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Nathula trade resumes

Gangtok, 02 May (IPR): 
The 14th episode of In-
do-China Border Trade re-
sumed trade and opened 
on Wednesday. The event 
included welcoming of of-
ficials and traders of both 
sides at the Gate. 

A team of officials 

headed by Principal 
Secretary, Dr Thomas 
Chandy including senior 
officers of Commerce and 
Industries Department 
and other State Depart-
ments as well as Central 
agencies were present on 
the occasion.

The trade takes place 
from 01 May to 30 No-
vember, 2019 each year 
and is operational for 
four days a week i.e. from 
Monday to Thursday.

Last year the value of 
trade for exports was Rs 
45.03 crore and for im-

port, Rs 3.23 crore. 
Major items of export 

are; Wheat Flour, Dal-
da, Biscuit, Utensils and 
Copper Items. The ma-
jor items imported are; 
Readymade Garments, 
Carpet, Blanket, Shoes 
and China Clay.

Sikkim’s Rahul Gurung wins International Open Chess Tournament
SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 02 May:

Rahul Gurung has add-
ed another feather to 

his cap by emerging as 
the champion of the 3rd 
Thechambu Yangwarak 
International Open Chess 
Tournament, 2019 held 
from 22 to 29 April at 
Taplejung in Nepal. He has 
been awarded with the 
cash prize of Rs 50,000 
along with the winning tro-
phy. He is also the current 
North East champion.

Team of 11-member 

Sikkim Chess Associa-
tion had participated in 
this international chess 
championship. Sikkim 
players have returned af-
ter an impressive perfor-
mance in the tournament.

Rohit Gurung stood 
on the fourth position 
in the tournament and 
received cash prize of 
Rs 30,000. Likewise, 
Thendup Tamang fin-
ished the tournament on 
the sixth position and got 
cash prize of Rs 25,000 
and Rakesh Gurung on 

the ninth position and 
awarded with cash prize 
of Rs 16,000.

In Elo Rating from 
1000 to 1500 rating cat-
egory, Rick Gupta got the 
first prize and also im-
proved 187 rating in the 
tournament. In unrated 
category, Prashant Nepali 
received the third prize.

Interestingly, other 
members of SCA have 
shown impressive per-
formance and got the 
FIDE rating in this tour-
nament. The new FIDE 

rated players from Sik-
kim are Abhiraj Parajuli, 
Abhiral Sharma, Arad-
hya Raj Pokhrel, Ra-
hul Chettri and Sherap 
Nima Tamang.

SCA general secre-
tary, Mahendra Dhakal 
congratulated the entire 
team for their impressive 
performance in this in-
ternational tournament. 
He stated that it is a big 
achievement that Rahul 
Gurung emerged as the 
champion of the tourna-
ment and other players 

were also able to finish 
the tournament in good 
positions. 

He also congratulat-
ed others for improving 
their rating and for be-
coming rated players in 
this tournament.

“It is a big achieve-
ment and proud mo-
ment for us that Sikkim 
has been dominating in 
chess in the North-East-
ern region, North Ben-
gal and even in Nepal in 
a very short time,” Mr 
Dhakal said.

North meets for monsoon 
preparedness and coordination

Mangan, 02 May (IPR): 
District Magistrate, 
North, Raj Yadav, con-
vened a monsoon pre-
paredness-cum-coordi-
nation meeting with the 
SDMs, Revenue Officers, 
Head Surveyors and As-
sistant Revenue survey-
ors of the district today.

At the meeting, the 
DM explained the Gram 
Panchayat Disaster 
Management Plan and 
directed all the field 
officers to prepare the 
disaster management 
plans in their respective 
areas as well.

He stated that every 
incident/ disaster must 
be informed to the con-

cerned authority at the 
earliest either through 
WhatsApp or SMS. Dis-
bursement of ex-gratia 
cheques should be done 
immediately to the af-
fected families and an 
inspection report sub-
mitted in proper format. 

The DM appraised 
the participants that 
proper documentation 
of every disaster should 
be maintained in the 
respective sub-division 
office which should 
maintain a minimum 
balance of Rs 5 lakh as 
ex-gratia fund. After 
exhaustion of ex-gratia 
fund, the paid vouchers 
should be submitted to 

district collectorate of-
fice for reimbursement.

Also during the meet-
ing, concerned officials 
for the revenue collec-
tion were directed to col-
lect the pending revenue 
by 30 June, 2019. The 
meeting also discussed 
the condition of various 
village level revenue of-
fices and it was decided 
that minor repairs will 
be initiated after submis-
sion of the estimate by 
the concerned SDMs. 

The next monsoon 
preparedness meeting 
with HoDs, representa-
tives of Army, GREF and 
Hydel project is sched-
uled for  09 May.

Around 10,000 villages, 52 
towns to be hit by cyclone ‘Fani’

Girls outshine boys yet again in class 12 results; 
Hansika Shukla, Karishma Arora bag top rank

SC asks EC to 
decide on plea 
to advance poll 
timing to 5AM
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday asked the 
Election Commission to 
decide on a plea seeking 
to advance the voting 
timing to 5 am for the 
remaining phases of the 
Lok Sabha election due to 
heat waves and Ramzan.

A petition in this re-
gard was mentioned for 
urgent hearing before a 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi. The bench, also 
comprising Justices Deep-
ak Gupta and Sanjiv Khan-
na, took the petition on 
board and asked the coun-
sel appearing for the Elec-
tion Commission to take a 
decision on the issue.

The petition, filed by 
advocates Mohammed 
Nizamuddin Pasha and 
Asad Hayat, said they had 
given a representation to 
the Election Commission 
on Monday in this regard, 
but the poll panel has not 
responded to it.

“The petitioners pray 
for a direction to the 
Election Commission of 
India to extend the poll-
ing hours during the fifth, 
sixth and seventh phases 
of the ongoing general 
election, 2019 on May 6, 
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Facing staff 
crunch, FIU to 
hire analysts 
on contract
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 
Grappling with ‘serious’ 
manpower shortage, the 
Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU) has decided to 
hire analysts on contract 
basis to further its effort 
in checking tax evasion, 
terror financing and oth-
er such wrong doings, 
according to an official 
order. A proposal seeking 
engagement of the ana-
lysts has been shared by 
the FIU with the Person-
nel Ministry which has in 
turn forwarded it to all 
central government or-
ganisations.

Superannuated em-
ployees of the central 
government of a partic-
ular pay-band are eligi-
ble to apply, the official 
order said. The FIU, the 
country’s elite financial 
intelligence agency, has 
been hiring services of 
retired government em-
ployees as consultants 
depending on exigencies 
of workloads.

The FIU-India was es-
tablished through a 2004 
order for coordinating 
and strengthening efforts 
of national and interna-
tional intelligence, inves-
tigation and enforcement 
agencies in combating 
money laundering and 
terrorist financing.

The core function 
of the FIU is to perform 
analysis, both tactical and 
strategic, of information 
received from the report-
ing entities of the finan-
cial sector and provide 
actionable intelligence to 
the relevant agencies for 
investigation. As many as 
five posts of consultants 
(analysts) will be filled 
up on contract basis.

Upon selection, they 
would study emerging, 
continuing and declining 
trends and typologies 
of predicate crimes and 
tax evasion methods and 
techniques and pass on 
the relevant red flag in-
dicators to the reporting 
entities to spot suspi-
cious transactions, the 
scope of work said.

They will also main-
tain relationship with 
and processing of refer-
ences received from law 
enforcement/intelligence 
agencies /foreign FIUs, 
it said. These analysts 
would process and anal-
yse reports for dissemi-
nation to law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies 
and understand money 
laundering/terrorist fi-
nancing vulnerabilities of 
the product, service and 
delivery mechanism of 
different entities in the fi-
nancial sector.

The move assumes 
significance as the FIU 
is grappling with a “se-
rious” problem of man-
power shortage. As per 
official data, the agency 
has been functioning on 
less than half of sanctioned 
strength of 75 in the latest 
recorded year of 2017-18 
and the trend trails back up 
to the year 2011-12. 

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI) 
An estimated 10,000 vil-
lages and 52 towns in 
Odisha will be hit by the 
‘extremely severe’ cy-
clonic storm ‘Fani’, which 
is approaching India’s 
eastern coast and is ex-
pected to make landfall 
south of Puri on Friday, 
the home ministry said.

A total of 11.5 lakh 
people in Odisha will 
have to be moved to saf-
er areas. Of them about 
3.3 lakh people have 
already been shifted. 
Flight operations from 
Bhubaneswar will re-
main suspended from 
Thursday midnight and 
from Kolkata from Friday 
morning, and will be re-
sumed as soon the condi-
tions improve.

The Odisha govern-
ment has conveyed to the 
National Crisis Manage-
ment Committee (NCMC), 
the country’s top body 
for handling emergency 
situations, on Thursday 
that 10,000 villages and 
52 towns in nine districts 
will be affected, a home 
ministry statement said 
after a meeting of the 
NCMC, which was headed 
by Cabinet Secretary P K 
Sinha. Action on evacua-

tion is already being taken 
by the Odisha govern-
ment and around 900 
cyclone shelters have 
been made ready to 
house the evacuees.

The storm is likely to 
impact Odisha’s coastal 
districts Ganjam, Gajapa-
ti, Khurda, Puri, Jagats-
inghpur, Kendrapara, 
Bhadrak, Jajpur and Bal-
asore. In West Bengal, 

it will affect districts of 
East and West Medini-
pur, South and North 24 
Parganas, Howrah, Hoo-
gly, Jhargram besides the 
Kolkata city. In Andhra 
Pradesh, the cyclone is 
likely to hit Srikakulam, 
Vizianagaram and Vi-
sakhapatnam districts.

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) 
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New Delhi, May 2 
(PTI): Girls outshone 
boys in the class 12 CBSE 
examination, the results 
of which where declared 
Thursday way ahead of 
schedule, with Ghazia-
bad’s Hansika Shukla 
and Muzaffarnagar’s 
Karishma Arora sharing 
the top rank with 499 
out of 500 marks. Girls 
have a pass percentage 
of 88.70, which is 9 per-
centage points more 
than that of boys’ 79.40 
per cent. Transgenders 
have a pass percentage of 
83.3 per cent, according 
to officials of the Central 
Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE).

In a first, the board 
announced the class 12 
results for all the 10 re-
gions within 28 days of 
the last date of the ex-
amination. Usually, the 
results are announced by 
third week of May.

According to the 
board officials, the re-
sults were announced 
earlier to ensure that 

they are available before 
undergraduate admis-
sion process begins in 
universities to avoid any 
hassle to students.

As the results were 
announced, the board’s 
server crashed for a 
while, leaving parents 
and students restless.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi congratulat-
ed the students on clear-
ing the exams.

“Congratulations to 
all my young friends who 
have successfully passed 
the CBSE Class XII exam-
inations. My best wish-
es to them for their en-
deavours. Kudos also to 
their parents and teach-
ers for the valuable sup-
port,” he tweeted.

Union HRD Minister 
spoke to the toppers and 
congratulated them on 
their success.

“I have spoken to the 
toppers and congratulat-
ed them on their success. 
I congratulate all stu-
dents who have cleared 
the exam and those who 

could not make it, they 
should not get demoti-
vated and work harder 
for next attempts,” he said. 
The board’s Thiruvanan-
thapuram region has the 
highest pass percentage at 
98.20 followed by Chennai 
at 92.93 per cent and Del-
hi at 91.87 per cent.

The pass percentage 
in Delhi has improved 
from last year’s 89 per 
cent. Foreign schools af-
filiated to the CBSE have 
also improved their pass 
percentage from 94.94 to 
95.43 per cent.

A total 12.05 lakh 
candidates had appeared 
for the examination and 
an increase of 0.39 per 
cent in the pass percent-
age has been registered. 
Students from 12,441 
schools had appeared for 
the exam at 4627 centres.

Kendriya Vidyalayas 
have achieved the best 
pass percentage at 98.54 
per cent followed by 
Navodaya Vidyalyas at 
96.62 per cent.
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has warned of storm surge of about 1.5 metre 
height which may inundate low-lying coastal areas of 
Ganjam, Khurda, Puri and Jagatsinghpur districts of 
Odisha at the time of landfall.

“Arrangements have been made to warn people of 
the impending cyclone through announcements over 
public address systems, mass SMS and local media. 
Teams of NDRF and ODRAF have been put in place,” 
the statement said.

During the NCMC meeting, the cabinet secretary 
reviewed the preparedness of the states and the cen-
tral ministries and agencies concerned to deal with 
the situation arising out of the cyclonic storm.

The Civil Aviation Ministry has informed the NCMC 
that flight operations from Bhubaneswar will be sus-
pended from May 2 midnight and operations from 
Kolkata will remain suspended from the morning of 
May 3, and resumed as soon the conditions improve. 
The railways have already suspended operations of 
trains in Odisha, the MHA statement said.

Reviewing the preparedness of the state and cen-
tral agencies, the cabinet secretary directed officials 
that people from vulnerable areas be moved to safer 
places, cyclone shelters and provision for essential 
food, drinking water and medicines be made.

Sinha also directed establishment of a central toll-
free helpline for the public. He also asked the central 
ministries to set up control rooms to coordinate res-
cue and relief operations and advised all concerned to 
make adequate preparations to ensure maintenance 
of essential services in the event of damages caused 
to them.

The Power Ministry has made arrangements to re-
store power supply in affected areas with least down-
time. The Drinking Water and Sanitation Ministry has 
made arrangements to move additional water sup-
plies in the affected areas and is keeping in readiness 
packaged drinking water.

