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Sikkimese can now return 
to State in own vehicle

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 May: 

The Government of 
Sikkim has agreed 

to allow people strand-
ed in different parts of 
the country to return to 
Sikkim in their own ve-
hicles, if they so desire. 
This process would start 
from 11 May, 2020 on-
ward, informs a press 
release from State Evacu-
ation Cell for Covid-19.

However, as per the 

direction of the Cen-
tral Government, only 
regulated movement is 
allowed during the lock-
down period. To facilitate 
the easy movement of 
people in their own ve-
hicles (or vehicles hired 
for the purpose), the fol-
lowing application form 
should be filled. The form 
may be viewed at

https://covid19sikkim.
org/home/vehiclepermit

The application in 

itself is not a permit to 
travel to Sikkim which 
can be done only after re-
ceiving approval. On ap-
proval, a link will be sent 
to the registered mobile 
number which can then 
be downloaded and car-
ried along on their travel 
back home.

Also, all the travelling 
members have to com-
pulsorily undergo 14-day 
quarantine on arrival, as 
per the Health Depart-

ment protocol.
Only limited number 

of vehicles will be al-
lowed to enter Sikkim 
every day. To regulate 
the movement, priority 
will be given to medical 
patients. People desir-
ing to travel on their own 
vehicle are requested 
to wait for the approval 
after they apply for the 
permission through the 
above given link.

It may also be noted 

that all the travelling 
passengers should be 
registered at registra-
tion.covid19sikkim.org. 
All those who will be 
travelling by own vehicle 
should reach the respec-
tive checkposts between 
10 am to 1 pm every day.

Those belonging to 
South and West District 
should head towards Melli 
checkpost and those from 
North and East district to-
wards Rangpo checkpost.

Death toll due to COVID-19 rises 
to 1,981; cases climb to 59,662

New Delhi, May 9 
(PTI): The death toll 
due to COVID-19 rose to 
1,981 and the number of 
cases climbed to 59,662 
in the country on Sat-
urday, registering an in-
crease of 95 deaths and 
3,320 cases in the last 24 
hours, according to the 
Union health ministry.?

The number of active 
COVID-19 cases stood 
at 39,834, while 17,846 
people have recovered 
and one patient has mi-
grated, it said.?

“Thus, around 29.91 
per cent patients have 
recovered so far,” a se-
nior health ministry of-
ficial said

The total number of 
cases also include 111 
foreign nationals

A total 95 deaths 
deaths were reported 
since Friday morning, of 
which 37 in Maharash-
tra, 24 in Gujarat, nine 
in West Bengal, seven in 
Madhya Pradesh, four 

each from Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh, three 
from Andhra Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu and two 
from Delhi and one each 
from Punjab and Hary-
ana.

Jharkhand has re-
corded three COVID-19 
fatalities. Odisha and Hi-
machal Pradesh have re-
ported two deaths each

Meghalaya, Chandi-
garh, Assam and Uttara-
khand have reported one 
fatality each, according 
to the Union health min-
istry’s data.

According to the min-
istry’s website, 70 per 
cent of the deaths are 
due to comorbidities

However, a PTI tally 
of the figures reported 
by various states as on 
Friday evening showed 
59,100 cases 1,904 
deaths in the country.

There has been a lag 
in the Union health min-
istry figures, compared 
to the number of deaths 

announced by different 
states, which officials 
attribute to procedural 
delays in assigning the 
cases to individual states.

According to the 
health ministry data 
updated in the morn-
ing, the highest num-
ber of confirmed cases 
in the country are from 
Maharashtra at 19,063, 
followed by Gujarat at 
7,402, Delhi at 6,318, 
Tamil Nadu at 6,009, Ra-
jasthan at 3,579, Madhya 
Pradesh at 3,341 and Ut-
tar Pradesh at 3,214

The number of CO-
VID-19 cases has gone 
up to 1,887 in Andhra 
Pradesh and 1,731 in 
Punjab

It has risen to 1,678 
in West Bengal, 1,133 in 
Telengana, 823 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, 753 in Kar-
nataka, 647 in Haryana 
and 571 in Bihar

Kerala has reported 
503 coronavirus cases so 
far,                    turn to pg 02

NOTICE ON EVACUATION
Esteemed citizens of Sikkim who have been identified for evacua-
tion shall receive an SMS from *’SIKGOV’* as under:

“Kindly board bus no <bus no> on <date> at <time> from <lo-
cation>. Report 1 hour before the scheduled departure. Contact 
officer in charge <mobile number>.“

This SMS and Aarogya Setu App on Smart Phones has to be 
shown at the time of boarding the SNT bus at the designated 
place, failing which, he/she shall not be allowed to board the bus.

- Issued by State Evacuation Cell for COVID-19

Only severe COVID-19 patients to be tested 
before discharge: Union health ministry

New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): 
Coronavirus infected 
patients developing se-
vere illness or having 
compromised immunity 
will have to test nega-
tive through RT-PCR test 
before being discharged 
by a hospital, the Union 
health ministry on Fri-
day said in its revised 
discharge policy for CO-
VID-19 cases.

Moderate cases of 
COVID-19 and pre-symp-
tomatic, mild and very 
mild cases need not un-
dergo tests before being 
discharged after resolu-
tion of symptoms.

According to the 
rules till now, a patient 
was considered fit to be 
discharged if he or she 
tested negative on day 
14 and then again in a 
span of 24 hours. “The 
revised discharge policy 
is aligned with the guide-
lines on the 3 tier COVID 
facilities and the cate-
gorisation of patients 
based on clinical sever-
ity,” the ministry said.

The death toll due to 
COVID-19 rose to 1,981 
and the number of cases 
climbed to 59,662 on 

Saturday, registering an 
increase of 95 deaths and 
3,320 cases in the last 24 
hours, according to the 
Union health ministry.

The discharge crite-
ria for severe cases, in-
cluding immunocompro-
mised like HIV patients, 
transplant recipients, 
and those having malig-
nancy will be based on 
clinical recovery and of 
patient tested negative 
once by RT-PCR (after 
resolution of symptoms), 
the revised policy stated.

Cases clinically clas-
sified as “moderate” will 

undergo monitoring of 
body temperature and 
oxygen saturation.

If fever resolves with-
in three days and patient 
maintains saturation 
above 95 per cent for the 
next four days (without 
oxygen support), such 
a patient will be dis-
charged after 10 days of 
symptom onset incase of 
absence of fever without 
antipyretics, resolution 
of breathlessness and no 
oxygen requirement

“There will be no need 
for testing prior to dis-
charge,” the ministry said.

At the time of dis-
charge, patient will be 
advised to follow home 
isolation for seven days 
as per the guidelines.

Patient on oxygen-
ation also falling un-
der moderate category, 
whose fever does not 
resolve within three days 
and demand of oxygen 
therapy continues, will 
be discharged only af-
ter resolution of clini-
cal symptoms and when 
they are able to maintain 
oxygen saturation for 
three consecutive days.

turn to pg 02

SBI complains to CBI after Rs 411-
cr loan defaulters flee country

New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): 
Three promoters of Ram 
Dev International, re-
cently booked by the 
CBI for allegedly cheat-
ing a consortium of six 
banks to the tune of Rs 
411 crore, have already 
fled the country before 
the State Bank of India 
reached the agency with 
the complaint, officials 
said on Saturday.

The CBI had recently 
booked the company en-
gaged in export of Basmati 
rice to the West Asian and 
European countries and its 
directors Naresh Kumar, 
Suresh Kumar and Sangita 
on the basis of complaint 
from the State Bank of India 
(SBI), which suffered the 
loss of more than Rs 173 
crore, they said.

The company had 
three rice milling plants, 

besides eight sorting and 
grading units in Karnal 
district with offices in 
Saudi Arabia and Dubai 
for trading purposes, the 
SBI complaint said.

Besides SBI, other 
members of consortium 
are Canara Bank, Union 
Bank of India, IDBI, Cen-
tral Bank of India and Cor-
poration Bank, they said.

The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) did 
not carry out any search-
es in the matter because 
of the coronavirus-in-
duced lockdown, the of-
ficials said.

The agency will start 
the process of summon-
ing the accused, in case 
they do not join the inves-
tigation, appropriate legal 
action will be initiated, 
they said. According to the 
complaint filed by SBI, the 

account had become non-
performing asset (NPA) 
on January 27, 2016.

The banks conducted 
a joint inspection of prop-
erties in August and Oc-
tober, nearly 7-9 months 
later only to find Haryana 
Police security guards de-
ployed there, they said.

“On inquiry, it has 
come to notice that bor-
rowers are absconding 
and have left the coun-
try,” according to the 
complaint filed on Febru-
ary 25, 2020, over four 
years after the account 
had become NPA.

The complaint al-
leged that borrowers 
had removed entire ma-
chinery from old plant 
and fudged the balance 
sheets in order to unlaw-
fully gain at the cost of 
banks’ funds, it said.

India’s chemical plant disaster: 
another case of history repeating itself

JASON BURKE
New Delhi, 09 May [theGuardian]: 
The gas leak at a chemical factory 
in Visakhapatnam will immedi-
ately remind many in India and 
beyond of the 1984 Bhopal disas-
ter, widely considered the world’s 
worst industrial disaster.

So far, the scale of the trag-
edies are very different. Eleven 
people are confirmed to have died 
in Visakhapatnam – but with hun-
dreds hospitalised and thousands 
affected, there are fears the toll 
will rise. In Bhopal, 4,000 people 
died within days of the toxic gas 
leak from a pesticide plant in the 
central Indian city, and thousands 
more in the following years.

But there are also startling par-
allels. The leak in Visakhapatnam, 
an industrial port city in Andhra 
Pradesh state on India’s east coast, 
was from two 5,000-tonne tanks 
of liquid chemicals. According to 
a local police officer, it occurred as 
the plant was being restarted as 
coronavirus restrictions imposed 
in late March were eased.

In Bhopal, a much bigger leak 

occurred, also from a tank full of 
chemical liquid – extremely haz-
ardous methyl isocyanate – as 
parts of the complex were reacti-
vated after a shutdown.

In both cases, the leak oc-
curred at night, releasing gas into 
the crowded homes of workers 
and their families living around 
the factories. And both plants had 
overseas owners: South Korea’s 
biggest petrochemical maker, LG 
Chem, in the case of Visakhapat-
nam, and US-based Union Carbide 
the majority owner in the case of 
Bhopal.

Both incidents are only the 
most high-profile of thousands, big 
and small, that happen every year 
in India.

Quite how many industrial ac-
cidents occur in India annually is 
unknown, as many go unreported. 
Government statistics – which 
show 54,000 killed or injured in 
factory accidents between 2014 
and 2016 – are thought to only 
represent a fraction of all casual-
ties. Campaigners claim the true 
figure is up to 15 times greater.

One problem is that few work-
ers or their relatives are aware of 
their rights or have the resources 
to seek legal redress. Many are mi-
grant workers from distant rural 
communities, a higher proportion 
are women, a significant number 
come from the most disadvantaged 
communities, and so are vulner-
able to physical or other threats. 
Employers often pay compensa-
tion privately to ensure a bereaved 
family’s silence.

Though a profusion of laws ex-
ist to protect workers in India, few 
are enforced. Inspections are rare, 
and some officials are easily com-
promised. Last year a fire caused 
by a short circuit killed 43 people 
and injured 60 in a workshop in 
Delhi. The building had been re-
peatedly inspected by local offi-
cials but no alarms were raised de-
spite its evidently poor condition. 
Police said they would investigate 
alleged corruption.

Similarly, owners often escape 
sanction. The criminal justice sys-
tem in India is slow, and scarce 
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SUNDAY, 10 MAY 
ODD NUMBER 
PRIVATE VEHI-
CLES ALLOWED 
TO PLY TODAY 

No taxis or two-
wheelers allowed to 
ply today

Entrepreneurs 
in rural belts 
switch to mak-
ing face masks 
amid CO-
VID-19 crisis
Kolkata, May 9 (PTI): 
A number of entrepre-
neurs based in rural ar-
eas of the country have 
taken to manufacturing 
face masks amid dwin-
dling demand for their 
regular produce in the 
wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic, an official said 
on Saturday.

Around, 500 rural 
entrepreneurs have so 
far produced and sold 
3.5 lakh such masks un-
der the Start-up Village 
Entrepreneurship Pro-
gramme (SVEP), he said.

They produce around 
2,500 masks per day for 
health professionals, po-
licemen, media person-
nel and cleaning staff, the 
official said.

In West Bengal, 38 
entrepreneurs manufac-
ture nearly 600 masks a 
day in blocks of Dinhata, 
Pathar Pratima and Man-
ikchak in different dis-
tricts of the state.

The entrepreneurs, 
trained under SVEP 
-- under the National 
Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion (NRLM) -- have sold 
49,000 masks in the state 
till date, he said. Apart 
from West Bengal, the pro-
gramme is active in the ru-
ral belts of Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
Jharkhand and Haryana, 
he added.

The masks are made 
in hygienic conditions 
and under the supervi-
sion of district authori-
ties, SVEP-EDII Project 
Head Rajesh Gupta said.

“They have been 
trained to innovate and 
adapt to the changing en-
vironment. Their actions 
in the present scenario 
prove that the training 
has been successful,” 
Gupta said.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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CLASSIFIEDS

Mild, very mild and pre-symptomatic cases admit-
ted to a COVID care facility will undergo regular tem-
perature and pulse oximetry monitoring.

