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 www.summittimes.

com 
or find us on 

SoundCloud at 
https://soundcloud.

com/tshering-
eden-506860426/
stray-thoughts-o1
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National Sport Climbing comptt 
arrives in NE via Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
BIkaSh ChETTRI
Namchi: 06 Sept:

The 4th All India Indi-
an Mountaineering 

Foundation (IMF) Lead 
and Speed Sport Climb-
ing Competition started 
today at Indian Hima-
layan Centre for Adven-
ture and Ecotourism (IH-
CAE) located at Chem-
chey, South Sikkim. 

The three-day event, 

scheduled to conclude on 
08 September, was inau-
gurated by Tourism Min-
ister BS Pant. 

Director, IHCAE, Col 
DN Bhutia, in his brief 
welcome note, informed 
that the competition 
has participants from 
all seven zones of the 
country and this nation-
al level competition is 
held in Northeast Zone 
for the first time. 

He further informed 
that around 150 partic-
ipants are in the hunt 
for trophies this time 
around. 

Brigadier MP Yadav, 
the National Chairper-
son, IMF Sport Climbing 
Committee, presented 
an introduction to sports 
climbing, importance of 
artificial walls and var-
ious events being con-
ducted and informed that 

87 countries are already 
practicing sports climb-
ing while our country has 
been performing well at 
competitions of late. 

He mentioned that 
the sport is to be intro-
duced in Olympics 2020. 
In the country, compe-
titions are being held at 
the state, zonal and na-
tional level. 

Mentioning that this 
was the first time that 

the competition was be-
ing held in the Northeast 
zone, he commented that 
the presence of a Minis-
ter for the inauguration 
shows that sports climb-
ing will flourish in Sik-
kim in the days to come.

The competition has 
five climbers from Sik-
kim, of whom two have 
already done well at the 
national and internation-
al level - Ganesh Bhujel 
and Pema Thendup Bhu-
tia, he added.

Meanwhile, AK Bhat-
tacharya, the IMF vice 
president, in his brief 
statement, encouraged 
the young participants 
and said that they should 
dream to represent the 
country at the interna-
tional level. 

The chairman IMF 
Northeast Zone, Kesang 
Damo, expressed grat-
itude towards the offi-
cials at Chemchey for 
their support and to the 
concerned department 
for the initiative and 
thanked The Tourism De-
partment as well. 

Save Longtsok Assoc felicitates 
CM on electoral victory

Mangan, 06 Sept (IPR): 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay]], 
Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly Speaker, Lok 
Sabha MP, Cabinet Minis-
ters, Secretaries and Ad-
visors were felicitated by 
the Save Longtsok Asso-
ciation on Friday for the 
electoral victory of Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha.

The felicitation pro-
gramme was held at Go-
enchen Phenzang Sang-
ha Choling Monastery 
(Phenzang Monastery), 
North Sikkim.

On the occasion, the 
Chief Minister also inau-
gurated a Buddhist Cir-
cuit Building at Phenzang 
Monastery. Thereafter, 
the Chief Minister offered 
prayers at the monastery.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minister 
extended his congratula-
tions to the association 
members, monks and 
public on receiving a new 
Buddhist Circuit House 

at Phensong which will also 
house the growing number 
of monks in the region.

The Chief Minister 
also appreciated the ef-
forts of Save Longstok 
Association members 
who struggled to pre-
serve the sacred grove at 
Kabi-Lungchok. 

The Chief Minister in-
formed that his Govern-
ment has given top prior-
ity to education and the 
MP fund for this financial 
year has been diverted 
towards education.

The Chief Minister also 
stressed that party flags 
should not be displayed at 
religious, community and 
cultural events. 

The Chief Minister 
assured that his Govern-
ment will fulfill all the 
demands placed by the 
public and the SLA in the 
near future. 

Responding to de-
mands placed by the 
public and SLA, he 
shared that North Sikkim 

will become a tourist 
hub which will generate 
substantial revenue for 
the locals. 

He also announced 
that Kabi Senior Sec-
ondary School will get 
Science stream in the fol-
lowing academic year.

Area MLA, Forest 
Minister Karma Loday 
Bhutia, in his short ad-
dress, assured that the 
State government will 
leave no stone unturned 
to fulfill the expectations 
and aspirations of the 
people of the state.

Speaking on educa-
tion, Mr Bhutia spoke 
about the dearth of Post 
Graduate Teachers in 
Bhutia and Lepcha lan-
guages in the district. He 
informed that the State 
Government was work-
ing hard to solve this 
problem by bringing 
PGT teachers from oth-
er parts of the State to 
the North.

turn to pg02

Sikkim placed first in ODF PLUS IEC Campaign 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Sikkim came in first in 
the category of ODF 

PLUS IEC Campaign at 
the Swachh Bharat Pu-
raskar 2019 organised 
by the Department of 
Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, Ministry of 
Jalshakti, GoI, at Vigyan 
Bhawan today, an IPR 
press release informs. 
Secretary, RDD, CS Rao 
received the award from 
the President of India, 
Ramnath Kovind. 

The Department of 
Drinking Water and Sani-
tation, GoI, came up with 
the 4+1 IEC campaign 
under ODF Plus, wherein 
the four wall paintings 

and an ODF Board were 
to be painted / installed 
in the villages and up-
loaded in the IMIS.

Sikkim was the first 
state to complete this 
task in the country de-
spite heavy rains and 

poor internet connectiv-
ity, the release mentions. 

Upasna Khawas of 
Namcheypong, Pakyo-
ng was also awarded by 
the Ministry of Jalshakti 
for her immense con-
tribution in the field of 
menstrual hygiene and 
menstrual waste man-
agement in the State.

It may be mentioned 
that Sikkim attained the 
status of first ODF (Open 
Defecation Free) State 
in March, 2016 well 
ahead of other states 
of the country. It was 
formally declared ODF 
State in the 65th Ple-
nary Session of the NE 
Council held at Shillong 
on 27 May, 2016.

Tadong School confers Pushpawati 
Guru Garima award on Solome Rai

ARPAN PRADHAN
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Pushpawati Guru Gari-
ma Award 2019 was 

conferred on Solome 
Rai, PGT (History) at 
Tadong Government Se-
nior Secondary School 
here today. Ms Rai was 
presented the award at 
a special ceremony held 
at the school.

The Pushpawati 
Guru Garima Award is 
conferred on a teacher 
every year in recogniza-
tion of their hard work 
and dedication towards 
the development of 
Tadong Government Se-

nior Secondary School 
and its children. 

The award was start-
ed in the year 2014 in 
the memory of the Late 
Pushpawati Chettri, the 
first Head Mistress of the 
School. The award was 
initiated by Principal, 
Doma L Zimba.

The school also cel-
ebrated Teachers’ Day 
today with cultural per-
formances by the stu-
dents and felicitation 
of teachers, non-teach-
ing staff and staff of the 
Mid-Day Meal scheme 
by the Principal. 

turn to pg02

High Court directs army to maintain 
status quo on common road to Samdur
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 6 Sept:

The residents of Sam-
dur here received 

some reprieve from the 
High Court when a divi-
sion bench of the Court 
directed the army to 
maintain status quo on a 
common road used by the 
army and the villagers of 
Samdur which the army 
had recently fenced up.

The division bench of 
Justice Meenakshi Madan 
Rai and Justice Bhaskar 
Raj Pradhan, while hear-
ing the urgent Public 
Interest Litigation filed 
by the residents of Sam-
dur, directed the GOC 
17 Mountain Division to 
maintain status quo and 
restricted the army from 
taking any further action 
till further orders.

Meanwhile, notices 
were issued to the GOC 
17 Mountain Division, 
Chief Secretary, and Dis-
trict Collector, East.

The case relates to 

the incident, when on the 
night of 04 September, 
the army blocked two of 
the three common roads 
used by the army and 
civilians, the latter to ac-
cess the cluster of villag-
es in Samdur beyond the 
Libing cantonment area. 

Tashi Rapden Bur-
fungpa, Counsel appear-
ing for the public of Sam-
dur, submitted before 
the division bench that 
access for the residents 
of six to seven villages in 
Samdur was by a com-
mon road. He added that 
the cantonment was es-
tablished much after the 
villages were populated.

He further submit-
ted that sometime in the 
month of July earlier this 
year, the Army started 
fencing the cantonment 
area blocking the village 
roads which lead to the 
main road. On protest by 
the villagers, the Army 
left three openings 

turn to pg02
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Classifieds
GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

aNThyESTI kRIya
The anthyesthi Kriya of Late Hem-
lata Basnett who left for her heav-
enly abode falls on 7th of Septem-
ber 2019 at Gom, South Sikkim. All 
relatives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us in offering 
our prayers for the departed soul on 7.09.2019 at 
Gom, South Sikkim.

Family Members
Sankar Das Rai (Husband), Roshan Rai 

(son) & Rushma Rai (daughter)
Phone 97733358518

DOCUMENT LOST 
I , Racheal Pegha Limboo daughter of Lt. K.D. Pe-
ghu(father) & Lt. U.M. Pegha(mother)  of Upper 
Chumlok, Vok, South Sikkim has lost my Mark-
sheet  & Certificate  issued from Carmel Teachers 
Training Institute, Pakyong, East Sikkim. Contact: 
9609246366.

Ecclesiastical Minister, Sonam Lama, spoke about 
struggles faced by the Bhutia-Lepcha community and 
monks to save the Kabi-Lungchok sacred grove. 

He thanked the senior bureaucrats who helped 
him during those hard times. He assured the pub-
lic that all the demands placed by them were being 
closely pursued by the Government and will get ful-
filled soon.

The Minister further said that the State gov-
ernment will work tirelessly to take Sikkim into 
greater heights with inclusive and holistic devel-
opment and assured that the government will live 
up to its promises.

Later in the evening, the Chief Minister also met 
the public of Phenzang and surrounding area at Bud-
dhist Circuit House and listened to their grievances 
and demands.

Save Longtsok...

The Principal, while addressing the programme, 
said that if students focused on research-based stud-
ies and strictly followed the instructions of their 
teachers, they will succeed in life and achieve all their 
goals. 

Also today, two teachers, D Dong and Chukila Lep-
cha, who were awarded by ICFAI University were also 
felicitated. 

School Captain Ugen Palzang and Deep Tamang 
also addressed the function.

Tadong School...

through the fencing to enable the residents use of the 
paths and the main road. This arrangement caused 
inconvenience especially to the old and infirm, never-
theless they accepted the circumstance, he added.

However, on the night of 04 Sept, the Army blocked 
two out of three thoroughfares left open.

The villagers have also sought an ad interim ex 
parte order directing the army stationed here to im-
mediately open the closed thoroughfares and leave it 
open to public use till further orders of this Court.

The division bench, while passing the order, di-
rected the GOC 17 Mountain Division to open all the 
closed thoroughfares till further orders of this Court.

High Court directs...

Dengue awareness 
in Jorethang

SUMMIT REPORT
Jorethang: 06 Sept:

A daylong awareness 
program on Dengue 

was held today at Sai 
Mandir at Dara Goan in 
Jorethang, South Sikkim. 
The program was held 
under the banner of ‘Be-
havioral Change Commu-
nity Campaign’ organised 
by IEC Jorethang in col-
laboration with Nation-
al Vector Borne Disease 
Control Program (NVB-
DCP) and South District 
Health Society.

It was informed that 
Jorethang CHC has regis-
tered 22 cases of patients 
with symptoms of Den-
gue this season and that 
most of the patients were 
from the Dara Goan area.

Blood samples of all 
patients have been sent 
to Gangtok for further 
confirmation of Den-
gue while the need for a 
massive cleanliness drive 
was underlined.

Officials informed 
that fumigation will be-
gin Monday. 

Shillong farmers visit 
ICaR-NRC for Orchids

Mamring School celebrates Teachers’ Day

Awareness on Consumer Clubs in schools

Sikkim 
Progressive 
Alliance 
dissolved  
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Sikkim Progressive Al-
liance, formed in the 

run-up to the last elec-
tions, has been dissolved. 

SPA was forged by 
four regional parties 
- Sikkim Rajya Manch, 
Sikkim Sangram Parish-
ad, Sikkim Nationalist 
Peoples Party and Sikkim 
United Forum - as a pre-
poll alliance and was dis-
solved following a unani-
mous decision taken at a 
recent meeting of the al-
liance members, a press 
release informs. 

SKM has failed to keep its promises: 
Sikkim Subject Committee

Training for farmers and OFOJ employees at Takuthang

SaGaR ChhETRI
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Sikkim Subject Com-
mittee vice-convener, 

Nawin Kiran Pradhan to-
day accused Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha of failing to 
fulfill any of the promises 
made during its election 
campaign. He further al-
leged that SKM has not 
even started work on any 
of its promises that it had 
said would be fulfilled 
within 100 days of com-
ing to power.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Pradhan mentioned 
that SKM had made nu-
merous announcements 
and big promises to the 
people to be completed 
within 100 days of gov-
ernment formation. All 
these announcements 
were lies, he alleged.

Responding to SKM 
spokesperson, Jacob Khal-

ing’s statement on the oc-
casion of 100 days of SKM 
government on Thursday, 
he said that Mr Khaling 
was right in saying that 
works of SKM government 
in 100 days would affect 
the state for next 100 

years but it would affect 
the State adversely.

