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Preserve hard-won democracy: Chamling
44TH STATE DAY

SAgAr CHETTri
Gangtok, 16 May:

Sikkim celebrated the 
44th State Day here 

at Chintan Bhawan to-
day with a programme 
attended by Governor 
Ganga Prasad as the chief 
guest and Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling as the 
guest of honour.

On the occasion, LD 
Kazi Award for Demo-
cratic Rights was pre-
sented to Late Namg-
yal Tshering Euthenpa, 
which was received by 
his daughter Chumsey 
Doma. The award car-
ries a cash prize of Rs 1 
lakh. Likewise, Jeevan 
Rakshak Padak Award 
2018 was presented 
to Chandra Kumar Gu-
rung for his act of brav-
ery of saving the life of 
a man who accidently 

fell into Rani Khola.
Addressing the func-

tion, the Governor con-
veyed his best wishes to 
the people of Sikkim on 
the 44th State Day. 

He mentioned that 
the State Day was a joy-
ous occasion when the 
people of Sikkim can re-
call with pride, enthusi-
asm and satisfaction the 
multifarious and signifi-
cant achievement made 
by the State Government 
during the past years. 

Sikkim emerged as 
one of the best States in 
the country in a short pe-
riod, he said further add-
ing that even Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
applauded the initiative 
and achievements of Sik-
kim in organic farming 
at different national and 
international platforms.

He also congratulated 
the Chief Secretary, State 
Election Commission, 
Chief Electoral Officer, 
District Election Offi-
cers and all officials and 
staff involved in con-
ducting free, fair and 
peaceful elections.

In his address, the CM 

stated that the people of 
Sikkim said that in the 
Referendum of 1975 only 
2% of the population of 
Sikkim voted against the 
merger, which shows the 
willingness of Sikkimese 
people to be a part of the 
Indian Union.

He talked of the de-

velopments that the 
State has witnessed in 
25 years of the Sikkim 
Democratic Front gov-
ernment. 

“I have made lots of 
sacrifices in my life to 
provide comfort, hap-
piness and qualitative 
life to the people of 

Sikkim,” the CM said.
He went on to allege 

that attempts have been 
made to disrupt peace 
and development of the 
State. On the same, he 
asserted that the people 
should have the feeling 
to serve, love and respect 
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How forces keep ViPs safe during campaign: Over 
2,000 commandos, 120 officers, volumes of intel data

MP candidate launches ‘I am 371F’ campaign Two indian climbers die on 
Kangchenjunga in Nepal SHrAVAN CHETTri

Gangtok, 16 May:
Independent Lok Sabha 
candidate, Passang G 
Sherpa has launched a 
campaign titled “I am 
371F”, to raise awareness 
on the importance of Ar-
ticle 371F. The main 
objective of this cam-
paign is to reach out 
to every Sikkimese and 
apprise them about the 
intricacies of the spe-
cial provisions guar-
anteed to Sikkim by 
the Indian constitution 
and to empower them 
to stand up and take a 
decision for the future 
of Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here at Press 
Club of Sikkim today, Mr 
Sherpa said, “In order 
to resolve and redress 
the issues faced by Sik-
kim and to safeguard 
the present and future 

of every Sikkimese, it is 
pertinent to sensitise ev-
ery Sikkimese individual 

about their rights and 
duties as enshrined un-
der Article 371F of the 

Constitution of India.”
“People of Sikkim 

cannot comprehend Arti-
cle 371F and this has led 
to confusion and appre-
hension,” he said. 

He expressed that 
that this social aware-
ness campaign has been 
designed to uplift and 
empower the people of 
Sikkim through knowl-
edge so they can partici-
pate in safeguarding the 
rights and future of Sik-
kim and its people.

He also mentioned 
that different activi-
ties like debate forums, 
awareness programs and 
other events will be or-
ganized under the cam-
paign. The campaign will 
cover all communities 
and age groups, he said 
further adding that the 
campaign will begin with 
college and university 
students of Sikkim.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): Over 2,000 
agile commandos on ground, 120 young 
supervisory officers, thousands of bul-
let rounds, first-aid kits and volumes of 
intelligence data sheets. This is what it 
takes for the central forces to ensure a 
watertight VIP security cover everyday 
to politicians campaigning across the 
country during the ongoing polls.

While Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi are protected by the elite Spe-
cial Protection Group (SPG), other 
prominent politicians are guarded by 
central forces like the NSG, CRPF, CISF 
and ITBP, as they travel thousands of ki-
lometres each day canvassing for their 
parties. “In all, about 2,000 commandos 
are on ground and are rotated in shifts, 
apart from 120 young officers as party 
of the central security cover to the poli-
ticians. A huge amount of paraphernalia 
of logistics, weapons and intelligence and 
operational dossiers are put at their dis-
posal everyday when the teams head out 
with their VIPs for campaigning in the 
country,” a senior official in the VIP secu-
rity establishment told PTI.

The Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) has been entrusted with the re-

sponsibility to guard 78 VIPs, including 
BJP President Amit Shah who is under 
their top category ‘Z+’ security cover.

Shah, the only one for whom an ad-
vance security liaison is done on the 
lines of SPG protectees, Wednesday 
said that it would have been difficult for 
him to survive an attack on his convoy 
during his road show in Kolkata had it 
not been for the CRPF cover.

Sources said the force has mobilised 
a team of officers in the ranks of Assis-
tant Commandants and Deputy Com-
mandants to carry out advance recce 
of the venues to be covered across the 
country by Shah, who faces serious se-
curity threats.

Over 54 such officers have been de-
ployed in various parts of the country 
to keep a track of prominent protectees 
under the cover of the CRPF. They are 
assisted by ground units from 28 vari-
ous bases of the force activated for the 
special task, they said.

These commandos of the country’s 
largest paramilitary force also provide 
proximate security cover to Union 
ministers Nitin Gadkari, Ravi Shankar 
Prasad among others and are armed 
with sophisticated AK series and MP5 

assault rifles, loaded magazines, pis-
tols, mobile body armour and even 
ropes and sticks for crowd control and 
special circumstances.

A 24X7 control room at a CRPF base 
in Noida remains in constant touch 
with a similar operational centre at 
the Ministry of Home Affairs in North 
Block that coordinates every move that 
these teams undertake and is in regular 
touch with them over the wireless and 
mobilephone. “VIP security is a game of 
sharp reflexes and nerves of steel. One 
has to be very very meticulous while 
rendering the VIP security task as there 
are virtually no second chances,” the of-
ficial said.

Commandos hailing from the local 
area are also deputed with these VIPs 
at times so that they are able to catch 
every murmur or voice that emerges 
from the crowd, he said.

They also carry first-aid kits to help 
the VIP in case of an injury, motion sick-
ness or tiredness, the official said.

The Central Industrial Security 
Force (CISF), that has been entrusted 
with the security of 93 VIPs, has a tough 
job at hand as it has been recently asked 
to protect over a dozen new people in 

West Bengal, most of whom are trying 
their luck at the hustings. About 40 offi-
cials have been deployed in superviso-
ry roles to keep a track of the various 
protection teams that are out on field.

They camp in the local area and en-
sure the preparedness, logistics, food 
and other requirements of the com-
mandos on move, the official said.

The prominent VIPs under the CISF 
cover are RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
(Z+), Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath (Z), Ministers of State in 
the Modi cabinet Mahesh Sharma and 
Manoj Sinha, former IPS officer and BJP 
candidate Bharti Ghosh and a host of 
other Lok Sabha candidates of the saf-
fron party in the state ruled by the TMC.

The CISF VIP security unit has spe-
cially-trained personnel and they are 
called Special Security Group (SSG).

The National Security Guard (NSG) 
has an all-time low of 13 VIPs under its 
cover but the task to guard them is very 
enduring as they include Union home 
minister Rajnath Singh, former Chief Min-
isters like Akhilesh Yadav and Mayawati 
and serving CMs like Yogi Adityanath and 
N Chandrababu Naidu, among others.
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SHiriSH B PrADHAN
Kathmandu, May 16 
(PTI): Two Indian climb-
ers have died in Nepal 
due to high altitude sick-
ness near the summit of 
Mount Kangchenjunga 
during an expedition to 
the world’s third tall-
est peak, an official said 
Thursday.

Biplab Baidya (48) 
and Kuntal Karar (46) 
died Wednesday night 
above Camp IV after they 
were unable to continue 
their descent from near 
the 8,586-meter peak 
due to h ypothermia and 
snowblindness.

“Biplab made it suc-
cessfully to the summit 
point while Kuntal fell 
sick on his way and could 
not make it to the top. The 
Indian duo died while 
climbing down from the 
peak,” Mira Acharaya,” 
liaison officer at Nepal’s 
Ministry of Tourism team 
deployed at the base 
camp, told PTI.

According to fellow 
climbers, the incident 
occurred when the duo 
were being brought to 
Camp IV from an altitude 
of 8,400 metres through 
a herculean rescue oper-
ation carried out by Proj-
ect Possible team leader 
Nirmal ‘Nims’ Purja along 
with the fellow members. 

“They succumbed to high 
altitude sickness,” said 
Pasang Sherpa, Direc-
tor of Peak Promotion 
Ltd, that carried out the 
expedition.

They were part of 
a five-member team of 
climbers from West Ben-
gal, Sherpa said.

“Two Indian climb-
ers and a German 
mountaineer who also 
suffered from serious 
frostbite will be evac-
uated from the high al-
titude camp as early as 
possible,” he said.

Another climber from 
Chile is missing from 
above Camp IV of Mount 
Kangchenjunga since last 
evening.

Rodrigo Vivanco from 
Chile went missing on 
the descent after he re-
portedly made it to the 
summit late on Wednes-
day, Sherpa said, adding 
that a team has already 
left for Camp IV to con-
duct a search operation.

Mount Kangchenjun-
ga is the third highest 
mountain in the world. 
It rises in a section of the 
Himalayas called Kang-
chenjunga Himal delim-
ited in the west by the 
Tamur River, in the north 
by the Lhonak Chu and 
Jongsang La, and in the 
east by the Teesta River.

PM, Mamata locked in a blame 
game over vandalisation of 

Vidyasagar statue in WB
Mau (UP)/Mandirba-
zar(WB), May 16 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee were on Thurs-
day locked in a blame 
game over the vandalisa-
tion of the bust of Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar in 
the violence at BJP chief 
Amit Shah’s roadshow in 
Kolkata and traded barbs 
over building a new stat-
ue of the 19th century 
Bengali icon.

As the bitter cam-
paign in the TMC-ruled 
West Bengal that was 
curtailed by a day headed 
to a close tonight, Modi 
said his government 
was committed towards 
Vidyasagar’s vision and 
promised to install his 
grand statue at the same 
spot in Kolkata. Reject-

ing Modi’s offer, Baner-
jee said Bengal does not 
need BJP’s money and 
that the state has enough 
to rebuild the statue. “We 
do not seek alms from 
the BJP.”

The prime minister 
and the Trinamool Con-
gress(TMC) supremo also 
traded charges as to who 
was responsible for the 
vandalisation of the bust.

While Modi said the 
bust was vandalised al-
legedly by “TMC goon-
das”. Banerjee claimed it 
was BJP “hooligans” who 
had destroyed a heritage 
of the state.

“We have been wit-
nessing the attitude of 
didi for long and now the 
country is also seeing it. 
Dedicated to the vision of 
Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar, 
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Awareness cum sensitization program on AgDSM
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 May:

The Energy & Power 
Department, Govern-

ment of Sikkim a State 
Designated Agency under 
Bureau of Energy Effi-
ciency, Ministry of Power, 
Government of India had 
organized one-day aware-
ness cum sensitization 
program on Agriculture 
Demand Side Manage-
ment (AgDSM) to farm-
ers and agriculture field 
officials at Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim on 15 May, 2019.

The chief guest was 
Sr scientist, TN Bhutia, 
KVK, Gyalshing and guest 
of honour, Chief Engineer 
(SDA), DN Khatiwara, Ener-
gy & Power Department, a 
press release informs.

The program was 
funded by Bureau of En-
ergy Efficiency (BEE) 
Ministry of Power, Gov-
ernment of India.  The 

SDA, Sikkim had apprised 
Joint Director, Indian 
Council of Agriculture 
Research (ICAR) Tadong 
for support and active 
participation which was 
a fruitful and interactive 
session for farmers, the 
release mentions. 

Subject Matter Spe-
cialists, Vidhan Pradhan 
and Roshni Silwal also 
presented PPT on organ-
ic farming and diseases 
affecting crops.

Farmers were in-
formed about efficient 
use of power in Piggery, 

Poultry farming, Rice mill 
processing, importance 
of earthing, Standard & 
Labelling of electrical 
appliances, etc. Farmers 
were also encouraged to 
use LED Bulb in place of 
incandescent bulb. 

During the pro-

gramme, SDA also pre-
sented Power Point 
Presentation on energy 
conservation and Energy 
Conservation Act 2001.

The programme 
was attended by more 
than 100 farmers from 
West District.

governor to visit 
South Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 May:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad will 

be on a two-day visit to 
South District starting 17 
May, 2019, a press com-
muniqué from Raj Bha-
van informs.

On the first day of his 
tour, the Governor will 
be visiting Melli Bazaar, 
Melli Dara, Turuk and 
Sadam in South Sikkim. 
He is scheduled to in-
teract with members of 

the business commu-
nity, farmers, govern-
ment officials and local 
representatives along 
his route.

On the second day, 
the Governor will be vis-
iting Kerabari, South Sik-
kim and other farm areas 
and also interact with 
farmers and stakehold-
ers. He will also stopover 
at Yuksam Breweries at 
Melli on his return jour-
ney to Rangpo, the re-
lease mentions.