“The patient can be discharged after 10 days of 
symptom onset and no fever for three days. There will 
be no need for testing prior to discharge,” the revised 
discharge policy stated.

At the time of discharge, patient will be advised to 
follow home isolation for further seen days as per the 
prescribed guidelines.

At any point of time, prior to discharge from CO-
VID Care Centre, if oxygen saturation dips below 95 
per cent, patient will be moved to Dedicated COVID 
Health Centre.

After discharge from the facility, if he/she again 
develops symptoms of fever, cough or breathing dif-
ficulty he will contact the COVID Care Centre or state 
helpline or 1075.

His or her health will again be followed up through 
tele-conference on day 14, it said.

Only severe...

police resources are unlikely to be focused on the in-
vestigation of industrial accidents. Local political ri-
valries, or tensions between state-level and national-
level governments can also complicate the search for 
justice. Pursuing multinationals or foreign owners is 
expensive, complicated, time-consuming and fraught 
with uncertainty.

In the case of Bhopal, the then chairman of the 
company, a US citizen, refused to return to India to 
face charges, and Union Carbide paid only $470m 
(£282m) in 1989 to the Indian government in an out-
of-court settlement. In 2010 a court sentenced eight 
Indians to two years in jail.

Finally, there is the profound problem of politi-
cal will. Campaigners point to the example of traffic 
accidents. There are between 150,000 and 300,000 
road deaths a year in India. Most of the casualties are 
poor people, with pedestrians and cyclists prominent 
among victims. Political decision-makers are signifi-
cantly more likely to be among those being driven in 
large, safe cars on the chaotic roads than among those 
suffering most from the potholes, poor discipline and 
driving skills, or badly maintained vehicles.

The same is true of air pollution, which causes 
more than 2 million deaths each year, according to 
some estimates. Once again, those who suffer most 
cannot afford air filters, sealed windows, homes with 
gardens or travel during acute periods.

PV Ramesh, a senior official in the Andhra Pradesh 
government, said 10m rupees ($131,900) in compen-
sation would be given to the families of those who 
died on Thursday at Visakhapatnam, and the causes 
of the accident investigated.

“Obviously something has gone wrong,” Ramesh 
said. “Nobody will be spared.”

India’s chemical ...

while Odisha has 271 cases. A total of 150 people have 
been infected with the deadly virus in Chandigarh and 
132 in Jharkhand

Tripura has reported 118 cases, Uttarakhand has 
63 cases, Chhattisgarh and Assam have 59 cases each, 
Himachal Pradesh has 50 and Ladakh has registered 
42 cases so far

Thirty-three COVID-19 cases have been reported 
from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Meghalaya has registered 12 cases, Puducherry 
has nine, while Goa has seven COVID-19 cases.

Manipur has two cases. Mizoram, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Dadar and Nagar Haveli have reported 
a case each

“Our figures are being reconciled with the ICMR 
(Indian Council of Medical Research),” the ministry 
said on its website

State-wise distribution is subject to further verifi-
cation and reconciliation, it said.

Death toll...

SKM counters Chamling’s allegations
PARTY THAT FAILED TO SET UP LAB IN 25 YEARS, WANTS US TO DO IT IN 40 DAYS
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 May: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha spokesperson, CP 

Sharma, yesterday said 
that SDF government’s 
rush to inaugurate the 
multispecialty STNM 
hospital has set Sikkim 
back in its fight against 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The hospital was in-
augurated even though 
it was not completely 
ready, he said.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
afternoon, Mr Sharma 
strongly refuted and con-
demned various allega-
tions made by SDF presi-
dent, Pawan Chamling on 
Thursday during a press 
conference.

Mr Sharma men-
tioned that the state gov-
ernment has been suc-
cessful in keeping Sikkim 
free from COVID-19 but 
in such a difficult situa-
tion the opposition party 
is busy leveling allega-
tions. 

It was the failure of 
SDF that it could not set 
up a single lab in the 
State in the last 25 years 
of government, he stated. 

“The party that failed 
to create a single lab in 
its 25 years in power is 
now accusing the SKM 
government of not creat-
ing COVID-19 testing lab 
in 40 days of lockdown,” 
said Mr Sharma.

Even though Sikkim 
has many cancer cases, 

the SDF government 
failed to establish a can-
cer center in the state 
but SKM government 
has established a cancer 
care centre within one 
year of its government, 
he added.

Mr Sharma informed 
that the state govern-
ment sent a group of doc-
tors and engineers out-
side the state to get infor-
mation on setting up the 
lab, and after completing 
quarantine period after 
they returned, the team 
has been working in the 
state at present. 

While refuting allega-
tion of Mr Chamling that 
the government is giving 
preferential treatment 
to some stranded Sik-

kimese, Mr Sharma said 
that a senior leader of 
the state should not level 
such allegations without 
any evidence.

He mentioned that 
the government has not 
received any information 
from any such six stu-
dents of Sikkim in Kota 
or from their parents.

It may be mentioned 
that 19 students recently 
returned from Kota and 
there were rumors of 
6 others left behind in 
Kota. It was alleged that 
the 19 were brought back 
because they belonged to 
well-to-do families. 

“We are very con-
cerned and serious about 
every Sikkimese strand-
ed in different parts of 

the country and working 
hard to bring all of them 
home,” Mr Sharma said.

While condemn-
ing the allegation of Mr 
Chamling on distribu-
tion of relief materials, 
Mr Sharma asserted 
that before making any 
false and baseless state-
ments Mr Chamling be-
ing an MLA should visit 
his own constituency to 
see if all supporters of 
his party and people of 
his constituency have 
been provided with the 
relief. 

He mentioned that PS 
Tamang was the first CM 
in the state to give clear 
account of funds received 
and its expenditure. He 
alleged that Mr Chamling 

did not show such trans-
parency about the 2011 
earthquake relief funds.

SKM spokesperson, 
Jacob Khaling said that 
no party worker has 
been given permission 
to make any statement 
on the video circulating 
on social media of a girl 
from Sikkim stranded in 
Maharashtra. 

It may be mentioned 
that SKM social media 
coordinator, Pema Chul-
tim reportedly made 
statements that SDF is 
behind the video. 

Mr Khaling said that 
disciplinary action will 
be initiated against any 
party worker found mak-
ing irresponsible state-
ments.

CM calls on Governor
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 May: 

Chief Minister PS Tamang 
[Golay] called on Gover-

nor Ganga Prasad here at 
Raj Bhawan on Saturday.

In his Facebook page, 
the CM writes, “During 
the call on, I updated 
him about the recent 
developments in the 
state regarding our fight 
against COVID 19 and 
also informed about the 
preventive measures 
adopted by the Govern-

ment and the adminis-
tration to handle the cur-
rent situation. Further, I 
also informed him about 
the preparedness and 
the austerity measures 
adopted by the state 
to tackle the situation. 
The Hon’ble Governor 
shared some of his sug-
gestions to tackle COVID 
19 in the state. I thanked 
him for his feedback and 
his concern towards the 
wellbeing of Sikkim and 
Sikkimese people.”

Contribution towards CM’s Relief Fund
Mangan, 09 May (IPR): Minister 
for Roads & Bridges, Samdup Lep-
cha handed over to the Chief Min-
ister the cheques that have been 
donated by the people of North 
Sikkim towards Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund.

Following is the list of the per-
sons who have made their gener-
ous contribution towards Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund.

1. Chegyal Lachungpa from La-
chung amount Rupees 1,00,000/- 
(Rupees One lakh only)

2. Sonam Dadul (Agya Saila) 
from Mangan amount Rupees 
1,00,000/- (Rupees one lakh only)

3. Lhakpa Thendup Lachun-
gpa from Gangtok amount Rupees 
50,000/- (Rupees Fifty one thou-
sand only)

4. Owner-cum-Driver Asso-
ciation Lachung Dzomsa amount 
Rupees 30,100/- (Rupees Thirty 
thousand one hundred only)

5. (Group C and D) District Lev-
el Executive Members Employees 
Association, North Sikkim amount 

22,000/- (Rupees Twenty two 
thousand only)

6. Karma Thandup Lachungpa 
amount Rupees 15,000/- (Rupees 
fifteen thousand only)

7. Tseten Lepcha and Budharaj 
Tamang from Maling amount Ru-
pees 10,000/- (Rupees Ten thou-
sand only)

8. Topden Lepcha from Lingzya, 

Dzongu amount Rupees 20,500/- 
(Rupees two thousand five hun-
dred only)

9. Chungthang Driver Associa-
tion amount Rupees 25,000/- (Ru-
pees Twenty five thousand only)

Chief Minister extended his 
gratitude to all for their kind ges-
ture and generous contribution to-
wards Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.

NDRF team on sanitiza-
tion duty at Rangpo

Rangpo, 09 May [IPR]: 
The largest singular 
and specialised disas-
ter response force in 
the world, National Di-
saster Response Force 
sanitizes vehicles 24x7 

at Rangpo Check post. 
Team of 14 members 
under the guidance of 
ASI, Ravindra Kumar 
has taken up responsi-
bility from the begin-
ning of the lockdown.

First Indians arrive home 
after weeks stranded abroad

AMRIT DHILLON
New Delhi, 09 May 
[theGuardian]: Re-
lieved Indians are ar-
riving at airports across 
the country on the first 
flights to bring home 
those stranded abroad, 
and others are en route 
on naval warships, in an 
extensive repatriation 
effort labelled the vande 
mataram (long live the 
motherland) mission.

Photos from inside a 
plane landing at Chennai 
airport showed the flight 
crew, who were tested 
for Covid-19 before-
hand, wearing protective 
suits and smiling behind 
masks and visors.

Thousands of Indians 
have been stuck abroad 
since India banned all 
incoming flights in late 
March as part of a strict 
lockdown, which has 
been extended three 
times.

Students in the UK 
and the US ran out of 
money for food and 
workers in the Gulf who 
had lost jobs had no 

money on which to sur-
vive. Indians who were 
abroad for diagnosis or 
medical treatment found 
themselves stuck there 
for much longer than 
planned, without enough 
money to continue pay-
ing bills.

Every day for a week, 
eight or nine flights run 
by Air India will carry 
passengers home from 12 
countries, mainly from the 
Gulf but also from the US, 
UK, Russia, Bangladesh, 
Singapore, Malaysia and 
the Philippines.

Each flight will carry 
200-250 passengers, to 
allow for physical dis-
tancing. Anyone who 
shows symptoms during 
the flight will be confined 
to a separate area.

Anshul Sheoran, 
the pilot of a flight that 
landed in Kochi, Kerala, 
from Abu Dhabi, told the 
media that doctors had 
trained him and the crew 
on protocols to be fol-
lowed. “They taught us 
the correct ways of don-
ning and doffing the PPE 

suits. We were told about 
the loopholes and the 
wrong practices. Wear-
ing the suits meant we 
could not use the lava-
tory or eat during the 
flight,” Sheoran said.

Three of India’s na-
val warships have been 
deployed for the rescue 
operation. A naval official 
said one ship was on the 
way from Male, the capi-
tal of the Maldives, carry-
ing nearly 700 Indians.

The government said 
those being brought 
home first had been se-
lected on the basis of how 
urgent their need was to 
return, with priority giv-
en to those facing depor-
tation, pregnant women, 
elderly people, students 
in difficulties with no 
income and those with 
medical emergencies.

The number of Indi-
ans to be repatriated over 
the coming weeks may 
be as high as 200,000.

The smiling faces of 
those returning home 
on planes presented a 
stark contrast with the 

migrant labourers who 
have been enduring their 
own “internal exile” in 
Indian cities during the 
lockdown.

Without jobs or in-
come, they have also been 
desperate to return to their 
villages and families but 
have received little or no 
help from the government. 
So far only a few thousand 
have been able to go home 
on special trains.

Hundreds of thou-
sands are still waiting 
in shelters. Many have 
given up waiting for the 
government to provide 
transport and are walk-
ing home. They are cov-
ering distances of hun-
dreds of miles while car-
rying young children and 
their meagre belongings 
in summer temperatures 
of 40C (104F).

On Friday a goods 
train ran over 16 labour-
ers who were walking 
more than 500 miles to 
their homes in Madhya 
Pradesh and had stopped 
to rest on the railway 
tracks.

23,974 stranded migrants 
brought back to U’khand: Govt
Dehradun, May 9 (PTI): 
A total of 23,974 strand-
ed migrants have been 
brought back to Uttara-
khand so far from other 
states, the state govern-
ment said on Saturday.

As many as 1,79,615 
migrants belonging to 
Uttarakhand, who are 
stranded in other states 
due to the coronavirus-
induced lockdown, have 
registered online to come 
back to the hill state, Sec-
retary Shailesh Bagoli 
told reporters.

Out of these, 23,794 
have been brought back 
so far from neighbouring 
states, including Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi, 

Punjab, Rajasthan and 
Gujarat, Bagoli said.

He said the exercise 
is being carried out in a 
planned way to ensure 
the safety of people by 
strictly taking all precau-
tions like medical screen-
ing, social distancing, sa-
nitisation and quarantine 
of those returning.

Trains will also be 
run to bring back strand-
ed migrants from Surat, 
Ahmedabad, Pune and 
Bangalore for which talks 
are on, the official said.