Mr Pradhan mentioned 
that  Before the election, 
Mr Khaling had announced 
that SKM would provide 
jobs to 30,000 unemployed 
youths within 100 days 

of coming to power fail-
ing which it would give up 
power.

“What happened to 
this promise?” ques-
tioned Mr Pradhan.

The SKM government 
has brought down the 

work culture in the State 
by increasing the num-
ber of government hol-
idays in these 100 days, 
he alleged. 

He went on to allege 
that nepotism and law-
lessness have increased 
and the SKM government 
has failed to work on its 
promises of regularizing 
OFOJ employees, LT seats 
in the State Assembly, 
tribal status to eleven 
left out communities of 
the State and regularisa-
tion of adhoc employees 
within 100 days.

Likewise, Anita Gu-
rung and Karma Wangyal 
Bhutia spoke about other 
promises made by SKM 
in its election manifesto 
which they have failed 
to fulfill. They also 
questioned the silence 
of Pawan Chamling and 
other political parties in 
the State.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Mamring Senior Sec-
ondary School, East 

Sikkim celebrated Teach-
ers’ Day in the school 
premises on 05 Sept with a 
program organised by the 
students for the teachers, a 
press release informs. 

The program started 
with the offering of tra-
ditional scarf on the por-
trait of Dr S Radhakrish-
nan and lighting of can-
dles by Principal and oth-
er teachers of the school. 
Students offered scarves 
to the Principal, all the 
teachers and non-teach-
ing staff of the school. 

Various cultural items 
were also presented by the 
students on the occasion. 
Recently retired teach-
er, HK Pradhan was also 
felicitated by the school 
during the program. 

Special programs 
were held for the teach-
ers where Principal 
along with teachers par-
ticipated in Antakshari 
competition and Ramp 

Walk competition. 
Principal, Prahlad Shar-

ma addressed the gather-
ing and highlighted the im-
portance of the day, role of 
teachers and students.

He expressed happi-
ness over the talent and 
ability of students to or-
ganise the Teacher’s Day 
program.

Three teachers of the 
school received awards 
in different functions 
held in Gangtok.

PGT Chemistry, 
Suresh Kumar Pradhan 
received “Nation Builder 
Award” from Rotary Club 
of Gangtok while PGT 

History, Tshering Diki 
Bhutia and PGT, IP Kha-
tiwara Political Science 
received Distinguished 
Teacher Award from at 
ICFAI University, Gang-
tok. Both the teachers 
were nominated by the 
Principal of the school. 

The Principal on be-
half of all the teachers, 
staff and students of 
Mamring School congrat-
ulated all the awardees 
of the school and encour-
aged all other teachers 
and staff to become an 
exemplary Teacher and a 
role model to inspire oth-
ers in the coming days.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Mevedir in collabo-
ration with Hor-

ticulture Department 
organized training cum 
demonstration program 
especially for OFOJ (One 
Family One Job) field 
functionaries of Man-
galbaria and Takuthang 
and progressive farmers 
from the area on 06 Sept, 
2019. More than 35 par-
ticipants attended this 
training cum demonstra-
tion program, a press re-
lease informs.

The program was 
conducted at VLW centre 
of Takuthang GPU, West 
Sikkim in the presence 
of AB Rai (HDO cum Mis-
sion Officer), Deepak Rai 
(VLW, Takuthang) and 
Suren Tamang (VLW) 
along with Mevedir Su-
pervisor, Jason Nim Sher-
pa and Master Trainer, 
Diwas Chettri.

The first session was 
chaired by HDO, Mr Rai 
who welcomed all the 
participants and briefed 
them about the day’s 
training focused on the 
use of the off farm inputs. 

Thereafter, Mr Nim 
Sherpa explained the dif-
ference between off farm 
inputs and on farm in-
puts. He also spoke about 
the role of bio pesticide 
and bio fertilizers in con-
trolling diseases and var-
ious other diseases that 

affect the productivity of 
the cash crops like ginger, 
turmeric, buckwheat and 
cardamom. 

Meanwhile, Agron-
omist from Mevedir, Di-
was Chettri explained 
about the usage of bio 
pesticides such as Sheel 
Rhizobium, Cal Spiral, 
Green SK Azoto, Green 
SK PSB, Green SK Frateu-
ra and VAM. Likewise he 
also explained about the 
fungicide and pesticide 
like Trichoderma Viride, 
Bio magic and Bio Power 
and how effectively it can 
control pests like borers, 
khumlay and other pests 
for which many farmers 
have no treatment. In the 
demonstration session 
all the participants were 
taken to the ginger field 
and shown how to apply 
the off-farm inputs NPK 
(Green SK Azoto, PSB & 
frateura) in the crops. 

Before demonstra-
tion, the participants 
were advised to clean 
the field because 50% 
of field and crops are 
hampered by unwanted 

weeds. Thereafter, Mr. 
Chettri informed that 
5ml each of Green SK 
Azoto, PSB & frateura 
should be mixed with 3 
ltr water and sprayed on 
the roots of the crops. 
This solution will be 
more helpful for the 
growth of the roots and 
the whole plant. Some of 
the precautionary mea-
sures to be adopted were 
also explained.

Most of the OJOF 
candidates are Field and 
Marketing Assistants 
and their duty will be to 
visit the farms and mon-
itor the usage of these 
inputs which have been 
distributed to farmers 
under the MOVCD pro-
gram. These Assistants 
will have to mobilize the 
registered certified farm-
ers and emphasize the 
importance and usage of 
these inputs meanwhile 
all the field staff of Meve-
dir under this area would 
also ensure to make the 
farmers understand the 
role of these inputs and 
use them in their fields.

Gangtok, 06 Sept (PIB): 
A day-long exposure vis-
it was organized for the 
PGSC award winning 
(2014–15) farmers of 
Nonglwai, Shillong un-
der TSP project at ICAR 
NRC for Orchids, Pakyo-
ng on 06 Sept, 2019. The 
farmers were welcomed 
by Scientist & Nodal Of-
ficer, Dr Tshering Lhamu 
Bhutia, TSP. Director, Dr 
DR Singh, ICAR-NRCO, 
Pakyong highlighted on 
the importance of differ-
ent species of the orchids 
which needs to be con-
served and appreciated 
the work being carried 
out by the farmers. He 
also offered to help the 
farmers in all possible 
ways by the institute. 

A lecture on the top-
ic Cultivation of orchids 
was delivered by Princi-
pal Scientist (Horti), Dr 
LC De followed by the 
field visits to different 
polyhouse of the insti-
tute by Principal Scien-
tist (Plant breeding), Dr 
Ramgopal Devdas, Scien-
tist (Horti), Dr TL Bhutia 
and Scientist (EB&PGR), 
RK Pamarthi. 

Planting materials of 
Zygopetalum interme-
dium (500 nos), shade 
nets (2 sets) and coco 
chips (80kg) were dis-
tributed to the farmers 
through the project. All 
the scientists, project 
staff of the institute 
also participated in the 
programme. 

RUDRA KAUSHIK
Singtam, 06 Sept:

Re-constitution of 
school consumer 

clubs and consumer 
awareness programme 
with the students of var-
ious schools was orga-
nized at Singtam Govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
school, East Sikkim, to-
day. The programme was 
organized by Legal Me-
trology Unit (LMU) Con-
sumer Protection Cell 
(CPC) and Food and Civil 
Supplies Department.

Additional control-
ler, LMU and CP Cell, 
CK Chettri, Joint secre-
tary, LMU and CP Cell, 
Chewang Doma Bhut-
ia, principal of school, 
KB Chettri, students of 
Makha Senior Secondary 
School, Singtam Senior 
Secondary School, Rang-
po Senior Secondary 
School and Duga Second-
ary School. 

The programme was 
all about educating stu-
dents about their rights 
as consumers and re-
striction of violations of 
rights through the con-
sumer forums. The stu-
dents were sensitized 
on the Acts legislated for 
protection of consumers’ 
interests and process 
to approach consumer 
forums for redressal of 

consumer related issues. 
At the outset, Che-

wang Doma Bhutia in-
formed students about 
objective of formation of 
consumer club at various 
schools. She shared that 
school consumer clubs 
are established to edu-
cate young minds about 
consumers’ rights and 
their responsibilities to-
wards protection of the 
consumers’ rights and 
interest. 

She informed that Rs. 
10,000 is given to each 
secondary and higher 
secondary school for 
founding the school con-
sumer club and three 
best performing clubs 
are awarded cash prize 
of Rs. 50,000, Rs 30,000 
and RS 20,000 respec-
tively on the occasion of 
World Consumer Day ev-
ery year. 

Rs 10,000 each was 
provided to all partici-
pating schools for estab-
lishment of school con-
sumer club.

Everything 
going 
according to 
plan, ISRO chief 
on proposed 
soft landing 
of ‘Vikram’ 
module
Bengaluru, Sep 6 (PTI): 
Hours before Chan-
drayaan-2’s ‘Vikram’ 
module’s proposed soft 
landing on the Lunar 
surface, ISRO Chairman 
K Sivan said on Friday 
things are progress-
ing as per plan for the 
much-awaited event.

“We are eagerly wait-
ing for the event. Every-
thing is going according 
to the plan,” Sivan told 
PTI on Friday.

The touch-down of 
‘Vikram’ lander is sched-
uled between 1.30 am 
and 2.30 am on Saturday, 
followed by the rollout of 
rover ‘Pragyan’ between 
5.30 a.m and 6.30 a.m.

The soft landing will 
be telecast live from 1.10 
a.m on Doordarshan, 
webcast on ISRO web-
site and streamed on 
YouTube, Facebook and 
Twitter.

“Certainly there is lot 
of anxiety in the minds 
of the entire (Chan-
drayaan-2) team because 
it’s a very complex oper-
ation and we are doing 
it for the first time,” a 
senior official associated 
with the mission, said on 
condition of anonymity.

“Everything... sen-
sors, computers, com-
mand systems...

has to work perfectly. 
But we are confident in 
the sense we have con-
ducted a large number 
of simulations on the 
ground; it gives us the 
confidence it would go 
alright,” the official said.

He described the 
soft-landing as “almost 
like placing a baby on the 
cradle”, and said, “there 
is certain amount of anx-
iety but there is no fear.”

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, dozens of 
students from across the 
country selected by ISRO 
though an online quiz, a 
large media contingent 
and others are slated 
to watch the event as it 
happens, from the ISRO 
Telemetry Tracking and 
Command Network (IS-
TRAC) here.

As India attempts a 
soft landing on the lunar 
surface, all eyes will be 
on the lander ‘Vikram’ 
and rover ‘Pragyan’.

The 1,471-kg ‘Vikram’, 
named after Dr Vikram A 
Sarabhai, father of the In-
dian space programme, 
is designed to execute a 
soft landing on the lunar 
surface, and to function 
for one lunar day, which 
is equivalent to about 14 
earth days. 
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irshad_ali123@rediffmail.com

CapitalTIMES

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
STATE MEDICINAL PLANTS BOARDS

FOREST & ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
Ref No. 241/SMPB/FED                       Dated: 02.09.2019

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from the eligible local candidates for filling up of following posts in the State Medicinal Plant Board 
under Forest and Environment Department through viva voce, purely on contractual basis for a period of 01 (one) year.

Sl. No. Name of Post Minimum Educational 
Qualification

No. of posts Consolidated Pay per 
month

1 Consultant Specialist in Botany M. Sc. Botany with spe-
cialization in Taxonomy

01 R.30,000/-per month.

2 Data Entry Operator Class XII pass 01 Rs.12,000/- per 
month.

Candidates must submit the application in the format given along with the following documents:
1. Copy of Certificate of Identification /Sikkim Subject.
2. Attested copies of educational qualification from Class X onwards.
3. Work experience certificate, if any.
4. Copy of valid employment card.
5. All other relevant supporting documents.
Received applications will be scrutinized, and short listed candidates will be called to appear before the selection committee. 
No A/DA will be paid for attending the interview.
The application along with attested photocopies of all requisite documents should reach the office of the Joint Direc-
tor-cum-Nodal Officer, State Medicinal Plants Boards, Forest & Environment Department, Block B, Room no. B-305, Forest 
Secretariat Building, Deorali, Gangtok – 737102 on or before 18th September 2019.
Detailed advertisement and application form can be downloaded from the website: sikenvis.nic.in, sikkimforest.gov.in
For further details, please contact:- 9609980931, 7076336042.

Sd/-
Director-cum-CEO,

State Medicinal Plants Boards,
Forest and Environment Department

Government of Sikkim.
R.O. No. 172/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Dated: 03.9.2019

STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD- SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & ENVIRONMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEORALI, GANGTOK – 737102

APPEAL
All the stakeholders are aware that Biswakarma Puja, Durga Puja, Deepawali celebration 
are performed in the month of September – October every year and after performing pujas 
traditionally idols are immersed in water bodies leading to deterioration of water quality 
especially during the aforesaid period. “Sikkim Idol immersion Rules 2019” has also been 
notified vide no 167 dated 16/04/2019 by the State Pollution Control Board.

Therefore the State Pollution Control Board – Sikkim hereby appeals all the concerned 
authorities/citizens to follow the guidelines given below for the safeguard of Environment.

a) Use of eco-friendly idols with herbal colours or biodegradable chemical dyes:
b) Immersion of idols only at designated idol immersion spots:
c) Prohibition of burning of solid wastes at the idol immersion areas:
d) Arrangements for construction of temporary confined ponds with necessary pro-

visions and
e) Organizing mass awareness campaigns among the stakeholders etc.