Health awareness 
program held at Singtam

YOgEN THATAl
SINGTAM, 16 May:

A team of consultants 
and experts from 

Kalimpong representing 
Orient Group of Marketing 
Pvt Ltd conducted a health 
awareness program here 
at Nepali Dharmasala to-
day. The team was led by 
Health Expert cum consul-
tant, Ashwin Chettri. 

The program began 
with Mr Chettri conduct-
ing an open interaction 
session with the people 
present with the help of a 
PPT. He talked about var-
ious diseases, their caus-

es and treatment.
He talked about the 

treatment being offered by 
the company which is priced 
at Rs 800 per person.

The team comprised 
of Consultant cum Tech-
nician, Sunil Tamang 
along with Nima Lepcha 
and Dipankar Lama.

Founder of JVC Foot-
ball Academy, Sanghey 
Bhutia, president Shan-
ti Nagar Gaon Sudhar 
Samity, Krishna Chettri 
along with TB Pradhan 
and Kamal Gurung were 
amongst the volunteers 
present for the program.

SKM delegation calls on 
Governor on State Day

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 May:

A three-member del-
egation of Sikkim 

Krantikari Morcha, led by 
its president, PS Tamang 
[Golay], along with Kes-
hu Agarwal and Bikash 
Basnet called on Gover-
nor Ganga Prasad at Raj 

Bhavan, Gangtok today.
The objective of the 

visit was to greet the 
Governor on the occasion 
of the 44th State Day of 
Sikkim. The SKM presi-
dent expressed gratitude 
to the Governor for peace-
ful conduct of the recently 
concluded elections.

Further, Mr Tamang 
while seeking the bless-
ings of the Governor ex-
pressed that under the 
dynamic leadership and 
guidance of the Gover-
nor, the State will cer-
tainly reach new heights 
of development in the 
near future. 

the state by inculcating a sense of belonging and own-
ership. He further urged the people to deliver their 
responsibility towards the State and work in the in-
terest of Sikkim. 

He also urged the people to always ensure that 
Sikkim remain in safe hands. Sikkim got democracy 
after paying an expensive price so it should not be 
misused, he added. 

The CM also reiterated the allegation of “shooters” 
being brought from outside the state by political par-
ties and added that Darjeeling and Sikkim are being 
targeted by suicide bombers.

On the same, he directed the DGP of Sikkim Police 
to ensure safety and security of the people and their 
properties. He also congratulated Sikkim Police and 
government officials for conducting the polling peace-
fully and further directed the police to maintain law 
and order to avoid any post poll violence and to en-
sure the safety of the people.

The celebration also witnessed presentation of 
patriotic songs by students of Tadong Senior Second-
ary School and Deorali Girls SSS and by Cultural Af-
fairs & Heritage Department.

The function started with the welcome address 
by the Chief Secretary AK Shrivastava and concluded 
with the presentation of vote of thanks by the Secre-
tary of Information and Public Relations Department, 
Sherap Shenga. 

Preserve hard...

our government will install a panch-
dhatu (made up of five metals) statue 
at the very spot and give a reply to TMC 
goondas,” he said addressing a poll rally 
in Mau in Uttar Pradesh.

“The statue of Ishwar Chandra Vidy-
asagar was broken by TMC goondas 
during the road show of BJP President 
Amit Shah. Those involved in this act 
should be given strong punishment,” 
the prime minister said.

Addressing another rally at Mathu-
rapur in West Bengal, Modi alleged 
that the West Bengal Police, in con-
nivance with the state government, 
was trying to wipe out evidence of the 
vandalisation.

He also repeated the charge that 
workers of the TMC was responsible.

“TMC goons are spreading vio-
lence, and they vandalised the statue 
of Vidyasagar. The way the state gov-
ernment erased proof of the Narada 
and Sarada scams, in the same man-
ner, it is trying to remove evidence in 
this incident,” he said.

“Those involved in the act of vandal-
ising the statue should be given exem-
plary punishment.”

Police officers are trying to wipe out 
the evidence of the incident in order to 
save the TMC goons, Modi alleged.

“The TMC and their goons have 
made Bengal a hell. Those involved 

in this act, in this sin should be given 
strong punishment,” said Modi repeat-
ing his statement targeting the ruling 
party. Banerjee told a rally in Mandir-
bazar that it is a matter of shame for 
Bengalis that the bust of Vidyasagar 
was vandalised.

“Bengal does not seek alms from 
BJP. We have the money for a new bust 
of Vidyasagar, who was part of Ben-
gal Renaissance. Don’t you (BJP) feel 
ashamed saying that Bengal has been 
reduced to a state of being a pauper”.

Banerjee was referring to a com-
ment by Shah at a poll rally at Canning 
earlier this week in which he had said 
that under Banerjee government “so-
nar(golden) Bangla has become kan-
gal(pauper) Bangla”.

Hitting back at Modi’s charge that 
TMC goondas were responsible, the 
feisty TMC supremo called the prime 
minister a liar, the “like of which was 
never seen in the country”.

“He (Modi) should squat holding 
his ears for destroying a heritage of the 
state,” she said.

“The media has shown how Vidy-
asagar’s bust was broken. Bengalis’ 
pride is hurt that they will not spare 
BJP. They will not give it (BJP) a single 
vote .... It will be very surprising if Modi 
gets a single vote from Bengalis,” Ba-
nerjee claimed.

PM, Mamata...

The NSG has fine-tuned its security 
drills before Lok Sabha elections were 
declared and the ‘black cats’ are now 
armed with smart communication gad-
gets, body armour shields. They also 
conduct an advance recce of the venue 
for some VIPs like the home minister 
and others, the official said.

“The commando teams are pre-po-
sitioned when the VIP takes a flight 
or helicopter to travel from one place 
to the other. When one team securely 
leaves the VIP at point A, the other re-
ceives him when he lands at point B,” 
the official explained.

A good number of VIP security 

trained drivers have been deployed 
with these teams on ground as they 
are a very vital cog of the unit as they 
can swiftly manoeuvre and rush out the 
protectee in case of an attack, ambush 
or bombing incident, he said.

The Indo-Tibetan Police Force 
guards about 16 VIPs like senior BJP 
leader Murli Manohar Joshi (Z+), 
former Jammu and Kashmir CMs 
Omar Abdullah, Mehbooba Mufti 
among others.

The seven-phase elections will 
end with the last polling day on May 
19 and the counting of votes is sched-
uled for May 23.

How forces...

Pragya calls Godse “patriot”, 
apologises later & retracts 

statement statement
Bhopal, May 16 (PTI): 
BJP’s Bhopal Lok Sabha 
seat candidate and Male-
gaon blast accused Prag-
ya Singh Thakur Thurs-
day kicked up a row 
as she called Mahatma 
Gandhi’s assassin Nathu-
ram Godse a “patriot”, but 
apologised for it hours 
later and withdrew the 
statement.

The BJP distanced it-
self from her statement 
saying it did not agree 
with her, as “Mahatma 
Gandhi’s killer cannot be 
a patriot”.

This is the second 
time in a month that 
Pragya Singh has apolo-
gised for a controversial 
statement made by her.

Last month, she had 
stoked a controversy 
when she said that IPS 
officer Hemant Kark-
are had died during the 
26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tacks as she had “cursed” 
him for torturing her. She 
had apologised for the 
controversial remark lat-
er and also retracted that 
statement.

Talking to a news 
channel in Agar Malwa 
in Madhya Pradesh on 
Thursday afternoon, 
Thakur said, “Nathuram 
Godse was a ‘deshbhakt’ 
(patriot), he is and will 
remain a ‘deshbhakt’. 
Those calling him a ter-
rorist should instead 
look at themselves. They 
will be given a befitting 
reply in this election.”

She said this in re-
sponse to a question over 
actor- turned politician 
Kamal Haasan’s remark 
that free India’s first ter-
rorist was a Hindu”, a 

reference to Nathuram 
Godse. Pragya Singh was 
in Agar Malwa to take 
part in a road-show of 
Mahendra Solanki, BJP’s 
candidate from Dewas 
Lok Sabha seat.

Hours later, her 
spokesperson and BJP 
leader Dr Hitesh Bajpai 
said that she has apolo-
gised for her remark.

“Pragyaji has apolo-
gised for her statement,” 
Bajpai told PTI.

When asked wheth-
er she has apologised to 
the state BJP president, 
Rakesh Singh, Bajpai 
said, “That is not an is-
sue, but she has apolo-
gised and took back her 
statement.”

The Madhya Pradesh 
BJP distanced itself from 
her statement.

“BJP does not agree 
with her statement. The 
party will talk to her un-
der what circumstances 
she gave the statement.

One who killed Ma-
hatma Gandhi can’t be 
a deshbhakt,” state BJP 
media cell in-charge Lok-
endra Parashar said.

Condemning her 
statement, senior Con-

gress leader Digvijaya 
Singh said in Ujjain that 
praising Godse was not 
patriotism, but an “an-
ti-national” act.

He also demanded an 
apology from Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
BJP chief Amit Shah over 
her remarks.

“Narendra Modi ji, 
Amit Shah ji and BJP 
leaders from Madhya 
Pradesh should apol-
ogise to the country. I 
condemn the words used 
against the Father of the 
Nation. Nathuram Godse 
was a killer and eulo-
gising him is not patrio-
tism, but an anti-national 
act,” the former Madhya 
Pradesh chief minister 
told reporters in Ujjain.

Kamal Haasan, while 
addressing an election 
campaign rally at Aravak-
urichi (Tamil Nadu) on 
May 12, had said, “I am 
not saying this because 
this is a Muslim-domi-
nated area, but I am say-
ing this before a statue of 
Gandhi. Free India’s first 
terrorist was a Hindu, 
his name is Nathuram 
Godse. There it (terror-
ism, apparently) starts.”

Mayawati, Akhilesh target Modi in Varanasi

Varanasi, May 16 
(PTI): In yet another 
personal attack on the 
prime minister, BSP chief 
Mayawati Thursday said 
how can one expect Na-
rendra Modi to respect 
women when he cannot 
do so for his wife.

Addressing an elec-
tion rally here along 
with Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav and 
RLD’s Ajit Singh, May-
awati targeted Modi and 
BJP president Amit Shah, 
saying the “government 
of guru and chela (dis-
ciple)” would be ousted 
from power on May 23, 
the day results of Lok 
Sabha polls would be an-
nounced.

The BSP again al-
leged that women in the 
BJP are scared of their 
husbands meeting the 
prime minister fearing 
they might also “abandon 
their wives”.

“As the election is 
coming to an end Modi 
now remembers wom-
en and talk about giving 
them respect....How can 
one expect Modi, who 
cannot respect his wife, 
to do so for mothers and 
sisters,” Mayawati said.

She alleged Modi is 

also “troubling” West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee.

In a press statement 
earlier this week, May-
awati had said, “I have 
come to know that in 
BJP, women leaders 
get scared when they 
see their husbands 
going near PM Modi. 
They fear that like 
Modi they might also 
abandon their wives.”

“Under such circum-
stances, I request all the 
women of the country 
not to give their votes 
to such a person. This 
would also be their real 
respect to the deserted 
wife of Modiji,” she had 
said. Addressing the ral-
ly in Varanasi, the BSP 
chief also questioned the 
prime minister on his 
caste. She claimed Modi 
has “lost his sleep” after 
it became clear that the 
BSP-SP-RLD grand-alli-
ance was winning.

Varanasi, where Modi 
is pitted against alliance 
candidate Shalini Yadav, 
goes to poll in the sev-
enth and last phase on 
May 19.

Addressing the rally, 
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav said 

that after May 23, the 
country will get a new 
prime minister.

He accused Modi of 
selling “false dreams” to 
the people and then “be-
traying” them.

He said the BJP and 
Modi had promised to 
transform Varanasi into 
Kyoto (city of Japan), but 
failed.

Modi was unable to 
clean the river Ganga 
though he had displaced 
boatmen from their plac-
es where they earned 
their livelihood, Yadav 
alleged.

Referring to sacked 
BSF jawan Tej Bahadur, 
the SP leader alleged 
how can one expect Modi 
to fight terrorists on the 
border when he could 
not contest election 
against a jawan.

Tej Bahadur’s nomi-
nation was cancelled by 
the poll authorities.

He also criticised the 
BJP government in the 
state over encounter kill-
ings of history-sheeters.

RLD chief Ajit Singh 
alleged that Modi failed 
to provide jobs to youths 
and bulldozed institu-
tions such as the CBI and 
the RBI.
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Classifieds

required for Summit Times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church Road, Gangtok  

03592-208698

PlOT fOr SAlE: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGENTly REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOgA TEACHEr?

CriTEriA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

lAND fOr SAlE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

MUSS distributes nutritious 
diet to children at STNM

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 May:

The members of Ma-
nav Uthan Sewa 

Samiti (MUSS), Gangtok 
Branch distributed nutri-
tious diet to the children 
undergoing treatment 
in the Pediatric Ward of 
new STNM Hospital at 
Sochyekgang today. This 
was done as part of the 
golden jubilee celebra-
tion of Manav Dharma in 
Sikkim, Darjeeling, Terai, 
Dooars and neighbour-
ing country of Bhutan, a 
press release informs.

The members led by 
Tehsil Incharge, Sadhvi 
Mahatma Gyan Baiji hand-
ed over nutritious diet to 
the ailing children and 
Hansh Herbal products to 
the parents of the children 
undergoing treatment.

 The team was also 

accompanied by MUSS 
Mangan Tehsil Incharge, 
Mahatma Vishraanti Bai-
ji and Rangpo Tehsil In-
charge, Mahatma Kritika 
Baiji. Mahatma Gyan Baiji 
in her brief address said 
that bodily ailments can 
be healed through dedi-

cated assistance from the 
doctors and nurses at the 
hospital but for curing 
the illness arising from 
mental status, we should 
take the help of spiritu-
ality. Stress, tension and 
negativity gives way to 
physical illness, hence 

we need to make spiritu-
ality a way of life in order 
to protect ourselves from 
such illness, she said.  

