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AN ITINERANT LIFE: A travelling monk takes a breather, all blissful 
and uninhibited, at Nam Nang in Gangtok. It was weekend, a second Saturday 
at that, and while that might have given reason for most others to kick back, 
life clearly runs to a different rhythm for this monk who would have been as 
unattached on Monday as he was on 11 May. [from SHRAVAN CHETTRI]

Around 300 yaks starve 
to death in North Sikkim

Mangan, 11 May (IPR): 
District Magistrate, 
North, Raj Yadav has 
informed that approxi-
mately 300 yaks have re-
portedly died because of 
starvation in Muguthang, 
North Sikkim. 

Because of heavy 
snowfall the yaks were 
stranded at Muguthang 
in December last and 

eventually died due to 
starvation.

A medical team of An-
imal Husbandry depart-
ment along with feed 
and fodder has already 
reached Muguthang to 
treat and feed the yaks 
who have survived. 

Fifteen families of 
Muguthang and ten 
families of Yumthang 

have been affected.
A team from the Dis-

trict Administration in 
coordination with ITBP 
has started investigating 
the yak deaths and will be 
preparing a report. The 
report will be submitted 
to the DC Office by 13 May 
and compensation will be 
disbursed to the affected 
families as per norms.

Stage set for penultimate 
phase of Lok Sabha polls

New Delhi, May 11 
(PTI): The fate of several 
Union ministers includ-
ing Radha Mohan Singh, 
Harshvardhan and Maneka 
Gandhi, SP chief Akhilesh 
Yadav and Congress leaders 
Digvijay Singh and Jyotirad-
itya Scindia will be decided 
Sunday in the sixth and 
penultimate phase of Lok 
Sabha polls to be held in 59 
constituencies in six states 
and Delhi.

Elections will be held in 
14 seats in Uttar Pradesh, 
10 seats in Haryana, eights 
constituencies each in Bi-
har, Madhya Pradesh and 
West Bengal, seven seats in 
Delhi and four in Jharkhand.

Over 10.17 crore voters 
are eligible to exercise their 
franchise to choose among 
the 979 candidates in fray. 
The Election Commission 
has set up over 1.13 lakh 
polling stations for smooth 
conduct of polls.

The elections in this 
phase are seen as a big test 
for the BJP which had won 
45 of these seats in 2014, 
with the Trinamool Con-
gress bagging 8, the Con-
gress two and the Sama-
jwadi Party and the LJP one 
seat each among others.

In Uttar Pradesh, the 
BJP had won 13 of the 14 
constituencies in 2014, 
the only exception being 
Azamgarh, won then by SP 
founder Mulayam Singh 
Yadav.

However, the BJP had 
to face defeat in the bypolls 
in Phulpur and Gorakhpur 
constituencies last year. 
While, the anti-BJP alliance 
would like to retain its grip 
over both the seats, the 
saffron party is looking to 
wrest them from the op-
position. Their importance 
can be gauged from the fact 
that Gorakhpur was repre-
sented by Yogi Adityanath 

in Lok Sabha from 1998 
to 2017, before he became 
the chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh.

Similarly, Phulpur was 
won for the first time by the 
BJP in 2014, when Keshav 
Prasad Maurya emerged 
victorious from the seat 
once represented by Jawa-
harlal Nehru, India’s first 
prime minister. Maurya 
vacated the seat after he be-
came the deputy chief min-
ister of the state in 2017.

In Azamgarh this time, 
Akhilesh is trying to retain 
his father’s seat against 
Bhojpuri film star Dinesh 
Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua’ of the 
BJP. Sultanpur too is seeing 
an interesting contest as the 
BJP has fielded Union min-
ister Maneka Gandhi for the 
seat won by her son Varun 
in 2014. The seats appears 
tricky for Maneka as BJP 
strategists 

turn to pg03

Chinese envoy suggests relaxation in biz 
hours to boost trade along Nathu La

Gangtok, May 11 (PTI): 
Amid escalating trade 
war between Beijing 
and Washington, China’s 
ambassador to India 
Luo Zhaohui has called 
for relaxation in trade 
hours and increase in 
number of business 
days along the Nathu 
La corridor, giving an 
impetus to Sino-Indian 
economic ties.

According to an of-
ficial release issued by 
state’s Information and 
Public Relations De-
partment, the two dig-
nitaries talked about 
the common areas of 

concern, which, if ad-
dressed, could improve 
border trade between 
Sikkim and Tibetan Au-
tonomous Region (TAR).

During Friday’s dis-
cussion, both Chamling 
and Zhaohui agreed that 
an efficient mechanism 
will ensure smooth flow 
of goods along the trade 
route, the statement said.

The Chinese diplo-
mat, who was here for a 
day, suggested relaxation 
in business hours and in-
crease in number of stip-
ulated items for trade to 
facilitate the vendors.

He also stressed on 

development of Nathu La 
as a dry port to increase 
the volume of trade.

Chamling, on his part, 
proposed a bus service 
between Gangtok and 
Lhasa, which, he said, 
would strengthen econo-
my and boost tourism on 
the two sides, the release 
said.

He also expressed his 
desire to visit China to 
gain insights on various 
issues, it said.

The chief minister 
assured Zhaohui that 
he will take up his sug-
gestions with the Centre, 
it added.

EC must check vehicles of the PM 
and union ministers : Mamata

Hasnabad (WB), May 
11 (PTI): Trinamool 
Congress chairperson 
Mamata Banerjee Sat-
urday alleged that BJP 
is using money to buy 
votes and demanded 
that all vehicles, in-
cluding helicopters 
used by the prime 
minister and union 
ministers be checked 
by the Election Com-
mission.

Banerjee asked the 
Election Commission 
to check even cars and 
the helicopter used by 
her if needed.

She cautioned vot-
ers about outsiders, 
Banerjee said union 
ministers travelling 
with Z anfd Y category 
security are carrying 
funds in their vehi-
cles.

Referring to Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s frequent vis-
its to the state ahead 
of the various phases 
of the Lok Sabha 
polls, Banerjee, who 

is among his severest 
critics, said “Why is 
he coming so often to 
Bengal? He wants to 
create division among 
the people. He is coming 
with loads of money to 
distribute to the people.”

“I request the 
Election Commission 
please also check 
my car and my heli-
copter. But check all 
the union ministers 
cars and helicopters 
too. They cannot be 
exempted. They are 
bringing in money 
through various ways. 
They even travel in Z 
and Y category secu-
rity and carry funds in 
their vehicles.

“Please keep a 
watch so that not a 
single rupee comes in, 
not a single outsider 
comes in and proper 
democracy is main-
tained,” she asked the 
poll body.

Banerjee said that 
a BJP candidate was 
even caught carrying 

crores - a reference 
to the police seizing 
Rs 1.13 lakh from the 
vehicle of the saf-
fron party’s candidate 
and former IPS offfi-
cer Bharati Ghosh late 
Thursday night at Ping-
la area in Bengal’s West 
Midnapore district.

Cautioning the peo-
ple, she said “People of 
Hasnabad and adjoin-
ing areas, please be 
careful about outsid-
ers and keep a watch 
on outsiders. There 
are RSS people out to 
offer you money for 
your votes. BJP will 
try all sorts of things 
to get votes, including 
offering money,” she 
said while addressing 
a rally at Hasnabad in 
North 24 Parganas on 
the Indo-Bangla border.

She criticised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for doing “nothing” in 
the last five years and 
challenged him to a live 
debate with her on tele-
vision.

As PMO wants quick disinvestment 
of its subsidiaries, AI asked to 

prepare FY19 financials
DEEPak PaTEl
New Delhi, May 11 
(PTI): The civil aviation 
ministry has told Air In-
dia that it should prepare 
2018-19 financials for it-
self and its subsidiaries by 
end of June as the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) 
has decided to speed up 
the disinvestment process 
of three of its wings, ac-
cording to an official doc-
ument.

After a botched at-
tempt to sell Air India in May 
last year, a panel led by Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley had de-
cided in June to scrap the stake-
sale plan for the time being. It 
was then decided to infuse 
more funds into the carrier 
and cut down debt by raising 
resources by selling land as-
sets and other subsidiaries.

Air India has a total 
debt burden of around 
Rs 55,000 crore.

On April 1 this year, a 
meeting was held in the 
PMO under the chairman-
ship of Nripendra Misra, the 
principal secretary to the 
prime minister, to discuss 
matter regarding strategic 
disinvestment of Air India 
and its subsidiaries.

“A meeting was held 
on April 1 under the 
chairmanship of the 
Principal Secretary to PM 
in which it was, inter-alia, 
decided to speed up the 
process of disinvestment 
of AIATSL, AIESL and 
AASL,” civil aviation sec-
retary Pradeep Singh 
Kharola told Air India’s 
Chairman and Managing 
Director (CMD) Ash-
wani Lohani in a letter 
dated May 6.

Air India Air Trans-
port Services Limited 

(AIATSL), Air India En-
gineering Services Lim-
ited (AIESL) and Airline 
Allied Services Limited 
(AASL) are subsidiaries 
of the national carrier.

Kharola said that in 
order to proceed with 
disinvestment process of 
Air India and its subsidiar-
ies, audited financials for 
2018-19 will be required.

“I would, therefore, 
request you to kindly get 
financials of Air India 
and its subsidiaries for 
the financial year 2018-
19 finalised by end of 
June,” Kharola said.

Aviation secretary 
also said that since the 
accounts for 2018-19 
would form the “basis of 
bidding”, it is necessary 
that they are prepared 
with “utmost caution so 
as to reflect the correct 
financial status”.

He added that con-
tingent liabilities must be 
thoroughly verified. More-
over, he added that “ac-
count receivables” and 
“account payables” must 
be verified and confirmed 
from the other parties.

“A physical verifica-
tion of the inventories 
need to be done so as to 
ensure that the value of 
inventories shown on the 
balance sheet matches 
with the assets physical-
ly,” Kharola told Lohani.

The secretary also 
told Air India CMD that 
a list of all pending litiga-
tions have to be drawn up.

 The four subsid-
iaries which have been 
transferred to the SPV 
are AIATSL, AASL, AIESL 
and Hotel Corporation of 
India (HCI).

Kitam-Manpur GPU holds convocation for adult learners
SUMMIT REPORT:
Gangtok, 11 May:

Kitam-Manpur Gram 
Panchayat Unit held a 

convocation ceremony at 
the Village Administrative 
Centre to give away Grade 
Sheet cum Certificate to 
adult learners who had 
appeared in the Assess-
ment of Basic Literacy Pro-
gramme under State Total 
Literacy Mission. 

A press release informs 
that 30 adult learners 
had appeared for the as-
sessment and all of them 
cleared the assessment 
with Grade A and B. Pan-
chayat President of the 
GPU, Savitri Chettri accom-
panied by Vice President, 
Shyam Subba, Member, Ved 
Prakash Bhujel and Teach-
er Coordinator of the Mis-
sion Shri Suresh Kr Subba 
presented the certificates 
to the adult learners. They 
applauded their participa-
tion in making the Mission 
a success and contributing 
in making the Gram Pan-

chayat 100% literate. 
The convocation also 

turned emotional when 
family members of 2 learn-
ers received the certificate 
on behalf of deceased learn-
ers. During the programme, 
5 student volunteers viz. 
Pranisha Sharma, Nikhil 
Regmi, Mahima Dhamala, 
Arjun Bhujel and Amisha 
Tamang were also present-
ed with Certificate of Ap-
preciation and Memento. 
It is worth mentioning that 
out of 30 adult learners, 29 
were female. 

Teacher Coordinator, 
Mr Subba applauded the 

Gram Panchayat for their 
cooperation in making 
the mission successful 
by mobilizing maximum 
number of illiterate adults 
while the Panchayat Presi-
dent thanked all the stake-
holders for their support 
in making the GP 100% 
Literate.

Certificate of the as-
sessment is issued by Na-
tional Institute of Open 
Schooling (NIOS) under 
MHRD and State Literacy 
Mission Authority under 
Directorate of Literacy 
and Continuing Education, 
Government of Sikkim. 
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Menstrual hygiene awareness by Duga BaC
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 May:

A day-long sensitiza-
tion program was 

organized by Duga 
BAC in association 
with ESS India on 09 
and 10 May at Sumin 
Lingchey Secondary 
School and Rangpo 
Senior Secondary 
School,  a press re-
lease informs.  

The team talked 
about menstrual hy-

giene and solid waste 
management.  The main 
reason for the program 

was to create awareness 
on menstruation and 
provide environment 

friendly alternatives for 
sanitary pads, the release 
mentions. 

SKM holds coordination meetings in South
SUMMIT REPORT
Namchi, 11 May:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha constituency level 

committee executives 
of Rangang Yangang 
Constituency held a co-
ordination-cum-thanks 
giving meeting at the res-
idence of candidate, RK 
Basnet.

The meet was chaired 
by RK Basnet and attend-
ed by Bikash Basnet. RK 
Basnet expressed his 
gratitude on behalf of 
SKM president, PS Ta-
mang [Golay] to all the 
party functionaries of the 
constituency. 

During the meeting, 
nomination of counting 
agents for election count-
ing day to be held on 23 

May was also conducted.
Similarly, the meeting 

with booth level agents of 
Assembly and Lok Sabha 
seats of Namchi Sing-
hithang constituency was 

held at the district party 
office Namchi this morning.

The meeting was at-
tended by Ganesh Rai, 
South District Gener-
al Secretary, SJ Lepcha 

and CLC executives of 
Namchi-Singithang con-
stituency. The meeting 
conducted training and 
planning session for the 
poll counting process.

Armed militants storm 5-star hotel in 
Pakistan’s Gwadar port city, 1 killed: police
karachi, May 11 (PTI): 
At least three heavi-
ly-armed militants on 
Saturday stormed a five-
star hotel in Pakistan’s 
port city of Gwadar in 
the restive Balochistan 
province, leading to a 
shootout with security 
personnel, police said.

Additional police 
force, anti-terrorism 
force and army are all 
present at the Peal Con-
tinental (PC) Hotel to 
handle the situation, 
Dawn news quoted Gwa-
dar Station House Officer 
(SHO) Aslam Bangulzai 
as saying.

Three terrorists at-
tempted a forced entry 
into the hotel. A guard at 
the entrance challenged 
them after which the ter-
rorists opened fire and 
killed him, the army’s 
media wing Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations 
(ISPR) said.

A gunbattle between 

the militants and the 
navy and army soldiers 
was underway, the police 
said.

The hotel, frequented 
by business as well as lei-
sure travellers, is located 
on the Koh-e-Batil hill, 
south of West Bay on Fish 
Harbour road in Gwadar.

Frontier Corps per-
sonnel have cordoned off 
the hotel.

All foreign and lo-
cal guests staying at the 
hotel have been safely 
evacuated, Express Tri-
bune quoted Balochistan 
Information Minister Za-
hoor Buledi as saying.

