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Flashflood tears into Passingdang, damages 17 houses

wangCHUk bHUtia
Dikchu, 28 Jun:

A swathe of 17 houses were damaged at 
Passingdang in Upper Dzongu, North 

Sikkim, by flash-flood that tore into the 
village on Saturday night at around 8:30 
pm. Fortunately, no casualties have been 
reported as the affected people were 
alerted by neighbours residing above the 
village who warned them of the swelling 
waters.

The entire village was in turmoil today 
with deep sludge having inundated the 
area and electricity, drinking water supply 
and road connectivity snapped.  

The affected families took shelter at 
the Passingdang PHC, it is informed, the 
safest location in the area.  

Area MLA, Pintso Namgyal Lepcha, 
along with DC North, TT Kaleon, Sr SP 
Ongmu Bhutia, Upadhakshya North, 
Theney Bhutia, DFO Territorial, Pempa 

Dadul Bhutia, SDM and BDO Passingdan 
along with the officials from line 
departments visited the spot today and 
took the stock of damages.

The district administration along with 
the area MLA today made arrangements 
for the affected families to be moved to a 
safer location for the time being.  

The DC also today directed the 
concerned officials to focus on immediate 
relief and restoration and assured that 

permanent restoration will be undertaken 
after conducting a proper survey.   

The area MLA highlighted that the 
danger of such a flash-flood has been 
intimated to the concerned officials in 
the past but has not received the required 
attention and follow-up.

The visiting officials also interacted 
with the affected families. The villagers 
have demanded immediate installation of 
floodlights in the area.  

The team also visited the Lingdong 
landslide today and interacted with the 
affected people there.  

The area MLA stated that the relief 
and restoration will be given priority. He 
further stated that all major restoration 
will be done as early as possible.  

Passingdang village has also been cut 
off by a litter of three major landslides on 
the roads. Repairs will take a few more 
days, it is informed.

COVID-19: India adds nearly 20,000 cases, highest single-day spike
New Delhi, June 28 (PTI): India 
recorded close to 20,000 COVID-19 
cases in a single day for the first 
time on Sunday, taking the tally to 
5,28,859, while thedeath toll rose 
to16,095,according to the Union 
Health Ministry data

The data updated at 8 am 
showed 19,906 new cases, 
while410 persons succumbed to 
the disease in the last 24 hours

This is the fifth consecutiveday 
that coronavirus infections have 
increased by more than 15,000. 
The country saw asurge of 3,38,324 
infections from June 1 till date. 

The number of active 
casesstands at 2,03,051,while 
3,09,712 people have recovered 
and one patient has migrated, 
according to the updated data

“Thus, around 58.56 per cent 
patients have recovered so far,” 
an official said

The total number of 
confirmed cases include 
foreigners.

According to the ICMR, 
acumulative total of 82,27,802 
samples have been tested up to 
June 27 and 2,31,095 samples 
have been tested on Saturday

Of the 410 new deaths 
reported till Sunday morning, 
167 were in Maharashtra, 68 
in Tamil Nadu,66 in Delhi, 19 
in Uttar Pradesh, 18 in Gujarat, 
13 inWest Bengal, 11 each 
in Rajasthan and Karnataka, 
nine inAndhra Pradesh, seven 
in Haryana, six eachin Punjab 

and Telangana, four in Madhya 
Pradesh, two in Jammu and 
Kashmir and one each in Bihar, 
Odisha and Puducherry.

Of the total 16,095 deaths 
reported so far, Maharashtra 
tops the tally with 7,273 deaths, 
followed by Delhi with 2,558 
deaths, Gujarat with 1,789, 
Tamil Nadu with 1,025, Uttar 
Pradesh with 649, West Bengal 
with 629, Madhya Pradesh with 
550, Rajasthan with 391 and 
Telangana with 243 deaths

The COVID-19 death toll 
reached 218 in Haryana, 191 
in Karnataka, 157 in Andhra 
Pradesh, 128 in Punjab, 93 in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 59 in Bihar, 
37 in Uttarakhand, 22 in Kerala 
and 18 in Odisha

Chhattisgarh has registered 13 
deaths, Jharkhand 12, Puducherry 
10, Assam and Himachal Pradesh 
nine each, Chandigarh six, Goa 
two and Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh 
have reported one fatality each, 
according to the Health Ministry

More than 70 per cent deaths 
took place due to comorbidities, 
it said

Maharashtra has reported 
the highest number ofcasesat 
1,59,133 followed by Delhi at 
80,188, Tamil Nadu at 78,335, 
Gujarat at 30,709, Uttar Pradesh 
at 21,549, Rajasthan at 16,944 
and West Bengal at 16,711, 
according to the ministry data

The number of COVID-

19caseshas gone up to 13,436 in 
Telangana, 13,427 in Haryana, 
12,965 in Madhya Pradesh, 
12,285 in Andhra Pradesh and 
11,923 in Karnataka

It has risen to 8,931 in Bihar, 
6,966 in Jammu and Kashmir, 
6,816 in Assam and 6,350 in 
Odisha. Punjab has reported 5,056 
novel coronavirus infections so 
far, while Kerala has 4,071cases

A total of 2,791 people 
have been infected by the 
virus in Uttarakhand, 2,545 
in Chhattisgarh, 2,339 in 
Jharkhand, 1,334 in Tripura, 
1,128 in Goa ,1,092 in Manipur, 
960 in Ladakh and 894 in 
Himachal Pradesh

Puducherry has recorded 
619 COVID-19cases, Chandigarh 
has 428, Nagaland has 387 
and Arunachal Pradesh 177 
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman and Diu together 
have also reported 177 COVID-
19cases

Mizoram has 148cases, 
Sikkim has 87, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands has registered 72 
infections so far while Meghalaya 
has recorded 47cases

“Our figures are being 
reconciled with the ICMR (Indian 
Council of Medical Research),” 
the ministry said, adding that 
7,839casesare being reassigned to 
states

State-wise distribution is 
subject to further verification and 
reconciliation, it added.

Rains pour havoc on West Sikkim

rUdra kaUSHik
Gyalshing, 28 Jun:

West Sikkim has been 
receiving heavy rain 

and reporting landslips, road 
damage and flashfloods from 
various places. Just about every 
water channel, from jhoras to 
streams, is breaking its banks 
and disrupting lives. Many 
families residing in sinking 
and landslide prone zones have 
been compelled to evacuate to 
safer locations and the people 
spent a sleepless night on 
Saturday. 

An under construction house 
of Kamal Prasad Bhattarai 
of Timburbung (Soreng 
Chyakhung constituency), 
allotted under Chief Minister’s 

Rural Housing Mission was 
damaged by a landslip. The 
courtyard and protective wall 
of the house were completely 
damaged in the slide and 
the house is on the verge of 
collapse. 

Meanwhile, a flashflood 
found its way into the house of 
Roshan Chettri in Timburbung 
forcing the family to relocate to 
a safer place.

A parked vehicle at 
Daragaon near Soreng was also 
damaged by a slide. 

The villagers of Tsong 
under Yuksam Tashiding 
constituency are also living in 
fear of a repeat of last year’s 
devastating flashflood. It may 
be recalled that many families 

of Tsong village were rendered 
homeless by landslides on 
08 November last year. The 
resettlement programme 
for the affected families of 
Tsong, although assured by 
the state government is yet 
to be initiated. The affected 
villagers who have returned 
are fearful again and some of 
them evacuated on Saturday. 

Road connectivity at some 
places of West Sikkim was 
also disrupted by landslides. 

The Pelling-Tashiding 
road is inaccessible due to 
a massive landslide near 
Fambrong falls. Tashiding to 
Gerethang road is also blocked 
due to a landslide as is Reshi-
Rinchenpong road.

SPYF wants Cipla to reinstate all 
terminated workers, withdraw case

Incommunicado Rastriya Sanskrit Sansthan led to 
Sanskrit Teachers being discharged from service 

SUmmit report
GANGTOK, 28 June:

Sanskrit teachers 
appointed by the 

State Government on 
the recommendation 
and approval by 
Rastriya Sanskrit 
Sansthan, New 
Delhi, with the aim 
to promote Sanskrit 
learning across the 
country on a monthly 
honorarium of Rs 
8,000 were discharged 
from service in Sikkim 
with retrospective 
effect from 01 April, 
2020.

Termination letters 
to this effect were 
issued by the State 
Government recently.

When contacted, 
Additional Director, 
Sanskrit Division of 
Education Department, 
HP Dhakal, explained 

that despite repeated 
requests and 
communication, the 
Rastriya Sanskrit 
Sansthan did not 
release payment for 
the 124 Sanskrit 
Teachers appointed at 
Secondary and Senior 
Secondary Schools 
here. 

The Ministry of 
Human Resource 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
Government of India, 
had initiated the 
scheme under the 
Rastriya Sanskrit 
Sansthan which was to 
bear expenses towards 
their remunerations.

The State 
G o v e r n m e n t 
meanwhile had 
made provisions for 
academic year 2019–

20 till the end of March 
and with the Sansthan 
playing truant the State 
Government decided 
to release them from 
duty.

As per clause 4 of 
the appointment of 
order in the event that 
RSS does not release 
payment for the 
appointed teachers, the 
Education Department 
can relieve them from 
the duty, it is informed.

Mr Dhakal said that the 
State Government had made 
provisions for Rs 89.28 
lakh for the 124 Sanskrit 
Teachers appointed in June 
last year. 

He said that the said 
amount has been sent 
to District Education 
Officers who will 
disburse it within 10 
days.

SUmmit report
Gangtok, 28 Jun:

Sikkim Progressive Youth Forum 
has demanded that Cipla 

reinstate all the employees it had 
terminated for their role in staging 
a protest demanding safe working 
conditions in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic when workers at the 
pharmaceutical unit were required 
to report for duty but not provided 
adequate safety gear or equipment. 

SPYF claims that while the 
services of 12 employees were 
terminated, recent media reports 
inform of only four having been 
reinstated.

The group adds that the company 
had also filed a case against 15 
workers alleging disruption of 
production. The terminated workers 
have been running from pillar to 
post demanding a fair enquiry, SPYF 
adds.

Nearly three months since the 
termination, on SKM’s labour wing’s 
intervention, the company has 
agreed to reinstate the terminated 
workers, the release states while 
adding that upon enquiry, SPYF 
found out that only four workers 
were reinstated. 

“It is bizarre and beyond 

understanding that how, among 
the 12 workers terminated for the 
same action, just four have been 
reinstated,” the SPYF release adds. 

The group is demanding 
unconditional reinstatement of 
the terminated workers and the 
withdrawal of the case.

“It seems by reinstating just 4 
workers and maintaining silence on 
the matter of the case filed in the 
court the Govt is not at all serious in 
the interest of the labourers and just 
wants to create a false impression 
to eyes of the public that the Govt 
is working in the interest of the 
workers,” SPYF adds.

It goes on to contend: “Everything 
is crystal clear the company is trying 
to terrorise workers against staging 
protest against its unrestrained 
exploitation of the workers. The 
termination of the workers is aimed 
to meet this end. The workers are 
innocent. To demand safety gears in 
the middle of the worse pandemic of 
the century cannot be a reason for 
termination. It is out-rightly unjust. 
The Government must stand on the 
promise it had before the election 
and such arbitrary termination of 
the workers must not be allowed at 
any cost.”

3 more COVID-19 cases in 
Ladakh; tally reaches 963

Leh, Jun 28 (PTI): Three more people tested positive 
for coronavirus in Ladakh on Sunday, taking the 
number of infections in the Union territory to 963, 
officials said.

All the fresh cases were reported from Leh 
district.

Thirty-two patients also recovered from the 
disease on Sunday, bringing down the number of 
active cases in the Union territory to 376, health 
department officials said.

Of the 376 active cases, 107 are in Leh district and 
269 in Kargil.

The disease has claimed one life in the Union 
territory, while 586 patients have recovered so far, 
the officials said.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

flat for Sale
4BHK flat, total area 2376 sqft

Ninety Bazaar, Near Paljor 
Stadium, Gangtok

Contact: 9563083895

land for Sale
Two plots available – 30X40 sqft and 

50X30 sqft JunkeriDara, SamlikMarchak
Price negotiable Contact: 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

general land for Sale 
Riverside land [General] along Ra-nipool-Rumtek 

Highway near Adampool,stretching from the 
roadside down till the river bank. Total area 

measuring 0.2348 Hectares [approximately 25,274 
sq ft].  Ideal for developing a Resort. Parties 

interested in purchasing the entire plot can contact 
9083826462 and 9832556698. 
Brokers will not be entertained.LAND FOR SALE 
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SKM opens block level 
party office at Lingmoo

SUmmit report
Gangtok, 28 Jun:

An SKM block level 
party office was 

inaugurated at Lingmoo 
under Rangang Yangang 
constituency today. 
The inaugural event was 
chaired by the party ’s 
area in-charge,  RK 
Basnet ,  and also 
attended by Bikash 
Basnet  (Confidential 
Secretary to  the CM), 
Tengayla  Bhutia 
(CLC president) , 
Denkila  Bhutia  (CLC 
Nari  Shakti)  and 

members of  CLC,  BLC 
and WLC, a press release 
informs. 

