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“stNm hospital ‘fully prepared’ 
for every covid-19 eventuality”

Sandeep praSad
GanGtok, 03 apr: 

STNM Hospital at Socheygang 
is fully prepared for any 

COVID-19 eventuality in the 
State, the Hospital’s Medical 
Superintendent, Dr Passang P 
Bhutia, assured today. 

Speaking about prepara-
tions already made by the hos-
pital, Dr Bhutia informed that 
the 8th and 9th floors of the 
hospital have been appointed 
as isolation wards for treat-

ment of COVID-19 patients. 
Thus far, no one has tested 

positive for Novel Coronavirus 
in Sikkim.

He informed that a team of 
doctors has been constituted 
for COVID-19 and that each 
team will work for 14 days 
and will then be sent to quar-
antine, their responsibilities 
being taken over by the next 
team.  This system, he said, will 
continue till there was need to 
treat COVID-19 cases, a situa-

tion which has still arisen for 
Sikkim. 

The quarantine facility for 
doctors and other health work-
ers has been prepared in the 
annex building of STNM Hos-
pital.

SNTM Hospital spokesper-
son, Dr Y Bhutia, in turn de-
tailed that the isolation wards 
have 200 beds and personal 
protective equipment will be 
provided to doctor and health 
workers when the situation de-

mands. 
She added that daily training 

was being provided to health 
workers in the hospital.

As per a Bulletin issued by 
the Health Department today, 
thus far COVID-19 tests have 
been done for 35 suspected cas-
es, all of which have returned 
negative.

Meanwhile, as of 03 April, 
1,112 people across the State 
are under Home Quarantine and 
107 at facility Quarantine.

Crowded in camps, rohingya refugees vulnerable to virus
Dhaka, apr 3 (ap): Aid workers are bracing for a 
possible outbreak of the coronavirus in one of the 
world’s largest refugee camps in Bangladesh, with 
officials warning that containing the disease among 
more than 1 million tightly packed Rohingya Muslims 
will be a daunting task.
With about 40,000 people per square kilometer 
(103,600 per square mile) living in plastic shacks 
side by side, which is more than 40 times the average 
density of Bangladesh, the refugees are dangerously 
exposed to the virus.
Each shack is barely 10 square meters (107 square 
feet) and many are overcrowded with up to 12 people.

There have been no reported cases of infection 
in the camps yet, but officials remain concerned. The 
U.N. is not doing any testing for the virus but sends 
any suspected cases to a government hospital.

We are doing our best to protect them, but if the 
virus breaks out it will be a tough job for all of us, Mo-
hammad Shamsuddoza, the additional refugee, relief 
and repatriation commissioner of Bangladesh, told 
The Associated Press by phone from Cox’s Bazar on 
the border with Myanmar, from where the Rohingya 
have fled a government crackdown.

He said the 34 camps are a major challenge despite 

preparations to provide better health care services.
It’s overcrowded, every family has multiple mem-

bers, he said. So this is practically very difficult to 
keep them separated. Rachel Wolff, senior director for 
the aid group World Vision in Cox’s Bazar, said social 
distancing is almost impossible for families.

Bangladesh has reported six deaths and 54 cas-
es of COVID-19 amid concerns that the virus could 
spread in the South Asian country through Bangla-
deshis who have returned from Italy and other places 
struggling with the disease.

Many of those returning did not respect social dis-
tancing or stay in self-quarantine.

One reason for the low number of reported cases 
could be insufficient testing as health care facilities 
initially lacked testing kits. Bangladesh, a nation of 
160 million, is currently under a lockdown until April 
11 to help contain the virus, and troops are out to en-
force the stay-at-home rules.

Mohammad Kamal Hossain, the top government 
administrator in Cox’s Bazar, said foreigners have 
been banned from frequent visits to the camps un-
less they are absolutely necessary.” They have been 
instructed to carry on work in a limited scope, he said.

A 100-bed isolation ward was built inside the 

camps and another 200-bed hospital with modern 
facilities is being deployed in cooperation with the 
World Health Organization, he said.

The U.N. refugee agency said about 1,200 addi-
tional beds were being readied just outside the camps 
at Ukhiya and Teknaf.

Louise Donovan, UNHCR communications officer 
in Cox’s Bazar, said planning was also underway for 
1,700 more beds in cooperation with the Internation-
al Organization for Migration, UNICEF and Save the 
Children International.

Donovan said water and soaps are being wide-
ly distributed, and thousands of community health 
workers including the refugees themselves were be-
ing trained.

Others working in the camps are told to spread 
awareness about the virus. Mosque imams and local 
leaders have also been engaged.

Communications are ongoing through radio spots, 
video, posters, leaflets and messages in Rohingya, Bur-
mese and Bengali languages, explaining how the virus 
spreads, how people can protect themselves and their 
families, symptoms and care-seeking, Donovan said.

Fear gripped the camps after a 75-year-old Ban-
gladeshi woman in nearby Cox’s Bazar town tested 

positive for the coronavirus. A Rohingya family of four 
who returned from India recently also was quaran-
tined for 14 days in a U.N. transit camp.

The message is reaching the refugees.
The organizations working here told us about 

cough, cold and soar throat being the symptoms of 
the coronavirus, Golforaj Begum, a 54-year-old refu-
gee, told the AP at Kutupalong camp.

They also told us how to maintain our safety. Such 
as not to go to other rooms, maintaining a 5-foot dis-
tance from one another, not to mix in a crowd, wash-
ing hands properly before cooking and eating. They 
also told us to keep our backyards clean, she said.

The Rohingya have fled Myanmar since August 
2017, when Myanmar’s military launched counterin-
surgency operations in response to rebel attacks. Se-
curity forces have been accused of mass rapes, killings 
and burning thousands of homes.

Myanmar’s government has long considered 
the Rohingya to be migrants from Bangladesh, even 
though their families have lived in the Buddhist-ma-
jority country for generations. Nearly all have been 
denied citizenship since 1982, effectively render-
ing them stateless. They are also denied freedom of 
movement and other basic rights including education.

Mount distilleries shifts to 
manufacturing hand sanitizers
aFter donatInG 13,000+ BottLeS, dIStILLerY 

StartS CoMMerCIaL proDUCTION

SuMMIt report
GanGtok, 03 apr:

Sikkim-based Mount Distilleries, which had shifted to manufacturing hand 
sanitizers immediately after the Excise Department, on 24 March, directed 

distilleries here to start producing hand sanitizers, is now ready with its product 
– Doctor Safe; this, after the company has already donated more than 13,000+ 
bottles of its hand sanitizer in the State.

A press communiqué from Mouth Distilleries informs that it has already sup-
plied 10,000 bottles to the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund free of cost and donated 
1,000 bottles to UD&HD for free distribution among the Safai Karmacharis and 
another 2,000 bottles to the Indian Army troops stationed in Sikkim.

In addition, MDL also distributed hand sanitizers to the Public Health Cen-
tre, Check-post, Police Station and Nagar Panchayat at Rangpo, Singtam and 
Gangtok. These were handed over to the Health, Industry and the Excise Depart-
ments, it is informed. 

The employees, the release adds, have volunteered to undertake a distribu-
tion drive in the villages of Rangpo, Majhitar, Singtam and adjoining villages. 

MDL Managing Director, Rishi Kumar Mittal, shares that the staff, workers, 
drivers and all other agents showed great enthusiasm and a degree of strength 
and integrity in this time of adversity. 

The priority of the distribution drive has been the public with little or no 
access to these hand-sanitizers, he adds. 

The company has now begun commercial production under the brand name, 
Doctor Safe, which will soon be available in the general market at a rate notified 
by the Government of India.  

West dist admn procures ventilator 
for Isolation Centre at ayush Hospital 

rudra kauSHIk
Gyalshing, 03 apr: 

The West District Ad-
ministration has 

procured a Ventilator 
for the isolation cen-
ter established at the 
Ayush Hospital here at 
Kyongsa to tackle any 
COVID-19 eventuality. 

The Ventilator, 
along with Syringe 
pump, was procured 
from Mindray  C o m -
p a ny  t h ro u g h  S D R F 
f u n d s ,  i t  i s  i n -
fo r m e d .

B e s i d e s  ST N M 
H o s p i t a l  i n  G a n g -
t o k ,  t h e  Ay u s h  H o s -
p i t a l  h e re  h a s  b e e n 
a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  a 

1 0 -bed isolation cen-
ter for COViD-19. The 
center can be ramped 
up to a 40-bed facility, 
it is learnt.

The isolation cen-
ter is currently being 
manned by a medical 
team from Gyalshing 
District Hospital led by 

the Chief Medical Of-
ficer. All logistics are 
being provided by the 
district administration 
for the isolation center.

The center is cur-
rently well stocked 
with PPE, N95 masks, 
surgical masks and med-
icines to tackle COViD-19.

Snowfall thwarts attempts to release rescued bear in the wild
SaGar CHettrI
Gangtok, 03 apr: 

Heavy snowfall on Thursday 
thwarted attempts by a team 

of personnel from the Wildlife 
Division of Forest Department to 
release the Himalayan Black Bear 
rescued from the BSNL Telephone 
Exchange on Wednesday.

The team was planning to re-
lease the bear at Pangolakha Wild-
life Sanctuary near Tsomgo in East 
Sikkim on Thursday, but heavy 
snowfall en route force them to 
turn back midway. 

The team had left early this 
morning to release the bear in the 
thick forest of Pangolakha. The 
bear, meanwhile, is being kept at 
the Himalayan Zoological Park at 
Bulbuley, where it will remain till 

the road clears.
Speaking to Summit Times, 

DFO [Wildlife], East, Dechen La-
chungpa said, “We fed the bear 
this morning and after a thorough 
health check-up it was found that 
bear is an adult male and was ab-
solutely fine and active and had 
not sustained any injuries, hence 
our team was immediately dis-
patched to release the bear in a 
thick jungle.” 

She stressed that translocation 
and rehabilitation has to be done 
with care to ensure relocation into 
its natural habitat and to keep it 
away from human habitations.

Responding to query about 
yesterday’s rescue operation, the 
DFO mentioned that while such 
operations are rare in town areas 

like Gangtok, the Wildlife Divi-
sion personnel routinely conduct 
such operations, as often as 4 to 5 
times a month, especially in high 
altitudes where bears often into 
godowns in army areas. 

She added that the team has 
been routinely rescuing wild ani-
mals from human habitat and re-
leasing them in forests.  

“However, yesterday’s oper-
ation in Gangtok was difficult as 
the bear was inside the building 
and people were in its surround-
ings. The first priority for us was 
to save the injured person before 
handling the bear and our team 
members risked their lives to save 
the life of a person as the bear 
was between that person and the 
team,” she detailed. 

She appreciated the hardwork 
of the team in bringing out the 
person safely from a ventilation. 

She added that although the 
person has sustained head inju-
ries, he was out of danger and re-
ceiving treatment at STNM Hospi-
tal.

When asked about the possible 
reasons why the bear stumbled 
into Gangtok, Ms Lachungpa men-
tioned that shoots of Cobra Lily of 
the Arisaema family with the ar-
rival of spring season followed by 
bamboo shoots could have attract-
ed the bear. 

She adds that there were more 
than 15 jhoras around Gangtok 
which were presently being used 
irresponsibly for disposal of gar-
bage and food items which could 

also have attracted the bear to hu-
man habitat. 

“Dense overgrowth have devel-
oped along many of these jhoras 
so these are perfect corridors for 
bears use and the reduced move-
ment of vehicles and people could 
have further cleared the corridor 
for this bear,” she said.

On the same, DFO urged the 
people to be more careful while 
going on morning walks and urged 
proper handling and disposal of 
garbage. 

“Our experienced team is al-
ways ready for such incidents but 
at the same time it is also import-
ant for the people to stay alert and 
sensitize themselves to keep jho-
ras clean and clear,” she said.

It may be recalled that after 

a perilous and tiring operation 
which lasted around 12 hours, 
the Himalayan Black Bear which 
had wandered into town early 
Wednesday morning and had se-
questered itself inside the BSNL 
Telephone Exchange below Thak-
urbari was finally tranquilized and 
rescued late in the evening. 

A team of officials and person-
nel from the Wildlife Division of 
Forest Department, assisted by 
Sikkim Police, struggled through 
the day to keep both, the people 
and the Himalayan Black Bear safe, 
and evacuate the animal safely.

After seeing the bear at around 
5 AM near the building, a local res-
ident had immediately informed 
that District Administration. 
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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deputy Speaker checks on students 
quarantined at tashiding Yatri niwas

prItaM LaMa
Gyalshing, 03 apr: 
Deputy Speaker San-
gay Lepcha, who also 
happens to be Yuk-
sam-Tashiding area MLA, 
visited the quarantine 
facility established at 
Tashiding Yatri Niwas 
on Thursday to check on 
the ten students who had 
recently returned from 
their universities outside 
the State and are current-
ly undergoing a 14-day 
quarantine there.

