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SIKKIM’S 7 MUNICIPAL BODIES GO TO POLL 

74.2% voter turnout 
recorded in Municipal polls

Gangtok, 31 Mar 
(IPR): Polling of three 
Urban Local Bodies in 
East District, which com-
menced at 8 am in all the 
54 Polling Stations, con-
cluded in a smooth man-
ner, today.

The first polling team 
to arrive in the Con-
ference Hall of District 
Administrative Centre, 
East after completion of 
polls was the team sta-
tioned at Power Secre-
tariat Room No I Polling 
Station under Gangtok 
Municipal Corporation. 
After thoroughly check-

ing the polled EVMs and 
polling materials, the 
same were handed over 
by the team to the con-
cerned officials in pres-
ence of Election Observ-
ers, MRO East and other 
officials.

Likewise, second 
polling team to report to 
the Conference Hall was 
the team stationed at Pal-
jor Namgyal Girls Senior 
Secondary School Upper 
Building Room No I Poll-
ing Station under Gang-
tok Municipal Corpora-
tion. The team arrived at 
around 6:08 pm.

Similarly, the last 
team to arrive in the 
Conference Hall was the 
team from... Polling Sta-
tion under... 

After receiving all 
polled Electronic Vot-
ing Machines (EVMs) 
and polling materials 
of all Polling Stations in 
East District for Munic-
ipal Elections 2021, the 
EVMs were stored in the 
Strong Room located at 
District Administrative 
Centre, East, today. The 
Strong Room was sealed 
under the supervision of 
MRO East Shri Ragul K. 

in presence of Election 
Observers, candidates 
and Election agents and 
is guarded by Sikkim 
Armed Police under 24x7 
CCTV surveillance. As a 
safety measures, the Fire 
tender has also been kept 
at DAC.

As per the report re-
ceived from MRO, East, 
the total percentage of 
vote cast for Munic-
ipal Elections 2021 
of Gangtok Munici-
pal Corporation was 
62.61% comprising 
of 63.92% male and 
61.22% female voters.

Likewise, total poll 
percentage of Sing-
tam Nagar Panchayat 
was 71.11% compris-
ing of 72.99% male and 
68.93% female voters.

Rangpo Nagar Pan-
chayat recorded the to-
tal vote percentage of 
77.83%, out of which 
77.97% were male and 
77.67% female voters re-
spectively. 

Municipal Return-
ing Officer East also in-
formed that the EVMS 
will be taken out on 3rd 
April 2021(counting day) 
for counting of votes.

2 new cases, 980 vaccinated 
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 31 Mar: 

The fight against COVID-19 in Sik-
kim continued with 980 more per-

sons getting vaccinated against the virus 
in different parts of the State on Tuesday. 
Of the 980, 815 persons received the first 
shot of the vaccine and 165 persons have 
completed their vaccination schedule 
with the second dose.

In his daily health bulletin on 
Wednesday, Health Department State 
IEC Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia 
mentioned that 646 persons [508 
first dose & 138 second dose] in East 
District, 310 persons [233 first dose & 
17 second dose] in West District and 
24 persons [14 first dose & 10 second 
dose] in North District were provided 
with COVID vaccines. 

While giving details of catego-
ry-wise break-up, he mentioned that 99 
healthcare workers [71 first dose & 28 
second dose], 153 frontline workers [58 
first dose & 95 second dose], 153 per-

sons [145 first dose & 08 second dose] 
in age group of 45 to 59 years and 575 
persons [541 first dose & 34 second 
dose] in age group of 60 years & above 
were vaccinated for COVID-19.

In the meantime, two new cases of 
novel coronavirus have been reported 
in the last 24 hours in Sikkim. The new 
cases were reported from the testing 
of 173 samples on Tuesday and both 
cases were found in RT-PCR testing of 
143 samples. 

Mr Bhutia mentioned that one per-
son from Daragaon Jorethang in South 
District and one primary contact from 
Pakyong in East District reported pos-
itive for COVID-19.

There are now 47 active cases 
of coronavirus in the State with the 
release of three more persons from 
home isolations on Tuesday. Sikkim’s 
tally of confirmed cases of COVID-19 
has now reached 6235, which also 
includes 5955 recovered cases of 
COVID-19. 

Gyalshing Nagar Panchayat 
records 72% voter turnout

80% voter turnout in Mangan

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 31 Mar:  

Voting for four wards 
under Mangan Nagar 

Panchayat of North Sikkim 
went off peacefully today 
starting from 8 am in the 
morning. Interestingly, the 
polling booth at MNP build-
ing for Lower Mangan Ba-
zaar ward had all women 
officials and even the candi-
dates were all women.   

Ward no.1 Upper 

Mangan Bazaar, which 
has a total of 387 vot-
ers, saw voter turnout of 
82.13%.

Ward no. 3 Power 
Colony which has 186 
voters saw voter turnout 
of 84.41% while 77.11% 
of voters turned up to 
vote at Ward no. 4 Ringz-
ing Namgyal Marg which 
has 402 voters. 

With the highest num-
ber of 564 voters, Ward 

no. 5 Lower Mangan Ba-
zaar saw the lowest voter 
turnout of 76.77%. 

Municipal Returning 
Officer cum DM North, 
Tenzing T Kaleon and 
the Election Observer 
North, DB Rawat visited 
every polling booth to 
ensure smooth polling.  
There was strict police 
patrolling in the District 
ensuring fair and peace-
ful election.   

Gyalshing, 31 Mar (IPR):  
The maximum voters un-
der 06-Gyalshing Nagar 
Panchayat cast their 
votes for Municipal Elec-
tion 2021 at their respec-
tive polling booths, today.

The Election proceed-
ings commenced accord-
ing to the guidelines of 
State Election Commis-
sion with the Mock Poll 
started exactly at 7 am in 
all the polling booths and 
the actual poll started 
sharply at 8:00 am.

Gyalshing Nagar Pan-
chayat consisting of five 
wards is contesting only 
for four wards as 01- Kyo-
ngsha ward was declared 
uncontested and the elec-
tion process for the same 
remains abolished. 

Following are the 
polling booths according 
to their respective wards 
and the total votes turn-
out percentage after clos-
ing the polls .

1. SPWD, AE Office, 
for 02-Byadong. Out of 
276 voters, 211 voters 
exercised their voting 
rights. Male- 107, Female 
- 104. The total vote turn-
out percentage is 76% 
for the said ward.

2. Community Hall, 
Gyalshing Room No.l for 
03-Naya Bazaar. Out of 
526 voters, 381voters 
exercised their voting 
rights. Male -198, Female 
-183. The total vote turn-

out percentage is 72% 
for the said ward.

3. Community Hall, 
Gyalshing Room No. ll 
for 04-Central Gyalshing. 
Out of 835 voters, 566 
voters exercised their 
voting rights. Male - 301, 
Female - 265. The total 
vote turnout percentage 
is 68% for the said ward.

4. Community Hall, 
Gyalshing Room No. lll 
for 05-New Gyalshing. 
Out of 512 voters, 398 
voters exercised their 
voting rights. Male - 204, 
Female -194. The total 
vote turnout percentage 
is 78% for the said ward.

The overall voting 
percentage for Municipal 
Election 2021 pertaining 
to Gyalshing Nagar Pan-
chayat is 72%.

Afterwards, the polled 
EVMs were sealed, signed 
in presence of Candi-
dates/Election Agents 
and escorted to the strong 
room located at District 
Administrative Centre in 
the supervision of Sector 
Magistrate, Sector Officer 
and other authorized gov-

ernmental officials along 
with the video and photo 
evidence taken by IPR De-
partment. Before storing 
in the strong room all the 
sealed EVMs and polling 
materials were checked 
and received by the offi-
cials of Election Depart-
ment, West in presence of 
MRO and ARO, West. En-
try to the strong room is 
restricted and guarded by 
the police personnel 24x7.

The National Informa-
tion Centre (NIC), Rab-
dentse provided technical 
support and internet facil-
ity in the control room.

The Municipal Elec-
tion 2021 proceedings 
pertaining to Gyalshing 
Nagar Panchayat was 
conducted in free, fair 
and unbiased manner 
following the Covid-19 
guidelines strictly. 

