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SKM District-level Inter 
Constituency Sports Meet begins 

PRITAM LAMA
Gyalshing, 10 Feb:

The District-level Inter Constituen-
cy under-17 athletic and volleyball 

tournament organised by Sports Wing 
of Sikkim Krantikari Morcha [SKM] in 
collaboration with State Sports Depart-
ment started today at Sribadam in West 
Sikkim.

The 1st West District Inter-Constit-
uency U-17 boys’ and girls’ Athletic 
Meet 2021 is being held at Sribadam, 
West District, from 10 to 14 February.

The five-day sports meet will 
also include the 1st West District In-
ter-Constituency Boy's and Girl's Vol-
leyball Tournament. 

The five-day District level event 
was inaugurated today by Agriculture 
and IPR Minister, Loknath Sharma in 
the presence of Power Minister, MN 
Sherpa.

The inaugural event was also at-
tended by Power Minister, MN Sherpa, 

Advisor Sports and Youth Affairs, MN 
Subba, Rinchenpong, Area In-charge, 
Phurba Tshering Bhutia, SKM Rinchen-
pong CLC president, Suk Hang Limboo, 
SKM sports wing executives and others.

The competition will also have a 
selection committee to spot talent and 
then take them to the state and nation-
al-level competitions.

Rinchenpong’s SKM CLC presi-
dent, Suk Hang Limboo shared that 
the constituency is fortunate to host 
District-level sports meet which aims 
to bring out talent from the rural areas 
of West District. He thanked the SKM 
sports wing for selecting Sribadam as 
the venue.

PHE Minister, Bhim Hang Subba is 
scheduled to attend the 2nd day event 
as chief guest on Thursday along with 
SKM State-level youth president, Lakpa 
Moktan as guest of honour.

The five-day District level sports 
meet will conclude on 14 February.

Read and Grow to promote 
reading among youngsters

Govt Employees welcome Su 
Swastha, suggest improvements

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 10 Feb: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha students’ wing 

is all set to organize a 
grand event, ‘Read and 
Grow’, a book fair-cum-
book donation drive, 
this weekend here at MG 
Marg. The event will have 
story-telling, story and 
poetry, painting compe-
tition, panel discussion 
and other educational 
activities from 12 to 14 
February.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM students’ wing state 
president, Sonam Chopel 
Sherpa mentioned that 
the main objective of 
Read and Grow event is 
to inculcate reading hab-
it and culture especially 
among youngsters of Sik-
kim. He expressed that 
this initiative will bear 
its fruits in the near fu-
ture and added that this 
campaign hopes to build 
a knowledge society in 
the State.

Students’ wing gener-
al secretary II, Tshering 
Wangchuk Lepcha, who 
is also the Additional 
Political Secretary to the 
CM, mentioned that more 
public participation 
would lead to the success 
of the event so students’ 
wing has carried out var-
ious promotional activi-
ties in different parts of 
the State in the last two 
months. 

He informed that a 

book donation drive was 
held in West District on 
20 December, which was 
followed by walkathon 
in Gangtok on 13 Jan-
uary, mountain biking 
on 24 January and bike 
riding on 06 February to 
create mass awareness 
on the campaign. 

SKM students’ wing 
has also set up a read-
ing corner at Pentong 
School [established in 
1962] in a remote vil-
lage of Dzongu, North 
District during its two-
day event held on 19 and 
20 January, he added.

Bhim Kumari Sharma, 
who is Advisor to Culture 
Department, stated that 
story telling session for 
different age groups of 
students was one of the 
important events of Read 
and Grow campaign. She 
informed that Bokaro 
Children’s Festival team 
is helping out by hold-
ing a virtual story telling 

session by the best story 
tellers of the country. 

She added that story 
telling sessions will be 
held for age groups of 6 
to 8 years, 8 to 10 years 
and 10 and 12 years from 
11 AM to 12 noon, which 
will be followed by an-
other session on history 
of Sikkim by Archives 
Division of the Culture 
Department for senior 
students from 1 to 2 PM.

Students’ wing sec-
retary, Prerna Darnal 
mentioned that students’ 
wing in coordination 
with Inner Wheel Club 
and Rotary Club was or-
ganizing painting compe-
tition and story and poet-
ry writing competition at 
MG Marg.

Students’ wing sec-
retary, Nosang Limboo 
mentioned that book fair 
of local publishers and 
by Language section of 
Education Department 
is another highlight of 

the event. He urged the 
people to be a part of the 
book fair.

Likewise, students’ 
wing coordinator [north/
east], Tirtha Sharma 
mentioned that the event 
will also have panel dis-
cussion of publishers 
and writers to discuss 
various issues related 
to reading. He informed 
that panel discussion by 
Nepali publishers and 
writers will be held on 
13 February and then by 
English publishers and 
writers on 14 February.

Students’ wing gen-
eral secretary I, Kavita 
Sapkota stated that a 
political party is organiz-
ing such an educational 
event for the first time in 
Sikkim. She appealed to 
everyone to participate 
in this three-day long 
event. 

“We want to contrib-
ute to society through 
such initiatives and 

students’ wing will 
continue with such 
events in the future 
as well to promote 
reading habit which 
will help to develop 
a knowledge society,” 
she expressed.

Students’ wing chief 
convener, Karma Tashi 
Bhutia, who is also the 
Chairman of Housing 
Board, said that the 
initiative has been tak-
en on the direction of 
the CM to contribute 
towards the education 
sector. He stated that 
the event is also a plat-
form and encourage-
ment for local publish-
ers and writers.

It is informed that 
another campaign of 
book donation is also 
going on simultaneous-
ly and SKM students’ 
wing will set up reading 
corners and libraries 
in remote places of the 
state. 

AARON RAI
Gangtok, 10 Feb:

Sikkim Government Employees Group 
C and D convened a press conference 

in Gangtok today lauding the recently 
announced Su Swastha health scheme 
by the government.

Compared to the previous scheme, 
this new scheme is excellent and ben-
eficial for all employees of Sikkim said 
general secretary of the organization, 
Tsewang Norbu Bhutia.

The organization reached out to 
the employees to take suggestions and 
feedback on the scheme. 

Based on the feedback, Tsewang 
Norbu Bhutia said that the organization 
would like to request the government 
to increase the amount of insurance to 
Rs 20 lakh from the existing Rs 10 lakh.

Apart from this, the organization 
also got feedback that referred pa-

tients have to wait for months for 
their turn and that inferior quali-
ty medicines are provided to those 
undertaking treatment through this 
scheme.

Mr Bhutia said that hospitals ask 
the patient to buy the more expen-
sive medicines from pharmacies and 
only the inexpensive ones are provided 
free of cost. He urged the government 
to look into this matter.

President of the organization, San-
gay Zangpo Bhutia thanked the Chief 
Minister on behalf of the organization 
for announcing the Su Swastha scheme.

He informed that the accounts, 
donations, etc. of the organization 
will be made public for organiza-
tion members through the press 
soon. The chairman also informed 
about the organization’s new plan 
and program.

Dalai Lama writes to 
Uttarakhand CM, offers sympathy
Dharamshala, 10 Feb 
[PTI]: Tibetan spiritual 
leader Dalai Lama has 
written to Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Trivendra 
Singh Rawat, expressing 
his condolences to the 
families of the people 
killed in a glacier disas-
ter in Chamoli district of 
the state.

A glacier burst at 
Joshimath on Sunday 
triggered an avalanche 
and a deluge in the Alak-
nanda river system that 

washed away hydroelec-
tric stations. The death 
count was 32 as on Tues-
day with multiple agen-
cies racing against time 
to reach 25 to 35 work-
ers trapped inside a tun-
nel at the power project 
site and 174 people are 
missing.

"I offer my condo-
lences to those who have 
lost loved ones, and pray 
for them. I also pray for 
the safety and well-be-
ing of those who are still 

missing. I understand 
that both the central and 
the state governments 
are engaged in rescue 
work and are doing 
their utmost to provide 
relief to people affect-
ed by this calamity," the 
letter read.

"As a gesture of sol-
idarity with the people 
of Uttarakhand, I have 
asked the Dalai Lama 
Trust to make a donation 
towards the relief and 
rescue efforts," it added.

Tourism stakeholders and line deptts meet 
and discuss permits and related issues

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 10 Feb: 

A Protected Area Per-
mit [PAP]/ Restrict-

ed Area Permit [RAP] 
review meeting with all 
nodal departments and 
tourism stakeholders 
was held here today to 
discuss and deliberate on 
various issues related to 
PAP and RAP regime and 
other pertinent issues 
facing the stakeholders. 

The meeting was or-
ganized by Travel Agents’ 
Association of Sikkim 
[TAAS] in collaboration 
with the Check Post divi-
sion of Sikkim Police.

The meeting, which 
was chaired by STDC 

chairperson, Lukendra 
Rasaily, as chief guest, 
was also attended by 
IG Sikkim Police [Check 
Post] ST Bhutia, DC 
North Sonam Kaleon 
and senior officials 
from Check Post Sikkim 
Police, Tourism Depart-
ment, Motor Vehicle 
Division, Home Depart-
ment, Traffic Police and 
representatives of dif-
ferent organization in 
tourism sector.

During the interac-
tion session moderated 
by TAAS general secre-
tary, Yangchen Tongden 
Lepcha, representatives 
of different organizations 
placed their respective 

issues and suggestions 
on PAP and RAP and 
other areas of tourism, 
which were addressed 
by officials of the line de-
partments in attendance 
who assured to look into 
the various matters.  

In his address, the 
STDC chairperson con-
gratulated TAAS for 
bringing all line de-
partments and tourism 
stakeholders together 
to discuss important 
issues and observer 
that such meetings will 
bear fruit in the near fu-
ture and resolve various 
issues facing the stake-
holders. 
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Only one new Covid case and 858 
more vaccinations in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 10 FEB: 

A 79-year-old lady from Rumtek in 
East District was the only person 

to test positive for Novel Coronavirus in 
Sikkim today. 

After two consecutive days of no 
new cases, only one more case of Covid 
was detected in Sikkim on Wednesday, 
this from the testing of 176 samples in 
the last 24 hours. 

Sikkim’s tally of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 now stands at 6,111, of 
whom 5,820 patients have already been 
discharged from isolation facilities in 
the State. Accordingly, the number of 
active cases has further dropped to 60.

In his daily health bulletin on 
Wednesday, Health Department State 
IEC Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia, in-
formed that the one new case was de-
tected in RT-PCR testing of a pool of 141 
samples, while all 15 samples screened 
by TrueNat and 20 put through rapid 
antigen testing returned negative. 

He further informed that this solitary 
new case was however not traceable over 
the phone number provided during test-
ing and urged her to immediately contact 
the concerned authorities.

Meanwhile, a total of 858 more 
persons received COVID-19 vaccine 
shots in different parts of the State on 
Wednesday. 
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Singtam observes National 
Road Safety month 

YOGEN THATAL
Singtam, 10 Feb:

National road safety 
month program was 

conducted by the Motor 

Vehicle Division in col-
laboration with Singtam 
Driver Association at Sing-
tam bazaar today. The pro-
gram started with a rally 

and awareness of road 
safety. SDM, RTO, RO, and 
DMS District Hospital of 
Singtam were present at 
the event.

Calling students “anti-national” 
dangerous for Sikkim: Nawin Kiran

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 10 Feb: 

Sikkim Subject Com-
mittee vice-convener, 

Nawin Kiran Pradhan 
has criticized and con-
demned the recent 
arrest of students of 
Gyalshing Govern-
ment College. He has 
called it unfortunate 
that these students 
were arrested for de-
manding completion 
of construction work 
of their college cam-
pus.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
afternoon, Mr Pradhan 
stated that if the Min-

ister or anyone from 
the government would 
have met the students 
and given some assur-
ance then this inci-
dent would have been 
avoided.

He alleged that the 
incident has exposed 
the real intentions of 
the State government. 
SKM party leaders 
had supported such a 
movement in the past 
against the previous 
government, he added.

Mr Pradhan alleged 
that instead of resolv-
ing the issue, the SKM 
spokesperson Jacob 
Khaling gave a regretful 

statement by calling stu-
dents “anti-national and 
terrorists”. He added that 
such a statement is dan-
gerous for Sikkim.

While speaking on 

other issues, he said that 
the State government 
should make laws to 
make defaulters repay 
their loans to the State 
Bank of Sikkim. 

“We have highlighted 
the issue and now the 
government has to take 
steps by making strict 
laws for repayment of 
default amounts. We 
demand that the gov-
ernment make laws 
for the same in this 
upcoming budget ses-
sion of the State,” he 
said. He said that he 
can approach the High 
Court on this issue if re-
quired. 

