Paci�ic and Philippine Sea plates.

The September quake was caused by what’s 
called a “strike-slip” fault in the interior of one of 
these small plates. It is rare – although not unknown 
– for these kinds of quakes to create tsunamis.

The fault systems are rather large, and through 
erosion processes have created broad river valleys 
and estuaries. The valley of the Palu river, and its 
estuary in which the regional capital Palu is locat-
ed, have been formed by this complex fault system. 
Studies of prehistoric earthquakes along this fault 
system suggests this fault produces magnitude 7-8 
earthquakes roughly every 700 years.

THE SEA FLOOR SHAPES THE WAVE

Another important factor for tsunamis is the depth 
and shape of the sea �loor. This determines the 
speed of the initial waves. Strong subduction zone 
earthquakes on the ocean �loor can cause the entire 
ocean water column to lift, then plunge back down. 
As the water has momentum, it may fall below sea 

level and create strong oscillations.
The bulge of water moving outward from the 

centre of a earthquake maybe of limited height 
(rarely much more than a metre), but the mass of 
water is extremely large (depending on the surface 
area moved by the earthquake).

Tsunami waves can travel very fast, reaching 
the speed of a jet. In water 2km deep they can trav-
el at 700km per hour, and over very deep ocean can 
hit 1,000km per hour.

When the wave approaches the shallower coast, 
its speed decreases and the height increases. A tsu-
nami may be 1m high in the open ocean, but rise to 
5-10m at the coast. If the approach to the shoreline 
is steep, this effect is exaggerated and can create 
waves tens of metres high.

Despite the fact that the waves slow down near 
the coast, their immense starting speeds mean �lat 
areas can be inundated for kilometres inland. The 
ocean �loor topography affects the speed of tsu-
nami waves, meaning they move faster over deep 
areas and slow down over submarine banks. Very 
steep land, above or below water, can even bend 
and re�lect waves.

The coastlines of the Indonesian archipelago 
are accentuated, in particular in the eastern part 
and especially at Sulawesi. Palu has a narrow, deep 
and long bay: perfectly designed to make tsunamis 
more intense, and more deadly.

This complex con�iguration also makes it very 
dif�icult to model potential tsunamis, so it’s hard to 
issue timely and accurate warnings to people who 
may be affected.

GET TO HIGH GROUND

The safest and simplest advice for people in coastal 
areas that have been affected by an earthquake is 
to get to higher ground immediately, and stay there 
for a couple of hours. In reality, this is a rather com-
plex problem.

Hawaii and Japan have sophisticated and 
ef�icient early warning systems. Replicating 
these in Indonesia is challenging, given the lack 

of communications infrastructure and the wide 
variety of languages spoken throughout the vast 
island archipelago.

After the 2004 Indian Ocean disaster, interna-
tional efforts were made to improve tsunami warn-
ing networks in the region. Today, Indonesia’s tsu-
nami warning system operates a network of 134 
tidal gauge stations, 22 buoys connected to sea�loor 
sensors to transmit advance warnings, land-based 
seismographs, sirens in about 55 locations, and a 
system to disseminate warnings by text message.

However, �inancing and supporting the early 
warning system in the long term is a considerable 
problem. The buoys alone cost around US$250,000 
each to install and US$50,000 annually for main-
tenance.

The three major Indonesian agencies for re-
sponsible for earthquake and tsunami disaster mit-
igation have suffered from budget cuts and internal 
struggles to de�ine roles and responsibilities.

Lastly, the Palu tsunami event has highlighted 
that our current tsunami models are insuf�icient. 
They do not properly consider multiple earthquake 
events, or the underwater landslides potentially 
caused by such quakes.

No early warning system can prevent strong 
earthquakes. Tsunamis, and the resulting infra-
structure damage and fatalities, will most certainly 
occur in the future. But with a well-developed and 
reliable early warning system, and better commu-
nication and public awareness, we can minimise 
the tragic consequences.

With earthquakes that occur very close to the 
beach – often the case in Indonesia – even an ideal 
system could not disseminate the necessary infor-
mation quickly enough. Indonesia’s geography and 
vulnerable coastal settlements makes tsunamis 
more dangerous, so we need more and concerted 
efforts to create earthquake and tsunami resilient 
communities.

[the writer is Professor, South-

ern Cross University]

Why Indonesia’s tsunamis

are so deadly

MUHAMMAD FAJAR

theconversation.com

In Indonesia’s latest crackdown 
against terrorism, the government 

has targeted universities whose staff 
and students hold radical views. A 
recent report by Indonesia’s State 
Intelligence Agency (BIN) stated that 
radical groups have in�iltrated 39% 
of universities in Indonesia.

In June, police anti-terror unit De-
tachment 88 raided Riau University 
in Pekanbaru, Riau. The police ar-
rested three people and con�iscated 
explosive materials.

Earlier this month, six universi-
ties signed an agreement with the 
National Counterterrorism Agency 
(BNPT) to counter the spread of radi-
calism in Indonesian campuses.

There are concerns that such 
crackdowns and agreements might 
threaten academic life and under-
mine students’ freedom. Some people 
believe that campuses should be free 
from any political activities.

I suggest otherwise. Universities 
are never neutral grounds that can be 
isolated from political processes. Histo-
ry has shown how universities in Indo-
nesia and other countries have become 
battlegrounds for different groups 
competing for political in�luence.

STUDENT POLITICS: 

PAST AND PRESENT

Studies on global student politics 
have shown that universities are in-
stitutions where different political 
views compete to win in�luence. This 
kind of competition also exists in In-

donesian universities.
In the lead up to the 1955 gener-

al election, student groups mirrored 
political competitions at the national 
level.

A study documents how political 
parties such as Indonesian National-
ist Party (PNI) and Indonesian Social-
ist Party (PSI) established the Indo-
nesian National Student Movement 
and the Socialist Student Movement 
to extend their in�luence on Indone-
sian campuses.

