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Gangtok celebrates Indrajatra 
ArpAn prAdhAn
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

The Newar Commu-
nity of the state cel-

ebrated Indrajatra in a 
grand manner today with 
Gangtok celebrating the 
festival at Newa Bhawan 
at Sichey. Sikkim Newa 
Guthi (SNG) organized 
the celebrations in Gang-
tok as well as other parts 
of the State.

Indrajatra is about 
the worship of the Hindu 
Lord of Heaven, Indradev 
and living goddess Ku-
mari Devi.

At Newa Bhawan, rit-
uals were performed by 
Guruji Suryabir follow-
ing which a huge reli-
gious procession was 
organized from Newa 
Bhawan till Amdo Golai 
and back to the Newa 
Bhawan. 

The procession saw 
Newari Lakhey Dance 
performance along the 
way with chanting and 
singing by the partici-
pants. A chariot with a 
photo of Newari living 

goddess Kumari was also 
part of the procession.

Huge number of dev-
otees came to receive 
the blessings of Kumari 
Devi and to be part of 
the celebrations. 

Sikkim Newa Guthi 

celebrates Indrajatra 
every year but this year 
the celebration was on 
a smaller scale as all the 
main events are lined-up 
for the Guthi’s State Level 
Silver Jubilee Celebration 
this November.

It is informed that 
Sikkim Newa Guthi is 
completing 25 years this 
year and the occasion 
will be celebrated in a 
grand manner. Since 
the silver jubiliee cel-
ebration is not far off, 

the organizers are busy 
preparing for it and 
therefore the Indrajatra 
celebration had to be 
scaled down, said one of 
the organisers.

After the procession 
concluded at Newa Bha-

wan a small function 
was held which was ad-
dressed by many includ-
ing Guthi president, Dilu 
Kumar Maskay. Address-
ing the event he urged 
everyone to work togeth-
er for the upliftment and 

development of the Newa 
Community in the State. 

He thanked every-
one for their support in 
making this event a suc-
cess.  He also urged all 
members to work on the 
preservation and conser-
vation of Newari culture 
and tradition.

The fund collected 
from sale of all Newari 
items will be used in the 
construction of Newa 
Bhawan at Sichey, 
Gangtok in East Sik-
kim. The Newa Bhawan 
is under construction 
and the construction 
work will be completed 
soon, it is informed.

During the pro-
gramme Newa Bhoj 
and other newari food 
items were also offered 
to all present. Newari 
Khada, Magazine and 
other Newari items were 
on sale. 

It may be men-
tioned that the festival 
was declared a state 
holiday by the SDF gov-
ernment in 2010.

belgium couple reach J&k’s harmukh valley, ignoring 
fears, locals rue fall in number of tourists

Indra Jatra celebrated in Dentam

Gyalshing, 13 Sep [IPR]: 
The festival of Indra Ja-
tra was celebrated with 
much fanfare and tradi-
tional fervor at Dentam, 
West Sikkim, today.

The district-level cel-
ebration had PHE Min-
ister, Bhim Hang Subba, 
as the chief guest and 
also had the spouse of 
the Chief Minister, Sar-
da Tamang, in special 
attendance along with 
UD&HD Minister, Arun 
Upreti, Agriculture Min-
ister, Lok Nath Sharma, 
Soreng Chakung MLA, 
Aditya Golay, Lok Sabha 

MP Indra Hang Subba,  
Political Secretary to the 
CM, Jacob Khaling, Polit-
ical Advisor to CM, MP 
Subba, District Collector 
[West], Karma R Bonpo 
and other dignitaries.

The organizing com-
mittee and a Newar 
Community Group from 
Nepal also felicitated the 
Chief Minister on the 
day. The felicitation was 
received by Ms Sarda Ta-
mang and Aditya Golay 
on behalf of the CM.

The organizing com-
mittee also felicitated 12 
personalities- Ganesh 

Ram Lachi Prajapati, Bal 
Mukunda Prajapati from 
Bhaktapur, Sharmila Ma-
harjan from Kathmandu, 
Swetang K Shrimali from 
Gujarat, Santa Pradhan, 
Durga Prasad Pradhan, 
Dr. CL Pradhan, Durga 
Kasaju, Narayan Das 
Pradhan, Poonam Prad-
han, Kamal Pradhan,  
Choden Pradhan and the 
late Kharka Prasad Prad-
han of Sikkim.  

The programme also 
featured traditional cul-
tural performances of 
Newar and other com-
munities of Sikkim.

Mangan bans single use plastic

Boycott kicks 
in, no Sikkim 
League 
matches 
on Friday
SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

Following the boycott 
of the ongoing Sik-

kim Football Association 
Premier Division Sikkim 
League 2019 by six clubs 
in protest against what 
they see as SFA grand-
standing, no matches 
were played here at Pal-
jor Stadium on Friday.

The first match was 
scheduled between Sik-
kim Police and Unicorn 
Football Club at 12 noon 
and Unicorn FC did not 
turn up on the field. SFA 
awarded a walkover to 
Sikkim Police, which 
was present on the field, 
and gave it 3 points and 
3 goals.

Of the eight teams 
in the league, six have 
boycott the tournament 
after SFA banned Sikkim 
Aakraman FC for a year 
following an attack on 
the referee who officiat-
ed and Sikkim Police vs 
Sikkim Aakraman match 
which had ended in a 
draw recently.

The second match of 
the day was to be played 
between Sikkim Hima-
layan Sporting Club and 
United Sikkim Football 
Club at 2:30 PM. Both 
teams have boycott the 
tournament and SFA 
and neither showed up. 
The organisers decided 
not to give any points or 
goals to either team for 
their absence.

Cm attends Pang Lhabsol 
celebrations at ravangla

Anjan 
Upadhayaya 
to receive 
Kanchenjunga 
Kalam 
Puraskar 

Car dealers to fix HSRP 
at no additional cost

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

New vehicles do not 
have to pay additional 

fee for High Security Reg-
istration Plate as per the 
Motor Vehicles Division, 
Transport Department, 
Government of Sikkim.

A press release from 
the Department informs 
that the cost of high se-
curity registration plate 
and fixing it on the vehi-
cle after placing the mark 
of registration is already 
included in the price of 
the new vehicle and no 
additional or itemised 
cost shall be charged 
from the vehicle pur-
chaser by the dealer for 
the same.

The Department has 
already passed the nec-
essary directions to the 
dealers of the State to 
establish the necessary 
infrastructure for fit-
ment of High Security 
Registration Plates by 
01 Oct, 2019.

The Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highway 
has amended the Cen-
tral Motor Vehicles 
Rules with regard to 

the installation of High 
Security Registration 
Plates on Motor Vehicles. 

From 01 Oct, 2019, 
the concerned dealer will 
also begin online data 
entry of owner of new 
vehicle from their end. 
The vehicle owners will 
have to pay their new 
vehicle registration fee 
online at dealer point 
which is calculated au-
tomatically by the Vah-
an application system. 

This initiative will 
bring much respite to the 
vehicle owners who are 
presently paying price 
for HSRP as the cost is al-
ready built in the vehicle 
price, the release states. 

Motor Vehicles pur-
chased from outside the 
state will also have to fol-
low the same procedure 
of registration at dealer’s 
point. The temporary 
registration certificate 
will be issued to only 
those vehicles which 
are taken out of state for 
registration. No Tempo-
rary Registration will be 
issued to vehicles who 
apply for registration 
within Sikkim.

WANGCHuK BHutIA
mangan, 13 Sept: 

Mangan Nagar Pan-
chayat has banned 

the sale and use of plastics 
having less than 50 mi-
cron thickness and single 
use plastic items viz. carry 
bags, plates, cups, spoons, 
etc. w.e.f. 02 Oct, 2019. 

The decision was 
taken as per the Govern-
ment Notification No.08/
RM&DD/San, dated 
09.08.2019. 

Legal action will 
be taken against those 
found violating the pres-
ent directives under the 

notification after 02 Oct, 
2019, said Municipal Ex-
ecutive Officer, Tempo 
Tashi Bhutia.  

He further added that 
alternatively one can 
start using cloth or jute 
bags as a good replace-
ment of plastic bags.

Mangan Nagar Pan-
chayat believes that a 
change in attitude is all 
that is required for the 
ban to become effective. 

Further, Mangan 
Nagar Panchayat will 
launch jute bags on 02 Oct, 
2019 as a replacement for 
plastic carry bags.

Ravangla, 13 Sept (IPR): 
Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang (Golay) attended 
the 36th Pang Lhabsol 
celebration organized by 
Pang Lhabsol celebration 
committee at Ravangla 
today. Present during the 
occasion were the CM’s 
spouse, Krishna Kumari 
Rai, SLA Speaker, LB Das, 
Deputy Speaker, Sangay 

Lepcha, MLAs, Chairper-
sons, Advisors, Pancha-
yats, HODs and public of 
Ravangla and other ad-
joining areas.

At the onset of the 
Pang Lhabsol celebra-
tion, the Chief Minister 
offered prayers at Karma 
Tekchenling Monastery 
and sought blessings from 

turn to pg02

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Editor, Hamro Pra-
jashakti, Anjan Upad-

hayaya, has been named 
for the Kanchenjunga Ka-
lam Puraskar conferred 
by the Press Club of Sik-
kim annually.

Mr Upadhayaya, a se-
nior journalist of more 
than two decades of ex-
perience in Sikkim, will 
receive the award on 
16 September, the 17th 
Foundation Day of the 
Press Club of Sikkim.

Also today, PCS 
named Santosh Gurung, 
Visual Editor, Nayuma 
News, for the Lagansheel 
Yuva Patrakar Samman 
which will also be con-
ferred the same day.

ANIL BHAtt
Harmukh (Ganderbal), Sep 
13 (PtI): Ignoring advisories 
from diplomatic missions, a Bel-
gium couple has kept its date with 
the Valley, going on a trek they 
had been planning months before 
the Centre abrogated the special 
status of Jammu and Kashmir.

D Sam and his friend Nalia 
trekked all the way to 15000-
feet high mount Harmukh lake 
valley, also called as Kailash of 
Kashmir, with nomads of Naran-
nag in Central Kashmir’s Gan-
derbal disitrict. “We wanted to 

visit this high-altitude valley of 
mount Harmukh-Gangbal lake. 
We had planned the visit three 
months ago. And we are here 
despite changes in ground situ-
ation,” said an effusive Sam, eying 
the beauty of the Harmukh hills, 
with alpine forests, green meadows 
and lakes with crystal clear waters.

“Watching sunrise and sunset 
beyond the Harmukh peaks is a 
unique experience,” gushed Nalia.

Soon after nullification of the 
Article 370, Jammu and Kashmir 
government’s Home Depart-
ment had asked all tourists to 

leave the valley following fresh 
intelligence inputs on possible ter-
ror attack, prompting various coun-
tries issuing advisories to their citi-
zens against visiting the state.

“We ignored both advisories 
and apprehensions and reached 
here with the help of just a few 
nomads. And we find no prob-
lem here,” said Sam.

“These nomads are very 
helpful. They made our stay very 
comfortable here. There is no 
fear or terror here. We loved the 
beauty and spiritual peace of the 
picturesque valley,” he added. 

Sam’s impression was shared by 
some domestic tourists visiting 
the Harmukh valley from South 
India, though the place has seen 
a drastic cut in the numbers of 
tourists visiting it, affecting the 
livelihood of locals.

“Despite scores of tourists 
visiting this valley daily, bare-
ly 10 to 15 of them have vis-
ited it in entire month after 
August 5,” said Narannag vil-
lage resident Sartaj Din, who 
runs the business of providing 
horses to tourists.

turn to pg02
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GeNeRAL LANd foR SALe

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

fLAt foR ReNt/LeASe
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

ANtHyeStI KRIyA
The anthyesthi Kriya of Nar Bdr Gurung , rtd , 
Record Officer Health deptt and 
also Vice President in Paramed-
ical who left for his heavenly 
abode on 5th of September 
2019. All relatives, friends and 
well wishers are requested to 
join us in offering of prayers 
for the departed soul on 18.09.2019 at Ahley 
,Namthang south Sikkim

Family Members 

Sangter Tulku Rinpoche. The traditional Pangtoed 
Chaam was performed at the Karma Tekchenling 
Monastery premises.

Thereafter, the Chief Minister addressed the gath-
ering at the premises of Cho Dzo Lake where he ex-
tended warm greetings and best wishes on the auspi-
cious occasion of Pang Lhabsol and Indrajatra. 

Additionally, he spoke about the significance of 
celebrating the Pang Lhabsol festival which pays re-
spect to Mount Khangchendzonga, mother-nature 
and also to worship for protection and success of Sik-
kim in all spheres.

The Chief Minister highlighted that these types of 
festivals should be vigorously promoted at the glob-
al arena as this festival is a platform to showcase the 
rich Sikkimese tradition and culture which in turn has 
the potential to attract tourist at large. He also un-
derscored that tourism is one such sector which can 
bring about investment, profit along with increased 
entrepreneurship, local employment thereby boost-
ing the economy of Sikkim.

The Chief Minister also explained how the state 
government has worked for the betterment of its cit-
izens. He also added that the State Government is 
receptive to the various suggestions and feedbacks 
from the general public and will consistently work 
towards the upliftment of health, education and 
tourism sectors.

An Open Volleyball match was also played be-
tween the Punjab Police and Chennai Customs where-
in the former emerged victorious.

Cm attends...

Narannag village is a base camp for trekking to 
the Mount Haramukh and Gangabal Lake. “This is the 
earning season for us here. We earn from trekkers and 
pilgrims to the mount Harmukh, he said, lamenting 
the fall in number of tourists after August 5.

Nomads working as labourers, sledge drivers and 
guides in the neighbouring Sonamarg Hill station too 
rue the loss in number of tourists. We have been ren-
dered jobless with all hotels and tourist huts reporting 
zero-occupancy here after August 5, said Karam Din, 
who worked as a sledge driver. We used to earn good 
money. Now we have nothing to do, he bemoaned.

belgium couple...