The party office 
has been provided by 
KB Chettri for free, it is 
informed. 

He was thanked by 
area incharge for his 
contribution. 

A brief meeting was 
also held during which 
ward level workers 
placed their grievances 
and suggestions. 
Suggestions included 
various developmental 
demands for Lingmoo. 

Chamling hopes for all-out efforts 
to alleviate Passindang’s woes

SUmmit report
Gangtok, 28 Jun:
SDF president, Pawan 
Chamling, expressed 
grave concern over the 
flashflood at Passingdang 
in Dzongu and landslide 
damages other parts of 
North Sikkim, today.

In a message posed 
on his Facebook page, 
Mr Chamling commented 
that the “troubling 

news” of the devastating 
flashflood at Passingdong 
“has been a huge cause 
for concern.” 

He has expressed 
hope that the State 
Government “will do all 
it takes to mobilize its 
machinery and reach out 
to the people as soon as 
possible.” 

“Let there be no 
short supply of relief 

materials and all kinds of 
help. The administration 
must never forget that 
the victims of such 
natural calamity deserve 
more than exemplary 
generosity. Nothing can 
really compensate for the 
loss caused,” he stresses.

He also directed his 
party colleagues to come 
forward and help those 
affected by the calamity. 

No damage to Teesta-V dam, NHPC claims
SUmmit report
Gangtok, 27 Jun:

NHPC today informed 
that the Teesta 

Stage-V dam has not 
taken any damage due 
to the landslide which 
collapsed on it shortly 
after midnight on the 
intervening night of 26 
and 27 June.

An official NHPC 
press release states that a 
slide had falled on the left 
abutment of the dam axis 
from a height of about 40 
meters. This had blocked 
access the Dam Control 
Room and snapped 
electricity connection to 
the dam-top. 

Civil and Electrical 
restoration works were 
initiated immediately 
and electricity was 
restored by 08:45am on 
27 June.

The dam has not 

taken any damage, NHPC 
informs, while adding 
that the dam “has been 
designed to withstand all 
such natural calamities 
and local villagers and 
the people living in 
the surrounding areas 
need not to be worry as 
the Dam is absolutely 
safe and necessary 
precautionary measures 
have been taken as a part 
of preparedness during 
Monsoon.” 

The release adds that 
even the Earthquake of 
2011 had not damaged 
this dam. 

The release adds 
that hooters have been 
installed at important 
places including at 
Singtam to alert people 
about release of water 
from the dam and the 
power house. 

To ensure safety 

of the people, NHPC is 
operating the reservoir 
at Dikchu with very low 
storage and monsoon 
water is released 
regularly depending on 
inflow of water into the 
reservoir. 

Because of 

continuous rain and 
shooting boulders 
from the top, the slide 
clearance work could not 
be started, the release 
adds. 

Power Station 
Disaster management 
team & Dam team are at 

the site with required 
equipment and once the 
weather improves, the 
slide removal work will 
start and connectivity 
to Lum village and 
other villages in North 
Sikkim restored, the 
release adds.

Cong wants order terminating 
services of 124 teachers revoked

SUmmit report
Gangtok, 28 Jun: 

Sikkim Pradesh 
Congress Committee 

today condemned the 
State Government’s 
move to discharge 124 
Sanskrit teachers from 
service as objectionable 
and inhumane.

The Education 
Department announced 
that it was discharging 
with the services of 
124 Sanskrit teachers 
working in different 
government schools with 

retrospective effect from 
01 April onwards. 

The party has further 
alleged that the SKM-
BJP alliance government 
has been breaking its 
election promises one 
after the one. 

On the same, the 
Congress has added 
that the recent office 
order was a betrayal of 
Sanskrit teachers and 
imperiling the future of 
their students.

An SPCC press release 
adds that the teachers 

had supported the BJP-
SKM combine in the 
2019 elections, but the 
government has failed to 
address the issue of ad 
hoc teachers so far. The 
release states that the 
failure of the government 
to protect these jobs 
reveals the double 
standards of the alliance 
government. 

SPCC has demanded 
that the government 
withdraw its office order 
in the interest of the 
affected teachers.

Pak’s COVID-19 tally crosses 200,000
Islamabad, Jun 28 
(PTI): Pakistan’s number 
of coronavirus cases 
on Sunday crossed 
200,000 after 4,072 new 
infections were detected 
in the last 24 hours, 
while 83 people died of 
the disease, taking the 
death toll to 4,118, the 
health ministry said.

Out of the total 
202,955 cases, 78,267 
were identified in Sindh, 
74,202 in Punjab, 25,380 
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, 
12,395 in Islamabad, 
10,261 in Balochistan, 
1,423 in Gilgit-Baltistan 
and 1,027 in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, 
according to the Ministry 

of National Health 
Services.

Eighty three patients 
died in the last 24 
hours, taking the 
number of fatalities 
to 4,118. Another 
2,805 patients are in 
critical condition, it 
said.

The ministry said 
that 92,624 patients 

have recovered from the 
disease.

A total of 25,013 tests 
were carried out in the 
last 24 hours, taking the 
number of tests in the 
country to 1,239,153.

Globally, there 
are over 9.9 million 
COVID-19 cases with 
more than 498,000 
deaths.

Autorickshaw driver dies after alleged police assault
Tenkasi (TN) June 28 
(PTI): Close on the heels 
of the death of a father-
son duo in Tuticorin 
allegedly after being 
thrashed by police,an 
autorickshaw driver 
here died on Sunday, 
days after being allegedly 
assaulted by the men in 
uniform.

The victim, 
Kumaresan, died at the 
Tirunelveli Government 
hospital on Saturday 
where he was admitted 
with injuries after being 
allegedly assaulted 
on June 12 and two 
police personnel have 
been booked in this 
connection, police said.

They said the 
relatives of the auto 
driver, aged about 25 
years, staged a road roko, 
demanding justice.

Police, who 
were holding talks 
with the people of 
Veerakeralamputhur 
near Alangulam in this 
district, said cases 
had been filed against 
two police personnel, 
including an Assistant 
Sub Inspector.

The deceased man 
had appeared at the 
local police station 
in connection with 
a dispute and soon 
after he was allegedly 
thrashed by the cops, 

the victim’s father 
had filed a complaint 
with the district police 
chief.

DMK President M 
K Stalin slammed the 
incident, asking if Chief 
Minister K Palaniswami 
has “handed over” the 
state to the police.

“..what is the chief 
minister doing,” he 
said on Twitter.

Meanwhile, in an 
another incident, a 
construction worker 
from Ettayapuram 
in Tuticorin district 
committed suicide 
after being allegedly 
assaulted by police.

His relatives held 

a road blockade and 
refused to accept the 
body.

Authorities held 
talks with the family 
members and after 
a compensation was 
provided, the agitation 
was withdrawn.

Earlier, in Tuticorin, 
a man and his son died at 
a government hospital 
after they were allegedly 
thrashed by police at 
the Sathankulam police 
station, before they 
were lodged to a sub-
jail.

P Jayaraj and his 
son Fennix, arrested 
for ‘violating’ lockdown 
norms over business 

hours of their cellphone 
shop, died at a hospital 
in Kovilpatti on June 
23, with their relatives 
alleging they were 
severely thrashed at 
Sathankulam police 
station by police 
personnel earlier.

The incident had 
triggered a national 
furore, leading to the 
suspension of five 
policemen, including an 
inspector and two sub-
inspectors.

P a l a n i s w a m i 
announced on Sunday 
that the government 
will hand over the case 
to the CBI for probe.

Batra calls for end to fighting within IOA
New Delhi, Jun 28 
(PTI): Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA) President 
Narinder Batra on Sunday 
appealed for an end to 
infighting within the sports 
body which even reached 
the upper echelons of the 
International Olympic 
Committee.

It started with a turf 
war between Batra and 
IOA secretary general 
Rajeev Mehta and 
reached a point where 
questions were raised 
about the validity of the 
former’s election to the 
top post.

“I appeal to all officials 
and members of the IOA 
to shun infighting, and 

work collaboratively 
towards the best 
interests of athletes and 
development of their 
respective sports,” Batra 
said in a statement.

The public spats 
between IOA officials 
reached the doorsteps of the 
IOC and the world hockey 
body -- the FIH -- with a few 
officials questioning Batra’s 
election as president of both 
the IOA and the FIH.

The power tussle 
between the key officials 
of the IOA began when 
Batra told Mehta that he 
wants to take over a few 
responsibilities from him 
to “share his burden”.

It gradually reached 

a level where vice-
President Sudhanshu 
Mittal sought an 
international inquiry 
into Batra’s election, 
a demand that was 
rejected by the IOC as 
well as the FIH.

Batra and Mehta have 
also been giving opposing 
views on the resumption 
of sporting activities in the 
country in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

While Batra expects 
the action to resume 
by October, Mehta is 
less optimistic and has 
asserted that athletes 
shouldn’t be rushed back 
to training or competition 
given the rising cases in 
the country.

Plea in HC for uniform procedure 
for arrests by police

New Delhi, Jun 28 
(PTI): A plea has been 
moved in the Delhi High 
Court seeking directions 
to the Centre, the AAP 
government and police 
to develop a “uniform 
standard procedure for 
arrests”.
The petition by financial 
economist Abhijit Mishra 
also seeks directions 
to the Centre, the Delhi 
government and the police 
to “make a comprehensive 
compensation policy 
and procedure for illegal 
detention and arrest” of any 
person.

The plea, filed through 
advocate Payal Bahl, 
further seeks that on being 
arrested a citizen should be 

provided all the documents 
related to his arrest, and 
his family or friends should 
also be informed about it by 
the police.

The matter is listed for 
hearing on Monday.

The plea also wants 
that the Delhi Police should 
make the arrest guidelines 
available at each of its 
police stations along with 
contact details of legal aid 
lawyers.

Besides that, the plea 
also seeks directions 
to the Centre, the Delhi 
government and the police 
to ensure that before 
arresting a person he 
should be informed 

about his rights under the 
Constitution and Criminal 
Procedure Code.

“It is respectfully 
submitted that till date 
there are no uniform 
guidelines or standard 
operating procedure in 
regard to the arrest of the 
citizen as published in the 
Gazette of India by the 
Government of India.

“Thus, in the absence 
of such guidelines or 
procedures creates an 
environment that leads 
to inadvertent abuse 
of power by the law 
enforcement agencies,” 
the petition said.
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Begin Your Day Better informed

‘Veeron ko Naman’ by Shantinagar 
Gaon Sudhar Samiti 

SUmmit report
Singtam, 27 Jun: 
Members of Shantinagar 
Gaon Sudhar Samiti met 
at the Badminton Court 
near Rani Khola Walkway 
today to discuss various 
topics related to the 
betterment of the society 
at Shantinagar, a press 
release informs.

President, Krishna 
Chettri, spoke about 
the State government’s 
‘Veeron ko Naman’ 
[Salute to the Brave] 
initiative to pay homage 
to Indian army martyrs of 
Galwan valley in Ladakh. 
The meeting observed a 
two-minute silence in the 
memory of the martyrs 

and lit candles to register 
their solidarity.

An awareness session 
against sale of liquor was 
also held. 

Panchayat Deepa 
Chettri from Shantinagar 
Ward No 5, Chisopani 

GPU spoke about the 
renewal of the trade 
license. 

SGSS president, 
Krishna Chettri, 
highlighted that there 
were many places of 
worship at Shantinagar as 

also schools and hostels, 
hence monitoring against 
illicit sale of liquor was 
required.

Ms Chettri also spoke 
about the importance 
of donating blood 
and several members 

volunteered to do so and 
registered their names 
for the same.

The meeting 
also passed several 
resolutions including 
making a proposal to 
the state government 
for the suggested land 
for the Shantinagar 
ICDS centre, 
Community Hall and 
SGSS Samaj Ghar. 

An application 
for the construction 
of a footpath from the 
donated land of HN 
Sharma to SGSS at NH 10 
to Rani Khola Walkway 
will also be placed with 
the State Government, 
the release adds.