The State Pollution Control Board – Sikkim further appeals and solicits kind cooperation 
of all the people of Sikkim for strict compliance of the above guidelines.

STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD- SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS, Env. & W/L Management.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEORALI, GANGTOK – 737102

R.O. No. 175/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Dated:  05.09.2019 

MISSING

Name  : Ritika Sahani
Age  : 13 years
D/O  : Raju Sahani
Height  : 4’apprx
Complexion : Fair
Wearing apparels : Jacket, Blue jeans, 

red-T shirt, Black sport shoe.

CID PS FIR No. 0007 dated 25/07/2019 
U/S 363 IPC  missing since 28/12/2018 from 
MG Marg near Life Line Medical store, Gang-

tok, East Sikkim. Contact: 9734964031

BOOK DONATION DRIVE
Interested book donors may like to donate books for promoting read-
ing habit amongst the younger generation, generate interest in reading, 
reach out to the unreached and make reading a lifestyle w.e.f. August to  
September 2019.

Collection Centers:
1. State Central Library, Manan Bhawan, Development Area, Gangtok.
2. District Library, Mangan, Pentok Road, North Sikkim.
3. District Library, Namchi, Bhaichung Stadium Road, South Sikkim.
4. District Library, Gyalzing, Gyalzing Bazaar, West Sikkim.
Collection Time:
1. State Central Library, Gangtok….. Monday to Friday – 11.00 am – 

4.00 pm.
2. District Libraries (North, South & West)…Monday to Friday – 

11.00 am – 4.00 pm.
The books should be readable and in good condition;
Preferably Children’s Literature & Short stories; Comics; Motivation-

al books; Fold tales; Encyclopedia; Biographies/ Autobiographies etc.
The books received will be distributed on need basis to various insti-

tutions and centers as identified by the library.
Academic test books may not be donated.
It is also for the information of the general public that the State Cen-

tral Library, Manan Bhawan, Gangtok will be open from 11.00 am to 
3.00 pm every Saturday and Sunday for reading services w.e.f. 12th Au-
gust 2019 onwards.

Point of contact for query:
9564443999 / 8945812727

OSD/ State Central Library.
Gangtok.

R.O. No. 143/IPR/Pub./Classi./19-20 
Date: 19.8.19

Rotary Club presents Nation 
Builder Award to 25 Teachers 

The award winning teachers for Nation Builder Awards 2019 are:
Sl. No. Schoool Best Teacher

1 Namin Dhurba Govt. Primary School Chandra Kr. Sharma
2 Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Lingdok D. B. Chettri
3 Govt. Jr. High School, Kameray Mr. Kumar Chettri
4 Govt. Primary School, Tintek Chuba Mr. Gopal Bista
5 Govt. Jr. High School, Sajong Mrs. Indira Dahal
6 Govt. Primary School, Budang Mitra Lal Khatiwara
7 Govt. Primary School, Sakhukhani D. R. Biswakarma
8 Govt. Jr. High School, Singbel Netra Prasad Bhattarai
9 Govt. Primary School, Tirkutam Mr. E. Bhutia

10 Govt. Primary School, Tinkharka Bhakta Bdr Gurung
11 Govt. Sec. School, Lingtam R. L. Pradhan
12 Government Jr. High School, Sauraney Pushpa Kumari Sharma
13 Govt. Primary School, Posakey Tsewang Choden Sherpa
14 Govt. Jr. High School, Adampool Pema Doma Bhutia
15 Govt. Sec. School, Sirwani Roshni Pradhan
16 Govt. Jr. High School, Dochum B. K. Shankar
17 Govt. Primary School, Pangthang SAP Mrs. Ongmula Bhutia
18 Govt. Jr. High School, 4th Mile Norchung Bhutia
19 Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Chujachen Mani Kumar Basnett
20 Sonamati Memorial Sr. Sec. School Indira Bastakoti
21 Govt. Sec. School, Lower Syari Shanti Rai
22 Govt. Jr. High School, Burung Uttam Siwakoti
23 Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Namcheybong Pranit Thapa
24 Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Mamring S. K. Pradhan
25 Govt. Primary School, Barbing Gajendra Thapa

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Nation Builder Award 
of Rotary India Liter-

acy Mission was present-
ed to 25 teachers of Sik-
kim during the state level 
Teachers’ Day function 
held at Chintan Bhawan 
on 05 Sept. Education 
Minister, Kunga Nima 
Lepcha presented the 
award to the teachers.

A press release in-
forms that Rotary Club 
of Gangtok has present-
ed Nation Builder Award 
to 108 teachers since 
2016. It mentions that 
one major component of 
the Teacher Support pro-
gram of Rotary India Lit-
eracy Mission (RILM) is 
recognizing outstanding 
teachers through the “Na-
tion Builder Award”. Over 
the last two years nearly 
8000 teachers were felic-
itated for their enormous 
contribution towards the 
enhancement of quality 
education. 

Each Award is to be 
given at the club level. 

This award aims to 

recognize outstanding 
teacher after a detailed 
evaluation process. 

The chief purpose 
of this award is to first-
ly felicitate outstanding 
teachers, secondly to 
have a data of the low 
performing teachers 
through the evaluation 
process and involve them 
in training to increase 
their capabilities and fi-
nally to establish a liai-
son with the school and 
the teachers and later all 
or most of the teachers 
could also be involved in 
teacher training work-
shops. This exercise of 
evaluation is vital and 
mandatory before giving 
the award to the out-
standing teacher. 

After selection of the 
Government School, ten 
students are taken at 
random from the School 
to mark the teachers in 
the School that too with-
out the knowledge of the 
teachers. The principal of 
the School is also contacted 
for the view about the good 
teacher and he also gives 

marks to the teachers. After 
getting the details, a teach-
er is being selected from 
the School for the award 

taking into account the 
marks given by the stu-
dents and the Principal. 

Rotary Club of 

Gangtok is performing 
such awards since last 
three years in the State 
of Sikkim. 

Bishwakarma Puja Football 
Tournament gets underway in Namchi

SUMMIT REPORT
Namchi, 06 Sept:

Shri Shri Shri Bishwa-
karma Puja Football 

Tournament organized 
by Namchi Local Taxi 
Drivers’ Association and 
Main Line Taxi Drivers’ 
Association got under-
way here at Singithang 
Public Ground today. 

Around 20 teams 
have registered for the 
tournament and two 
matches were played on 

the opening day. 
The first match was 

played between Sai Nam-
chi and Sombarey Foot-
ball Club which the for-
mer team won 2-0.

The second football 
match was played be-
tween New Light Academy 
and Upper Assangthang 
which New Light Acade-
my won convincingly with 
a margin of 6 goals.

Govt Contractor 
Kharka Bdr Tamang in-

augurated the tourna-
ment accompanied by 
SKM Youth president, 
South District, Bashant 
Yonzon, Deputy RTO, RN 
Subba, MVI Namchi, TB 
Subba, SKM joint sec-
retary, South District, 
Mani Pratap Tamang, 
CLC president Rup Das 
Rai, NLTDA president, 
Subash Tamang, MLTDA 
president, Ashok Prad-
han and the members of 
the association.

Aakraman continues winning ways
SaGaR ChhETRI
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

A goal of Sonam Tshering helped 
Sikkim Aakraman Football Club 

register its fourth consecutive victory 
at the ongoing Sikkim Football Associ-
ation Premier Division Sikkim League 
2019 here at Paljor Stadium on Friday. 

Sikkim Aakraman FC edged past 

Boys Club, Gangtok, by a solitary goal 
to pocket three more points.

Sikkim Aakraman FC maintained 
constant pressure and broke through 
with Sonam Tshering’s goal in the 
33rd minute.  

No further goals were scored in the 
match. Sikkim Aakraman FC is leading the 
points tally with 12 points from four wins.

Mamata writes to PM protests against bank merger
Kolkata, Sep 6 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
wrote to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Fri-
day protesting against 
the Centre’s unilateral 
decision to merge two 
public sector banks 
headquartered in the 
city without consulting 
the state government.

Expressing concern, 
she said the merger and 
the threat of shifting of 
the banks’ headquarters 
will affect the develop-
mental momentum of 
the state.

Banerjee in her letter 
urged Modi not to go for 
the bank merger, which 
was announced on Au-
gust 30.

“Im deeply concerned 
to learn that two pub-
lic sector banks head-

quartered in Kolkata 
are being merged with 
banks headquartered 
in Delhi and Chennai 
respectively without 
any consultation with 
the state government or 
with the management 
of these two banks,” Ba-
nerjee said in her letter 
to Modi.

The unilateral deci-
sion of merger of banks 
and threat of shifting 
headquarters from West 
Bengal will adversely af-
fect the developmental 
momentum of the state, 
she added.

Banerjee, who is also 
the TMC supremo and a 
strident critic of the BJP, 
in her letter expressed 
her concern over the fu-
ture of thousands of em-
ployees of the two banks.

I strongly urge you 

not to merge UBI with 
PNB and Allahabad Bank 
with Indian Bank and 
thereby also raise the 
spectre of moving the 
headquarters of these 
two leading banks out of 
Kolkata, she wrote in her 
letter to Modi.

The BJP-led central 
government had on Au-
gust 30 announced four 
major mergers of public 
sector banks, bringing 
down their total number 
to 12 from 27 in 2017, 
a move aimed at mak-
ing state-owned lenders 
global sized banks.

United Bank of In-
dia and Oriental Bank 
of Commerce will be 
merged with Punjab Na-
tional Bank, making the 
proposed entity the sec-
ond largest public sector 
bank (PSB).
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Challenge Hate and 
Regressive Thought

Fundamentalism cannot be allowed to win

Two years back, on 05 September 2017, few in 
the region would have heard of Gauri Lankesh 

until news arrived of her assassination in Bengal-
uru. She used to publish a Kannada weekly tabloid 
which no one here would have read, and apart from 
occasional commentaries in mainstream publi-
cations on issues that disturbed her (as it should 
all of us) like rising Hindutva fundamentalism, she 
wrote largely for her “local” audience with a pas-
sion which ruffled feathers which last night pulled 
out a gun. With her death, the 55-year-old jour-
nalist, murdered by clearly frustrated right-wing 
fundamentalists after they ran out of counter-ar-
guments or agencies of the state to keep her down, 
had entered conversations in more homes in more 
parts of the country than her weekly newspaper 
reached in her home-state. But that was two years 
back; people appear to have forgotten about the in-
cident and discussions triggered by her assassina-
tion have lost their urgency.

It was, however, important that conversations 
about intolerance that Gauri Lankesh’s killing ini-
tiated did not fizzle out. Unfortunately, once the re-
porting phased out of the news cycles, so did those 
discussions. Right wing aggression can be left un-
challenged only for so long before it manifests into 
full-blown fascism. Jingoism wins easy converts 
among those fed potent doses of paranoia, and al-
ready, too many fence sitters are hopping over to 
join mobs convinced that the country needs to be 
reclaimed from the minorities. Gauri, like others 
murdered in recent years for holding similar be-
liefs, noticed the perils of this downward spiral that 
the country was being sucked into and wrote fierce-
ly to challenge what was increasingly becoming the 
dominant narrative. She stood up for rational thought 
in the hope of breaking the rising tide of Hindutva 
fundamentalism and caste discrimination, attitudes 
which have swept a disturbing ideology into office in 
our country, twice. She was obviously succeeding and 
remained unfazed despite threats, a conviction un-
der defamation charges brought against her by a BJP 
leader and getting trolled online; why else would she 
be put away in a manner reminiscent of how Gandhi 
was taken away from us and how rationalists have 
been dealt with by fascists?

Her assassination led to spontaneous protests 
in Bengaluru and the issue played on television de-
bates and discussions for a while, but it is urgently 
necessary for the country to stay with the issue and 
ensure that dissent is not allowed to be bracketed 
as antinational and difference of opinion, lifestyle, 
sexuality or eating habits or unique status not seen 
as aberrations which need to be weeded out of 
the society through mob lynchings and/ or leg-
islations. This, however, is the sad nadir that our 
country is hurtling towards with media manage-
ment giving the impression of mass endorsement 
because we do not have enough Gauris speaking 
truth to the people and reminding them about 
the grander aspirations of democracy like tol-
erance, empathy and liberal thought. If we con-
tinue to hesitate from engaging, and a blacked-
out profile photo on your Facebook account is not 
engagement enough, then intolerance, hate and 
regressive thought will continue to dominate and 
there will be no country left for free minds.

Good communication is a key 
part of disaster response

How to get preschoolers ready to learn math
ERICA ZIPPERT & BETHANY 
RITTLE-JOHNSON
theconversation.com

If you’re a parent of a preschooler, 
you might be wondering how you 

can help set your child up for success 
once they enter kindergarten.

By now, you have probably heard 
of the importance of reading and 
talking to your child to sup-
port their language and lit-
eracy skills. You may have 
even made reading, talking 
and learning the ABCs part 
of your daily routine.

But did you know 
that you can also support 
your child’s math learning 
during everyday interac-
tions at home?