China is investing 
heavily in Balochistan 
under the USD 50 billion 
China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC).

“At around 4:50 pm 
(local time) we got re-
ports that there are two 
to there armed men in 
PC Hotel,” SHO Bangulzai 
said.

So far, no group took 
responsibility of the at-
tack.

“Two to three gun-
men had first fired at and 
then entered the hotel,” 
Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Mohsin Hassan 
Butt said, adding that “95 
per cent of the hotel has 
been evacuated”.

“A clearance oper-
ation was going on,” a 
spokesman of the army 
said.

The provincial police 
chief further said that 
“the attackers may have 
come in a boat to launch 
the attack”.

Balochistan Chief 
Minister Jam Kamal Khan 
Alyani condemned “the 
terrorists attack” on PC 
Hotel, and instructed the 
authorities to “ensure 
the safety of all inside 
the hotel”, Dawn news 
reported.

He called for a “well 
planned and strong ac-

tion against the terror-
ists”, adding that he is 
“in touch with police and 
local administration” re-
garding the situation.

Balochistan, which 
borders Afghanistan and 
Iran, is Pakistan’s largest 
and poorest province, 
rife with ethnic, sectari-
an and separatist insur-
gencies.

On April 18, uniden-
tified gunmen donning 
uniforms of paramilitary 
soldiers massacred at 
least 14 passengers, in-
cluding Pakistan Navy 
personnel, after forcing 
them to disembark from 
buses on a highway in 
Balochistan.

The CPEC, launched 
in 2015, is a planned net-
work of roads, railways 
and energy projects link-
ing China’s resource-rich 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region with Paki-
stan’s strategic Gwadar 
Port on the Arabian Sea.

BJP will see reduced seat count in UP, 
draw blank in seven ther states : Mamata
Haroa (WB), May 11 
(PTI): West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee Saturday claimed 
that BJP will see a re-
duced seat count in Ut-
tar Pradesh and draw 
a blank in seven other 
states and the party and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi are losing confi-
dence about winning the 
ongoing Lok Sabha polls.

She said BJP is look-
ing at West Bengal for 
votes as it has fared badly 
in the last five phases of 
the Lok Sabha polls.

“Where will BJP get 
the numbers from? In Ut-
tar Pradesh its seat count 
will reduce from 73 to 13 
or 17. In other states like 
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, 
Rajashthan, Punjab and 
Odisha the party will 
draw a blank.

Its seats will reduce 
in Madhya Pradesh also”, 
Banerjee claimed while 
addressing a public 
meeting here in support 
of Trinamool Congress 
candidate Nusrat Jahan.

Modi is losing con-
fidence, she said and 
urged the electorate not 
to vote for BJP.

“In Bengal, Trinamool 
Congress should win all 
the 42 seats which will 
help it to have some con-
trol in the formation of 

the new government,” 
Banerjee who has been 
claiming that her party 
would play an import-
ant role at the Centre 
after the general elec-
tions, said.

“We do not want BJP. 
Show the door to the par-
ty through votes,” the fi-
esty Trinamool Congress 
supremo, who leaves no 
opportunity to criticise 
the saffron party, said.

She alleged that BJP, 
Congress and CPI(M) are 
of the same ilk. “Some 
people are supporting 
BJP in the morning, Con-
gress in the afternoon 
and CPI(M) in the night. 
So voting any of the three 
will be a waste. Vote for 
TMC, it is the only par-
ty which has the guts to 
fight BJP.

“BJP has kept the en-
tire country petrified. 
Captured institutions 
like RBI, CBI, Income Tax 
and the ED ....

Instead of giving food, 
shelter and clothing, it 

has dismantled Planning 
Commission with Niti 
Aayog and shown how 
to create riots ... It start-
ed cow vigilantism and 
lynching syndicates”, she 
said.

Modi and BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah have 
often attacked the TMC 
by accusing it of running 
‘syndicates raj’.

Continuing her tirade 
against Modi, Banerjee 
said in the last parlia-
mentary polls he had 
said a lot of things and 
became the prime min-
ister. “But what work has 
he done in the last five 
years?”

Prices of commod-
ities had risen during 
BJP’s rule and is going to 
increase more after the 
elections.

“The BJP has forgot-
ten Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose who gave the Jai 
Hind slogan. Nathuram 
Godse (who killed Maha-
tama Gandhi) is now its 
leader,” shge added.

Cyclone Fani: Death toll mounts to 43; people stage blockade
Bhubaneswar, May 11 
(PTI): The death toll in 
Odisha due to Cyclone 
Fani mounted to 43 on 
Saturday, even as people 
staged a road blockade 
and assaulted a state of-
ficial in protest against 
water shortage and pow-
er cuts in the coastal belt 
ravaged by the severe 
storm a week ago.

According to an of-
ficial, two fresh deaths 
have been reported in 
Cuttack and Khurda 
districts of the state.

While the state 
government claimed 
to have restored pow-
er and drinking wa-
ter supplies in urban 
pockets of Kendrapara, 
Jagatsinghpur and Cut-
tack districts, people 
Saturday blocked roads 
connecting Paradip 
and Cuttack, and the 
national highway link-
ing Bhubaneswar with 
Puri, alleging lack of 
basic amenities.

Similar agitations 
were seen in parts of 
the state capital where 
power continued to 
remain elusive for the 
eighth consecutive day.

In the pilgrim town 
of Puri, worst hit in the 
storm, locals were leaving 
homes and shifting else-
where temporarily, even 
as the state government 
claimed that it was un-
dertaking relief work 
on war footing.

“We left Puri and 
moved to Koraput (500 

km away) as there is 
no certainty on resto-
ration of power and 
water supply. Bhu-
baneswar, too, has 
been severely hit by 
power and drinking 
water crisis.

“Add to that, hotel 
and guest house owners 
are charging more than 
the usual rate in view 
of the rush,” Rathindra 
Mishra, a native of Mau-
sima Lane in Puri, said.

A report from Jajpur 
district said angry peo-

ple in Binjharpur tehsil 
area beat up a revenue 
department official for 
not getting relief as an-
nounced by the state 
government.

Jajpur District Col-
lector R K Das said 
“stringent action” will 
be taken against those 
found guilty of assault-
ing the official.

In almost all elec-
tricity offices in the 
coastal districts, police 
personnel have been 
deployed to tackle 
people attempting to 
attack officials, accord-
ing to senior officer in 
the state government.

Meanwhile, Special 
Relief Commission-
er (SRC) B P Sethi in 
a letter to the district 
collector of Khurda 
sought immediate 
distribution of relief 
material and cash to af-
fected people.

Sethi said he has re-
ceived letters alleging 

that relief packages were 
being denied to eligible 
beneficiaries.

The “extremely-se-
vere” cyclone, one of 
the “rarest of rare”, un-
leashed copious rain and 
windstorms that gusted 
up to 240 kmph on May 
3, blowing away thatched 
houses and swamping 
towns and villages in 
Odisha.

NDRF director gener-
al S N Pradhan, who met 
Chief Secretary A P Padhi 
and the special relief 
commissioner, said 
the specialised force 
would assist the gov-
ernment till power is 
restored in the state.

“The NDRF has de-
ployed personnel in 50 
different teams. They are 
equipped with sophisti-
cated machines like pow-
er cutter, plasma cutter 
and gas cutters. Our per-
sonnel are assisting the 
state government in re-
storing power,” he added.

False survey results: Delhi 
Police registers two FIRs

New Delhi, May 11 
(PTI): Delhi Police has 
registered two FIRs in 
connection with com-
plaints by the BJP and the 
Congress which have ac-
cused the AAP “of prop-
agating false survey re-
sults through phone calls 
to voters”.

However, Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia said he was not 
aware about the matter.

The Congress’ Delhi 
unit had filed a complaint 
with the Election Com-
mission as well as Chief 
Electoral Officer, Delhi on 
Friday alleging recorded 
phone calls are “being 
used to spread misinfor-
mation in an attempt to 
influence the electorate.”

The complaint was 
filed by Romila Dhawan, 
the election agent of the 
party’s northeast Delhi 
candidate and former 
Delhi Chief Minister Shei-
la Dikshit.

The Congress com-
plaint did not name the 
AAP. However, in a press 
conference held on Sat-

urday, the party’s spokes-
person accused the AAP 
of committing the act.

The BJP filed a sim-
ilar complaint with the 
Chief Electoral officer, 
Delhi accusing the AAP of 
propagating false survey 
results through phone 
calls to reporters.

The two complaints 
were forwarded by the 
CEO, Delhi to Delhi Po-
lice’s Election Cell which 
referred the matter to 
the Crime Branch.

The Crime Branch 
registered two FIRs on 
the basis of the com-
plaints and began inves-
tigation in the matter.

Meanwhile, the CEO 
office has written to Con-
gress asking it to specify 
whether is aware which 
party might be involved 
in this.

According to the com-
plaint by the Congress, 
members of the pub-
lic have been receiving 
phone calls from vari-
ous numbers which play 
an automated message 

about a purported sur-
vey.

“The message names 
political parties and 
completely random and 
inexplicable percentages 
against their particulars. 
The message conveys 
that the result of the sur-
vey in which the receiver 
of the call has ostensibly 
participated is that AAP 
got 47 per cent, BJP 37 
per cent and Congress 11 
per cent votes,” the com-
plaint said.

It said such calls are 
a clear violation of the 
Representation of People 
Act, 1951, and the Mod-
el Code of Conduct, and 
also violate the 48 hours 
campaigning prohibition.

Delhi goes to polls 
on May 12 and will see a 
triangular fight between 
the BJP, Congress and 
the AAP on all the seven 
seats.

The Crime Branch is 
already investigating an-
other case where people 
had received calls claim-
ing that their names had 
been deleted from the 
electoral rolls.

Modi has hatred for my family, only love can defeat him: Rahul
Shujalpur (MP), May 
11 (PTI): Congress 
president Rahul Gand-
hi Saturday alleged that 
the BJP, RSS and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
have hatred towards his 
family, but he does not 
harbour the same feel-
ings for the PM

He said that although 
Modi repeatedly at-
tacked him, his father Ra-
jiv Gandhi, grandmother 
Indira Gandhi and great 
grandfather Jawaharlal 
Nehru, he gave him a hug

The Congress chief’s 
remarks came a week 
after Modi said in a ral-
ly that former PM Ra-
jiv Gandhi “was termed 
‘Mr Clean’ by his court-
iers, but his life ended 
as ‘Bhrashtachari No 1’ 
(corrupt number 1)”

Modi had also alleged 
that Rajiv Gandhi and 
his family had used the 
INS Viraat as a “person-

al taxi” for 10 days while 
they were vacationing 
at an island in Lakshad-
weep in the late 80s

“BJP, RSS and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has hatred for my family 
and our job is to remove 
it. Narendra Modi attacks 
me. He speaks with ha-
tred about my father, 
my grandmother and 
my great grandfather. 
He speaks in anger, but I 
go and give him a ‘jhap-
pi’ (hug),” Rahul Gandhi 
said

“You are the prime 
minister... you must re-
move hatred and work 
with love. This will ben-
efit you. I don’t hate Na-
rendra Modi, he can give 
me as much hatred as he 
can. He can speak about 
my family whatever he 
wants,” he said

“Hatred cannot be 
conquered with hatred in 
return. Only love can de-

feat Narendra Modi and 
not the hatred,” he added

The Congress chief 
was addressing an elec-
tion rally here for party 
candidate and folk singer 
Prahlad Tipaniya, who is 
contesting the Lok Sabha 
election from Dewas seat

Speaking about his 
party’s proposed NYAY 
minimum income guar-
antee scheme, Rahul 
Gandhi said, “Amazingly, 
the idea of this scheme 
(NYAY) came from Nar-
endra Modi. He did not 
implement it, spoken lie 
about giving Rs 15 lakh.”

“But we took this 
idea... going to give you 
Rs 3.60 lakh in five years 
(under NYAY),” he said

He added that the 
scheme would provide 
purchasing power to 
people, which would 
revive the country’s 
economy

He said demonetisa-

tion and poor implemen-
tation of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), which 
he termed as the ‘Gabbar 
Singh Tax’, has adversely 
affected the purchasing 
power of people

“When I raised ques-
tions about the Rafale 
scam in Parliament, Modi 
talked about Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi but did not 
reply to my questions,” 
Rahul Gandhi said

“Narendra Modi ji, I 
had asked about Rafale 
and not about my fami-
ly,” he said while accus-
ing the prime minister 
of carrying out parallel 
negotiations with France 
in Rafale fighter jet deal

He also said that the 
Congress would provide 
22 lakh government jobs 
in addition to 10 lakh 
jobs in panchayats to the 
people after coming to 
power.
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Classifieds

Required for Summit Times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church Road, Gangtok  

03592-208698

PlOT FOR SalE: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGENTly REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
a yOGa TEaCHER?

CRITERIa – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

laND FOR SalE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

OPPORTUNITy FOR GIRlS 
TO SERVE INDIaN aRMy

Indian Army offers an opportunity for Girls to join this most respected forces 
under women Military Police. Large numbers of vacancies have been released 
by the Army headquarters. Those who have appeared /passed class XII may 
apply online. Online Registration and submission of application is mandatory. 
The online Registration process has already opened since 25 April 19 and will 
remain so till             12 June 19. The online Registration through website: www.
joinindianarmy.nic.in Start your online Registration immediately. 

Now is the time that every eligible girl students must give  a try instead of 
repenting later.  
Eligibility

(a) Age  - Born between 01 Oct 1998 to 01st Apr 2002
(b) Height  - 142 cms
(c) Weight  - proportionately to height
For any further information& assistance, please visit our Sainik Board Office 

at Gangtok at any time for online registration.
Contact Numbers – 8170005757 / 8145837898 / 9593268469
You must have following documents ready during online submission of ap-

plication:-
(a) Class X mark sheet and Certificate (with 45% Aggregate marks)
(b) Date of Birth Certificate
(c) Aadhar Card
(d) Passport size photograph
(e) E-mail ID (your own email ID)
(f) Your mobile number (for OTP)    

       
       Sd/

Col D N Bhutia
Secretary

SU observes National Technology Day
SHRaVaN CHETTRI
Gangtok, 11 May:

Sikkim University or-
ganized a daylong 

event on the occasion of 
National Technology Day 
here at Chintan Bhawan. 
The Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad, attended 
the event as an honorary 
chief guest. Joining him in 
the panel were Prof Par-
thasarathi Mukhopad-
hyay from Ramakrish-
na Mission Residential 
College, Narendrapur, 
Prof RR Navalgund from 
Indian Space Research 
Organization Bangalore, 
Prof Rakesh Tuli senior 
research advisor from 
the Institute of Engineer-
ing & Technology, Punjab 
University. The event was 
also attended by Sikkim 
University faculty and 
students from various 
schools around the town.