Plantation drive by Samridhi Samaj
SUmmit report
Rangpo, 28 Jun:

Samridhi Samaj of 
Daragoon, Bhasmey 

Majhitar, East Sikkim 
carried out a plantation 
drive at the Teesta 
confluence below 
Majhitar. The drive 
was held on the theme, 
“Plantation Drive for 
Future Generations”. The 
Samaj planted several 
saplings of various 
different species and 
took an oath to continue 
the initiative.

Rateypani-Namthang returnees provided relief 
SUmmit report
Gangtok, 28 Jun:

On the instructions of 
Transport Minister, 

Sanjeet Kharel, Arun 
Gurung and Themba 
Sherpa provided relief 
materials to returnees 
moving from Facility 
Quarantine to Home 
Quarantine at Parbing 
under Rateypani 
Namthang constituency 
in South Sikkim today. 
The Minister is also the 
area MLA. 

Bihar govt’s irrigation plan for every farm
Patna, Jun 28 (PTI): The 
Bihar government aims to 
provide irrigation facility 
to every farm for which 
plot-wise survey would 
be carried out to make a 
correct assessment of its 
irrigation capacity, Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar 
said on Sunday.
The chief minister 
directed officials to 
conduct the survey in 
order to ensure supply 
of water to every field 

for irrigation purpose, an 
official release said.
He also asked them to 
carry out an assessment 
to find out the type of 
irrigation which is best 
suited for a particular 
area.

A plan should be 
prepared which should 
have data on the 
availability of water in 
a particular area, and a 
strategy for increasing it 
in the area, the release 

said.
Kumar gave 

necessary directions 
to the officials during a 
meeting where the Water 
Resources Department 
gave a presentation 
on ‘Utkrisht Sinchai 
Unnat Fasal Abhiyan 
and Baghmati Flood 
Management scheme, 
Phase-3B and 5.

Kumar also asked 
officials to explore the 
possibilities of inter-

linking of rivers.
Mentioning that 

a scheme should be 
formulated to utilise 
optimum level of surface 
water for irrigation, he 
said that ground water 
table can be increased by 
rain water harvesting.

Irrigation capacity 
should be augmented 
with the help of large 
and medium irrigation 
projects, he said.

The chief minister said 

that farmers are being 
given power connections 
through agriculture feeder 
for irrigating their fields 
at a cheaper rate.

The cost of irrigation 
is reduced substantially 
which is evident from the 
fact that it costs Rs 100 
for a farmer to irrigate 
his land with diesel while 
the same cost comes 
down to Rs 5 if it is 
irrigated with the use of 
electricity.

Trump’s brother asks another court to halt niece’s book
New York, Jun 28 (AP): 
Donald Trump’s brother 
has asked another court 
to halt publication of 
a tell-all book by the 
president’s niece, after 
his first bid was rejected 
by a New York City judge.
Robert Trump’s lawyers 
say the niece, Mary 
Trump, signed a legal 
settlement with several 
Trump family members 
nearly two decades 
ago that included a 
confidentiality clause 
barring her from 
publishing the book.

They said the deal 
included a substantial 
financial settlement for 
Mary Trump.

Surrogates Court 
Judge Peter Kelly 
in New York City 
dismissed Robert 
Trump’s request for an 
injunction Thursday, 
saying the court lacked 
jurisdiction to hear the 
case. Robert Trump’s 
lawyers filed another 
injunction request Friday 
in Supreme Court in 
Dutchess County, New 
York, where Robert 
Trump lives.

Mary Trump 
reaped the rewards of 
the agreement for 20 
years, and now seeks to 
breach the agreement 
by cashing in on a 
tell-all book, Charles 

Harder, lead attorney for 
Robert Trump, said in a 
statement Saturday.

The enforcement of 
voluntary contracts is a 
pillar of our legal system. 
This private dispute has 
nothing to do with the 
First Amendment. The 
settlement agreement 
related to the will of 
Donald Trump’s father, 
New York real estate 
developer Fred Trump.

Mary Trump is the 
daughter of Fred Trump 
Jr., the president’s 
elder brother, who 
died in 1981. An online 
description of her book, 
Too Much and Never 
Enough: How My Family 

Created the World’s Most 
Dangerous Man, says 
it reveals a nightmare 
of traumas, destructive 
relationships, and a 
tragic combination of 
neglect and abuse.

Her lawyer, 
Theodore Boutrous, 
said in a statement that 
the new legal filing “is 
yet another baseless 
attempt by the Trump 
family to obtain an 
unconstitutional prior 
restraint to block core 
political speech relating 
to the President.

Published accounts of 
the book’s contents say 
it contains an insider’s 
perspective of countless 

holiday meals and 
family interactions and 
family events, along with 
personal observations 
by Mary Trump, a 
psychologist, about her 
supposedly toxic family, 
according to court 
papers.

In court papers, 
lawyers for Robert 
Trump said the book 
also has been promoted 
as containing insight 
into the inner workings 
of the Trump family 
and allegations that the 
late Fred Trump and 
the president neglected 
Mary Trump’s father, 
supposedly contributing 
to his early death.

Coming soon, an e-marketplace only for tribal sellers
GAURAV SAINI
New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI): 
Tribal artisans will soon be able 
to sell their products at the click 
of a mouse with the government 
gearing up to launch a 
specialised e-marketplace for 
them this Independence Day.

“We will launch the 
website Tribes India e-Mart on 
Independence Day on August 
15. It will be similar to selling 
your products on e-commerce 
giants Amazon or Flipkart. The 
difference is just that it will 
be only for tribals, Managing 
Director of TRIFED Praveer 
Krishna said.

A trial run of the 
e-marketplace will continue 
from July 30 to August 14.

The government had set up 
Tribal Cooperative Marketing 
Development Federation of 
India in 1987 with an aim to 
provide fair price for products 

of tribals across the country.
The agency functions under 

the Union Tribal Affairs Ministry.
Krishna said tribal artisans 

will be trained and asked to 
register themselves as sellers on 
the website.

“The staff at our 15 regional 
offices across the country and 
state government officials 
working with TRIFED will train 
these tribals and help them get 
registered, he said.

The objective is to bring 
around 5 lakh tribal artisans 
online, thus connecting them 
to a larger national and 
international market, he said.

Around 5 lakh tribal items 
across 20,000 categories, 
including textiles, paintings, 
home decor items, jewelry, and 
metal crafts, will be available on 
the website.

The products of tribal sellers 
will undergo a strict quality 

check and a committee will fix 
prices for each item.

There will be local collection 
centres from where the products 
will be supplied across the 
country.

For every Rs 100, Rs 70 will 
go to the tribals sellers, Krishna 
said.

“We will start with around 
5,000 tribal artisans on July 30. 
The target is to connect 5 lakh 
tribal artisans to the platform 
and give them access to a larger 
market, he said.

“This is in line with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision 
of an aatmanirbhar (self-reliant) 
India. Our motto is ‘go vocal for 
local, go tribal’, he said.

The worth of a shirt they 
(tribals) sell in local markets 
for Rs 200 is Rs 1,000 in Delhi, 
Krishna said, explaining the 
economics behind the idea.

Best quality organic products 

will be delivered to buyers, who 
will have the option to return 
the item within 15 days if they 
are not satisfied with it, he said.

On Saturday, Union Tribal 
Affairs Minister Arjun Munda 
launched tribal products on 
Government e-Marketplace 
(GeM).

This will help government 
departments and officers 
purchase tribal products directly 
from the website without going 
through a lengthy process of 
floating a tender and receiving 
bids, Krishna explained.

With more and more people 
going online to meet their 
various needs be it for business 
operations, shopping and 
communication, an important 
strategic push has been to adopt 
an all-encompassing digitization 
drive to map and link its village-
based tribal producers, Munda 
said.

AFI to give certificates to technical officials online
New Delhi, Jun 28 (PTI): The 
Athletics Federation of India (AFI) 
has made available certificates 
of participation online for those 
who took part in its seminar for 
technical officials in April.

Nearly 1000 participants 
attended the AFI-South Asian 
Athletics Federation’s joint 
initiative held from April 25 to 30, 
which was touted as the world’s 
biggest online seminar of a single 
sport.

“We have led the way in the 

use of technology for information 
sharing and advancing knowledge 
among technical officials. In 
keeping with the demands of the 
current situation, we are making 
the certificates available online 
so that each participant can 
download his or her certificate,” 
AFI President Adille Sumariwalla 
said.

World Athletics President 
Sebastian Coe had delivered the 
keynote address on the opening 
day of the six-day seminar.

Withdraw statement on Galwan Valley: Gehlot to PM Modi
Jaipur, Jun 28 (PTI): 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Sunday 
asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to 
withdraw his statement 
at an all-party meeting, 
claiming that he had given 
a certificate to China that it 
did not intrude into Indian 
territory or capture any 
post.

“The prime minister 
should tell the people 
of the country what 
happened on the border, 
Gehlot told reporters at 
a video conference while 

referring to the Ladakh’s 
Galwan Valley clash 
between soldiers of both 
countries.

Twenty Indian Army 
personnel were killed in 
the clash.

The way the PM told 
the opposition at the 
meeting that China did 
not intrude into our land 
and capture any post, he 
knowingly or unknowingly 
gave a certificate to China. 
He should withdraw his 
statement,” the Congress 
leader said.

At the June 19 meeting 

to discuss the situation 
along the India-China 
border, Modi said, Neither 
is anyone inside our 
territory nor is any of our 
post captured.

The Congress later 
said the remark implied 
that there was no Chinese 
intrusion at all. The 
Prime Minister’s Office 
termed this a mischievous 
interpretation of the Modi’s 
statement.

The prime minister’s 
observations that there was 
no Chinese presence on our 
side of the LAC pertained 

to the situation as a 
consequence of the bravery 
of our armed forces,” the 
PMO clarified.

Gehlot claimed that the 
Chinese media welcomed 
the PM’s statement. He 
is the only PM whose 
statement is being 
welcomed by China, Gehlot 
alleged.

Gehlot also sought a 
clarification from PM Modi 
about why neighbouring 
countries are against India 
despite good international 
relations .

He said it is the right of 

the people of the country 
to know the actual status 
on the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC).

“Isn’t it a moral 
responsibility of the PM 
to take the people of 
the country in trust and 
clarify the status on the 
LAC,” he asked.

The Chief Minister 
said that Opposition is 
with the government 
and the PM without any 
pre-conditions but the 
situation that developed 
“despite good relations” 
is a matter of concern.
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Stand Up, Not Clamp Down
Sikkim needs to be brave, not prudish in 
tackling substance abuse and suicides

Sometime in early 2016, the Social Justice, 
Empowerment & Welfare Department was handed 

over a detailed list of what was expected of it. Most of the 
directions were routine reminders of what a Department 
with an elaborate, self-explanatory name like “Social 
Justice, Empowerment & Welfare Department” should 
have been doing all along. These included directions 
like working in close coordination with other related 
departments, preparing workable plans to make Sikkim 
malnutrition free etc. There were also some specific 
directions which one hopes the Department got working 
on. In fact, because the directions were issued more 
than two years ago, one hopes that some of these tasks 
have already been completed. For instance, one of the 
directions issued to the Department was to conduct/ 
commission a study on suicides and its causes in Sikkim. 
This was a necessary and welcome initiative, but since 
one has not heard any further developments on this 
count, the file to commission such a study is probably 
still being processed or maybe the study remains a work 
in progress or maybe it was compiled and submitted and 
promptly forgotten. 

Meanwhile, Sikkim continues to lose people to 
suicides. Worse still, it still does not know why the 
numbers are so disturbingly high. Hopefully, this 
newspaper is wrong in speculating that the study 
is caught in red tape; hopefully, the study has been 
undertaken and its findings submitted and are being 
deliberated upon. 

Further, the Department was also asked to 
come up with programmes to fight drug abuse and 
alcoholism with special focus on high relapse rates. 
That was also a welcome intervention, but not one 
as easily delegated as, say, a study on suicides. 
This one requires much wider collaborations, a 
stronger will to take criticism and a more resolute 
commitment to address the challenge. It would be 
unfair to expect bureaucrats in a transferable job to 
get so invested in a cause/ issue, and it is unlikely 
that a problem as big as substance abuse can get 
solved through departmental interventions alone. 
It is a good sign that the government is seized of 
the matter and is consistently making policy-level 
commitments reiterating its willingness to address 
the issue as was recently reiterated by the Chief 
Minister as well when he put on record that addicts 
and peddlers need to be tackled differently and that 
the mission against substance abuse needs to be 
more nuanced and compassionate. 