We conduct research 
that aims to define the 
broad array of early skills 
that support mathematical 
thinking. Our goal is to get 
parents more familiar with 
the important role they can 
play as their child’s first 
teacher to lay the ground-
work for learning math.
1=ONE=AN APPLE

Young children need 
to develop several different num-
ber skills. For instance, they need to 
master counting aloud from one to 
10 and beyond and learn to identify 
written numbers like 2 and 4.

In addition, little kids should re-
alize that each number word and 
symbol represents a specific quantity 
of objects. That is, the spoken word 
“four” and the written number 4 are 
the same as four cookies or four ap-
ples. They need to know that they 
can count to determine how many of 
something is in a set.

Young children are also beginning 
to understand the concepts of addition 
and subtraction, even if they cannot do 

the math by themselves. And they need 
to start seeing which numbers are big-
ger or smaller than others.
WhERE ThE ThINGS aRE

Little kids also need to develop spa-
tial skills to get ready to learn math.

Examples include remembering 
and reproducing a series of events, 
such as where and in what order dif-
ferent parts of a toy light up.

A different type of spatial skill 
allows kids to imagine what a 
shape, such as a square, would 
look like if you broke it in half and 
changed its orientation.
SEEING PaTTERNS

Another skill that may seem less 
directly math-related is making and 
understanding patterns – sequences 
that follow a rule.

Simple repeating patterns are 
especially appropriate for young 
children. They follow a rule that one 
part of the sequence repeats over 
and over again. For example, in a red-
blue-red-blue-red-blue pattern, that 
part is red-blue.

SUPPORTING MATH SKILLS AT 
hOME

When families of young children 
do everyday activities that support 
early math at home, they tend to fo-
cus on number-related activities re-
lated to directly teaching counting 
and naming numbers.

For the best results, branch 
out. You can support number skills 

through playing board games and 
card games.

Classic board games like Chutes 
and Ladders help children learn to 
recognize written numbers on the 
spaces and spinners. They also help 
children see numbers laid out in or-
der, which can allow them to better 
tell which of two numbers is bigger.

Playing cards are especially help-
ful for learning to recognize written 
numbers and counting and labeling 
sets of objects, such as all the spades 
or diamonds. Additionally, simple 
card games like War can encourage 
families to directly compare the size 
of numbers side by side.

Cards can also lay the ground-
work for learning subtraction when 
kids try to compare card quantities 
more exactly. For example, the 5 of 
hearts has two more hearts than the 
3 of hearts.

To support spatial skills, research 
suggests engaging your child in 
play with puzzles, blocks and 
shapes. When parents and kids 

do these activities togeth-
er, they naturally use spatial 
and directional words like 
“over,” “under” and “next to” 
that help children get ready to 
learn these concepts at school.

At the same time, kids can get 
a head start on picturing how to 
create shapes and other objects 
out of individual blocks.

There are many fun and 
easy ways to emphasize pat-
terns at home.

One is having children fill 
in a blank in a model pattern: 
red-blue-red…red-blue. Another 
task could involve keeping a pat-
tern going.

Preschoolers can learn even 
harder patterning tasks.

These include replicating 
patterns with different mate-
rials. Given a model pattern of 

alternating red and blue Legos, chil-
dren can make the same alternating 
pattern using orange and green but-
tons or other items you happen to 
have handy.

Children can also use their pat-
tern skills to get more adept with 
numbers. For example, see if they can 
count off odd numbers: 1, 3, 5, 7, 9. 
Explain that the rule of the pattern is 
either adding 2 each time or skipping 
the next number.

[Erica Zippert is Postdoctoral 
Scholar of Psychology, Vanderbilt 

University; Bethany Rittle-
Johnson is Associate Professor of 

Psychology, Vanderbilt University]

SHANNON A. BOwEN
theconversation.com

Behind the scenes during hurricanes and other 
disasters, scores of public information officers 

in state and local government agencies are fixed to 
their screens – often in 24-hour shifts – frantically 
fielding facts and phone calls, rushing to get infor-
mation to the news media and the public. While 
this work may not seem as critical as search-and-
rescue operations, it is essential. Efficient, rapid 
and accurate information flow during an emergen-
cy can save lives, especially during complex, evolv-
ing events like Hurricane Dorian.

My expertise is in public affairs and crisis com-
munication. In a recent study, my colleague Ales-
sandro Lovari and I assessed how PIOs used social 
media to communicate during emergencies.

We found that social media has changed the 
landscape of public sector communication, and is 
now a key tool during disasters and emergencies. 
But it also raises new challenges, such as coping 
with huge volumes of information and determining 
whether reports are credible.
FLOODED wITH INFORMATION

We conducted a case study of historic storms 
and flooding in South Carolina from Oct. 1-5, 2015. 
During this event, in which several weather sys-
tems converged, 11 trillion gallons of water fell on 
the state in five days, washing away bridges and 
roads, caving in buildings and flooding homes. 
Nineteen people were killed, and damages were 
estimated at nearly US$1.5 billion.

Following standard emergency management 
procedure, South Carolina organized an operations 
center that served as crisis management headquar-
ters for relevant departments and agencies, such 
as the National Guard and the state Department 
of Transportation. The state’s emergency manage-
ment division took the lead in disseminating mes-
sages, under the co-command of the governor and 
head of the South Carolina National Guard. Mes-
sages were televised and sent out via social media, 
most frequently on Twitter.

In our interviews, which took place in the three 
months following the flood, we talked to emergen-
cy managers at all levels of government to under-
stand how they transmitted information to the 
public and media during this disaster, especially 
with tools such as Twitter and Facebook. With 
a few caveats, our research showed that things 
generally worked quite efficiently. News media 
knew who to follow on these channels and im-
mediately pushed out messages, which reporters 
viewed as credible.

This process moves much faster than it did in 
the past when officials issued paper news releas-
es or posted them to a website. One of our sources 

commented that “media are like wolves, retweet-
ing us in seconds.” 

That’s where things get tricky. Social media 
managers at all levels – state, county and city – re-
ported receiving tweets seeking emergency assis-
tance, such as rescue requests from a rooftop. They 
did not know whether front-line authorities were 
already aware of these situations, so they had to 
use valuable time responding to these requests or 
forwarding them to first responders.

Public information officers also scanned social 
media for developments, looking for news from in-
side the state’s emergency operations center to get 
new and emerging reports.

Local officials were not included in the state-lev-
el emergency operations center, and said informa-
tion sometimes was hard to access. They needed 
to relay outage and weather news to their sectors, 

counties or cities and the communities that de-
pended on them for localized information. Some 
county, city and more local-level officials who were 
not included in the operations center complained 
of a lack of timely communication. They felt left in 
the dark about bridge outages, dam collapses or 
the most recent road closures.

Some of our interviewees described feeling 
overwhelmed by the volume of messages they re-
ceived demanding responses. As one lamented, 
“We were not staffed, no budget for that.”

Another source added, “When dams are fail-
ing, who do we have with eyes on the ground that 
can confirm?” In such cases, the state Department 
of Transportation was in charge overall, and law 
enforcement agencies confirmed events on the 
ground. The volume of information created a back-
log and pressure on social media managers, who 
were both disseminating information to the public 
and responding to requests for help.

DECIDING wHAT REPORTS TO SHARE
Public information officers are responsible for com-

municating about the situation across multiple plat-
forms, including not only social media but other outlets 
such as AM radio and flyers in English and Spanish. And 
they have to control rumors and misinformation, which 
spread rapidly over social media. During the South Car-
olina floods most communications officers were offi-
cially barred from reusing crowd-gathered information 
because its credibility was uncertain.

Countering rumors took time away from media 
relations. One of our interviewees said, “I’m not 
sure anyone knows how to correct misinformation 
on social media. We try to correct rumors by calling 
media, editors, or news directors in a quick man-
ner but it’s difficult, especially during a crisis.”

Our findings show a need for more trained per-
sonnel using social media during a disaster, and 

for funding to adequately equip public-sector or-
ganizations for emergencies. In my view, states are 
drastically underfunding these needs.

Experts need to be hired and trained well in 
advance of a disaster. They also should be using 
evaluation research after emergencies wind down 
to measure how well they communicated and areas 
for improvement in speed, accuracy and reaching 
those most in need of information, such as local 
government agencies and rural audiences. The 
digital world poses ethical challenges that require 
broad-based efforts across many platforms, and at-
tention to both responsibility and detail.

Public education is also essential. People should 
know who to digitally follow or call during emer-
gencies for accurate information or assistance. 
Hurricane Dorian is the latest test, but others will 
surely follow.

[the writer is Professor of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, University of South Carolina]
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Hajela not efficient in discharging NRC 
duty, review needed: Gogoi writes to CJI

Guwahati, Sep 6 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader 
Tarun Gogoi has com-
plained to Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi that 
NRC State Coordinator 
Prateek Hajela did not 
discharge his duty effi-
ciently while preparing 
the final list published 
last week, and requested 
him to review the matter.

The National Register 
of Citizens in Assam was 
updated under the mon-
itoring of the Supreme 
Court and the final list 
which validates bona-
fide Indian citizens of the 
state, excluded over 19 
lakh applicants.

In a letter to the CJI, 
Tarun Gogoi alleged that 
Hajela did not follow 
the direction of the apex 
court although over 
50,000 government of-
ficials were engaged in 
the NRC updation job 
and around Rs 1,200 
crore was spent at the 
cost of development 
work of the state.

“Now the question 
arises about the fates of 
several lakh people who 
have been left out of the 

NRC and have to move to 
Foreigners Tribunals to 
prove their citizenship 
and face harassment, not 
due to their faults but 
due to the callousness 
and inefficiency of the 
NRC authority,” he said.

In the letter written 
on Thursday and made 
available to PTI on Fri-

day, the three-time Con-
gress chief minister said 
a number of people were 
excluded though their 
names were there in the 
voters’ lists of both 1966 
and 2019.

March 24, 1971, is the 
cut-off date for making a 
legitimate claim to Indi-
an citizenship. “The (vot-

ers’) list was prepared 
by Election Commission 
of India, a constitutional 
body, and so how could 
the names of people in 
it be excluded from the 
NRC,” Gogoi said.

The final NRC has 
been rejected by all polit-
ical parties, social organ-
isations and intellectuals 

of the state, Tarun Gogoi 
said. He also claimed that 
BJP-headed governments 
at the state and the Cen-
tre are contradicting 
each other on the final 
NRC.

State Finance Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
and Assam BJP president 
Ranjit Dass rejected the 

document claiming it 
has anomalies, whereas 
a statement of the Min-
istry of External Affairs 
maintained that the NRC 
update was statutory, 
transparent and a legal 
process, mandated and 
monitored by the Su-
preme Court, the Con-
gress leader said in the 

letter. “The state govern-
ment, if I am not wrong, 
is trying to blame the 
Supreme Court by mak-
ing allegations that they 
had their limitations due 
to the interference of the 
highest court,” he wrote 
to the CJI.

The central govern-
ment, and not the Su-
preme Court, is the im-
plementing authority 
and in “my view it is the 
total failure of the Cen-
tre,” Tarun Gogoi added.

He appealed to the 
CJI to review the matter 
and ensure that genuine 
Indian citizens are “not 
deprived of their dignity 
and right to life and lib-
erty as enshrined in the 
Indian Constitution”.

A total of 3,30,27,661 
people had applied to 
be included in the NRC. 
Of them, 3,11,21,004 
have been included 
in the document and 
19,06,657 excluded.

Parties across the po-
litical divide have called 
the final NRC faulty, with 
some saying they would 
appeal against it in the 
Supreme Court.

arunachal to develop power sector 
with focus on clean energy

Itanagar, Sep 6 (PTI): The 
Arunachal Pradesh gov-
ernment is committed to 
all-round development 
of power sector with em-
phasis on clean energy, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein has said.

Calling upon engi-
neers of the power and 
hydro-power depart-
ments to work in close 
coordination for opti-
mally harnessing the hy-
dro potential of the state, 
the deputy chief minister 
said, all forms of ener-
gy resources should be 
harnessed for developing 
the power sector.

Mein, who also holds 
the power portfolio, was 
speaking to the engi-
neers at a review meet-
ing here on Thursday.

“Improved power 
scenario, evacuation of 
power and transmission 
line projects are of vital 
importance to the state,” 
he said.

Concerted efforts 
have to be made to draw 
maximum power from 
the hydro power stations 
of the state, which would 
help in renewable ener-
gy accreditation, an offi-
cial communiqu said on 
Friday. Highlighting that 

Kambang Small Hydro-
power Project (SHP) has 
to be put to use immedi-
ately, the minister direct-
ed the officers concerned 
to restore the dedicat-
ed 33 KV line within 45 
days. Monsoon fury had 
damaged several trans-
mission lines of the proj-
ect in July.

He also asked the offi-
cers to prepare estimates 
for new projects with 
utmost diligence and im-
prove the transmission 
system so that addition-
al million units could be 
generated from hydro 
projects in the state.

Centre approved Rs 350cr 
for 9th phase of Bru 

repatriation:  Mizoram official
Aizawl, Sep 6 (PTI): 
The Centre has approved 
an amount of Rs 350 
crore for the ninth phase 
of Bru repatriation 
from six relief camps of 
neighbouring Tripura, 
a senior home depart-
ment official said.

