
G , 28 D  (IPR): 
The 24th Anniversary of 
the Government Forma-
tion of the Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front Government 
was commemorated today 
in grand manner at Saram-
sa Gardens in the outskirts 
of the state capital.

The day had Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling as the chief guest 
accompanied by Speaker 
KN Rai, Deputy Speaker 
Sonam Gyatso Lepcha, 
Members of Parliament, 
Cabinet Ministers, Mem-
bers of Sikkim State Leg-
islative Assembly, Chief 
Secretary and Additional 
Chief Secretary (Finance) 
were seated on the dais.

Also present on the 
occasion were function-

aries of the Panchaya-
ti Raj Institution of the 
State, Municipal Council 
Representatives, Heads 
of Departments, Gov-
ernment Of icials from 
all the four Districts and 
representatives of Group 
C & D Government Em-
ployees Associations. 

The Chief Minister, 
while addressing the 
programme, reaf irmed 
the commitment of the 
state government to-
wards the growth and 
progress of Sikkim and 
the Sikkimese people.  

While expressing his 
gratitude to all, the Chief 

Minister stated that the 
24th anniversary was a 
celebration of the state 
and its people and called 
upon all the functionaries 
of the state government 
to come together and col-
lectively strategize on the 
future of the state.

The Chief Minister 

stated that he stands 
only in service of Sikkim 
and its people and estab-
lished that his entire life 
is sel lessly dedicated to 
the cause of taking Sik-
kim to the pinnacles of 
progress and prosperity.  

While addressing the 
young lot of of icers in 

the State administration, 
the Chief Minister called 
upon them to appreciate 
the Sikkim of today while 
not losing sight of the 
struggles that the state 
has undergone in order 
to achieve this status of 
a world class state. He 
added that the present 
government has focused 
on human development 
since day one and called 
upon the current gener-
ation to take forward the 
growth story of the state.

The Chief Minister 
reiterated that the best 
of visions and policies 
cannot come to fruition 
if it is not conjugated 
with the efforts of able 
bureaucrats and of icials 
and extended his appre-
ciation and thankfulness 
to all the state govern-
ment functionaries from 
the lowest to the highest 
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CM announces bonanza for govt employees 

POCSO Act made stringent, 
death penalty for aggravated 

sexual assault on children

24th ANNIV 
OF SDF 

GOVERNMENT

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI): 
The Union Cabinet Fri-
day approved amend-
ments to strengthen the 
POCSO Act and included 
the death penalty for ag-
gravated sexual assault 
on children, besides pro-
viding stringent punish-
ments for other crimes 
against those below 18 
years of age.

Union minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said chil-
dren should be protected 
from sexual offences and 

the Cabinet has approved 
amendments to various 
sections of The Protec-
tion of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act to achieve this.

Addressing media-
persons here after a Cab-
inet meeting, Prasad said 
the amendments to sec-
tions 4, 5, 6, 9, 14, 15 and 
42 of the POCSO Act, 2012, 
are made to address child 
sexual abuse in an appro-
priate manner.

turn to pg02

Cab approves bill for setting up of National 
Commission for Indian System of Medicine

N  D , D  28 
(PTI): The Union Cabi-
net Friday approved the 
draft National Commis-
sion for Indian Systems 
of Medicine (NCIM) Bill, 
2018, which seeks to 
replace the existing reg-
ulator, the Central Coun-
cil for Indian Medicine 
(CCIM), with a new body 
to ensure transparency 
and accountability, an of-
icial statement said.

The draft bill provides 
for the constitution of a 
National Commission with 
four autonomous boards 
entrusted with conduct-
ing overall education of 
Ayurveda under the Board 

of Ayurveda and Unani, 
Siddha and Sowarigpa 
under the Board of Unani, 
Siddha and Sowarigpa.

There are two com-
mon boards namely 
Board of assessment and 
rating to assess and grant 
permission to education-
al institutions of Indian 
systems of Medicine and 
Board of ethics and regis-
tration of practitioners of 
Indian systems of medi-
cine to maintain National 
Register and ethical issues 
relating to practice under 
the National Commission 
for Indian Medicine, the 
statement stated.

Union Minister Ravi 

Shankar Prasad said, “It 
also proposes a common 
entrance exam and an 
exit exam, which all grad-
uates will have to clear to 
get practicing licenses. 
Further, a teacher’s eligi-
bility test has been pro-
posed in the Bill to assess 
the standard of teachers 
before appointment and 
promotions.”

Till now things were 
adhoc, he added.

Prasad said the gov-
ernment was commit-
ted to promote Indian 
System of Medicine, 
from Ayurveda to Sid-
dha to Unani.
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Snow sweeps as low as upper reaches of Gangtok
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 D :

The upper reaches of Gangtok today witnessed 
snowfall after several years with even Chanmari 

covered in a white blanket. Heavy snowfall was re-
ported at Nathula, Tsomgo in East Sikkim as well as 
Rabongla [pic above] in South Sikkim. 

DC East, Kapil Meena, wrote on his Facebook 
page that more than 400 tourist vehicles were 
stranded in Nathula and all efforts were underway 
to evacuate the tourists. 

The Army, Check Post Police and GREF were 
working to ensure that the tourists are evacuat-
ed safely. Work on clearing the roads of snow will 

continue through the night and it is hoped that 
the stranded tourists are back in Gangtok by Sat-
urday morning. 

The Army has also made adequate arrange-
ments to house the tourists at 14th Mile and some 
other areas for the night. 

The DC has assured the safety and security of 
the tourists.

Meanwhile, according to the Met Department, at 8 30 
a.m. the lowest temperature of 5.5 degree Celsius was 
recorded in East Sikkim while the highest tempera-
ture of 20.5 degree Celsius was recorded at Majhitar. 

The Met Department has forecast dry weather 
from Saturday till 02 Jan 2019. 

Sikkim’s peace & 
security should not be 

put at risk: Sikkim

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 28 D :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling today un-

derlined that he was in 
politics to nurture Sikkim 
to a better future and to 
ensure peace and security 
to the people of Sikkim. 

Addressing a gath-
ering of government 
servants at the 24th an-
niversary of the SDF Gov-
ernment formation here 
at Saramsa, he pointed 
out that another political 
party has been openly 
threatening government 
employees and branding 
them corrupt. 

On the same, he as-
serted that if such a dis-
pensation comes to pow-
er, they will start taking 
“percentage” from gov-
ernment employees.

The CM pointed out 
that while he has been 
of ice, government ser-
vants have not been ex-
torted for “percentage” 
or “tax”. 

“I have never asked 

any government employ-
ee to make false bills and 
I have never misused my 
of ice. But if power goes 
to vindictive and mis-
chievous elements, they 
will misuse power and 
work against the inter-
ests of government of i-
cials,” he said.

Without taking any 
names, but in clear ref-
erence to the SKM party 
meeting of 14 December 
at Jorethang, he mentioned 
that a supporter of the par-
ty openly announced that 
they would form the gov-
ernment in 2019 at any 
cost, even violence. 

On the same, he stat-
ed that such statements 
went against the peo-
ple’s right to choose and 
was a reprehensible af-
front to democracy.

Mr Chamling add-
ed that such statements 
cannot be seen as be-
ing leveled against any 
particular individual or 
group but need to seen as 
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com

Gangtok on 
Saturday, 

29 Dec
Temp: 10°C/06°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 07:01 AM
Sunset: 03:49 PM

Sikkim’s Green Ambassador, Mohit 
Chauhan, performs at Lingee school 

REBYNA RANA
G , 28 D :

Versatile Bollywood 
singer, Mohit Chau-

han, performed during the 
Annual Meet 2018 of Gov-

ernment Senior Second-
ary School, Lingee, South 
Sikkim on Thursday.The 
singer is also the Green 
Ambassador of Sikkim. 

Minister for Tour-

ism Department, Ugen 
T Gyatso was the chief 
guest of the programme 
who was accompanied 
by the Secretary of the 
concerned department, 

TT Bhutia. The pro-
gram was organised by 
the Government Senior 
Secondary School, Lin-
gee under Tumin Lingee 
Constituency.

Programme organized to 
improve public health by 2022
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
D , 28 D :

Poshan Abhiyan pro-
gramme was organ-

ised on the occasion of 
annual function day at 
Gor Secondary School in 
Dzongu, North Sikkim 
on 26 Dec in the pres-
ence of Dy. Speaker cum 
area MLA, Sonam Gyat-
so Lepcha, who was ac-
companied by ADC/Dev, 
KR Limboo, AD/HRDD, 
Zilla member, Tshering 
Gyatso Lepcha, Pancha-
yat President, Phurmit 
Lepcha and the Pancha-
yat members of Lum-
Gor-Sangtok GPU, SMC 
members, Headmistress, 
Tseten Lhamu Lepcha, 

school staff, students and 
the general public.

CDPO Dzongu, Netuk 
Lepcha briefed the gath-
ering regarding the 
Poshan Abhiyan (Na-
tional Nutrition Mis-
sion), the PM’s scheme 
for holistic nourishment 
for the targeted benefi-

ciaries i.e. pregnant, lac-
tating mother, children 
0-6 years of age and ad-
olescent girls. 

He informed the 
gathering that the abhi-
yan aims to reduce 
malnutrition, anemia, 
stunting and low birth 
weight, etc. by 2022.

An of icial statement said sections 4, 5 and 6 of the 
Act are proposed to be amended to provide the option 
of stringent punishment, including the death penalty, 
for committing aggravated penetrative sexual assault 
on a child.

It said these amendments are aimed at discouraging 
the trend of child sexual abuse by acting as a deterrent. 
The Act de ines child as any person below the age of 18 
years. It is a gender-neutral legislation, it said.

The amendments are also proposed to the section 
9 of the Act to protect children from sexual offences in 
times of natural calamities and disasters and in cas-
es where children are administered, in any way, any 
hormone or any chemical substance, to attain early 
sexual maturity for the purpose of penetrative sexual 
assault, it said.

Sections 14 and 15 of the POCSO Act, 2012 are also 
proposed to be amended to address the menace of the 
child pornography.

It is proposed to levy ine for not destroying or de-
leting or reporting the pornographic material involv-
ing a child, the statement said.

The offender can be further penalized with jail 
term or ine or both for transmitting propagating ad-
ministrating such material in any manner except for 
the purpose of reporting as may be prescribed and for 
use as evidence in court. 

POCSO Act made...

a threat to all. Such state-
ments were also not rep-
resentative of an indi-
vidual alone and should 
be ascribed to the party 
from whose platform the 
threats were issued.

“To threaten vio-
lence, even death in the 
pursuit of forming the 
government reveals the 
mindsets at play at such 
camps,” he said.

He highlighted that the 
governments were formed 
by people’s votes and only 

good government can pro-
tect the rights of the people 
and can sustain develop-
ment, peace and security in 
the State. 

“If a bad govern-
ment comes, then it will 
destroy the State and 
would work against the 
interests of the people,” 
he said.

The CM also urged the 
gathering not to fall for 
communal and religious 
issues because such divi-
sions would harm Sikkim 

in the long run. 
“Change should be 

for the betterment of the 
State and not to destroy the 
State itself. We will form 
the government for a sixth 
consecutive time to make 
Sikkim the Best State of the 
World,” he said.

He stressed that 
peace and security were 
very important for Sik-
kim and should not be 
taken for granted. 

“Despite being sur-
rounded by international 

borders and disturbanc-
es in the north east and 
neighbouring hills, we 
always maintained peace 
and security in the State 
and kept it free from 
any insurgency and un-
rest in these 24 years 
but now elements of 
political terrorism are 
surfacing and everyone 
needs to take this very 
seriously,” he said. 

He urged every indi-
vidual to come forward 
to protect the State.

Sikkim’s peace...

CM announces bonanza...
level for their efforts in 
transforming Sikkim into 
an exemplar.

The Chief Minister 
outlined the many chal-
lenges that his govern-
ment had to face when 
they took reins of the 
State back in 1994, and 
presented comparative 
analyses of the bench-
marks of progress then 
and in the present day. 
He highlighted that 24 
years of trials and trib-
ulations have gone into 
making the Sikkim of 
everyone’s dream, hence 
all segments of the state 
government have to 
come forward with a 
sense of ownership and 
strive towards upholding 
the values of peace, prog-
ress and prosperity that 
can be found in its inest 
in Sikkim. He called upon 
the state administration 
to be systematic in their 
approach and not per-
sonalize it as the govern-
ment is of the people and 
endeavours to serve the 
people. He enunciated 
that the government of-
icials have to respect the 

continued mandate of 
the Sikkimese for peace 
and progress and thus 
they should all work to-
gether to give the people 
what they aspire for.