He was accompanied 
by Yuksam SDM Tshering 
T Bhutia, Yuksam BDO 
Sambar Man Limboo, 
Chongrang BDO Subash 
Chandra Subba and other 
officials.

The MLA handed over 
personal hygiene items 
and other essentials to 
the students there and 
assured of them the State 
Government’s support to 

their well-being.
The Deputy Speak-

er also handed over 
sanitized gloves and 
masks to health work-
ers at Tashiding PHC 
and directed them to 
remain vigilant and 
assured to keep them 

well provided with per-
sonal protective equip-
ment.

The Deputy Speaker 
then visited various vil-
lages in the constituen-
cy and distributed hand 
sanitizers, gloves and 
masks to the villagers 

and NGO members and 
sensitised them on safety 
and preventive measures 
required to guard against 
Novel Coronavirus.

Later, a senitisation 
drive was carried out at 
the quarantine centre by 
SKM party workers.

Cooperative Cadre officers donate Rs 
1.50lakh towards CM Relief Fund

GanGtok, 03 apr 
[Ipr]: Members of Sik-
kim State Cooperative 
Cadre Service, led by 
the Addl Registrar Jabi 
Thapa, Karma Ong-
mu, Ms Pema and Raj 
Pradhan called on the 
Secretary to the Chief 
Minister, SD Dhakal, at 
Samman Bhawan this 

morning and handed 
over a cheque of Rs 
1.50 lakh for the Chief 
Minister’s Relief fund 
in order to support the 
government’s effort to 
fight against the global 
crisis of COVID-19.

The Secretary ex-
pressed his heartfelt 
gratitude towards 

members of Sikkim 
State Cooperative Cad-
re Service for their kind 
gesture and generosity.

Most cooperatives 
engaged in distribution 
of essential items are 
open and supplying to 
the general public duly 
coordinating with the 
concerned authorities.

appeaL
It is to inform all the members of 

the public that anyone desirous of 
reporting any instances of violation 
of lock-down by any liquor shop 
owner/vendor, by selling liquor 
during this period, can report the 
incident on Whatsapp. 

The members of the public may 
contact the Excise Department (IT 
Cell) with specific address of the 
place of such instance and photo-
graphs etc, in the contact number - 
9434870880. 

Sd/- 
Secretary,

Excise Department,
Government of Sikkim.

SdF donates masks and sanitizers
SuMMIt report
Gangtok, 03 apr: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front donated hand san-

itizers and masks to STNM 
Hospital, Gangtok Muncipal 
Corporation and other orga-
nizations on Friday. 

In all, the party do-
nated 3,000 masks and 
250 bottles of sanitizers 
to STNM Hospital, 600 
masks and 100 sanitiz-
ers to GMC through the 
Mayor, 300 masks and 

30 sanitizers to the Press 
Club of Sikkim and 300 
masks and 40 sanitizers 
to the Children’s Home 
at Chandmari.

It is informed that 
the initiative was taken 
under the directions of 
SDF president, Pawan 
Chamling. 

The party president 
has also appealed to all 
to “Stay Home and Stay 
Safe and Keep Sikkim a 
Coronavirus-Free State.”

PM discusses COVID-19 with top 
sportspersons, seeks support 

for awareness campaigns
New Delhi, apr 3 (pTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday discussed 
the the rapidly-growing 
threat of the COVID-19 
pandemic with India’s 
top athletes, including 
cricket icon Virat Kohli 
and star shuttler P V 
Sindhu, urging them to 
support awareness cam-
paigns on social distanc-
ing

More than 40 ath-
letes, along with sports 
minister Kiren Rijiju, 
participated in nearly 
an hour-long video call 
which started at 11am. 
The country is in a 21-
day lockdown to contain 
the spread of the virus

The Prime Minister 
sought the athletes’ sup-
port to raise awareness 
about the need for so-
cial distancing and per-
sonal hygiene at a time 
when the total number 
of COVID-19 positive cas-
es in India has crossed 
2,000

“Your suggestions 
will be taken note of. We 
are fighting this pandem-
ic like Team India. I am 
confident that India will 
be rejuvenated by the 
inspiration provided by 
you,” the Prime Minister 
can be seen telling ath-
letes in a clip shared by 
shuttler B Sai Praneeth, 
a world championship 
bronze-medallist, who 
also attended the call

All sporting activities 
are currently shut in the 
country and it is still not 
clear when normalcy will 

resume. The much-an-
ticipated Indian Premier 
League is among the 
big-ticket Indian events 
suspended till April 15

When Ganguly was 
asked about the devel-
opment this morning, 
he said, “Yes, I will be 
joining our Honourable 
PM via video call.” But 
he refused to go into the 
details

Cricketers formed a 
major chunk of the par-
ticipating list

Apart from Tendulkar, 
Ganguly and Kohli, oth-
ers in the call included 
top batsman Rohit Shar-
ma, former pacer Zaheer 
Khan, Yuvraj Singh. The 
names of World Cup-win-
ning former captain Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni and 
K L Rahul were in the list 
of participants but it is 
learnt that they could not 
attend the call

Olympic silver-med-
allist shuttler Sindhu, 
javelin thrower Neeraj 
Chopra, chess wizard 
Viswanathan Anand, 
sprinter Hima Das, box-
ing stars M C Mary Kom 
and Amit Panghal, wres-
tler Vinesh Phogat, and 
teenage shooting sensa-
tion Manu Bhaker were 
among the other accom-
plished athletes who 
took part in the video call

“Of these, 12 have 
been given three min-
utes each to speak and 
present their view,” a 
ministry source told 
PTI without revealing 
the names of the chosen 

athletes
It was later learnt 

that Tendulkar, Ganguly, 
Mary Kom and Kohli 
were among those who 
spoke during the inter-
action

Former world cham-
pion weightlifter Mirabai 
Chanu said the PM urged 
everyone to be united in 
the fight to combat the 
pandemic

“The PM asked us 
to spread awareness on 
social distancing and hy-
giene. He spoke about 
how we need Virat’s 
(Kohli) fighting spirit to 
win this battle,” added 
veteran table tennis play-
er Sharath Kamal.

The Prime Minister 
felt ability to face chal-
lenges, self-discipline, 
positivity and self-belief, 
which are essential to 
sports, are crucial tools 
to combat the spread of 
the virus as well

Sporting action has 
come to a halt the world 
over with all major 
events either cancelled 
or postponed

The list of postponed 
events includes the To-
kyo Olympics and the Eu-
ropean football champi-
onships, while among the 
biggest to be cancelled 
this year is the Wimble-
don championship.

The deadly outbreak 
has caused more than 50 
deaths in India. The glob-
al death toll has crossed 
50,000

India’s 21-day lock-
down ends on April 14.

Convey scientific facts on 
coronavirus: Left to Modi

New Delhi, apr 3 (pTI): 
As Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday urged 
people to light candles 
on April 5 and display In-
dia’s collective resolve to 
defeat coronavirus, Left 
parties asked the govern-
ment to focus on “scien-
tific measures” to fight 
the disease.

Modi has urged peo-
ple to turn off lights at 
their homes and light 
candles, lamps or turn on 
mobile phone torches at 
9 pm on Sunday for nine 
minutes to “end the dark-
ness” of coronavirus”.

The CPI termed the 
pre-recorded visual 
statement of the prime 

minister “quite disap-
pointing”.

“The entire nation 
is geared up united and 
showed its strength to 
fight and contain the 
deadly coronavirus. The 
prime Minister says that 
“to defeat this darkness, 
we have to show the light 
in all directions”. Days 
and nights are natural 
process in the universe 
as much as the light and 
darkness,” it said in a 
statement.

The party said peo-
ple need scientific mea-
sures such as vaccines, 
medicines and other im-
mediate health projects 
to fight the deadly virus. 

“Many medical facilities 
have to be created all 
over the country. Special 
efforts should be taken to 
extent adequate support 
to doctors, nurses and 
other paramedical staff 
who are on duty,” it said.

The CPI(M) also 
urged the prime minister 
to convey scientific facts.

“Curb fake news and 
communicate scientific 
facts about the pandemic. 
The central government 
should urgently inter-
vene to ensure that this 
fight against COVID-19 
is a fight in which all of 
us are united and de-
termined to defeat it,” it 
said.

Markets retreat as virus woes 
mount; bank stocks hammered
Mumbai, apr 3 (pTI): 
Equity indices spiralled 
lower for yet another ses-
sion on Friday, pressured 
by heavy selling in bank 
stocks, as the the steady 
rise in Covid-19 cases 
fuelled uncertainty over 
the economic impact of 
the pandemic.

Unabated foreign 
fund outflows and a de-
preciating rupee, which 
skidded below the 76-
mark against the dollar, 
further kept investors 
on the sidelines, traders 
said.

After hitting a low of 
27,500.79 during the day, 
the 30-share BSE barom-
eter ended 674.36 points 
or 2.39 per cent lower at 
27,590.95.

The NSE Nifty shed 
170 points, or 2.06 per 
cent, to finish at 8,083.80.

During the holi-
day-truncated week, the 
Sensex lost 2,224.64 
points or 7.46 per cent, 
while the Nifty sank 
576.45 points or 6.65 
per cent.

Bank stocks came 
under heavy selling 
pressure on Friday after 
Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice changed the out-
look for Indian banking 
sector to negative from 
stable due to the coro-
navirus crisis.

Axis Bank was the 
top loser in the Sen-
sex pack, cracking 9.16 
per cent, followed by 
IndusInd Bank, ICICI 
Bank, Titan, SBI, Maruti, 
HDFC and Asian Paints.

On the other hand, 
Sun Pharma, ITC, ONGC, 
M&M and Tech Mahin-

dra were among the 
gainers.

With fresh cases 
of novel coronavirus 
mounting by the day, 
concerns over a looming 
economic recession kept 
investors on the edge, 
traders said.

The Asian Develop-
ment Bank warned on 
Friday that the Covid-19 
pandemic could cost the 
global economy USD 4.1 
trillion as it ravages Unit-
ed States, Europe and 
other major economies.

It also said that In-
dia’s economic growth 
rate will slip to 4 per cent 
in the current fiscal.

“The Indian markets 
opened and stayed neg-
ative, with reduced vol-
atility. A ratings down-
grade for the Banking 
sector, due to the impact 
of Covid-19 and ensuing 
stressed asset concerns, 
impacted the financial 
stocks.

“The slide in the 
markets, after a brief 
interlude of short recov-
ery, continued during 
the course of this week 
, but it is comforting to 
see that the pace of the 
fall is relatively feeble 
now.

“...Businesses which 
have good cash flow 
and who have good 
cash levels and cash 
equivalents with them, 
and also entities who 
have leadership posi-
tions especially in the 
market share may see 
good interest from in-
vestors. Higher intrin-
sic value compared to 
the prices at which as-

sets are available may 
act as a spur for dis-
cerning investors,” said 
Joseph Thomas, Head of 
Research - Emkay Wealth 
Management.

BSE bankex, finance, 
auto, IT, teck and metal 
indices ended up to 5.39 
per cent lower, while 
healthcare, oil and gas, 
utilities, FMCG and tele-
com closed with gains.

Broader BSE midcap 
and smallcap indices fell 
up to 1.17 per cent.

The number of con-
firmed coronavirus cas-
es around the world has 
soared past one mil-
lion and fatalities have 
topped 50,000 as the US 
reported the highest dai-
ly death toll of any coun-
try so far.

Bourses in Shanghai 
and Hong Kong ended in 
the red, while those in 
Seoul and Tokyo closed 
with mild gains.

Stocks in Europe 
were also trading with 
significant losses in early 
deals.

On the currency front, 
the rupee depreciated 55 
paise to 76.15 against 
the US dollar in intra-day 
trade.

Brent crude futures, 
the global oil benchmark, 
rallied 8.15 per cent to 
USD 32.36 per barrel 
amid hopes that Russia 
and Saudi Arabia will end 
a price war by slashing 
crude output.

The number of 
Covid-19 cases in India 
has crossed 2,300 while 
the death toll rose to 56, 
according to the Health 
Ministry.
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Five 
arrested for 
manhandling 
health workers
Bengaluru, apr 3 
(pTI): Five people have 
been arrested for al-
legedly manhandling 
health workers con-
ducting a coronavirus 
survey at a layout near 
Hegde Nagar here, po-
lice said.

An FIR was regis-
tered against them on 
a complaint by health 
inspector Muniraju and 
they were arrested late 
on Thursday night, they 
said.

The Accredited So-
cial Health Activist 
(ASHA) workers along 
with health officials, 
were conducting a door-
to-door survey in Sadiq 
Layout as part of an ex-
ercise to identify if any 
of those who returned 
to the state after attend-
ing the Tabligh-e-Jamaat 
congregation in Delhi had 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Bengaluru police 
commissioner Bhaskar 
Rao warned miscreants 
attacking health workers.

“Instances of health 
workers being assault-
ed and also creating 
obstruction have been 
noted.