The approval came 
during a Joint Monitoring 
Group meeting on Bru 
repatriation, chaired by 
Special Secretary (inter-
nal security), Ministry 
of Home Affairs, AP Ma-
heswari, in Delhi on Fri-
day, Mizoram Home Sec-
retary Lalbiakzama said.

The state had last 
month identified 4,447 
Bru families for the exer-
cise, scheduled to begin 
on October 1, he said.

“The approved 
amount of Rs 350 crore 
would cover transporta-
tion and rehabilitation 
package expenses, which 
includes Rs 5,000 per 
month for each resettled 
Bru family in Mizoram 
and free ration for two 
years,” Lalbiakzama, who 
represented the state 
in the meeting, told PTI 
over phone.

Among others who 
attended Friday’s meet-
ing were senior officials 
of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, representatives 
of home departments 

of Tripura and Mizoram 
and organisations repre-
senting Brus.

The Bru communi-
ty, also called Reangs, is 
among the 21 scheduled 
tribes in the country.

Thousands of Brus 
had fled to Tripura in 
1997 in the wake of 
a communal tension 
triggered by the kill-
ing of a forest guard by 
militants inside Dampa 
Tiger Reserve.

The Centre and the 
governments of Mizoram 
and Tripura have made 
multiple attempts since 
2009 to repatriate the 
Brus to their home state, 
but many refused to re-
turn, citing inadequate 
rehabilitation package.

The government has 
promised to deposit Rs 
4 lakh in the bank ac-
count of every repatri-
ated family. It has also 
assured a sum of Rs 1.5 
lakh as housing assis-
tance, free ration and Rs 
5,000 for other expens-
es for two years.

The first attempt to 
repatriate the Brus in 
November 2009 had fiz-
zled out following the 
murder of a Mizo youth 
at Bungthuam village in 
Mamit district. The mur-
der had also triggered a 
fresh wave of exodus.

Chinese FM wang Yi to 
visit Pakistan, Nepal

kJM VaRMa
Beijing, Sep 6 (PTI): 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi will visit Paki-
stan on Saturday for talks 
with the country’s lead-
ership and to attend the 
China, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan trilateral meeting.

Wang’s visit to Is-
lamabad assumes signif-
icance in the backdrop 
of Pakistan’s attempts to 
ratchet up the Kashmir 
issue after India revoked 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
special status and bifur-
cated it into two union 
territories on August 5.

After Pakistan, Wang 
will visit Nepal for talks 
on bilateral ties, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry 
announced on Friday.

Wang, who is also 
China’s state councillor, 
will visit Pakistan and 
Nepal from September 
7 to 10, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said.

China, an all-weather 
ally of Pakistan, took up 
the Kashmir issue with 
the UN Security Council 
last month. However, a 
closed-door UNSC meet-
ing, in a snub to both Bei-
jing and Islamabad, end-
ed without any outcome 
or statement.

Wang’s visit to Paki-
stan seems to have had 
a negative fallout on his 
planned trip to India next 
week for the 22nd round 
of border talks with In-
dia’s National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval.

Chinese officials 
claimed the visit ran into 
“scheduling issues”.

Wang’s India trip 
could take a while to 
materialise due to the 
stated policy followed 
by New Delhi in recent 
years which discouraged 
high level political and 
diplomatic visits to avoid 
attempts to hyphenate 
India-Pakistan relations.

“China-Pakistan are 
all weather strategic co-
operative partners and 
the two countries en-
joy good relations, with 
frequent high-level ex-
changes and deepening 
mutual cooperation as 
well as coordination in 

regional and internation-
al issues,” Geng said.

“This visit will im-
plement our leaders 
consensus, consolidate 
friendship and mutual 
trust, and promote qual-
ity development of the 
China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor as well as co-
operation in other sectors. 
We will forge a closer unity 
with a shared future be-
tween the two countries,” 
he said. The third China-Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan For-
eign Ministers’ Dialogue in 
Islamabad is being held at 
a time when the US is final-
ising an agreement with the 
Taliban militants to pull out 
troops from Afghanistan, 
raising concern over the 
return of Islamic militant 
groups in the war-torn 
country. China formed the 
trilateral mechanism to 
iron out difference between 
Islamabad and Kabul over 
Afghanistan’s charge that 
Pakistan is supporting the 
Taliban, which is destabilis-
ing the country.

From Pakistan, Wang 
will travel to Nepal where 
China in recent years has 
stepped up investments 
and its influence with 
huge connectivity proj-
ects, reducing India’s in-
fluence in the country.

On Wang’s visit to 
Nepal, Geng said, “Chi-
na and Nepal are com-
prehensive cooperative 
partners with everlasting 
friendship.” “In recent 
years under the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), we 
have stepped up efforts 
to build cross Himalayan, 
all dimensional connec-
tivity network,” he said, 
referring to infrastruc-
ture projects linking Ti-
bet with Nepal.

The two countries are 
also discussing plans to 
extend the Chinese rail-
way network in Tibet to 
Nepal. “Our cooperation 
in all sectors is growing 
rapidly,” Geng said refer-
ring to Nepalese President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari’s re-
cent visit to Beijing during 
which the two countries 
signed the protocol to op-
erationalise transit treaty 
for Nepal to access Chi-
nese ports. 

IAS officer 
resigns, saying 
democracy’s 
building 
blocks being  
compromised
Mangaluru, Sept 6 (PTI): 
A Karnataka IAS offi-
cer resigned on Friday, 
claiming that the funda-
mental building blocks 
of democracy are being 
compromised in an un-
precedented manner, a 
move that immediately 
took on a political colour 
with the Congress seek-
ing to target the NDA 
government on the issue.

Dakshina Kannada 
district Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) S Sasikanth 
Senthil tendered his res-
ignation from the IAS 
and clarified that the 
decision was purely a 
personal one. “I have tak-
en this decision as I feel 
that it is unethical for me 
to continue as a civil ser-
vant in the government 
when the fundamental 
building blocks of our 
diverse democracy are 
being compromised in an 
unprecedented manner”, 
Senthil said in a letter to 
his ‘friends’.

He also said he feels 
strongly that the coming 
days will present extreme-
ly difficult challenges to 
the basic fabric of the na-
tion and that he would 
be better off outside the 
IAS to continue with his 
work at making life better 
for all. “It simply cannot 
be business as usual any-
more,” he remarked.

Meawhile, Congress 
leaders, including Leg-
islative Council member 
Ivan D’Souza and party 
workers staged a protest 
in the Dakshina Kanna-
da district headquar-
ters town of Mangaluru 
against Senthil quitting 
from the IAS. Veteran 
Congress leader M Mal-
likarjun Kharge termed 
the resignation as an “in-
dicator of the way India 
is moving”.

“The democratic val-
ues are in danger and 
things are not happen-
ing according to the con-
stitutional provisions. 
Hence there is dejection.

These IAS officers 
function directly come 
under the Central gov-
ernment. That’s the 
reason that he(Senthil) 
has resigned,” Kharge 
claimed while talking re-
porters. He also alleged 
that institutions like the 
Income Tax, Central Bu-
reau of Investigation, 
Central Vigilance Com-
mission and the judiciary 
were losing their “inde-
pendence” due to the ‘in-
terference’ of the central 
government.

BJP leader and Ru-
ral Development and 
Panchayat Raj Minister 
K S Eshwarappa sought 
“clarity” from Senthilon 
his resignation.

“I want to ask (from 
the officer) in clear 
terms, make your inten-
tions clear.Please don’t 
give confusing state-
ments,” Eshwarappa told 
reporters when his reac-
tion was sought.

“If the officers do not 
cite a clear reason, then 
it will lead to chaos and 
confusion across the 
state”,Eshwarappa said, 
adding, it would also 
damage the reputation of 
the officer.

In the letter, Senthil 
said his decision to re-
sign was in no way con-
nected to anyone or any 
event in his current pro-
file as Deputy Commis-
sioner of Dakshina Kan-
nada district. 

Mamata intervenes to pacify 
Congress and TMC MLAs

Kolkata, Sep 6 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Friday intervened to pac-
ify the MLAs of the ruling 
TMC and the opposition 
Congress, who were at 
loggerheads over a com-
ment by a state minister 
during Question Hour.

Unruly scenes were 
witnessed in the House as 
Congress and TMC MLAs 
trooped to the well and 
exchanged angry words 
during the Question Hour 
after the comment made 
by state Transport minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari did 
not go down well with the 
MLAs of the grand old par-
ty. When Congress MLA 
Pratima Rajak questioned 

Adhikari over alleged cor-
ruption in recruitment of 
drivers and conductors 
in state transport cor-
porations, the minister 
lost his cool and asked 
the Congress MLA 
either to prove her 
charge or apologise be-
fore the House.

Adhikari, who is also 
the TMC’s observer for 
Murshidabad district -a 
stronghold of the Con-
gress- said, in the com-
ing days, the rest of the 
Congress MLAs from 
Murshidabad would join 
the TMC and none of the 
Congress MLAs from the 
district would be able to 
win the 2021 assembly 
polls in the state. 
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Smith underlines greatness with 
Old Trafford double century

Manchester, Sept 6 
(AFP): Steve Smith is on 
course to enjoy one of the 
most productive series 
by any batsman in Test 
history after he marked 
his return to Ashes ac-
tion with a double hun-
dred at Old Trafford. The 
30-year-old’s 211 was 
the centrepiece of Aus-
tralia’s 497-8 declared 
on the second day of the 
fourth Test.

It was his third cen-
tury in four innings this 
series following scores of 
144 and 142 in the open-
er at Edgbaston -- Smith’s 
first Test since complet-
ing a 12-month ball-tam-
pering ban.

If those hundreds 
erased doubts about 
whether he would be 
the same stellar bats-
man after the traumatic 
events during a Test in 
Cape Town that led to 
his being stripped of the 
Australia captaincy and 
a lengthy suspension, 
Thursday’s innings put 
to rest fears of any lin-
gering ill-effects after he 
was concussed by a Jofra 
Archer bouncer.

That blow to his then 
unprotected neck -- he 
is now batting with a 
‘stem guard’ -- during 
the drawn second Test at 
Lord’s saw Smith ruled 
out of England’s dra-
matic one-wicket win at 
Headingley that levelled 
this Ashes at 1-1 with 
two to play.

Even after retiring 
hurt having been felled 
by Archer, Smith still 
came back out to make 

92 -- his lowest score of a 
series where he has now 
scored 589 runs at a co-
lossal average of 147.25.

The most runs ever 
made by an individual in 
a Test series is the 974 
compiled by Australia’s 
Don Bradman, widely 
regarded as the format’s 
greatest batsman, during 
the five matches of the 
1930 Ashes in England.

Vivian Richards holds 
the corresponding record 
for four Tests, posting 
829 runs during West In-
dies 3-0 win in England in 
1976 where the ‘Master 
Blaster’ missed one fixture 
out of five through illness.

Both those marks 
may be beyond Smith.

But if Australia do re-
tain the urn -- and they 
were well-placed at the 
close with England 23-1, 
a deficit of 474 -- this will 
undoubtedly be ‘Smith’s 

Ashes’. Smith is regard-
ed as the best “problem 
solver” in cricket today 
by Australia coach Justin 
Langer, himself a former 
Test batsman.
- ‘PLAYED INTO OUR 
HANDS’-

That quality, as well 
as his unorthodox shuf-
fle across the crease, was 
evident as Smith took ad-
vantage of an unusually 
placid Old Trafford pitch.

“I think and visual-
ise before I play where 
people are likely to bowl 
to me and where I am 
likely to score and try to 
picture fields that are set 
and play things over in 
my mind, where I am go-
ing to get runs and how 
they are looking to get 
me out,” Smith told re-
porters after stumps.

“Then out in the mid-
dle you have to adapt 
to whatever is thrown 

at you.” England, inev-
itably, after Lord’s, re-
peatedly tested Smith 
out with the bouncer. 
But Smith, whose career 
Test batting average of 
64.64 is second only to 
Bradman’s 99.94, reck-
oned England’s quicks, 
with the notable excep-
tion of Stuart Broad, had 
over-done the short stuff.

“I said before the 
game that if they bowl 
a lot at my head then 
they’re not bowling at my 
stumps and trying to get 
me out lbw and caught 
behind the wicket,” he 
explained. “For them to 
go as short as they did 
and as early as they did 
with the new-ball, soft-
ened that ball up and 
played into our hands.”

The third double cen-
tury of Smith’s 67-Test 
career, all of which have 
come against England, 

was not chanceless. Ar-
cher dropped a caught 
and bowled chance when 
Smith was on 65 and 
he had made 118 when 
he nicked Jack Leach to 
slip only to be reprieved 
when a third umpire re-
view revealed the left-
arm spinner had bowled 
a no-ball. “When I saw 
the foot over the line and 
(umpire) Kumar (Dhar-
masena) called me back I 
thought, ‘How good is this! 
I get to keep on batting’.

“Obviously I had 
some luck and I made the 
most of it from there.”

This innings also saw 
Smith extend his own re-
cord with an eighth suc-
cessive Ashes fifty, but he 
was adamant in insisting: 
“It’s never easy.

“You’re playing inter-
national cricket against 
some quality bowlers. I’ll 
never say it’s easy.

Caster Semenya starts ‘new journey’ 
after joining football team

theGuardian
Johannesburg, 06 
Sept: The two-time 
Olympic 800m gold med-
allist Caster Semenya 
appears to be preparing 
for a career outside of 
athletics after joining a 
women’s football club.