He also talked about 
the alleged favoritism in 
the recent list of candi-
dates for admission in B 
Ed Government College 
at Soreng.

Mr Bhutia informed that 499 persons were vacci-
nated in East District - 79 at STNM Hospital, 130 at 
Central Referral Hospital, 47 at Rhenock CHC, 64 at 
Rongli PHC, 78 at Rangpo PHC and six health workers 
and 95 frontline workers at the Urban PHC in Gangtok. 

Likewise, 144 people were vaccinated at Soreng 
PHC in West District, 120 at Bermiok PHC at South 
District and 96 at Passingdang PHC in North District.

Only one new Covid....

Kewzing school organizes Literary and Cultural program
BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 10 Feb:

Government Senior 
Secondary School 

Kewzing, South Sik-
kim, organized one-
day Literary and Cul-
tural programme at 
the school auditorium 
today. The programme 
was part of student’s 
project work. 

The program was or-
ganized by Nepali, Bhut-
ia, Lepcha, Hindi, Sherpa, 
Rai language teachers 
and students. Principal 
In-charge of Kewzing Se-
nior Secondary School, 
Zigmee Dorjee Bhutia, 

was the chief guest of the 
programme accompa-
nied by other teachers as 
special guests.

On the occasion, 
'Pratibha Sangam Sahitya 

Samiti' was also officially 
announced and consti-
tuted.

Programme was par-
ticipated by the 

Students from Class-

es IX to XII participated 
in the program wearing 
traditional costumes and 
language teachers also 
wore traditional attire. 

Nepali PGT, Suresh 

Sharma highlighted the 
importance of the pro-
gram and said that such 
kind of activities and tra-
ditional attire shows uni-
ty in diversity in Sikkim.

Teacher Zigmee 
Wangchuk Bhutia said 
that such a program is 
being held for the first 
time in this area and will 
help to promote commu-
nal harmony. 

The school has decid-
ed that from the coming 
academic session, stu-
dents and teachers must 
wear traditional dress 
once in a month.

Rescue operation to locate 25-35 workers 
trapped inside Tapovan tunnel continues

Joshimath (U'khand), 
Feb 10 (PTI): Rescuers 
from multiple agencies 
like the ITBP, NDRF and 
Army continued their 
operation on Wednes-
day to penetrate deeper 
through tonnes of silt 
to reach out to workers 
trapped inside the Ta-
povan tunnel as the toll 
in the Uttarakhand flash 
floods has mounted to 32 
with over 170 missing.

The centre of oper-
ations, post the Sunday 
disaster in the border 
district of Chamoli, re-
mains the large tunnel 
where an estimated 30-
35 workers are believed 
to have been trapped af-
ter the Alaknanda river 
hurtled down in spate as 
a result of a possible gla-
cier burst or avalanche in 
the Himalayas.

The rescuers are 
"hoping against hope" to 
find the workers of the 
Tapovan power project 
who have gone missing 
for over three days now.

With every minute 
passing by, the concern 
about the safety of these 
men is mounting.

Officials on the 
ground and those mon-
itoring the rescue from 
Delhi told PTI that con-
tinuous accumulation of 
slush and silt inside the 
tunnel is the biggest hur-
dle for the rescuers.

"Heavy machines 
have removed more 
slush from the tunnel the 
whole night. A joint team 
of ITBP, NDRF, SDRF 
and sister agencies en-
tered into the tunnel this 
morning.

"The tunnel is ap-
proachable till about 120 
meters but more slush 
and water coming from 
inside the tunnel is mak-
ing the way ahead diffi-
cult," Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police force spokes-
person Vivek Kumar Pan-
dey said in Delhi.

Measures like drilling 
to take oxygen to those 
trapped inside the tunnel 
are being contemplated, 
project consultant AK 
Shrivastava said at the 
site in Tapovan.

The over 1,500 me-
tre tunnel has become 
the focal point of rescue 
operations even as fam-
ily members of those 
trapped spend hours out-
side with a bated breath 
to hear some good news 
about their kin.

The multi-agency 
group of rescuers also 
flew a camera-equipped 
drone inside the tunnel 
on Tuesday but due to 
darkness, it could not 
pinpoint the location of 
survivors or the way for-
ward, a senior National 
Disaster Response Force 
officer said.

"We are still hopeful. 
The teams will continue 
making attempts, clear-
ing the slush to enter 
deeper into the tunnel 
and locate the trapped," 
he said.

The ITBP has de-
ployed a team of about 
450 personnel apart 
from those from the 
NDRF, state disaster re-
sponse force and the 
Army.

When contacted, Ut-
tarakhand Director Gen-
eral of Police Ashok Ku-
mar said all possible ef-
forts will be made to save 
the lives of those trapped 
inside the tunnel.

As per the latest up-
dates provided by the 
State Emergency Opera-
tion Centre here, 32 bod-
ies have been recovered 
from different places in 
the disaster-hit areas 
while 174 are still miss-
ing.

CM launches post 
of MMA event

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 10 Feb: 

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang on Wednesday 

officially launched the 
poster of an upcoming 
sporting event of Mixed 
Martial Arts [MMA] In-
dian Fight to be held in 
April at Paljor Stadium. 
The event is being orga-
nized by FITB27 in asso-

ciation with Alpha Tribe.
Speaking to media 

persons, Mr Sikkim 2019, 
Bishal Chettri, who is the 
event head, said that this 
sporting event is the first 
of its kind being held in 
Sikkim to promote MMA 
in the State. He informed 
that the best MMA fight-
ers and Bollywood celeb-
rities are scheduled to 

participate in the event. 
It is informed that the 
event will strictly follow 
COVID-19 protocols.

Mr Chettri expressed 
that the event would help 
to encourage local youth 
to take up MMA sports 
professionally to repre-
sent Sikkim in national 
and international arenas. 

Ladakh disaster management 
authority holds first meeting

Leh, Feb 10 (PTI): 
Lieutenant Governor 
RK Mathur on Wednes-
day chaired the first 
meeting of the Ladakh 
disaster management 
authority and stressed 
on the need to station 
helicopters in the Union 
Territory for relief, res-
cue and evacuation 
during a calamity.

"The Union Territory 
of Ladakh on Wednes-
day held the first meet-
ing of its disaster man-
agement authority un-
der the chairmanship 
of the Lt Governor," an 
official spokesman said.

Mathur also said 
helipads should be up-
graded to handle bigger 
aircraft such as the Mi-
17 and the Chinook, and 
added that there should 
be additional airstrips 
for relief, rescue and 
evacuation purposes.

During the meeting, 
the Lt Governor exhort-
ed officials to engage 
various central agencies 
in disaster management 
planning for Ladakh 
and ensuring regular 
interactions to study 
disaster-related aspects 
throughout the year.

Mathur said as im-
mediate measures, 
administrative build-
ings in Ladakh should 
be strengthened to 
make them earthquake 
and fire resistant, and 
equipped with satellite 
phones, the spokesman 
said.

The Lt Governor sug-
gested that the mete-
orological department 
should have a strong da-
tabase of disaster-relat-
ed information and this 
data should be updated 
at regular intervals.

"Handling of any di-
saster is the responsi-
bility of every individual 
and entire Ladakh needs 
to contribute to the risk 
reduction of natural as 
well as man-made di-
sasters," Mathur said, 
adding that resources 
like emergency stocks 
and equipment should 
be made available at the 
village level along with 
trained volunteers to 
deal with disasters.

The governing au-
thority and officials 
should be available as 
first responders in a 
functional position at 
the time of any disaster, 

he said.
The spokesman said 

that the Lt Governor 
stressed on extensive 
training to paramedics 
in handling disaster vic-
tims, immediate setting 
up of an emergency op-
eration centre and on 
measures to address the 
possibility of drought.

He said a detailed 
presentation was given 
by the Leh and Kargil 
district commissioners 
and the disaster man-
agement authority on 
the history of disasters 
in Ladakh and rescue 
operations, and pre-
paredness.

The Lt Governor's 
advisor, Umang Narula, 
stressed on the need to 
have a comprehensive 
disaster plan for Ladakh 
in order to cater to pos-
sible contingency and 
disasters.

He impressed on 
the use of technology 
like drones and satel-
lites to improve com-
munication networks 
and community-level 
involvement through 
training and mock drills 
to enable them to man-
age disaster as first re-
sponders.
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

He stressed on the need for line departments and tourism stakeholders to 
work together in even better coordination to resolve issues and raise Sikkim tour-
ism to the next level.

Likewise, IG Sikkim Police [Check Post] claimed that the force has been per-
forming on its duties judiciously under all conditions in implementing different 
notifications of the government. 

He suggested that stakeholders arrange health documents of tourists while 
taking them to high-altitude areas to prevent any emergency situations. 

He informed that the Check Post was also planning to set up rescue teams in 
PAP and RAP.

The IG also informed that the Check Post was planning to issue permits online 
and establish a tourist police in RAP and PAP. 

He added that the police have a zero tolerance approach to over-charging by 
taxies and also informed that soon, a separate counter will be installed for female 
travel agents in the permit cell.

Earlier, TAAS president, Sonam Norgay Lachungpa, mentioned that the main 
objective of this coordination meeting was to discuss various pertinent issues 
related to PAP and RAP. He informed that the outcome of the deliberations and 
suggestions of the meeting will be compiled and submitted submit to higher au-
thorities for consideration. 

He also stated that State government has been working proactively for the 
promotion and development of tourism hence it was the responsibility of the 
stakeholders to support the efforts of the government and take Sikkim tourism 
to newer heights. 

Tourism stakeholders and line.....

LOST
Class X Compartmental Examination Results 2018 of Lalit 
Majhi bearing roll no 3155198 from NTL Senior Secondary 
School, Vok South Sikkim.

BJP leaders launch a broadside as Twitter snubs Govt
New Delhi, 10 Feb 
[NDTV]: "Twitter seems 
to hold itself above law," 
says one. "The country is 
governed based on con-
stitution not some corpo-
rate rule," says another. 
Some others promote its 
rival - through tweets, to 
rub it in.
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party's (BJP) has over the 
past few days marshalled 
plenty of firepower on 
social media to attack the 
popular microblogging 
platform. The faceoff has 
only intensified since the 
social media firm issued 
a statement today in its 
defence over the matter 
of curbing free speech 
and following criminal 
laws.

"It (Twitter) is pick-
ing and choosing what 

law to follow and what 
not to...Requesting @
GoI_MeitY to act strin-
gently," BJP's emerging 
star and Bengaluru South 
MP, Tejasvi Surya tweet-
ed today.

The party's Nation-
al General Secretary BL 
Santosh, too, posted a 
tweet reminding Twitter 
that it had to adhere to 
the country's rules.  

Both were respond-

ing to an update from the 
company on its recent 
actions in response to 
recent developments in 
India.   

Following the Re-
public Day violence, the 
Central government had 
asked Twitter to block 
over 1,300 handles in 
all for allegedly spread-
ing misinformation and 
provocative content. 
These included accounts 

of journalists, activists, 
and politicians. Some of 
these persons now face 
police cases for the al-
leged crime.

In blog post today, 
Twitter said these de-
mands of the government 
were inconsistent with 
Indian law. It refused to 
outright ban the handles 
but imposed restrictions 
on some of them within 
India.

In the past few days, 
Central ministers like 
Ravi Shankar Prasad and 
Piyush Goyal have been 
promoting Koo, a Twitter 
look-alike developed by 
a Bengaluru-based start-
up. Government units 
like the NITI Aayog, too, 
have logged on to this 
platform.

Responding to Twit-

ter's blog, the Union 
Ministry of Electronics 
and IT, tweeted, "Upon 
the request of Twitter 
seeking a meeting with 
the Govt., the Secretary 
IT was to engage with 
senior management of 
Twitter. In this light a 
blog post published prior 
to this engagement is un-
usual. Govt. will share its 
response soon."

Few months ago, 
Tejasvi Surya had com-
plained of arbitrary and 
unilateral censuring of 
content with a "national-
istic approach". On Mon-
day, he had attacked the 
Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment in Maharashtra 
for curbing free speech 
on Twitter. He even quot-
ed Idi Amin to make his 
point.

No plans to cut taxes on petrol, diesel: Oil Minister
New Delhi, Feb 10 
(PTI): Oil Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on 
Wednesday ruled out 
any cut in excise duty, for 
now, to give relief to con-
sumers from the spiral-
ling retail prices of petrol 
and diesel which have 
touched all-time highs.

"There is no such pro-
posal at present," he said 
in the Rajya Sabha when 
asked if the government 
was looking at cutting 
taxes to cool off prices.

Petrol price crossed 
the Rs 94-mark in Mum-
bai and diesel soared 
to Rs 84.63 per litre on 
Wednesday. Retail pump 
rates have not seen a 
reduction in almost 11 
months.