Sikkim University 
vice chancellor, Avinash 
Khare spoke on national 
technology day followed 
by the Governor, who 
highlighted the achieve-

ments of the country 
in technology and also 
encouraged the young 
generation in the field of 
science and technology 
by inculcating scientific 
temperament.

The event moved for-
ward with a lecture ses-
sion from Prof Parthasar-
thi who enlightened the 
audience on ancient In-
dian mathematics and 

importance of zero as 
a placeholder. He also 
mentioned discoveries in 
the field of mathematics 
by fellow ancient math-
ematicians like Bhaska-
ra and Aryabhatta who 
helped the subject to 
form its base, but were 
never credited for it. 
He also appreciated the 
work of Kerala School of 
mathematics which in-

dependently discovered 
a number of important 
mathematical concepts.

Prof Navalgunds gave 
some insight on space 
research and its impor-
tance. He also explained 
the science behind aero-
nautics and astronautics. 

The final lecture 
session was presented 
by Prof Tuli who gave a 
powerful insight on bio-

chemistry, genetically 
modified crops and re-
construction of tissues 
and organs. He also men-
tioned the breakthrough 
that science has made 
and how it can be bene-
ficial for all living beings. 

This daylong event 
came to an end with a 
healthy quiz and debate 
competition between 
students.

Prayers for all at Hurhurey Dara

Gangtok, 11 May: The Lall Bazaar Youth Development Committee organized 
a “Sansaari Puja” for the welfare of all sentient beings at Hurhurey Dara near 
the Legislative Assembly complex at Nam Nang on Saturday, 11 May 2019.  

IBC a game-changer, but delays 
a concern: Srei Infra official

kolkata, May 11 (PTI): 
The Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
is a game changer, but 
delay in decision-making 
is a cause for concern, 
Srei Infrastructure CEO 
Rakesh Bhutoria said on 
Saturday.

Bhutoria, who is also 
CII sub-committee chair-
man, was speaking at 
a conference on ‘Legal 
Dimension of Infrastruc-
ture Development’ here.

“The process, which 
was supposed to ensure 
quick resolution is get-
ting entangled in the 
legal system, leading to 
delay in decision making. 
This is threatening the 
viability of many infra-
structure projects in our 
country,” he said.

“The Indian judiciary 
should facilitate infra-
structure development 
by providing speedy res-
olutions. Our country’s 
economic progress hing-
es on this,” Bhutoria said.

Calcutta High Court 
Justice Soumen Sen said 
the concept of making 
mediation mandatory 
before proceeding to lit-
igations has become an 
important alternative 
tool, for settling dis-
putes for infrastructure 
projects.

Tax expert Narayan 

Jain talked about issues 
relating to ambiguity of 
taxation in the real estate 
sector.

“The concept of sin-
gle tax is not applicable 
in the sector. Buyers have 
to shell out the stamp 
duty, and no credit on 
input tax is available,” he 
added.

Ready to back any party except BJP that 
supports full statehood for Delhi: kejriwal

Bunty Tyagi and Uzmi athar
New Delhi, May 11 
(PTI): Delhi Chief Min-
ister and AAP supremo 
Arvind Kejriwal said 
post-elections they 
would be ready to back 
any party, except the BJP, 
that supports full state-
hood for the national 
capital.

The AAP national 
convenor, in an interview 
to PTI, said their only aim 
is to stop the Modi-Shah 
duo from coming back to 
power and for that they 
will support any party.

“We will support 
those who grant full 
statehood to Delhi. Our 
only aim is to stop the 
Modi-Shah duo from 
coming back to power. 
We have absolutely no 
problem with whoever 
comes at the Centre,” Ke-
jriwal said.

The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) has made the 
demand of full statehood 
for Delhi its poll plank. 
The party says that a 
slew of issues, including 
expansion of health and 
education infrastructure, 
remains unresolved as it 
does not lie in the hands 
of the Delhi government.

Kejriwal claimed that 
people are “extremely 
happy” with the work 
of the AAP in Delhi, es-
pecially in the fields of 
education, health, water, 
electricity, road, sewage.

“But the people of 
Delhi are also seeing how 
hurdles are being created 
in the work of the Delhi 
government because it 
is not a full state. People 
this time will vote to re-
move those hurdles from 
the path of the Delhi gov-
ernment,” he said.

The chief minister 
said once the demand 

of full statehood is re-
alised, it would help in 
fast-tracking develop-
ment works in the na-
tional capital.

If Delhi gets full state-
hood, the city govern-
ment would be able to 
deliver thousand times 
more than what it has 
done till now, he claimed.

Kejriwal alleged that 
the BJP MPs are not “loy-
al” to the people of Delhi.

“People in Delhi 
should think that if all 
the seven candidates of 
the BJP win then they will 
not be loyal to the people 
of the national capital. If 
tomorrow, metro fare ris-
es your BJP MPs cannot 
raise their voices, they 
cannot raise their voice 
against sealing. AAP is 
Delhi’s party so if some-
thing happens to the peo-
ple of Delhi then AAP will 
raise voice for the rights 
of people in Parliament,” 
he said.

Kejriwal said the 
voice against the Centre’s 
“wrong” policies could be 
raised only when Delhi 
MPs are from a different 
party than those in pow-
er in the Centre.

People of Delhi would 
benefit more by elect-
ing AAP candidates as 
they can raise issues 
faced by city residents 
in Parliament more ef-
fectively than the na-
tional parties like the 
BJP and the Congress, 
he said.

The chief minister 
claimed there is a “very 
strong” anti-incumbency 
against the BJP in Delhi 
as its MPs did nothing for 
the people here.

The BJP had won all 
the Lok Sabha seats in 
Delhi in the 2014 general 

elections.
Giving individual ex-

amples, Kejriwal said 
there is a lot of “negativ-
ity” against incumbent 
BJP MP from New Delhi 
Meenakshi Lekhi, who, 
he claimed has done 
nothing for the constitu-
ency.

“She insulted the peo-
ple of her constituency 
so people want to defeat 
her,” he said.

About Delhi BJP chief 
and its North East Delhi 
MP Manoj Tiwari, Kejri-
wal said, “He has done 
nothing except dancing 
and singing in the last 
four years.”

The works of Pravesh 
Sahib Singh Verma, who 
is an MP from West Delhi, 
is also being questioned 
by the people of his con-
stituency, he claimed, 
adding that in South Del-
hi people are “tired of 
hooliganism” of BJP MP 
Ramesh Bidhuri.

The AAP national 
convener claimed that 
BJP candidate from 
North West Delhi seat 
Hansraj Hans would lose 
comprehensively.

Appealing to the 
people to vote for end-
ing the “obstructions 
created by the BJP-led 
central government”, 
Kejriwal accused Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi of not deliver-
ing any of the promis-
es made by him in the 
run up to the 2014 Lok 
Sabha polls.

“Modiji cannot say I 
built schools, hospitals, 
brought down elec-
tricity tariff, ensured 
drinking water supply. 
He failed in every sec-
tor. He has not delivered 
anything,” he alleged.

With no big names in 
fray, Vidisha loses sheen

aNIl DUBEy
Bhopal, May 11 (PTI): 
After two-time Vidisha 
MP Sushma Swaraj an-
nounced that she will not 
contest the Lok Sabha 
elections this year, the 
high-profile constitu-
ency, considered a BJP 
bastion, appears to have 
lost its sheen.

The BJP has field-
ed debutante Ramakant 
Bhargav from the seat 
which saw the likes of for-
mer prime minister Atal 
Bihar Vajpayee in the run-
ning in the early 1990s.

Bhargav is pitted 
against Shailendra Patel 
of the Congress.

With no big names in 
the fray, the electioneer-
ing in Vidisha has been 
low-key and it has failed 
to grab the media’s atten-
tion, Bhopal-based polit-
ical commentator Girija 
Shankar said.

“Vidisha Lok Sabha 
seat has been taken for 
granted since it became 
the traditional seat of a 
political party. So, when-
ever the party wanted to 
ensure the victory of any 
candidate, it fielded him 
or her from this seat. Now, 
when no VIP candidate is 
here, the election is a low-
key affair,” he said, without 
naming any party.

However, the ques-
tion that is looming large 

is whether the BJP will be 
able to retain the seat.

In Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly polls last year, 
the saffron party lost 
considerable vote share 
in Vidisha.

Swaraj had won from 
this seat with a margin of 
4.10 lakh votes in 2014 
general election. How-
ever, in the November 
2018 assembly polls, its 
margin for eight Vidhan 
Sabha segments under 
this constituency was re-
duced to 1.03 lakh.

The Congress won 
two of the eight assembly 
segments in the parlia-
mentary constituency -- 
Vidisha and Sanchi.

However, the BJP, 
which was ousted from 
Madhya Pradesh after 15 
years by the Congress, 
remains confident that it 
will retain the seat.

“Whosoever may be 
the party’s candidate, the 
people of Vidisha appre-
ciate our ideology and 
will vote for the party,” 
state BJP spokesperson 
Rajnish Agrawal said.

“The issues and can-
didates were different 
during the assembly 
polls. But, this time the 
people want Narendra 
Modi to become the 
country’s prime minis-
ter again. So, the BJP is 
going to maintain the vic-

tory margin of 2014 Lok 
Sabha polls,” he added.

Bolstered by the as-
sembly poll results, the 
Congress is also confi-
dent of turning the tables 
this time.

“There is strong an-
ti-incumbency against 
Swaraj, who forgot this 
seat after winning and 
hardly visited the con-
stituency. Irked over 
Swaraj’s long absence, 
the people in Vidisha had 
also put up posters de-
claring her missing. She 
did nothing for this area 
in ten years,” state Con-
gress spokesperson Pan-
kaj Chaturvedi said.

The Congress last 
won from Vidisha in 
1984, following the as-
sassination of the then 
prime minister Indira 
Gandhi.

are relying on a division of Congress and gathbandhan votes, besides possible count-
er-polarisation of non-Yadav and non-Jatav Dalit and OBC votes.

Polling will also be held for Bhopal, Morena, Bhind (SC), Gwalior, Guna, Sagar, Vidisha 
and Rajgarh seats in Madhya Pradesh. This will be the third phase of polling in Madhya 
Pradesh, with the first and second phases having been held on April 29 and May 6. The last 
phase will be held on May 19.

The Bhopal seat will see an interesting fight between senior Congress leader Digvijay 
Singh and BJP nominee Pragya Singh Thakur.

Guna will seal the fate of AICC general secretary and Congress candidate Scindia. Union 
minister and BJP nominee Narendra Singh Tomar is in the fray from Morena.

In the national capital, voting will be held in all the seven seats. As many as 164 candi-
dates, including 18 women, are in the fray.

It is expected to be three-cornered fight involving the BJP, AAP and the Congress.
Prominent candidates in the fray include veteran Congress leader Sheila Dikshit, Olym-

pian boxer Vijender Singh, Union minister Harsh Vardhan, Atishi from AAP and her BJP 
rival cricketer-turned-politician Gautam Gambhir.

Union ministers Rao Inderjit Singh and Krishan Pal Gurjar are among the 223 candi-
dates in fray in Haryana.  

Stage set for penultimate....
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper (who are 
fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Lead by Example
To inspire the youth towards self-

sufficiency, hold up some examples

The State Government is trying to convince the 
youth to opt for the pride of self-employment 

and becoming producers in what has been a con-
sumer state for a long while. The advice is laudable 
and the government has backed it with the skill de-
velopment programme in the hope of equipping the 
youth with the tools required to make this transition. 
The programme has however met with less than glo-
rious results, and one of the reasons why the youth 
who attend these workshops and awareness pro-
grammes return less than inspired could be because 
they do not see too many “examples” worth emulat-
ing around them. And since the State is omnipresent, 
they need to be shown success stories in government 
undertakings to get convinced that its executive can 
draft skill development programmes of any real con-
sequence. Instead, what the youth see too much of 
is funds getting pumped into “development” projects 
only to deliver failures. Can they be faulted then if 
they are hesitant to put their scarce resources into 
similar projects? It is also true that government- run 
projects fail because of somnolent and corrupt im-
plementation, whereas in the hands of private entre-
preneurs, these very investments would have turned 
profits, but for the youth to accept this, the govern-
ment will have to set the record straight. This, it can 
only achieve success by fixing accountability.

To flesh out what is suggested here, let’s share 
here the case fleshed out in a Comptroller & Audi-
tor General’s Report for Sikkim of many years past. 
The year is not important, because the lesson rings 
as true today as it did some ten years ago. The Ani-
mal Husbandry, Livestock, Fisheries and Veterinary 
Department received Rs. 45 lakhs in central sponsor-
ship in August 2000 to establish a backyard poultry 
farm at Chujachen in East Sikkim. The idea was to 
maintain a breeding stock of poultry birds requiring 
low input technology and backed by adequate health 
coverage for the birds. The Department used up Rs. 
39.86 lakhs of this outlay and the poultry farm com-
menced operations in August 2002. It closed down 
in August 2003 ‘with no birds and no eggs’! When 
confronted with a query from the CAG Auditors, the 
concerned Secretary explained that the farm was 
struck by ‘some’ uncontrollable diseases leading to 
high mortality and defect in construction of building!

When youth learn that poultry can be infected by 
‘some uncontrollable diseases’ which even a Depart-
ment with a Veterinary wing under it cannot contain 
and that a poultry farm requires such complicated 
construction that even government engineers can 
end up constructing a defective building, how can 
they be expected to get excited into opening poultry 
farms even if it carries a non-intimidating tag like 
“backyard poultry farm”? Of course, the reasons of-
fered for why the farm closed down are lame excuses 
and even the CAG auditors had rubbished it as ‘not 
tenable.’ The farm after all had a Chief Veterinary Of-
ficer in charge for it and still the auditors could not 
come across even a single instance of either the mys-
terious outbreak being brought to the notice of high-
er authorities or of the CVO initiating any corrective 
action himself. It is appears that Rs. 39.86 lakhs were 
wasted not because the poultry was sick or the con-
struction defective, but because the monitoring and 
implementation were frail. What is probable though 
that the official reason will be accepted and the mat-
ter forgotten.

This is but an example of how, if the government 
is serious about wanting to inspire the youth to strike 
their own futures, it will have to do more than just 
train – it will have to lead by example. It will have 
to make success stories out of poultry farms like the 
failed one at Chujachen for the youth to believe in the 
promise of alternative careers.

Chernobyl has become a refuge for wildlife 
33 years after the nuclear accident

Germán Orizaola
theconversation.com
Reactor number four of the Chernobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant suffered an explosion during a 
technical test on April 26, 1986. As a result of 
the accident, in the then Soviet Union, more 
than 400 times more radiation was emitted 
than that released by the atomic bomb dropped 
on Hiroshima (Japan) in 1945. It remains the larg-
est nuclear accident in history.