Meanwhile, another political par-
ty, Masjumi, forged links with the 
Islamic Students Association (HMI). 
Its opposition partnered with the 
Concentration of Indonesian Student 
Movements (CGMI).

HMI and CGMI were locked in a 
battle to win in�lu-
ence after the failed 
coup attempt on 
September 30, 1965. 
In the end, HMI tri-
umphed while CGMI 
and its patron, PKI, 
were banished from 
Indonesian politics.

Politics also in-
tervene in universi-
ties in Malaysia. Un-
der a New Economic 
Policy in 1969, Ma-
laysia’s Ministry of 
Education ruled ev-
ery university to use 

Malay as the language of instruction 
within academic community.

The policy drew two opposing 
reactions from student associations. 
On one side was the University of Ma-
laya’s Malay Language Society, a stu-
dent organisation exclusively for Ma-
lays. On another side was University 
of Malaya’s Student Union, a student 
organisation that accommodated 
non-Malay students’ interests.

This clash represented how the 
racial policy at the state level shaped 
the politics of Malaysian student 
movements.

Student movements in Indone-
sian and Malaysia also mirror politi-
cal development outside campuses.

In Indonesia, a study links Tarbi-
yah religious movement in universi-
ties with the Prosperous Justice Party 
(PKS), an Islamic party that has been 
able to gain considerable votes in 
post-authoritarian Indonesia.

Meanwhile, in Malaysia, progres-
sive student movements such as 
Malaysian Youth and and Students’ 
Democratic Movement (DEMA) and 
Malaysian Muslim Students’ Asso-
ciation (GAMIS) brie�ly won the po-
litical competition. The government 
responded back by replacing critical 
lecturers and screening student rep-
resentative candidates.

These cases in Indonesia and Ma-
laysia show how campuses are not 

Understanding universities

as political battle ields
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK

Memo No: 11/BT/2018             Date: 01/09/18

NOTICE INVITING RETENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, 22-Bering Tarethang GPU, invites 

sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class III 

Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Notifi cation No. 515/R&B/

PWD/Secy, dated 12.06.2018, and no. 556/R&B/PWD/Secy dated: 28.08.2018  

through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat/ Ur-

ban Local Bodies where the work is to be executed. 

The details of works and time schedule are as under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work 
put to tender 

(in Rs)

Earnest 
Money @ 
2.5% (in 

Rs)

Cost of 
Tender 
docu-

ments (in 
Rs.)

Com-
pletion 
Time.

1. Construction of 
Link road from 
Lower Dalapchen 
Kafl aytar to Ker-
abari via sunta-
lay to Daragaon 
in East Sikkim.

1,63,26,714.00 4,08,168.00 30,000.00 18 
months.

TIME SCHEDULE

1. Date of submission of complete applica� on 

with Demand dra�  of issue of Tender Docu-

ments (excluding Tender Form)

12th October 2018 (10.00am to 

1.00pm) 22-Bering Tareythang GPK.

2. Date of issue of tender Form on Submission 

of TDR (as Earnest money).

12th October 2018 2018(2.00pm to 

4.00pm) 22-Bering Tareythang GPK.

3. Last Date and Time for Submission of 

Tender

15th October 2018 (10.00am to 

1.00pm) 22-Bering Tareythang GPK.

4, Date and Time for Opening of Tender 15th October 2018 (2.30pm) 22-Ber-

ing Tareythang GPK.

For any further queries i/c conditions of contract, offi  ce of the following may be 

contacted during offi  ce hours.

Assistant Engineer

Roads & Bridges Deptt.

Pakyong Sub-Division.

R.O. No. 388/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 1.10.18

And
Divisional Engineer (East-II)

Roads & Bridges Department

Gangtok.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT ENGINER

ROADS AND BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

NAMCHI SUB-DIVISION
MEMO NO: 237/A-E(W)/SD/R&B/18-19 DATED: 1.10.18

NOTICE

The Notice Inviting Tender for the work “Construction of Road 

from Pabong Panchayat Bhawan to Pabong Sametheling Gumpa” 

published vide No. 01/R&B/Nam/2018-19, Dated: 07/09/2018 

(Serial Nis 7 (a,b,c,d,e,f) and vide R.O. No. 338/IPR/PUB/Clas-

si/18-19 Dated: 10/09/2018 has been kept in abeyance till further 

Notice.

Sd/-

ASSISTANT ENGINEER

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

NAMCHI SUB-DIVISION
R.O. No. 392/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 3.10.18

quarantined from politics. Pol-
iticians often target students to 
win their support.

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION

In addition to political students 
movements, it is important to 
note that the production of new 
knowledge in universities is 
a result of political processes. 
Facts, theories and methods are 
important, but without power 
and politics this knowledge will 
go nowhere.

The New Order regime under 
the dictatorship of Suharto tried 
to in!luence and shape social 
science research. The regime ac-
tively censored researchers that 
were critical of the government.

These researchers were 
banned from investigating sen-
sitive topics. These topics in-

clude the wealth of former pres-
ident Suharto and human rights 
violations in Aceh, East Timor 
(now Timor Leste) and Irian 
Jaya (now Papua). The New Or-
der administration created a 
watch list for scientists to tame 
their criticism.

The US shared a similar 
experience with Indonesia. 
Between 1960 and 1966, the 
country’s Defence Ministry 
increased its social research 
budget to US$160 million from 
US$10 million. The huge budget 
was allocated to support Project 
Camelot, a project to help win 
the Cold War. Scholars from rep-
utable universities like Princ-
eton University, Columbia Uni-
versity and Stanford University 
were recruited for the project.

But university academics 

do not always comply with the 
powers that aim to dominate 
knowledge production. They are 
also able to utilise their own in-
!luence and space to resist state 
domination.