SMA and SSCA blame IHCEA ignorance for local 
climbers missing national event in home state

SAGAR CHettRI
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

Sikkim Mountaineering 
Association [SMA] and 

Sikkim Sports Climbing 
Association [SSCA] have 
alleged that local climb-
ers could not participate 
in the recently held All 
India Indian Mountain-
eering Foundation [IMF] 
Sport Climbing Compe-
tition in their own State 
due to the ignorance and 
negligence of the Chief 
Administrator of Indian 
Himalayan Centre for 
Adventure & Ecotourism 
[IHCEA], Chemchey. 

The two organisa-
tions have now decided 
to take up the matter 
with the concerned au-
thorities in the State.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
advisor to both SMA and 
SSCA, Satish Bardewa, 
stated that it was “very 
surprising” that the 
IHCEA Chief Adminis-
trator was “totally un-
aware and ignorant” 
about the existence of a 

nodal organisation here 
or about local climbers. 

He questioned why 
the Chief Administrator 
did not convene a board 
meeting before the event 
with all concerned. 

“We will take this 
matter to the concerned 
authority and we want 
IHCEA Chief Adminis-
trator to stay ready with 
a detailed report and 
explanation on the mat-
ter,” he said.

Likewise, SSCA pub-
licity secretary, Jiwan Gu-
rung questioned how the 

selection was done for 
the State team of Sikkim 
for the event without in-
volving either agency. 

“We have lots of 
sports climbers and na-
tional medallists but the 
IHCEA Chief Adminis-
trator was not aware 
about them. Due to this 
ignorance, local youth 
missed such a wonder-
ful opportunity to par-
ticipate in a national 
event in their own home 
State,” he said.

He informed that 
SMA has already con-

ducted international 
events like Kanchenjun-
ga Marathon three times 
and Gurudongmar Mara-
thon and other activities 
in the State. 

He added that this 
was not a small issue 
since local climbers 
missed a national event 
in their own state. 

“If local youths can-
not be given opportuni-
ties then what is the pur-
pose behind setting up 
IHCEA here,” he said.

Mr Gurung informed 
that Bishnu Gurung, Bi-

kash Rawat and Lakpa 
Tshering have already 
won national medals for 
the State. “These national 
medallists have also set 
up pins and hold on the 
wall for bouldering at 
IHCEA on which this 
national event held 
was then how could 
IHCEA be so ignorant 
about the presence of 
SMA and local climb-
ers,” he questioned.

The press confer-
ence was also addressed 
by SSCA vice-president 
Bhaichung Yonzon.

CBSE and Microsoft join hands 
to integrate AI in schools

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

The Central Board of 
Secondary Education 

(CBSE) has announced 
that it will conduct Ca-
pacity Building Programs 
for high school teachers 
in association with Mic-
rosoft India with an aim 
to integrate cloud and 
AI-powered technology 
in K12 teaching, a press 
release informs.  

Meant for teachers 
of grades 8–10, the pro-
gram will be conduct-
ed in 10 cities across 
the country, starting 11 

Sept. This program will 
provide teachers better 
access to the latest Infor-
mation and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT) 
tools and help them to 
integrate technology into 
teaching in a safe and 
secure manner, thereby 
enhancing the learning 
experience and 21st cen-
tury skills of all students. 

The 1000 teachers 
nominated by CBSE will 
undergo a 3-day proj-
ect-based training for 
practical, hands-on 
knowledge of Microsoft 
365 tools. In the next 

phase the program will 
be extended to cover 
skilling workshops for 
400 CBSE School on 
the Microsoft K-12 Ed-
ucation Transformation 
Framework.

General Manager, 
Manish Prakash, Micro-
soft India said, “Through 
this initiative, we are em-
powering institutions, 
educators and students 
of India to acquire ear-
ly education/skills in 
new technologies like 
AI and cloud to lead that 
growth in that rapidly 
changing world.”

ICAr-nrC pakyong 
takes Swachhta pledge 

Gangtok, 13 Sept (PIB): 
A Swachhta pledge cere-
mony and launch of Swa-
chh Monitoring System 
on Plastic Waste Man-
agement   was organized 
on the eve of ‘Swachhta 
Hi Seva’ at Training Hall, 
ICAR-NRC for Orchids, 
Pakyong, Sikkim on 11 
Sept, 2019.   

On this occasion, Swa-
chhta Pledge was admin-
istered by Director, Dr 
DR Singh, Nodal Officer, 

Dr LC De, SBA and Scien-
tist, SS Biswas, Farm i/c 
to the Scientists, Admin-
istrative Staff, Technical 
Staff, Supporting Staff, 
Project Staff, TSM and 
contractual Staff of this 
institute. 

The main objectives 
of the Campaign are mass 
community mobilization 
for Plastic Waste Shram-
dan and banning of single 
use plastics for a Plastic 
Waste Free India.

Pang Lhabsol celebrated in North Sikkim

mangan, 13 Sept (IPR): 
The Pang Lhabsol festival 
was celebrated with full 
of devotion here at Rin-
gon Rigzin Choeling Gon-
pa (Ringhim Gumpa) in 
North Sikkim today.

At the onset of 
the ceremony, spe-
cial prayers invoking 
the guardian deities of 
Mount Khangchendzon-
ga and other deities were 
performed by Shiv Ring-
ponche (Rongye). Among 
them, the mountain deity 
referred to as “Dzonga” 
is considered to be their 

chief. Dzonga is believed 
to reside at peak of Mt. 
Khangchendzonga and is 
held in great reverence 
by the Sikkimese people.

According to an-
cient writings, when 
Guru Ringponche Pad-
masambhava visited Mt 
Khangchendzonga, he 
sensed dark forces sur-
rounding the region. It 
was only after using his 
spiritual powers, Guru 
Ringponche was able to 
convert these dark forc-
es to guardian deities of 
Sikkim. On this occasion, 

these deities led by Dz-
onga are ceremoniously 
invoked and propitiated. 

Member of Par-
liament, Rajya Sabha, 
Hishey Lachungpa, 
Phintso Namgyal Lepcha 
and District Collector, 
North, Tenzing T Kaleon 
attended the ceremony 
at Ringhim Gumpa. 

A traditional 
“Cham” was performed 
by the monks of the 
Gumpa. Panchey Cham 
(Warrior Dance) was 
also performed during 
the ceremony.

Career counseling and awareness against 
substance abuse at Central pendam

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Central Pendam Gram 
Panchayat Unit here 

in East Sikkim organ-
ised a two-day Sub-
stance Abuse and Career 
Counseling Program for 
parents, children and 
teachers. 

Panchayat President 
Dronacharya Sapkota in-
forms that the program 
was organised at Govern-

ment Secondary School, 
Duga, and Tikalal Nirolal 
Senior Secondary School, 
Central Pandam. 

Ganesh Khatiwada 
from Drishti Foundation, 
Kalimpong, was present 
as the resource person.

Indian mayor attends 
Indra Jatra in Nepal

SHIRISH B PRAdHAN
Kathmandu, Sept 13 
(PtI): Mayors from In-
dian, Chinese and Bhu-
tanese cities on Friday 
attended Nepal’s big-
gest annual Hindu festi-
val dedicated to rain God 
Indra, officials said here 
on Friday.

The mayors were 
among the 48 foreign 
guests from India, China, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Ja-
pan and the US who took 
part in the eight-day In-
dra Jatra at the invitation 
of the Kathmandu Met-
ropolitan Corporation 
(KMC), which organised 
the event.

This is the first time 
that the KMC has in-
vited foreign guests to 
the event, which be-
gan on Friday.

“Inviting foreign 
guests to attend the festi-
val is aimed at promoting 
‘Visit Nepal Year 2020’, 
with a target to attract 
two million tourists. 
The festival will help to 
showcase Nepali culture 
at international level,” 
KMC Mayor Bidya Sund-
ar Shakya told reporters 
here on Thursday.

North Delhi Munic-
ipal Corporation (In-
dia) mayor Sardar Avtar 

Singh, vice chair of Lan-
zhou Committee of the 
CPPCC (China) Jiang 
Xiaohong, Lhasa City (Ti-
bet, China) mayor Guo 
Guo and Thimpu City 
(Bhutan) mayor Kin-
lay Dorjee attended 
the function.

During the festival, 
chariot of God Ganesh, 
God Bhairav and Liv-
ing Goddess Kumari are 
pulled around the Kath-
mandu city and tradi-
tional dances of various 
deities performed and 
traditional musical in-
struments played in the 
main thoroughfare of the 
capital city.

Living Goddess is a 
tradition of worshipping 
young prepubescent girls 
as manifestations of the 
divine female energy in 
Hindu and Buddhist reli-
gions. The word Kumari 
is derived from the San-
skrit word ‘Kaumarya’, 
meaning “princess”.

The foreign guests 
will stay for five days in 
Nepal. The KMC plans 
to take the guests on a 
tour of various histori-
cal and cultural sites in 
Kathmandu, Lalitpur and 
Bhaktapur cities, mu-
nicipality, KMC mayor 
Shakya said. 

Unnao rape survivor completes 
recording her statement at 

temporary court set up at AIIMS
New delhi, Sep 13 (PtI): 
Unnao rape survivor Fri-
day completed recording 
her testimony at a tem-
porary court set up at 
the AIIMS hospital in the 
case of alleged sexual as-
sault on her by expelled 
BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar in 2017.

The woman deposed 
on a wheelchair before 
District Judge Dharmesh 
Sharma during ‘in-cam-
era’ proceedings held at 
the seminar hall of the 
the Jai Prakash Narayan 
Apex Trauma Centre, a 
lawyer privy to the pro-
ceedings said. She had re-
corded her statement on 
a stretcher on Thursday 
due to health reasons.

She testified before 
the court after being ex-
amined by the doctors 
who gave a statement 
to the judge about her 
medical condition, the 
counsel for one of the 
accused said.

A nursing officer was 
present throughout the 

proceedings as per the 
court’s directions and 
was in touch with her at-
tending doctors, he said.

Sengar and co-ac-
cused Shashi Singh were 
also brought from Tihar 
jail for the proceedings.

The woman is ad-
mitted to the hospital 
following an accident 
on July 28 this year. She 
was later air-lifted from 
a Lucknow hospital to 
Delhi on the Supreme 
Court orders.

‘In-camera’ proceed-
ings are not open to the 
public and the press.

The temporary court 
was set up at the hospi-
tal with the Delhi High 
Court’s permission after 
the doctors attending 
the woman said it was 
“not advisable” to bring 
her to court premises. 
The woman was alleged-
ly kidnapped and raped 
by Sengar in conspiracy 
with co-accused Shashi 
Singh in 2017, when she 
was a minor.

Odd-even 
scheme to 
return in 
Delhi from 
Nov 4-15
New delhi, Sep 13 (PtI): 
The odd-even road ra-
tioning scheme is set to 
return in the national 
capital for the third time 
and will be in effect from 
November 4-15, with 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday an-
nouncing a slew of mea-
sures to combat high-lev-
el of air pollution during 
winters.

Kejriwal announced 
the odd-even scheme as 
part of the seven-point 
‘Parali Pradushan’ (pol-
lution caused by crop 
stubble burning) action 
plan that also includes 
mass distribution of an-
ti-pollution masks, mech-
anised sweeping and wa-
ter sprinkling on roads, 
tree plantation, and spe-
cial plans for 12 pollution 
hotspots in Delhi.

While the BJP termed 
the move a “publicity 
gimmick” meant to “ha-
rass” people, the Con-
gress dubbed it a “ploy” 
to divert attention of the 
people from the pressing 
problems in the city.

Referring to the steps 
taken by his ministry to 
decongest the national 
capital’s roads, including 
building the eastern and 
western peripheral ex-
pressways, Union Road 
Transport and Highways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari 
said there is no need for 
the odd-even scheme as 
the new ring road built 
by the Centre is helping 
reduce pollution in Delhi 
to a certain extent.

Gadkari said his min-
istry is pursuing road 
works of with a cost of 
about Rs 50,000 crore, 
besides cleaning the Ya-
muna river. Other works 
to curb pollution are also 
underway, the Union 
minister said.

During the 12 days 
when the odd-even 
scheme will be in force, 
vehicles will ply alter-
nately on odd and even 
dates as per their regis-
tration numbers. There 
was no clarity over ex-
emptions under the odd-
even rule with the chief 
minister saying that the 
related details will be 
shared later.

In its previous two 
versions, in January and 
April in 2016, holidays 
were exempted from the 
odd-even scheme, Ke-
jriwal said. In the past, 
two-wheelers and female 
commuters were ex-
empted from the rule. Vi-
olations of the rule were 
punished with a fine of 
Rs 2,000.

According to the 
graded response action 
plan (GRAP) devised by 
the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), 
the odd-even scheme for 
private vehicles is imple-
mented when the pollu-
tion level at ‘severe plus’ 
category persists for 48 
hours or more. The air 
pollution level in Delhi 
remains low 11 months 
a year, but picks up in 
November due to crop 
stubble (‘parali’) burning 
in neighbouring states. 
Dense cloud of smoke 
covers Delhi, which be-
comes a gas chamber, the 
chief minister said.

“The Centre, and gov-
ernments in Punjab and 
Haryana are making 
their efforts to prevent 
crop burning and the 
Delhi government will 
extend all possible help 
to them,” he said. 
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off-Campus training on 
Cultivation in Polyhouses

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

An off-campus train-
ing on “Cultivation 

in Polyhouses” was held 
today at Soureni, Assam 
Lingzey (East Sikkim) 
was organized for around 
50 farmers by Dr Deep-
ak Jhajharia (Professor, 

Dept. of SWCE) & Project 
Investigator of the All In-
dia Coordinated Research 
Project on Plasticulture 
Engineering Technology 
(AICRP-PET), College of 
Agricultural Engineering 
and Post Harvest Technol-
ogy (Central Agricultural 
University), Ranipool. 

The training was held 
in the house of Ms Bish-
wakarma who received 
a polycarbonate-based 
solar tunnel dryer con-
structed on the rooftop of 
her house by Prof Jhajha-
ria and AICRP-PET team 
under the SCSP funding 
with technical support 

from the Department of 
Renewable Energy En-
gineering, mainly, SKM 
Zaman (Assistant Profes-
sor) and Prof MS Seveda 
(Professor & Head), a 
press release informs.

Chief Guest Prof RP 
Misra, in-charge Dean of 
CAEPHT & College of Hor-

ticulture (Bermiok), South 
Sikkim informed that the 
first application of PET 
at Soureni was a low-cost 
bamboo-based naturally 
ventilated polyhouse con-
structed by Prof Jhajharia 
and his team in 2016. 