Decontamination work began immediately af-
ter the accident. An exclusion zone was created 
around the plant, and more than 350,000 peo-
ple were evacuated from the area. They never 
returned. And severe restrictions on permanent 
human settlement are still in place today.

The accident had a major impact on the hu-
man population. Although there are not clear fig-
ures, the physical loss of human lives and physio-
logical consequences were huge. Estimates of the 
number of human fatalities vary wildly.

The initial impact on the environment was 
also important. One of the areas more heavily 
affected by the radiation was the pine forest 
near the plant, known since then as the “Red 
Forest”. This area received the highest doses 
of radiation, the pine trees died instantly and all 
the leaves turned red. Few animals survived the 
highest radiation levels.

Therefore, after the accident it was assumed 
that the area would become a desert for life. Con-
sidering the long time that some radioactive com-
pounds take to decompose and disappear from the 
environment, the forecast was that the area would 
remain devoid of wildlife for centuries.
CHERNOByl WIlDlIFE TODay

But today, 33 years after the accident, the Cher-
nobyl exclusion zone, which covers an area now in 
Ukraine and Belarus, is inhabited by brown bears, 
bisons, wolves, lynxes, Przewalski horses, and 
more than 200 bird species, among other animals.

In March 2019, most of the main research 
groups working with Chernobyl wildlife met in 
Portsmouth, England. About 30 researchers from 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, France, Belgium, Nor-

way, Spain and Ukraine presented the latest results 
of our work. These studies included work on 
big mammals, nesting birds, amphibians, fish, 
bumblebees, earthworms, bacteria and leaf lit-
ter decomposition.

These studies showed that at present the area 
hosts great biodiversity. In addition, they con-
firmed the general lack of big negative effects of 
current radiation levels on the animal and plant 
populations living in Chernobyl. All the studied 
groups maintain stable and viable populations in-
side the exclusion zone.

A clear example of the diversity of wildlife in 
the area is given by the TREE project (TRans-
fer-Exposure-Effects, led by Nick Beresford of 
the UK’s Centre for Ecology and Hydrology). As 
part of this project, motion detection cameras 
were installed for several years in different ar-
eas of the exclusion zone. The photos recorded 
by these cameras reveal the presence of abun-
dant fauna at all levels of radiation. These cam-
eras recorded the first observation of brown 
bears and European bison inside the Ukrainian 
side of the zone, as well as the increase in the 
number of wolves and Przewalski horses.

Our own work with the amphibians of Cher-
nobyl has also detected abundant populations 
across the exclusion zone, even on the more 
contaminated areas. Furthermore, we have 
also found signs that could represent adaptive 
responses to life with radiation. For instance, 
frogs within the exclusion zone are darker than 
frogs living outside it, which is a possible de-
fence against radiation.

Studies have also detected some negative 
effects of radiation at an individual level. For 
example, some insects seem to have a short-
er lifespan and are more affected by parasites 
in areas of high radiation. Some birds also 
have higher levels of albinism, as well as phys-
iological and genetic alterations when living in 
highly contaminated localities. But these effects 
don’t seem to affect the maintenance of wildlife 
population in the area.

The general absence of negative effects of radi-

ation on Chernobyl wildlife can be a consequence 
of several factors:

First, wildlife could be much more resistant to 
radiation than previously thought. Another al-
ternative possibility is that some organisms 
could be starting to show adaptive responses 
that would allow them to cope with radiation 
and live inside the exclusion zone without 
harm. In addition, the absence of humans inside 
the exclusion zone could be favouring many spe-
cies – big mammals in particular.

That final option would suggest that the pres-
sures generated by human activities would be 
more negative for wildlife in the medium-term 
than a nuclear accident – a quite revealing vision 
of the human impact on the natural environment.
THE FUTURE OF CHERNOByl

In 2016 the Ukrainian part of the exclu-
sion zone was declared a radiological and 
environmental biosphere reserve by the na-
tional government. 

Over the years, Chernobyl has also become 
an excellent natural laboratory for the study of 
evolutionary processes in extreme environ-
ments, something that could prove valuable 
given the rapid environmental changes expe-
rienced worldwide.

At present, several projects are trying to re-
sume human activities in the area. Tourism has 
flourished in Chernobyl, with more than 70,000 
visitors in 2018. There also plans for developing 
solar power plants in the area, and for expanding 
forestry work. Last year, there was even an art in-
stallation and techno party inside the abandoned 
city of Prypiat.

Over the past 33 years, Chernobyl has gone 
from the being considered a potential dessert for 
life to being an area of high interest for biodiversity 
conservation.

It may sound strange, but now we need to work 
to maintain the integrity of the exclusion zone as a 
nature reserve if we want to guarantee that in the 
future Chernobyl will remain a refuge for wildlife.

[the writer is Investigador Programa 
Ramón y Cajal, Universidad de Oviedo]

Corporations are funding health and nutrition 
research – here’s why you should be worried

Sarah Steele & lejla Sarcevic
theconversation.com
For the health-conscious consumer, 
it’s hard to keep up with the dizzy-
ing array of products on offer. Con-
sumers want unbiased information 
to help them make the right choices, 
and industry says it is listening and 
working with health researchers to 
provide better and more nutritional-
ly sound products. For academia, this 
can translate to serious funding op-
portunities.

Researchers and academics are 
increasingly being encouraged – even 
required – to get research funding 
from different sources, including in-
dustry and nonprofit organisations 
funded by industry. Generating in-
come has become as important as 
the quality of academic output in 
hiring, retaining and even firing 
academic and research staff. In 
public health and nutrition, howev-
er, industry money remains the sub-
ject of fiery debate.

Some see industry as a necessary 
source of research support. From this 
perspective, these partnerships 
give scientists a say in the re-
search, allowing them to improve 
health and well-being by collaborat-
ing with industry.

Corporate funding can pay for 
staff, conduct of studies, travel, publi-
cation charges and other research-re-
lated activities. These researchers say 
that we can better judge influence 
with clear conflict of interest state-
ments that reveal the nature of their 
relationship with industry.

Meanwhile, multinational corpo-
rations say they remain committed 
to principles that protect the public 
interest. After all, it is in their finan-
cial interest to do so. This thinking di-

rects how they fund researchers. For 
example, The Coca-Cola Company has 
pledged transparency, openness and 
commitments on social responsibility 
and research, stating that:

“In no event does The Coca-Cola 
Company have the right to prevent 
publication of research results. Nor 
does The Coca-Cola Company provide 
funding conditioned on the outcome 
of the research.” 

We sought to find out to what ex-
tent this was borne out in practice, 
questioning whether it funds re-
search and allows publication, even 
if the findings could harm its inter-
ests and profits. Can industry money 
really bring all these benefits while 
simple conflict of interest statements 
negate any influence?
WHaT INDUSTRy FUNDING MEaNS 
FOR RESEaRCH

Our research suggests that it isn’t 
that simple. We recently obtained 
Coca-Cola research agreements and 
email correspondence through free-
dom of information requests made 
by US Right to Know. We analysed 
five research agreements in an article 
recently published in the Journal of 
Public Health Policy. While contracts 
show that Coca-Cola does not control 
day-to-day conduct, it retains various 
rights throughout the process.

We found provisions in research 
funding agreements that could al-
low Coca-Cola to stop the research it 
funds at public universities in the US 
and Canada. Several clauses in legal 
documents give Coca-Cola the right 
to receive updates and comment on 
findings before research is published, 
and the power to terminate studies 
early without reason. Coca-Cola then 
holds rights regarding all the data and 
research, thereby potentially allowing 

it to deprive the public of this study 
data where the data is at odds with its 
commercial interests.

While these provisions mean 
some unfavourable results might not 
see the light of day, what about the 
studies we do see?

Research suggests industry mon-
ey does bias results and produce trou-
bling conflicts of interest. We know 
that while the studies may report no 
influence by the funder, they may get 
to comment on study design, presen-
tation of results and even acknowl-
edgement of funding itself.

In 2015, the New York Times re-
vealed that Coca-Cola sponsored re-
searchers whose studies played down 
the link between diet and obesity. 
Likewise, the Associated Press re-
vealed how a food industry trade as-
sociation funded and influenced stud-
ies which concluded that children 
who eat sweets have healthier body 
weights than those who do not.

Many experts in nutrition and 
public health suggest that the food in-
dustry is copying tactics from tobacco 
companies. Corporations can now de-
termine our health.
MORE TRaNSPaRENCy

To fix this problem, corporate so-
cial responsibility needs to be more 
than just shiny websites stating pro-
gressive policies that get ignored. And 
journals should require authors to 
disclosure research agreements with 
corporate funders so that readers can 
assess their influence on researchers 
and their work.

We would also like to see a regis-
try of all industry-funded studies that 
have been terminated. The lack of in-
formation on industry input and stud-
ies terminated before results are pub-
lished makes it impossible to know 

how much of the research entering 
the public domain reflects corporate 
positions. The research agreements 
we analysed suggest that if Coca-Cola 
wanted, it has the power to bury re-
search that detracts from its image or 
profits.

The Conversation asked Coca Cola 
to respond and it said that since 2016 
it had not independently funded re-
search on issues related to health and 
well-being “in keeping with research 
guiding principles that have been 
posted publicly on our website since 
that time”. The company said it had 
adopted these guidelines to address 
questions that arose when it was the 
sole funder of similar research.

It said that a list of health and 
well-being research funded by The Co-
ca-Cola Company dating back to 2010 
had been made available on its web-
site for nearly four years. It stressed 
that any research it had funded and 
disclosed on its site was conducted 
“in accordance with our publicly stat-
ed approach to funding scientific re-
search, including the fact that we do 
not have the right to prevent the pub-
lication of research results nor do we 
provide funding conditioned on the 
outcome of the research”.

But there remain concerns that 
– with the power to trumpet posi-
tive findings and bury negative ones 
– some big corporations could use 
funded science as an exercise in pub-
lic relations. It’s time we begin hold-
ing these powerful multinational cor-
porations to account for their impacts 
on our health.

[Sarah Steele is Senior Re-
search Associate, University of 

Cambridge; Lejla Sarcevic is 
Forum Senior Research Associ-

ate, University of Cambridge]



5SummitTIMES | 12 May 2019NeighbourhoodWATCH

to book 
advertisements in 

SummitTimes
call: 03592-208698, 

9734152541, 
9647102692

advertise
@summittimes.com

FIeldwork  REflEctIoNS

Why fear lightning? A Lepcha Tale 
RONGNYOO LEPCHA
As my friend and I were travelling to Chawang, North 
Sikkim, a lizard made its way into the vehicle and 
climbed on some of the passengers. They were scared 
and threw the lizard out as some of the passengers 
started laughing. Meanwhile, a Lepcha lady in the 
front seat asked them not to laugh sharply cutting in 
between and kept on murmuring that thunder would 
strike. We weren’t sure what she meant but we would 
soon know why laughing at any reptile was taboo for 
the community. 

Lepchas fear thunder profoundly and it is taboo 
to laugh at animals, insects and some inanimate ob-
jects as doing so is believed to bring upon the wrath of 
“Sader” or lightning. The root of this taboo goes back 
to the story of how the Lepchas came to fear the Sader. 

Once there was an orphan boy strolling in the for-
est in search of food and he saw a white snake amidst 
a huge jungle fire. As the boy watched the fire get 
close to the snake and it was on the verge of dying, he 
gathered a bunch of branches and started hitting the 
fire at one end. He was successful in making an open-
ing through the fire for the snake to pass through. 
Once the snake was out of danger, it took the form of 
a human and thanked the boy for saving his life, and 
as a payment of saving his life the snake asked the boy 
to come with him to his home and meet his parents to 
which the boy agreed. The snake took him to a huge 
lake. He then asked the boy to close his eyes tightly 
and hold on to his tail and no matter what not to let 
go of his tail. And upon reaching his home the snake 
instructed the boy that his parent’s offered him any 
wish in return for saving their son’s life, he must ask 
only for the puppy that sits beside the father and not 
anything else. The boy agreed and headed into the 
lake with the snake holding on to its tail. 

As they reached the bottom, it was a whole an-
other world a world of magical beings and spirits or 
what the Japanese would call a world of yokais. The 
snake told its parents how the boy had rescued 
it from the fire and saved its life. The parents ex-
pressed their heartfelt gratitude and demanded 
that the boy to ask for anything that he desired. 
And as the snake had previously instructed the 
boy, he asked for the puppy. Bewildered, the par-
ents asked the boy to ask for anything other than 
a puppy but the boy stuck to his demand. And 
rather than letting their savior go empty hand-
ed, the parents agreed and gave the puppy to him. 
The boy was sent back to the human world and as 
he came home and placed the puppy inside his home 
the puppy turned out to be a beautiful maiden who 

was actually the snake’s sister.  
The boy and the maiden started living together as 

husband and wife and soon the rumors of the maid-
en’s beauty spread like wild fire and soon reached a 
king of the nearby province. Out of curiosity one day 
the king himself ventured out to see this profound 
beauty. Upon seeing the maiden the king desired her 
more than anything and challenged the boy to com-

pete with him with the winner getting the maiden. 
The first task was a duel between roosters. The king 
brought his best fighter rooster and the boy brought 
a jungle fowl given to him by his wife. Both roosters 
fought intently and in the end the boy won the duel. 

Displeased by his failure the king threw in another 
task.

The second task was who among the two 
would be able to excrete the whitest stool. The 
boy grew very nervous and came and told his 
wife about the second challenge. The wife re-
assured him and started preparing for her 
husband’s victory. She filtered ash water in a 
bamboo container and made her husband drink 
it all. Soon he would have dysentery, emptying 
his stomach, next she went to the forest and 
brought wild yams which she boiled and made 
her husband eat them all. On the other hand the 
king made his men bring in all the rice, and pork 
fats available in the kingdom and are it. On the day of 

the competition both parties came and started excret-
ing. The king failed on this task since he was unable to 
produce white stool, whereas the boy was successful 
in producing white stool. 

Out of pure rage, the king ordered that they would 
battle for the maiden for three days. The boy was 
scared, came home and told his wife about the battle. 
The wife then came up with a solution. She asked her 
husband to go to her parents and ask for two boxes 
hidden in the treasury of the palace. He did as he was 
instructed but failed to complete the part where his 
wife had asked him to not open the boxes at any cost 
no matter how much noises came from inside the box-
es and out of curiosity he opened one of the boxes. Out 
came thunder (male) and asked “where should I hit?” 
and the boy replied “hit on the stones and the trees” 
and as the boy has instructed the thunder destroyed 
nearly all the forest on its way. The wife immediately 
knew what her husband had done and scolded him 
for his foolishness. 