One example of a mutiny by 
academics occurred in Austra-
lia. Based on interviews with 
30 academics in 10 Australian 
universities, a study documents 
protests by academics against 
the introduction of private prac-
tices in public sector institu-
tions. The protests came in the 
form of academics refusing to 
do the requested work. Instead, 
they overloaded feedback and 
evaluation systems, and refused 
to hold virtual classes and do 
administrative works.

POWER CONTEST AT 

UNIVERSITIES

Dynamics within universities 
are always political, and differ-
ent interests compete for in!lu-
ence. This competition, in turn, 
has shaped intellectual activities 
through their attempts to bring 
professors and students into po-
litical debates.

So trying to counter radical-
ism in campuses by arguing that 
universities should not engage 
in politics is a false approach.

Freedom never comes with-
out power struggle. By under-
standing that universities are 
political battle!ields, those who 
despise radicalism should mo-
bilise a coalition to !ight radi-
calism. This would be the more 
strategic move to defend aca-
demic freedom.

[the writer is PhD Student, 

Northwestern University]

contd from pg04

Understanding universities as political...

N ! D "#$, O%& 3 (PTI): The 
Centre has extended the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act 
in three districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and its eight police sta-
tion areas bordering Assam by 
another six months, in view of 
continuing activities of banned 
insurgent groups of the North-
east.

According to a noti!ication 
issued by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and eight police sta-

tions bordering Assam were de-
clared “disturbed” areas under 
the Armed Forces (Special Pow-
ers) Act (AFSPA), 1958.

“Now, therefore, Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding dis-
tricts in Arunachal Pradesh 
and the areas falling within 
the jurisdiction of the follow-
ing eight police stations in the 
districts of Arunachal Pradesh, 
bordering the State of Assam, 
are declared as ‘disturbed area’ 
under Section 3 of the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 

1958 up to March 31, 2019 
w.e.f. October 1, 2018, unless 
withdrawn earlier,” the notifi-
cation said.

The police stations include 
Balemu and Bhalukpong police 
stations in West Kameng dis-
trict, Seijosa police station in 
East Kameng district, Balijan 
police station in Papumpare dis-
trict, Namsai and Mahadevpur 
police stations in Namsai dis-
trict, Roing police station in 
Lower Dibang Valley district and 
Sunpura police station in Lohit 

district.
The decision was taken fol-

lowing a review of the law and 
order situation in the three dis-
tricts and eight police station ar-
eas concerned, a home ministry 
of!icial said.

Banned insurgent groups 
National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN-K), United Lib-
eration Front Of Assam (ULFA) 
and National Democratic Front 
of Boroland (NDFB) are active 
in these areas of Arunachal 
Pradesh.

AFSPA extended in Arunachal 

Pradesh for six months

Airtel 

launches 

VoLTE 

services 

in Bengal, 

Sikkim
K'"*+&+, O%& 3 (PTI): 

Telecom major Bharti 
Airtel on Wednesday an-
nounced the launch of 
Voice over LTE (VoLTE) 
services across West 
Bengal and Sikkim.

The New Delhi-head-
quartered company had 
rolled out the high-speed 
wireless communication 
technology in Kolkata 
earlier this year.

Airtel has been ramp-
ing up its 4G capacity in 
both the states, the com-
pany said in a release.

“There will be no ad-
ditional data charges for 
VoLTE...

In case of non-avail-
ability of 4G network, 
VoLTE calls automatical-
ly fall back on 3G/2G net-
work,” the release said.

A$-+!", O%& 3 (PTI): Bharatiya 
Janata Party general secretary 
Ram Madhav said on Wednes-
day that the party would !ight 
alone in the Mizoram assembly 
election, but might forge an al-
liance with like-minded parties.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Madhav, who is in 
charge of the Northeast, said the 
BJP would !ield candidates in all 
the 40 assembly seats if possi-
ble.

On the Opposition calling 
Mizo National Front (MNF) 
“proxy” of the BJP, the gener-
al secretary termed it “ridicu-
lous”. The party would contest 
against the MNF and the Nation-
al People’s Party in the polls, 
though they are constituents of 
North-East Democratic Alliance 

(NEDA).
NEDA is a political coalition 

formed in 2016 by the BJP, along 
with regional political parties of 
the northeast like Naga People’s 
Front, Sikkim Democratic Front, 
People’s Party of Arunachal, 
Asom Gana Parishad and 

Bodoland People’s Front.
He asserted that the BJP “re-

spected” the food habits, dis-
tinct cultural and customs of the 
Mizos and their religion.

Madhav accused the ruling 
Congress, headed by Chief Min-
ister Lal Thanhawla -- in power 

for 10 years -- of being corrupt 
and inef!icient.

The Thanhawla regime did 
not create any basic infrastruc-
ture development during the 
last decade, though the Centre 
initiated several developmental 
projects and funding the proj-
ects, the BJP leader said.

If voted to power, the BJP 
would construct a four-lane 
highway across the state, linking 
both Myanmar and Bangladesh, 
Madhav said. The proposed 
highway would ensure access 
to the international market and 
open the east-west corridor for 
trade.

He added that engineering 
colleges would be established at 
Lunglei and Champhai districts 
if the saffron party wins.

BJP to go it alone in Mizoram poll: Ram Madhav

K'"*+&+, O%& 3 (PTI): A 
!ire broke out in the dis-
pensary of the state-run 
Medical College and Hos-
pital here Wednesday 
following which around 
250 patients have been 
evacuated from the 
premises, !ire of!icials 
said.

No one has been in-
jured in the the blaze that 
broke out at 8 am in the 
dispensary located on 
the ground !loor. Ten !ire 
tenders have been en-
gaged for taming the !ire, 
the of!icials said.

Some of the evacu-
ated patients have been 
shifted to other state-run 
hospitals.

The Medical College 
and Hospital, Kolkata, 
commonly referred to as 
Calcutta Medical College, 
was established in 1835 
and is the second oldest 
medical college in India 
after Ecole de Medecine 
of Puducherry.