He further said that sig-
nificant progress has been 
achieved in the village in 
terms of application of plas-
tics in agriculture over the 
last three years. Farmers 
here now have three poly-
houses, two solar tunnel 
dryers, four poly-tunnels 
and six plastic vermi-beds 
for composting through the 
extension activities of the 
AICRP-PET team. 

Prof Jhajharia, in 
turn, informed that his 
team was going to adopt 
Upper Bhasmey village 
at Padamchey, East Pan-
dem, to showcase var-
ious applications that 
have already been suc-
cessfully implemented in 
villages like Soureni.

MUSS holds district-level meet in Gangtok

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

A district-level meet-
ing for youth and 

children was organised 
by Manav Utthan Sewa 
Samiti, East District here 
at Sambhala Ashram, Ti-

bet Road on Friday. On the 
occasion, Bhajan singing, 
play and dance competi-
tions were organised.

Youth and children of 
different branches from 
East and North Districts 
participated in the com-

petitions. Anil Pradhan 
from Daramdin, Sapna 
Rai from Ranipool and 
Sudita Rai from Gangtok 
were present as judges 
for today’s competition. 

It is informed that this 
is an annual event of MUSS.

Team of singers led by Remanti 
Rai leaves for NE Idol Audition 

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Singer Remanti Rai 
along with 14 young-

sters from Sikkim are 
participating in the Mega 
Audition Round of North 
East Idol at Srimanta San-
kardeva Kalakshetra (Dr 
Banikanta Kakati Hall) 
Panjabari Road Guwahati, 
Assam on 14 Sept. Ms Rai 
is also one of the judges 
of the singing contest, a 
press release informs.

The singers from Sik-
kim are Shital Chettri, 
Anup Tamang, Mahesh 
Diyali, Sumi Hangma 
Subba, Kadhmoel Shar-
ma, Nabin Gazmer, Phur-
ba Tsh Tamang, Beenu 
Subba, Sumitra Rai, Pree-
tam Rai, Anushka Shar-
ma, Babita Thapa, Suraj 
Sewa, and Sishir Thatal.

Minister Irrigation 
(Independent), Bhabesh 
Kalita, Revenue and DM 

(Assistant to CM as MoS), 
Govt of Assam has con-
sented to be the chief 
guest while Social Work-
er and Secretary General 
BJP, Ajay Jamwal, North 
East India has consented 
to be the guest of honour.

North East Idol-2019 
is organised by Amaz-
ing Arts from Arunachal 
Pradesh across different 
states of North Eastern 
States of India in aid of 
Aashiana North East & 
Cancer Institutes.

The judges of the 
North East Idol -2019 
are singer Amit Paul 
from Meghalaya, sing-
er James Nabam Bi-
zndo from Arunachal 
Pradesh, Remanti Rai 
from Sikkim and re-
nowned singer Zubeen 
Garg is the Chief Advisor 
of the programme.

In Sikkim auditions 
last month at Reman-

ti Sangeet Academy, 
Tadong around 60 par-
ticipants took part. Four-
teen singers were short-
listed by judges Manoj 
Yaku, Sudhi Singh and 
Remanti Rai.

The 14 contestants 
were groomed by Ms Rai 
and given guidance to 
give their best musical 
performance.

Remanti Sangeet 
Academy is three years 
old now with two centers 
at Deorali and Tadong. 
The academy has more 
than 250 students and 
provides training in both 
indian classical/western 
classical music. 

The musical knowl-
edge in Sikkim is growing 
day to day within the par-
ents & across the society 
& this is a positive sign 
for the entire musical 
academy in Sikkim says 
Remanti Rai. 

Cleanliness drive at New StNm 
Hospital by tadong School students 

SummIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Students of Tadong 
Government Senior 

Secondary School con-
ducted a daylong clean-
liness drive at the New 
STNM Hospital complex 
at Sochyagang here.

The cleanliness drive 
was organised as a part 
of Swachh Pakhwada 

by the school’s National 
Service Scheme (NSS) 
and National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) students.

The contingent of 
around 100 students was 
led by teachers. Members 
of Bloomers NGO also 
took part.

During the drive, stu-
dents cleaned the hospi-
tal premises and other 

locations inside the hos-
pital building, including 
the lifts, floors, parking 
area, garden and picked 
up and collected waste 
for proper disposal.

Students were led 
by NSS co-coordinator 
Ashish Gurung and NCC 
co-coordinator Nima 
Deki and Chemistry PGT 
Devika chettri.

Golf ball lands inside CM’s home-office, 
sends security personnel into a tizzy

Bengaluru, Sep 13 (PtI): 
A golf ball that landed 
inside Chief Minister B 
S Yediyurappa’s home 
office ‘Krishna’ from the 
golf course nearby on 
Friday, sent the security 
personnel into a tizzy.

“It came in from 
there”, one of the securi-
ty personnel at the Chief 
Minister’s home office, 
who recovered the golf 
ball, said pointing at the 
Bangalore Golf Club on 
the oppositeside.

“Luckily, the ball did 

not hit anyone,” anoth-
erpoliceman guarding 
the vicinity told media-
persons.

This is not the first in-
cident of a golf ball enter-
ing ‘Krishna’ and causing 
security worries.

In July last year, when 
a similar incident ha-
doccurred during H D 
Kumaraswamy’s tenure 
as the ChiefMinister, the 
then Deputy Chief Min-
ister G Parameshwara, 
whowas in-charge of 
Bengaluru affairs had 

said that the govern-
mentwould explore relo-
cating the golf course.

It had then landed 
on an IPS officer’s car 
parkedinside Krishna, 
and had left a crack on 
the windshield.

The Bangalore Golf 
Club (BGC) claims it-
self to be the oldest golf 
course outside of the 
British Isles, established 
in 1876.

The 18-hole golf 
course is located on a 60-
acre plot.

Left activists, cops clash near 
West Bengal secretariat

Howrah, Sep 13 (PtI): 
Clashes broke out here 
on Friday between the 
police and the Left Front 
activists when they were 
marching towards the 
West Bengal secretariat 
demanding employment 
for the youth of the state.

LF leaders claimed 
that around 60 activists 
were injured in the clash-
es, five of them critically, 
while the police said peo-
ple on both sides were 
wounded.

According to sourc-
es, police burst tear gas 
shells and used water 
cannons to disperse 
CPI(M) youth and stu-
dent activists, who in 
turn hurled stones at 
them. Members of Stu-
dents Federation of In-
dia (SFI) and Democratic 
Youth Federation of India 
(DYFI) had taken out a 
rally on Thursday from 
Singur, the venue of the 
abandoned Tata small car 
plant, demanding jobs for 
the youth of the state.

The rally was sched-
uled to culminate at the 
state secretariat on Fri-
day afternoon, but was 
stopped 5 km away near 
Mullick Ghat in Howrah.

Sources said the ac-
tivists in their attempt 
to move forward broke 
one of the three barri-
cades set up by the police 
at Mullick Ghat. A scuffle 
broke out with the agita-
tors hurling bricks at the 
police, who retaliated by 
bursting tear gas shells 
and baton charge, they 
said. The injured have 
been admitted to a nearby 
government hospital for 
treatment, the police said.

“We were told by the 
police that five of our 
representatives would 
be allowed to enter the 
state secretariat to sub-
mit a memorandum. But 
as soon as our peaceful 
rally reached Mullick 
Ghat, police resorted to 
unprovoked lathi charge 
and bursting of tear gas 
shells,” DYFI state sec-
retary Sayandeep Mitra 
said. A number of SFI and 
DYFI workers fell uncon-
scious during the clash, 
he said.

“We were to submit 
thousands of applica-
tions seeking jobs and 
answers on various other 
issues from Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee as 

part of the TMC govern-
ment’s ‘Didi ke Bolo’ pub-
lic outreach initiative,” 
Mitra told reporters.

Banerjee is referred 
to as ‘Didi’ or elder sis-
ter by rank and file of 
the party. The Mamata 
Banerjee government is 
sitting on the “debris of 
an industry” at Singur, 
he said. “She has failed 
to bring about econom-
ic development in West 
Bengal. Several business 
summits were organ-
ised over the past few 
years but no investment 
has been made. Lakhs 
of youths are unem-
ployed,” the Left youth 
leader added.

Later in the evening, 
the SFI and DYFI district 
units took out protest 
marches in various parts 
of the state.

The two Left bodies 
have decided to observe 
a two-day-long ‘Black 
day’ across the state in 
the weekend to protest 
against the police assault.

West Bengal Left 
Front Chairman and 
CPI(M) Politburo mem-
ber Biman Bose con-
demned the “brutal at-
tack” on the students and 
youth activists. “The way 
student and youth ac-
tivists were attacked re-
flects the authoratarian 
attitude of the state gov-
ernment,” CPI(M) leader 
Mohammed Salim, who 
too is a member of the 
Politburo, said.

Countering the al-
legations, West Bengal 
Education Minister Par-
tha Chatterjee said the 
Left Front activists were 
trying to disturb the 
“peaceful atmosphere” 
in the state.

“What was SFI and 
DYFI doing during the 
Left Front rule when in-
dustries were being shut 
down and flight of capital 
from Bengal took place? 
Were they sleeping? Our 
government has revived 
industry in the state,” 
Chatterjee, who is also 
the secretary general of 
TMC, said.

Singur had become 
the hotbed of West Ben-
gal politics in 2008 after 
the Trinamool Congress of 
Mamata Banerjee led an 
agitation against the erst-
while Left Front govern-
ment over acquisition of 
farm land the car factory. 

J&K People’s Conference moves SC against 
President’s Rule, abrogation of Article 370

New Delhi, Sep 13 (PTI): 
A plea has been filed in 
the Supreme Court by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Peo-
ple’s Conference (JKPC) 
challenging the Presi-
dent’s Rule imposed in 
the state and abrogation 
of provisions of Article 
370, which gave special 
status to the state.

The Sajjad Lone-
led JKPC has filed the 
petition through its 
spokesperson Adnan 
Ashraf, seeking Presi-
dent’s Rule in the state 
be declared unconsti-
tutional and void.

“The impugned Con-
stitution Order (CO) 
272, dated August 5, 
2019, and the conse-
quent CO 273, dated 
August 5, 2019, and the 
consequent CO 273, dat-
ed August 6, 2019, are 
unconstitutional as the 
‘concurrence’ of the state 
government taken is un-
constitutional and viola-
tive of articles 14, 19 and 
21 of the Constitution of 
India,” the plea said.

A presidential order 
paved the way for appli-
cation of entire provi-
sions of the Constitution 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
and also have the effect 
of nullifying Article 35A 
and completely abrogat-
ing Article 370.

The presidential or-
der on Article 370 of the 
Constitution was issued 
pursuant to the concur-
rence of the Jammu and 
Kashmir government, 
despite “there being no 
popularly elected gov-
ernment” in the state, the 
plea said.

“The impugned or-
der CO 272 issued by the 
president under Article 
370 (1) of the Consti-
tution has been issued 
pursuant to the ‘concur-
rence’ of the government 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
despite there being no 
popularly elected gov-
ernment in Jammu and 
Kashmir, under the pro-

visions of the Constitu-
tion, and it is an affront 
on the Constitution of 
India and a blatant at-
tack on the federal na-
ture of the Indian Con-
stitution,” it said.

While challenging 
the Centre’s decisions to 
scrap provisions of the 
Article 370 that accorded 
special status to Jammu 
and Kashmir, and divid-
ing it into two Union Ter-
ritories, the JKPC sought 
a direction to declare 
the state reorganization 
act and the presidential 
orders as “unconstitu-
tional and void”.

The party said the 
state has been under 
President’s Rule under 
Article 356 of the Consti-
tution since June 2018, 
and routine decisions of 
the state government are 
taken by the governor, 
who himself is a delegate 
of the president under 
the presidential procla-
mation issued under Ar-
ticle 356 (1)(a).

“Therefore, concur-
rence of the state gov-
ernment provided by 
the governor, does not 
express the will of the 
people, as the governor 
is merely substituting for 
a popularly elected gov-
ernment, as an emergen-
cy measure under Article 
356 of the Constitution.

“The imposition of 
the President’s Rule for 
the abrogation of Article 
370 of the Constitution of 
India was an illegal and 
unconstitutional exercise 
of Article 356 of the Con-
stitution,” it said.

The JKPC is the sec-
ond party after the Na-
tional Conference (NC) 
which has mounted a 
legal challenge in the 
apex court to the changes 
made in the Constitution-
al status of the state.

The NC petition has 
been filed by Mohammad 
Akbar Lone and Justice 
(rtd) Hasnain Masoodi, 
both Lok Sabha members 

belonging to the party.
Mohammad Akbar 

Lone is a former Speak-
er of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly and 
Masoodi is a retired 
judge of the Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court.

Massodi had ruled in 
2015 that the Article 370 
was a permanent feature 
of the Constitution.

The JKPC in its plea 
also said the Jammu and 
Kashmir governor has 
kept the entire nation 
in the dark. The country 
was not informed that 
such a drastic action 
against the interest of the 
state was being taken, it 
said. The party also chal-
lenged the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization 
Act passed by the par-
liament and said “the 
entire state particularly 
the valley was put under 
curfew and then only 
those CO’s were passed 
and the impugned legis-
lation was enacted”.

“Never ever in the his-
tory of the nation reor-
ganization under Article 
3 has taken place which 
shows a blatant attack 
on our constitution and 
the freedom of people of 
a state,” it added.

The party said Jammu 
and Kashmir had a sepa-
rate Constitution and the 
Parliament had a limited 
scope to enact legislation 
for the state.

Therefore by a parlia-
mentary act, the pow-
ers given to the state 
by its own Constitu-
tion could not have 
been abrogated by 
merely taking away Arti-
cle 370 by the impugned 
legislation, it said.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind on August 9 had 
gave assent to a legis-
lation for bifurcation of 
Jammu and Kashmir, and 
two Union Territories 
-- Jammu and Kashmir, 
and Ladakh -- which will 
come into existence on 
October 31. 
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Let’s Find Other VIPs
Not everything should be 

about politics, always

Commenting on the content of newspapers, par-
ticularly this one, a reader who wants to like 

the paper but cannot, complained that politics was 
not covered enough. In fact, politics is rarely front-
paged here, she complained. Relax, what follows is 
not a soliloquy on the editorial policy of the paper, 
but, for now, let’s continue with the premise that 
this piece opened with. 