During the course of 
polling, Election Observ-
er for (West), Municipal 
Returning Officer and As-
sistant Returning Officer 
paid their visit to all the 
polling booths to super-
vise the election process

70.87% voter turnout in Namchi 
Municipal Council, 75.58% for NJNP

BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 31 Mar: 
Voting for the two Ur-
ban Local Bodies in 
South Sikkim, Nam-
chi Municipal Council 
(NMC) and Naya-Bazar 
Jorethang Nagar Pan-
chayat (NJNP), was held 
today. 

Voting in all the 
wards commenced from 
8 am in the morning af-
ter 'mock poll' and con-
cluded at 5 pm as was 
notified. 70.87% of the 
total voters cast their 
votes in NMC while the 
total voter turnout in 
NJNP was 75.58%.

Voting for NMC was 
conducted at 01 Gang-
yap Ward, 02 Dambu-
dara Ward, 03 Upper 
Ghurpisey Ward and 
05 Boomtar Ward with 
the highest number of 
voters being recorded 
in 02 Dambudara Ward 
and the lowest number 
of voters in 03 Upper 
Ghurpisey Ward. 

Voting for NJNP was 
conducted at 02 Tri-
kaleshwar Ward, 03 
Daragaon Ward, 04 Ma-

jhigaon Ward and 05 
Naya-bazar Ward with 
the highest number of 
voters being recorded 
in 04 Majhigaon Ward 
and the lowest number 
of voters being from 02 
Trikaleshwar Ward.

All the polling teams 
handed the Polled Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
along with other polling 
materials to the con-
cerned officials in the 
Control Room at District 
Administrative Centre 
Namchi, which along 
with Polling Materials 
were stored and sealed 
in the strong room. 

The counting of 
votes for two urban 
bodies in South Sikkim; 
NMC and NJNP will be 
held on 03 April 2021 
at DAC, Namchi Confer-
ence Hall. The strong 
room shall be opened 
at 7:30am on the same 
day.

The polls were held 
today without any in-
terruption or distur-
bance and following all 
COVID-19 protocol in 
the places of polling. 
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

NHPC takes over Jal Power Corp
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 Mar:

NHPC took over Jal Pow-
er Corporation Ltd. on 

31 March after payment 
of resolution amount of Rs 
165 Crore into the Lenders 
designated account. 

The handing over/
taking over ceremony 
was carried out in the 
presence of Director (Fi-
nance), NHPC, RP Goy-
al, Director (Projects), 
Biswajit Basu and oth-
er senior officers from 
NHPC, Secure Financial 
Creditors from PFC and 
PNB and Resolution Pro-
fessional. CMD, PFC, R.S. 
Dhillon, was also present 
on the occasion.

Jal Power Corpora-
tion Ltd. is developing a 
120 MW Rangit Stage-IV 
Hydroelectric Project in 
the State of Sikkim. The 

Company is currently 
undergoing Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution 
Process (“CIRP”) which 
was initiated on April 
09, 2019 vide an order 
of NCLT. PFC and PNB 

are the financial Credi-
tors. NHPC’S Resolution 
Plan was approved by 
NCLT vide order dated 
24.12.2020 and upload-
ed at NCLT website on 
07.01.2020. The award 

cost of the Project ap-
proved by NCLT is Rs. 
165 Crore. Investment 
approval of Govt. of India 
conveyed on 30.03.2021 
for acquisition and exe-
cution of balance works 

of Rangit-IV HE Project, 
120 MW with estimated 
cost of Rs. 938.29 Crore 
at Oct, 2019 price level. 
The balance works of the 
project will be completed 
in a period of 38 months. 

SGPC urges UN to declare 2021 
as int'l human rights year

Amritsar, Mar 31 (PTI): 
The SGPC has asked the 
centre to repeal the re-
cent farm laws, in a set 
of resolutions that also 
urges the UN to declare 
2021, the 400th birth 
anniversary year of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, as the 
International Human 
Rights Year .

The agriculture 
could not be ignored in 
the country as farmers 
feed the country and the 
world by producing food 
grains after great diffi-
culties. The black laws 
passed by the Centre are 
going to ruin the farmers, 
so they should be with-
drawn immediately," the 
SGPC said in a resolution 
on Tuesday.

The SGPC urged the 
United Nations to de-
clare the year 2021 as 
the International Human 
Rights Year in another 
resolution, passed over 
a month ahead of the 
400th birth anniversary 
of the ninth Sikh Guru.

The resolutions were 
moved by Bibi Jagir Kaur, 
chief of the Shiroma-
ni Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee, an apex 

gurdwara body, and were 
passed by its members.

In its resolution on 
the celebration of the 
Guru Tegh Bahadur's 
birth anniversary, the 
SGPC also asked the Cen-
tre to establish a unique 
monument of the ninth 
Guru on the lines of 'Vi-
rasat-e-Khalsa' at Sri 
Anandpur Sahib, dedicat-
ing it to his 400th birth 
anniversary.

The resolution also 
demanded large scale 
development of all his-
toric sites related to Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, including 
his birthplace Gurdwara 
Guru Ke Mahal in Am-
ritsar and Gurdwara Sis 
Ganj Sahib, the shrine 
built in Delhi to commem-
orate his martyrdom. The 
day of martyrdom of the 
ninth Guru should be cel-
ebrated as 'Religious Tol-
erance Day' and the Cen-
tre should make the holy 
'baani' (Gurbani writings) 
of the ninth Guru avail-
able in libraries all over the 
world by translating them 
into major languages of the 
world, the resolution said.

All these works 
should be done under the 

supervision of the SGPC, 
it added.

The resolution also 
asked the Centre and 
the state governments to 
declare the SGPC as the 
nodal body for the fourth 
birth centenary celebra-
tions of the ninth Guru, 
to be held at home and 
abroad.

Apart from this, the 
road from Agra, the place 
of the arrest of the ninth 
Guru, to his martyrdom 
site at Delhi, should be 
declared as 'Sri Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Sahib 
Marg' and from Delhi to 
Sri Anandpur Sahib as 
'Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Sahib Sis Marg', as his 
holy 'Sis' (head) was car-
ried on this route after 
the martyrdom, the reso-
lution said.

A resolution was also 
passed for the reopening 
of the Kartarpur corridor.

The resolution on 
the farm laws also con-
demned the death of 
a youth Navreet Singh 
during the farmer tractor 
rally in Delhi on January 
26 and demanding an 
impartial inquiry into the 
matter. 

Firing in Barrackpore 
during filing of nomination 

by BJP candidate

Over 6.43 crore Covid 
vaccine doses administered 

in India so far: Centre

Barrackpore, 31 Mar 
[PTI]: There was firing 
during a clash between 
alleged workers of the 
Trinamool Congress and 
BJP at Barrackpore in 
North 24 Parganas on 
Wednesday when the 
BJP's Bijpur candidate 
Subhranghsu Roy went 
to file his nomination pa-
pers for the West Bengal 
asembly poll, police said.

Mr Roy said he was 
heckled when he came 
out of the SDO office af-
ter filing his papers and 
stones were thrown at 
him.

Vehicles parked in 
the area were damaged 
in the clash and police 
resorted to lathicharge to 
control the situation, an 

official of the force said. 
A person was detained 
in connection with the 
clash and a firearm was 
seized, the police said.

None was injured in 
the firing, while a couple 
of persons were injured 
in the clash, it added.

BJP and the TMC have 
blamed each other for 
the clash and the Election 
Commission has sought a 
report on it from the dis-
trict administration.

Subhrangshu Roy, 
formerly of the TMC, is 
the son of BJP national 
vice-president Mukul 
Roy, who is himself in 
the fray from Krishnagar 
Uttar constituency. Elec-
tion at Bijpur is slated for 
April 22.

New Delhi, 31 Mar 
[PTI]: The cumulative 
number of COVID-19 
vaccine doses adminis-
tered in the country has 
crossed 6.43 crore, the 
Union health ministry 
said on Thursday.

A total of 6,43,58,765 
vaccine doses have been 
given, according to the 
provisional report till 7 
pm.