A very stringent 
warning is issued that 
anyone who does or 
supports such acts, non 
bailable criminal cas-
es will be registered 
against them and they 
will be sent to Jail.
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LAND FOR 
SALE 

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

LPG PLANT ASSISTS HELPS TRINITY EFFORT: The IOCL LPG Plant at Bageykhola donated essentials items 
and LPG cylinders to Hope Ministry, Ranipool, which has been providing cooked lunch to health workers and 
patients at STNM Hospital, Sokethang. The LPG plant donated 50 kg rice, 5 kg each of Dal and Sugar with three 
LPG domestic LPG cylinders, a press release informs. The Plant Manager also thanked the Hope Ministry volun-
teers for their noble initiative and allowing the Plant to be part of this effort.

MYM contributes Rs 50K to CM Relief Fund
SuMMIt report
Gangtok, 01 apr:

Marwari Yuva Manch, 
Gangtok City 

Branch, members led by 
their president Anirudh 
Shikhwal, general secre-
tary Sachin Agarwal and 
treasurer Rahul Rathi, 
today delivered a cheque   
of Rs 50,000 to the Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister, 
SD Dhakal, as the organ-
isation’s contribution 
towards the CM Relief 
Fund. MYM also provided 
some essential items for 
the Sadar Thana person-
nel. 

SMdWa reaches provisions to Chawatar ayurvedic Clinic

YoGen tHataL
Singtam, 03 apr:

Members of the Sing-
tam Motor Driver 

Workers Association, led 
by their president, Tin-
ku Adhikari, visited the 

Ayurvedic Clinic [“Baid-
ey Hospital”] on 02 April 
and reached provisions 
for the facility which has 
patients stranded there 
because of the lockdown.

The SMDWA team 

included vice-president 
Lakpa Tamang, joint sec-
retary Ravi Chettri and 
other members.  

The clinic is located 
at Chawatar, some 3KMs 
from Singtam  bazaar. 

“The purpose of the 
visit was to reach some 
basis commodities like 
rice, daal, cooking oil, 
potatos and hand sani-
tizers,” Mr Adhikari in-
formed. 

 Joint Secretary                                        Phone:03592-202756(O)
   (Public Relations)                         Fax:03592- 202756
                                                                                   (mail:progovsk@gmail.com)                                                   

Raj Bhavan
Gangtok, Sikkim

APPEAL
Hon’ble Governor of Sikkim Shri Ganga Prasad has appealed the  Sikkimese from all walks 
of life to observe ‘Candlelight Vigil’ on 5th April 2020 at 9 pm as called upon by Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in his video message telecasted today morning at 0900 
hrs. 
“Nine minutes candlelight vigil and lighting of Diyas at 9 pm  on April 5 as called upon 
by Hon’ble Prime Minister has a deeper significance  in our culture  as we consider 
this collective action as a means to dispel the darkness spread by the Coronavirus pan-
demic. It is a powerful way to orient ourselves towards hope and light when the entire 
humanity is in the state of uncertainty. As a country with 1.3 billion powerful souls, 
our collective resolve to fight this global pandemic will instil confidence and hope for 
the poor who are the most severely affected segment of our population due to nation-
wide lockdown.

We must also observe this vigil as a manifestation of our solidarity towards 
our frontline warriors who are putting themselves in the forefront  of national duty at 
these difficult times against all odds and circumstances.” 

                                           Joint Secretary (PR) to Governor                                                                                                                           
         SKM/GOV/JS(PR)/2020/21                     

3rd   April, 2020

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK, SIKKIM
Ref. No: 32(a) / EA.                          Dated: 03 / 04 / 2020

CIRCULAR
As per directions received from the Chairman, National Commission for Mi-
norities, Government of India regarding strict enforcement of lockdown in all 
the Religious Places and Educational Institutions, all the respective religious 
heads of all Religious Institutions and Worship Places in the State are hereby 
advised to stop any kind of religious congregation in their respective Religious 
Institutions or worship places and prevent any kind of gathering during the 21 
day lockdown which is currently in effect countrywide, to contain the spread of 
COVID-19.

Strict action shall be taken against any violators of order as per law.  This 

is issued with the approval of the competent authority.

By order
     Sd/-

S. T. Tamang
Secretary 

Ecclesiastical Department.

Responding immedi-
ately to the information, 
officials and staff of For-
est Department, Sikkim 
Police and District Ad-
ministration reached the 
spot and started the res-
cue operation. 

It took quite some 
time to even spot the 
bear and it was eventual-
ly found inside the BSNL 
building. And the next 
challenge was to tranquil-
ize and rescue it safely. 

Earlier, the bear had 
injured a BSNL engineer, 
Arvind Yadav, before it 
entered and disappeared 
into the building. Mr Ya-
dav has sustained griev-
ous injuries to his head 
and other parts of the 
body and is receiving 
treatment at STNM Hos-
pital.

Forest Minister, Kar-
ma Loday Bhutia and 
other senior officials of 
the department were also 
present on the spot till 
the end of the operation.

The DFO, meanwhile, 
has urged people to im-
mediately inform the de-
partment in case of any 
wild animal sighting in 
urban areas on helpline 
number, 7679699244 
[DFO] and 95937 83620 
[RO].

Snowfall thwarts 
attempts..

No shortage of medical supplies to fight COVID-19 outbreak: Govt
New Delhi, apr 3 
(pTI): The government 
on Friday said there is 
no shortage of med-
ical supplies across 
the country to fight 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“Government of 

India is making sure 
that all the essen-
tial medical supplies 
are in place to fight 
COVID-19. 62 lifeline 
Udan flights trans-
ported over 15.4 tons 
of essential medical 

supplies in last five 
days,” Union Minister 
for Chemical and Fer-
tilizers D V Sadanada 
Gowda said in a tweet.

The government 
is also paying full at-
tention to the manu-

facturing activities of 
essential items like 
pharmaceuticals and 
hospital devices. For 
this, over 200 units in 
SEZs are operational, 
he added.
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Corrupting the Future
People play along only to get played themselves

Agreed, no one really cares about corruption. For 
all the chest-beating that we may occasionally re-

sort to, either individually or in social media groups, 
so many of us have been co-opted that we actually 
temper our rants by speaking about degrees of cor-
ruption. That is a weird analogy, because if one were 
to think about it, there is really no such thing as less 
or more corrupt; there is either corruption or none. 
The scale is decided not by the conscience but by the 
opportunity. Corruption is there. It makes people pli-
able, and helps speed things up. But for whom? The 
creamy layer keeps skimming more and more on the 
lame excuse that corruption has now become “insti-
tutionalised” and is thus unavoidable, while  the less 
privileged and the weaker among us are still stone-
walled by the monolithic babudom that ties-up every 
file in so much red tape that they eventually gets lost 
and have to be “greased” out.

Okay, let’s set even that diatribe aside for later. 
Let’s accept ground realities and see whether some-
thing acceptable to all sides can be worked out. Let’s 
begin with what Corruption means. Corruption, as we 
know it, is the use of public office for private gain. The 
prevention of Corruption Act of 1988 defines bribery 
as: “a public servant taking gratification other than 
legal remuneration in respect of an official act; a pub-
lic servant obtaining a valuable thing, without con-
sideration from the person concerned in proceeding 
or the business transacted by such a public servant; 
and criminal misconduct.” 

Now that we have established the legal pegging of 
corruption, let’s understand what powers a bureau-
crat holds. For now, let’s also accept the awarding of 
supplies unannounced and “fixing” tenders for minor 
works as the spoils of power. So long as a road is re-
paired, no matter how tackily, the people don’t ap-
pear to mind. It is however this immediate perception 
and response to corruption that threatens the future. 
When people rave and rant about the shoddy work a 
contractor has done of the jhora repairs in their area 
or painted when he should have pitched a road, they 
lose sight of the bigger machinisations at work which 
impact all our futures more. Once compromises have 
been made and greed grows, recklessness sets in 
and then arrives the urge to leverage power to dic-
tate where consultations would have worked better. 
Propriety is sacrificed and those with skeletons in the 
cupboard end up in a clique which plays along irrespec-
tive of what is at stake. The people’s representative 
and the bureaucrats have a say not just in the award 
of contracts, but also in long-term strategising which 
will remain with Sikkim long after the officers have 
retired and the politicians replaced. The State is still 
haunted by many ghosts released decades back and 
still refuses to acknowledge that there are some deci-
sions that should never be slipped through in consid-
eration of private gains. Too much remains at stake 
than just a plunder of the State treasury. 

Public representatives have to update themselves 
better on the functioning of their departments so 
that they can see through the overtly subservient, but 
subtly dexterous manoeuvring of proposals by their 
officers to pass on years of Sikkim’s future into the 
hands of those who have culled their favour. It would 
be stating the obvious, but people need to under-
stand that it is not the politician who forces corrup-
tion, but the bureaucracy which plays the coach and 
is the culprit here. Look around, how many still pros-
perous former politicians do we have in our midst? 
And how many still affluent retired babus who were 
once “powerful”? 

anti-asian racism during coronavirus: How the 
language of disease produces hate and violence

pauLa LarSSon
theconversation.com

Self-isolation. Quaratine. Lock-
down. The outbreak of COVID-19 

and its subsequent dissemination 
across the globe has left a shock 
wave of disbelief and confusion in 
many countries.

Accompanying this wave has 
been a spike in racist terms, memes 
and news articles targeting Asian 
communities in North America. 
Asian Americans report being spit 
on, yelled at, even threatened in 
the streets. There has been a recent 
stabbing in Montréal and increased 
violent targeting of Asian business-
es. Asian Americans reported over 
650 racist attacks last week accord-
ing to the Asian Pacific Policy and 
Planning Council. These incidents 
demonstrate rising racism against 
Asian communities in North Amer-
ica.

History tells us this is not the 
first time that fear of disease has led 
to outbreaks of anti-Asian racism. 
Underlying prejudice against Asian 
communities has been a staple fea-
ture of North American society since 
the first Chinese workers arrived in 
the mid-19th century.

Looking back at these outbreaks 
of discrimination is a sobering les-
son of the consequences of racial la-
bels for disease. 

Increased racist rhetoric by 
politicians, like President Donald 
Trump’s erroneous use of the term 
“China Virus” for COVID-19, is often 
the first step to racialized violence. 
Trump recently agreed to stop using 
the racist label, acknowledging in se-
ries of tweets (@realDonaldTrump): 
“It is very important that we totally 
protect our Asian American com-
munity in the United States … the 
spreading of the Virus … is NOT their 
fault in any way, shape, or form.”

But more than 100 years ago, 
white spokespeople in North Amer-
ica had labelled Chinese people as 
“dangerous to the white,” living in 
“most unhealthy conditions” with a 
“standard of morality immeasurably 
below ours.”

Since then, white settler resent-
ment of Chinese presence has con-
sistently boiled over into outright 
racism and violence. Seminal work 
by Peter S. Li, professor emeritus 
of sociology at the University of 
Saskatchewan, highlights such inci-
dences throughout Canada’s history, 
while historian Roger Daniels ex-
plores the rise of anti-Asian move-

ments within the United States.
INDISPENSABLE CHINESE LA-

BOUR
The gold rush of the mid-19th 

century attracted many prospectors 
to the West Coast of North America. 
Chinese immigrants arrived along-
side those from Japan, the United 
Kingdom, Europe and elsewhere. Al-
though the majority of prospectors 
travelled south to California, large 
prospecting encampments devel-
oped in British Columbia.

When B.C. joined Canadian Con-
federation in 1871, the Canadian 
government initiated a system to 
recruit and attract Chinese labour 
to supplement the growing require-
ments of building the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway. Thousands of Chinese 
workers were hired and arrived by 
boat.

Many factors contributed to their 
departure from China, but in Cana-
da, they were indispensable workers 
that helped complete the railroad, 
working at minimal pay compared 
to their white counterparts. Indeed, 
the fact that Chinese workers could 
be exploited for cheap labour was 
exactly why Canada’s first prime 
minster, John A. Macdonald encour-
aged Chinese immigration.

Chinese communities thrived in 
the growing cities of the West Coast, 
setting up businesses and finding 
employment in laundries, grocers 
and labour camps, as well as in do-
mestic service, especially as cooks.

The railway was completed in 1885, 
seemingly ending the continued need 
for good but cheap Chinese labour.

THE RISE OF ANTI-ASIAN RAC-
ISM

Around this time, white com-
munities were growing disgruntled 
at the presence of Asian settlers in 
the cities. In 1880, the Anti-Chinese 
Association of Victoria submitted a 

petition to Ottawa against “the ter-
rible evil of Mongolian usurpation” 
in Canada. The 1882 passage of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act in the United 
States soon led Canadian officials to 
consider similar measures. 

