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Two feared dead
mlshap

1n truck

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 25 JUN:
D espite several efforts,
the dead bodies of
the two occupants who
died in an accident here
at Pheedang Bridge on
Dikchu-Mangan  could
not be traced. The relief
team from the District
Disaster Management Au-
thority, Mangan, and the
rafter team from Teesta
along with the local peo-
ple and police personnel
spent the whole day today
in the search operation.

A Mahindra pick up
bearing number SK 03D
0765 had plunged down
the road near Pheedang
Bridge, North Sikkim on

the Dikchu-Mangan hlgh-
way on Monday evening
at around 5:30 pm.

Eye witnesses from
Pheedang village of Low-
er Dzongu on the right
bank of the Teesta saw
the ill-fated vehicle tum-
ble down near the res-
ervoir of NHPC Teesta
Stage V. In the search op-
eration, even the reser-
voir at Teesta Stage V had
to lower the water level
to help in the search.

The deceased are
Suresh Biswakarma
(driver) and Rakesh Rai.
The vehicle was plying
from Siliguri to Mangan.
The cause of the accident
is yet to be ascertained.

Legal Services Camp
held in Mangan

SUMMIT REPORT
MANGAN, 25 Jun:

Legal Services Camp,

as per the recent-
ly approved (revised)
model of NALSA on
the core theme and
NALSA (Legal Services
to Disaster Victims
through Legal Services
Authority) Scheme,
2010, was held at the
Community Hall here
on 24 June.

Stalls and help
desks were set up by
different government
departments. The pro-
gramme was chaired
by the DLSA Chairper-
son North, the District
& Sessions Judge So-
nam Palden Bhut-
ia, accompanied by
the Secretary DLSA
(N), Jabyang Dorjee

Sherpa.

Legal Aid Panel Ad-
vocate Chenga Doma
Bhutia, DCSO Palden
Lachungpa, DPO Di-
saster ~ Management
Karma D Bhutia, Joint
Director (SJE&WD)
Norden Lepcha, JJB
Member Norden
Tshering Lepcha, BDO
(BAC Passingdong)
Roshan Subba, Joint
Director (Horticulture
Department) BP Shar-
ma, APC (HRDD) Kalz-
ang Tenzing Bhutia
and SHO Mangan, Sher
Bahadur Manger, were

present as resource
persons.

Legal rights and
various schemes of

the concerned depart-
ments were discussed
during the programme.

Two petitions in apex court challenge
Golay’s appointment as CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:

wo Sikkim Democrat-

ic Front workers have
filed two separate writ
petitions in the Supreme
Court challenging the ap-
pointment of Prem Singh
Tamang [Golay] as Chief
Minister of Sikkim.

Bimal Dawari, former
Zilla Adhakshya and gen-
eral secretary of Sikkim
Democratic Front, and
Prakash Kumar Rai of
Rabikkola, Tangi Bikmat,
South Sikkim, filed their
petitions on 17 June and
these were registered on
21 and 25 June respec-
tively.

In the writ petitions,
both have alleged that
the appointment of Mr
Tamang as Chief Minis-
ter is “nothing less than
a fraud” played on the
Constitution and dem-
ocratic values/ ethos of
the country and have
prayed that this be set
right forthwith.

Both the petitioners
have prayed that the

apex court issue writ of
quo warrantors or such
other writ or directions
as may be appropriate
setting aside the appoint-
ment of Mr Tamang as
Chief Minister of Sikkim
declaring his appoint-
ment as illegal and un-
constitutional.

Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha became victori-
ous overthrowing Sikkim
Democratic Front out of
power after 25 years in
the recently concluded as-
sembly and parliamentary
polls. Mr Tamang, who did
not contest the elections,
and is the SKM party pres-
ident was sworn in as
Chief Minister of Sikkim
on 27 May, 2019.

In their writ petitions,
the petitioners have ex-
plained that Mr Tamang
is  disqualified from
holding the post of Chief
Minister as per Article
191 (1)(e) of the Consti-
tution read with Section
8 (1)(m) of the Repre-
sentation of People’s Act,
and Articles 164 (4) and

173 (c), of the Constitution
of India. The petitioners
also mention Article 191
(1)(e) of the Constitu-
tion which states that a
person is not deemed fit
to hold an office of prof-
it under the Government
of India if he is disquali-
fied by or under any law
made by the Parliament.

They have also men-
tioned Section 8 (1)(m)
of the Representation of
People’s Act.

Section 8 (1) lists the
offences that disqualify
a person from “.being
chosen as, and for be-
ing, a member of either
House of Parliament or
of the Legislative Assem-
bly or Legislative Council
of a State.” Clause (m) of
Section 8 mentions the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 (49 of 1988).

Articles 164 (4) and
173 (c) of the Constitu-
tion disqualifies a person
convicted of an offence
under the provisions of
the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act from being

chosen or being a mem-
ber of State Legislative
Assembly (consequently
a chief minister) for the
period of conviction and
six years from his release

Section (4) and 173
(c) of the Constitution
disqualifies a person con-
victed of an offence under
the provisions of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act
from being chosen or be-
ing a member of State Leg-
islative Assembly (conse-
quently a chief minister)
for the period of convic-
tion and six years from his
release.

Both petitioners have
made the State of Sikkim,
Governor of Sikkim, Chief
Minister Mr Tamang and
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party as respondents
pointing out that since
Mr Tamang was con-
victed in a corruption
case and sentenced for
one year simple impris-
onment and fine of Rs
10,000 by Conviction and
Sentencing Order of Trial
Courtin 2015.

The petitioners have
also posed three perti-
nent questions for adju-
dication while seeking
relief in the writ peti-
tions.

They have asked if ap-
pointment of a non-elect-
ed person disqualified
under Article 191 (1) (e)
of the Constitution read
with Section 8 (1) (m)
and Section 7 (b) of the
RP Act, as Chief Minister
by the Governor is tanta-
mount to violation of Ar-
ticle 14, 19(1) (a) and 21
of the Constitution.

Whether a non-elect-
ed person disqualified
for being chosen or be-
ing a member a State As-
sembly by operation of
Article 191 (1) (e) of the
Constitution read with
Section 8 (1) (m) and
Section 7 (b) of the RP
Act can be appointed as
Chief Minister under Ar-
ticle 164 (1) of the Con-
stitution.

Whether a non-elect-
ed disqualified person
holding office of the Chief

Minister can be permit-
ted to remain in office
and exercise all consti-
tutional powers in teeth
of Articles 164 (4), 173
(c), and 191 (1) (e) of the
Constitution read with
Section 8 (1) (m) of the
Representation of Peo-
ple’s Act.

Two petitions in apex
court challenge Golay’s
appointment as CM

Summit Report

Gangtok, 25 Jun:

Two Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front workers
have filed two separate
writ petitions in the Su-
preme Court challenging
the appointment of Prem
Singh Tamang [Golay] as
Chief Minister of Sikkim.

Bimal Dawari, former
Zilla Adhakshya and gen-
eral secretary of Sikkim
Democratic Front, and
Prakash Kumar Rai of
Rabikkola, Tangi Bikmat,
South Sikkim, filed their
petitions on 17 June and
these were registered on
21 and 25 June respec-
tively. turn to pg03

Dhurba Lohagun named
for Bhanu Puraskar

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:
Senior theatre artist
and respected litter-
ateur, Dhurba Lohagun,
will be conferred with

the prestigious Bhanu
Puraskar 2019.
Mr Lohagun hails

from Naya Bazaar in
West Sikkim and has
made huge contributions
towards the develop-
ment of Nepali language
and literature through
his works in theatre and
writings. The award will
be presented on the oc-
casion of the 205th birth
anniversary celebrations
of Adikavi Bhanu Bhakta
on 13 July at Gangtok.

A press communiqué
from of Nepali Sahitya
Parishad, Sikkim, gener-
al secretary, Jiwan Shar-
ma, informs that NSP
has been providing the
Bhanu Puraskar since
1985 to litterateurs of
Sikkim in recognition of
their contributions to-
wards Nepali language
and literature. NSP choos-
es awardees on the basis
of its new rules and pro-
cesses codified in 2013 to
give more importance and
prestige to the award.

The release informs
that on the basis of the rec-
ommendation from two
committees at two different
stages. turn to pg03
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CEO Namchi Smart City attends video conference with Union Minister
23.25kms laid of 88kms in Integrated Water Supply Project: CEO Namchi

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:

n the occasion of the

4th anniversary of
the Smart Cities mission,
Minister for Housing and
Urban Affairs, Hardeep
Singh Puri conducted a
press conference through
video conference with
State Mission Directors
and CEOs of Smart Cities
to highlight and share
the achievements of the
Smart City, a press re-
lease informs.

Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Ganzey Bhutia, Nam-
chi Smart City Limited
(NSCL) informed that
Namchi Smart City is the
top ranked city in the
North East and has been
commended by Minister
of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs for being one of the
top performing cities in
the North East.

CEO, NSCL highlight-
ed the projects under-
taken by Namchi Smart
City to achieve the goals
laid down in the Smart
City Proposal. One of the
most important projects
undertaken by Namchi
Smart City is the Inte-
grated Water Supply
Project which will not
only ensure that every
house hold of Namchi has
access to potable water,
but will also meet pres-
ent and future require-

ments of the city.

The envisaged water
supply projects offer vi-
tal lessons and sustain-
able insights for hilly
cities seeking ways to
transform their water
supply service delivery
by emphasizing the need
for holistic planning in
consideration of terrain
and inclusion of innova-
tion smart water man-
agement solutions, the
release mentions.

CEO, NSCL also in-
formed that out of a pro-
posed length of 88kms
which is to be laid, a
total of 23.25kms has
already been laid and
work has been initiated
in 11 zones. The project
also emphasizes on the
conversation and reuse
of rain water. As a part of
pilot initiative, co-poly-
mer based rainwater har-

vesting tanks have been
installed in Kamrang Col-
lege and Baichung Stadi-
um.

CEO, Namchi Smart
City Limited stressed on
the need of providing
better infrastructure for
pedestrian and tourist
and indicated how Nam-
chi Smart City is planning
to increase the existing
pedestrian walkways
from 5kms to 13.3kms
hereby making it pedes-
trian friendly city.

Smart Pedestrian
Walkways (Phase 1) of
3.89kms is on the verge
of completion and phase
2 and 3 is under imple-
mentation.

One of the most
unique and appreciat-
ed projects of Namchi
Smart City will be the
redevelopment of Aha-
ley Gumpa Monastery,

where priority is given
to the departed. It is a
project which will have
more of an emotional
and spiritual impact both
on the living and the de-
ceased. It aims to cater to
the demands of the living
by providing an upgrade
and comfortable space to
perform rituals equipped
with all the needed and
infrastructure and there-
by, creating a space that
gives the ceremony a
sense of tranquility and
inner peace.

This project deals
with the redevelopment
of Buddhist crematori-
um with the purpose of
fulfilling the various in-
frastructure upgradation
requests of the Monks
from the two adjacent
monasteries, who collec-
tively hold the ownership
of the land. This Bud-

dhist crematorium was
prioritized based on the
feedback received from
community engagement
held for the preparation
of the Smart City Propos-
al for Namchi. The proj-
ect was inaugurated by
Secretary, Durga Shanker
Mishra on 11 Jan, 2019
and presently, the base-
ment structure of the
kitchen and store is un-
der construction and is
anticipated to complete
within 18 months.
Namchi Smart City is
also undertaking a proj-
ect named “Public Utili-
ties with Smart Allied In-
frastructure near MLCP”
which will provide basic
public facilities like smart
toilets, cobbler and tailor
shops, organic shops un-
der one roof to the citi-
zens as well as tourists
at the heart of the city.

Other projects like Smart
Roads with total length
of 4.10kms in under im-
plementation and will
have features like utility
ducts for water, sewer-
age, power and drainage
wherever essential along
with Smart street-poles
with LED lights, CCTV
and various sensors.

