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GatC to open for nazareth 
in Ur rock Music festival

SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

sikkimese rock band Girish and the Chronicles 
will be giving their first performance in the 

UR Rock Music Festival in sarnen, switzerland, 
on 13 Nov.

GATC has become the first band from India to 
perform in the UR Rock Music Festival which will 
also feature legendary rock band Nazareth apart 
from other big names. GATC will share the stage 
with Nazareth on 14 Nov in their second perfor-
mance.

The band reached Zurich on 10 Nov for the fes-
tival which will be held from 11-14 Nov.

88.16% adults in sikkim fully 
vaccinated against covid

SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov: 

With 541 more peo-
ple completing 

their Covid vaccination 
schedule yesterday, 
88.16% of the state’s 
adult population, num-
bering nearly 4.56 lakh, 
is now fully vaccinated 
against the virus. Also 
yesterday, 31 others re-
ceived their first dose of 
Covisheild. 

In the meantime, 11 
new cases of Covid-19 

were reported in the last 
24 hours in sikkim from 
the testing of 365 sam-
ples to give the state a 
daily test positivity rate 
to 3%. While 10 cases 
were registered in East 
District, one was in West 
District.

As per the Daily Re-
port of COVID-19 in 
sikkim released by the 
Integrated Disease sur-
veillance Programme of 
Health Department on 
Friday morning, eight 

cases were detected in 
rapid antigen testing of 
195 samples and three 
in RT-PCR testing of 169 
samples. 

sikkim’s tally of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
has now reached 32,091.

On the other hand, 
seven Covid patients 
were discharged from 
home isolation after 
making full recoveries 
yesterday to further im-
prove the number of re-
covered cases to 31,228. 

The state’s recovery rate 
for COVID-19 currently 
stands at 98.3%.

There are currently 
129 active Covid cases in 
sikkim, of whom 21 are 
in hospital, including two 
in the ICU. Of the 21 in 
hospital, only one is un-
der 18 years of age.

On a reassuring note, 
no COVID deaths were 
reported in the state in 
the past 24 hours and the 
Covid toll continues to 
hold at 400.

SNS demands public 
apology from Sangha 

MLA for abusive speech
SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

sikkimey Nagarik sa-
maj has demanded 

a public apology from 
RDD Minister, sangha 
MLA sonam Lama, for 
his use of “filthy, abusive 
and un-parliamentary 
language” in a public ad-
dress at a government 
function recently.

sNs adds that it 
is also pained that 
the Chief Minister sat 
through his Minister’s 
disgracing of the insti-
tution of the sangha 
and has remained silent 
despite the hurt being 
felt by not only the Bud-
dhists but all the sik-
kimese people.

The sangha MLA, 
with his language, “has 
brought disgrace and 
dishonour to the pious 
institute of sangha,” sNs 

states.
sNs has also ap-

pealed to all sikkimese 
to condemn the MLA’s 
conduct and adds that 
“the rampant selling 
of government prop-
erties to private firms 
and individuals on 
PPP mode,” which had 
triggered the Minis-
ter’s outburst, already 
stands exposed in 
front of the sikkimese 
people.

“Therefore, if sKM 
government is sincere 
towards people; they 
should immediately stop 
all the PPP projects and 
initiate a dialogue with 
various stakeholders 
and individuals to reach 
an inclusive decision to 
create something that is 
in the interests of sikkim 
and its people,” the re-
lease adds.

CM attends trial of 26-seater helicopter
Gangtok, 12 Nov [IPR]: 
sky One Airways carried 
out a demonstration and 
trial flight of its 26-seater 
MI-172 Helicopter here 
at the Burtuk Helipad 
today. 

Chief Minister Prem 
singh Tamang at-
tended the demo to 
examine the MI-172 
Helicopter. He was 
accompanied by Tour-
ism Minister Bs Panth, 
IPR Minister LN shar-
ma, Power Minister 
MN sherpa, MLA GT 
Dhungel, ACs Tourism 
Department, K Jaykumar, 
Political secretary to CM, 
Jacob Khaling, secretary 
Tourism Department, 
Kuldip Chettri, sTDC 
chairperson, Lukendra 
Rasaily, CEO sTDC, Ra-
jendra Chettri, Principal 

Chief Engineer Tourism, 
Prakash Chettri, DIG 
Range, Prawin Gurung, 
SDM Robin Sewa, offi-
cials & staff of Tourism 
Department and sTDC.

The 26-seater MI-172 
helicopter is a high ca-
pacity helicopter which 
will expand avenues for 
tourism and for rescue 
operations in times of 

emergency. It is a twin 
engine helicopter which 
will ensure a sense of se-
curity for local citizens to 
avail travel facilities with 
ease and safety.

hSp condemns Sangha Mla 
for crudity-laced speech

SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

Hamro sikkim Party 
today condemned 

the language used by 
RDD Minister sonam Ka-
leon in a public address 
at an official government 
function recently. In his 
address, the Minister, 
who also represents sik-
kim’s monk body in the 
legislative assembly, re-
sorted to the crudest lan-
guage to snap at Opposi-
tion leaders and others 
criticizing the sKM gov-
ernment on social media. 
This section of his ad-
dress has gone viral over 
the past two days.

HsP, in a press release 
issued today, remarks, 
“such language in gen-
eral, and especially in 
public life, is an affront 
to the chair he sits on and 
especially so to the seat 

of sangha from which he 
has been elected.”

The release reminds 
Mr Kaleon that the sang-
ha seat was a “holy and 
auspicious seat as well 
as one of the last inher-
itances to our younger 
generation regarding the 
history of sikkim.”

“By using such lan-
guage, the Minister has 
not only damaged the 
reputation of the sik-
kimese people and arti-
cle 371f, he has also let 
down the Monks of sik-
kim who look upon him 
for leadership,” the re-
lease reads.

As a parting shot, HsP 
has advised the Minister 
that if he cannot display 
decorum and was still 
enamoured by politics, 
he was “most welcome to 
stand from any other seat 
but that of the sangha.”

Another win for women army officers 
after Supreme Court warns of contempt

New Delhi, 12 Nov 
[NDTV]: The Centre has 
said that it will issue 
Permanent Commission 
to 11 more officers who 
had approached the 
court, within 10 days. 
The supreme Court in 
a ruling today direct-
ed the Centre to grant 
Permanent Commis-
sion within 3 weeks to 
all those officers who 
are yet to approach the 
court but meet the eligi-
bility criteria.

The Centre has re-
lented after the supreme 
Court warned that it will 
hold the Army guilty of 
contempt of Court.

On October 22, the sC 
had directed the Centre 
to issue Permanent Com-

mission to 39 women of-
ficers.

“We will hold the 
Army guilty of Contempt. 
I am putting you on 
guard,” Justice DY Chand-
rachud had warned. 
“Army may be supreme 
in its own authority but 
the constitutional court 
of the country is supreme 
in its own jurisdiction,” 
he added. 

A Permanent Com-
mission means a ca-
reer in the army till re-
tirement, while short 
service Commission is 
for 10 years, with the 
option of either leav-
ing or opting for Per-
manent Commission 
at the end of 10 years. 
If an officer doesn’t 

get Permanent Com-
mission then, the officer 
can choose a four-year 
extension.

A total of 71 women 
short service Commis-
sion officers, who were 
denied Permanent Com-
mission, had gone to the 
supreme Court seek-
ing Permanent Com-
mission in August this 
year seeking contempt 
proceedings against 
the Ministry of Defence 
for not complying with 
the Court’s March 2021 
judgment in which the 
Indian Army was direct-
ed to “positively grant 
permanent commission 
to all Women short 
service Commission 
Officers (WssCO) who 

fulfilled the prescribed 
criteria”. The court had 
given the government 
three months to com-
plete this exercise.

The army’s evalua-
tion criteria for granting 
Permanent Commission 
to women officers were 
“systematically discrimi-
nated against them”, the 
supreme Court had said 
at the time. 

All women officers 
who obtained 60 per 
cent marks in their as-
sessment are eligible to 
Permanent Commission, 
subject to their meeting 
the medical criteria pre-
scribed by the army’s 
August 1, 2020 order and 
receiving disciplinary 
and vigilance clearance.

At COP26, Maharashtra 
announces ambitious targets 
to address Climate Change
Mumbai, 12 Nov 
[NDTV]: Maharashtra, 
as a sub-national and re-
gional government, has 
ramped up its presence 
at COP26 with several 
high-profile announce-
ments in addressing the 
issue of climate change 
and adopting solutions 
to move towards greener 
energy.

After announcing 
that Maharashtra had 
joined the UN Race to 
Resilience campaign, 
the state on Wednesday 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
with a non-profit, RMI, 
to support adoption and 
promotion of Electric 
Vehicles (EVs) in Maha-
rashtra.

According to the MoU, 
RMI will provide techni-
cal support to implement 
state’s recently launched 
EV Policy. The signing 
took place in Glasgow, 
United Kingdom, at the 
United Nations Confer-
ence on Climate Change 
(COP26).

“We look forward to 
further our partnership 
on electric mobility, ZEV, 
hydrogen fuel and decar-
bonization our transport 
sector and urban renew-
al sector” said Aaditya 
Thackeray, Cabinet Min-
ister for Environment 
and Climate Change, at 
the signing of the MoU. 

On MoU signing, Ak-
shima Ghate, senior 
Director, RMI India 
said, “Maharashtra 
has notified one of 
the most progressive 
sub-national EV pol-
icies. RMI India is in-
spired by Hon’ble Min-
ister’s vision for 100% 
electrification of public 
transport in the state 
and is looking forward 
to bringing together RMI 

and RMI India’s expertise 
to support state in decar-
bonizing its transporta-
tion sector.”

“Climate action is no 
longer confined to Envi-
ronment Depts. We need 
multilevel, multilateral 
deep collaboration with-
in governments, part-
ners organisations and 
citizens. This morning, I 
emphasized on this very 
need at the Cities, Re-
gions, Built Environment 
Day @COP26,” Mr Thac-
keray added. 

RMI, is a 40-year-old 
non-profit working on 
clean energy transitions 
globally. It has been part-
nering with RMI India, an 
organization working on 
India’s clean energy and 
mobility issues, to work 
along public and private 
sector agencies on elec-
tric mobility

A couple of days ago, 
a key action had been the 
state’s entry to the Unit-
ed Nations Race to Re-
silience campaign. “Our 
goal is to keep Maharash-
tra within 1.5 degrees 
target so as to safeguard 
millions of livelihoods 
that would be affected 
due to climate related 
disasters. Maharashtra’s 
joining UNCC’s Race to 
Resilience movement 
will allow us to report 
and assess our emissions 
on a dynamic basis,” Mr 
Thackeray had said. 

It is only through 
the efforts of our elect-
ed representatives, ad-
ministrators and most 
importantly the citizens 
of Maharashtra that we 
have been able to achieve 
so much in such a short 
time. And now our goals 
are even more ambitious 
for climate action in Ma-
harashtra, Mr Thackeray 
had added.

Covaxin found to be 77.8% effective against Covid in lancet study
New Delhi, 12 Nov 
[Bloomberg]: Covax-
in, a vaccine developed 
by government’s medi-
cal research agency and 
Bharat Biotech Interna-
tional Ltd., was found 
to have a 77.8% efficacy 
rate against symptomatic 
Covid-19 in a long-await-
ed analysis published in 
The Lancet.

Covaxin, which uses 
traditional, inactivated-vi-
rus technology, “induces 
a robust antibody re-
sponse” two weeks after 
two doses are given, The 
Lancet said in a statement. 
No severe-vaccine-related 

deaths or adverse events 
were recorded during a 
randomized trial involv-
ing 24,419 participants 
aged 18-97 years between 
Nov. 2020 and May 2021 
in India, the medical jour-
nal said.

The interim study, 
which was funded by 
Bharat Biotech and the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research and partly au-
thored by officials at both 
bodies, is in line with the 
company’s earlier effica-
cy and safety announce-
ments and may help end 
the controversy sur-
rounding the shot’s early 

authorization in January 
in India. 

At the time, the shot 
had yet to clear final-stage 
trials, prompting wide-
spread hesitancy in the 
early weeks of immuni-
zation drive. since then 
more than 100 million 
doses of Covaxin have 
been deployed across 
India and last week the 
World Health Organiza-
tion added the inoculation 
to its list of Covid vaccines 
authorized for emergen-
cy use. Yet in the course 
of its analysis, the WHO 
independent technical 
body studying the vaccine 

repeatedly asked the com-
pany for further informa-
tion, delaying its addition 
to the body’s pre-qualified 
list and causing frustra-
tion for Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment, which had cham-
pioned the locally-devel-
oped shot.

Bharat Biotech’s 
Chairman Krishna Ella 
had previously lashed 
out at those questioning 
Covaxin and this week 
told a conference that 
WHO approval took as 
long as it did due to crit-
icism toward the vaccine, 
which hurt its image.

Active COVID-19 cases in 
country lowest in 267 days
New Delhi, Nov 12 
(PTI): India logged 
12,516 new coronavi-
rus infections, tak-
ing the country’s to-
tal tally of COVID-19 
cases to 3,44,14,186, 
while the active cases 
declined to 1,37,416, 
the lowest in 267 
days, according to the 
Union Health Ministry 
data updated on Friday.

The death toll 
climbed to 4,62,690 
with 501 fresh fatal-
ities,  according to the 
data updated at 8 am.