While this is a good place to begin from, it is never 
advisable for governments to get involved in all 
aspects of social interventions. As it is, there is too 
much government in all fields of activity in Sikkim 
and if even social responsibilities are passed on to it, 
what will the rest of the society contribute? Another 
important reason why the battle against substance 
abuse should not be led by the government is because 
government directives and orders lack the light 
touch  required to address a problem as complicated 
as substance abuse. One of the proposals on how 
to address the problem, for instance, was to expel 
students from school after three warning if they 
still consume alcohol, and expel them straightaway 
if they abuse drugs! Alcoholism and drug abuse 
while on duty by government servants was also to 
attract termination from service! Apart from the 
legal minefield that such diktats are walking into, 
they are also highly insensitive because surely, there 
must be better ways to end addiction and alcoholism 
than removing addicts and alcoholics from the scene. 

Sikkim needs to be brave, not prudish in tackling the 
problems of substance abuse and suicides.

Rethinking the K-pop industry’s silence 
during the Black Lives Matter movement
HYe JIN Lee
theconversation.com

As nationwide protests against 
police violence and racial 

inequality continue in the U.S., 
K-pop fans, famous for their 
social media savvy, are using their 
collective power to rally around the 
Black Lives Matter movement.

K-pop stands for Korean popular 
music. So far, fans have crashed 
police department apps and co-
opted hashtags. This highlights the 
subversive tools that have become 
part of the K-pop standom – which 
refers to the obsessive, dedicated, 
diehard fandom – resistance.

When K-pop stars BTS and their 
company, Big Hit, donated US$1 
million to Black Lives Matter, BTS 
fans mobilized in a #MatchAMillion 
campaign. They successfully 
reached their fundraising target in 
24 hours.

Big Hit was an outlier. While 
K-pop fans have received media 
attention for their support in the 
Black Lives Matter movement, 
the industry has largely remained 
quiet about what has become a 
global flashpoint. The silence 
from most of the K-pop industry 
stands out even more against 
the unprecedented number of 
businesses standing with the anti-
racism movement as a corporate 
strategy.

I’m a scholar of popular 
culture, and my research on K-pop 
shows how the K-pop industry’s 
conventional practice of shying 
away from political issues is 
currently being challenged by the 
more politically vocal and engaged 
fans at the moment of Black Lives 
Matter.

A HISTORY OF SILENCE
K-pop is generally understood 

as a particular style of music 
produced, distributed and 
consumed within the idol training 
and management system.

Under this system, Korean 
entertainment companies tightly 
control the images of the young 
K-pop stars and groom them to 
become “multi-entertainers” 
who can make various media 
appearances and potentially land 
numerous lucrative endorsement 
deals and partnerships with 
brands.

This goal requires K-pop stars 
to have a broad commercial appeal, 
secured through their exuberance 
and exhibition of values that the 

Korean public approve, such as 
humility, hard work, discipline 
and obedience.

The K-pop industry has a long 
history of staying out of political 
and social issues. Entertainment 
companies fear that getting mired 
in politics will hurt business.

Even when millions of Koreans 
peacefully took to the streets for 20 
consecutive weekends to demand 
the impeachment of ex-President 
Park Geun-hye for her role in the 
government corruption, the K-pop 
industry and its stars stayed mum.

K-pop’s transnational 
popularity, especially in East 
Asia, a region that has complex 
geopolitics and tensions from 
unresolved historical conflicts, is 
another reason the industry stays 
apolitical.

But due to the differing 
demands of the Korean fans who 
want their K-pop stars to advance 
Korea’s nationalistic causes and 
the international fans who want 
the K-pop stars to be sympathetic 
to their local causes, K-pop’s 
industry’s desire to maintain 
“apolitical neutrality” seems to be 
less tenable.

Even when K-pop stars avoid 
expressing their political views, 
geopolitical feuds between 
different countries in the East 
Asian region can lead to disastrous 
financial consequences.

The world saw the result of 
this in the aftermath of the the 
U.S. missile defense system’s 
deployment on the Korean soil. 
Worried that the sophisticated 
radar systems included in the 
system can track China’s own 
missiles, the Chinese government 
issued a stern warning that the 
deployment of THAAD will lead to 
a disastrous relationship between 
two countries.

When the Korean government 
failed to heed to that demand, 
China banned Korean 
entertainment and entertainers, 
leading many Korean companies 
to see their share prices to dip 
more than 15% within a month of 
those retaliatory actions.

K-POP IN THE STATES
With K-pop’s growth into a $5 

billion global industry, Korean 
entertainment companies’ 
collective silence on Black Lives 
Matter seems to be less of a viable 
option when issues of racism and 
social inequality matter greatly to 

the American fans whose passion 
and effective fan labor have been 
at the center of that global growth.

K-pop’s global success being 
indebted to Black music and 
fandom is another important 
factor to why the K-pop industry 
cannot ignore the social justice 
movements that are happening in 
the U.S.

K-pop’s influence from Black 
music such as hip hop, rap and 
R&B is a huge factor in K-pop’s 
transnational appeal. Lee Soo Man, 
the founder of SM Entertainment, 
has acknowledged the connection, 
saying that K-pop is “based on 
Black music.”

The founders of JYP, YG and Big 
Hit Entertainment have all publicly 
stated their influence from Black 
artists. The K-pop industry 
continues to draw inspiration 
from Black music by hiring Black 
American lyricists and producers 
to provide R&B style music.

K-pop’s breakthrough in 
the U.S. is largely attributed to 
its transnational fandom base, 
with Black fans contributing 
significantly to transform K-pop 
from a niche genre to a global 
phenomenon.

In fact, K-pop’s success in the 
U.S. was possible not because of 
a white, mainstream audience, 
but because a small, passionate 
group of K-pop fans – many from 
communities of color – discovered 
K-pop as they sought alternatives 
to the mainstream popular culture 
that continues to privilege white 
representation as the norm.

K-POP AS A POLITICAL TOOL
These fans are not political 

wallflowers.
American K-pop fans have 

held American journalists and 
mainstream media accountable 
when those journalists and outlets 
used racist stereotypes to cover 
K-pop. They have called out a 
white, Western record executive 
who expressed his desire to 
whitewash K-pop by creating a 
K-pop group without Koreans.

They have also challenged the 
racist and xenophobic actions of 
MTV when it created a separate 
category for K-pop artists called 
“Best K-pop” while excluding 
them from the main awards such 
as “Best Pop” or “Artist of the Year” 
for Video Music Awards.

For these American fans, 
K-pop has become a tool for social 

justice.
However, fans are also looking 

at this tool in the context of 
the K-pop industry’s – and the 
fandom’s – anti-Black racist 
practices as K-pop is being 
celebrated as a popular weapon 
for activism.

K-pop idols have a history 
of wearing cornrows, braids or 
dreads, performing in Blackface or 
making jokes about Black people.

Considering that K-pop is a 
product of systematic planning 
and controlled management, 
these anti-Black performances 
were done with the approval 
of the Korean entertainment 
companies. As K-pop fans in 
America and around the world are 
protesting for social justice and 
racial equality, they are also using 
the moment to reflect on K-pop’s 
practices of racism and cultural 
appropriation.

The current moment is one of 
reckoning for the K-pop industry, 
where the narrow nationalism of 
its apoliticism appears at great 
odds with its American K-pop 
fans’ demand for political and 
social change. 

TAKING A STAND
A significant number of K-pop 

stars have already publicly stated 
their support for the Black Lives 
Matter movement.

Korean entertainment 
companies that generally 
encourage their stars to refrain 
from political expressions as part 
of their management strategy have 
not stopped them from doing so.

In fact, on June 19, 2020, SM 
Entertainment, Korea’s biggest 
entertainment company, released 
an official statement on the Black 
Lives Matter movement. It took 
more than three weeks since the 
protests after the death of George 
Floyd and much prodding from 
American fans who have called 
out the company to speak out with 
#SMBLACKOUT movement for the 
company to issue its support.

However, this shows how the 
socially conscious and politically 
outspoken American fans can 
nudge the K-pop industry to 
become more political, especially 
as K-pop aims to stay global.

[the writer is Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Communication, 

University of Southern 
California, Annenberg School for 
Communication and Journalism]

Your childhood neighbourhood can influence 
how your genes work – new study

Helen fiSHer & aaron reUben
theconversation.com

Numerous studies have shown that 
children who grow up in more deprived 

neighbourhoods tend to have worse physical 
health as adults compared to those raised in 
more affluent areas. This is the case even when 
researchers take into account family income 
and education, and whether or not parents have 
major illnesses.

In order to address this health disparity, 
researchers need to understand how those living 
in disadvantaged neighbourhoods end up with 
worse health outcomes. Our team’s latest study 
has highlighted one potential way your childhood 
neighbourhood may influence your health for 
years to come. It might do so through changing 
how the activity of your genes is regulated.

Gene regulation or “epigenetics” is the 
process of turning on or off genes. It’s an 
important part of how our bodies develop over 
time. For instance, a certain group of genes are 
turned on to increase hormone production 
during puberty. We call the set of ways that your 
genes are regulated your “epigenome”.

We found that children who were raised 
in communities marked by more economic 
deprivation, physical dilapidation, social 
disconnection and danger, displayed differences 
from their peers in their epigenomes. This was 
in comparison to those who grew up in well-off 
neighbourhoods, which had cleaner air and were 
more socially connected, safe and well looked 
after.

The epigenome is made up of proteins and 
chemical compounds that can change the activity 
of our genes by attaching to segments of our 
DNA. This doesn’t alter the DNA sequence but 
instead influences how our genes work. It can 
turn on a gene so it produces certain proteins, or 
turn it off so it doesn’t.

These proteins play a critical role in our bodies 

and are required for the structure, function and 
regulation of our tissues and organs. Activating 
genes that were dormant can sometimes have 
devastating effects. For example, this can allow a 
cancerous tumour to grow. But turning off genes 
can also interfere with normal development, 
such as preventing bones from growing.

For our study, we looked at the epigenomes 
of around 2,000 children born in England and 
Wales between 1994 and 1995, who we have 
been following over the past two decades. They 
grew up in neighbourhoods representing the 
full spectrum of socioeconomic conditions in the 
wider UK.

We used diverse data sources to characterise 
the physical, social, economic, and health and 
safety characteristics of these neighbourhoods. 
These sources included local government 
and criminal justice databases, systematic 
observations of images from Google Street View, 
and surveys with other residents.

This information was then compared with 
epigenetic data derived from blood samples 
that study members provided when they were 
18. This is well before most people develop life-
limiting health conditions such as cardiovascular 
disease or type 2 diabetes. 

We found that in children who grew up in 
more disadvantaged neighbourhoods, there 
were already differences in the regulation 
of genes previously linked with chronic 
inflammation and the development of lung 
cancer, and with exposure to cigarette 
smoke and outdoor air pollution. This was 
the case even in those participants who 
didn’t smoke or actually have high levels 
of inflammation, both of which are known risk 
factors for heart disease, type 2 diabetes and 
cancer.

For example, participants raised in more 
disadvantaged neighbourhoods showed 
differences in the regulation of the CYP1A1 gene. 

This gene is thought to be involved in the way the 
body deals with chemicals commonly found in 
cigarette smoke and outdoor air pollution known 
as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.

These epigenetic changes put a person at 
greater risk of developing lung cancer. This means 
children from disadvantaged neighbourhoods 
might be more prone to the negative health 
consequences of exposure to cigarette smoke 
and air pollution. And this may put them at 
greater risk of developing poor health outcomes 
such as cancer later on.

Our findings lend support to the idea 
that gene regulation may be one way that 
neighbourhood disadvantage causes long-term 
health disparities. The findings also suggest that 
outwardly healthy children from disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods may enter adulthood wired 
differently at the cellular level, which may lead to 
poorer health outcomes later on.

This is in line with previous research, such 
as a study of over 1,000 older adults living in the 
US that showed people living in disadvantaged 
communities displayed differences in the 
regulation of genes linked to chronic stress and 
inflammation. Again, these have both been linked 
to poor health.

It’s not possible to know yet whether the 
epigenetic differences we saw in young adults 
are lasting or if they could be modified. That’s 
something we will continue to research.

But our findings are an important reminder 
that our genes and where we’re raised work 
together to shape our health. Based on our 
findings it may be essential to start taking steps 
early to alter the large disparities in health and 
mortality currently affecting disadvantaged 
communities.

[Helen Fisher is Reader in Developmental 
Psychopathology, King’s College London; 

Aaron Reuben is PhD candidate in 
clinical psychology, Duke University]
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Assam’s COVID-19 death toll rises to 10
Guwahati, Jun 27 
(PTI): Assam reported 
one more death due to 
COVID-19 on Saturday, 
taking the toll in the 
state to 10, Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said.
The man died at the 
Gauhati Medical 
College and Hospital 
while undergoing 
treatment for 
COVID-19, an official 
of the National Health 
Mission said.