Finally the day of the battle came and the wife in-
structed the husband that upon opening the box he 
must instruct the thunder to hit the king and his army. 
As he headed to the battlefield the king and his army 
laughed at him as a single pathetic man was faced 
with the king’s might army. So he was given the first 
chance to draw his weapon. The boy opened the box 
out came thunder (female) and asked “what should I 
hit?” to which the boy replied “hit all those who are 
laughing” and the whole army was turned to ashes 
with a single bolt of lightning. 

Thus the boy and his wife lived in peace thereafter. 
From that day onwards it is believed that the Lepchas 
mustn’t laugh at any living and certain non-living ob-
jects doing so would be calling thunder.

This may seem absurd to some and many have 
laughed at the explanations we give for observing 
the taboo, but it is something infused and internal-
ized in the culture. In case they make a mistake and 
laugh, elders take out few strands of hair from the 
middle of our head and burn it or throw it outside 
asking thunder not to follow us. Some even use the 
sader long (thunder stones) to bang on the pillars of 
the house saying I have arrived here first, so no need 
for you to come. 

The question remains that must we continue 
to follow this taboo in the modern world where the 
place for superstitions are shrinking or must we con-
tinue to observe what our ancestors have been follow-
ing till date? 

[The writer is a PhD Scholar, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, Sikkim University] 

sader long

Ban on NLFT, ATTF to 
continue for five years
agartala, May 11 
(PTI): The ban on the Na-
tional Liberation Front of 
Tripura (NLFT) and the 
All Tripura Tiger Force 
(ATTF) will continue for 
five years, a notification 
of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs said.

The notification is-
sued by the joint secre-
tary to the department, 
Satyendra Garg, on May 
9 which was made avail-
able here Saturday said, 
there is sufficient cause 
for declaring NLFT and 
ATTF as unlawful asso-
ciations with effect from 
October 3, 2018 for a pe-
riod of five years.

A tribunal was con-
stituted on November 15 
last year for adjudicating 
whether or not there is 
sufficient cause for de-
claring the NLFT and 
ATTF unlawful associa-
tions. But none appeared 
on behalf of either NLFT 
or ATTF during the pro-
ceedings of the tribunal 

on February 25.
The Tripura govern-

ment, Ministry of De-
fence, Intelligence Bu-
reau, cabinet secretariat 
(research and analysis 
wing) and the CRPF were 
consulted and recom-
mended for continuance 
of the ban on the two out-
fits. The Border Security 
Force too recommended 
declaration of NLFT as an 
unlawful association, the 
notification said.

The two outfits had 
indulged in killing of ci-
vilians, police and securi-
ty forces personnel in the 
state, extortion of people, 
including businessmen 
and traders, it said.

They were also in-
volved in establishing 
and maintaining camps 
in various parts of Tri-
pura and neighbouring 
countries for safe sanc-
tuary, training and pro-
curement of arms and 
ammunition, the notifi-
cation added.

Bishnupur: Candidate husband barred from 
entering constituency, wife pitches in to campaign
aMITaVa ROy
Bishnupur (WB), May 
11 (PTI): A school teach-
er by profession, little did 
Sujata Khan know that 
she would have to move 
out of her cushy world 
among children and 
get airdropped into the 
grinding heat and dust of 
electioneering.

She actively cam-
paigned for her husband, 
the BJP candidate from 
Bishnupur Lok Sabha 
seat Saumitra Khan.

Saumitra is probably 
the only candidate in the 
country who cannot enter 
his constituency to cam-
paign, having barred by 
the court from the limits 
of Bankura district, with-
in which his constituency 
Bishnupur is situated.

The Calcutta High 
Court, as a condition for 
granting anticipatory bail 
in connection with some 
cases against him, had di-
rected Saumitra not to en-
ter Bankura district.

The Supreme Court had 
allowed him to enter the 
district only on the day of 
filing nomination papers.

Saumitra, who was 
elected as a Trinamool 
Congress MP in 2014, 
left the party in January 
2019 to join the BJP.

“I left the TMC since it 
has ceased to be a party 
of gentlemen,” he said.

He claimed to have 
been slapped with crimi-
nal cases the day after he 
joined the saffron party.

Saumitra asked his 
wife Sujata, who has nev-
er been in politics before, 
to lead his election cam-
paign.

“My days started at 7 
am with padyatras, pub-
lic meetings and ended 
well-past midnight after 
talks with party leaders 
and workers about strat-

egy and planning,” Sujata 
said.

She was seen walk-
ing through villages with 
folded hands, seeking 
blessings for her hus-
band.

The scorching sun 
with temperatures hov-
ering around 42 degree 
Celsius has tanned her 
skin, but had little effect 
on her exuberance for 
seeing her husband sail 
through the battle on 
May 12, when the con-
stituency goes to polls.

“I have not seen 
my husband for some 
months now, but he 
keeps guiding me over 
the phone on where to 
go, whom to meet and 
the points on which to 
stress while speaking at 
public rallies,” she told 
PTI.

A posse of saffron 
party workers and sup-
porters walked with her 
as minidor pick-up vans 
carried life-size photos of 
her husband.

Saumitra claimed 
that his prospects of win-
ning has increased man-
ifold owing to his wife 
campaigning for him.

“Because of her pop-
ularity, top TMC leaders 
including Mamata Baner-
jee, Abhishek Banerjee, 
Anubrata Mondal and 
others campaigned for 
their candidate in Bish-
nupur,” he said.

A primary school 
teacher in Kolkata, Sujata 
seemed to have adapted 
quite well to the nuances 
of politics within a short 
time.

Asked how she coped 
with the new role, she 
said, “There is nothing 
more challenging than 
winning the hearts of 
people and nothing is 
harder than politics, I did 

have some anxiety about 
this in the beginning.

“But I had the confi-
dence that I will be able 
to win over the people 
who have showered me 
love and respect in the 
towns and villages where 
I went,” she said.

Sujata alleged that 
people were not allowed 
to vote in the 2018 West 
Bengal panchayat elec-
tions by the Trinamool 
Congress and claimed 
that this anger will be re-
flected in the Lok Sabha 
elections, when they 
hope to be able to exer-
cise their franchise with 
better security under 
central forces.

“This has been a 
blessing in disguise for 
us and is a big plus point 
for us,” she said.

Saumitra, who was 
then a TMC MP, claimed 
to have protested the 
district TMC leadership’s 
designs to “intimidate 
opposition candidates 
and voters” in the pan-
chayat elections. “But 
they did not heed my re-
quests.”

TMC candidate Shya-
mal Santra, who has been 
propped up by party chief 
Mamata Banerjee, claimed 
that the BJP leaders are 
like migratory birds and 
would go away after the 
votes are over.

Asked whether he 
considers the absence of 
the BJP candidate from 
the campaign as an ad-
vantage, he said that it 
does not matter who is 
campaigning and who 
not, as there are many 
candidates apart from 
him.

Santra said that his 
wife Pritikana is also 
holding roadshows and 
meetings in his favour. 
“This is a very big con-

stituency and family 
members need to partici-
pate in the campaign.”

Taking a dig at San-
tra’s wife participating 
in campaign for her hus-
band, Sujata said “seeing 
the huge response I am 
getting, he got his wife 
to address some meet-
ings, but the attempt has 
flopped.”

Mintu Mondal, a local 
BJP leader in Onda As-
sembly constituency, said 
there is an atmosphere of 
fear given the panchayat 
poll experience.

“If people can reach 
polling booths, they will 
give their answers in the 
EVMs,” he said, adding 
if central forces are pro-
vided adequately, people 
will have more confi-
dence.

Mondal said that ab-
sence of Saumitra has 
not affected the morale 
of party workers. “In fact, 
Sujata is doing better,” he 
said.

At Chingani, a village 
in the middle of Joypur 
forest, Ismail Dalal said 
that it is not that Hindu 
votes will go to BJP and 
Muslim votes will go to 
TMC only.

Denying any divide 
on religious lines, he 
said, “may be leaders say 
all these, but such feeling 
is not there among peo-
ple.”

“We bathe in the 
same pond, our children 
go to the same school 
and we have tea in the 
same shop,” said Kamal 
Hussain, a motor me-
chanic by profession.

The CPI(M) has field-
ed Sunil Khan, a former 
MP from Durgapur from 
1996 to 2009, following 
which the constituency 
was abolished following 
delimitation. 

Purulia: BJP emerges as force to reckon with as 
TMC hopes to ride on development to victory

aMITaVa ROy
Purulia (WB), May 11 
(PTI): In the villages of 
Purulia that are awash 
with summer hues, the 
orange palash flowers 
blend with political par-
ties’ symbols, even as the 
BJP’s ‘lotus’ and TMC’s 
‘grass and two flowers’ 
vie for attention -- and 
political space.

With elections in the 
constituency scheduled 
for Sunday, the saffron 
party’s lotus appears on 
the walls of many mud 
house, side-by-side with 
the Trinamool Congress’ 
symbol, signifying the 
BJP’s emergence as a 
force to reckoned with.

In some places, the 
tiger symbol of the All In-
dia Forward Bloc (AIFB) 
makes its presence felt as 
it roars from the red flags 
that can be seen from a 
distance.

Following its impres-
sive show in the 2018 
panchayat elections in 
Purulia, the BJP is upbeat 
about wresting the Lok 
Sabha seat from the TMC. 
Left Front constituent 
AIFB, which held the seat 
from 1977 to 2011, be-
fore losing it to the TMC, 
is also positive about re-
gaining its lost glory.

But TMC candidate 
Mriganka Mahato is sure 
she will win from Pu-
rulia for the second con-
secutive term. She is up 
against BJP’s Jyotirmoy 
Singh Mahato, AIFB’s 
four-time MP Bir Singh 
Mahato and Congress’ 
Nepal Mahato.

“The huge amount of 
development work done 
under Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, including 
roads, electricity connec-
tions and many welfare 
schemes, is there for ev-

erybody to see,” Mrigan-
ka Mahato told PTI.

She is a doctor who 
was brought to electoral 
politics by the TMC chief 
in 2014.

Large parts of Purulia 
became Maoist strong-
holds for a few years to-
wards the latter part of 
34-year Left Front rule 
in the state. Subsequent-
ly, the Jangalmahal area, 
which comprises for-
ested areas spread over 
the districts of Bankura, 
Purulia, West Midnapore 
and Jhargram, was freed 
from red terror by joint 
forces.

With the TMC govern-
ment ushering in ‘pari-
vartan’ (change) in 2011, 
smooth metalled roads 
have replaced the red 
soil-topped roads that 
used to turn into slush 
and pond-sized craters 
during the monsoons.

There have been sev-
eral development and 
welfare schemes and 
electricity has reached 
small villages in the area.

Life in the once ne-
glected district in the 
western part of West 
Bengal, bordering 
Jharkhand, is general-
ly better than it was 10 
years ago, said villagers.

But with change 
and development has 
come corruption and 
the wealth of a section 
of local Trinamool Con-
gress leadership has ris-
en manifold in just a few 
years, they alleged.

Amal Mahato, the 
owner of a small tea stall 
on the outskirts of Pu-
rulia town, said the the 
arrogance of the leaders 
is alienating people.

Admitting that a 
small percentage of local 
party leaders and work-

ers have become greedy 
in Jangalmahal, TMC 
chief Mamata Banerjee 
had said that action was 
taken against them and 
urged people not to turn 
towards an opposition 
party out of anger.

In a state with a vol-
atile political history, 
Purulia has been large-
ly free of poll related 
violence. But the 2018 
panchayat elections, in 
which the BJP emerged 
as the new opposition 
to the TMC, changed the 
scenario. At least 12 peo-
ple were killed in the vi-
olence.

While the TMC won 
234 seats in panchayat 
samitis in Purulia, the 
saffron party bagged 
142 seats, leaving the 
Congress with 33 and 
the Left with 25 seats as 
distant third and fourth 
place holders.

In the gram pancha-
yats in the three-tier elec-
tion, the TMC won 838 
seats, the BJP 644, the Left 
178 and the Congress 150.

The saffron party, 
with its RSS and Ba-
jrang Dal wings, appears 
to have made inroads 
among the indigenous 
people. The TMC leader-
ship also seems worried 
as a section of the influ-
ential Mahato commu-
nity is inclining towards 
the BJP, party workers 
said.

The BJP, which came 
fourth in the 2014 gener-
al elections, is the biggest 
challenger to the TMC in 
Purulia.

The seat was with the 
Forward Bloc since 1977 
till 2014 when TMC’s 
Mriganka Mahato de-
feated the Left party in a 
wave for the Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led party.

The TMC won 34 of 
42 Lok Sabha seats in 
West Bengal in the last 
general elections.

With Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi ad-
dressing rally in Purulia, 
the party’s candidate 
Nepal Mahato did get 
a boost but the party 
doesn’t stand much a 
chance of now, political 
observers and villagers 
said.

According to BJP can-
didate Jyotirmoy Maha-
to, “People are not with 
the TMC. They only have 
goons in their fold. The 
general public will resist 
if they try to loot votes.”

He claimed the Left 
has been wiped out from 
Purulia and most of their 
supporters have joined 
the BJP.

AIFB contestant Bir 
Singh Mahato, who has 
been a four-time MP 
from the seat, said the so-
called BJP wave has been 
artificially created.

“It has no proper 
leader in the constitu-
ency and its supporters 
have been left direction-
less, though the party 
had won quite a good 
number of seats in the 
panchayat elections,” he 
said.

TMC candidate Mrig-
anka Mahato said he ex-
pects a better fight from 
the Left which has a sup-
port base all over the 
constituency. The BJP and 
the Congress, he claimed, 
have only some pockets of 
influence.

“The BJP is using reli-
gion to divert the attention 
of people from the basic 
requirements of job, food 
and development, which 
it could not provide in 
the last five years,” he 
said.
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klopp backs liverpool for Premier league miracle
liverpool, May 11 
(aFP): Jurgen Klopp says 
Liverpool’s astonishing 
European fightback proves 
his side will not give up 
hope of winning the Pre-
mier League until Manches-
ter City have the trophy in 
their hands on Sunday.

Klopp’s team staged 
arguably the greatest 
comeback in Champions 
League history on Tues-
day when they thrashed 
Barcelona 4-0 to over-
turn a 3-0 semi-final 
first-leg deficit.

With an all-English 
Champions League fi-
nal against Tottenham 
set for June 1, Liverpool 
can pour all their ener-
gy into one last push to 
win their first English 
title since 1990.

The Reds are one 
point behind leaders 
Manchester City head-
ing into their final game 

of the season against 
Wolves at Anfield.

City will retain the 
title if they win at Brigh-
ton but a draw or loss 
for Pep Guardiola’s men 
would open the door for 
Liverpool to be crowned 
champions if they de-
feat Wolves.

Given Brighton’s 
lowly position, the odds 
are firmly on a City 
coronation, but Liver-
pool boss Klopp says 
this week’s astonishing 
Champions League dra-
ma showed anything 
can happen when the 
pressure mounts.