International bench-
mark rates had plunged 
to decade lows in April. 
The government had 
hiked excise duty on 
petrol by a record Rs 13 
per litre and on diesel by 
Rs 16 a litre to mop up 
gains arising from the 
fall in rates but did not 
cut taxes when oil prices 
bounced back.

Retail petrol price 
have risen by Rs 18.01 
per litre since mid-March 

2020 and diesel rates 
have gone up by Rs 15.44.

Replying to ques-
tions on rising fuel pric-
es, Pradhan said retail 
pump rates are gov-
erned by internation-
al prices as India is 85 
per cent dependent on 
imports for meeting its 
need.

"When the interna-
tional price of crude oil 
is higher, we have to 
increase the prices and 
when the international 
price is lower, we have 
to decrease the prices 
here too. This is a mar-
ket mechanism which 
is followed by oil mar-
keting companies. We 
have given the freedom 

to them," he said during 
Question Hour.

The retail price, he 
said, is made up of three 
components -- base 
price that reflects the 
cost of international oil, 
central excise duty and 
state taxes.

Both central and 
state governments rely 
heavily on collections 
from taxes on these 
products for meeting 
their developmental 
and welfare priorities, 
he said.

"They need some 
resources... (and) this 
(taxing petrol and die-
sel) has been a proven 
and substantial route 
by all the governments, 

whether the state gov-
ernments or the central 
government," he said.

The current rally in 
fuel prices is because 
crude oil prices have 
touched USD 61 per bar-
rel mark for the first time 
in more than a year.

Taxes make up for 
over 61 per cent of retail 
petrol price while they 
constitute more than 56 
per cent of diesel pump 
rates.

While the central gov-
ernment has raised ex-
cise duty, states too have 
raised VAT, the minister 
said. "So, both the states 
and the central govern-
ment are raising taxes 
according to their devel-

opmental needs."
In the last 300 days, 

petrol and diesel prices 
have risen on 60 days. 
Rates were cut on 7 days 
for petrol and 21 in case 
of diesel. "For almost 250 
days, we have neither 
increased nor decreased 
the price," he said. "So, 
it is a misnomer to cam-
paign that prices are an 
all-time high."

The central govern-
ment had reduced the 
excise duty on petrol and 
diesel by Rs 2 per litre 
on October 4, 2017, and 
again by Rs 1.5 on Oc-
tober 5, 2018, he said, 
adding on the Centre's 
request 18 states and 
one union territory had 
reduced VAT on the fuel 
at that time.

In October 2018 
when excise duty was 
cut, petrol price in 
Delhi had touched Rs 
84 per litre and diesel 
was at Rs 75.45. On 
Wednesday, petrol was 
priced at Rs 87.60 a li-
tre in Delhi and diesel at 
Rs 77.73.

Rates vary from state 
to state depending on 
local taxes (VAT) and 
freight.

Armed Myanmar group seeks 
asylum in India, Mizoram 
border areas on high alert

Aizawl, 10 Feb [PTI]: 
Myanmar-based armed 
insurgent group Chin 
National Army (CNA) 
has sought asylum for 
their families in India 
in the wake of the mili-
tary coup in the neigh-
bouring country, an offi-
cial in Mizoram said on 
Wednesday.

The CNA, the armed 
wing of the Chin National 
Front (CNF), has sought 
asylum for 40 families, 
Mizoram's Champhai dis-
trict deputy commission-
er Maria CT Zuali told 
news agency PTI.

"The CNA has com-
municated the matter to 
the village council pres-
ident of Farkawn, who 
later informed the Cham-
phai district administra-
tion," she said.

Ms Zuali said that she 
has forwarded the matter 
to higher authorities.

The district admin-
istration has issued an 
alert against an influx of 
refugees from Myanmar 
in the wake of the coup, 
officials said.

Mizoram shares a 404 
km porous international 
border with Myanmar.

A notification issued 
by Ms Zuali on Tuesday 
instructed all villages to 
inform the district ad-
ministration if Myanma-
rese refugees are seen 
entering their areas.

Thousands of mem-
bers of the Chin commu-
nity of Myanmar fled to 
Mizoram because of the 
military junta since the 
late 1980s, officials said.

Though many have 
returned to Myanmar 
after democracy was re-
stored in the neighbour-
ing country, thousands of 
them are still living in the 
state, they said.

The Chins of Myan-
mar and the Mizos of In-
dia share the same ances-
try and culture.

With the Myanmar 
military taking power, 
there are apprehensions 
in the border areas that 
many Myanmarese from 
the Chin state and oth-
er regions will flee to 
Mizoram.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

A Wall to Block Suicides
The most vexed of social problems 
often have the simplest solutions

This is a story we have shared in the past as well, 
but since the problem is not showing any signs of 

going away, we return to it again. One needs to keep 
hammering away at issues all the time in the hope that 
one of the strikes will actually hit the sweet spot. So 
here goes again. Some decades ago, the residents of 
Kumbharwada, a hamlet of potters in Mumbai’s Dhar-
avi slums, decided to do something about the disturb-
ingly high number of suicides in their locality. It trans-
pired that men, women, young boys and girls and even 
senior citizens would just walk to the nearby railway 
tracks and end their lives there at seemingly the slight-
est provocations. The village did not have any scholars, 
doctors or NGO workers among them, kind of like Sik-
kim in that sense, but when they resolved to do some-
thing, unlike Sikkim which prefers to remain oblivious, 
about the problem, they solved it with a seemingly sim-
ple solution – they constructed a wall blocking access 
to the railway line from their hamlet. 

If people who have since worked in the area are 
to be believed, the wall has been up for 36 years now, 
exactly the number of years since Kumbharwada re-
ported its last suicide. They are no longer notorious for 
suicides and are famous again only for the pottery they 
produce.

At times, a seemingly vexed social challenge gets 
resolved with the simplest of solutions, but that does 
not mean the situation is trivial. The wall at Kumbhar-
wada was the physical manifestation of a community 
resolving to come together and that shared commit-
ment clearly saved the community there. It was obvi-
ously not just the physical wall that saved lives, but the 
reiteration of an engaged society that strengthened the 
will to carry on. 

Given the disturbing frequency with which people 
are taking their own lives in Sikkim, there is an urgent 
need for the people here to come together as well and 
begin working on a Sikkim Wall to block out suicides. 
The State desperately needs to launch a social initia-
tive to curb suicides. People need to begin by accepting 
that suicides are a worry and recognize that since the 
range of victims is so wide, just about everyone is at 
risk. This is not to create panic, but to underline the 
fact that everyone of us needs to stand alert to warning 
signs among people around us. Until better, more in-
formed options are available, let us just resolve to no-
tice things and recognize warning signs and intervene. 

Since nothing else is being attempted, being more 
alert and quicker to respond can be the first bricks in the 
wall Sikkim needs to build to block out suicides. Then 
come the engagement and the collaborations to under-
stand why so many consider life so expendable, may be 
then we could get begin getting somewhere in combating 
the problem which desperately needs fighting.

All the Coronavirus in the World Could Fit Inside 
a Coke Can, With Plenty of Room to Spare

CHRISTIAN YATES
theconversation.com

When I was asked to calculate the 
total volume of SARS-CoV-2 in 

the world for the BBC Radio 4 show 
More or Less, I will admit I had no 
idea what the answer would be. My 
wife suggested it would be the size of 
an Olympic swimming pool. “Either 
that or a teaspoon,” she said. “It’s 
usually one or the other with these 
sorts of questions.”

So how to set about calculating 
an approximation of what the total 
volume really is? Fortunately, I have 
some form with these sorts of large-
scale back-of-the-envelope estima-
tions, having carried out a number 
of them for my book The Maths of 
Life and Death. Before we embark 
on this particular numerical journey, 
though, I should be clear that this is 
an approximation based on the most 
reasonable assumptions, but I will 
happily admit there may be places 
where it can be improved.

So where to start? We’d better 
first calculate how many SARS-CoV-2 
particles there are in the world. To do 
that, we’ll need to know how many 
people are infected. (We’ll assume 
humans rather than animals are the 
most significant reservoir for the vi-
rus.)

According to stats website Our 
World in Data, half a million people 
are testing positive for COVID every 
day. Yet we know that many people 
will not be included in this count 
because they are asymptomatic or 
choose not to get tested – or because 
widespread testing is not readily 
available in their country.

Using statistical and epidemio-
logical modelling, The Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluations has 
estimated that the true number of 
people infected each day is more like 
3 million.

The amount of virus that each 
of the people currently infected will 
carry around with them (their viral 

load) depends on how long ago they 
were infected. On average, viral 
loads are thought to rise and peak 
about six days after infection, af-
ter which they steadily decline.

Of all the people who are in-
fected now, those who got infect-
ed yesterday will contribute a lit-
tle to the total count. Those who 
were infected a couple of days 
ago will contribute a little more. 
Those infected three days ago a 
little more still. On average, peo-
ple infected six days ago will have 
the highest viral load. This contri-
bution will then decline for peo-
ple who were infected seven or 
eight or nine days ago, and so on.

The final thing we need to 
know is the number of virus par-
ticles people harbour at any point 
during their infection. Since we 
know roughly how viral load 
changes over time, it’s enough to 
have an estimate of the peak viral 
load. An unpublished study took 
data on the number of virus par-
ticles per gram of a range of dif-
ferent tissues in infected monkeys 
and scaled up the size of tissue to 
be representative of humans. Their 
rough estimates for peak viral loads 

range from 1 billion to 100 billion vi-
rus particles.

Let’s work with the higher end of 
the estimates so that we get an over-
estimate of the total volume at the 
end. When you add up all the contri-
butions to the viral load of each of the 
3 million people who became infect-
ed on each of the previous days (as-
suming this 3 million rate is roughly 
constant) then we find that there 
are roughly two quintillion (2x10¹⁸ 
or two billion billion) virus parti-
cles in the world at any one time.

This sounds like a really big 
number, and it is. It is roughly the 
same as the number of grains of 
sand on the planet. But when calcu-
lating the total volume, we’ve got to 
remember that SARS-CoV-2 parti-
cles are extremely small. Estimates 
of the diameter range from 80 to 
120 nanometres. One nanometre 
is a billionth of a meter. To put it 
in perspective, the radius of SARS-
CoV-2 is roughly 1,000 times thin-
ner than a human hair. Let’s use the 
average value for the diameter of 
100 nanometres in our subsequent 
calculation.

To work out the volume of a sin-
gle spherical virus particle we need 

to use the formula for the volume of 
a sphere that is, no doubt, on the tip 
of everyone’s tongue: V = 4 π r³/3

Assuming a 50 nanometre radi-
us (at the centre of the estimated 
range) of SARS-CoV-2 for the val-
ue of r, the volume of a single virus 
particle works out to be 523,000 
nanometres³.

Multiplying this very small vol-
ume by the very large number of 
particles we calculated earlier, and 
converting into meaningful units 
gives us a total volume of about 120 
millilitres (ml). If we wanted to put 
all these virus particles together in 
one place, then we’d need to remem-
ber that spheres don’t pack together 
perfectly.

CLOSE SPHERE PACKING
If you think about the pyramid of 

oranges you might see at the grocery 
store, you’ll remember that a signifi-
cant portion of the space it takes up 
is empty. In fact, the best you can do 
to minimise empty space is a config-
uration called “close sphere packing” 
in which empty space takes up about 
26% of the total volume. This in-
creases the total gathered volume of 
SARS-CoV-2 particles to about 160ml 
– easily small enough to fit inside 
about six shot glasses. Even taking 
the upper end of the diameter esti-
mate and accounting for the size of 
the spike proteins all the SARS-CoV-2 
still wouldn’t fill a Coke can.

It turns out that the total vol-
ume of SARS-CoV-2 was between 
my wife’s rough estimates of the 
teaspoon and the swimming pool. 
It’s astonishing to think that all the 
trouble, the disruption, the hardship 
and the loss of life that has resulted 
over the last year could constitute 
just a few mouthfuls of what would 
undoubtedly be the worst beverage 
in history.

[the writer is Senior Lec-
turer in Mathematical Biol-

ogy, University of Bath]

People with depression can sometimes 
experience memory problems – here’s why

CYNTHIA FU
theconversation.com

While we often associate depres-
sion with low mood, tired-

ness and feelings of hopelessness, 
less well known is that some peo-
ple with depression may experi-
ence problems with their memory 
– such as feeling more forgetful 
than usual. Though memory prob-
lems aren’t discussed as widely 
as other symptoms, we know that 
cognitive impairments are com-
mon in depression. In fact, up to 
three in five people with depres-
sion may experience them. It’s 
thought that these memory prob-
lems are related to the changes in 
our brain’s structure and function 
that happen because of depres-
sion.