In a tweet, Sarma 
informed that 567 
patients recovered 
from the disease and 
were discharged from 
various hospitals across 
the state.

Assam has reported 
6,919 COVID-19 patients, 
of which 4,814 have 
been discharged, a daily 

bulletin of the Assam 
Health and Family 
Welfare Department 
said.

It said the state has 
2,092 active COVID-19 
cases.

So far, 10 patients 
have died due to the 
disease, while three 
patients have migrated 
to other states, it added.

The state has till now 
tested 3,74,519 samples 

for COVID-19 across 
12 government-run 
laboratories and a few 
outsourced centres, the 
daily bulletin said.

It said the doubling 
rate of COVID-19 cases 

increased to 14.8 days on 
Friday from 7.9 days on 
June 11, when there were 
3,430 cases.

According to the 
bulletin, 28,574 people 
are lodged in institutional 
quarantine facilities, 
while the total number of 
persons now tracked in 
home quarantine stands 
at 1,26,861.

Assam saw manifold 
spike in COVID-19 
cases after inter-state 
movement through 
road, rail and air 
communication was 
allowed during the 
lockdown.

To screen all the 
people coming from 
outside the state, the 
government has imposed 
a mandatory institutional 
quarantine policy for 
everyone, barring few 
exceptions.

46 high-end vehicles seized 
for rash driving in Mumbai

Mumbai,Jun 28(PTI): 
The Marine Drive 
police in Mumbai have 
impounded 46 high-
end vehicles for rash 
and negligent driving in 
the last two months of 
lockdown and arrested 
47 people in this 
connection, an official 
said on Sunday.

The vehicles, 
including 33 cars and 13 
motorcycles, belonged 
to some businessmen, 
politicians and well-
off families from Cuffe 
Parade in South Mumbai, 
Bandra and other 
western suburbs of the 
city, he said.

The Marine Drive 

police registered 21 
cases for rash and 
negligent driving and 
arrested 47 offenders, 
the official said, adding 
that the accused got bail 
at the police station, but 
they have to approach 
court for the release of 
their vehicles.

“We seized these 
vehicles as motorists 
were driving in rash 
and negligence manner,” 
Marine Drive police 
station’s senior inspector 
Mrityunjay Hiremath 
said.

“Initially, they raced 
on the Bandra-Worli Sea 
Link.

Later, they started 

taking the empty Pedder 
Road and speeding on the 
Marine Drive early in the 
day and afternoons. They 
used to race between the 
Mafatlal Club and the Air 
India Building where we 
had ‘nakabandi’ (road 
blockades),” he said.

Cases were registered 
against the offenders 
under Indian Penal Code 
Sections 188 (disobeying 
order duly promulgated 
by public servant), 269 
(negligent act likely to 
spread infection of disease 
dangerous to life), 336 
and 337 (causing hurt by 
act endangering life or 
personal safety of others), 
he added.

3 more test COVID-19 positive 
in Mizoram; count rises to 151

AIzAWL, JUN 28 (PTI): 
Three more persons 
have tested positive 
for COVID-19 in 
Mizoram, taking the 
northeastern state’s 
tally to 151 on Sunday, 
officials said.

Two of the new 
patients are from 
Mamit district and 
one is from Aizawl, a 
statement issued by 
the state Information 
and Public Relations 

Department said.
Two of them 

had returned from 
Maharashtra and one 
from Delhi, it said, adding 
their condition is out of 
danger.

Of the 151 cases, 
96 are active while 55 
people have recovered.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Health Minister Dr 
R Lalthangliana said 
testing of samples 
of all returnees to 

the state is “almost 
complete”.

Around 2,000 
residents are yet to 
return to the state, he 
said.

At least 2,424 people 
have been placed under 
institutional quarantine 
in the state, officials said.

The lockdown 
imposed in the state to 
contain the spread of 
COVID-19 is scheduled to 
end on June 30.

28 new COVID-19 cases in Nagaland; tally rises to 415
Kohima, Jun 28 (PTI): 
Nagaland reported 28 
new COVID-19 cases 
on Sunday, taking the 
northeast state’s tally to 
415, Health and Family 
Welfare Minister S 
Pangnyu Phom said.

Of the total 415 cases, 
251 are active as 164 
people have recovered 
from the deadly virus.

A total of 28 fresh 
COVID-19 cases were 
reported out of 624 
samples tested on 

Sunday, said the Health 
and Family Welfare 
minister.

The new cases were 
reported from Dimapur 
district 20, three each 
from Kohima and Mon 
districts, and two from 

Peren district, he said.
The district-wise 

confirmed COVID-19 
cases include Dimapur 
183, Peren 88, Kohima 
94, Mon 38, Tuensang 8, 
Zunheboto 3, and one in 
Phek district, according 

to data released by the 
Health Department.

Four other districts of 
the state - Mokokchung, 
Longleng, Kiphire 
and Wokha - have not 
reported any COVID-19 
case till date.

Military service should be compulsory for 
government jobs, big businessmen, and leaders

ViewPoint

priyanka SaUrabH

Now it is time to make army service 
compulsory for government employees 

and those earning more than Rs 5 lakh. So 
that patriotic slogans come out in real color 
and everyone knows how a military country 
is beating?? Forgetting everything that is 
sacrificed for the soil of the homeland. The 
years of Army service should be determined 
based on income tax lines and reservations. 
Every countryman must get a chance to do 
border service so that there is no movement 
that I did not get this opportunity. No one 
was sitting on the dharna. This should be 
the first condition for living in this country 
for groups A and B and families with income 
above 12 lakhs.

Those who enjoy the food and wealth 
of the country by filling the country’s 
money in their coffers also need to realize 
how precious the particles here are. The 
first condition for contesting elections for 
the ultimate social service politicians who 
have made a name for themselves in the 
politics of the country from the streets and 
neighborhoods is the military certificate so 
that while speaking from the platform, only 
the spirit of country service flows in their 
emotions. The only slogan echoing from the 
pandal is this country of heroic soldiers. I 
believe that if this happens then corruption, 
nepotism, protests, street fights will end in 
our country. In  army, sisters will see brother 
and mother will see son. Everyone’s intellect 
will come to rest. A wave of sympathy will 
run which will strengthen the threads of 
love by eliminating the feeling of you and 
me.

It is not that this experiment is new in 
the world where it is, they are not afraid 
of anyone. Even the akkas of the world, the 
air of grandfathers is expelled in a pinch. 

Why not? The air also enters the borders of 
the country whose border guard is the Son 
of the soil. Look at the quote from Israel 
which shows the eye sitting next to America 
whenever it wants. Military service is 
compulsory for both men and women. Males 
serve in the Israeli Defense Forces for three 
years and females for about two years. This 
applies to all Israeli citizens living abroad. 
New immigrants and some religious groups 
are simply given exemptions on medical 
grounds, but without Army service, they do 
not get that social status there. Russia has a 
similar law, which is why the US and China 
are trembling ahead of it.

With this, the security of the country 
will be strengthened and at the same time, 
a new round of social equality will be filled. 
Soon you will see the same name instead of 
caste tag on cars and other vehicles, this is 
my India. What days will they be? Imagine. 
When everyone’s sorrows and joys are 
the same, no one will say that I did not get 
this, he got it and the rich family who have 
been savoring the wealth here for years, 
whose son has not gone to serve at the 
border, who has paper flowers. They are 
printing pictures in the newspapers. They 
do not consider human beings to be human 
beings, they will also know that the open 
air in which you are breathing did not reach 
you just like that. For him, Bhagat Singh of 
a mother, in her youth, sacrificing the holy 
love of her innocent lover, has kissed the 
gallows to save the life of mother India.

According to a report, half of the 
applications for jobs in all government 
departments, from Indian Railways, come to 
the army. The focus of the people is to get 
a government job but not to join the army 
to serve the country. If military service is 
made compulsory for entering government 

jobs and politics, then it will also be able to 
meet the shortage of personnel in the armed 
forces and at the same time, the leaders will 
be aware of what is right and what is wrong. 
Businessmen and traders will have the 
impression that they have something special 
to do besides the safe.

However, the Indian Army has prepared 
a plan to provide training to the common 
people. The Indian Army is working on a 
proposal according to which ordinary young 
people can join the Army for three years. 
This scheme has been named as Tour of Duty. 
This model will be similar to the existing 
short service commission under which it 
recruits youth for an initial tenure of 10 to 
14 years. If the proposal is approved, the 
army can implement it. However, the TOD 
model will not have a rule like compulsory 
military service. According to the Indian 
Army, if the proposal is approved, the system 
will be completely voluntary. The rules of 
the selection process will not be reduced in 
this. But if the Indian government inevitably 
brings it, there will be no compromise 
with Army quality. People will go to Army 
Services with enthusiasm and mind.

O, my countrymen! Now wake up and 
watch. Where are we living to Experience 
the courtyard in which the military family 
has just wrapped in the tricolor and reached 
their heroic grandson, everyone’s eyes 
are moist. There is just silence. If all these 
pictures make you cry or tremble inside, 
then you have no right to live in the soil of 
my country. The tricolor in your emotions 
and not the border of this country in your 
eyes, then you are a burden on this country. 
Repay the debt of mother India and fill us 
up, talk to the government of the country, 
and tweet that Army service is one of our 
rights and implement it immediately.

Biden campaign says 36% of senior staff are people of colour
Washington, Jun 28 (AP): 
Joe Biden’s campaign 
says a little more than a 
third of its senior staff 
are people of colour, 
sharing staff diversity 
data after facing 
pressure to answer 
questions on the issue.

The campaign said 
that 36 per cent of its 
senior staff are people 
of colour, but did not 
disclose how much of 
its overall campaign 
staff are people of 
colour. The campaign 
also noted that women 
are in the majority of 
both the campaign’s 
senior staff and its full 
staff.

The candidate has 
faced warnings from 
activists that he must 
be careful not to take 
the Black community 

for granted. Black 
voters helped deliver 
him the nomination, and 
will be key to his White 
House hopes this fall.

The Biden campaign 
released the data 
after the presumptive 
Democratic nominee 
was pressed at a forum 
on Asian American and 
Pacific Islander issues.

You know, the fact 
of the matter is, we 
have a very diverse 
staff. And we have a 
diverse staff that goes 
across the board and 
high-level and senior 
positions. So I will 
make sure we release 
it to you, and it does 
include AAPI members 
as well as a significant 
number of African 
Americans, significant 
number of women and 

Latinos, Biden told the 
moderator.

Biden has faced 
questions over the 
diversity of his staff since 
the Democratic primary, 
but the questions have 

reemerged in recent 
weeks as the nation has 
plunged into a discussion 
surrounding systemic 
racism and criminal 
justice reform.

Biden has promised 

his administration will 
“look like America,” and 
has pledged to choose a 
woman as his running 
mate and a black woman 
as his first Supreme 
Court nominee.
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United needs extra time to reach 
FA Cup semis; Wolves in 5th

London, Jun 28 (AP): 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
stayed on course for next 
season’s Champions League by 
beating Aston Villa 1-0, while 
Manchester United scraped 
past 10-man Norwich 2-1 in 
extra time to reach the FA Cup 
semifinals.

Norwich goalie Tim Krul 
made five saves after defender 
Timm Klose’s sending off in 
the 89th minute. But with 
three minutes left in extra 
time United center half Harry 
Maguire slid the ball home 
following a corner to finally 
crack Norwich’s resistance.

Earlier, midfielder Leander 
Dendoncker’s second-half 
goal helped fifth-placed 
Wolves move three points 
above United and two behind 
Chelsea in fourth spot in the 
Premier League. Chelsea and 
Man United have a game in 
hand on Wolves, while 19th-

placed Villa stayed in serious 
relegation trouble.

United coach Ole Gunnar 
Solskj r left several key players 
out for the trip and his side 
was poor until the 51st, when 
striker Odion Ighalo reacted 
well to flick in a high ball with 
his boot.

Todd Cantwell was 
Norwich’s biggest threat and 
equalized in the 75th with 
a shot from just outside the 
penalty area which eluded 
goalkeeper Sergio Romero 
and swerved into the bottom 
corner.

Klose’s sending off for 
dragging Ighalo by the waist 
just outside the box handed 
United the initiative, but the 
inspired Krul kept Norwich in 
it until Maguire poached the 
winner.

United has won the 
competition 12 times within 
one of Arsenal’s record and 
last won it in 2016.

Norwich caused problems 
in the first half and Lukas Rupp 
had a shot blocked following 

fine work down the left from 
Cantwell.