These include 
82,47,288 healthcare 
workers (HCWs) who 
have taken the first dose 
and 52,38,705 HCWs 
who have taken the sec-
ond dose, 91,34,627 
frontline workers (FLWs) 
who have received the 
first dose, 39,23,172 
FLWs who have taken the 
second dose.

Besides, 3,00,39,599 
and 86,869 beneficiaries 
more than 60-years-old 
have been administered 
the first and second 
dose, respectively while 
76,74,934 and 13,571 
individuals aged 45 to 69 
with specific comorbid-
ities have taken the first 
and second dose, respec-
tively, according to the 
ministry.

"Total 13,04,412 vac-
cine doses were given till 
7 pm on Thursday, the 
seventy fifth day of the 

nationwide COVID-19 
vaccination. Out of which, 
11,07,413 beneficiaries 
were vaccinated for the 
first dose and 1,96,999 
beneficiaries received 
second dose of vaccine 
as per the provisional re-
port," the ministry said, 
adding that final reports 
would be completed for 
the day by late night.

The 11,07,413 in-
clude 6,68,177 beneficia-
ries aged above 60 and 
3,21,977 people aged 45-
60 with comorbidities 
who were administered 
the first dose.

The 1,96,999 indi-
viduals include 38,367 
people aged above 60 
years and 6,747 people 
aged 45-60 with comor-
bidities who took the sec-
ond dose.

The countrywide vac-
cination drive was rolled 
out on January 16 with 
healthcare workers get-
ting inoculated and vac-
cination of the frontline 
workers started from 
February 2.

The next phase of 
COVID-19 vaccination 
has commenced from 
March 1 for those who 
are over 60 years of age 
and for people aged 45 
and above with specified 
comorbid conditions.

Nearly 500 children tested positive 
for COVID-19 this month in Bengaluru

Interest rates on small savings cut, 
PPF down from 7.1% to 6.4%

Bengaluru, 31 Mar 
[PTI]: Karnataka's cap-
ital, Bengaluru, is see-
ing a huge surge in the 
COVID-19 numbers and 
children are not being 
spared in this spike. As 
per the data released on 
Tuesday evening, Of the 
nearly 2,000 positive cas-
es, 50 were children un-
der the age of ten years. 
Around 500 children 
have tested positive for 
the highly contagious vi-
rus so far this month.

The city corporation, 
however, says there is no 
real surge in the cases 
among the very young.

"Since March 1, we 
have tested nearly 32,000 
school students. Out of 
this, only 121 tested pos-
itive - just .38 per cent (of 
total cases). So, we can 
clearly say that children 
are not infected in large 
numbers in Bengaluru," 
Manjunath Prasad, the 
outgoing Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike 

(BBMP) Commissioner, 
told NDTV.

He said the group 
which is getting affected 
in the city is between the 
age of "20 to 40 years".

The reopening of 
schools for some grades 
makes the situation dif-
ferent from last year 
when cases increased 
in the first wave. At that 
time, a lockdown was in 
place and schools were 
closed. Additionally, chil-
dren are out of the house 
now more often now as 
compared to the days of 
the lockdown.

Karnataka Chief 
Minister BS Yediyurap-
pa had made it clear 
that despite the rising 
numbers, the schools 
would stay open.

"If children come to 
school they will be in 
one place with discipline. 
If they are at home they 
will be mixing with ev-
erybody. It is good for 
schools to continue from 

the point of view of con-
trol. Exams will be held 
in 15 days," said Mr Yedi-
yurappa.

Mr Prasad felt the 
same. "The situation 
does not warrant closing 
of schools for now," he 
said.

However, not all stu-
dents and parents are 
convinced.

Kanchana was pick-
ing up her child from 
school when she told 
NDTV, "Better to close 
the school - we should 
take care. And there are 
aged persons at home. "

Viriksha, a student, 
said, "In our school, so-
cial distancing is not be-
ing maintained. There 
are more corona cases 
and they are not testing 
also."

With Covid protocols 
not always observed, 
everyone is vulnerable 
- and that includes the 
youngest members of 
our society.

New Delhi, 31 Mar 
[PTI]: Interest rates on 
small savings received a 
huge cut on Wednesday 
with the government 
announcing interest on 
savings deposit will now 
be down from 4 per cent 
to 3.5 per cent annually, 
while Public Provident 
Fund or PPF will be down 
from 7.1 per cent to 6.4 
per cent.

From Thursday - the 
beginning of the new 
financial year, National 
Savings Certificate (NSC) 
will get an interest of 5.9 
per cent and the Sukan-
ya Samriddhi Yojana will 
fetch an interest rate of 
6.9 per cent.

The interest rate for 
the five-year Senior Citi-
zens Savings Scheme, paid 
quarterly, has been low-
ered to 6.5 per cent. The 

interest rate on Kisan Vi-
kas Patra (KVP) has been 
cut to 6.2 per cent.

The interest rate on 
post office savings de-
posits has been struck 
down to 3.5 per cent 
while term deposits of 
one-to-five years will 
fetch interest rate in the 
range of 4.4-5.1 per cent, 
to be paid quarterly and 
the interest rate on five-

year recurring deposit 
will be 5.8 per cent.

This is the second 
time the government 
has cut interest rates on 
small savings schemes 
in the past one year. In 
the April-June quarter 
of 2020-21, the govern-
ment had slashed rates 
of small savings schemes 
by 70-140 bps (100 bps = 
1 per cent).
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R.O No. 276/IPR/PUB/Classi Dated: 31.3.21

Running for Virginia Lt Guv 
to help every American 

share opportunity, blessing: 
Puneet Ahluwalia

I am convinced that captaincy will 
make Pant a better player: Ponting

Jigmee Youngda Bhutia wins 
Tripura Body Building C’ship

32 contestants in Miss Sikkim, 
Mr and Miss Teen Sikkim

SAATHI premieres film 
on substance abuse

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 31 Mar: 

Thirty-two contestants 
are all set to hit the 

ramp to lift the title of 
Miss Sikkim 2021, Mr 
Teen Sikkim 2021 and 
Miss Teen Sikkim 2021 
in the grand finale of this 
beauty pageant to be 
held on 03 April here at 
Manan Kendra. 

The grand finale has 14 
finalists in Miss Sikkim, 10 
in Miss Teen Sikkim and 
08 contestants in Mr Teen 
Sikkim. The 8th edition of 
Miss Sikkim & 2nd edition 
of Mr Teen Sikkim and 
Miss Teen Sikkim is being 
organised by an Gang-
tok-based event manage-
ment firm, Positude.

Finalists are present-
ly undergoing grooming 
sessions under mentor 
Anisha Chettri and make-
up artist and fashion 
choreographer, Johnny 
D'Ascoli. As a part of the 
grooming session, con-
testants interacted with 
media persons here on 
Wednesday afternoon, 
where they shared their 
experiences so far in this 
contest and their views 
and opinions on various 
issues.

Positude proprietor, 
Bijay Subba mentioned 
that finalists in three cat-
egories have been short-
listed from more than 
100 aspirants who par-
ticipated in the audition 

rounds of the beauty pag-
eant. He informed that 
auditions for contestants 
from East & North Dis-
tricts was held at Gang-
tok while Namchi hosted 
auditions for contestants 
from South & West Dis-
tricts.

The grand finale will 
have a panel of judges 
comprises of Miss Diva 
Supranational 2020 
Aavriti Choudhary, 
Bollywood Choreogra-
pher, Sushma Sunam 
and Apparel Training 
& Design Centre Prin-
cipal, Rinzing Bhutia. 
The grand finale is also 
scheduled to be joined 
by representatives from 
organisers of Miss India. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 Mar:

SAATHI premiered a 
movie called “SAATHI 

– My Friend” at the Con-
ference Hall of Educa-
tion Department on 
30 Mar, a press release 
informs. The movie is 
based on true stories of 
substance abuse.  

Along with this mov-
ie, an animation on 
Overdose Management 
which has been made in 
local language was also 
launched. The film was 
made in collaboration 
with Purvim Production 

led by Kalden Gyatso 
Bhutia and Takzen Lep-
cha. 