Thick smoke was 
seen billowing from the 
ground !loor of the hospi-
tal’s main building where 
the dispensary is housed. 
Medicines stocked in the 
dispensary have been re-
duced to ashes.

A senior !ire of!icial 
said the !ire has been 
brought under control.

“Fire broke out at 
the medicine counter at 
around 8 am. Since this 
is a huge medical facili-
ty and so many patients 
come here everyday, we 
did not want to take any 
chance,” a senior !ire of!i-
cial said.

A disaster manage-
ment team of the Kolkata 
Police, !ire of!icials and 
senior of!icials are on the 
spot.

“I have been told that 
patients have been evac-
uated. We are looking 
into the incident,” May-
or Sovan Chattopadhyay 
said.

Fire at Kolkata’s Medical
College Hospital, 250 

patients evacuated

CPI(M) 

mouthpiece: 

Editors Guild 

demands 

revocation of 

RNI order
N ! D "#$, O%& 3 (PTI): 
The Editors Guild of In-
dia on Wednesday de-
manded the revocation 
of an order by the Reg-
istrar of Newspapers for 
India cancelling the reg-
istration of ‘Daily Desher 
Katha’, a mouthpiece of 
the CPI-M in Tripura, and 
a probe into whether the 
decision was politically 
motivated.

In a letter on Monday, 
the Registrar of News-
papers in India (RNI) 
said the publication was 
being suspended based 
on a verdict passed by 
the district magistrate of 
West Tripura, Sandeep 
Mahatme.

It cited “unauthorised 
change of ownership” as 
the reason for the cancel-
lation of the Bengali dai-
ly’s registration.

The Editors Guild of 
India, in a statement, said 
it condemns the decision 
of the RNI to cancel the 
registration of ‘Daily 
Desher Katha’, which is 
published from Agartala.

“The Guild is of the 
view that cancellation 
of the registration of a 
publication on the mere 
!inding that there was a 
mismatch between the 
information of the editor, 
printer and publisher is 
not only a gross overre-
action but also a draco-
nian step that throttles 
freedom of the media,” 
the statement said.

N ! D "#$, O%& 3 (PTI): Seven 
Rohingya immigrants, who have 
been staying in Assam illegally, will 
be deported to their home country 
Myanmar Thursday, of!icials said 
in New Delhi.

This is for the !irst time Ro-
hingya immigrants would be sent 
back to Myanmar from India.

Seven Rohingya immigrants 
will be handed over to Myanmar 
authorities at Moreh border post 
in Manipur Thursday, a home min-
istry of!icial said.

The illegal immigrants have 
been staying at a detention centre 
in Silchar, Assam, since 2012, when 

they were detained by police.
Consular access had been given 

to Myanmar diplomats, who con-
!irmed the identity of the immi-
grants, the of!icial said.

Another of!icial said the con!ir-
mation of the Myanmarese citizen-
ship of the illegal immigrants came 
after the government of the neigh-
bouring country veri!ied their ad-
dresses in Rakhine State.

The Indian government told 
Parliament last year that more 
than 14,000 Rohingya people, reg-
istered with the UN refugee agency 
UNHCR, stay in India.

However, aid agencies estimate 

there are about 40,000 Rohingya 
people in the country.

Hundreds of thousands of Ro-
hingya Muslims, described by the 
UN as the most persecuted minori-
ty in the world, !led their homes 
last year to escape an alleged 
crackdown by the Myanmarese 
military.

Human rights group Amnesty 
International has blamed Myan-
mar’s State Counsellor Aung San 
Suu Kyi and the country’s govern-
ment for “burying their heads in 
the sand over the horrors unfold-
ing in Rakhine State”.

India to deport 7 Rohingyas to Myanmar Thursday

I/0#+", O%& 2 (PTI): A 
team of civil and army 
of!icials from Myanmar 
took part in a cleanliness 
drive Tuesday at the 
border towns of Moreh 
in Manipur’s Tengnoupal 
district and Tamu in the 
neighbouring country, on 
the occasion of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s 149th birth 
anniversary.

The drive, jointly 
organised by the Mani-
pur police, the district 
administration and the 
Assam Rifles, began 
around 7am near bor-
der pillar 76 and con-
tinued for three hours, 
covering the two towns 
and the ‘No Man’s Land’ 

in between, Superinten-
dent of Police S Ibomcha 
said.

“At least 40 Myama-
rese of!icials took part in 
the cleanliness drive to-
day. It was organised as 
part of Swacchata hi Seva 
campaign of the central 

government,” he said.
A similar initiative, 

led by 7th Manipur Ri-
!les Commanding Of!i-
cer L Priyadarshini, was 
also witnessed at Khu-
rai Lamlong Market in 
Imphal East district.

Over 20 personnel 

of Manipur Rilfes and 
volunteers of several 
local clubs took part in 
the Imphal East drive in 
the morning, which con-
tinued for around two 
hours, a senior police 
officer in the district 
said.

Myanmar of icials take part in Manipur cleanliness drive
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R�����, O � 3 (PTI): India captain Virat 
Kohli Wednesday said top-order batting 
is the only aspect left to be sorted in the 
Test team and “enough space” would be 
given to youngsters such as Prithvi Shaw 
to showcase their talent con�idently.

Kohli said experimentation can only be 
done in the top-order and has high hopes 
from the 18-year-old Shaw, who will make 
his Test debut on Thursday in the opening 
game against the West Indies here. Shaw 
is expected to open alongside K L Rahul.

“We have a change at the top of the or-
der. We will give these guys enough space 
and enough chances to feel comfortable at 
that position. We want them to be con�i-
dent of what they are doing,” Kohli said in 
the pre-match press conference.

“The lower-order is all about contri-
bution, there is no change needed there. 
Rishabh (Pant) is new but Ashwin and 
Jadeja have performed in so many games 
at home they just need to replicate it 
abroad.