Providing major bo-
nanza to state govern-
ment Group C and D em-
ployees, adhoc and tem-
porary employees work-
ing in various depart-
ments, the Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling made 
several announcements. 
He announced that the 
qualifying period for pro-
motion for group C & D 
employees would now be 
reduced to ive years. 

Likewise, female 
workers engaged in 
various sectors on tem-
porary capacity in any 
sector will entitled to six 
months maternity leave. 
Chief Minister Mr Cham-
ling said that all Safai 
Karmacharis working 
under various govern-
ment departments for 
more than ten years will 
be regularised. 

He also announced 
that employees work-
ing under Group C and 
D grade from last ive 
years and above will be 
regularized. He directed 
all the concerned Depart-
ments to submit the pro-
posal by 15 January, and 
ensure implementation of 
all the above announce-
ments by 31st of January, 
2019. He also announced 
that all pending promo-
tions of Group C & D em-
ployees will be done im-
mediately on priority.

The Chief Minister 
further announced that 
Sikkim government will 
issue Other Backward 
Class (OBC) Certi icates 
and Scheduled Caste (ST) 
Certi icates to non-COI / 
Sikkim Subject holders 
those who have valid 
Voter Cards, Residential 
Certi icates and Trade 
Licenses said the Chief 
Minister. 

The Chief Minister 
also announced that all 
vacant posts in the Gov-
ernment will be adver-
tised at the earliest.  

He announced that 
the qualifying period for 
promotion of police consta-
ble and forest guards will 
be reduced from 15 years 
to 5 years. Thus, they will 
be entitled to get next pro-
motion after ive years. 

“Under Sikkim Police 
Service, now police of-
icers will be promoted 

upto IG Range, before it 
was done upto DIG range 
only. And now onwards 
Police Inspector (PI) and 
Sub-Inspector (SI) will 
be eligible to get next 
promotion after 6 years 
of service. Earlier under 
Sikkim Police Service 
they used to get promo-
tion after 8 years of ser-
vice and from henceforth 
the qualifying period will 
be 6 years,” added Mr 
Chamling.   

The Chief Minister 
said that under the ‘One 
Family One Job Scheme’ 
of the State Government, 
twenty thousand unem-
ployed youths will get ap-
pointment order during 
Rojgar Mela which is 
scheduled to be held on 
12 January at Paljor Sta-
dium. He assured that 
they will be regularised 
after 5 years of service. 
He added that if anyone is 
left out during this Mela, 
they will be appointed in 
the second phase. 

He informed the gath-
ering that the Janta Mela 
will commence from 16 
January, 2019.   

Earlier, the program 
started with the wel-
come address by State 
Chief Secretary, A.K. 
Shrivastava who offered 
best wishes to the Chief 
Minister on marking 
24 years of successful 
governance on behalf 
of all the government 
employees of the State. 
He highlighted various 
achievements of the state 
under the leadership of 
the Chief Minister like 
the airport connectivi-
ty through the Pakyong 

Green ield Airport, To-
tal Literate State Status, 
completion of the Holy 
Buddhist Trinity with 
the inauguration of the 
Chenrezig Shingkham at 
Pelling, amongst others. 
The Chief Secretary stat-
ed that the Future Policy 
Award to the CM by the 
UN at Rome has added a 
dimension to the organic 
state status of Sikkim. 

In conclusion, the 
Chief Secretary highlight-
ed that the Parliamen-
tary Committee of Com-
merce had expressed sat-
isfaction at the progress 
rate of Sikkim and the 
policies adopted by the 
state which testi ies that 
Sikkim is moving in the 
right direction.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Planning and 
FRED/ VB Pathak gave a 
brief report on the prog-
ress achieved by the state 
government during the 
last 24 years. 

The function also 
saw the release of three 
books by the Chief Min-
ister. These books have 
been published by the 
Information and Public 
Relations Department, 
namely; SIKKIM- cross-
ing a new horizon, Vol-
ume X; Mero Sapna Ko 
Sikkim , Volume X; The 
Coffee Table Book – Fu-
ture Policy Award 2018.

Recent teacher promo-
tees from the post of School 
Mothers from all over 
Sikkim also felicitated the 
Chief Minister in apprecia-
tion and gratitude.

The programme 
concluded with vote of 
thanks proposed by Sec-
retary, Rural Manage-
ment & development De-
partment, C.S. Rao. 

“But it is equally important that we remain alive 
to having value addition in terms of eligibility, quality, 
in terms of having a system which produces quality 
practitioners and quality teachers. It is a major step 
in this direction,” he said.

The draft bill, according to the statement, is aimed 
at bringing reforms in the medical education of Indi-
an medicine sector in lines with the National Medical 
Commission proposed for setting up for Allopathy 
system of medicine.

The proposed regulatory structure will enable 
transparency and accountability for protecting the 
interests of the general public, it said.

The NCIM will promote availability of affordable 
healthcare services in all parts of the country, accord-
ing to the statement.

Cab approves bill for...

Jallianwala Bagh Memorial 
Bill introduced in LS

N  D , D  28 
(PTI): A bill which seeks 
to remove the Congress 
president as a perma-
nent member in a trust 
that runs the Jallianwala 
Bagh National Memorial 
to make the body “apo-
litical” was introduced in 
the Lok Sabha Friday

The Jallianwala 
Bagh National Memorial 
(amendment) Bill, moved 
by Culture Minister Ma-
hesh Sharma states that it 

seeks to “delete” the men-
tion of ‘President of the 
Indian National Congress’ 
as a trustee.

The amendment bill 
also paves way for the 
leader of the single larg-
est opposition party in 
the Lok Sabha to be a 
member of the trust. As 
of now, only Leader of 
the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha is a member of the 
trust. The present Lok 
Sabha has no leader of 

the Opposition.
The amendment bill 

also confers power to 
the central government 
to terminate the term 
of a nominated trustee 
before the expiry of the 
term without assigning 
any reason.

As of now, the trust 
which manages the me-
morial, has the Prime 
Minister as the chair-
person, President of 
Indian National Con-
gress, Culture Minister, 
Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, Pun-
jab governor, Punjab CM 
as its members.

Virendra Kataria, Am-
bika Soni and Harvendra 
Singh Hanspal are nomi-
nated trustees appointed 
in 2013 for ive years, 
according to the Culture 
Ministry website.

Jallianwala Bagh me-
morial was established 
in 1951 by the central 
government to mark 
the massacre of un-
armed people on April 
13, 1919 by the British 
Indian Army under the 
command of Col. Regi-
nald Dyer.

US government shutdown set 
to drag on to 2019 as Trump, 

Democrats stick to their stands

LALIT K JHA
W , D  28 
(PTI): The partial US 
government shutdown 
is all set to drag on to the 
new year as opposition 
Democrats and Repub-
licans refused to show 
any sign of compromise 
Thursday to end the im-
passe over President 
Donald Trump’s demand 
for border wall funding.

Trump has refused to 
sign any stopgap spend-
ing bill that does not has 
provisions to fund a wall 
along the US-Mexico bor-
der which he says is es-
sential to stop the low of 
illegal immigrants.

The Democrats, who 
will hold majority in the 
US House of Representa-
tives in 2019 and carries 
the crucial numbers in 
the Senate despite being 
in minority, has argued 
that such a move is waste 
of taxpayers’ money.

Statements issued 
by both the camps on 
Thursday indicated that 
the impasse is all set to 
continue in the new year. 
The partial government 
shutdown that started 
last Saturday has affect-

ed 800,000 federal em-
ployees, who have either 
been furloughed or are 
working without pay.

President Trump 
continued to blame 
Democrats for the 
shutdown. In a tweet, 
Trump said the gov-
ernment shutdown is 
not about the wall.

“Everybody knows 
that a Wall will work per-
fectly (In Israel the Wall 
works 99.9%). This is 
only about the Dems not 
letting Donald Trump 
and the Republicans have 
a win. They may have the 
10 Senate votes, but we 
have the issue, Border 
Security. 2020! he said.

White House press 
secretary Sarah Sanders 
also criticised Democrats 
on Thursday, saying in a 
statement that they had 
“decided to go home” 
over the Christmas hol-
iday rather than stay in 
Washington to negotiate.

The President has 
made clear that any bill 
to fund the government 
must adequately fund 
border security to stop 
the low of illegal drugs, 
criminals, MS-13 gang 
members, child smug-
glers and human traf ick-
ers into our communities 
- and protect the Amer-
ican people, the White 
House said.

“The administration 
understands this crisis 
and made a reasonable, 
common-sense solution 
to Democrats ive days 
ago - we’ve not received 
a single response, it said 
in a statement.

The President and 
his team stayed in Wash-
ington over Christmas 
hoping to negotiate a 

deal that would stop the 
dangerous crisis on the 
border, protect Ameri-
can communities, and 
re-open the government, 
it said.

The Democrats decid-
ed to go home, it alleged.

The only rational 
conclusion is that the 
Democrat party is open-
ly choosing to keep our 
government closed to 
protect illegal immi-
grants rather than the 
American people. The 
President does not want 
the government to re-
main shut down, but he 
will not sign a proposal 
that does not irst prior-
itize our country’s safety 
and security, the White 
House said.

The Democrats have 
described it as a “Trump 
shutdown”.

Federal workers 
should not be held hos-
tage by the President’s 
demand for a useless and 
offensive border wall 
that he promised Mexico 
would pay for, said Dem-
ocratic leader Congress-
man McGovern.

Republicans hold the 
House, the Senate, and the 
White House until January 
3. They closed this govern-
ment down and they have 
an obligation to open it 
back up. If they continue 
refusing to do so, the Dem-
ocratic Majority will move 
to responsibly end the 
Trump Shutdown on Day 
One of the new Congress, 
he said.

Senator Richard Blu-
menthal said Trump’s 
positioning for a very 
long shutdown disre-
gards the struggle and 
sacri ice many families 
are currently making.
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

LAND FOR SALE
BL Plot, 60x60, both side road, Low-
er Syari, Near Ranipool, Land is 
almost fl at. Contact 7384620040, 
7477406169. 

Soreng Girls Academy in inals of All 
Sikkim Women’s Football Tournament

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 D :

Soreng Girls Acade-
my, West Sikkim has 

secured its berth in the 
inals of the ongoing 

1st All Sikkim Women’s 
Football Tournament 
here at Paljor Stadium. 
In the first contesting 
semi-final match on Fri-
day, Soreng Girls Acad-

emy outplayed Dzongu 
Girls Football Academy, 
North Sikkim 2-0.

The first half of the 
match ended in a goal-
less draw. In the early 
minutes of the second 
half, Reema Tamang 
scored the lead for 
Soreng GA and soon 
her teammate Dechen 
Lepcha doubled the lead 

in the 55th minute to 
take the team into the fi-
nals of the tournament.

The second semi-fi-
nal match between Man-
eybong Dentam Girls 
Academy and Pragati 
Sangh, Soreng sched-
uled for this afternoon 
has been postponed to 
Saturday at 10 AM due 
to heavy rainfall.

Another woman alleges contracting HIV 
after transfusion in TN govt hospital

C , D  28 (PTI): 
In yet another case of al-
leged medical negligence in 
Tamil Nadu, a woman has 
claimed that she contract-
ed the HIV virus following 
blood transfusion at a gov-
ernment hospital where 
she underwent treatment 
for low haemoglobin.

The government hos-
pital has refuted the alle-
gation. The affected wom-
an, said to be in her 20s, 
told a Tamil TV channel 
Friday she underwent the 
transfusion in April while 
being pregnant. She came 
to know she had HIV only 
when the hospital informed 
her after conducting tests 
in August when she went 
there for check-up.

The women said 
though she had been 
regularly visiting a lo-
cal public health centre 
when she was pregnant, 
she was only adminis-
tered vaccines there.

“The blood trans-
fusion happened at the 

Government Kilpauk 
Medical College and Hos-
pital (GKMCH) only. That 
is where the mistake 
happened,” she said.

Refuting the allega-
tion, hospital dean Dr P 
Vasanthamani said the 
woman was transfused 
with “100 per cent HIV 
free” blood.

The woman claimed 
she had taken up the 
matter with the state 
government but to no 

avail. She had not gone 
public earlier as her rel-
atives had warned her it 
will affect her reputation, 
she said.

She was now coming 
out because even her 
relatives were not sup-
porting her anymore, the 
woman added.

Responding to the 
woman’s allegation, Vas-
anthamani insisted there 
was no wrongdoing on 
the hospital’s part and 

said two units of blood 
were given on different 
days in April and both 
were screened to ensure 
they were HIV negative.

“As far as we are con-
cerned, we gave only 100 
per cent HIV free blood. 
There is no chance of 
her contracting the virus 
here,” she told reporters 
Friday. The hospital had 
record and ‘evidence’ to 
show that only HIV neg-
ative blood was trans-

fused, she asserted.
After testing positive 

for the virus, the wom-
an underwent treatment 
at the hospital for some 
time, Vasanthamani said.