The daily rise in 
new coronavirus in-
fections has been 
below 20,000 for 35 
straight days and less 
than 50,000 daily 
new cases have been 
reported for 138 con-
secutive days now.

The active cases 
comprise 0.40 per 
cent of the total in-
fections, the lowest 
since March 2020, 

while the national 
COVID-19 recovery 
rate was recorded at 
98.26 per cent ,  the 
highest since March 
2020, the ministry 
said.

A decrease of 
1,140 cases has been 
recorded in the active 
COVID-19 caseload in 
a span of 24 hours.

India’s COVID-19 
tally had crossed the 
20-lakh mark on Au-
gust 7, 2020, 30 lakh 
on August 23, 40 lakh 
on september 5 and 
50 lakh on septem-
ber 16. It went past 
60 lakh on september 
28, 70 lakh on Octo-
ber 11, crossed 80 
lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 
20 and surpassed the 
one-crore mark on 
December 19.

India crossed the 
grim milestone of two 
crore on May 4 and three 
crore on June 23.’
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BEFORE THE OATH COMMISSION-
ER, EAST SIKKIM AT GANGTOK

AFFIDAVIT
I, Karma Bhutia, son of Late Lopsang Bhutia, Gen-
eral secretary and on behalf of Club East sikkim do 
hereby solemnly affirm and state as under:-
1. That Gangtok Table Tennis Club was a registered 
body vide registration No. 2939 Vol.No. 1 dated 
21.01.2020.

2. That members of the club have unanimously ad-
opted a resolution to change the present name of 
the Club from “Gangtok Table Tennis Club” to “sik-
kim Table Tennis Club”.

3. That henceforth all correspondence, activites 
etc. concerning the Gangtok Table Tennis Club 
shall be made under the new name of the Club i.e. 
sikkim Table Tennis Club.

4. That I am swearing this Affidavit to state and 
declare on oath that henceforth the Gangtok Table 
Tennis Club shall be known as sikkim Table Tennis 
Club.

5. That this Affidavit is made bonafide.
VERIFICATION

That the statement made hereinabove are true 
to the best of my knowledge and belief and noth-
ing has been concealed and I have signed and veri-
fied this Affidavit on this the 11th day of November, 
2021 at Gangtok, East sikkim.

DEPONENT.

Sikkim SlSa organizes awareness drives 
under NALSA’s Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’

SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

Working under the 
aegis of National 

Legal services Authority, 
and, as per the directions 
of Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, Judge, High 
Court of sikkim & Execu-
tive Chairperson, sikkim 
state Legal services Au-
thority, the sikkim sLsA 
in co-ordination with the 
District Legal services 
Authority (DLsA), North 
sikkim, conducted three 
days’ Awareness Drive 
under NALsA’s “Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav” com-
memorating 75 Years of 
India’s Independence 
under the Campaign 
“Pan India Awareness 
and Outreach Campaign 
from 02 Oct, 2021 which 
will come to an end on 
14 Nov, 2021 and Legal 
services Week from 08 
till 14 Nov, 2021”, at (1) 
Community Centre, Ling-
chom under Kabi Block 
Administrative Centre on 
03 November, 2021, at 
(2) Army Transit Camp, 

Thangu on 04 Nov, 2021, 
and at (3) the Block Ad-
ministrative Centre at 
Passingdang, North sik-
kim on 05 Nov, 2021.

At the Community 
Centre, Lingchom (alti-
tude of 4410 feet), Kabi, 
the Executive Chairper-
son, sikkim sLsA, Mem-
ber secretary, sikkim 
sLsA and the District & 
sessions Judge, North 
sikkim, who is also the 
Chairperson of the DLsA, 
North, addressed the 
participants comprising 
of Officers of the District 
and Police Administra-
tion of North sikkim, 
along with public of the 
above area. 

The participants 
were apprised of the ef-
forts undertaken by the 
sikkim sLsA, District Le-
gal services Authorities 
(DLsAs) and Taluk Le-
gal services Committees 
(TLsCs), in all the Dis-
tricts and sub-Divisions 
of sikkim, for generating 
awareness about free 
legal aid and services 

and those entitled under 
section 12 of the Legal 
services Authorities Act, 
1987, since the year 1998 
in the address of the Ex-
ecutive Chairperson. 

The role of Para Le-
gal Volunteers by sikkim 
sLsA, in the villages, the 
differences between 
Compoundable and 
Non-Compoundable Of-
fences, the importance 
of First Information Re-
port, physical, economic, 
social and mental abuse 
under the Protection of 
Women from Domestic 
Violence Act, 2005, sik-
kim Anti Dugs Act, 2006 
(as amended), Protection 
of Children from sexual 
Offences Act (POCsO), 
2012, were also ex-
plained.

The Member sec-
retary, sikkim sLsA, sP 
Bhutia in his address 
spoke on the Protection 
of Women from Domestic 
Violence Act, 2005 and 
informed the gathering 
that any women facing 
abuse can apply for free 

and competent legal ser-
vices against the abusers 
by seeking appointment 
of legal aid counsel in the 
panel of sikkim sLsA to 
represent them.

The District & ses-
sions Judge, North sikkim 
apprised the gathering of 
the issue of sexual Abuse 
and mentioned various 
sections of the Protection 
of Children from sexual 
Offences Act, 2012. 

For the first time in 
the history of the sikkim 
sLsA legal awareness 
was held at the Thangu 
Army Transit Camp at an 
altitude of 14,400 feet. 
The participants com-
prising of the members 
of Lachen Zumsa, Army, 
Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police Officers/Jawans 
and local sikkim Police 
officials were informed 
of the provisions of free 
legal aid, Domestic Vio-
lence Act, 2005, the Hin-
du Marriage Act, 1955, 
POCsO, Motor Vehicle 
Act, 1988 and the issues 
on Mental Health. It was 

suggested that the Army 
personnel could consider 
counselling sessions for 
the persons posted in the 
area.  An interaction be-
tween the Resource Per-
sons comprising of the 
Hon’ble Executive Chair-
person, the Member 
secretary and the Chair-
person, DLsA (North) 
and the participants took 
place after the address. 

On 05 November, 
2021 the same Resource 
Persons addressed the 
Officers of the District 
and Police Administra-
tion of North sikkim, 
along with the public of 
Passingdang at the Block 
Development Office, 
Passingdang, Dzongu 
Constituency (altitude of 
8000 feet). Emphasis was 
given on the importance 
of achieving an egalitari-
an society towards which 
steps should be taken at 
the family level by dis-
couraging discrimination 
between male and female 
children.

The Fora of Alternate 

Dispute Resolution viz; 
Lok Adalat and Media-
tion as methods of quick 
and inexpensive disposal 
of cases was also men-
tioned. Alcoholism and 
substance abuse, it was 
advised should be treat-
ed as illness, and that 
the fear of stigmatization 
should not hinder the 
family of affected per-
sons seeking treatment 
with a Psychologist or 
Psychiatrist. 

Information  on POC-
sO, child abuse and Do-
mestic Violence as also 
Motor Vehicle Act, 1988 
was again disseminated 
at the Camp by the Mem-
ber secretary and Chair-
person, DLsA, North. 

Enroute from Lachen 
to Passingdang on 05 
Nov, 2021, a visit to the 
ongoing construction 
site of Court of Civil 
Judge-cum-Judicial Mag-
istrate at Chungthang 
was also made by the 
Judge, High Court of sik-
kim & Executive Chair-
person, sikkim sLsA.

ICAR organizes farmer-
scientist interaction for rural 

livelihood improvement

Gangtok, 12 Nov 
[PIB]: ICAR NEH Sik-
kim Center in collab-
oration with Depart-
ment of Horticulture, 
Govt. of sikkim joint-
ly organized farm-
ers-scientists inter-
action and initiated 
Participatory Rural 
Appraisal (PRA) for 
the tribal farmers of 
Dzongu under Tribal 
sub Plan (TsP) .  sci -
entists  from ICAR 
NEH sikkim Center vis-
ited the village site for 
conducting PRA and 
respective farmer se-
lection for programme 
implementation.

scientist, Plant 
Breeding, Dr Lamalax-
mi Devi, scientist, 
Vegetable science, Dr 
Tshring L Bhutia and 
scientist, Agril. Physics 
and Nodal officer (TsP) 
of ICAR Research Com-
plex for NEH Region, 
Dr saurav saha partic-
ipated in the endeavor. 
The farmers scientists 
interaction was orga-
nized in the respective 
villages for sensitizing 
the benefits of short 
duration high yielding 
rice cultivar (sikkim 
Dhan-1 by Dr Lamalax-
mi Devi), mushroom 
cultivation (Oyster; by 
Dr Tshring L Bhutia), 
v e r m i n - c o m p o s t i n g 
and rain water har-
vesting (jalkund by Dr 
saurav saha) in order 
to make the farming 
business profitable for 
the tribal inhabitants 

of the village units. 
High yielding vege-

table seeds of cabbage, 
cauliflower, brussels 
sprout, raddish, carrot 
and Kale were distrib-
uted among the partic-
ipants along with need 
based distribution of 
29 vermicompost units 
and 9 jalkund units. 
Field demonstration 
was organized on ver-
micomposting and 
aerobic composting 
techniques using farm 
waste and household 
waste materials in 
farmers’ field. 

From the line De-
partment side, village 
level worker, Horticul-
ture Department, Govt 
of sikkim, KT Deki 
Bhuita and Field Assis-
tant, sherap Gyaltsen 
Penchungpa, Horticul-
ture Department, Govt 
of sikkim sensitized 
the farmers to grow 
more organic vegeta-
bles for ensuring net 
farming profitability 
over the region. 

The farmers 
showed their inter-
est and thank ICAR RC 
NEHR sikkim Centre, 
Tadong, Gangtok and 
Department of Horti-
culture, Govt. of sikkim 
for coming forward to 
improve the livelihood 
of tribal farmers of the 
area. Field Assistant, 
Horticulture Depart-
ment, Phir Tshering 
Lepcha, Govt of sikkim 
delivered the vote of 
thanks. 

three SGaY houses inaugurated in dzongu
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 12 Nov:

The first three Sik-
kim Garib Awas Yo-

jna [sGAY] houses un-
der Mangan Block was 
inaugurated today by 
MLA Dzongu cum Advi-
sor Power Department, 
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha. 
The inaugural function 
was organized by Rural 
Development Depart-
ment, North District.   

The houses belonging 
to Buddha Hang Limboo 
of Mangshila-Tibuk GPU, 
Dawa Tshering Bhutia of 

Namok swayem GPU and 
Mindu Bhutia, of Thingc-
him Chandey GPU of Dz-
ongu Constituency were 
inaugurated today.

DC North, TT Kaleon 
urged all beneficiaries 
to monitor the quality of 
construction and ensure 
timely completion.  

Likewise, Addl Po-
litical secretary to CM, 
Tshering Wongyal Bhutia 
highlighted the different 
schemes for the people 
and urged all the people 
to stand by the govern-
ment.

Chairperson Wom-
en’s Commission, Chun-
gkipu Lepcha congratu-
lated all the beneficiaries 
for their new houses and 
expressed her gratitude 
to the Chief Minister. she 
further stated that those 
beneficiaries who have 
not availed the scheme 
this time will be provided 
houses in the next phase. 

Addressing the func-
tion, the chief guest ex-
pressed his gratitude to 
the Chief Minister for 
awarding the houses 
to the needy and urged 

beneficiaries to maintain 
the houses properly and 
complete the remaining 
floors. 

Earlier, the function 
was welcomed by ADC 
Development Mangan, 
RB Bhandari and ended 
with the vote of thanks 
delivered by BDO Man-
gan,  KailashThapa. 

Also present were 
Upadhakshya North, 
Theney Bhutia, sE Pow-
er North, Karma Thinley 
Bhutia, zilla and pancha-
yat members and other 
officials.

State Level Awareness 
Program for SNT staff

SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

Transport Depart-
ment organized a 

state Level Awareness 
Program for bus drivers 
and conductors of sikkim 
Nationalised Transport 
at Rangpo today, a press 
release informs. The 
program was organized 
under Azaadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav wherein Chair-
man sNT, Basant Kumar 
Tamang was present as 
the chief guest.

More than 70 bus 
drivers and conduc-
tors of sNT Rangpo and 
singtam were present in 
this awareness program 
along with Transport 
Department secretary, 
PN sherpa, GM, Manish 
Pradhan, RTOs and other 
officials.

sNT Drivers Asso-
ciation members from 
Gangtok and Rangpo 
were also present in the 

program. Assistant RTO, 
Nirmal sharma was the 
resource person who 
highlighted the respon-
sibilities of drivers and 
conductors during any 
type of incident. 

sI Rangpo Police sta-
tion, RN Adhikari high-
lighted the laws of IPC 
and CRPC. MO PHC Rang-
po, Dr Nikhil Topden in-
formed about the health 
facilities to be provided 
during accidents and re-
sponsibility of citizens. 

Legal Officer, Dilip 
Tamang discussed the 
insurance claim system 
and laws that drivers 
and conductors should 
be aware of. GM, Manish 
Pradhan mentioned that 
this type of program will 
be organized on a regular 
basis to refresh the driv-
ers about the new laws 
implemented under cen-
tral and state Motor Ve-
hicle Act.

Poklok-Kamrang Panchayats refute opposition’s allegations
BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 12 Nov: 

The Panchayat Presi-
dents of nine Gram 

Panchayat Units un-
der Poklok-Kamrang of 
south District have re-
futed allegations made 
by the opposition that 
the present government 
has curtailed the rights 
of Panchayats in the 
state.