Memory problems can occur 
when depression first begins, 
and can persist, even when other 
depressive symptoms have im-
proved. Typically, it’s our working 
memory that’s affected. This is the 
short-term memory we use to ac-

tively remember things from mo-
ment to moment – and problems 
with it can make it difficult to 
concentrate or make decisions. In 
fact, many cognitive functions are 
often affected, such as response 
time, attention and planning, de-
cision-making and reasoning. De-
pression also makes it difficult for 
our brain to switch between tasks 
and to inhibit what can be knee-
jerk responses.

The severity of memory prob-
lems can vary from person to 
person. But some research shows 
cognitive impairments tend to 
be smaller in the first episode of 
depression, while worse memo-
ry problems have been seen with 
more severe depressive symp-
toms and repeated episodes of 
low mood. These effects on mem-
ory can even last when there are 
few or no symptoms of depres-
sion.

BRAIN STRUCTURE AND 
FUNCTION

Depression is linked to wide-

spread changes in brain structure 
and function – including in the 
prefrontal cortex, hippocampus, 
and amygdala. These regions are 
all involved in cognition, execu-
tive function (such as planning, 
decision-making, and reasoning), 
and emotion processing.

These regions are interlinked 
via neural circuits, and they send 
and receive messages from each 
other, so problems in one region 
will impact on others. And, the 
neural circuits responsible for 
cognition and emotion processing 
overlap with those that control 
our stress response systems. So 
periods of high stress can also im-
pair cognitive function and wors-
en mood.

The changes in these brain re-
gions seen in depression can have 
a big impact on how well our brain 
works during memory tasks. For 
example, people with depression 
often have a smaller hippocampus, 
and had increased activity extending 
from the prefrontal cortex during a 
working memory task in which they 
were asked to remember specific let-
ters. This meant the brains of people 
with depression brains had to work 
harder during the memory task by 
recruiting the help of additional 
brain regions to perform at the same 
level as participants who didn’t have 
depression.

The circuits that connect cogni-
tion (including memory) and emo-
tion use chemical messengers – such 
as such as serotonin, dopamine, nor-
adrenaline and glutamate – which al-
low neurons in these brain regions to 
communicate with each other. Since 
brain messenger systems are con-
tinually interacting with each other, 
changes within them mean our neu-
rons may be less able to communi-
cate with each other. This may also 
affect how our memory works.

WORKING MEMORY
This isn’t to say there aren’t 

still many things a person strug-
gling with depression can do to 
improve their memory.

For example, exercise is shown 
to benefit working memory, pro-
cessing speed, and attention. It’s 
thought that exercise releases 
brain messengers (including sero-
tonin and dopamine) and increas-
es activation in the brain’s cortex. 
These both increase the growth of 
new neurons and brain plastici-
ty (the brain’s ability to change, 
adapt and grow). All of this is im-
portant for good memory.

Talking therapies also show in-
creased activation in the prefron-
tal cortex, which could be linked 
with improved responsiveness 
and flexibility, both important as-
pects of cognition and mood. Cog-
nitive training programs – such 
as cognitive exercises or games, 
usually done on a computer – can 
even improve working memory 
and attention.

In some cases, antidepres-
sants can help to improve work-
ing memory. The most commonly 
prescribed antidepressants, se-
lective serotonin reuptake inhibi-
tors (SSRI) and serotonergic-nor-
adrenergic reuptake inhibitors 
(SNRI), are also associated with 
improvements in planning, de-
cision-making and reasoning – 
though these findings are mixed, 
and may not work as well for old-
er people. Novel brain stimulation 
treatments, which affect how neu-
rons can send signals, have also 
been associated with improve-
ments to cognitive functions.

Memory problems can be a 
common symptom of depression 
and can have a serious impact 
on our day-to-day lives, includ-
ing how well we perform at work 
and our relationships with other 
people. This is why it’s import-
ant to consider memory problems 
alongside other core symptoms in 
depression – such as low mood – 
to improve treatment and prevent 
recurrence.

[the writer is Professor of 
Affective Neuroscience, Uni-

versity of East London]
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BJP leaders using rath yatra to divide society: Mamata

Raiganj/Malda, Feb 
10 (PTI): West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday 
mocked BJP leaders for 
travelling on raths "as if 
they are gods", and al-
leged saffron partys rath 
yatra is meant to create 
division in the society on 
the basis of religion.

Accusing the saffron 
party of resorting to 
"lies" about Hinduism, 
Banerjee said the desper-
ation to defeat her has 
stemmed from the BJPs 
ambition to wipe out the 
last opposition bastion in 
the country.

Addressing two back-
to-back rallies in the 
minority Muslims dom-
inated Uttar Dinajpur 
and Malda districts, Ba-
nerjee appealed to the 
voters to ensure victory 
of the TMC candidate and 
not waste their votes by 
casting them in favour 
of "stooge of BJP from 
Hyderabad",in a swipe at 
Asaduddin Owaisis AIM-
IM.

After impressive 
showinbg in the neigh-
bouring Bihar, AIMIM 
is preparing to fight as-
sembly elections in Ben-
gal where Muslim voters 
form a sizeable section of 
the electorate.

"Rath yatra is a reli-
gious festival. All of us 
have participated in this 
festival. We know Lord 
Jagannath, Balaram and 
Goddess Subhadra travel 

in those chariots.
"But, the BJP leaders 

are using this rath ya-
tra for their own polit-
ical purposes to divide 
the society and pit one 
against the other. BJP 
leaders are travelling on 
raths as if they are gods," 
she said.

Making a scathing at-
tack at the BJP, she said 
while addressing a rally 
in Raiganj, "its leaders 
are fake Hindus, they are 
maligning the sacred fes-
tival by using it to serve 
their vested interests.

"They are using mon-
ey looted from the public 
to have a gala time. They 
should have shame on 
themselves."

They are commit-
ting "sins" in the name 
of religion, the TMC su-
premo said.

Without naming 
BJP national president 
J P Nadda for his com-
ments that the Bengals 
culture is under threat 
in TMCs regime, the 
feisty TMCs boss, said 
those who have "no 
knowledge about Ben-
gals culture are lectur-
ing others on protect-
ing it".

"They dont know 
where Gurudev Rabin-
dranath Tagore was 
born, they cant prop-
erly spell the names of 
our icons such as Swa-
mi Vivekananda and 
lecturing us on protect-
ing Bengals culture.

"We dont need ser-
mons from outsiders on 
how to protect our her-
itage. They had vandal-
ised the bust of social re-
former Ishwar Chandra 
Vidyasagar and are now 
talking about respecting 
Bengali icons. The BJP 
is a party of hypocrites," 
she said.

Reiterating her 
charge that BJP is bring-
ing outsiders to the state 
for the assembly elec-
tions due in April-May, 
the TMC boss claimed 
that all they do is eat at 
houses of locals for a 
photo opportunity.

"Some outsiders are 
coming in luxury cars 
and indulging in photo 
sessions to show they 
are having food at hous-
es of villagers," she said, 
alleging that the food is 
brought from five-star 
hotels.

The BJP has kicked off 
five-phased rath yatra, 
christened as "Parivar-

tan Yatra" in poll-bound 
Bengal.

Later, while speaking 
at Malda, Banerjee said 
the BJP is living in fools 
paradise by thinking that 
she can be defeated so 
easily.

"You are wrong to 
think that TMC can be 
defeated so easily.

We have peoples sup-
port. They are living in 
foolss paradise.

"The BJP leaders are 
coming from outside and 
are desperate to defeat 
me to wipe out the last 
opposition bastion in the 
country. They know if the 
TMC is defeated no one 
will be left in the coun-
try to oppose them," she 
said.

"Bengal will be ruled 
by those from the state 
and not by people com-
ing from Gujarat and 
Delhi. People from Delhi 
cant control Bengal. We 
will never allow that," 
Banerjee said.

Training her guns at 
the party deserters, she 
said they would be de-
feated in the upcoming 
assembly polls and asked 
the fence-sitters in the 
party to quit it as early as 
possible.

"Those who want to 
leave the party can go 
ahead. The doors are 
open. No one should 
think that they can black-
mail us to get tickets. We 
had given organisational 
responsibilities to few 
people they had looted 
and now switched over 
to the BJP. It is good that 
the rotten elements, who 
were sabotaging us, have 
left," she said.

Unleashing a stinging 
attack on the BJP over 
the party inducting a raft 
of leaders from other po-
litical parties, Banerjee 
said the BJP had turned 
itself into "washing pow-
der" where "the so-called 
tainted leaders come out 
clean after joining the 

saffron camp".
Without naming any-

one, Banerjee took a dig 
at AIMIM and termed 
them as "agents of BJP".

"Some agents of BJP 
have come to Bengal 
and are projecting them-
selves as messiah of poor 
and minorities. I want to 
caution all of you, that 
dont fall into their trap.

They are agents of the 
BJP," she said.

Attacking the CPI(M)-
led Left Front in the state, 
she alleged that there is 
no difference between 
them and the BJP.

"What was Bam (Left) 
is now BJP's Shyam," she 
wryly said.

Taking a dig at the BJP 
for sending a chartered 
plane to fly TMC turn-
coats to Delhi for induc-
tion in the saffron camp, 
Banerjee said the the BJP 
leadership is insensitive 
towards the agony of the 
farmers.

"The farmers of the 
country are crying be-
cause of polices of BJP. 
But the arrogant BJP 
leadership dont care 
about them.

The farmers of our 
state are in a much better 
condition in comparison 
to other states," she said.

Highlighting welfare 
programmes and doles 
to various classes given 
by her government, she 
said the TMC will contin-
ue with these after the 
assembly elections.

Assam to discontinue 
mandatory coronavirus testing
Guwahati, Feb 10 
(PTI): Assam govern-
ment has decided to 
discontinue mandatory 
COVID-19 testing at air-
ports, railway stations 
and land routes from 
March 1, 2021 follow-
ing a decline in new 
positive cases, state 
Minister for Health and 
Family Welfare Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma said on 
Wednesday.

"In view of the rap-
idly declining cases 
of #COVID19 & given 
that vaccination is in 
full swing, GoA has de-
cided to discontinue 
mandatory testing at rly 
stations, land routes & 
airports from March 1, 
2021," he tweeted.

It is, however, expect-
ed that people will ad-
here to "Covid appropri-
ate behaviour", he added.

Asssm has so far vac-
cinated 1,08,512 health 
workers in the state and 

the number of COVID-19 
tests conducted has 
reached 66,03,122, the 
state health department 
said.

The state has been re-
porting a decline in cas-
es since December with 
the total cases reaching 
2,17,256, it said.

The number of deaths 
has also come down con-
siderably with most days 
reporting no or single 
death.

The number of deaths 
due to the contagion in 

the state is 1086 with the 
current death rate being 
0.50 per cent.

A total 1347 
COVID-19 positive pa-
tients have died for other 
reasons.

The number of active 
patients currently in the 
state is 333 while the to-
tal recovered patients is 
2,14,490, it said.

The current recov-
ery rate in the state is 
98.73 per cent and three 
migrated out of the state, 
it added.

Kaziranga records 175 pc 
rise in number of waterfowls

Guwahati, Feb 9 (PTI): 
Altogether 93,491 birds 
of 112 species were re-
corded during the two-
day annual waterfowl 
census in the Kaziranga 
National Park and Tiger 
Reserve in Assam, the 
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests (Wildlife), 
Amit Sahai, said on Tues-
day.

The total number of 
birds has increased from 
34,284 in 2020 to 93,491 
in 2021, implying a rise 
of 175 per cent, Sahai 
said.

This rise in the num-
ber of birds visiting Ka-
ziranga can be attribut-
ed to improved habitat 
management and water 
conservation measures 
carried out by the Ka-
ziranga Tiger Reserve 
authority.

The third annual 
census was conducted 
to record and estimate 
waterfowl and winter 
migratory birds, and to 
monitor and assess the 
health of wetlands, he 
told reporters.

The census was car-
ried out in 52 wetlands 
across the Kaziranga 
Tiger Reserve, and 36 
seasoned birders were 

involved in the exercise 
as enumerators.

The total number 
of 93,491 birds of 112 
species belonging to 22 
families were counted 
during the exercise and 
the highest number of 26 
species were from Anati-
dae family comprising 
ducks and geese.

The top three species 
counted by number are 
Eurasian Coot, Bar-head-
ed Geese and Common 
Teal.

Of the 112 waterfowl 
species found in Kaziran-
ga, 58 are migratory spe-
cies from different parts 
of the world, including 
Europe, Central Asia and 
East Asia.

The maximum in-
crease in the number of 
birds was witnessed in 
Laokhowa-Burhachapori 
Wildlife Sanctuary where 
the number of birds in-
creased from 9,244 to 
71,902.