The Ministry of Food Processing Industries is 
keeping in readiness packaged ready-to-eat food.

The Health Ministry has mobilised emergency 
medical teams, medicines and also coordinated with 
the Red Cross to provide assistance. It has kept ready 
17 public health response teams and five quick re-
sponse medical teams with emergency drugs.

The Department of Telecommunication has is-
sued orders to all operators to allow free SMS for 
cyclone-related messages and inter-operability of 
mobile networks by other operators. The Petroleum 
Ministry has ensured availability of sufficient petro-
leum and oil in the affected areas.

The Indian Coast Guard and the Indian Navy have 
deployed ships and helicopters for relief and rescue 
operations while the Indian Army and the Indian Air 
Force units in the three states have also been put on 
standby. The Ministry of Shipping has disengaged all 
ships at Paradip Port and has deployed emergency 
vessels (Tugs).

The IMD has been issuing hourly bulletins with 
latest forecast to all the states concerned. The home 
ministry is also in continuous touch with the state 
governments and the central agencies concerned.

Top officials of Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West 
Bengal participated in the NCMC meeting through 
video conference. Senior officers from the ministries 
of home, shipping, civil aviation, railways, petroleum, 
power, telecommunications, defence, drinking water 
and sanitation, food pocessing, health, IMD, NDMA 
and NDRF also attended the meeting.

Around 10,000...

While 17,693 students scored above 95 per cent, 
94,299 students scored between 90-95 per cent 
marks. A total of 99,207 students have been placed in 
compartment.

Rishikesh’s Gaurangi Chawala, Raebareli’s Aish-
warya and Bhavya from Jind have bagged the second 
rank, scoring 498 out of 500 marks.

Neeraj Jindal and Mehak Talwar from Delhi are 
among 18 students to rank third in the exams.

Among others bagging the third rank are Ayushi 
Upadhyay (Lucknow), Rubani Cheema (Haryana), 
Vanshika Bhagat (Meerut), Parth Saini (Solan), Anan-
ya Goel (Meerut), Dishank Jindal (Chandigarh), Divya 
Agarwal (Meerut), Shreya Pandey (Haldwani), Garima 
Sharma (Noida), Piyush Kumar Jha (Dehradun), Iba-
dat Singh Bakshi (Noida), Tisha Gupta (Rajasthan) 
and G Khartik Balaji from Chennai.

Ghaziabad’s Aishna Jain, Arpit Maheshwari and 
Pragya Kharkwal, have also bagged the third rank 
with 497 out of 500 marks.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s son Pulkit 
Kejriwal scored 96.4 per cent and Union Minister Sm-
riti Irani’s son Zohr Irani secured 91 per cent marks.

Girls outshine...

May 12 and May 19, respectively, by 2-2.5 hours so 
as to commence at 4:30/5 AM (instead of the notified 
time of 7 AM) on account of the unprecedented heat 
waves prevailing in several parts of the country and 
the onset of the holy month of Ramzan,” the plea said.

SC asks EC...

Storytelling session held at Namchi Blind School  
REBYNA RANA
Namchi, 02 May:

An interactive story-
telling session was 

conducted by filmmaker/
storyteller, Minket Lepcha 
for visually challenged 
children of Jawaharlal 
Nehru Memorial Institute 
(Blind School), Namchi. 
The session aimed at en-
couraging creativity, imag-
ination and confidence in 
the children. 

Ms Lepcha, who hails 
from Darjeeling, has been 
telling stories to create 
awareness about the en-
vironment. The session 
with visually challenged 
children was held on the 
topic River Teesta. 

Later, the visual-

ly challenged children 
were divided into teams 
who had to share their 
favorite phrases inspired 
by River Teesta folklore 

during the session. 
President for National 

Association for the Blind, Sik-
kim Branch, Rajesh Verma, 
said that the storytelling ses-

sion with the visually chal-
lenged children was useful. 

They had a learning 
experience and came to 
know about the impor-

tance of the river Teesta, 
said Mr Verma. 

He informed that at pres-
ent there are 28 children in 
the School [Jawaharlal Nehru 

Memorial Institute].
National Associa-

tion for the Blind, Sikkim 
Branch was established 
under the auspices of the 
NAB India. This voluntary 
association was constitut-
ed for the welfare, training 
and rehabilitation of the 
visually challenged chil-
dren of the state in the 
absence of any other such 
organisation.

The objective of this In-
stitute is to educate visually 
handicapped children and 
make them self-reliant by 
imparting academic and 
vocational training. 

This institute has giv-
en a new meaning and 
hope to these children, 
said Mr Verma.

Awareness on organic vegetable 
production at Navey Shotak

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 02 May:

ICAR-National Organ-
ic Farming Research 

Institute, Tadong, Gang-
tok organized Frontline 
Demonstration cum 
Skill Development Pro-
gram on Organic Vege-
table Production for the 
progressive farmers of 
Navey Shotak GPU, East 
Sikkim on 01 May in 
order to create aware-
ness and self-reliance in 
organic vegetable crop 
production under All 
India Coordinated Re-
search Project on Plasti-
culture Engineering and 
Technology under the 
guidance and leader-
ship of Joint Director, Dr 
RK Avasthe, ICAR–NOF-
RI, Tadong. 

As per a press re-
lease, 43 progressive 
farmers participated 
in the program. During 
the program, untreated 
vegetable seeds, organic 
pesticides, bio-fertilizer 
and plastics for construc-
tion of low cost plastic 
tunnels and low cost 
plastic rain shelters to 
were distributed to the 
progressive farmers.

Senior Scientist (Hor-
ticulture), Dr Ashish Ya-

dav, ICAR-NOFRI, Tadong 
coordinated the program 
and shared the organic 
production technology 
for intensive vegetable 
cultivation under low 
cost plastic tunnel and 
rain shelters which can 
empower the farming 
community and their 
livelihood status in Sik-
kim. Dr. Yadav also prac-
tically demonstrated the 
construction of low cost 
plastic tunnel, bed prepa-
ration and crop sowing 
in field to the farmers.  

Principal Scientist 
(Animal Reproduc-
tion), Dr Rafiqul Islam, 
ICAR-NOFRI discussed in 
detail about the backyard 
poultry, dairy and goat 
management techniques. 
He emphasized on the 
importance of Vanaraja 
birds which has gained 
popularity in Sikkim as 
backyard poultry. He also 
briefed about the disease 
management in dairy 
and backyard poultry.

Scientist (Soil Sci-
ence), Shaon Kr Das talk-
ed on the organic nutrient 
management techniques 
in vegetable crops and 
emphasized on the need 
of proper management of 
soil acidity for balance nu-

trition of crops.
Panchayat Presi-

dent, Tashi Doma Bhutia, 
Navey Shotak GPU, East 
Sikkim in her address 
thanked the Joint Direc-
tor, ICAR-NOFRI for or-
ganizing program and 
imparting knowledge 
regarding agricultural 
practices and also for 
providing quality inputs 
to them. She also con-
vinced farmers to culti-
vate their land and gen-
erate income to improve 
their living standard and 
become self-dependent.

Earlier, Horticulture 
Inspector, Kabita Basnet, 
HCCDD Govt. of Sikkim 
welcomed all the partici-
pants and helped in orga-
nizing program at Navey 
Shotak GPU, East Sikkim.

Panchayat Vice Pres-
ident, DK Chettri, Pen-
long; Panchayat Member, 
Pemkit Lepcha, Shotak 
Panchayat; VLW, Shankar 
Pradhan, Penlong; and 
VLW, Tashi Tshering Bhu-
tia, Lingdok were also 
present during program 
and thanked Joint Direc-
tor and team for orga-
nizing training program. 
Topden Tshering Bhutia 
assisted actively in orga-
nizing the program.

Training on organic farming in West Sikkim

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 02 May:

Mevedir organized a 
ward level farmers 

training at Lower Tikpur 
ward under Siktam Tikpur 
GPU and Toyang Ward un-
der Yangthang GPU, West 
Sikkim on 30 Apr, a press 
release informs. 

In Lower Tikpur, the 
resource person of the 
training was Chewang 
Sherpa (Horticulture 
Inspector) along with 

Mevedir Master Trainer, 
Ghanendra Sharma and 
Dhan Maya Subba where-
as in Toyang ward Ashish 
Chettri (Mevedir Project 
Coordinator) was the 
resource person of the 
training program.

In Lower Tikpur, Che-
wang Sherpa (HI) briefed 
about the importance 
and benefits of Organ-
ic Farming and how it 
can be profitable for the 
farmers as well as com-

mon people. 
Likewise in Toyang, 

Ashish chettri gave a 
talk on cold storage unit 
which is located at Melli 
South Sikkim and how 
it is useful and how it 
works was informed to 
the farmers. 

In Lower Tikpur, 
the program concluded 
with the distribution of 
turmeric rhizomes. The 
training was attended by 
more than 35 farmers.

SKM labour front 
celebrates Labour Day

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 02 May:

Labour Day celebration 
was organised by Ma-

jdoor Morcha, the labour 
front of Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha, at Mamring under 
Namthang Ratyepani Con-
stituency on 01 May, 2019. 

The event was attend-
ed by SKM’s Lok Sabha 
candidate, Indra Hang 
Subba accompanied by 
Sanjeet Kharel, Prem 
Goorung, Krishna Gu-

rung, Shamsher Gurung, 
members of Labour front 
and party functionaries.

Labour front executives 
highlighted the importance 
of International Labour Day 
and contributions of work-
ers to the economic growth 
of any society. 

The Labour wing 
stressed that the SKM 
Government will bring 
in reforms for workers 
of Sikkim. The speakers 
also highlighted some 

of the major announce-
ments made by SKM for 
the welfare of workers 
like minimum Rs 20,000 
monthly salary for work-
ers working in various 
pharmaceutical compa-
nies, complete abolish-
ment of labour contract 
system, imposition of 
central labour laws, better 
health and insurance poli-
cies for workers, better fa-
cilities and safety of wom-
en workers, etc.

SMIT celebrates Annual Day 2019 

SuMMIT REPoRT
Rangpo, 02 May:

Sikkim Manipal Insti-
tute of Technology 

observed its Annual Day 
2019 in the college cam-
pus today. The program 
was attended by Vice 
Chancellor, Lt Gen (Dr), 
MD Venkatesh, SMU as 
the chief guest and SMIT 
Alumnus, Principal 
Technologist, Mayank 
Shridhar, Infosys Ltd as 
the guest of honour. 

It also saw the pres-
ence of Director SMIT, Prof 
(Dr) Ashis Sharma, Reg-
istrar SMU, Prof (Dr) K S 
Sherpa, Associate Director 
(Academics), Prof (Dr) BB 
Pradhan, Associate Direc-
tor (R&D), Prof (Dr) Ajeya 
Jha, Associate Director 
(Students’ Affairs), Prof 
(Dr) Ratika Pradhan along 
with HODs, HOOs from 
different departments, 
faculty members and the 
students. 

Director SMIT, Prof 
(Dr) Ashis Sharma pre-
sented the annual report. 
Apart from highlighting 
the activities and events 
organized by the college 
in 2018–19, he mentioned 
the setting up of Atal Incu-
bation Centre-SMUTBI in 
the college, with a grant 
of Rs 8 crore from NITI 
Aayog, GoI to encourage 
and support entrepre-
neurship and start-ups 
across North East.

He informed about 
the outstanding place-

ment records of the col-
lege where out of 220 el-
igible candidates, a total 
of 368 jobs were offered 
by the visiting companies 
like Microsoft, Dell, Ama-
zon, FL SmiDTH, BOSCH, 
Parkin Hannifin, Boston 
Scientific, etc. 

He also informed 
about the establishment 
of Central Research Fa-
cility, Super Computing 
Facility, 4G/5G Mobile 
Test Beds, Nano Science 
and Technology Labora-
tories and others. There 
has been a substantial 
increase of the research 
publications and grants 
received and SMIT was 
ranked 2nd Best Pvt En-
gineering college in East-
ern India and 12th best 
in the country, he added. 

Special mention was 
made of Satyarup Sid-
dhanta, an SMIT alumnus 
for making all SMITians 
proud by registering his 
name in the Guinness 
Book of World Records by 
being the youngest person 
to scale all the 7 highest 
peaks and all the 7 highest 
volcanic peaks across all 
the 7 continents. 

Amidst the cultural 
performances by the stu-
dents of the college, the 
21st Edition of SMITSO-
NIAN, the college mag-
azine and 20th Edition 
of MEMOIRS, the album 
of the passing out batch 
students were released 
by the chief guest and 

other dignitaries. 
In his address, Mr 

Shridhar encouraged 
the students to make the 
best use of college facil-
ities and stay honest to 
themselves. Being pas-
sionate about our work 
should be the core motto 
in life, he added. 

Chief guest, Lt Gen 
(Dr) MD Venkatesh in his 
address paid homage to 
Founder, Dr TMA Pai, Ma-
nipal Group on his birth 
anniversary. He congrat-
ulated all the winners 
and hailed SMIT for real-
izing its true potential. 

Father of topper Ku-
shika Agarwal, Hari Om 
Agarwal was a special in-
vitee. He was felicitated 
by Director, SMIT for his 
daughter’s outstanding 
academic excellence as 
the topper of the batch.

The prize distribu-
tion ceremony saw stu-
dents with academic, 
cultural and sports ex-
cellence being awarded 
for their performances. 
Students who brought 
special recognition to 
the institute were also 
awarded. Teaching and 
non-teaching staff were 
also awarded for their 
dedicated service to the 
institution.