The students of Mod-
ern Govt Sr Sec School, 
Tadong Govt Sr Sec 
School and Bojoghari 
Govt Sr Sec School also 
feature in the movie and 
animation.

SAATHI teacher coor-
dinator of Modern Govt 
Sr Sec School, Bishal Dar-
nal has volunteered in 
the movie.

During the event, 
testimonials were also 
launched by chief guest, 
Additional Chief Secre-

tary, GP Upadhyaya along 
with other officials of 
Education Department. 
The officials from Health 
& Family Welfare Depart-
ment and SCERT were 
also present. 

Additional Chief 
Secretary, GP Upadha-
yaya appreciated the 
movie, animation and 
testimonials made by 
SAATHI and said that 
these will be an asset 
for our schools. He em-
phasized on usage of 
digital media and ask 
everyone to support 
SAATHI program. 

Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): Delhi Capitals 
head coach Ricky Ponting is convinced 
that leading the side in the upcoming 
season of the Indian Premier League 
will make swashbuckling wicketkeep-
er-batsman Rishabh Pant an even bet-
ter player.

Pant was named the captain of Delhi 
Capitals for the upcoming IPL after reg-
ular skipper Shreyas Iyer was ruled out 
of the tournament after he injured his 
left shoulder during the recently-con-
cluded England's tour of India.

"Unfortunate that Shreyas will miss 
the tournament, but looking forward to 
seeing @RishabhPant17 grab his op-

portunity. It's well deserved for his re-
cent performances and he's coming in 
with a lot of confidence. I'm convinced 
captaincy will make him an even better 
player," Ponting tweeted.

The highly-rated Pant has been in 
sensational form across formats this 
year. He played match-winning knocks 
of 97 and unbeaten 89 in the third and 
the fourth Test against Australia to help 
India clinch the Border Gavaskar Tro-
phy Down Under. He followed that up 
with a brilliant century against England 
in the fourth Test in Ahmedabad, forc-
ing the selectors to include him in the 
white-ball squads. 

Washington, Mar 31 
(PTI): Indian-American 
businessman and com-
munity leader Puneet 
Ahluwalia, who is run-
ning for the powerful 
office of the Virginia 
Lieutenant Governor, is 
seeking to bring diversity 
in the country's political 
landscape at a time when 
there is a sudden na-
tional surge in violence 
against the Asian-Ameri-
can community.

The Republican Party 
is slated to pick its nom-
inee for the Lieutenant 
Governor at a hybrid con-
vention on May 8.

I came to this coun-
try with almost nothing, 
built a business, married 
a wonderful woman who 
also immigrated, and 
raised a beautiful family, 
Ahluwalia told PTI ahead 
of the convention.

Nadia (his wife who 
is an Afghan-American) 
and I have had our strug-
gles along the way - as 
every family does. And, 
like most people of co-
lour, we've occasionally 
faced bias and prejudice, 
but we've never lost sight 
of the blessings we've en-
joyed by being citizens of 
this wonderful country, 
Ahluwalia said.

Over the past several 
months, he and his team 
of volunteers have been 
crisscrossing the entire 
state of Virginia cam-
paigning on his platform 
to create jobs and eco-
nomic book of Virginia.

Now, I'm running for 
Lieutenant Governor. 
One reason is because I 
want to help every Amer-
ican share in the oppor-
tunity and blessing of 
America - no matter the 
colour of their skin, the 
language they speak, or 
the country where they 
were born, he said.

A successful busi-
nessman, Ahluwalia has 
been with the Republican 
Party for 20 years.

I'm convinced our 
economic wellbeing and 
the future of our families 
depends on upholding 
the fairness and freedom 
that America stands for 
when it stands at its best. 
We are a country of law 
and order, he said.

He noted that his par-
ty has not been able to 
reach out to other ethnic 
and religious minorities 
in the state.

The tone matters. The 
conditioning matters. 
It's a matter of reaching 
out to them. This is not 
a matter of policy, he 
said, adding that the Re-
publican Party's policy 
perfectly fits with the im-
migrant community, the 
ethnic communities like 
Asian-Americans.

Ahluwalia said there 
has been a great support 
to his candidacy not only 
from the rural Virginia, 
but also from the eth-
nic communities, be it 
the Indian-Americans, 
Afghan-Americans, Viet-
namese-Americans or 
Korean-Americans.

During his campaign-
ing, Ahluwalia said he 
finds that there has been 
an outpouring of sup-
port.

It was only a matter 
that we have not reached 
out to them earlier. There 
is a need for our leader-
ship to engage with them, 
he added.

More than 3,000 in-
cidents of abuse against 
Asian Americans were 
reported between March 
and December 2020, ac-
cording to Asian Amer-
ican advocacy groups. 
There were only 216 re-
ported cases in 2019, ac-
cording to FBI statistics.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 31 Mar: 

Jigmee Youngda Bhutia 
became the champion 

in 70 kgs category of the 
45th State Level Body 
Building Championship 
2020-21 of Tripura held 
on 28 March at ICFAI Uni-

versity campus. Jigmee 
Youngda hails from Mar-
tam in East District and 
is the son of Internation-
al athlete, Pema Dorjee 
Bhutia. He is presently 
pursuing his Master’s in 
Physical Education from 
Tripura University. 
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Planning Well Means 
Preparing for the Worst

Not everything can be left to fate because 
history carries enough lessons

An evening of torrential downpour over the week-
end scoured the roads, leaving the pock-marked 

with potholes and sinks. Driving anywhere in and 
around Gangtok on Saturday night was fraught with 
risks with roads in some of the outlying areas even 
cut-off for the night. It did rain heavy that night, 
but it was not the rain’s fault that roads took such a 
battering – what was reinforced was the failure of the 
capital’s drainage system (if at all it can be called that). 
These are technically not even the nor’westers yet and 
are still erratic westerly disturbances, but even if these 
carry such potential for damage, one shudders to think 
what June and July have in store. It is never too late to 
start learning, and it is even more apt when the worries 
of manmade disasters are discussed on the eve of the 
anniversary of what is probably the worst catastro-
phe of development. On that note, let us try and 
learn from the past in a distant land. 

On 26 April in 1986, the world’s worst nucle-
ar fallout took place at Chernobyl in what was still 
USSR. It was not a nuclear bomb that released radi-
ation several times higher than the atom bombs det-
onated over Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but a peaceful 
nuclear power plant. Most people have forgotten 
Chernobyl and to jog memories a bit it is worth re-
cording that Chernobyl had state of the art [even 
by present standards] safety mechanisms in place. 
The whole incident was a horrific accident; an ex-
periment that went wrong with no mala fide intent. 
An area extending 30 KMs on all sides of the reactor 
remains heavily poisoned, with officials estimating 
that it would not be safe for human life again for an-
other 20,000 years. On an aside, tourists though can 
make quick daytrips to the area which is also seeing 
some civil works to further contain the ground zero.

The reason remembering Chernobyl makes sense 
in Sikkim is because the State too is on a heightened 
development mode, a condition made risky by the 
short-cut engineering and still dodgy civil works. 
The lesson to be learnt from Chernobyl is not that 
things “go wrong,” rather, it is that things “could al-
ways go wrong.” We learn from the past, and not al-
ways our own, not to abandon ideas, but to avoid the 
mistakes. Sikkim has identified hydel as one of its 
thrust sectors for the economy. No one can fault this 
attention since better lettered experts have zeroed in 
on this option. What the State needs to ensure is that 
all worst-case-scenarios are identified and back-up 
plans worked-in in advance. This process has to be 
frank and open and every fear, no matter how far-
fetched it sounds, addressed and prepared for. It is 
still not too late to commission a study on post-hydel 
project situations [studying especially the already 
commissioned projects]. This study could delve into 
how the affected people adjusted to new lifestyles, 
how they managed their compensation kitties, how 
the projects affected the socio-cultural environment, 
what kind of unexpected fallouts came about etc. 
And it could also project the potential catastrophes 
that these manmade interventions can wreck. We 
get a sense of this aspect being addressed from the 
several NDRF disaster drills being undertaken at 
settlements along rivers which have hydel projects 
upstream. While these drills are welcome, one won-
ders if there is any science being deployed to the 
scale of manmade disasters being prepared for.