On the other hand, 
youth and Sewa Dal 
members of MUSS car-
ried out massive clean-
liness drive around old 

STNM Hospital and MLA 
Hostel premises. The 
complex lacked proper 
care and cleanliness after 
the hospital was shifted 
to Sochyekgang. Huge 
piles of garbage were 
found in the premises, 
the release states. 

Collection of Zines on exhibit 
at The People’s Studio

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 May:

A collection of zines 
from across the 

country, curated by 
Karan Kaul, will be on ex-
hibit at The People’s Stu-
dio, ARTEM, Kazi Road 
from 17 May to 31 May, 
2019. Zines are a form 
of independent publish-
ing that has roots in the 
punk rock culture as well 
as the political space, a 
press release informs. 

From the factories of 
Faridabad, the tea gar-
dens of Darjeeling to art 
collectives in Leh, the 
zines bring stories from 
across India, along with 
the stories of indepen-
dent art practitioners 
who are the makers of 
these published works, 
during the exhibit, “Me-
dium as Message”. 

In his curatorial note, 
Kaul writes, “Medium as 
Message tries to move 
into the politics and po-
etics of displaying lost 
realities, present day di-
chotomies for a hopeful 
future through the hands 
of independent practi-
tioners from India”. 

On 19 May, a work-
shop will be held by art-
ist, Renuka Rajiv, from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm on 
zine making. The theme 

for the workshop will be 
“Reimagining Gangtok”. 

During the workshop, 
the participants will use 
inexpensive local mate-
rials to draw, make col-
lages and use any other 
method of choice to make 
the zines. At the end of the 
workshop, each participant 
will leave the workshop 
with a copy of the book. 

Rajiv studied digital 
video production at Sri-
shti School of Art, Design 
and Technology in Ban-

galore and a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts (with Honours) 
majoring in printmaking 
at Victorian College of 
Art, Melbourne. Rajiv is 
also the recipient of the 
FICA Emerging Artist 
Award and Substation 
exhibition prize and City 
of Stonington Print Prize. 
To register for the work-
shop, an email can be 
sent to thepeoplesstudio.
artem@gmail.com.

The exhibit is open 
to all. 

Pak court rejects bail pleas of 11 Chinese 
nationals in ‘fake’ marriage case

Islamabad, May 16 
(PTI): A court in Paki-
stan Thursday rejected 
the bail pleas of 11 Chi-
nese nationals in a case 
linked to alleged fake 
marriages, forced prosti-
tution and organ trade of 
Pakistani girls in China.

Judicial Magistrate 
Amir Raza rejected the 
bail pleas after listening 
to the arguments from 
both sides, Dawn news-
paper reported.

The defence counsel, 
Saleem Ahmed Khan, 
contended that his cli-
ents were arrested in a 
fake case. “The Federal 
Investigation Agency 
(FIA) arrested the sus-
pects after fabricating 
a story,” the counsel 
said, adding that the 
Chinese nationals came 
to Pakistan for business 
purpose.

“There is no proof 
against the suspects on 
the record of the case,” 
he claimed.

The counsel for the 
FIA, Munem Chaudhry, 
argued that the suspects 
deceived Pakistani girls 

into fake marriages. They 
sexually exploited the 
girls after fake marriages, 
he argued. He requested 
the magistrate to reject 
the bail plea.

On May 8, the FIA had 
arrested 11 Chinese na-
tionals in multiple raids 
at several locations in 
and around Lahore on a 
tip off. According to an 
FIA press release, the 
agency came to know 
through a victim about 
the suspected ring, which 
involves large sums of 
money changing hands 
for the contracting of 
fake marriages between 
vulnerable Pakistani 
women and Chinese 
men. The women were 
allegedly trafficked into 
prostitution in China.

The Pakistani wom-
an said that some people 
in China were running a 
business of luring Paki-
stani women into China 
to force them into pros-
titution, and that the sus-
pects were also running 
an organ trade racket, the 
FIA press release stated.

Her family then in-

formed the FIA about the 
incident and a request 
was sent to the Pakistan 
High Commission in Chi-
na, and the woman was 
repatriated to Pakistan.

Back home, the wom-
an informed the FIA of 
the ringleader’s resi-
dence in Lahore, after 
which raids were con-
ducted and multiple ar-
rests were made, the re-
port said.

The Chinese Em-
bassy in Islamabad has 
launched an investiga-
tion into 142 cross-bor-
der marriages that took 
place in 2018, a Chinese 
diplomat told UrduNews.

Deputy chief of mis-
sion at Chinese Embassy 
Lijian Zhao said that last 
year about 142 Pakistani 
women had applied for 
wedding visas after mar-
rying Chinese nationals. 
This year, so far 140 Paki-
stani brides had applied 
for such visas, he added.

The embassy, the en-
voy said, had withheld at 
least 90 visa applications 
and alerted the Pakistani 
authorities. 

Noida: 2,703 challans 
issued daily for road traffic 

violation since May 1
Noida (UP), May 16 
(PTI): An average 659 
people were penalised 
every day by Noida Traf-
fic Police for riding two 
wheelers without helmet 
and 781 for driving with-
out a seat belt between 
May 1 and 15, according 
to an official data re-
leased Thursday.

A total of 40,551 vehi-
cles average 2,703 daily 
-- were challaned during 
the 15 days for violation 
of road traffic rules, the 
data by Traffic Police re-
vealed.

As many as 9,887 
people have been pe-
nalised for riding two 
wheelers without helmet 
and 11,727 for driving 
without seat belt during 
the fortnight, it stated.

“Owners of 3,205 
vehicles made the due 
payments offline, leading 
to recovery of Rs 14.53 
lakh, while owners of 

6,416 vehicles opted for 
online modes for clear-
ing dues, Rs 24.42 lakh, 
according to the data.

“Overall Rs 38.96 
lakh were recovered 
from owners of 9,621 
erring vehicles in penal-
ty,” it added.

The challans were 
part of Noida Traffic Po-
lice’s sustained effort to 
check violation of road 
traffic rules and thereby 
ensuring safety on roads, 
an official said.

The district admin-
istration had said on 
Tuesday that riders of 
two-wheelers will not be 
allowed fuel at filling sta-
tions in Noida and Great-
er Noida if found with-
out helmet. It had also 
warned cancellation of 
driving license of offend-
ers and arrest of those 
flouting the norms and 
misbehaving with the 
staff at filling stations.

Kejriwal terms 
EC ‘biased’, 
asks why 
campaign in 
WB ordered to 
be stopped on 
Thursday night
New Delhi/Moga, May 
16 (PTI): Accusing the 
Election Commission 
of being “biased”, Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal asked why the poll 
panel ordered campaign 
be stopped in West Ben-
gal at 10 pm Thursday 
after Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s rallies in 
the state.

In the first such ac-
tion in India’s electoral 
history, the poll panel on 
Wednesday invoked Ar-
ticle 324 of the Constitu-
tion to end campaigning 
in nine West Bengal con-
stituencies at 10 pm on 
Thursday, a day before its 
scheduled deadline, fol-
lowing violence between 
BJP and TMC workers in 
Kolkata on Tuesday.

Polling for the nine 
Lok Sabha seats in West 
Bengal will be held on 
May 19. During his elec-
tion campaign at Moga in 
Punjab, Kejriwal told re-
porters that he strongly 
condemns the “attitude” 
of the EC.

“We strongly con-
demn the attitude of the 
Election Commission. 
Why was the campaign 
ordered to be stopped 
after Modiji’s rallies. We 
have never seen this bi-
ased EC in the history of 
the country,” the AAP na-
tional convener said.

Expressing his sup-
port to West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, he hoped that the 
people of the state “will 
teach Modi a lesson in 
the polls”. Meanwhile in 
New Delhi, Aam Aadmi 
Party volunteers joined 
in a protest Mobile Torch 
Rally in Chittaranjan 
Park area with a group 
of citizens to protest the 
violence in West Bengal.

AAP spokesperson 
Saurabh Bharadwaj, who 
participated in the pro-
test, said, “What is hap-
pening in West Bengal 
is extremely serious and 
shows our democracy is 
in danger.” “The Election 
Commission has failed 
in its impartiality test. 
Its oft-repeated slogan 
of level playing field has 
been reduced to a joke. 
If the situation was so 
serious that the EC felt 
campaigning had to be 
stopped then why was it 
not stopped immediate-
ly?” he posed.

“It is extremely 
shameful the bust of one 
of the greatest social 
reformers Shri Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar-ji 
was destroyed. There 
is video evidence that 
the BJP was behind this 
shameful act. All of us 
need to stand in solidari-
ty with Mamata Banerjee 
and the people of West 
Bengal,” he added.

BJP and TMC sup-
porters Tuesday fought 
pitched battles on the 
streets of Kolkata during 
a massive road show by 
Amit Shah, who escaped 
unhurt but was forced to 
cut short the jamboree 
and had to be escorted to 
safety by the police.

Parts of the city 
plunged into a welter of 
violence as his convoy 
was attacked with stones 
by alleged TMC support-
ers from inside the hostel 
of Vidyasagar College, 
triggering a clash be-
tween supporters of the 
two parties. 

Global USD 100 mn 
cybercrime gang busted

The Hague, May 16 
(AFP): US and Europe-
an police said Thursday 
they have smashed a 
huge international cy-
bercrime network that 
used Russian malware to 
steal USD 100 million (89 
million euros) from tens 
of thousands of victims 
worldwide.

Prosecutions have 
been launched in Geor-
gia, Moldova, Ukraine 
and the United States 
over the scam, while five 
Russians charged in the 
US remain on the run, the 
EU police agency Europol 
said. The “organised 
crime network behind 
USD 100 million in mal-
ware attacks” targeted 
“more than 41,000 vic-
tims, primarily business-
es and their financial in-
stitutions,” Europol said.

Police in Germany 
and Bulgaria were also 
involved.

The cyber gang used 
GozNym malware to in-
fect victims’ computers, 
steal their online bank-
ing login details and then 
siphon money from their 
accounts.

The stolen money 
was then laundered in US 
and other accounts.

Scott Brady, the US 
Attorney General for the 
western district of Penn-
sylvania where the US in-
dictment was unsealed, 
said the operation was 
an “unprecedented” in-
ternational effort.

“Unsuspecting Euro-
pean and American vic-
tims thought they were 
clicking on a simple in-
voice, but were instead 
giving hackers access to 
their most sensitive in-
formation,” Brady added.

The alleged leader 
of the GozNym criminal 
network, Alexander Kon-
ovolov, 35, of Tbilisi, who 
goes by the online name 
“NoNe”, was arrested in 
the former Soviet state of 
Georgia, the US Depart-
ment of Justice said.

His alleged technical 
assistant Marat Kazand-
jian, 31, aka “phant0m,” 

was also arrested in 
Georgia.

Konovolov recruited 
hackers who advertised 
their services on “Rus-
sian-speaking online 
criminal forums”, and 
eventually controlled 
the malware-infect-
ed computers of more 
than 41,000 victims, 
Europol said.

The five Russians 
charged in the US includ-
ed the alleged developer 
of the malware, identi-
fied as Vladimir Gorin, 
but they cannot be ex-
tradited because Russia 
does not send suspects 
abroad.

Gorin “oversaw its 
creation, development, 
management and leasing 
to other cyber criminals” 
including the Georgian 
alleged leader of the 
group, Europol said.

One of the Russians, 
Viktor Eremenko, was ar-
rested in Sri Lanka at the 
request of US authorities 
in 2017 but “through the 
intervention of the Rus-
sian government” was 
freed on bail, after which 
he fled to Russia.

Bulgarian Krasimir 
Nikolov was arrested and 
extradited to the United 
States in 2016 and has 
already pleaded guilty to 
the charges in the indict-
ment, the DOJ said.

Ukrainian police 
meanwhile arrested Gen-
nady Kapkanov, 36, also 
known as “firestarter”, on 
suspicion of hosting a so-
called “Avalanche” net-
work that provided ser-
vices to more than 200 
cybercriminals including 
the Georgians.

He allegedly fired an 
assault rifle through the 
door of his apartment at 
police, the DOJ said.

Europol announced 
the smashing of the Ava-
lanche network in a ma-
jor operation in 2016, 
saying that it had infect-
ed half a million comput-
ers in 188 countries.

The latest operation 
was a follow-up from 
that, Europol said.
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State Day
Sikkim as a part of India

Yesterday was State Day, the day marking 44 
years of Sikkim as a part of the Indian Union, 

time then for a quick recap of events which led to 
the first State Day back in 1975.

The decade of the Seventies began in Sikkim 
with a groundswell of aspirations for democracy 
and a heightened political consciousness among 
the people. This was not the first time that such 
sentiments coursed through Sikkim, and similar 
moments had arrived in the previous decades as 
well. However, like with most historic occasions, 
several things had to come together at the right 
moment for Sikkim to make history and set on 
course a new destiny. 

The right combination of popular leaders, a 
supportive Delhi and a weakened palace led to 
the signing of the Tripartite Agreement of 08 May, 
1973, with the Government of India, leader of the 
political parties of Sikkim and the Chogyal as sig-
natories. Nar Bahadur Khatiwada, feted with the 
Sikkim Ratna on State Day some years back, was 
a successful youth leader of the movement for de-
mocracy in Sikkim and will be able to better ex-
plain the passion which inspired the Sikkimese at 
the time. He will hopefully do that some day, but for 
now, suffice to say that at the root of the upsurge 
was a general belief that the elections to the State 
Council in 1973 were rigged by the palace. Soon, 
there was anarchy on the streets, police stations 
even in remote Sikkim were being attacked and the 
Chogyal invited the Indian Political Officer to take 
over the administration. The Tripartite Agreement 
envisaged the Chogyal as a constitutional head, 
and set things up for the establishment of democ-
racy, rule of law, fundamental rights, independent 
judiciary and universal adult franchise. As much 
as this set in place the parity formula for the first 
Assembly, a system which did not survive when the 
next election came along, adult suffrage was also a 
major victory for the subjects, and when the Sik-
kimese were given their first chance to vote in a 
democratic environment [in April 1974], the vot-
ers gravitated towards the person they saw as the 
leader of democratic movement in Sikkim – Lhend-
up Dorji Kazi, whose Sikkim Congress cornered 31 
of the 32 Assembly seats. 