The program ended 
with the Vote of Thanks 
by Associate Director 
(Student’s Affairs), 
Prof (Dr) Ratika Prad-
han, SMIT.
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~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds

Required for Summit Times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church Road, Gangtok  

03592-208698

PLoT foR SALE: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

uRGENTLY REquIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED To BECoME 
A YoGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND foR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

SYNDICATE BANK,Ro, Siliguri
J R Commercial Complex,Opp Bdo Office
Sainath More Shiv Mandir,Nh-31,Siligu-
ri,West Bengal,734010

PoSSESSIoN NoTICE
[Appendix IV under the Act-Rule-8(1)]

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of the Syndicate Bank under 
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Secu-
rity Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) read 
with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand no-
tices on the dates mentioned against the accounts stated herein below calling upon 
the Borrowers/ Gurantors to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower/surety/owner of property having failed to repay the amount, 
notice is hereby given to the borrower/surety/owner of property and the public in 
general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein 
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under sub-section (4) of Section 
13 of the Act read with rule 8 of the Security (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the dates 
mentioned below.

The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of sec-
tion 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

The borrower/surety/owner of property in particular and the public in gen-
eral are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the 
property will be subject to the charge of the Syndicate Bank, for the amount and 
interest thereon, costs etc.
Gangtok Branch:   

A    1. Name of the Borrower:  BHIM RAJ RAI
       2. Name of the Guarantor: KAILASH TAMLING
        3. Outstanding Amount: 12,09631.45 (Rupess Twelve lakhs Nine thousand Six 
hundred Thirty One and paisa forty five  Only) and cost thereon.
        4. Date of Demand Notice: 14.08.2018
        5. Date of Possession: 01.05.2019
       6. Description of Immovable Property: All part and parcel of Land Bearing 
Plot No 1264, measuring area of 0.4880 Hectres recorded under parcha Khatian 
Bearing No 343, under Assam Block Naitam Elaka, Gangtok East Sikkim.

Date:   01/05/2019   Authorised officer,
Place:  Gangtok         Syndicate Bank.                                                                                                           

BEfoRE THE LEARNED oATH 
CoMMISSIoNER of SIKKIM AT GANGToK

AffIDAVIT
I, Tenzin Palbar @ Tenzin Palbar Bhutia, son of 
Nima Chedar Bhutia, aged about 24 yrs, Bud-
dhist by faith, by occupation Student, a resident 
of Gangtok, under P.O. & P.S. Gangtok, East Sik-
kim, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on 
oath as follows:

1. That my name has been recorded as 
“TENZIN PALBAR” in all my relevant 
documents.

2. That whereas in my Certificate of Iden-
tification bearing Serial No. 1188, vol-
ume No. XXIII, under Block Gangtok, 
and in my Tribal Certificate bearing no. 
1892/DCE, dated 24.06.2002, my name 
has been recorded as “TENZIN PALBAR 
BHUTIA”.

3. That this affidavit is made bonafide and 
to give above declaration on oath to say 
that the names viz. “TENZIN PALBAR” 
and “TENZIN PALBAR BHUTIA” denotes 
to one and the same identical person, i.e. 
myself.

4. That the statement made herein above 
paragraphs 1 to 3 are all true o the best 
of my knowledge and belief and nothing 
are false and concealed and I sign this af-
fidavit on this the 26th day of June 2012 
at Gangtok, East Sikkim.

DEPoNENT

GoVERNMENT of SIKKIM
WATER SECuRITY & PHE DEPARTMENT

GANGToK
GENERAL INfoRMATIoN

The contact numbers of the Jr. Engineers, Area Incharge and Fitters of different areas of Gang-
tok, Water Supply area area as follows for information of the General Public and the consumers.

S.I Name Designation Contact Number Remarks
I) BAZAR ZoNE, MG MARG AREA

Chabilall 
Chettri 
is Area 
Incharge.

1. Chunku Bhutia J.E 7407181121

2. Promod Rai J.E 8768880206
3. Chabilal Chettri Sr. Fitter 7407024847
4. Kalu Tamang Sr. Fitter 9734452165
5. Bhim Bdr Chettri – I Sr. Fitter 9002890366
6. Goverdhan Gurung Fitter 9733347592
II) ARITHANG
7. Chotalall Das Fitter 9800413516
8. Badal Rai Fitter 9832330797
III) NEW MARKET, NAMNANG, LALL BAZAR
9. Depen Tamang Fitter 9775462806
IV) DEVELOPMENT, SICHEY AREA

Bholanath 
Sharma is 
the Area 
Incharge.

10. Sudip Chettri J.E. 9733037378
11. Saurav Giri J.E. 9933817883

12. Bhola Nath Sharma Sub J.E. 9434339383
13. Bishnu Bhakta Chettri Sr. Fitter 9609030082
14. Sanman Tamang Fitter 9775944052
15. Samuel Bhujel Fitter 8016690716
V) DPH AREA

Suraj Gurung Fitter 8967983785
VI) DEoRALI, SYARI

Abiney 
Pradhan 
is the Area 
Incharge

16. Namgyal Bhutia J.E 8250396081
17. Mandira Rai J.E. 8145101883
18. Abiney Pradhan Supervisor 9547251397
19. Durga Chettri Fitter 8116279340
VII) TADoNG AREA
20. Sunima Pradhan J.E 7718468861
21. Rinzing Bhutia J.E. 8597086909
22. Tshering Bhutia Fitter 8372834840
23. Dal Bdr. Chettri Fitter 9434408392
VIII) BuRTuK, CHANDMARI, TATHENCHEN

Zigmee 
Bhutia is 
the Area 
Incharge

24. Mrinalini Rai J.E. 7797387562
25. Zigmee Bhutia Sub J.E. 7872971527
26. Pradeep Darjee – I Fitter 9474660054
27. Suraj Rasaily Fitter 7602602777
28. Man Bdr Dural Fitter 7872882377

BoJoGHARI, PENLoNG AREA
Pemchung 
Lepcha is 
the Area 
Incharge.

29. Sidesh Rai J.E. 9800067676
30. Pemchung Lepcha Supervisor 7478949888
31. Bhaichung Bhutia Sr. Fitter 9733062958
32. Tashi Bhutia Sr. Fitter 8348586449

RANIPooL AREA
33. Sidesh Rai J.E 9800067676
34. Sonam Bhutia Supervisor 7585872853.

         R.o. No. 15/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Date: 01.05.2019 

Governor visits Horticulture farm, Bihari 
Dharamsala and Sikkim Milk union

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 02 May:

In a series of engage-
ments, Governor Gan-

ga Prasad today visited 
the Model Horticulture 
Farm at Majhitar, Bihari 
Dharmashala at Sing-
tam and the Sikkim Milk 
Union Plant in Tadong, 
an official press release 
informs.

At the Model Horti-
culture Farm at Majhitar, 
the Governor inspect-
ed the various facilities, 
nurseries and integrated 
mushroom unit where he 
was briefed on initiatives 
and interventions under-
taken by the Department 
for farmers. 

In a brief interaction 
with the officials, the 
Governor stressed on the 
need to ensure the par-
ticipation of farmers in 
all the interventions and 
schemes and urged them 
to work hand in hand 
with farmers to achieve 
the target of doubling 
farmer incomes by 2022. 

Next, the Governor 
reached the Bihari Dhar-
masala at Singtam where 

he was received by 
members of the Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat led by the 
president, Sawan Pradhan, 
Sikkim Bihari Jagran Manch 
president Swaminath Prasad, 
general secretary Birendra 
Prasad and members of var-
ious branches of SBJM, NGOs 
and business community. 

The executive mem-
bers of SBJM placed var-
ious grievances and con-

cerns of the community 
with the Governor and 
sought assistance towards 
the overall welfare of the 
community in Sikkim.

In his brief address, 
the Governor assured to 
look into their “genuine 
grievances” and urged 
the community to cata-
lyze economic prosperity 
of the State and contrib-
ute towards maintain-

ing harmony, peace and 
brotherhood here, the 
release informs. 

He also called upon 
all to be proactive and pro-
ductive when it comes to 
contributing to the overall 
interests of the State. 

Governor was also felic-
itated by SBJM during the 
occasion, the release adds.   

On the last leg of the 
tour, the Governor visited 

the Sikkim Cooperative 
Milk Producers Union 
plant at Tadong where 
he was accorded warm 
reception by Managing 
Director, Dr AB Karki and 
officers of the plant. 

The Governor visited 
various sections of the 
plant and enquired after 
the products prepared 
there and was provided a 
brief insight on the tech-

nical aspects of the pro-
cessing and state of the 
art facilities of the plant 
by Joint General Manag-
er, Bishal Tiwari. 

He also enquired 
about the welfare initia-
tives of the plant in the 
interest of the milk pro-
ducers in far flung areas 
of the State.

The Managing Di-
rector placed various is-
sues and concerns of the 
milk producing farmers 
and the plant and also 
apprised the Governor 
about future plans seek-
ing his blessings and as-
sistance to resolve few 
issues the union was con-
fronting at present. 

The Governor urged 
the management of the 
plant and members of 
the union to remain com-
mitted to the cause of 
farmer welfare through 
expansion and diversifi-
cation of dairy products. 

He also assured to 
look into the issues hin-
dering growth and ex-
pansion of the union 
with special focus on its 
future plan of action.

Bar Assoc members 
donate blood

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 02 May:

Taking time out of 
their busy schedules, 

members of the Bar As-
sociation of Sikkim do-
nated blood at a special 
camp held here in the 
Bar Room in the Dis-
trict Court complex on 
Thursday. 

A total of 25 units of 
blood were donated by 
BAS members at this vol-
untary blood donation 
camp. The daylong camp 
was organised in collab-
oration with Voluntary 
Blood Donors Associa-
tion of Sikkim.

Speaking to media 
persons, BAS president, 
senior advocate Nar-
endra Rai shared that 

nothing was more pre-
cious than blood since 
it saves the lives and 
thanked members of 
the association for 
having enthusiastically 
come forward to make 
the initiative a success.

He informed that 
this was the second time 
that BAS had organised a 
blood donation camp.

Mr Rai added that 
BAS has been engaged 
in various social ac-
tivities in the State 
including sponsoring 
the education of sev-
en children, helping 
during natural calam-
ities within and outside 
the State. 

BAS has around 400 
members.

Labour Day 
observed at 
Tadong school
SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 02 May: 

Government Senior 
Secondary School, 

Tadong, observed Labour 
Day on Wednesday with 
a special function orga-
nized at campus during 
which 25 workers were 
felicitated. The function 
was attended by Princi-
pal, DL Zimaba, teachers, 
staffs members and stu-
dents. The workers were 
felicitated with khadas 
and gifted clothes along 
with a special lunch. The 
Principal, who addressed 
the function, explained 
the significance of La-
bour Day.

Nepal confirms 
first death 
related to 
avian flu
BY SHIRISH B PRADHAN
Kathmandu, May 2 
(PTI): Nepal health 
authorities on Thurs-
day confirmed the first 
death related to avian 
flu in the country. 

A 21-year-old man 
died due to H5N1 influ-
enza at Kavre district, sit-
uated 75 km east of Kath-
mandu, Health Ministry 
spokesperson Mahendra 
Shrestha said. 

The man, who was 
admitted to a hospital 
for treatment of influ-
enza, died on March 
29, he said. 

After doctors in Nepal 
failed to confirm the type 
of his influenza virus, 
samples were sent to a 
laboratory in Japan. 

“Tests from the Jap-
anese laboratory con-
firmed that the person 
was infected with (avi-
an) influenza A (H5N1),” 
Shrestha said.

Nepal records 104 cases of press 
freedom violations: Watchdog

By Shirish B Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 2 (PTI): 
Nepal recorded 104 cas-
es of press freedom viola-
tions between May 2018 
and April 2019, accord-
ing to a data released by 
a watchdog dedicated to 
the cause of independent 
media in the Himalayan 
kingdom. Most of the vi-
olations took place when 
journalists were covering 
stories on public interest 
issues, crime, irregular-
ities, corruption and po-
litical demonstrations, 
the Freedom Forum Ne-
pal report stated.

The statistics, re-
leased on the eve of the 
World Press Freedom 
day, said as many as 104 
press freedom violations 
were reported between 
May 2018 and April 
2019. Of the total cases, 
66 were reported last 
year.  Of the total viola-
tions that took place this 
year till April, 31 were 
cases of attacks and man-
handling, followed by 28 
cases of misbehaviour, 
19 threats, 15 arrests, six 
vandalism and obstruc-
tion, one suspension and 
one arson, and three court 
cases, the report said. 

“Junior security per-
sonnel, political cadres 

and business persons 
remained hostile to 
journalists this year 
too,” it said. 

As per province-wise 
analysis, Province 3, 
which is also home to the 
capital city of Kathman-
du, witnessed the highest 
number of 39 violations, 
the data revealed. 

The study noted that 
over a dozen of bills re-
lated to information and 
mass communications 
were drafted or enacted 
by the government over 
the period. 

However, some pro-
visions in the proposed 
bills were inconsistent 
with the international in-
struments on the rights 
to expression and the 
constitution. 

“For instance, the 
Criminal and Civil Code 
Act posed a threat to the 
freedom of expression 
in the name of national 
security, privacy, defama-
tion, blasphemy, obscen-
ity and hate speech,” the 
report said.

In straight violation 
of press freedom, ob-
taining approval from 
concerned authorities 
was made mandatory 
for journalists for taking 
photographs, it said.  
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Allow Students to Think
Open doors, don’t spoon-feed

The election is over in Sikkim and now 
the wait sets in for the results. Once the 

votes are counted, there will surely be many 
regrets in many camps, but now, in these 
weeks of political ennui, the one regret that 
stays is that none of the parties impressed in 
as much as commitments towards education 
is concerned. Yes, there are sops and prom-
ises in the manifestos, but unfortunately no 
game-changing vision.