NSCL has also tak-
en up Integrated Com-
mand and Control Center
(ICCC) with features like
integration platform,
Smart Governance and
Citizen Services, video
surveillance, informa-
tion dissemination and
redressal system, disas-
ter management, web
based SDN application
development  platform
programme, smart utility
solution and communica-
tion infrastructure. ICCC,
Namchi project’'s prog-
ress is being reviewed
directly by the PMO.

Other projects like
Affordable housing,
Storm Water Drainage
are under implementa-
tion. NSCL is planning to
tender projects worth
of 35.00 Cr in the next
quarter.

The conference was
also addressed by NSCL,
Nodal Officer, Navin Rai
wherein he also high-
lighted various ongoing
projects of NSCL.

District Task Force on MR and HPV Immunization meets

MANGAN, 25 JuN (IPR):
The meeting of the Dis-
trict Task Force on Immu-
nization of Measles and
Rubella (MR) and Human
Papillomavirus ~ (HPV)
infection, North Sikkim
was held here at the Dis-
trict Collector’s Chamber
(DC/N) in North Sikkim,
Mangan.

Present in the meet-
ing were DC, Raj Yadav,
Deelak Pradhan (HRDD,
Joint Director), Dr DC
Sharma (Chief Medical
Officer, North), Dr Pur-
na Basnett (DRCO), Dr
Roshan Poudyal (Pedi-
atrician), Dr Deepika
Pradhan (Gynecologist),
Visali Sekar (Rapid Re-

sponse Team, World
Health  Organization),
and CDPOs from Mangan,

Chungthang and Dzongu.

It was informed that
the main purpose of the
meeting was to have de-
liberation upon the MR
HPV  vaccination cam-
paign that will take place
from 26 July to first week

of September to eradi-
cate Measles and control
of Rubella by 2020.

Dr Purna Basnett gave
a briefing on the micro
plan of said campaign
as to eliminate Measles
and control Rubella in
the district. She said
the awareness and
vaccination  program
will take place in three
phases which include:
1) School Phase. 2)
Community Phase. 3)
Mop-off Phase (which
will include children
who have dropped out
of school and other).

There will be par-
ents-teachers  meeting

at school before the vac-
cination campaign Dbe-
gins. The BDOs of all four
blocks of the district were
asked to inform all Pan-
chayat members of their
respective areas about
the said vaccination cam-
paign. The vaccine will
be given to the children
between 9 months to 15
years of the age.

The micro plan in-
cluded 122 schools, 76
community camps which
will consist of 11209
children to be vaccinated
in the district.

Visali Sekar in her
presentation gave brief
information on MR vac-

cination and its success
in India. She informed
that the MR vaccine
target for Sikkim was
1.69 lakh children from
all the four districts.
Further, she said that
the WHO and the Cen-
tral Govt will work
hand in hand to com-
bat MR and HPV in the
North District.

During the meeting,
DC has directed all the
members of District
Task Force on Immuni-
zation (DTFI) members
to reach every corner of
the district to make this
vaccination campaign a
success.

SUF demands update on State’s pending issues

REBYNA RANA
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:

ikkim United Front

[SUF], on the occasion
of the party’s foundation
day today, expressed
gratitude to its support-
ers. The party also said
that it is open to sugges-
tions from the people in
order to work for the de-
velopment of the state.

SUF general secre-
tary, Ramesh Khanal said,
“SKM party has come to
power and we are hope-
ful that the new Govern-

ment will work for the
welfare, benefit and up-
lifttment of the people of
the state with dedication
and transparency.”’

President, Narendra
Adhikari said, “The new
CM claimed that he has
raised the Limboo Ta-
mang Assembly seat res-
ervation issue in Delhi
for which we extend our
gratitude but we want to
know the actual proceed-
ings that were initiated
before the Government
of India.”

Eleven left-out com-
munities to be given
Scheduled Tribe status
was a major agenda of
SKM and in the recent
visit to Delhi CM, PS Go-
lay claimed that the issue
was raised at the level of
Prime Minister but we
want concrete documen-
tal proof of that, he add-
ed.

Mr Adhikari also de-
manded that a bill be
passed in the Assembly
to stop the entry of Com-
panies Act 2013. He said

that if the Act is extend-
ed to Sikkimese the State
will suffer.

The party also ex-
pressed hope that the
SKM government would
solve the unemployment
problem within 100 days
of coming to power as
it had stated before the
election.

Mr Adhikari congrat-
ulated the new MP Lok
Sabha, Indra Hang Sub-
ba for taking oath in his
mother tongue in the
Parliament.

Lingi Payong Schools

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:

ingi Payong Senior

Secondary school de-
clared the result of the
first term examination
for the academic session
2019 on Tuesday. Stu-
dents along with their
parents were invited by
the school to receive the
progress report card, a
press release informs.
Headmaster of the school
gave a brief report on the
performance of the stu-
dents, after which the
class teacher declared
the results from Class
[-X. The progress report
cards were handed over
to the guardians.

Toppers in each class
were given a trophy for
their excellent perfor-
mance in the academic
sphere. Three teachers,
CR Khatiwara, Pezang

declares first term results

iz i ua

Lepcha and Changzot
Lepcha gave away priz-
es and cash prize for the
best students of their re-
spective classes.

Pushpa Basnett and
Bidhya Koirala were ad-
judged as best student
for first term from pri-
mary and upper primary
section respectively.

Further, a felicitation

programme was also
held on the occasion
where students who

scored more than 80%
in Lepcha language in
CBSE board examina-
tion 2019 were handed
over letter of appreci-
ation and prizes which
was sponsored by PRT
(Lepcha), Pezang Lep-
cha. Headmaster re-
quested the parents and
guardians to be in touch
with school for better-
ment of their wards.

BJP Mizoram unit felicitates 4
Mizos arrested during Emergency

Arzawi, Jun 25 (PTI):
The BJP Mizoram unit
Tuesday felicitated four
Mizos who were arrest-
ed during the Emergen-
cy imposed by the then
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on this day in
1975.

In a press statement,
the BJP state unit said
that the declaration of
Emergency by the then
Congress government led
by Indira Gandhi on June
25, 1975 was indeed a
black day as the country
was plunged into chaos
and the people’s rights
suppressed by the then
regime.

“Gandhi’s govern-
ment arrested anyone
who opposed the deci-
sions of the regime ...,” the
statement said, adding
that four Mizos - Sangli-

anchhungi, AV Pakunga,
C Vulluaia and HF Rohlu-
puia were among those
arrested by the govern-
ment during emergency
and who are still alive.

The statement said
that BJP wished that such
kind of atrocities on the
pretext of internal secu-
rity should never occur
again in India.
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Landslide destroys house
near Ramudamu Colon

SHRAVAN CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:

eavy rain on Mon-

day night triggered
a landslide near Ramu-
damu Colony on Byepass
road destroying one house.
While the house was swept
away by the landslide, no
one was injured.

According to the
victim Kala Ramudanu,
the incident took place
around 5:45 am today
when she along with
Rabin Ramudamu and
Peter Ramudamu were
busy outside doing their

B

daily chores when the in-
cident occurred.

She further said that
most of the household
items have been bur-
ied under the debris
but she is thankful
that none of the family
members were inside the
house at the time of the
incident.

“We all were luckily
outside when the inci-
dent occurred,” she said.
People residing in the
area are on high alert and
the spot is being dug to
recover the buried items.
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CLASSIFIEDS

URGENTLY REQUIRED:
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter
with atleast 3 years experience and
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel
Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

PLOT FOR SALE:

Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact:
09717191985/097474651223

higher secondary pass

INTERESTED TO BECOME
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA - Academic qualification of minimum

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact
: Deepa Yoga Centre at
Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha.
(16552.80 sq - ft) is for sale at Amdo
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok.
For more information please contact -
9717191985/9474651223.

WANTED
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER.
Contact: 9933443442/9800500696.

GENERAL INFORMATION
This is for general information of all concerned
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of
six months for carrying out necessary repairs.
All concerned tour operators and clients are
requested to refrain from booking or deal with
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency,
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor
Hotel Parasol Residency,
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

BUILDING FOR SALE
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70 at DABUWA, Melli road
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable.
Interested party please contact: 6296370905,
L 9733284142, 8597088755.
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SFA’s B Division Sikkim- League update

SAGAR CHHETRI

GANGTOK, 25 JUN:
Al Namchi edged past
Dzongri Football Club
by a solitary goal in its
second match in the on-
going Sikkim Football As-

T T T

sociation B Division Sik-
kim-League, 2019 here
at Paljor Stadium on
Tuesday. Sagar Gurung
scored the winning goal
for SAI Namchi to get
another full three points

—

o

from their second con-
secutive victory in the
league.

Another match be-
tween Young Orchid and
Howlers’ Football Club,
Singtam ended in a goal-

o T W

;m&ﬁ“ﬂ‘aj 'ﬁf"iﬂ

less draw. Both the teams
shared one point each.
International woman
footballer from Sikkim,
Anju Tamang was pres-
ent as the chief guest of
the second match.

Workshop on Prohibition of Sex Selection Act 1994

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 25 JUN:
orkshop on
Pre-Conception
and Prenatal Diagnos-
tic Techniques (Prohi-
bition of Sex Selection)
Act 1994 for Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrates, Civ-
il Judge-cum-Judicial
Magistrates and Medi-
cal Officers was organ-
ised at Sikkim Judicial
Academy, Sokyethang,
Gangtok on 23 Jun, a
press release informs.

Joint Director, Dr
Anita Bhutia RCH
(Reproductive Child

Health Care, explained that the Act

Health), All the important pro-
Human Services and was required due to the visions were discussed
Family = Welfare De- dwindling Child Sex Ra- in detail and some of the
partment, Government tio. The decrease in the local cases which were

number of female child
is a burning concern,
she said.

of Sikkim was the Re-
source Person.
The Resource Person

taken up under the Act
were also discussed, the
release adds.

visitus at

WWw.summit-
times.com

Authorities fail to deport
219 Myanmar refugees

Ai1zawi, Jun 25 (PTI):
Mizoram government
and the Assam Rifles au-
thorities Tuesday failed
to deport 219 Myanmar
refugees from Lawngtlai
district to the neigbour-
ing country, Home de-
partment officials said.

The officials said
the refugees staying in
Hmawngbuchhuah vil-
lage were proposed to
be deported on Tues-
day but reports from
the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said that
Myanmar authorities
failed to send people
to persuade the refu-
gees to return to their
country.

Earlier an attempt
was made to deport the
refugees in the pres-
ence of Lawngtlai dis-
trict administration,
police, Assam Rifles
and an NGO failed on
June 15 due to ‘inclem-
ent weather’ and ‘hu-
manitarian’  reasons,
the officials said.

Over 1,700 ref-
ugees from Paletwa
and surrounding vil-

lages in Myanmar fled
the country during
the later part of No-
vember in 2017 and
entered Mizoram and
took shelter in four
villages in Lawngt-
lai district along the
Myanmar border areas
due to armed conflict
between the Myanmar
Army and the Arakan
Army (AA) militants.

While majority of
the refugees have re-
turned to their home-
land after the Myan-
mar Army sanitized
the area, some of them
refused to go back and
settled down by con-
structing houses and
taking up livelihood.

The remaining ref-
ugees claimed that
though their villages
were now peaceful, it
would be difficult for
them to begin means of
life support to feed their
families.

The refugees mainly
belonged to the Rakhine
community and the lo-
cal populace called them
‘“Zakhai’.

BEST committee decides to re-
duce bus fares to boost ridership

MumMBAj, JuN 25 (PTI):
The civic-run Brihan-
mumbai Electric Supply
and Transport (BEST)
Undertaking  Tuesday
decided to reduce bus
fares in the metropolis
to boost ridership and
income.

As per the decision
taken at the Undertak-
ing’s Special Committee
meeting, the minimum
non-AC bus fare has
been reduced from Rs 8
to Rs 5 for the first five
kilometres, while max-
imum fare for this class
has been capped at Rs
20.