Her child, who was 
born recently through a 
caesarean section, tested 
negative for the virus, the 
dean added.

When reporters 
sought state Health Min-
ister C Vijayabaskar’s re-
action, he said he came to 
know about it only from 
the media and indicated 
he would respond later.

Earlier, a 24-year-
old pregnant woman at 
Sattur in Virudhunagar 
district contracted HIV 
allegedly after being 
transfused contaminated 
blood supplied by a blood 
bank which failed to con-
duct proper screening 
for the virus, prompting 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to order exam-
ination of stocks in the 
state’s blood banks.

Emotional reunion for Kerala 
couple after 72 years

K  (K ), D  
28 (PTI): In a touching 
re-union, 93-year-old E 
K Narayanan Nambiar, 
who was imprisoned for 
participating in the 1946 
violent peasant struggle 
in Kavumbayi village of 
Kerala, met his irst wife 
after 72 years, leaving 
them both speechless 
and teary-eyed.

As the two sat quiet-
ly and wiped away tears, 
Sarada, now 89, said she 
did not harbour any an-
ger against anyone.

“I am not angry 
with anyone,” she told 
Narayanan.

“Then why are you 
quiet? Why are you not 
saying anything?” said 
Narayanan as Sarada sat 
quietly with bowed head.

Sarada was 13 and 
Narayanan 17 when 
the two entered into 
wedlock.

Just ten months 
into their marriage, 
Narayanan and his fa-
ther Thaliyan Raman 
Nambiar, who led the 
Kavumbayi agitation, 
went underground. 
They were caught two 
months later and im-
prisoned for taking part 
in the land struggle.

The young bride was 
sent to her parental home 
as Malabar Special Police 

knocked at her doors at 
odd hours in search of 
Raman and Narayanan.

“Their house was ran-
sacked and set on ire...,” 
Narayanan’s nephew, 
Madhu Kumar told PTI.

Narayanan was sent 
to prison for eight years. 
He served his term in 
three jails at Kannur, Vi-
yyur and Salem.

His father was shot 
dead in Salem jail on 
February 11, 1950 and 
Narayanan, a living leg-
end of the struggle, had 
22 shells pierced in his 
body, of which three 
could not be removed, 
Kumar said.

A few years later, 
Sarada’s family decided 
to marry her off to anther 
person.

After his release in 
1957, Narayanan also got 
married again.

Years later, Sarada’s 
son, Bhargavan, an organ-
ic farmer, bumped into 
relatives of Narayanan. 
As they discussed their 
family history, it dawned 
on them that their fami-
lies were connected.

It was then decided 
that the long-lost couple 
should meet.

A meeting was ar-
ranged and Narayanan, 
now a widower, came 
to see Sarada at Bharga-

van’s home at Parasinika-
davu along with some of 
his relatives.

At first, Bhargavan 
said, his mother re-
fused to step out and 
talk to Narayanan, but 
after much coaxing, 
she agreed.

Both were quite for 
some time and wiped 
away tears.

They were emotional, 
Bhargavan said.

Bhargavan’ family 
also arranged a ‘sadya’ 
(elaborate lunch) for 
Narayanan and the two 
families promised to 
meet soon.

Sarada, who was wid-
owed 30 years ago, had 
six children of whom 
only four are alive.

Narayanan’s grand 
daughter, Shanta Kavum-
bayi, has penned a novel 
on the Kavumbayi peas-
ant struggle titled “De-
cember 30”.

In December 1946, 
the people of Kavum-
bayi village in this dis-
trict raised their de-
mand for ‘punam’ cul-
tivation. It is a type of 
shifting cultivation.

A strong police con-
tingent was sent to the 
spot. The peasants re-
sisted the armed forces 
which led to the killing of 
ive farmers in the iring.

Foreign journalists violating Indian 
laws liable to be punished: MHA

N  D , D  28 
(PTI): All foreigners have 
to respect Indian law and 
those found in violation 
are liable to be punished 
but that does not mean 
they are blacklisted for-
ever, a Home Ministry of-
icial said on Friday after 

a Reuters journalist was 
denied entry into India 
for allegedly violating 
visa rules.

The action against 
Cathal McNaughton, 
chief photographer at 
the news agency’s Delhi 
of ice who was recently 
sent back from the air-
port here after his arrival 
from an overseas trip, is 
not permanent and can 
be reviewed after six 
months or a year, the of-
icial told PTI.

“Everybody has to fol-
low law. For violation, the 
consequence is the same 
for everybody. Foreign-
ers should respect Indian 
law. If any Indian visits 
abroad and violates the 
law of that country, he 
or she is also liable to 
be punished,” the offi-
cial said.

McNaughton, an Irish 
national who won the 
Pulitzer Prize in May 
2018, allegedly travelled 

to restricted and protect-
ed areas in Jammu and 
Kashmir without permis-
sion. He also reported 
from the state without 
valid permission.

“He may be a winner 
of some awards, but that 
does not give him the li-
cence to violate Indian 
laws. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs regularly 
informs foreign journal-
ists about Indian rules 
and regulations. And in 
certain places, a foreigner 
is required to take permis-
sion. If you violate these 
rules and regulations, we 
are bound to take action,” 
the of icial warned.

“If somebody is de-
nied entry, it does not 
mean that he is blacklist-
ed forever. It may be re-
viewed after six months 
or one year,” he said.

Another of icial said 
foreign correspondents 
also require prior home 
ministry approval to ilm 
in restricted and protect-
ed areas such as border 
districts, defence instal-
lations and other places 
of strategic importance, 
national parks and wild-
life sanctuaries.

According to visa 
rules for foreign journal-

ists, “A foreign journalist, 
TV cameraperson etc, 
including a foreign jour-
nalist already based in 
India, who desires to visit 
a restricted or protected 
area or Jammu and Kash-
mir or the North Eastern 
States, should apply for 
a special permit through 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (External Publici-
ty Division)”.

Under normal cir-
cumstances, India grants 
foreign journalists visas 
for up to three months. 
In rare cases, a six-month 
journalist visa, with a 
single or double entry, 
can be issued.

The MHA and the 
MEA have also held dis-
cussions to review pro-
tocols on foreign journal-
ists. In May this year, the 
MEA reminded foreign 
journalists based in India 
that they require permis-
sion to travel to areas 
protected under the For-
eigners (Protected Ar-
eas) Order, 1958.

The areas are -- all of 
Arunachal Pradesh, parts 
of Himachal Pradesh, 
parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir, parts of Rajas-
than, all of Sikkim and 
parts of Uttarakhand.

Proposal for strengthening autonomous 
councils in NE tribal  areas ready: Rijiju

N  D , D  28 
(PTI): The government 
has readied a proposal to 
strengthen autonomous 
councils in tribal areas in 
the Northeast, Minister of 
State for Home Kiren Rijiju 
said Friday in Lok Sabha. 
Responding to a private 
member’s bill moved by 
Vincent Pala of Congress, 
the minister said: “There 
is a good news. We have 
prepared a cabinet note. 
Soon we will bring a bill 
in the House”.

Rijiju, who was 
speaking on the Sixth 
Schedule to the Consti-
tution (Amendment) Bill 
2015 introduced by Vin-
cent, said that there was 
a demand to increase the 
number of elected mem-
bers in these councils 
particularly in Megha-
laya and Assam and the 
ministry has agreed to 
that. He said the demand 
of giving mines and min-
erals to these councils 
cannot be ful illed as it 
will be violative of con-
stitutional provisions.

The minister said 
that the government 
never interferes in the 
way tribals live in these 
regions.The main pur-

pose of the Constitution 
amendment bill is also to 
increase representation 
of women, he said. “We 
have made provisions for 
that. Women should be 
properly represented in 
these councils,” the min-
ister said.

He also said that after 
the passage of the bill, 
elections of these coun-
cils would be conducted 
by state election author-
ities and “we have also 
put provisions for dis-
quali ications”.

On the demand for 
special inancial provi-
sion, Rijiju said there will 
be a provision of special 
budgetary allocations for 
these councils.

State inance commis-
sion would also inform 
about the amount to be 
given to these councils. 
Talking about the issue 
of Northeastern states, 
the minister said secu-
rity is a major challenge 
and the government has 
taken several steps to 
promote development of 
these states. He alleged 
that during the Congress 
governments, “no one 
worked on the root cause 
of increasing militancy in 

these states”. “There was 
nobody at that time in 
Delhi to listen to the con-
cerns of these people. But 
this government has en-
sured that now no one can 
go back without meeting 
government representa-
tives here,” he added.

He said that this gov-
ernment started dialogue 
with militant organisa-
tions and those “who are 
not listening, we are tak-
ing tough actions”.

He alleged that the 
earlier governments com-
mitted a lot of mistakes 
and “we are improving 
those”. “The Prime Min-
ister and ministers regu-
larly visit these states. No 
development happened 
but now we are focusing 
on that. Tourism is lour-
ishing there now,” he said.

He urged Pala to with-
drew the bill, which was 
agreed to by the Congress 
member. In a lighter vein, 
the Minister said, “Pala ji 
should come to the BJP to 
work for the Northeast”.

The minister said 
that it is a record of sorts 
that a private member’s 
bill has been discussed 
for such a long time as it 
was introduced in 2015.

2 of 5 eclipses in 2019 
to be visible in India

Anthyesti Kriya
The Anthyesti Kriya of late 
Captain Modugu Vasudev Reddy 
who passed away peacefully on 
the 20th December 2018 falls on 
the 31st December 2018.
All relatives, friends and well 
wishers are requested to join us 
once again to offer prayers for the 
departed soul at our residence at 
Entel Motors Complex, 6th Mile, 
Tadong, Gangtok.
We would like to express our 
gratitude to all those who extended 
their kind help and moral support 
in our hour of bereavement. 

Priya Reddy Ladakhi (daughter)
Guru T. Ladakhi (son-in-law)

Indore, Dec 28 (PTI): As-
tronomy enthusiasts and 
skygazers will be able 
to watch ive eclipses in 
2019, two of which will 
be visible in India.

It will start with a 
partial solar eclipse on 
January 6, though it will 
not be visible in India, Dr 
Rajendraprakash Gupt, 
Superintendent of the 
Ujjain-based Jiwaji Ob-
servatory, told PTI.

On January 21, a total 
lunar eclipse will take place 
which too would not be vis-
ible in India as it would be 

daytime here, he informed. 
Similarly, a total solar 
eclipse that will occur on 
July 2-3 will not be visible 
in India as it would be night 
here, Dr Gupt said.

A partial lunar eclipse 
set to take place on July 16-
17 will be visible in India 
as well as an annular (ring-
shaped) solar eclipse on 
December 26, he said.

He said that ive 
eclipses were seen in 
2018, two of which were 
total lunar eclipses and 
three were partial solar 
eclipses.
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Empowerment for Equality 
is a No Brainer

So why should only women 
ight for women’s issues?

Despite a Supreme Court verdict, most of the 
women are still denied entry to Sabarimala 

temple. When the judgment arrived, it was wel-
comed by “women activists”. Every woman of 
menstruating age who has made failed attempts 
to offer prayers at Sabarimala and verify whether 
the State and the society will allow a Court verdict 
to be obeyed is introduced as an “activist.” The 
many voices getting heard on the issue are again 
of “women activists” and “well-meaning” men-folk. 
And therein lies one of the root causes of a variety 
of problems plaguing the country – this acceptance 
that women’s empowerment is the look-out of only 
these two segments. 

It is unfortunate that gender equality battles are 
led almost exclusively by women, leading to this 
weird situation where even when women speak 
of equality, we, by and large, see them as being 
feminist. Even those who don’t see feminism as the 
handiwork of over-ambitious women, and may even 
support it, slot efforts towards equality as “feminist” 
moves. To see how embarrassingly offensive such re-
sponses, even if subconscious, are, compare it against 
the male equivalent for feminism – chauvinism. The 
dictionary de inition of a Male Chauvinist reads: “A 
man whose behavior and attitude toward women in-
dicate a belief that they are innately inferior to men”. 
By contrast, women, even when pursuing the basic 
right of equality (and not superiority), are seen as 
feminist. We have even co-opted grammar to perpet-
uate male superiority. The problem lies in this whole 
mentality in which even the language has been ham-
strung in chauvinistic lexicon where the only female 
equivalent for a male “stud” is a “slut”. It is this sub-
liminal conditioning of our minds that has inured us 
to the many depressing realities of our country. It is 
in this zombie-like acceptance that things have always 
been like this that the many woes of our society, and 
not only the ones regarding women, are born. It all 
starts at home with how we grow up getting used to 
the almost continuous reinforcement of gender bias-
es. Before we know it, we have been brainwashed. So, 
when guests arrive, the son will tell the jokes and the 
daughter will serve water.