Meanwhile, in Pobi-
tora Wildlife Sanctuary 
a census of waterbirds 
was also conducted and 
24,000 waterbirds be-
longing to 58 species 
were recorded, which is 
higher than 15,000 re-
corded in 2020.

People of Bengal living in fear, claims governor
Kolkata, Feb 10 (PTI): 
West Bengal Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar on 
Wednesday claimed that 
fear has pervaded the 
minds of the people of 
the state and they are 
even afraid to talk about 
it openly.

Freedom means free-
dom from fear, Dhankhar 
said adding that democ-
racy and rule of law also 
signify freedom from 
fear.

"We are at the mo-
ment not free from 
that fear. People are 
so much in fear that 
they can't even talk 

about it ," he said 
during a programme 
here.

The governor said 
that the state of West 
Bengal,  by its culture 
and ethos, has no 
place for fear in the 
minds of its people.

Assembly elections 
in the Trinamool Con-

gress-ruled West Bengal 
are due in April-May.

Dhankhar, who is at 
loggerheads with the Ma-
mata Banerjee govern-
ment since he took over 
as governor in July 2019, 
has often asked all stake-
holders to ensure peace-
ful, free and fair elections 
in the state.

WB govt transfers IAS officers
Kolkata, Feb 9 (PTI): 
West Bengal govern-
ment on Tuesday ap-
pointed Sunil Kumar 
Gupta as the addition-
al chief secretary of 
the governor replacing 
Satish Kumar Tewary, 
who will be reaching su-
perannuation on Febru-
ary 28, an official said.

In another S A Baba 
was named the chair-
man of the state valua-
tion board while Onkar 
Singh Meena was ap-
pointed the secretary of 
agriculture department, 

the government order 
said.

Joyoshi Dasgupta 
was posted as OSD of the 
administrative training 
institute, while Y Rat-
nakar Rao, the district 
magistrate of Hooghly 
was posted as additional 
secretary of health de-
partment.

Deepa Priya P will re-
place him in Hooghly, the 
order said.

The government can-
celled its earlier order 
aappointing Kaushik Nag 
as DM of Dakshin Dina-

jpur and retained Nikhil 
Nirmal for the post.

Devi Prasad Kara-
nam, currently serving 
as the excise commis-
sioner, commissioner of 
commercial taxes and 
MD of the Biswa Bangla 
Marketing Corporation, 
was named the district 
magistrate of Birbhum, 
it said.

Vijay Bharti was post-
ed as director of tourism 
department with addi-
tonal chargers of the ADB 
projects of PHE depart-
ment, the order said.

No new COVID-19 case in Arunachal, 
over 20,000 inoculated

Itanagar, Feb 10 (PTI): 
No fresh COVID-19 
case was reported in 
Arunachal Pradesh, 
where the tally re-
mained at 16,831, a se-
nior health department 
official said on Wednes-
day.
The state now has only 
four active cases, while 
16,771 people have re-

covered from the disease, 
State Surveillance Officer 
(SSO) Lobsang Jampa 
said.

A total of 56 patients 
have died due to corona-
virus so far.

Altogether, 3,97,631 
samples have been test-
ed for COVID-19, includ-
ing 593 on Tuesday, the 
SSO said.

Meanwhile, State Im-
munisation Officer (SIO) 
Dimong Padung said 
20,280 health workers 
have been administered 
vaccine shots in the state.

The health depart-
ment has been carrying 
out the inoculation drive 
four days a week Mon-
day, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

Assam man gets death for 
rape, murder of 5-year-old

Guwahati, Feb 10 
(PTI): A court in Assam's 
Hojai district on Wednes-
day sentenced a man 
to death for raping and 
murdering a 5-year-old 
girl last year.

Additional District 
and Sessions Judge N 
Senabai convicted Chan-
dan Harijan of raping and 
murdering the minor girl 
under the IPC and Pre-
vention of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act.

The court also 
slapped a fine of Rs 5 
lakh on the convict, 
which would be paid 
to the victims family as 

compensation.
Harijan lured the 

girl who she was play-
ing outside her house to 
a secluded place, raped 
her and strangled her to 
death on February 26, 
2020.

The police submitted 
the chargesheet within 
two months of filing the 
case but the hearing did 
not take place as courts 
were shut due to the 
lockdown.

The hearing in the 
case began in December 
and 20 prosecution wit-
nesses were heard before 
the order was passed on 
Wednesday.

Ten Nepalese nationals held 
for obtaining Aadhaar

Mumbai, Feb 10 (PTI): 
Ten Nepalese nationals 
have been arrested here 
for procuring Aadhaar 
cards fraudulently, the 
police said on Wednes-
day.

Unit-11 of the Mumbai 
police's crime branch on 
February 2 had arrested 
an operator and agent of 
an Aadhaar card facilita-
tion centre in suburban 
Borivali, an official said.

During interrogation, 
the investigators found 
that they had helped for-
eign nationals including 
those from Nepal and 
Bangladesh and also 
some Non Resident Indi-
ans (NRIs) obtain Aad-
haar cards by using bo-
gus documents.

Aadhaar, a 12-digit 
identification number, 
is issued by the Unique 
Identification Authority 
of India on behalf of the 
government to Indian na-
tionals.

The crime branch 
traced and arrested 10 
Nepalese nationals who 
had obtained Aadhaar 
cards from the duo from 
Kahdarpada in suburban 
Dahisar and Borivali on 
Tuesday, the official said.

All of them work in 
hotels or at construction 
sites, he said.

Police seized their 
Aadhaar cards. A court 
sent all ten in police cus-
tody till February 11, the 
official said, adding that 
further probe was on.
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Less posturing, more fun: Hege 
Riise takes England Women reins

LOUISE TAYLOR
London, 10 Feb 
[theGuardian]: Hege 
Riise became England 
interim manager almost 
by accident but her un-
planned interregnum 
could prove precisely 
what a team that had 
lost their way under Phil 
Neville need.

The former midfield-
er was one of the finest 
players of her genera-
tion, winning 188 caps 
for Norway in an era 
when they were an in-
ternational force, but she 
disguises her ego so suc-
cessfully that on Tuesday 
one journalist inquired 
if she actually possessed 
one.

As she addressed 
the English media for 
the first time since suc-
ceeding Neville a polite, 
considered and rather 
understated 51-year-old 
set to remain in post un-
til Sarina Wiegman takes 
long-term charge in Sep-
tember looked a little 
puzzled by that inquiry.

To English ears it 
was a logical question. 
Riise – whose first game 
is at home to Northern 
Ireland on 23 February 
– had originally applied 
to be Neville’s assistant 
when his No 2 Rehanne 
Skinner left for Totten-
ham in November and in-
stead ended up with the 
top job when the former 
Manchester United full-
back defected to David 
Beckham’s Inter Miami.

In truth, someone 
who won so many do-
mestic honours as a club 

manager in Norway – she 
was nominated as coach 
of the year and who 
served as Pia Sundhage’s 
No 2 during the Swede’s 
tenure in charge of the 
United States – seemed 
a bit over-qualified to be 
Neville’s sidekick.

Riise, though, is not 
the type of manager who 
feels a need to dominate 
every room they enter 
and simply coveted the 
challenge of working 
with talent of the cali-
bre of Lucy Bronze and 
“maybe making a great 
player a little bit better”. 
She also thought the job 
would be “fun” after be-
ing tipped off about the 
impending vacancy by 
her friend Dawn Scott, 
the former US fitness 
coach now performing 
the same role with En-
gland.

It represents a re-
freshingly low-key ap-
proach. Not to mention a 
marked contrast to the “I 
have a vision that no one 
else has” and “I’ve got 
a bravery that no other 
coach has probably had” 
posturing of Neville’s 
reign.

That tenure began 
with England third in 
the world and, although 
its early stages encom-
passed some real highs, 
it ended with the Lion-
esses down to sixth in the 
international pecking or-
der and having lost seven 
of their last 11 games.

Riise demurred when 
asked whether the prob-
lem related to a lack of 
quality and, reflecting 

on her time with the US, 
brought up the game’s 
most important C word. 
“I think confidence is 
a big difference with 
the US team,” she said. 
“Knowing the US mental-
ity they are strong, com-
petitive, eager to win and 
their team is connected. 
The confidence and be-
lief they will win is so 
strong. That’s something 
we’re trying to work on 
with this group. We have 
to believe we can dictate 
every game and the team 
has to be connected. We 
want them to enjoy step-
ping on to the field for 
England and not to be 
anxious.”

Evidently a subscrib-
er to the Leeds United 
“side before self every 
time” mantra, Riise is 
conscious she is serving 
as a pioneer for the next 
generation of female 
coaches. “My thought 
when I got this job was 
that this was something I 
need to do to help other 

female coaches be able to 
move around the world 
and do the job they love.”

She would become an 
even greater role model 
if the Football Associa-
tion placed her in charge 
of the GB squad compet-
ing at this summer’s To-
kyo Olympics. Riise has 
been told she will travel 
as either manager or as-
sistant and, character-
istically, she is unfazed 
by the uncertainty. “I’m 
comfortable,” she said. 
“We’ll have a good con-
versation and settle it 
after the February camp.”

For the moment a 
coach hampered by the 
need to work within 
Covid-19 restrictions 
is talking virtually to 
members of the En-
gland team’s leadership 
group, including the 
captain, Steph Hough-
ton, Bronze and Jordan 
Nobbs, while presiding 
over a changing of the 
national guard.

Although Jill Scott is 

set to win her 150th cap 
against Northern Ire-
land several stalwarts 
of England’s runs to the 
semi-finals of three ma-
jor tournaments under 
Mark Sampson and Nev-
ille have failed to make 
the cut.

Indeed it is hard to 
envisage Jodie Taylor, 
Carly Telford, Karen 
Bardsley and Toni Dug-
gan returning to the in-
ternational fold as Riise 
begins introducing some 
of the brightest emerg-
ing young talents in the 
Women’s Super League, 
with the uncapped 
Ella Toone, Lotte Wub-
ben-Moy, Hannah Hamp-
ton and Sandy MacIver 
named for this month’s 
camp.

“I believe the talent 
in this squad is amazing,” 
said Riise, after revealing 
that Beth Mead had been 
dropped because “the 
player report wasn’t that 
great”.

Although the Norwe-
gian’s English is fluent 
that flash of rather brutal 
candour may have been 
amplified in translation 
– but it could equally 
have been a deliberate 
message to the Arsenal 
forward.

“I’ve watched a lot of 
England matches – and 
a lot in the WSL,” said a 
coach who does not seem 
the type to neglect her 
homework.

After Neville’s “broad 
brushstroke” managerial 
style, Riise’s “devil in the 
detail” approach promis-
es to serve England well.

Novak Djokovic battles past Frances 
Tiafoe in 30C Australian Open marathon

Melbourne, 10 Feb [PA 
MEDIA]: Novak Djokov-
ic came through his first 
major test at the Aus-
tralian Open in four sets 
against Frances Tiafoe 
to reach the third round. 
The world No 1, seeking 
an unprecedented ninth 
Melbourne title, had 
dropped only six games 
as he flattened Jeremy 
Chardy in round one, 
but the American proved 
a tougher proposition, 
taking a second-set tie-
break and going toe-to-
toe with Djokovic in the 
third, before the Serb 
battled through 6-3, 6-7 
(3), 7-6 (2), 6-3.

Djokovic had two 
points for a 4-0 lead in 
the third set but, seem-
ingly struggling with the 
30C heat, he allowed Ti-
afoe to draw level. Tiafoe 
saved two set points at 
4-5, but with the 23-year-
old from Maryland now 
also wilting, Djokovic 
pulled out a near-perfect 
tie-break.

Some lung-busting 
rallies in the fourth set 
left both players exhaust-
ed and it was Tiafoe who 
lost his way down the 
finishing straight. A time 

violation ultimately cost 
him his serve to trail 4-3 
and a double-fault on 
match point gave Djokov-
ic victory in three-and-a-
half hours.

“It was a very tough 
match, it was very warm 
with the sun on the court 
and a lot of long ral-
lies,” Djokovic, who fired 
down 26 aces, said on 
court afterwards. “I want 
to give Frances a hand for 
a great match. If I had to 
choose I wouldn’t like to 
have these matches ear-
ly in the week, but the 
matches are only going 
to get tougher. I know 
how to handle these cir-
cumstances, but I was 
lucky to get through the 
third set, it was anyone’s 
game. It was high-quality 
tennis.”