The minimum AC bus
fare has been brought
down from Rs 20 to Rs
6 and maximum fare has
been kept at Rs 25.

Once implemented,
the fare slab for non-AC
(regular) buses will be
Rs 5, 10, 15 and Rs 20,
while it will be Rs 6, 13,
19 and Rs 25 for air-con-
ditioned buses, an offi-
cial said.

“Now the proposal
will be sent to BMC and
the Mumbai Metropoli-

Two petitions in apex court...

In the writ petitions, both have alleged that the appointment of Mr Tamang as
Chief Minister is “nothing less than a fraud” played on the Constitution and demo-
cratic values/ ethos of the country and have prayed that this be set right forthwith.

Both the petitioners have prayed that the apex court issue writ of quo war-
rantors or such other writ or directions as may be appropriate setting aside the
appointment of Mr Tamang as Chief Minister of Sikkim declaring his appointment
as illegal and unconstitutional.

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha became victorious overthrowing Sikkim Democratic
Front out of power after 25 years in the recently concluded assembly and parlia-
mentary polls. Mr Tamang, who did not contest the elections, and is the SKM party
president was sworn in as Chief Minister of Sikkim on 27 May, 2019.

In their writ petitions, the petitioners have explained that Mr Tamang is dis-
qualified from holding the post of Chief Minister as per Article 191 (1)(e) of the
Constitution read with Section 8 (1)(m) of the Representation of People’s Act, and
Articles 164 (4) and 173 (c), of the Constitution of India.

The petitioners also mention Article 191 (1)(e) of the Constitution which states
thata person is not deemed fit to hold an office of profit under the Government of India
if he is disqualified by or under any law made by the Parliament.

They have also mentioned Section 8 (1)(m) of the Representation of People’s Act.

Section 8 (1) lists the offences that disqualify a person from “..being chosen
as, and for being, a member of either House of Parliament or of the Legislative
Assembly or Legislative Council of a State.” Clause (m) of Section 8 mentions the
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 1988).

Articles 164 (4) and 173 (c) of the Constitution disqualifies a person convicted
of an offence under the provisions of the Prevention of Corruption Act from be-
ing chosen or being a member of State Legislative Assembly (consequently a chief
minister) for the period of conviction and six years from his release

Section (4) and 173 (c) of the Constitution disqualifies a person convicted of an
offence under the provisions of the Prevention of Corruption Act from being cho-
sen or being a member of State Legislative Assembly (consequently a chief minis-
ter) for the period of conviction and six years from his release.

Both petitioners have made the State of Sikkim, Governor of Sikkim, Chief Min-
ister Mr Tamang and Sikkim Krantikari Morcha party as respondents pointing out
that since Mr Tamang was convicted in a corruption case and sentenced for one
year simple imprisonment and fine of Rs 10,000 by Conviction and Sentencing Or-
der of Trial Court in 2015.

The petitioners have also posed three pertinent questions for adjudication
while seeking relief in the writ petitions.

They have asked if appointment of a non-elected person disqualified under Ar-
ticle 191 (1) (e) of the Constitution read with Section 8 (1) (m) and Section 7 (b) of
the RP Act, as Chief Minister by the Governor is tantamount to violation of Article
14, 19(1) (a) and 21 of the Constitution.

Whether a non-elected person disqualified for being chosen or being a mem-
ber a State Assembly by operation of Article 191 (1) (e) of the Constitution read
with Section 8 (1) (m) and Section 7 (b) of the RP Act can be appointed as Chief
Minister under Article 164 (1) of the Constitution.

Whether a non-elected disqualified person holding office of the Chief Minister
can be permitted to remain in office and exercise all constitutional powers in teeth
of Articles 164 (4), 173 (c), and 191 (1) (e) of the Constitution read with Section 8
(1) (m) of the Representation of People’s Act.

tan Regional Transport
Authority (MMRTA) for
final approval. The date
of implementation of
these reduced fares will
be notified later” the
BEST official said.

“With this move, we
hope to attract larger num-
bers of passengers who
otherwise are moving over
to cab aggregators.

We also intend to
introduce measures as
part of Mumbai’s revamp
under the Smart City ini-
tiative,” he said.

BEST, with a fleet of
3,337 buses, including
120 double- deckers, has
so far failed to recover
even its cost of operation,
and its ridership over the
years has fallen from 45
lakh a day to 27 lakh.

It operates 483
routes in Mumbai, Thane
and Navi Mumbai and its
daily loss is estimated at
around Rs 2 crore.

‘Amchi Mumbai -
Amchi Best, a forum of
transport experts, wel-
comed the move but
with a note of caution.

Forum co-conve-
ner Hussain Indorewa-
la said, “We agree with
fare reduction, but it
has to be complemented
by other measures like
dedicated bus lane on all

arterial roads to ensure
buses get priority.”

“In addition to this,
commuters should be
concerned about contrac-
tor-run buses because
it is uncertain whether
these buses are safe or re-
liable,” he added.

Senior BEST Com-
mittee member Ravi
Raja also hailed the de-
cision, but reminded the
administration that it is
going to make an annual
loss of Rs 125 crore due
to fare reduction.

“I hope BEST has a
plan to help itself finan-
cially. It must take mea-
sures to ensure buses
are run efficiently on all
the routes, and closed
ones are revived,” Raja
said.

After the decision,
Yuva Sena leader Aadi-
tya Thackeray visited the
BEST headquarters in
south Mumbai and said
the move was not taken
because the Maharashtra
legislature is in session.

“If this was the case,
then we would have tak-
en this decision before
Lok Sabha elections.
This decision has been
taken for last mile con-
nectivity and a comfort-
able journey,” Thackeray
claimed.

Dhurba Lohagun...

Mr Lohagun has published eight books on dif-
ferent aspects of Nepali writing and has proven his
talent in the theatre and writings for film as well, the

release adds.

The award carries a shawl, certificate, Tamra Pa-
tra and includes a cash component.

Memorial Prayer service

the time of bereavement.

emorial Prayer service to commemorate the

life of Late Shri Tam Tshering Lepcha (Ex

Panchayat President of Sichey ) shall be held at his

Residence in Lingding, Indira bypass, Below SDF
party office Gangtok on 27 Jun, 2019 (Thursday).

All friends, relatives and well wishers are request-

ed to join us in the Memorial Service at our residence.

We would also take this opportunity to extend

our heartfelt gratitude to those who stood by us in

Mrs Kusum Moti Dong (wife): 8348154105
Dawamit Lepcha (sister):7431096172
Sonamit Lepcha (sister):9609032796

Zigdal Pintso Lepcha (brother): 8348039071
Sonam Sherpa (Brother inlaw): 9434144180
Tepem Tenso Lepcha (son):9735144610
Mary Carolyn Dong (daughter): 9635727242
Sohn Tasho Lepcha (brother): 8972314600
Ps Zongmit Pakhrin: 9800373875

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTICE, EMPOWERMENT AND WELFARE DEPARTMENT
INTEGRATED CHILD PROTECTION SCHEME
GANGTOK

NOTICE

In continuation of previous employment notice vide No: 581/SJE&WD/ICPS/
2019 dt: 17/05/2019, this is to inform all concerned that the last date of submission of
application for the posts as mentioned in our employment notice has been extended
further till 04/07/2019 (Thursday). The date of walk-in-interview shall be fixed and
intimated to the applicants later on.

No: 638/SJIE&WD/ICPS/2019 Date: 25/06/2019

Interested person may visit our website for the above mentioned employment
notice in www.sikkimsocialwelfare.gov.in

Sd/-
Additional Secretary-cum-Director, ICPS
SJE&WD

R.O. No.:61/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20 Date: 25.06.19

SIKKIM STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY 7=
DEVELOPMENT AREA, GANGTOK Qs
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

g&*&

Application is invited from eligible local candidates for filling up a post of Driver
on purely temporary basis in the establishment of Sikkim State Legal Services Authority,
Development Area, Ganglok,

Details are as under:-

SL.No. | Mameof No. of Posts Pay in the Pay Matrix Minimum Educational
Post _ Qualification
1. Drriver [T} Rs.20,300¢ Cell-01 Class VIII passed from any
Level- & recognized Board/School

Conditions of eligibility
L. Should have attained the age of 18 years & should not have exceeded 40 years in
terms of Notification No: M(3)/(55/GEN/DOP/Pt-I1I DT: 03/07/2017. '
2. Candidates fulfilling the above criteria may apply for the post along with sell
attested supporting documents and 2(two) recent passport size photographs. Application
received without supporting documents will be summarily rejected. Candidates are also
required to mention their proper address and mobile /contact numbers in their
applications.
3 Other Requisites:-

) Candidate must be in possession ol cither Sikkim Subject Cerlilicate or Cenificate

of [dentification issued by the Competent Authorily.

b) Candidate alrcady in Government Service or in Public Sector undertaking or
similar Organizations, whether in permanent or lemporary capacity or as Work
Charge employee, shall submil application along with “No Objection
Certificate™ from their present employer,

¢) Candidate must possess valid employment card issued by DOPART. -
Government of Sikkim.

d) Candidate must possess a valid Driving License issued by the concerned Authority
of the Government of Sikkim.

e) ST/SC/OBC/MBC Certificate as the case may be. )
f) Class VIII passed Mark-Sheet/Pass Centificate from any recognized Board/School.

4. The application along with self attested copies of the documenis mentioned above
should reach the office of the Member Secretary, Sikkim Stte Legal Services Awhority.
Development Area, Ganglok on or before 24" July, 2019 (Wednesday) between 10:00

a.m. to 4: 00 p.m.
5. Application received afler the last date i.c. 24" July, 2019 (Wednesduy) shall not

be entertained on any ground.
6. Names of Candidates found eligible on preliminarily scrutiny of their application
will be displayed on the “Notice Board” of the Office of Sikkim State Legal Services
Authority on 31% ] uly, 2019 (Wednesday) between 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
7. Candidates found eligible on preliminary scrutiny of the applications shall be
issued admit cards on 31.07.201% 10 02.08.2019.
8.  Candidates found eligible on scrutiny of the application for the post of Driver will
be required 1o appear for driving test and interview on 7™ August, 2019 (Wednesday) and
9 August, 2019 (Friday) in the office of Sikkim SLSA, Development Area from 10:30
a.n, as per the list.
9. Candidates are required 1o bring all documents in original when they appear for
the driving test and viva-voce. Mo TA/DA shall be paid for appearing in the
Interview/Viva-Voce,
10.  The State Legal Services Authorily reserves the right to accepl or reject any
applieation, with or without assigning any reason thereol

MEMBER SECRETARY

Sikkim State Legal Services Authority
Development Area, Gangtok

RO.No: 58/IPR/Pub/Classi/19-20 Date: 24/06/19
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Let's Hope This Emergency

Never Returns
The young should be taught
more about the two lost years of
India’s democratic journey

6 June, 1975. Not too many recall the date any

more. Perhaps not even those who suffered
most over the next two years. For the record, on 26
June 1975, the then Prime Minister of India, Indira
Gandhi, clamped Emergency on the nation. Funda-
mental Rights were suspended, newspapers cen-
sored and journalists hauled to jail along with per-
haps the entire Opposition. Midnight raids became
common and Tihar was packed to the gills. Emer-
gency apologists suggest that for once the trains ran
on time and government officials actually worked.
Fact remains that the two years of Emergency were
times when India ran as a dictatorship and no mat-
ter how efficient the officers became at that time,
it was a period which went against everything that
democracy stands for. Everything that the idea of
India was based on was suppressed. The concept
did not go down well with the people and they vot-
ed not only Indira’s INC out of power but also re-
fused the original Mrs. G a berth in the Lok Sabha.
It is another matter that the same people voted her
back into power in 1979.

But that argument we keep for another day.