Not only did Liver-
pool author a fightback 
for the ages, but Tot-
tenham scored three 
times in their semi-fi-
nal against Ajax to go 
through on away goals 
after trailing 3-0 on 
aggregate with just 35 

minutes left.
“It’s been a week of 

big football moments. 
But from our point of 
view it could be a big 
football moment on the 
weekend -- the week 
is not over yet,” Klopp 
said.

“I think at the start 
of the week most peo-
ple expected me to be 
sitting here and saying 
‘OK, after not being in 

the Champions League 
final, it’s difficult to be 
champions’. Well now 
we are in the final and it 
is still difficult.

“We are not used 
to moments of glory 
but we win from time 
to time. Focus is not a 
problem. The only thing 
we can do is win this 
game.”

In virtually any other 
season, Liverpool, who 

have 94 points and have 
lost only once in the 
league, would have been 
champions by now.

Having secured 
successive Champions 
League final appear-
ances, the sting of fail-
ure will not be quite so 
sharp if Liverpool do not 
get a helping hand from 
Brighton this weekend.

But do not tell that to 
Klopp and his players.

Reflecting the to-
getherness and desire 
fuelling their remark-
able season, Klopp re-
vealed Mohamed Salah, 
Andy Robertson and 
Jordan Henderson will 
all play through the pain 
barrier against Wolves.

- ‘IT’S ONLY PAIN’ -
Salah missed the 

Barcelona game with 
a concussion, while 
Henderson (knee) and 
Robertson (calf) both 
suffered injuries in that 
match.

“The famous three 
words of this week in 
the dressing room is 
‘It’s only pain’. Very im-
portant for all the young 
lads to learn,” Klopp 
said.

Liverpool fans will 
be glued to their phones 
for updates from Brigh-
ton as the drama unfolds 
on Sunday, but Klopp just 

wants his team to focus 
on Wolves.

“Maybe our support-
ers shouldn’t celebrate 
the result before it’s 3-0 
for Brighton and 87 or 88 
minutes played, all the 
rest is only information, 
nothing else,” Klopp said.

The manager is still 
waiting for the first tro-
phy of his four-year Liv-
erpool reign, but that 
pales into comparison 
with his club’s near-
ly three-decade title 
drought.

When Liverpool last 
won the league, it was 
their 10th title in 15 
years -- a period of dom-
inance that came to an 
unexpected end when 
Kenny Dalglish resigned 
as manager in February 
1991.

In the barren years 
since then, Liverpool 
have finished second 

four times, most famous-
ly falling just short when 
Steven Gerrard’s slip in a 
defeat against Chelsea al-
lowed City to sneak past 
them in 2014.

While Liverpool have 
a special relationship 
with the European Cup, 
which they have won five 
times, this is a club raised 
on legendary boss Bill 
Shankly’s demand that 
“the league is our bread 
and butter, that’s the one 
I want”.

Winning their 19th ti-
tle would spark delirous 
celebrations across Mer-
seyside and, after what 
he has witnessed this 
week, Klopp senses one 
last miracle could be on 
the cards.

“Both teams have to 
win their games. That’s 
not sure (to happen) in 
the moment, so we have 
to focus on that,” he said.

Shocking! Bear tumbles off cliff into stream after 
being stoned by people in Drass area of kargil

Srinagar, May 11 
(PTI): A shocking video 
has gone viral on social 
media showing a brown 
bear tumbling into a 
stream from a steep 
mountain ridge after be-
ing stoned by people in 
Kargil district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, prompting 
authorities to launch an 
operation to trace the 
animal.

The eight-second 
video -- shared on Twit-
ter by former direc-
tor Tourism, Kashmir, 
Mehmood Shah - shows 
a brown bear being 
stoned by people in 

Drass area of Kargil dis-
trict in Ladakh region of 
the state.

The bear had 
climbed a steep moun-
tain ridge after being 
chased by the people 
from the nearby village, 
but fell into a stream 
after losing balance as 
stones were thrown at 
the animal.

The people could be 
heard cheering as the 
animal tumbled into the 
stream.

The incident sparked 
outrage on the social 
media as several people, 
including former Jammu 

and Kashmir chief min-
ister Mehbooba Mufti, 
termed it heartbreaking 
and inhuman.

“Heartbreaking & 
inhuman. Why invade 
their habitat in the 
first place?” Mehbooba 
wrote on Twitter while 
sharing the video clip.

Several netizens 
have demanded that 
the people behind the 
stone throwing on the 
animal be identified and 
brought to book.

After the incident 
came to the fore, the au-
thorities have launched 
an operation to trace the 

bear and are also trying 
to identify the people in-
volved in the act.

Deputy Commission-
er, Kargil, Baseer-ul-Haq 
Choudhary has ordered 
an inquiry and teams 
from the wildlife and 
other departments have 
been constituted to trace 
the brown bear.

“An FIR has been 
registered,” the DC said, 
adding they were also 
trying to identify the 
people who threw stones 
at the bear due to which 
it slipped into the stream 
and action would be tak-
en against them.

Dhoni credits bowlers for easy 
win over DC in qualifier 2

Visakhapatnam, May 
11 (PTI): Defending 
champions Chennai Su-
per Kings entered their 
eighth IPL final and 
skipper Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni credited the clin-
ical effort of his bow-
ing unit for setting up 
the platform for a com-
fortable win over Delhi 
Capitals in the Qualifier 
2 here.

Opting to bowl, CSK 
first restricted DC to 147 
for nine and then chased 
down the target with six 
wickets in hand, to set up 
a clash against Mumbai 
Indians in the IPL final in 
Hyderabad on Sunday.

“The crucial part was 
to keep getting wick-
ets. The credit needs to 
go to the bowlers. The 
captain only asks this 
is what I need. Then it’s 
up to them to figure out 
how to bowl, and they 
have to put in the hard 
yards,” Dhoni said at the 
post-match presentation 
ceremony.

“Thanks to the bowl-
ing department for 
where we are this season. 
I would have preferred it 
if the openers finished 
it off. Once they got the 
required rate below 6 an 
over, there was no reason 
to play big shots and get 
out. They did the hard 
yards,” he added.

Dhoni also lauded the 
entire CSK team for pro-
ducing a clinical perfor-
mance when it mattered.

“It’s the usual route, 
last year was the ex-

ception. The kind of re-
sponse from the boys 
today was brilliant. The 
way we batted to get 
140-plus runs was very 
nice,” he said.

“The spinners got 
some turn, and we kept 
getting wickets at the 
right time.”

DC captain Shreyas 
Iyer, on the contrary, 
blamed his batting de-
partment for the loss.

“We had a disap-
pointing start, losing two 
wickets in the powerplay, 
and it was hard to recov-
er from that. They have 
amazing spinners. But 
we’ve had a great sea-
son,” he said.

“None of the bats-
men took the initiative 
to take the team through 
and there wasn’t a part-
nership building. Dis-
appointing for us but a 
good learning.”

Iyer spoke about the 
pitch this season at their 
home turf -- the Feroze 
Shah Kotla Stadium in 

New Delhi.
“It’s something to 

think about (the Delhi 
pitch). We didn’t win too 
many home games, but 
we can’t complain about 
pitches. We’ve been prac-
tising a lot on slow wick-
ets. As professionals we 
can’t give excuses,” he 
said.

“I think we’ve learned 
a lot, looking at seniors 
like MS Dhoni, Virat 
Kohli, Rohit Sharma 
leading their teams. It’s 
a proud moment for me, 
standing with them at 
the toss. They talk to me, 
share their experiences, 
and that’s great for me.”

Shedding more light 
on his experience of lead-
ing the team, Iyer said: 
“I’ve heard Rohit and 
many of them talk about 
how difficult it is to be 
captain, and yeah, it’s not 
an easy job to do, but I’m 
happy to be the captain.

“Really proud of the 
boys. Loving the way 
we’ve gelled as a family. 

The coaches and support 
staff have been amazing. 
A lot more to come next 
season. We’ve found the 
base, now is the time to 
grow,” he said.

Man-of-the-match Faf 
du Plessis, who hit a 39-
ball 50 during the chase, 
said CSK’s experience of 
winning big games did 
the trick, even though 
they didn’t have a very 
good outing in the last 
phase of the tournament 
this season.

“We didn’t have the 
best run in the last five 
or six games, but we do 
have a lot of confidence 
as a team that’s won a lot 
of big games. We drew a 
lot of strength from that,” 
he said.

“Our strength is to 
get partnerships going 
and extend that, even 
if we take our time ini-
tially. We’ve got a lot of 
good batsmen down the 
order, and we back them 
to catch up with the re-
quired rate.

Fernandes commits to long-term deal with FC Goa
Panaji, May 11 (PTI): In-
dian Super League fran-
chise FC Goa Saturday 
announced that Brandon 
Fernandes has signed 
a three-year extension 
with the club.

The deal will keep 
Fernandes in Goa until 
the end of the 2021/22 
season, a media release 
said.

Fernandes was se-
lected by FC Goa in the 
2017 ISL draft.

In his first sea-
son as a Gaur, the for-
ward-cum-winger ac-
counted for 2 goals and 
4 assists over 17 games 
in all competitions as the 
club reached the semis 
in both the Indian Super 
League and the Super Cup.

Brandon had his best 
season in 2018/19 when 
he featured in 22 games 
for FC Goa.

His 6 goals and 6 as-
sists across all competi-
tions helped the Gaurs 
reach the final of the In-
dian Super League before 
lifting the Super Cup in 
April with Brandon scor-
ing the eventual winner 

in the final.
“Frankly, I just love 

playing for this club, 
playing for Goa. I would 
like to thank Sergio 
Lobera and the manage-
ment at the club for be-
lieving in me and helping 
me take my game to the 
next level,” Fernandes 
was quoted as saying in 
the release.

John Gregory extends Chennaiyin FC stay to 2020
Chennai, May 11 (PTI): 
Two-time Indian Su-
per League champions 
Chennaiyin FC Saturday 
announced that head 
coach John Gregory has 
signed a new deal that 
keeps him at the club 
till the end of the 2019-
20 season.

In his first season 
in India, John led CFC 
to a second ISL title in 
the 2017-18 campaign, 
helping them become 
the first side from the 
competition to quali-
fy for the prestigious 
Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) Cup.

And despite a dis-
appointing 2018-19 ISL 
campaign, Chennaiyin 
went on to finish as 2019 
Super Cup runners-up 
last month and currently 
occupy top spot midway 
through the 2019 AFC 
Cup group stage.

“It truly is a great 
feeling extending my 
stay with the Chennaiyin 
family. My journey so far 
in India has really given 
me the whole range of 
emotions and experi-
ence, after the ISL title 
triumph in the first sea-
son followed by the dis-
appointment in the same 
competition last season. 
And I feel I have some un-
finished business here,” 
said the Englishman as 
he celebrates his 65th 
birthday with the con-
tract renewal.

John was present-
ed with the esteemed 
League Managers’ 
Association (LMA) 
Special Achievement 
Award in May last year 
for becoming the first 
Englishman to win 
the ISL title. Then in 
July 2018 he was also 
awarded the ISL Coach 

of the Year trophy by 
the Association of In-
dian Football Coaches 
(AIFC) for winning the 
ISL in his first-ever 
coaching stint in India.

John and Chennai-
yin went on to endure a 
disappointing 2018-19 
ISL campaign, finish-
ing in the bottom spot. 
But the troops also 

bounced back under 
John’s watch and put 
together a memorable 
cup run, progressing 
to the 2019 Super Cup 
final where they lost by 
a narrow 2-1 margin to 
FC Goa.

At the same time, 
Chennaiyin made their 
continental bow under 
John’s guidance in the 
2019 AFC Cup. It has 
been a steady show so 
far with Chennaiyin 
currently in top spot 
midway through the 
group stage, with two 
wins and a draw. Chen-
naiyin have kept eight 
clean sheets in their 
last eleven games in all 
competitions and are 
yet to concede a goal 
in five AFC Cup match-
es, including the qual-
ifying play-off round 
against Colombo FC 
earlier in March.

Mumbai have upper hand over 
Super kings in clash of IPl giants

BHaRaT SHaRMa
Hyderabad, May 11 
(PTI): Familiar foes and 
the two most successful 
teams of the IPL -- Mum-
bai Indians and Chennai 
Super Kings -- clash in 
a mouth-watering final 
here on Sunday, following 
a rather eventful season 
that produced some un-
precedented moments on 
the field.

It can’t be disputed 
that Mumbai go into the 
final as the favourites, hav-
ing beaten CSK as many as 
three times earlier in the 
tournament including in 
the Qualifier 1 at Chennai 
on Tuesday.

However, statistics 
count for little going into 
the title fight with both 
teams being in the situa-
tion before multiple times.

Rohit Sharma-led 
Mumbai can certainly 
take confidence out of 
the fact that they have 
won three out of the four 
finals they have been 
part of, including the two 
against CSK in 2013 and 
2015.

For three-time cham-
pions CSK, who have 
entered their eighth fi-
nal, it has been another 
remarkable season after 
last year when they made 
a triumphant return hav-
ing serving a two-year 

suspension.
Whatever the outcome 

may be, the final here will 
add another memorable 
chapter to their longtime 
rivalry.

The way the entire 
season unfolded will also 
not be forgotten anytime 
soon by the fans and ex-
perts alike.

With World Cup begin-
ning right after the IPL, the 
league had additional sig-
nificance for tainted Aus-
tralian stars -- Steve Smith 
and David Warner -- who 
made a successful return 
after serving out one-year 
bans for their role in the 
ball-tampering scandal in 
South Africa.

Warner especially 
made a roaring return by 
amassing 692 runs and 
formed the most danger-
ous opening pairing this 
season alongside Jonny 
Bairstow. The left-hand-
ed opener, who is back in 
Australia for the World 
Cup preparation, is set to 
end as the tournament’s 
highest run-getter.

For India’s very own, 
Hardik Pandya and K L 
Rahul, it was also a tour-
nament to remember 
with both hitting top-gear 
ahead of the World Cup.

Having served a BCCI 
suspension for their 
outrageous comments 

on women during a TV 
show, Pandya and Rahul 
got their act together and 
proved match-winners for 
their respective teams.

Pandya is not done yet 
and expect him to deliver 
a match-winning perfor-
mance for Mumbai in the 
final. He and KKR’s Andre 
Russell elevated power 
hitting to another level 
with their sensational 
strokeplay.

Besides producing 
plenty of on-field mo-
ments to savour, IPL 2019 
had its fair share of con-
troversies. Amongst the 
ones that stood out in-
volved KXIP skipper Rav-
ichandran Ashwin and 
talismanic CSK captain 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

Early into the com-
petition, Ashwin trig-
gered a massive ‘spirit 
of cricket’ debate in the 
entire cricketing frater-
nity by ‘Mankading’ Jos 
Buttler who was back-
ing up at the non strik-
er’s end. There were 
some who backed Ash-
win’s act, while some 
were against it. The con-
troversial incident even 
attracted the attention 
of MCC, the custodian of 
game’s laws.