An advance of Rs 50 
lakh has also been depos-
ited by the state govern-
ment with the railways 
for the purpose, he said.
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SKM’s free dinner service for patients at STNM Hospital
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 May: 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha organized 
free dinner for patients and their atten-

dants at STNM Hospital here at Socheygang 
in collaboration with Seema Catering for 38 
days through the lockdown thus far. 

Now, with relaxations in vehicu-
lar movement and opening of canteens 
around the hospital, the party has decid-
ed to close this service. 

On the last day of the serving of free din-
ner on Saturday evening, Transport Min-
ister, Sanjeet Kharel, Political Secretary to 

the CM, Jacob Khaling, proprietor of Seema 
Catering, Seema Lama and SKM party func-
tionaries served dinner to the people.

On the occasion, SKM thanked the pro-
prietor and employees of Seema Catering 
and police personnel on duty by offering 
khadas to them for their service.

Tripti’s Bakeries contributes 
towards CM’s Relief Fund

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 May: 

Tara Kumar Pradhan 
and Dhurba Kumar 

Pradhan of Tripti’s Bak-
eries, Deorali, East Sik-
kim has contributed Rs 
51,000 to the Chief Min-
ister’s Relief Fund to help 
the government’s effort 
to fight the global pan-
demic COVID-19.

The cheque was 
formally handed over 
to the Secretary to 
the Chief Minister, SD 
Dhakal this afternoon 
in his office at Tashil-
ing Secretariat.

On behalf of the gov-
ernment the Secretary 
thanked them for their 
kind gesture and gener-
ous contribution.

Tourism stakeholders hold 
deliberations with CII

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 May:

Various stakeholders 
of Sikkim including 

Travels Agents Asso-
ciation of Sikkim, Sikkim 
Hotels and Restaurants 
Association, tourist guide 
association of Sikkim de-
liberated with Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry 
(CII) Secretariat in the 
Eastern and North East-
ern Region on 07 May, 
last Thursday.

Travel agent and for-
mer president of TAAS, 
Lukendra Rasaily in-
forms that the meeting 
deliberated on issues 
pertaining to GST waiver, 

extension of moratorium, 
short term loan, inter-
vention on skill develop-
ment in hospitality, rural 
tourism, short term mar-
keting strategy with lo-
cal tourism “going back 
to the roots”, mid-term 
- inbound and domestic 
tourism and long term 
- international tourism 
and product identifica-
tion.

He further informed 
that CII has been suggest-
ed to work on strategic 
sustainable development 
tourism policy, draft pol-
icy on post COVID busi-
ness product develop-
ment, marketing strategy 

and policy on Health and 
Safety measures.

The representatives 
of tour, travel and hos-
pitality industry have 
requested the State 
and CII for GST holiday, 
loan and moratorium 
from the centre for the 
12 months from lifting 
of ban on entry of do-
mestic tourists into the 
State.

The meeting also fo-
cused and deliberated on 
the issue of provisional 
soft loan upto Rs. 5 lakh 
as working capital at re-
duced rate from all State 
owned banks or financial 
institutes.

Arrange transportation of 
9.5k migrant workers to 

home states, will pay their 
fare: Delhi Cong to CM

New Delhi, May 9 
(PTI): The Delhi Con-
gress has forwarded two 
lists of nearly 9,500 mi-
grant workers to Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriw-
al saying that they want 
to return back to their 
native states and the 
party is ready to pay for 
their train fares.

A day after sending 
names of 2,106 migrants 
to Kejriwal, Delhi Con-
gress president Anil Ku-
mar on Saturday sent an-
other list of 7,299 work-
ers from various states, 
saying that they have ap-
proached the party seek-
ing its help in their trans-
portation from Delhi to 
their native states.

Kumar, in a letter to 
Kejriwal, requested him 
to make proper arrange-
ments for smooth and 
safe journey of the mi-
grant workers to their 
respective states.

The migrant work-
ers have sent their re-
quests to the Delhi Con-
gress for train tickets to 
go back to their native 
states, Kumar said.

“Delhi Congress, as 
decided by Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi, 
will foot the train fares 
of the migrant labour if 
the Delhi government 
makes arrangement for 
their journey,” he said.

Delhi Congress 
wrote to the chief min-
ister and the Delhi gov-
ernment’s chief secre-
tary as well, expressing 

its readiness to pay for 
the train fares of the 
migrants, said the Delhi 
Congress president.

Delhi government in 
last few days arranged 
train travel of 1,200 mi-
grant workers from Bi-
har and over 1,000 from 
MP, who were sheltered 
at government facili-
ties while trying to go 
back to their respective 
states during the lock-
down.

Delhi government 
in a statement on Fri-
day said it has decided 
to bear the cost of train 
travel of the migrant 
workers if their home 
states do not respond 
on the matter of bearing 
their travel cost.

As per current 
guidelines, the Central 
government and the 
home state of the mi-
grant workers have to 
bear the cost of their 
travel, it said.

The Delhi gov-
ernment has already 
reached out to respec-
tive states with the list 
of their migrant work-
ers stranded in Delhi. 
Most of these states are 
yet to respond on bear-
ing the travel costs of 
these stranded people, 
the statement read.

The Delhi govern-
ment has decided to 
bear the cost to avoid 
any further inconve-
nience to stranded 
workers, added the 
statement.

Cops thrashed by hoodlums 
outside minister’s house’

Jaipur, May 9 (PTI): 
Four policemen, includ-
ing an assistant sub in-
spector, were injured 
when a group of men 
attacked them in Pratap-
garh district of Rajasthan 
on Friday night.

The incident oc-
curred in Chhoti Sadri 
area near the house of 
the state Cooperative 
Minister Udai Lal Anjana 
with the BJP alleging that 
Anjana too slapped a po-
liceman, a charge denied 
by the minister.

A former up-sar-
panch Kanhaiya Lal had 
a spat with some youths 
in Kesunda village over 
some petty issue. After 

some time, the youths 
caught Kanhaiya Lal and 
thrashed him, police said.

On information, a 
team of four policemen, 
led by ASI Shishupal 
Singh, rushed to the 
spot where the mem-
bers from Kanhaiya Lal 
hit them. The police-
men got injured. The 
ASI has received criti-
cal injuries, Chhoti Sa-
dri police station’s SHO 
Ravindra Pratap Singh 
said.

Leader of Opposi-
tion Gulab Chand Kataria 
wrote a letter to Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
on Saturday alleging that 
the minister, Udai Lal 

Anjana slapped a police 
constable after which 
the mob present there 
thrashed the police party.

He demanded from 
the chief minister to sack 
the minister.

When contacted, the 
minister rejected the al-
legation that he hit any 
policeman.

The incident occurred 
near my residence. I too 
rushed to the spot on 
information of attack on 
Kanhaiya Lal. I did not 
slap any policeman, the 
minister said.

The SHO said the ac-
cused, numbering eight 
to nine, were absconding 
and being searched.

Ensure dispensation of medi-
cines from pharmacy resumes 

without delay: Delhi HC to AIIMS
New Delhi, May 9 
(PTI): The Delhi High 
Court has asked the All 
India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) to 
ensure that dispensa-
tion of medicines from 
its pharmacy, which was 
functioning in limited ca-
pacity due to the corona-
virus lockdown, resumes 
without any delay.

A bench of justices 
Vipin Sanghi and Rajnish 
Bhatnagar asked AIIMS 
to work out the modali-
ties and file a compliance 
report before May 14, the 
next date of hearing.

The order came on a 
PIL claiming that outsta-
tion non-coronavirus pa-
tients who had come for 

treatment at AIIMS are 
not being provided medi-
cation from the hospital’s 
pharmacy anymore due 
to the lockdown.

The petitioner, Rach-
na Malik, further claimed 
that patients were un-
able to procure medicine 
as there was no endorse-
ment on their OPD cards 
permitting dispensation 
of medicines as the OPD 
of AIIMS was closed due 
to COVID-19 lockdown.

AIIMS told the court 
that its pharmacy has been 
made fully functional since 
May 6 and it operates from 
10.00 am to 5.00 pm.

It also told the court 
that it would devise a 
methodology to enable 

patients to obtain medi-
cines from the pharmacy, 
in all such cases, where 
the medication prescribed 
requires continuous ad-
ministration. “Let the mo-
dalities be worked out by 
the AIIMS within one day 
so that dispensation of 
medicines from the phar-
macy can resume without 
any further delay,” the 
bench said and listed the 
matter on May 14.

The petition has 
claimed that on account 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, outstation non-
coronavirus patients are 
not being provided medi-
cation that they were 
earlier receiving from the 
AIIMS pharmacy.

IMF warns of further drop in 
global growth due to Covid-19
Washington DC, 09 May [theGuardian]: 
The head of the International Monetary 
Fund has signalled a possible down-
ward revision of global economic fore-
casts, and warned the United States and 
China against rekindling a trade war 
that could weaken a recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Kristalina Georgieva, the IMF’s 
managing director, told an online event 
hosted by the European University In-
stitute that recent economic data for 
many countries was coming in below 
the fund’s already pessimistic forecast 
for a 3% contraction in 2020.

“With no immediate medical solu-
tions, more adverse scenarios might 
unfortunately materialise for some 
economies,” Georgieva said. “It is the 
unknown about the behaviour of this 
virus that is clouding the horizon for 
projections.”

The IMF’s April projection for a 3% 
contraction the global economy would 
mark the steepest downturn since the 
Great Depression of the 1930s. The IMF 
forecast a partial rebound would fol-
low in 2021, but warned that outcomes 
could be far worse, depending on the 
course of the pandemic.

The US economy – the largest in the 
world – has been particularly hard hit 
by widespread shutdowns aimed at 
containing the spread of the virus. US 
government data on Friday showed the 
unemployment rate surging to 14.7% 
last month. The White House said job-
lessness could hit 20% in May.

President Donald Trump has threat-
ened to punish China for its handling 
of the virus by imposing new tariffs, 
and on Friday suggested he could end a 
Phase 1 US-China trade deal.

Top US and Chinese trade officials 
on Friday said they would press ahead 
with implementing the initial trade 
deal, but some observers say China’s 
promised purchases of US goods are 
running far behind the pace needed to 
meet the first-year goal of a $77bn in-
crease over 2017 levels.

On Friday, Georgieva warned that a 
retreat into protectionism could weak-
en the prospects for a global recovery 
at a critical juncture.

Asked how concerned she was that 
rising US-China tensions could jeop-
ardise the global economy, Georgieva 
said, “It is hugely important for us to 
resist what may be a natural tendency 
to retreat behind our borders.”

Reigniting world trade was critical 
to ensuring a global economic recovery, 
she said. “Otherwise,” she said, “costs 
go up, incomes go down, and we will be 
in a less secure world.”

Georgieva said the IMF had already 
provided emergency funding to 50 of 
the 103 countries that had requested 
aid. Poor countries remained at high 
risk given a sharp drop in remittances 
and falling commodity prices, even if 
mortality rates from the virus were 
lower than in some richer countries.

The IMF’s chief economist, Gita 
Gopinath, told an event hosted by the 
Council on Foreign Relations on Thurs-
day that the situation had worsened 
since March when the IMF projected 
that emerging markets and developing 
countries would need $2.5tr in external 
financing to manage the health and eco-
nomic crisis.

“This crisis is likely to last longer,” 
she said. “And so the needs will go up, 
even above that number.”

Some states unwilling to take 
back migrants: Maha minister

Mumbai, May 9 (PTI): Ma-
harashtra Revenue Min-
ister Balasaheb Thorat 
on Saturday expressed 
concern over the stand 
taken by several states to 
not take in migrant work-
ers who were stranded in 
Maharashtra due to the 
COVID-19 lockdown. In 
a statement, Thorat, who 
is also the state Congress 
president, alleged that 
arbitrary decisions taken 
by many states regard-
ing migrant workers had 
worsened the situation.

The Maharashtra 
government was making 
every possible attempt to 
send stranded migrants 
back to their hometowns, 
but several states were 
not willing to take in 
their own citizens, the 

minister claimed. Thorat 
demanded that the Cen-
tre intervene in the mat-
ter and give clear guide-
lines to all states before 
the situation worsens.

There were nearly 
10 lakh migrants in Ma-
harashtra who wished 
to return to their home 
states and so far, 32 
trains had been operated 
from the state, he said.

Thorat further 
claimed that there were 
several workers from 
West Bengal and Odisha 
who wanted to return 
to their hometowns, but 
these states were unwill-
ing to take them back.

The Odisha government 
had decided to accept only 
those who had tested nega-
tive for COVID-19, while the 

process laid out by the Tamil 
Nadu government to take 
back their workers was com-
plicated and time consum-
ing, he said.

“Initially, Uttar 
Pradesh had also refused 
to take back its citizens, 
but now they have re-
vised their decision and 
we have started send-
ing them back,” he said, 
claiming that the Gujarat 
and Karnataka govern-
ments had also refused 
to take in their workers.