In 1884, the Royal Commission 
on Chinese Immigration was estab-
lished, to determine the impact of 
Chinese presence in Canada. The 
commission held hearings in Brit-
ish Columbia, San Francisco and 
Portland, to gather evidence from 
witnesses — over fifty people from 
among from the police, government, 
physicians and the public. Only two 
of the witnesses were Chinese.

The witness accounts reveal how 
underlying race prejudice has long 
formed the basis of North American 
attitudes towards China.

BLAME FOR DISEASE
The Royal Commission report 

concluded: “The “Chinese quarters 
are the filthiest and most disgust-
ing places in Victoria, overcrowded 
hotbeds of disease and vice, dissem-
inating fever and polluting the air all 
around.”

Yet the commissioners were 
aware that such conditions were 
derived from poverty, and that the 
overcrowded slums could occur just 
as easily among “any other race” 
that was similarly impoverished.

Despite this, both the public and 
many politicians continued to con-
nect disease with race.

The Chinese were consistently 
accused of being carriers of infec-
tion. In the Royal Commission re-
port, it was a common belief that 
syphilis, leprosy and especially 
smallpox were “communicated to 
the Indians and the white popula-
tion” from Chinese communities. 
This despite the fact that at the time 
China legally required inoculation 
for all its citizens, and the physicians 

interviewed by the commission de-
clared having “never seen a case of 
leprosy amongst them.”

By 1885, Canada had passed 
the Chinese Immigration Act which 
placed a “head tax” on all Chinese 
immigrants.

Quarantine officers at the ports 
were ordered to inspect all on board 
of Chinese origin, stripping down 
and examining any Chinese person 
suspected to be sick. Over the next 
20 years, recurring smallpox epi-
demics were erroneously blamed on 
Chinese communities.

Such sentiments were accompa-
nied by violence. In 1886, anti-Asian 
riots broke out in Vancouver, result-
ing in violent attacks on Asian work-
ers. Similar riots occurred again in 
1907, after the formation of a Cana-
dian branch of the American Asiatic 
Exclusion League in Vancouver. The 
group organized public, inflamma-
tory speeches against the “filth” of 
British Columbia’s Asian residents. 
On Sept. 7, 1907, a mob violently 
attacked Asian shops and homes in 
Vancouver’s Chinese and Japanese 
quarters.

These historical incidents of 
discrimination clearly demonstrate 
how the language of disease is often 
encoded with underlying racial prej-
udice.

“Viruses know no borders and 
they don’t care about your ethnici-
ty or the colour of your skin or how 
much money you have in the bank,” 
said Dr. Mike Ryan, executive direc-
tor of the World Health Organiza-
tion’s health emergencies program.

Yet language can easily spark 
discrimination in times of fear, with 
dire consequences.

[the writer is Doctoral Stu-
dent, Centre for the History of 

Science, Medicine, and Tech-
nology, University of Oxford]

Coronavirus is a once in a lifetime chance to reshape how we travel
MarCuS enoCH & JaMeS Warren
theconversation.com

The transport sector has been impacted as 
much as any by the coronavirus. This isn’t 

a normal period of disruption, which is usually 
caused by failures in supply such as road acci-
dents or industrial action. In this case it is the lack 
of demand that is the problem.

When the world finally emerges from the pan-
demic and travel restrictions are ended, a whole 
reservoir of pent up demand will be suddenly re-
leased as people seek to make up lost time. Yet 
by that point the sector could already look very 
different, and months of lockdown could have 
changed patterns of behaviour forever. So what 
will the crisis mean for how we travel in the fu-
ture?

The short-term changes are clear: transport 
has been restricted to people making only nec-
essary journeys. With the exception of deliveries 
of food and medicine, other forms of travel have 
dropped precipitously. Specifically, car trips have 
fallen significantly, while anecdotal evidence sug-
gests that the number of passengers in each car 
has reduced even further, and walking and cy-
cling trips have been limited.

Yet more dramatic has been the meltdown in 
public transport use. Airlines and airports are 
cutting services and staff while seeking govern-
ment bailouts, and bus operators are employing 
similar strategies. The UK’s privately-owned train 
companies have effectively already been nation-
alised.

LESS FLYING, MORE WALKING
This will have profound long term effects. 

While trips to see friends and family should be 
relatively unaffected, other travel will significant-
ly change. In particular, business trips by air and 
long-distance rail journeys are vulnerable to be-
ing replaced by videoconferencing, and we may 
see less commuting as people and organisations 
get more used to remote working. 

It is also highly likely that the steady decline 
of the high street will be rapidly accelerated, 
perhaps irreversibly, as home delivery services 
thrive in their place. Less certain perhaps is what 

happens to leisure trips. After the pandemic, will 
there be a sharp uptake in cinema, church, pub 
or restaurant visits, or will people have changed 
their habits for good?

In the medium term at least, all this should 
mean less air travel and fewer longer-distance 
rail trips, and more walking, cycling and driv-
er-only car journeys as people become more re-
luctant to share with others. For the same reason, 
taxis and minicabs could see less business, as 
could commuter rail, coach and bus among peo-
ple who have genuine alternative options.

Meanwhile, the biggest supply-side impact 
will likely be the replacement of a significant 
number of real transport trips with “virtual jour-
neys”. Finally, many industries have struggled to 
obtain components and raw materials needed 
to manufacture or sell their own products, par-
ticularly due to factories in China being closed 
for much of the first quarter of 2020. This has 
exposed a lack of resilience in how many busi-
nesses operate, which in some cases is leading to 
a reappraisal of how they move their products or 
services from supplier to customer.

FROM PLANE AND TRAIN TO THE INTERNET
What all this means for society is rather 

mixed. At the local level, more car use and less 
public transport may lead to traffic jams, delays, 
road accidents, air and noise pollution, and social 
isolation. But more trips being substituted by 
internet-based activities might mitigate these ef-
fects.Empty seats on the Glasgow Subway, March 
2020. Andrew Milligan/PA

Relating to longer journeys, energy use and 
carbon dioxide look set to fall in a post-coronavi-
rus world as people shift from plane and train to 
the internet. That is of course assuming the inter-
net has sufficient bandwidth to cope. Overall, this 
suggests that the pandemic may well lessen the 
transport system’s environmental impact, though 
perhaps at the cost of slower economic growth.

A CHANCE TO PROACTIVELY SHAPE TRANS-
PORT

In future, public transport operators will need 
to reassure users that they will not be infected. 
This means more cleaning, protective screens, 

improved air filters and less dense seating. The 
crisis may well also lead to transport providers 
revisiting how services are being delivered at the 
route and network level. More fundamentally, the 
pandemic provides a good opportunity for them 
to look again at the entire idea of public trans-
port, both in terms of business models and how 
the sector meets the needs of a rapidly changing 
market place.

For the government, this is a once in a lifetime 
chance to proactively shape how transport is de-
livered and used, and to support and promote the 
most effective transport modes. This is because 
the extreme and protracted nature of the mea-
sures introduced to fight the pandemic is forcing 
us to re-evaluate almost every aspect of how we 
live. In turn, this could break down the habits and 
attitudes that underpin so many decisions at all 
levels as to how, where, when and why we travel.

So how should walk and cycle be encouraged 
first, followed by bus, rail and other shared trans-
port, and only then the car? One key lever is to re-
allocate space towards pedestrians, cyclists and 
buses through dedicated lanes, and away from 
the private car. Other options to improve public 
transport include nationalising or other more 
direct lines of public sector control, subsidising 
more socially necessary services like rural bus 
routes, and charging single occupancy cars to ac-
cess congested areas.

Governments could also run information cam-
paigns that promote the “right choice” of mode, 
and move to better integrate services. This could 
be done through Mobility-as-a-Service applica-
tions, whereby transport providers offer “packag-
es” similar to those from mobile phone providers. 
These might include journey planning, booking 
and payment across various different types of 
transport for a one off fare or through a subscrip-
tion (imagine: ten UK rail trips per year, 50 uber 
rides, and unlimited e-bike rentals).

[Marcus Enoch is Professor in Trans-
port Strategy, Loughborough University; 

James Warren is Senior Lecturer, Engineer-
ing and Innovation, The Open University]
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Microbiologists emerge unlikely heroes in CoVId-19 time
kolkaTa, apr 3 (pTI): 
They are working for an 
average of 13 to14 hours 
a day. One of them left 
his newly married wife 
home, while another 
faced ostracism from his 
hostel authorities.

Welcome to the world 
of NICED, where samples 
taken from suspected 
coronavirus cases are 
re-examined for confir-
mation.

An 18-member team 
of virologists, microbi-
ologists and consultants 
are working 24/7 at 
the National Institute of 
Cholera and Enteric Dis-
eases (NICED) in Kolkata 
-- testing samples, filing 
reports, and attending 
hundreds of phone calls 
from hospitals and even 
from common people.

Samples examined by 
one hospital are sent for 
confirmatory test to this 
institute, which func-
tions under the depart-
ment of health research, 
Union ministry of health 

and family welfare.
“Earlier we used to 

get one or two samples 
a day. Now the workload 
has increased to a large 
extent in the last four 
weeks. Now we get 
more than 70 samples 
per day,” said Agniva 
Majumdar, a micro-
biologist working at 
NICED.

From receiving a 
sample to delivering 
the test report - the 
entire process takes 
around 4-5 hours, he 
said.

“Our team is work-
ing round the clock in 

shifts to ensure that 
the work is done,” Ma-
jumdar told PTI over 
phone.

Apart from process-
ing data, the team also 
has to coordinate with 
the state health officials 
and various hospitals.

“We are receiving 
around 500 phone calls 
every day.

Hospitals ring up if 
they need some clarifica-
tion on our report. Mem-
bers of the general public 
also call us. We are an-
swering their queries too 
as much as possible. We 
understand they are in 

distress,” Majumdar said.
Asis Kumar Jana, an-

other NICED staff, took 
only two days off for his 
wedding in Februray and 
was back to work to han-
dle the samples that had 
started pouring in.

“I voluntarily took 
just two days off in Feb-
ruary for my wedding as 
the pressure has started 
to build up, he said.

Jana said a member 
of his team recently faced 
ostracization at a hostel 
where he stays and was 
asked by its authorities 
to go back home.

“Senior scientists 
of our lab had to get in 
touch with the hostel 
authorities and commu-
nicated to them that we 
are not at risk we work in 
a highly protected atmo-
sphere. Then the matter 
was resolved,” he said.

“Some of our col-
leagues are staying at the 
office guest house and 
inquire about their fam-
ily’s well being over the 

phone,” said Jana.
NICED Director Shan-

ta Dutta was full of praise 
for her team.

“They are doing a 
great job and service to 
mankind,” she said.

The vision of the 
NICED is to perform 
research and develop 
strategies for treatment, 
prevention and control 
of enteric infections and 
HIV/AIDS threatening 
the nations health.

The Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) 
decided to establish a 
Cholera Research Centre 
here in 1962 to research 
on the prevention and 
control of cholera and oth-
er diarrhoeal diseases.

The ICMR renamed it 
as National Institute of 
Cholera and Enteric Dis-
eases (NICED) in 1979. 
The WHO recognized 
this Institute as “WHO 
Collaborative Centre for 
Research and Training 
on Diarrhoeal Diseases” 
in 1980.

980 arrested for flouting 
lockdown norms in Kolkata

kolkaTa, apr 2 (pTI): 
A total of 980 people 
have been arrested in 
the city in a span of 24 
hours since Wednesday 
5pm for defying the lock-
down order imposed by 
the government in its 
attempt to contain the 
spread of COVID-19, a 
senior police officer here 
said.

The arrests were 
made by the Kolkata Po-
lice during naka-check-
ing and patrolling across 
the metropolis, he said

Of the 980 appre-
hended, 284 people were 
from the central division, 
166 from the south di-
vision and 112 from the 
eastern suburban divi-
sion.

Another 111 were 
nabbed from the south 
suburban division, 61 
from the south east divi-
sion and 84 held from the 
north division, the officer 
said.

In the east division, 

20 people were arrested 
for flouting ‘Total Safety 
Restrictions’, while 71 
each were apprehended 
from the south west di-
vision and the port divi-
sion, he said.

Those arrested will 
be prosecuted under IPC 
sections dealing with dis-
obedience of order, the 
officer added.

Requesting people 
to strictly adhere to the 
lockdown order, Kolk-
ata Police Commissioner 
Anuj Sharma has direct-

ed officers to take strong 
legal action against 
those found violating the 
norms.

“Don’t come out with-
out valid permission /
reasons. I have asked 
Officers @KolkataPolice 
to be stringent & take 
strong legal action. My 
appeal to citizens to kind-
ly cooperate & #Stay-
HomeStaySafe during 
#CoronavirusLockdown 
We shall continue with 
legal action against vio-
lators,” Sharma tweeted.

Former arunachal minister 
passang Wangchuk Sona dies

ItanaGar, apr 3 
(pTI): Former Arunachal 
Pradesh minister Pas-
sang Wangchuk Sona 
died on Friday morning 
at his Mechuka residence 
in Shi-Yomi district ow-
ing to prolonged illness, 
his family said.