Sure, political parties and politicians say some-
thing every day, but that is not politics because there 
are rarely any real ideologies at play or even politi-
cal commentary. There is a lot of name-calling, end-
less allegations and many a times, mind-bafflingly 
philosophical gobbledygook in response to even the 
most pedantic of allegations. And there are claims. 
Coming mostly by way of press releases, this is a 
one-way communication in which clarifications and 
details are controlled. So, while it is necessary for 
people to know what their parties are saying, just 
because they said it does not mean it is important. 
At the end of the day, none of this is really politics, 
because none of this is of any long-term significance 
or even of sustaining interest. At best, it is a lot of 
politicking in its purest, dictionary-definition of “ac-
tivity directed towards acquiring power and influ-
ence, achieving one’s own goals”. 

But we are nation obsessed with politicians and 
politicking – switch on TV news or open any news-
paper or news-magazine and you will receive affir-
mation of this. But why are we so obsessed with pol-
iticians. Some years ago, a senior TV news anchor 
who spends more time anchoring stories about 
politicians exchanging barbs than deliberating on 
politics, explained that in the absence of any other 
heroes [the definition probably limited to ‘celebri-
ties’], journalists had no option but to zero in on the 
politicians, who were easily recognizable, always in 
the public domain and always willing to offer quotes 
and interviews. He was not wrong. Who does India 
have apart from politicians when it comes to celeb-
rities who can feed news cycles on a regular basis? 
Some cricketers, Bollywood stars, erratic flickers 
in other sports, tennis for a while, and now wres-
tling and badminton as well. Because of our culture 
which does not allow our “famous people” to speak 
their minds or take a stand, the non-political celeb-
rities make for boring copy because they clam up 
the moment they are invited to speak of anything 
beyond their individual performance. And let’s also 
accept it. We are not a very sporty population and 
our “passion” for sports is in fact just media-man-
aged hyperbole. How else does one explain the fact 
that we suddenly discovered Deepa Karmakar on 
the eve of the Olympics. Rio was when she peaked. If 
we had been a sports-loving people, we would have 
seen her grow as a gymnast. In fact, if the media had 
not played up her Olympian feat, being media-fed 
spectators, we would probably not have bothered 
with feting her either. Ditto for the stars who daz-
zled in the recent Asian Games.

With news channels running on 24x7 cycles, 
and newspapers adding more pages hoping to win 
more readers, politicking ends up gaining primacy 
because it offers ready masala. But politicians can 
be extremely fickle, changing their stands often or 
being too predictable. As a result, what the media 
feeds the audience when it plays up “politics” ends 
up being too superficial. And that delivers us the 
chicken-and-egg quandary. Will people pursue real 
role models or will media seek them out? People 
need to patronise real heroes who are consistent in 
their pursuits and reliable as icons. The media will 
scent the mood the people and start giving these 
personalities more media-time and that will hope-
fully leave the politicians with the time and space 
to debate at an ideological level and comment on 
policy initiatives rather than remain obsessed with 
corny jingoism which makes for sensational head-
lines but does nothing for to deliver better gover-
nance or more responsible opposition.

Even Sikkim needs to find role-models outside 
the political and bureaucratic domain. Apart from 
the fact that such personalities are available but un-
der-appreciated, there is also the need to introduce 
the young to more versions of what being success-
ful means. Such exposure will also cushion some of 
the contradictions the young grow up with when 
they seek out inspiration. Sikkim seems to keep for-
getting that it takes more than politicians to make 
a society and more than political gossip to make a 
conversation. Every society and every generation 
needs heroes and role models and it would be un-
fair to suggest that Sikkim has not produced enough 
variety. What is unfortunate is that the people don’t 
seem to recognize these achievers beyond the occa-
sional expressions of drummed up celebration. 

Bruce Springsteen: an Aristotle for our times

Curiosity: We’re studying the brain 
to help you harness it

ASHvANtI vALJI & mAttHIAS GRuBeR
theconversation.com

They say curiosity killed the cat for 
a reason. Being curious has many 

advantages, but it is also associated 
with risk taking. But what is curiosity 
exactly? Is it really just one personali-
ty trait that you can have more or less 
of? Or do people have different “cu-
riosity types” – being naturally more 
curious about people, sensations or 
knowledge?

We’re looking at people’s brains 
to find out. And we are hoping our re-
search can help unlock the benefits of 
curiosity for learning and education.

We already know a bit about the 
neuroscience of curiosity. Have you 
ever desperately struggled to study 
a topic that just does not spark your 
curiosity, and then found you remem-
ber nothing when you try to recall it 
later? This makes total sense, as re-
search demonstrates that being in a 
state of high curiosity enhances our 
memory for interesting information.

It might seem obvious that if you 
are curious about something, you pay 
more attention to it, making it easier 
to remember later – but the effects of 
curiosity on memory are more com-
plex than this. Being in a highly curi-
ous state also improves our memory 
for information unrelated to what 
made us curious in the first place.

The link with learning can actu-
ally be seen in the brain. Curiosity 
leads to activation of several areas 
of the brain, particularly the regions 
known as the substantia nigra, ven-
tral tegmental area and the hippo-

campus. And connectivity between 
these same regions are associated 
with learning.
feAR ANd CuRIoSIty

Some early philosophers specu-
lated that curiosity evolved as an in-
stinct that helps us adapt to new en-
vironments by driving us to explore 
them. However, this seems to conflict 
with other theories suggesting we 
fear new environments because of 
the potential danger they may hold.

It seems curiosity and fear can be 
provoked by the same situations, with 
curiosity sometimes overriding our 
fear of exploring new things. For some, 
fear may form part of the excitement of 
curiosity. We know that brain systems 
linked with wanting to receive external 
rewards (like money or food) are acti-
vated when we are curious. This indi-
cates that curiosity is a sort of craving 
of more information. 

But curiosity has also been asso-
ciated with characteristics that reflect 
risk taking, stress tolerance and thrill 
seeking. This is how curiosity got its 
bad wrap as a mortal danger to felines.
PeRSoNALIty tyPe

We all know some people tend to be 
more curious than others. Supporting 
this, research shows some individuals 
experience curiosity more frequently 
or intensely than others. But is curios-
ity as a personality trait just a level of 
degree – more versus less?

Instead, it may be that we are all 
similarly curious, but that personali-
ty drives us to be more curious about 
specific things or situations. These 
are known as curiosity “types”.

Epistemic curiosity has been 

widely researched. This describes 
a person’s desire to acquire new in-
formation – such as facts, concepts 
or ideas – and bridge any gaps in 
their knowledge.

Social curiosity, on the other 
hand, describes an individual’s fas-
cination and fixation on how other 
people think, act and feel – which 
subsequently affects how they 
navigate the interpersonal world. 
People who show perceptual cu-
riosity, on the other hand, try to 
maximise the sensory information 
they take in – like your friend who 
can’t stop looking around at anything 
and everything.

To help us understand if curiosi-
ty is one or many traits, our research 
looks at whether these different curi-
osity types are supported by differ-
ent brain mechanisms. We also want 
to know whether being struck by a 
moment of curiosity sparks activity 
in the same brain areas that explain 
how curious a person is generally.

So far, our preliminary results 
suggest we may have identified an 
important area relating to epistem-
ic curiosity – but not other types. 
Known as the fornix, this is a crit-
ical brain structure that connects 
the hippocampus (an important 
brain hub for memory) and brain 
areas related to learning, informa-
tion seeking and exploration.

These findings make total sense. 
The more curious we are about 
information in general, the better 
the connections between brain net-
works associated with learning, in-
formation seeking and motivation.

HARNESSING CURIOSITY
This research can help us to un-

derstand how we can better harness 
curiosity in the real world, such as in 
work and educational settings.

As the fornix is related to en-
hanced learning, this suggests we 
should strive to create learning en-
vironments that foster exploration 
of ideas and information searching. 
This will help boost curiosity, with 
the fornix helping us remember what 
we learn better. Gaining knowledge 
in this way would be very different 
from just delivering a set teaching 
material.

There could be important bene-
fits. Current research has shown that 
the effects of curiosity on learning are 
even stronger for children from fami-
lies with a low socioeconomic status.

In the next years, our research 
will map out how different types 
of curiosity are related to different 
brain areas and how this enhances 
learning for various types of infor-
mation. We will then better under-
stand how our individual curiosity 
helps us to learn certain things in 
ways that are unique for us.

But it is already clear that there 
is a lot to gain from valuing and fos-
tering curiosity in children. And this 
is not only true for children. Continu-
ously stimulating our curiosity could 
lead to a more prosperous and fulfill-
ing life as adults too.

[Ashvanti Valji is PhD researcher, 
Cardiff University; Matthias Gruber 
is Sir Henry Dale Fellow & Principal 

Investigator of the Motivation and 
Memory Lab, Cardiff University]

RoN BeAdLe
theconversation.com

In the recently released film Blinded by the Light, 
Pakistani teenager Javed discovers commitment 

and courage through the music of Bruce Spring-
steen. Based on journalist Sarfraz Manzoor’s 
1980s memoir, the dreams and frustrations of a 
working-class boy from Luton, north of London are 
given wings by the experience of another work-
ing-class boy from Freehold, New Jersey. Inspired, 
Javed shares his writings and his feelings.

The difficulty of retaining hope and virtue re-
mains as much a feature of Springsteen’s work in 
2019 – when he has just enjoyed his 
11th UK number one album – as it did 
when he made the covers of Time and 
Newsweek in 1975.

Much has been written about 
Springsteen – but as far as I know, 
nobody has suggested a connection 
with the ancient Greek philosopher 
Aristotle (384-322 BC). But connec-
tions are there – in the centrality of 
virtue, friendship and community to 
lives well led.
tHe PHILoSoPHeR

From the Middle Ages to the En-
lightenment, Aristotle was often sim-
ply known as “The Philosopher”. His 
ideas were central to the development 
of Islamic and Christian philosophy 
and interest in his work has revived 
over the past decades.

Aristotle’s works The Politics and 
The Ethics, are central to this revival. 
Two critical features distinguish these 
works from their Enlightenment suc-
cessors. The first is that thinking rightly requires 
us to reason towards the good – not just towards 
whatever we happen to want. The contrast with 
neoliberal economics, which presupposes that the 
individual be free to pursue their preferences, is 
stark. For Aristotle, desires must be directed to-
wards genuine goods if they are to have legitimate 
claims on us.

The second is that ethics and politics go togeth-
er – humans are “political animals” for whom a 
good life both benefits from and contributes to the 
community. The contrast with neoliberal politics, 
in which communities only have the claims that 
individuals grant them, could also not be starker.

The connections between Aristotle and Spring-
steen are best evidenced through the lens of con-
temporary moral philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre. 
More than anyone else, MacIntyre has revived the 
idea that good lives require virtues that were cen-
tral to Aristotle: wisdom, self-control, justice and 
courage – as well as the Christian virtues of faith, 
hope and charity.

But in most working lives – such as those in 
the rug mills, motor plants and plastics factories in 
which Springsteen’s father worked – such virtues 
were beside the point. As Springsteen writes in 
The Promised Land (1978):

    I’ve done my best to live the right way
    I get up every morning and go to work each day

    But your eyes go blind and your blood runs cold
    Sometimes I feel so weak I just want to explode.

BoRN to RuN
According to his autobiography, the young 

Springsteen wanted none of this – instead, he 
wanted a life of creativity and freedom: he was 
born to run. But while the working lives lived in 
his community alienated him, the community itself 
drew him back – he now lives just ten miles from 
his original hometown.

The music that enabled him to escape a life of 
industrial labour required him to develop both 
virtues and skills: the focus to spend thousands 
of hours practising; the courage to risk failure, 

and the wisdom to seek partners and friends of 
the calibre of the E-Street Band, a working com-
munity of friends. For Aristotle, true friendship 
is only available to the virtuous, those whose 
mutual regard goes beyond mutual enjoyment 
and usefulness, beyond death even. Spring-
steen captured this in his eulogy to Clarence 
Clemons, the longtime saxophonist in the 
E-Street Band, when he said that: “Clarence 
doesn’t leave the E-Street Band when he dies. 
He leaves when we die.”

Such commitment to one’s practice – and 
the enduring relationships this commitment 
requires – demands adherence to the virtue of 
justice. So Springsteen’s recruitment of Clem-
ons had nothing to do with race and every-
thing to do with the magic that happened when 
they played together. But the novelty of their 
friendship in 1970s New Jersey was not lost 
on either of them. Prioritising the excellence 
of your craft means that race, gender, sexuality 
and anything else is irrelevant to your choices. 
Aristotelian commitments to equality are all 
about excellence.

Springsteen’s advocacy of social and especially 
racial justice – particularly in songs such as Amer-
ican Skin: 41 Shots – are married to his commit-
ment to the defence of local communities, espe-
cially notable in Death to my Hometown where the 

bankers responsible for the 2008 financial crisis 
are described as:

    The greedy thieves who came around
    And ate the flesh of everything they found
    Whose crimes have gone unpunished now
    Who walk the streets as free men now.

AN AmeRICAN StoRy
According to MacIntyre’s account, After Virtue, 

we need to understand our lives as being embed-
ded in inherited narratives – and most of these, for 
most of us, and certainly for Springsteen and for 
Javed, are narratives of conflict. MacIntyre writes: 
“I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ 
if I can answer the prior question ‘Of what story or 

stories do I find myself a part?‘”
Springsteen’s characterised his work in just 

this way in his autobiographical Broadway show:
“I wanted to hear, and I wanted to know the 

whole American story. I wanted to know my sto-
ry, your story, felt like I needed to understand 
as much of it as I could in order to understand 
myself. Who was I and where I came from and 
what that meant, what did it mean to my family 
and where was I going and where were we going 
together as a people, and what did it mean to be 
an American and to be a part of that story in this 
place and in this time.”

For MacIntyre, the development of such nar-
rative accounts is an essential part of Aristotelian 
self-understanding – one in which ethics and pol-
itics are inseparable. Springsteen’s insistence that 
his characters’ lives be understood as part of their 
wider stories reflects the same insight.