The panchayat pres-
idents of Tingrithang, 
Wok, Poklok-Denchung, 
M a m l e y - K a m r a n g , 
Dolop-salghari, As-
sangthang, sorok-syam-
pani, Damthang-Jau-
bari, and Zilla Adakshya 
south District said this 
in a press conference 
held in Assangthang, 

south sikkim, today.
The Panchayat Pres-

idents collectively said 
that the present govern-
ment has not deprived 
them of their rights, in-
stead, the panchayats 
are able to work with 
more efficiency since 
the new government 
was formed. 

The sKM govern-
ment passed a law in the 

state Assembly abolish-
ing party-based Pancha-
yat elections, they said.

south District Zilla 
Adhakshya, Tshering 
Dem Bhutia said that 
the sKM government 
has never misguided or 
directed the panchayats 
to carry out their poli-
cies in order to gain fa-
vor among the people. 

“After the block de-

velopment officers were 
made the chairpersons 
for Garib Awas Yojana, 
the administration has 
been able to provide 
benefits to the needy 
more effectively,” she 
said.

One of the panchayat 
presidents said that they 
have never felt threat-
ened or controlled by the 
state government. 

“Don’t want to rush”: Health Minister on vaccinating children
New Delhi, 12 Nov [PTI]: 
Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on Thursday 
said the government does not 
want to make haste about ad-
ministering COVID-19 vaccine 
to children and any decision in 
this regard will be taken based 
on expert opinion.

On when vaccination for 
children could start as Zydus 
Cadila’s Covid vaccine has been 
granted emergency use authori-
sation for those 12-year-old and 
above, he said children were 
not being inoculated against 
COVID-19 on a large scale any-
where in the world though it has 
been initiated in some countries 
in a limited manner.

“We do not want to rush 
this thing. since this is a matter 
related to children, the expert 
group is carrying out further 
studies,” he said at the “Times 
Now summit 2021”.

All the vaccines which 
have currently received emer-
gency use authorisation will 

be granted full authorisation 
only after a detailed study and 
based on the data of four to five 
years, he said.

“It is through data and ex-
perience we have learnt that 
even after vaccination Covid 
can happen. Then again, data 
emerged stating that after vac-
cination one does not get se-
vere Covid. The first dose gives 
96 per cent protection and 
both doses give 98.5 per cent 
protection.

“About vaccinating the chil-
dren, we will make a decision 
based on expert opinion. We 
have decided to think and eval-
uate before going ahead with 
vaccinating children as they 
are the future of our country 
and we need to tread with cau-
tion in this matter,” the minis-
ter said.

On the probability of ad-
ministering a booster dose, he 
said adequate stocks are avail-
able and the aim is to complete 
the vaccination of the target 

population with two doses. Af-
ter that, a decision on booster 
dose would be taken based on 
expert recommendation, Mr 
Mandaviya said.

“The government cannot 
take a direct decision in such a 
matter. When the Indian Council 
of Medical Research and expert 
team will say that a booster dose 
should be given, we will consid-
er it then,” he said, adding Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has al-
ways depended on expert opin-
ion, be it vaccine research, man-
ufacturing or approval.

Despite a large population 
and diverse challenges, near-
ly 80 per cent of India’s adult 
population have taken at least 
the first dose. The country’s 
vaccination performance has 
been remarkable, Mr Mandavi-
ya said.

About Covaxin’s approval 
by WHO, the minister said that 
he had discussed the matter 
with WHO chief Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus on more 

than a couple of occasions to 
understand the requirements 
a vaccine needed to fulfil to get 
the clearance.

“It is a matter of great pride 
that a vaccine developed and 
manufactured in India has 
been given EUA status,” he said.

Asked if the delay in getting 
the EUA was because Covax-
in is an Indian vaccine and if 
there was there any discrimi-
nation against India, Mr Man-
daviya replied, “I will not get 
into this matter.”

He informed that 97 coun-
tries have recognised Covish-
ield and Covaxin.

In the coming days, vac-
cines manufactured in In-
dia will be made available 
around the globe at affordable 
rates, Mr Mandaviya said and 
stressed India will play a major 
role in global covid vaccination 
efforts.

“We will get 31 crore doses 
in November with more due in 
December. Another five to six 

companies are set to come to 
India to manufacture vaccines 
here. We will help meet the 
world’s requirement for Covid 
vaccines by providing $18 to 
$20 vaccines at $3 to $4. This is 
our commitment,” he said.

The minister said that 16 
crore vaccine doses are lying 
with the states and Union Ter-
ritories.

Referring to the “Har Ghar 
Dastak” vaccination at door-
step campaign, he said, “By 
December 31 we want to com-
plete our target of vaccinating 
people aged 18 and above. It 
now depends on people’s sup-
port.”

Asked about the possibility 
of a third wave, Mr Mandaviya 
said, “Covid is not over. Cases 
are rising globally. In Russia, 
China, Hong Kong cases are 
rising again despite more than 
80 per cent vaccination. Vacci-
nation and Covid-appropriate 
betests for the poor citizens 
free of cost.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTIVE AND WELFARE DEPARTMENT

LUMSAY, TADONG, EAST SIKKIM

QUOTATION NOTICE
PROCUREMENT OF IT PERIPHERAL
Sealed quotations are invited from the registered firm/ dealer having valid trade license for supply of IT pe-
ripheral on FOR basis:

Sl.No. Item Specification
1 Processor Intel® Core TM i3 – 10100
2 Graphics Integrated
3. RAM 4GBDDR4-2666 MHz RAM (1x4 GB)
4. HDD  1 TB
5. Audio Realtek AL C305 Codee, 2W internal speaker universal audio jack, combo 

microphone / headphone jack.
6. Monitor 18.5” LCD
7. Operating System Windows 10 Home single language 64-HP
8 Warranty 3 years.

PRINTER:

Sl.No. Item Specification
1. Laser Printer Print Technology : Monochrome Laser Print speed (black, normal quality, 

A4): up to 600 x 600 dpi (1200 dpi effective output ) Duplex print options 
: manual Standard media sizes : A4, A5, A6, B5, postcards, envelopes (C5, 
DL, B5) CONNECTIVITY: Parallel/Ethernet print server/ HI-Speed USB port.

1. Sealed quotations complete in all respects duly reflecting the unit price should reach the office of the 
undersigned within 24th November 2021 during working hours.

2. Quotations will be opened at 11:00 am on November 25, 2021 at the office of the undersigned at the 
address mentioned below in the presence of parties, who like to be present.

3. The price quoted should be final and inclusive of all taxes.
4. Vendor/ firm should be form the State of Sikkim and shall be responsible for providing support within two 
working days of the problem reported by the purchasing Department during the warranty period of 3 years.

5. Vendor / firm should be registered under GST & should have regularly filed GST till the time of submission 
of this quotation.

6. Vendor/firm should submit copy of trade license and firm registration and GST clearance certificate, certif-
icate of empanelment from IT Department.

7. Conditional/ incomplete quotations shall be summarily rejected.
8. The Department reserves the right to reject or accept the quotation without assigning any reason thereof.
By order

Sd/-
(Abinash Rai) SCS,

Joint Secretary to the Government of Sikkim
Social Justice & Welfare Department

(Social Welfare Division)

Monika Sharma’s 
Kanyadaan on YouTube
SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov: 

Monika sharma’s de-
but music video, 

Kanyadaan, was released 
today on her official You-
Tube channel, Monikai-
fy. Apart from providing 
the vocals, Monika has 
also written, composed 
and set the music for 
Kanyadaan.

The song also fea-
tures the voices of Geeta 
sharma and Pawan Rai. 

The 6:42 minute long 
music video has been di-
rected by sabin Tamang 
and features Monika in 
the lead role.

The music video was 
officially released by 
president, Press Club of 
sikkim, Joseph Lepcha, 
accompanied by Bishal 
subba, who was present 
as the guest of honour. 

Monika hails from 

samdong in East sikkim 
and is an engineer by 
profession.

she thanked everyone 
who contributed to make 
the music video possible. 

A team member of 
the music video, saurav 
Lepcha, informed that 
Kanyadaan was an hon-
est confession of a bride, 
especially at the time of 
leaving her home after 
marriage. 

The music video, he 
said, has also tried to 
showcase the culture, 
tradition and rituals as-
sociated with marriage 
and encouraged the sing-
er to continue with such 
projects in the days to 
come.

In his address, the 
chief guest appreciated 
the singer for choosing 
a good topic for her first 
project and comment-

ed that the music video 
could serve as a good 
document for people in 
the future. 

While congratulat-
ing the entire team of 
Kanyadaan, the guest of 
honour encouraged them 
to continue with the same 
zeal and come up with 
more such projects in the 
future. He also appealed to 
the people to support the 
work of the team.

SRM University inducts first 
year students for 2021-22

SaGar Chettri
Gangtok, 12 Nov: 

The induction pro-
gramme for first year 

students of the academic 
year 2021-22 of Rama-
samy Memorial Univer-
sity sikkim was held 
here on Friday. The pro-
gramme was chaired by 
Education Minister, Kun-
ga Nima Lepcha as the 
chief guest, while Addi-
tional Chief secretary to 
Education Department, 
GP Upadhyaya was pres-
ent as the guest of hon-
our.

Also present were 
Director [sCERT] Educa-
tion Department Dr Rob-
in Chettri, who is also in 
the Academic Council of 
sRM University sikkim, 
and sRM University sik-
kim Vice Chancellor, Prof 
Ch satish Kumar among 
other dignitaries.

In his address, the 
Education Minister ex-
pressed that induction 
day is an important day 
for students on start-
ing a new phase of their 
life. While mentioning 
that the present world 
has become very com-
petitive, he encouraged 
students of the univer-
sity to face challenges in 
a positive manner and 
find solutions to become 
successful in their future 
endeavors. He expressed 
that the university would 
play an important role 
in preparing students to 

face and deal with these 
future challenges.

The Minister congrat-
ulated sRM University 
sikkim Vice Chancellor 
for successfully leading 
the university to new 
heights. He further con-
gratulated the university 
for taking many innova-
tive initiatives to contrib-
ute in the development of 
education in the state. 

“Although it would be 
a new atmosphere for 
students from coming 
here in the university 
from different parts of 
sikkim and the coun-
try and even from oth-
er countries but always 
appreciate and respect 
culture and practice of 
each other to build a 
strong teamwork,” said 
the Additional Chief sec-
retary to Education De-
partment. 

He mentioned that 
education and health are 
top priority sectors for 
the Chief Minister and al-

ready many phenomenal 
works are happening in 
these sectors in the state. 
He also congratulated the 
university for launching 
its first research series, 
‘Multidisciplinary Re-
search series 2020’.

Likewise, Vice Chan-
cellor thanked the Min-
ister and Additional Cs 
of Education Department 
for their constant sup-
port in making the uni-
versity the best in the 
state. He mentioned that 
the university is always 
working on innovative 
ideas to implement best 
practices and provide 
quality education as per 
the need of the times. 

He also spoke about 
the multidisciplinary re-
search programmes of 
the university and vari-
ous upcoming research 
programmes and proj-
ects of the university in 
various fields.

Earlier, Associate 
Dean Faculty of sciences, 

Dr Govind Pratap singh, 
Associate Dean Faculty of 
Information Technology 
& Management, sundar 
Rajan and Associate Dean 
Faculty of social sciences, 
Manisha Thakuri gave a 
brief overview on initia-
tives taken up by the uni-
versity in their respective 
departments.

The induction pro-
gramme also witnessed 
the release of the uni-
versity’s first research 
series, ‘Multidisciplinary 
Research series 2020’. 
On the occasion, vari-
ous scholarships of the 
university were also 
awarded to the shortlist-
ed students. A final year 
student of the universi-
ty, Akash Bhardwaj also 
shared his experience in 
the university.

The programme end-
ed with the presentation 
of vote of thanks by coor-
dinator of Bachelor of so-
cial sciences, Dr Tilotama 
Pradhan.

Sanitary Pad Vending Machine 
installed in Rongyek School

SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

Marwari Yuva Manch 
Prerna Branch under 

Paschim Bengal sikkim 
Prantiya Marwari Yuva 
Manch installed a sani-
tary Pad Vending Machine 
at Rongyek secondary 
school, Decheling, today, a 
press release informs.

Tathangchen Coun-
cillor, Pema Lamtha in-
augurated the machine. 
Principal, teachers, staff 
and students of the school 
were also present during 
the occasion.

Complaint filed against 3 for beating dog to death
SUMMit report
Gangtok, 12 Nov:

People For Animals, 
sikkim, has reported 

an incident where a dog 
was brutally beaten to 
death in Lingding, Gang-
tok, on 09 Nov.

According  to a press 
release issued by 
Treasurer, PFA sik-
kim, Neelam subba, 
three men hung the 
dog by a rope and 
beat it with iron rods. 
The incident was wit-

nessed by kids of the 
locality who informed an 
animal lover, who then 
got in touch with PFA 
sikkim.

The three men 
claimed that they killed 
the dog because it had 

bitten one of them. 
The informer and a 

PFA member registered 
an FIR against the three 
men under the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Ani-
mals Act 1960 sections 
11(1)(L).

Tripura records 255 Dengue cases, 
10-times more than last year

Agartala, 12 Nov 
[NDTV]: Tripura has this 
year reported the highest 
number of annual den-
gue cases in the last five 
years. At least 255 cases 
of the mosquito-borne 
disease have been re-
corded across five of the 
state’s eight districts 
even as official data says 
the disease has caused no 
death so far. This is more 
than 10 times the num-
ber of cases recorded last 
year.