He was 69 and is sur-
vived by three sons, a 
daughter and grandchil-
dren.

Assembly Speaker 

Passang Dorjee Sona is 
the son of Passang Wang-
chuk.

Sona served in the 
state cabinet in the ca-
pacity of minister of 
mines & minerals and co-
operation, besides food & 
civil supplies from 1995 
to 1999.

He was also deputy 
speaker of the legislative 
assembly.

Chief Minister Pema 

Khandu condoled the de-
mise of Sona and said he 
was a prominent person-
ality of the political histo-
ry of Arunachal Pradesh.

“In his demise, our 
state has lost a first gen-
eration leader, who led 
from the front. His work 
for the downtrodden 
and needy will always 
be remembered,” Khan-
du said in his condo-
lence message.

GoM reviews overall Coronavirus situation across India
neW deLHI, apr 3 
(pTI): As the country 
battles a sudden surge 
in coronavirus cases, the 
government on Friday 
carried out a detailed 
review of the overall 
healthcare system as 
well as the situation aris-
ing out of the 21-day na-
tionwide lockdown, offi-
cials said.

The review was con-
ducted by a Group of 
Ministers headed by De-
fence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and comprising 
several key members 
of the Union Cabinet 
including Home Home 
Minister Amit Shah, Food 
Minister Ram Vilas Pas-
wan, Railways Minister 
Piyush Goyal, Petroleum 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and Information 
and Broadcasting Minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar.

The officials said the 
ministers deliberated on 
various arrangements 
being made to deal with 
increasing number of 
coronavirus cases as well 
as to ensure adequate 
supplies of medicine and 
essential commodities 
during the lockdown.

India has recorded 
over 2,300 positive cas-
es of coronavirus and 
at least 56 deaths so 
far. Globally, the virus 
has infected more than 
one million people and 
claimed around 50,000 
lives.

The ministers took 
stock of supply of es-
sential goods across 
the country which has 
been smooth, govern-
ment sources said, 
adding difficulties aris-
ing out of shortage of 
labourers in loading 
and unloading of food 
materials from trucks 
and freight trains are 
being addressed.

On movement of mi-
grant workers, the GoM 
felt the issue has been 
resolved as they are be-
ing looked after in tem-
porary shelters set up by 
the state governments, 
the sources said.

The GoM also ap-
pealed to people to re-

spond to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s call to 
turn off all lights in their 
homes and light candles 
or diyas for 9 minutes at 
9 PM on April 5 and make 
the initiative a “grand 
success”, they said.

In a video message, 
Modi urged people to 
light up lamps on Sun-
day to display collective 
strength to defeat coro-
navirus.

Chemicals and Fer-
tilisers Minister D V Sad-
ananda Gowda, Agricul-
ture and Rural Develop-
ment Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar, HRD Min-
ister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank, Women and 
Child Development Min-
ister Smriti Zubin Irani, 
Jal Shakti Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekha-
wat, Civil Aviation Min-
sister Hardeep Singh 
Puri were also among 
those who attended the 
meeting.

The GoM appreciated 
contribution, dedication 
and the hard work of 
thousands of health pro-
fessionals, police, para-
military and armed forc-
es and those engaged in 
maintaining supply chain 
of essential commodities 
across the country, the 
sources added.

Separately, the de-
fence ministry said 
five viral testing labs at 
armed forces hospitals 
have been made part of 
national grid for carrying 
out tests for coronavirus 
infection.

These include Army 
Hospital (Research and 
Referral) in Delhi, Air 
Force Command Hospi-
tal in Bangalore, Armed 
Forces Medical College 
in Pune, Command Hos-
pital in Lucknow and 
Command Hospital in 
Udhampur.

Six more hospitals 
are being readied with 
infrastructure to carry 
out COVID-19 testing.

In addition, 15 oth-
er facilities are being 
kept ready as stand-
by for use, if required, 
the defence ministry 
said in a statement, 

adding dedicated infra-
structure including high 
dependency units, inten-
sive care beds are being 
readied at 51 hospitals of 
the armed forces across 
the country.

Some of these hos-
pitals are in Kolkata, 
Visakhapatnam, Kochi, 
Dundigal, Bengaluru, 
Kanpur, Jaisalmer, Jorhat 
and Gorakhpur.

At present, armed 
forces are running six 
quarantine facilities at 
Mumbai, Jaisalmer, Jodh-

pur, Hindon, Manesar 
and Chennai.

A total of 1,737 peo-
ple have been handled by 
these centres and 403 of 
them have been released 
so far.

The transport fleet of 
IAF is being used to as-
sist in transportation of 
essential supplies, medi-
cines and medical equip-
ment.

So far, approximate-
ly 60 tonnes of supplies 
have been airlifted to var-
ious parts of the country, 

officials said.
Twenty-eight fixed 

wing and 21 helicopters 
are also kept on stand-
by at various locations 
across the country for 
any possible eventuali-
ties.

Six naval ships are 
kept ready to provide as-
sistance to neighbouring 
countries. Five medical 
teams are also on stand-
by for deployment in 
Maldives, Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh, Nepal, Bhutan 
and Afghanistan.

tCS World 10k Bengaluru 
to be held on September 13

BenGaLuru, apr 3 
(pTI): The 13th edition 
of Tata Consultancy 
Services World 10K 
Bengaluru will take 
place on September 
13, the race promot-
ers said on Friday.

The Gold Label race 
was initially sched-
uled for May 17 but 
had to be postponed 
due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Online registrations 
for the rescheduled event 
will start from July 2, a 
media release said.

Race Director Hugh 
Jones said, “Push-
ing the race date four 
months forward allows 
plans to be made with 
confidence for a race 
that is likely to be more 
competitive than ever.”

The registration 
of those runners who 

have already applied for 
the 2020 edition, will 
be automatically trans-
ferred to the new race 
date, without any pay-
ment.

Registered appli-
cants who choose not to 
take part the resched-
uled event will be able 
to surrender their entry 
to Procam Internation-
al with effect from May 
12- 29.

at least 1,000 undertrials 
released on bail in Bengal

kolkata, apr 3 (pTI): 
At least 1,000 undertri-
al prisoners have been 
released from various 
correctional homes in 
West Bengal on interim 
bail in keeping with the 
Supreme Court’s direc-
tions to consider decon-
gesting the jails in the 
wake of the coronavirus 
outbreak, a senior official 
said here on Friday.

The process of grant-

ing bail to the undertrials 
commenced on March 
23, State Legal Services 
Authority secretary 
Durga Khaitan said.

Following the apex 
court’s direction, 
the Calcutta High 
Court had formed a 
three-member com-
mittee to examine the 
situation in correc-
tional homes in the 
state and the number 

of inmates who can be 
granted bail or parole to 
decongest the jails.

The committee is 
headed by Calcutta High 
Court judge Justice Di-
pankar Datta, who is also 
the chairman of State 
Legal Services Author-
ity, while the Director 
General (Prisons) and 
Principal Secretary of the 
Home Department are 
the members.

China to launch communications 
satellite named after Wuhan

Beijing, apr 3 (pTI): 
China will launch the 
first two communications 
satellites for its space-
based Internet-of-Things 
project this month with 
one of them named after 
its birthplace Wuhan, the 
epicentre of coronavirus, 
officials said on Friday.

The rocket to send the 
satellites, Kuaizhou-1A, 
was developed by the Wu-
han-based Sanjiang Group 
under the China Aero-
space Science and Indus-
try Corporation (CASIC).

Despite its proximi-
ty to the epicentre of the 
novel coronavirus pan-

demic, the company staff 
worked hard to ensure 
the success of the mission, 
state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The two satellites, 
Xingyun-2 01 and 02, 
are the first stars of the 
“Xingyun Engineering” 
project, which is sched-
uled to complete the net-
work with 80 low-orbit 
communications satel-
lites. They were designed 
and developed by the 
Xingyun Satellite Compa-
ny, a subsidiary of Sanji-
ang Group.

Xingyun-2 01 was 
named “Wuhan”. It will 

work for a Chinese low-or-
bit constellation for Inter-
net-of-Things (IoT) com-
munications and be tested 
in industries related to 
marine, forestry and en-
gineering machinery, the 
report said.

Wuhan, where 
COVID-19 originated in 
December last year, bore 
the brunt of the virus with 
over 50,000 cases.

As of Thursday, a to-
tal of 81,620 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 have 
been reported on the Chi-
nese mainland, and 3,322 
people have died of the 
disease.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

ueFa aims for July restart for 
leagues, wants them completed

parIS, apr 3 (ap): A 
European plan is being 
formed to resume foot-
ball around July and 
August, with domestic 
leagues told not to aban-
don competitions yet due 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The determination 
to ensure competitions 
are decided on the field 
to protect their integrity 
was outlined in a letter 
that was obtained by The 
Associated Press.

It was signed by the 
heads of UEFA, the Eu-
ropean Club Association 
and European Leagues 
body and was being sent 
to their members.

The correspondence 
was issued hours after 
the Belgian topflight be-
came the first major Eu-
ropean competition to 
recommend ending its 
season with the current 
standings declared final.

We are confident 
that football can restart 
in the months to come 
with conditions that 
will be dictated by pub-
lic authorities and be-
lieve that any decision 
of abandoning domestic 
competitions is, at this 
stage, premature and 
not justified, UEFA Presi-
dent Aleksander Ceferin, 
ECA chairman Andrea 
Agnelli and EL president 
Lars-Christer Olsson 
stated in their letter.

Competitions, in-
cluding UEFA’s Cham-
pions League and Eu-
ropa League, were put 
on hold last month as 
the COVID-19 outbreak 
spread across Europe 
and governments im-
posed lockdowns, ban-
ning sports gatherings.

UEFA working groups 

have been assessing the 
legal, regulatory and fi-
nancial issues caused 
by the abrupt halt to 
football and formulated 
plans to resume competi-
tions beyond the planned 
completion of the 2019-
20 seasons by June 30 
when it is safe to do so.

Their work is now 
focusing on scenarios en-
compassing the months 
of July and August, in-
cluding the possibility 
that the UEFA compe-
titions restart after the 
completion of domestic 
leagues, read the letter 
sent to leagues, clubs and 
national associations.

“A joint management 
of calendars is strictly 
required as the con-
clusion of the current 
season must be coordi-
nated with the start of 
the new one, which may 
be partly impacted be-
cause of the overstretch.

Closely following 
the development of the 
current situation, the 
calendar working group 
will indicate as soon as 
possible, and ideally by 
mid-May, which of the 
plans can be enacted for 
the completion of the 
season without leaving 

anyone behind.
Halting leagues 

without approval from 
UEFA could see teams 
blocked from qualifying 
for the Champions and 
Europa Leagues as they 
are determined based 
on final positions in do-
mestic standings.

It is of paramount 
importance that even 
a disruptive event like 
this epidemic does not 
prevent our competi-
tions from being decid-
ed on the field, in accor-
dance with their rules 
and that all sporting 
titles are awarded on 
the basis of results, the 
letter states.

As responsible leaders 
in our sport, this is what 
we must ensure, until the 
last possibility exists and 
whilst planning, opera-
tional and regulatory solu-
tions are available.”

European leagues 
are planning to hold a 
conference call to dis-
cuss the letter on Fri-
day. The 20 English 
Premier League clubs 
are also meeting by vid-
eo conference on Fri-
day to discuss plans to 
complete the campaign, 
with teams having nine 

or ten games left to play.
In Belgium, Brug-

ge is 15 points ahead of 
second-place Gent but 
still with one game to go 
before the season-end-
ing playoffs. The Belgian 
league announced earlier 
Thursday that Club Brug-
ge would be awarded the 
title if the plan to end the 
season was confirmed at 
a general assembly meet-
ing on April 15.

But that scenario 
could see Brugge denied 
a place in the Champions 
League and miss out on 
at least 30 million euros 
( 33 million) in cash from 
UEFA.

Since participation in 
UEFA club competitions 
is determined by the 
sporting result achieved 
at the end of a full do-
mestic competition, a 
premature termination 
would cast doubts about 
the fulfillment of such 
condition,” the letter by 
the European football of-
ficials said, without men-
tioning the situation in 
Belgium.

“UEFA reserves the 
right to assess the en-
titlement of clubs to be 
admitted to the 2020/21 
UEFA club competitions, 

in accordance with the 
relevant applicable com-
petition regulations. We 
know how much you 
share with us the core 
values of our sport and 
feel your support in our 
mission to protect the 
integrity of its competi-
tions.”

Worldwide the 
number of confirmed 
COVID-19 infections 
rose beyond 1 million 
on Thursday, according 
to the tally kept by Johns 
Hopkins University, with 
Europe the hardest hit 
continent.

For most people, the 
new coronavirus causes 
mild or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and 
cough that clear up in 
two to three weeks. For 
some, especially older 
adults and people with 
existing health problems, 
it can cause more severe 
illness, including pneu-
monia and death.