At July’s conference marking his 90th birthday, 
MacIntyre recommended the work of Albert Mur-
ray, whose book The Hero and the Blues, argued for 
“kinship between fiction and the blues. Both … are 
virtuoso performances that impart information, 
wisdom, and moral guidance to their audiences”. 
And so it goes with Bruce Springsteen.

[the writer is Professor of 
Organization and Business Ethics, 

Northumbria University, Newcastle]
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Bangladesh removes Pakistan’s 
name from border pillars

CBI officials reach former 
Kolkata CP’s residence

Cong chief Sonia Gandhi meets leaders from 
North East, NRC among issues discussed

mizoram man sentenced to 10 years in jail for drug peddling

20th NSF Martyrs’ 
Memorial Trophy to 

reduce single-use  plastic

Saradha scam: HC vacates order granting 
protection from arrest to ex-top cop

WB may implement 6th Pay 
Commission from Jan 2020: mamata

West Bengal govt to procure 
fire fighting robots, drones

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PtI): 
The West Bengal gov-
ernment will accpet the 
recommendations of the 
Sixth Pay Commission 
and is likely to imple-
ment it from January 
1, 2020, Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee said 
on Friday.

She blamed the erst-
while Left Front govern-
ment for the delay in the 
implementation of the 
pay panel’s recommen-
dation as huge money 
is being spent to service 
the debt taken by it.

The implementation 
of the Pay Commission 
recommendations will 
cost the state exche-
quer about Rs 10000 
crore annually.

The Sixth Pay Com-
mission was formed on 
November 27, 2015, 
months before the 2016 
assembly election, to 
restructure the salaries 
of the state government 
employees.

The panel, which was 
headed by Prof Abhirup 
Sarkar, was scheduled to 
submit its report within 
six months. However, it 
got periodic extensions 
and the latest one for an-
other six months came 
on May 28.

Speaking on the delay 
in the implementation of 
the Sixth Pay Commis-
sion recommendations, 

Banerjee said she had 
received the report only 
on Friday.

“I have received the 
Pay Commission report. 
We will accept the rec-
ommendations of the 
Commission and sym-
pathetically consider 
it,” she said at the or-
ganisational meeting of 
TMC’s West Bengal State 
Government Employees 
Federation.

The central govern-
ment has already ap-
proved the Seventh Cen-
tral Pay Commission.

The Pay Commission 
recommendations in-
clude increase in the ba-
sic pay scale of state em-

ployees and increase of 
gratuity from Rs six lakh 
to Rs 10 lakh.

“The state govern-
ment employees are 
demanding to make up 
the shortfall of dearness 
allowance. But it should 
be kept in mind that only 
the West Bengal govern-
ment has a guaranteed 
pension scheme. The 
pension scheme of the 
central government is 
not guaranteed,” she said.

“Few people during 
Lok Sabha elections have 
misguided you but all of 
you (state government 
employees) can trust me.

I won’t disappoint 
you,” she said.

Lashing out at the Left 
trade unions and state 
government employees 
union, Banerjee said 
the erstwhile Left Front 
dispensation had im-
plemented the Fifth Pay 
Commission two years 
after it was submitted 
in 2006. “The Left Front 
had taken huge debt and 
we are paying Rs 55,000 
crore every year for it. 
It is due to its fiscal mis-
management that we 
are facing so much prob-
lems,” she said.

The TMC supremo 
lambasted the Cen-
tre over the proposed 
mass layoff in public 
sector units like Air In-

dia and BSNL.
She claimed that the 

BJP government is trying 
to disinvest and privatize 
all PSUs in the country.

“I ask the TMC trade 
union wing to organise a 
meeting with the central 
trade unions of Air India 
and BSNL on Septem-
ber 23. I will attend the 
meeting,” she said.

Referring to mass 
layoff of journalists in 
various media houses 
in Bengal, she said talks 
are on between Calcut-
ta Press Club and the 
state government to give 
Rs 10000 as allowance 
to journalists who lose 
their jobs.

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PtI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
on Friday vacated its in-
terim order granting for-
mer Kolkata police com-
missioner Rajeev Kumar 
protection from arrest 
in the Saradha chitfund 
scam case. The court also 
rejected Kumar’s prayer 
for quashing of a CBI no-
tice that sought his ap-
pearance for questioning 
in the case.

Kumar, who is cur-
rently the West Bengal 
CID Additional Direc-
tor General, was part of 
a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) set up by the 
state government to in-
vestigate the scam before 
the Supreme Court hand-
ed over the case to the 
CBI in 2014, along with 
other chitfund cases.

The Saradha group 
of companies alleged-
ly duped lakhs of cus-
tomers to the tune of Rs 
2,500 crore, promising 
higher rates of return on 
investment.

Kumar was the com-
missioner of Bidhan-
nagar Police when the 
SIT was formed and 
looked after its day to 
day operations, his coun-

sel had told the court 
during the hearing of the 
case. Justice Mitra, in her 
order said that Kumar’s 
allegation that he was 
targetted and singled out 
for questioning by the 
CBI cannot be accepted, 
since other officers su-
perior to him in the SIT 
were questioned.

The court observed 
that the notice served on 
Kumar by the investigat-
ing officer (IO) cannot 
be said to be mala fide 
as alleged by the IPS of-
ficer, as he can question 
anyone acquainted with 
the case.

Noting that Kumar 
has failed to substan-
tiate that the CBI was 
summoning him for 
questioning to dent his 
reputation, the court ob-
served that it should be 
the duty of every respon-
sible officer to assist an 
investigation.

The CBI had sum-
moned Kumar on May 27 
for questioning in con-
nection with the Sarad-
ha ponzi scheme case, 
challenging which he had 
moved the high court, 
seeking quashing of the 
notice. A vacation bench 

had on May 30 granted 
Kumar protection from 
arrest and coercive ac-
tion by the CBI. The pro-
tection was extended 
from time to time during 
the hearing of his peti-
tion seeking quashing of 
the notice. Justice Mitra 
observed that right to life 
and personal liberty en-
shrined in Article 21 of the 
Constitution is not abso-
lute, but a qualified right.

She also refused to 
entertain the former 
Kolkata top cop’s prayer 
that no coercive action 
be taken against him 
without the permis-
sion of this court. The 
Supreme Court had, on 
May 17, withdrawn the 
protection from arrest 
to Kumar, which it had 
granted earlier.

A vacation bench of 
the apex court, headed 
by Justice Arun Mishra, 
had said Kumar could ap-
proach the Calcutta High 
Court or a trial court here 
for seeking relief in the 
case. The central agency 
had in April told the top 
court that Kumar’s cus-
todial interrogation was 
necessary as he was not 
cooperating in the probe.

Aizawl, Sep 13 (PtI): 
A special court in 
Mizoram’s Champhai 
district has convicted a 
19-year-old man for drug 
peddling and sentenced 
him to 10 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment, state 
officials said on Friday.

The court also 
slapped a fine of Rs one 
lakh on him, state ex-
cise and narcotics de-

partment officials said. 
Vanlalena, judge of the 
special court, convicted 
Salemthara (19), a resi-
dent of Champhai town 
near Mizoram-Myanmar 
border, for possessing of 
307 grams of heroin and 
on Thursday sentenced 
him to 10 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment.

State officials also said 
that if Salemthara does 

not deposit the fine, he 
will have to serve an addi-
tional six months in jail.

Salemthara was ar-
rested on June 24, 2018 
by state excise and 
narcotics department 
officials in Champhai 
town and booked under 
relevant provisions of 
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Act, 1985.

Kohima, Sep 13 (PtI): 
In sync with a nation-
wide campaign against 
single-use plastic, an 
initiative has been taken 
to hold the month-long 
Naga Students Feder-
ation (NSF) Martyrs 
Memorial Trophy in an 
environmentally friend-
ly manner.

The NSF Martyrs 
Memorial Trophy, or-
ganised by the Angami 
Students’ Union (ASU), 
is one of the oldest and 
most reputed football 
tournaments in Nagaland.

ASU functionaries 
and the working com-
mittee of the tournament 
have decided to encour-
age players and specta-
tors not to use plastic in 
any form, including min-
eral water bottles, ASU 
president Vizokho Zash-
mo told reporters here 
on Friday.

“We cannot enforce 
complete ban but can 

only dissuade players 
and spectators from us-
ing plastic inside the ven-
ue, even for drinking wa-
ter. They have been asked 
to carry their own water 
bottles,” he said.

The organizers of the 
20th edition of the tour-
nament, in collaboration 
with Kohima Munici-
pal Council and Kohima 
Smart City Development 
Limited, will set up 15-20 
water dispensers at the 
venue for refilling water 
bottles, he said.

Paper cups will also 
be placed along with the 
dispensers.

The organizers will 
not give mementos to 
patrons, special guests 
and invitees.

Instead, saplings with 
the motto ‘plant for life’, 
will be given to them, 
Zashumo said.

The tournament will 
be held here from Sep-
tember 21 to October 19.

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PtI): 
West Bengal fire depart-
ment was contemplating 
to procure fire fighting 
robots and drones for 
effective combat of fire 
incidents and prevent ca-
sualties, a senior official 
said on Friday.

These robots could be 
used in situations where 
it is too dangerous for 
fire brigade personnel to 
venture.

Such machines would 
also come in handy in 
congested areas and in 
the cases where a fire 
is caused by a chemical 
leakage or short circuits.

Drones can also be 
helpful to assist the ro-
bots or fire officials to 
find out crucial spots 
where access by fire-

fighters are not possible.
“We are planning 

to procure robots and 
drones,” Director General 
of Fire Services, Jag Mo-
han, said on the sidelines 
of a seminar.

Officials said the de-
partment has planned to 
procure at least two ro-
bots and as many drones 
and the process has al-
ready been initiated.

Armed with ther-
mal cameras, the robots 
would be able to see 
through both smoke and 
darkness and the ma-
chines could be remotely 
guided and controlled by 
the fire officers.

Fire fighting robots 
can also spray water and 
foam mist up to a dis-
tance of 80 meters.

dhaka, Sep 13 (PtI): 
Forty-eight years after 
Bangladesh’s indepen-
dence, Pakistan’s name 
engraved on the border 
pillars installed after 
the partition of the In-
dian subcontinent have 
been removed on the 
orders of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina.

All Bangladeshi bor-
der pillars have been re-
named BANGLADESH/BD 
instead of PAKISTAN/PAK, 
said a statement by the 

Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB) on Thursday.

The BGB started re-
placing the labels on the 
pillars following Prime 
Minister Hasina’s order 
in which she observed 
that some of the pillars of 
the bordering areas still 
show Pakistan’s name.

After the partition of 
India-Pakistan in 1947, 
more than 8,000 pillars 
were installed, in which 
IND-PAK/INDIA-PAKI-
STAN label was engraved, 

the Daily Star reported.
These pillars were 

in the bordering areas 
of Satkhira, Jashore, Ch-
uadanga, Kushtia, Ra-
jshahi, Chapainawabganj, 
Naogaon, Panchagarh, 
Kurigram, Netrokona, 
Mymensingh, Jamalpur, 
Sunamganj, Sylhet, Brah-
manbaria, Comilla and 
Chattogram.

The BGB completed 
this mammoth task with-
in a short period of time 
with its own funds.

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PtI): 
CBI officials Friday 
reached the residence of 
former city police com-
missioner Rajeev Kumar 
to mark his attendance 
as per the Calcutta High 
Court’s order within 
hours of it withdrawing 
the protection granted to 
him from arrest in a chit 
fund scam case.

CBI sources said that 
officials of the investigat-
ing agency’s economic 
offences wing had gone 
to Kumar’s official resi-

dence to mark his atten-
dance as per the May 30, 
2019 order of the High 
Court and no notice had 
been served to him. The 
HC Friday vacated its 
order granting Kumar 
protection from arrest 
in connection with the 
Saradha chit fund scam.

The court also reject-
ed his prayer for quash-
ing of a CBI notice that 
sought his appearance 
for questioning in the 
case. Kumar, who is cur-
rently the West Bengal 

CID Additional Direc-
tor General, was part of 
a special investigation 
team set up by the West 
Bengal government to in-
vestigate the scam before 
the Supreme Court hand-
ed over the case to the 
CBI in 2014, along with 
other chit fund cases.

The Saradha group of 
companies has allegedly 
duped lakhs of people 
to the tune of Rs 2500 
crore, promising higher 
rates of returns on their 
investments.

New delhi, Sep 13 (PtI): 
Congress chief Sonia 
Gandhi on Friday met 
party leaders from north 
eastern states and dis-
cussed with them key 
issues, including the 
National Register of Cit-
izens (NRC), and prob-
lems of the region.

The meeting was at-
tended by top Congress 
leaders from the North 
East, including former 
chief ministers and 
secretary in-charge of 
north eastern states Lu-
izinho Faleiro.

“We had a long meet-
ing. We discussed the 
problems facing NE 
states. Senior leaders 
made presentations. We 
have decided to strength-
en and consolidate the 
north east coordination 
committees. We have 
also decided to set up a 
permanent office in Gu-
wahati,” Falerio later told 
reporters.

Former prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh and 
senior Congress leader 
Ahmed Patel were also 
part of the meeting.

Faleiro said the issue 

of NRC in Assam, was 
among the issues dis-
cussed at the meeting

“We have also decid-
ed that we should meet 
and discuss periodically 
the problems of the north 
eastern states, which are 
growing and mounting. It 
has to be brought down 
and we have to come to-
gether in unity,” he said.

The Congress leader 
said issues pertaining to 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill, which was 
opposed in Rajya Sabha 

and is a part of the BJP 
manifesto, was also dis-
cussed threadbare at 
the meeting. The prob-
lems arising out of the 
NRC in Assam and oth-
er issues were also dis-
cussed during the meet-
ing, the sources said.

Gandhi is also sched-
uled to meet chief 
ministers of Con-
gress-ruled states of 
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh 
and Puducherry in the 
evening.
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All eyes on Bajrang, vinesh at World Championships
AmANPReet SINGH
Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan), 
Sep 13 (PtI): A reality check 
awaits India’s top wrestlers 
at the World Championships 
where they will chase not only 
glory but also Tokyo Olym-
pics qualification, here from 
Saturday. The run-up to the 
Worlds has been spectacular 
for Bajrang Punia and Vinesh 
Phogat while decent results 
have provided a dose of con-
fidence to a few others like 
Divya Kakran.