The 28-year-old is 
currently appealing 
against a decision by the 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sport which approved 
the IAAF’s introduction 
of a new testosterone lim-
it for female athletes. The 
governing body introduced 
the rule change because it 
argues female athletes with 
differences of sexual devel-
opment (DSD) – such as 
Semenya – have “a compet-
itive advantage”.

Under the rule, all 
athletes with a differ-
ence in sex development 
should reduce their 
blood testosterone to a 
specific level for at least 
six months – and then 
maintain that for the rest 
of their athletic career – 
in order to compete in 
events from 400m to a 
mile. Semenya has re-
mained “steadfast in her 
defiance” to do so and, 
as such, is unable to de-
fend her 800m world 
title in Doha later this 
month without taking 
hormone-suppressing 
drugs. So the South Afri-
can, has started training 
with Gauteng-based JVW 
FC with a view to making 
her debut next season as 
the transfer window is 
currently closed.

“I am grateful for 
this opportunity and I 

appreciate the love and 
support I already get 
from the team,” she told 
the club’s website. “I am 
looking forward to this 
new journey, and hope-
fully I can contribute as 
much as I can to the club.”

Club founder and 
South Africa captain Ja-
nine Van Wyk said: “I 
am absolutely honoured 
that out of all the other 
women’s clubs around 
the world, she has chosen 
JVW as the club where she 
would like to start show-
casing her football skills.

“I welcomed her at 
her first training [ses-
sion] with the team on 
Tuesday and was im-
pressed to see that she 
definitely has all the 
fundamentals.” Semen-

ya is not the first athlete 
to transfer to football – 
100m and 200m Olympic 
champion Usain Bolt did 
the same after retiring 
in 2017, joining Stroms-
godset in Norway prior 
to signing for Australia’s 
Central Coast Mariners. 
However, it proved to be 
short stint in Gosford for 
the sprint icon; he left 
after only eight weeks at 
the club.

Semenya will not be 
registered for the 2019 
SAFA Sasol League, the 
league in which JVW play, 
as the transfer window 
has shut for the current 
season. She will train 
with the team and tar-
get being ready to play 
for them during the 
2020 campaign.

I treat every Test as my last, says Hanuma Vihari
kUShaN SaRkaR
New Delhi, Sep 6 (PTI): Cricketers often 
talk about how a sense of security helps 
their performance but not Hanuma Vi-
hari, who believes in treating every Test 
match as “his last” because it helps him 
be on guard against complacency.

The 25-year-old Andhra batsman 
emerged as the top run-getter with 291 
runs in India’s 2-0 series win over the 
West Indies and vindicated the team 
management’s decision to have him in-
stead of the more stylish Rohit Sharma 
in the playing XI.

“Obviously I am very happy that 
I have done well but I went into this 
tour with a clean slate. I decided to 
take one Test match at a time. For me, 
every Test match is my last. It helps 
me get into a mindset that I have 
nothing to lose and play accordingly,” 
Vihari told PTI in an interview.

Recently, Virat Kohli complimented 
Vihari for his temperament, which the 
skipper feels infuses a sense of calm in 
the dressing room. He called Vihari the 
find of the West Indies tour.

“You can’t ask for anything more if 
the change room has faith in your abil-
ities. That is certainly the best com-
pliment I could have got and coming 
from the skipper himself, it can’t get 
better,” said Vihari, who now has 456 
runs in six Tests, including a hundred 
and three fifties.

But the calm demeanour and steely 
resolve hasn’t come in a day or two but 
around seven years of toiling in the do-
mestic arena.

“It has happened because of the 
years of hard work that I put in at the 
domestic level. Before playing for India, 
I had played nearly 60 first-class games.

“I have faced pressure situations 
at the first-class level. It prepared me 
for bigger challenges. Thanks to the 
Andhra Cricket Association and (chair-
man of selectors) MSK Prasad sir for 
giving me a chance to play for Andhra,” 
said Vihari, whose first-class average of 
60.30 after 75 games, is among the top-
10 of all time.

He feels the USP of his nascent but 
impressive international career so far 
has been his ability to take up challeng-
es head on.

“Opening the batting in Australia 

was more about my mindset. I wasn’t 
a natural opener and that was the 
biggest challenge,” said Vihari, about 
opening in Melbourne, where he blunt-
ed Australia’s new-ball attack, allowing 
Cheteshwar Pujara to consolidate.

“So either I could have just sat and 
sulked that I am being asked to bat in an 
unfamiliar position or just accept the 
challenge and make the best use of the 

opportunity that I was being given. I de-
cided on the second option” he recalled.

When most of his illustrious col-
leagues were playing in the World Cup, 
Vihari was quietly preparing for the 
West Indies tour doing his homework. 
In fact, he reached earlier, led the In-
dia A side and scored a hundred under 
pressure (same innings where Shub-
man Gill scored a double) against 
Windies A. “I would say the India A 
series helped but there is a significant 
gap between A level and international 
cricket, just like the gap is even big-
ger if you take domestic cricket into 
account,” he said.

“The pitch and conditions for the 
A games were very different from the 
Test matches. In Coolidge (Antigua), it 

was much easier to bat on compared to 
St John’s. Even Sabina Park was a tricky 
wicket. It needed a different approach,” 
Vihari added.

He hails from Hyderabad, but Vi-
hari’s style of batting is quite orthodox, 
compared to illustrious predecessors 
like Mohammed Azharuddin and VVS 
Laxman. “I always believed in develop-
ing a compact defensive game. If your 

defensive technique is in place, the 
bowlers at international level will find 
it difficult to dislodge you. Just being 
aggressive will always give bowlers a 
chance,” he explained.

Primarily a front-foot player during 
his initial days in first-class cricket, the 
hallmark of his game has been solid 
back-foot play.

“I have worked on my back-foot 
game which is a must in international 
cricket. On bouncy tracks, a good back-
foot game helps,” he said.

Having reached Hyderabad on Fri-
day morning, Vihari wants to take a 
week’s rest, before getting back to the 
National Cricket Academy (NCA) for 
training in Bengaluru. Asked if he will 
play in the Vijay Hazare Trophy for 

Andhra, he said: “I haven’t yet checked 
the schedule. If the Test team is an-
nounced before the start of Hazare Tro-
phy, I might not play as it won’t make 
much sense playing white-ball cricket if 
I have to play Test matches.”

Life hasn’t exactly been a bed of ros-
es for Vihari, who lost his father at the 
age of 12 but he is grateful for the hard 
lessons he learnt early on.

“I was only 12 years old and my 
elder sister was 14 when we lost our 
father. My mother Vijayalakshmi is a 
homemaker. Those were hard days,” he 
remembered.

“My mother ran the household on 
my father’s pension. Yet, she allowed 
me to pursue my dreams and not for 
once did me or my sister feel that we 
lacked comfort. I still can’t figure out 
how she even managed,” he got a touch 
emotional.

But things have changed since he 
established himself as a first-class play-
er, had his time in IPL and is now slowly 
making a mark in international cricket.

“Now I have built a house in Hy-
derabad. I want my mother to relax,” 
he said.

Serena Williams overwhelms 
Elina Svitolina to reach 

10th US Open final
KEVIN MITCHELL
theGuardian

A spectacular sunset 
settled over Manhat-

tan as Serena Williams, 
reluctant to embrace the 
evening of her own glow-
ing career, blazed again 
to reach the final of the 
US Open, where psychic 
bruises from her melt-
down in losing to Naomi 
Osaka a year ago have 
just about healed.

She beat the fifth seed 
Elina Svitolina, 6-3, 6-1, 
to get there, and there 
was palpable relief in 
her voice when she said 
courtside, “There were 
long games in the first 
set. She’s such a good 
player, two semis in a 
row. This is the biggest 
stadium for tennis on the 
whole planet, and I think 
of it that way. It’s such an 
honour for me and my 
opponent to play here.”

Her 101st win in 
New York equalled Chris 
Evert’s US Open record; 
she also has broken the 
record held by her sister, 
Venus, for the biggest gap 
between first and and 
most recent appearances 
in a slam final: 19 years 
and 362 days. Curiously, 
Williams, who has won 
six titles here, would also 
become the eighth differ-
ent slam champion in as 
many majors – given she 
has not won a tournament 
since becoming a mother 
in September 2017. That 
churn at the top is only 
the fifth time in the Open 
era there have been four 
different champions in the 
same season.

“I don’t think about 
the numbers,” she said. “I 
just come out here and do 

as well as I can. Been here 
for 20 years – and still here.”

Martina Navritolova 
observed of 37-year-old 
Williams, the oldest slam 
winner in the Open era, 
“Her movement here has 
been fantastic, right on 
the money. If you let her 
get set, you’ve got prob-
lems. Her distance per 
point is better than any-
one else’s here. But she 
is more vulnerable at the 
start of a match.” Nerves 
and controversy, certain-
ly, have dogged Williams 
at her home tournament 
down the years, but, with 
glaring exceptions, she 
has mostly prevailed in 
spite them. It did not hap-
pen in 2018 – but even in 
that debacle, there was 
a ticking omen. The only 
other times she has lost 
in finals here – 2001, 
2011 – she bounced back 
to win the following year. 
And here she is again, 
teasing history.

Svitolina is no push-
over for anyone, as Johan-
na Konta discovered in a 
tough loss in the quarters. 
She lost to the eventual 
champions in two slams 
this year: to Osaka in the 
quarters in Melbourne 
and to Simona Halep at 
Wimbledon. Losing to Wil-
liams is never a disgrace, 
however spirit-crushing.

On Wednesday, there 
was no sign of her emo-
tions drowning her, as 
her power and placement 
overcame the game but 
outgunned Ukrainian. 
The power differential 
was most evident on the 
serve: Williams averaging 
108.9mph, with a fast-
est of 119mph, Svitolina 
100.9mph and 109.9mph  
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Allies hail Mugabe, UK 
brands him ‘autocrat’

Chinese FM Wang Yi to visit Pakistan, Nepal
By k J M VaRMa
Beijing, Sep 6 (PTI): 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi will visit Paki-
stan on Saturday for talks 
with the country’s lead-
ership and to attend the 
China, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan trilateral meeting.

Wang’s visit to Is-
lamabad assumes signif-
icance in the backdrop 
of Pakistan’s attempts to 
ratchet up the Kashmir 
issue after India revoked 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
special status and bifur-
cated it into two union 
territories on August 5.

After Pakistan, Wang 
will visit Nepal for talks 
on bilateral ties, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry 
announced on Friday.

Wang, who is also 
China’s state councillor, 
will visit Pakistan and 
Nepal from September 
7 to 10, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said.

China, an all-weather 
ally of Pakistan, took up 
the Kashmir issue with 
the UN Security Council 
last month. However, a 
closed-door UNSC meet-
ing, in a snub to both Bei-
jing and Islamabad, end-
ed without any outcome 
or statement.

Wang’s visit to Paki-
stan seems to have had 
a negative fallout on his 
planned trip to India next 

week for the 22nd round 
of border talks with In-
dia’s National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval.

Chinese officials 
claimed the visit ran into 
“scheduling issues”.

Wang’s India trip 
could take a while to 
materialise due to the 
stated policy followed 
by New Delhi in recent 
years which discouraged 
high level political and 
diplomatic visits to avoid 
attempts to hyphenate 
India-Pakistan relations.

“China-Pakistan are 
all weather strategic co-
operative partners and 
the two countries en-
joy good relations, with 
frequent high-level ex-
changes and deepening 

mutual cooperation as 
well as coordination in 
regional and internation-
al issues,” Geng said.

“This visit will imple-
ment our leaders consen-
sus, consolidate friend-
ship and mutual trust, 
and promote quality de-
velopment of the China 
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor as well as coopera-
tion in other sectors. We 
will forge a closer unity 
with a shared future be-
tween the two countries,” 
he said.

The third China-Af-
g h a n i s t a n - P a k i s t a n 
Foreign Ministers’ Di-
alogue in Islamabad 
is being held at a time 
when the US is finalis-
ing an agreement with 

the Taliban militants to 
pull out troops from Af-
ghanistan, raising con-
cern over the return of 
Islamic militant groups 
in the war-torn country.

China formed the 
trilateral mechanism to 
iron out difference be-
tween Islamabad and 
Kabul over Afghani-
stan’s charge that Paki-
stan is supporting the 
Taliban, which is destabi-
lising the country.

From Pakistan, Wang 
will travel to Nepal where 
China in recent years has 
stepped up investments 
and its influence with 
huge connectivity proj-
ects, reducing India’s in-
fluence in the country.

On Wang’s visit to 

Nepal, Geng said, “Chi-
na and Nepal are com-
prehensive cooperative 
partners with everlast-
ing friendship.”

“In recent years un-
der the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), we have 
stepped up efforts to 
build cross Himalayan, 
all dimensional connec-
tivity network,” he said, 
referring to infrastruc-
ture projects linking Ti-
bet with Nepal.

The two countries 
are also discussing plans 
to extend the Chinese 
railway network in Ti-
bet to Nepal. “Our coop-
eration in all sectors is 
growing rapidly,” Geng 
said referring to Nep-
alese President Bidya 
Devi Bhandari’s recent 
visit to Beijing during 
which the two countries 
signed the protocol to 
operationalise transit 
treaty for Nepal to access 
Chinese ports.