Any practice which discriminates people on the 
basis of gender, caste, community, color or faith should 
immediately repulse people. Revulsion can be the only 
response to news that women are being refused ac-
cess because of their gender. But such news does not 
revile us anymore. Even when most of us do not agree 
with such practices, we do not feel offended enough 
because we have been conditioned at home, in school 
and in the work places to see women as somehow not 
equal. Worryingly, very few people are embarrassed 
for holding on to such attitudes. Of course, one could 
argue that most women are comfortable with such 
hierarchies, but those comfort levels are akin to the 
Stockholm Syndrome where a kidnapped person 
starts being grateful towards the kidnapper. What 
choice do they have? Give women economic and 
decision-making powers and see if they slip back to 
being submissive, all-suffering daughters, wives and 
daughter-in-laws. We need to change our vocabulary. 
Equality issues cannot be painted as empowerment 
because that is an already existing right that is being 
reinforced. Empowerment needs to be about much, 
much more. Attitudinally, we need to at least reach a 
level where we do not ight for just a quota in jobs or 
elected posts for women, but reach a place where we 
see ambition in women as normal. And the process, 
because the brainwashing started at home, needs to 
begin at home. Parents need to consciously repair 
the damage. Then we will have to move to schools, 
because it is there that the stereotypes, instead of 
getting demolished, are reinforced. We do this much, 
and we will not have to worry about the workplaces 
because “empowerment” would have happened by 
then. We could then reach a situation where, when 
a journalist needs to get feedback on the HC verdict 
on Haji Ali, does not call up only women groups,  and 
can just step out an ask random people, all of whom 
will welcome it with headline-making phrases. We 
could reach a situation where, even when regressive 
mindsets try to deny women, they are forced to capit-
ulate because the men, instead of waiting for women 
groups to ile a case, instinctively boycott such places 
themselves. With patronage, by way of donations and 
presence, taken away, the offensive mindsets which 
look down on women will quickly become genuine 
liberals. And all of this is not about “empowering” 
women, it is about making the society more com-
passionate and responsive, because that is what we 
will achieve with such a turnaround in attitudes.

Why two people see the same thing 
but have different memories

Are your New Year’s health resolutions really a free choice?

JULIAN MATTHEWS
theconversation.com

Does it ever strike you as odd that you and a 
friend can experience the same event at the 

same time, but come away with different memo-
ries of what happened? So why is it that people can 
recall the same thing so differently?

We all know memory isn’t perfect, and most 
memory differences are relatively trivial. But 
sometimes they can have serious consequences.

Imagine if you both witnessed a crime. What 
factors lead to memory differences and whom 
should we trust?

There are three important aspects to memory: 
encoding, storage, and retrieval.

- encoding is how we get information into 
the brain

- storage is how we retain information over 
time

- retrieval is how we get information out of 
the brain.

Differences in each or a combination of these 
aspects might help explain why memories differ 
from one person to another.
HOW DIFFERENT PEOPLE ENCODE MEMORIES

Memory encoding starts with perception — the 
organisation and interpretation of sensory infor-
mation from the environment.

The salience of sensory information (for example, 
how bright a light is or loud a sound) is important – 
but perception does not rely on salience alone.

Rather, perception is strongly affected by what we 
have experienced in the past and our expectations of 
what we might experience in the future. These effects 
are called top-down processes, and have a big impact 
on whether we successfully encode a memory.

One of the most important top-down process-
es is attention — our ability to focus selectively on 
parts of the world, to the exclusion of other parts.

While certain visual items can be perceived or 
encoded into memory with little or possibly no at-
tention, attending to items is hugely bene icial for 
perception and memory.

How different people focus their attention on 
an event will affect what they remember.

For example, your preference for a particular 
sporting team can bias your attention and memory. 
A study of American football found that sports fans 
tended to remember rough play instigated by their 
opponent, rather than their own side.

Age also contributes to differences in memory, 
because our ability to encode the context of memo-
ries diminishes as we get older.

Context is an important feature of memory. 
Studies show that if we attend to both an item and 
its context, we remember the item better than if we 
attend to the item alone.

For example, we are more inclined to encode 

the location of our car keys if we focus on both the 
keys and how we have placed them in a room, rath-
er than just focusing on the keys alone.

HOW DIFFERENT PEOPLE STORE MEMORIES
Memories are irst encoded into a temporary 

memory store called short-term memory. Short-
term memories decay quickly and only have a ca-
pacity of three or four bits at a time.

But we can group larger bits of information 
into manageable chunks to it into memory. For 
instance, consider the challenging letter sequence:

- C, I, A, A, B, C, F, B, I
This can be chunked into the easily memorised:
- CIA, ABC, FBI

Information in short-term memory is held in 
a highly accessible state so we can bind features 
together. Techniques such as verbal rehearsal (re-
peating words aloud or in our head) allow us to 

consolidate our short-term memories into long-
term memories.

Long-term memory has an enormous capacity. 
We can remember at least 10,000 pictures, accord-
ing to a study from the 1970s.

Memories can differ between people on the ba-
sis of how we consolidate them. Many studies have 
investigated how memory consolidation can be im-
proved. Sleep is a well-known example.

A study found that long-term memory can also 
be enhanced by taking caffeine immediately 
after learning. The study used caffeine tablets 
to carefully control dosage, but this builds on 
growing evidence for the bene its of moderate 
coffee consumption.
HOW DIFFERENT PEOPLE RETRIEVE MEMORIES

Retrieving episodic memories, our memory 
of events, is a complex process because we must 
combine objects, places and people into a single 
meaningful event.

The complexity of memory retrieval is exempli ied 
by tip-of-the-tongue states — the common and frus-

trating experience that we hold something in long-term 
memory but we cannot retrieve it right now.

The emergence of brain imaging has meant we 
have identi ied many brain areas that are import-
ant for memory retrieval, but the full picture of 
how retrieval works remains mysterious.

There are many reasons that memory retrieval 
can differ from one person to another. Our ability 
to retrieve memories can be affected by our health.

For example, memory retrieval is impaired if 
we have a headache or are stressed.

Retrieval is also affected by the outside world; even 
the wording of questions can change how we recall an 
event. A study instructed people to view ilms of car ac-
cidents and then asked them to judge the speed the cars 
were moving. If people were asked how fast the cars 
were moving when they “crashed” or “smashed” into 
each other they judged the cars as moving faster than if 

the words “contacted” or “hit” were used.
Memory retrieval can also be affected by the 

presence of other people. When groups of people 
work together they often experience collaborative 
inhibition — a de icit in overall memory perfor-
mance when compared to the same group if they 
work separately and their memories are pooled 
after each individual has recounted their version.

Effects such as collaborative inhibition high-
light why memory differences occur but also why 
eyewitness testimony is so problematic.

Thankfully, the proliferation of smartphones has 
lead to the development of innovative apps, such as 
iWitnessed, that are designed to help witnesses and 
victims preserve and protect their memories.

Technology such as this and knowledge of 
memory encoding, storage, and retrieval can help 
us determine whom to trust when differences in 
memory occur.

[the writer is Postdoctoral Research 
Of icer – Cognitive Neurology 

Laboratory, Monash University]

SHELLEY Z. REUTER
theconversation.com

“I really should be taking better care 
of myself.”

Who hasn’t thought that at least 
once in the past year? And maybe 
you’ve made a few health resolutions 
for 2019 — to cut back on the junk 
food, up the daily exercise, start med-
itating or get more sleep?

In 2014, the Canadian Community 
Health Survey (CCHS) found that 72 
per cent of respondents thought they 
should do something to live more 
healthily — an increase of 13.9 per 
cent since 2001.

Seventy-seven per cent planned 
to actually do something to improve 
their health, such as reducing stress, 
changing their eating habits or get-
ting more sleep and exercise — an-
other increase of 9.5 per cent since 
2001. And 59 per cent had already 
made some improvements.

It’s clear from these statistics 
that “healthism” — an elevated con-
sciousness about health, lifestyle and 
related practices of risk and disease 
prevention — is on the rise.

On the surface, this might seem 
like a positive cultural development. 
Who can argue with trying to be 
healthy? But healthism has another 
side — a tendency to locate responsi-
bility for health and well-being square-
ly on the shoulders of individuals.

Or, to put it another way, it lets the 
state off the hook for looking after its 
citizenry. (Remember the good old 
days, when Ottawa used to pay 50 per 
cent of the provinces’ expenditures 
on health care?)

HEALTH IS NOW A MORAL DUTY
The fact is, we’ve progressively 

been “responsibilized” in recent de-
cades to look after ourselves, with 
less and less support from our pro-
vincial and federal governments. The 
pursuit of “wellness” has become a 
kind of moral imperative that cannot 

be separated from the state’s broader 
political and economic objectives. 

As Canadians, we enjoy the ben-
e its of a socialized health-care sys-
tem, but even so, this imperative of 
individual responsibility to the rest of 
Canadian society consistently igures 
in, say, health promotion and popular 
lifestyle rhetoric.

For example, a health column in 
a Canadian women’s magazine de-
clared it possible to “retrain your 
brain,” claiming that unhealthy habits 

can be ixed simply by “changing your 
perspective.”

If your bad habit is that you “of-
ten put off exercise,” you just need to 
“choose more positive online in lu-
ences.” If your bad habit is an inability 
to stick to healthy eating goals, then 
you just need to “predict your feelings 
about food” before you begin eating. 

Exhorting individual readers to 
become entrepreneurial self-manag-
ers and take responsibility for their 
well-being, this magazine column 
goes on to list a series of other per-
sonal weaknesses and their quick 
ixes, all of which boil down to the 

reader’s good and bad choices and 
their ability (read: obligation) to con-
duct their lives more responsibly for 
the good of everyone.
CITIZENSHIP IS A BIOLOGICAL 
PROJECT

And this is where the idea of 

“biocitizenship” comes in.
Through engaging in practices of 

self-care — that is, making the “right” 
kinds of lifestyle and medical choic-
es — modern citizenship in the West 
has become a kind of biological proj-
ect. It depends on individuals ful ill-
ing their responsibility to the rest of 
society by accepting and carrying out 
the duty to care for themselves.

From relaxing baths to kale 
smoothies, self-care is de initely 
“on trend.” Increasingly, though, we 

ind ourselves morally and socially 
obligated to be proactive about our 
health risks, whether it be eating 
right, exercising more, quitting smok-
ing or even screening for genetic dis-
ease potential.

That moral obligation has even 
evolved into a kind of entitlement.

In my book on the history of 
Tay-Sachs disease, I show how some 
parents of children born with this 
fatal disease have sued for “wrong-
ful birth” and “wrongful life.” They 
claimed their right to be responsible 
biocitizens — by terminating their 
pregnancies — was denied when 
their doctors, genetic counsellors and 
the like failed to test for Tay-Sachs or 
did not inform them properly of the 
results when they did.
WELCOME TO YOUR ‘UNFREEDOM’

The point is that responsible bioc-
itizens engage in self-care for the 

good of all. 
Good biocitizens are healthy cit-

izens who do not use up too many 
health-care dollars by having cost-
ly health problems they could have 
prevented if only they’d looked after 
themselves better.

And, as I am inding in some \
research explorations, this message 
comes to us from all over — from our 
workplaces in the form of Employ-
ee Assistance Programs, from cam-
pus medical services in the form of 
“wellness promotion” and even from 
shopping malls in the form of “mall 
walking programs” designed to help 
people exercise more.

As a fairly recent development 
since Thatcher and Reagan were in 
power, the neoliberal trend is towards 
greater privatization, financializa-
tion and declining state responsibil-
ity for social welfare. As part of this, 
there has been a transformation of 
“patients” into “consumers” and a 
shift from “care and social entitle-
ments” to the individual’s “ethical 
duty” to be well.

All this re lects how individual 
freedom igures in this context as a 
kind of “unfreedom.”

Unfreedom is the capacity, or 
even the duty, to act that — given 
its moral undertones — is not really 
very free at all.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not say-
ing we shouldn’t aim for quality of life 
and try to be as healthy as we can. 
But choosing quinoa over cannoli is 
much more than a matter of person-
al preference. I think it’s important 
to reflect on our self-care choices 
in their political, economic and so-
cio-cultural context.

So, will you strive to become a 
better biocitizen in 2019? Or can 
you count on your government to 
do more of what it used to do — and 
look after you too?