What Sikkim requires its schools to cre-
ate are sensible citizens who can think for 
themselves, weigh options and make practi-
cal decisions. In these times of fake news and 
manufactured consent, an open mind willing 
to learn and analyse will be required to side-
step the shackles of time-serving mediocrity. 
And we would all wish that for the next gen-
eration, won’t we? The one place where clear 
thought can be honed into an instinct is the 
classroom – allow the education system to 
adopt genuinely learning-friendly practices 
and future generations will dazzle with their 
confidence and carry Sikkim forward. Don’t 
do so, and a majority will remain hesitant and 
unsure, seeking out charlatans to form their 
beliefs, ideologies and pursuits.

If education was approached with the aim 
to open minds, not suppress inquisitiveness, 
the quality that everyone seeks to infuse into 
the system will become a reality. What the 
present system delivers, and this is a national 
malaise, is infectious indecisiveness. Students 
are not encouraged to enquire or seek clarifi-
cations and every effort is made to drill them 
into an army of monotony, their uniqueness 
and differences brushed over by soul-sapping 
rigour and mind-numbing routine. It is rare 
to find students with wide-ranging interests 
any more. In fact, the syllabus and pattern 
of education does not even allow children 
the space to develop any meaningful inter-
ests any more. Even when these interests 
are displayed at annual day functions they 
are mostly hobbies decided for them by the 
teachers or “talents” singled out by them for 
display. Student projects for interschool com-
petitions are prepared by teachers and every 
intonation of a poetry recital for competition 
dictated to them. We just won’t allow them 
to make their mistakes and learn from them 
or stand by the side in case assistance is re-
quired; we believe that we are serving them 
by hand-holding them through their years in 
school, college, university, and if we have the 
“contact”, even their employment.

More and more teachers are so scared that 
students will “fail” them that they end up 
spoon-feeding them. At the other extreme are 
teachers who see no hope in their students so 
they don’t get involved at all. In both scenari-
os, the student meets the same fate – a confi-
dence stamped down even before it could de-
velop. A good way to start delivering Sikkim a 
more confident generation would be to allow 
students to discover more things by them-
selves and in doing so, they will also discover 
the confidence required to think and decide 
for themselves later in life.

Decades of hostility against NGos have 
worsened under Narendra Modi

How did the Earth get its water? Asteroid 
sample gives a surprising answer

SuJEET KuMAR
theconversation.com

NGO India has nearly 3.4m non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), working in a variety 

of fields ranging from disaster relief to advocacy 
for marginalised and disadvantaged communities. 
They are a major part of civil society which bring 
rapid change and social transformation.

NGOs are considered as independent of the 
state, and voluntary in nature. They depend on in-
dividual donations, foreign funding and aid from 
different government agencies and private donors. 
Their work helps rid India of prejudices, corrup-
tion, illiteracy and poverty.

But in recent decades, India has been a difficult 
environment for a number of organisations – particu-
larly those working to empower people against unjust 
government policies, question structural discrimina-
tion and advocate for the rights of Dalits, tribal people 
and other deprived groups. A succession of Indian gov-
ernments have tried to curb their activities. 
foREIGN fuNDING CLAMPDoWN

The most draconian attempt to crack down on 
NGOs came in 2010 with amendments to the Foreign 
Contribution Regulatory Act (FCRA) by the Congress 
government of the then-prime minister, Manmohan 
Singh. The law was first enacted in 1976 by the Con-
gress government to prohibit the use of foreign fund-
ing in political activities in an effort to restrain for-
eign interference in domestic politics. But the 2010 
amendments meant “any organisation of a political 
nature” was forbidden from taking foreign funding. 
This vague definition allowed the government to 
question those NGOs demanding better government 
accountability about their funding sources.

Soon after Narendra Modi was elected as prime 
minister in May 2014, a leaked report from India’s 
Intelligence Bureau accused NGOs such as Green-
peace, Cordaid, Amnesty and Action Aid for re-
ducing India’s GDP by 2-3% per year. It helped to 
legitimise the government’s actions against NGOs.

In late 2018, it was revealed the Modi govern-
ment had cancelled the licenses of nearly 20,000 
NGOs receiving foreign funds under the FCRA. Ac-
cording to a report on India’s philanthropic land-
scape by the consultancy Bain and Company, there 
was around a 40% decline in foreign funding be-
tween 2015 and 2018.

Even NGOs such as the Public Health Founda-
tion of India, which has expertise in public health 

policy, and Navsarjan, which works for the protec-
tion of Dalit rights, have had their licences to re-
ceive foreign funding cancelled.

In 2015, Greenpeace staff member Priya Pillai 
was taken off a flight on her way to a meeting in the 
UK about issues relating to the allocation of coal ex-
ploration licences and its impact on tribal people.

In 2018, a number of rights NGO activists were 
arrested and accused of being Maoists working 
against the state. This included Sudha Bhardwaj, 
general secretary of the Chhattisgarh People’s 

Union for Civil Liberties, who had worked for de-
cades to empower disadvantaged, voiceless groups 
in the tribal areas of Chhattisgarh.
MuZZLING NGoS

Such clampdowns are not new and not merely 
the result of the ideology of Modi’s Bhartiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) regime. They reflect decades of at-
tempts under various governments, irrespective of 
political ideology, to curtail the work of NGOs.

In 2012, Singh’s government cracked down on 
NGOs protesting against the Kudankulum nuclear 
power project, without recognising the fact that 
NGOs were representing and supporting people’s 
safety and environmental concerns. At the time, 
Singh criticised NGOs, saying: “There are NGOs, 
often funded from the US and the Scandinavian 
countries, which are not fully appreciative of the 
development challenges that our country faces.” 

Three NGOs lost their licence.
Modi has used his political platform to speak 

out against NGOs, in an attempt to fuel mistrust of 
their activities. In early 2016, he claimed he was a 
victim of a conspiracy by NGOs to finish him and 
remove his government.

Yet, in recent decades, many NGOs in India have 
assisted the state to serve its citizens by pushing 
for laws including those on the right to informa-
tion, food security and rural employment.

Still, India’s disproportionate number of NGOs 

and the sector’s lack of transparency and account-
ability is clearly an issue that needs reforms. Nor 
should allegations of corruption against NGOs be 
ignored. In 2009, 883 NGOs were blacklisted after 
being found to have indulged in misappropriation 
of funds. In such cases, NGOs need to uphold pro-
bity in their work. But the government’s tactics 
of cracking down on rights-based NGOs through 
vague legislation goes against the idea of justice.

Issues such as the rising cases of violence 
against Dalits and land grabs by the state in India 
provide an opportunity for NGOs to ask uncom-
fortable questions of the government. This partic-
ularly so at a time when the rights of those who 
don’t agree with the state need to be protected.

[the writer is Senior Research Fellow, 
Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University]

MoNICA GRADY
theconversation.com

Water is essential for life on 
Earth and is one of our most 

precious natural resources. But con-
sidering how our planet formed, it is 
quite surprising how much water we 
still have. The Earth aggregated from 
a cloud of gas and dust – a protoplan-
etary disk – and was incandescently 
hot for the first few million years. Its 
surface was kept molten by impacts 
from comets and asteroids. Earth’s 
interior was also (and still is) kept 
liquid by a combination of gravita-
tional heating and the decay of radio-
active isotopes.

That means that if there were 
any initial water (and organic com-
pounds) on the Earth, it should have 
boiled off quickly. So how come 
there’s plenty of water on our plan-
et today – where did it actually come 
from? A surprising new study, pub-
lished in Science Advances, suggests 
that a type of asteroid we didn’t think 
contained very much water could 
be responsible – simultaneously 
demonstrating that the solar system 
is probably a lot wetter than had pre-
viously been thought.

Scientists have long debated ex-
actly where the Earth’s water comes 
from. One theory suggests that it 
might have been captured from the 
asteroids and comets that collided 
with it. Another argues that water 
was always present in the rocks of 
the Earth’s mantle and was gradually re-
leased to the surface through volcanoes.

Thanks to the Japanese Hayabusa 
mission we now have fresh evidence. 
The spacecraft brought back a pre-
cious cargo of grains retrieved from 
the surface of asteroid 25143 Itoka-
wa in 2010. The researchers behind 
the new study were able to analyse 
the water content of two grains. 
They used a sophisticated piece of 
kit called an ion microprobe, which 
bombards a sample with a beam of 
ions (charged atoms) in order to 
probe the composition of its surface.

The experiment was not easy 
– the grains are tiny, less than 40 
microns (one millionth of a metre) 
across, and each grain was made up 
of several different minerals. The ion 
microprobe had to be focused on one 
specific mineral within each grain so 
that the authors could gather the re-
quired data. The species of mineral 
that they analysed was an iron and 
magnesium-bearing silicate known 
as a pyroxene, which is almost en-
tirely free of calcium.

This type of substance is not usu-
ally associated with water – indeed, 
it is regarded as a Nominally Anhy-
drous Mineral (NAM). The lattice of 
a pyroxene crystal does not contain 
vacant sites for water molecules in 
the same way that, for example, a 
clay mineral does – so its structure is 
not necessarily conducive to taking 
up water. However, the sensitivity of 
the technique that the authors used 
was such that they could detect and 
measure tiny quantities of water.

The results were surprising: 
the grains contained up to 1,000 

parts per million of water. Knowing 
the composition of Itokawa, the re-
searchers could then estimate the 
water content of the entire asteroid, 
which translated to between 160 and 
510 parts per million of water. This 
is more than had been anticipated – 
remote measurements of two similar 
bodies (also S-type asteroids) found 
that one contained 30 and the other 
300 parts per million water.
uNLIKELY SouRCE

Water is made from hydrogen 
and oxygen. But those elements oc-
cur as different isotopes – meaning 
they can have a different number 
of neutrons in their atomic nucleus 
(neutrons are particles that make up 
the nucleus together with protons). 
The researchers looked at the hydro-
gen isotopic composition of the wa-
ter and discovered it was very close 
to that of Earth, suggesting the water 
on Earth has the same source as that 
of the Hayabusa grains.

The results raise several interest-
ing questions, the first of which is how 
so much water came to be in nominally 
anhydrous minerals? The authors sug-
gest that, during their formation, the 
grains absorbed hydrogen from the 
protoplanetary disk, which, at the high 
temperatures and pressures of the so-
lar nebula, combined with oxygen in 
the minerals to produce water.

So far, so reasonable. But how 
is it possible that the water has re-
mained in the minerals? They after 
all came from an S-type asteroid – 
one that forms in the inner and hot-
ter part of the solar system. Itokawa 

has had a complex history of thermal 
metamorphism and collision, reach-
ing temperatures at least as high 
as 900°C. But the researchers used 
computer models to predict how 
much water would be lost in these 
processes – and it turned out to be 
less than 10% of the total.
EARTH’S WATER

But how does all this relate to 
Earth’s water? The researchers spec-
ulate that following the grains’ uptake 
of water from the protoplanetary disk, 
the minerals aggregated and stuck to-
gether to form pebbles and eventually 
larger bodies such as asteroids.

If this mechanism worked for as-
teroids, it could also hold true for the 
Earth – maybe its original water came 
from these minerals coming together 
to help form the Earth. While water 
was then lost during the Earth’s ear-
ly history, it was added again during 
collisions by the numerous S-type 
asteroids – as implied by the similar-
ity in hydrogen isotopic composition 
between Earth and Itokawa.

This fresh look at an old problem 
– the origin of Earth’s water – has pro-
duced a surprising conclusion, one that 
suggests a large population of inner 
solar system asteroids might contain a 
lot more water than had been realised.

So while there is water every-
where in the solar system, the fact 
that it is hidden away inside miner-
als means that there is not always a 
drop to drink.

[the writer is Professor of 
Planetary and Space Sciences, 

The Open University]
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Cyclone Fani raises safety concerns about 

spotted deer in  Balukhand sanctuary

Bhubaneswar, May 2 
(PTI): Concerns have 
been raised by a senior 
wildlife official on the 
safety of spotted deer in 
Balukhand sanctuary, in 
view of the likely landfall 
of Cyclone Fani close to 
the place on Friday.

The sanctuary is lo-
cated along the Bay of 
Bengal coast, between 

the towns of Puri and 
Konark in Odisha.

Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests 
(Wildlife) A K Mohapatra 
told PTI, the fate of about 
3,000 spotted deer in the 
sanctuary has become 
uncertain as wild ani-
mals cannot be shifted 
to safe places like human 
beings. “There is no spe-

cific plan for their protec-
tion. The bamboo groves 
and Casuarina plants in-
side the sanctuary may 
help the animals to pro-
tect themselves,” he said.

Forest officials are 
trying to generate aware-
ness among the local 
people not to harm the 
animals and provide 
them shelter during the 

cyclone. However, the ef-
fort is unlikely to help the 
spotted deer as the locals 
will struggle for their 
own survival during the 
calamity, a local said.

Though Odisha gov-
ernment has launched 
the country’s biggest 
evacuation drive to save 
the lives of people living 
in low-lying areas, there 

is no specific plan to res-
cue wild animals.

The cyclone is likely 
to hit the coast near Puri 
by Friday afternoon.

The Balukhand Wild-
life Sanctuary is home 
to a variety of animals, 
including spotted deer, 
monkeys, jungle cats, 
hyenas, monitor lizards 
and snakes.