Here, one would also like t reiterate that if the 
hydel lobby was so worried with the risks posed by 
the Mantam lake to projects downstream, how is it 
that the dams, which hold back much more water, 
are not flagged for the risks they pose. Again, not 
necessarily because of faulty design, but because 
of scenarios they are not adequately prepped for 
like a mega-quake of a massive landslide into the 
reservoir itself.

Agreed, our country does not believe in such 
preparations, but that does not mean that Sikkim 
should not? The area of study is still very manage-
able and even a small team of dedicated scholars 
[it has to be scholars, not bureaucrats or ex-hydel 
sector employees] can carry out such a study and 
the findings could end up ensuring that develop-
ment happens at minimal human cost in Sikkim, and 
the State continues to show the nation how things 
should be done. 

It is time that Sikkim realized that uninformed 
decisions and not preparing for the worst leaves 
everyone vulnerable. Take Gangtok’s example, it 
was allowed to urbanise in a free for all, and now, 
everything from fighting fires to fleeing earthquakes 
to avoiding landslides and repairing roads presents 
a logistical nightmare. Had the planners planned at 
least with the obvious threats in mind, Gangtoki-
ans would not find themselves in a situation where 
all they can do is build and pray. All developmental 
works for the future should rely more on planning 
and not just the grace of guardian deities.

The WHO Report Into the Origin of the 
Coronavirus is Out. Here’s What Happens Next

A Shocking Statistical Fact that Will Change the 
Way You Think About the Gender Pay Gap

DOMINIC DWYER
theconversation.com

The World Health Organization (WHO) over-
night released its report into the origins of the 

coronavirus, a report I contributed to as a member 
of the recent mission to Wuhan, China.

The report outlines our now well-publi-
cised findings: SARS-CoV-2, the virus that caus-
es COVID-19, most likely arose in bats, and then 
spread to humans via an as-yet unidentified inter-
mediary animal. The evidence we have so far indi-
cates the virus was possibly circulating in China in 
mid-to-late November 2019. We considered viral 
escape from a laboratory extremely unlikely.

However, the release of the report prompt-
ed governments, including in the 
United States, United Kingdom 
and Australia, to share their con-
cerns over whether investigators 
had access to all the data. The joint 
statement also called for greater 
transparency when investigating 
pandemics, now and in the future.

SO WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Our report also recommended 

what research is needed for a more 
complete picture of the origins of 
the coronavirus.

The key focus of this next stage 
of investigations is looking at what 
happened before people realised 
there was a clinical problem in De-
cember 2019, not just in China but 
in other countries with early cases, 
such as Italy and Iran. This would 
give us a more complete picture of 
whether SARS-CoV-2 was circulat-
ing earlier than December 2019.

For instance, if we just focus on 
China for now, we know there were 
influenza-like respiratory illness-
es in Wuhan in late 2019. In fact, 
we looked at data from more than 
76,000 cases for the WHO report, to 
see whether these could have been 
what we now call COVID-19. But work is already un-
der way to re-analyse those data using different tech-
niques, to see if we’ve missed any earlier cases.

Talks are also under way to see whether blood 
donations in China in 2019 can be analysed to see if 
they contain antibodies to SARS-CoV-2. This would 

tell us whether the people who donated those sam-
ples had been infected by the virus. These types of 
investigations take time.

Then there’s what we can learn from molecu-
lar epidemiology (the genetic makeup of the virus 
and its spread). For instance, if we find a lot of vari-
ation in the genetic sequence of early samples of 
SARS-CoV-2, this tells us there had already been 
transmission for some time. That’s because the vi-
rus doesn’t mutate unless it infects and transmits. 
We can use modelling to say what might have hap-
pened up to three or more weeks beforehand.

We also need to link those molecular epidemi-
ology data to actual clinical data. Until now those 
data have largely been separate, with the molecu-
lar data held in research or university laboratories 

and the patient data held elsewhere. We need to 
make those connections to tell us which infections 
were related, and how far back in time they go.

There are also many biological samples sitting 
in laboratories around the world that we need to 
analyse, and not just in Wuhan. So we have to do 

a bit of detective work to locate them and analyse 
them to understand the pattern of disease and to 
help sort out the origin. There is no central database 
of samples and what antibodies or genetic material 
they might contain. For instance, there are SARS-
CoV-2 positive blood donations in the US and France, 
and cases in Italy, and there’s sewage testing in Spain. 
These are places with early outbreaks of respiratory 
illnesses that may help us find out if SARS-CoV-2 was 
circulating earlier than we first thought.

We also need more studies into the role of fro-
zen food products in transmitting the virus. Al-
though we considered the “cold chain” a possible 
pathway to transmission, we still don’t know how 
big a factor this was, if at all.

Finally, there’s ongoing sampling of animals and 
the environment for signs 
of SARS-CoV-2 or related vi-
ruses. Can we find the parent 
virus (the one that eventually 
mutated into SARS-CoV-2) in 
a bat in a cave somewhere? 
Where do we look? At bats 
across Southeast Asia, Cen-
tral Asia, into Europe? We 
need to look at the range of 
these bats and where they 
live. These types of investiga-
tions can take ages.

Can we find the virus in 
an intermediary animal, and 
if so, what type of animal and 
where? Again, these are diffi-
cult studies to set up.

COOPERATION NEEDED
The key here is to keep 

trying to work together and 
avoid the over-politicisation 
of the whole exercise.

Rather than blaming gov-
ernments, we need to foster 
cooperation and trust be-
tween investigators, between 
and within countries. This not 
only helps us during this pan-
demic; it’s the key to managing 

future pandemics. The more cooperative we are, the 
more likely we are to get the best results. We have to 
make sure politics doesn’t muck that up.

[the writer is Director of Public Health Pathology, 
NSW Health Pathology, Westmead Hospital and 

University of Sydney, University of Sydney]

ROBERT BREUNIG & 
YINJUNJIE ZHANG
theconversation.com

Domestic violence committed on 
female partners in heterosexu-

al couples occurs significantly more 
frequently when the woman earns 
more than the man — according to 
our findings about 35% more often.

Our research linking domestic vi-
olence to gender income balance is a 
world first.

We are astounded by the strength 
of the association.

The following graph tracks the 
probability of partner violence report-
ed by women against the share of a 
couple’s income earned by the woman.

It clearly illustrates a link.
It shows the likelihood of abuse 

increasing abruptly when a woman’s 
income is greater than that of her 
male partner.

While the probability of abuse 
against women seems to go back 
down to baseline levels once women 
earn 80% of income, it’s important to 
note that our estimates become very 
imprecise because of the small sam-
ple size above 75%.

Our data also sampled for inci-

dence of emotional abuse, finding a 
marked 20% increase in frequency 
of reports from females in heterosex-
ual couples in which female earnings 
were greater than male earnings.

KNOWN BUT NOT ACKNOWL-
EDGED

Previous research has shown that 
other negative markers – divorce and 
relationship breakdown levels, un-
happiness within relationships, etc – 
are also higher in relationships with a 
female earnings leader.

The data we examined, drawn 
from three waves of the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics’ Personal Safe-
ty Survey (2005, 2012 and 2016) 
showed the same patterns in abuse 
levels regardless of participants’ ab-
solute income or education, age or 
countries of birth. 

The frequency of reports of abuse 
made by males in heterosexual rela-
tionships bore no relation to relative 
income levels.

While our research is a world 
first, other research suggests our 
findings are understood if not widely 
acknowledged.

Responding to one global study, 
32% of Australian women agreed 
with the statement: if a woman earns 

more than her husband, it is almost 
certain to cause a problem.

Globally the figure is far higher — 51% 
of women agreed with the statement.

The strength of the norm that the 
man in a couple earns more than the 
woman is evidenced in data tracking 
the share of earnings contributed by 
the woman.

FEW WOMEN EARN MORE THAN 
THE MAN

This graph, created using 17 years 
of data from the Household, Income 
and Labour Dynamics in Austra-
lia survey, shows the proportion of 
couples in each income distribution 
range.

The significant bulge in the num-
ber of couples whose female partner 
earns slightly less than the male part-
ner suggests a gender norm inhibit-
ing women earning more than men.