[the writer is Associate Professor of 
Sociology, Concordia University]
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N  D , D  28 
(PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Friday 
announced a Rs 4,500 
crore inancial assistance 
to Bhutan for its 12th 
ive-year plan after hold-

ing wide-ranging talks 
with his Bhutanese coun-
terpart Lotay Tshering. 
In his media statement, 
Modi said hydro power 
cooperation with Bhutan 
is a key aspect of bilateral 
ties and that work on the 
Mangdechhu project will 
soon be completed.

Tshering arrived here 
on Thursday on his irst 
foreign visit after taking 
charge as PM of the Hima-
layan nation last month 
following his party’s victo-
ry in the general elections.

Modi said he has as-
sured the Bhutanese 
prime minister that In-
dia, as a trusted friend, 
will continue to play an 
important role in Bhu-
tan’s development.

India will contribute 

Rs 4,500 crore in Bhu-
tan’s 12th ive-year plan, 
Modi said.

Tshering on his part 
noted that Prime Min-
ister Modi was the irst 
head of state to to con-
gratulate him on his 
electoral victory. He 
also thanked India for 
its continued support to 
his country’s develop-
mental needs. The new 

five-year plan of Bhutan 
began this year and will 
continue till 2022.

Earlier in the day, 
Tshering was accorded a 
ceremonial welcome at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj also 
called on the Bhutanese 
premier this morning.

Swaraj congratu-
lated Tshering on the 

assumption of the high 
office of Bhutan’s prime 
minister and the two 
leaders had a “warm 
exchange of views” on im-
portant aspects of the bi-
lateral relationship, Min-
istry of External Affairs 
Spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar said. Tshering 
also laid a wreath at Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s ‘samadhi’ 
at Rajghat.

NeighbourhoodWATCH

Mystic Kalinga Festival to 
focus on Bhakti poetry

N  D , D  28 (PTI): 
Themed ‘From the carnal to the 
cosmic: A celebration of Bhakti 
poetry’, the Mystic Kalinga 
Festival, in its third edition, 
will celebrate the formless 
divine invoked by Bhakti 
movement exponents like Kabir, 
Tulsidas, Jayadeva, Tukaram, 
and Meerabai.

Organised by Odisha Diary 
Foundation, the literary-cultural 
festival that will bring together 
music, dance and discussion, 
is scheduled to be held in Bhu-
baneswar and Chilika in Odisha 
from January 5.

Arundhathi Subramaniam, 
the creative director of the event 
said that the aim this year was 
not to “merely discuss Bhakti, 
but to distil its very essence”.

“It is a celebration of Bhak-
ti that great tearing disruptive 
experience of human longing. 
A longing so all-encompassing 
that it has often blurred the di-
vide between the sacred and 
the sensual, the erotic and the 
existential, the human and the 
divine,” she said in a statement.

The festival will be a m lange 
of poetry readings, lectures, mu-
sic concerts, panel discussions 
and dance performances by 
eminent artistes, seekers and 

scholars, she added.
Over the course of three days 

of the festival, the city will wit-
ness participation by renowned 
poets and artistes including em-
inent Odiya writers Sitakant Ma-

hapatra, and Ramakanta Rath, 
and mythologist Devdutt Patta-
naik, writers Ashok Vajpeyi, and 
Jerry Pinto among others.

The festival will feature fa-
mous folk singer Parvathy Baul, 

who will share her personal un-
derstanding of Bhakti and what 
it means to walk the mystical 
path as a contemporary female 
seeker and musician.

Filmmaker-singer Shabnam 
Virmani will discuss how the 
mystic poets swept into her life 
and led her into a voyage she 
never anticipated.

Devdutt Pattanaik will re-
lect on why regional Bhakti 

movements are often ignored 
and eclipsed, while noted schol-
ar and translator Arshia Sattar 
will discuss the Valmiki Ra-
mayana as a biography of Rama 
before he became ‘god’.

Rashmi Ranjan Parida, 
founder and director of the festi-
val, said the event was born out 
of a need to connect to people’s 
hearts through poetry, music 
and dance, and explained why it 
was important to focus on my-
thology, and spiritual literature.

“Literature has the potential 
to connect a divided society and 
it can transform self-centered-
ness to world-centeredness. 
Kalinga Literature Festival was 
irst launched in 2014 to cel-

ebrate this potential of litera-
ture,” Parida said.

The festival will come to a 
close on January 7.

Rath Yatras meant for God, not 
to indulge in riot: Mamata

S  I  (WB), 
D  28 (PTI): Coming 
down heavily on the BJP 
for its proposed Rath 
Yatras in West Bengal, 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Friday said 
such yatras are typically 
conducted in the name 
of God, and not meant to 
indulge in “danga” (riot).

The Supreme Court 
on Monday declined an 
urgent hearing on a BJP 
plea challenging a Calcut-
ta High Court order dis-
allowing its Rath Yatras 
in the state. “There are 
yatras for Lord Krishna 
and Lord Jagannath, we 
take part in those rath 
yatras. Those who carry 
out yatras to kill common 
people indulge in ‘danga’ 
yatras,” Banerjee said at 
a public distribution pro-
gramme here.

“We don’t insult any-
body. We respect ev-
eryone irrespective of 
their religious af inity,” 
she added. The three-
phased Rath Yatra, also 
being called the ‘Save 
Democracy Rally’, was 
scheduled to be held this 
month, covering all the 
42 Lok Sabha constitu-
encies in the state. The 

rallies were to be lagged 
off by BJP president Amit 
Shah. Banerjee also hit 
out at BJP leaders, call-
ing them ‘bhogis’ (peo-
ple indulging in material 
enjoyment) and said the 
party was no authority to 
decide on what religion 
people should follow.

“These so-called ‘yo-
gis’ (holy men) are not 

‘yogis’ but they are ‘bh-
ogis’. They’ve suddenly 
started giving diktats to 
people on religion. Who 
are they to decide?

“My faith is my choice. 
We are secular, pray to all 
Gods and respect all re-
ligions. We love the Hin-
du religion as much as 
Islam, Sikh religion and 
Christianity,” she said.

Arunachal touches record revenue generation
I , D  28 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
government has created 
a record of a total rev-
enue generation of Rs 
1,598.49 crore in 2017-
18, reaching a new high 
in the last 30 years, a se-
nior of icial said Friday.

The revenue genera-
tion had crossed the Rs 
1,000 cr mark for two 
consecutive years since 
Arunachal Pradesh at-
tained statehood in 
1987, he said.

The revenue gener-
ation was Rs 1,253.57 
crore in 2016-17, reg-
istering an increase of 
Rs 326.39 crore from its 
previous collection that 
stood at Rs 927.23 crore, 
the of icial said.

“There has been a vis-
ible improvement in the 
work culture in the last 
two years. The Team 
Arunachal mantra has 
ignited minds of the em-

ployees to deliver goods 
to the people of the 
state. This has resulted 
in multiplying the state 
revenue collection,” the 
of icial said.

The BJP government 
in the state is making an 
all out effort to reach the 
Rs 2,000 crore mark in 
2018-19, he said.

The source of reve-
nue generation by the 
state government in-
cludes share of cen-

tral taxes, state taxes 
among others.

“Due to the concert-
ed effort and hard work 
of the state government 
and its dedicated of icers 
the revenue generation 
has shot up,” he said.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu had said at a recent 
meeting, “The state has wit-
nessed faster change, great-
er transparency and un-
precedented development 
in all sectors.”

India announces Rs 4,500 
crore assistance to Bhutan

Tripura Cabinet okays proposal for 
NCERT curriculum from next session

A , D  28 (PTI): 
The Tripura Cabinet has 
given its nod to a pro-
posal to introduce the 
NCERT curriculum in all 
state government and 
aided schools from the 
next academic session, 
beginning April 2019.

The Department of 
Education has initiated 
the process to introduce 
the NCERT curriculum to 
replace the existing one 
prescribed by the State 
Council of Education-
al Research and Train-
ing, Education Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath told re-
porters after the Cabinet 
meeting on Thursday. 
The meeting ended late 
in the evening.

The minister said the 
department has already 
procured over 2 lakh 
new books and 64,000 
books will soon be reach-
ing the state. The change 
in curriculum will take 
the state’s education 
system to the national 

level, he added. Shortly 
after coming to power 
in March this year, the 
BJP-Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
government set up an 
expert committee for re-
viewing school syllabus.

The panel had rec-
ommended the National 
Council of Educational 
Research and Training 
(NCERT) curriculum for 
schools in the state.

The panel had also 
suggested the imple-

mentation of the Central 
Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation (CBSE) syllabus 
across all government 
and government-aided 
schools in the state.

The state Cabinet has 
also asked the education 
department to examine 
whether school timings 
could be changed.

Currently all gov-
ernment and govern-
ment-aided schools 
have two shifts -- the 
morning shift and the 

afternoon shift.
Nath said the gov-

ernment has decided to 
bring an ordinance to 
constitute a state-level 
higher education board 
in accordance with the 
directives of the Ministry 
of Human Resource De-
velopment.

“If the board is not 
put in place, the MHRD 
may curtail outlay un-
der the Rashtriya Uch-
chatar Shiksha Abhiyan 
(RUSA),” he said.

Sri Lanka’s 
ruling UNP 
rules out early 
snap poll
C , D  28 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka’s ruling UNP 
has no intention to go 
for an early snap general 
election, a party spokes-
man said Friday, ending 
weeks of speculation that 
the government may dis-
solve parliament before 
the end of its term.

Ajith P Perera, a 
United National Par-
ty (UNP) spokesman, 
said no parliamentary 
election would be held 
before February 2020 
when President Mai-
thripala Sirisena could 
sack the assembly.

“We must make it 
very clear that the UNP 
has not expressed any 
willingness to dissolve 
parliament before its 
term ends,” Perera said.

The decision is con-
trary to the expecta-
tions of former Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapak-
sa’s new political party 
Sri Lanka Podujana 
Peramuna (SLPP).

Buoyed by the excel-
lent showing in the local 
council elections held in 
February, the SLPP lead-
ership insists for an early 
election to gain control of 
the government.

They won over 70 
per cent of the 300 
plus local councils by 
thrashing both major 
parties of Sirisena’s 
Sri Lanka Freedom Par-
ty (SLFP) and the UNP 
of prime minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe.

Mano Ganesan, a gov-
ernment ally and a minis-
ter said the decision that 
the general election will 
be held only when they 
are due in August 2020 
was taken at a high level 
meeting held last night.

“The President if he 
so wishes could call an 
early presidential elec-
tion, but all other elec-
tions would be held on 
schedule,” Ganesan said.

Sri Lanka faced a ma-
jor constitutional and po-
litical crisis which lasted 
over 50 days after Sirisena 
took a controversial deci-
sion of sacking Wickrem-
esinghe as Prime Minister 
to replace him with Ra-
japaksa in late October. 
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SAUMOJYOTI S 
CHOUDHURY
N  D , D  28 (PTI): 
It was touted as the year 
which could herald a 
change in the fortunes 
Indian hockey, but 2018 
turned out to be yet an-
other saga of missed op-
portunities for the sport.

Much was expected 
from the three big ticket 
events -- the Common-
wealth Games, Asian 
Games and the World 
Cup -- but rather than 
living upto expectations, 
2018 turned out to be 
a year of ‘what-could-
have-been’ for the eight-
time Olympic champions.

At the start of the 
year, India were expect-
ed to defend their Asian 
Games title and di-
rectly qualify for the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. 
They were also expect-
ed to make the semifi-
nals at the World Cup 
in Bhubaneswar, but 

all those hopes never 
turned into reality. In 
world rankings, India 
started the year at num-
ber six and ended at ifth, 
summing up an unac-
complished 2018.

The only constant in 
Indian hockey in the year 
was frequent “chopping 
and changing” -- from 
player to coach -- after 
every debacle.

The year started with 
the 27th Sultan Azlan 
Shah Cup in Ipoh, Malay-
sia where veteran Sardar 
Singh returned to lead 
the side but India had 
a disappointing outing 
there, managing only a 
win and a draw to inish 
a dismal ifth.

In between, after Ro-
elant Oltmans’ sacking in 
September 2017, Hock-
ey India (HI) handed the 
reigns of the Indian men’s 
team to women’s coach 
Sjoerd Marijne, a man 
who had never coached a 

men’s team before. Simi-
larly, junior men’s World 
Cup winning coach Har-
endra Singh was entrust-
ed with the women’s job. 
Harendra too had never 
coached a women’s team 
before, raising serious 
doubts over HI’s move.

But the experiment 
came to a premature end 
following India’s loss to 
England in the bronze 
medal match at the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth 
Games in April.

The CWG outing 
forced HI to go for a 
coach swap, probably 
for the irst time in Indi-
an hockey, with Haren-
dra replacing Marijne in 
the men’s team and the 
Dutchman rejoining the 
women’s side.