A ‘rebel’ who vows to protect 
people from ‘dacoits in society’

Gurung 
extends 
contract with 
Jamshedpur 
FC
Jamshedpur, May 2 
(PTI): Indian Super 
League (ISL) franchise 
Jamshedpur FC Thursday 
extended the contract of 
defender Robin Gurung 
by one year. The Indian 
right-back has played a 
key role in the Jamshed-
pur squad over the last 
two seasons.

He appeared in 13 
league matches and 
came on as a substitute 
during the second half 
of the quarterfinal game 
in the Super Cup against 
FC Goa.

“I am extremely hap-
py to continue my jour-
ney with Jamshedpur 
FC. Jamshedpur has been 
my second home and I 
am fond of the city and 
its people. It’s been an 
absolute honour to wear 
the badge of JFC for the 
last two seasons and I 
am looking forward to 
bringing a lot of joy to 
our fans,” Robin said.

Jamshedpur FC fin-
ished fifth last season, 
just missing out on a 
knockout berth. 

Mamata invokes Sepoy Mutiny for her oust Modi campaign

ABHINAV PANDEY
Lucknow, May 2 (PTI): 
His name used to send 
shivers down the spine in 
ravines of Chambal in Ut-
tar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh in the seventies.

But the former daco-
it now describes himself 
as a “baagi” (rebel) and 
vows to fight against 
‘dacoits in society’ and 
stand rock-solid for their 
cause.

He is Malkhan Singh 
Rajpoot, 76, who is test-
ing his electoral fortunes 
from Dhauhara constitu-
ency as Shivpal Yadav’s 
Pragatisheel Samajwadi 
Party (Lohia) candidate.

“Mahaul accha hai...
dhuan dhaar lad rahe hai” 
(The scenario is good...I 
am contesting solide-
ly),” Malkhan, who was 
the uncrowned emper-
or of dacoits of Cham-
bal in the 1970’s, told 
PTI over phone when 
asked how his election 
prospects.

“I will win...my party 
is strong and I am getting 
good response wherever 
I go in the constituency,” 
he claimed.

Asked about issues 

being raised by him, 
Malkhan, who was first 
picked up by police in 
1964 when he was just 
17-year-old under the 
Arms Act, said, “I will 
stand rock-solid for the 
cause of the people and 
save them from dacoits 
in society whom they 
face everyday.” “Garibon, 
mahilaon par anyay aur 
atyachar ke khilaf khada 
rahunga,” (I will stand 
against those who com-
mit atrocities on poor 
and women),” he said. “As 
a ‘pehredar of Chambal’, I 
took care of all irrespec-
tive of their caste. I don’t 
carry any blot now,” he 
said, recalling his past 
when he was known as a 
dreaded dacoit of Cham-
bal. “No one can met in-
justice to anyone here. 
I will ensure that. They 
(people) will only get 
benefited by me as their 
representative,” Malkhan 
said, when asked why 
people should vote for 
a ‘dacoit’, as he is per-
ceived.

“I was not a dacoit. I 
was ‘baagi’, who took up 
gun for self-honour and 
self-protection. I know 

who are real dacoits and 
also know how to deal 
with them,” he said.

People of his area 
say Malkhan hates being 
called a dacoit.

They say he still 
evokes the Robin Hood 
image even outside the 
badlands of Chambal 
where he ruled for 15 
years. When asked as to 
why he selected Dhau-
rahara constituency and 
not any other seat in UP 
or in MP, Malkhan said, 
“It is democracy. Anyone 
can contest from any-
where. If our PM Nar-
endra Modi can contest 
from Varanasi, why can’t 
I?” Malkhan and his gang 
were the most feared in 
the Chambal region and 
had a total of 94 police 
cases, including 18 cas-
es of dacoity, 28 of kid-
napping, 19 of attempt 
to murder and 17 cases 
of murder against them. 
When his surrender was 
ultimately negotiated, 
Malkhan himself carried 
a price of Rs 70,000 on 
his head.

Malkhan settled 
down in district head-
quarters of Shivpuri in 

Madhya Pradesh after his 
surrender before then 
MP chief minister Arjun 
Singh in 1982.

Locals say at the of 
76, the over six-foot tall 
Malkhan is still a rebel, 
but sans the American 
self-loading rifle that he 
used to flaunt.

Nevertheless, he is 
campaigning with all 
guns blazing, kicking up 
dust in the villages brav-
ing the scorching heat.

In Dhaurahara, 
Malkhan had cam-
paigned for Congress 
nominee Jitin Prasada 
in 2009 and helped him 
win. “I was assured a 
Congress ticket from 
Banda this time, but they 
ditched me,” Malkhan 
said, when asked about 
his meetings with Con-
gress leaders Jyotiraditya 
Scindia and Raj Babbar.

Malkhan is contest-
ing against Congress 
candidate Jitin Prasa-
da, BJP’s Rekha Verma 
and opposition alliance 
candidate Arshad Iliyas 
Siddiqui (BSP). The con-
stituency will go to polls 
on May 6 in the fifth 
phase of polling.

Bhatpara/New Town 
(WB), May 2 (PTI): 
Trinamool Congress su-
premo and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee Thursday in-
voked the Sepoy Mu-
tiny of 1857 to draw 
a parallel with the ef-
forts by her Trinamool 
Congress to dislodge 
the Narendra Modi 
government in the 
ongoing parliamenta-
ry polls.

“Sepoy Mutiny was 
the first uprising against 
the British in India. Now 
the biggest threat and 
problem in the country 
is Narendra Modi,” she 
said at a rally in support 
of TMC MP Dinesh Trive-
di, who is pitted against 
BJP’s Arjun Singh.

The Sepoy Mutiny 
was a violent and bloody 
uprising against British 
rule in India in 1857.

“Sepoy Mutiny start-
ed from Barrackpore. 
You keep this in mind 
and vote,” she told the 
gathering at Bhatpara, 
which is under the Bar-
rackpore parliamentary 
constituency.

Raising the slo-
gan “Modi Hatao, Desh 
Bachao”, she sought the 
support of the people for 
TMC in both Lok Sabha 
and assembly by-election 
at Bhatpara.

The by-election was 
necessitated as Singh, 
who was the Bhatpara 
TMC MLA had quit the 
party and switched to 
BJP just before the Lok 
Sabha elections.

Slamming the Modi 
government, she said 
democracy is at stake 
and BJP is involved in ri-
ots. “This cannot happen 
here (Bengal)”.

“We have seen na-

tional leaders like Gand-
hiji, Netaji Ambedkar 
and Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad. But we have never 
seen a leader like Modi. 
His very appearance is 
like Gabbar Singh”.

Gabbar Singh is a fic-
tional character, the an-
tagonist of the 1975 Bol-
lywood film ‘Sholay’.

“What we want is a 
democratic government 
- a government for the 
people. We don’t want 
Modi”, she said.

Referring to the com-
ment by Modi that 40 
MLAs of TMC in Bengal 
are in touch with him, 
she said it is unbecom-
ing of a prime minister 
to make such a statement 
during elections.

“I ask him to name 
one of such MLA,” she 
challenged adding “TMC 
is now a full-grown tree 
and it is not easy to de-

stabilise it. We do not 
fear any sort of threats”.

The TMC supremo 
alleged that BJP is spend-
ing huge sums of money 
to influence the vote. “He 
(Modi) is travelling with 
big boxes,” she said refer-
ring to the recent alleged 
incident in which a black 
box was reportedly off-
loaded from the prime 
minister’s helicopter 
during his visit to Chi-
tradurg in Karnataka for 
poll campaign.

Banerjee alleged that 
Modi had never looked at 
West Bengal and is now 
coming to the state beg-
ging for votes.

“Narendra Modi is 
shameless. He says that 
nothing has been done 
in the state and is now 
seeking votes to do 
something for Bengal.

“Just come and see 
the development which 

has taken place in Ra-
jarhat-New Town area. 
If he compares the traf-
fic system with this area 
and Delhi, he will be sur-
prised to see the roads 
and lighting that has 
been done”, she said.

The TMC supremo ac-
cused Modi that of doing 
nothing for the country 
in the last five years and 
instead raising the fuel 
prices when it had soft-
ened in the internation-
al market.

“This vote is of a dif-
ferent nature. Either 
Modi will stay or go. If he 
stays, then everything 
will be destroyed and 
shattered. If not, then 
democracy will pre-
vail and flourish in the 
country and everything 
will survive,” she said at 
a poll rally in New Town 
in the northern suburbs 
of the city.

Meghalaya mine disaster: 
Consent letters for calling 
off search ops filed in SC

Shillong, May 2 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya govern-
ment has filed an affida-
vit in the Supreme Court 
stating that the families 
of the victims, who were 
trapped inside a coal 
mine in December and 
are untraced till now, 
have consented to call 
off search operations, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Prestone Tynsong said 
Thursday.

On the morning of 
December 13, a group of 
16 miners went miss-
ing after water from 
Lytein river gushed 
into an illegal rat-hole 
coal mine in Lumthari 
village of East Jaintia 
Hills district in the state.

Only two bodies 
have been retrieved so 
far in the five-month-
long search operation 
by teams of various 
agencies, including the 
NDRF, the Indian Navy 
and the Army. On Janu-

ary 28, the apex court 
had asked the Centre 
and the Meghalaya 
government to contin-
ue their multi-agency 
operations to trace the 
miners.

“We have filed an af-
fidavit in the Supreme 
Court informing that the 
family members of the 
miners have given their 
consent to call off the 
search and rescue opera-
tions. We are waiting for 
directions from the Su-
preme Court on the mat-
ter,” Tynsong told PTI.

In the affidavit, the 
government has attached 
the written consent re-
ceived from the family 
members of the miners, 
he said.

District Deputy Com-
missioner of East Jain-
tia Hills F M Dopth had 
submitted the letters to 
the state government 
on April 16, citing that 
the operation be called 

off as there had been no 
tangible result.

Dopth, on his part, 
clarified that there was 
no reduction in the water 
level in the main shaft, 
where the miners were 
trapped, even after dis-
charge of several crore 
litres of water.

Until Tuesday, sub-
mersible pumps were 
engaged in flushing out 
water from the 370-foot-
deep mine, which is in-
terconnected with eight 
other abandoned mines, 
he said. “The operations 
came to a halt yester-
day (Wednesday) as the 
Lytein river is in spate 
following incessant rain-
fall in the region,” the of-
ficial explained.

Last month, an inter-
im relief package of Rs 
3 lakh was paid to the 
miners’ family members, 
who claimed that the 
amount was too meagre 
for their sustenance.

92 mistakes in answer keys of 21 
subjects in Assam civil services exam

Guwahati, May 2 (PTI): 
A total of 92 mistakes 
have cropped up in the 
answer keys of 21 of the 
22 subjects of the Assam 
Civil Services examina-
tion, forcing the Assam 
Public Service Commis-
sion (APSC) to declare 
the results twice.

Because of this anom-
aly, the APSC said on 
Thursday, it has black-
listed 22 experts who 
were responsible for 
setting up of question pa-
pers and preparation of 
answer keys in the Com-
bined Competitive (Pre-
liminary) Examination 
2018.

The examination was 
held on December 30 last 
year.

The first list of the 
qualified candidates was 
announced on March 13, 
while the second one was 
issued on April 30, APSC 
Chairman Dipak Kr Sar-
ma told a press confer-
ence here.

He said 3,361 candi-
dates who had cleared 
the preliminary exam-
ination on the basis of 
wrong answer keys have 
been retained to appear 
for the mains though 

some of them have se-
cured lower marks in the 
re-evaluation.

Sarma said 408 more 
candidates were allowed 
to write the mains exam-
ination in the second list 
after the re- evaluation.

APSC Principal Con-
troller of Examinations 
Pubali Gohain said out 
of the 22 subjects that 
had candidates, 21 had 
mistakes in their an-
swer keys submitted by 
the subject experts who 
were teachers from re-
puted colleges and uni-
versities.

Political Science 
had the maximum of 14 
wrong keys, followed by 
11 in History, nine in So-
ciology, eight in Mechani-
cal Engineering and sev-
en in Geology.

Education and Elec-
trical Engineering had 
six mistakes each, five in 
Physics and three each in 
General Studies, Agricul-
ture, Anthropology and 
Animal Husbandry & Vet-
erinary Science, she said.

Gohain said Civil En-
gineering, Commerce, 
Mathematics, Philos-
ophy and Zoology had 
two mistakes each, while 

Law, Geography, Elec-
tronics and Botany had 
one wrong answer each 
in the solution keys.

Only Economics had 
no mistake at all, she 
added.

Gohain said, “Discrep-
ancies in answer keys 
came to light after the 
results were announced.

The APSC suo moto 
took up re-verification 
of answer keys so that 
no deserving candidate 
is deprived of the oppor-
tunity to appear in the 
main exams, she said.

Asked about the ac-
tion taken against the 
experts for the mistakes, 
Sarma said, “We will not 
involve them in future 
APSC works.

To another question, 
he said the APSC has not 
thought about taking any 
punitive action against 
those experts.

The APSC is already 
embroiled in a cash-for-
job scam being investi-
gated by the Assam Po-
lice, which has arrested 
nearly 70 persons that 
includes its former Chair-
man Rakesh Kumar Paul 
and over 55 civil services 
officials since 2016.
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Gameiro to torment Arsenal in Emery reunion
Valencia, May 2 (AfP): 
Kevin Gameiro has 
knocked Arsenal out 
of one Europa League 
semi-final and now he 
wants to do it again.

Gameiro helped At-
letico Madrid end Arsene 
Wenger’s hopes of a glo-
rious finale last season, a 
2-1 aggregate win send-
ing them through to the 
final, where they would 
sail past Marseille.