“Apart from the top-order getting ce-
mented, I don’t think with these Two Test 
there is a lot we are looking at. Rest of the 
things are quite settled,” he added.

After series losses in South Africa and 
England, the Indian team management 
was slammed for making too many chang-
es in the playing eleven but Kohli justi�ied 

the decisions made.
“...you need your best eleven on the 

park. In the past, most of the changes have 
been made in the bowling combination 
and people have conveniently taken oth-
erwise. The bowlers that have sat out have 
never felt they have been hard done by,” 
said Kohli.

“The motive has always been to pick 
the best eleven and we have hardly tin-
kered with the batting order barring a 

couple of guys who have not been in form. 
We have utilised the conditions to the 
maximum wherever we have gone,” he 
said referring to the bowlers’ good work 
in South Africa and England.

Kohli said the �inal XI is always picked 
based on the conditions that the team is 
facing.

“We have been able to pick up 20 wick-
ets because of the fact we played people 
who are suited for the conditions. Batting 

has not been up to the mark and that is 
why we have not done well in England.

“No one wants to do something differ-
ent every game. It is all about what is in 
front of you and accordingly you pick your 
best eleven,” said the skipper.

Contributions from the lower-or-
der helped England win the series 4-1 
as openers from both teams struggled 
in tough conditions for major part of the 
�ive-Test series. While India’s lower-order 
comprising R Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja 
have done well at home, they can do a lot 
better overseas, according to Kohli.

“Everyone on the outside also knows 
the areas we need to improve on. If you 
look at the sides which win Test matches, 
contribution at the top and contribution 
of the lower-order are more crucial than 
contribution of the middle order.

“Whatever happens in middle order 
is connected to either what top-order or 
lower-order does. The reason England 
were better than us because their low-
er-order did well. I won’t say their top-or-
der did better than us. We realise that,” he 
explained.

Kohli said the lower-order must per-
form better ahead of the Australia tour 
next month.

“See in home conditions, we are not 
bothered by it because we have done real-

ly well as far as lower-order contributions 
are concerned. But de�initely we would 
like to take the West Indies series as a 
benchmark we want to set.

“With a couple of new guys coming at 
the top, they have an opportunity to show-
case their skill sets and show why selec-
tors have backed them,” he said.

Kohli is back in action after a break. He 
missed the Asia Cup in Dubai to give his 
back much-needed rest and is raring to go 
again.

“I feel rejuvenated again both mentally 
and physically. I needed the break after the 
intensity with which the tours of South Af-
rica and England went. People usually talk 
about workloads but they don’t usually un-
derstand the concept. They refer to work-
load as number of games played,” he said.

“There is no workload if you make zero 
in every game. If I bat for six hours that is 
workload,” he added.

Managing the workload of players will 
be given top priority ahead of the 2019 
World Cup, he said.

“I de�initely needed a break because of 
my back . Looking at the World Cup these 
things are very important to consider, to 
give players ample rest and opportunity 
to train well and come back stronger. You 
don’t want them breaking down in crucial 
times,” asserted the skipper.

Kohli says top-order needs sorting, promises enough space to youngsters

YOSHITA SINGH

N!" Y�#�, O � 3 (PTI): Pepsico’s 
Indian-origin CEO Indra Nooyi, 
who will step down Wednesday 
after 12 years at the helm of the 
global beverage giant, said that “lot 
of fuel” is still left in her “tank” and 
she looks forward to doing some-
thing different with her life and 
spend more time with her family.

Chennai-born Nooyi not only 
broke the glass ceiling in corpo-
rate America when she was named 
CEO of the global beverage giant 
in 2006 but, through her journey, 
inspired millions of young Indians 
who dreamed of and aspired to 
emulate the success the India-born 
woman achieved in America.

In her concluding remarks 
during PepsiCo’s Third Quarter 
2018 Earnings Conference Call on 
Tuesday, Nooyi said, “You know 12 
years is a long time as a CEO, and 
even though I have a lot of fuel still 
left in my tank. I wanted to do some-
thing different with my life. Spend 
more time with my family and give 
the next generation in PepsiCo a 
chance to lead this great company.”

Nooyi said she has been bless-
ed to have had the opportunity to 
lead PepsiCo and work with such 
incredible people including our 

outstanding board, executives and 
other associates, our customers 
and other partners, our sharehold-
ers and all our other stakeholders.

Nooyi will step down after 24 
years with the company, the last 
12 as CEO. She will remain Chair-
man until early 2019 to ensure a 
smooth and seamless transition.

PepsiCo’s Board of Directors 
had in August announced that 
they unanimously elected Ramon 
Laguarta, 54, to succeed Nooyi, 62, 
as Chief Executive Of�icer. Laguarta 
was also elected to the company’s 
Board of Directors, effective Octo-

ber 3.
One of the most powerful and 

in�luential business leaders in the 
world, Nooyi was regularly fea-
tured on power lists compiled by 
Forbes and Fortune magazines. 
She was also among the few female 
executives to lead global corporate 
giants. Just under �ive per cent of 
Fortune 500 companies currently 
have a female CEO.

Apart from being a prominent 
face of women leadership across 
the world, she was also the epit-
ome of success for the millions of 
young Indians who aspired to be 

like her as they watched her jour-
ney through the ranks of PepsiCo 
and eventually leading the global 
conglomerate.

She was among the �irst of a 
handful of India-born executives to 
helm global corporates. Nooyi was 
appointed as CEO in 2006, becoming 
PepsiCo’s �ifth chief executive in its 
41-year history, and the �irst woman.

Nooyi, a mother of two daugh-
ters, was also very vocal about the 
challenges women faced in trying 
to �ind a balance in managing their 
home and work. She had famous-
ly said at an Aspen Ideas Festival 
in Colorado in 2014 that women 
“cannot have it all.”

In a parting letter she wrote be-
fore stepping down as CEO, Nooyi 
shared some re�lections on what 
she has learnt during her tenure 
and the lessons that have guided 
her throughout my career.