Bajrang triumphed at all 
four events he competed this 
season -- Dan Kolov, Asian 
Championship Ali Aliev and 
Yasar Dogu -- and will go into 
the Championships as the 
world number one and top 
seed in 65kg. For Vinesh, the 
season began in a new weight 
category as she moved up to 
53kg from 50kg.

She took some time to 
settle in her new class but 
still made five finals, win-
ning three golds Yasar Dogu, 
Grand Prix of Spain and Po-
land Open. While skill is not 
an issue with Vinesh, holding 
off strong candidates for six 
minutes is a big challenge, she 
herself had admitted recently.

The big-stage competition 
will help her make an assess-
ment on this count as she eyes 
a maiden Worlds medal. A 
last-minute elbow injury had 
forced her to opt-out of the 
Budapest Championships last 

year. No Indian woman has 
ever won a gold at the Worlds 
and Vinesh has it in her to end 
India’s drought. Bajrang has 
been in the form of his life but 
there is a chink in his armour 
the weak leg defence and it 
will surely be tested.

Only Sushil Kumar has 
won a World title in men’s 
freestyle in India’s wrestling 
history and Bajrang would be 
keen to end India’s wait for a 
second medal.

The 25-year-old himself has 
two World Championship med-
als but not a gold. His road though 
is full of challenges with the pres-

ence of Russian Gadzhimurad 
Rashidov and Bahrain’s Haji Mo-
hammed Ali in his category. Two-
time Olympic medallist Sushil 
has been struggling of late and 
is returning to the Worlds after a 
gap of eight years.

He will be watched keen-
ly in the 74kg competition 
as his relevance is being dis-
cussed for some time now. 
He remains bullish about his 
chances and Worlds will pro-
vide an opportunity to test his 
claims. Like Sushil, Rio Olym-
pics bronze medallist Sakshi 
Malik has been struggling on 
the international circuit. She 

has not won a title since her 
triumph at the 2017 Com-
monwealth Championships.

This season, ending run-
ner-up at Dan Kolov has 
been her best show. She 
had stunned reigning world 
champion Petra Olli before 
eventually settling for a silver.

Not being able to handle 
pressure has been her bane 
for long. Staying defensive in 
the final moments of the bout 
has not helped her and she has 
lost a few bouts from advanta-
geous position lot of time. Divya 
Kakran, in contrast, is a bundle 
of energy and remains relent-

less throughout her bouts. She 
has won two gold and as many 
bronze medals this season and 
looks hungry for more.

Pooja Dhanda, who be-
came only the fourth Indian 
woman to win a medal at the 
Worlds last year, could not 
book a berth in 57kg, which is 
an Olympic category but will 
fight for her second medal 
in 59kg. It will be interesting 
to see how Sarita Mor, who 
shocked Pooja in trials, fares.

Among other men’s free-
style grapplers, Deepak Punia 
is capable of springing a sur-
prise. He is heading into the 

Championships after becom-
ing India’s first junior World 
champion in 18 years.

He outplayed his seniors 
during the trials. This is a per-
fect opportunity for him to 
announce his arrival on the 
senior circuit. Gurpreet Singh 
(77kg) and Harpreet Singh 
(82kg) will be India’s best bet 
in Greco-Roman style. Howev-
er, India’s national Greco Ro-
man Coach Hargobind Singh 
says a lot would depend on 
draw and a bit of luck.

The championship is offer-
ing six Olympic quotas in six 
categories in all three styles.
SquAd:

(Men’s Freestyle): Ravi 
Kumar (57kg), Rahul Aware 
(61kg), Bajrang Punia (65kg), 
Karan (70kg), Sushil Kumar 
(74kg), Jitender (79kg), Deep-
ak Punia (86kg), Parveen 
(92kg), Mausam Khatri (97kg) 
and Sumit Malik (125kg).

(Men’s Greco-Roman): 
Manjeet (55kg), Manish 
(60kg), Sagar (63kg), Man-
ish (67kg), Yogesh (72kg), 
Gurpreet Singh (77kg), Har-
preet Singh (82kg), Sunil Ku-
mar (87kg), Ravi (97kg) and 
Naveen (130kg).

(Women’s Freestyle): See-
ma (50kg), Vinesh Phogat 
(53kg), Lalita (55kg), Sarita 
(57-kg), Pooja Dhanda (59-
kg), Sakshi Malik (62kg), Nav-
jot Kaur (65kg), Divya Kakran 
(68kg), Komal Bhagwan Gole 
(72kg) and Kiran (76kg).

Always wanted 
to make a mark 
in Test cricket: 
Bumrah

Cold comfort: Tokyo 
2020 tests fake snow 

to beat the heat

Pant phenomenal talent but gets 
too ahead of himself: Klusener

Top doctor sounds alarm over heatstroke at Tokyo 2020
tokyo, Sep 13 (AfP): One of Japan’s top 
doctors has slammed the decision to hold 
the Olympics at the height of Tokyo’s baking 
summer, warning that heatstroke will be the 
“biggest risk” during the Games.

In an interview with AFP, Kimiyuki Na-
gashima, executive board member of the 
Japan Medical Association, also sounded 
the alarm that the Olympics will stretch the 
country’s doctors at a time when local fami-
lies are most at risk from the heat.

And it’s not just the heat: Nagashima cau-
tioned against the risk of communicable dis-
eases as people fly in from around the world 
and gather en masse. Measles is thought to 
be a particular risk as many Japanese are 
not adequately vaccinated as children.

“My personal opinion as an individual 
is that sporting events should be held in a 
comfortable environment. I don’t think it is 
agreeable to hold it at an inappropriate peri-
od at an inappropriate location due to busi-
ness and economic concerns,” he said.

The sweaty Tokyo summer is “generally 
speaking not a suitable place” for outdoor 
sports and for their spectators, added the 
doctor, an orthopaedic surgeon who over-

sees the association’s sports medicine 
activities. In the city’s bidding document 
to win the Games, Tokyo said the competi-
tion period between July 24 and August 9, 
followed by Paralympic Games, “provides 
an ideal climate for athletes to perform at 
their best” with “many days of mild and 
sunny weather.”

However, last summer, nearly 93,000 
people sought emergency care across Japan, 
with 159 of them dying. Most of these cas-
es took place during the time the summer 
Olympics will take place.

“From the start, we have seen heat-
stroke as the biggest risk factor for the To-
kyo 2020 Olympics as far as health goes,” 
Nagashima said.
HumIdIty ‘eXtRemeLy HIGH’

The 1964 Tokyo Olympics were held in 
October to avoid the heat of the summer 
and the issue has quickly become the major 
headache for organisers, who have other-
wise won praise for their preparations.

Organisers have brought forward the 
start time for several events including the 
marathon and rolled out a variety of an-
ti-heat measures including artificial snow.

However, recent test events did little to 
cool fears, with a French triathlete treated 
for heatstroke and several spectators taken 
ill at a rowing trial.

Many test events took place under 
conditions regarded as “dangerous” for 
exercise, according to the internationally 
accepted WBGT index that measures heat 
and humidity.

Nagashima said he had urged organisers 
to think beyond the Games and be “fully con-
siderate” that medical emergencies during 
the competition will divert resources away 
from locals at a critical time.

“Japan’s heat is not just about the high 
temperature. Humidity is extremely high... 
This means a higher risk of getting sick than 
in other countries,” he said.

But given that Japan is determined to 
host the event, the nation must prepare it-
self and offer visitors advice to stay healthy, 
the doctor said.

“There are steps you can take to avoid 
heatstroke. Please learn about heatstroke. 
Take preventative measures. Then please 
come to Japan and enjoy the Olympics in 
comfort,” he said.

Kushan Sarkar
dharamsala, Sep 13 
(PtI): Former South Af-
rica all-rounder Lance 
Klusener feels that a 
phenomenal talent like 
Rishabh Pant will do 
well to learn from oth-
ers’ mistakes rather than 
make his own in a bid to 
become more consistent 
for India in near future.

An average of 22.90 
in ODIs and 21.57 in 
T20s doesn’t do justice 
to the kind of talent the 
flamboyant left-hander 
possesses and his im-
petuous shot selection 
is an indication that he 
is getting ahead of him-
self, feels the 48-year-old 
Klusener.

“It would hard for 
me to pinpoint but with 
a phenomenal talent like 
that, one always tends to 
get a bit ahead of him-
self,” Klusener, who is 
currently in India as the 
white ball batting coach 
of the South African 
team, told PTI during an 
interaction.

Klusener has seen a 
bit of Pant when he was 

roped in as Delhi senior 
team’s white ball consul-
tant last year.

“He needs to give 
himself time to get in and 
that bit of time will allow 
him to showcase his tal-
ent,” said Klusener, who 
played 49 Tests and 171 
ODIs for the Proteas.

While people believe 
that a player learns 
most from his own mis-
takes, Klusener has a 
different take on the 
matter. He believes it is 
more beneficial if the 
player manages to learn 
from others’ follies.

“What gets you ahead 
in international cricket 

is learning from others’ 
mistakes rather than 
making your own mis-
takes along the way and 
learning,” he said.

“I will tell you why. 
You can learn from your 
own mistakes but it will 
take a lot more time to re-
alise, correct and become 
a better player using that 
process. If you look at 
mistakes others are mak-
ing, you will learn quick-
ly and thus improve fast,” 
said Klusener.

The 1999 World 
Cup’s Player of the Tour-
nament also believes that 
it would be great if Pant 
can soak in advice from 

all the great seniors in 
the Indian set-up.

“It’s wonderful to 
have the talent like Rish-
abh in the twilight years 
of MS Dhoni’s career. 
From an Indian point of 
view, maybe they should 
try and get him to con-
tribute more.

“He has some won-
derful coaches and play-
ers around him so take 
their advice but at the 
same time don’t curb 
your natural talent,” ad-
vised Klusener.

He, along with 
Jacques Kallis and En-
gland’s Andrew Flintoff, 
belonged to a genera-

tion of pure all-rounders 
(pace bowling) with Ben 
Stokes carrying the ba-
ton among the current 
crop of players.

“We were possibly 
(that last batch of pure 
all-rounders),” he agreed.

He believes that skill 
level has been impacted 
because players are play-
ing more T20s than Test 
cricket now.

“This has happened 
because of their focus 
on white ball cricket or 
T20 cricket. Well, fairly 
decent bowlers can get 
away in T20 cricket.

“I think in the past, 
when the focus was more 
on Test cricket, you had 
to bowl 15-overs-a-day. 
The more you bowled or 
longer you batted, you 
got better at it naturally,” 
he said.

While Klusener will 
go back after the three 
T20 Internationals 
against India, he is very 
keen on coming back as 
Delhi team’s white ball 
consultant during the 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 
starting on November 9.  

tokyo, Sep 13 (AfP): 
Tokyo 2020 organisers 
blasted volunteers with 
fake snow on Friday as 
they trial ever more ex-
treme ways to beat the 
heat ahead of the Games.

But instead of light 
fluffy snowflakes, the 
crowd, consisting mainly 
of Tokyo 2020 staff, was 
pelted with fairly coarse 
shards of shaved ice at 
the canoeing test event.

And ironically, after 
several weeks of almost 
unbroken heat and hu-
midity, Friday saw tem-
peratures in the Japanese 
capital drop sharply -- no 
doubt a relief to millions 
of Tokyo commuters 
and players training for 
the forthcoming Rugby 
World Cup.

“We are trying every-
thing possible to ease 
heat risks,” said Taka 
Okamura, from the 2020 
organising committee.

“This is not meant 
to cool the entire atmo-
sphere but have specta-
tors feel refreshed when 
the flakes of ice touch 
them,” added Okamura, 
who acknowledged that 
the system needed some 
refinement.

One problem became 
immediately apparent 
after the volunteers were 
doused in 300 kilograms 
(650 pounds) of snow 
in a matter of minutes: 
the “spectators” were 
quickly soaked through 
and the floor became 
slippery -- resulting in 
one journalist taking a 
tumble. Okamura played 

down any environmen-
tal risks from the system 
-- such as CO2 emissions 
from the machine -- and 
declined to reveal its 
cost. Tokyo 2020 officials 
have admitted in the past 
that anti-heat measures 
will swell the budget for 
the Games.

Tokyo 2020 organ-
isers have largely won 
praise for their prepara-
tions for the Games. With 
the construction work 
on track, IOC President 
Thomas Bach has said 
Tokyo is the best-pre-
pared host ever with less 
than a year to go until the 
opening ceremony.

But the sweltering 
Tokyo heat has already 
proved a headache and 
there are fears for ath-
letes, volunteers and 
spectators if conditions 
in recent summers are 
repeated at Games time.

Test events in August 
did little to allay those 
fears, with a French tri-
athlete taken to hospital 
with suspected heat-
stroke, complaints about 
the water temperature 
for marathon swimming, 
and people taken ill at a 
rowing trial.

One member of the 
French parathletics team 
attending Friday’s event 
pointed to another po-
tential problem of the 
fake snow hose.

“When the wind is 
blowing in the wrong di-
rection pushing the snow 
out of the stands, I’m not 
sure it is going to be that 
efficient,” he said.

mumbai, Sep 13 (PtI): 
Branded a limited-overs 
specialist at the begin-
ning of his career, Indian 
pace spearhead Jasprit 
Bumrah on Friday said 
it was nothing short of a 
dream come true when 
he made the Test side 
as success in the longest 
format is what he has al-
ways craved for.

Bumrah is just 12 
Tests old and already has 
62 wickets to his credit.

“For me, Test cricket 
was very important and 
I always wanted to play 
Test cricket and didn’t 
want to be a cricketer 
who has played (only) 
T20s and ODIs. I gave a 
lot of importance to Test 
cricket...I always wanted 
to make a mark in Test 
cricket,” Bumrah said at a 
promotional event here.

“I had the belief that 
I have done well in first-
class cricket, then I could 
replicate that in Test 
matches. The journey has 
just started, just played 
12 Tests...when I made 
my Test debut in South 
Africa after playing two 
years of international 
cricket, it was a dream 
come true (moment).