Combined with the topography of 
domestic abuse emerging from our 
study it suggests that what we are 
seeing reflects reality and is not an 
artefact of female earnings leaders 
feeling empowered to report.

PROBABLY NOT A REPORTING 
EFFECT

Further evidence against this 
being a reporting effect is that the 

sharp spike in reports of domestic 
abuse about the 50% cut off occurs 
irrespective of income or education. 
It would be an odd kind of reporting 
issue if it wasn’t affected by income 
or education but solely by this cut off.

One sobering implication is that we 
can not assume that domestic violence 
will simply disappear as women’s la-
bour market prospects improve.

Gender norms might not evolve as 
quickly as women’s advances in earn-
ings and employment.

The norm that creates a bulge of 
working women earning less than 
their partners may be a consequence 
of society’s tacit acknowledgement of 
this fact.

One hope is that by recognising 
and highlighting this fact we are con-
tributing one of the missing puzzle 
pieces in the endeavour to under-
stand and close the gender pay gap.

[Robert Breunig is Professor 
of Economics and Director, Tax 

and Transfer Policy Institute, 
Crawford School of Public Policy, 

Australian National University; 
Yinjunjie Zhang is Research Fellow, 

Tax and Transfer Policy Institute, 
Crawford School of Public Policy, 

Australian National University]
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Worsening wildfires a reminder that the country lacks clear policies
CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
Kathmandu, 31 Mar [Kathmandu-
Post]: Hari Subedi, a member of a com-
munity forest group in Kawasoti, Nawal-
pur, is worried. Raging wildfire incidents 
in various community-managed forests in 
Nawalpur have troubled him.

Last week, there was a wildfire in a 
small patch of Shiva Community Forest, 
which is spread over 104 hectares.

“Luckily, we managed to put out the 
fire before it could spread,” said Subedi, 
who is a joint secretary of the forest user 
group. “This is happening every year. For 
nearly four months, we have to be alert for 
potential forest fire incidents.”

But fires in community forests in 
Nawalpur this season are not an anomaly.

Incidents of wildfire have been report-
ed from across the country.

As per data on forest fires accumulat-
ed by the Nepal Forest Fire Management 
Chapter, 524 fires were detected in Nepal 
in the 24 hours of March 25. Before that on 
Friday afternoon, forest fires had broken 
out at 437 places in 54 districts.

In Nepal, the wildfire season starts in 
November/December and continues until 
the onset of monsoon, which arrives in the 
country usually on June 10.

More than 2,500 wildfires have been 
reported from 73 districts so far this sea-
son.

Winter fire usually begins in mid-No-
vember, mostly in the mountain regions, 
whereas summer fires occur between 
March and mid-May in Tarai districts and 
the mid-hills. There have been forest blaz-
es reported in mountainous districts like 
Taplejung, Manang and Mustang as well.

The wildfire in Taplejung in the last 
week of December last year raged for sev-
eral days. Local authorities had to hire a 
helicopter to extinguish the fire.

By January, around 700 hectares of for-
est cover were burnt down by a wildfire 
that had been raging in Manang district 
for two months. The wildfire had started 
in November last year.

In Myagdi, wildfires have been raging 
in over two dozen community and nation-
al forests, wildlife reserves and conserva-
tion areas for the past few days, leaving au-
thorities struggling to control the flames.

Wildfire means that valuable forest, 
resources that it provides and bio-diversi-
ty that it sustains are burnt to ashes. The 

burning of forests also releases many pol-
lutants into the air, which can have a direct 
and adverse impact on human health.

Last year, the BBC reported that smoke 
from burning forests can linger in the at-
mosphere for weeks, travelling thousands 
of miles and harming the health of popula-
tions living far away.

A study released earlier this month 
concluded that tiny particles released in 
wildfire smoke are up to 10 times more 
harmful to humans than particles released 
from other sources, such as car exhaust.

Over the past few days, various cities, 
including the capital Kathmandu, have 
been covered in smoke, caused by raging 
wildfires across the country. Pollution has 
reached hazardous levels, forcing the gov-
ernment to order a shutdown of schools.

The Health Ministry has issued an 
advisory urging people to avoid outdoor 
activities as much as possible and wear 
masks and take other precautions.

“The country has been experiencing 
a harsh impact of wildfires in the form of 
dense haze and smoke. This is a visible 
environmental and public health impact,” 
said Birendra Kumar Karna, a senior re-
searcher with the Forest Action Nepal, a 
non-profit working in the areas of forest-
ry, agriculture and climate change. “There 
have been instances when forest fires have 
reached human settlements and killed 
people and livestock. Besides, forest fires 
burn medicinal plants, rare and endan-
gered species of plants and wild animals."

Though forest fires are classified as 
natural disasters, only a fraction of them, 
around 10-15 percent, are caused natu-
rally. The majority of fire incidents result 
from human causes—such as burning of 
forests to hunt wild animals or clearing 
land for farming. Discarded cigarette butts 
are also among the biggest causes of forest 
fires.

Wildfires occur naturally mostly 
during dry weather and drought condi-
tions, which can turn green vegetation so 
dry that it becomes flammable fuel. Strong 
winds, which can spread fire rapidly, and 
warm temperatures, which make combus-
tion easy, then are the perfect recipe. It 
just needs a spark and it can be caused by 
lightning or discarded cigarette butts or 
sometimes even with a collision between 
rocks.

Forest fires have been a recurring prob-

lem for the country, with a green cover of 
nearly 45 percent. Every year, the country 
loses around 200,000 hectares of forest 
area to wildfires—a major challenge for 
forest and biodiversity conservation.

Despite its annual occurrences, the 
state has not paid adequate attention to 
the management of wildfires, whereas 
forest fires have only got more disastrous 
every year, according to experts.

This year, a dry winter season, exacer-
bated the situation.

According to Madhukar Upadhya, a 
climate change expert and watershed 
management practitioner, while wildfires 
have become more intense and frequent 
in recent years, the response to tackle the 
disaster remains insignificant.

“I have seen forest fires in Shivapuri, in 
the north of Kathmandu, where it would 
remain for a few days and extinguish,” said 
Upadhya, who is also a columnist for the 
Post. “Nowadays, forests continue to burn 
for several days.”

According to Sundar Prasad Sharma, 
an expert on forest fire who voluntarily 
manages data related to wildfire and in-
curred losses, 225 incidents of forest fires 
in 51 districts were reported on Sunday.

“The number of forest fires came down 
on Monday afternoon when wildfire in-
cidents occurred at 115 places in 34 dis-
tricts,” Sharma told the Post. “Wildfire is 
raging across the country although it has 
mostly affected central and western dis-
tricts like Parsa, Chitwan, Makawanpur, 
Kailali and Kanchanpur.”

While forest fires result in biodiver-
sity losses, experts say there is a direct 
correlation between wildfires and so-
cio-economy. Estimates suggest wild-
fires in Nepal cause an annual income 
loss of Rs5,000 per household, equiva-
lent to 7.32 percent of the annual gross 
domestic product per capita.

Upadhya, the climate change expert, 
says prolonged burning of forests lately 
is related to the economic transformation 
the country has seen.

“First, there are not enough youths 
or people in general who would go out 
in the jungle to put out the fire as in the 
past,” Upadhya told the Post. “Then, as 
dependence on forest for resources like 
firewood and dried leaves has reduced, it 
led to fuel deposition in forests. With dry 
mass stored and dry winter, chances of 

forest fire became higher.”
According to Upadhya, since people 

are not rearing cattle like in the past and 
they do not take their livestock for grazing 
out in the jungle, they have become less 
concerned about forests.

“As a result, there are more and pro-
longed forest fires,” said Upadhya.

The government, however, says it has 
come up with a plan to minimise forest fire 
incidents.

The government recently transferred 
Sundar Prasad Sharma, the forest fire fo-
cal person at the Department of Forests, to 
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Authority under the Home 
Ministry.

Sharma has been tasked with leading 
the mechanism under the Home Ministry 
for fighting wildlife incidents.

“The Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Ministry of Forests and Environment have 
started working in tandem now,” said 
Sharma, who assumed his new role on 
Monday. “We will be working to develop a 
long-term strategic plan for combating the 
wildfire problem.”