The Tripartite Agreement, however, did not 
hold for long. Its provisions were being ignored 
and sidestepped within a year, or so the elected 
representatives believed. On 10 April, 1975, the 
Sikkim Assembly met for an emergency session 
and agreed that the Chogyal was violating the pro-
visions of the Agreement and abolished the insti-
tution of the Chogyal and resolved to become a 
constituent unit of India. The Statement of Objects 
and Reasons appended to the 38th Amendment 
Bill of 1975 [which subsequently became Article 
371F of the Constitution] records that the Sikkim 
Assembly, on 10 April, 1975, “…inter alia, noted the 
persistent harmful activities of the Chogyal which 
aimed at undermining the responsible democratic 
Government set up…” The Assembly then submit-
ted its Resolution to the people for approval. 

What Sikkim today calls the “Referendum” is re-
ferred to as “a special opinion poll” conducted by 
the Government of Sikkim. This “Opinion Poll” was 
held within four days of the Assembly’s resolution 
and 61,133 of Sikkim’s approximately 97,000 vot-
ers shared their opinion – 59,637 in favour of the 
Resolution and 1,496 against it and this high turn-
out and the presence of Indian paramilitary forces 
in Sikkim continue to  feed speculations about the 
veracity of this “opinion poll”. Be that as it may, 
the verdict of the people was communicated to In-
dia on 15 April and the then Chief Minister and his 
Council of Ministers were in Delhi the very next 
day. On 19 April, the amendment to the Constitu-
tion was moved and Sikkim became a full-fledged 
State of India on 16 May, 1975. 

With the passage of the Act, Sikkim became the 
22nd state of the Indian Union, the institution of 
the Chogyal was formally abolished and provisions 
of the Indo-Sikkim Treaty, Tripartite Agreement 
and the Government of India Act, 1974 were made 
inoperative. Sikkim’s identity within India was to 
be decided by provisions of Article 371F. 

Article 371F is a powerful tool providing Sik-
kim with its special status within the Indian Union. 
Unfortunately, it has also become just convenient 
dodge to rake up the past. The Act was inserted 
into the Constitution to guide Sikkim’s future, not 
nail it down to the past. One reason why it is not 
taken as seriously as it should is because Sikkim 
has been unable to remind Delhi what the Act is all 
about. Delhi, of course, with larger states to keep 
happy, rarely does its homework and bulldozes all 
over Sikkim. What people need to appreciate is 
that Article 371F has none of the incongruities of 
Article 370 and boasts near watertight provisions 
which allow Sikkim to remain unique while also 
wholly a part of India. It is a progressive Act and 
that is how it should be used, not as a political slo-
gan to confuse people or to whip up nostalgia for 
an imagined utopia.

The Conspicuous Absence of 
Women in india’s labour force

WhatsApp hacked and bugs in intel chips: what 
you need to know to protect yourself

SMRITI SHARMA
theconversation.com

India’s rapid economic growth has been accom-
panied by falling fertility rates and higher educa-

tional attainment among women. These advances 
often lead to an increase in women entering the 
labour force, but there has been a surprising de-
cline on this front in India. Less than 30% of work-
ing-age women are currently in work compared to 
nearly 80% of men in India.

The conspicuous absence of women in India’s 
labour force is part of a wider issue the country is 
facing when it comes to jobs growth. But the fact 
that it is affecting women more than men is a 
worrying trend for India, which tends to rank 
poorly in UN rankings like the Gender Develop-
ment Index and Gender Inequality Index, and 
has historically had low shares of women partic-
ipating in the labour market. Plus, the number of 
women working has been gradually falling over the 
last 30 years.

There are a number of reasons for this, rang-
ing from a lack of jobs growth in female-friendly 
sectors such as manufacturing, to more women 
staying in education for longer, and persisting 
stigma surrounding the idea of women working. 
As India grapples with boosting the number of 
jobs available to people – and young people es-
pecially – it must ensure it does not leave women 
behind in the process.
glOBAl TrENDS

It is useful to understand India’s experience 
against the global landscape. According to the lat-
est estimates from the UN’s International Labour 
Organisation, the worldwide labour force partic-
ipation rate in 2018 for women aged 15-64 was 
53% while it was 80.6% for similarly aged men. 
Since 1990, participation rates for both groups 
have shown an overall decline around the world.

There are, however, variations in these global 
trends. The number of women working in high in-

come countries went up between 1990 and 2018, 
largely due to policies like better parental leave, 
subsidised childcare, and flexibility in jobs. But in 
South Asia’s low and middle income countries, the 
number of women working has declined.

In India, female labour force participation fell 
from 35% in 1990 to 27% in 2018. India fares bet-
ter than its neighbour Pakistan (where the rate in-
creased from 14% to 25% over the same period). 
But it lags behind Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal, 
and other countries at similar stages of growth and 
development.

There are regional and demographic differenc-
es across the country. Rural women have higher 
participation rates than their urban counterparts. 
Married women, less educated women, and wom-
en from higher castes are less likely to participate 
in the labour market.
rEASONS fOr THE DrOP

Both economic and cultural reasons explain 
women falling out of India’s labour force. The lat-
est evidence suggests that the number of jobs in In-
dia is on the decline. This is a significant structural 
problem for a country with a burgeoning young 
population. In particular, India has struggled to 
create labour-intensive manufacturing jobs, many 
of which favour women. This is in contrast to coun-
tries such as Bangladesh that experienced a boom-
ing export-led manufacturing sector that led to 
more employment opportunities for women.

The number of women staying in education in 
both urban and rural areas has increased, keeping 
them out of the workforce for longer. But, even 
when this is accounted for, the numbers of wom-
en working remains below India’s peers. For men, 
greater education leads to higher participation in 
the labour force.

Across India, there are cultural expectations 
that married women should not work and that 
they should prioritise housework and care work. 
A survey on social attitudes in 2016 found that 
around 40-60% of men and women believe mar-

ried women should not work if the husband earns 
reasonably well.

Another factor keeping women out of the 
workforce is the wider problem of violence 
against women. New work finds that sexual vi-
olence and an unsafe environment for women 
also stops them seeking paid work outside their 
homes – this is especially the case for Muslim 
and lower-caste women.
rEVErSiNg THE DECliNE

Gender equality is an important development 
objective in and of itself. Research shows that 
when women work they have greater agency and 
voice and the poorer representation of wom-
en in paid work has negative consequences for 
their bargaining power within their households. 
Plus, increasing the number of women in work 
is important for any country’s economic growth, 
leading to better productivity and improving 
prospects for future generations.

There are a number of ways to boost the num-
ber of women working. Tackling the cultural rea-
sons that result in women leaving the workforce 
could be one such way. Changing social norms 
about gender equity and women’s work is para-
mount, and this is where awareness programmes 
and affirmative action policies may help alleviate 
gender stereotypes. The 2017 Maternity Benefit 
Act, by increasing paid maternity leave, may also 
help to limit the drop-out of women from work 
after motherhood. Access to subsidised childcare 
may also free up time for women to engage in the 
labour force.

At a more structural level, the next government 
faces a tough task of reforming the economy to cre-
ate more jobs. When it does so, it must take into 
account India’s growing gender employment gap 
and specifically think about jobs for women, if it 
wants to reduce this gap and help boost the coun-
try’s economy.

[the writer is Lecturer in Economics, 
Newcastle University]

ROBERT MERKEl
theconversation.com

It’s been a day of high-profile security incidents.
First there was news the popular WhatsApp 

messenger app was hacked. Updated versions of 
WhatsApp have been released, which you should 
install if you’re one of the more than one billion 
people who use the app.

There was also news of several security flaws in 
the majority of Intel processors, found in many of 
the world’s desktop, laptop and server computers.

Software patches to prevent exploitation of these 
hardware flaws have been released by several ven-
dors, including Microsoft. You should install security 
updates from vendors promptly, including these.
WHATSAPP HACK rEVEAlED

The WhatsApp news was revealed first by the 
Financial Times, which says the bug was used in 
an attempt to access content on the phone of a UK-
based human rights lawyer.

The lawyer reported unusual activity on his 
phone to the Citizen Lab, an academic research 
centre that focuses on digital espionage. The cen-
tre then contacted WhatsApp, which had inde-
pendently noted signs of some kind of hack and put 
in place preliminary preventative measures in its 
network infrastructure.

When asked by the Financial Times how many 
users were attacked using this vulnerability, a 
WhatsApp spokesperson said “a number in the 
dozens would not be inaccurate”.

Facebook, the corporate parent of WhatsApp, 
has issued a technical notice about the vulnerability, 
saying versions of WhatsApp for iOS, Android, Win-
dows Phone (and the lesser-known Tizen platform 
used in Samsung smart watches) were affected.
EVADiNg END-TO-END ENCrYPTiON

Messages and calls on WhatsApp are end-to-

end encrypted, which means they are practically 
invulnerable to being read while in transit.

The only way an attacker can gain access to the 
contents of WhatsApp messages and calls is at ei-
ther end, on the sending or receiving device.

Unfortunately, in this case, by modifying the se-
quence of data sent to a phone to initiate a call, an 
attacker could take over the WhatsApp application 
running on the device.

This would cause it to do whatever the attacker 
wishes, which could include sending the unscram-
bled WhatsApp messages directly to the attacker.

While on its own the vulnerability does not 
appear to give the attackers full access to every-
thing on a target phone, it could well be used in 
combination with other vulnerabilities to gain full 
access and control.
SUSPICIONS FAll ON NSO GROUP

Unlike the Intel processor flaws, which were 
discovered by academic and commercial research-
ers and are not known to have been used for hack-
ing to date, the WhatsApp security bug was discov-
ered because of hacking activity.

The Financial Times attributes the hacking at-
tempts using the bug to software developed by the 
NSO Group.

Facebook, while not naming NSO, told the Fi-
nancial Times:

“[…] the attack has all the hallmarks of a private 
company known to work with governments to de-
liver spyware that reportedly takes over the func-
tions of mobile phone operating systems.”

NSO Group is an Israel-based company that 
sells intelligence-gathering software – essen-
tially, mobile phone spyware – to governments 
around the world.

Software sold by NSO Group has previously 
been implicated in attempts to spy on an Emira-
ti human rights activist, Mexican journalists, and 

other civil society targets.
The UK human rights lawyer targeted using the 

WhatsApp bug was representing the Mexican jour-
nalists previously allegedly targeted using NSO 
Group software.
WE’rE NOT liKElY TArgETS

While this particular bug is no longer a prob-
lem if you’ve updated WhatsApp, in general there 
is relatively little an average citizen targeted by 
this kind of spyware can do about it. 

This genre of bug-exploiting spyware is highly 
unlikely to be used by anyone other than govern-
ments, and then only to target a relatively small 
number of people. But the lawyer in this latest 
case says he does not know who is behind his 
WhatsApp hack.

Sooner or later, the use of spyware is inevitably 
detected, and the bug used to install it is found and 
fixed. The more phones are attacked, the quicker 
this will occur.

In the Australian context, software bugs are not 
the only means available to law enforcement to ac-
cess encrypted messaging.

The controversial Access and Assistance leg-
islation, approved late last year, contains provi-
sions that can require software and hardware 
developers to provide assistance to law enforce-
ment and intelligence agencies to access com-
munications, including those secured with end-
to-end encryption.

The use of this kind of spyware – sold to countries 
with dubious human rights credentials, and used to tar-
get activists, journalists and lawyers – is disturbing.

I have previously argued that the international 
trade in such powerful tools should be curtailed. 
But fortunately, as insidious as they are, their reach 
is limited and likely to remain so.

[the writer is Lecturer in Software 
Engineering, Monash University]
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Mamata rejects PM’s offer to 
install new bust of Vidyasagar

M a n d i r b a z a r / D i a -
mond Harbour(WB), 
May 16 (PTI): West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee Thursday 
rejected Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s offer to 
install a new bust of so-
cial reformer Pandit Ish-
war Chandra Vidyasagar 
at the same spot where 
it was vandalised saying 
that Bengal has the mon-
ey for it.

She said that it were 
BJP “hooligans” who had 
destroyed a heritage of 
the state by breaking the 
bust in the the violence 
during BJP Amit Shah’s 
roadshow.

It is a matter of 
shame for Bengalis that 
the bust of Vidyasagar 
was vandalised, she said 
at a poll rally at Mandir-
bazar in support of Trin-

amool Lok Sabha candi-
date C M Jatua.

“Bengal does not 
seek alms from BJP. We 
have the money for a 
new bust of Vidyasagar, 
who was part of Bengal 
Renaissance. Don’t you 
(BJP) feel ashamed say-
ing that Bengal has been 
reduced to a state of be-
ing a pauper”.

Banerjee was refer-
ring to a comment by 
Shah at a poll rally at 
Canning earlier this week 
in which he had said that 
under Banerjee govern-
ment “sonar(golden) 
Bangla has become kan-
gal(pauper) Bangla”.

The prime minister 
said at a poll rally at Mau 
in Uttar Pradesh that 
his government is com-
mitted towards Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar’s 

vision and promised to 
install his grand statue 
made of “panch dhatu” 
(five metals) at the same 
spot where it was vandal-
ised by “TMC goondas”.