Twelve months on, it 
is Unai Emery in charge 
of Arsenal and Gameiro 
leading the line for Va-
lencia who, like their op-
ponents, may well need 
to win the Europa League 
to play in the Champions 
League next term.

“It’s going to be a dif-
ferent game to last year, 
they have a new coach 
and he has brought his own 
style to the Arsenal team,” 
Gameiro told AFP Sport.

“We will have to 
be aware of all their 
strengths and weakness-
es because they play a 
fast game, they control 

the ball and have players 
who can break quickly. It 
will need us to give ev-
erything to win.”

If Gameiro knows Ar-
senal, he knows Emery 
too, having played under 
the Spaniard at Sevilla, 
where together they won 
the Europa League three 
times on the bounce in 

2014, 2015 and 2016.
In the first final, Ga-

meiro owned the deci-
sive touch, his winning 
penalty in the shoot-out 
giving Sevilla victory 
over Benfica. In the third, 
he scored again, a tap-in 
turning the tide against 
Liverpool in a 3-1 win 
in Basel. “We haven’t 

kept in touch but I saw 
Unai again when Atletico 
played a friendly against 
Arsenal in Singapore and 
it will nice to see him 
again,” Gameiro said.

“He is a great moti-
vator. In these big games 
and big moments, he 
knows how to get the 
best out of his players. He 

has won this competition 
three times, he knows 
how it works. But we both 
want to be in this final.”

This season, Gameiro 
has scored six goals since 
the turn of the year after 
managing only two be-
fore it, a trajectory simi-
lar to his team, who have 
recovered well from a 

painfully slow start.
After 12 games, Va-

lencia had managed only 
two La Liga victories and 
sat 15th in the table but 
a second-half surge has 
seen them move to with-
in three points of the top 
four. “It was a compli-
cated start to the season 
with a lot of draws but af-
ter Christmas there was 
this click,” Gameiro said.

“We had a bit of luck 
and suddenly started 
to believe we could win 
matches again. We just 
needed our confidence 
back because we have a 
very talented squad.”

Marcelino, appointed 
in May 2017, came under 
pressure but Valencia 
held their nerve.

“He continued in the 
same way and stayed loy-
al to his beliefs,” Gameiro 
said. “There were a lot of 
late signings last summer 
and they maybe needed a 
bit of time to acclimatise 
to the club and the coach. 
I think I was the same, I 
needed slightly longer to 

adapt than I expected.
“I questioned myself 

and realised I needed to 
change to succeed here. 
You’d rather start slowly 
and finish fast than the 
other way round.”

With a Copa del Rey 
final against Barcelona 
still to come next month, 
Valencia are fighting on 
three fronts for what 
could be a spectacular 
end to the season.

But if overcoming Sevil-
la and Getafe to take fourth 
seems unlikely, breaking 
Barca’s four-year hold on 
the Copa del Rey seems an 
even more formidable task. 
Beating Arsenal, and then 
either Chelsea or Frankfurt 
in the final, seems Valen-
cia’s best hopee.

“There will be a lot of 
pressure and it is good 
for us to play the first 
game in London,” Ga-
meiro said. “We know 
they are strong at home 
but if we can manage 
the difficult moments, 
we can capitalise in the 
second leg.

Women sweep contest celebrating self-published works
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): Bud-
ding women writers swept the 
second edition of the ‘Pen to 
Publish’ contest that recognises 
and celebrates self-published 
digital literary works across sev-
eral Indian languages.

Organised by Amazon India 
as part of their Kindle Direct 
Publishing (KDP) platform, the 
annual contest this year award-
ed writers in long form and 
short form categories in English, 
Hindi and Tamil.

While Hyderabad-based 
Aparna Das Sadhukan won in 
the long form category in En-
glish for her book, “Escape 
Routes”, the award in the short 

form category in the language 
was bagged by Deepika Pri-
ya from Bangalore for “Being 
a Mother: It’s a Different Hor-
mone Altogether”.

In Hindi, the long and short-
form awards also went to wom-
en -- Nandini Kumar for “Neeli”, 
and Anurakti Dev Singla for 
“Aatman” respectively.

“We launched the KDP Pen to 
Publish Contest two years back 
as a way to celebrate fascinating 
stories by talented upcoming 
writers and raise awareness of 
their work for readers to en-
joy,” Sanjeev Jha, Head-Content 
Acquisition & Demand, Kindle 
Content, India said. To encour-

age authors of regional languag-
es, this year’s edition was open 
to entries in Tamil as well.

The long-form award went 
to Senthilbalan Manickam, an 
orthopaedic surgeon based out 
of Sultanate of Oman for “Pa-
rangi Mali Nilaiyam” (book two 
of his detective Karthick Aldo 
series), and Vignesh C Selvaraj’s 
work on Isai’s poetry won the 
short form award in Tamil.

“This year, the contest has 
encouraged many budding au-
thors in Hindi and Tamil lan-
guages to explore self-publish-
ing as a new way to bring their 
writing to readers,” Jha added.

The books were shortlisted 

by a jury comprising of best-sell-
ing authors like Ashwin Sanghi, 
Rashmi Bansal, Sundari Venka-
traman, Divya Prakash Dubey 
and Era Murugan.

“Self-publishing provides 
aspiring authors with immense 
opportunities to get their stories 
to see the light of the day. The 
concept of this contest not only 
encourages first-time writers 
but also fuels an environment 
for creating and sharing mean-
ingful content,” Sanghi said.

The winning authors for 
long-form writing received a 
prize of Rs 5 lakh each, and 
those for short form received Rs 
50,000 each.

Beautiful tracks for batsmen 
but bowlers won’t get lateral 

movement at WC in UK: Tendulkar

Mumbai, May 2 (PTI): 
Legendary cricketer 
Sachin Tendukar Thurs-
day said the World Cup 
in the United Kingdom 
will offer beautiful 
batting tracks but he 
doesn’t expect the ball 
to swing much in the 
hot conditions that will 
prevail there.

The World Cup, 
which will kick-start on 
May 30 in the UK, will 
see all 10 participating 
nations face-off against 
each other.

“I am told it’s going 
to be a hot summer. Even 
in the Champions Trophy 
the wickets were superb 
when the sun was out. In 
the heat the wickets get 
really flat. I am sure they 
will give beautiful tracks 
to bat on,” Tendulkar said 
on the sidelines of the 
inauguration of the MIG 
Club pavilion named af-
ter him.

“I don’t think there 
will be much difference 
in the conditions unless 
there is a heavy cloud 
cover. If there is a cloud 

cover, the ball might 
go around a bit. Even if 
that’s the case I don’t see 
that happening for a lon-
ger duration just the first 
over if at all,” he added.

Several Indian play-
ers, including captain 
Virat Kohli, Hardik Pan-
dya and KL Rahul, are 
performing well in the 
ongoing Indian Pre-
mier League.

Asked if that will 
help them in the World 
Cup, Tendulkar said: “A 
good performance in any 
format is good news be-
cause it gives the player 
confidence. If you are 
confident in any format, 
that’s important.”

“The players have 
time to make some ad-
justments according to 
the conditions. All of 
them have played enough 
cricket to know what to 
do to improve,” he added.

The 46-year-old, who 
also launched the Ten-
dulkar Middlesex Golbal 
Academy camp here, re-
called an interesting an-
ecdote from one of play-

ing trips to England.
“Once, we played a 

match in Essex and were 
travelling to our next 
venue and there was a 
major motor accident. In 
3-3.5 hours we had just 
covered just 250 metres. 
We thought if we walk 
we might possibly cover 
more distance.

“Even now when all 
of us get together we dis-
cuss that day and how 
half a movie ended while 
our bus coach was stuck 
at the same place.”

The cricket icon also 
extended his best wishes 
to another batting legend 
-- Brian Lara on his birth-
day. “We both caught up 
a few weeks ago. I told 
him 50 down 50 to go. He 
is a wonderful chap, with 
him what you see is what 
you get. He is a thorough 
gentleman and we’ve 
gotten along well for sev-
eral years.

“He has done special 
things on the cricket field 
but I hope the best is yet 
to come for him,” Ten-
dulkar said.

Dhoni credits tennis ball cricket 
for quick hands behind stumps

Chennai, May 2 (PTI): 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
is lightning quick be-
hind the stumps and the 
veteran wicket-keeper 
batsman said it is a skill 
which he has developed 
from tennis ball cricket.

Talking about his 
super quick stumpings, 
Dhoni said, “I think it’s 
something that’s come 
from tennis ball cricket. 
But you still have to do 
the basics and graduate 
to that level. If you want 
to keep like that you can 
make mistakes; so I still 
think basics are most 
important.”

Skipper Dhoni has 
been in super form in 
the ongoing IPL and after 
sitting out for a couple of 
matches due to fever and 
a stiff back, he smashed 
an unbeaten 44 off 22 
balls to power Chen-
nai Super Kings to 179 
against Delhi Capitals on 
Wednesday night.

CSK were struggling 
in the beginning but 
thanks to Dhoni, CSK 
scored 20 runs from the 
last over bowled by Trent 
Boult with the stumper 
finishing off with two six-
es off the final two balls.

Asked about his pow-
er-packed knock, Dhoni 
said he had spent enough 
time on the wicket to 
understand the bowling 
variations and unleash 
his game towards the end 
to lead Chennai Super 
Kings to a match-win-
ning total.

“Watch the ball, hit 
the ball. You’ve spent 
time, you know the vari-
ations. By the 20th over 
you’re almost ready 
and you swing at every-
thing,” Dhoni said when 
asked about his last-
over exploits. “It’s easier 
for somebody who has 
played 10-15 deliveries 
than someone who has 
just come in.”

Dhoni said the con-
ditions actually favoured 
them though they lost 
the toss.

“We knew there 
wouldn’t be much dew. 
What we’ve seen is if 
there’s no dew, there’s as-
sistance for spinners. But 

when we started, Bhajju 
pa (Harbhajan Singh) 
didn’t get any turn. But as 
they started losing wick-
ets, it started spinning, it 
started turning. Cricket 
is such a game,” he said 
after the 80-run win over 
Delhi Capitals.

Left-arm spinner 
Ravindra Jadeja, who 
took three wickets, 
said the wicket helped 
spinners.

“Obviously I enjoyed 
bowling, the way the 
wicket was turning. I was 
bowling in good areas 
and the wicket was doing 
the rest for me,” he said.

Asked how it helps 
having someone like 
Imran Tahir bowling in 
tandem with him, Jadeja 
said the South African 
has been “fantastic”

“He has been taking 
wickets whenever we 
needed. Me, Immy bhai 
and Bhajju pa (Harbha-
jan) as a unit, we are 
bowling the way we want 
to bowl. Still one more 
game to go. We need to 
continue our momen-
tum. Everyone is in good 
form so we just need to 
keep the winning mo-
mentum going.”

Jadeja said Dhoni 
can be described by one 
word and that is ‘genius’.

Losing skipper 
Shreyas Iyer said the de-
feat was a “reality check” 
for Delhi.

“It’s really going to 
affect us. The way we 
played was not expect-
ed. Everybody will be 
on their toes in the next 
game. Wouldn’t blame 
the abilities of our team 
but we didn’t play smart 
cricket. We should have 
curtailed them,” he said.

Iyer said they missed 
someone like Kagiso 
Rabada in death overs af-
ter the South African pac-
er was ruled out of the 
game due to a back issue.

“He’s (Rabada) an 
amazing bowler espe-
cially in the slog overs. 
For sure we missed him. 
But he had a stiff back, 
it’s good he got to take 
rest. We’re keeping the 
hope and definitely want 
to finish in the top two.

facing staff crunch, fIu to 
hire analysts on contract

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 
Grappling with ‘serious’ 
manpower shortage, the 
Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU) has decided to 
hire analysts on contract 
basis to further its effort 
in checking tax evasion, 
terror financing and oth-
er such wrong doings, 
according to an official 
order. A proposal seeking 
engagement of the ana-
lysts has been shared by 
the FIU with the Person-
nel Ministry which has in 
turn forwarded it to all 
central government or-
ganisations.

Superannuated em-
ployees of the central 
government of a partic-
ular pay-band are eligi-
ble to apply, the official 
order said. The FIU, the 
country’s elite financial 
intelligence agency, has 
been hiring services of 
retired government em-
ployees as consultants 
depending on exigencies 
of workloads.

The FIU-India was es-
tablished through a 2004 
order for coordinating 
and strengthening efforts 
of national and interna-
tional intelligence, inves-
tigation and enforcement 
agencies in combating 
money laundering and 
terrorist financing.

The core function 
of the FIU is to perform 
analysis, both tactical and 
strategic, of information 
received from the report-
ing entities of the finan-
cial sector and provide 
actionable intelligence to 
the relevant agencies for 
investigation. As many as 
five posts of consultants 
(analysts) will be filled 
up on contract basis.

Upon selection, they 

would study emerging, 
continuing and declining 
trends and typologies 
of predicate crimes and 
tax evasion methods and 
techniques and pass on 
the relevant red flag in-
dicators to the reporting 
entities to spot suspi-
cious transactions, the 
scope of work said.

They will also main-
tain relationship with 
and processing of ref-
erences received from 
law enforcement/intelli-
gence agencies /foreign 
FIUs, it said.

These analysts would 
process and analyse re-
ports for dissemination 
to law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies 
and understand money 
laundering/terrorist fi-
nancing vulnerabilities 
of the product, service 
and delivery mechanism 
of different entities in the 
financial sector.

The move assumes 
significance as the FIU 
is grappling with a “se-
rious” problem of man-
power shortage.