Experts, however, say authorities 
must work fast and implement their pro-
grammes before it’s too late besides put-
ting in place mechanisms for prompt re-
sponse to the incidents of forest fires.

“The government authorities have 
been doing nothing other than writ-
ing letters or issuing orders,” said Up-
adhya. “Authorities have no idea how 
to put out a fire if it spreads massive-
ly. We should not be surprised if the 
government authorities come out and 
extend an excuse, saying even Cali-
fornia and Australia could not control 
forest fires.”

While uncontrolled wildfires can be 
dangerous, destroying valuable resourc-
es, forest fire does have its benefits for 
the ecosystem as well. Forest fires release 
valuable nutrients stored in the litter on 
the forest surface and also support new 
growth of vegetation.

Experts say given the trend, more and 
prolonged wildfires can be expected in the 
country in the coming days and one of the 
most immediate measures the authorities 
must put in place is a quick response team 
equipped with training.

“Such response teams can be quickly 
deployed to the incident site to minimise 

the damage, as it is easier to put out a fire 
before it spreads to a larger area,” said 
Karna the researcher. “Other small mea-
sures could be constructing ponds, as we 
may not have resources to fly helicopters 
to douse the fires, as they do in western 
countries.”

In Nepal, communities usually are the 
first responders in the event of a forest 
fire. But without proper training and a 
lack of equipment and gear, casualties are 
often reported.

The worst wildfire in recent years was 
recorded in 2009 when 49 people, includ-
ing 13 Nepal Army personnel, died in Ra-
mechhap while fighting wildfire. In 2016, 
15 people were reported dead due to wild-
fires.

This year at least three people have 
been killed in forest fire incidents.

According to data compiled by Sharma, 
at least 107 deaths due to wildfires have 
been reported from 2005 until March 26 
this year.

After a hot and dry winter season, 
which only received 25 percent of normal 
rainfall during the period, a dry and hot 
pre-monsoon (March to May) has been 
predicted leading to drought, drying up of 
natural springs, increased fire and wildfire 
incidents.

“The pre-monsoon has been predict-
ed to be dry again. As dryness is likely to 
continue for some more time, leading to 
drought, chances of wildfire staying lon-
ger are high. Then, its impacts will go be-
yond haze and smoke; livelihoods will be 
affected hugely,” said Upadhya, the climate 
change expert. “Wildfire or fire hazards 
incidents, in general, have not drawn the 
state’s attention. The state has to mobilise 
human resources to deal with deadly fire 
incidents.”

Without any proper mechanism to 
deal with forest fires, the only way such 
raging fires can stop is when the monsoon 
arrives.

“Every time monsoon comes, wildfires 
naturally come under control. The issue is 
forgotten until the next season of wildfires 
which then again wreak havoc,” said Upa-
dhya. “There is neither institutional mech-
anism nor policies for directly handling 
wildfires. The least the authorities could 
do is raise awareness among the commu-
nities and penalise those involved deliber-
ately causing wildfires.”

Bangladesh's finest short 
stories now in new book

Dalai Lama 
wishes 
speedy 
recovery to 
President 
Kovind
Dharamshala, Mar 31 
(PTI): The Dalai Lama 
on Wednesday wished a 
speedy recovery to Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind 
after his successful by-
pass surgery.

I pray for your speedy 
recovery, the Tibetan 
spiritual leader wrote to 
President Kovind.

The Dalai Lama 
wished speedy recovery 
to the President while 
describing him as an old 
friend .

I feel privileged to 
have known you for 
many years and count 
you as an old friend, he 
said.

President Kovind 
had on Tuesday under-
gone successful bypass 
surgery at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS) in Delhi, a 
statement issued by the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan had 
said earlier.

ECI removes Bengal returning officer, 2 others

EC orders transfer of two 
West Bengal police officers

New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): The Election 
Commission has or-
dered the transfer of 
the sub-divisional po-
lice officer of West 
Bengal's Haldia and the 
circle inspector of Ma-
hishadal in the state's 
Purba Medinipur dis-
trict to non-election 
assignments following 

inputs provided by its 
special observers.

In separate letters to 
the chief secretary and 
the chief electoral officer 
of West Bengal on Tues-
day, the EC said SDPO, 
Haldia, Barun Baidya 
should be replaced by 
Uttam Mitra. Similarly, 
Circle Inspector, Mahi-
shadal, Bichitra Bikas 

Roy should be replaced 
by Inspector, Jalpaiguri 
Circuit Bench, Sirshen-
du Das.

Assembly elections 
are being held in West 
Bengal in eight phases. 
While the first phase of 
polling for the elections 
was held on March 27, 
the second phase will be 
held on April 1.

Kolkata, Mar 30 (PTI): 
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) on 
Tuesday removed three 
officials including the 
returning officer of the 
Ballygunj assembly con-
stituency in Kolkata, ac-
cording to an order.

The two other of-
ficials are the Sub-di-
visional Police Officer 
(SDPO) of Haldia and the 

Circle Inspector (CI) of 
Mahishadal in Purba Me-
dinipur district.

Arindam Mani, who 
has been posted in the 
same office for more 
than 10 years and is cur-
rently the returning offi-
cer of the Ballygunj seat, 
shall be transferred to a 
non-election post imme-
diately, the ECI stated in 
a communication to the 

West Bengal CEO.
The ECI also sought a 

panel of three officers for 
filing the returning offi-
cer's post at the earliest.

It also removed 
Haldia SDPO Barun 
Baidya and replaced him 
with Uttam Mitra.

The BJP recently 
lodged a complaint with 
the CEO alleging that 
Baidya is close to the rul-

ing Trinamool Congress. 
He shall not be given in 
any election-related post 
till the completion of the 
polls, the order said.

The ECI also removed 
CI of Mahishadal, Bichitra 
Bikas Roy, and brought in 
Sirsendu Das in his place.

Das is currently post-
ed as the inspector at the 
circuit bench in Jalpaigu-
ri, the order stated.

New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): A new book has 
brought together some 
of the finest fiction sto-
ries from Bangladeshi 
authors as the country 
celebrates 50 years of its 
independence.

"The Demoness - The 
Best Bangladeshi Stories, 
1971-2021" has 27 such 
stories in English includ-
ing Kazi Nazrul Islam's 
masterpiece "The Demo-
ness", Akhtaruzzaman 
Elias's "The Raincoat" 
and Shawkat Ali's "The 
Final Resting Place".

Niaz Zaman has se-
lected and edited the 

stories in the book, pub-
lished by Aleph Book 
Company.

Zaman, who retired 
as Professor of English at 
the University of Dhaka, 
and currently serves as 
the advisor, Department 
of English at the Inde-
pendent University, Ban-
gladesh, said the book 
is a mix of stories from 
young and seasoned 
writers.

"It was difficult to lim-
it my choice to the twen-
ty-seven stories included 
in this selection... Among 
these writers are both 
senior writers, some of 

whom have passed away, 
as well as younger writ-
ers who are making their 
mark on the Bangladesh 
literary scene," Zaman 
said.

"Nevertheless, the 
stories in this volume 
are, in my view, excep-
tional in subject, theme, 
and style. Interesting on 
their own, taken togeth-
er, they reveal a picture 
of this land and its peo-
ple," Zaman, the author 
of the award-winning "A 
Divided Legacy: The Par-
tition in Selected Novels 
of India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh", said.

Bangladesh just cel-
ebrated its 50 years of 
independence on March 
26 and the birth cente-
nary of the Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Zaman said Bangla-
deshi stories refer to sto-
ries written in a political 
and linguistic space.

"It refers to Bengali 
short stories written by 
persons associated with 
the land that gained its 
independence from Paki-
stan in 1971 and came to 
be known as Bangladesh. 
They are not all contem-
porary stories written 
post-1971, but predate 
the creation of Bangla-
desh," she said.