The Emergency is something that the gener-
ation in schools and colleges at present does not
even know about. This blind-spotting of the tumul-
tuous two years in the history of Indian democracy
is perhaps as unfair as the actual Emergency itself.
Every generation should know what can happen if
citizens of a democracy stop caring and refuse to en-
gage or stay informed and collaborate. One does not
expect the horrors of the Emergency to be taught in
schools, but even the mainstream media is failing
in its job with mere tokenism on the topic. This is
perhaps because the media houses, save perhaps
Indian Express and The Statesman, keeled over to
official pressure at the time. This is a skeleton that
everyone wants to keep locked. Media comprised
just of newspapers and radio at the time and both
were largely compromised and/ or capitulated. One
sees the TV news channels remember the Emer-
gency anniversary nowadays but that is more for
Congress-bashing than anything else, because most
of them sidestep the eerie parallels that one sens-
es in governance nowadays with its obsession with
centralizing everything and deploying nationalism
to suppress voices and justify oppression.

So yes, the Emergency remains a largely forgot-
ten chapter. But that is wrong. Young Indians need to
know what happened from 1975 to 1977. They have
to understand the situation that led to the Emergency
so that they can recognise the signs when a repeat is
being tried. And a repeat will not necessary follow the
same playbook, but will deliver the same results. The
young also need to know of the popular movement
which finally overcame the draconian imposition so
that they can emulate the same when required. The
past, we should realise, is not something to pride over
or feel ashamed about, it is something to learn from.
India, and for that matter even Sikkim, prefers to ig-
nore the uncomfortable bits. India ignores the Par-
tition Riots and the Emergency and Sikkim dodges
real discussion on the Merger or; for that matter, even
questions of identity, rights and responsibilities.

This attitude should change.

One needs to look back into the past again, not
for critiques and allegations, but, as mentioned ear-
lier, to be better prepared. That said, it is import-
ant to bear in mind that the past needs to be learnt
from, not mindlessly celebrated. It is important for
Sikkim to bear in mind that if memories become
more important than dreams, it will stop moving
forward and start regressing...

Narcissists and Psychopaths: How some societies
ensure these dangerous people never wield power

STEVE TAYLOR
THECONVERSATION.COM

hroughout history, people who have gained po-

sitions of power tend to be precisely the kind
of people who should not be entrusted with it.
A desire for power often correlates with nega-
tive personality traits: selfishness, greed and a
lack of empathy. And the people who have the
strongest desire for power tend to be the most
ruthless and lacking in compassion.

Often those who attain power show traits of
psychopathy and narcissism. In recent times,
psychopathic leaders have been mostly found
in less economically developed countries with
poor infrastructures and insecure political
and social institutions. People such as Saddam
Hussein in Iraq, Muammar Gaddafi in Libya and
Charles Taylor in Liberia.

But modern psychopaths generally don’t be-
come leaders in affluent countries (where they are
perhaps more likely to join multinational corpora-
tions). In these countries, as can be seen in the US
and Russia, there has been a movement away from
psychopathic to narcissistic leaders.

After all, what profession could be more suited
to a narcissistic personality than politics, where
the spotlight of attention is constant? Narcissists
feel entitled to gain power because of their sense
of superiority and self-importance.

Those with narcissistic personalities tend
to crave attention and admiration and feel it is
right that other people should be subservient to
them. Their lack of empathy means they have no
qualms about exploiting other people to attain or
maintain their power.

Meanwhile, the kind of people who we might
think are ideally suited to take on positions of
power - people who are empathetic, fair minded,
responsible and wise - are naturally disinclined to
seek it. Empathetic people like to remain ground-
ed and interact with others, rather than elevating
themselves. They don’t desire control or authority,
but connection, leaving those leadership roles va-
cant for those with more narcissistic and psycho-
pathic character traits.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF LEADER

Yet it would be misleading to say it is only psy-
chopaths and narcissists who gain power. Instead,
[ would suggest that there are generally three
types of leaders.

The first are accidental leaders who gain pow-
er without a large degree of conscious intention
on their part, but due to privilege or merit (or a
combination). Second are the idealistic and al-
truistic leaders, probably the rarest type. They
feel impelled to gain power to improve the
lives of other people - or to promote justice
and equality, and try to become instruments of
change. But the third are the narcissistic and
psychopathic leaders, whose motivation for gain-

ing power is purely self-serving.

This doesn’t just apply to politics, of course. It’s
an issue in every organisation with a hierarchical
structure. In any institution or company, there is a
good chance that those who gain power are highly
ambitious and ruthless, and lacking in empathy.

Narcissistic leaders may seem appealing be-
cause they are often charismatic (they cultivate
charisma in order to attract attention and admi-
ration). As leaders they can be confident and de-
cisive and their lack of empathy can promote a
single-mindedness which can, in some cases, lead
to achievement. Ultimately though, any positive
aspects are far outweighed by the chaos and suf-
fering they create.

What is needed are checks to power - not just
to limit the exercise of power, but to limit its attain-
ment. Put simply, the kind of people who desire
power the most should not be allowed to attain
positions of authority.

Every potential leader should be assessed for
their levels of empathy, narcissism or psychop-
athy to determine their suitability for power. At
the same time, empathetic people - who generally
lack the lust to gain power - should be encouraged
to take positions of authority. Even if they don’t
want to, they should feel a responsibility to do so -
if only to get in the way of tyrants.

MODELS OF SOCIETY

This might sound absurd and impractical, but
as [ suggest in my book, The Fall, it has been done
before. There are many tribal hunter-gatherer so-
cieties where great care is taken to ensure that un-
suitable individuals don’t attain power.

Instead, anyone with a strong desire for pow-
er and wealth is barred from consideration as a
leader. According to anthropologist Christopher
Boehm, present-day foraging groups “apply tech-
niques of social control in suppressing both domi-
nant leadership and undue competitiveness”.

If a dominant male tries to take control of the
group, they practise what Boehm calls “egalitari-
an sanctioning”. They team up against the dom-

ineering person, and ostracise or desert him. In
this way, Boehm says, “the rank and file avoid be-
ing subordinated by vigilantly keeping alpha-type
group members under their collective thumbs”.

Just as importantly, in many simple hunt-
er-gatherer groups power is assigned to people,
rather than being sought by them. People don’t
put themselves forward to become leaders -
other members of the group recommend them,
because they are considered to be experienced
and wise, or because their abilities suit partic-
ular situations.

In some societies, the role of leader is not
fixed, but rotates according to different circum-
stances. As another anthropologist, Margaret
Power, noted: “The leadership role is sponta-
neously assigned by the group, conferred on
some members in some particular situation ... One
leader replaces another as needed.”

In this way, simple hunter-gatherer groups
preserve stability and equality, and minimise the
risk of conflict and violence.

It's true that large modern societies are much
more complex and more populous than hunt-
er-gatherer groups. But it may be possible for us
to adopt similar principles. At the very least, we
should assess potential leaders for their levels of
empathy, in order to stop ruthless and narcissistic
people gaining power.

We could also try to identify narcissists and
psychopaths who already hold positions of power
and take measures to curtail their influence. Per-
haps we could also ask communities to nominate
wise and altruistic people who would take an advi-
sory role in important political decisions.

No doubt all this would entail massive changes
of personnel for most of the world’s governments,
institutions and companies. But it might ensure
that power is in the hands of people who are wor-
thy of it, and so make the world a much less dan-
gerous place.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Psy-
chology, Leeds Beckett University]

How giving young people basic financial skills helps them find jobs

Leila Patel, Lauren Graham, Zoheb Khan

THECONVERSATION.COM

he picture in South Africa is a bleak one for the

average 15 - 24 year old. Many have finished
their schooling with a qualification of little value
in the eyes of employers. And they lack the basic
skills that employers now need. The result is that
a staggering 39,6% (narrow definition) or 55,2%
(expanded definition which includes those who
have stopped actively looking for work) are unem-
ployed.

South Africa has grappled with high unemploy-
ment for many years and the private sector,
civil society and government have invested
heavily in interventions to address the prob-
lem. Youth Employability Programmes are one
such example. These programmes aim to help
young people make the transition from school
to work more seamlessly via skills training.

They are part of a broad suite of pro-
grammes designed to drive growth and em-
ployment. But there seems to be a piece miss-
ing from existing schemes: giving young peo-
ple basic financial skills. Other countries have
found that giving young people these skills
leads to much better education outcomes.
For example, they’ve led to better secondary
schooling outcomes in Ghana. And in Uganda
they have been shown to increase financial secu-
rity in vulnerable households. In the US they have
helped promote transitions to college in poor com-
munities.

We did a study to find out whether including
financial skills in existing programmes could help
more young people find and keep work.

The answer is yes. We found that providing
young people with financial capabilities does im-
prove the picture. Those who got the training were
nine percentage points more likely to be employed
than those who did not two years after completing
the training.

TRACKING OVER SIX YEARS

The study, launched in 2013, tracked 1974 peo-
ple who participated in one of eight Youth Employ-
ability Programmes at 44 sites across the country.
Half of the training sites were randomly assigned
to receive a short savings and basic financial man-
agement training module and access to a no-cost

[ ——
bank account.

We followed these two groups of young
people as they entered the programmes and
up to two years after completing their train-
ing to understand whether financial capability
training should be a complementary interven-
tion offered to young people.

The study participants were predominantly
African (94,4%), women and from poor back-
grounds, with an average per capita income
of R527. This places them below the up-
per-bound poverty line. Most participants had
experienced food insecurity in the year prior
to joining the programme.

The majority of participants had a matric cer-
tificate - the equivalent of 12 years of schooling
- and over half had some prior work experience,
primarily short-term contract work, while a few
had self-employment experience. Just under a
third had started a post-secondary qualification.
Despite this the vast majority were unemployed at
the start of the study and 78% had been chronical-
ly unemployed (unemployed for longer than one
year).

WHAT WE FOUND

We tracked and interviewed the study par-
ticipants before, during and after their training.
During a period corresponding to between 12 and
24 months after their training, young people who
received the financial capability training were nine
percentage points more likely to be employed than
those who did not receive the intervention.

Importantly, the financial capability interven-
tion also had positive effects for young people who
remained unemployed. They were more likely to
persist with work seeking than those who did not.

Interestingly, young people who received the

training did not differ in their reported savings
behaviour from those in the control group. From
this we can see that the effect of the intervention is
likely due to the financial literacy training, and not
the savings account.

WHAT NEXT?

We cannot definitively say why young peo-
ple who received the financial literacy training
showed better employment outcomes. One hy-
pothesis is that improved financial literacy helps
young people manage what little money they have
better and this in turn helps them manage the high
cost of work-seeking, especially in low-income
households.

Another possibility is that the financial literacy
training promotes belief in oneself, which in turn
facilitates improved job search. It certainly ap-
peared to be the case that those who received the
treatment did have slightly higher levels of self-es-
teem after the intervention than those who did not
receive the intervention.

The possibility of growth in self esteem sup-
ports other research which shows that improved
financial literacy is associated with a greater sense
of future orientation, increased motivation and the
desire to achieve their own goals.

The outcomes from the study are compelling.
Although it’s unclear exactly how financial literacy
training works, this kind of programme does seem
promising as a complementary intervention to ex-
isting programmes for young people.

[Leila Patel is Professor of Social Develop-

ment Studies, University of Johannesburg; Lauren
Graham is Associate professor at the Centre for
Social Development in Africa, University of Jo-
hannesburg, University of Johannesburg; Zoheb

Khan is Researcher, University of Johannesburg]
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Nepal govt withdraws controversial
Guthi Bill after intense protests

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, JUN 25
(PTI): Nepal’'s Commu-
nist government Tues-
day formally withdrew
the controversial Guthi
bill from the Nation-
al Assembly following
weeks-long intense pro-
test by the ethnic Newar
community which
feared that it could
jeopardise Sanatan Hin-
du tradition.

A proposal on annul-
ment of the bill tabled
by Minister for Land Re-
forms Padma Aryal was
endorsed unanimously
at the National Assembly,
the upper house of Par-
liament.

Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli-led gov-
ernment had tabled the
Guthi Bill in Parliament
to amend the Guthi Act

and nationalise both
public and private guthis
or trusts and regulate
all religious sites un-
der a powerful com-
mission.

Fearing that the
government’s move
could jeopardise Sa-
natan Hindu tradition, the
ethnic Newar community
staged weeks-long pro-
tests demanding scrap-
ping of the bill.

Following intense
protests, the Nepal gov-
ernment withdrew the
controversial bill from
Parliament, but the pro-
testors demanded scrap-
ping of the bill.

The much-talked-
about bill on the manage-
ment of lands belonging
to Guthis or religious
and social trusts courted
controversy with peo-

ple from various walks
of life, mainly the Newar
ethnic groups of Kath-
mandu demanding its
withdrawal.

Last week, around
50,000 people rallied in
Maitighar Mandala of
Kathmandu protesting
against the government’s
move to introduce the
bill aiming to bring the
private and public trusts
under a powerful com-
mission.

The agitators have
argued that the proposed
law would turn public
guthis (trusts) into a
‘playground for politi-
cians, government offi-
cials and influential peo-
ple who wish to embez-
zle thousands of hectares
of guthi land..

The system, known
as “guthi”, is rooted with-

in the Newar community
indigenous to the Kath-
mandu Valley.

It has a special role in
maintaining temples and
traditional public spaces
and organising festivals
and religious parades.

Nepal has over 2,000
public guthis under an
independent  umbrella
body which currently
oversees the trusts.

Guthis, usually led
by families or specific
communities, generate
income from commonly
owned lands.

The current govern-
ment came to power af-
ter a resounding victory
in the 2017 elections,
winning a strong ma-
jority in both houses of
Parliament and six of the
seven provincial assem-
blies.

AES claims one

Muzaffarpur (Bihar),
Jun 25 (PTI): One more
child died on Tuesday
after being admitted to
a hospital here for Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome,
even as officials insisted
that the severity of the
disease, which has afflict-
ed more than 700 chil-
dren across the state, has
lessened.

The death was re-
ported in the early hours
at S K Medical College
and Hospital, which has
accounted for 111 ca-
sualties, the maximum
number in the state,
since June 1.

The government-run
hospital has so far reg-
istered 435 cases of AES
since the beginning of
the month, according to
figures released by the
district administration.

In addition, 163 AES
cases have been reg-
istered at the private-
ly-owned Kejriwal Hos-
pital, where 20 children

<

have so far died. It has,
however, been nearly a
week since any casualty
was reported at the hos-
pital.

The Bihar Health De-
partment had released
state-wide figures, which
put the total number of
registered cases, across
20 districts, at 714.

SKMCH Superinten-
dent Sunil Kumar Shahi
said with the onset of the
monsoon, the number
of AES cases will likely

more life in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur

come down.

“Like every year, the
severity of the outbreak
is diminishing with the
onset of rains. This can
be gauged from the fact
that no deaths were re-
ported on Monday and
only five fresh cases were
registered during the
day. Till just a few days
ago, we were receiving
AES patients in droves,’
he said.

AES, known as ‘cham-
ki’ in local parlance, is

characterised by high fe-
ver and convulsions and
strikes children north
Bihar every year. The
relatively higher number
of deaths this year have
been attributed to hy-
poglycemia or very low
blood sugar levels.

The condition is said
to be triggered by a tox-
in found in high concen-
trations in unripe litchi
which is grown in abun-
dance in Muzaffarpur
and adjoining districts.

BJP accuses Mamata Govt of trying to create ‘West Bangladesh’

New DELHI, JunNn 25
(PTI): The BJP Tuesday
accused the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government of
trying to create “West
Bangladesh” by allowing

infiltrators from Ban-
gladesh to settle in West
Bengal.

The TMC, however,
claimed that the Nation-
al Register for Citizens
(NRC) and the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill
were aimed at deliber-
ately targeting the mi-
nority community.

Speaking on the Mo-
tion of Thanks on the
President’s address
in the Lok Sabha, Dil-
ip Ghosh said the law
and order situation in
the state is in complete
shambles and democracy
in doldrums.

“The (West Bengal)
chief minister is very
interested to become
prime minister.. She is
trying to combine Ben-
gal and Bangladesh and
create West Bangladesh.
There is a conspiracy go-

ing on to separate Bengal
from India,” Ghosh said.

The first time BJP MP
from West Bengal said
there is nothing politi-
cal about ‘Jai Shri Ram’
slogan of the BJP since
it was Lord Rama who
taught justice and law
and order, which is re-
quired in the state.

“Jai Bangla is a slogan
imported from Bangla-
desh, whereas Jai Shri
Ram is our own slogan,”
Ghosh said.

The BJP won 18 out
of the total 42 parlia-
mentary seats in the TMC
stronghold West Bengal
in the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll.

“West Bengal is the
only state which wit-
nessed violence during
the general elections.
They are saying that you
have to learn Bengali to go
to West Bengal. This is the
‘Sonar Bangla' we are now
witnessing,” Ghosh said.

Speaking in  the
House, Mahua Moitra
(TMC) accused the BJP

of spreading fear across
the country since 2014
and politicising the issue
of 2.77 acres of land (in
Ayodhya).

“The BJP is mixing
religion with citizenship.
Through the Nation-
al Register for Citizens
(NRC) and Citizenship
Amendment Bill, only
one community is be-
ing targeted,” Moitra
charged, adding even
school textbooks are be-
ing changed to indoctri-
nate students.

She said there is an
erosion of electoral sys-
tem and a “dangerous
fascism” rising in India
under the BJP.

Holding that the
Constitution was under
threat, Mahua Moitra
(TMC) said there were
signs everywhere that
the country was being
torn apart.

Citizens were be-
ing thrown out of their
homes, she claimed.

Lynching of young
citizens, she said, was

taking place and drew
the attention of members
to the lynching of Tabrez
Ansari in Jharkhand.

She also alleged the
five large media hous-
es in India were directly
or indirectly being con-
trolled by a single man.

BJP member Nishi-
kant Dubey objected to
Moitra’s reference to 2.77
acre land and NRC in her
speech, saying the two is-
sues are pending before
the Supreme Court.

To this, TMC leader
Saugata Roy attacked
Dubey saying his objec-
tions are “bogus”.

“He has been put up
by the Government to ob-
struct the opposition. He
is using the green book
(Lok Sabha rule book)
without understanding
to impede opposition
speech,” Roy said.

In his defence,
Dubey said Roy has be-
come “so blind in de-
fending Mamata Baner-
jee that he cannot read
Lok Sabha rules”.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
Gangtok - 737101

No: 287/RM&DD/MGNREGA

Dated: 21/06/2019

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed quotation of rates are invited from interested firms having valid MGNREGA empanelment with RM&DD,
Government of Sikkim for supply of the following materials for MGNREGAworks for the financial year 2019-20 to

be supplied to the foliowing Block Administrative Centres:

1) Jorethang 2)Sumbuk 3)Namchi 4)Namthang 5)Ravangla  6)TemiTarku 7)Sikkip 8)Yangang 9)Gangtok 10)
Ranka 11)Regu 12) Rhenock 13) Parakha 14)Pakyong 15)Martam 16)Duga 17)Khamdong 18)Rakdong-Tintek
19)Passingdong  20)Kabi Tingda 21)Mangan 22) Chungthang 23)Chongrang 24)Chumbong 25)Daramdin
26)Gyalshing 27)Hee-Martam 28)Kaluk 29)Mangalbarey 30)Soreng 31) Dentam 32)Yuksom.

LIST OF ITEMS

Sl.Neo. | ITEM SPECIFICATION UNIT
1 Cement 50 kg Birla Gold, Ambuja, Birla Samrat,Ultratech, | per bag
Star, Lafarge, ACC, Pendent
= TMT Rod (6mm to 18mm) Durgapur or equivalent per kg
Angle Iron (various sizes) Durgapur or equivalent per kg
4 Plywood Waterproof (Sizes | Waterproof / Local per sq ft
Gmm to 32 mm) & non-
~ waterproof _ ~
5 MNail(various sizes) 150 certificd o dperky
[ Chinese Nail - per kg
7 Sand - per eft
=] Stones - per eft
] Signboard (3x4) Angle iron per piece
10 First Aid Box Box consisting of Dettol, Gauge, Bandage, Cotton, files | per piece
of Paracetamal, Maftal Spas, Enteroquinal tablets ete.
11 Hammer ( Big & Small) ISO certified per picce
12 Kata 1SO certified per piece
13 Ramba -Big & Small 1SO certified per piece
14 Doko per piece Local made per piece
15 Namlo per piece Local made per piece
16 Farua ISO certified per picce
17 Karai ISO certified per piece
18 Karni ISO certified per picee
19 Belcha 1SO certified per piece
20 Sickle I1SO certified per piece
21 Chino 1SO certified per picce
22 Chisel IS0 certified per picce
23 Raite (File) 1SO certified per picce
24 Saw medium size IS0 certified per piece
25 Bucket Unbreakable plastic 10ltrs ISO certified (brand to be | per piece
specified by the bidder)
26 Jug Unbreakable plastic per picee
27 Mug Unbreakable plastic per picee
28 Line Suta - per roll
29 Measuring Tape 50 feet 150 certified ( brand to be specified by the bidder) per picce
30 Belcha Dori - per kg
31 Jute rope - per kg
32 Bending Wire 1SO certified per kg
33 Gl Wire IS0 cortilied e by
34 GI Wire Mesh 150 certifi I"er Nt
35 Barbed Wire _— 150) e prer ky
36 Wire cutter 150 eertil per pieee
27 Giti Martol _ ~ 150 eortified per plece
38 Raj Martol o 150 « 1% per e
30 Jamara Martol _ 150 ¢ : per picee
40 Pliers e hsO ~«l R ) Jren prieee
41 Polypipe Y inch o 150 ¢ fied { brond to be specificd by the bidder) per ]Llu
42 Polypipe Vo flexille 1503 ¢ fied( brand to be specilicd by the bidder) porv kg
43 GI Pipe (20 1 various sives) | Tata el or equivale pur pricee
44 GI fittings (Sizes 15 mm Lo 32 Union, Sockel, Tee, Elbow, Short piece, Plug por picce
mm dia.) 150 certificd( brand to be specifiecd by the bidder)
45 PVC Pipe (2o ft various sizes) 150 certified ( brand to be specified by the bidder) per piece
46 PVC fittings (Sizes 15 mum to | Union, Socket, Tee, Elbow, Short piece, Plug per piece
32 mm dia.) 130 certified( brand to be specified by the bidder)
47 Hacksaw Blade (single & | ISO certified per piece
double)
48 Hacksaw Frame IS0 certified _ per piece
49 | Plain sheet (various sizes) 150 certified { brand to be specified by the bidder) Per sqft
5O 150 certificd ( brand to be specified by the bidder) per metre
51 ) R Capacily of 100 Lirs - per picce
52 4 180 centified (brand to be specified by the bidder) | per piece
53 | Hame Pipe (vavious sives) 1180 certified (brand to be specified by the hidder) per picee
| 54 GO Sheet (0.:45, 0.4, 0.5 mm) rlified (various sizes) per foot
55 Bricks first class per piece
50 MS Pipe (Various sizes) = per piece
57 Dhibri MNail - per kg
58 GI Washer - per packet
59 Bitumen Washer - per packet
T3] Enamel Paint(yellow, white & | Asian Paints per litre
black) for signboard
G1 Paint Brush (Various sizes) = | perpicee |
G2 Rate of ‘Transportation for | Cement = per bag por ki
Cement, Rod, Bricks, Sand & | Sand/Stone — poer et
Stone Rod — per Qul
Brick — per picce
673 Stone chips Machine crushed cft
64 Local wood Local cft
TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. Materials to be supplied should be as per the standard size and norms/specifications of Govt. of Sikkim issued

from time to time.