The Bihar govern-
ment, who was cooperat-
ing until a few days ago, 
has now stopped entry to 
migrants, despite the fact 
that the Congress was 
willing to bear travel ex-
penses of these workers, 
the minister alleged.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

History Lessons for All
Make it interesting by making it 

relevant

History, they say is always written by the victor who 
decides which aspects of the vanquished history 

suits its greater plans and which bits are best left 
untold. The same has held true for the history taught 
in schools in India. The curriculum is embarrassingly 
North-India-centric, and they are referred to as the 
“victors” since they dominate the politics of the 
country. The situation is now such that even though 
students learn by rote the names of all those who 
made it emperor in the Slave Dynasty, ask them 
about what the northeast was up to in the meantime 
and they draw a blank. It is accepted that prior to 
the advent of the East India Company, there was no 
unified India as we know it today. The region was a 
collection of one big empire and several kingdoms 
and princely states in the periphery; each with its own 
intrigues and their own histories. So, is the history we 
learn in school even close to the composite histories 
of the areas which came together to form the Union of 
India in 1947 and later? Well, not really.

The focus is too limited to the areas which either 
the British researched initially or were studied in 
detail by later-day historians. Turn the textbooks, and 
it becomes apparent that only the histories of areas 
which were on the ascendant in the 19th century and 
since are taught. Take a close look at the number of 
MPs each state has and the number of pages devoted 
to those areas in books teaching Indian History will 
be directly proportional to that number. But that’s not 
history because it speaks too much in isolation. There 
can be no sense of history if there is no interplay 
with what was happening elsewhere and how 
developments there influenced histories in the area 
of study. How many of us, for instance, are told of the 
generals that the East India Company “received” in 
the form of pro-Crown adventurers of America who 
left after USA won the war of Independence? One of 
them proved decisive in winning the Anglo-Gorkha 
war of the early 19th Century which also brought 
Sikkim into the Company  influence.

The blind-spotting of areas that got cut off with 
partition is also unfortunate. The Muslim League for 
example was a part of the Indian Freedom Struggle 
and the demand for the creation of Pakistan came 
much after the movement had gathered the required 
momentum. We, however, read very little of the role 
played by this group. Icons like Subhas Chandra Bose 
and Bhagat Singh too are glossed over. But that’s for 
another debate. 

Before progressing further it is important to make 
clear why we study history at all. The main reason is 
to get a better understanding of where we belong - 
where we fit into the larger scheme of things, where 
we come from. There has been much talk about 
making Sikkim join the mainstream which is why it is 
not enough to just study Sikkimese history in schools 
in Sikkim. Sikkim needs to figure in the history books 
studied elsewhere in the country as well. In junior 
school, students learn of what Confucius meant to 
China even before they are taught (if ever they are 
taught) when and how Sikkim joined India. One is not 
suggesting going parochial here, but Sikkim does have 
a history that’s worth learning. Few dynasties have 
ruled for the three hundred years that the Namgyal 
dynasty has to its credit. The British rule, for instance, 
which hogs the history books lasted less than a 
hundred years. Surely the British intrigues with Tibet 
should make for interesting reading as should the 
Nepali adventures in Sikkim under the generals who 
followed Prithvi Narayan Shah’s unification of Nepal. 
It might not be out of place to even suggest here that 
Sikkim should prepare two chapters on Sikkimese 
history to fit into text books for schools all over the 
country and take it to the Centre for whetting by the 
text book boards for inclusion in the syllabi. Everyone 
is talking about rewriting the History textbooks 
anyway, why not slip Sikkim in too.

What needs to go right to get a 
coronavirus vaccine in 12-18 months

Comics and cartoons are a powerful 
way to teach kids about COVID-19

MARINA JOUBERT
theconversation.com

The global COVID-19 pandemic has 
turned children’s lives upside down. 

Stay-at-home orders mean that they 
cannot go to school, visit a playground 
or spend time with friends. Just like 
adults, they may be scared and frus-
trated.

But given the right information, 
children can be powerful agents of 
change in their families and communi-
ties. That’s according to a UNICEF guide 
for communicating with children. This 
guide highlights the need to communi-
cate with children in an age-appropri-
ate, culturally sensitive, inclusive and 
positive way. It emphasises that to be 
effective, the communication must be 
interesting and engaging.

In response to the current pandem-
ic, leading health scientists and child 
psychologists have joined forces with 
writers, educators and artists to pro-
duce innovative communication mate-
rials. These range from children’s books 
and videos to infographics and comics. 
It’s a powerful collaboration: scientists 
provide the credibility and accuracy, 
while artists ensure this is communi-
cated with creative flair and appealing 
design.

And there’s science to back up their 
efforts. An academic overview of re-
search looking at educational comics 
has concluded that comics have great 
potential to make complex topics more 
meaningful to diverse audiences. This 
is achieved by combining visuals with 
powerful metaphors, character-driven 
narratives and emotionally charged sto-
rylines. Scholars confirm that science-

themed comics can both entertain and 
educate, thereby stimulating interest in 
science topics.

Comic books have been shown to 
be more effective than textbooks in in-
creasing interest in and enjoyment of 
science topics. The medium is particu-
larly effective at engaging low literacy 
audiences and young people with a low 
interest in science.

Cartoons and comics may, research 
suggests, be particularly effective when 
trying to explain viruses and how they 
affect our health.

Here are some of the best exam-
ples I have come across in the past few 
weeks. All were created especially for 
communicating about the novel corona-
virus and COVID-19. Importantly, these 
resources are shared freely online, and 
some are translated into several lan-
guages.

A VARIETY OF RESOURCES
A fantasy creature called Ario is the 

lead character in My Hero is You. The 
book resulted from collaboration be-
tween several agencies of the United 
Nations and several dozen organisa-
tions working in the humanitarian sec-
tor. Ario helps children to understand 
why the coronavirus is changing their 
lives and how to cope when they are 
feeling worried, angry or sad.

Script writer Helen Patuck drew on 
input from more than 1,700 children, 
parents, caregivers and teachers from 
around the world who shared their 
ways of coping with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This online book is also available 
in audio format. Translation has been 
finalised or is in progress in more than 
100 languages.

Vaayu is the superhero who’s been 

called upon to help Indian children cope 
with the pandemic in a comic book is-
sued by the Indian ministry of health 
and family welfare.

From Singapore comes a series of 
comic strips for young children fea-
turing Baffled Bunny and Curious Cat. 
They’re seeking advice and clarifi-
cation from Doctor Duck. This se-
ries was created by award-winning 
graphic novelist Sonny Liew, who 
worked with Associate Professor 
Hsu Li Yang, the programme leader 
for infectious diseases at the Nation-
al University of Singapore.

Nosy Crow, a UK publisher, has cre-
ated a digital book for primary school 
age children, with the help of Professor 
Graham Medley of the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, an expert 
in the modelling of infectious diseases. 
The book is also available as a free e-
book in Afrikaans, with text by South 
African author Jaco Jacobs.

After asking experts in mental 
health what kids may want to know 
about the coronavirus, Cory Turner, an 
educational reporter on National Public 
Radio, created an online comic that is 
also available in a printable “zine” ver-
sion. It’s available in Chinese and Span-
ish too.

A comic strip promoted by the 
South African health department fea-
tures Wazi, who asks questions about 
the coronavirus and then shares advice 
provided by his parents and teachers.

Oaky and the Virus was written 
by South African author, poet and aca-
demic Athol Williams. It’s available in 
English, isiZulu, Siswati, Sepedi and 
Tshivenda, and helps children under-
stand why they have to stay at home 

and wash their hands regularly.
Jive Media Africa, a science commu-

nication agency in South Africa, created 
a series of cartoon-based infographics 
with “Hay’khona Corona” as a theme. 
“Hay’khona” is a South African ex-
pression meaning “no, definitely not!”. 
These infographics are based on the 
World Health Organisation’s guidelines 
around COVID-19. They’re available 
in several of South Africa’s official lan-
guages, as well as languages spoken in 
other parts of the continent like Yoruba, 
KiSwahili, French and Portuguese.

Instagrammers are also creating 
and sharing graphics about coping with 
COVID-19, with good examples at “com-
icallysane”, “callouscomics” and “comic-
sforgood”.

EVIDENCE-BASED COMMUNICA-
TION

Of course, comic strips aren’t just 
for kids. Some have been created spe-
cifically for adults, tackling questions 
about the coronavirus with a mixture 
of education and humour. One example 
is a collection curated by Graphic Medi-
cine, a health communication platform 
created by a team of researchers, infor-
mation specialists and artists.

All of this work and the many other 
comics and cartoons available to help 
explain COVID-19 show that these me-
dia are far from frivolous. Scientists and 
communicators are becoming more 
aware of the special appeal and com-
munication potential of science comics, 
and are starting to use them as part of 
an evidence-based portfolio of commu-
nication tools.

[the writer is Science Com-
munication Researcher, Stel-

lenbosch University]

MARCOS E. GARCÍA-OJEDA
theconversation.com

I, like many Americans, miss the pre-pandemic world 
of hugging family and friends, going to work and 

having dinner at a restaurant. A protective vaccine 
for SARS-Cov2 is likely to be the most effective public 
health tool to get back to that world.

Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, cautiously estimates 
that a vaccine could be available in 12 to 18 months.

I am a professor of microbiology and immunology 
and study how the immune system develops. I think 
Dr. Fauci’s estimate is an optimistic one, but possible.

Traditional vaccine development is a long and 
complicated process. Only about 6% of vaccine candi-
dates are eventually approved for public use, and the 
process takes 10.7 years, on average.

But these are not traditional times. 
Researchers around the world are in-
novating the process of vaccine devel-
opment in real time to develop a vac-
cine as fast as possible. So how close 
are we to a vaccine?

A STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS
Vaccines prevent disease by boost-

ing a person’s natural immune re-
sponse against a microbe that they 
have not encountered before. There 
are a number of different types of vac-
cines in development for SARS-CoV-2 
and they fall into three broad catego-
ries: traditional killed-virus vaccines, 
protein-based vaccines and gene-
based vaccines. No matter the type, 
every single vaccine candidate must 
go through the same vetting process 
before it can be put into use.

Once researchers have developed a potential can-
didate, they begin the first step of testing in laborato-
ries, called preclinical studies. Scientists use laborato-
ry animals to examine if the candidate vaccine induces 
an immune response to the virus and to check wheth-
er the vaccine causes any obvious medical problems.

Once a vaccine is proven safe in animals, research-
ers begin human testing. This is where the federal 
Food and Drug Administration begins to regulate the 
process.

Phase 1 studies test for safety and proof-of-
concept. Researchers give a small number of human 
volunteers the vaccine. Then they look for medical 
problems and see if it induces some sort of immune 
response.

In Phase 2 studies, researchers give the vaccine to 
hundreds of volunteers to determine the optimal vac-
cine composition, dose and vaccination schedule.

The final step before a vaccine is approved by the 
FDA for broad use is a Phase 3 trial. These involve 
thousands of volunteers and provide data on how good 
the vaccine is at preventing infection. These large tri-
als will also uncover rarer side effects or health issues 
that may not show up in the smaller trials. 

If in any of these phases a vaccine candidate ap-
pears to be ineffective or cause harm to people, the 
researchers must start over with a new candidate.

After a vaccine candidate successfully completes 
these clinical trials, a medical regulatory panel in the 
FDA looks at the evidence, and if the vaccine is effec-
tive and safe, approves it for general use. Experts esti-

mate that the whole process costs between US$1 bil-
lion and $5 billion.

But approval is not the only hurdle. As has been 
demonstrated by the severe lack of coronavirus test-
ing, easy and fast production of a test or vaccine is as 
critical as having one that works.

Both clinical efficacy and ease of production must be con-
sidered when asking how long until a vaccine is ready.

CURRENT PROMISING CANDIDATES
As of April 30, 2020, there were eight vaccine can-

didates currently in Phase 1 (or joint Phase 1/Phase 2) 
clinical trials and 94 vaccines candidates in preclinical 
studies.

Three of the eight are traditional vaccines that 
use inactivated or killed virus. Two of the others are 
protein-based vaccines that use a modified cold virus 
to deliver the protein that will stimulate the immune 

response.
The final three vaccines in Phase 1 or 2 trials, and 

the only two in the U.S., are gene-based vaccines. To 
me, these seem like the most promising.

Gene-based vaccines contain a gene or part of 
a gene from the virus that causes COVID-19, but not 
the virus itself. When a person is injected with one of 
these vaccines, their own cells read the injected gene 
and make a protein that is a part of the coronavirus. 
This one protein isn’t dangerous by itself, but it should 
trigger an immune response that would lead to immu-
nity from the coronavirus.

Gene-based vaccines come in DNA form, like the 
vaccine in Phase 1 clinical trials from Inovio Pharma-
ceuticals in the U.S., or in RNA form, like the vaccine 
in a simultaneous Phase 1/Phase 2 trial from the Ger-
man company BioNTech and the vaccine in Phase 1 tri-
als from the U.S.-based Moderna.

No gene-based vaccines have ever been approved 
for human use, but DNA vaccines are used on animals, 
and a few were in clinical trials for the Zika virus.

In the past, researchers have struggled to develop 
DNA vaccines that produce strong immune responses, 
but new techniques look promising. RNA vaccines 
tend to be more effective in animal studies but have 
also required innovations before human use. It may be 
that the time of gene-based vaccines has arrived.

Another benefit of gene-based vaccines is that 
manufacturers would likely be able to produce large 
amounts much faster than traditional vaccines. DNA 
and RNA vaccines would also be more shelf–stable 
than conventional vaccines since they don’t use in-

gredients like cell components or chicken eggs. This 
would make distribution, especially to rural areas, 
easier.