The pandemic has 
wiped out sport across 
the planet, with govern-
ing bodies postponing 
events in quick succes-
sion in recent weeks 
even the Tokyo Olympics 
that were due to start in 
late July.

UEFA’s executive 
committee decided 
Tuesday to indefinitely 
postpone national team 
matches that had already 
been rescheduled once 
to June, including play-
off qualifiers to complete 
the 24-team lineup for 
the European Champi-
onship. The tournament 
was due to be staged in 
12 European nations in 
June and July but UEFA 
was forced last month 
to push it back a year 
to 2021.

Indian badminton goes online 
due to coronavirus lockdown

aMIt kuMar daS
neW deLHI, apr 3 
(pTI): With courts out 
of bound due to the 
lockdown to contain the 
COVID-19 pandemic, In-
dian badminton has gone 
online with chief national 
coach Pullela Gopichand 
handing out tips through 
videos to the country’s 
top shuttlers.

India is currently un-
der a 21-day lockdown 
to contain the spread of 
the dreaded coronavirus, 
which has infected more 
than 2000 people in the 
country and over a mil-
lion globally.

Staying away from the 
game can affect fitness of 
the players and so Go-
pichand has started put-
ting in place a program 
for the shuttlers, albeit, 
through whatsapp, an 
application which allows 
users to send text, voice 
and video messages.

“We can only do fit-
ness (training) because 
nobody has access to 
courts so we are do-
ing what we can. I am 
sending the players vid-
eos of what to do in our 
whatsapp group,” Go-
pichand told PTI.

“It is a generic pro-
gram but it is tuned 
in such a way that it 
caters to the people 
(Olympic bound) who 
are important,” ex-
plained the 46-year-
old, who is waiting for 
his three-week isola-
tion to be over on Sat-

urday.
Apart from Go-

pichand, Jamshed-
pur-born trainer Dinaz 
Vervatwala, who has 
worked with London 
Olympics bronze-medal-
list Saina Nehwal, is also 
taking fitness classes for 
the Indian shuttlers via 
Zoom app, a platform for 
video communication.

The men’s doubles 
pair of Chirag Shetty and 
Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy, who were assured of 
a place in the Olympics, 
is also part of the group 
which is following the 
tips.

“Gopi sir sends us 
program schedule ev-
eryday on whatsapp. It 
involves mainly medita-
tion, wall practice where 
I hit the shuttle on the 
wall, play my strokes and 
drives, which helps to 
strengthen the forearm,” 
Chirag said.

“We are also doing 
at least an hour of train-
ing in the evening with 
a trainer. Dinaz does a 
video-call through zoom 
app and everybody joins 
in and then we practice 
together.”

Talking about the 
programs, Satwik 
said: “Gopi sir’s pro-
gram is a combination 
of a lot of things like 
wall practice, skip-
ping, small exercises, 
breathing exercises, it 
is more like simulat-
ing the actions what-
ever is possible at 

home to stay sharp.
“Every alternate 

day, we also have Dinaz 
taking our fitness class-
es. She gives us very in-
teresting and different 
fitness programs, so it 
is fun. Almost everyone 
is there, Sikki (Reddy), 
Ashwini (Ponnappa), Sai 
(B Sai Praneeth), Guru 
(RMV Gurusaidutt), 
Kashyap (Parupalli) and 
(HS) Prannoy,” Satwik 
said.

While online sessions 
can keep the shuttlers fit 
mentally and physical-
ly for the time being, to 
get back to being match 
ready might be challeng-
ing once BWF restarts 
the international calen-
dar.

However, Gopichand 
assured that players will 
get at least six weeks to 
prepare for tournaments 
once there is resumption.

“We don’t know when 
the badminton circuit 
will start but whenever it 
starts, they will give you 
6-8 weeks of headstart,” 
he said.

“If they are postpon-
ing Wimbledon which is 
two months away then 
badminton will also 
probably start in July-Au-
gust. So when they start 
in July or August, we will 
get enough time to get 
back our fitness, prepare 
and then go and play.

“At the moment, what 
is important is health 
and sports comes next,” 
he signed off.

nZC keeps option of a team’s tour of India in 
august open, applies for govt wage subsidy

auCkLand, apr 3 
(pTI): New Zealand 
Cricket (NZC) on Friday 
decided against cancel-
ling its A team’s tour of 
India in August despite 
the worsening COVID-19 
pandemic, saying it is 
“too early at this point” 
even as it applied for 
government wage subsi-
dy scheme to assist pay-
ments to its employees.

The NZC, however, 
conceded that the Black 
Caps’ winter tours of the 
Netherlands, Scotland, 
Ireland and the West In-
dies -- in June and July -- 
are now in serious doubt. 
However, it felt that it 
was too early to “categor-
ically rule it out”.

NZC chief executive 
David White confirmed 
the postponement of the 
women’s team’s tour to 
Sri Lanka, scheduled to 

start later this month.
“Clearly, this situa-

tion is extremely disap-
pointing for everyone 
involved in sport but, 
given the bigger pic-
ture, and the terrible 
toll COVID-19 is taking 
worldwide, we need 
to look after not only 
our own people but 
the greater community 
good,” said White.

He also said there 
were question-marks 
over the Black Caps’ 
tour to Bangladesh in 
August.

“Cricket in New 
Zealand has been for-
tunate in that we were 
very much at the end 
of our home summer 
programme when this 
crisis struck. Howev-
er, with the lockdown 
now in full force, we’re 
mindful of the difficul-

ties facing our cricket 
community.”

White said the 
NZC’s current focus 
was on ensuring the 
future sustainability of 
cricket in New Zealand.

He said NZC was 
applying for the Gov-
ernment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme “to assist in 
navigating the next 12 
weeks.”

“The scheme sup-
ports employers ad-
versely affected by 
COVID-19 so they can 
continue to pay their 
employees during the 
lockdown,” the NZC 
said.

Additionally, NZC 
staff and management 
had agreed to essen-
tially exhaust their 
leave entitlements 
over the balance of 
the financial year (to 

July 31) by switching 
to a four-day working 
week.

“We take our duty of 
care as an employer se-
riously and, at this junc-
ture, want to avoid any 
changes to our employee 
head-count or remunera-
tion levels,” he said.

“However, we’ll con-
tinue to closely monitor 
the effects on the wider 
cricket family.”

White said over the 
next few months, NZC 
would be working closely 
with all its stake-holders 
to plan for the various 
scenarios that may be 
feasible next season, in-
cluding community, do-
mestic and international 
options.

“Although the future 
is uncertain, we’re de-
termined to be well-pre-
pared for whatever op-

portunities arise,” he 
said.

On a positive note, 
White confirmed the 
ANZ New Zealand 
Cricket Awards, initial-
ly called off because of 
the COVID-19 outbreak, 
would be reinvented in 
the form of a digital and 
mainstream media cam-
paign over the week of 
April 28.

“We look forward to 
recognising and congrat-
ulating our outstanding 
players, officials, vol-
unteers, coaches and 
administrators for the 
2019-20 season in a fit-
ting way, despite the re-
strictions and limitations 
of the current climate.”

The pandemic has 
caused more than 50,000 
deaths worldwide and 
more than 10,00,000 in-
fected.

pandemic forces cancellation 
of Senior pGa Championship

LoS anGeLeS, apr 3 
(aFp): Next month’s 
Senior PGA Champion-
ship joined the lengthy 
list of golf events to be 
hit by the coronavirus 
pandemic as US officials 
confirmed cancellation 
of the May 19-24 tour-
nament.

A statement from the 
PGA of America said the 
tournament scheduled 
to take place at Harbor 
Shores Resort in Ben-
ton Harbor, Michigan, 

had been axed after 
state authorities issued 
a stay-at-home order on 
March 23.

“While we are in-
credibly disappointed, 
we all understand that 
protecting public health 
is the highest priori-
ty,” said PGA of Ameri-
ca chief executive Seth 
Waugh.

The 2021 Senior PGA 
Championship will be 
played at Southern Hills 
Country Club in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, but the tour-
nament will return to 
Harbor Shores in 2022.

Golf has faced se-
vere disruption since 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
erupted, with play halted 
on the USPGA, US LPGA 
and European tours.

The Masters and 
PGA Championship have 
been postponed, and the 
two remaining men’s 
majors, the US Open and 
British Open, are under 
threat.

players must ‘share financial 
burden’ during virus: pFa

loNDoN, apr 3 (aFp): 
The Professional Foot-
ballers’ Association insist 
they are aware players 
must “share the financial 
burden” during the coro-
navirus as the row over 
wage cuts for Premier 
League stars mounted.

The British Govern-
ment’s Health Secretary 
Matt Hancock called on 
top-flight players to take 
a pay cut after several 
clubs placed non-playing 
staff on furlough.

Hancock said Premier 
League players should 
“make a contribution, 
take a pay cut and play 
their part”.

The English sea-
son is suspended until 
at least April 30 due 
to the pandemic and 
there is little chance of 
a return to action for 
some while after that.

The optics of 
top stars, many on 
multi-million pound 
contracts, being fully 
paid during the crisis 
are bad for the PFA and 
the Premier League, 
especially with Tot-
tenham, Newcastle 
and Norwich all us-
ing the government’s 
job retention furlough 
scheme to save money.

Pressure is mount-
ing on players to accept 
wage cuts or deferrals, 
with talks on-going 

between the PFA, the 
Premier League and 
the English Football 
League.

The matter is ex-
pected to be debat-
ed again on Friday at 
a meeting of English 
football’s major stake-
holders.

The players’ union 
hinted at a resolution 
as they said in a state-
ment: “We fully accept 
that players will have 
to be flexible and share 
the financial burden of 
the Covid-19 outbreak 
in order to secure the 
long-term future of 
their own club and in-
deed the wider game.

“Our advice going 
out to players at this 
point reflects that ex-
pectation.”

Bournemouth man-
ager Eddie Howe and 
his Brighton counter-
part Graham Potter 
have agreed to wage 
cuts in the last two 
days, along with other 
senior staff at those 
clubs.

Players and man-
agement staff at Cham-
pionship leaders Leeds 
have agreed to defer 
wages.

Former Tottenham 
striker Gary Lineker 
on Thursday criticised 
his old club for using 
the furlough scheme 

and the PFA added that 
clubs should only be 
doing so if it is abso-
lutely necessary.

“We are aware of 
the public sentiment 
that the players should 
pay non-playing staff ’s 
salaries. However, our 
current position is 
that - as businesses - if 
clubs can afford to pay 
their players and staff, 
they should,” the state-
ment said.

“The players we 
have spoken to recog-
nise that the non-play-
ing staff are a vital part 
of their club and they 
do not want to see club 
staff furloughed un-
fairly.

“Any use of the 
government’s support 
schemes without gen-
uine financial need is 
detrimental to the wid-
er society.” Hancock’s 
demand followed com-
ments by his Conser-
vative colleague Julian 
Knight, who is chair of 
the Digital, Culture, Me-
dia and Sport committee.

Knight has told Pre-
mier League chief exec-
utive Richard Masters 
that clubs who furlough 
non-playing staff but 
do not impose cuts on 
player wages should be 
subjected to a windfall 
tax if they do not change 
approach by April 7.
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uS hijacking mask shipments in rush for coronavirus protection

kIM WILLSHer
Washington, 03 apr 
[theGuardian]: US buy-
ers waving wads of cash 
managed to wrest con-
trol of a consignment of 
masks as it was about to 
be dispatched from Chi-
na to one of the worst-
hit coronavirus areas of 
France, according to two 
French officials.

The masks were on a 
plane at Shanghai airport 
that was ready to take 
off when the US buyers 
turned up and offered 
three times what their 
French counterparts 
were paying.

Jean Rottner, a doc-
tor and president of the 
GrandEst regional coun-
cil, said part of the order 
of several million masks 
heading for the region, 
where intensive care 
units are inundated with 
Covid-19 patients, had 
been lost to the buyers.

“On the tarmac, they 
arrive, get the cash out 
… so we really have to 
fight,” he told RTL radio.

Rottner would not 
identify the buyers, who 
they were working for or 
which US state the cargo 
was flown to, but anoth-
er French official also 
involved in procuring 
masks from China said 
the group were acting for 
the US government.

“The icing on the 
cake, there is a foreign 
country that paid three 
times the price of the 

cargo on the tarmac,” 
Rénaud Muselier, the 
head of the south-east-
ern Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur region, told the 
French channel, BFMTV. 
The Guardian has con-
tacted the US state de-
partment for comment.

A senior administra-
tion official told AFP “the 
United States govern-
ment has not purchased 
any masks intended for 
delivery from China to 
France. Reports to the 
contrary are completely 
false.”

Canada’s prime min-
ister Justin Trudeau de-
scribed such reports as 
“concerning and asked 
officials to look into sim-
ilar claims that masks 
were being diverted 
away from his country.