2. The supply is subject to various laboratories test in the State.

3. Firms '.sha‘ll ensure that ordered materials will be supplied within the stipulated time, failing which they will be
liable to pay the liquidity damage of an equal amount of the damaged caused to the Department.The intending
supplier should be prepared to supply all the items in the worksite and the transportation cost shall be paid as per

the prevailing notification of the SNT Division of Transport Department.

4. Firms should have dealership certificate of all or any of the above specified brands of cement.

5. The empanelled firm or cooperative should preferably register with STCS/SIMFED.

6. The quotation received without empanelment document will not be accepted.

7. All firms previously empanelled under MGNREGA before 29.3.2016 may kindly contact the Sr. AO-MGNREGA
before submission of tender forms since the guidelines for empanelment under MGNREGA has been revised as

per notification no. 01/5/Adm/MGNREGA/RME&DD, dated 29.3.2016.

8. The rate being quoted shall be EXCLUSIVE of any TAXES and should be duly signed by the proprietor of the

firm.

9. The quotation must be quoted by the empanelled supplier and Cooperative Society preferably based within the
administrative jurisdiction of concerned BAC only. The intending suppliers should enclose copies of valid trade
license and other tax clearances along with the quotations. At the time of approval of rates the DPC shall compare
the quoted rates with the rates obtained from STCS with due regard to the prevailing market rates.

10. The quotation should accompany with Xerox attested copies of valid empanelment certificate issued by Rural

Management and Development Department, Govt of Sikkim for the supplier

and firms and a copy of certified

registration of cooperative society from concerned department for the cooperative societies and Trade license and
clearance certificate of GST and Professional Tax by both the supplier/firms and cooperative societies.

11. The Cooperative Society registered

in the concerned block who is experienced in supply works only are

eligible for quoting the rate. However the society should submit bank statements for last 3 years (25-30 lakhs
transaction). Only on vetting of financial capability of cooperative Society, rates quoted would be accepted.

12. In case of failure in regular supply or not matching up of the quality standard as laid down by the Department,

the supply order would be cancelled immediately.

13. The empanelled sypplier or MPCS quoting the quotation must also have the store facility and transportation

facility within the concerned block.

14. In failure of compliance of the above mentioned terms & conditions for the supply of materials under MG-
NREGA, the tender committee can summarily reject the quotation at the time of scrutiny.

15. The Authority reserves the right to accept or reject the quotations without assigning any reason thereof.

16. The Authorities shall draw an agreement with the selected supplier.

17. The quotation should be addressed to the BDO/ Programme Officer of the respective BAC and should reach
them by 8/7/2019 and will be opened on 9/7/2019 at 2 pm in the presence of the committee formed for the

purpose in the chamber of the concerned BDO cum PO.

NOTE: For further details and clarification, if any, concerned BDO may be contacted.

R.O. No. 56/IPR/PUB/Classi/19-20
Date: 21.06.2019

Sd/-
Joint Secretary (MGNREGA)
RM&DD, GANGTOK
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Manchester Divided: A ‘City’ United

by its love for beautiful

KUSHAN SARKAR
MANCHESTER, JUuN 25
(PTI): “You know when
you lose all your hair?
When your wife of 41
years is a United fan
simply because she used
to babysit two of Denis
Law’s five kids for a brief
period,” chuckles Dave
Oldham, one of Manches-
ter City’s veteran tour
guide.

A few minutes drive
atthe 0ld Trafford, you
meet  20-something
Oliver, who works at
the Manchester United
museum.

Do you know Oli-
ver, how to go to Etihad
Stadium from Old Traf-
ford, you ask hoping
for a reply.

“Etihad Stadium?
Now what's that? We
don’t know which club
you are talking about.
We don’t know where
it is,” he answers with a
straight face before you
getasly grin.

They are not just em-
ployees of the two clubs,
they is a die-hard fan in
each one of them as well.
And when in Manchester,
you are either a ‘Red Dev-
il’ or a ‘Citizen’.

They are separated by
16 years, United is now
141 years old while City
is celebrating its 125th
year. However, there is
no love lost between
the two neighbours and
their fans can’t stand
each other.

They take potshots at
each other, remind each
other of their achieve-
ments and are an intrin-
sic part in Manchester’s
essence.

City, the reigning EPL
champions, certainly
hold the bragging rights

but when it comes to
worldwide footfalls and
legacy, the United are in a
league of their own.

The humours and
digs are distinctly British
as Dave’s tongue in cheek
one liners.

As he led the tourists
inside the Etihad Stadi-
um, he would point at the
sky, “As you can all see
the clear skies here and
the dark clouds hovering
over that club (United)
on the other side of city”

Or while showing the
visitors dressing room,
he would tell tourists,
“We don’t have a mirror
which starts from the
ceiling and touches the
floor. We don’t have it
since Cristiano Ronaldo
doesn’t play for United.”

But you certainly
pinch yourself when you
enter the Old Trafford

Stadium, steeped in his-
tory. A half a mile walk
from the Old Trafford
cricket stadium and the
grandeur hits you.

On the road, the fa-
miliar red brick buildings
have big posters paying
tribute to the ‘Busby
Babes’, the ‘class of 58/
which tragically passed
away in the fateful Mu-
nich air disaster.

The two statues of Sir
Matt Busby and Sir Alex
Ferguson finds its place
of pride on both sides of
the stadium. However
the ‘Trinity Statue’ re-
minds about Red Devils’
aura. The troika of Sir
Bobby Charlton, Denis
Law and George Best
welcome the globetrot-
ters in a dreamland and
the next two hours pass
off like a dream.

The museum tour at

15 pounds is a must for
football lovers.

The tribute paid to
the victims of Munich
Air Disaster with video
footages, old jerseys, the
story of the air disaster
can make one numb.
There is a Busby column
from a 1968 ‘Daily Ex-
press’, days before the
1968 European Cup fi-
nal against Benfica.

They have a separate
memorabilia  segment
of their legends. A pair
of boots worn by David
Beckham, with which he
might have bended a few
in, Cristiano Ronaldo’s
jersey grabs the max-
imum eyeballs for the
younger generation of
soccer pilgrims.

But the best section
undoubtedly is that of
Best. There are two let-
ters along with kits used

by Best. One where Bus-
by writes to Best’s father
informing him about
signing the 17-year-old
at Old Trafford and the
other was release letter
after 14 years which vir-
tually ended his career in
top flight football.

The City is more of
a modern club with its
latest successes. The
tour guide hands over
a slick pre-recorded an-
droid device with all the
updated information
about the club.

But the ‘kid in a can-
dy store’ moment for all
those near 40 and the 50
plus visitors was certain-
ly the locker room where
one got to touch the jer-
seys of Vincent Kompany,
Kevin de Bruyne, Sergio
Aguero.

“Sergio gets the max-
imum request for jerseys

from international stars
of other clubs. So we get
more jerseys for him,”
the guide said.

He shows manager
Pep Guardiola’s chamber,
where he sits before the
start of the match. The
normal visitor is not
allowed entry but Dave
informed that there is
only one picture inside
that room.

“It's of Johan Cruyff.
Pep always tells us that
he is the only man from
who he has learnt every-
thing about football,” the
old man said.

The City tour is com-
plete with a “virtual con-
versation between visi-
tors and Guardiola”.

You feel satiated
while coming out. You
now know why Reds rule
the hearts while the ‘Sky
Blues’ rock the charts.

Won't ask for exemption
from Worlds trials: Bajrang

AMANPREET SINGH
NEw DELHI, JuN 25 (PTI):
His dominance is undis-
puted in the 65kg at
the global level but Ba-
jrang Punia, focussed
on shoring up his leg
defence, would not ask
for an exemption from
the World Championship
trials next month.

The Wrestling Fed-
eration of India (WFI) is
expected to organise the
trials for the Worlds in
the last week of July.

In the last 10 inter-
national  tournaments,
Bajrang has lost just one
bout -- the World Cham-
pionship final (2018)
-- where Japan’s Taku-
to Otoguro bothered
him with leg attacks

throughout.
The only other bout
(invitational) Bajrang

lost was at the iconic
Madison Square, to the
local grappler Yianni Dia-
komihalis.

The world number
one in 65kg, Bajrang is
aiming to seal an Olym-
pic berth with a medal
at the World Champi-
onship, scheduled to be
held in Kazakhstan in
September.

Asked how he has not
been able to master the
leg defence as yet, the
25-year-old said it's due
to ‘old habits!

“Old habits die hard.
I grew up competing on
mud, where you mostly
stand and compete. But
on the mat, you have to
keep leaning forward.
That’s perhaps the rea-
son, why my leg defence

could not be strong. It's
an old habit and the
course correction is tak-
ing some time,” Bajrang
told PTI.

“I am sorting out my
leg defence at a camp in
Turkey. The coach wants
me to qualify for the
Olympics at the Worlds
so that we have one full
year to strengthen my
game before the Games,”
Bajrang said from Jaland-
har, where he signed a
deal with Japanese foot-
wear giant ASICS to be
their brand athlete.

Bajrang is not a part
of the national camp,
which began recently at
the SAI centre in Sonepat,
as the WFI has allowed
him to train with his per-
sonal support staff.

However, the two-
time World Champion-
ship medallist is not go-
ing to ask for an exemp-
tion from trials.

“I am ready for the
trials. I can’t say I won’t
compete. If the Federa-
tion, on its own, decides
to exempt me that’s dif-
ferent,” he said.

“A few good wres-
tlers are emerging in the
65kg category. The guy
from Maharashtra, who
is from the Army, is good.
Rajneesh is also good,
though he has moved
up to 70kg. In wrestling
what matters is the per-
formance on the day of
competition or trials.
Anybody can win on his
day” Why he opted to
train in Istanbul this time
as he trained in Georgia
in the recent past?

Shakibisaleg

SOUTHAMPTON, Jun
25 (PTI): Bangladesh’s
spin bowling coach Sunil
Joshi was in awe of star
all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan’s phenemonal run
in the World Cup and de-
scribed him as a “legend”
of the game.

Shakib scored 51 off
69 balls to help Bangla-
desh post a competitive
total of 262/7 and then
took five for 29 to hand
Afghanistan a 62-run de-
feat here on Monday.

Joshi expressed sat-
isfaction at the way the
spin trio of Shakib, Me-
hidy Hasan and Mos-
sadek Hossain bowled to
the Afghan batsmen.

“As a spin coach you
cannot ask for more,’
said Joshi, who has
played 15 Test and 69
ODIs for India between
1996 to 2001.

“Shakib is a legend,
no doubt. It is a source of
great pride that we have
a player like that in the
Bangladesh side. He is
Mr Consistent for us be it
with the bat, the ball orin
the field.

“He has really focused
on his fitness and lost
between five and seven
kilos recently. You can
see how that has paid
off with his running be-
tween the wickets, you
can see the hunger in
his cricket. His presence
is really helping us to
take our whole game for-
ward,” he added.

Bangladesh skip-
per Mashrafe Mortaza
also showered praise
on Shakib, describing
his performance as out-

standing. “He (Shakib)
has been outstanding for
us in the tournament, he
keeps scoring runs in ev-
ery game and also comes
on to bowl whenever
needed,” said Mortaza at
the post-match presenta-
tion ceremony.

Mushfiqur Rahim (83
off 87 balls) and Shakib
(51 off 69) showed their
class as they batted on a
difficult surface.

“I think that part-
nership wasn’t very big
but Mushy (Mushfiqur)
and Shakib partnership
was important. Tamim
(Igbal) batted well and
Riyadh’s innings was im-
portant,” he added.

The star Bangladesh
all-rounder is currently
the highest run-scorer of
the 50-over showpiece
with 476 runs, besides
claiming 10 wickets. But
personal achievements
are not his priority.

“I don’t rank my per-
formance at all, but it is
very satisfying when I'm

end, says Bangladesh spin coach
. s .

contributing with both
ball and bat rather than
just in one sector,” said
Shakib.

“It was needed and
important from my per-
spective and the team.
Luckily I have been do-
ing this, I am very happy
with the way the tourna-
ment is going, but there
are still two very import-
ant matches.”