STILL A LONG ROAD TO IMPLEMENTATION
The three gene-based vaccines and the five other 

candidates face many challenges before you or I will 
be vaccinated. The fact that they are in Phase 1 and 2 
trials is encouraging, but the very point of clinical tri-
als is to reveal any problems with a vaccine candidate.

And there are a lot of potential problems. The pre-
clinical results in laboratory animals might not trans-
late well to people. The level of immune protection 
might be low. And people may react adversely when 
injected with the vaccine.

Any coronavirus vaccine could also produce a dan-
gerous reaction called immune enhancement, where 
the vaccine actually worsens the symptoms of a coro-

navirus infection. This is rare, but has happened with 
past vaccine candidates for dengue fever and other 
viruses.

So, how long before we have a vaccine against the 
COVID-19 virus?

No vaccines have made it through Phase 1 or Phase 
2 trials yet, and Phase 3 trials generally take between 
one and four years. If researchers get lucky and one of 
these first vaccines is both safe and effective, we are 
still at least a year away from knowing that. At that 
point manufacturers would need to start producing 
and distributing the vaccine at a massive scale.

It is unclear what percent of the population would 
need to be vaccinated against SARS-CoV-2, but in gen-
eral, you need to immunize between 80% and 95% of 
the population to have effective herd immunity. De-
pending on what the virus does in the coming months, 
that might not be necessary, but if it is, that’s 260-300 
million people in the U.S. alone.

Researchers are doing everything they can to de-
velop a vaccine as fast as possible while still making 
sure it is effective and safe. Manufacturers can help by 
preparing flexible systems that could be ready to pro-
duce whichever candidate gets across the finish line 
first.

If everything goes well, Fauci’s 12- to 18-month 
prediction may be right. If so, it will be thanks to the 
tireless work of scientists, the support of international 
organizations and manufacturers all innovating and 
working together to fight this virus. 

[the writer is Professor of Molecular and Cell 
Biology, University of California, Merced]
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Arunachal levies 25 per 

cent cess on liquor

Assam govt hikes excise duty on IMFL by 25 per cent

Assam govt hikes excise duty on IMFL by 25 per cent

‘Death Cap’ mushrooms 
behind death of six in Meghalaya
Shillong, May 9 (PTI): 
The poisonous mush-
rooms that killed six peo-
ple at a remote village in 
Meghalaya’s West Jaintia 
Hills district have been 
identified as Amanita 
phalloides, commonly 
known as the ‘Death Cap’, 
a senior official said on 
Saturday.

Six people, includ-
ing a 14-year-old girl, of 
Lamin village along the 
India-Bangladesh border 
in Amlarem civil sub-di-
vision died after consum-
ing wild mushrooms they 
collected from a nearby 
forest late last month.

The wild mushroom 
has been identified as 
Amanita phalloides and 
is hepatotoxic as it di-
rectly affects the liver, 
state Director of Health 
Services (MI) Dr Aman 
War told PTI.

He said it has been es-
tablished after an investi-
gation that the cause of the 
deaths was the poisonous 

mushrooms. At least 18 
persons from three families 
were taken ill after consum-
ing the mushrooms.

The symptoms af-
ter consuming the poi-
sonous fungus include 
vomiting, headache and 
unconsciousness, the se-
nior doctor said. Most of 

those taken ill, including 
a pregnant woman, have 
already recovered and 
gone home. Therefore, 
people can survive as it 
depends on the amount 
of poison that you have 
consumed. Only one 
person was unaffected, 
maybe he did not con-

sume much, he said. 
Three people are still 
undergoing treatment 
and are recovering. Two 
of them are at the North 
Eastern Indira Gandhi 
Regional Institute of 
Health and Medical Sci-
ences (NEIGRIHMS) and 
one in Woodland Hospi-

tal, Dr War said. He said 
the health department 
can only appeal to the 
people, especially those 
in the rural areas, to re-
frain from eating wild 
mushrooms, while the 
horticulture department 
should take measures to 
create awareness.

Itanagar, May 9 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh has 
decided to levy 25 per 
cent cess on liquor from 
Saturday, an official said.

The additional levy 
would garner Rs 70 crore 
per month to the state 
exchequer, Tax and Ex-
cise Secretary Anirudh S 
Singh said.

“All collectors of ex-
cise shall issue transport 
permits for movement 
of goods from wholesale 
vends to retail outlets 

only after the realisation 
of the 25 per cent cess,” a 
state government order 
said.

The cess is applicable 
on Indian Made Foreign 
Liquors (IMFLs), beer, 
imported alcoholic bev-
erages and wine.

Meanwhile, the 
Arunachal Pradesh gov-
ernment has extended 
the summer vacation of 
all government schools 
in the state till May 31, 
officials said.

A 31-year-old person 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the state, 
who was discharged 
from hospital on April 17 
after complete recovery.

According to a bul-
letin issued by the state 
health department, a 
total of 1,354 samples 
were tested for corona-
virus till Friday night, 
of which, 1,017 were 
found to be negative. 
The results of 337 sam-
ples are awaited.

Guwahati, May 8 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
has decided to increase 
the excise duty on Indi-
an Made Foreign Liquor 
(IMFL) by 25 per cent, 
state Industry Minis-
ter Chandra Mohan Pa-
towary said after a Cabi-
net meeting on Friday.

This will generate an 
additional income of Rs 
1,000 crore for the state 
to meet the unexpected 
financial burden and ex-
penditure arising out of 
the COVID-19 crisis, he 
said.

Many states, such as 
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh and Delhi have 

already hiked liquor pric-
es to give boost to their 
fledging revenue income.

The Cabinet also de-
cided that the tea indus-
try will start operation in 
full strength maintaining 
social distancing norms 
as against the 50 per 
cent work force deployed 
since April 13.

At meeting the Cabi-
net also decided to give 
nod to the Assam Ag-
ricultural Produce and 
Livestock Marketing 
(Promotion and Facilita-
tion) Ordinance, 2020, 
and repeal the Assam Ag-
ricultural Produce Mar-
keting Act 1972.

It further decided 
that the government will 
release fund for salary of 
Assam Agriculture Mar-
keting Board if required.

The cabinet intro-
duced fixed term em-
ployment, increase in 
minimum numbers of 
workers for implementa-
tion of Factories Act from 
10 to 20 (with power) 
and 20 to 40 (without 
power), increase in mini-
mum number of work-
ers for implementation 
of Contract labour Act 
from 20 to 50, besides in-
crease in shift hours from 
8 to 12 hours during CO-
VID-19 period.
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Howrah Bridge 
illuminated on 

Tagore birth anniversary

NSD introduces ‘theatre for 
all’ with webinar series

5 special trains to bring 
back 5,000 stranded Odias

Bhubaneswar, May 9 
(PTI): Five special trains 
will start journey from 
three states on Satur-
day to bring back 5,000 
stranded Odia people, a 
day after the Supreme 
Court allowed the return 
of migrants to Odisha, of-
ficials said here.

The Supreme Court 
on Friday stayed an in-
terim order of the Orissa 
High Court which had 
asked the state govern-
ment to ensure that only 
those tested negative for 
COVID-19 were allowed 
to return to Odisha.

Three trains will 
come from Gujarat and 
one each from Maharash-
tra and Tamil Nadu, the 
officials said, adding that 
about 5,000 people will 
return to Odisha by these 
five trains.

A senior East Coast 
Railways official said one 
of the five trains has al-

ready left from Surat for 
Odisha’s Ganjam district.

Two trains will leave 
from Ahmedabad in Gu-
jarat for Khurda Road in 
Odisha, one train from 
Panvel station in Mum-
bai will start the journey 
to Odisha’s Titlagarh in 
Bolangir district and 
another will leave from 
Chennai for Jagannath-
pur in Ganjam district, 
the official said.

Meanwhile, Odisha 
Commerce and Trans-
port Minister Padma-
nav Behera said special 
trains carrying Odia 
workers from Maharash-
tra, Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and Gujarat will 
arrive in the state in dif-
ferent phases.

“As the Odisha gov-
ernment has told differ-
ent states not to allow 
the migrant workers to 
travel in buses in view of 
series of road mishaps, 

arrangements have been 
made for their return by 
trains,” Behera said.

The minister said the 
state government was 
in touch with different 
states and the railways.

He said arrangements 
are being made to ensure 
the safe return of the mi-
grant workers.

“Social distancing is 
possible only if people 
travel by train,” he said.

Behera, however, said 
that some people in in-
dividual or small groups 
stranded in different 
places may be allowed 
to return by bus or other 
vehicles.

“Some people, who 
have gone on pilgrimage 
or for treatment to other 
states and are stranded, 
may be given special 
permission to return to 
Odisha by buses by main-
taining social distancing,” 
he said.

WB govt not allowing trains with migrants 
to reach state; Shah writes to Mamata

New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah has said the 
West Bengal government 
is not allowing trains 
with migrant workers to 
reach the state that may 
further create hardship 
for the labourers.

In a letter to West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, Shah 
said not allowing trains 
to reach West Bengal is 
“injustice” to the migrant 
workers from the state.

Referring to the ‘Sh-
ramik Special’ trains be-
ing run by the central 
government to facilitate 

transport of migrant 
workers from different 
parts of the country to 
various destinations, the 
home minister said in the 
letter that the Centre has 
facilitated more than two 
lakh migrants workers to 
reach home.

Shah said migrant 
workers from West Ben-
gal are also eager to 
reach home and the cen-
tral government is also 

facilitating the train ser-
vices.

“But we are not get-
ting expected support 
from the West Bengal. 
The state government of 
West Bengal is not allow-
ing the trains reaching 
to West Bengal. This is 
injustice with West Ben-
gal migrant labourers. 
This will create further 
hardship for them,” Shah 
wrote.

Kolkata, May 8 (PTI): 
Amid the coronavirus 
outbreak, the iconic 
Rabindra Setu, popularly 
known as the Howrah 
Bridge that connects 
Kolkata and its twin city 
Howrah, was illuminat-
ed by the Kolkata Port 
Trust on the occasion of 
the 159th birth anniver-
sary of poet Rabidranath 
Tagore.

The bridge which was 
almost deserted because 
of the ongoing lockdown 
was lit up by colourful 
LED lights in the evening, 
KoPT officials said.

They said the illu-

mination is a symbolic 
‘Message of Hope, in 
these troubled times to 
the citizens of this great 
metropolis and beyond.

White light washed 
the bridge to honour 
the front line Covid-19 
warriors, followed al-
ternately by red, or-
ange and green sig-
nalling the zones that 
identify the intensity of 
coronavirus spread, they 
said.

All this while, instru-
mental pieces of Tagore 
song was played at the 
nearby Millennium Park, 
the officials said.

New Delhi, May 9 
(PTI): The National 
School of Drama (NSD) is 
planning to take theatri-
cal knowledge and expe-
rience to “every nook and 
corner” of the country” 
through an online series 
of lectures, demonstra-
tions, master classes and 
hands-on training ses-
sions.

The webinar series, 
starting from Sunday, 
will offer one of a kind 
experience to those “who 
are not in physical con-
tact with the regular the-
atre practice” given to the 
nation-wide lockdown 
during the COVID-19 
crisis, Suresh Sharma, 
Director In charge, NSD 
announced on Saturday.

“Due to this ongo-
ing pandemic we feel 
that the artists are feel-
ing very abandoned as 
they are not getting the 
chance to perform. Since 
we all know the act of 
theatre is all about a 
working together in a 
group, but due the ongo-
ing situation this has be-

come impossible.
“National School of 

Drama has initiated an 
online platform where 
the people who are sit-
ting at home can connect 
with us and utilize their 
time to grab the knowl-
edge. This not only will 
help to enhance their 
skills but will also be 
helpful to release some 
mental tension created 
by this pandemic,” Shar-
ma said in a statement.

The week-long series 
will involve interactions 
with theatre veterans 
like directors Abhilash 
Pillai, Dinesh Khanna, 
Abdul Laitf Khatana, 
actors Rajesh Tailang, 
Hema Singh, Suman 
Vaidya, and technologist 
S Manoharan.

The theatre per-
sonalities will discuss 
topics like techniques 
of acting, basics of 
speech, diction, sound 
and video technology, 
and working with chil-
dren in theatre.

The series will come 
to an end on May 17.
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Inter, AC Milan back training after 
two-month lockdown in coronavirus epicentre

Milan, May 9 (AFP): Italian 
football giants Inter Milan 
and AC Milan were both back 
training two months after a 
strict lockdown which has hit 
the northern Italian city hard.

Inter said all their players 
and staff had tested negative 
for the coronavirus on Friday, 
clearing the way for them to 
return to individual training.

Captain Samir Handanovic 
led the way in the afternoon 
as players, including Belgium 
striker Romelu Lukaku, wear-
ing face masks and some in 
gloves, arrived at the team’s 
Appiano Gentile training cen-
tre, 35km northwest of Milan.

Temperatures were taken 
on arrival with three groups 
of players alternating in the 
afternoon to respect social 
distancing rules.

Their city rival resumed 
earlier in the week with club 
technical director Paolo Mal-
dini warning “not going back 
on the pitch would be a disas-
ter.”

Former captain Maldini, 
together with his 18-year-
old son Daniel, a Milan youth 
team player, have both recov-
ered from COVID-19, but the 
San Siro outfit revealed on 
Friday that some squad mem-
bers are still not negative.