“Think hard about time,” she 
said. “We have so little of it on this 
earth. Make the most of your days, 
and make space for the loved ones 
who matter most. Take it from me. 
I’ve been blessed with an amaz-
ing career, but if I’m being honest, 
there have been moments I wish 
I’d spent more time with my chil-
dren and family. So, I encourage 

you: be mindful of your choices on 
the road ahead, she said.

Nooyi wrote in the letter that 
serving as PepsiCo’s CEO has been 
the honour of a lifetime.

Now it’s on to the next adven-
ture for us all. Thinking about my 
life beyond PepsiCo, I’m reminded 
of the words of the great Su�i mys-
tic Rumi, she said. Quoting Rumi, 
she said, Goodbyes are only for 
those who love with their eyes. 
Because for those who love with 
heart and soul, there is no such 
thing as separation.

In the conference call, Nooyi 
said throughout her tenure, Pep-
siCo has strived to achieve a dif�i-
cult balance between attending to 
short term pressures while man-
aging for the long-term.

She noted that PepsiCo has 
made positive contributions to 
communities around the globe in 
which it operates through its sup-
port of access to clean drinking 
water, human rights, nutrition, ag-
ricultural programmes and many 
more initiatives.

She said in the midst of manag-
ing the business for the long-term, 
PepsiCo also delivered strong and 
consistent �inancial performance 
speci�ically during the period 2006 

to 2017.
Net revenue grew more than 

80 per cent and the company add-
ed a new billion dollar brand al-
most every other year. We return 
USD 79 billion to shareholders 
through dividends and share re-
purchases. Our market capitalisa-
tion increased by USD 68 billion. 
Dividends per share nearly tripled 
from USD 1.16 to USD 3.17, and we 
generated total shareholder return 
of 162 per cent, she said.

The quarterly earnings report 
on Nooyi’s �inal day on the job beat 
analyst estimates. Revenue rose 
1.5 per cent to USD 16.5 billion 
while earnings totalled USD 1.59 a 
share, both �igures beating analyst 
estimates.

Nooyi described her successor 
Laguarta as a terri�ic executive with 
a long and proven track record of 
growing businesses. She said he 
has a deep understanding of the 
changing preferences of consumers 
and other critical trends unfold-
ing around the world, and he has 
demonstrated that he knows how 
to navigate them successfully.

She expressed con�idence he 
will lead PepsiCo to “new and 
greater heights in the years to 
come.

Lot of fuel still left in my tank, want to do something different with life: Nooyi

S�� �$�%&, O � 3 

(AFP): US scientists 
Frances Arnold and 
George Smith and British 
researcher Gregory Win-
ter won the Nobel Chem-
istry Prize on Wednesday 
for applying the princi-
ples of evolution to de-
velop enzymes used to 
make everything from 
biofuels to pharmaceuti-
cals, the jury said.

Arnold, just the �ifth 
woman to win the No-
bel Chemistry Prize, 
won one half of the nine 
million Swedish kronor 
(about USD 1.01 million 
or 870,000 euros) award, 
while Smith and Winter 
shared the other half.

“The 2018 Nobel 
Laureates in Chemistry 
have taken control of 
evolution and used it for 
purposes that bring the 
greatest bene�it to hu-
mankind,” the Swedish 
Royal Academy of Scienc-
es said.

The trio used the 
same principles of evo-
lution -- genetic change 
and selection -- to de-
velop proteins used in a 
range of �ields.

“They have applied 
the principles of Darwin 

in test tubes. They have 
used the molecular un-
derstanding we have of 
the evolutionary process 
and recreated the pro-
cess in their labs,” the 
head of the Academy’s 
Nobel Chemistry com-
mittee, Claes Gustafsson, 
told reporters.

“They have been able 
to make evolution many 
1000s of times faster and 
redirect it to create new 
proteins.” Arnold, 62, is 
a professor of chemical 
engineering at the Cali-
fornia Institute of Tech-
nology. Her work has 
made it possible to solve 

problems such as replac-
ing toxic chemicals like 
fossil fuels.

Her method of creat-
ing new proteins with de-
sired properties is being 
used to convert renew-
able resources like sugar 
cane into biofuels, and to 
make more environmen-
tally friendly chemical 
substances, improving 
everyday products such 
as laundry and dishwash-
ing detergents to enhance 
their performance in cold 
temperatures.

Smith, of the Uni-
versity of Missouri, and 
Winter, 67, of the MRC 

Laboratory of Molecular 
Biology at Cambridge, 
meanwhile developed an 
“elegant method” known 
as phage display, where 
a bacteriophage -- a vi-
rus that infects bacteria 
-- can be used to evolve 
new proteins, the jury 
said.

Pharmaceuticals for 
rheumatoid arthritis, pso-
riasis and in�lammatory 
bowel diseases have re-
sulted from their research, 
as well as anti-bodies 
that can neutralise toxins, 
counteract autoimmune 
diseases and cure meta-
static cancer.

Trio win Nobel Chemistry Prize for 

research harnessing evolution

B�'*���, O � 3 (AFP): The glit-
tering Thai bay immortalised in 
the movie “The Beach” will be 
closed inde�initely to allow it to 
recover from the impact of hordes 
of tourists, an of�icial said Wednes-
day, as a temporary ban on visitors 
expired.

Maya Bay, ringed by cliffs on Ko 
Phi Phi Ley island, was made fa-
mous when it featured in the 2000 
�ilm starring Leonardo DiCaprio.

It was initially shut for four 
months in June due to beach ero-
sion and pollution as the white-
sand paradise sagged under pres-
sure from thousands of day-trip-
pers arriving by boat.

But a survey of the problem 
during the temporary ban made 
clear that the short-term �ix was 

not going to work and that the 
damage was worse than originally 
thought.