The 32-year-old said
Bangladesh always knew
260 odd runs were going
to be competitive against
Afghanistan here. “To be
honest, we thought we
had enough runs on the
board. It wasn’t a wicket
where teams can score
300-350, we knew it was
always going to be diffi-
cult,” he said.

“They have three
quality spinners and we
had to handle them well.
That is why we managed
260, our target was to
bat 50 overs and get 240
as a minimum. “I thought
it was good thinking, we

wanted to bat the overs
and if we got more we
would take that as a
bonus. That gave us
enough to go out there
and bowl Afghanistan
out,” Shakib added.

Bangladesh will
play remaining two
games against India

and Pakistan, and both
are must win if they are
to catch England and se-
cure a place in the knock-
out stages.

“England have got
three more matches and
need to win one. Bangla-
desh’s final two games
in this tournament are
against India and Paki-
stan, and both must be
won if they are to catch
England and secure a
place in the knockout
stages,” he said.

“England have got
three more matches and
need to win one. We have
two and have to win
both. It is difficult mathe-
matically but that’s crick-
et, anything can happen.

Neymar accepts
pay-cut in ‘verbal

agreement’

MADRID, JUN 25 (AFP):
Neymar is ready to cut
his salary by 12 mil-
lion euros to leave Paris
Saint-Germain as part
of a “verbal agreement”
reached between the
Brazilian and Barcelona,
according to reports in
the Spanish press.

PSG are yet to sanc-
tion the sale of their star
striker, who they paid a
world record 222 million
euros to sign from Barca
only two years ago.

But Neymar is re-
portedly eager to return
to Spain and Barcelona
are prepared to take him
back, with Spanish sports
newspaper Diario Sport
claiming a five-year con-
tract has been agreed.

The newspaper says
the terms include Ney-
mar reducing his salary
from around 36 million
euros at PSG to the 24
million euros he received
at Barca in 2017, while

with Barca

also dropping his 26-mil-
lion euro court case
against the Catalan club.
Neymar claims he was due
the amount before leaving
as a loyalty bonus.

Barcelona sports
newspaper Mundo De-
portivo has reported

Neymar will also have to
make a public apology
to the club’s fans for the
manner of his departure.
The 27-year-old had
spent four years at Camp
Nou, winning the Cham-
pions League in 2015 and
two La Liga titles. He had
formed a brilliant attack-
ing trio alongside Lionel
Messi and Luis Suarez.
Any return for Ney-
mar would likely require
Barca to raise funds
through sales. Antoine
Griezmann is expected
to join from Atletico Ma-
drid for 120 million eu-
ros while Frenkie de Jong
has already signed for 75
million euros from Ajax.

Rejuvenated Pakistan faces
battle of survival against
rampaging New Zealand

BIRMINGHAM, JUN 25
(PTI): Their campaign
revived by a win over
South Africa, Pakistan
will continue their bat-
tle of survival when they
face an unstoppable New
Zealand in a must-win
World Cup clash here
Wednesday.

Pakistan faced severe
criticism after their loss
to arch-rivals India but
their 49-run win over
South Africa breathed
life into their campaign
but the road ahead is a
tough one.

With just two wins
and three losses, Paki-
stan are at the seventh
spot with five points in
Six games.

Sarfaraz Ahmed and
his men will now not
only have to win the re-
maining three match-
es, starting with New
Zealand, but also hope
that the results in other
matches favour them to
salvage any hopes of a
semifinal berth.

While pacer Moham-
mad Amir has been their
biggest star, claiming 15
wickets to top the list,
none of the other bowl-
ers have backed him,
which has affected their
campaign.

Their batting line-up
too lacked spark before
left-handed batsman
Haris Sohail, who was
dropped after the open-
ing game, made a strong
comeback with a 59-ball
89 to help Pakistan post
a challenging 308 for 7
against South Africa.

Shadab Khan and Wa-
hab Riyaz also chipped
in with three wickets
in their last game after
Amir once again deliv-
ered, accounting for two
scalps.

While the batting and
bowling units delivered
against the Proteas, field-
ing is an area of concern
for Pakistan and Sarfaraz
too admitted that the
team will need to pull up
its socks.

“We have to work
harder on fielding. Again
we dropped so many
catches (against South
Africa), some straight-
forward and some
half-chances. All three
matches now are very

crucial and we have to
sort it out,” Sarfaraz had
said after the match.

New Zealand, on the
other hand, have been
invincible so far and cur-
rently hold the top posi-
tion in the points table.

The Black Caps, led by
inspiration skipper Kane
Williamson, have been
on a roll ever since they
streamrolled Sri Lanka in
their opening match.

But no team is un-
beatable and New Zea-
land looked vulnerable
against South Africa and
the West Indies but it
was skipper William-
son’s twin hundreds
which helped them seal
the wins.

Williamson, who
also anchored the side
against Afghanistan,
is their highest scorer
in the tournament so
far. Ross Taylor too has
been among the runs but
openers Colin Munro and
Martin Guptill are yet to
click. Their bowling unit,
which includes Trent
Boult and Lockie Fergu-
son, too has been in good
form, while New Zealand
also have two destruc-
tive all-rounders in Jim-
my Neesham and Colin
de Grandhomme in their
ranks.

The only aspect that
they seem to be strug-
gling is delivering their
quota of overs within
the stipulated time and
Williamson could be
handed a suspension if
the over-rate is slow in
one more match.

Squads:

Pakistan: Sarfaraz
Ahmed (captain), Fakhar
Zaman, Imam ul Hagq,
Babar Azam, Haris Sohail,
Hasan Ali, Shahdab Khan,
Mohammed Hafeez, Mo-
hammed Hasnain, Sha-
heen Shah Afridi, Wahab
Riaz, Mohammed Aamir,
Shoaib  Malik, Imad
Wasim, Asif Ali.

New Zealand: Kane
Williamson  (captain),
Martin Guptill, Matt Hen-
ry, Tom Latham, Colin
Munro, Jimmy Neesham,
Henry Nicholls, Mitchell
Santner, Ish Sodhi, Trent
Boult, Colin de Grand-
homme, Lockie Fergu-
son, Tim Southee, Ross
Taylor, Tom Blundell.

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

email us @
news@summittimes.com
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Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina
to visit China in July first week

K] M VARMA

BEJJING, JuN 25 (PTI):
Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina will
visit China in July first
week, the first trip to
Beijing after her re-elec-
tion, during which the
Asian giant may press
for speeding up of the
Bangladesh-China-  In-
dia-Myanmar (BCIM)
economic corridor which
has failed to take off.

With an estimat-
ed USD 31 billion in-
vestments, China has
emerged as a major in-
vestor in Bangladesh -
mainly in the infrastruc-
ture and energy sectors
- raising concerns in In-
dia over growing Chinese
influence in the region.

The rapid expansion
of Chinese investments
in Bangladesh were re-
garded as the second
highest by Beijing after
the USD 60 billion Chi-
na-Pakistan  Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Hasina would visit
China from July 3 to 5
during which she would
hold talks with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, Premier
Li Keqiang and other top
leaders on improving
the bilateral ties and ex-
change views on issues
of mutual interest, For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang told the
media here on Tuesday.

Hasina would also
take part in the Summer
Davos meeting at Dalian
which would be inaugu-
rated by Li, Geng said.

“Summer Davos”,
also known as the an-
nual Meeting of the New
Champions (AMNC), is or-
ganised every year in Chi-
na by the World Economic
Forum (WEF) which hosts
annual meeting at Davos
in Switzerland where
world leaders gather to
interact on the state of the
global economy and in-
vestments.

This will be the first
official visit of Prime
Minister Hasina since
her re-election and her

visit provides an import-
ant opportunity for the
two sides to charter the
future course of the bilat-
eral relations, Geng said.

He said both the
countries are strategic
cooperative partners.
“In recent years, they
enjoyed mutual political
trust, economic coop-
eration and cultural ex-
changes,” he said.

President Xi visited
Bangladesh in 2016 during
which the two leaders
reached an important con-
sensus, he said.

“We have been im-
plementing that consen-
sus and advancing the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) cooperation proj-
ects bringing tangible
benefits to our peoples.
We look forward to this
visit to consolidate our
friendship and strength-
en development strate-
gies coordination, deep-
ening cooperation and
bring bilateral relations
to a new high,” he said.

The reference to the
BRI was significant as
China has been routing
most of its investments
through its multi-bil-
lion dollar global project
aimed at financing and

building infrastructure
projects, especially in
developing countries to
enhance its influence

across the world.

Both the CPEC and
the BCIM were the com-
ponents of the BRI which
was mooted by President
Xi when he came to pow-
er in 2013. The BRI aims
to link Southeast Asia,
Central Asia, the Gulf re-
gion, Africa and Europe
with a network of land
and sea route.

While the CPEC re-
garded as the flagship
project took off, the BCIM
failed to make headway:.

India has protested to
China over the CPEC as it
is being laid through Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir.

China lately is mak-
ing efforts to revive the
BCIM.

Trump: Woman who accused him
of sexual assault not his type

-

WASHINGTON, JUuN 25
(AP): President Donald
Trump said Monday that
a New York-based ad-
vice columnist who has
accused him of sexually
assaulting her in a New
York City department
store in the mid-1990s is

not his “type.”
“I'll say it with great
respect: Number one,

she’s not my type. Num-
ber two, it never hap-
pened,” Trump told The
Hill in an interview at the
White House.

Writer E Jean Carroll
has claimed that a friend-
ly encounter with Trump
at Bergdorf Goodman in
1995 or 1996 turned vi-
olent when the real es-
tate mogul pushed her
up against a dressing
room wall, unzipped
his pants and forced
himself on her.

Trump told The Hill
that Carroll is “totally
lying” about the accusa-
tion, which he also de-
nied earlier.

“I  know nothing
about this woman. I
know nothing about her,”
he said. “She is it’s just a
terrible thing that peo-
ple can make statements
like that” The allegation

against Trump is includ-
ed in Carroll’s upcoming
book about the “hideous
men” the Elle magazine
columnist says she has
encountered throughout
her life.

Carroll told CNN’s
Anderson Cooper later
Monday that she’s glad
Trump doesn’t consider
her his type.

“I love that,” she said.
“I'm so glad I am not his
type.” Carroll said there
were no attendants in
the dressing room area
at the time of the alleged
assault and she did not
file a report with the New
York Police Department.

“I wanted to forget it,”
she said.

“I thought A, my fault.
B, I was stupid. C, I didn’t
think of it .. as rape. I
thought of it as a violent
incident. I thought of it as
a fight” During the 2016
presidential campaign,
more than a dozen wom-
en accused Trump of sex-
ual misconduct in earlier
years. Trump has denied
the allegations and said
the women are lying.

The “not my type” re-
mark isn’t the first time
Trump has disparaged
an accuser.

Papua New Guinea demands end to Australia refugee contract

PORT MORESBY, JUN 25
(AFP): Australia must
end or completely re-
work a controversial
multi-million dollar con-
tract to manage refugees
stuck in tropical island
camps, Papua New Guin-
ea’s prime minister de-
manded on Tuesday.

“I will ask the Aus-
tralian government to
stop this contract forth-
with,” James Marape told
parliament, saying the

“reviewed to the fullest,
or we ask for this con-
tract to be terminated”.

Marape said the Pal-
adin Group’s contract
to manage facilities on
Manus Island holding
around 500 refugees
and asylum seekers
turned away by Austra-
lia must include local
companies.

The contract, worth
over Aus 400 million
(US 280) over the last

subject of deep contro-
Versy.

From 2012 to 2017
Australia ran detention
facilities on Manus un-
der a hardline policy
of turning back anyone
trying to arrive in the
country by sea -- in-
cluding refugees fleeing
wars and unrest as far
afield as Sudan and Ira-
nian Kurdistan.

But after the PNG
Supreme Court ruled

constitutional, Australia
handed the camps over
to local authorities,
with daily management
of security and other
operations given to Pal-
adin, a little-known pri-
vate company, under a
contract issued without
any competitive tender.