Two weeks later, none 
other than Dhoni’s con-
duct was questioned after 

he stormed onto the pitch 
from the dugout to dis-
pute a no-ball call. It was a 
rare sight of Dhoni losing 
his cool.

Umpires were at the 
receiving end again after 
making some poor calls, 
raising serious questions 
over the standard of Indi-
an umpires.

The issue of over-rate 
too will have to be taken 
into account while plan-
ning for the next season 
with some of the league 
games stretching beyond 
midnight.

Bringing the focus 
back to the final on Sun-
day, CSK will have to re-
draw their plans against 
Mumbai, who have beat-
en them convincingly 
three times this season.

Rohit and Co. have 
dealt with CSK’s spin 
threat smartly while 
other teams’ batsmen 
struggled against the ex-
perience trio of Imran 
Tahir, Harbhajan Singh 
and Ravindra Jadeja. CSK 
pacer Deepak Chahar too 
has been impressive with 
19 wickets so far.

Going into the Qual-
ifier 2, the lack of runs 
from Shane Watson’s 
bat was a concern but 
he regained his touch 
with a 32-ball 50 against 
Delhi Capitals.
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Facebook sues South korea data analytics firm
San Francisco, May 11 
(aFP): Facebook is suing 
South Korean data ana-
lytics firm Rankwave to 
make sure it isn’t break-
ing the leading social 
network’s rules, the US 
company said Friday.

A lawsuit was filed 
against Rankwave in a 
California State court 
in Silicon Valley to en-
force terms the company 
agreed to in order to op-
erate apps on the social 
network, according to di-
rector of platform and lit-
igation, Jessica Romero.

Facebook was inves-
tigating Rankwave data 
practices relating to ad-

vertising and marketing 
and the South Korean 
company didn’t co-oper-
ate with efforts to con-
firm it was complying 
with policies for all de-
velopers synching to the 
platform, Romero said in 
an online post.

Facebook suspended 
apps and accounts asso-
ciated with Rankwave, 
and asked the court to 
order Rankwave to abide 
by its rules for applica-
tions, according to Rome-
ro.

“By filing the law-
suit, we are sending a 
message to developers 
that Facebook is serious 

about enforcing our pol-
icies, including requiring 
developers to co-operate 
with us during an investi-
gation,” Romero said.

In a quarterly report 

last month that sent 
shares higher, Facebook 
said its profit in the re-
cently-ended quarter 
took a hit from setting 
aside billions of dollars 

for an anticipated fine 
from US regulators.

Facebook estimat-
ed that it would be hit 
with a fine of 3 billion to 
5 billion by the US Fed-

eral Trade Commission 
for “user data practices,” 
and factored that into its 
earnings report.

The FTC announced 
last year it was reopen-
ing its investigation 
into Facebook for po-
tential violations of a 
2011 settlement over 
privacy practices.

Over the past year, 
the social network has 
come under fire follow-
ing revelations of the 
hijacking of personal 
data of tens of millions 
of users by Cambridge 
Analytica, a consultan-
cy working for Donald 
Trump’s 2016 presi-

dential campaign.
A series of other 

revelations showed 
Facebook may have 
also shared more pri-
vate data with busi-
ness partners and ad-
vertisers than it had 
reported, and may 
have exposed some 
personal information 
that should have been 
secured.

At the same time, 
Facebook has been hir-
ing thousands of ad-
ditional employees to 
deal with issues such as 
hate speech, incitement 
to violence, and manipu-
lation aimed at voters.

Jaipur Foot transforming numerous lives across world: Naidu
Hanoi, May 11 (PTI): 
The ‘Jaipur Foot’ is one 
of the great scientific 
innovations from India 
that has transformed 
numerous lives across 
the world, Vice Presi-
dent Venkaiah Naidu 
said Saturday.

Naidu, who is in 
Vietnam on a four-day 
official visit, was speak-
ing at the inauguration 
ceremony of Jaipur Foot 
Artificial Limb Fitment 
camp at the Indian Em-
bassy here. 

The camp is being 
held under the India For 
Humanity’ programme 

to mark the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi.

Naidu said the Jaipur 
Foot has transformed 
the lives of thousands 
and helped them lead 
a life of dignity and be-
come productive mem-
bers of the community.

“It is an initiative 
that provides to the dif-
ferently abled persons 
a sense of freedom and 
mobility, a sense of dig-
nity and an ability to 
live life fully,” he said.

He said the partner-
ship between Indian 
Government and Bhag-

wan Mahaveer Viklang 
Sahayata Samiti (BM-
VSS), the world’s largest 
non -profit organisation 
for fitment of artificial 
limbs, is a partnership 
of “love and service”. 

“It is a partnership 
for compassion. It is 
a partnership to hon-
our the life of one of 
the greatest human 
beings of our genera-
tion, Mahatma Gand-
hi,” he said.

He expressed hope 
that many more such 
collaborative initia-
tives will be taken up 
by both the countries 

in the years to come.
Earlier, Naidu paid 

floral tributes and 
homage at the bust of 
Mahatma Gandhi in the 
premises of the Embas-
sy of India in Hanoi.

He also paid trib-
utes to Vietnamese 
revolutionary leader 
Ho Chi Minh at the Ho 
Chi Minh Mausoleum.

Naidu on Friday 
held wide-ranging 
talks with his Vietnam-
ese counterpart Dang 
Thi Ngoc Thinh to en-
hance bilateral and 
multilateral coopera-
tion.

Pak to continue talks with 
IMF on bailout over weekend
Islamabad, May 11 
(PTI): The talks between 
cash-strapped Pakistan 
and the IMF will contin-
ue over the weekend af-
ter the parleys between 
the two sides reached a 
deadlock due to Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s 
reservations over heavy 
taxation the people 
would have to bear, ac-
cording to a media report 
on Saturday.

Head of IMF Mission 
to Pakistan Ernesto Rigo 
is currently in Islamabad 
as the country hopes to 
strike a deal with the glob-
al lender for a three-year 
bailout package totalling 
around USD 6.5 billion.

We have made good 
progress in our discus-
sions with the visiting 
IMF Mission. Consul-
tations will continue 
over the weekend, Kh-
aqan Hasan Najeeb, 
the spokesman of the 
Finance Ministry, was 

quoted as saying by the 
Express Tribune.

Sources in the min-
istry of finance said that 
there were at least three 
main sticking points that 
led to inconclusive talks 
till the last day of the IMF 
visit. As of Thursday, the 
top management of the 
Ministry of Finance was 
hopeful to conclude the 
deal and the IMF team 
had planned to return on 
May 11, the report said.

But things went off 
the track after the IMF 
insisted on inclusion of 
some new conditions in 
the programme, which 
appeared unreasonable.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan also expressed res-
ervations over massive 
additional taxes burden 
that the nation will bear 
from July this year, pro-
vided both sides reach an 
agreement, it said.

Pakistan has accept-
ed the IMF’s demands 

of flexible exchange rate 
regime, withdrawal of 
subsidies, containing 
borrowing from the cen-
tral bank and reinitiating 
the privatisation pro-
gramme.

The talks remained 
inconclusive despite Pa-
kistan conceded to al-
most everything that the 
IMF asked for, the report 
said.

Pakistan and the IMF 
are engaged to finalise 
the bailout package for 
the past eight months. 
It was the second vis-
it by the IMF staff level 
team during the past five 
months that again could 
not conclude the deal 
within the due time.

The sources said the 
IMF has sent a draft of 
the proposed agreement 
to Washington for vetting 
that includes some new 
conditions which were 
not part of negotiations 
in the first round of talks.

Pompeo to visit Russia to discuss bilateral ties, arms control
lalIT k JHa
Washington, May 11 
(PTI): US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
would make his maiden 
trip to Russia next week 
to meet his counterpart 
Sergei Lavrov and Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin to discuss bilateral 
relationship between the 
two countries and a wide 
range of other issues in-
cluding arms control, 
Iran, N Korea, Ukraine 
and Venezuela.

Pompeo’s visit to 
Moscow and Sochi on 
May 13 and 14 comes 
days after US President 
Donald Trump spoke 
over phone with Putin 
for about an hour earlier 
this week over various 
matters, including Ven-
ezuela and a potential 
three-way nuclear deal 
that includes China.

An issue high on the 
agenda for their discus-
sions will be arms con-
trol. President Trump has 
made clear that he wants 
arms control agreements 
that reflect modern reali-
ty,” a senior State Depart-
ment official said on the 
condition of anonymity.

“These agreements 
must include a broader 
range of countries and 
account for a broader 
range of weapon systems 

than our current bilateral 
treaties with Russia,” the 
official said.

The official said that 
the two sides would have 
a full range of global is-
sues to discuss, including 
Ukraine, Venezuela, Iran, 
Syria and North Korea 
along with challenges in 
bilateral relationship be-
tween the two countries.

On the first day of his 
visit in Moscow, Pompeo 
will meet with American 
business leaders and US 
exchange program alum-
ni to hear their perspec-
tives.

He will also partici-
pate in a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier to 
honour the sacrifices of 
those who died fighting 
with against the Nazi 
regime.

Pompeo will  then 
travel to Sochi for 
meetings with Lavrov 
and Putin on May 14.

It is no secret that 
we have many areas 
of disagreement with 
the Russian Govern-
ment and the Secre-
tary will  have a very 
candid conversation 
about concerns in our 
bilateral relationship, in-
cluding Russia’s breach 
of longstanding arms 
control agreements 

like the INF, and Krem-
lin-backed attempts to 
meddle in US and other 
foreign elections, the of-
ficial said.

The official reiterat-
ed the recent remarks 
of Trump wherein he 
pushed for improving 
ties with Russia.

Noting that the Unit-
ed States is not the only 
nation having frank dis-
cussions with Russia, the 
official said that Euro-
pean allies and partners 
have stood with the Unit-
ed States in expressing 
their concern about Rus-
sian actions that threat-
en their shared commit-
ment to Europe that is 
strong and free.

We are not going 
to solve these issues 
overnight, but we are 
going to have we have 
to be engaging to cre-
ate opportunities for 
progress, he said.

Earlier this week, 
Pompeo had met Lavrov 
in Finland at the Arctic 
Council ministerial.

The Secretary of State 
had slammed Russia for 
“aggressive behaviour” 
in the Arctic and also said 
that “Russians must get 
out” of crisis-wracked 
Venezuela.

Responding to ques-
tions, the official said 
that the Trump Adminis-
tration has been clear all 
along that part of its Rus-
sia policy is in its interest 
to have a better relation-
ship with Russia.

The President has 
been clear, the Secretary 
has been clear on that. 
So where we have con-
cerns, we’re going to 
raise them directly, nar-
row those differences, 
and find areas where we 
can cooperate to protect 
and advance our inter-
ests, said the official.

Trump lawyer Giuliani threatens, then abandons, Ukraine trip
New york, May 11 (aP): 
Democrats denounced a 
plan by President Donald 
Trump’s personal attor-
ney to push Ukraine to 
open investigations that 
he hopes could benefit 
Trump politically, decry-
ing it as an overt attempt 
to recruit foreign help to 
influence a US election.

But Rudy Giuliani late 
Friday said he does not 
plan to go to the Ukraine 
because of concerns 
about who he would be 
dealing with there.

“I’ve decided ... I’m 
not going to go to the 
Ukraine,” Giuliani told 
Fox News Friday night. 
“I’m not going to go be-
cause I think I’m walking 
into a group of people 
that are enemies of the 
president ... in some cas-

es enemies of the United 
States, and in one case an 
already convicted person 
who has been found to be 
involved in assisting the 
Democrats with the 2016 
election.” 

His statement left 
many unanswered ques-
tions about what Gi-
uliani might do about his 
Ukraine concerns.

Earlier, Giuliani had 
said he would to travel to 
Kiev in the coming days 
to urge the Ukrainian 
government to conduct 
a pair of investigations: 
one on the origins of 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s recently con-
cluded investigation into 
Russian interference in 
the 2016 election, the 
other on the involvement 
of former Vice President 

Joe Biden’s son in a gas 
company owned by a 
Ukrainian oligarch.

Giuliani’s plan had 
seemed poised to create 
an unprecedented mo-
ment, that of the lawyer 
of the president of the 
United States seeking 
foreign assistance in 
damaging his political 
rivals. To Democrats, it 
was a blatant evocation 
of Russia’s meddling on 
behalf of Trump when he 
defeated Hillary Clinton.

“It’s stunning that the 
Trump administration 
is going down the same 
tragic path they did in 
2016 seeking help from 
a foreign government 
again to influence an 
American presidential 
election. It’s appalling,” 
said Rep. Adam Schiff of 

California, who chairs 
the House intelligence 
committee. 

He said Trump allies 
were indicating, “’We’re 
going to do everything 
short of what’s down-
right criminal. Ethics 
don’t matter. Patriotism 
doesn’t matter.’” Giuliani, 
a former New York City 
mayor who often acted 
as a smokescreen for 
Trump during the Muel-
ler probe, pushed back 
against the criticism.

“Explain to me why 
Biden shouldn’t be in-
vestigated if his son got 
millions from a Russian 
loving crooked Ukrainian 
oligarch while He was 
VP and point man for 
Ukraine,” Giuliani tweet-
ed at Sen. Chris Murphy, 
D-Conn., who criticized 

him. 
“Ukrainians are in-

vestigating and your fel-
low Dems are interfering. 
Election is 17 months 
away. Let’s answer it 
now.” Giuliani’s trip, 
which was first reported 
by The New York Times, 
would have been the 
most high-profile effort 
yet by Republicans to 
call attention to growing 
talking points in conser-
vative circles. 

They are trying to 
undermine the special 
counsel’s investigation, 
call into question the case 
against Paul Manafort, 
Trump’s imprisoned 
former campaign chair-
man, and wound Biden, 
the early Democratic 
front-runner in the 2020 
presidential race.

Trump orders raising tariffs on essentially 
all remaining imports from China

lalIT k JHa
Washington, May 11 
(PTI): United States 
President Donald Trump 
has ordered his top offi-
cials to begin the process 
to raise tariffs on almost 
all the imports from Chi-
na, US Trade Representa-
tive Robert Lighthizer said 
Friday.

This amounts to about 
USD300 billion. This is in 
addition to the Chinese 
imports worth USD200 
billion on which Trump 
increased the import duty 
from 10 percent to 25 per-
cent, beginning Friday.

“Earlier today, at the 
direction of the Presi-
dent, the United States 
increased the level of tar-
iffs from 10 percent to 25 
percent on approximately 
$200 billion worth of Chi-
nese imports,” Lighthizer 

said.
“The President also 

ordered us to begin the 
process of raising tariffs 
on essentially all remain-
ing imports from China, 
which are valued at ap-
proximately USD300 bil-
lion,” he said.