“We have evaluated each month 
and found out that the ecological 
system was seriously destroyed 
from tourism of up to 5,000 peo-
ple daily,” Songtam Suksawang, di-
rector of the National Parks of�ice, 
told AFP.

“It’s very dif�icult to remedy 
and rehabilitate because its beach 
was completely destroyed as well 
the plants which cover it,” he said, 
adding it was “impossible” for re-
covery to occur in the allotted time.

Thailand’s Department of Na-
tional Parks, Wildlife and Plant 
Conservation announced the in-
de�inite closure in a royal gazette 
published on October 1.

It said that the restrictions on 
tourism would not be lifted until 
the ecosystem “fully recovers to a 
normal situation”.

Besides beach erosion, heavy 
traf�ic around the azure waters can 
also damage sensitive coral reefs, 
already vulnerable to rising sea 
temperatures and climate change.

Countries across the region 
from the Philippines to Indonesia 
are waking up to the problem of 
beach tourism overload and the 
plastic waste and degradation that 
can come with it.

Philippines President Rodri-
go Duterte announced in April a 
six-month closure of the popular 
Boracay beach resort, calling the 
destination a “cesspool”.

Thai bay made famous in ‘The 

Beach’ shut indefi nitely
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D����, O�  3 (AP): President Donald 
Trump says Saudi Arabia’s king “might not 
be there for two weeks” without US mili-
tary support, further increasing his pres-
sure on one of America’s closest Mideast 
allies over rising oil prices.

As crude oil prices reach a four-year 
high, Trump repeatedly has demanded 
OPEC and Saudi Arabia, the world’s big-
gest oil exporter, push prices down. How-
ever, analysts are warning prices could 
go up to 100 a barrel as the world’s pro-
duction is already stretched and Trump’s 
sanctions on Iran’s oil industry take effect 
in early November.

Criticizing America’s longstanding 
military relationships with allies has 
been a hallmark of Trump’s presidential 
campaign and his time in of�ice. Trump 
returned to that theme Tuesday night in 
Southaven, Mississippi, mentioning both 
Japan and South Korea.

However, Trump’s comments on Sau-
di Arabia implied the kingdom’s Al Saud 
monarchy, which oversees the holiest sites 
in Islam, would collapse without Ameri-

can military support.
“We protect Saudi Arabia would you 

say they’re rich?” Trump asked the cheer-

ing crowd. “And I love the king, King Sal-
man, but I said, ‘King we’re protecting you. 
You might not be there for two weeks with-

out us. You have to pay for your military, 
you have to pay.’” Trump didn’t elaborate 
on when he made the comments to Saud 
Arabia’s 82-year-old monarch. Trump 
and King Salman last shared a reported 
telephone call on Saturday, in which they 
discussed “efforts to maintain supplies to 
ensure the stability of the oil market and 
ensure the growth of the global economy,” 
according to the state-run Saudi Press 
Agency.

There was no immediate reaction 
Wednesday in Saudi Arabia to Trump’s 
remarks. Riyadh has worked to cultivate 
warm relations with Trump after having 
rocky moments with former President 
Barack Obama.

Saudi Arabia welcomed Trump for his 
�irst overseas trip as president. Trump’s 
administration, particularly his son-in-law 
Jared Kushner, has sought a close relation-
ship with King Salman’s son Mohammed 
bin Salman, the country’s crown price and 
next in line to the throne.

But oil prices seem to be getting in the 
way, especially as benchmark Brent crude 

oil is near 85 a barrel a four-year high. 
Trump in July tweeted without evidence 
that Saudi Arabia would increase its pro-
duction “maybe up to 2,000,000 barrels” a 
day. Saudi Arabia currently produces some 
10 million barrels of crude oil a day. Its re-
cord is 10.72 million barrels a day.

Meanwhile, U.S. gasoline prices are up 
ahead of November midterm elections in 
which Trump already faces political head-
winds. The average price for a gallon of 
regular gasoline in the U.S. is 2.88, up from 
2.55 a year ago, according to AAA.

Trump criticized oil producers in his 
speech before the U.N. General Assembly 
last week.

“OPEC and OPEC nations are, as usu-
al, ripping off the rest of the world, and 
I don’t like it. Nobody should like it,” he 
said. “We defend many of these nations for 
nothing, and then they take advantage of 
us by giving us high oil prices. Not good. 
We want them to stop raising prices. We 
want them to start lowering prices and 
they must contribute substantially to mili-
tary protection from now on.”

Trump: Saudi king wouldn’t last 2 weeks without US support

P�!�, O�  3 (AP): “Awesome Indonesia,” a 
young man shouted sarcastically as a crowd of 
people, some pushing their arms elbow deep 
into a jumbled pile of sodden food and debris, 
searched for anything edible in the shell of a 
warehouse that tsunami waves had pounded.

Clamoring over the reeking pile or staking 
out a patch of territory, the people pulled out 
small cartons of milk, soft drinks, rice, sweets 
and painkillers. One man digging out packets of 
biscuits had half submerged himself in the mess.

They had come from devastated neighbor-
hoods and elsewhere in the remote Indonesian 
city of Palu, which was hit by a magnitude 7.5 
earthquake and powerful tsunami on Friday. 
They were young and old, middle class and 
poor, university students and sullen young men.

“We came here because we heard there was 
food,” said Rehanna, a 23-year-old student, 
wearing a bright red motorcycle helmet. “We 
need clean water, rice.” She pulled out a prize - a pack-
et of red rice wedged beneath a plank.

She’d come from Balaroa, a neighborhood of sev-
eral hundred houses in Palu that was turned upside 
down by the quake and where residents still remain 
buried beneath the rubble.

“I’m very angry,” she said about the lack of aid. “I 
know the assistance is coming, but the distribution is 
very bad.” Of�icials say more than 1,200 people were 

killed in the twin tragedies that hit Palu and the sur-
rounding district of Donggala on Sulawesi island. The 
death toll is expected to rise.