The former champion 
Stan Wawrinka missed 
three match points in a 
dramatic five-set loss to 
Hungary’s Marton Fucso-
vics. The 2014 winner, 
seeded 17, was two sets 
down but fought back to 
level and then broke back 
when Fucsovics served 
for the match in the de-
cider. He looked set to 
complete the comeback 

when he led 9-6 in the 
first-to-10 points decid-
ing tie-break, only for 
Fucsovics to reel off 
five in a row to prevail 
7-5, 6-1, 4-6, 2-6, 7-6 
(9).

The US Open cham-
pion, Dominic Thiem, 
brushed aside Germa-
ny’s Dominik Koep-
fer 6-4, 6-0, 6-2 and 
the eighth seed, Diego 
Schwartzman, dropped 
only five games in 
beating lucky loser Al-
exandre Müller. Denis 
Shapovalov, the 11th 
seed, beat Australia’s 
Bernard Tomic 6-1, 6-3, 
6-2 to set up an enticing 
clash with fellow Canadi-

an Félix Auger-Aliassime.
Tomic was tipped to 

become a major grand 
slam contender in his 
junior years after he set 
Australia alight after 
making the 2011 Wim-
bledon quarter-finals 
at the age of 18. The 
28-year-old has nev-
er scaled such heights 
again and his world 
ranking peaked at 17 
five years ago. Clashes 
with tennis officialdom, 
an infamous reality TV 
appearance, and boasts 
about making a fortune 
from tennis without 
even trying hard have 
marked his steady de-
cline to a current rank-

ing of 233. The 11th 
seed Shopalov was way 
too good for the Austra-
lian, thrashing him 6-1, 
6-3, 6-2 in less than two 
hours.

“What is he, 10 or 11 
in the world? The guy 
just played too good. It’s 
just confidence,” Tomic 
said. “When you’re there, 
focused, at the top, I re-
member myself playing 
being in the top 30, top 
20. You come into match-
es, you’re confident over 
opponents. That’s what 
he had from the start. 
From the first ball, from 
the first game, from 
the first 15 minutes, he 
didn’t miss a ball.”

Root will probably break all batting records of England: Hussain
London, Feb 10 (PTI): 
Former England captain 
Nasser Hussain feels in-
cumbent Joe Root is "argu-
ably" the country's best 
ever player of spin and can 
break all the Test batting 
records accumulated by 
the nation's batsmen.

Root struck 218 in 
England's first innings 
on a spin-friendly pitch 
to lead his side to a 227-
run win over India in the 

first Test in Chennai on 
Tuesday.

"Root sure is one 
of England's greats. He 
will probably end up 
breaking all records, he 
will probably go past 
Sir Alastair Cook's 161 
Test matches and proba-
bly tally of runs as well," 
Hussain wrote in his col-
umn for 'Sky Sports'.

"He is in great nick, 
only 30 years old, and 

if you did a list of all-time 
England batting greats - the 
ones I have seen anyway 
- you'd have to have Root 
with Cook, Graham Gooch 
and Kevin Pietersen.

"I would say he is 
arguably England's 
best-ever player of spin, 
the way he sweeps spin 
away is outstanding to 
watch."

The 52-year-old Hus-
sain said the massive 

win against India in their 
own den was a "perfect 
performance" and will go 
down as one of the great 
England Test wins.

"People were writ-
ing England off, saying 
this series could be 4-0 
to India. No one really 
gave this side much of a 
chance. India had won in 
Australia, Virat Kohli was 
back and India is a very 
difficult place to go and 

win in Test match cricket.
"So, this win for En-

gland has to be right up 
there, especially away 
from home. They put in 
the perfect performance. 
From ball one to the final 
delivery, it was outstand-
ing."

Hussain felt that En-
gland have improved a 
lot on the road having 
won six away matches on 
the trot.

European roundup: Real Madrid close 
gap on Atlético with win over Getafe

Madrid, 10 Feb [Reu-
ters]: Real Madrid over-
came an injury crisis to 
beat Getafe 2-0 at home 
on Tuesday and close the 
gap to La Liga leaders, 
Atlético Madrid, to five 
points.

Karim Benzema 
headed the champions in 
front on the hour mark 
and the France left-back 
Ferland Mendy doubled 
their lead six minutes lat-
er, starting the move with 
a bursting run through 
midfield before sliding 
in to knock home a cross 
from Marcelo.

The victory took 
them into second place, 
five points below Atléti-
co, who drew 2-2 with 
Celta Vigo on Monday to 
end an eight-game win-
ning streak but have two 
games in hand.

Real were missing 
nine first-team players 
through injury or sus-
pension, which led Zine-
dine Zidane to field an 
unorthodox 3-4-3 for-
mation, while handing 
the 20-year-old midfield-
er Marvin Park his first 
start for the club and 
giving defender Victor 
Chust his league debut 
from the bench.

“We didn’t prepare 
very much, but a little be-
fore the game we spoke 
about it and how to orga-
nise ourselves. The play-
ers interpreted it very 
well,” Zidane said of his 
side’s formation. “Con-
sidering we we’re play-
ing a shape we weren’t 
used to, we put in a good 
performance and did a 
good job.”

In Italy, Juventus 
booked a place in the 
Coppa Italia final after 
holding visitors Inter-
nazionale to a 0-0 draw 

in their semi-final, sec-
ond leg on Tuesday, seal-
ing a date with either 
Napoli or Atalanta with a 
2-1 success on aggregate.

“We deserved it hav-
ing taken on a great 
team like Inter,” said the 
Juventus coach, Andrea 
Pirlo. “In such import-
ant matches our team 
is unlikely to make mis-
takes, they all played a 
great match. We changed 
something on a tactical 
level and they did well, 
we had the clearest op-
portunities.”

Romelu Lukaku and 
Lautaro Martínez had 
chances to get Inter back 
in the tie in the first half, 
while Cristiano Ronaldo 
came closest to adding to 
Juve’s aggregate advan-
tage in the opening peri-
od, having scored both of 
their goals in the first leg.

After the break, Ron-
aldo turned on the style 
and was only denied a 
goal by two fine saves 
from Samir Handanovic.

Inter threw every-
thing at Juve late on but 
the veteran keeper Gi-
anluigi Buffon and his 
defence stood firm to se-
cure a spot in the show-
piece match against the 
winners of Wednesday’s 
semi, with Atalanta host-
ing Napoli after a 0-0 
draw in the first leg.

“Inter showed we 
have narrowed the gap 
to Juventus,” said the In-
ter coach, Antonio Conte. 
“The ambition must be 
high, then the reality is 
something else and real-
ity says that we are out. 
We have been knocked 
out of the cup against the 
team that has been win-
ning [Serie A titles] for 
nine years and I think we 
deserved more.”

French soccer 
league asks gov't for 
financial rescue plan

Paris, Feb 10 (AP): The 
French soccer league will 
ask the government to 
set up a financial rescue 
plan amid huge reve-
nue losses caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and the collapse of its 
television deal.

The LFP, following a 
meeting of its board on 
Tuesday, called for an 
urgent meeting with gov-
ernment agencies, say-
ing in a statement that 
"to date, losses already 
amount to more than 1 
billion euros."

The urgent appeal 
comes despite the league 
securing a new deal with 
broadcaster Canal Plus to 
show matches in the top 
two divisions for the 
rest of the season. The 
agreement with Canal 
Plus was signed after 
the deal with Span-
ish-based broadcaster 
Mediapro collapsed.

Overall revenue is 
759 million euros ( 920 
million) instead of the 
1.3 billion euros ( 1.58 
billion) originally bud-
geted by the clubs for 
the 2020-21 financial 
year, the league said.

The league said 
these losses in TV in-
come, combined with 
the impact of matches 
played without fans 
due to the pandemic, 
will further damage 
the clubs' financial 
health. The losses are 
more than 1.2 billion, 
it said.

The 100 million euros 
( 121 million) for profes-
sional clubs already ad-
opted by the French gov-

ernment is not enough 
to help them survive the 
crisis, the league said.

It asked for a meeting 
with officials from the 
ministries of sports and 
finances.

The league said it is 
not asking the govern-
ment to compensate for 
the drop in TV revenue.

"The clubs have al-
ready made great efforts 
to adapt to this major 
drop in income, both 
through wage negotia-
tions with players and 
reforms that the (league) 
is preparing to guaran-
tee its future," the league 
said.

"However, it is es-
sential for the state to 
participate in helping 
professional clubs and 
their shareholders to 
overcome the emergen-
cies that the COVID-19 
crisis has created."

Under the deal with 
Canal Plus, the broad-
caster has exclusive 
rights for all first-divi-
sion games and eight 
matches from the sec-
ond division from the 
25th round of matches 
starting this weekend. 
No financial details 
were given, but French 
reports said

Canal Plus paid 200 
million euros ( 242 mil-
lion) for the rest of the 
season.

The deal with Medi-
apro should have been 
worth more than 4 bil-
lion euros ( 4.8 billion) 
over four years for the 
top two leagues but col-
lapsed after just four 
months.

Old, new, 
borrowed and 
Blue: how 
Swansea are 
thriving again
BEN FISHER
London, 10 Feb 
[theGuardian]: In a 
pocket of south Wales, 
there is a patch home to 
some of England’s bur-
geoning talent. Since 
taking charge at Swan-
sea, Steve Cooper has 
borrowed or signed five 
players who were part 
of his victorious team at 
the Under-17 World Cup 
in 2017, but perhaps the 
most precocious talent 
from that group will line 
up for the opposition 
when Manchester City 
visit in the FA Cup fifth 
round. Phil Foden never 
came close to becoming 
the sixth. “If we did ask 
the question, I think we 
would’ve got a swift re-
ply,” Cooper says, smiling.

Foden, Cooper says, 
spent that tournament 
with a ball close to his 
feet everywhere from the 
training pitches to the 
hotel corridor. He scored 
twice in the final and 
flew home from Kolk-
ata with the Golden Ball. 
Conor Gallagher, Morgan 
Gibbs-White and Rhian 
Brewster are playing in 
the Premier League after 
reuniting with Cooper on 
loan at Swansea; Marc 
Guehi has returned on 
loan from Chelsea for a 
second season; and Joel 
Latibeaudiere, who cap-
tained England to victory 
over Spain in the final, 
has signed from Man-
chester City.

Then there is the 
goalkeeper Freddie 
Woodman, godson of Ga-
reth Southgate, who has 
returned for a second 
spell from Newcastle, 
and the forward Morgan 
Whittaker, who worked 
with Cooper’s assistant 
Mike Marsh across En-
gland’s age groups and 
signed from Derby last 
month.

City are renowned for 
their slick artistry, with 
Foden enjoying the role 
of Pep Guardiola’s cre-
ator-in-chief, and Swan-
sea, too, pour forward 
with purpose, particu-
larly via the boundless 
energy of the wing-back 
Connor Roberts, but 
Wednesday’s meet-
ing will also mean the 
league’s meanest defenc-
es will collide.

City, who have won 
their past 14 matches, 
are top of the Premier 
League and Swansea’s 
push for promotion 
from the Championship 
is built on solid founda-
tions, with Woodman 
keeping a league-high 15 
clean sheets. Guehi has 
been outstanding and 
the England Under-21s 
manager, Aidy Boo-
throyd, presumably left 
impressed after taking in 
Friday’s win over leaders 
Norwich, another clinical 
and remorseless perfor-
mance.

Swansea’s academy 
has supplied a stream of 
Welsh talent, including 
Ben Davies to Joe Allen, 
and, more recently, Dan-
iel James and Joe Rodon, 
who left his boyhood 
club for Tottenham on 
deadline day in October. 
Spurs paid £11m for the 
defender, a sum many 
Swansea supporters 
consider daylight rob-
bery, but the signing of 
Ryan Bennett on a free 
has eroded any concerns 
over the defensive hole 
they feared his departure 
would leave.
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2 more bodies found six weeks 
after Norway landslide

COPENHAGEN, Den-
mark (AP): Six weeks af-
ter one of the worst land-
slides in modern Nor-
way’s history, search 
teams have found two 
more bodies in the rub-
ble, authorities said.
In total, nine bodies 
have been found so far 
and one other person 
is believed to have died 
in the landslide, which 
swept away homes in a 
residential area in the 
village of Ask on Dec. 
30.

Last month, author-
ities said there was no 
hope of finding survi-
vors and stopped the 
search in below-freez-
ing temperatures. He-
licopters and drones 
with heat-detecting 
cameras had flown over 
the ravaged hillside in 
Ask, which has a popu-

lation of around 5,000 
residents and is part of 
the Gjerdrum munici-
pality.

The landslide de-
stroyed at least nine 
buildings with more 
than 30 apartments in 
the village, located 25 

kilometers (16 miles) 
northeast of Oslo.