“Being there playing 
in the white jersey was 
a great feeling and then 
slowly contributing to 
team success gave me 
satisfaction,” the pacer, 
who became the third In-
dian to pick a hat-trick in 
Test cricket said.

Bumrah, who has 
picked up 62 wickets 
from 12 Tests so far, was 
speaking after being 
signed as the brand am-
bassador of Royal Stag.

The pacer uses the 
outswinger very well 
and according to him 
playing in England gave 
him confidence to exe-
cute the skill.

Asked about his away 
going ball, Bumrah said, 
“Not mastering it but I al-
ways had the out-swing-
er and not used it, but 
playing in England gave 
me a lot of confidence, 
the duke ball swings for 
a long time and that gave 
me a lot of confidence.

“I became more and 
more confident as I 
played more and more 
Test matches and be-
cause of that I was able to 
execute in Test matches.
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China to 
exempt US 
pork and 
soybeans from 
added tariffs: 
state media
Beijing, Sep 13 (AfP): 
China said Friday that 
some US agricultural 
products including pork 
and soybeans will be 
exempt from added tar-
iffs, ahead of trade talks 
between Beijing and 
Washington scheduled 
for October. “The Cus-
toms Tariff Commission 
of the State Council will 
exclude some agricultur-
al products such as soy-
beans and pork from the 
additional tariffs on US 
goods,” China’s state news 
agency Xinhua reported, 
citing sources. The an-
nouncement is the latest 
in a series of appeasement 
measures between the 
world’s two biggest econ-
omies, who for the past 
year have been locked in a 
bitter trade war resulting 
in tit-for-tat tariffs on hun-
dreds of billions of dollars 
in bilateral trade.

It comes after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump on 
Wednesday said he would 
postpone an October 15 
tariff increase on Chinese 
products representing 
250 billion in annual im-
ports. On the same day, 
China said it would tem-
porarily exempt 16 cate-
gories of American prod-
ucts from additional tar-
iffs implemented over the 
past months.

Trump has repeat-
edly accused Beijing of 
backtracking on promis-
es to increase US agricul-
tural purchases to reduce 
America’s huge trade deficit 
with China. US farmers -- an 
important electoral base 
for Trump in the 2020 US 
presidential election -- have 
been among the hardest 
hit by the commercial 
standoff. Negotiators 
from both countries are 
due to meet in early Oc-
tober in Washington.

Google agrees nearly 1 bn euro 
tax settlement with france

Paris, Sep 13 (AfP): US 
internet giant Google has 
agreed a settlement to-
talling 965 million euros 
(USD 1.07 billion) to end 
a tax dispute in France 
under an agreement an-
nounced in court.

The company will pay 
a 500-million-euro fine 
for tax evasion, as well as 
a further 465 million eu-
ros to settle claims with 
French tax authorities.

In a statement, Goo-
gle confirmed the settle-
ment and hailed the fact 
it had put an end to fiscal 
differences that it had 
had with France for nu-
merous years.

The settlement on 
Thursday follows similar 
out-of-court agreements 
reached by Google in It-
aly and Britain in recent 
years, though the French 
agreement is much larger 
than the previous ones.

Google said it now 
wanted to see a coor-
dinated reform for a 
clear international tax-
ation framework.

French Justice Minis-
ter Nicole Belloubet and 
Budget Minister Gerald 
Darmanin welcomed the 
“definitive settling” of all 
the contentious issues, 
adding in a statement 
that it was the result 
of two years of intense 
work by the French au-
thorities. “This outcome 

is good news for the 
public finances and fiscal 
fairness in France,” their 
statement said.

Belloubet said the 
settlement showed that 
the French authorities 
have the tools to ensure 
an equitable tax system.

“It is a historic settle-
ment both for our public 
finances and because 
it marks the end of an 
era,” Darmanin said. “By 
normalising Google’s 
situation in France, (the 
settlement) responds to 
our citizens’ demands for 
fiscal fairness,” he said.

The settlement 
comes as France and its 
European allies seek to 
find common ground 
with the United States in 
a long-running dispute 

over the taxation of dig-
ital giants. Google, like 
several other big Ameri-
can tech companies, has 
its European headquar-
ters in Ireland, where the 
government has set the 
corporate tax rate at just 
12.5 per cent in a bid to 
attract big companies.

But leading EU states 
like France argue that 
this is allowing tech gi-
ants to avoid paying suf-
ficient taxes on the huge 
profits and sales they ac-
crue in big countries out-
side where the tech gi-
ants are headquartered.

The French parlia-
ment in July passed a 
law taxing digital giants 
on their French opera-
tions, drawing an angry 
response from US Presi-

dent Donald Trump and 
threats of retaliation.

The British govern-
ment is now planning a 
similar move, at a time 
when it also hopes to 
build on its relationship 
with Washington as it ex-
its the European Union.

But French President 
Emmanuel Macron said 
alongside Trump at the 
G7 summit in August that 
leaders had reached an 
agreement on the taxation 
of tech giants, though the 
precise details remain to 
be worked out.

Macron has said it will 
scrap its digital tax once 
a new international levy 
being discussed among 
the 134 OECD countries 
is in place, which Paris 
hopes will happen next 

year.Pascal Saint-Amans, 
who is leading the ne-
gotiations as head of tax 
policy at the OECD, said 
after the G7 that progress 
is being made but several 
key issues still need to be 
hammered out.

The Google investiga-
tion in France was first 
opened by anti-fraud 
prosecutors in 2015 and 
was followed by searches 
at its Paris headquarters 
in 2016, an operation 
codenamed “Tulip” that 
mobilised a hundred po-
lice and experts.

In 2016, Google paid 
USD 160,000 in a set-
tlement with the British 
authorities and in 2017 
agreed to pay 306 mil-
lion euros to settle a tax 
dispute in Italy.

Hong Kong’s Joshua Wong on way to 
Germany, US after brief detention

Pakistan likely to miss Imf’s 
tax refund condition

By SAJJAd HuSSAIN
Islamabad, Sep 13 (PtI): 
Cash-strapped Pakistan 
is set to miss the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund’s 
condition to refund Rs 
75 billion to taxpayers in 
the first quarter despite 
an incentive by the glob-
al lender, a media report 
said on Friday.

The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
had offered to soften the 
tough primary budget 
deficit reduction target 
if the country performs 
better in tax refunds.

Under the USD 6 bil-
lion IMF loan deal, Paki-
stan is required to reduce 
the primary budget defi-
cit, calculated by exclud-
ing interest payments, to 
Rs 276 billion in the cur-
rent fiscal year 2019-20 
from last year’s level of 
Rs 1.350 trillion, The Ex-
press Tribune reported.

According to the IMF, 
the first quarter’s prima-
ry budget deficit target is 
Rs 102 billion, which can 
be relaxed to an extent 
if the government pays 
more than Rs 75 billion 
in tax arrears.

Against the quar-
terly target of reducing 
the tax arrears by Rs 75 
billion, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan-led govern-
ment has so far cleared 
Rs 22 billion of the ar-
rears, which are only 30 
per cent of the targeted 
amount, according to fig-
ures released by the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue 
(FBR) this week.

If the government 
released the remaining 
Rs 53 billion, it would 
adversely hit the chal-
lenging quarterly reve-
nue target of Rs 1.071 
trillion, also given by 
the IMF. The FBR has set 
Rs 1.111 trillion target 
for the July-September 
quarter, the report said, 
quoting sources.

The key reason be-
hind the low disburse-
ment of tax refunds was a 
highly ambitious annual 
revenue collection target 
of Rs 5.5 trillion.

Despite setting a 
relatively low target of 
Rs 644 billion, the FBR 
could collect only Rs 580 
billion in July and August, 
missing the two-month 
goal by Rs 64 billion.

Sources said the 
FBR’s plan was to release 
a certain amount of re-
funds through promisso-
ry notes that it issued at a 
fixed rate of 10 per cent.

They said the prom-
issory notes could not 
be issued at a faster pace 
due to the banks’ reluc-
tance to accept these 
notes as collateral.

The State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) was also 
unwilling to treat these 
notes as part of the stat-
utory liquidity ratio of 
banks, the report said.

The SBP’s view was 
that these notes could 
not be treated as a debt 
due to certain legal ob-
stacles, according to the 
FBR sources.

Both the targets of 
enhancing revenues and 
clearing refunds were 
contradictory in nature 
for the FBR, which has 

shown inflated collec-
tions on many occasions 
by blocking refunds.

According to the re-
port, Adviser to Prime 
Minister on Finance Ab-
dul Hafeez Shaikh held 
meetings with FBR offi-
cials aimed at knowing 
the status of tax refunds 
and the possibility of col-
lecting Rs 5.5 trillion.

The initial assess-
ment was that there was 
no possibility of collect-
ing more than Rs 4.8 
trillion in the given eco-
nomic conditions, said 
the sources.

FBR’s Member Inland 
Revenue Policy Hamid 
Atiq Sarwar told the Na-
tional Assembly Standing 
Committee on Finance 
last week that the FBR 
may collect Rs 4.8 trillion 
to Rs 5.2 trillion in taxes.

“Total outstanding 
refunds stand at over Rs 
500 billion,” a top FBR 
official told the daily a 
few days ago.

The figure has been 
compiled on the basis 
of individual reports 
received from all field 
formations.

However, the FBR had 
not shared the Rs 500 
billion arrears with the 
IMF. It has shared only 
the processed refunds, 

which have also not yet 
been finalised, the re-
port said. In the upcom-
ing review of the IMF 
programme, Pakistan 
and the IMF will again 
discuss the refund pay-
ment target as the gov-
ernment’s understand-
ing is that the current 
year’s refund payments 
should only be accord-
ing to the current year’s 
flow of refunds.

But the IMF indica-
tive target required the 
government to return Rs 
75 billion to the taxpay-
ers in the first quarter 
and then Rs 57.5 billion 
in each of the remaining 
three quarters.

The IMF staff-level re-
port has shown that the 
global lender has linked 
the refund payments 
with the primary budget 
deficit target.

If the government re-
leases more than Rs 75 
billion in refunds be-
fore September 30, the 
primary budget deficit 
target of Rs 102 billion 
will be relaxed by the 
same amount.

However, it seems the 
government has missed 
the opportunity of pro-
viding relief to the indus-
trialists by not taking ad-
vantage of this incentive.

Trump vows to protect 2nd 
Amendment after gun briefing
Washington, Sep 13 (AP): 
President Donald Trump 
pledged Thursday to pro-
tect the Second Amend-
ment, hours after hud-
dling with top advisers to 
discuss gun control mea-
sures he might be willing 
to publicly stand behind.

Speaking to reporters 
before flying to Balti-
more for a Republican 
retreat, Trump insisted 
“a lot of progress” had 
been made on back-
ground checks “and var-
ious things having to do 
with guns” during Thurs-
day’s discussion.

But he also made 
clear that he’s weary 
of angering gun propo-
nents, suggesting Demo-
crats’ push for new gun 
control measures follow-
ing a summer of mass 
shootings might be noth-
ing more than “a ploy.”

“There’s a possibil-
ity that this is just a 
ploy to take your guns 
away,” he said.

He added later in 
Baltimore, “Democrats 
want to confiscate guns 
from law-abiding Amer-
icans so they’re totally 
defenseless when some-
body walks into their 
house with a gun.”

No Democratic can-
didates have proposed 
stripping all guns from 
Americans, though for-
mer Texas Congress-
man Beto O’Rourke said 
during Thursday night’s 
Democratic debate that 
he supports a mandatory 
buyback program for as-
sault-type weapons like 

the AK-47. Trump’s com-
ments came after he was 
briefed Thursday on a list 
of potential gun control 
measures that his aides, 
members of Congress 
and Capitol Hill staffers 
have been discussing 
and that there appears 
to be broad internal 
agreement on.

That includes going 
after fraudulent buyers, 
taking measures to no-
tify state and local law 
enforcement when a po-
tential buyer fails a back-
ground check, issuing 
state-level emergency 
risk protection orders, 
boosting mental health 
assistance and expedit-
ing executions for those 
found guilty of commit-
ting mass shootings.

While the president 
has waffled publicly on 
expanded background 
checks, he directed his 

staff to continue to work 
with lawmakers includ-
ing Republican Sen. Pat 
Toomey of Pennsylvania 
and Democratic Sens.

Chris Murphy of Con-
necticut and Joe Manchin 
of West Virginia to try to 
hash out an agreement 
he can support, accord-
ing to a senior adminis-
tration official who spoke 
on condition of anonymi-
ty to discuss closed-door 
conversations.

A formal announce-
ment on the president’s 
plan is expected as soon 
as next week.

Kellyanne Conway, 
a counselor to the pres-
ident, told reporters 
Thursday morning that 
the White House’s legis-
lative and policy teams 
had been working for 
“seven straight weeks on 
the possibilities.” “Things 
are happening,” she said.

Hong Kong, Sept 9 (AfP): 
Hong Kong democracy 
activist Joshua Wong 
was making his way to 
Germany on Monday 
after he was released 
from a brief spell in cus-
tody following a mistake 
in his bail conditions, his 
party confirmed.

Wong, 22, was among 
multiple prominent de-
mocracy advocates who 
were detained late last 
month in a roundup by 
police as the semi-au-
tonomous city reels from 
more than three months 
of unprecedented 
pro-democracy protests.

He was accused of 
“inciting others to take 
part in unauthorised 
assembly” among oth-
er charges and later re-
leased on bail.

On Sunday, he said 
he was detained at Hong 
Kong airport for “breach-
ing bail conditions” after 
returning from Taiwan 

and as he then tried to 
make another overseas 
trip to Germany. He also 
planned to travel to the 
United States after.

But he was released 
by a court on Monday after 
it emerged the detention 
was a procedural error and 
that his bail requirements 
allowed him to take any 
overseas trips that had 
been arranged before his 
arrest, local news station 
RTHK reported.