“You have to be careful, 
but not to resume would be 
a disaster from all points of 
view,” 51-year-old Maldini 
said during an Instagram Live 
chat on Friday. “France were 

wrong to decree the end im-
mediately, but we will accept 
what will be the verdict of 
the government. There is so 
much uncertainty.” The city 
in the northern Lombardy re-
gion is the epicentre of Italy’s 
outbreak, one of the worst in 
Europe in terms of deaths and 
infections.

It has suffered some 
15,000 deaths, around half 
of Italy’s 30,000 coronavirus 
fatalities, since the outbreak 

first erupted in early March.
- ‘NEGATIVE SIGNALS’ -
One by one stars have re-

turned to Italy with Juventus 
forward Cristiano Ronaldo in 
two weeks’ coronavirus quar-
antine as his team got back to 
training on Tuesday.

Milan are awaiting the re-
turn of Swedish star Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic early next week.

But opinions are divided 
on whether to follow France 
and the Netherlands and end 

the season or the Bundes-
liga and return behind closed 
doors.

The Italian Football Feder-
ation (FIGC) met on Thursday 
with the government’s tech-
nical scientific committee to 
discuss details of the medical 
protocol for a return to group 
training.

“Tell us what we need to 
do to return to play,” FIGC 
president Gabriele Gravina 
was reported to have told gov-

ernment officials.
Italian Sports Minister 

Vincenzo Spadafora said af-
terwards he was “hopeful” 
group training could resume 
on May 18.

“I don’t want to risk fore-
casts at this time, we must be 
careful,” said Spadafora.

“If it is to be resumed, it 
will be behind closed doors.” 
Almost at the same time as 
the meeting two clubs, Fio-
rentina and Sampdoria, an-

nounced ten positive tests -- 
seven players and three staff 
members.

In addition, a Torino play-
er tested positive on Wednes-
day, giving “extremely nega-
tive signals for a restart of the 
championship,” according to 
newspaper Il Messagero.

Italian football bosses 
want to follow the example 
of Germany, which returns to 
action on May 16 and where 
only positive cases would be 
put into isolation.

But the scientific com-
mittee insisted football must 
comply with the general rule 
that those who have been in 
contact with positive cases 
should be isolated.

In this scenario, any posi-
tive screening after the re-
sumption of collective train-
ing on May 18, would sideline 
the entire team.

Another obstacle is the 
scientific committee proto-
col requires regular repeated 
screening for each player, 
which means clubs would 
need to acquire a consider-
able number of testing kits, 
which could prove difficult in 
regions such as Lombardy.

There is also the problem 
of individual regions which 
could refuse to host teams 
from highly-infected areas.

Serie A, meanwhile, has 
called an emergency assem-
bly next Wednesday to take 
stock of the situation, and also 
to discuss TV rights.

AC Milan president says some 
players recovering from coronavirus

Australian captain Lanning delivers virtual 
batting class for Ireland women’s team

Why men rape? Book seeks to find out answers

Nadal: 
Djokovic will 
need vaccine 
if required 
by the tour
Madrid, May 9 (AP): 
Rafael Nadal says Novak 
Djokovic will need to be 
vaccinated to keep playing 
if the governing bodies of 
tennis make coronavirus 
shots obligatory once they 
become available.

Nadal told the Span-
ish newspaper La Voz 
de Galicia this week that 
Djokovic and all players 
will have to follow the 
rules when tennis even-
tually returns to action.

Nadal said no one can 
be forced to take the vac-
cine and everyone should 
be free to make their 
choices, but all players 
will have to comply if 
tennis officials require 
vaccination to travel and 
to protect everyone on 
the tour.

Then Djokovic will 
have to be vaccinated if 
he wants to keep playing 
tennis at the top level, 
Nadal said.

The same for me. Ev-
eryone will have to fol-
low the rules, just like 
now we have to stay at 
home.

Djokovic recently 
said he was against tak-
ing a vaccine for the coro-
navirus even if it became 
mandatory to travel. He 
later said he was open to 
changing his mind.

If the ATP or the In-
ternational Tennis Fed-
eration obligates us to 
take the vaccine to play 
tennis, then we will have 
to do it, Nadal said.

The Spaniard com-
pared it to the restric-
tions players already 
have on medicines be-
cause of doping controls.

It’s about following 
the rules, nothing more 
than that, he said.

There is still no vac-
cine available against the 
new coronavirus, which 
has killed more than 
270,000 people around 
the world.

Djokovic on Monday 
broke confinement rules 
in Spain after a local club 
said it mistakenly al-
lowed him to practice on 
one of its courts.

Tennis players are 
likely to be authorized 
to be back on courts in 
Spain beginning on Mon-
day, May 11. Nadal said 
he returned to practice 
but did it on a private 
court.

Nadal recently said 
he was pessimistic about 
the return of tennis in 
2020. He said that if giv-
en the option, he would 
scrap this season entirely 
so tennis could resume 
normally in 2021.

Djokovic won the 
Australian Open in early 
February, before sports 
were brought to a halt 
because of the virus. It 
was his 17th Grand Slam 
trophy overall. Only Rog-
er Federer, with 20, and 
Nadal, with 19, have won 
more men’s Grand Slam 
singles trophies than 
Djokovic.

More than 30 sanc-
tioned events have been 
scrapped since early 
March until at least mid-
July. Wimbledon was can-
celed for the first time in 
75 years, while the start 
of the French Open has 
been postponed from 
May until September.

The U.S. Open is 
scheduled to begin in 
New York in late August, 
but organizers said they 
will decide in June if that 
tournament will be held 
at all.

Tendulkar provides financial support to 4,000 underprivileged people
New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): 
Indian cricket icon Sachin 
Tendulkar has donated 
an undisclosed amount 
to financially help 4,000 
underprivileged people, 
including children from 
Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) 
schools, amid the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Tendulkar made 
the donation to the Hi5 

Foundation, a non-profit 
organisation based out of 
Mumbai.

“Best wishes to team 
Hi5 for your efforts in 
supporting families of 
daily wage earners,” Ten-
dulkar tweeted.

The organisation, 
through a tweet, thanked 
Tendulkar for doing his 
bit for the needy.

“Thanks @sachin_rt 

for proving once again 
that #sports encourages 
compassion! Your gen-
erous donation towards 
our #COVID19 fund en-
ables us to financially 
aid 4000 underprivi-
leged people, including 
children from @mybmc 
schools. Our budding 
sportspersons thank you, 
Little Master!”

The legendary bats-

man had earlier con-
tributed Rs 25 lakh 
each to Prime Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund and 
Chief Minister’s Relief 
Fund for the country’s 
fight against COVID-19. 
Tendulkar had earlier 
pledged to bear the 
cost of feeding 5,000 
people for a month in 
a couple of areas in 
Mumbai.

New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): Why men 
rape? A new book seeks to find out 
answers by examining a slew of 
factors that shape male behaviour.

In her book “Why Men Rape: 
An Indian Undercover Investiga-
tion”, Tara Kaushal sets out to un-
derstand the reasons why women 
feel unsafe through a detailed in-
vestigation which includes inter-
views and meetings with nine men 
who have an inclination to commit 
acts of sexual violence.

The core of Kaushal’s research 
methodology for the book, sched-
uled for release next month, en-
tailed spending up to a week each 
with nine men who have raped, 
across different parts of the coun-
try.

The author spent time in their 
home environments; interview-
ing and observing them, and their 
families and friends.

Kaushal says through a study 
of these “mostly ‘undetected’ (the 
experts’ term for rapists outside 
the criminal justice system), some 
unconvicted rapists, I sought to 
determine how history, econom-
ics, environment, upbringing, edu-
cation (or lack thereof), psycho-
logical state, and attitudes towards 
sex, women and gender shaped 

their behaviour and impacted 
their inclination to commit rape”.

She says anthropological, ob-
servational research is expensive 
and time-consuming but in-depth. 
“Sociological, interview-based re-
search is cheaper and easier but 
oftentimes shallower, with the 
drawback of the say-do divide - 
what people say is different from 
what they do.”

Kaushal says she was “under-
cover - with a different name and 
corresponding email and Face-
book IDs; hidden tattoos and a 
so-not-me kurta- jeans look; the 
works”. The 250 questions she 
asked and the things she observed 
were the “same with all men, but 
I never told them I was studying 
them because they had been iden-
tified as rapists”.

The men interviewed belong 
to all sections of society - a doc-
tor who raped his 12-year-old pa-
tient; an unemployed man who has 
decided to kill his former lover; a 
youth who gang raped; a serial 
gang rapist who doesn’t believe 
that rape exists.

Alongside, the author gives 
insights from myriad survivors; 
world-famous experts; a jail in-
mate who provides with com-

mentary on the world view of 
rape convicts inside a prison; and 
many more. The book, published 
by HarperCollins India, also talks 
about how hypersexualized main-
stream cinema, prejudiced media 
coverage of rape cases, the explo-
sion of pornography, and other 
historic and current factors have 
become collaborative agents in 
causing gender violence in India.

In a nation plagued by the 
memory of Nirbhaya and the mi-
sogyny of the Bois Locker Room, 
the book is seen as a bold step 
towards revolutionising our dis-
course around sexual violence.

According to Krishan Chopra, 
publisher (non-fiction) at Harper-
Collins India, “Why Men Rape” is 
an extraordinary journey to find 
an answer to a question that has 
begun to haunt India.

“Tara Kaushal looks at how a 
whole slew of factors -- from histo-
ry and environment to upbringing 
and ingrained attitudes about sex 
and gender -- shaped male behav-
ior,” he says.

Commissioning editor Ananya 
Borgohain says this is a “rather un-
settling book which will make you 
stand still, flummoxed, trying to 
grasp how our society functions”.

Milan, May 9 (AFP): AC 
Milan president Paolo 
Scaroni has revealed that 
some of his squad mem-
bers were still recovering 
from coronavirus.

Serie A has been on 
hold since mid-March 
but Italian Sports Minis-
ter Vincenzo Spadafora 
said on Thursday he was 
hopeful group training 
could resume on May 18.

“We have some in-
fected players in the pro-
cess of recovery,” Scaroni 
told local media.

Scaroni believes Ital-
ian football must live 
with COVID-19 and take 
an example from the 

Bundesliga which will re-
start on May 16.

“We have to get used 
to living with the virus 
and this also applies to 
football,” he said.

“It is not possible to 
stand still until there is 
zero infection. Basically 
we can adopt the Ger-
man formula that pro-
vides that those who are 
sick go into quarantine 
while their teammates 
continue.”

Milan technical direc-
tor Paolo Maldini, togeth-
er with his 18-year-old 
son Daniel, a youth team 
player, have both recov-
ered from the virus.

“Maldini father and 
son are doing well. There 
are players who are im-
proving, but we want to 
start playing again,” said 
Scaroni.

The Lombardy club 
have returned to indi-
vidual training this week 
and are expecting Swed-
ish star Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic to return in the 
coming days.

On Thursday, Fio-
rentina and Sampdoria, 
confirmed ten positive 
tests -- seven players 
and three staff members 
-- a day after Torino con-
firmed a player had been 
infected.

Dublin, May 9 (PTI): 
World Cup winning-Aus-
tralia captain Meg Lan-
ning has used the extra 
time in hand amid the 
COIVD-19 pandemic to 
provide a virtual batting 
class to Ireland women’s 
cricket squad.

Lanning was joined 
by former Ireland skip-
per Isobel Joyce in the 
initiative that took place 
this week to help the 
players keep their skills 
sharp during the forced 
break from cricket.

The duo touched 
upon a number of top-
ics, including the mental 
preparation going into a 
big game, shot selection 
and an analysis of the 

Australian captain’s T20I 
century against England 
last year.

The session was 
chaired by Irish women’s 
team head coach Ed Joyce 
and also featured Austra-
lia boss Matthew Mott.

“Any time you can 
pick the brains of expe-
rienced cricketers such 
as Meg and Isobel is valu-
able, and I know that our 
entire squad enjoyed this 
unique opportunity,” Ire-
land skipper Laura Dela-
ny said.

“People often un-
derestimate the mental 
aspect of the game, and 
both players spoke about 
the importance of men-
tal preparation before a 

game and how to keep 
a clear mind and focus 
when on the field,” she 
said in a Cricket Ireland 
statement.

“It was exceptionally 
generous of Meg to con-
tribute her time to the 
session, particularly giv-
en that it was the evening 
in Australia when she 
joined the masterclass,” 
said coach Ed Joyce.

The coronavirus out-
break, which has killed 
over 2 lakh people across 
the globe, has brought the 
sporting world to a stand-
still. Both domestic and 
international cricket have 
also been affected with all 
events either being can-
celled or postponed.
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Bilateral ties poised for even 
bigger take-off: Ruchi Ghanashyam
London, May 9 (PTI): Ruchi 
Ghanashyam retired as the 
Indian High Commissioner 
to the UK early this month 
in an unusually discreet way 
given the constraints related 
to the coronavirus lockdown, 
bidding farewell to her team 
at the India House in London 
virtually over a conference 
call.

However, there has been 
little impact on her workload 
as she continues to be flooded 
with queries and requests as 
the first repatriation flight 
for Indian nationals takes off 
from London for Mumbai on 
Saturday.