After the two lat-
est bodies were found, 
police spokeswoman 
Mari Stoltenberg said 
late Tuesday there 
was now an increased 
hope of finding the 

last missing person.
Stoltenberg said the 

victims, which haven’t 
been identified yet, were 
found under two meters 
(more than six feet) of 
quick clay, which can rap-
idly change from solid to 
liquid form when it is dis-

turbed. The exact cause 
of the landslide isn’t yet 
known. However, com-
bined with excessive pre-
cipitation and damp win-
ter weather, the quick 
clay may have contribut-
ed to the landslide.

In 2005, Norwegian 
authorities warned peo-
ple not to construct res-
idential buildings in the 
Ask area, saying it was “a 
high-risk zone” for land-
slides, but houses were 
built there later in the 
decade.

A landslide in central 
Norway in 1893 killed 
116 people. It was re-
portedly up to 40 times 
bigger than the one in 
Ask, where somewhere 
between 1.4 million and 
2 million cubic meters 
(49.4 million to 70.6 mil-
lion cubic feet) of land 
tumbled down.

French government seeks to set age for sexual consent at 15
PARIS (AP): France’s 
government wants to set 
the age of sexual consent 
at 15 and make it easier 
to punish long-ago child 
sexual abuse, amid grow-
ing public pressure and 
a wave of online testi-
monies about rape and 
other sexual violence by 
parents and authority 
figures.
Calling such treatment 
of children “intolerable,” 
the justice ministry said 
in a statement that “the 
government is deter-
mined to act quickly to 
implement the changes 
that our society expects.”

“An act of sexual pen-
etration by an adult on 
a minor under 15 will 
be considered a rape,” 
Justice Minister Eric Du-
pond-Moretti said Tues-
day on France-2 televi-
sion. Consent would no 
longer be able to be cited 
to diminish the charges, 
but exceptions would be 
made for teenagers hav-

ing consensual sex, he 
said.

The change would 
still need to be enshrined 
in law, but the announce-
ment is a major step after 
years of efforts to tough-
en French protection for 
children victims of rape 
and sexual violence.

A push to set 
France’s first age of 
consent three years ago 
in the wake of the glob-
al #MeToo movement 
failed amid legal com-
plications. But the effort 
has gained new momen-
tum since accusations 
emerged last month of 
incestuous sexual abuse 
involving a prominent 
French political expert, 
Olivier Duhamel. That 
unleashed an online 
#MeTooInceste move-
ment in France that led 
to hundreds of similar 
testimonies.

The Justice Ministry 
says it is in discussions 
with victims’ groups 

about toughening pun-
ishment of incest and ex-
tending or abolishing the 
statute of limitations on 
child sexual abuse, which 
has prevented prosecu-
tion in several high-pro-
file cases in France in re-
cent years.

It also says it wants 
“to ensure that victims 
of the same perpetrator 
do not receive different 
legal treatment,” which 
could broaden the scope 
to prosecute people ac-

cused of abuse of multi-
ple people over decades.

In the Duhamel case, 
the Paris prosecutor 
opened an investigation 
into alleged “rapes and 
sexual abuses by a per-
son exercising authority” 
over a child following 
public accusations made 
in a book by his step-
daughter that he abused 
her twin brother in the 
1980s, when the siblings 
were 13-years-old.

Duhamel said he was 

“the target of person-
al attacks” and stepped 
down from his many 
professional positions, 
including as a respect-
ed TV commentator 
and head of National 
Foundation of Politi-
cal Sciences. The foun-
dation manages the 
prestigious Sciences 
Po university in Paris, 
whose director Frederic 
Mion resigned this week 
amid the fallout from the 
accusations.

Myanmar protesters back on 
streets despite police violence

YANGON, Myanmar 
(AP): Crowds demon-
strating against the mil-
itary takeover in Myan-
mar again defied a ban 
on protests Wednesday, 
even after security forces 
ratcheted up the use of 
force against them and 
raided the headquarters 
of the political party of 
ousted leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi.

Fresh protests were 
reported in Yangon and 
Mandalay, the country’s 
two biggest cities, as well 
as the capital Naypyitaw 
and elsewhere.

The protesters are 
demanding that power 
be restored to Suu Kyi’s 
deposed civilian govern-
ment. They’re also seek-
ing freedom for her and 
other governing party 
members since the mili-
tary detained them after 
blocking the new session 
of Parliament on Feb. 1.

The military says it 
acted because Novem-
ber’s election, which Suu 
Kyi’s National League 
for Democracy won in a 
landslide, were marred 
by irregularities. The 
election commission had 
refuted the allegation.

The growing protests 
and the junta’s latest 
raid suggest there is lit-
tle room for reconcil-
iation. The military, 
which held power di-
rectly for five decades 
after a 1962 coup, 
used deadly force to 
quash a massive 1988 
uprising and a 2007 
revolt led by Buddhist 
monks.

In Naypyitaw and 
Mandalay on Tuesday, 
police sprayed wa-
ter cannons and fired 
warning shots to try 
to clear away pro-
testers. In Naypyitaw, 
they shot rubber bul-
lets and apparently 

live rounds, wounding 
a woman protester, ac-
cording to witnesses and 
footage on social media. 
The reports could not 
be independently con-
firmed.

Human Rights Watch 
cited a doctor at a Nay-
pyitaw hospital as say-
ing the woman was in 
critical condition. The 
doctor said the woman 
had a projectile lodged in 
her head, believed to be a 
bullet that had penetrat-
ed the back of the right 
ear, and had lost signifi-
cant brain function. The 
doctor said a man had 
been also been treat-
ed with an upper body 
wound consistent with 
that of live ammunition.

“Myanmar police 
should immediately end 
the use of excessive and 
lethal force” against the 
protesters, said the state-
ment from the New York-
based watchdog.

Video from Mandalay 
on Tuesday showed riot 
police firing into the air 
and flailing away with ba-
tons at nonviolent dem-
onstrators. State televi-
sion network MRTV, in 
one of its few reports on 
the protests, broadcast 
scenes it claimed showed 
the protesters carrying 
out the violence.

Protesters have been 
marching in defiance 
of orders Monday night 
banning rallies and gath-
erings of more than five 
people, as well as motor-
ized processions, while 
also imposing an 8 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. curfew.

The orders are is-
sued locally so the ex-
tent of the areas cov-
ered is hard to gauge, 
but according to the 
Myanmar Times news-
paper, they cover 90 
townships in 30 cities, 
including all of Yangon 

and other areas.
The military on Tues-

day night has raided the 
national headquarters of 
Suu Kyi’s party, which be-
fore the military seized 
power had been slated to 
take power for a second 
five-year term.

Kyi Toe, a spokesman 
for the party, wrote on 
Facebook that the army 
broke into the head-
quarters in Yangon and 
another office and took 
away documents and 
computer hardware. The 
headquarters was shut-
tered Wednesday.

The United States 
“strongly” condemned 
the violence against 
demonstrators. State 
Department spokesman 
Ned Price said Tuesday 
that Washington would 
review assistance to 
Myanmar so that those 
responsible for the coup 
face “significant conse-
quences.”

“We repeat our calls 
for the military to re-
linquish power, restore 
democratically elected 
government, release 
those detained, and lift 
all telecommunication 
restrictions, and to re-
frain from violence,” 
Price said.

New Zealand sus-
pended all military and 
high-level political con-
tact with Myanmar, For-
eign Minister Nanaia 
Mahuta announced in 
Wellington, adding that 
any New Zealand aid 
should not go to or ben-
efit Myanmar’s military 
government.

The U.N. Human 
Rights Council, the 
47-member-state body 
based in Geneva, is to 
hold a special session 
on Friday to consider 
“the human rights im-
plications of the crisis in 
Myanmar.”

South Africa scraps AstraZeneca vaccine, will give J&J jabs
JOHANNESBURG (AP): 
South Africa will give 
the unapproved Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine to its 
front-line health workers 
beginning next week as 
a study to see what pro-
tection it provides from 
COVID-19, particularly 
against the variant dom-
inant there, the health 
minister said Wednes-
day.

Zweli Mkhize 
said South Africa has 
scrapped plans to use the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine because it “does not 
prevent mild to moderate 
disease” of the variant.

The one-shot J&J vac-
cine is still being tested 
internationally and has 
not been approved in any 
country.

But Mkhize, in a na-
tionally broadcast ad-
dress, declared that the 
vaccine is safe, relying 
on tests of 44,000 people 
done in South Africa, the 
United States and Latin 
America.

The J&J vaccine will 
be used to launch the 
first phase of South Afri-
ca’s campaign in which 
the country’s 1.25 mil-
lion health workers will 
be inoculated, he said, 
adding that the workers 
will be closely moni-
tored.

“The Johnson & John-
son vaccine has been 
proven effective against 
the 501Y.V2 variant and 
the necessary approv-
al processes for use in 
South Africa are under-

way,” he said. The J&J vac-
cine has been in clinical 
tests in South Africa and 
is in production here, un-
der contract from J&J.

Those shots will be 
followed by a campaign 
to vaccinate an estimat-
ed 40 million people in 
South Africa by the end 
of the year. The country 
will also be using the Pfiz-
er vaccine and others, pos-
sibly including the Rus-
sian Sputnik V, Chinese 
Sinopharm and Moderna 
vaccines, Mkhize said.

South Africa had pur-
chased 1.5 million doses 
of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine, produced by the 
Serum Institute of India, 
and the first million dos-
es arrived this month. 
The first AstraZeneca 

shots had been meant for 
front-line health work-
ers.

The locally dominant 
variant is more conta-
gious and drove a resur-
gence of COVID-19 that 
caused nearly twice the 
cases, hospitalizations 
and deaths experienced 
in the initial surge of the 
disease in South Africa.

South Africa and 
many other African 
and poor countries had 
looked to the AstraZene-
ca vaccine as it is cheap-
er and does not require 
storage in ultra-cold 
freezers. It is also being 
produced in large quanti-
ties in India for shipment 
elsewhere.

An added complica-
tion for South Africa is 

that its AstraZeneca dos-
es arrived with an April 
30 expiration date. South 
Africa is looking to swap 
them, Mkhize said.

South Africa by far 
has the largest number of 
COVID-19 cases on the Af-
rican continent with near-
ly 1.5 million confirmed, 
including almost 47,000 
deaths. That represents 
41% of the total for all 54 
nations in Africa.

After a resurgence 
that spiked in early Jan-
uary, cases and deaths 
are now declining, but 
medical experts are al-
ready warning that South 
Africa should prepare for 
another upsurge in May 
or June, the start of the 
Southern Hemisphere’s 
winter.

Turkey unveils space program including 2023 moon mission
Ankara, Feb 10 (AP): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan unveiled 
an ambitious 10-year 
space programme for 
his country Tuesday that 
includes missions to the 
moon, sending Turkish 
astronauts into space 
and developing interna-
tionally viable satellite 
systems.

Erdogan announced 
the programme, seen as 
part of his vision for plac-
ing Turkey in expanded 
regional and global role, 
during a live televised 
event laced with special 

effects.
He said Turkey 

planned to establish a 
first contact with the 
moon in 2023, when the 
country marks the cen-
tennial of the founding 
of the Turkish repub-
lic. The first stage of 
the mission would be 
through international 
cooperation, while the 
second stage would uti-
lize Turkish rockets, Er-
dogan said.

Our primary and 
most important goal for 
our national space pro-
gram is the contact of 

the Republic, in its 100th 
year, with the moon, the 
Turkish leader said. God 
willing, we are going to 
the moon.

Erdogan also de-
clared Turkey's aim to 
send Turkish citizens 
into space with inter-
national cooperation, 
to work with other 
countries on building 
a spaceport and to 
create a global brand 
in satellite technolo-
gy.

I hope that this 
roadmap, which will 
carry Turkey to the 

top league in the glob-
al space race, will come 
to life successfully, he said.

Turkey established 
the Turkish Space Agen-
cy, or TUA, in 2018, with 
the aim of joining the 
handful of other coun-
tries with space pro-
grammes.

Critics have ques-
tioned the government's 
decision to spend vast 
sums of money on that 
goal at a time when the 
country's economy is 
suffering. But support-
ers say a space program 
will provide jobs for re-

searchers and is likely to 
reduce the brain drain of 
emigrating scientists.

Erdogan did not pro-
vide details on how Tur-
key plans to achieve its 
goals. Last month, he and 
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk 
spoke by telephone and 
discussed cooperation 
on space technologies 
with Turkish companies.