Among the total cas-
es, 76 were found in the 
Gomati district, 56 in 
the Unakoti district, 27 
in the sepahijala dis-
trict, and one case each 
in the North and south 
districts. Assessment by 
health officials shows 

that 95 per cent of the in-
fected persons are either 
rubber tappers or those 
staying adjacent to rub-
ber estates.

Tripura is the second 
largest rubber-produc-
ing state in India and the 
state government has 
historically incentivised 
cultivation to rehabili-
tate tribals in the hill dis-
tricts and create a steady 

source of revenue. It has 
also helped the govern-
ment control insurgency 
in the state.

state surveillance of-
ficer Dr Deep Debbarma 
said, “We visited some 
of the infected areas and 
found that most of the 
patients were working in 
rubber plantations. We 
advise them to wear full-
sleeve clothes to reduce 

exposure to the mosqui-
toes while they work in 
the gardens.”

According to official 
data, 127 dengue cases 
were reported in 2017, 
100 cases in 2018, 109 
cases in 2019, and 24 in 
2020.

A large number of 
dengue fever patients 
were detected in at least 
two districts of Tripura 
but the health officials 
have reassured the public 
that it’s not something to 
be alarmed about. With a 
positivity rate of 24.24% 
during the first ten days 
of November, a total of 
161 new cases were de-
tected in the state - 76 in 
Gomati and 56 in Unakoti 
districts, the two most af-
fected districts. 
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Care for the Children
Yes, they continue to be employed 
even before they are 14

It is now fifteen years since a ban was imposed in October 
2006 [under Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 

1986] against employment of under-14 year olds in “any” 
kind of work. At that time, spirits were high as one expect-
ed the prohibition of employing u-14’s in “any” work would 
clear out the grey areas under which we had continued to 
put children at risk. Unfortunately, we also underestimated 
the wickedness of our society, because thirty years since we 
sought to save children from laboring, and a full 12 since we 
clarified that they could not even be engaged as domestic 
servants, we continue to bond them into labour.

The Act had already been in place for 20 years before 
employment of minors even as domestic servants or helpers 
in restaurants and tea shops was banned. Ideally, expand-
ing the definition of work and widening the net to in-
clude more “employers” into the criminal bracket if they 
continue to engage child labour should have come after 
the original act had delivered exceptional results and the 
safety nets had been reinforced to catch the newly liber-
ated. These had to be backed with the right legislations 
and trainings to enforce this important law. Thirty years 
on, it is with a heavy heart that one highlights that none 
of these happened. Yes, under-14-year-olds are occasion-
ally rescued from hazardous places of work, but those 
rescues were taking place earlier as well and even before 
child labour was “prohibited and regulated”. How many 
private citizens has one heard of getting hauled to court 
for having employed minors at home?

The Act was never implemented in earnest in any of 
its forms and protection hence remains only on paper. 
While most of the focus on child labour, in sikkim at least, 
has revolved around their employment as domestic ser-
vants, albeit without any real effect or even embarrass-
ment, fact remains that many minors continue to work 
hazardous and much more strenuous occupations as 
well. Children who do not look more than 12 years old, 
and many, who appear to be borderline 14 year olds, can 
be seen employed at work sites, some even government 
sanctioned projects, and recently, some were even res-
cued from some shops in singtam. The bonded-labour 
tendencies of the employers or their selfish intent to 
maximise profits by employing minors [since they can be 
paid less and fired at will], are not the only reasons why 
child labour continues to confront sikkim at home and 
outside; a larger share of the blame lies with whichever 
authority it is that is shouldered with the responsibility 
to inform the people and enforce the ban.

No genuine attempt has been made to educate and po-
lice against the continued abuse of the law. Had such an 
attempt been made, there would not have been such 
avoidable conundrums as figuring out how or which 
agency is supposed to establish the age of an illegally 
employed child. When it comes to children who choose 
a depressing workplace over school, it is too much to 
expect them to circulate their CVs with their birth cer-
tificates attached. It will also be impractical to expect 
employers to prove the lawful age of their workers. so 
who does it then? And how? One could theorise on this 
aspect here, but the best people to work out an imple-
mentable guideline would be those who have worked 
at enforcing the ban. Only they would know the limita-
tions of the existing rules, provided of course, they have 
worked at implementing it. Children continue to fall 
through the gaps which can only get plugged once some 
hands-on experience is on call. There does not appear to 
be much of that available. such a scenario thirty years 
since the Act was promulgated and a full decade since it 
was expanded is not how childhoods can be saved.

Claims of COP26’s success have been unpicked – 
but political journalists have repeated the spin

RICHARD BLACK  PIERS FORSTER
theconversation.com

If there is one thing that everyone 
needs from a UN climate summit, 

it is clarity. Deciphering the mass 
of decisions, deals, pacts, coalitions 
and pledges matters greatly if sci-
entists, campaigners, policymakers 
and the public are to understand 
how the summit has advanced the 
goal of halting climate change and 
where it has fallen short.

For months now, political jour-
nalists in the UK have played up the 
notion that summit success is in-
timately tied to the personage and 
polemic power of Boris Johnson. 
Created in part by supportive news-
papers, the idea has a very practical 
consequence: the summit cannot 
fail. Which has had an unfortunate 
impact on clarity.

One of the distinguishing fea-
tures of the first week at COP26 
in Glasgow was a “blizzard” of an-
nouncements on three of the UK 
presidency’s four priorities – coal, 
cash and trees. They were preceded 
by a global pledge on reducing meth-
ane emissions, and succeeded by 
three evaluations of the combined im-
pact of these various announcements.

We suspect that the decision to 
launch this blizzard during week one 
of the summit had several overlap-
ping purposes. Firstly, it distracted 
attention from the start of formal ne-
gotiations, which can be a distinctly 
dysfunctional affair. The announce-
ments also brought real-economy 
stories such as the decline of coal 
into a COP setting. Finally, they allow 
the UK government to tell a story of 
COP “success” even if week two ne-
gotiations founders.

In all of these announcements, 
headline claims were more evident 
than clarity on the reality behind 
them. But claims can be unpicked: 
and unfortunately for the govern-
ment spin machine, many were.

UNsPINNING THE sPIN
Whereas Us president Joe Biden 

claimed the methane pledge could 

potentially reduce global warming 
by around 0.2°C, independent anal-
yses suggested the impact would be 
less than 0.04°C. A “Breakthrough 
Agenda” to align development in ar-
eas such as green hydrogen lacked 
any operational details.

Most glaringly, the claim that 
23 countries had for the first time 
pledged to phase out coal-fired elec-
tricity generation wilted under scru-
tiny. For example, ten of the nations, 
it emerged, are using no coal gener-
ation anyway.

Even as the claims were being 
probed, analysts Climate Resource 
calculated that all of these pledges, 
plus new targets announced by a 
few nations including India, could 
limit temperature rise to 1.9°C. A 
day later the International Energy 
Agency said 1.8°C.

The day after that, the Energy 
Transitions Commission declared 
the pledges had substantially closed 
the gap between likely emission lev-
els in 2030 and those needed to keep 
global warming below 1.5°C.

All gave crucial caveats, the most 
important being the two words “if 
enacted”. Pledges do not cut emis-
sions – policies do. And by common 

consent – now confirmed by the 
widely-respected Climate Action 
Tracker – the sum of governments’ 
policies is taking us towards 2.7°C of 
global warming.

Another less-discussed set of 
caveats concerns double-counting. 
Most obviously, if enacting one of 
these pledges makes it easier for 
a country to meet its overall 2030 
target, it is not necessarily obliged 
to achieve the emission cuts it had 
planned for in other areas.

And it is here that we return to 
the need for clarity.

In journalism, crucial caveats 
can go missing, especially in arti-
cles written by political journalists 
unfamiliar with the topic. And so 
it has transpired, with the sunday 
Times, for example, stating: “The 
UN warned before the summit that 
[temperatures] are set to rise to 
2.7°C. By the end of the week, ex-
perts suggested the agreements 
reached would lower this to 1.8°C.”

Two days later, when the Cli-
mate Action Tracker highlighted 
the yawning gap between coun-
tries’ headline pledges and concrete 
policies, we had headlines such as 
“World on track for disastrous heat-

ing of more than 2.4°C”.
As a recipe for confusing the 

public, it is hard to beat.
In reality the COP has made prog-

ress. The draft agreement recognis-
es the huge risks posed by climate 
change and the urgency of finding 
solutions. There has also been move-
ment on adaptation, finance and loss 
and damage – and this COP decision 
could be the first to urge phasing out 
of coal and ending fossil fuel subsidies.

As we enter the summit’s crucial 
final days, when spin flies around 
like chaff from a combine harvester, 
the stakes are higher than ever. That 
places an onus on scientists and an-
alysts for full clarity on the caveats, 
on journalists to reflect them, and 
on leaders not to over-claim. COP26 
will neither be a total success nor a 
total failure, but somewhere on the 
spectrum between. The details mat-
ter – not least for prioritising what 
comes next. 

[Richard Black is Honorary Re-
search Fellow, Grantham Institute, 
Imperial College London; Piers For-
ster is Professor of Physical Climate 
Change; Director of the Priestley In-
ternational Centre for Climate, Uni-
versity of Leeds]

tool use and language skills are linked in the 
brain – and practising one improves the other

CLAUDIO BROzzOLI & SIMON THIBAULT
theconversation.com

Language has traditionally been considered a 
complex skill which mobilises brain networks 

specifically dedicated to linguistic processing. But 
in recent years, neuroscience research has returned to 
this idea and offered new insights.
Notably, studies have suggested that areas of the brain 
which control certain language functions, such as pro-
cessing the meaning of words, are also involved in the 
control of fine motor skills.

syntax, the ability to correctly structure words into 
a sentence, is one of the most important features of 
language. While evidence had yet to link syntax skills 
specifically with motor control in the brain, research 
published in 2019 revealed a correlation between 
having good syntactic ability and being skilled at using 
tools.

With this in mind, our international research team 
was interested to know whether the use of tools en-
gages parts of the brain similar to those mobilised 
when we’re thinking about the construction of sen-
tences. 

We invited participants (244 across a series of ex-
periments) to perform tests consisting of motor train-
ing and syntax exercises in French. Our new findings, 
published in the journal science, show that these two 
skills do engage the same region of the brain. We also 
found motor training with a tool improves our ability 
to understand the syntax of complex sentences, and 
vice versa.

For the motor training, we asked participants to 
use mechanical pliers to insert small pegs into differ-
ent holes. In the syntax exercise, participants were 
shown sentences such as “The scientist who admires 
the poet writes an article” or similar sentences with 
more complex syntax like “The scientist whom the 
poet admires writes an article”. They then had to judge 
statements such as “The poet admires the scientist” as 
being true or false.

For the first part of our analysis, we used brain 
imaging techniques (functional magnetic resonance 
imaging, or fMRI) to identify the brain networks acti-
vated during each task.

We observed that the motor training and the syn-
tactic exercises activated common areas of the brain 
in a region called the basal ganglia. The two tasks acti-
vated these common parts of the brain in similar ways 
(for example, we observed similar distribution of the 
activations).

WE WANTED TO KNOW MORE
Once we had ascertained that these two skills use 

the same brain resources, we wondered, is it possible 
to train in one to improve the other? Would motor 
training with the mechanical pliers improve compre-
hension of complex sentences?

so in the second part of our study, we invited a new 
sample of participants to complete a syntactic com-
prehension task before and after a 30-minute motor 
training with the pliers.

In the syntax task, we found that after motor train-
ing, participants performed better with sentences 
considered more difficult compared to before motor 
training.

To be confident this improvement wasn’t an effect 
of having completed the syntax activity earlier, we 
compared these results with three control groups – 
one which did not receive any motor training between 
the syntax activities (they were shown a wildlife vid-
eo) and two groups which were given motor training 
tasks to complete with their bare hands. None of these 
groups showed a significant improvement in the lan-

guage task.
We also had a group of participants complete the 

pliers exercise before and after a modified version the 
language exercise, to ascertain whether the reverse 
was true. We found practising complex syntactic skills 
improved motor performance with the tool, though 
training with simpler syntactic structures did not.

FUTURE APPLICATIONs
Paleoneurobiology, the study of the brain’s evolu-

tion, has indicated that brain areas related to language 
increased in our ancestors during times of technolog-
ical boom, when the use of tools became more wide-
spread.

Taken together with modern neuroscience re-
search, this link between language and tool use in the 
brain is not new. But as we continue to build our un-
derstanding in this space, we pave the way to harness 
this association for good.

We are now considering how we could apply our 
research findings clinically. For example, it might be 
possible to support the development of language skills 
in some patients with relatively well-preserved motor 
skills, such as young people with developmental lan-
guage disorders. 

[Claudio Brozzoli is Researcher at INSERM U1028 
Centre de Recherche en Neuroscience de Lyon - Im-
pact team, Karolinska Institutet; Simon Thibault is 
Postdoctoral Researcher, Lyon Neuroscience Research 
Center, Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1]
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2 UP police officials suspended 

after delhi hC wrath

M U z A F F A R N A G A R 
(UP), NOV 12 (PTI): 
Two Uttar Pradesh Po-
lice officials have been 
suspended after the Del-
hi High Court pulled up 
the neighbouring state’s 
police department for 
illegally arresting a Del-
hi-based man and his 
son.