Search and rescue personnel are overwhelmed 
by a multitude of hard-hit areas, including a neigh-
borhood that was swallowed by the earth when the 
ground liqui�ied during the quake. Aid is only trick-
ling in, and �ive days after the disaster, the region re-
mains without power. Indonesia, in a rare move, has 
appealed for international help.

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo visited Palu for 
a second time Wednesday, visiting a collapsed hotel 
where search and rescue workers are still searching 
for victims. The focus on the hotel has angered some 
in Palu, who wonder why their own neighborhoods, 
such as Belaroa, are being neglected. Aid being dis-
tributed in Palu on Wednesday included red and 
white bags - the colors of the Indonesian �lag - marked 
as being supplied by the president’s of�ice.

A stretch of Palu’s coastline once occupied by ware-

houses, but now a tangled unrecognizable mess, 
was being picked over by hundreds of people for 
anything salvageable. People carried away cor-
rugated iron, wood, pipes and other materials, 
hoping to build shelters or sell them for cash.

Furniture maker Khairul Hassan said he 
was working nearby when the quake hit and 
ran to hills behind the warehouses. He said he 
saw women and children swallowed by the 
tsunami waves and trapped warehouse work-
ers swept out to sea.

In the shells of a row of buildings still stand-
ing, word had spread that there was a cache of 
food, and dozens milled about.

“I’m looking for this for my kids,” said Andi 
Arif, holding a bottle of syrup. “There is some 
aid, but we never got it.” Fifty-year-old Ros-
minah sat on the pile, a plastic shopping bag 
bulging with muddied packets of food next to 
her, chatting as she picked through the debris.

“There’s no support. Our house was destroyed,” 
said Rosminah, who like many Indonesians uses one 
name. “We came here to search for food. There’s no 
assistance. We have to �ind it by ourselves.” Outside, 
So�iyan, a farmer, was guarding an icebox and buckets 
stuffed with bottles of syrup, condensed milk, engine 
oil and pest killer.

“We really need fuel for a generator so we can boil 
water for drinking and washing,” he said.

Indonesia disaster survivors search debris for food, drinks

W�"#�$% &$, O�  3 

(AFP): A veteran Saudi 
journalist who has been 
critical of the govern-
ment has gone missing 
after visiting the king-
dom’s consulate in Istan-
bul, the Washington Post 
reported.

Jamal Khashoggi, who 
writes opinion pieces for 
the Post, has not been 
seen since entering the 
consulate in the after-
noon, according to his 
�iance who accompanied 
him but waited outside 
until it closed, the news-
paper said.

Khashoggi, a former 
government advisor who 
went into self-imposed 
exile in the United States 
last year to avoid possi-
ble arrest, has been criti-
cal of some of the policies 
of Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
and Riyadh’s interven-
tion in the war in Yemen.

“We have been un-
able to reach Jamal today 
and are very concerned 
about where he may be,” 
the Post’s international 
opinions editor Eli Lopez 
said in a statement.

“We are monitoring 
the situation closely, try-
ing to gather more infor-
mation. It would be un-
fair and outrageous if he 

has been detained for his 
work as a journalist and 
commentator.” The US 
State Department said it 
was investigating.

“We have seen these 
reports and are seeking 
more information at this 
time,” an of�icial said.

Khashoggi has writ-
ten pieces critical of some 
of the crown prince’s 
policies and said that 
before he left the king-
dom the Saudi govern-
ment banned him from 
Twitter “when I cau-
tioned against an overly 
enthusiastic embrace 
of then-President-elect 
Donald Trump”.

In a Global Opin-
ions piece for the Post 
in September last year, 
Khashoggi wrote: “When 
I speak of the fear, intim-
idation, arrests and pub-
lic shaming of intellectu-
als and religious leaders 
who dare to speak their 
minds, and then I tell you 
that I’m from Saudi Ara-
bia, are you surprised?” 
Saudi Arabia, which 
ranks 169th out of 180 
on an RSF World Press 
Freedom Index, has pro-
moted a modernization 
campaign since the 2017 
appointment of Prince 
Mohammed as heir to the 
throne.

Saudi journalist and govt 
critic ‘missing in Turkey’

B�""��, O�  3 (AFP): A 
small boat carrying mi-
grants has capsized off 
Guinea-Bissau, a port 
of�icial said, adding that 
the vessel may have had 
more than 60 people on 
board when it set off.

Commander Siga Ba-
tista said the pirogue, a 
narrow wooden �ishing 
vessel, sank on Mon-
day night off the impov-
erished West African 
country, which has 200 
kilometres (120 miles) 
of coastline and no patrol 
ships to save lives on the 
high seas.

“An overloaded pi-
rogue, transporting ille-
gal migrants, capsized 
in our waters,” Batista 
told AFP by telephone, 
saying that the �isheries 
surveillance department 
had alerted him to the 
disaster.

“We don’t know how 
many people were on 
board when the boat 
sank, nor their identity 
or even their nationality. 
But according to infor-
mation that has reached 
me there were more than 

60 people on board the 
pirogue,” Batista added.

No survivors have 
been found but local ra-
dio stations have asked 
�ishermen to tell author-
ities if they spot any bod-
ies or passengers still 
alive.

“Due to the �inancial 
situation, we have had 
dif�iculty organising a 
rescue operation,” Batis-
ta said.

The coastal surveil-
lance agency has two 
speedboats, but these 
are often prevented from 
leaving the port due to 
lack of fuel, a navy of�icer 
told AFP on condition of 
anonymity.

Guinea-Bissau, a for-
mer Portuguese colo-
ny, is one of the world’s 
poorest countries.

The 44th anniversary 
of independence on Sep-
tember 24 passed with-
out festivities as all avail-
able �inancial resources 
were put towards organ-
ising legislative elections 
scheduled for November 
18.

60 migrants

feared drowned in Guinea-

Bissau capsize
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