Amid the chopping 
and changing of coaches, 
the captain’s armband 
also passed many hands 
after Sardar was dropped 
from the Commonwealth 

Games squad and Man-
preet replaced him.

Every tournament 
and every bad result 
prompted HI to go back 
to its tried and tested 
formula of “chopping 
and changing”.

But after Harendra’s 
elevation to the men’s 
team, Sardar made a 
comeback along with 
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh 
after a long injury lay-off.

They returned for the 
inal edition of the Cham-

pions Trophy in Breda, 
Netherlands, where India 
recorded its best result of 
the year, inishing second 
after losing to Australia 
in the shoot-out.

Sardar was one of the 
best performers for India 
in the Champions Tro-
phy, marshalling the mid-
ield with aplomb, which 

earned him a place in the 
Asian Games squad.

India went into the 
Asiad as favourites to re-

tain the gold medal but it 
was not to be as the de-
fending champions lost 
to Malaysia in a shoot-out 
in the semi inal, eventu-
ally returning with a con-
solation bronze.

But the failure to de-
fend the Asian Games 
title and a direct berth 
in Tokyo Olympics was a 
serious setback and had 
its share of repercus-
sions, Sardar being the 
irst casualty. Sardar was 

dropped for the Asian 
Champions Trophy in 
Muscat, forcing the hurt 
mid- ielder to announce 
retirement. In the ACT, 
India shared the honours 
with Pakistan after the i-
nal was washed out.

But change remained 
the only constant for 
Indian hockey, and this 
time Harendra decid-
ed to make wholesome 
changes in the World Cup 
squad, putting his faith 
on World Cup-winning 

junior players in place 
of experienced cam-
paigners like Rupinder 
Pal Singh and SV Sunil 
among others.

India’s World Cup 
squad comprised only six 
players with over 150 in-
ternational caps as com-
pared to eventual cham-
pions Belgium, which 
had 12 players with over 
150 caps.

The country expect-
ed the young squad to 
rewrite history after 43 
years but that was not to 
be as after an impressive 
pool campaign, during 
which they drew 2-2 
with Belgium, the home 
team lost 1-2 to Nether-
lands to crash out in the 
quarter inals.

Nonetheless, the Indi-
ans did impress and fin-
ished sixth in the World 
Cup, their best finish in 
the mega-event after 
securing the fifth spot 
in the 1994 edition in 
Sydney.

Going ahead in 2019, 
India’s most important 
task would be to qual-
ify for the Olympics 
and with the country 
opting out of the Pro 
League, it remains to 
be seen what the Blue 
Sticks will do to book 
their ticket to Tokyo.

Harendra’s future as 
India coach is also under 
scanner.

Meanwhile, the In-
dian women’s team had 
moments to celebrate in 
the year gone by after 
they reached the inal of 
the Asian Games for the 
irst time in 20 years.

But the their dream 
of breaking a 36-year-
old gold jinx remained 
unfulfilled after they 
lost 1-2 to Japan in the 
inal in Jakarta.

Sport&Specials

Saga of missed chances continues 
to hurt Indian hockey in 2018

Bumrah rips through 
Australia, India on top 

despite 2nd innings collapse

CHETAN NARULA
M , D  28 (PTI): 
Pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
had Australia’s batsmen 
tied up in knots with 
his immaculate line and 
length, giving India the 
decisive advantage that 
withstood a second in-
nings batting collapse 
in the third cricket Test 
here Friday.

Called a “genius” on 
air by Australia’s former 
captain Michael Clarke, 
Bumrah’s career-best 
igures of 6/33 in 15.5 

overs also made him the 
irst bowler from the 

subcontinent to take a 
ive-for or more in South 

Africa, England and Aus-
tralia in the same year.

At the end of day 
three, India, after bowl-
ing out Australia for 151 
in response to their irst 
innings total of 443/7 
declared, took a 346-
run lead. The visitors 
were struggling at 54/5 
in 27 overs in their sec-
ond essay but had the 
upper-hand. Debutant 
Mayank Agarwal (28 bat-
ting), who scored an im-
pressive 76 in the irst in-
nings, and Rishabh Pant 
(6) were at the crease 
after 15 wickets fell in all 
on an exciting day.

In their second in-
nings, India were jolted 
by Pat Cummins (4-10), 
who took four wickets 
for two runs in the space 
of 19 balls, including Vi-
rat Kohli (0) and Ajinkya 
Rahane (0) caught off 
successive balls.

Rohit Sharma (5) pre-
vented his hat-trick, but 
fell before end of play.

This was after Bum-
rah’s outstanding effort 
handed India a 292-run 
lead. Bumrah returned sec-
ond-best igures for an Indi-
an bowler in Australia after 
Kapil Dev’s 8-106 at Ade-
laide in 1985. But he sur-
passed B Chandresekhar’s 
twin hauls of 6-52 in each 
innings at this ground in 
1977. Post tea, Australia’s 
innings lasted for only four 
overs as Bumrah quickly 
cleaned up the worrisome 
tail. First he got rid of Tim 
Paine (22) caught behind, 
and then trapped Nathan 
Lyon (0) lbw.

Three balls later, he 
bowled Josh Hazlewood 
(0) as India took a hefty 
lead. Kohli though de-
cided not to enforce the 
follow-on and the Indian 
mini-collapse followed 
thereafter. Cummins 
bounced out Hanuma 
Vihari (13) for the sec-
ond time in this Test, 
while Cheteshwar Pujara 
(0) was caught at short 
square leg for a duck fol-
lowing his hundred in the 
irst innings. India were 

reduced to 32-4 with a 
double break against Kohli 
and Rahane. Rohit Sharma 
was caught at slip off Josh 
Hazlewood (1-13) as In-
dia inished ive-down but 
still in control of the game.

Earlier, Australia sunk 
to 145-7 at tea. Post lunch, 
it took only four overs for 
Bumrah to strike again as 
he bowled Travis Head 
(20), playing on in the 
37th over.

Australia were in dire 

straits at 92-5 and things 
didn’t improve when 
Ravindra Jadeja (2-45) 
struck for a second time 
against Mitchell Marsh 
(9). The batsman tried an 
exaggerated onside lick, 
but ended up edging to 
slip as the ball exploded 
off the pitch. The hosts 
managed to cross 100 in 
the 41st over, but were 
struggling at 102-6. The 
next pair then batted with 
more patience and cut 
down on attacking strokes 
for the next hour.

In doing so, Paine and 
Pat Cummins (17) added 
36 runs for the seventh 
wicket and added some 
respectability to the total 
amid the ruins. To India’s 
credit, they never relented 
the bowling pressure and 
executed their plans to 
near perfection.

It could have been dif-
ferent, but Cummins was 
dropped on 2 by keeper 
Rishabh Pant off Hanuma 
Vihari in the 50th over.

Just when it appeared 
that Australia might avoid 
another dismissal, Mo-
hammed Shami (1-27) 
got into the attack and 
bowled him to give India 
the advantage again.  The 
visitors struck four blows 
in the morning session as 
Australia were reduced 
to 89-4 at lunch. Start-
ing from overnight 8-0, 
Australia were under the 
pump early on as Ishant 
Sharma (1-41) and Bum-
rah gave them no room 
for manoeuvring. It didn’t 
help that the Australian 
openers came out playing 
their shots and this attack-
ing instinct went in India’s 
favour.

Ishant struck in the 
ifth over of the morn-

ing as Mayank Agarwal 
scooped up a sharp catch 
at short mid-wicket to 
send back Aaron Finch (8). 
The ielder was stationed 
there for any aerial shot and 
the plan worked to get an 
early breakthrough. Four 
overs later, Marcus Harris 
(22) went for an uncon-
trolled pull and found the 
ine leg ielder as Bumrah 

celebrated his irst wicket 
of the day. India used the 
scoreboard pressure to 
good effect as Jadeja came 
on to bowl with close-in 
ielders all around the bat. 

Usman Khawaja (21) fell to 
this ploy, caught at short leg, 
as Australia slipped further 
to 53-3 in the 20th over.

Shaun Marsh (19) and 
Head then added 36 runs 
for the fourth wicket and 
brought some semblance 
of stability to the Austra-
lian innings. They used 
good footwork against 
Jadeja to smother the 
possibility of turn from 
the rough. But Bumrah 
came up with an inspira-
tional yorker at the stroke 
of lunch, and the slow 
dipping delivery caught 
Shaun Marsh plumb in 
front of the wicket, as 
Australia’s top-order was 
completely blown away 
on this third morning. The 
four-match series is level 
at 1-1, after India won 
the irst Test in Adelaide 
by 31 runs and Australia 
won the second Test in 
Perth by 146 runs.

Landmark verdicts, judges’ revolt marked 2018 in SC
ABHISHEK ANSHU, MANOHAR 
LAL & SANJEEV KUMAR
N  D , D  28 (PTI): 
Landmark judgements on con-
tentious issues ranging from 
gender equality to sexual au-
tonomy and clean chit to the 
government on the Rafale jet 
deal hogged the limelight in 
2018 in the Supreme Court, but 
the revolt by four senior-most 
judges against the then Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) Dipak Mis-
ra shocked the nation.

The year, which commenced 
on a controversial note with 
four senior-most judges hold-
ing an unprecedented presser 
on January 12 raising a litany of 
allegations against Justice Misra, 
in November-end saw one of the 
judges again dropping a bomb-
shell by saying “someone from 
outside controlled the then CJI.

While Justice Misra, who re-
tired on October 2, maintained 
a stoic silence, two of the four 
judges -- Justice J Chelameswar 
and Justice Kurian Joseph -- 
have since retired and Justice 
Madan B Lokur will demit of ice 
on December 30.

The other rebellious judge -- 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi -- has suc-
ceeded Justice Misra as the CJI.

After his retirement, Justice 
Joseph has been on record that 
after the presser, things have 
changed for good and the new 
CJI is taking forward the issues 
raised by them. Notwithstand-
ing the controversies surround-
ing him, Justice Misra would be 
remembered for delivering sev-
eral key verdicts by the consti-
tution benches headed by him, 
including the upholding validity 
of the Centre’s lagship Aadhaar 
scheme, the world’s largest bio-
metric identi ication project.

The year also saw a host of 
progressive verdicts leading to 

decriminalisation of consensual 
gay sex, scrapping of a colonial 
era law that made adultery a 
crime and allowing women of all 
age groups into Kerala’s Sabari-
mala temple.

While most of the path-break-
ing judgements came days before 
his retirement, Justice Misra had 
to face more than once on the ju-
dicial side the issue of powers of 
the CJI in allocation of cases which 
was raised by the four judges in 
their presser. The issue was raked 
up by some civil rights groups 
which had failed to get favourable 
order for probe into the death of 
special CBI judge B H Loya, who 
was hearing the Sohrabuddu-
in Sheikh alleged fake encoun-
ter case. The Loya case had a 
far-reaching impact as the judge, 
who was assigned the case by the 
then CJI to look into it, had report-
edly expressed his unhappiness 
over the allegations by the four 
judges and the rights group that 
there was some bias by him in 
dealing with the case.

Justice Misra was also the 
cynosure of all eyes as a bench 
headed by him was hearing the 
politically-sensitive Ram Janmab-
hoomi-Babri Masjid title dispute 
case and some of the senior ad-
vocates, af iliated to the Congress 

and representing one of the lit-
igants in the matter, repeatedly 
urged him to postpone the hear-
ing till the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

The Muslim litigants insisted 
that the court has to irst take 
a call on whether to refer to a 
larger bench the “questionable 
observation” in its 1994 judge-
ment that “mosque is not an 
essential part of the practice of 
Islam”. A bench headed by Jus-
tice Misra, by a 2:1 majority, 
declined to refer the issue to a 
larger bench and after his re-
tirement, the matter has gone 
to a bench headed by CJI Gogoi 
which has declined early hear-
ing and is scheduled to take it up 
for allocating it before an appro-
priate bench.

Justice Gogoi as the CJI had 
to face criticism of opposition 
parties for the judgement in the 
Rafale ighter jets deal in which a 
bench headed by him did not ind 
any irregularities in the purchase 
of 36 aircraft from France.

The verdict has already 
snowballed into a controversy 
with a paragraph in the judge-
ment saying that the CAG re-
port on pricing details has been 
placed before Parliament’s Pub-
lic Accounts Committee (PAC).

The Centre moved the court 

for correction in the verdict 
where a reference has been 
made about the Comptroller and 
Auditor General report and the 
PAC, saying “misinterpretation” 
of its note has “resulted in a con-
troversy in the public domain”.

The top court also witnessed 
a never-seen feud between CBI 
Director Alok Kumar Verma and 
Special Director Rakesh Astha-
na. Both the warring of icers 
were sent on leave by the Cen-
tre which termed their spat as 
“Kilkenny cats’ ight” before the 
top court, which has reserved 
its verdict of Verma’s plea chal-
lenging the government’s order 
divesting him of his duties and 
sending him on leave.