The second son of 
the Delhi-based man had 
eloped with a 21-year-
old woman from sham-
li in Uttar Pradesh and 
married her against the 
wishes of her family.

Station House Officer 
(sHO) of shamli Kotwa-

li Pankaj Tyagi and the 
investigation officer of 
the case sH sharma have 
been suspended and an 
inquiry has been initiat-
ed into the illegal arrests, 
shamli superintendent 
of Police (sP) sukirti 
Madhav Mishra said on 
Friday.

The Delhi-based 
man’s son and the 
woman from sham-
li got married a few 
months ago.

The father of the 
woman alleged on sep-
tember 8 that she was 
abducted by the two 
Delhi-based men and 

got a police complaint 
lodged against them. 
subsequently, the Uttar 
Pradesh Police arrested 
the father-son duo from 
Delhi.

The couple filed a 
writ petition under 
section 164 (record-
ing of statement of the 
accused or witness or 
the aggrieved before 
the magistrate) of the 
Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure (CrPC) in the 
Delhi High Court, stat-
ing that they had at-
tained the legal age for 
marriage and had mar-
ried each other of their 

own will. The man also 
alleged that his father 
and brother were illegal-
ly arrested.

Taking cognisance 
of the petition, the Del-
hi High Court pulled up 
the Uttar Pradesh police 
on October 28 for the 
arrests and said such il-
legal acts were not per-
missible and will not be 
tolerated in the national 
capital.

Justice Mukta Gupta 
had said she will “take 
action” against the Uttar 
Pradesh police for violat-
ing the law at every step 
in the case.

Odisha logs 263 new COVID 
cases, 3 more fatalities

BHUBANESWAR, NOV 
12 (PTI): Odisha on Fri-
day reported 263 fresh 
COVID-19 cases, eight 
less than the previous 
day, with the tally rising 
to 10,44,962, a health 
department official 
said.

The death toll rose 
to 8,373 as three more 
persons - two from Khu-
rda and one from Ma-
yurbhanj - succumbed 
to the disease in the last 
24 hours, he said.

Fifty-three other 

COVID patients have 
so far died due to co-
morbidities, the official 
said.

Khurda district, 
which comprises the 
state capital Bhu-
baneswar, registered 
129 fresh cases, fol-
lowed by Cuttack 
(21), he said, adding 
that 44 new patients 
are below 18 years of 
age.

Odisha now has 
2,884 active cases.

At least 308 more 

patients recuperated 
from the disease in the 
last 24 hours, taking the 
total number of recover-
ies to 10,33,652, the offi-
cial said.

Over 2.26 crore sam-
ple tests have been con-
ducted for COVID-19 so 
far.

More than 2.65 crore 
people have been inoc-
ulated in the state with 
around 1.30 crore of 
them having received 
both doses of the vac-
cines, he added.

Three new cases take COVID 
tally of Andamans to 7,668

Port Blair, Nov 12 
(PTI): The number of 
active COVID-19 cases in 
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands rose to 11 as three 
more persons tested 
positive for the infection, 
while only one patient 
was cured of the disease 
in the last 24 hours, an 
official said on Friday.

The fresh infections 
raised the tally in the 
Union Territory to 7,668, 
he said.

“The COVID situation 
has been under control. 
The number of active 
cases, which remained 
in single digit in the last 
two days, rose to 11 with 
three new cases,” the of-
ficial said.

All the fresh cases 
were detected during 
contact tracing.

The death toll re-
mained at 129 as no new 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours, the official 
said.

At least 7,528 people 
have so far recovered 
from the disease in the 
archipelago.

The local adminis-
tration has adopted an 
approach of tracking, 

testing and treating, he 
said, adding that people 
arriving here from the 
mainland are mandato-
rily required to undergo 
COVID tests.

Altogether, 5,14,559 
people have been inoc-
ulated with 2,19,611 of 
them having received 
both doses of the vac-
cines.

Of the total number 

of immunised people, 
1,74,188 beneficiaries in 
the age group of 18 to 44 
years have been vacci-
nated till date, the official 
said.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administration 
has conducted over 6.12 
lakh sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, and the 
positivity rate stands at 
1.25 per cent, he added.

2 women, infant killed in accident in UP
Muzaffarnagar (UP), 
Nov 12 (PTI): Two 
women and an infant girl 
were killed on Friday af-
ter their car collided with 
a speeding truck on the 
Karnal-Meerut Highway 

near Phugana village 
here, police said.

The incident also left two 
people injured, they said.

Circle officer Sharad 
Chander sharma said the 
incident took place when 

the family of five were 
going to Meerut where 
the victim women had to 
appear for an examina-
tion for the selection of 
sub inspector.

The deceased have 

been identified as Vanita, 
Rubi and one-year-old 
Misti, the officer said.

The injured - Vipin 
Kumar and sagar - are 
undergoing treatment at 
the hospital, he added.

zika cases reported in Lucknow
Lucknow, Nov 12 (PTI): 
Two cases of Zika virus 
have been reported in 
the state capital, a senior 
government official said 
here on Friday.

Lucknow is the third 
district in the state to re-
port the virus after Kan-
pur and Kannauj.

With this, the total 
number of Zika virus cas-
es in the state has gone 
up to 111 of which 108 
have been reported from 
Kanpur and one from 
Kannauj, the official said.

As many as 17 pa-
tients in Kanpur have re-
covered.

The patients in Luc-
know -- a 30-year-old 
man residing in Hussain-
ganj area and a 24-year-

old woman from Krish-
nanagar area on Kanpur 
Road -- have been isolat-
ed and are stable. Their 
samples were taken for 
tests under random sam-
pling.

The samples of their 
close contacts have 
been taken and fogging 

and anti-larva spray is 
being done in the vicin-
ity of their homes, he 
said.

Additional Chief sec-
retary, Medical Health, 
Amit Mohan Prasad 
had instructed the offi-
cials concerned to take 
all measures to check 

spread of the disease.
During his visit to 

Kanpur on Wednesday, 
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanth held discussions 
with the district and 
health authorities and 
reviewed the efforts to 
deal with the Zika virus 
in the district.

Suspected militant arrested in JK’s Ganderbal district
Srinagar, Nov 12 
(PTI): security forces 
have arrested an alleged 
militant from Ganderbal 
district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, police said on 
Friday.

The accused was ar-
rested at a police check 
point erected near Khann 
in Ganderbal district 
on Thursday, the police 
spokesperson said.

The suspect, identi-
fied as Arshad Ahmad 
Mir, was booked under 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, and section 
7/25 of the Arms Act as 
preliminary investiga-
tion revealed he was a 
close associate of terror 

group Lashkar-e-Toiba.
Police also found the 

Mir was involved in recruit-
ment of his brother Latif 

Ahmed Mir in the group.
According to the 

spokesperson, Latif Mir 
was earlier arrested un-

der section 13 and 39 of 
the UAPA and Arms Act 
at Kheer Bhawani Police 
station.

Meghalaya 
records one more 
Covid death, 
20 new cases
SHILLONG, NOV 11 
(PTI): Meghalaya on 
Thursday reported 20 
fresh Covid-19 cas-
es pushing the tally to 
83,962, while one more 
fatality took the death 
toll to 1462, a health de-
partment official said.

The North-eastern 
state now has 273 active 
cases, Health services Di-
rector Dr Aman War said.

Altogether 64 coro-
navirus patients recov-
ered on Thursday, tak-
ing the total number of 
cured people to 82,227.

Out of the 20 new cas-
es, 13 were detected in East 
Khasi Hills district, three in 
West Khasi Hills, two from 
West Garo Hills and one 
each from East Garo Hills 
and Ri Bhoi, War said.

Meghalaya has con-
ducted over 11.71 lakh 
tests for Covid-19.

Till Wednesday, a to-
tal of 18.22 lakh people 
have been inoculated in 
the state and 7.02 lakh of 
them have received both 
doses of the vaccines, 
War said.

6-yr-old girl raped by relative: Police
Budaun (UP), Nov 12 
(pti): A six-year-old girl 
was allegedly raped by 
her relative in a village un-
der Ujhani police station 
area of the district here, 
police said on Friday.

The accused has been 

arrested, police said.
The victim was play-

ing outside her house on 
Thursday evening when 
the accused, aged 22, 
took her away to a near-
by forest and allegedly 
raped her, police said.

On finding the girl 
missing, the parents 
searched for the girl and 
traced her to the forest on 
being told by villagers that 
they had seen her going 
with the accused that side. 
The girl was taken to the 

police station from where 
she was sent to the district 
hospital for medical exam-
ination.

A case has been reg-
istered and the accused 
was arrested on Friday, 
police added.
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after claiming hasan ali’s dropped catch was 
turning point, Babar says players can catches

Dubai, Nov 12 (PTI): 
pakistan captain Babar 
Azam sought to make 
amends for his comment 
that Hasan Ali’s dropped 
catch of Matthew Wade 
was the turning point 
of their T20 World Cup 
semifinals defeat to Aus-
tralia, saying players 
dropping catches was 
part of game and the 
costly mistake was not 
the reason for his team’s 
ouster.

After Pakistan suf-
fered a five-wicket de-
feat, courtesy Wade’s 
sensational three con-
secutive sixes off sha-
heen shah Afridi in the 
19th over, Babar had said 
at the post-match pre-
sentation that the sce-
nario of the match could 
have been different had 
the catch been taken.

At the post-match 
press conference, he re-
peated some of what he 
said but insisted that 
dropping catches was 
part of the game and he 
and the team would back 
Ali to the hilt.

“On the day, catches 
were dropped and be-
cause of that the match 
changed. Had the catch 
not been dropped, the 
scenario would have 
been different. But this is 
part of the game and the 
more we learn from our 
mistakes the better,” he 
said.

When a reporter 
asked if he now real-
ised that Ali’s form was 
not good throughout 

the tournament and his 
dropped catch was the 
reason for Pakistan’s 
ouster from the tourna-
ment, he said, I don’t feel 
like that.”

“He is our main bowl-
er and has won many 
matches for Pakistan. 
Players do drop catches 
sometimes.”

Babar, who was one 
of the standout perform-
ers among batters in the 
tournament, said Ali is “a 
bit down” but “fighting 
out” and the team will 
support him.

“He is fighting it out 
and I will keep backing 
him. Every player cannot 
perform in every game. 
some individuals who 
are having a good day 
try to make the most of 
it and come up with good 
performances, he said.

Yes, he is a bit down. 
We will keep backing 

him and giving him con-
fidence. People will say a 
lot of things, but we are 
behind him, he added.

Besides the costly 
dropped catch, Ali was 
also off colour with the 
ball as he leaked 44 
runs from his four overs 
without any wicket. But 
Babar refused to enter-
tain any suggestion that 
Ali should not have been 
in the team.

“As a player you need 
confidence, we have 
backed Hasan Ali. From 
the management and 
from my side I have given 
him backing. Performing 
or not performing on a 
day is not in your hands, 
the important thing is 
the effort and he gave the 
effort.

“Unfortunately, it 
(performance) did not 
happen but it’s all right 
and he will do better go-

ing ahead.”
Babar also defended 

the team combination 
and refused to accept 
the theory that Pakistan 
should have used more 
spin options against Aus-
tralia, who normally play 
fast bowling well.

“We had spin op-
tions including shoaib 
Malik and (Mohammad) 
Hafeez, we had four 
spinners. But because 
of the situation and con-
ditions we did not uti-
lise them. Hafeez bhai 
looked a bit off colour 
today so I did not give 
him more overs.

“shaheen Afridi and 
Haris Rauf did very 
well, shadab Khan was 
outstanding. We had be-
lief in our combination 
and we stuck to it. The 
result did not go our 
way but we will try to 
learn from this defeat.”

Babar said overall 
his side played well in 
the tournament and the 
players should be proud 
of their performance.

“It was disappointing 
to lose the match. We put 
up a good total but unfor-
tunately it did not finish 
the way we wanted. The 
effort throughout the 
tournament and the way 
the boys fought, I have 
full belief and confidence 
that this will continue 
like this.

“It’s T20 cricket, 
there will  be runs and 
bowlers will  get hit . 
We gave outstanding 
performance in the 
group stage, fast-
er we learn better 
it will  be for us. We 
learn something ev-
ery day and will  try 
to ensure that we don’t 
commit mistakes going 
forward.

2 athletes COVID-19 positive in Beijing Games warmup events
Beijing, Nov 12 (AP) 
Organizers of February’s 
Winter Olympics in Bei-
jing said Friday that two 
foreign athletes had test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
in ongoing test events for 
the Games.

They also expressed 
sympathy for a Polish 
luge competitor who 
fractured his leg at the 
Olympics sliding center 
this week in a crash that 
has been blamed on hu-
man error.

The two who tested 
positive are among 1,500 
competitors and staff 
who have come into the 
country since the test 
events began in early Oc-
tober, said Huang Chun, 
the deputy director gen-
eral of the pandemic 
prevention office for the 
Games.

He didn’t identify 
them or their country, 
but said they had come 
on a chartered plane 
for luge training and 
the World Cup. Neither 

showed symptoms and 
both were allowed to 
train, but they had to stay 
in a quarantine hotel and 
eat their meals alone.

China has among the 
strictest COVID preven-
tion policies in the world. 
Entry to the country is 
restricted, and virtually 
everyone who does must 
quarantine in a hotel for 
at least two weeks, even 

if they are vaccinated 
and test negative.