“We need to make 
sure that equipment that 
is destined for Canada 
gets to and stays in Cana-
da, and I’ve asked minis-
ters to follow up on these 
particular reports,” he 
said on Thursday.

At a press conference 
in Brazil on Wednes-
day, the health minister, 
Luiz Henrique Mandet-
ta, said recent attempts 
by Brasília to purchase 
protection gear such as 
gloves and masks from 
China had fallen through.

“Today the US sent 
23 of their biggest cargo 
planes to China to pick 
up the material they had 
acquired. Many of our 

purchases, which we had 
hoped to confirm in or-
der to supply [our health 
system], fell through,” he 
said. “The whole world 
wants [these things] too. 
There is a problem of hy-
per-demand.”

Mandetta asked ordi-
nary Brazilians to make 
themselves homemade 
masks from pieces of 
cloth so that health pro-
fessionals could have the 
remaining professional 
equipment.

As the pandemic 
worsens, panicked gov-
ernments have been ac-
cused of using question-
able methods to acquire 
supplies in the battle 
against the coronavirus. 
Tactics have ranged from 
blocking exports of med-
ical supplies to sending 
spies on clandestine mis-
sions to find tests.

Fearing shortages 
and a strain on their 

health systems, a num-
ber of states, including 
France, Germany and 
Russia, have taken mea-
sures such as stockpiling 
masks and hazardous 
materials, or hazmat 
suits. This has meant lim-
iting exports of protec-
tive medical equipment.

Turkey allegedly 
went further, not only 
banning exports of pro-
tective gear but also ap-
pearing to renege on for-
eign sales of masks that 
had already been paid 
for.

Reports by the Bel-
gian newspaper Le Soir 
and the Italian daily 
Corriere della Sera said 
Turkish-made masks 
destined for those coun-
tries had never arrived. 
In Italy, it took more 
than two weeks follow-
ing a phone call from the 
prime minister, Giuseppe 
Conte, to the Turkish 

president, Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, for the masks to 
be released. In Belgium, 
supplies had still not 
been delivered despite a 
formal police complaint 
from the country’s health 
ministry.

Turkey has also 
threatened to comman-
deer domestic mask pro-
ducers to make sure they 
are provided only to the 
state. The local news out-
let Hurriyet quoted the 
interior minister, Süley-
man Soylu, as saying that 
authorities would seize 
factories if companies 
did not agree to sell on 
an exclusive basis to the 
health ministry.

China, the world’s 
largest mask manu-
facturer, was the first 
country to be hit by the 
Covid-19 outbreak and 
was also accused of 
stashing its supplies. It 
has, however, since been 

one of the few countries 
to go the other way, sell-
ing or donating millions 
of masks to Europe. One 
such shipment bound for 
Italy went through the 
Czech Republic, where it 
was seized by authorities 
under disputed circum-
stances.

Czech authorities 
denied allegations of 
state-backed stealing by 
Giornale Radio Rai, the 
radio news arm of Ita-
ly’s public broadcasting 
company, RAI. They said 
the masks had made 
their way to a warehouse 
north of Prague, where 
they were confiscated in 
an anti-trafficking oper-
ation. The foreign minis-
ter, Tomáš Petříček, later 
said his government had 
sent 110,000 masks to 
Rome as compensation.

A similar incident oc-
curred in Kenya, where 
a shipment of up to 6m 
masks bound for Ger-
many mysteriously dis-
appeared while passing 
through the east African 
country, although there 
has been no suggestion 
that the government was 
responsible.

Drugs and coro-
navirus tests are also 
being coveted around 
the globe. After the US 
president suggested, 
without fully backed 
scientific evidence, that 
a common anti-ma-
laria drug could treat 
Covid-19, India imme-

diately moved to ban 
exports of hydroxychlo-
roquine.

Israel’s Mossad in-
telligence agency has 
launched several clan-
destine international 
operations to fly in hun-
dreds of thousands of 
coronavirus testing kits.

Local media reports, 
citing unidentified med-
ical and intelligence offi-
cials, suggested the kits 
had been bought from an 
enemy state that would 
not want such a deal to 
be made public. Many 
countries do not recog-
nise Israel becauseof its 
treatment of the Pales-
tinians.

A few governments 
have even moved in re-
cent weeks to stockpile 
domestic food supplies. 
Kazakhstan, a major 
flour producer, banned 
exports, and Vietnam, 
the world’s third larg-
est rice exporter, did the 
same. Serbia moved first 
to block medicine and 
then sunflower exports.

Global food shortag-
es are not anticipated 
and most countries have 
kept their markets open, 
but efforts by anxious 
governments to wrest 
control of resources have 
many spooked.

Abraham L Newman, 
a professor at George-
town University’s de-
partment of government, 
and Henry Farrell, a pro-
fessor of political science 

and international affairs 
at George Washington 
University,said there was 
a risk of the world “se-
questering into distrust 
and selfishness”.

“The high level of mu-
tual suspicion currently 
brewing between states 
will make it harder to co-
ordinate an international 
response,” they wrote in 
the Havard Business Re-
view. “It is hard for gov-
ernments to be generous 
when their citizens are 
frightened and supplies 
are tight. Yet it may lead 
to a spiral of fear and re-
taliation.”

German media re-
ported last month that 
the Trump administra-
tion had offered a Ger-
man medical company 
large sums of money for 
exclusive access to a vac-
cine. Despite the fact that 
the company, CureVac, 
denied the reports, the 
incident clearly rattled 
other countries.

China’s state-run 
Global Times published 
an editorial describing 
the search for a vaccine 
as “a battle that China 
cannot afford to lose”.

Citing the reports on 
CureVac, it said: “Given 
the two leading western 
countries’ moves, we can 
see there is no way for 
China to rely on Europe 
or the US in vaccine de-
velopment. China has to 
be by itself in this crucial 
field.”

Human remains found at former 
home of jailed Yorkshire stalker

naZIa parVeen
london, 03 apr 
[theGuardian]: Hu-
man remains have been 
discovered at the former 
home of a military histo-
rian who was jailed for 
stalking and for possess-
ing an arsenal of illegal 
weaponry.

For the past four days 
there has been a heavy 
police presence at the 
former home of Kenneth 
Ward. Ward, 72, was 
jailed in December 2011 
for indecent exposure 
and weapons offences 

after police found a huge 
haul of weapons includ-
ing a loaded Luger pistol 
under his pillow and the 
cockpit of a second world 
war fighter plane with 
working machine guns at 
his remote cottage.

On Tuesday up 
to six officers began 
digging up a plot at 
Appletree Cottage 
in Chop Gate on the 
edge of the North York 
Moors national park. 
Police said they were 
working with a fo-
rensic archaeologist, 

after the discovery 
of suspected human 
bones. It is understood 
the cottage is now in 
the hands of new own-
ers, but was previously 
owned by Ward’s family 
for more than 300 years.

A spokesman for 
North Yorkshire police 
said: “Although it is too 
early to say precisely 
how old these bones are, 
current forensic inves-
tigations suggest that 
they are not recent, and 
are likely to be several 
decades old. Specialists 

are being used to recover 
and examine them.

“We’d ask people not 
to speculate online about 
the nature of the bones 
while this process is un-
der way.”

Ward’s neighbour 
Mandy Dunford said po-
lice arrived three days 
ago and there had been a 
lot of activity ever since. 
“They are searching the 
property and people in 
the Dale have been told 
that human remains have 
been found,” she said. 
“It’s very concerning.”

Dunford, 59, suffered 
a nine-year campaign of 
intimidation from Ward, 
who would creep around 
her property naked, 
sometimes dressed only 
in military boots, shoul-
dering a rifle.

Dunford revealed 
her ordeal in 2015 after 
Ward was released from 
prison and tried to move 
back to his home – but 
was prevented from do-
ing so after intervention 
from the current chan-
cellor, Rishi Sunak – Dun-
ford’s MP.

Hungarian journalists fear coronavirus 
law may be used to jail them

SHAUN WALKER
Budapest, 03 apr 
[theGuardian]: Hun-
garian journalists say 
a new law supposedly 
aimed at fighting the 
coronavirus will make 
objective reporting of 
the pandemic harder and 
leave them open to facing 
court cases or even jail 
time for their reporting.

The measures, in 
place since Monday, have 
been roundly criticised 
for the sweeping powers 
they hand to the nation-
alist prime minister, Vik-
tor Orbán, to rule by de-
cree. Another part of the 
bill provides penalties of 
up to five years in prison 
for those spreading mis-
information during the 
pandemic.

Journalists in the 
country say the new law 
is already being used to 
deny them access to in-
formation, and on occa-
sion to threaten them.

One Budapest-based 
journalist, who request-
ed anonymity given the 
current situation in the 
country, said she had 
called a hospital over the 
weekend to follow up on 
a tip-off about a group 
of doctors who had re-
portedly contracted the 
coronavirus there. “A few 
minutes later, the hos-
pital’s chief communi-
cation officer called me 
back and asked if I think 
it’s a good idea to keep 
asking about this, a day 
before the government’s 
bill will be passed,” she 
said.

Csaba Lukács, a jour-
nalist from the week-
ly newspaper Magyar 
Hang, said that since the 
law was passed at the 
beginning of the week, 
there had been a rise in 
threatening comments 
on social media or in 
emails warning staff that 
they would end up in 
jail. “We are also afraid 
we might face more law-
suits, which could put us 
in a very difficult finan-

cial situation,” said the 
journalist.

Hungary is ranked 
as the second-worst EU 
member state for press 
freedom in the most re-
cent list compiled by Re-
porters Without Borders. 
A stable of pro-govern-
ment outlets amplifies 
the government’s mes-
saging over migration, 
the main topic of Orbán’s 
discourse over the past 
five years, while the in-
dependent media land-
scape has been decimat-
ed over recent years.

Orbán’s spokesman, 
Zoltán Kovács, has lashed 
out at criticism of the 
law, and wrote in a re-
cent blogpost that it only 
covered a very specific 
offence, “to intention-
ally spread false infor-
mation and distortions 
that could undermine or 
thwart efforts to protect 
the public against the 
spread of the virus”.

But the government 
has done little to sug-
gest this won’t apply to 
independent journal-
ists, especially as it fre-
quently accuses them of 
spreading misinforma-
tion as part of a political 
vendetta against Orbán. 
In a conference call with 
foreign reporters last 
week, Hungary’s justice 
minister, Judit Varga, said 
the legal provision was 
“both adequate and nec-
essary in order to fight 
malicious disinformation 
campaigns”. She made it 
clear that the provision 
would apply to everyone, 
including journalists.

The majority of in-
dependent journalists 
in Hungary stressed 
that they did not be-
lieve the law would 
lead to mass incarcer-
ations, but said they 
were nevertheless 
deeply worried. One 
said their outlet had 
sought legal advice 
over how the law might 
affect its reporting.

Péter Erdélyi, a se-

nior editor at the on-
line portal 444.hu, said 
the law would have “a 
chilling effect” on the me-
dia landscape. He add-
ed that while he did not 
believe his own outlet 
would change the way it 
worked, in some places it 
could lead to self-censor-
ship. “When people are 
openly calling for your 
arrest, even if you don’t 
think it’s going to hap-
pen, it can affect you.”

As of Thursday morn-
ing, there were 585 coro-
navirus cases in Hunga-
ry, with 21 confirmed 
deaths. Recent reports 
by independent news 
outlets on the govern-
ment response to the 
pandemic include alle-
gations that the relative 
of a government minister 
had been selling disinfec-
tant and masks online at 
marked-up prices, and 
an investigation into the 
repeated restructuring of 
the country’s epidemio-
logical service by recent 
governments.

Over the past few 
weeks there has been a 
chorus of calls from gov-
ernment-aligned com-
mentators for “scare-
mongering” journalists 
to be harshly punished. A 
government-linked busi-
nessman has also bought 
into the country’s largest 
independent news por-
tal, fuelling fears of inter-
ference.

Márton Békés, a 
pro-government mag-
azine editor and his-
torian, said in a re-
cent discussion on 
the HirTV channel 
that Hungary was 
now in a “war situa-
tion” and some oppo-
sition media outlets 
were “openly rooting 
for the virus”. Anoth-
er guest on the pro-
gramme suggested 
opposition journalists 
spreading panic should 
be arrested. There is now 
specific legal provision to 
back up these calls.
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LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MED! The new couple, Ben Affleck 
& Ana De Armas share laugh amid the slower streets in 
Los Angeles.