Meanwhile, a metal 
monolith that mysteri-
ously appeared and dis-
appeared on a field in 
southeast Turkey turned 
out to be a publicity gim-
mick before the event.
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POWER HOUR! Tennis player, Serena Williams wore a one-
legged catsuit for her first round Women's singles match, which she won, 
during the Australian Open at Melbourne Park in Australia.
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EtCETERA

ARIES:
Eyes on the prize, Aries. That's right! Eyes 
on the prize. You may feel like you've only 
completed a fraction of the journey, but 
that is far from the truth. You are where you 
need to be and you are progressing at the 
right pace. So instead of second guessing 
yourself, keep moving forward and on-
wards. There is so much you are yet to dis-
cover about yourself *and* your true calling 
on this journey.
TAURUS:
For Taureans in love, this may be a chal-
lenging time. Some of you could be think-
ing about setting off on a journey of your 
own or may be with somebody who is plan-
ning to. It's natural to feel all kinds insecure 
about the distance. Stay in your centre 
anyway, and trust the foundation you have 
built together. Who knows? Your time apart 
could make your heart grow fonder.
GEMINI:
The week ahead promises to be full of ideas 
and ‘aha’ moments. You want to keep that 
journal handy, Gemini, for when inspiration 
strikes unexpectedly. As such, communica-
tion of all kinds is also taking centre stage. 
Given that authenticity is having a big mo-
ment, you may feel inspired to tell your sto-

ry like it is. The cards are also bringing the 
law of cause and effect to your attention. 
Actively work towards giving your ideas a 
tangible form. It is the steps you take now 
that will determine the assistance you will 
receive from the mysterious forces above.
CANCER:
There was a time you glorified the bohe-
mian life. There was a time when you be-
lieved there was nothing greater than be-
ing creatively satisfied. You still believe all 
of those things and more. However, your 
experiences have taught you the value of 
your work. Today, you're redirecting your 
gaze towards the long term vision and tak-
ing the steps you need to in order to get 
there. If that means making certain practi-
cal decisions, so be it.
LEO:
When it comes to your finances, you're be-
ing asked to make practical decisions. Yes, 
that means saying no to frivolous expenses 
despite how tempted you may be to say yes 
at the moment. Think about how exercising 
self-control at this point will help the future 
you. This is a good way to keep yourself 
from doing something you might potentially 
regret. Some of you may be unhappy with 
the remuneration you are receiving at the 

moment. Remember, nobody is going to 
take a step that benefits you unless you 
stand up for yourself.
VIRGO:
Pause and breathe, Virgo. Pause and 
breathe. As you do, let go of your need 
to push against the flow and acknowl-
edge what your body is tell ing you. Giv-
ing yourself the permission to refuel is 
the only way you wil l be able to fulf i l l 
the sacred mission you have taken on. 
Some of you could be dealing with im-
mense pain on the emotional level as 
well. Allow that which is unprocessed to 
resurface. Trust that you have the wis-
dom required to heal and make peace 
with your past.
LIBRA :
Admit it, Libra! You've always been 
a rebel at heart. But it looks l ike your 
black sheep syndrome could get you 
and those around you in trouble at this 
point. So go against your natural instinct 
and do things by the book unti l things 
settle down. On the upside, some of you 
may be drawn towards a philosophy you 
haven't quite explored before. Be patient 
with the subject at hand. Make a conscious 
effort to understand the tenets. Trust us, 

you will open your mind in the process.
SCORPIO:
You’ve been working hard to put your coins 
in the bank, but your account may or may 
not bear testimony to this. Where do you 
think this discrepancy is stemming from? 
Today, the cards are urging you to assess 
your spending habits carefully. Exercising 
a certain amount of restraint will help you 
get your finances in order. Besides, it's 
always a good idea to be prepared for un-
expected expenses, should they arise in 
the future.
SAGITTARIUS:
Like the Scorpios, you're being guided to 
be mindful about your finances at the mo-
ment. It's a good idea to set a big goal or 
redirect your gaze towards the long term 
vision. This will prevent frivolous expendi-
ture. Be careful when it comes to lending 
money as well. The person in question may 
be coming from a good place. However, 
there is no guarantee they will be able to 
pay back what they're asking for.
CAPRICORN:
Everything looked picture-perfect when 
you started out (well, almost!). However, 
you feel your journey has turned into some-
what of an obstacle course. It will be easy 

for you to give everything up at this point, 
which would be a shame given you're *this* 
close to the finish line. So, pick up the piec-
es, Capricorn. Challenge yourself to focus 
on what lies ahead. Before you know it, this 
stage will have passed and everything will 
fall into place again.
AQUARIUS:
What happens to the untold stories, Aquari-
us? What happens to the pain and the trau-
ma that doesn't get a chance to express it-
self? Beware of suppressing your emotions 
lest they turn poisonous. What you want to 
do instead is talk things out with the person 
concerned in a manner that is gentle. If that 
is not an option available to you, consider 
approaching a trusted healer or therapist.
PISCES:
Pisces, you could be dealing with some-
body who has a chip on their shoulder. 
Resist the urge to bring your ego into the 
equation. Your aggression will only be met 
with aggression. Your need to reason ev-
erything out will only make matters worse. 
What you want to do instead is throw them 
off by choosing the path of least resistance. 
Your ability to operate from a space of love 
and kindness could change this equation 
for the better.

the BIG
PIC

'Jallikattu' fails to make the cut at Oscars
New Delhi, Feb 10 (PTI): Filmmaker Lijo Jose Pellissery's 
"Jallikattu", India's official entry in the Best International Fea-
ture category at the 93rd Academy Awards, is out of the Os-
cars race.
The Malayalam-language movie is not part of the shortlist of 
15 features that will be vying for a spot in the final five, the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Thomas Vinterberg's "Another Round", starring Mads Mik-
kelson, has made it to shortlist that also include Andrei Kon-
chalovsky's "Dear Comrades!" (Russia), Agnieszka Holland's 
"Charlatan" (Czech Republic) and two documentaries -- "The 
Mole Agent" from Chile and "Collective" from Romania.

The other contenders are "Quo Vadis, Aida?" (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina), "Two of Us" (France), "La Llorona" (Guatema-
la), "Better Days" (Hong Kong), "Sun Children" (Iran), "Night 
of the Kings" (Ivory Coast), "I'm No Longer Here" (Mexico), 
"Hope" (Norway), "A Sun" (Taiwan) and "The Man Who Sold 
His Skin" (Tunisia).

Films from 93 countries were eligible in the category.
In the nominations round, Academy members from all 

branches are invited to opt-in to participate and must view all 
15 shortlisted films in order to cast a ballot.

Pellissery's "Jallikattu" is based on the short story Maoist 
by Hareesh and stars Antony Varghese, Chemban Vinod Jose, 
Sabumon Abdusamad and Santhy Balachandran.

The film had its premiere on September 6, 2019 at the 
2019 Toronto International Film Festival and received wide-
spread critical acclaim.

Meanwhile, Karishma Dev Dube-directed "Bittu" has made 
it to the Best Live Action Short Film shortlist for the Oscars.

The movie is part of 10 film shortlist that also include 
"Da Yie", "Feeling Through", "The Human Voice", "The Kick-
sled Choir", "The Letter Room", "The Present", "Two Distant 

Strangers", "The Van" and "White Eye".
Based on a true story, the movie is a short film about a 

close friendship between two girls, eclipsed by an accident at 
their school.

"Bittu" is presented by Indian Women Rising, a cinema col-
lective that was recently formed by filmmakers Ekta Kapoor, 
Guneet Monga, Tahira Kashyap Khurrana, and Ruchikaa Ka-
poor.

Monga's 2018 production "Period. End of Sentence" had 
won an Oscar for Best Documentary Short Subject in 2019.

The final nominations for the Oscars will be announced on 
March 15.

No Indian film has ever won an Oscar. The last Indian film 
that made it to the final five in the Best International Feature 
category was Ashutosh Gowariker's "Lagaan" in 2001

"Mother India" (1958) and "Salaam Bombay" (1989) are 
the other two Indian movies to have made it to the top five.

In 2019, Zoya Akhtar's "Gully Boy", starring Ranveer Singh 
and Alia Bhatt, was India's entry to the Oscars.

The 93rd Academy Awards, which were postponed from 
their usual February date due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
will be held on April 25.

Jennifer Lopez "Chooses Not to Pay Attention" to 
Speculation Involving Her Romance with Alex Rodriguez
As per the source Jennifer Lopez is 

staying focused on work and paying 
no mind to discussion surrounding her 
relationship with fiancé Alex Rodriguez.

Jennifer Lopez is busy with her work 
while ignoring chatter about her rela-
tionship with fiancé Alex Rodriguez. 

Source tells exclusively that Jenni-
fer is heading overseas soon to film her 
new rom-com Shotgun Wedding. This 
follows recent online rumors involving 
the former baseball player and South-
ern Charm star Madison LeCroy.

"J.Lo will soon begin working on 
her movie in the Dominican Republic," 
the insider shares. "Everything is fine 
with Alex. She doesn't let the cheating 
rumors get to her and chooses not to 
pay attention."

While the 51-year-old Hustlers 
star shoots her upcoming movie op-
posite Josh Duhamel, Alex will remain 
stateside due to his own professional 
obligations. 

"A-Rod is not going with her to the 
Dominican," the source continues. "He 
has his own work and a busy schedule. 
This is her thing, and she's very excit-
ed to get started on the project. They 
are celebrating Valentine's Day in Mi-
ami."

Fan speculation involving Alex and 
Madison began spreading after South-
ern Charm's Jan. 28 reunion, in which 

cast member Craig Conover accused her 
of cheating on then-boyfriend Austen 
Kroll with a Miami-based "ex-MLB play-
er." Host Andy Cohen shared that the 
man was "married" and "very famous."

On Feb. 3, Madison told Page Six that 
Alex is "just an acquaintance," adding 
that they've spoken on the phone but 
never met up. Additionally, a source 
close to the 45-year-old Fox Sports an-

alyst told E! News that he doesn't know 
Madison and has never met her.

Meanwhile, Shotgun Wedding has 
a new leading man after Josh replaced 
Armie Hammer, who was previous-
ly cast to star with Jennifer in the film. 
Armie announced last month that he 
would no longer appear in the Lionsgate 
film in light of his recent social media 
controversy. 

Anita Hassanandani, Rohit Reddy become parents to baby boy
Mumbai, Feb 10 (PTI): Actor Anita Has-
sanandani and her husband, corporate pro-
fessional Rohit Reddy, have welcomed their 
first child, a baby boy.

Reddy, who got married to Hassanan-
dani in 2013, shared the news on Tuesday 
night as he posted a picture of the couple on 
Instagram. "Oh boy! he captioned the pic-
ture. The 39-year-old actor announced her 
pregnancy in October last year.

Writer Mushtaq Sheikh also took to In-
stagram and shared pictures of the couple 
from the hospital.

"It's a boy! With proud papa and 

mummy," he wrote.
Hassanandani is known for her work 

on TV shows like Star Plus' "Kkavyanja-
li", "Yeh Hai Mohabbatein" and as Col-

ors' "Naagin".
She has also featured in Hindi films 

such as "Kucch Toh Hai", "Krishna Cot-
tage" and "Ragini MMS 2".

‘Wizard of Oz’ remake planned 
with ‘Watchmen’ director

NEW YORK (AP): Are we off 
to see the wizard, the Won-
derful Wizard of Oz — again?
New Line Cinema is making a 
new adaptation of “The Won-
derful Wizard of Oz,” L. Frank 
Baum children’s novel, with 
Nicole Kassell, the visual ar-
chitect of “Watchmen,” set to 
direct. Baum’s 1900 novel, 
now in the public domain, 
has spawned many adapta-
tions over the years — most 
famously, of course, the 1939 
MGM musical by Victor Flem-
ing and starring Judy Gar-
land.

Kassell’s version will not 
be a musical. New Line said 
it will be a “fresh take” and a 
“reimagining” of “The Won-

derful Wizard of Oz.” It will 
have some advantages, too, 
since Warner Bros. owns 
New Line and the 1939 film. 
That means it can use some 
trademarked elements like 
the ruby slippers.

“While the 1939 musical 
is part of my DNA, I am exhil-
arated and humbled by the 
responsibility of re-imag-
ining such a legendary 
tale,” said Kassell in a 
statement. “The opportu-
nity to examine the orig-
inal themes — the quest 
for courage, love, wisdom 
and home — feels more 
timely and urgent than 
ever. These are profound-
ly iconic shoes to fill, and I 

am eager to dance alongside 
these heroes of my childhood 
as we pave a newly minted 
yellow brick road!”

Kassell is an executive 
producer of HBO’s “Watch-
men” and directed three of 
its nine episodes, including 
the pilot. She has worked 
primarily in television but di-
rected the feature films “The 
Woodsman” and “A Little Bit 
of Heaven.”

The most recent “Wiz-
ard of Oz” film came from 
the Walt Disney Co.’s “Oz the 
Great and Powerful” in 2013. 
Directed by Sam Raimi and 
starring James Franco, it was 
set 20 years before the events 
of the 1939 classic.