The 60-year-old former 
diplomat, who is yet to fully 
pack her bags or say all her 
goodbyes, is confident that 
her tenure comes to a close 
at a time when India-UK rela-
tions are poised for real take-
off.

“India and the UK have 
strategic ties and a deep rela-
tionship which spans almost 
every area we can think of,” 
said Ghanashyam in a farewell 
interview.

“This depth was even more 
visible during this time of cri-
sis, when we worked closely 
together to assist with the 
repatriation of each other’s 
nationals, facilitated the sup-
ply of life-saving medicines 
to the UK and set up collabo-
rations between institutions 
and businesses to find mean-

ingful solutions. This gives me 
hope that our bilateral ties 
are poised for an even bigger 
take-off,” she said.

The career diplomat, who 
arrived in the UK in November 
2018, has had an extremely 
eventful posting with General 
Elections in both countries, 
the ups and downs of Britain’s 
exit from the European Union 
(EU) at the start of this year 
and culminating in the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“I arrived in the thick of 
Brexit negotiations and re-
tired in the thick of a global 
pandemic so the journey has 
been most unusual. There 
were two major elections in 
2019 in India and the UK so 
most certainly a very eventful 
time,” she recalls.

“I have been extremely 

fortunate to have some won-
derful interlocutors, from the 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) as well as the 
wider network, who have fa-
cilitated and aided an even 
closer India-UK connect,” she 
said.

This connect in her final 
few weeks involved weekly 
calls with FCO minister for 
South Asia, Lord Tariq Ahmad, 
among others, during which 
each side could raise areas of 
concern and highlight priori-
ties on both sides in a “spirit 
of openness and willingness 
to listen”.

“During a crisis of this na-
ture, in my own country our 
Prime Minister (Narendra 
Modi) has been working so 
hard, as is our External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar and the 

entire team, so it is incumbent 
upon each one us to do what 
we can for our own people 
but also for the wider society, 
whether we hold a position or 
not,” she said.

The Indian High Com-
mission in London has been 
hosting a series of virtual 
meetings, including with In-
dian businesses, diaspora and 
students’ groups, to create a 
support network for Indians 
caught up in the lockdown.

“From organising afford-
able accommodation to hot 
meals for those who may be 
feeling alienated being far 
away from their loved ones, 
we have very capable offi-
cers at the mission who have 
found ways to help every In-
dian who reaches out to us,” 
she said.

“Our endeavour has been 
to connect with everyone and 
understand the challenges 
faced to try and address them 
as best as possible, within the 
constraints of the lockdown,” 
she added.

Ghanashyam, who will 
head back to Delhi once the 
COVID-19 related travel re-
strictions are eased, feels 
like her retirement has not 
entirely sunk in yet as there 
is an ongoing demand on her 
time, including this week at 
the virtual launch of the Grant 
Thornton and Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) ‘India 
Meets Britain Tracker 2020’ 
of the fastest growing Indian 
companies in the UK.

She was also instrumental 
in encouraging the first-ever 
report on ‘The Diaspora Ef-
fect’, collated by Grant Thorn-
ton and the Federation of In-
dian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) earlier 
this year to quantify the im-
pact of the 1.5-million-strong 
Indian diaspora in the UK.

“There are so many high-
lights of my tenure, which 
was short [17 months] but 
immensely eventful. There 
were two major celebrations, 
the 550th anniversary of Guru 
Nanak Devji and the 150th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, both of which were 
marked in a big way across 
the UK,” she said.

The diplomat, seen at ev-

ery major UK event dressed in 
her trademark saree, also ini-
tiated the first-ever India Day 
at the London Fashion Week 
in February to promote the 
work of the Indian weavers 
behind the garment.

“It has been a privilege 
to wear these beautiful cre-
ations throughout my career. 
That was the reason behind 
the first India Day, to high-
light the genius behind some 
of the handwoven and care-
fully crafted sarees by Indian 
weavers and crafts people,” 
she said.

And, asked about the pos-
sibility of penning down her 
memoirs as she settles into 
her retirement, Ghanashyam 
admits she has not entirely 
signed off yet.

“It has been a particularly 
hectic time and though I have 
retired, there is work still to 
be done. My diplomatic career 
has been my life for 38 years, 
the longest association after 
my parents and family, so it is 
only natural that I can’t sim-
ply just switch off,” she said.

“As and when I get a 
chance to settle into my re-
tired life, I will think about 
things to do. I can’t say I have 
given a memoir a serious 
thought but maybe over time 
I might feel the urge to write 
about the various amazing 
experiences across so many 
international postings of my 
career,” she added.

Coronavirus strikes 
staffers inside the White House

Washington, May 9 
(AP): Vice President 
Mike Pence’s press secre-
tary has the coronavirus, 
the White House said, 
making her the second 
person who works at the 
White House complex 
known to test positive for 
the virus this week.

President Donald 
Trump, who publicly 
identified the affected 
Pence aide, said he was 
not worried about the 
virus spreading in the 
White House. Nonethe-
less, officials said they 
were stepping up safety 
protocols for the com-
plex.

Pence spokeswoman 
Katie Miller, who tested 
positive Friday, had been 
in recent contact with 
Pence but not with the 
president. She is mar-
ried to Stephen Miller, a 
top Trump adviser. The 
White House had no im-
mediate comment on 
whether Stephen Miller 
had been tested or if he 
was still working in the 
White House. Katie Mill-
er had tested negative 
Thursday, a day before 
her positive result.

This is why the whole 
concept of tests aren’t 

necessarily great, Trump 
said. The tests are per-
fect but something can 
happen between a test 
where it’s good and then 
something happens.

The positive test for 
the senior Pence aide 
came one day after White 
House officials con-
firmed that a member 
of the military serving 
as one of Trump’s valets 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Six people who had 
been in contact with 
Miller were scheduled 
to fly with Pence on Fri-
day to Des Moines, Iowa, 
on Air Force Two. They 
were removed from the 
flight just before it took 
off, according to a senior 
administration official.

None of those people 
were exhibiting symp-
toms, but were asked to 
deplane so they could 
be tested out of an abun-
dance of caution, a senior 
administration official 
told reporters traveling 
with Pence.

All six later tested 
negative, the White 
House said.

The official said 
staff in the West Wing 
are tested regularly but 

much of Pence’s staff 
which works next door 
in the Executive Office 
Building are tested less 
frequently. Katie Miller 
was not on the plane and 
had not been scheduled 
to be on the trip.

Pence, who is tested 
on a regular basis, was 
tested Friday. Miller 
tweeted she was doing 
well and looked forward 
to getting back to work.

White House chief of 
staff Mark Meadows said 
the administration was 
stepping up mitigation 
efforts already recom-
mended by public health 
experts and taking other 
unspecified precautions 
to ensure the safety of 
the president.

Meadows said the 
White House was prob-
ably the safest place that 
you can come, but he was 
reviewing further steps 
to keep Trump and Pence 
safe.

The White House re-
quires daily temperature 
checks of anyone who 
enters the White House 
complex and has encour-
aged social distancing 
among those working in 
the building. The admin-
istration has also directed 

regular deep cleaning of 
all work spaces. Anyone 
who comes in close prox-
imity to the president and 
vice president is tested 
daily for COVID-19.

We’ve already put in a 
few protocols that we’re 
looking at, obviously, to 
make sure that the presi-
dent and his immediate 
staff stay safe. But it’s not 
just the president, it’s all 
the workers that are here 
... on a daily basis,” Mead-
ows said.

Trump’s valet’s case 
marked the first known 
instance where a person 
who has come in close 
proximity to the presi-
dent has tested positive 
since several people pres-
ent at his private Florida 
club were diagnosed with 
COVID-19 in early March. 
The valet tested positive 
Wednesday.

The White House 
was moving to shore up 
its protection protocols 
to protect the nation’s 
political leaders. Trump 
said some staffers who 
interact with him closely 
would now be tested dai-
ly. Pence told reporters 
Thursday that both he 
and Trump would now 
be tested daily as well.

Empty Las Vegas Strip counts 
losses as locals venture out

End of an era: 
Bangladesh’s 
last Arme-
nian dies
Michael Joseph Mar-

tin, Bangladesh’s 
last Armenian, has died 
aged 89, bringing an end 
to the more than 300-year 
presence of the once thriv-
ing and powerful minority 
Christian community.

Martin spent decades 
as custodian of the Arme-
nian Church of the Holy 
Resurrection which was 
founded in 1781 in what 
was once the heart of the 
Armenian community in 
Dhaka.

Armen Arslanian, the 
church’s warden who is 
based abroad, said Mar-
tin “was instrumental in 
maintaining the survival 
of the Armenian Church 
in Dhaka.

“Without the many 
personal sacrifices and 
complete devotion to the 
church, the premises and 
the history of the Arme-
nians in Dhaka would not 
have survived today,” he 
added as he announced 
Martin had died on April 
11.

The Bangladeshi 
capital was once home to 
hundreds of Armenians 
who first arrived in the 
16th century and became 
major traders, lawyers 
and public officials in the 
city.

Martin came to Dhaka 
in 1942 following in the 
footsteps of his father 
who had settled in the re-
gion decades earlier. He 
was originally a trader.

Martin -- whose Ar-
menian name was Mikel 
Housep Martirossian -- 
went on to look after the 
church and its graveyard 
where 400 people are 
buried, including his wife 
who died in 2006.

When their children 
left the country, Martin be-
came the sole remaining 
Armenian in Dhaka and 
lived alone in a mansion 
in the church grounds. 
“When I walk, some-
times I feel spirits mov-
ing around. These are the 
spirits of my ancestors. 
They were noble men and 
women, now resting in 
peace,” Martin told AFP in 
an interview published in 
January 2009.

- Palatial homes -
The marble tomb-

stones he tended display 
family names such as Sar-
kies, Manook and Aratoon 
from a time when Arme-
nians were Dhaka’s wealth-
iest merchants with palatial 
homes who traded jute, 
spices, indigo and leather.

“The earliest surviv-
ing Armenian tombstone 
is that of Khojah Avi-
etes Lazar who died in 
Dhaka on June 7, 1714, 
this makes the known 
Armenian presence in 
Bangladesh to be over 
300 years, similar to that 
of the community in Kol-
kata,” Liz Chater, who did 
extensive research on the 
Armenian presence in 
South Asia, told AFP.

Martin had said the 
Armenians, persecuted 
elsewhere, were em-
braced in what is now 
Bangladesh first by the 
Mughals in the 16th and 
17th centuries and then 
by the British Empire.

“Their numbers fluc-
tuated with the pros-
pects in trading in Dha-
ka,” Muntasir Mamun, a 
historian at Dhaka Uni-
versity, told AFP in 2009.

But they dominated 
business. “They were the 
who’s who in town. They 
celebrated all their reli-
gious festivals with pomp 
and style,” he said. 

The marble statues at Caesars Palace 
are fenced off, the Venetian hotel’s 

gondolas sit empty, and the New York-
New York casino rollercoaster has 
ground to a halt.

Even the Bellagio’s famous dancing 
fountains are “completely shut” due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, says a surly 
security guard, before shooing an AFP 
correspondent away.

In the absence of bustling crowds of 
drunken revelers, packed poker tables 
and overzealous club promoters, the 
slogan “what happens in Vegas stays in 
Vegas” has never felt more redundant.

Last year, May was Las Vegas’s sec-
ond-busiest month, drawing nearly 3.7 
million visitors.

Now, the sidewalks lie empty under 
the scorching sun, except for idle secu-
rity guards, and a handful of vagrants 
and bewildered-looking tourists.

When the sun drops, some familiar 
flickers of activity return. The empty 
casinos’ famous neon lights still shine 
out, illuminating the occasional low-
riding sports car roaring down the Las 
Vegas Strip.

And local residents, from cycling 
families to skateboarding teens, are 
flocking to the vacant sidewalks in 
search of respite from weeks of stay-at-

home orders.
“Being that I live in Las Vegas, I 

never come to the Strip. Ever. There’s 
no need to,” said automotive business 
owner Mike Evans, 47.

“Being around drunk people and 
belligerent people is not relaxation,” 
he added, pausing from his bike ride 
to take a selfie. Now even the outdoor 
escalators that usually transport pedes-
trians across traffic lanes stand still.

Angela Arnold, taking advantage 
of the lull to cycle to the “Welcome to 
Fabulous Las Vegas” sign with two fel-
low residents, added: “We’re not going 
to hear horns blowing and people pass-
ing out vulgar advertising.”

Similarly, Luis Rosales, a 30-year-
old server at the Venetian, has taken 
to rollerblading and jogging along the 
Strip. “I thought never in my life like 
I would see Las Vegas shut down,” he 
said. “There’s no commotion, there’s 
no hustle and bustle... it’s like a ghost 
town.”