The 500 men still on
Manus have been in the
island camps for at least
five years.

In recent weeks the

of suicide attempts as
refugees and asylum
seekers try to draw in-
ternational attention to
their plight.
The Paladin contract
which reportedly
does not include food or
medical care -- has been
backed by Australian
home affairs minister
Peter Dutton -- who has
advocated for an exten-
sion.
Marape seemed to

bility, at least without
significant revisions.
“We don’'t intend
for foreign contractors
to operate here in busi-
ness like security. These
are businesses that local
companies can partici-
pate in, “ he told a regular
session of question time.
Marape called on
his foreign affairs and
immigration ministers
to convey his message
to Canberra “at the ear-

arrangement should be two years, has been the the arrangement un- camps have seen a rash shoot down that possi- liest”.
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Sajid won't narrate us ‘Kick 2’ unless
‘he has blockbuster script: lacnuelme

MUMBAI Jun 25 (PTI): Jacqueline Fernandez says filmmaker
| Sajid Nadiadwala is consistently working on the script of “Kick
| 2” and would only reveal the details to her or co-star Salman
I Khan until it is good enough to become a blockbuster.

Sajid had announced a sequel to his hit 2014 ac-

I tion-comedy which is bringing back the pairing of Sal-
man and Jacqueline.

Asked for an update on the project, Jacqueline told report-

ers, “He (Sajid) is working on the script consistently for some

| time now. Knowing him, he is a perfectionist, he won’t come to

us without a perfect blockbuster script. We are giving him all

A VISION IN WHITE! The starlet, Olivia Munn
rocks a monochromatic look for her appearance
on The View in NYC.

LoNDON, Jun 25 (PTI): Mar-
tin Freeman has revealed he
almost turned down the
lead role in “The Hobbit”
franchise as he feared he
would not be able to give
time to his family.

The 47-year-old Brit-
ish actor, who played Bil-
bo Baggins in the icon-
ic series, said going
far away to New Zea-
land to shoot the films
was a bone of conten-
tion for him.

“It wasn’t an easy ‘yes’. I went to New Zealand in January 2011 and my
last day was July 2013 - two-and-a-half years between the beginning and the
end,” Freeman said.

He was speaking at his BAFTA career retrospective, A Life In Pictures, reported
FemaleFirst.

The actor said it took him time to say yes as he could not have asked his
then partner and “Sherlock” co-star Amanda Abbington to keep her career on
hold for him.

“I was going to be away for a long time and Amanda, who I was with at the time,
she’s an actor, a brilliant actor, and it wasn’t the ‘50s (so) I didn’t feel I could say, ‘Right,
you’'re coming with me.” She had her own life, her own career,” he said.

the time and space for that.”

| The actor was speaking at a Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion

| Bureau event on Monday.

Jacqueline is now all set to make foray into the digital
space with Netflix thriller “Mrs Serial Killer”.

| The film will be directed by Shirish Kunder and produced

I by Farah Khan.

The actor said web will be a “completely new and interest-

| ing space " for her.

| “It’s a digital platform, which I'm not used to. I'm used

I platform for films.

to theatrical, cinema halls and Fridays. What's cool about
this is that it seems to be the future and an emerging

I “It doesn’t change anything about what we do. We still go
out there as actors, we are still making a film and pretty
much working with the same people.”

Jacqueline said the digital platform provides a

ent and content.

The film chronicles the story of a doting wife who,

|
|
I massive reach and enables the discovery of new tal-
|
|

when her husband is framed and imprisoned for serial mur-

ders, must perform a murder exactly like the serial Killer, to
prove her husband innocent.

Asked what preparations she will undergo for the role,
the actor said, “I have to definitely work on becoming a much
stronger person - mentally and physically.

| Los ANGELES, JuN 25 (PTI): “Hidden Figures” co-writer Al-
lison Schroeder has been roped in to pen the script for the
movie adaptation of video game “Minecraft”.

| Schroeder, who was nominated for an Oscar for co-writing

| the 2016 American biographical drama with film's director
Ted Melfi, will work on the movie by Warner Bros.

Her writing credits also include 2018 Disney film “Christo-

| pher Robin” and the currently in production, “Frozen 2”, which
is slated to be released on November 22.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, producers Roy Lee,

| Jon Berg and game developer Mojang are attached to rework

| the project.

Minecraft is the bestselling world-creation game known
for its stylistic building blocks in which players choose either
I a “survival” or “creative” mode of play.

I Peter Sollett will direct the film.

“Minecraft” is currently set to hit the theatres on March 4, 2022.

lygy Azalea to release

|
' new album on July 19
| Los ANGELEs, Jun 25 (PTI):
| Rapper Iggy Azalea has an-
nounced that she would be
I releasing her new album on
I July 19.
I The LP would mark
Azalea’s first since her de-
| but record ‘The New Clas-
| sic, which released back in
I 2014.
‘In My Defense: July 19th
I Pre Order: June 28, Azalea
| posted on Instagram along
side the album art.
| She also shared the inspi-
| ration behind her album art.
| ‘It’s a statement about
women not having the
| ability to defend themselves
| under public gaze, not re-
birth. I guess I don’t feel
I women are really given a
I fair chance to be ‘heard out’
| SO how could anyone survive
that amount of judgement.
| ‘T wore a ‘going out’ dress
| and clutch because I want-
ed it to feel like [ had been
I out somewhere and was
I dlearly unprepared for a fight,
| Azalea tweeted.

Mind-blowing being
descrihed as sex
symbol: Andrew Scott

LoNDON, Jun 24 (PTI): An-
drew Scott says he never imag-
ined his ‘hot priest’ from “Flea-
bag” will turn into a sex symbol
and the actor thanked series
creator and co-star Phoebe
Waller-Bridge for casting him
in the role. The 42-year-old ac-
tor; who starred in the second
season of the BBC Three series,
said he finds such adulation an
“uncharted territory”.

“It's mind-blowing being de-
scribed as a sex symbol. What-
ever floats your boat, I suppose.
But I think it's more about the
casting. “I'm very happy that
Phoebe put me in that part of
the hot priest, because it was
definitely uncharted territory.
It's better than people being
repulsed by me. So, Ill take it!”
Scott told The Observer.

However, the “Sherlock”
alum said he is “quite relaxed
about the whole thing”.

The show revolves around
Waller-Bridge’s Fleabag, who is
an angry, confused and sexually
active woman living in London.

Mckenna Grace tolead,
produce ‘Rahhit Cake’
%

LOS ANGELES, JUN 25 (PTI): Teen actor Mckenna Grace is set
to feature in and produce “Rabbit Cake”.

The 13-year-old actor, best known for “Gifted”, “I, Tonya”
and “Young Sheldon”, is backing the film adaptation of the
2017 acclaimed novel by Annie Hartnett.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, Grace is one of the
youngest producers in Hollywood.

“To All the Boys I've Loved Before” fame director Susan
Johnson is attached to helm the project set at Amazon Studios.

Black List scribe Allie Hagan will pen the screenplay.

Besides Grace, Alix Madigan will produce through her Mad
Dog Films banner.

“Rabbit Cake” follows on a young girl called Elvis Babbitt
whose head is filled with facts. When her mother drowns
while sleepwalking, she decides to investigate the circum-
stances, going on a journey of self-discovery, finding comfort
in the people and animals of her town in Alabama.

On the acting front, Grace will next be seen in “Annabelle
Comes Home".

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: There’s no such thing as TMI for
you today, Aries. With the moon in your
sign, you’re in your live-out-loud element.
Don’t feel bad about being so...overt. Your
bold authenticity will actually create a safe
space in which others can open up. Own
your past, Ram! Those “embarrassing” mis-
haps birthed golden lessons that you can
pass on to others who are struggling with the
same issues.

TAURUS: You’re in an emo groove today,
Taurus, so just go with it. This is one of those
days when you’d benefit from setting aside
that intense work ethic so you can bond
with the people in your environment. Power
down your laptop and go have lunch with
a colleague. You could even have a chance
to pass along some of your sage wisdom to
someone who is struggling with an issue
you’ve overcome. Reach up to mentors too,
especially a powerful woman who’s been in
your corner in the past .

GEMINI: Lighten up about love today,
Gemini. With the moon in your “the more
the merrier” eleventh house, you could turn

that table for two into a table for six or eight.
If your entourage has yet to meet your amour
du jour, this would be the perfect day for a
getting-to-know-you  gathering.  Single?
Sparks could fly with a friend of a friend.

CANCER: Be more “purpose-driven” in
your personal life today. People adore you,
and there are plenty of friendships you
COULD cultivate. But since each one re-
quires an investment of time, you want to
reserve your energy for folks who fill your
cup—not a bunch of small-talking randos.
Have you been loading up your calendar with
“meh” events out of fear of being lonely?

LEO: Bigger, stronger, faster: Well, why
not, Leo? Today’s moon in your expansive
ninth house could bring rapid expansion to
one of your goals. Take your foot off the
brake, but keep your hands on the wheel.
You of all people know that progress CAN
happen at supersonic speed. People from
other parts of the globe could be involved,
so get ready to fire up Skype or Zoom and
brainstorm away! To accelerate the process,
you might have to take a risk. Make sure it’s a

calculated leap instead of a impulsive gamble.
VIRGO: Got secrets? One of those skele-
tons is rattling the closet door, begging to
be freed. Time for a confessional conversa-
tion, Virgo—the truth will liberate your soul.
Connect with a trusted confidante tonight,
over the phone or huddled in a private cor-
ner. If you just want them to listen without
offering advice, make that clear up-front .
LIBRA: Forget all those parental advisories
about the dangers of talking to strangers. Today,
your usual people-watching could erupt into a
fascinating dialogue when you see someone at a
coffee shop who’s reading a book that changed
your life or who’s wearing an indie-label design-
er that only a few insiders know about.
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your
passionate fifth house. You may have felt
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls
forth your most radiant self!

SAGITTARIUS: Put a little luxe in your
life. Today’s decadent fifth-house moon
gives you a hall pass to be a little hedonis-
tic. This doesn’t have to be harmful to your
health or the Earth. Skip the avocado toast
and sip a smoothie made with young coco-
nut milk, which requires less water to pro-
duce. Looking for a signature accessory for
spring? Find a sustainable jeweler who re-
purposes gold and gems from antique piec-
es. This romantic lunation can turn up the
heat with a love interest. Slip off for a lunch
date, and don’t be surprised if it turns into
a spicy nooner. Though it’s a weeknight, do
what you can to lure friends out for some
cultural activities—or at least happy hour!!

CAPRICORN: Bless this mess? Not today!
With the Aries moon percolating in your do-
mestic fourth house, tidying up your spaces
could lead to sharper thinking. As within, so
without, right? Now, here’s the rub: The piles
in your space might be a metaphor for situa-
tions you’ve been avoiding. As you’re fold-
ing laundry and deleting junk mail, you may
become acutely aware of emotions that you

swept under the rug.

AQUARIUS: The Aquarius social butterfly is
bursting out of the cocoon thanks to today’s lu-
nar lift in your communication corner. Since you
won’t have much patience for desk work, rejig
your schedule so you can handle the people-ori-
ented tasks on your to-do list. A spontaneous
lunch date with a coworker could tumn into an
amazing brainstorming session that leaves you
buzzing with inspiration. With the moon in active
Aries, slip out for fresh-air breaks. Who says you
can’t listen in on a conference call while walking
the trail of an urban park? .

PISCES: Would you care to upgrade, Pi-
sces? With the moon beaming into your
sensual (but sensible) second house, you’re
willing to splurge on quality. Review your
financials: Is there room to indulge? As long
as it’s practical and functional, you can con-
sider it an investment. Funds too tight for
that go-with-everything Celine bag or the
cold-pressed juicer? Create a special savings
account and make your first deposit today.
This will motivate you to keep on hustling,
even if your gratification is delayed.
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