The quarantine re-
quirement is being 
waived for the test 
events and the Games, 
but participants must 
live and compete in iso-
lation from the rest of 
the population in Chi-
na. The athletes speak 
to Beijing-based media 
over video, not in per-

son.
Closed loop manage-

ment not only serves 
the Games well, but also 
prevents further spread 
of the virus,” Huang said.

“This is our goal.
Polish luge competi-

tor Mateusz sochowicz, 
who was 20th in last 
season’s World Cup 
rankings, crashed into 
a gate that should have 

been open on Monday 
at the sliding center 
in Yanqing, where the 
downhill ski events will 
also be held.

We express our sin-
cere sympathy to the in-
jured athlete,” said Zhao 
Weidong, the director 
general of the media de-
partment for the Games.

No one wants to see 
athletes injured.

Yao Hui, the director 
of venue management, 
declined to provide fur-
ther details on the crash 
beyond what has been 
released by the Interna-
tional Luge Federation 
and the Beijing Organiz-
ing Committee.

He said that medi-
cal workers were on the 
scene within three min-
utes and that an ambu-
lance took sochowicz to 
a hospital in 19 minutes 
despite the mountainous 
terrain. He was expected 
to be discharged from 
the hospital Friday, Yao 
said.

Rahane to lead India in 1st Test; 
all-format stars rested, Vihari dropped 

as Shreyas back in Test squad

New Delhi, Nov 12 
(PTI): Vice-captain 
Ajinkya Rahane will lead 
India in the first Test 
against New Zealand be-
fore regular skipper Vi-
rat Kohli returns for the 
second match even as 
some all-format bigwigs 
got complete rest from 
the assignment in line 
with the BCCI’s workload 
management of players.

Newly appointed 
T20 captain and regular 
opener Rohit sharma, 
wicketkeeper Rishabh 
Pant, and pacers Jasprit 
Bumrah and Mohammed 
shami have all been rest-
ed from the two matches 
in Kanpur (November 25 
to 29), and Mumbai (De-
cember 3 to 7).

“Virat Kohli will join 
the squad for the second 
Test and will lead the 
team,” BCCI secretary Jay 
shah said in a statement.

Middle-order bat-
ter shreyas Iyer made 
a comeback in the 
Test squad along with 
off-spinner Jayant Ya-
dav. The Test series will 
be preceded by a three-
match T20 series begin-
ning November 17 in 
Jaipur. Kohli will not be a 
part of the T20 series af-
ter opting to take a break.

One of the notable 
absentees from the Test 
side was Hanuma Vihari, 
who has been dropped 
from the 16-member 
squad (will be 17 in next 
Test).

Vihari, it is learnt, is 
being added to the India 
A squad for the tour of 
south Africa where he 
will get three matches to 
stake a claim in the main 
squad which will start its 
series in the last week of 

December.
“We are sending Vi-

hari to south Africa for 
the A series and his per-
formance in the three 
‘A Test’ matches will be 
monitored,” a senior 
BCCI functionary con-
firmed the development 
to PTI.

According to sourc-
es close to the selection 
committee, Vihari’s cur-
rent form, and not past 
record, has been taken 
into account while se-
lecting the Test squad.

Vihari, in his last six 
first-class innings for 
county team Warwick-
shire, produced scores 
of 32, 52, 8, 0, 24, and 
43 not out. In the recent 
syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, 
his output across four in-
nings read 26, 7, 57 and 
4.

It is understood that 
Vihari’s defensive game 
is pretty similar to that of 
both stand-in vice-cap-
tain Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Rahane, who are go-
ing to bat at No.3 and 4 
respectively.

The reason behind in-
cluding a more flamboy-
ant Iyer is that against 
the second new ball, he 
can play a counter-at-
tacking knock.

Ditto for someone 
like Mayank Agarwal, in 
case he is not used in his 
familiar opening position 
and dropped down the 
order.

Interestingly, all 
the three openers in 
the squad -- KL Rahul, 
Agarwal and shubman 
Gill -- at some point 
in their careers, have 
batted in middle-order 
in Tests as well as first-
class matches.

There is a possibili-
ty that Agarwal and not 
Iyer will play in that mid-
dle-order slot.

Veteran Wriddhiman 
saha, the oldest Indian 
Test player in this cur-
rent set-up at 37, will 
get another crack at the 
traditional format during 
the two matches at Green 
Park and Wankhede.

Veteran spinners 
Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Ravindra Jadeja are 
the first choice tweak-
ers with Axar Patel, who 
had a great series against 
England at home, also in 
with a chance.

Jayant, an off-spinner 
and stable middle-order 
batter, is also back in the 
series having done rea-
sonably well in the 2016-
17 series at home against 
England. He is the back-
up for Ashwin.

The pace attack will 
be led by Ishant sharma 
with Umesh Yadav and 
Mohammed siraj being 
the other options.

Prasidh Krishna is 
the fourth pacer in the 
squad and wicket-keeper 
Ks Bharath has een re-
warded for being in the 
fringe with a call-up in 
the Test squad.

India’s Test squad: 
Ajinkya Rahane (Cap-
tain), KL Rahul, 
Mayank Agarwal, 
Cheteshwar Pujara 
(vice-captain), shub-
man Gill, shreyas Iyer, 
Wriddhiman saha 
(wicket-keeper), Ks 
Bharat (wicket-keeper), 
Ravindra Jadeja, R. Ash-
win, Axar Patel, Jayant 
Yadav, Ishant sharma, 
Umesh Yadav, Moham-
med siraj, Prasidh 
Krishna.

Pathetic display of spirit of game: Gambhir 
on Warner’s six off double-bounced ball

New Delhi, Nov 12 
(PTI): Former India 
opener Gautam Gambhir 
has slammed Australian 
batter David Warner for 
hitting a double-bounced 
delivery off Mohammed 
Hafeez for a six during 
their T20 World Cup 
semifinal win over Paki-
stan, saying it was a “pa-
thetic display of spirit of 
the game”.

In the eighth over of 
Australia’s run chase, 
the first ball from Hafeez 
slipped out of his hand 
and bounced twice. War-
ner moved outside leg 
and swung it over deep 
mid-wicket for a six.

From the subsequent 
no ball, Warner got two 
more runs. Thanks to 
that six, Australia got 13 
runs from that over. Aus-
tralia chased down the 
177-run target with five 
wickets and one over to 
spare.

“What an absolutely 
pathetic display of spirit 
of the game by a Warner! 
#shameful What say @

ashwinravi99?” Gambhir 
tweeted trying to imply 
that Warner should have 
left the delivery as its had 
slipped out of Hafeez’s 
hand.

However, no cricket-
ing law calls for such a 
delivery to be considered 
dead.

senior India 
off-spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin, 
who was criticised in 
the past for running 
out Jos Buttler at the 
non-striker’s end af-
ter he backed up too 
early and issuing a warn-
ing to Aaron Finch in the 
IPL, commented on Gam-
bhir’s tweet after it was 

described as a “bad take” 
in replies.

“His point is that if 
this is right , that was 
right. If that was wrong 
, this is wrong too. Fair 
assessment?” tweeted 
Ashwin.

“Absolutely it was 
a wonderful hit by @
davidwarner31. Great 
shot,” the senior Indian 
off-spinner wrote.

Warner went on to 
make 49 off 30 balls 
with the help of three 
fours and as many sixes. 
Matthew Wade hit three 
consecutive sixes off 
shaheen shah Afridi to 
notch up the sensational 
five-wicket win.

Clippers rally to beat Heat 112-109, win 6th in a row
LOS ANGELES (AP): Af-
ter losing four of their 
first five games, the Los 
Angeles Clippers are roll-
ing. And they’re showing 
they can play with the 
lead when Paul George 
needs a breather.
George scored 27 points, 
Reggie Jackson added all 
of his 22 in the second 
half and the Clippers 
hung on to beat the Mi-
ami Heat 112-109 Thurs-
day night for their sixth 
straight win.

Eric Bledsoe had 21 
points and Ivica Zubac 
finished with 18 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
Clippers, who trailed 
by 17 points in the first 
quarter when Miami’s 
Bam Adebayo scored 19 
points.

Adebayo had a sea-

son-high 30 points and 
11 rebounds. Kyle Low-
ry scored 22 of his 25 
points in the fourth, 
when Miami outscored 
the Clippers 9-4 over the 
final 1:36.

“I like that Kyle. I like 
that type of Kyle. I like 
that aggressive Kyle,” 
Adebayo said. “I like the 
way he got to his spots. I 
feed off that.”

Miami dropped its third 
in a row and fourth of five.

“I was trying to just 
find a way to get a win,” 
Lowry said. “I had op-
portunity, I attacked a 
lot more. And just trying 
to be a little bit more as-
sertive on my team, but it 
doesn’t matter because 
we still lost the game.”

Tyler Herro added 23 
points while missing all 

of his six 3-pointers for 
Miami.

Jackson made two 
free throws with 3.9 sec-
onds to go for a three-
point lead. P.J. Tucker 
turned the ball over 
when Nicolas Batum bat-
ted away his inbounds 
pass from the sideline to 
Terance Mann.

“I just tried to anticipate 
a little bit,” Batum said.

George sat down ear-
ly in the third, but Jack-
son and Bledsoe showed 
the Clippers were in ca-
pable hands.

Jackson’s 3-pointer 
gave the Clippers their 
first lead of the game in 
the third after he scored 
his first points of the 
game on their previous 
possession. He finished 
with 15 in the period, 

with the Clippers clos-
ing on a 21-12 run to 
lead 86-78 going into the 
fourth.

“We’re just play-
ing with more flow and 
pace,” said Bledsoe, who 
is back for his second 
stint with the Clippers. 
“We got tons of shooters.”

Adebayo’s dunk pro-
vided the Heat’s only lead 
in the third, 66-65. Jack-
son and Bledsoe keyed 
LA’s big run, combining 
for 19 points. Zubac’s 
dunk off Bledsoe’s pass 
was the only time Jack-
son and Bledsoe didn’t 
score during the spurt.

The Clippers erased all 
of their 17-point deficit in 
the second and trailed 58-
56 at halftime.

Bledsoe kept it up in 
the fourth, scoring sev-

en straight, capped by a 
3-pointer that pushed the 
Clippers’ lead to 93-82.

It was Adebayo’s 
show in the first quarter, 
when he scored near-
ly half of the Heat’s 40 
points and they led by 
17. Even when he sat in 
the last couple minutes, 
Max strus hit back-to-
back 3-pointers to pre-
serve Miami’s comfort-
able lead. Buoyed by 
Adebayo’s offense, the 
Heat shot 68% and dom-
inated the paint, 22-8.

“We knew exactly 
what was coming. The 
speed at which they did 
it we weren’t ready for,” 
Clippers coach Tyronn 
Lue said. “We looked like 
we were the team that 
was on a back-to-back in-
stead of those guys.”
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disease center urges Germans 
to cancel or avoid big events

BERLIN (AP): Germa-
ny’s disease control cen-
ter is calling for people 
to cancel or avoid large 
events and to reduce 
their contacts as the 
country’s coronavirus in-
fection rate hits the latest 
in a string of new highs.
The center, the Rob-
ert Koch Institute, said 
Friday that Germany’s 
infection rate climbed 
to 263.7 new cases per 
100,000 residents over 
seven days, up from 
249.1 the previous day.

Germany reported 
48,640 new cases Fri-
day, a day after the daily 
total topped 50,000 for 
the first time. Another 
191 COVID-19 deaths 
brought Germany’s total 
in the pandemic so far to 
97,389.

While the infection 
rate isn’t yet as high as 
in some other European 
countries, its relentless 
rise in Germany has set 
off alarm bells. Outgo-
ing Chancellor Angela 
Merkel plans to meet 
with the country’s 16 
state governors to coor-
dinate nationwide mea-
sures next week, and 
parliament is mulling 
legislation that would 
provide a new legal 
framework for restric-
tions over the winter.

“We must now do 
everything necessary to 
break this momentum,” 
Health Minister Jens 
spahn told reporters. 
“Otherwise it will be a 

bitter December for the 
whole country.”

In its weekly report 
released late Thursday, 
the Robert Koch Insti-
tute said it “urgently 
advises canceling larger 
events if possible, but 
also reducing all other 
unnecessary contacts.” 
If such events can’t be 
avoided, it added, peo-
ple should take a test 
before attending, re-
gardless of whether 
they are vaccinated.

The head of the in-
stitute, Lothar Wieler, 
said Friday that there 
are fewer usable hospi-
tal beds than at any time 
during the pandemic, 
with more than half 

of intensive care units 
reporting “acute staff 
shortages” as they did 
during Germany’s pre-
vious peak in January.

In the worst-affected 
areas, he said, the num-
ber of people attending 
large events should be 
reduced or authorities 
should consider ban-
ning such events and 
closing bars or clubs.

Most German re-
gions restrict access to 
many indoor facilities 
and events to people 
who have been vacci-
nated against the virus, 
have recovered from 
COVID-19 or recently 
received negative test 
results — with the lat-

ter category now being 
excluded in an increasing 
number of areas. But 
enforcement is often 
slack.

Germany has strug-
gled to bring new mo-
mentum to its vaccina-
tion campaign lately, 
with a bit over two-
thirds of the popula-
tion fully vaccinated, 
and has balked so far at 
ordering vaccine man-
dates for any profes-
sional group. Officials 
also want to ensure 
more people who were 
inoculated months ago 
get booster shots.

spahn said he will 
order the revival of free 
rapid COVID-19 tests, 

which were scrapped a 
month ago in an effort 
to persuade more people 
to get vaccinated, effec-
tive saturday.