“This visit by State 
Councillor Wang is to 
implement our leaders’ 
consensus and promote 
exchange of cooperation 
as well as all round de-
velopment of bilateral 
relations,” he said.

During his visit, Wang 
will meet with Nepalese 
leaders and hold talks 
with Nepalese Foreign 
Minister Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali, Geng said.

Harare, Sep 6 (AFP): 
Several countries hailed 
Zimbabwe’s late ex-pres-
ident Robert Mugabe on 
Tuesday as a liberation 
hero -- though his fierce 
critic, former colonial 
power Britain, recalled 
the suffering and repres-
sion of his rule.

Here is a selection 
of top world reactions 
to his death on Tuesday 
aged 95.

Mugabe “fought for 
the independence of the 
country from colonial 
rule, and lived most of his 
life in public service,” said 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari of Nigeria, hailing 
him as the “founding fa-
ther” of a nation.

“Mugabe’s sacrifices, 
especially in struggling 
for the political and eco-
nomic emancipation of 
his people, will always be 
remembered by poster-
ity.” “We will remember 
former President Mug-
abe as a man of courage 
who was never afraid to 
fight for what he believed in 
even when it was not pop-
ular,” said Kenya’s President 
Uhuru Kenyatta.

Mwai Kibaki, Kenyan 
president from 2002 
to 2013, said Mugabe’s 
death “marks the end of 

an era in Africa. It clos-
es the chapter of Afri-
ca’s founding presidents 
whose commitment to 
the emancipation of the 
people of Africa remains 
enduringly remarkable.”

“Mugabe was an out-
standing national liber-
ation movement leader 
and politician of Zimba-
bwe,” said Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang.

“Throughout his life, 
he has firmly defended 
the sovereignty of his 
country, opposed for-
eign interference, and 
actively promoted Chi-
na-Zimbabwe and Chi-
na-Africa friendship and 
cooperation.”

“Many important 
dates in Zimbabwe’s 
modern history are tied 
to the name of Robert 
Mugabe. He made a great 
personal contribution to 
the battle for your coun-
try’s independence, to 
the building of Zimba-
bwean state institutions,” 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin said.

“We express our con-
dolences to those who 
mourn Robert Mugabe’s 
death. However, Zimba-
bweans suffered for too 
long as a result of Mug-

abe’s autocratic role,” 
Britain’s foreign ministry 
said in a statement.

In Namibia, which 
cast off South African 
rule in 1990, a decade 
after Zimbabwe won in-
dependence from Brit-
ain, President Hage Ge-
ingob hailed Mugabe as 
a warrior.

“Comrade Robert 
Mugabe (was) an out-
standing revolutionary, a 
tenacious freedom fight-
er and dedicated Pan 
Africanist... President 
Mugabe made enormous 
sacrifices in the struggle 
against injustice and the 
liberation of Southern 
Africa from racist subju-
gation and colonial op-
pression.”

Tanzania’s President 
John Magufuli tweeted 
in Swahili: “Africa loses a 
brave, determined leader, 
an Africanist who turned 
the rejection of colonisa-
tion into action. May God 
let his soul rest in peace.”

“He will be remem-
bered for his fight for Af-
rica’s liberation and fear-
lessly defending the con-
tinent. His place in the 
annals of Africa’s history 
is assured,” said Zambia’s 
President Edgard Lungu 
on Twitter.

Cracks in Saudi-UaE coalition 
risk new war in yemen

Aden (Yemen), Sep 6 (AP): Fight-
ing between their allies in south-
ern Yemen has opened a gaping 
wound in Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates’ coalition 
against the country’s rebels. If they 
can’t fix it, it threatens to tear the 
country apart into even smaller 
warring pieces.

Last week saw a stunning esca-
lation in the turmoil in the south, 
as Emirati warplanes blasted fight-
ers loyal to Yemen’s internation-
ally recognized president, Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi the man the 
coalition is supposed to be trying 
to restore to power.

Dozens were killed, and the 
UAE rubbed salt in the wound by 
calling Hadi’s forces “terrorists.” 
Hadi’s loyalists call the strike a 
“turning point” and accuse the UAE 
of fomenting a coup by its allied 
militias to topple his government 
and seek secession in the south.

In August, the militias overran 
Aden and other southern cities, 
driving out Hadi’s forces in bloody 
fighting. When they tried to ex-
pand into oil-rich Shabwa prov-
ince, the Saudis rushed supplies to 
Hadi’s forces to drive them back.

With US backing, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE launched their coa-
lition in 2015 to fight the Iran-
backed Shiite rebels, known as 
Houthis, who had seized the 
capital, Sanaa, and large parts 
of the country.

The coalition vowed to stop 
what it considers an Iranian 
takeover attempt. The ensuing 
civil war has killed tens of thou-
sands, driven millions from their 
homes, destroyed the country 
and thrown much of the popula-
tion into near starvation.

Yet four years later, the 
Houthis remain in control of 
much of the north, the fight 
against them stalled.

The two Gulf powerhouses 
have had clashing agendas.

The UAE, which abruptly an-
nounced last month that it was 
pulling most of its forces out of Ye-
men, wants its local allies to ensure 
its continued domination over the 
south, Yemeni officials believe.

The UAE also shuns Hadi be-
cause of his links to its nemesis, 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

Saudi Arabia, which backs 
Hadi, fears expansion of Emirati 
control and opposes the south’s 
secession, which would effectively 

enshrine Houthi rule in the north.
Long contained, those agen-

das now risk unraveling the an-
ti-Houthi alliance with bloody con-
sequences on the ground.

The UAE dominates the south 
through the militias it arms and 
finances, which run bases and au-
thorities independent of the gov-
ernment.

In 2017, the militias integrated 
under the Southern Transitional 
Council, or STC, which seeks the re-
turn of the independent state that 
existed in the south until 1990.

In the new eruption of violence, 
the STC denies it seeks immediate 
secession or Hadi’s removal. But it 
demands the purge of “terrorists” 
it says have allied with Hadi, refer-
ring to the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
Yemeni arm, known as the Islah 
Party. The 73-year-old Hadi, mean-
while, leads a weak administration 
that the UAE has largely kept out of 
the south. Opponents deride it as 
the “Hotel Government” because 
his ministers are often found in 
five-star hotels abroad.

Hadi has spent most of the civil 
war in the Saudi capital. When he 
tried to visit Aden in 2017, Emira-
ti officials who control the airport 
prevented him from landing.

But he does have forces on the 
ground.

Among them, his son Nass-
er commands a force named the 
Presidential Guards, armed and 
financed by the Saudis.

Other units are under the de 
facto command of Hadi’s Broth-
erhood-linked vice president, Ali 
Mohsen al-Ahmar. He is a divisive 
figure, accused of recruiting jihad-
is and despised in the south for his 
role in crushing an attempt to re-
gain independence in 1994.

One factor in the Saudi-UAE 
frictions came behind the scenes 
last year.

Two senior Yemeni officials 
told The Associated Press that 
Saudi Arabia forced Hadi’s gov-
ernment to accept a UN-brokered 
truce that halted the UAE-backed 
militias’ offensive to retake Ye-
men’s most important port, Hodei-
da, from the Houthis.

Saudi Arabia feared the Red Sea 
port would be absorbed into the 
Emirates’ expanding zone of con-
trol along with other key southern 
ports it holds, the officials said. 
Like other officials, they spoke on 
condition of anonymity because of 

the delicate relations between the 
government, the UAE and Saudis.

The next sign of trouble came 
in the summer, when the UAE 
began withdrawing most of its 
troops from Yemen. Notably, it 
didn’t inform Saudi Arabia be-
forehand, the two officials said. 
Hadi’s government only found 
out when his prime minister met 
in Abu Dhabi in June with Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed, the UAE’s 
most powerful figure.

Sheikh Mohammed said the 
UAE’s reputation was suffering 
from the Yemen war and blamed 
Islah. Later, the UAE announced 
that the withdrawal aimed to 
boost peace talks with the Houthis.

Hadi’s security agencies 
warned in an internal report ob-
tained by the AP that as early as 
April they tracked STC prepara-
tions to launch a coup. The report 
said militia leaders met with Emi-
rati officials over the plans.

In June, new Emirati shipments 
of armored vehicles, weapons 
and ammunition arrived in Aden 
for the militias, according to the 
officials. The Emiratis assured 
the government that the weap-
ons were solely for the front lines 
against the Houthis. “We were all 
fooled,” one official said.

The militias attacked Hadi’s 
forces in Aden on Aug. 7, routing 
them in days of street clashes. 
Militiamen seized pro-Hadi bases 
around the city, looted the presi-
dential palace and quickly chased 
government troops out of other 
southern cities.

But they went too far when 
they tried to capture Ataq, the 
capital of Shabwa province. The 
city is strategic, giving access to oil 
fields in the south and the desert 
approaches to the Saudi border in 
the north.

Saudi Arabia rushed weapons 
and armored vehicles to Hadi’s 
forces and prevented the Emiratis 
from hitting them with airstrikes, 
according to local tribal leaders 
and two senior politicians.

The militias were driven back. 
Hadi’s forces began a counter-
march, advancing to the gates of 
Aden despite private Saudi warn-
ings for them not to escalate by 
entering the city or approaching 
its airport. There they were hit by 
Emirati airstrikes on August 29, 
killing at least 30 fighters and leav-
ing a trail of burned-out vehicles.

Residents of North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks brace for Dorian

wilmington, Sep 6 (AP): 
After triggering tornadoes 
in South Carolina, Hurri-
cane Dorian was closing 
in for a possible direct hit 
Friday on North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks, a string of 
low-lying islands, even as 
it weakened to a Category 
1 storm.

On Ocracoke Island, 
near the southern end 
of the 320-kilometer 
string of barrier islands 
and spits, about 500 of 
the 1,000 residents have 
stuck around to face the 
storm, said Ann Warner, 
the owner of Howard’s 
Pub on the island.

“The boats are tied 
down. Yards are cleaned 
up. Businesses are 
closed. People are hun-
kered down,” Warner 
said by phone Thursday.

The ferries stopped 
service on Wednesday, 
she noted. “It’s too late 
to leave,” Warner said. 
“If you want to change 
your mind, it’s too late. 
We’re on our own.” Fur-
ther north, Virginia was 
also in harm’s way, and a 
round of evacuations was 
ordered there.

The hurricane ham-
mered the Bahamas with 
295 kph winds, killing 
at least 30 people, but 

swept past Florida at a 
relatively safe distance, 
grazed Georgia, and then 
hugged the South Caroli-
na-North Carolina coast-
line. At least four deaths in 
the Southeast have been 
blamed on the storm.

Twisters spun off by 
Dorian peeled away roofs 
and flipped trailers in 
South Carolina, and more 
than 250,000 homes 
and businesses were left 
without power. Dorian’s 
winds weakened after 
sunset Thursday to 161 
kph, before falling fur-
ther early Friday to 90 
mph (145 kph), making 
it a Category 1 storm.

In coastal Wilm-
ington, North Carolina, 
heavy rain fell horizon-
tally, trees bent in the 
wind and traffic lights 
swayed as the hurricane 
drew near.

Overnight winds 
were expected to cause 
trees and branches to 
fall on power lines, and 
debris could block re-
pair crews from access-
ing damaged lines, said 
Mike Burnette senior 
vice president of Electric 
Cooperatives, a utility 
provider in North Caro-
lina. Customers should 
prepare for prolonged 

power outages, he said.
“We have a long night 

ahead of us. Everyone 
needs to stay in a safe 
place and off the roads 
until the storm passes,” 
North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper said.

About 150 evacu-
ees were camped out at 
Charlotte Motor Speed-
way in North Carolina, 
speedway spokesman 
Scott Cooper said. Les-
lie Lanier, 61, was one 
of those who decided to 
stay behind on Ocracoke 
Island. She boarded up 
her home and bookstore, 
making sure to move the 
volumes higher.

“I think we’re in for a 
great big mess,” said The 
National Hurricane Cen-
ter forecast as much as 
38 centimeters of rain for 
the coastal Carolinas, with 
flash-flooding likely .

On Thursday, Dorian 
swamped roads in histor-
ic downtown of Charles-
ton, South Carolina, and 
knocked down some 150 
trees and toppled power 
lines. Gusts had topped 
129 kph in some areas. 
The port city of hand-
some antebellum homes 
sits on a peninsula that 
is prone to flooding even 
from ordinary storms. 

US states 
announce 
antitrust probe 
of Facebook
washington, Sep 6 (AFP): 
A coalition of US state 
officials announced Fri-
day they had launched an 
antitrust investigation of 
Facebook to determine 
if the social media giant 
“has stifled competition 
and put users at risk.”

New York state Attor-
ney General Letitia James 
released a statement 
announcing the action 
on behalf of seven other 
states and the District of 
Columbia.

The move marks the 
first official US antitrust 
action against one of 
the so-called Big Tech 
companies -- although 
a landmark case had tar-
geted Microsoft back in 
the 1990s.

“Even the largest so-
cial media platform in 
the world must follow 
the law and respect con-
sumers,” James said.

“We will use every 
investigative tool at our 
disposal to determine 
whether Facebook’s ac-
tions may have endan-
gered consumer data, 
reduced the quality of 
consumers’ choices, or 
increased the price of ad-
vertising.”