Hitting back, the fies-
ty TMC supremo called 
Modi is a liar, the “like of 
which was never seen in 
the country”.

“He (Modi) should 
squat holding his ears for 
destroying a heritage of 
the state,” she said.

“The media has 
shown how Vidyasagar’s 
bust was broken.

Bengalis’ pride is hurt 
that they will not spare 
BJP. They will not give it 
(BJP) a single vote .... It 
will be very surprising if 
Modi gets a single vote 
from Bengalis,” Banerjee 
claimed.

Nine Lok Sabha seats 

in south Bengal will go 
to the polls in the last 
phase.

Banerjee accused the 
prime minister for hold-
ing a public meeting in 
a nearby area on land 
owned by a person who 
runs an unlicensed mi-
cro-finance institution.

“I am going to file a 
case against the person 
who owns the land. Is BJP 
getting a share of the pie 
from him? I have come to 
know that the person is 
raising crores,” she said.

She alleged that the 
BJP is spreading fake 
messages on the so-
cial media and warned 
the voters not to fall 
prey to it.

Later speaking at an-
other rally at Diamond 
Harbour, from where her 
nephew Abhishek Baner-

jee is seeking re- election, 
Banerjee said BJP has de-
veleoped a sense of fear 
of losing the elections.

“As the last phase opf 
elections is approaching 
you (Modi) have become 
mad and are talking non-
sense.

“Modi had promised 
to usher in achhe din 
but see how the prices 
of diesel, gas and petrol 
are being increased. The 
government is going to 
close down companies 
like Burn Standard, BSNL 
and AirIndia if it comes 
to power.... The BJP gov-
ernment is now killing 
adivasis and minorities.

“Narendra Modi 
you are a facist ,  a tor-
turer and you should 
go,” she said.

Regretting the Elec-
tion Commission (EC)’s 
decision to declare to-
day the last day of cam-
paigning before Sunday’s 
last phase of elections, 
Banerjee said “I thought 
the EC is impartial but it 
seems it is sold to BJP. I 
am ready if I have to go to 
jail for saying this”.

Banerjee said in the 
last six phases of the 
general elections Modi’s 
votes have touched the 
bottom. “Modi has al-
ready lost the elections”.

She urged the Trina-
mool Congress workers 
to be careful so that mis-
creants were not able to 
tamper with the EVMs 
which are kept now in 
the strongrooms.

Huge quantity of ‘explosive 
materials’ recovered in Guwahati

Mamata takes out protest 
march against vandalism

Meghalaya govt approves setting 
up of farmers’ Commission

Nepalese going abroad via India to require 
an NOC for immigration clearance

Omar backs Mamata, says 
TMC will sweep polls in WB

former Kolkata Police chief rajeev Kumar reports 
to MHA, day after being relieved from duty by EC

Guwahati, May 16 (PTI): 
A day after a grenade 
blast here injured 12 
persons, Guwahati Police 
on Thursday recovered 
huge amount of suspect-
ed explosive materials 
along with arms and am-
munition from a house.

A couple has also 
been taken into cus-
tody for interrogation 
in this regard, police 
sources said.

Police started search 
operations at the house 
in Panjabari locality of 
the city and recovered 
large quantities of ma-
terials used in making 
bombs, arms and ammu-
nition, a laptop and oth-
er incriminating goods, 
they said.

A forensic team has 
also reached the spot 
and is carrying out in-
vestigation.

“We can only confirm 
that suspected explo-
sive materials have been 
recovered during the 
search operations,” a se-
nior police officer pres-
ent at the site told PTI.

Police sources said 
that the house was taken 
on rent about a month 
back by a woman and a 
person, “suspected to be 
a pro-talk ULFA militant”, 

used to visit her.
When asked, Guwa-

hati Police Commission-
er Deepak Kumar de-
clined to divulge details. 
“We are investigating 
the case and are on the 
right track. We are on the 
lead,” he said.

At least 12 persons, 
including two SSB per-
sonnel and a woman, 
were injured in the 
grenade blast in front 
of a shopping mall in 
the heart of the city on 
Wednesday evening.

Guwahati Police 
Commissioner Deepak 
Kumar told PTI that two 
persons riding a motor-
cycle hurled the grenade 
in front of the shopping 
mall located at arterial R 
G Baruah Road just oppo-
site the state zoo around 
8 pm on Wednesday.

Visiting the spot, DGP 
Kuladhar Saikia had said 
that a police barricade 
was set up in front of the 
mall to conduct routine 
checks of vehicles, and it 
is suspected the grenade 
was hurled aiming the 
police party.

The SSB jawans were 
on patrolling duty with 
Assam Police personnel 
near the barricade.

Local TV channels re-

ported that ULFA(I) chief 
Paresh Baruah claimed 
responsibility for the 
blast, but the police 
refused to confirm it, 
saying a detailed inves-
tigation will bring out 
the truth.

A high-level secu-
rity meeting has been 
convened on Thursday 
evening between the ad-
ministration, police and 
the owners of the malls, 
the Kamakhya temple 
management committee, 
other units of different 
temples and in-charges 
of prominent places, offi-
cials said.

Assam Chief Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal 
strongly condemned the 
incident and asked the 
DGP to carry out a thor-
ough probe to nab the 
culprits immediately. “No-
body would be allowed 
to commit such heinous 
crimes and strong action 
would be against those 
behind this dastardly act,” 
he had said.

The blast took place 
hours after Sonowal 
chaired a high-level 
security review meet-
ing on Wednesday 
with the top brass of 
the Home Department, 
including police.

Shillong, May 16 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya gov-
ernment Thursday ap-
proved setting up of a 
commission to look into 
the problem faced by 
farmers. State cabinet 
approved the proposal 
made by the Agriculture 
Department to set up the 
Farmers’ Commission in 
line with the resolution 
passed at the ‘farmers’ 
parliament’, deputy Chief 
Minister Prestone Tyn-
song said.

The ‘farmers’ parlia-
ment’, first of its kind in 
the country, was organ-
ised here last December 
and was attended by 
scientists, bureaucrats, 
apart from farmers, to 
discuss issues related 
to the agri situation in 
the state. Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma had 
then announced setting 
up of the commission to 
address concerns of the 
farming community.

The deputy chief 
minister also said the 

government was plan-
ning to observe 2020 as 
a year for farmers. The 
state cabinet Thursday 
also approved a draft 
policy on persons with 
disabilities. The policy is 
as per the national poli-
cy for empowerment of 
persons with disabilities, 
Tynsong said, adding that 
it is in regards to their 
rights for reservations in 
education and jobs.

Talking to reporters, 
Tysong also said that 
Sangma will be meeting 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal in 
June to discuss develop-
ment projects along the 
interstate- border and 
find a resolution to the 
border dispute between 
the two states.

The last meeting be-
tween chief ministers of 
the two states was held 
on April 1, 2017.

It will be the first 
meeting after the BJP-
backed Meghalaya Dem-
ocratic Alliance stormed 

to power in March last 
year. Tynsong said, 
during the meeting the 
recent skirmishes in 
Ri-Bhoi district leading 
to the arrest of Michael 
Warjri, a general secre-
tary of the Hima Nong-
spung -- areas under the 
jurisdiction of a tribal 
chieftain -- will also been 
taken up.

A mob of about 100 
people from Assam had 
last week allegedly ran-
sacked Warjri’s home in 
Balakhawa village along 
the inter-state border 
under Ri-Bhoi district.

Warjri had taken the 
Assam government to 
court for trying to con-
struct a road and this 
enraged the people from 
Assam which led to the at-
tack, according to officials. 
He was subsequently ar-
rested by Assam police 
and released on bail.

Skirmishes have often 
been reported along the 
disputed inter-state border 
of Meghalaya and Assam. 

SHiriSH B. PrADHAN
Kathmandu, May 16 
(PTI): Nepali nationals 
wishing to fly out to any 
other country via India 
would require a No Objec-
tion Certificate (NOC) from 
the Nepalese Embassy in 
New Delhi for clearance 
from the Indian immigra-
tion, according to a notice 
issued by the police here.

The applicants need 
to submit an application 
letter to the Nepali Em-
bassy stating the reason 

of travel along with the 
visa of that country, a 
copy of passport, air tick-
et and past travel history 
except India. Those going 
abroad for employment 
purposes need to furnish 
an employment permit is-
sued by the department of 
foreign employment, police 
said, quoting a statement 
issued by the Nepali em-
bassy in New Delhi.

Nepali students and 
entrepreneurs based in 
India would require to 

furnish documents relat-
ed to their professions 
along with other doc-
uments to obtain NOC 
prior to travelling abroad 
via New Delhi, the Hima-
layan Times reported.

The Nepalese Embas-
sy would then issue the 
NOC after scrutinising all 
the documents, it said.

There are 4 million 
Nepalese working and 
studying in India, accord-
ing to the Nepal foreign 
ministry.

New Delhi, May 16 
(PTI): Senior IPS officer 
and former Kolkata Po-
lice chief Rajeev Kumar 
on Thursday reported 
at the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), a day af-
ter he was relieved from 
duty in West Bengal by 
the Election Commission, 
officials said.

Kumar, who was in-
volved in a face-off with 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) in 
connection with the 
agency’s investigation in 
Saradha and Rose Valley 
chit fund scams, was on 
Wednesday removed as 
Additional Director Gen-
eral, CID, in West Bengal 
for allegedly failing to 
control the incidents of 
violence in the state.

He was directed to re-
port to the Home Minis-
try, the cadre controlling 
authority for the Indian 
Police Service (IPS) offi-
cers, by the Commission, 
the officials said.

The officer came in 
time and reported to 
MHA this morning. Cur-
rently, he is on attach-
ment with the Home 
Ministry as per the Elec-
tion Commission’s order.

In an unprecedented 
move, the Election Com-

mission had on Wednes-
day invoked Article 324 
and ordered campaign-
ing in nine West Bengal 
constituencies to end at 
10 PM on Thursday, a 
day before its scheduled 
deadline, in the wake of 
violence between BJP 
and TMC workers in Kol-
kata. The constituencies 
where campaigning has 
been curtailed are -- Dum 
Dum, Barasat, Basirhat, 
Jaynagar, Mathurapur, Di-
amond Harbour, Jadavpur, 
Kolkata Dakshin and Kol-
kata Uttar. Polling will be 
held in all these constitu-
encies on May 19.

The vandalisation of 
Ishwarchandra Vidyasa-
gar’s bust and clashes 
during BJP chief Amit 
Shah’s road show in Kol-
kata on Tuesday trig-
gered a fierce blame 
game between BJP and 
the Trinamool Congress.

Shah, at a press con-
ference, had alleged that 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee’s 
TMC was involved in van-
dalising the bust and un-
leashing violence during 
his road show as part of 
a “conspiracy” to blame 
the BJP. On its part, the 
TMC released videos to 
claim that “BJP goons” 

damaged the statue of 
Vidyasagar and said the 
videos not only establish 
what the saffron party 
did, but proved that Shah 
is a “liar” and a “dhoke-
baaz” (betrayer).

The Election Com-
mission had on Wednes-
day also ordered the 
removal of Principal 
Secretary (Home) Atri 
Bhattacharya and Kumar 
from their postings. Ku-
mar was questioned by 
the CBI in February this 
year in connection with 
its probe in multi-crore 
Saradha chit fund case.

A team of CBI offi-
cers was stopped from 
entering the residence 
of Kumar, when he was 
Kolkata Police chief on 
February 3 when they 
had gone to question him 
in connection with the 
Saradha and Rose Valley 
scam cases. The move 
had led to Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee stag-
ing a dharna in the heart 
of the city, protesting 
against “the attack on 
constitutional norms”.

The CBI had, how-
ever, questioned Ku-
mar for several days in 
Shillong from February 
9 following a Supreme 
Court order. 

Kolkata, Mar 15 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
Wednesday conducted 
a protest march against 
the vandalism during BJP 
president Amit Shah’s 
roadshow in the city on 
Tuesday. Accompanied 
by leading intellectu-
als of the city, Banerjee 
walked for about 6 km 
from the Gandhi Bhavan 
in Beleghata to Shyamba-
zar five-point crossing in 
north Kolkata area in the 
northern part of the city.

TMC supporters who 
took part in the march 
shouted slogans against 
Shah and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, and 
condemned shattering 
of the bust of Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar.

Kolkata witnessed 
wide-spread violence 
during BJP president 
Amit Shah’s massive road 

show Tuesday. A bust 
of 19th century Benga-
li icon Ishwar Chandra 
Vidyasagar was vandal-
ised during the violence.

Carrying posters 
and replicas of Vidyasa-
gar’s bust, TMC cadres 
demanded immediate 
arrest of the culprits in-
volved in the vandalism.

Banerjee and sever-
al top TMC leaders have 
changed profile pictures 
of their Facebook and 
Twitter profiles with 
photo of Vidyasagar on 
Wednesday to protest 
desecration of the bust of 
the great social reformer.

Trinamool Congress’s 
official profile on Twitter 
and Facebook was also 
changed with an image 
of Vidyasagar.

The vandalism took 
place at Vidyasagar 
College, an institution 
named after the icon.

Srinagar, May 16 (PTI): 
National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah 
Thursday said BJP’s at-
tempt to “polarise” the 
electorate in West Bengal 
will come to nothing as 
the Trinamool Congress 
will sweep the Lok Sabha 
polls in the state.

“The BJP can team 
up with the EC in West 
Bengal, they can have a 
tailor-made campaign 
designed to fragment & 
polarise the electorate, 
they can have all their 
model code violations 
overlooked. None of it 
will matter because on 
the 23rd @MamataOffi-
cial didi will sweep West 

Bengal,” Abdullah said 
in a tweet, tagging West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee. The 
former Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister was 
apparently referring to the 
violence in Kolkata during 
BJP president Amit Shah’s 
visit the other day. He was 
alluding May 23 when the 
results of Lok Sabha polls 
would be declared.