He said he favors 
limiting public events to 
the vaccinated and those 
who have recovered from 
COVID-19, and also re-
quiring them to be tested 
beforehand.

spahn said Germany 
will declare neighboring 
Austria, whose infec-
tion rate is far higher, a 
“high-risk area” starting 
sunday. That means peo-
ple arriving from Austria 
who haven’t been vacci-
nated or recovered will 
have to go into quaran-
tine.

Gaza doctor seeks apology from israel for daughters’ deaths
JerUSaleM (ap): Izzeldin Abuelaish 
captured widespread sympathy in Israel 
when he lost three daughters and a niece 
in an Israeli strike during the 2009 war in 
the Gaza strip. Now, the Palestinian doctor 
is seeking justice in Israel’s highest court.

Abuelaish is scheduled to appear be-
fore the supeme Court in Jerusalem on 
Monday in hopes of receiving an apology 
from Israel and compensation for his loss.

The Harvard-educated doctor, a wid-
ower who moved to Canada after the trag-
edy, says he is hopeful that he will prevail. 
But after a lower court rejected his case 
in 2018, he knows he might have traveled 
9,000 kilometers (6,000 miles) only to 
lose again.

In an interview with The Associated 
Press, Abuelaish said that such an out-
come would only shine a brighter light on 
the injustice of his family’s pain. Either 
way, he says, the retelling of the story is a 
step in itself on the path toward a legacy of 
peace for his daughters — of “creating life 
from death and killing.”

“If we have a positive answer from the 
court, this is a great success,” Abuelaish 
said. But whatever the legal result, “I am 
determined we are not the victims any-
more.”

Abuelaish, 66, was an obstetrician and 

peace activist well known in Israel even 
before the tragedy. He had worked in an 
Israeli hospital while living in Gaza. And 
during the war, launched to end Hamas’ 
rocket fire on Israeli border towns, he of-
ten gave updates to Israeli media in fluent 
Hebrew.

But on Jan. 16, 2009, live television 
broadcast a nightmarish, real-time report 
from Abuelaish to Israelis watching Chan-
nel 10 for news about the war.

“My daughters have been killed,” he 
sobbed into a phone. A journalist listened 
at the other end of the line as the audio 
aired live.

The blast from the Israeli strike took 
the lives of his daughters Aya, 14, Bes-
san, 21, and Mayar, 15, as well as his niece 
Noor, 17. Footage from the scene shows 
Abuelaish directing the evacuation of an-
other daughter, shatha, 17, who was se-
verely wounded but survived.

For 13 years, Abuelaish has battled in 
Israeli courts and the public arena to de-
liver justice to his family for what he says 
was a terrible mistake by the Israeli army.

The government says the law shields 
the military from liability for wartime ac-
tions. In 2018, a lower court sided with 
the army. Abuelaish’s appeal to that ruling 
had been delayed by the coronavirus pan-

demic, until Monday.
There have been bright spots, Abue-

laish said. Two weeks ago, he learned that 
an expectant Israeli mother had read of 
his journey and decided to name her baby 
Aya — after his own daughter. Abuelaish 
says he’ll meet the girl, now 8 years old, 
and her family over the weekend.

“I am so moved,” he said, reading from 
the letter a few days before leaving his 
home in Toronto for Israel this week. “I 
didn’t know what to do, what to say.”

That’s rare for the widower and fa-
ther of five surviving children, who has 
spoken around the world about the need 
for facts, truth and equality — and the 
cost of hate and war. He’s been clear 
about what he wants to make of his 
daughters’ legacy. His book is titled in 
part, “I shall Not Hate.”

Abuelaish’s presence in Israel is an 
accomplishment in itself. Few Gazans 
are allowed to enter the country and the 
success of his cooperation with friends 
and colleagues in Israel is even rarer.

He has established the Daughters For 
Life Foundation to give out scholarships, 
as it did on Thursday to two young women 
at The Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

He also wants to establish a college 
for Middle Eastern women, perhaps in Cy-

prus, named for the foundation and ded-
icated to his daughters. On Wednesday 
in Jerusalem, he lobbied members of the 
Knesset to support that project.

“My daughters’ names now are written 
on their graves, in the stone,” Abuelaish 
told reporters outside Israel’s parliament. 
“I want to see their names written on an 
institution that spreads light and hope and 
wisdom to young women.”

He hopes for the validation of Israel’s 
high court on Monday, but the legal out-
look is difficult, one expert said. The Su-
preme Court will consider whether the 
lower court’s finding was correct under 
Israel’s tort law.

The court “won’t even get to the ques-
tion of whether the military acted prop-
erly,” said Yuval shany, a senior fellow at 
the Israel Democracy Institute and a law 
professor at Hebrew University.

In a statement to the AP on Wednesday, 
the Israeli Defense Ministry pointed to the 
lower court ruling that the strike on the 
Abuelaish home occurred during a war.

It also reiterated expert testimony that 
shrapnel retrieved from two bodies was 
traced to equipment used by Palestinian 
militants. That, the ministry said, supports 
the contention that the five-story home 
was thought to have served as a Hamas 

position.
Abuelaish vociferously denies that. He 

is adamant that there were no militants 
and no warning until the shells struck.

The 2009 conflict was the first of four 
wars between Israel and Hamas, the Is-
lamic militant group that has controlled 
Gaza since 2007. The bitter enemies 
fought their fourth war in May.

still, there are signs of change in the 
region — a new diverse coalition of eight 
parties took office in Israel in June, with 
Arabs part of the government for the first 
time. Dovish Jewish-led parties are also 
part of the government.

Abuelaish says he got an empathetic 
reception this week from lawmakers in 
Knesset, an improvement from his last 
visit to Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Yair 
Lapid gave him a hug.

“Maybe,” said shany, “this government 
will be more open than the previous one to 
making such a statement” of apology, “just 
because the composition is more diverse.”

Win or lose in court, Abuelaish has 
plans afterward — in Gaza.

“I want to go to my daughters grave, to 
say to them: ‘I am here. I didn’t give up, I 
didn’t forget you’,” he told reporters in Je-
rusalem. “Until then ... I am educating for 
your justice.”

Myanmar court sentences US journalist to 11 years in jail
BANGKOK (AP): A court in military-ruled 
Myanmar on Friday sentenced detained 
U.s. journalist Danny Fenster to 11 years 
in prison with hard labor after finding him 
guilty on several charges, including incite-
ment for allegedly spreading false or in-
flammatory information.

Fenster, the managing editor of the on-
line magazine Frontier Myanmar, was also 
found guilty of contacting illegal organiza-
tions and violating visa regulations, law-
yer Than Zaw Aung said. He was sentenced 
to the maximum term on each charge and 
ordered to pay a 100,000 kyat ($56) fine.

Than Zaw Aung said Fenster wept in 
court after hearing the sentence and had 
not yet decided whether to appeal. He is 
the only foreign journalist to be convicted 
of a serious offense since the army seized 
power in February, ousting the elected 
government of Aung san suu Kyi.

Fenster has been detained since 
May. He still faces two additional serious 
charges in a different court for allegedly 
violating the counterterrorism law and a 
statute covering treason and sedition.

“Everyone at Frontier is disappointed 
and frustrated at this decision. We just want 
to see Danny released as soon as possible so 
he can go home to his family,” Editor-in-Chief 
Thomas Kean said in a statement after the 
sentencing. “There is absolutely no basis to 
convict Danny of these charges.″

Fenster was detained at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport on May 24 as he was about to 
board a flight to go to the Detroit area in the 
United states to see his family.

The military-installed government has 
cracked down hard on press freedom, shut-
ting virtually all critical outlets and arresting 
about 100 journalists, roughly 30 of whom 
remain in jail. some of the closed outlets 
have continued operating without a license, 
publishing online as their staff members 
dodge arrest.

The army takeover was met by wide-
spread peaceful protests that were put 
down with lethal force. The Assistance As-
sociation for Political Prisoners has detailed 
the deaths of more than 1,200 civilians, in 
addition to about 10,000 arrests. Armed re-
sistance has since spread, and U.N. experts 

and others observers fear the incipient in-
surgency can slide into civil war.

Fenster’s next challenge is the two addi-
tional charges that his lawyer said Monday 
had been filed in a different court in Yangon.

Than Zaw Aung said that one of the new 
charges comes under a section of the Coun-
terterrorism Act that is punishable by from 
10 years to life in prison. The military-in-
stalled government has said it would apply 
the law harshly in cases involving opposi-
tion organizations it has officially deemed 
“terrorist” groups.” Involvement can include 
contacting such groups, or reporting their 
statements.

The other charge is under the penal code 
and is usually referred to as treason or sedi-
tion. It carries a penalty of seven to 20 years’ 
imprisonment.

The hearings on the original three 
charges were held at the court in Yangon’s 
Insein Prison, where Fenster is jailed. They 
were closed to the press and the public. Ac-
counts of the proceedings have come from 
Fenster’s lawyer.

Despite testimony from more than a 

dozen prosecution witnesses, it was nev-
er clear exactly what Fenster was alleged 
to have done, and it appeared that he was 
judged guilty by association.

Much of the prosecution’s case appeared 
to hinge on his being employed by one of 
the media outlets, Myanmar Now, anoth-
er online news site, that had been ordered 
closed this year. But Fenster had left his job 
at Myanmar Now in July last year, joining 
Frontier Myanmar the following month.

Prosecution witnesses testified that they 
were informed by a letter from the Informa-
tion Ministry that its records showed that 
Fenster continued to be employed this year 
by Myanmar Now.

Both Myanmar Now and Frontier Myan-
mar had issued public statements that Fen-
ster had left the former publication last year, 
and his lawyer said defense testimony, as 
well as income tax receipts, established that 
he works for Frontier Myanmar.

Than Zaw Aung also said he was unable 
to produce a government official to testify, 
which would be difficult to do under any cir-
cumstances, and the judge took into account 

only the Information Ministry letter.
“Therefore, according to this letter, Dan-

ny is responsible for Myanmar Now and the 
judge said that’s why Danny was sentenced,” 
said the lawyer.

He said Fenster told him he despises 
both the Myanmar police and swe Win, his 
boss and editor-in-chief at Myanmar Now, 
whom he blames for his situation because 
he apparently forgot to inform the Informa-
tion Ministry of his resignation last year.

The U.s. government, human rights 
groups, press freedom associations and 
Fenster’s family had pressed strongly for 
the 37-year-old journalist’s release.

“This long prison sentence against a 
journalist is a travesty of justice by a kan-
garoo court operating at the beck and call 
of the Myanmar military junta,” said Phil 
Robertson, deputy Asia director of Human 
Rights Watch. “Danny Fenster has done 
nothing that should be considered a crime. 
This bogus conviction should be quashed, 
and Fenster should be immediately re-
leased and permitted to leave the country 
if that is what he wants.”

Resolution against Centre’s BSF 
move passed in punjab assembly

Chandigarh, 12 Nov 
[PTI]: The Punjab As-
sembly on Thursday 
adopted a resolution 
against the Centre’s no-
tification extending the 
Border security Force 
(BsF)’s jurisdiction and 
sought its withdraw-
al while terming it an 
“insult” to the state po-
lice. In the absence of 
the two BJP members of 
the assembly, the House 
unanimously passed the 
resolution “rejecting” the 
Centre’s order.

The Centre had last 
month amended the BsF 
Act to authorise the bor-
der guarding force to un-
dertake search, seizure 
and arrest within a 50 km 
stretch, up from the exist-
ing 15 km, from the inter-
national border in Punjab, 
West Bengal and Assam.

The resolution was 
moved by Punjab Deputy 
Chief Minister sukhjinder 
singh Randhawa.

It stated that “Punjab 
is a land of martyrs. They 
have made exemplary 
sacrifices in our country’s 
freedom struggle”.

“The Punjab Police is 
a unique patriotic force 
which has contributed 
immensely in maintain-
ing the unity and integri-
ty of the country. As per 
the Constitution of India, 
maintaining law and or-
der is the responsibility of 
the state government and 
for this purpose, the Gov-
ernment of Punjab is fully 
competent,” it added.

The decision of ex-
tending the jurisdiction 
of the BsF from 15 km to 

50 km by the Union Gov-
ernment is an “expression 
of distrust” towards the 
state police and the peo-
ple of Punjab. This is their 
“insult” too, the resolution 
stated.

It further said the Cen-
tre should have consulted 
the state before taking 
such a major decision, 
adding the law-and-or-
der situation in Punjab 
is totally under control and 
there is no need to extend the 
jurisdiction of the BsF.

“All political parties 
of Punjab have unani-
mously condemned the 
decision of the Union 
government and have 
demanded that the Union 
Government should 
withdraw notification 
dated 11.10.2021 issued 
by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of In-
dia.

“Therefore, the Pun-
jab Vidhan sabha unan-
imously resolves that a 
resolution rejecting the 
notification of the central 
government in this regard 
may be passed, “ it added.

Mr Randhawa termed 
the Centre’s notification 
on extending BsF’s juris-
diction an “attack on the 
federal structure”. The As-
sembly members should 
meet Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi over the issue, 
he said, adding that the 
state government would 
move the High Court and 
supreme Court over the 
Centre’s notification.

The deputy chief min-
ister further said the first 
line of defence was with 
the BsF while the second 

line of defence was jointly 
held by the Punjab police 
and the border security 
force.