The CBI also faced lak for il-
ing an appeal after 13 years in the 
politically-sensitive Rs 64 crore 
Bofors pay-off case and the apex 
court dismissed its plea against 
the Delhi High Court 2005 ver-
dict discharging all the accused, 
including the Hinduja brothers.

However, the Bofors case is 
still alive in the apex court as the 
agency has been allowed to raise 
all grounds in the appeal iled by 
advocate Ajay Agrawal, a BJP lead-
er who had contested the 2014 
Lok Sabha polls from Rai Bareil-
ly seat against the then Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi.

The political ight between 
the Congress-JD (S) combine 
and the BJP over the Karnataka 
assembly polls also had its echo 
in the apex court which held a 
pre-dawn hearing in the matter.

While sensitive constitutional 
and political cases were regularly 
inding space in the media, the Su-

preme Court kept itself busy with 
environmental issues and banned 
the use of irecrackers other than 
“green crackers” and allowed its 
bursting to two-hour only on Di-
wali and other festivals.

Tons from 
Latham, 
Nicholls as New 
Zealand post 
535-run lead
C  (N  
Z ), D  28 (AFP): 
Centuries by Tom Latham 
and Henry Nicholls gave 
New Zealand a colossal 
535-run second innings 
lead over Sri Lanka at tea 
on day three of the second 
Test in Christchurch on Fri-
day. New Zealand were 461 
for four with Latham out on 
the last ball before the ad-
journment for 176 leaving 
Nicholls unbeaten on 110.

No team has ever 
scored more than 418 
in a successful fourth 
innings run chase. New 
Zealand, holding a 74-
run lead on the irst in-
nings, resumed day three 
at 231 for two.

They added 96 on the 
third morning and a further 
134 in the middle session. 
Left-hander Latham, whose 
unbeaten 264 in the drawn 
irst Test is the top score 

in all Test cricket this year, 
continued his purple patch 
as he persevered with grim 
determination through 370 
deliveries.

For the most part, it 
was a near faultless in-
nings, although he was 
dropped by Dushmantha 
Chameera on 32 and sur-
vived an lbw review on 
75 after Sri Lanka took 
the new ball in the sec-
ond over of the day. Then, 
on the stroke of tea, Cha-
meera made the break-
through when he had 
Latham caught behind 
off a faint legside edge. 
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‘All lives matter’: Indonesia saves 
tsunami-stranded turtles

K , D  28 (AFP): Searching a debris-strewn beach for 
victims of Indonesia’s deadly tsunami, a rescue team happened 
upon a giant sea turtle trapped in a pile of marine trash.

It took four staff to haul the endangered creature back to sea, 
just the latest in a string of turtle rescues along the country’s dev-
astated coast.

“The turtle was really large and it got stuck in a pile of rub-
bish, lying almost upside down,” Adi Ayangsyah, a member of 
a search and rescue team in hard-hit Lampung on Sumatra is-
land, told AFP Friday.

He said the turtle was “probably about 30 kilograms”. This 
week, about 15 other turtles were rescued in the same area.

“We think they were swept ashore by the tsunami,” said Teguh 

Ismail, head of Lampung’s conservation agency.
“But they didn’t have any wounds so we got them back in the 

water.” An eruption of the Anak Krakatoa volcano, which sits in 
the middle of the Sunda Strait between Java and Sumatra islands, 
caused a section of the crater to collapse and slide into the ocean, 
triggering the killer tsunami on Saturday evening.

On Friday, the death toll stood at 430 with some 159 still miss-
ing. Hopes for inding any survivors are all but gone, but the hunt 
isn’t limited to human victims.

“We’ll keep our eye out for other stranded turtles as well,” 
Ayangsyah said.

“For us, all lives matter. Human or animal -- we’ll try to rescue 
them all.

Bangladesh’s “battling begums” 
ight for survival in 2018

ANISUR RAHMAN
D , D  28 (PTI): The year 
2018 was an eventful one for 
Bangladesh which is going to cru-
cial polls on Sunday but it may 
not see the “battling begums” in 
direct contest as jailed ex-pre-
mier Khalida Zia is unable to 
challenge Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, whose government main-
tained steady ties with India.

The two women - Hasina, 
the 71-year-old daughter of the 
country’s founding leader Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, and Zia, the 
73-year-old widow of military 
dictator Ziaur Rahman, have 
been political royalty - begums - 
since the 1980s.

While Hasina is seeking 
re-election for a fourth term as 
the prime minister in the up-
coming polls, her rival Zia, who 
is reportedly partially paralysed, 
faces an uncertain future in a 
Dhaka jail.

Zia, the two-time former 
prime minister, boycotted the 
2014 elections, saying it was 
rigged in favour of Hasina and 
her ruling Awami League par-
ty. Zia’s Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) alleges that 
the AL-led government is en-
gaged in a crackdown against 
its workers aiming at derailing 
its election campaign.

The first woman prime min-
ister in the country’s history and 
second in the Muslim-majority 
countries after Pakistan’s Bena-
zir Bhutto, Zia was in November 
ordered by a court to stay behind 
bars for more than a decade for 
graft. The convictions mean she 
cannot contest the poll.

Zia’s supporters say the 
charges against her are political-
ly motivated. Her son Tarique 
Rahman, the acting party head, 
was also sentenced to life be-
hind bars.

The BNP had decided not to 
take part in the polls while its 
top leader was in jail. But the 
legal obligations forced the par-
ty to take part in the elections 
as the party could have lost its 
registration with the Election 
Commission if it would have ab-
stained from polls for a second 
consecutive time.

The emergence of the Nation-
al Unity Forum (NUF) as a joint 

opposition platform was a land-
mark event in Bangladesh’s po-
litical front this year after Zia’s 
imprisonment in February.

The alliance created hope for 
the BNP to have a pre-polls di-
alogue with the government. A 
former Awami League stalwart 
and eminent jurist, Kamal Hos-
sain leads the NUF. He, howev-
er, preferred not to contest the 
polls himself.

Several Western diplomats 
and political analysts inside the 
country said the emergence of 
the NUF created a win-win sit-
uation for all stakeholders and 
paved the way for the BNP to re-
turn to Parliament.

Unlike the 2014 elections, 
major foreign powers appeared 
appreciative of the current po-
litical course despite their wor-
ries about the rights situation 
in the country.

The zero use of the anti-India 
rhetoric during the election cam-
paign came as a respite to New 
Delhi, which in the past was ac-
cused of intervening in the coun-
try’s politics.

Analysts said the BNP over 
the years preferred to get New 
Delhi as an ally, burying the old 
hostile attitude, a development 
which some of them preferred 
to call “bipartisan consensus” re-
garding the next-door neighbour.

Bangladesh’s ties with In-
dia this year grew steadily, with 
high-level visits from both sides. 
Hasina visited India in May 
during which she held talks with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The last few years have been a 
“golden chapter” in India-Bangla-
desh relationship when compli-
cated issues of land and coastal 
boundaries were resolved, Modi 
said at the time.

Echoing his views, Hasina 
hoped that the remaining issues 
will also be resolved in a “friend-
ly atmosphere”.

India signed a revised trav-
el agreement with Bangladesh 
during Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh’s visit to Dhaka in July

Under the Revised Travel Ar-
rangement (RTA)-2018, freedom 
fighters and elderly Bangladeshi 
nationals will get five-year multi-
ple visa from India.

During the year, the two 

countries launched many devel-
opment cooperation projects, 
including the construction of the 
Akhaura-Agartala rail line and 
the restoration of Kulaura-Shah-
bazpur section of railway line.

The two countries jointly 
inaugurated the construction 
of 130-km Bangladesh-India 
Friendship Pipeline between 
Siliguri in West Bengal and 
Parbatipur in Dinajpur. India 
also announced a three-year 
visa for Bangladeshi students 
willing to study in the country. 
The issue of Teesta water shar-
ing issue, however, remained 
unresolved.

Most analysts feel that the 
crucial bilateral ties now wit-
nesses a new trajectory since the 
Awami League assumed power 
in 2009 and they expect the re-
lations to grow further in 2019 
irrespective of the outcome of 
Bangladesh’s elections.

The Rohngya crisis remained 
a major issue in Bangladesh this 
year. The country rallied huge in-
ternational support to put pres-
sure on Myanmar to take back 
minority Muslim Rohingyas who 
fled the country following a mil-
itary crackdown.

After several rounds of talks, 
Myanmar agreed to start the re-
patriation. But the planned be-
ginning of the repatriation of 
thousands of Rohingyas which 
was set for November 15 faced 
a setback amid concerns over 
their safety once they return to 
their homeland in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state.

Some foreign relations ana-
lysts said Dhaka was a bit upset 
with India’s role in the Rohing-
ya crisis particularly for not 
mounting pressure on Myanmar 
to take back 1.1 million people, 
who were forced to take refuge in 
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh set a bad track 
record in terms of human 
rights this year, drawing mas-
sive criticism for incidents of 
“forced disappearances” and 
deaths in the hands of law en-
forcement agencies.

As Bangladesh is getting ready 
to install a new government, the 
new year promises a lot of action 
not only on the political front but 
also on foreign policy front.

Indonesia trims tsunami 
death toll, hikes injury tally

J , D  28 (AFP): 
The number of people 
evacuated after Indone-
sia’s deadly tsunami has 
nearly doubled to some 
40,000 while more than 
7,000 were injured in the 
disaster, of icials said Fri-
day, as they trimmed the 
of icial death toll.

Authorities said 426 
people had been killed 
-- down from a previous 
tally of 430 -- with dou-
ble-counting by different 
districts blamed for the 
change. Two dozen people 
remain missing almost a 
week after the disaster. 
The fresh igures come 
a day after Indonesia’s 
disaster agency raised 
the danger alert level for 
an erupting volcano that 
sparked the killer tsunami 
at the weekend.

They have also 
warned that fresh activ-
ity at the crater threat-
ened to trigger another 
deadly wave.

Previously, the num-
ber of displaced -- includ-
ing many left homeless -- 
stood at 22,0000 but that 
igure has now jumped to 

just over 40,000, accord-
ing to the latest tally.

Some 7,202 people 
suffered injuries, jump-
ing from 1,495, while 
nearly 1,300 homes were 
destroyed as the waves 
crashed into the coast-
lines of western Java is-
land and south Sumatra, 
authorities said.

“We’re recommend-
ing that people who 
lived near the beach be 
permanently relocated,” 
national disaster agency 
spokesman Sutopo Pur-
wo Nugroho told a press 
brie ing in Jakarta.

“But it’s a last-ditch 
option because it’s not 
easy with limited space 
and people reluctant to 
move away.”

A no-go zone around 
rumbling Anak Krakatoa 
has been widened to ive 
kilometres -- up from a 
previous two kilometres 
-- with residents warned 
to stay away from the 
coast. The crater’s status 
has been raised to high 
alert, the second-highest 
warning on Indonesia 
four-point danger scale.

Flights are being re-
directed away from the 
area. A section of the cra-
ter -- which emerged at 

the site of the Krakatoa 
volcano, whose massive 
1883 eruption killed at 
least 36,000 people -- 
collapsed after an erup-
tion and slid into the 
ocean, triggering Satur-
day night’s killer wave.

Before and after 
satellite images taken 
by Japan’s space agen-
cy showed that a two 
square kilometre chunk 
of the volcanic island had 
collapsed into the water.

Indonesia, a vast 
Southeast Asian archi-
pelago, is one of the 
most disaster-hit na-
tions on Earth due to 
its position straddling 
the so-called Paci ic Ring 
of Fire, where tectonic 
plates collide.

The tsunami was In-
donesia’s third major 
natural disaster in six 
months, following a se-
ries of powerful earth-
quakes on the island 
of Lombok in July and 
August and a quake-tsu-
nami in September that 
killed around 2,200 peo-
ple in Palu on Sulawesi 
island, with thousands 
more missing and pre-
sumed dead. 

Pompeo to meet Netanyahu 
in Brazil after Syria decision

W , D  28 
(AFP): US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo will 
meet next week in Brazil 
with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
as Washington prepares 
to withdraw troops from 
Syria, the State Depart-
ment said Thursday.

Pompeo and Ne-
tanyahu will meet in 
Brasilia where both will 
be attending the New Year’s 
Day inauguration of presi-
dent-elect Jair Bolsonaro, a 
right-wing irebrand who 
has vowed to move Brazil 
closer to Israel and US Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

Netanyahu has met 
frequently with Pompeo 

and enjoys a warm re-
lationship with Trump, 
happy about his with-
drawal from a denuclear-
ization deal with Iran and 
his landmark shift of the 
US embassy to Jerusalem.