Other opposition 
leaders and parties have 
also supported Banerjee 
as she protested against 
the Election Commis-
sion’s decision to cut 
short the duration of poll 
campaign in the state in 
the wake of the violence.
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Premier League set to splash the 
cash as transfer window opens

london, May 16 (AFP): 
Manchester City have 
not yet held their victo-
ry parade after edging 
Liverpool in a thrilling 
Premier League title race 
but already they are plot-
ting for next season.

The champions are 
not alone.

A huge summer 
splurge on transfer fees 
is likely after Premier 
League spending fell 
last year, in part due to a 
short window for clubs 
to complete their busi-
ness between the end 
of the World Cup and a 
new transfer deadline, 
which fell before the 
season began.

The Premier League’s 
transfer deadline will 
again come before most 
of the rest of Europe, 
on August 8, meaning 
clubs cannot afford to 
waste time.

The window for do-
mestic deals opens on 
Thursday. International 
transfers can be complet-
ed from June 11.

AFP Sports looks at 
where each of the top six 
are set to strengthen.
MANCHESTER CITy

The champions may 
have claimed a remark-
able 198 points over two 
title-winning campaigns, 
but Pep Guardiola prom-
ised they will come back 
stronger next season and 
are likely to invest heavi-
ly for a variety of reasons.

A potential transfer 
ban due to a FIFA in-
vestigation over the 
recruitment of foreign 
minors and third-par-

ty ownership means 
this may be City’s last 
chance to sign players 
for at least 18 months.

City could also face 
a season’s ban from the 
Champions League by 
UEFA over financial fair 
play irregularities. If 
imposed, the sanction 
would likely be enforced 
for the 2020/21 cam-
paign, giving City anoth-
er chance next season to 
win the competition for 
the first time.

Atletico Madrid’s Ro-
dri, who has a 70-mil-
lion-euro buyout clause, 
has reportedly been tar-
geted as the long-term 
replacement for 34-year-
old Fernandinho in the 
holding midfield role.

A centre-back is also 

thought to be a priority, 
with City among clubs 
chasing Ajax wonderkid 
Matthijs de Ligt. Nicolas 
Otamendi and, perhaps, 
captain Vincent Kompa-
ny could depart.
liVErPOOl

Liverpool were the 
biggest Premier League 
spenders by a distance 
last summer and their 
170-million euro invest-
ment was richly reward-
ed with the third-high-
est Premier League 
points tally ever and a 
return to the Champi-
ons League final.

No such splurge is 
expected at Anfield this 
summer as Klopp fine-
tunes to dislodge City.

Alberto Moreno and 
Daniel Sturridge are 

set to leave on free 
transfers and cover is 
needed for Andy Rob-
ertson at left-back and 
up front as a back-up 
for Roberto Firmino.
TOTTENHAM

Tottenham manager 
Mauricio Pochettino has 
worked wonders to get 
his side to the Champions 
League final and back 
into the competition next 
season despite not sign-
ing a single player since 
January 2018.

The Argentine, 
though, has been putting 
pressure on the famously 
frugal Tottenham board 
to back him this summer 
now the club have moved 
into their new 62,000-ca-
pacity home, which cost 
more than 1 billion euro 

and has slowed Spurs’ 
spending in recent sea-
sons. Fulham’s Ryan 
Sessegnon is a target as 
competition for Danny 
Rose at left-back, while 
the club needs a more 
potent back-up to Har-
ry Kane than Fernando 
Llorente.

The club has also 
been linked with a num-
ber of midfielders, in-
cluding Barcelona’s 
Andre Gomes, Youri Tie-
lemans, who shone on 
loan at Leicester from 
Monaco, and Aston Villa 
captain Jack Grealish.

But they could be 
replacements for Chris-
tian Eriksen who is out 
of contract in 2020 like 
another key player Toby 
Alderweireld.

CHElSEA
Chelsea may not be 

able to do any business 
at all as they are current-
ly banned from signing 
players for the next two 
windows by FIFA.

The club plan to ap-
peal to the Court of Ar-
bitration for Sport and 
hope to have the ban 
suspended until the 
judgement.

Eden Hazard final-
ly looks set to land his 
dream move to Real Ma-
drid, leaving the Blues 
without their best player 
in recent seasons.

Christian Pulisic was 
signed in January to fill 
that void and will arrive 
from Borussia Dort-
mund, but Chelsea may 
be forced to rely on tal-

ented youngsters cur-
rently out on loan.
ArSENAl

Arsenal’s summer 
business will depend 
largely on whether they 
beat Chelsea in the Eu-
ropa League final to seal 
a return to the Champi-
ons League.

An ageing defence 
that conceded 51 goals 
in the Premier League 
cost the Gunners a top-
four finish and reinforce-
ments are needed across 
the whole backline.

The departure of Aar-
on Ramsey also leaves a 
big hole in midfield.
MANCHESTER UNITED

United face by far the 
biggest rebuilding job af-
ter a disastrous season. 
They fail to qualify for 
the Champions League 
and finish as close to the 
relegation zone as to City 
in the league.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
has promised big chang-
es but much will depend 
on how many players on 
big contracts United can 
get rid of to free up funds.

Paul Pogba could 
be sold to Real Madrid, 
while Romelu Lukaku 
has attracted interest 
from Serie A.

A centre-back re-
mains the priority, with 
Napoli’s Kalidou Kouli-
baly the prime target, but 
the Senegalese is likely to 
cost a world-record fee 
for a defender.

Dortmund’s Jadon 
Sancho has been linked 
with a return to England, 
but would cost more 
than 100 million.

Ajax seal title to complete 
double after Euro heartache

Injured Jeje to miss Kings Cup as 
Stimac names 37 probables for camp

Kean Lewis signs extension with Bengaluru FC i’m successful because Kohli gave 
me freedom to attack: Kuldeep

Tiger set for 
early charge 
with Koepka, 
Molinari 
at PGA
Bethpage (United 
States), May 16 (AFP): 
Tiger Woods, coming off 
a Masters victory that 
snapped an 11-year ma-
jor win drought, begins 
his quest for a 16th major 
title Thursday at the 101st 
PGA Championship.

The 43-year-old 
American superstar’s 
electrifying triumph last 
month at Augusta Na-
tional has made him the 
focus of attention at for-
midable Bethpage Black, 
the same course where 
Woods won the 2002 US 
Open. “I feel great. I’m 
excited to get out there,” 
Woods said.

“This is going to be 
a long week the way the 
golf course is set up and 
potentially could play. 
This could be a hell of a 
championship.”

A victory would 
match Woods with Sam 
Snead for the all-time 
US PGA win record at 82 
and move him two shy of 
the all-time major win 
record of 18 set by Jack 
Nicklaus -- as well as put 
Woods halfway to a cal-
endar Grand Slam for the 
first time since 2002.

Sixth-ranked Woods 
starts off the 10th tee at 
8:24 a.m. (1224 GMT) 
alongside defending 
champion and two-time 
US Open winner Brooks 
Koepka and reigning Brit-
ish Open champion Fran-
cesco Molinari of Italy.

“I’m just looking for-
ward to playing with him. 
It’ll be interesting,” Koep-
ka said of Woods. “We re-
ally haven’t been paired 
together too much, espe-
cially over the last couple 
years.” Koepka held off 
Woods to win last year’s 
PGA at Bellerive while 
Molinari denied Woods 
last year to win the Claret 
Jug at Carnoustie.

“When I started I 
wasn’t even dreaming 
of playing against Ti-
ger,” Molinari said. “I feel 
lucky enough to have 
played with him many 
times now in many im-
portant moments.” 

Finding the fairways 
will be crucial over 
the 7,549-yard, par-
70 layout as sloping 
greens firm up from 
rain. “In order to win 
this one, driving is go-
ing to be at the forefront,” 
Woods said.

“You’ve got to hit it 
not only straight but 
you’ve got to hit it far.”

Woods, nagged for 
years by back pain before 
2017 spinal fusion sur-
gery, has not played com-
petitively since the Mas-
ters, making this only the 
sixth time in his career 
he has played back-to-
back majors.

He skipped a 
planned nine-hole prac-
tice round Wednesday 
for rest, having done a 
five-hour in-depth tour 
of the course last week 
and played nine holes 
early Monday.

“There’s definitely 
going to be a component 
to stamina as the week 
goes on,” Woods said. 
“Four days over a tough 
championship that is 
mentally and physically 
taxing takes its toll.

“I need to give my-
self the best chance to 
win the events I play in... 
Sometimes that can be 
taking a little bit more 
breaks here and there, 
making sure I’m able to 
give it my best.”  

New Delhi, May 16 
(PTI): Injured striker 
Jeje Lalpekhlua along 
with four others have 
been left out of the na-
tional team’s probables’ 
list for the Kings Cup 
football tournament in 
Thailand next month.

India’s newly-ap-
pointed head coach Igor 
Stimac Thursday an-
nounced the list of 37 
probables for the prepa-
ratory camp ahead of the 
Kings Cup to be held in 
Buriram, Thailand from 
June 5-8. The camp will 
be held in New Delhi 
from May 20.

Jeje is suffering from 
a knee injury and didn’t 
play during Chennai-
yin FC’s AFC Cup loss to 
Abahani Dhaka Ltd on 
Wednesday. He is set to 
undergo a surgery in the 

third week of May. Be-
sides Jeje, a host of oth-
er players who will miss 
the Thailand campaign 
are Halicharan Narzary 
(knee injury), Mandar 
Rao Desai (hamstring in-
jury), Ashique Kuruniyan 
(knee injury), Narender 
Gehlot (knee injury) and 
Jerry Lalrinzuala.

“I respected the 
choice of the squad 
which represented In-
dia in the AFC Asian 
Cup UAE 2019. The rest 
of the players have been 
added post my research 
watching Hero I-League 
and Hero ISL matches. I 
found some players quite 
interesting, and have sum-
moned them to the camp,” 
Stimac was quoted as say-
ing by an AIFF statement.

“I congratulate all the 
players, and wish them 

good luck. I am eagerly 
waiting to get on the task 
immediately. I have al-
ways cherished new chal-
lenges, and I am looking 
forward to coaching the 
Blue Tigers,” he added.

The Kings Cup will 
be followed by the 
Hero Intercontinental 
Cup in July.

The King’s Cup is a 
FIFA-sanctioned inter-
national ‘A’ tournament 
being organised by 
the Thailand FA since 
1968. India’s previ-
ous participation in 
the King’s Cup was in 
1977. Hosts Thailand 
and Vietnam are the 
two other teams partici-
pating in the tournament.

Probables list:
Goalkeepers: Gur-

preet Singh Sandhu, 
Vishal Kaith, Amrinder 

Singh, Kamaljit Singh.
Defenders: Pritam 

Kotal, Nishu Kumar, 
Rahul Bheke, Salam 
Ranjan Singh, Sandesh 
Jhingan, Adil Khan, An-
war Ali, Subhasish Bose, 
Narayan Das.

Midfielders: Udanta 
Singh, Jackichand Singh, 
Brandon Fernandes, 
Anirudh Thapa, Rayni-
er Fernandes, Bikramjit 
Singh, Dhanpal Ganesh, 
Pronay Halder, Rowllin 
Borges, Germanpreet 
Singh, Vinit Rai, Sahal 
Abdul, Amarjit Singh, Re-
deem Tlang, Lallianzuala 
Chhangte, Nandha Ku-
mar, Komal Thatal, Mi-
chael Soosairaj.

Forwards: Balwant 
Singh, Sunil Chhetri, Job-
by Justin, Sumeet Passi, 
Farukh Choudhary, Man-
vir Singh.

TAPAN MOHANTA
Kolkata, May 16 (PTI): Star India wrist spinner 
Kuldeep Yadav believes he wouldn’t have been suc-
cessful at the world stage had it not been for skipper 
Virat Kohli, who gave him the freedom to attack. “You 
need a skipper who backs you and believes in your 
ability to shine on the big stage. You think we could 
have been so successful if Kohli bhai had not given 
us the freedom to attack? I don’t think so,” Kuldeep 
told PTI in an interview. Kuldeep, who played for Kol-
kata Knight Riders, was badly let down by the batting 
friendly conditions at Eden Gardens in this year’s 
IPL as he returned with just four wickets from nine 
matches before being dropped by his franchise in the 
business end of the tournament.

The 24-year-old said he is looking forward to put 
the IPL disappointment behind with a spectacular 
performance in the upcoming World Cup beginning 
May 30. “IPL is very different than World Cup. There 
are players who have done well in IPL but have strug-
gled to make a mark for the country. I’ve matured as a 
bowler and by no means it will affect my performance 

in the World Cup,” Kuldeep said. “It’s (T20) such a 
format, you may have a bad day where you’re hit for 
runs. I’m not a magician who will do well in every 
match. You cannot say I will take so many wickets.”

By his own standard, an average of 71.50 in IPL is some-
thing he would look to forget. “If I’m not getting wickets it 
does not mean I’m not bowling well. Now I play as a mature 
cricketer and think more about the team,” Kuldeep said. 
Kuldeep also spoke about the recent controversy about his 
comments on Mahendra Singh Dhoni that sometimes the 
former skipper “goes wrong” with his tips.

“How can a youngster like me make such com-
ments on a senior member of the side? My comments 
had been misinterpreted by media to create a contro-
versy,” he said. “There is no doubt that his tips have 
been invaluable not only for me but for the entire 
team. His presence behind the stumps makes our job 
easy and nobody can change that fact. We wouldn’t 
have been half as effective without his inputs.” An-
dre Russell was a terror in the IPL with his batting 
exploits and single-handedly turned KKR’s fortunes 
before they failed to make the playoffs. 