Akali leader Bikram 
singh Majithia told the 
House that the Con-
gress-led government in 
the state should pass a 
decision that the Punjab 
Police would not cooper-
ate with the BsF beyond 
15 km.

He attacked the trea-
sury benches while refer-
ring towards Congress MP 
Manish Tewari’s recent 
tweet in which he had 
questioned that why the 
Centre’s notification had 
not been challenged.

Punjab Congress 
chief Navjot singh sidhu 
slammed Akali Dal chief 
sukhbir singh Badal and 
Majithia for not attend-
ing the all-party meeting 
called last month on the 
Centre’s notification.

Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit singh Channi hit 
out at the Akalis, alleging 
they were the “gateway” 
through which the Rss, 
which has always been 
“inimical” to the interests 
of Punjab, managed to 
make inroads in the state.

“When the Rss and 
its political wing the BJP 
undermined the federal 
structure of the country 
by revoking the Article 
370 not only did the Aka-
lis take sides with them 
but sAD president sukh-
bir singh Badal spoke in 
favour of the move and 
even went to the extent 
of not voting against the 
undemocratic move,” he 
said.
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a MoMent! actress anya taylor-Joy turned heads at the Cfda 
fashion awards in new York City.

The
Big Pic

ARIES:
When we first fall in love with somebody, it is the light 
aspects of their personality that encapture us. Once we 
get to know them intimately, however, the shadows be-
gin to reveal themselves, one by one. You will find that 
this is true for where you are, Aries. You’ll find that you 
are being confronted with more than you signed up for. 
Here’s what you want to remember through the testing 
times: nobody is perfect and that includes you. As long 
as the two of you can get on the same team and work 
through the unhealthy patterns that are showing up 
right now, there is nothing for you to be afraid of. 
TAURUS:
There comes a point in every journey where the thing 
that drew you to the path becomes the very thing that 
takes you away from the path. Accept the disillusion-
ment as an integral part of the evolution process, one 
that’s inspiring you to dig deeper and realign with your 
goals. A good way to power through is to take the time 
out you need. Meditation and mindful practices will 
help you find your centre and take the decisions you 
need to in order to move forward.
GEMINI:
some people come into our lives for a reason and oth-
ers for merely a season. No connection is without a 
purpose. Every relationship, in some way or the other, 
awakens us from a deep slumber, and makes us aware 
of deeper aspects of ourselves. But, that is never a good 
enough reason to hold on for sand cannot be contained 
within the fist. So, let go and begin to flow. By recog-

nising that certain connections have fulfilled their pur-
pose in your life, you will find true freedom, Gemini.
CANCER:
You’re making them jump hoops, Cancer. You’re making 
them prove their affection towards you, over and over, 
but you’re unwilling to let them in for good. How long 
are you going to play out this runner-chaser dynamic? 
How long are you going to create a false sense of se-
curity to protect yourself from hurt? It’s time to dive 
deeper into the ocean of intimacy, beautiful. Crossing 
the threshold can be intimidating, yes. Know that spir-
it’s got your back no matter what!
LEO:
Don’t jump to conclusions, Leo. They’re *not* shutting 
you out. They’re simply taking some time out to reca-
librate. Word for the wise: have a conversation about 
how you really feel as you give yourself the permission 
to be vulnerable. On the upside, your professional com-
mitments will provide you with a healthy distraction 
from your worldly problems. so, focus on showing up 
for your mission consistently as you put in the work re-
quired to expand your empire.
VIRGO:
You may find yourself navigating the tricky territory of 
expectations today. Your relationship is not what it was 
when you first started. But it hasn’t evolved into what it 
is meant to either, Virgo. so, be patient. Continue to be 
patient with yourself and the other. A good question to 
meditate upon: how can I consciously pluck the weeds 
out of my garden?

LIBRA:
Dear Libra, the cards are talking about the power of 
flexibility and adaptability. Not everything is going 
to go your way, especially on the interpersonal front. 
However, you will soon realise that your circumstances 
are but a blessing in disguise. There’s fantastic news for 
those who have been house-hunting or in the process 
of renovating their studio too. The time is right to move 
in and set up a sacred space that helps you thrive.
SCORPIO:
soulmate relationships can be an intimidating place to 
do the ‘work’, mostly because of the mirroring aspect 
associated with it. You’ll find that your tendency to 
mirror each other becomes heightened as we step into 
the eclipse season. Word for the wise: instead of choos-
ing the path of denial, show up. show up for yourself. 
show up for your partner. Most important, show up for 
the commitment you have made towards each other. 
There’s no demon you cannot slay as long as you are 
playing for the same team.
SAGITTARIUS:
It’s okay to feel introverted, sagittarius. It’s okay to put 
your phone on flight mode and bury yourself under a 
pile of books. It’s okay to take time off from your rou-
tine to spend time in nature or go to that secret place 
which never fails to bring a smile to your face. You do 
you, beautiful, and the world will just have to get on 
board with it.
CAPRICORN:
Hello, and welcome to eclipse season! Things are *not* 

going to get easier from here. Unresolved issues will 
rear their ugly heads. Agreeing for the sake of agree-
ing will only add to the chaos. There is only one option 
available, Capricorn, and it requires you to embrace 
your truth with a newfound fervour. Chances are, 
you’re the one who will have to initiate the conversa-
tion. Trust what your intuition is telling you and know 
that sometimes you just have to ruffle a few feathers in 
order to shift the dynamics for good.
AqUARIUS:
Your patience will be tested. so will your commitment 
to the given relationship. Remember why you em-
barked upon this journey. Remember why you chose 
each other to walk this path with. This will give you the 
strength you need to keep facing your True North. For 
Aquarians who’ve been seeing each other for a while, 
this is a blessed time. A time of taking their relationship 
to the next level. A time of saying ‘I do’ in the presence 
of friends and family members.
PISCES:
Pisces, you’re two parts madness, seven parts dream-
iness, eleven parts fantastical with just a dash of ec-
centricity, and this is what makes you oh-so-beautiful! 
This is an important chapter in your self-love journey. 
A time of honouring both the soulful and the sensual. A 
time of accepting yourself and your human-ness fully. 
You will find that the more gentleness you bring into 
your relationship with yourself, the more your inter-
personal relationships will thrive.

Moody Blues druMMer, co-
founder GraeMe edGe dies at 80

Los Angeles, Nov 12 
(AP): Graeme Edge, a 
drummer and co-found-
er of The Moody Blues, 
has died. He was 80.
The band’s frontman 
Justin Hayward con-
firmed Edge’s death 
Thursday on the group’s 
website. The cause of his 
death has not been re-
vealed.
Hayward called Edge the 
backbone of the British 
rock band, which was in-
ducted into Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame in 2018. 
The band’s last album was 
released in 2003.

When Graeme told me 
he was retiring I knew that 
without him it couldn’t be 
the Moody Blues anymore, 
Hayward said. And that’s 
what happened. It’s true to 
say that he kept the group 
together throughout all the 
years, because he loved it.

In 1964, Edge co-founded 

the group in Birmingham, 
England. His drumming ex-
pertise was a key ingredi-
ent for the band’s massive 
prog-rock hits between the 
1960s-70s including Nights 
in White satin, Tuesday 
Afternoon, and I’m Just a 
singer (In a Rock and Roll 
Band).

In the late 1960s we be-
came the group that Graeme 
always wanted it to be, and 

he was called upon to be a 
poet as well as a drummer, 
said Hayward, who joined 
The Moody Blues in 1966 
with bassist John Lodge af-
ter Denny Laine’s departure 
from the band.

He delivered that beau-
tifully and brilliantly, while 
creating an atmosphere and 
setting that the music would 
never have achieved without 
his words, he continued. I 

asked Jeremy Irons 
to recreate them 
for our last tours 
together and it was 
absolutely magical.

Edge was fea-
tured in The Moody 
Blues’ 16 studio 
albums starting 
with The Magnif-
icent Moodies in 
1965 and ending 
with their final 
album, the Christ-
mas-themed De-
cember” in 2003.

Lodge paid 
homage to Edge on the 
band’s Facebook page, also 
lauding him for his spoken 
word talents.

To me he was the White 
Eagle of the North with his 
beautiful poetry, he said. His 
friendship, his love of life and 
his unique’ style of drum-
ming that was the engine 
room of the Moody Blues. I 
will miss you Graeme.

neetu Kapoor wraps up ‘jug jugg jeeyo’ shoot, 
says film helped her gain confidence

Mumbai, Nov 12 
(PTI): Veteran actor 
Neetu Kapoor on 
Friday said she has 
completed shoot-
ing for her upcom-
ing movie “Jug Jugg 
Jeeyo”.
Backed by filmmak-
er Karan Johar’s 
Dharma Produc-
tions, the family 
comedy drama 
stars Varun Dha-
wan, Kiara Advani 
and Anil Kapoor. It 
is directed by Raj 
Mehta, who helmed 
the 2019 hit Good 
Newwz .

“Jug Jugg Jeeyo” marks the return of Ka-
poor to the big screen after seven years. she 
was last seen in Besharam , which featured 
her actor son Ranbir Kapoor and late husband 
Rishi Kapoor.

The 63-year-old actor took to Instagram 
and posted a picture of herself from her make-
up room and said the experience of working 
on the film helped her regain confidence.

“Finally wrapped #jugjuggjeeyo was such 

a wonderful experience... made some Love-
ly friends... gained confidence which was so 
needed at that time... this movie will always 
be very special,” Kapoor wrote.

The veteran had started filming for the Jug 
Jugg Jeeyo in November 2020, months after 
her husband, Bollywood star Rishi Kapoor, 
died in April same year.

Recently, Dhawan and Advani finished 
shooting for the latest schedule of Jug Jugg 
Jeeyo .

The movie also stars Maniesh Paul and 
Prajakta Kohli.

Shahid Kapoor begins filming for 
his project with ali abbas Zafar

Mumbai, Nov 12 (PTI): Bol-
lywood star shahid Kapoor 
on Friday began shooting for 
an upcoming project with 
filmmaker Ali Abbas Zafar.

According to media re-
ports, the untitled project is 
a crime action film that will 
mark the maiden collabo-
ration between Kapoor and 
Zafar.

Taking to social media, 
Kapoor, 40, shared a candid 
photo with Zafar and said he 
is gearing up for “lots of ac-
tion”.

“Day1 blood, crime and 
lots of action. Here we go @
Aliabbasszafar better get 
your game face on,” he post-
ed.

Zafar also shared the 
news about starting the 
shoot of their new project.

“Let’s get this started 
@shahidkapoor ..are you 
ready for a crazy, quirky, 
mad ride of guns & gangs, 
the 39-year-old writer-di-
rector wrote, without di-

vulging details.
The film is said to be 

the official adaptation of 
the 2011 French film “Nuit 
Blanche” (sleepless Night), 
which was adapted into a 
Tamil movie fronted by south 
superstar Kamal Haasan.

Kapoor will reportedly 
play a cop who is chasing 
drug lords.

Besides this film, the ac-
tor is waiting for the release 
of “Jersey”, a remake of 2019 
Telugu blockbuster of the 
same name.

The film, directed by 
Gowtham Tinnanuri, who 
also helmed the original, 
chronicles the story of a tal-
ented but failed cricketer, 
who decides to return to the 
field in his late 30s driven by 
the desire to represent the 
Indian cricket team and fulfil 
his son’s wish for a jersey as 
a gift.

Also starring Pankaj Ka-
pur and Mrunal Thakur, “Jer-
sey” will be released theatri-

cally on December 31.
The actor is also set to 

star in an action film, titled 
Bull , inspired by real events 
from the life of Brigadier Bul-
sara.

“Bull”, which marks the 
directorial debut of Adi-
tya Nimbalkar -- who has 
worked extensively with 
filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj 
-- will feature Kapoor in the 
role of a paratrooper.

He is also set to make his 

digital debut with an Am-
azon Prime Video thriller 
drama series, directed by Raj 
Nidimoru and Krishna DK of 
“The Family Man” fame.

Zafar is best known 
for making blockbuster 
movies “sultan”, “Tiger 
Zinda Hai” and “Bharat”, 
which were all fronted 
by superstar salman Khan. 
He most recently directed 
saif Ali Khan-starrer series 
“Tandav”.

ruth wilson to lead hBo limited series ‘Mob Queens’
Los Angeles, Nov 12 (PTI): 
English star Ruth Wilson will 
be headlining the upcoming 
limited series “Mob Queens” 
for HBO.
Based on a podcast of the 
same name, the show comes 
from Lena Dunham and Den-
nis Lehane.

According to The Holly-
wood Reporter, the duo will 
write the series with Dun-
ham also taking on the di-
recting duties.

“Mob Queens” will focus 
on Anna Genovese (Wilson), 
who was a fixture in the drag 

bars of New York’s Green-
wich Village in the 1930s. 
she became most famous for 
breaking Cosa Nostra by dis-
cussing her husband’s illegal 
activities during divorce pro-
ceedings.

In addition to starring, 
Wilson will executive pro-
duce through Lady Lazarus 
alongside Michael P Cohen of 
Good Thing Going, Ryan sel-
zer and Animal Kingdom.

Michael seligman and 
Jessica Bendinger, who cre-
ated and hosted the podcast, 
will also executive produce.

Wilson is best known for 
featuring in shows such as 
“Jane Eyre”, “Luther” and the 
showtime drama “The Af-

fair”. She is currently filming 
the third and final season of 
the HBO-BBC One series “His 
Dark Materials”.