As per official data, 
the agency has been func-
tioning on less than half 
of sanctioned strength of 
75 in the latest recorded 
year of 2017-18 and the 
trend trails back up to 
the year 2011-12.

The actual working 
strength of the agency 
varied between 31 and 
36 in these years while 
over two dozen experts 
were brought on “con-
tract” to make up the 
shortfall. Between the 
years 2010-11 and 2009-
10, FIU’s sanctioned 
strength was 74 and it 
only had 45 and 36 staff-
ers respectively. 

KKR-Kings XI 
face each other 
in a must-
win game
Mohali, May 2 (PTI): 
Staring at elimination, 
two-time champions 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
and Kings XI Punjab will 
lock horns in a battle of 
survival in Friday’s Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) 
match, here.

The two teams are 
languishing at the bot-
tom half of the table and 
need to win tomorrow to 
keep alive their remote 
Play-off chances.

Both KKR and Kings 
XI have 10 points from 
12 matches but the Kolk-
ata outfit is placed a rung 
above Punjab at sixth in 
the eight-team competi-
tion by virtue of a better 
net run-rate.

Both KKR and Kings 
XI had a decent outing in 
the first half of the tour-
nament before losing the 
plot in the all-important 
second phase.

After registering 
four wins and one loss 
in the first five games, 
KKR suffered six defeats 
in a row that derailed 
their campaign.

Although KKR return 
to winning ways against 
Mumbai Indians in their 
last game, the Dinesh 
Karthik-led side need 
to register victories in 
their final two games to 
have an outside chance 
of qualifying for the 
Play-offs.

The KKR top-order -- 
Shubman Gill (75), Chris 
Lynn (54) and Andre 
Russell (80 not out) fired 
in unison in their last 
match against Mumbai 
Indians to lift the side to 
a mammoth 232 for two, 
a total which the bowl-
ing unit defended to 
register a much-needed 
34-run win.

Russell has been in 
ominous form for KKR 
this season and is the 
third highest scorer so 
far with 486 runs from 
12 games at a staggering 
strike rate of 207.69.

And come tomorrow, 
KKR would look for yet 
another superb show 
from the top-order to ne-
gate the team’s frailties.

But if batting is their 
strength, KKR’s weak 
link is the bowling de-
partment.Veteran cam-
paigners like Sunil Na-
rine (2/4) and Piyush 
Chawla (1/57) leaked 
runs against MI in their 
last match and if not for 
the cushion of 230 plus 
score, KKR could have 
lost the match.

Russell though was 
brilliant with the ball too, 
registering figures of im-
pressive figures of 2 for 
25.Just like KKR, Kings 
XI too had an erratic 
campaign so far and are 
on a three-match los-
ing streak, going into 
Friday’s game.Their 
situation is worse than 
KKR as they have a neg-
ative net run rate, which 
eventually can come 
into the picture.

KL Rahul (520 runs 
off 12 games) is enjoy-
ing a good IPL and is 
currently second in the 
runs-scorers’ list with an 
unbeaten century to his 
name, while Chris Gayle 
is fifth in the list with 448 
runs even though consis-
tency is something that 
has lacked in the West 
Indian’s game.

Besides, the likes of 
Mayank Agarwal, Nich-
olas Pooran and David 
Miller will have to shoul-
der more responsibility 
in the middle-order for 
Kings XI. 
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first-Ever Comprehensive Report on the Reality of Modern Diamond Mining Reveals its Impact 
on Local Communities, Challenges Stereotypes and Identifies Areas for further Improvement

NEW YoRK, May 2, 2019: /
PRNewswire/ -- The Diamond 
Producers Association (DPA), a 
global alliance of the leading dia-
mond mining companies, which 
represents 75% of the world’s di-
amond production, today released 
its first independent research re-
port on Members’ impact on lo-
cal communities, employees and 
the environment. The report, au-
thored by Trucost and titled The 
Socioeconomic and Environmen-
tal Impact of Large-Scale Diamond 
Mining, is the world’s first compre-
hensive analysis of the contribu-
tions of DPA Members, examining 
socioeconomic and environmental 
benefits and impacts.

Data from Trucost ESG Anal-
ysis, part of S&P Global, reveals 
that DPA Members generate more 
than US 16 billion in net socioeco-
nomic and environmental benefits 
through their diamond mining 
operations. The report finds that 
the vast majority of these bene-
fits are infused into communities 
through local employment, sourc-
ing of goods and services, taxes 
and royalties, social programs 
and infrastructure investment. 
The report also uncovers that 
DPA Members pay employees 
and contractors on average 66% 
above national average salaries 
and that companies focus exten-
sively on employee training to en-
sure a highly-skilled workforce.

The report from Trucost also 
creates a baseline from which 
DPA Members will further build 
to demonstrate progress toward 
their emission reduction goals. 
Collectively, Members emitted the 
equivalent of 160 kg of carbon di-
oxide per polished carat produced. 
This is equivalent to the amount of 
carbon dioxide generated by driv-
ing 390 miles (628 kilometers) in 
an average passenger vehicle. Each 
Member has set goals to reduce 
these emissions, which constitute 
the majority of diamond mining’s 
environmental footprint.

Despite significant progress to-
ward responsible and transparent 
practices over the past 15 years, 
the current reality of the diamond 
mining sector remains largely un-
known. This report provides ac-
cess into a highly scrutinized, yet 

largely misunderstood sector.
“This report marks an industry 

first. Diamond producing compa-
nies representing three quarters of 
the world’s production have come 
together to provide a window into 
the impacts and benefits of their 
activities on the communities and 
environments of the countries and 
regions in which they operate,” 
said Jean-Marc Lieberherr, Dia-
mond Producers Association CEO. 
“This independent research report 
breaks outdated stereotypes and 
misconceptions and identifies the 
next set of challenges that must 
be met to continue to evolve and 
improve as an industry. It also pro-
vides a baseline for industry par-
ticipants and observers to track 
future progress.”

The world’s leading diamond 
producers are comprised of sev-
en companies ALROSA, De Beers 
Group, Dominion Diamond Mines, 
Lucara Diamond Corp., Murowa 
Diamonds, Petra Diamonds and 
Rio Tinto and employ more than 
77,000 individuals globally. DPA 
Members operate diamond mines 
in the following countries: Botswa-
na, Russia, Canada, Namibia, South 
Africa, Lesotho, Australia, Zimba-
bwe and Tanzania.

“This report marks the first 
time Trucost has seen an industry 
come together to measure its en-
vironmental, social and economic 
benefits and impacts,” said Libby 
Bernick, Managing Director and 

Global Head of Trucost Corporate 
Business. “This data provides a 
baseline for future progress on is-
sues, including environmental im-
pact. We are very excited to work 
with the Diamond Producers Asso-
ciation and its Member companies 
to release this research on the total 
value of their benefits and impacts, 
promoting greater transparency 
on environmental and social per-
formance to the capital markets.”

Trucost measured the total 
benefits and impacts of the dia-
mond mining activities of the DPA 
Members across 21 key socioeco-
nomic and environmental indica-
tors based on data collected for 
over 150 different metrics from 
DPA sites representing 70% of 
the DPA Members total rough dia-
mond production. These data were 
verified by Trucost and then ana-
lyzed using Trucost’s proprietary 
natural and social capital quanti-
fication and valuation methodol-
ogies, which have been employed 
in more than 100 studies over the 
past 15 years. More information 
on Trucost’s methodologies can be 
found on the Trucost website.

The report’s findings include: 
Our People

DPA Members offer high-pay-
ing jobs, excellent job training and 
a safe work environment. DPA 
Members employ people from 
local communities and provide 
high-quality employment oppor-
tunities that often become long-

term careers.
Key Findings:
Salaries and wages paid by DPA 

Members created US 3.9 billion in 
direct and indirect benefits.

DPA Members employ 77,000 
people in their operations world-
wide. This is comparable to For-
tune 500 companies such as The 
Coca-Cola Company, Hewlett Pack-
ard Enterprise, Alphabet, Nord-
strom and Nike Inc.

DPA Members’ employees and 
contractors are highly trained; the 
average DPA Member employee or 
contractor is paid 66% more than 
the national average salary and re-
ceives nearly five times the living 
wage in his/her country.

All Members have made a com-
mitment to zero harm in the work-
place. The report shows that safety 
incidents at Member companies 
are a fraction of those observed in 
similar sectors. For example, on av-
erage there are 17x more lost time 
injuries in the construction indus-
try than in DPA diamond mining.

Our Communities
Beyond employment, the di-

amond mining industry makes a 
vital contribution to the socioeco-
nomic development of diamond 
producing countries and commu-
nities that goes beyond employ-
ment. Members purchase the bulk 
of the goods and services needed 
for their operations from local 
businesses, creating a significant, 
lasting impact on local economies. 

Moreover, they pay a large share of 
their revenues to diamond mining 
countries in the form of taxes, roy-
alties and dividends. Entire coun-
tries, such as Botswana, have been 
transformed by diamond revenues 
over the past 50 years.

Key Findings:
60% of the total benefits from 

DPA Members are infused into lo-
cal communities through sourcing 
of goods and services, taxes and 
royalties, social programs and in-
frastructure investment.

DPA Members infused US 6.8 
billion in benefits into local com-
munities through the purchase of 
local goods and services.

Local communities receive 
US 3.9 billion in positive benefits 
through employment and social 
programs (US 292 million), such 
as health and education.

DPA Members provided US 3 
billion in tax revenue, royalties 
and dividends which, in turn, fund 
local infrastructure and other civic 
improvements.

Modern diamond mining is a 
long-term investment, and Mem-
bers actively build long-term part-
nerships with the communities in 
which they work.

Our Environment
DPA and its Members recog-

nize that environmental steward-
ship is one of the main obligations 
of the diamond mining industry, 
and every DPA Member works 
in close collaboration with local 
governments and communities to 
control their environmental im-
pact. Today, controlling and con-
tinuing to reduce its environmen-
tal footprint is a clear priority for 
diamond mining companies. DPA 
Member companies are tackling 
this challenge through a range of 
initiatives, including increased ac-
cess to renewable energies, energy 
reduction initiatives and carbon 
capture research programs.

Key Findings:
The largest source of DPA 

Members’ environmental footprint 
is its CO2e emissions: 160 kg of 
CO2e per polished carat.

The estimated CO2e associat-
ed with energy use in laborato-
ry-created diamond production 
is nearly three times greater 
than diamonds produced by 

DPA members in 2016.
DPA Members collectively pro-

tected more than 260,000 hectares 
(1,000 square miles) of natural 
land in Russia, Botswana, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Australia and 
Canada. Members protect three 
times the land they use for mining 
globally.

The environmental cost of 
producing a diamond is 37% of a 
single one-way airline ticket from 
New York City to Los Angeles.

DPA Members currently imple-
ment long-term biodiversity con-
servation programs.

Each DPA Member produces 
sustainability reports, available on 
DPA’s website, to measure and an-
alyze initiatives and progress.

Commitments
The Diamond Producers As-

sociation has organized active 
collaboration and sharing of best 
practices amongst the Member 
companies around two absolute 
priority areas: energy conserva-
tion and CO2e emissions, and em-
ployee health and safety. Moving 
forward, DPA will report on on-
going sustainability progress to 
share individual and collective 
progress made by DPA Members 
toward these objectives and, in 
general, toward achieving Unit-
ed Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

DPA Total Clarity Platform
Building on the Trucost report, 

DPA is launching its Total Clarity 
platform, designed as a transpar-
ent and reliable source of infor-
mation on the socioeconomic and 
environmental impact of the dia-
mond industry. Its first report can 
be accessed on www.Total-Clarity.
com or via Instagram @Total-
ClarityDiamonds. It builds on the 
Trucost findings to bring to life 
the reality of large-scale diamond 
mining through hard data and il-
lustrated case studies.

The Diamond Producers Asso-
ciation (DPA) is a global alliance of 
the world’s leading diamond pro-
ducing companies, united in their 
commitment to best-in-class eth-
ical and sustainable operations 
and business practices. Togeth-
er, DPA Members represent the 
majority of the world’s diamond 
production.

‘Breakthrough in Azhar case struck 
during Imran Khan’s China trip’

Islamabad, May 2 
(PTI): The “break-
through” in designating 
Masood Azhar as a glob-
al terrorist came during 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s recent visit 
to China where the two 
sides agreed to withdraw 
their opposition to the 
latest move to blacklist 
the JeM chief, a media re-
port said here Thursday.

The UN’s sanctions 
committee announced 
Wednesday the designa-
tion of Pakistan-based 
Azhar, leader of the 
J a i s h - e - M o h a m m e d 
(JeM), over its ties to 
Al-Qaeda.

The US, France along 
with the UK had moved 
the proposal to designate 
Azhar as a “global terror-
ist” in the UN Security 
Council’s 1267 Al Qaeda 
Sanctions Committee in 
February, just days after 
the deadly Pulwama ter-
ror attack that killed 40 
CRPF soldiers. 

A veto-wielding per-
manent member of the 
UNSC, China was the sole 
hold-out in the 15-nation 
world body on the bid 
to blacklist Azhar, block-
ing four attempts since 
2009 by placing a “tech-
nical hold” and asking for 
“more time to examine” 
the proposal. 

Hours after sanc-
tions were imposed on 
Azhar, the Express Tri-
bune newspaper, quoting 
diplomatic sources, re-

ported that Pakistan and 
China held extensive dis-
cussions before making 
a decision on the Azhar 
issue. 

“It is believed that 
the breakthrough came 
during the recent visit 
of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to China where both 
sides agreed to withdraw 
opposition to the latest 
move after realising that 
Islamabad’s concerns 
were addressed,” the re-
port said.