Doetinchem, May 
16 (AFP): Ajax were 
crowned Dutch champi-
ons for the 34th time on 
Wednesday after they 
cruised to 4-1 win at De 
Graafschap that complet-
ed a domestic double a 
week after their crushing 
Champions League exit 
at the hands of Totten-
ham Hotspur.

Goals from Lasse 
Schoene, Nicolas Tagli-
afico and Dusan Tadic, 
who bagged a second 
half-brace, saw Erik 
ten Hag’s side win their 
eighth league match on 
the bounce and formerly 
win the title after effec-
tively sealing the deal at 
the weekend.

Ajax came into the fi-
nal match of the season 
three points clear of clos-
est rivals PSV Eindhoven 
with a 14-goal higher 

goal difference after they 
beat Utrecht 4-1 and the 
defending champions 
lost 1-0 at AZ Alkmaar 
on Sunday. Those results 
made a first double in 
17 years -- Ajax won the 
Dutch Cup on May 5 -- a 
near-certainty, and in the 
end made PSV’s 3-1 win 
over Heracles irrelevant.

However the flam-
boyant Amsterdam out-
fit, who captured hearts 
as their scintillating 
football took them to the 
brink of a first Champi-
ons League final in more 
than two decades, none-
theless turned on the 
style in their final game 
before their stars are 
sold off in the summer.

Midfielder Frenkie De 
Jong will leave for Bar-
celona in the summer 
for an initial 75 million 
euros (USD 89 million), 

while centre-back Mat-
thijs de Ligt, who sent 
Juventus packing with a 
bullet header in the quar-
ter finals, could follow his 
teammate to Catalonia.

After knocking out 
Real Madrid in the Cham-
pions League last 16, 
coach Franck De Boer 
admitted that forwards 
Hakim Ziyech and Da-
vid Neres would also all 
be targeted by Europe’s 
biggest clubs come the 
end of the season. Their 
thrilling European ad-
venture, which also saw 
them dump out Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s Juventus, came 
to an end in gut-wrench-
ing style last week when 
Lucas Moura’s 96th-min-
ute strike for Spurs saw 
Ajax throw away a 3-0 
aggregate lead and miss 
out on a trip to Madrid 
on away goals.

Bengaluru, May 16 
(PTI): Bengaluru FC 
Thursday announced 
Kean Lewis’ contract re-
newal, signing a deal that 
will keep the winger at 
the club until the end of 
the 2019-20 campaign.

The TATA Football 
Academy graduate was 
part of the Mahindra 
United academy where 
he played at various 
youth levels, and signed 
with Bengaluru ahead of 
the 2018-19 campaign.

Twenty-six-year-old 
Kean claimed the assist 
for Erik Paartalu’s win-
ner against ATK at the 
Fortress, and was in-
strumental in several ap-
pearances off the bench 
in Bengaluru’s run to 
the Indian Super League 
trophy. “I’m very happy 

to have signed on with 
Bengaluru FC for anoth-
er season. I was given 
the opportunity to play 
in several positions last 
season, which shows that 
the coach has faith in me. 
It gives me more chances 
to play, which was a key 
factor in my decision.

“Further to that, the 
team, the management, 
and the core of the club is 
intact, which bodes well 
for our chances of retain-
ing the title and I’m really 
looking forward to that,” 

said Kean, after complet-
ing formalities on his 
one-year deal.

Carles Cuadrat, who 
has signed on with Ben-
galuru for two more sea-
sons, said that he was 
happy to see Kean back 
in the fold.

“We’re happy to of-
fer Kean another year 
because he’s been an 
important player for us 
throughout the course of 
last season. Kean made 
a difference coming off 
the bench in crucial mo-
ments and whenever we 
needed him. As a player 
who understands the 
philosophy of this club 
and our style of play, we 
stand to benefit from 
having him as part of the 
squad for another year,” 
said Cuadrat.
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Alabama governor signs near-
total abortion ban into law

Montgomery (US), May 
16 (AP): Alabama’s Re-
publican governor has 
signed the most strin-
gent abortion legislation 
in the nation, making 
performing an abortion a 
felony in nearly all cases.

“To the bill’s many 
supporters, this legisla-
tion stands as a powerful 
testament to Alabamians’ 
deeply held belief that 
every life is precious and 
that every life is a sacred 
gift from God,” Governor 
Kay Ivey said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

The bill’s sponsors 
want to give conserva-
tives on the US Supreme 
Court a chance to gut 
abortion rights nation-
wide, but Democrats and 
abortion rights advo-
cates criticised the bill as 
a slap in the face to wom-
en voters.

“It just completely 
disregards women and 
the value of women and 
their voice. We have once 
again silenced women on 
a very personal issue,” 
said Sen. Linda Cole-
man-Madison, a Birming-
ham Democrat.

The abortion ban is 
set to go into effect in six 
months, but is expected 
to face a lawsuit to block 
it from halting abortion 
access.

Coleman-Madison 
said she hopes the mea-
sure awakens a “sleeping 
giant” of women voters 
in the state.

But Republican poll-
ster Chris Kratzer noted 
that there is no congres-
sional district and like-
ly no legislative district 
with enough swing vot-
ers to put Republicans at 
serious risk in the state.

“The people who are 
outraged about this are 
not the people who are 
electing these guys, gen-
erally speaking, espe-
cially when we’re talking 
about the primary,” he 

said. Further, Kratzer 
argued, there aren’t 
enough potential swing 
voters and disenchanted 
Republicans to make the 
issue any kind of advan-
tage for the lone Demo-
crat elected to statewide 
office, US Sen Doug Jones, 
who scored a surprise 
win in a 2017 special 
election.

Jones upset Re-
publican Roy Moore in 
part on the strength 
of GOP-leaning college 
graduates abandoning 
the controversial Moore. 
But Kratzer said that 
was more about Moore’s 
long history of flouting 
federal courts as chief 
justice of the Alabama 
Supreme Court and accu-
sations that Moore sexu-
ally harassed teens when 
he was in his 30s not 
Moore’s hardline stance 
on abortion.

The legislation Ala-
bama senators passed 
Tuesday would make 
performing an abortion 
at any stage of pregnancy 
a felony punishable by 10 
to 99 years or life in pris-
on for the provider. The 
only exception would 

be when the woman’s 
health is at serious risk.

Women seeking or 
undergoing abortions 
wouldn’t be punished.

Rep Terri Collins, the 
bill’s sponsor, said she 
believes the measure re-
flects the beliefs of the 
majority of the state elec-
torate. The vote came after 
59 per cent of state voters 
in November agreed to 
write anti-abortion lan-
guage in the Alabama 
Constitution, saying the 
state recognizes the rights 
of the “unborn.” 

Ivey acknowledged 
Wednesday that the mea-
sure may be unenforce-
able in the short term. 
Even supporters have 
said they expect it to be 
blocked by lower courts 
as they fight toward the 
Supreme Court.

“It’s to address the is-
sue that Roe. v. Wade was 
decided on. Is that baby 
in the womb a person?” 
Collins said.

Kentucky, Missis-
sippi, Ohio and Georgia 
recently have approved 
bans on abortion once 
a fetal heartbeat is de-
tected, which can occur 

in about the sixth week 
of pregnancy. The Ala-
bama bill goes further by 
seeking to ban abortion 
outright. Abortion rights 
advocates vowed swift 
legal action.

“We haven’t lost a 
case in Alabama yet and 
we don’t plan to start 
now. We will see Gover-
nor Ivey in court,” said 
Staci Fox, president and 
CEO of Planned Parent-
hood Southeast.

Evangelist Pat Rob-
ertson on his television 
show Wednesday said 
the Alabama law is “ex-
treme” and opined it 
may not be the best one 
to bring to the US Su-
preme Court in the hopes 
of overturning Roe “be-
cause I think this one will 
lose.” “God bless them 
they are trying to do 
something,” Robertson 
said.

One mile (1.6 kilome-
ters) from the Alabama 
Statehouse down the 
street from the Gover-
nor’s Mansion sits Mont-
gomery’s only abortion 
clinic, one of three per-
forming abortions in 
the state. Clinic staff on 

Wednesday fielded calls 
from patients, and po-
tential patients, wrongly 
worried that abortion 
was now illegal in the 
state. They were assured 
abortion remained legal 
in the state.

Dr Yashica Robinson, 
who provides abortions 
in Huntsville, said her 
clinic similarly fielded 
calls from frightened pa-
tients.

“This is a really sad 
day for women in Ala-
bama and all across the 
nation,” she said. 

“It’s like we have just 
taken three steps back-
wards as far as women’s 
rights and being able to 
make decisions that are 
best for them and best 
for their families.” But 
Robinson said the bill is 
also having a galvanising 
effect. With phone lines 
jammed, she said mes-
sages came streaming 
across their fax machine.

“We had letters com-
ing across the fax just 
asking what they can 
do to help and telling us 
they are sending us their 
love and support our 
way,” Robinson said.

At least 10 
reported 
trapped in 
Shanghai 
building 
collapse
Shanghai, May 16 
(AFP): At least ten con-
struction workers were 
trapped in the rubble of 
an industrial building 
that collapsed in Shang-
hai on Thursday as it was 
undergoing renovation, 
according to Chinese me-
dia reports.

The accident oc-
curred around 11:00 am 
(0300 GMT) in an area 
of central Shanghai, with 
Chinese news outlet The 
Paper saying at least four 
people were rescued from 
the collapsed structure.

North Korea says it is suffering 
worst drought in decades

Trump to visit S Korea for talks 
on North’s nukes: White House

Trump to provide rare look of 
finances in disclosure report

New york, May 16 
(AP): President Donald 
Trump’s latest financial 
disclosure report is ex-
pected to provide a rare 
glimpse into whether his 
presidency has helped or 
hurt his hotels, golf re-
sorts and other parts of 
his business empire.

The report, which is 
filed with the Office of 
Government Ethics and 
set for release Thursday, 
will be closely studied 
for changes in revenue at 
key properties in 2018, 
including his Mar-a-La-
go resort in Palm Beach, 
Florida, his Washington, 
D.C., hotel and his Doral 
golf resort in Miami.

Experts say the 
Trump business has tak-
en a hit from the presi-
dent’s divisive policies 
and rhetoric, though 
the Trump Organization 
says much of the busi-
ness is fine.

Trump’s biggest rev-
enue generator among 
his golf properties, Doral, 
took in USD 75 million in 
revenue in 2017. By com-
parison, Trump’s “Sum-
mer White House,” his 
golf club in Bedminster, 
New Jersey, generated 
USD 15 million.

Mar-a-Lago took in 
USD 25 million in 2017 
and his Washington ho-

tel generated USD 40 
million.

In total, the disclo-
sure report for 2017, 
released a year ago, 
showed Trump’s assets 
including books he has 
written, licensing deals 
and other business ven-
tures generated revenue 
of at least USD 453 mil-
lion. The report estimat-
ed the assets were worth 
at least USD 1.4 billion.

While Trump has not 
released his tax records, 
he has been filing finan-
cial disclosure reports 
since he ran for presi-
dent.

The latest report, 
listing 2018 figures, will 
allow for the first time 
a 12-month comparison 

with a previous year. 
Trump’s report released 
two years ago stated es-
timates for revenue over 
16 months.

A key part of the re-
port released last year 
was a footnote listing 
a reimbursement of as 
much as USD 250,000 to 
Trump’s former personal 
lawyer Michael Cohen. 
Cohen, who is serving 
three years in prison 
for campaign finance 
violations among other 
crimes, admitted paying 
hush money during the 
presidential campaign to 
silence Stormy Daniels, 
the porn actress who al-
leges she had sex with 
Trump. The president 
has denied that he had 

an affair. The reports 
filed with the govern-
ment ethics agency each 
year are for revenue, not 
profits, and the figures 
are given in ranges and 
so provide only a partial 
picture of the finances of 
Trump and other execu-
tive branch officials who 
file them.

When Trump took 
office, he refused to ful-
ly divest from his global 
business, a break with 
presidential tradition. 

Instead, he put his as-
sets in a trust controlled 
by his two adult sons 
and a senior executive. 
Trump can take back 
control of the trust at any 
time, and he’s allowed to 
withdraw cash from it.

Washington, May 16 
(AFP): President Donald 
Trump will visit South 
Korea in June to meet 
with his counterpart 
Moon Jae-in over their 
efforts to persuade North 
Korea to scrap its nucle-
ar weapons arsenal, the 
White House has said.

It will be the second 
meeting between the 
pair since the collapse 
of a summit between 
Trump and North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong Un in 
Hanoi in February after 
they failed to reach a deal 
on denuclearisation.

“President Trump 
and President Moon will 
continue their close co-
ordination on efforts to 
achieve the final, fully 
verified denuclearisation 
of the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea,” 
the White House said in 
a statement on Wednes-
day, using North Korea’s 
official name.

The dovish South 
Korean president, who 
has long backed engage-
ment with the nucle-
ar-armed North, bro-
kered the talks process 
between Trump and 
Kim, which led to their 
first landmark summit 
in Singapore last June.

But security allies 
Seoul and Washington 
have at times appeared 
to diverge on their ap-
proach to Pyongyang, 
and Seoul’s simultaneous 
announcement of the vis-

it was noticeably differ-
ent in its phrasing.

A statement issued 
by the South’s presiden-
tial office said the two 
leaders will discuss “es-
tablishing a lasting peace 
regime through the com-
plete denuclearisation 
of the Korean peninsula” 
-- rather than the North 
specifically.

The “denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean pen-
insula” was the term 
used in the joint state-
ment signed by Kim and 
Trump after their first 
summit in Singapore.

But it is a phrase open 
to wide interpretation, 
and the process has be-
come bogged down as 
the two sides disagree 
over what it means.

In the past, Pyong-
yang has argued it must 
include the removal of 
Washington’s nuclear 
umbrella over the South 
and the 28,500 US troops 
stationed in the country.