Joining the action 
were attorneys gener-
al of Colorado, Florida, 
Iowa, Nebraska, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Tennes-
see, according to James.

Earlier this year, the 
US Justice Department 
said it would launch a 
“review” of major on-
line platforms to deter-
mine if they have stifled 
innovation or reduced 
competition.

It was not immedi-
ately clear if the states 
would be working in co-
ordination with federal 
officials.

Facebook, by far the 
largest social network, 
in the past has claimed 
it is not a monopoly and 
that consumers have 
many choices for how 
to connect with people 
online.
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FURRY INDEED! The actress, Selena Gomez was 
out and about with her new furry friend in Los Angeles 
while visiting a friend.

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA
t

H
E

 D
a

Y
 a

H
E

a
D

the BIG
PIC

Aries: This is a time of wish ful-
filment. Get ready to receive exactly 
what you asked for, in the format you 
desire. Such is the power of manifes-
tation. For some, this could be a time 
or completing a significant journey. 
Ready to share your masterpiece with 
the world? Remember, perfection is 
but an illusion.
Tip: This is a time or completion and fruition.
TAurus: Putting food on the table 
is paramount. But do you really need 
to lose you mental peace and sanity to 
create a stable life? Beware, Taurus. 
You could be holding on to a false 
sense of security. Where does your 
true happiness lie? 
Tip: The Universe is supplying all of 
your needs.
Gemini: You are closer to your des-
tination than you can imagine. Contin-
ue to wrap up your projects and meet 

your deadlines. Spend some time 
at the end of the day to review your 
progress and adjust the sails. Clearly 
envision the port you want to dock 
and speed away. New possibilities are 
opening up right this minute.
Tip: Envision your destination and set sail.
CAnCer: Even though the change 
seems frightening, you’re being asked 
to roll with it. Resisting it will feel a 
lot like rowing upstream without a 
paddle—impossible and exhausting 
all the same. You’ve survived a hun-
dred per cent of your bad days.  
Tip: Embrace the winds of change.
Leo: There is no harm in mixing 
business with pleasure, especially if 
it opens the doorway to more busi-
ness and pleasure. Your wit and charm 
know no bounds today. 
Tip: A successful partnership is on the 
cards for some.

VirGo: The law of attraction works 
in mysterious ways, Virgo. Be cogni-
sant of the signs and synchronicities, 
especially if you’ve been wanting to 
work in partnership with somebody. 
You will know if this association is 
worth your time and effort. On a side 
note, have you checked in with your 
body lately? 
Tip: A blessed partnership is on the 
cards.
LibrA: Oh, the perils of microman-
aging. See how and where you need 
to detach. This will help you focus on 
what’s really important and put your 
best work out. Thinking about ex-
panding the team to take the load off?
Tip: It’s to curate an A-team.
sCorpio: Life is a giant ferris 
wheel and you’re on the top of it, 
Scorpio. Expect many breakthroughs 
today. The blocks that were standing 

in your way will now get cleared up. 
Keep an eye out for signs and syn-
chronicities as you go about your day.
Tip: The blocks are getting cleared.
sAGiTTArius: Yes, you deserve 
to be where you are today. Kiss good-
bye to the demons. Replace fear and 
self-doubt with love. Remember there 
is a reason you were chosen for this 
sacred mission. What you do need to 
be mindful of, however, is that there is 
a lot more to learn.
Tip: Put in the work.
CApriCorn: This ie period of ma-
jor movement, Capricorn. The blocks 
that previously held you back are now 
being cleared. Does that mean you 
will face no challenges whatsoever? 
No, it just means that your will to win 
is stronger. Remember, haters are go-
ing to hate, especially when they see 
you moving closer to the final destina-

tion. Don’t let that be the reason you 
take your sparkle down a notch.
Tip: Let the will to win be strong.
AquArius: Writer’s block, what? 
Here’s a simple exercise to get your 
creative juices flowing: take a piece of 
paper and start journaling the thoughts 
that come to you. No stopping. No 
editing. Revisit the copy with a fresh 
mind. You’ll find that some of the 
ideas you’ve channelled are pure gold. 
Tip: Give free writing a thought.
pisCes: This is a time or movement 
and progression. Major news is on its 
way to you, and it could permanently 
change the game. Be sure to ground 
your energy, Pisces. This will help you 
stay focused despite the endless to-do 
list. For some, a major business trip 
may be on the cards. Put your best suit 
on as you board the flight. 
Tip: Things are finally picking up pace.

Eddie Murphy to go on stand-
up comedy tour in 2020

Jeremy Renner closes down 
app due to trolls, impersonators

John abraham’s ‘pagalpanti’ vacates nov 8 release 
date, makes way for solo debut of ‘Marjaavaan’

Milo Ventimiglia to play star 
stuntman Evel Knievel in new series

tannishtha chatterjee’s 
directorial debut ‘roam 
rome Mein’ to premiere 

at busan film festival
Mumbai, Sep 6 (PTI): Actor Tannishtha Chat-
terjee’s directorial debut “Roam Rome Mein” 
will have its world premiere at the Busan In-
ternational Film Festival.

The movie, which features Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui in the lead, will be screened under ‘A 
Window on Asian Cinema’ section.

In a statement, Tannishtha, who also fea-
tures in the film, said, “Nawaz and I had ‘Dekh 
Indian Circus’ in Busan a few years back. That 
film won both of us a National award. In the 
last few years I’ve had many films in Busan as 
an actor but each time something came up and 
I never could make it to the festival.

“So, this is a very special moment where I 
am doing the world premiere of my debut film 
in a festival which I have always wanted to go. 
I love Korean cinema, I love Korean food and 
I am really looking forward to premiering the 
film in Busan,” she added.

“Roam Rome Mein”, a psychological dra-
ma, also features Valentina Corti, Isha Talwar, 
Francesco Apolloni, UrBano Barberini, Pame-
la Villoresi, Andrea Scarduzio. Produced Ravi 
Walia said, “Tannishtha is such a fine actress 
and I always felt she would make a really good 
director one day. She has proved my judge-
ment right. I am so glad that ‘Roam Rome 
Mein’ is going to premiere at Busan, one of the 
most prestigious film festivals in the world.”

Besides “Roam Rome Mein”, a number of 
films will be screened at the festival, includ-
ing Gitanjali Rao’s animated feature “Bombay 
Rose”, Suman Ghosh’s “Aadhaar”, Gurvinder 
Singh’s “Bitter Chestnut”, Alankrita Shrivastava’s 
“Dolly Kitty Aur Woh Chamakte Sitare” and Lijo 
Jose Pellissery’s “Jallikattu”, among others. The 
24th edition of Busan International Film Festival 
will take place from October 3 to 12.

Mumbai, Sep 6 (PTI): John Abraham, 
whose upcoming comedy “Pagalpanti” 
was also set to release on November 8, 
has postponed his film to avoid a clash 
with Sidharth Malhotra and Riteish 
Deshmukh-starrer “Marjaavaan”.

Directed by Milap Milan Zaveri, 
“Marjaavaan” will now hit the theatres 
countrywide on November 
8 instead of November 22, 
which has now been taken by 
John’s “Pagalpanti”.

“Marjaavaan” has been 
produced by Bhushan Ku-
mar, Divya Khosla Kumar, 
Krishan Kumar, Monisha Ad-
vani, Madhu Bhojwani and 
Nikkhil Advani.

John has frequently col-
laborated with Nikkhil, most 
recent being last month’s 
“Batla House”, and Milap, who 
directed him in films such as 
“Shootout at Wadala” and 
“Satyameva Jayate”.

“’Marjaavaan’ will bene-
fit from a solo window and 
Bhushan (Kumar) agreed 
with me. Milap is a grounded boy and 
wonderful writer while Nikkhil is a 
good, solid man for whom friendship is 
non-negotiable.

“I have worked with directors who 
have moved on, but Nikkhil understands 
loyalty and will work with you irrespec-
tive of how a film fares. It’s important for 
all of us that ‘Marjaavaan’ sets the box 
office on fire,” John said in a statement.

Milap said he is grateful to John, call-
ing him a “hero”.

“Even though he isn’t part of ‘Mar-

jaavaan’ I know he wants the best for 
me. Hence I went across nervously to 
show him the trailer for his opinion. And 
I was so delighted that he loved it tre-
mendously. He found it very powerful, 
massy and commercial.

“So much so that when I casually told 
him I wish ‘Marjaavaan’ could have a 

solo release he instantly offered to shift 
the release of Pagalpanti and allow us to 
come solo on November 8. Only a true 
friend would do such a magnanimous 
and amazing gesture,” the director said.

Nikkhil said he is “extremely grate-
ful” to John and “Pagalpanti” team for 
moving their film from the release date.

“Milap and his team have done a 
super job bringing this emotional love 
story to life and I’m sure that with this 
added advantage of clean release date 
the audiences will be in for the treat that 

is expected from the Riteish-Sidharth 
clash and Milap’s staple dialoguebaazi 
combined with masala maar dhaad,” 
he added. Bhushan Kumar said, “John 
has become a family to both T-Series 
and Emmay. ‘Marjaavaan’ is a complete 
commercial action drama that deserves 
a good weekend. We are grateful John 

agreed on swapping ‘Marjaavaan’ and 
‘Pagalpanti’ release dates.”

“Marjaavaan” was originally set to 
release on October 2 but got delayed 
to pending work on film’s VFX. Besides 
Sidharth and Riteish, the film also fea-
tures Tara Sutaria and Rakul Preet.

“Pagalpanti”, directed by Anees Ba-
zmee and also starring Anil Kapoor, Ilea-
na D’Cruz, Arshad Warsi and Saurabh 
Shukla, among others, will compete 
against Ayushmann Khurrana’s “Bala” 
on November 22 release date.

Los Angeles, Sep 6 (PTI): Plagued 
by trolls and impersonators, actor 
Jeremy Renner has decided to shut 
down his app that he launched two 
years ago so that he could connect 
with his fans.

In a good-bye message posted 
on the ‘Jeremy Renner App’, the 
“Avengers: Endgame” star said the 
application has “jumped the shark” 
as it got infested with trolls who 
have been impersonating him to 
contact others.

“The app has jumped the shark. 
Literally. Due to clever individuals 
that were able to manipulate ways 
to impersonate me and others with-
in the app, I have asked EXCAPEX, 
the company that runs this app to 
shut it down immediately and re-

fund anyone who has purchased 
and stars over the last 90 days.

“What was supposed to be a 
place for fans to connect with each 
other has turned into a place that 
is everything I detest and can’t or 
won’t condone,” Renner wrote.

The 48-year-old actor offered 
his “sincere apologies” since the 
app did not “turned out the way it 
was intended”. He further said he 
will keep on interacting with his 
fans through social media.

“To all the super-fans who have 
supported me with your words or 
encouragement, amazing art, sto-
ries, and time shared on the app, 
a genuine thank you and I hope to 
see you on Instagram, Twitter, You-
Tube, and Facebook,” Renner said.

Los Angeles, Sep 6 (PTI): “This 
Is Us” star Milo Ventimiglia will be 
portraying legendary American 
daredevil Evel Knievel in a new lim-
ited series.

The show recently 
received a series order 
from USA Network. It 
hails from McG’s Won-
derland Sound & Vi-
sion, Universal Content 
Productions and Atlas 
Entertainment, report-
ed Deadline.

The story, written 
by Etan Frankel, chronicles Kniev-
el as he prepares for his greatest 
death-defying feat -- the legendary 
Snake River Canyon jump in 1974. 

The series has been described as a 
portrait of a complex man living the 
American dream, juggling meteoric 
celebrity and raising a family and 

the very real probability 
that his next jump will 
kill him. Ventimiglia and 
Frankel will also execu-
tive produce alongside 
Mary Viola, Steven Bel-
lo, Alex Gartner, Charles 
Roven and Topher 
Rhys-Lawrence.

The actor’s produc-
ing partner, Russ Cun-

diff, will co-executive produce via 
the duo’s DiVide Pictures.

The yet-untitled project is set to 
begin production in 2020.

Los Angeles, Sep 6 (PTI): Actor-comedian 
Eddie Murphy has announced that he will be 
embarking on a stand-up tour next year.

The 58-year-old actor shared the news 
during his appearance on Netflix podcast 
Present Company.

“Next year, in 2020, 
I’m going to go on the 
road and do some stand-
up,” Murphy said.

The actor recently 
confirmed that he will be 
hosting the December 21 
episode of popular show 
“Saturday Night Live”.

He said the new tour 
will commence after his 
stint at “SNL”, according to 
The Hollywood Reporter.

Asked whether he is 
nervous about the tour, 
Murphy said, “No... When 
I think about doing stand-
up, this is the perfect 
analogy: When you go to 
the pool and the water is cold, freezing, and 
you go, ‘Ah, the water’s fucking cold’ before 
you jump in, that’s how I feel with stand-up. 
It’s that feeling of ooh, it’s going to be freezing 

when you first jump in.”
“That’s not nervous or scared; that’s just I 

know the water is cold,” he added.
Murphy, meanwhile, will next star in 

“Dolemite Is My Name”. It features the actor 

as filmmaker Rudy Ray Moore, best known 
for portraying the character of Dolemite in 
both his stand-up routine and a series of blax-
ploitation films.