“Joshua Wong is on 
his way to Germany to-
day and will be allowed 

to the US as scheduled,” 
a spokeswoman for his 
party Demosisto told 
AFP, adding that he will 
be overseas until late 
September. Wong began 
his career as an activist 
when he was just 12 years 
old and later became the 
poster child of the huge 
pro-democracy “Umbrella

Movement” protests 
of 2014 that failed to 
win any concessions 
from Beijing. He has 
previously been jailed 
for his involvement in 
those protests.
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STREET STYLE!  The British, Dua Lipa singer is 
spotted out for lunch with a friend in New York City. 
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Aries: The stage is being set for your relation-
ship to move to the next level. You are building 
a stronger foundation and experiencing a deeper 
sense of commitment. This is the love you’ve 
been hoping and praying for, Aries. Send a prayer 
of gratitude into the cosmos. Remember, interde-
pendence is a gift. Continue to give each other 
space to grow and become better human beings.
Tip: You are experiencing a deep sense of com-
mitment.
TAurus: It’s not always about calling each 
other every day or making grand declarations 
on social media. It’s about showing up when it 
matters. The Universe is reminding you of who 
your real people are, Taurus. Reach out when you 
need a sounding board. Let vulnerability be your 
strength. Coupled bulls will find that they are 
blessed with a supportive partner, one who is re-
ceptive to both their needs and wants. What have 
you been shying away from expressing? Open 
your heart and let the words flow.
Tip: Express your emotional needs.
Gemini: What if forever is a myth? Embrace 
the romance you’re being offered at the moment. 
Allow yourself to experience what it is like to be 
in the throes of passion. You only live once, Gem-

ini. Coupled twins, this is a time of renewed pas-
sion. Give yourself permission to have fun and 
experiment. Meeting each other as strangers is a 
good place to start.
Tip: It’s getting hot in here.
CAnCer: But what about love, compassion 
and empathy? Cancer, you’re learning to keep 
your judgements aside and meet people where 
they are. Hold space for real conversations. A 
space where people can take off their masks and 
be their most authentic selves. Learning to be 
unconditional in your love promises to transform 
the most challenging relationships. Is there a cer-
tain somebody who has been on your mind all 
day long? A kind word from you could turn their 
day around.
Tip: Embrace the qualities of love, compassion 
and empathy.
Leo: Mental health is as important as the phys-
ical, Leo. Nightmares, mood swings and anxiety 
are all symptoms of the emotional unrest you 
are going through. Bring to light your deepest, 
darkest desires. Ask yourself the questions you 
have been afraid to find the answers to. You 
deserve the truth. Remember, this is not the time 
to rush into anything. Take things slow and easy 

until you find your balance.
Tip: Make your mental health a priority.
VirGo: This is a time of financial security and 
stability. The Universe is taking care of both your 
needs and wants. So be grateful for the blessings 
knocking at your door. Remind yourself that 
you deserve to live a life that’s lush inside out. 
Spending time with the family and extended fam-
ily may also be on the cards for some. Coupled 
Virgos thinking about taking the next big step, 
the time is now. The future looks more promising 
than you can imagine with your limited human 
perception.
Tip: You deserve to live a life that’s lush and 
abundant in every way.
LibrA: The cup hath runneth over, Libra. This 
is a time of joy and celebration, of connecting 
with your tribe and being in the company of 
those who make you feel seen and heard. ‘Lucky 
in love’ promises to be your mantra, especially 
if you’ve been a founding member of the Single 
Ladies Club. This is no ordinary love. Open your 
heart and prepare to connect on a deeper level.
Tip: Did somebody say new love?
sCorpio: You don’t have all the facts and 
figures in front of you, and that’s okay. Trust the 

truth will eventually come to light. For now, slow 
down. There is no rush to get anywhere. Take this 
time to connect with yourself. To reconnect with 
your inner guidance. Being around people who 
make you feel like home is sure to bring back that 
lost sense of optimism.
Tip: The truth will be revealed.
sAGiTTArius: Sexual healing is on the 
cards, Sagittarius. Let go of the guilt and shame 
you grew up. Allow yourself to get in touch with 
your primal side. What you will discover in the 
process: your inner she-wolf is but insatiable. In-
stead of blaming people and circumstances, take 
responsibility for the life you are creating. How 
and where would you like to experience more 
freedom? The reins are exactly where they are 
supposed to be.
Tip: Your primal side is calling for your attention.
CApriCorn: What is it like to be unloved and 
unsupported? It’s a good thing you’ll never have 
to find out, Capricorn. The masculine warriors in 
your life are stepping up their game and doing 
what they can to make you feel protected. In the 
realm of love and romance, you are experiencing 
a solid commitment. There’s a good chance your 
partner is prioritising work at this time. Instead 

of letting your triggers get the better of you, try 
to understand where they are coming from. Your 
relationship will grow from strength to strength 
once you learn to support each other’s dreams.
Tip: You are understanding the true meaning of 
commitment.
AquArius: It’s easy to be truly, deeply and 
madly in love when everything is picture perfect. 
The true test of compatibility? How you survive 
the stormy weather. Continue to be a pillar of 
strength for each other, Aquarius. What you need 
to keep in mind: you may not experience the 
same level of understanding with everyone. Keep 
your ego out of the interactions that trigger you. 
Grounding yourself daily will help you act from 
a place of higher wisdom.
Tip: Continue to be a pillar of strength for each 
other in these testing times.
pisCes: The ebb is inevitably followed by the 
flow. Such is the cycle of life, Pisces. You may feel 
like your world is rife with pain and heartache. Trust 
that this phase is but temporary. Don’t hold back the 
tears, wild one. Give yourself permission to grieve. 
f an old love is keeping you from moving forward, 
know that you’ve only got yourself to blame.
Tip: Cleanse and purge.

‘Game of Thrones’ prequel series 
about Targaryen clan in works at hbo

if Tiger hadn’t done ‘war’, i may have 
scrapped the film: siddharth anand

It was intimidating directing 
Farhan, says Shonali Bose

Jordan Peele to be honoured 
with BAFTA’s Britannia 
award for directing
Los Angeles, Sep 13 (PtI): Filmmak-
er Jordan Peele will receive the John 
Schlessinger Britannia Award for excel-
lence in directing.

BAFTA Los Angeles, a branch of the 
British Academy of Film and Television 
Arts, will honour the writer-director, 
behind films such as the Oscar-nomi-
nated “Get Out” and “Us”, for his social-
ly relevant contribution in the horror 
genre. BAFTA LA CEO Chantal Rickards 
said it is an honour for the academy to 
celebrate Peele’s talents at this year’s 
ceremony. “Jordan Peele has earned 
record-breaking success and critical ac-
claim through work that pushes bound-
aries and shines a light on stories of im-
portant social relevance.

“His imaginative storylines, inclu-
sive casting, and bold style evokes John 
Schlesinger’s spirit of independence, in-
tegrity and commitment to excellence,” 
Rickards said in a statement.

The filmmaker joins the list of previ-
ous recipients such as Steve McQueen, 
Ava DuVernay, Ang Lee, Sam Mendes, 
Mike Newell, Danny Boyle, Christopher 
Nolan, David Yates, Quentin Tarantino, 
and Kathryn Bigelow.

As previously announced, Jane 
Fonda will receive the Stanley Kubrick 
Britannia Award for excellence in film, 
Jackie Chan will be honoured with the 
Albert R Broccoli Britannia Award for 
worldwide contribution to entertain-
ment and Steve Coogan will be be-
stowed with the Charlie Chaplin Britan-
nia Award for excellence in comedy. 

mumbai, Sep 12 (PtI): Siddharth Anand 
says despite having Bollywood star 
Hrithik Roshan on board in his upcom-
ing action drama “War”, he would not 
have moved ahead with the project had 
Tiger Shroff said no to the film.

“War” chronicles the story of an 
Indian soldier, Khalid (Tiger), who is 
assigned to eliminate a senior agent 
and his mentor Kabir (Hrithik) as he 
has gone rogue. Siddharth, 
who worked with Hrithik for 
their 2014 action film “Bang 
Bang!”, said he wrote the two 
lead parts keeping in mind 
the two actors. “The first 
choice was Hrithik because 
we share a great equation. 
Post ‘Bang Bang!’, I’ve been 
writing something for him. 
Fortunately for me, he loved 
the script. I knew, if Hrithik 
is in the film, the protege can 
be no one else but Tiger,” Sid-
dharth told PTI.

“If Tiger hadn’t done the 
film, it would be tough for me 
to make this film. I may have 
just scrapped the idea to re-
write something else. There 
is nobody who could replace 
Tiger in the film,” he added.

Siddharth said the idea of 
“War” came to him post “Bang Bang!” 
when he was travelling. He picked up a 
habit which he didn’t have earlier: read-
ing books.

“During 2015-2016, I travelled a lot 
and was intrigued by the genre of spy 
thrillers and I picked up a lot of books of 
top novelists. The idea of the film came 
from there. It opened my imagination to 
conflicts, characterisation, drama and 
plot points. The film’s screenplay, writ-

ten by Siddharth and Shridhar Ragha-
van, was a tough one to crack, he said.

“The challenge was to showcase ele-
ments which don’t give a feeling of deja 
vu. It’s important for a thriller because 
you just have that many plot points 
left. We knew we have the top stars of 
the country, great visuals and songs. So 
what mattered was what’s on paper.”

“War” is touted as one of the biggest 

action films of recent times in Bolly-
wood and Siddharth said when he sat 
down to visualise the set pieces, he real-
ised the job cannot be done by only one 
action director.

“It was important to identify key 
action sequences and bring in different 
action directors and make it their re-
sponsibility. We brought in four action 
directors and gave them four set pieces.

“So they could push themselves 

and bring in their take. Which was also 
kind of competitive because they knew 
someone else is doing the other job. 
That worked out very well for the film.”

“War” has been shot in Portugal, It-
aly, Sweden, Finland and the director 
said it was of prime importance for him 
to make the set pieces and locations 
distinct from popular Hollywood action 
films. “In action, you’ve only that many 

things you can do. There’s a bike, car 
and plane chase. So the setting matters 
the most because you’ve seen all of this 
in films. So we set the bike chase in a 
mountain, so that there’s a thrust for 
speed. “We had a car chase in the Arctic, 
on ice. So it was a challenge from a visu-
al spectacle bit. I’m a very visual direc-
tor, the locations become a character in 
my films. We had to find these locations 
and make them unique.” 

By SAIBAL CHAtteRJee
mumbai, Sep 13 (PtI): Mumbai-based 
filmmaker Shonali Bose’s third directo-
rial venture, “The Sky Is Pink”, starring 
Priyanka Chopra, Farhan Akhtar and 
Zaira Wasim, is set to premiere at the 
44th Toronto International Film Festival 
(TIFF) on Friday.

In an exclusive interview, the direc-
tor, whose first two films, “Amu” and 
“Margarita With a Straw”, also screened 
in TIFF, spoke about the experience of 
working with two major Bollywood 
stars in a restrained, sensitive true story 
about the loss of a teenage child and the 
impact of the tragedy on her parents.

“It was initially a bit intimidating to 
work with Farhan and Priyanka,” says 
Bose. “For one, Farhan is a director I per-
sonally admire. Moreover, he is someone 
who has directed Priyanka in a film. I felt 
conscious, but the two actors surren-
dered completely and trusted me. That 
made my job easy.”

“The Sky Is Pink” is about a 25-year 
relationship between a real-life cou-
ple, Aditi and Niren Chaudhary, whose 
19-year-old daughter, Aisha, died of 
pulmonary fibrosis contracted as a re-
sult of chemotherapy done for Severe 
Combined Immune Deficiency (SCID). 
Aisha, who wrote poetry and painted in 
the last five years of her life as life grad-
ually ebbed out of her, saw the trailer of 
“Margarita With a Straw” 30 to 40 times.

“She said she hoped that she would 
live to see the film but she died before 
the film was released,” Bose says. Her 

parents saw the film. Six months later, 
they approached Bose to make a film 
about the life and death of their daugh-
ter seen from the viewpoint of the par-
ents. The film’s narration is done by Ai-
sha, played by Zaira Wasim, who brings 
her perspective to the story in the form 
of a character spirit who lets the audi-
ence into her life. “This narrative device 
came to us at the stage of the first draft 
itself,” says Bose, who conducted a work-
shop to get Priyanka ready for the role of 
the mother. “She is a very hard-working 
actress and gave the role her all.”

The film, says Bose, was made possi-
ble by the fact that the parents of Aisha 
shared their story without any restraint. 
“Everything in the film is real. I did not 
make up anything,” she adds. The film’s 
TIFF cut, Bose reveals, is slightly short-
er than the version that is set to release 
commercially on October 11.

The film that will hit the theatres in 
India will have a longer version of a song 
composed by music director by Pritam 
with lyrics by Gulzar. “The Sky Is Pink” 
has been produced by Ronnie Screwva-
la and Siddharth Roy Kapoor, both of 
whom will be present at the film’s world 
premiere alongside Farhan, Priyanka 
and the director. The producer of Bose’s 
“Amu” released only three prints of the 
film. “I paid for two additional prints,” 
recalls the director.

“Margarita With a Straw” had a 
300-print release. “A thousand prints of 
‘The Sky Is Pink’ will be in the theatres,” 
reveals Bose.

Los Angeles, Sep 13 (PtI): HBO is moving 
ahead with yet another prequel show to its 
smash-hit series “Game of Thrones”.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, the 
network is nearing a pilot commitment for a 
prequel series based on Geroge RR Martin’s 
“Fire & Blood”, a companion book to the au-
thor’s “Song of Fire 
and Ice” saga.

The pilot of the 
new prequel is set 
300 years before 
the events of the 
flagship series that 
tracks the begin-
nings and the end of 
House Targaryen.

Writer Ryan Con-
dal of “Colony” fame 
will pen the script in 
collaboration with 
Martin.

HBO has not yet officially confirmed the 
prequel.

The network had announced its plan five 
spinoff series of “Game of Thrones”, which 
ended with eighth and final season in May.

Out of the five, HBO is actively work-
ing on the pilot of one prequel, being 

headline by Naomi Watts.
The show is set thousands of years be-

fore the events of “Game of Thrones”. It will 
chronicle the world’s descent from the golden 
Age of Heroes into its darkest hour. From the 
horrifying secrets of Westeros’s history to the 
true origin of the White Walkers, the myster-

ies of the East to the Starks of legend.
Jane Goodman has co-created the se-

ries with Martin. She is also serving as 
showrunner.

The as-yet untitled project, currently in 
post-production, will also feature Josh White-
house, Miranda Richardson, Naomi Ackie, De-
nise Gough, and Jamie Campbell Bower.