When US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
visited the North’s tra-
ditional ally Russia this 
week, Moscow’s veteran 
foreign minister Sergei 
Lavrov told him: “The 
leadership of DPRK ex-
pects certain guarantees 
of security of their coun-
try reciprocated by denu-
clearization, and that de-
nuclearization should be 
expanded over the whole 
of the Korean Peninsula.” 

The White House said 

Trump’s trip to South Ko-
rea would combine with 
his visit to nearby Japan, 
where he will attend a 
G20 summit in Osaka on 
June 28-29.

The Hanoi summit 
between Trump and 
Kim broke up after the 
pair failed to agree on 
what Pyongyang would 
be willing to give up in 
exchange for relief from 
sanctions imposed over 
its nuclear and missile 
programmes.

Since then, Moon has 
tried to salvage diplo-
macy between the two 
mercurial leaders and 
flew to Washington last 
month for a brief meet-
ing with Trump.

His attempts have so 
far proved futile, with 
Pyongyang raising the 
pressure earlier this 
month week by launch-
ing short-range missiles 
in its first such test since 
November 2017.

North Korea has re-
peatedly warned that it 
could take a different ap-
proach if Washington did 
not change its stance on 
sanctions by the end of 
this year.

In a move that could 
further stoke tensions, 
the US announced the 
seizure of a North Ko-
rean cargo ship for vi-
olating international 
sanctions, which was 
slammed by Pyongyang 
as an “unlawful and out-
rageous act”.

Seoul, May 16 (AP): 
North Korea has said 
it is suffering its worst 
drought in nearly four 
decades amid reports of 
severe food shortages.

The official Korean 
Central News Agency 
said an average of 54.4 
millimeters (2.1 inches) 
of rain fell throughout 
the country in the first 
five months of this year. 
It said that is the lowest 
level since 1982, when 
North Korea received 
51.2 millimeters (2 inch-
es) of rain on average 
during the same period.

The report came on 
Wednesday after UN food 
agencies said in a joint 
assessment earlier this 
month that about 10 mil-

lion people in North Korea 
were facing “severe food 
shortages” after the coun-
try had one of the worst 
harvests in a decade. In 
February, North Korea’s 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, Kim Song, issued 
an unusual appeal for ur-
gent food assistance.

North Korean offi-
cials have blamed the 
food shortage on bad 
weather and internation-
al economic sanctions 
that were toughened af-
ter the country conduct-
ed a series of high-profile 
nuclear and missile tests 
in recent years.

In a high-stakes sum-
mit in Vietnam in Feb-
ruary, President Donald 
Trump rejected North 

Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un’s call for an easing of 
the sanctions in return 
for dismantling his main 
nuclear complex, a par-
tial disarmament step.

KCNA said the 
drought is expected to 
continue until the end of 
May. North Korea’s main 
Rodong Sinmun newspa-
per reported Wednesday 
that officials and work-
ers are attempting to 
find new water sources 
and mobilise pumps and 
irrigation equipment to 
minimise the damage to 
agriculture. North Korea 
suffered a devastating 
famine in the mid-1990s 
that is estimated to have 
killed hundreds of thou-
sands of people.
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EtCETERA

SO CHIC!   The model, Romee Strijd steps out 
on a sunny day in France during the 72nd annual 
Cannes Film Festival. 
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AriES: With Venus on tour through Ari-
es since April 20, you’ve been speeding 
along the romantic superhighway. Per-
haps you’ve been pressuring your S.O. to 
commit to a goal, or maybe you’ve been 
in “love ‘em and leave ‘em” bachelor(ette) 
mode. Today, as la love planet slips into 
sensual Taurus until June 8, you’ll slow 
your roll. The next few weeks are about 
appreciating the small and sensual things 
together, like delicious meals, conversa-
tions that connect you and ambling hand 
in hand.
TAURUS: Winning people’s hearts and 
minds? You’ve got that dialed in starting 
today as your cosmic ruler, captivating Ve-
nus, grooves into Taurus until June 8. You 
could start your own charm school—and 
don’t be surprised if admirers emerge out 
of thin air. Since Venus also rules your 
highest values, use these weeks to filter 
out the people and things you don’t want 
in your world, from artwork you’ve out-
grown to friends who drain your energy.
GEMINI: Cupid takes aim at your heart 

and fires off his love arrows as sensual Ve-
nus sashays into Taurus and your twelfth 
house of fantasy until June 8. You’re ready 
and willing to be swept away, Gemini, but 
don’t fall for any old charmer who gallops 
up on a white steed. You’re susceptible to 
illusion under this transit, so while you 
do need to let down the drawbridge (dis-
cerningly), you don’t want to slip into that 
river called Denial.
CANCEr: Seeking your soulmate? Look 
no further than your own inner circle (or 
your iPhone) over the next few weeks as 
love planet Venus makes her annual orbit 
through your eleventh house of friends 
and technology until June 8. Single Can-
cers could meet intriguing prospects 
through group hangs or a new dating app. 
Already attached? Lunge into spring train-
ing by doing more outdoorsy activities with 
your sweetie or spending more social time 
with your blended friend groups. 
lEO: There’s no other way to say this, Leo 
- you’re in the mood for love. Tonight you 
may feel a strong urge to be with your 

partner. If there isn’t one in your life, you 
should take steps to correct that. You may 
meet someone who sweeps you off your 
feet. You want to be head-in-the-clouds in 
love, which is the only way to be!
VIRGO:
You have a generous spirit, Virgo, which 
could get you into trouble if you aren’t 
careful. When you get a gift of money or 
even a hint of one, your tendency is to buy 
presents for all your friends. It’s hard to 
fault you for this, but there are other ways 
to show your affection. You could bake 
cookies to distribute, for example. This 
will keep your money safe and earning 
interest.
liBrA:  You’re ready for a career change, 
Libra, or at least a change of venue. Have 
you considered telecommuting one day per 
week? That might give you the variety you 
seek without needing to find a new job. You 
may meet someone today or in the near fu-
ture who will have a dramatic influence on 
your career decisions. Listen carefully.
SCOrPiO: What is your dream, Scorpio? 

Answer that question as specifically as 
possible today, then set about attaining 
that goal. All signs indicate that whatever 
you begin today will pay off big time. Even 
though you may feel that your dreams 
are too ambitious, there’s no need to feel 
overwhelmed. Vow to take things one 
step at a time. Keep in mind the old adage, 
“Once begun is half done.”
SAGITTARIUS: This may seem odd, Sag-
ittarius, but you may not be the person 
you think you are. There are indications 
that you have hidden talents. If they come 
out today, no one will be more shocked 
than you! This could take your career in 
an entirely new direction. Strategize ways 
to incorporate this talent into your career. 
Your work will take on a new dynamic, 
and you will take a major leap forward.
CAPriCOrN: You’re about to experience a 
major change in your life’s direction, Cap-
ricorn, and it may occur today. Keep your 
mind open to all sorts of possibilities. You’re 
likely to receive some important informa-
tion. Of course, you may not realize its im-

portance right away. It’s only with the pas-
sage of time that you will look back on this 
event as pivotal. Make sure you don’t miss it.
AqUARIUS: Is Maison d’Aquarius home 
sweet home, or could it stand some 
sprucing up? Whether you just need a 
fresh coat of paint or a radical makeover, 
Venus’ three-week tour of your domestic 
zone until June 8 is sure to call forth your 
interior decorator. Browsing the shelter 
blogs and Pinterest or just pulling paint 
swatches from Home Depot will set your 
imagination racing.
PiSCES:   Don’t hold back, Pisces! While 
charismatic Venus tours your expressive 
third house until June 8, people will be 
hanging on your every word. The love 
planet can also help you communicate 
your amorous desires—because, no, peo-
ple can’t actually read your mind. Let your 
love interest know what you fancy for din-
ner or in the boudoir. Single and wading 
in the online dating pool? Upload a sexy 
new profile picture and start swiping 
right with abandon.

Britney Spears’ manager says 
singer may never perform again

Famke Janssen joins 
‘The Postcard Killings’

Mithun Chakraborty’s next 
to be horror-comedy

Over 2 lakh ‘Game of Thrones’ fans sign petition 
to remake final season with ‘competent makers’

los Angeles, May 16 (PTI): Over two 
lakh fans of “Game of Thrones” across 
the world have signed an online petition 
urging HBO to remake the eighth and 
final season of the epic fantasy series 
with “competent writers”.

The petitioner, Dylan D 
started the appeal to HBO 
on Charge.org after the pre-
miere of the penultimate 
episode of the show, “The 
Bells” led to be one of its 
most divisive chapters.

Showrunners David Be-
nioff and DB Weiss have 
been under fire for below 
par script writing and poor 
portrayal of women in the fi-
nal season of the HBO series, 
based on author George RR 
Martin’s book series “A Song 
of Ice and Fire”.

The petition, titled “Re-
make ‘Game of Thrones’ 
Season 8 with competent 
writers”, reads the showrunners have 
displayed incompetence in the absence 
of “source material”.

“David Benioff and DB Weiss have 
proven themselves to be woefully in-
competent writers when they have 
no source material (ie the books) to 
fall back on.

“This series deserves a final sea-
son that makes sense. Subvert my 
expectations and make it happen, 
HBO!” it reads.

In season five, the makers had Mar-

tin’s most recent volume of the series, 
“A Dance with Dragons”, for script ad-
aptation, till the point when Jon Snow is 
killed. After that the showrunners dealt 
with the series on their own.

Martin recently trashed reports 
which claimed he had finished writ-
ing the final two books in the saga 

but plans to release them after the 
TV series is complete.

Calling the reports “absurd”, the 
70-year-old reiterated that books 
are not yet finished. He said delaying 

the release of the books makes no 
sense financially. The network and the 
showrunners never asked him to delay 
his books, he added.

Over 227,000 signed the petition at 
the time this report was filed. 

The season finale of “GoT” premieres 
next week.

los Angeles, May 16 (PTI): 
“X-Men” star Famke Jans-
sen has boarded the cast of 
crime thriller “The Postcard 
Killings”.

According to Variety, the 
actor will star opposite Jef-
fery Dean Morgan in the film.

The story follows Jacob 
Kanon (Morgan), a hard-
ened New York detective, 
in search of the person re-
sponsible for the murder of 
his only daughter.

Janssen plays Valerie 
Kanon, the mother of their 
now deceased child.

The plotline adds: Across 
Europe, newlywed cou-
ples are being targeted in a 

string of bizarre homicides 
that leave the young victims’ 
bodies looking like copies of 
great works of art.

Danis Tanovic is directing 
the movie, which is produced 
by Good Films’ Miriam Segal 
alongside Paul Brennan, Pe-
ter Calvin Nelson and Leop-
oldo Gout.

Connie Nielsen, Denis 
O’Hare, Naomi Battrick, Ruai-
ri O’Connor, Sallie Harmsen, 
Eva Rose and Joachim Krol 
are also part of the cast. 

The film, based on the 
James Patterson and Liza 
Marklund bestseller of the 
same name, will be shot in 
Norway and Sweden.

Mumbai, May 16 (PTI): 
Actor Mithun Chakraborty 
has signed a horror-comedy, 
which is scheduled to begin 
production by July-August. 

The actor, who was seen 
on the screen in “Tashkent 
Files”, has been away from 
the spotlight for a while re-
portedly due to his ongoing 
treatment for back pain. 

He will next be seen in-
”Bhootiyapa”, which features 
him along side comedians 
Krushna Abhishek, Sugand-
ha Mishra and Rajiv Thakur. 
The film is directed by Manoj 
Sharma.  “When I narrated 
the film to Mithun da, he was 
very excited! He is absolute-
ly fit and fine and told me he 
loved the script. I am thrilled 
to direct him and I think it 
will be a fun ride for all of us,” 
Manoj told PTI. 

The director said Mithun 

will be in the role of a man 
who invites three stand-up 
comedians for a private per-
formance in his mansion. 

“We are trying something 
new with the film, the genre of 
horror-comedy is new and we 
have a fantastic story and the 
cast to make it entertaining.”  
Manoj is hoping for an April 
2020 release for the film.

los Angeles, May 16 (PTI): Britney Spears’ 
longtime manager Larry Rudolph has said the 
singer may never perform again.

Rudolf, whose association with the singer 
goes back as far as her debut album “Baby... 
One More Time”, in 1999, said he wants her to 
find a “peaceful, happy” place.

“I’ve been with her for two-
thirds of her life. I look at her al-
most like I look at my own daugh-
ter. It’s very emotional for me... and 
really rough. Personally, I want for 
her to just find a peaceful, happy 
place whatever that means for her. 
It’s not about a career anymore it’s 
about life,” he told Variety.

Spears, who recently post-
poned her Las Vegas residency 
in the wake of her father’s Jamie 
Spears’ recent treatment for a ruptured co-
lon is scheduled to undergo psychological 
evaluation.

She reportedly told a judge that her fa-
ther forced her to enter a mental health facil-
ity and take medication against her will. The 
37-year-old singer had checked herself into a 
30-day programme in March in the midst of 
her father’s ongoing health issues.

Rudolf said the decision not to go ahead 

with the Vegas residency stemmed from the 
fact that she is “taking time to regroup and 
get her head together”. “She’s putting her-
self ahead of everyone else, and I’m proud 
of her for that. If she never works again, she 
never works again. My role is to handle her 

career when she wants a career. If she comes 
back strong and full of desire and passion 
and wants to do it, great. If she takes off six 
months or six years, it’s totally fine. To me, it’s 
about her finding her happy place,” he added.

Last month, fans protested Spears’ hold in a 
psychiatric facility with “Free Britney” banners, 
chanting slogans such as, “Hey, ho, Larry Ru-
dolph has got to go,” claiming it was her manag-
er’s decision to put the star in the facility. 