Khan was in Beijing 
to attend the 2nd Belt 
and Road Forum hosted 
by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping from April 25 to 
27. Apart from President 
Xi, the Pakistan prime 
minister met his Chinese 
counterpart Li Keqiang 
as well as Vice President 
Wang Qishan.

In Beijing, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said on 
Wednesday that Chi-
na lifted its hold on the 

US, the UK and French 
proposal after a “care-
ful study of the revised 
materials” it had to des-
ignate Azhar as a global 
terrorist.

The listing of Azhar 
means that he will now 
be facing a travel ban, 
assets freeze and arms 
embargo. 

But the source told 
the paper that the listing 
does not mean the per-
son should be detained. 
Another official claimed 
that authorities were 
“unaware” of Azhar’s 
whereabouts.

Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi, during the peak 
of India-Pakistan ten-
sions following the Pul-
wama terror attack had 
admitted that Azhar was 
in Pakistan. He also men-
tioned that the JeM chief 
was “very unwell” to the 
extent that he cannot 
leave his house.

The report also 

claimed that Islamabad 
agreeing to the designa-
tion of Azhar as a global 
terrorist was a “para-
digm shift” in the coun-
try’s approach. 

An official said Prime 
Minister Khan had made 
a public commitment 
that Pakistan’s soil would 
not be used against any 
country.

However, he made it 
clear that Pakistan would 
go after these groups in 
a manner that the peace 
and security of the coun-
try was not affected.

The Washington Post 
reported that Azhar’s 
sanctioning comes weeks 
after Washington said it 
was seeking to have him 
put on the UN blacklist.

In Washington, a se-
nior US administration 
official told reporters 
that “after 10 years China 
has done the right thing 
by lifting its hold on this 
designation.” 

The official, who in-

sisted on speaking anon-
ymously, said Britain and 
France joined the US in 
putting pressure on Chi-
na after the February 14 
attack, and Beijing seems 
to have understood “that 
it is increasingly import-
ant that its actions on 
the international stage 
on terrorism matched its 
rhetoric.” 

The official said the 
Trump administration 
is watching to see if Pa-
kistan Prime Minister 
Khan’s commitment 
to crack down on mili-
tants in the country “will 
translate into irrevers-
ible steps to end terrorist 
and militant safe havens 
inside Pakistan.” 

Khan’s government 
has ordered the takeover 
of assets and proper-
ty of JeM and dozens of 
banned militant organ-
isations that operate in 
Pakistan after the Pulwa-
ma terror attack by a JeM 
suicide bomber.



8 SummitTIMES | 03 May 2019

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA

visit us at: www.summittimes.com

SHOP TILL YOU DROP! The Oscar winner, Emma 
Stone and her boyfriend, Dave Mccary keep a low profile while 
out shopping in NYC.
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ARIES: Disrupt the status quo on Satur-
day, Aries, but aim for mild tremors instead 
of extreme shockwaves. With the Sun and 
moon trading friendly fire, it’s obvious to 
everyone that change is necessary. But lead-
ership is sorely needed to reveal the next 
stage of the game. That’s where you come 
in: Make proactive suggestions or simply 
lead by example!  
TAURUS: ETrue success doesn’t simply 
hinge on climbing tirelessly to the top. Sat-
urday’s evocative angle between the Sun 
and moon points you down a more soulful 
path. Pause from “doing, doing, doing” and 
think big picture. Beyond putting food on 
the table, how is your work helping other 
people and the world at large?   
GEMINI: Start your weekend on an in-
spired note! Pull a motivational or spiritual 
book off the shelf for some morning read-
ing. Try a little “bibliomancy”: opening to a 
random page and letting the words be your 
divine directive for the day. Avoid complain-
ers like the plague and seek “high-vibration-
al” groups of people to spend time with, 

especially if you could use an infusion of 
positive energy.  
CANCER: Trying to get a straight answer 
over the last three weeks has been nearly 
impossible, thanks to communicator Mer-
cury’s backspin through your truth-telling 
ninth house. You can now breathe easy as 
the messenger planet turns direct and forges 
ahead. No more dancing around an issue—
insist on the complete story. Steer clear of 
even slight exaggerations and aim to be fully 
authentic. Since the ninth house also rules 
travel, you’ve got a cosmic thumbs-up for a 
winter getaway.  
LEO: Today’s cosmos shine a light on hid-
den realities as expressive Mercury turns 
direct in your covert eighth house. Over the 
past three weeks, while the messenger planet 
was retrograde, you’ve held your cards close 
to your vest, but guarding one secret could 
be taking a toll on your psyche. Mercury’s 
forward motion could attract a worthy con-
fidante—which is a good start to releasing 
your burden.  
VIRGO: Your routine-driven sign isn’t 

generally considered erratic, but Mercury’s 
retrograde through your relationship house 
over the past three weeks might have made 
you flip-flop. Perhaps a BFF hasn’t had 
much time for you since finding “The One” 
or an ex resurfaced without an offer of com-
mitment. Enough already! .  
LIBRA: Channel-surfing or downward-dog-
ging? If you’ve been doing more of the for-
mer over the past three weeks, you can thank 
Mercury, which has been retrograde (back-
ward) in your self-care sector. But don’t 
throw in the towel! Today, the quicksilver 
planet turns direct, helping you find sustain-
able routines.   
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your 
passionate fifth house. You may have felt 
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the 
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls 
forth your most radiant self! 
SAGITTARIUS: Baby, it might (still) be 

cold outside, but it wouldn’t hurt to open a 
few windows and air out Chateau Sagittari-
us. With Mercury retrograde in your domes-
tic fourth house since March 5, home and 
family matters might have felt a bit dazed 
and confused. Your survival instincts kicked 
in, causing you to retreat from the insanity. 
You can breathe a sigh of relief and re-en-
gage today, as Mercury turns direct. Call a 
truce with your roomies, make up with your 
S.O., seek out a solution with your mother!    
CAPRICORN: Banish that either-or think-
ing, Capricorn. After a confusing three-week 
Mercury retrograde in your communication 
house, the messenger planet powers forward 
today. While you prefer to pour your (prodi-
gious) energy into one thing at a time, this 
approach may not be serving you. Don’t be 
afraid to dip your toe into multiple ponds, 
like those librarian-slash-actors or entrepre-
neur-slash-activists. Commuting or living 
in two cities is even a possibility for some 
earthbound Goats.    
AQUARIUS:  Loosen those purse strings, 
Aquarius. Since Mercury went retrograde 

on March 5, you may have had a few bud-
getary breakdowns. But the messenger plan-
et resumes forward motion today, making it 
safe to once again enjoy your hard-earned 
cash. This is a perfect time to revisit (and 
if necessary, revamp) your plans to strike a 
healthy balance between saving and spend-
ing. Invest in your greatest resource: your-
self! A personal growth workshop, medi-
tation retreat or life-coaching sessions can 
awaken your creativity and usher in a tsuna-
mi of entrepreneurial ideas.   
PISCES: Vote with your dollar on 
Saturday, Pisces. An auspicious Sun-
moon angle sends a reminder of how 
loudly money talks. Perhaps you’ll 
choose socially responsible companies 
over those with murky or questionable 
practices. Supporting a small business 
owner can keep the unique character of 
your neighborhood thriving. This cosmic 
confab could inspire you to do busi-
ness in different ways yourself or even 
earmark some of your earnings for a 
very specific cause you want to support.

Always considered myself 
as underdog: Arjun Kapoor

Mumbai, May 2 (PTI): Arjun Kapoor 
says success and failure are a part of life 
and he hopes year 2019 will be a better 
one for him.

The actor said Thursday that he con-
siders himself an “un-
derdog” in the indus-
try, a place where ev-
erybody goes through 
highs and lows.

“Some choices do 
go wrong but you live 
and learn. I want to 
do good work. I am 
happy when fans be-
lieve in me. But with-
out taking advantage 
of the situation, I 
have always consid-
ered myself as an un-
derdog,” Arjun told 
reporters here.

Calling his debut 
“Ishaqzaade”, a one-
of-a-kind film, the 
actor said he played 
a negative character in almost 90 per 
cent of the movie in an era ruled by 
“chocolate boys”. “The audience appre-
ciated and accepted me. I am here today 
because they pay money to watch our 
films, sometimes they don’t and that 
happens to the best of us. And that is a 
wake-up call for all of us to work harder 
and chose better.” 

He was speaking at the trailer launch 
of his upcoming film “India’s Most Want-
ed”. Arjun said he will always strive to be 
part of good stories. 

“It is a very long race and you don’t 
become like those big names that have 
survived for 15-20 years without having 
conviction in your work and without the 
love and support of the audience. I hope 
people continue to support me.” 

The 33-year-old actor said he has 
always tried to pick up interesting and 

different kind of films. 
“Sometimes films come to you acci-

dentally, sometimes you are destined 
to do them and sometimes you take a 
chance,” he added.

Arjun said he wanted to work with 
director Raj Kumar Gupta and “India’s 
Most Wanted” is the perfect project. 

“I went with his conviction. 
Whether it is an espionage, a thriller 
or a film about unsung heroes, you 
are not playing it to the gallery as 
a mainstream hero. It is exciting yet 
scary and challenging.” 

The film, a tribute to unsung he-
roes, centres around the capture of 
India’s most wanted, without firing a 
single bullet.

The film’s teaser, which was recently 
released, showed a man offering prayer 
while in the background he quotes Lord 
Krishna from the Bhagavada Gita.

“I’m not killing people. I’m sending 
their souls into new bodies. These are 
not my words but it is Lord Shri Krish-
na in The Gita,” a voice is heard saying 

in the teaser.
This created quite a stir on social 

media with many people claiming that 
the teaser shows a casual mention of 
the Bhagavada Gita by a criminal to 

justify his actions.
When asked to comment on this, 

Arjun said the film does not target any 
religion or caste. He called the film 
“pro-India”.

“I am not a Hindu or Muslim, I am 
an Indian and we all are Indians who are 
making a film. We are putting our coun-
try, our humanity first. This film is about 
those people who do not think about re-
ligion, caste and creed. 

“It is interesting for people sitting at 
home to type things like this. Are they 
putting their lives on risk? People use re-
ligion to make others feel a certain way. 
We are depicting a film that is pro-India. 
Give the film a chance before giving im-
portance to such matters,” he said.

The film, produced by Gupta, Myra 
Karn and Fox Star Studios, is scheduled 
for release May 24.

Arjun Kapoor, raj Kumar gupta 
hail un for designating masood 

Azhar as global terrorist
Mumbai, May 2 (PTI): Actor Arjun Kapoor and director Raj 
Kumar Gupta on Thursday said United Nations’ decision to 
designate Pakistan-based JeM chief Masood Azhar a global 
terrorist is a “great achievement” for the country.

The duo made the comments at the trailer launch of their 
film, “India’s Most Wanted”, a day after the UN Sanctions Com-
mittee designated Azhar as global terrorist following China’s 
move to lift its hold on a proposal to ban him. 

The film follows five unlikely heroes who join forces to 
catch one of India’s most wanted criminals, without firing a 
single bullet. “It is a great achievement for the country. The coun-
try has been trying to get this man to be called a global terrorist. 
And it has happened and it is a big victory for our country. I hope 
this man, who is responsible for so many deaths, is brought to 
justice as soon as possible,” Gupta told reporters.

Arjun echoed the director’s comments.
“UN has finally agreed that he is a threat. It is about time 

that better sense prevails... We can see how the government 
has been proactive since last few years trying to get him to be 
called as a threat. I hope action is taken and we can get justice 
for all the innocent lives lost.” 

Asked if the story bore any resemblance to that of Yasin 
Bhatkal, alleged co-founder of the terror organisation Indi-
an Mujahideen, and his arrest in 2013, Gupta said the film is 
based on real-life events.

“It is inspired by true events but I can’t say on whom it 
is based and you can make that decision when you see the 
film,” the director said. “India’s Most Wanted” is slated to be 
released May 24.

BJP seeks permission to air 2 films on 
namo tv; delhi poll body writes to ec

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 
The BJP has sought permis-
sion from the Chief Electoral 
Office of Delhi to air two mov-
ies Padman and Toilet-Ek 
Prem Katha on NaMo TV, offi-
cials here said Thursday.

The Delhi poll body has 
now written to the Election 
Commission, seeking clarity 
whether it can certify mov-
ies already cleared by the 
Censor Board.

Last month, the EC said 
all recorded programmes 
broadcast on NaMo TV be 
pre-certified.

Last week, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party applied for 
pre-certification of the two 
Akshay Kumar-starer mov-
ies to the media certification 
and monitoring committee of 
Delhi’s Chief Electoral Office.

“We have written to the 
EC, seeking clarity on this 
because the movies have 
already been released. The 
reply from EC is awaited on 
whether we can certify the 
films again when they al-

ready have the certification 
of the Censor Board,” a Delhi 
poll body official said.

He said the application is 
pending for clearance.

Till now, BJP has made 
308 applications to the Delhi 
poll body for clearing its ads 
while Congress has given 120 
applications and AAP 23.

The BJP, in its manifesto, 
has promised to ensure all 
reproductive and menstru-
al health services are eas-
ily available to all women 
across India and with the 
expansion of ongoing Su-

vidha scheme, sanitary pads 
at an affordable cost of just 
Re 1 will be provided to all 
women and girls.

Padman revolves around 

Arunachalam Muruganan-
tham, a social activist from 
Tamil Nadu who revolution-
ised the concept of menstru-
al hygiene in rural India by 
creating a low-cost sanitary 
napkin machine and Kumar 
played the lead role.

Toilet-Ek Prem Katha is 
based on the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, initiated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.