The process for public 
notice and comment will 
be published shortly in 
the Federal Register. “The 
details will be on the USTR 
website on Monday as we 
begin the process prior to 
a final decision on these 
tariffs,” Lighthizer said.

Expected to escalate 
trade war between US and 
China, the latest Trump 
move came as the Chinese 
Vice Premier concluded 
his two days of trade talks 
with the US team led by 
Lighthizer. 

In a series of tweets, 

Trump described the talks 
as candid and construc-
tive, but indicated taking 
a tough approach against 
massive imbalance of 
trade with China.

“Over the course of 
the past two days, the 
United States and China 
have held candid and con-
structive conversations 
on the status of the trade 
relationship between both 
countries,” he said.

“The relationship be-
tween President Xi and 
myself remains a very 
strong one, and conversa-
tions into the future will 
continue,” he added.

“In the meantime, 
the United States has im-
posed Tariffs on China, 
which may or may not 
be removed depending 
on what happens with 
respect to future negotia-

tions!” Trump said.
Tariffs will bring in 

“far more” wealth to the 
United States than even 
a phenomenal deal of the 
traditional kind. “Also, 
much easier & quicker to 
do. Our Farmers will do 
better, faster, and starv-
ing nations can now be 
helped. Waivers on some 
products will be granted, 
or go to new source!” he 
said in another tweet.

“If we bought 15 Bil-
lion Dollars of Agricul-
ture from our Farmers, 
far more than China buys 
now, we would have more 
than 85 Billion Dollars 
left over for new Infra-
structure, Healthcare, 
or anything else. Chi-
na would greatly slow 
down, and we would au-
tomatically speed up!” 
Trump said.

Shabana Azmi 
says news of 
leaving India if 
Modi becomes 
PM fake
Mumbai, May 11 (PTI): 
Shabana Azmi on Satur-
day slammed “fake news 
brigade” for attributing a 
false quote to her, which 
claimed the actor would 
leave the country “if Na-
rendra Modi becomes 
Prime Minister again.”

The actor, who is of-
ten been trolled for hold-
ing anti-majoritarian 
views and questioning 
the establishment, took 
to Twitter and called the 
news “pure fabrication.” 

“I’ve never said this 
and I have no intentions 
of leaving the country. 
This is where I was born 
and this is where I’ll die. 
I have nothing but con-
tempt for The Fake News 
Brigade,” Azmi said. 

In a series of tweets, 
the veteran actor wrote 
that the “fake news bri-
gade is pretty pathetic” 
and since they can’t talk 
about issues, they re-
peatedly sell lies so that 
people believe them as 
truth. 

“Their overdrive ex-
poses their fear at losing 
out...But they are falling 
flat on their faces be-
cause there are enough 
brave voices exposing 
them.” 

Azmi, 68, said her 
father Kaifi Azmi taught 
her to never treat her op-
ponents like enemies. 

“Maturity lies in dis-
crediting the argument 
with logic not discred-
iting the opponent by 
falsehood and innuen-
do. How I wish sane de-
bate would prevail rath-
er than the muck thats 
thrown on a daily basis.” 
PTI JUR
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EtCETERA

STOP AND SMELL THE FLOWERS! Peyton 
List & Bailee Madison celebrate the 
launch of the new Marc Jacobs Daisy 
Love Eau So Sweet fragrance at a pop-
up event in Venice Beach, CA.

the BIG
PIC

t
H

E
 D

A
Y

 A
H

E
A

D

Aries:
You generally enjoy your dreams, Aries, 
both the dreaming process and analyzing 
them later. But tonight you might have too 
many to keep track of. While you will prob-
ably recall the most significant ones, it may 
be frustrating if you forget any of them. This 
might be the day to start a dream diary, if 
you don’t have one. Have fun!
Taurus
Something you read today could have a dra-
matic effect on your life, Taurus. Pay partic-
ular attention to dream psychology. You may 
find an explanation for a recurring dream. 
The accuracy of the description could stop 
you in your tracks and make you anxious to 
read more. You’re right to be intrigued, Tau-
rus. You’re bound to learn more about your-
self as you study this particular area.
Gemini
Today you might work on your spiritual 
practice or studies, Gemini. You could read a 
book on the subject, attend a lecture, or prac-
tice some kind of discipline such as yoga or 
meditation. The only caveat is don’t try to 

do too much at once. You could tire yourself 
out. Concentrate on one thing at a time. The 
information will still be there tomorrow!
Cancer
Physical pleasure may be at the top of 
your priority list today, Cancer. You 
might want to go to your favorite restau-
rant and have a great meal, including 
wine, appetizers, and dessert. Or you 
might feel especially energetic and want 
to take your partner for a complete spa 
treatment. Whatever your desires, exer-
cise some restraint You can get too much of 
a good thing!
Leo
If you’ve been thinking about writing a 
novel or taking up oil painting, today is 
the day to begin. No excuses. You have 
just as much talent as anyone else, so 
why not use it? You might find it helpful 
to join a writing group or sign up for a 
painting workshop, if only to help you 
get started and stay motivated. Join a 
support group for artists. They will under-
stand.

Virgo
You’ve been hoping for a quiet day 
on the job, Virgo, but too many calls 
could come your way. You might have 
to juggle several at once. Don’t try 
to deal with every problem. Exercise 
your triage abilities and take care of 
the most pressing first. Let the others 
go, if necessary. You aren’t doing any-
one any favors by getting too distract-
ed. Even you can be less than thorough 
when overwhelmed.
Libra
Were you planning to go shopping today, 
Libra? If you can, put it off until tomor-
row. You could be tempted by too many 
items that seem wonderful in the store 
but are nothing but a bother once you 
get them home. If you must go, make the 
effort to bypass shops where you might 
fall into this trap. You don’t want to have 
to make a second trip to bring back re-
turns.

Scorpio
You look especially attractive today, 
Scorpio, and it’s doing wonders for your 
self-esteem. Even members of your house-
hold notice. But you probably feel more 
like staying in than going out. If you want 
a romantic partner to notice how you look, 
it might be a good idea to extend an invi-
tation to visit your home. You will get to 
stay in and still be admired by the one you 
love the most!
Sagittarius
Today, Sagittarius, you might want to make 
an unqualified declaration of love. That’s 
fine if you’ve been involved for a while, al-
though you could overwhelm your partner. 
If the relationship is new, beware! This could 
feel like too much too soon. Your friend 
could respond by backing away or even dis-
appearing. Use restraint or you might have 
the opposite effect to the one you want
Capricorn
A friend may offer you a gift today, Capri-
corn. It could involve money, favors, time, 
items you need, or something else. Be dis-

criminating about what you accept, and 
make sure you offer to reciprocate. Insist, if 
you must. As generous as your friend may 
be now, later he or she could feel used or else 
call in some favors that you aren’t willing 
to perform. Accept graciously, within lim-
itations.
Aquarius
The temptation to take center stage might be 
too strong to resist, Aquarius. Someone may 
ask you to tell a story. Your gift with words 
and vivid imagination should serve you 
well. Keep it brief. If you go on too long, 
your friends could fidget. Time your perfor-
mance by watching their expressions. Do it 
right and you will be asked to do it again.
Pisces
A gathering could bring you lots of good 
news and useful information, Pisces. The 
problem is that there might be too much. 
You will want to remember it all, but your 
memory may not be as sharp as usual. Be-
fore you attend a gathering, grab a notebook 
and pen. That way you can write down what-
ever you want to look into later.

Have advised athiya, ahan to be mentally strong: Suniel Shetty
Mumbai, May 11 (PTI): Suniel Shetty 
says he has advised his children, Athi-
ya and Ahan, to be mentally strong if 
they want to survive in entertainment 
industry. 

One the most popular action stars 
of ‘90s, Shetty says he is happy with the 
way his children are working on their 
careers. 

“I am proud of both my kids - Athiya 
and Ahan. They are good and respectful 
towards their work and other people. 
When the arc-lights hit you, you go blind 
and I have always told them to value 
their work and people. I have also told 
them to be mentally strong to handle 
failure, success is not a problem,” Shetty 
told PTI. 

His daughter Athiya was launched 
by his superstar friend Salman Khan 
with “Hero” in 2015 and was later seen 
in blockbuster comedy film “Mubara-
kan”. She will be seen next alongside 
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in “Motichoor 
Chaknachoor”. 

Shetty says Athiya has been receiv-
ing a lot of acting offers but she wants to 
do “quality work”. 

“She doesn’t want to do anything 
that is flimsy and controversial. She is 
leading a good personal and profes-

sional life but with dignity. Her next 
film (‘Motichoor Chaknachoor’) is really 
interesting, it is a beautiful film, it talks 
about actors and their talent,” he adds.

His son Ahan has been signed by pro-
ducer Sajid Nadiadwala, who is launch-
ing him in Bollywood with the remake 
version of Telugu hit film “RX 100”. 

The film, directed by Milan Luthria, 
will see Ahan paired opposite newcom-
er Tara Sutaria. 

“Ahan is lucky to have got a debut 

film like that. He has a great team from 
makers to writers to co-stars and oth-
ers. Now lady luck has to smile on him. 
He has to work hard so that the film 
does well. 

“He has to continue to work hard to 
grow and maintain success. If he doesn’t 
work hard and isn’t honest to his craft 
then stardom will disappear as fast it 
comes,” Shetty adds. 

Meanwhile, the 57-year-old actor 
has picked up a minority stake in Pune-
based online fitness community Squats. 

Over the years, Shetty says his ap-
proach and attitude towards fitness has 
changed. 

He says, “It is very encouraging when 
people talk about my fitness in a good 
way. But for me now fitness is more like 
a scientific thing earlier it was just like 
doing it for films. Now it is about main-
taining good health. I want to stay fit 
for my family. It is necessary to have a 
healthy lifestyle.” 

He believes a good physique also 
makes one confident and disciplined. 

“When you are fit and beautiful you 
are appreciated, you become more con-
fident. In this industry one has to be 
strong mentally than just physically.” 
PTI KKP

Hilary Duff, matthew 
Koma are engaged

los angeles, May 10 (PTI): Former Disney star Hilary Duff 
and singer-songwriter Matthew Koma are engaged. 

The couple shared the news on their official social media 
accounts. 

“He asked me to be his wife,” Duff wrote on Instagram 
alongside two pictures in which she is flaunting her ring. 

“I asked my best friend to marry me... @hilaryduff,” Koma 
captioned the same photographs on his Instagram page. 

The couple started dating in early 2017. They briefly broke 
up in March, but rekindled their romance in September 2017.

In June 2018, Duff announced that she and the musician 
were expecting their first child together. She gave birth to 
their daughter, Banks Violet Bair, in October.

Duff was previously married to retired professional hock-
ey player Mike Comrie. They share a seven-year-old son, Luca.

vidya balan to play math genius 
Shakuntala Devi in her next

Mumbai, May 8 (PTI): Actor Vidya Balan has been roped in to 
play the role of math genius Shakuntala Devi in her next, to be 
directed by Anu Menon. 

Set for summer 2020 release, the film will be produced by 
Vikram Malhotra-led Abundantia Entertainment. 

Shakuntala Devi, the mathematical wizard, was known for her 
ability to make incredibly swift calculations. Shakuntala’s genius 
was first discovered at the age of 5, when she solved a math problem 
for 18-year-old students. 

“I am extremely excited to play the ‘human computer’ Shakunta-
la Devi on the big screen. She was truly someone who embraced her 
individuality, had a strong feminist voice and braved many a naysay-
er to reach the pinnacle of success,” Vidya said in a statement. 

“But what truly fascinates me is that you wouldn’t normally as-
sociate a fun person with math...and she completely turns that per-
ception on its head.” 

Vidya said the team is proud to bring to life the story of “one of 
the most inspiring women of this country.” 

“How incredible that The Math Genius’, The Human Computer’, was a small-
town Indian girl, who took the world by storm,” she added. 

Menon said the “Tumhari Sulu” actor is an apt choice for the film. 
“Who else can capture the spirit of a woman like Shakunta-

la than the incredible Vidya. We have spent months together in 
script development and it’s been nothing short of exhilarating.” 

Menon has written the story along with Nayanika Mahtani 
with dialogues penned by Ishita Moitra. The film is scheduled 
to go on floors later this year.roshan Taneja, acting coach of 

Naseeruddin Shah, Shabana azmi, dies
Mumbai, May 11 (PTI): Veter-
an acting coach Roshan Taneja 
passed away Friday night after 
prolonged illness. He was 87. 

According to family sources, 
Taneja passed away at his residence 
in his sleep, “peacefully.” He was suf-
fering from pancreatic cancer. 

Taneja’s cremation will be held 
Saturday, 4.30 PM in Santacruz. 

Taneja was the former head 
of acting department in the Film 
and Television Institute of India 
(FTII) Pune. He later started his 
own ‘Roshan Taneja School of 
Acting’, here. 

He trained actors like Shabana Azmi, Om Puri, Naseeruddin Shah, Ranbir Kapoor, Anil Ka-
poor, Rakesh Bedi among others.

Azmi took to Twitter to pay homage to her teacher. 
“Late last night came the sad news that @RoshanTaneja passed away.He was my Guru at 

FTII and the only person whose feet I touched. I was privileged to be trained in Acting by him. 
Deepest condolences to Didi and the family. RIP Taneja Sir,” she wrote. 

Bedi also remembered Taneja and said he owed his career to the acting guru. 
A very sad day for me. My guru Shri Roshan Taneja expired yesterday. I owe my career to 

him. RIP,” he wrote alongside a picture of him with Taneja.

Don’t believe in showmanship 
of a child: Neha Dhupia

Mumbai, May 11 (PTI): Neha Dhupia says as a mother she likes 
to be private and does not believe in “showmanship of a 
child.” 

Neha and her husband, actor Angad Bedi, welcomed 
their daughter last year in November. 

“I’m not the type of mother who believes in ‘oh today 
my child learned this so watch it on a video.’ I don’t be-
lieve in the showmanship of a child at all. I don’t force my 
daughter’s videos on anyone,” the actor told PTI. 

She said she would want to raise her daughter exact-
ly the way she was brought up: fearless, humble and re-
spectful. 

“Before she was born, I was very fearless. Now I’m 
careful about myself, that I shouldn’t fall ill. I have be-
come a lot more fearful but I don’t let it trickle down to 
her. I want my daughter to be extremely fearless.” 

Neha was recently part of an interactive session with 
mothers as part of Bio Oil’s campaign ‘Unstretched jour-
ney’. 

The 38-year-old actor said they had a discussion on 
the beats of motherhood and had a “no pretence, heart to 
heart” conversation with each other about the emotional 
and physical changes one goes through. 

Neha said motherhood can be overwhelming and 
initially she was scared.