United struck when left 
back Luke Shaw’s cross eluded 
onrushing midfielder Juan 
Mata but Ighalo showed good 
concentration and balance to 
pick his spot.

In the league, Dendoncker 
drilled home in the 62nd to cap 
a flowing team move. Coach 
Nuno Esp rito Santo’s Wolves 
have 11 clean sheets in the 
league and host inconsistent 
Arsenal next Saturday.

“It’s time to recover and 
prepare because next week we 
have three games in one week,” 
he said.

“We have to understand 
that it’s demanding for the 
players.”

In Sunday’s FA Cup 
quarterfinals, it is: Sheffield 
United vs. Arsenal; Leicester 
vs. eight-time winner Chelsea, 
and Newcastle vs. defending 
champion Manchester City.

Also, Watford hosts 
Southampton in the Premier 
League.

Barcelona’s La Liga title hopes dented by Celta Vigo draw as Atlético win again
Barcelona, 28 Jun 
[AP]: Barcelona’s hopes 
of staying in front of Real 
Madrid took a hit after 
another stumble in La 
Liga.
Barcelona were held 
2-2 at Celta Vigo after 
conceding in the 88th 
minute, opening the way 
for Real to go top by 
two points if they win at 
bottom-placed Espanyol 
on Sunday.

Iago Aspas scored 
from a clever low free-
kick that went outside the 
wall to deny Barcelona 
victory. Luis Suárez 
twice gave the visitors 
the lead, with Vigo’s first 
equaliser coming from 
Fyodor Smolov.

Sául Ñíguez and Diego 
Costa scored second-
half goals as third-
placed Atlético Madrid 
defeated Alavés 2-1 for 
a fourth straight victory. 
The home win moved 
Atlético four points clear 
of fourth-placed Sevilla. 
Diego Simeone’s team 
remain unbeaten since 
the league resumed, 
but it was the third 
consecutive loss for 
Alavés, who remain near 
the relegation zone. Their 

lone goal was scored by 
Joselu in stoppage time.

Athletic Bilbao 
increased their chances 
of qualifying for the 
Europa League by 
defeating relegation-
threatened Mallorca 3-1 
at home, moving to ninth 
place.

Werder Bremen 
extended their 39-year 
stay in the Bundesliga 
for at least another 10 
days when they thumped 
Cologne 6-1 to avoid 
automatic relegation. The 
four-times Bundesliga 
champions climbed out 
of the drop zone above 
Fortuna Düsseldorf to 
finish 16th. They now face 
a play-off against the team 
who finish third in the 
second division. Fortuna 
lost 3-0 at Union Berlin 
and were relegated.

Werder began the 
day as the favourites 
to go down. They were 
two points behind 
Fortuna with a worse 
goal difference but raced 
to a 3-0 lead when Yuya 
Osako, Milot Rashica and 
Niclas Füllkrug scored in 
a six-minute spell in the 
first half. Davy Klaassen 
added a fourth after half-

time, Osako made it 5-0, 
Dominick Drexler pulled 
one back and Josh Sargent 
scored a sixth to leave 
Werder with 31 points, 
one more than Fortuna.

Bayern Munich, 
already crowned 
champions last week, 
lifted the league trophy 
in an empty stadium 
after crushing hosts 
Wolfsburg 4-0. The 
Bavarians went ahead in 
the fourth minute with 
Kingsley Coman scoring 
from Thomas Müller’s 
21st assist, a league 
record. Mickael Cuisance 
then rifled in from 25 

metres for a sensational 
goal in the 37th and the 
20-year-old Frenchman 
earned a penalty, which 
resulted in Joshua 
Guilavogui being sent off 
for a second booking.

Robert Lewandowski 
converted the penalty 
for his 34th goal of the 
season to earn his fifth 
Bundesliga top-scorer 
award and his third in a 
row. Müller made it 4-0 in 
the 79th minute as Bayern 
took their goal tally to 100, 
one less than the league 
record set by them in the 
1971-72 season.

B o r u s s i a 

M ö n c h e n g l a d b a c h 
capped a successful 
season with a spot in 
next season’s Champions 
League group stage by 
beating Hertha Berlin 
2-1 to finish fourth.

Timo Werner marked 
his RB Leipzig swansong 
with two well-taken 
goals in a 2-1 victory at 
Augsburg. Meanwhile, 
Borussia Dortmund 
experienced a miserable 
end to the season, 
beaten 4-0 at home by 
Hoffenheim, with Andrej 
Kramaric scoring all the 
goals for the visitors.

In Serie A, leading 

scorer Ciro Immobile 
converted a contentious 
second-half penalty to set 
second-placed Lazio on 
the way to a 2-1 comeback 
win over Fiorentina that 
kept them four points 
behind leaders Juventus.

Franck Ribery 
stunned the hosts 
when the 37-year-old 
Frenchman put Fiorentina 
ahead. Lazio were 
struggling to find a way 
past Fiorentina’s defence 
until Felipe Caicedo went 
down under a challenge 
from goalkeeper 
Bartlomiej Dragowski 
and Immobile converted 
his 28th goal of the 
season. However, replays 
suggested that Caicedo 
fell before any contact 
was made. Luis Alberto 
grabbed the winner with 
seven minutes left.

Cagliari won for the 
second time in four days 
when they beat Torino 
4-2 in their first home 
game since Walter Zenga 
was appointed as coach. 
Genoa hit back with 
two penalties to force 
a 2-2 draw at Brescia 
as the two struggling 
sides defied sweltering 
temperatures.

Dhoni used to control bowlers in 
2007 but started trusting them 

in 2013, became calmer: Pathan
New Delhi, Jun 28 
(PTI): Former India 
pacer Irfan Pathan has 
revealed that World 
Cup-winning ex-skipper 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
liked to control his 
bowlers when he started 
his captaincy stint back 
in 2007 but came to trust 
them by 2013, a phase 
during which he also 
became a calmer leader.

The 35-year-old 
Pathan, who played 
under Dhoni as part of 
both the 2007 World 
Cup-winning team and 
the 2013 Champions 
Trophy-clinching side, 
said the years, as they 
went by, changed Dhon 
the captain in more ways 
than one.

“In 2007, it was 
the first time and 
you understand that 
when you are given a 
big responsibility of 
leading a team, you get 
excited,” Pathan said 
on Star Sports’ ‘Cricket 
Connected’ when asked 
how Dhoni changed as 
a captain between 2007 
and 2013.

“The team meetings 
were always small 
though, both in 2007 and 
2013 during Champions 
Trophy, just 5 minutes 
meeting,” added the 
bowler, who announced 
his retirement from all 
forms of cricket earlier 
this year.

Talking about the one 
change that he noticed 
in Dhoni, Pathan said, 
“...in 2007, he used to 
run from wicketkeeping 
to bowling end in 
excitement and try to 
control the bowler as 
well but by the time 
2013 came he was letting 
the bowler control 
themselves. He was very 
calm and in control.

Dhoni has not played 
any cricket since India’s 
semifinal exit from the 
ODI World Cup last year. 
He led the country in 
limited-overs formats 
from 2007 to 2016 and 
in Test cricket from 2008 
to 2014. The 38-year-old 
is the only captain to win 
all ICC trophies.

Under his captaincy, 
India won the 2007 
World T20, the 2010 and 
2016 Asia Cups, the 2011 
ODI World Cup and the 
2013 Champions Trophy.

Pathan said by 
2013, Dhoni had started 
employing the spinners 
in crunch situations to 
win matches.

“Between 2007 and 
2013 he gained the 
experience of trusting 
his slow bowlers and 
spinners and by the time 
Champions Trophy came, 
he was very clear that in 
crucial time he needs 
to get his spinners into 
play to win the games,” 
he said.

Penalise players found guilty of racism like dopers and match-fixers: Holder
Manchester, Jun 28 
(PTI): West Indies 
skipper Jason Holder has 
called for strict action 
against players found 
guilty of making racist 
comments, saying they 
should be penalised just 
like dope offenders and 
match-fixers.
“I don’t think the penalty 
for doping or corruption 
should be any different 
for racism,” Holder told 
BBC Sport.
“If we’ve got issues 
within our sport, we 
must deal with them 
equally.”
According to ICC rules, 
a player can be banned 
for life for on-pitch racist 
abuse if he breaches the 
anti-racism code three 
times. A first offence 
results in four to eight 
suspension points.

Two suspension 
points equate to a ban 
for one Test or two one-
day internationals or 
two T20 international 
matches.

Holder, who is 
set to lead his side 
against hosts England 
in the three-Test series 

beginning on July 8, said 
anti-racism feature can 
be introduced where 
players will be briefed 
about the issue ahead of 
each series.

“In addition to having 
anti-doping briefings 
and anti-corruption 
briefings, maybe we 
should have an anti-
racism feature before we 
start a series,” he said.

“My message is 
more education needs 
to go around it. I’ve not 
experience any racial 
abuse first hand but have 
heard or seen a few things 
around it. It’s something 
you just can’t stand for.”

In international 
cricket, there have been 
instances where players 
have been penalised 
for racism. Last year, 
Sarfaraz Ahmed, who 
was the captain of the 
Pakistan team then, 
was banned for four 
matches after he made 
a racist remark at South 
Africa all-rounder Andile 
Phehlukwayo.

The death of African-
American George 
Floyd at the hands of a 
white police officer in 
the United States has 
triggered global outrage 
against racism in society.

Many cricketers, 

including former West 
Indies captains Darren 
Sammy and Chris Gayle, 
have opened up about 
racist incidents that 
happened in their lives 
and also supported the 
Black Lives Matters 
campaign.

Holder had earlier 
said that the West Indies 
team is firmly behind 
the ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
movement.

“As a team, we will 
show our solidarity to 
the movement. We had 
few discussions and 
come July 8th, we will 
show our support,” he 
had said.

Teenage racer Aashi selected for ambitious FIA project
Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): 
City’s rising racing star 
Aashi Hanspal has been 
shortlisted for FIA’s 
ambitious ‘Girls on Track 
- Rising Stars Project’, 
the Federation of Motor 
Sports Club of India 
(FMSCI) announced here.

Aashi, 13, has been 
selected along with 19 
others in the age group 
of 12-16 out of 70 entries 
from five continents.

As the first step, 
she will take part in the 
Shoot Out’ at the Paul 
Ricard Circuit in France 
on October 12 and 13, 
a media release issued 
here on Sunday said.

If she performs well, 
she could become first 
female driver to obtain a 
partnership agreement 
with Ferrari Driver 
Academy including 
chance to take part in the 
Formula 4 season.

“Should you be 
successful, you will join 
our training camps, and 
potentially have the 
opportunity to become 
(Team Ferrari’s) first 
ever female driver 

obtaining a partnership 
agreement with the 
Ferrari Driver Academy, 
including participation in 
an FIA Formula 4 racing 
season,” Michele Mouton, 
President of the FIA 
Women in Motorsport 
Commission, said in her 
letter to Aashi.

The Federation 
Internationale de 
L’Automobile (FIA), the 
world body for motor 
sports, said that the 
training-cum-selection 
process would entail 
four legs: The first one is 
:Shoot Out’, which would 
be held on October 12-13 
at Paul Ricard in France 
to select Top 12.

The second stage 
comprises of a training 

camp 1 (Karting) on 
October 14-15 at Paul 
Ricard in France to select 
the top eight.

The third would be 
the training camp 2 (F4) 
to be held on November 
3-4 at Paul Ricard, France 
to select Final 4 and the 
final would be the Ferrari 
Driver Academy Training 
Camp (F4) to be held 
from November 9-13 
at Maranello in Italy to 
select the winner.

“This is a great 
moment for women in 
Indian Motorsport,” said 
Sita Raina, Chairperson 
of FMSCI’s own 
Women in Motorsports 
Commission.

“Aashi has shown 
her mettle during the 

last season and has the 
potential to become a 
future star,” she added.

Coached by 8-time 
national car racing 
champion Rayomand 
Banajee here, Aashi 
recorded five podium 
finishes in her maiden 
national karting season 
last year and was 
conferred the Outstanding 
Women in Motorsports 
Award by FMSCI for her 
podium placings.

“The dates have 
been chosen to enable 
the shortlisted girls to 
travel from different 
parts of the world, 
despite the current 
travel restrictions due to 
the coronavirus crisis,” 
Mouton said in her letter.
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Four men charged for trying to bring 
down statue of Andrew Jackson

(CNN): The Justice 
Department has 
charged four men with 
destruction of federal 
property in connection 
with the attempt on 
Monday to bring down 
a statue of former 
President Andrew 
Jackson in Lafayette 
Park near the White 
House, the US Attorney 
for Washington, DC and 
other law enforcement 
officials announced 
Saturday.