- ‘Money and greed’ -
Beneath the odd sense of calm, the 

financial pain of the shutdown is clear.
Billboards are plastered with ad-

verts for nightclub launches that never 
happened -- alongside uplifting mes-
sages to “Stay Strong.”  
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SOLO STROLL! The Knives Out star, Ana De Arma 
takes her dog out for a walk without boyfriend Ben Affleck.
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ARIES: Your time away from the matrix is giving you a 
chance to reconnect with yourself on a deeper level. But who 
says meditation and mindfulness has to be incense sticks and 
mantras? Art is meditation too, depending on the state of mind 
with which you approach it. Visualise yourself as a clear chan-
nel of creativity. 
Tip: Let Spirit weave magic through you.
TAURUS: The storm may or may not have passed but you 
have developed the means to deal with the given circumstanc-
es in an evolved manner. When in doubt, tap into your inner reser-
voir of patience and resilience. See how you can make the ‘now’ 
better. Turning to meditation and mindfulness is an excellent way 
to stay centred. Yes, the thoughts will come and go. 
Tip: Meditation will help you stay centred despite the chaos.
GEMINI: Geminis in toxic relationships, three words: cut it 
out. If somebody is constantly depleting your resources and 
making you question your own abilities, it’s called gaslighting. 
What would you tell a friend who is in the same circumstances 
as you? Some of you may feel haunted by the ghosts of your 
past. Keep in mind that there is a reason things didn’t work out. 
Rekindling the flames will do more harm than good. 
Tip: Be mindful of your consumption habits.
CANCER: Sometimes you just have to put your phone on 
flight mode and give the project at hand your undivided atten-
tion. There’s no better time to push your limits and show the 

world what you are truly capable of. Keeping the distractions 
at bay will be challenging, but not impossible. If you’re work-
ing from home right now, it’s best to have boundaries in place 
so others don’t weigh you down with unrealistic expectations. 
Head over heart, Cancer. You are not putting anybody else 
down by choosing yourself.
Tip: The project at hand needs undivided attention.
LEO: Who says working from home is dull and uninspiring? 
Create a conducive environment for yourself by decluttering 
and rearranging your possessions in a way that they support 
your sacred purpose. Oh, and while you’re at it keep the elixir 
of life (aka ginger, turmeric, lemon, and honey tea) handy! 
Tip: Find new ways to stay motivated professionally.
VIRGO: You win some, you lose some, and that’s the way 
life goes. The cards are reminding you that the problems you 
are facing are not as big as you are making them out to be. Try 
to look at the given situation from a different perspective. This 
will help you understand their side of the story. The drama will 
take backstage once you focus on bringing in peace and har-
mony. As for the sacrifice you’re having to make, know that it 
is miniscule in comparison to what you will receive.
Tip: Your sacrifice is in alignment with the greater good.
LIBRA: This is a sacred time in the Libra headquarters, one 
that is facilitating your journey inwards. Listen to what Spirit 
is communicating to you via dreams, visions, signs, and sym-

bols. They hold the master key to the future you are about 
to write. The more silent you are, the clearer the messages will 
become to you. Consider practicing Vipassana meditation (or si-
lence) for a few hours today. The transformative practice assists 
mind-body connection and helps you become an observer rather 
than actively engaging with the ebb and flow of your emotions.
Tip: Become aware of the divine downloads.
SCORPIO: It’s easy to practice kindness when everything 
is picture-perfect. The real test: how you show up for others 
in times of distress. Scorpio, the Universe is giving you a gold 
star for the compassion you are displaying at the moment. Take 
things up a notch. Spend quality time with your family mem-
bers (or soul crew depending on who you share space with). 
Tip: Laugh and make merry.
SAGITTARIUS: Let’s remove the first two letters from ‘un-
lucky in love’. What the cards are urging you to do is turn to 
the virtual world for romance. Remember, the intention with 
which you approach the given medium will make all the dif-
ference here. Negativity will attract douchebags. Keeping your 
heart open to possibilities will, on the other hand, align you 
with kindred spirits. Love at first sight is overrated. Share your 
likes and dislikes. Start a conversation about the things that 
matter. It’s all about building an authentic connection, right?
Tip: You’re about to get lucky in love.
CAPRICORN: Date nights don’t always have to be about 

painting the town red or being snapped by the paparazzi at ‘it’ 
places. This week, you’re finding the joy in small, simple rit-
uals like reorganising your space, upcycling your possessions 
or doing laundry together. Two is always better than one, Cap-
ricorn! As such, spending quality time with the fam is going to 
be big on your agenda. 
Tip: Spend quality time with the crew.
AQUARIUS: House arrest isn’t particularly easy. Neither is 
sharing space with family. Statutory warning: you will get trig-
gered, Aquarius, and as a result you could lose patience with 
your loved ones. At times like these, it’s important to embrace 
the virtues of kindness and compassion. We’re all in this to-
gether, remember! On the upside, something you have been 
manifesting is likely to take a tangible form. Remember to 
send out a prayer of gratitude to the mysterious forces above.
Tip: Practice kindness and compassion.
PISCES: It’s easy to put terms and conditions on the people in 
our lives. But true love does not understand ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’. In fact, 
it does not understand the language of reason at all. What you’re 
being asked to practice today: unconditional love. Make a con-
scious effort to honour the light in everybody. Shower upon them 
the gift of acceptance. Trust that the most challenging relation-
ships will transform under the spell of your love.
Tip: Learning to accept people as they are will bring balance 
and harmony into your world.

I was so hard on myself for years: Kanan Gill
New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): In his new 
Netflix special, Kanan Gill revisits the 
letter he wrote as a teen to his future 
self but if he could go back in time, the 
stand-up comedian says he would tell 
his younger self to “relax” and live more.

Gill, like the rest of the world, is 
self-isolating at home which 
he finds ironical considering 
how worried he was about 
not having any free time due 
to a packed schedule. But the 
spread of the coronavirus led 
to the cancellation of shows.

“I am privileged that isola-
tion for me just means having 
my usual life at home. I ended 
up having to cancel around six 
months of shows -I think it’s 
so funny now that my calendar 
was packed with international 
shows till February and I was 
worried how little free time I 
had.

“Now that I’m lucky enough 
to have all this time I have 
spent every waking moment 
working. That is life,” he told PTI in an 
interview.

Gill, who shot to fame with the You-
Tube show “Pretentious Movie Reviews” 
with fellow comedian Biswa Kalyan 
Rath, said he was already touring when 
Netflix showed interest and they decid-
ed to put together an hour for the spe-
cial, titled “Yours Sincerely, Kanan Gill”.

In the special, Gill looks back at his 
earnest young self, the health scare that 

he went through, weight gain and other 
experiences through the letter he wrote 
to his future self at the age of 15.

The comedian said looking back, he 
regrets being so harsh on himself.

“I would honestly tell myself to relax. 
Nothing is the end of the world except 

the end of the world. I was so hard on 
myself for so many years, it really sucks 
to think about how much living I missed 
out on because I was worrying and beat-
ing myself up to do more,” he added.

Gill said it was hard to open up about 
his life in the special.

“That was a difficult part of the show 
to write, but the guiding light I used was 
to joke about only my experience and 
say only the things that I would find fun-

ny in the darkest times .
Asked whether people get worried 

about ending up being a part of his 
jokes, Gill said, “they do.”

“I want to put people at ease. It’s 
quite unlikely that our conversation will 
inspire a joke that goes in a show. Jokes 

that last and resonate with audiences 
are hard to write and undergo many, 
many revisions. Even if what you said 
did inspire something, it’s quite unlikely 
that you’ll even recognise it when and if 
you see it,” he said.

When quizzed if he and Rath will 
ever come back with “Pretentious Mov-
ie Reviews”, the show that made them 
famous, his reply was a cryptic who 
knows .

Magician Roy Horn Of Siegfried & Roy 
Has Died Of The Coronavirus At 75

Horn was severely injured in an attack 
by one of his tigers in 2003.

People around the world are re-
membering family and friends who have 
died during the coronavirus pandemic. 
BuzzFeed News is proud to bring you some 
of their stories. To support our coverage, 
become a member and sign up for our 
newsletter, Outbreak Today.

Roy Horn — one half of the tiger-toting 
and extravagant German magic duo Sieg-
fried & Roy, who became world-famous for 
their Las Vegas nightlife show — died Fri-
day of the coronavirus. He was 75.

Horn died in the Mountain View Hospi-
tal in Las Vegas, according to a media state-
ment to several news outlets.

“Today, the world has lost one of the 
greats of magic, but I have lost my best 
friend,” Siegfried Fischbacher said in the 
statement. “From the moment we met, I 
knew Roy and I, together, would change 
the world. There could be no Siegfried 
without Roy, and no Roy without Sieg-
fried.”

Responding to Horn’s death, magician 
David Copperfield described him as “a 
wonderful artist, a legend.”

“Roy gave so much to entertainment 
and our community,” he tweeted.

Horn was born in Germany in 1944 
as Allied bombs rained down toward 
the end of World War II. His mother, Jo-
hanna, left her three other children in a 
basement in order to cycle through the 
carnage to her sister’s place to give birth, 
according to the magicians’ website biog-
raphy.

At a young age, he befriended his fam-
ily dog, Hexe, while his stepfather strug-
gled with alcoholism and the family sank 
into post-war poverty.

“I was a prince and Hexe was my uni-
corn,” Horn said. “We ran, we flew; out 
there we knew no boundaries—we were 
free.”

Sensing his affinity with animals, his 
mother’s friends organized for Horn’s 
birthday for him to have access to a zoo 
where they served as patrons. It was 
there that Horn grew an affinity to the 
zoo’s tiger and cheetah, beginning his 
love for wild cats.

While working as a waiter on a cruise 
ship in the late 1950s, Horn met Fisch-
bacher, who had been working perform-
ing magic shows, and teased him that his 
show needed scarier animals to be more 
entertaining.

It was the beginning of a multi-decade 
partnership that saw them tour first the 
seas, then Europe, then North America, 
and the world with their levitating tigers 
and vanishing elephants.

A 1989 New York Times piece on the 
pair described their show as “a sorcer-
er’s extravaganza, a pageant of Las Vegas 
glitter and circus glitz.”

The performance involved 55 cast 
members, 24 big cats, an elephant, a py-
thon, and an understudy python “just in 
case.”

The pair established a decades-long 
residency in Las Vegas and were even 
parodied on The Simpsons.

In 2003, Horn was attacked by a 
600-pound white tiger during a show at 
the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas. The animal 
mauled his neck and dragged him off-
stage, as crew members tried desperate-
ly to free him. But Horn was left partially 
paralyzed and permanently disfigured.

In 2009, after some 5,000 shows over 
13 years, the pair performed one final fare-
well Las Vegas performance.

‘’We haven’t done too badly for a cou-
ple of immigrants,’’ Roy told the New York 
Times in 1989 as they performed in the 
city. ‘’When two guys come from Germany 
with absolutely nothing, it’s a great thing to 
have your name in lights at the Radio City 
Music Hall, don’t you think?’’

Mike Flana-
gan working 
on ‘Revival’ 
adaptation at 
Warner Bros

Los Angeles, May 9 (PTI): Film-
maker Mike Flanagan is set to 
tackle the film adaptation of yet 
another book from celebrated au-
thor Stephen King.

Flanagan, who previously 
helmed the film version of King’s 
novel “Doctor Sleep”, is now adapt-
ing a scrip from the author’s 2014 
book “Revival”.

The filmmaker also has the op-
tion to direct the movie, according 
to The Hollywood Reporter. The 
project has been set up at Warner 
Bros and will be produced by Fla-
nagan and Trevor Macy through 
their banner Intrepid Pictures.

“Revival” centres around the 
relationship between a heroin-
addicted musician and a dubious 
faith healer with a hidden agenda.

The minister is obsessed with 
trying to find a way to communi-
cate with his departed wife and 
child but ends up connecting to a 
Lovecraftian horror. Flanagan and 
Macy have earlier teamed for the 
2017 adaptation of King’s novel 
“Gerald’s Game”, which released 
on Netflix. They also collaborated 
on the 2018 Netflix series “The 
Haunting of Hill House”.

Would love to direct 
one day: Elle Fanning

Los Angeles, May 9 (PTI): 
Actor Elle Fanning says she 
would love to pursue direc-
tion if she gets a good story.

The actor said she “badly” 
wants to go behind the cam-
era.

“It’s something that I do 
want to do badly. You’ve just 
got to find the right story. 
What is it that you want to 
tell? Is it going to be person-
al? Is it not? Are you going to 
write it? Are you not? A lot of 
big questions. I will for sure 
one day,” Fanning said in an 

interview with Variety.
She will next be seen as 

Catherine the Great in Hulu’s 
10-part satirical comedy se-
ries “The Great”, which de-
buts on May 15.

Fanning is also looking 
forward to The Nightingale , 
which also features her sister 
Dakota.

The film, directed by actor 
Melanie Laurent, was sched-
uled to release in December 
but has been postponed by a 
year due to coronavirus pan-
demic.

‘Upload’ renewed 
for season two 

at Amazon
Los Angeles, May 9 (PTI): 
Amazon Prime Video has giv-
en a second season order for 
Greg Daniels’ show “Upload”.

The season two renewal 
comes just a week after the 
show premiered on Amazon 
Prime Video, according to 
The Hollywood Reporter.

The single-camera sit-
com, featuring Robbie Amell 
and Andy Allo, takes place in 
the near future, where peo-
ple who are near death can 
be “uploaded” into a virtual 
afterlife of their choice.

“I am thrilled to continue 
a great relationship with Am-
azon Studios and this won-
derful cast and find out what 
happens next to Nora and 
Nathan and Ingrid and their 
2033 world. With this news I 
can stop drawing my season 
2 flip book,” Daniels said in a 
statement.

“Upload” is executive 
produced by Daniels and his 
producing partner Howard 
Klein.