Aries:
Think of this time as a reprieve from all the noise outside. 
A chance to retreat into your sanctuary, an opportunity to 
spend time with yourself. Aries, you have endured so many 
challenges in the past few months. Take this well-earned 
break to rejuvenate your mind, body, and soul; to listen to 
the stirrings of your heart, and realign with your soul pur-
pose. As the mystics say, the magic is in this moment.
Tip: Welcome this opportunity to come home to yourself.
Taurus:
This is a time of major epiphanies. You realise that there 
were no accidents in your life. Everything has been de-
signed to perfection and has unfolded in accordance with 
the divine plan. Give thanks, Taurus. Give thanks to myste-
rious forces above that showed up for you even when you 
weren’t aware of their presence. What you want to focus 
on this quarantine season: the process of self-inquiry. Your 
true self has been waiting to have a rendezvous with you 
for a long, long time.
Tip: Look within.
Gemini:
Why do we resist change when it is the only thing that 
makes way for a new world order? Let the old structures 
crumble, Gemini. Witness the transformation that is tak-
ing place on an individual and collective level. Letting go 
of unhealthy attachments is the only way to transcend. No, 
this isn’t going to be easy, but nothing worthwhile ever is. 
But you don’t have to do this alone. If you find yourself 
struggling with the process, reach out to the people around 
you—your co-passengers on this journey to enlighten-
ment. Consider a virtual sharing circle where everybody 
can talk about how the outside is affecting the inside. Rise 
together as a community, wild one!
Tip: Become the eye of the storm.
Cancer:
As an empath, you feel pain and chaos more intensely than 

those around you. Therefore, the need to help is also far 
greater. But, there’s only so much you can pour from an 
empty cup. So strike a balance between what you give 
yourself and what you give to the world. This is the time 
to develop self-care rituals that will help you feel nurtured. 
Meditation and mindfulness are also taking centre-stage 
this week. So, breathe in and breathe out. Quarantine sea-
son revelations: nothing helps you cancel out the noise like 
raising your vibrations.
Tip: Understand the need of self-care in the time of 
self-isolation.
Leo:
The process of self-inquiry is seldom easy. There are de-
mons vying for your attention, unhealed trauma and 
unprocessed emotions to deal with. But denial is never 
healthy, Leo. If there’s anything this period of isolation is 
teaching you, it’s the importance of bringing light to your 
shadows and putting a balm to those old wounds. As Eck-
hart Tolle wisely said, “Awareness is the greatest agent for 
change.”
Tip: You are experiencing deep, inner alchemy through the 
process of isolation.
Virgo:
This work-from-home scenario is anything but rainbows 
and sunshine. There are dishes to do and cobwebs to clear 
and meals to prepare. Not that you can explain any of this 
at the 10am meeting today. But let’s not forget that you are 
a Virgo! Even if the world is falling apart, you will *always* 
have a plan in place. So manage your time and organise 
your schedule better. Make focus and discipline your pow-
er words. This is the time to establish new routines that 
will serve you in the long run.
Tip: Establish new routines and learn to manage your time 
in an effective manner.
Libra:
The world may be on lockdown, but that doesn’t mean 

your optimism has to be. This is a time of deep, inner al-
chemy, Libra. You’re having so many epiphanies around 
the concept of joy, contentment, and happiness; learning 
to be your own sunshine because there is the only way to 
survive the dark night. Feeling inspired to connect with 
your inner child? Replace the idea of productivity with cre-
ativity. Respond to the creative urges emanating from deep 
within you through art and movement.
Tip: You’re learning to make your own happiness potion.
Scorpio:
Quarantine season was supposed to be fun. I mean, weren’t 
we going to be parading around in our Sunday best (read: 
PJs) and OD-ing on our favourite shows? But now, the lock-
down has been extended and you’re longing for the out-
side world. At times like these, we have no option but to 
turn inwards, Scorpio; to find a source of joy and happiness 
within, to celebrate the simple things that make our lives 
oh-so-beautiful, like making chai with your sister every 
morning or listening to your dad narrate anecdotes from 
his youth!
Tip: Find joy in small, simple things.
Sagittarius:
This period of self-isolation was supposed to be an ex-
tended sleepover party but you’ve re-read all your favou-
rite books, watched every show on Netflix, and learned 
about seven new languages. Now what? The outdoors look 
tempting but your longing for sunshine could get you into 
a lot of trouble. What the cards are urging you to do: con-
sider the art of turning lemons into lemon tarts. Drag your 
mat to the terrace or the backyard and do your crunches to 
the sound of Cardi B’s tunes. Miss having your crew around 
to motivate you? Organise a virtual dance-a-thon tonight.
Tip: Find new ways to stay motivated.
Capricorn:
It’s either all-in or all-out, Capricorn, because lukewarm 
just doesn’t cut it for you. You’re in the mood to take life 

by the horns and experience everything fully. As a popu-
lar phrase goes, “Rejoice in life, in love, in meditation, in 
the beauties of the world, in the ecstasy of existence—re-
joice in everything! Transform the mundane into the sa-
cred. Transform this shore ino the other shore, transform 
the earth into paradise.” For those who are feeling lost 
and confused: there are big things taking place behind the 
scenes for you. Perfect the art of trust and surrender.
Tip: Experience life fully.
Aquarius:
Given the current state of affairs, it will be easy to go into a 
state of panic. One word, Aquarius: boundaries. This is the 
only way to ensure you don’t pick up on the collective hys-
teria that could potentially lower your vibration. So take 
the necessary precautionary measures like self-isolation 
and regularly washing your hands, but also remember to 
stay centred. Your consumption habits will play an inte-
gral role in how you are feeling. Avoid the instant noodles 
and sugary chai circle. Instead, consume freshly prepared 
meals with healthy, immunity-boosting ingredients. Medi-
tating and exercising regularly will also help you maintain 
a state of balance.
Tip: Be mindful of your consumption habits.
Pisces:
Hello, and welcome to the land of your personal demons! 
Nobody said this was going to be easy. Then again, nothing 
transformative ever is. Resist the urge to run away from 
the turmoil. What you want to do instead is unpack, sit 
down with your thoughts, observe the patterns, and re-
lease that which is no longer yours. This is the only way 
to free yourself from the old story, Pisces. Know that you 
are rising, moving, shifting, and evolving. The next chapter 
is going to be fulfilling on so many levels. So, buckle your 
seatbelt and enjoy every bit of transformation process.
Tip: Have a chat with your demons.

Never missed being in the 
spotlight: Karisma Kapoor

SHuBHa duBeY
Mumbai, apr 3 (pTI): Actor 
Karisma Kapoor says staying 
away from the camera was 
a conscious decision as she 
wanted to focus on her chil-
dren.

The 45-year-old actor, 
whose last full-fledged on 
screen appearance was in 
2012 “Dangerous Ishq”, be-
lieves motherhood is a huge 
commitment and she didn’t 
want to miss out on her kids, 
Samiera and Kiaan’s growing 
up years.

“I never really missed 
being in front of the camera, 
or not being in the spotlight. 
I do work regularly, but I 
haven’t faced the camera in 
a full-fledged role in a long 
time.

“This decision was com-
pletely made out of choice be-
cause I wanted to spend time 
at home and not do a movie, 
which at that time was a big 
commitment. I really felt that 
I wanted to give the time to 
my family, my children and 
I didn’t want to miss out on 
that, Karisma told PTI in an 
interview.

The actor, who ruled the 
90s and early 2000s with 
films Coolie No.1 , Jeet , Raja 
Hindustani , Hero No 1 , Dil To 
Pagal Hai , Fiza and Zubeidaa 
, has returned to acting with 
web series Mentalhood .

Karisma said she decid-
ed to the board the ALTBa-
laji and Zee5 comedy-drama 
series, which also marks her 
digital debut, because it fo-
cuses on the life of a parent.

The show is completely 
based on motherhood, some-
thing that’s very special to 
me. When Ekta (Kapoor) told 
me about the show, I told 
her that I wasn’t really sure 
if I wanted to act again. But 
when she made me hear the 
script, I just fell in love with 
it. I wanted people to know 
what I go through on a dai-
ly basis and this was the 
perfect platform.

The actor said she 
knew that whenever she 
would return to acting, it 
would be a subject with a 
purpose .

I really felt like I wanted 
to do something different 
and meaningful that serves 
a purpose giving people a 
lot to reflect upon. I felt this 
was the right platform and 
I thoroughly enjoyed the 
script and that’s why I did 
Mentalhood.

“I really also wanted 
people, all the women, la-
dies, mothers-to-be and sin-
gle men who have children 
to know that they aren’t 
alone. These are emotions 
and feelings we go through 
on a daily basis and we go 
through it together. Be it 
the highs and the lows, she 
added.

The series, written by 
Ritu Bhatia and directed by 
Karishma Kohli, also fea-
tures Shilpa Shukla, Tillota-

ma Singh, Shruti Seth and 
Sandhya Mridul.

It is one of the first web 
shows in India to have vir-
tually an all-female cast and 
crew and Karisma said work-
ing on women-led set was a 
delightful experience.

The energy on the set 
was really fantastic. To have 
a predominantly female 
crew right from the produc-
er to the director to most of 
the cast, female technicians, 
writer, online producer, we 
were all women. It was really 
wonderful to be back on set 
and give my best in front of 
the camera.

The actor said digital 
medium has given a voice to 
many and is the best plat-
form for artistes right now.

You can speak a lot and 
say a lot more things. That’s 
why I am really happy that I 
did Mentalhood’. I really nev-
er planned anything in my 
life. I never even thought I 
would land up doing Mental-
hood’ and would act again. I 
just take each day as it comes. 
If I do find a project interest-
ing and really want to do it, 
maybe I will, maybe I won’t. 
Who knows, time will tell, 
she ad. PTIded.

Produced by Filmfarm 
Productions, “Mental-
hood” is streaming on ALT 
Balaji, Zee5.

Shabana azmi, Hema Malini condemn 
the attack on doctors in Indore

MuMBaI, apr 3 (pTI): Vet-
eran actors Shabana Azmi, 
Hema Malini and Rishi Ka-
poor have condemned the 
attack on medical profession-
als in Indore.

A five-member team from 
the health department had 
gone to Taatpatti Bakhal on 
Wednesday to quarantine 
relatives and acquaintances 
of a COVID-19 patient, when 
an unruly mob attacked 
them with stones, injuring 
two women doctors.

The video of the attack 
went viral on social media.

“Respect. Dr Trupti and 
Dr Raziya are true role 
models. And the behaviour 
of those who pelted them 
with stones is shameful and 
condemnable,” Azmi said on 
Twitter.

Actor-turned-politician 
Hema Malini said, “In the 
midst of the entire country’s 
appreciation of the sacrific-
es of doctors, health work-
ers and paramedics comes 
the news of unwarranted 
attacks on them in Indore 
by ungrateful miscreants. 
How could a mob attack 
people who are risking their 
own lives to save ours? Sad! 
Shameful.”

Kapoor appealed to ev-

eryone to not resort to any 
kind of violence on the med-
ical staff and police.

“An appeal to all broth-
ers and sisters from all so-
cial status and faiths. Please 
don’t resort to violence,-
stone throwing or lynching. 
Doctors,Nurses,Medics, Po-
licemen etc..are endanger-
ing their lives to save you. 
We have to win this Corona-
virus war together. Please,” 
Kapoor said.

“Shameful attack on 
health workers who are 
risking their lives for us 
. These people should be 
punished,” Onir tweeted.

Actor Divyendu Sharma 
said, “The most disturbing 
thing I saw this morning.. is 
this how we treat our doc-
tors? Health care workers? 
What are we???? #COVIDI-
OTS #shameful.”

Actor Shilpa Shetty said 
instead of attacking the 
medical professionals one 
must come together to help 
them in the fight against the 
pandemic.

“Our medical profes-
sionals are out there on 
the field, risking their lives 
while protecting ours. The 
least we can do is come to-
gether as a community and 

help them prepare for the 
battle they’re fighting,” she 
wrote on Twitter.

Actor Dipannita Sharma 
suggested that the health 
care professionals should be 
given protection.

“Health care profes-
sionals are our guiding 
angels. Let’s please nev-
er forget that .We should 
be indebted to them, for 
putting their lives on the 
line to save others. Noth-
ing can justify attacks on 
them. It’s a disgrace. They 
must be given protection 
at this time #coronawar-
riors,” she said.

‘top Gun: Maverick’ release pushed 
to december due to coronavirus

los angeles, apr 3 (pTI): Hollywood star 
Tom Cruise on Friday announced that the re-
lease of his much-awaited film Top Gun: Mav-
erick has been postponed to December due 
to coronavirus pandemic.

The anticipated Paramount Pictures mov-
ie, which was scheduled to debut on June 24, 
will now release December 23, 2020.

Cruise took to Twitter to share the new 
release date of the film, which is the sequel 
to his 1986 classic hit.

I know many of you have waited 34 
years. Unfortunately, it will be a little lon-

ger. Top Gun: Maverick’ will fly this Decem-
ber. Stay safe, everyone, the actor posted on 
Twitter.

The follow-up features Cruise reprising 
his role as US Naval aviator Pete “Maverick” 
Mitchell along with Miles Teller, Jennifer Con-
nelly, Val Kilmer and Jon Hamm.

The Joseph Kosinski-directed film is the 
latest project to have been pulled from re-
lease because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Paramount also pushed the release of 
A Quiet Place: Part II to September and The 
Spongebob Movie: Sponge the Run to July.