The attempt to bring 
down the statue was 
stopped.

The DOJ alleged Lee 
Cantrell, Connor Judd, 
Ryan Lane and Graham 
Lloyd, along with other 
unidentified people, 
damaged and attempted 
to tear down the statue 
on Monday. In a criminal 
complaint, authorities 
further alleged Judd was 
seen on video attempting 
to pull down the statue, 
and Lane was seen on 
video tying a rope to the 
statue and pulling on 
another rope tied to to it, 
according to a DOJ press 
release.

The department 

also alleged that Lloyd 
was seen destroying 
the wheels of cannons 
located at the statue’s 
base as well as pulling 
on ropes trying to bring 
down the statue.

The statue of Jackson, 
the seventh president 
of the United States, has 
become controversial 
because of his harsh 
treatment of Native 
Americans.

Judd is the only 
one of the four men 
charged who had been 

apprehended as of 
Saturday, according to 
the Justice Department. 
He was arrested Friday 
and appeared in DC 
Superior Court on 
Saturday, according to 
the release. His case 
will be transferred to 
US District Court where 
he will make his initial 
appearance on Monday, 
the DOJ said.

President Donald 
Trump re-tweeted the 
announcement of the 
charges and has re-

tweeted several law 
enforcement posts of 
posters of men wanted 
for questioning regarding 
the incident. Since the 
Monday incident, he has 
repeatedly criticized the 
protesters who tried to 
topple the statue.

“The United States 
Attorney’s Office for 
the District of Columbia 
will not stand idly 
by and allow our 
national monuments 
to be vandalized and 
destroyed. This Office 

remains steadfast in 
its commitment to 
protect the sacred 
First Amendment 
right of individuals to 
peacefully protest, but 
these charges should 
serve as a warning to 
those who choose to 
desecrate the statues 
and monuments that 
adorn our nation’s 
capital: your violent 
behavior and criminal 
conduct will not be 
tolerated,” acting US 
Attorney Michael 
Sherwin said in a 
statement.

“The FBI respects 
the peaceful exercise 
of First Amendment 
rights, but we will not 
allow opportunists to 
hijack peaceful protests 
to incite violence 
and destruction of 
property,” said James 
Dawson, the special 
agent in charge of the FBI 
Washington Field Office’s 
Criminal Division. “We 
will continue to work 
with our partners to 
enforce federal laws 
prohibiting damage to 
government facilities 
and property.”

Global COVID-19 cases reach 10 million, Johns Hopkins data shows

The US continues to 
lead the world in the 

number of confirmed 
cases.
The number of 
confirmed COVID-19 
cases worldwide reached 
10 million on Sunday 
while the global death 
toll climbed to nearly 
500,000, according to a 
tally by Johns Hopkins 
University.

The number of global 
cases marks a major 
milestone in the spread 
of the virus, believed to 
have originated in China 
late last year. However, 
with testing still limited 
in some corners of 
the world, the actual 
number of global cases 
could be significantly 
higher.

The United States 
continues to lead the 
world in the number of 
confirmed cases with 
more than 2.5 million 
and a death toll of 
125,929, according to a 
NBC News’ tally.

Vice President 
Mike Pence postponed 
campaign appearances 
that were planned in 
Arizona and Florida this 
coming week “out of an 

abundance of caution” 
due to the virus spikes 
in those states.

Florida health 
officials on Saturday 
reported a new daily 
record of more than 
9,500 new cases. South 
Carolina, Nevada and 
Georgia also reported 
record daily tallies 
of cases. Meanwhile, 
Washington State 
paused its return 
to normal due to a 
rising number of cases 
and concerns about 
continued spread of the 
virus.

Brazil and Russia 
trail behind the U.S., 
with nearly two million 

cases between them.
Meanwhile in India, 

which has the world’s 
fourth-biggest outbreak, 
confirmed cases have 
passed 500,000, federal 
health ministry data 
showed on Saturday, 
with infections surging 
in major cities including 
the capital New Delhi.

Iran, one of the worst-
hit countries early on in 
the pandemic, launched 
a campaign Saturday 
to motivate a reluctant 
public to use face masks 
as the country faces 
a sharp increase in 
infections and deaths 
from the coronavirus. 
Since restrictions to 

stem virus spread were 
gradually lifted from 
mid-April across the 
country, cases have 
increased again. Some 
2,456 new cases were 
recorded in the past 24 
hours, taking the total to 
220,180, the country’s 
health officials said 
according to Reuters.

The virus continues to 
spread even as a number 
of countries in Europe 
are relaxing lockdown 
measures to give their 
economies a boost after 
months of restrictions. 
Some, like Germany, 
are seeing a resurgence 
of the virus, forcing 
local governments 

to re-impose partial 
lockdowns.

Meanwhile, Swiss 
authorities said on 
Saturday they had 
ordered 300 people into 
quarantine after a so-
called “superspreader” 
outbreak at a Zurich 
nightclub.

China’s capital, 
Beijing, saw a new 
outbreak of COVID-19 
linked to a food 
market earlier this 
month, prompting a 
wave of testing, travel 
restrictions and contact 
tracing. But officials 
there claim the outbreak 
has been largely brought 
under control, despite 
14 new cases being 
reported in the city on 
Sunday. Tens of millions 
of Chinese traveled 
during the three-day 
Dragon Boat Festival that 
ended Saturday, with 
anti-crowding measures 

Israeli court releases anti-Netanyahu activist after arrest
Jerusalem, Jun 28 
(AP): A Jerusalem court 
early on Sunday ordered 
the release of a leading 
activist opposed to 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
rule and whose arrest 
prompted hundreds 
to protest outside the 
Israeli leader’s residence.

Retired Brig. Gen. 
Amir Haskel has been 
a leader of the protest 
movement against 
Netanyahu, demanding 
that the long-time leader 
step down while facing 
charges of fraud, breach 
of trust and accepting 
bribes.

Haskel and several 
others were detained 
on Friday in what police 
said was an illegal 
demonstration because 
the protesters blocked 
roads.

Haskel, a former 
top Israeli air force 
general, has become a 
symbol of the protest 
movement that opposes 
Netanyahu’s continued 
rule.

D e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
have been held regularly 
around the country, with 
protesters waving signs 
reading crime minister” 
and calling for Netanyahu 
to resign.

No one will prevent 
us from protesting 
anywhere, Haskel said 
upon his release, adding 
a barb toward Netanyahu 
about his own brief 
experience in jail.

“We were in Hadarim 
prison for 15 hours. It 
wasn’t pleasant, but it 
wasn’t terrible.

The arrests drew 
angry denunciations 
from prominent Israelis 

and sent hundreds 
out to protest outside 
Netanyahu’s residence 
on Saturday, with many 
slamming the police 
for making what they 
viewed as politically-
motivated arrests.

Police said they 
offered to release Haskel 
and others if they agreed 
to refrain from returning 
to the scene of the 
protests. Haskel and two 
others refused.

Gabi Lasky, the 
lawyer representing 
Haskel, told Israeli Army 
Radio that the court 
eventually released him 
without conditions, 
saying protesting was the 
foundation of democracy.

The country’s acting 
police chief said the force 
would learn a lesson 
from the incident.

The role of the police 

is to allow freedom 
of expression and 
demonstration to every 
person and to keep the 
public peace and security, 
this regardless of the 
protest’s subject, the 
identity of the protesters 
or their opinions,” acting 
commissioner Motti 
Cohen said.

Netanyahu is on trial 
for a series of scandals 
in which he allegedly 
received lavish gifts from 
billionaire friends and 
traded regulatory favors 
with media moguls for 
more palatable coverage of 
himself and his family. The 
trial is set to resume next 
month.

Netanyahu has denied 
wrongdoing, calling the 
charges a witch-hunt 
against him result from a 
hostile media and a biased 
law enforcement system.

Pakistan to hold general polls 
in Gilgit-Baltistan on Aug 18

Islamabad, Jun 28 
(PTI): Pakistan will 
hold general elections 
in Gilgit-Baltistan 
on August 18, the 
government has 
announced after the 
country’s top court 
allowed holding of 
polls in the region, 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
India’s strong protest 
to Islamabad for its 
efforts to bring “material 
change” to the territories 
under its “illegal and 
forcible” occupation.

The Pakistan 
Supreme Court on 
April 30 allowed the 
government to amend 
a 2018 administrative 
order to conduct general 
elections in the region.

President Arif Alvi 
on Saturday approved 
August 18, 2020 as the 
poll day for general 
elections to the Gilgit-

Baltistan (GB) Legislative 
Assembly, according to 
a statement from the 
President House.

The GB Election 
Commission will hold 
the elections in 24 
constituencies, according 
to the statement.

The Gilgit-Baltistan 
order of 2018 provided 
for administrative 
changes, including 
authorising the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan to 
legislate on an array of 
subjects.

India last month 
issued a demarche 
to a senior Pakistani 
diplomat in New Delhi 
and lodged a strong 
protest over the apex 
court ruling.

India also clearly 
conveyed to Pakistan 
that the entire Union 
Territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh, 

including the areas of 
Gilgit and Baltistan, are 
an integral part of the 
country.

The Ministry of 
External Affairs said 
the government of 
Pakistan or its judiciary 
has no locus standi on 
territories “illegally and 
forcibly” occupied by it.

President Alvi last 
month promulgated an 
order to form a caretaker 
government and for 
extension of the Elections 
Act 2017 of Pakistan to 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

The GB legislative 
assembly was dissolved 
on completion of its term 
on June 24.

The federal 
government has 
appointed Mir Afzal, a 
former deputy inspector 
general of police, as 
the “caretaker chief 
minister”. 

Singapore reports 213 new COVID-19 cases
Singapore, Jun 28 
(PTI): Singapore 
authorities have asked 
the people to adhere 
to social distancing 
and other coronavrius 
prevention norms 
after the island nation 
reported 213 new cases 
on Sunday.

Of the new cases, 
202 are foreign workers 
residing in packed 
dormitories, which have 
accounted for most of 
Singapore’s virus cases. 
The government has 
intensified testing in 
these quarters.

The rest of the 11 
new cases were reported 
from community zones, 
including five Singapore 
citizens or permanent 
residents (foreigners) 
and six foreigners on 
work passes, said the 
Ministry of Health 
(MOH).

Now, the total 
number of COVID-19 
cases in Singapore stands 
at 43,459.

On Saturday, the 

government emphasised 
the need to implement 
measures to control the 
spread of coronavirus, 
even though the country 
is in its phase II of 
reopening after the two 
month-long “circuit 
breaker period”.

During the “circuit 
breaker” period, strict 
restrictions were 
imposed on outdoor 
activities and group 
gatherings to check 
the spread of the 
coronavirus. Only 
essential services were 
allowed in this period.

With the July 10 
General Elections 
nearing, campaigning 
and other poll activities 
have begun in Singapore.

The government has 
directed candidates to 
follow “required actions 
and best practices”, 
including avoid physical 
contact.

The directives follow 
sporting authority 
SportSG’s statement that 
all ActiveSG indoor sport 

halls would be closed for 
a time-out on Sunday, 
following a breach of safe 
measures by a group of 
badminton players that 
included a COVID-19 
positive case.

Meanwhile, the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said Singapore 
and Malaysia have 
agreed to allow cross-
border travel for certain 
groups, including 
residents who hold long-
term immigration passes 
for business and work 
purposes.

Travellers would have 
to adhere to COVID-19 
prevention and public 
health measures.

As of Saturday, 
Singapore had 173 
coronavirus cases in 
hospitals, with one 
in critical condition, 
and 5,883 people 
recuperating in 
community facilities. The 
coronavirus has claimed 
26 lives while 37,163 
patients have recovered 
in the city-state.