But Netanyahu has for 
the irst time found him-
self at odds with Trump 
after the US leader’s sud-
den announcement last 
week that he will bring 
home all 2,000 American 
troops from war-ravaged 
Syria, where Israel saw 
Washington’s presence 
as a bulwark against Iran 
and counterweight to the 
in luence of Russia.

Israel has been mea-
sured in its public re-

sponse, saying it respects 
Trump’s decision, which 
led to the resignation of 
Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis. Israel has carried 
out hundreds of strikes in 
Syria that it says are tar-
geting Iranian forces and 
their Hezbollah allies.

Trump has said that 
US troops were solely fo-
cused on ighting the Is-
lamic State jihadist group, 
which he has declared to 
be “largely defeated.”

Pompeo will also 
meet in Brazil with Pe-
ruvian President Martin 
Vizcarra and afterward 
ly to Cartagena to hold 

talks with Colombian 
President Ivan Duque.
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Actor Anupam Kher, who is gearing up for the release of his 
forthcoming ilm The Accidental Prime Minister, has said 

that initially he didn’t want to be a part of the project as he 
thought that it will be politically controversial ilm. Anupam 

Kher was interacting with the media at the trailer launch of 
The Accidental Prime Ministeralong with his co-actor Akshaye 
Khanna, producer Jayantilal Gada, Sunil 
Bohra and director Vijay Ratnakar 
Gutte on Thursday in Mumbai. The 
film stars Anupam Kher as Manmo-
han Singh, the economist and politi-
cian who served as the Prime Minister 
of India from 2004 to 2014 under the 
United Progressive Alliance.

“About one-and-a-half years back, 
my friend Ashok Pandit told me that 
there is a film being made on Dr Man-
mohan Singh and of course every-
body heard about the book and the 
controversy behind the book. So, my 
first reaction was that I shouldn’t be 
part of this film because of so many 
reasons,” he said.

“I thought it will be a political ilm 
and I didn’t know what will be there in 
the ilm. The other thing is that it is not 
easy to portray Dr Manmohan Singh 
because he is an active political person-
ality. This ilm is not based on political 
igure who belonged to 1960s or 1970s 

era. When Vijay and Mr Bohra came 
to meet me so, for the irst one or two 
months, I told them that I didn’t want to 
be part of it,” he added.

Anupam Kher added that the role of Dr Manmohan Singh 
challenged him as an actor. “One day, I saw Dr Manmohan 

Singh walking from one place to another on the television. 
So, the actor inside me told me if I could walk like him. But 
I was a disaster. That challenged me. I rehearsed his walk for 
45 minutes but I couldn’t get it right so, I called the makers for 

the narration of the script and I was very 
fascinated by it.”

“I feel everything is dif icult about Dr 
Manmohan Singh. He has very monotonous 
voice and yet there has to be variations then, I 
said yes to the makers of ilm,” he added.

Talking about preparations he did to 
play role of Dr Manmohan Singh, Anupam 
Kher said, “I took about six to seven months 
to prepare for this role. I must have seen 
at least 100 hours of footage but the most 
dif icult was the voice part of it because he 
has a typical voice. Then I told myself that 
if your work is not challenging then, what’s 
the bene it to do it?”

“We did the irst schedule in England of 
40 days and during that time, we were in a 
secluded place. It used to take one-and-a-
half hours to look like Dr Manmohan Singh. 
I feel it’s the most dif icult role I have done 

in my life because Dr Manmohan Singh is known by everybody 
and even today, he is so active. He is more vocal now than he 

was in year 2014,” he added. 
When asked whether he is 
worried that this ilm can be 
opposed by Congress as the 
makers have shown a contro-
versial relationship between 
Dr Singh and the Congress par-
ty, he said, “I feel you have to 
be little more careful because 
people take only two minutes 
to criticize you. I feel this has 
to be perceived as a ilm and it 
shouldn’t get into controversy 
because of its political back-
ground because you need to 
have guts to make this ilm and 
I must say our director and 
producers have the guts.”

The Accidental Prime 
Minister is a biographical po-
litical drama ilm, presented 
by Rudra Production (UK), 
Bohra Bros in association 
with Dr Jayantilal Gada (Pen 
India Limited). It is directed 
by Vijay Ratnakar Gutte and 
written by Mayank Tewari. 
The ilm is based on the 2014 

memoir of the same name by Sanjaya Baru. The Accidental 
Prime Minister will hit cinemas on January 11.
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ARIES :Have you been an ostrich about 
someone’s less-than-ideal personality 
traits, Ram? You haven’t been doing them 
any favors, and starting today you won’t 
be able to bury your head in the sand any-
more. Your cosmic custodian, bold Mars, 
meets up with healing comet Chiron and 
pulls back the curtain on delusion.
TAURUS: Let Vixen and Cupid valet 
your sleigh this Christmas Eve. With Mer-
cury blessing your sultry eighth house, 
celebrations could take a seductive turn. 
Position yourself under the mistletoe and 
just relax. And don’t let anyone pressure 
you into playing elf! With foggy Neptune 
throwing Mercury shade, it’s high time 
you passed the entertainment director’s 
baton to someone else in your squad.
GEMINI:Dreaming of a glamorous 
Christmas? With your ruler, Mercury, 
holding court in your decadent and ro-
mantic seventh house, forget about put-
tering around in your cozy yoga pants. 
Dress to the nines and hit the party 
circuit—or host a spontaneous soiree 
‘round your tree. For coupled Geminis, 

Santa’s big day could end with a pledge 
of exclusivity or even a proposal! Have 
you always felt an attraction to a certain 
friend of yours?
CANCER: Tis the season for giv-
ing, Cancer, and with Mercury moving 
through your sixth house of service, 
your generous spirit is fully awakened. 
But today, a nudge from healing Nep-
tune reminds you to add yourself to the 
list of people who deserve some gen-
erosity. While you want to make every-
one’s holiday merry and bright, that’s 
just exhausting. 
LEO  :Harmless hookup—or a long 
slide down a slippery slope? Today’s 
lusty mashup of fi recracker Mars and 
“wounded healer” Chiron in your se-
duction house could spark a stron-
ger-than-usual attraction to danger. You 
might think you’ve got it under control, 
but the irresistible allure of a bad boy or 
girl might be too hot for even you to han-
dle, Leo. While it’s fi ne to fl irt and play, 
be careful not to get in too deep too fast. 
Under today’s explosive skies, even a 

casual connection could escalate into 
an unhealthy obsession.
VIRGO: Toss a Yule log on the fi re and 
cozy up with your favorite plus-one(s). 
With your ruler, convivial Mercury, in your 
sentimental fourth house this Christmas 
Eve, you’ll prefer the company of your 
innermost circle. Volunteer to make a 
special dinner tonight or just go around 
making sure everyone’s cup is fi lled and 
that the playlist of carols doesn’t repeat 
too many times. Thanks to soothsayer 
Neptune’s infl uence, your Spidey senses 
will be strong.
LIBRA :Make people your priority this 
Christmas Eve, Libra. Who cares if you 
don’t hand-wrap every gift or if you’re 
wearing a dress you were already pho-
tographed in this season? If that opens 
up time for you to go mingle and share 
a cup of cheer, it’s worth it, even if you 
have to set aside some of your trademark 
perfectionism. People prefer the pleasure 
of your company!
SCORPIO:Valet that sleigh! A little holi-
day hedonism is sanctioned by the stars—

as long as you don’t start Prime’ing cases 
of Veuve after your second glass of bub-
bly! If you’re doing a last-minute gift grab, 
carry cash instead of buying on credit. 
That way, you won’t blow through your 
budget as you rush to stuff  everyone’s 
stocking. Treating yourself today?
SAGITTARIUS: You’re the most famous 
reindeer of all this Christmas Day, Sagit-
tarius, as buzzy Mercury zips through your 
sign! But with charitable Neptune pinging 
the messenger planet from your heartfelt 
fourth house, use that infl uence for good. 
Pick a “cause celebre” and post about it on 
social media. Make a donation, perhaps in 
lieu of physical gifts for the minimalists in 
your life.
CAPRICORN: You’re dreaming of 
a cozy Christmas! Huddling with your 
nearest and dearest will be especially 
heartwarming under today’s nostalgic 
skies—as long as everyone has a clear 
understanding about evening plans. Du-
eling agendas (with a friend, sibling or 
someone else in your party) could create 
friction, especially if you get swept into a 

situation that involves making small talk 
with random people!
AQUARIUS: With buzzy Mercury in your 
ultra-social eleventh house this Christmas 
Eve, chilling at home could spark serious 
cabin fever. At the very least, get some 
group bonding in early today. If you’re work-
ing, organize a holiday lunch or mid-after-
noon cookie break. Or meet up with your 
squad for a champagne toast before every-
one goes their separate ways.
PISCES :Pay attention to situations 
that usually slide past the edges of your 
consciousness, Pisces. The universe has 
a message for you, but it won’t be wav-
ing in front of your eyes. A rare (every 
two years) merger of radical Mars and 
“wounded healer” Chiron in your sign 
forces you to face something you’d prefer 
to avoid. It could an emotionally charged 
situation or just the fi nal straw from some-
one who’s been trying your patience for 
a while. Summon your strength and slay 
the dragon. The simple act of standing 
up for yourself will empower you in unex-
pected ways. 

STAR SPOTTING! A-list actress Angelina Jolie is
seen tending to some errands in L.A.

Audience’s love and respect matter 
more than stardom: Salman Khan

Forest Whitaker fi les for divorce from 
Keisha Nash after 22 years of marriage

Rajini’s “Petta” trailer released

Salman Khan, who turned 53 on Thursday, said love and 
respect of the audience is more precious to him than 

his stardom.
The “Tiger Zinda Hai” star was speaking 

to the media ahead of his birthday celebra-
tions on Wednesday.

“I am happy that people love me so 
much. Stardom matters in a way but what 
makes me more happy is the love and re-
spect of people and that they trust me a 
lot. This all means a lot to me,” Salman 
told reporters Wednesday.

The actor rang in his birthday with family 
and close friends at his Panvel farmhouse.

Salman’s only release this year, “Race 3” 
was mocked by critics and the ilm also did 
not do expected business at the box of ice.

The superstar said he will continue 
to keep working hard and do good work 
for his fans.

Celebrities such as Katrina Kaif, Sonak-
shi Sinha, Sunil Grover, Jacqueline Fernan-
dez, Anil Kapoor, Mouni Roy, Ameesha Patel, Sooraj Pancholi, 
Dino Morea, Jimmy Shergill, Mahesh Manjrekar, Satish Kau-

shik, Bobby Deol, Amrita Arora; directors Sanjay Leela Bhan-
sali and Anees Bazmee; producer Ramesh Taurani and music 
composer duo Sajid-Wajid were also present.

Salman will be seen next in Ali Zafar’s “Bharat”, which is 
slated for an Eid 2019 release.

Anupam Kher Explains Why He Didn’t Want 
To Be Part Of The Accidental Prime Minister

C , D  28 (PTI): The trailer of supert-
star Rajinikanth’s much awaited ‘Petta’ was 
released Friday by the ilm makers, giving a 
sneak peak into the action lick boasting of a 
star-studded cast including Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui and Vijay Sethupathi.

It shows Rajinikanth in a cool avatar and 
in one scene making his trademark sun-
glasses gimmick, which is hugely popular 
among his fans.

The film is expected to be an action flick 

with the stunts being choreographed by Pe-
ter Hein.

Produced by Sun Pictures, it is directed 
by ‘Pizza’ fame Karthik Subbaraj and music 
scored by Anirudh.

Besides Siddiqi and Sethupathy the ilm’s 
star cast includes actresses Trisha and Sim-
ran and actor-director Sasikumar.

‘Petta’, roughly translating into one’s local 
stronghold in Tamil, will hit the screens ahead 
of the Pongal festival in mid January.

L  A , D  28 (PTI): Veteran actor 
Forest Whitaker has filed for divorce from 
his wife Keisha Nash Whitaker after 22 
years of marriage.

According to court docu-
ments obtained by People mag-
azine, the 57-year-old actor cit-
ed irreconcilable differences in 
his petition for divorce which 
he iled on Thursday.

He also expressed his de-
sire to not pay spousal support 
and for each party to separately 
handle their own legal fees.

Whitaker and Nash, 46, 
met while starring as onscreen 
lovers in the 1994 lim “Blown 
Away”. They tied the knot two 
years later in a ceremony in Montego Bay, Ja-
maica, and welcomed two daughters togeth-

er, Sonnet, 22, and True, 20.
Whitaker is also dad to son Ocean, 28, 

from a previous marriage, while Nash has a 

27-year-old daughter, Autumn, from a for-
mer relationship.