HAvE  A STORY TO SHARE? 
email us: news@summittimes.com
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ARIeS:
Being abandoned is never easy. It brings up 
all sorts of unhealed trauma from the past, 
especially related to your childhood. So if 
you find yourself wondering why a certain 
relationship didn’t work out, know that 
you already have the answer. Today, as you 
pack your bags and vow to move forward 
and onwards know that Spirit is supporting 
you at every step. It’s okay to not know the 
destination. None of us do! What matters is 
your willingness to make space for change.
TAURUS:
If life was an airplane, this is the point at 
which the flight attendant would announce, 
“Buckle your seatbelts. We are in the midst 
of turbulence.” The point is, we’re all going 
through our own trials and tribulations right 
now. The people who are showing up for us 
despite it all are letting us know how special 
we are. Notice your people, Taurus. Give thanks 
for their support. At the same time, step into 
the role of space-holder as and when they find 
themselves in a vulnerable place.
GeMINI:
Let’s talk about triggers, Gemini. When 
something stirs up negative emotions within 
you, chances are, there is an unhealed trauma 
at play here. Today, instead of getting caught up 
in the drama created by your own mind, step 

into the role of the ‘observer’. Ask yourself why 
a certain action is causing a negative reaction. 
Through the process of self-reflection, you will 
be able to move closer to your truth and hold 
space for healing to occur.
CANCeR:
So much of our childhood narrative continues 
to have an impact on who we are as adults. If 
you’ve ever been bullied, cornered or made 
to feel like a misfit, you’re probably still 
holding on that story as your truth. Every 
time you no longer ‘fit in’ within the structure 
of a group, that unhealed part of you gets 
triggered—and that’s the part of you you’re 
being asked to notice lovingly today. Given that 
you are growing and evolving, how will your 
relationships remain the same? Accept that 
change is the only constant and trust that these 
seemingly painful realisations are helping you 
move closer to your tribe.
leo:
Motivational speaking and channel Esther 
Hicks once said, “The standard of success in life 
is not the things or the money—the standard 
of success is absolutely the amount of joy you 
feel.” Oh boy, are you feeling the good juju or 
what! This is a blessed time in the Leo HQ with 
wishes being fulfilled and dreams coming true. 
Remember, joy and gratitude are the highest of 
vibrations. When you give thanks for what you 

have, you get in alignment with Source energy, 
which automatically makes you a magnet for 
miracles.
virgo:
No matter how far we go, we carry a little bit 
of home within us. This includes the good, the 
bad, and the ugly experiences. We’re talking 
about the inner childhood wounds that shape 
us and influence how we interact with the 
world well into adulthood. When you find 
yourself confronted by the shadows of a time 
long gone, be present to them without bringing 
judgements into the picture. Acknowledge 
the pain experienced by your past self. 
Acknowledge the pain you’re feeling now, but 
know that the future you does not have to 
experience the same traumas. Remember, you 
didn’t know better.
libra:
As a result of our conditioning, we live our 
life as if it were a race to the finish line. The 
look on your face reads ‘guilty as charged’, 
Libra! Today, you’re being asked to observe 
the voice in your head that tells you you’re 
getting it wrong. The one that dictates when 
you should be married by, or what your career 
graph should like by a certain age. Maybe you 
want to discover yourself before you commit to 
something you love. Maybe you value living a 
simple existence over material success. Maybe 

you want to travel halfway across the world to 
become a flamenco dancer. Maybe you want 
to have children before you say ‘I do’. Do what 
feels right to you, Libra. Listen to the voice of 
wisdom within yourself. The world doesn’t get 
to tell you what’s right for you.
SCORPIO:
If scientific research is anything to go by then, 
then meditation alleviates stress and anxiety, 
increases focus, decreases blood pressure, and 
improves sleep. But the yogi within knows that 
the real reason to sit in silence and connect 
with your breath is to go beyond your mind, 
experience timelessness, and strengthen your 
connection with the divine. Ground yourself in 
faith, Scorpio. Know that it is by expanding your 
consciousness that you will be able to move 
beyond the illusion of separation and experience 
the interconnectedness in everything.
SAGITTARIUS:
It’s okay to feel like a hot mess, Sagittarius. 
Nobody has everything sorted, even though 
their outward appearance may convince you 
otherwise. Take a deep breath and ground 
yourself in the present moment. This will give 
you clarity on the best way to move forward. 
Remember, you don’t have to do this alone. 
Your soul tribe is backing you. Lean on them 
when things get hard. If your dilemma concerns 
work, a boss or mentor could give you a few 

valuable tips right now.
CapriCorn:
Being a rebel is so much fun. You get to shake 
things up and emerge as the flagbearer of 
change. But today you’re being asked to take a 
different approach to work, life and everything 
in between. Adhere to the system. Go by the rule 
book. Know that this is the key to maintaining 
law and order right now. 
aqUariUS:
Take a moment to weigh the pros and cons. 
Take as long as you need, actually. An important 
decision needs to be made, and it requires good 
judgement on your part. As such, you’re also in 
the mood to indulge your inner Wordsworth 
today. You may feel inspired to try your hand at 
creative writing or retreat into a fictional world 
created by your favourite authors.
PISCeS:
You’ve done the inner work, Pisces. You’ve laid 
a solid foundation for what you are meant to 
in order to build this dream. The next chapter 
requires you to jump into action mode. 
Remember, you are prepared for this great 
change. The resources you need are already 
within you. When you are in alignment with 
the divine plan, which you are, the help and 
support you require externally also comes 
through in divine time. Your magic words: 
trust, faith, and surrender.

Hit indie video game Disco Elysium’ 
to get Tv series adaption

Los Angeles, Jun 28 (PTI): Popular video game Disco Elysium 
is being adapted for television.
The game’s developer, ZA/UM, is teaming up with Dj2 
Entertainment, the same company that co-produced a film 
adaptation of Sonic The Hedgehog earlier this year, to work 
on the TV series.
Inspired by Robert Kurvitz’s 2013 novel Sacred and Terrible 
Air , the urban fantasy role-playing game released last year 
and went on to win big at the Game Awards.

It centres on a detective with a mysterious past who is 
given a task to solve a crime that threatens to set off a civil war.

“We’re so gratified at the response Disco Elysium’ has 
received, and very happy to be teaming with DJ2 to expand the 
franchise for other media and new audiences,” the game’s lead 
narrative writer Helen Hindpere, said in a statement to The 
Hollywood Reporter.

“Disco Elysium is a phenomenal property with an expansive 

world and unlimited potential. The DJ2 team is truly thrilled 
about this extraordinary opportunity to be part of it all, DJ2 
CEO and founder, Dmitri M. Johnson, added.

Dolph Lundgren engaged 
to Emma Krokdal

Los Angeles, Jun 28 (PTI): “The Expendables” star Dolph 
Lundgren is engaged to personal trainer Emma Krokdal.

The 62-year-old actor shared the news on Instagram, along 
with a photograph in which Krokdal can be seen showing off 
her engagement ring.

“Something very special happened here in Sweden,” 
Lundgren captioned the picture.

Krokdal, 24, also shared a series of images on her page, 
writing “Someone pinch me.”

Lundgren’s “Expendables” co-star and friend Sylvester 
Stallone was one of the first to congratulate him.

“Congratulations my good friend. You’re the best. Sly,” 
Stallone, who starred with the Swedish actor in his 1894 
blockbuster “Rocky IV”, wrote.

Lundgren was previously married to interior designer 
Anette Qviberg from 1994 to 2011. They have two daughters - 
Ida, 24, and Greta, 19 - together.

Passion will see me through many 
more years: Shah Rukh on 28th 
anniversary of Bollywood debut

Mumbai, Jun 28 (PTI): Superstar Shah Rukh 
Khan on Sunday expressed gratitude to his 
fans for “allowing” his passion to become 
his long-standing profession, as he clocked 
28 years in Bollywood this month.

Shah Rukh, who arguably made the 
most successful transition from TV to the 
big screen, made foray into Bollywood 
with director Raj Kanwar’s “Deewana” on 
June 26, 1992, after his playing lead roles 
in popular TV shows “Fauji” (1988) and 
“Circus” (1989).

The 54-year-old actor said more than 
his professionalism, it is his passion to 
entertain which will keep him going for 
many more years in the industry.

“Don’t know when my passion became 
my purpose and then turned into my 
profession. Thank you all for so many years of 
allowing me to entertain you. More than my 
professionalism I believe my passionalism 
will see me through many more years of 
service to all of you,” Shah Rukh tweeted 
alongside a latest picture of him.

In a subsequent tweet, the actor thanked 
his wife, producer-interior designer Gauri for 
clicking the photograph and wrote “28 years 
and counting...”

The actor’s initial years in films saw him 
play a mix of negative characters in movies 
like “Baazigar”, “Darr” and “Anjaam” and as 

a small-town simpleton with 
big dreams in “Raju Ban Gaya 
Gentleman” and “Kabhi Haa 
Kabhi Naa”.

It was, however, his turn 
in Aditya Chopra’s love story 
“Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge” 
(1995), which catapulted him 
to stardom and gave Hindi 
cinema one of its biggest 
romantic heroes.

From 1995 to mid 2000, 
Shah Rukh starred in titles 
like “Dil To Paagal Hai”, “Yes 
Boss”, “Kuch Kuch Hota Hai”, 
“Mohabbatein”, “Kabhi Khushi 
Kabhie Gham”, “Devdas”, “Kal 
Ho Na Ho”, “Main Hoon Na”, 

“Veer Zaara”, all of which were huge box 
office hits and earned the actor the tag of 
Bollywood’s ‘King Khan’.

He also featured in acclaimed films like 
“Swades”, “Chak De! India”, and “My Name is 
Khan”, in which he played a common man on 
a mission as opposed to his romantic hero 
staple.

The actor’s dream run came to a halt 
beginning 2011, with his sci-fi superhero 
project “Ra.One”.

Though the decade saw him deliver huge 
hits with comedies “Chennai Express” and 
“Happy New Year” between 2013 and 2014, 
his other attempts, including “Raees”, where 
he played a gangster, “Fan”, which had him 
playing a double role and “Zero”, featuring 
him as a vertically challenged man, fetched 
him acclaim but not box office glory.

Shah Rukh, who also owns production 
banner Red Chillies Entertainment, recently 
launched their collaborations with streamer 
Netflix India - espionage thriller series “Bard 
of Blood”, starring Emraan Hashmi, and 
“Betaal”, a zombie horror series, featuring 
Viineet Kumar and Ahana Kumra.

The actor is now reportedly gearing up 
for filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani’s next, two 
years since his last screen outing with “Zero” 
in 2018.

Amazon Prime video is adding 50 
new movies and shows this week

Abhishek Bachchan on losing roles 
because of his ‘no intimate scenes’ 

clause for daughter Aaradhya

Abhishek Bachchan says he does not do 
intimate scenes as he does not want 

daughter Aaradhya to feel uncomfortable.
Abhishek Bachchan who is all set for his 
web series Breathe: Into the Shadows on an 
OTT platform has always been particular 
about his family, especially his daughter 
Aaradhya Bachchan. In a recent interview, 
the actor spoke not only about his career 
but also how he rejected certain roles in 
the past as he felt his daughter, Aaradhya 
would be uncomfortable watching them. 

Quoting a report, BollywoodLife detailed 
his conversation saying, “I know it has 
changed one thing. There are certain kinds 
of films and scenes I’m not comfortable 
doing anymore. I would not want to do 

anything in which 
my daughter would 
feel uncomfortable or 
something that she’d 
question me about, 
saying ‘hey what’s 
going on here?”

Abhishek further 
added that he was 
uncomfortable shooting 
for romantic scenes from 
the start of his career. 
He said, “I’m thankful 
for it because as it is, I 
was very uncomfortable 

doing romantic scenes. So I’m not comfortable 
doing any intimate scenes, and I’d rather not.”

Abhishek said that there have been a lot 
of times when he has bowed out of films 
because of his clause and that he has no 
regrets about them. He said, “Yes, and that’s 
fine. No regrets, because I had a creative 
point of view, and the producer-director 
has a creative point of view, and they didn’t 
want to compromise on that and I completely 
respect that, and it’s perfectly fine.” 

Abhishek’s last outing was opposite 
Taapsee Pannu and Vicky Kaushal in 
Manmarziyaan after which he took a 
sabbatical as he wasn’t happy being part of 
ensemble casts anymore.

Not only do we have a new week, but we have a new month. 
That means plenty of new releases on Amazon Prime 

Video this week.
In fact, there are 50 new movies and shows being added to 

the streaming service from June 29 to July 3. It’s time to look 
at the full list of new arrivals.

Some of the most notable mentions include the arrivals 
of Suits Season 9 and Hanna Season 3. The first is the final 
season of a long-running and funny legal drama. The law firm 
sees yet another name change and it’s time to wrap things up 
and say goodbye.

Meanwhile, Hanna Season 2 is the highly-anticipated new 
season of an Amazon Original. When Clara is taken, Hanna 
has to let Utrax take her. Now the question is whether she’ll 
dismantle it from the inside or find her place with the others 
like her.

We also have the first season of Hidden and Public Enemy 
joining Amazon Prime Video. You can watch the next seasons 
with Acorn TV and Sundance Now subscriptions respectively.

If you’re more in the mood for movies, there are plenty 
being added throughout the week. Tuesday sees the release of 
some of the Spy Kids movies, which will be perfect for family 
viewing. If you’re looking for action for the older people in 
the house, Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol is joining the 
service.