"They include East 
Pakistani writers, 
whose roots were in 
the land now known 
as Bangladesh, as well 
as writers from West 
Bengal who migrated 
to East Pakistan in the 
wake of the Partition 
in 1947. Or, in the case 
of Kazi Nazrul Islam and 
Syed Mujtaba Ali, who 
became citizens after 
1971," she added.
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Barty, Medvedev rise to challenge 
on tough day at Miami Open

Miami, Mar 31 (AP): Aryna Sabalen-
ka clearly labored in the final set of 
her match. Frances Tiafoe seemed 
to barely have the energy needed to 
reach the post-match handshake.

Conditions were tough at the Mi-
ami Open.

The top seeds, however, were up 
to the challenge.

World No. 1 Ash Barty of Austra-
lia won the final nine points to finish 
off the seventh-seeded Sabalenka 
in a three-set women's quarterfinal 
Tuesday, while men's top-seeded 
Daniil Medvedev of Russia reached 
the quarters with a straight-set win 
over Tiafoe part of a day where the 
American men's contingent was 
pared from four to one, with Sebas-
tian Korda the lone round-of-16 sur-
vivor for the U.S.

The 20-year-old Korda stunned 
fifth-seeded Diego Schwartzman of 
Argentina 6-3, 4-6, 7-5 for the big-
gest win of his career to date. And 
it'll make for an interesting Thurs-
day for the Korda family: he'll be in 
the Miami quarterfinals that day 
while his sisters, Jessica and Nelly, 
will be playing in the first round of 
the first women's golf major of the 
year, the ANA Inspiration.

"Sebi is a guy who is going to be 
special, man," Tiafoe said.

Korda, whose father Petr Korda 
reached No. 2 in the world during 
his stellar career, put on a show to 
delight the evening crowd. He was 
broken at 5-4 in the third to give 
Schwartzman hope, then responded 
by breaking the Argentine right back 
and finally serving out the match.

By then, it was maybe a bit cooler 
than the brutal conditions that play-
ers endured in the day session but 

still tough, which Korda appreciated.
"I love the heat and I love the hu-

midity. The hotter it is, the more hu-
mid it is, the happier I am," said Kor-
da, who faces fourth-seeded Andrey 
Rublev of Russia in the quarterfinals.

Rublev beat Marin Cilic 6-4, 6-4 
on Tuesday night.

After some early clouds cleared 
out and bright sunshine starting 
pounding down, the mid-afternoon 
temperature reached the mid-80s 
Fahrenheit (upper 20s Celsius) at 
Hard Rock Stadium and the humid-
ity made it feel even hotter.

Barty didn't wilt, ousting Sa-
balenka 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-3 for her third 
three-set win in four matches at the 
tournament. Medvedev beat Tiafoe 
6-4, 6-3, and has gone 10-1 in sets 
against the American in their past four 

head-to-head matchups. "Everywhere 
in the world there are different con-
ditions and at times it suits you more 
than other places," Barty said.

"I feel like these are very familiar 
conditions for me. With the heat and 
humidity, it's very similar to Bris-
bane where I grew up and what I 
was born and bred and trained in my 
whole life."

Barty faced seven break points 
in the match and saved them all. 
She'll meet No. 5 seed Elina Svitolina 
in Thursday's semifinals; Svitolina 
eased past Anastasija Sevastova 6-3, 
6-2 on Tuesday night to make the fi-
nal four in Miami for the first time.

Barty is now 18-3 in her past 21 
three-setters, 10-1 in her past 11 
quarterfinal matches and 12-3 in her 
past 15 meetings against fellow top-

10 players. And she ran her winning 
streak in Miami to 10 matches.

"I enjoy these courts," Barty said.
"You know, I enjoy the balls and 

how they are responsive to spin. A lot 
of different elements. But, you know, 
there are a lot of places around the 
world that I enjoy playing, and here 
is one of them."

Tiafoe was a quarterfinalist at 
Miami in 2019 and couldn't repeat 
that feat, nor John Isner. He wast-
ed a match point during a third-set 
tiebreak and fell to seventh-seeded 
Roberto Bautista Agut of Spain 6-3, 
4-6, 7-6 (7).

Bautista Agut will face Medvedev 
in the quarterfinals. Medvedev had 
11 aces and showed no signs of wear, 
two days after cramping in the heat 
during a third-round win. "I think 

we were both really tired, but I think 
we made an amazing show. ... I was 
really happy with my performance 
today," Medvedev said.

It was Isner's earliest Miami exit 
since 2017, when he lost in the third 
round. He won the tournament in 
2018 and lost the final in 2019 to 
Roger Federer in straight sets.

"He makes always difficult 
matches playing against him," Bau-
tista Agut said. "He has a very big 
serve and a lot of power from base-
line with the forehand. It makes it 
always difficult, no?"

Tiafoe needed a medical time-
out in the second set of his match, 
the heat and humidity taking its 
toll. He was up a break at the time, 
and the match simply slipped away 
from there. "I felt I couldn't really 
breathe," Tiafoe said.

"I felt like my heart was beating 
out of my chest. I was burping a lot, 
couldn't really settle myself. I burp a 
lot, haven't discussed it a lot, during 
these matches, but obviously today it 
was out of control."

No. 22 seed Taylor Fritz of the 
U.S. also bowed out, falling to No. 
32 Alexander Bublik of Kazakhstan 
6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-4. Bublik will face No. 
21 seed Jannik Sinner of Italy in the 
quarterfinals; Sinner advanced with 
a 6-3, 6-2 win over Emil Ruusuvuori 
of Finland.

No. 26 seed Hubert Hurkacz 
of Poland pulled off a mild upset, 
beating No. 12 Milos Raonic of Can-
ada 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (4). Hurkacz is off 
to the quarters to face No. 2 seed 
Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece, a 6-2, 
7-6 (2) winner over No. 24 Loren-
zo Sonego of Italy in the final match 
Tuesday night.

Five-time champions Mumbai 
Indians can do an encore

Looking 
forward 
to another 
unbeaten tour, 
in Argentina: 
Manpreet
Bengaluru, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Its morale high after an 
unbeaten tour of Europe, 
the Indian men's hockey 
team left for a competi-
tion trip to Argentina on 
Wednesday with captain 
Manpreet Singh opti-
mistic of a strong show 
against the reigning 
Olympic champions.

A 22-member Indian 
team left for Buenos Ai-
res from here this morn-
ing for its second outing 
in 2021 after an unbeat-
en tour of Europe last 
month where it took on 
Germany and Great Brit-
ain.

Returning to the In-
dian team after a year, 
Manpreet shared his 
excitement about play-
ing against a top-quality 
side.

"Not playing com-
petitive hockey for over 
a year has been a big 
setback but this is some-
thing every team in the 
world is facing due to 
the pandemic," Manpreet 
said in a press release is-
suing by Hockey India.

The six-match tour 
against hosts Argenti-
na includes four games 
matches apart from the 
back-to-back FIH Hockey 
Pro League matches on 
April 11 and 12.

"Though I missed 
out the Europe tour due 
to personal reasons, I 
was closely following 
the matches and it was 
very encouraging to see 
how the team performed 
against Germany and 
Great Britain. We are 
looking forward to yet 
another unbeaten tour," 
stated the optimistic cap-
tain.

The tour is largely 
being viewed as an ex-
posure for the team as it 
prepares for the Tokyo 
Olympic Games. Man-
preet believes it will be 
a great opportunity for 
the youngsters to prove 
themselves in the lead up 
to the Games.

"Quite a few young-
sters have been selected 
in the squad for this tour 
and I believe this will be 
a great opportunity for 
them to show their met-
tle against a top-quality 
team.

"Every opportunity 
we are getting in these 
challenging times is like 
a blessing and we need 
to make the most of it," 
he said.

Speaking about his 
personal goals, Manpreet 
said, "It has been a tough 
year for all of us. I think 
personally for me, over-
coming COVID last year 
was more of a mental 
battle than anything else.

"I was off hockey for 
nearly six weeks, but I 
was very fortunate to 
receive the best care, 
thanks to the efforts of 
Hockey India and SAI. 
Over these past few 
months, I have put in a 
lot of hardwork to return 
to my earlier form.

"This tour will not 
only be a good occasion 
for the team to assess our 
performance but also per-
sonally for me to under-
stand the areas I need to 
improve individually too.

Qualifiers: Ronaldo scores, 
Belgium and Dutch earn big routs

Madrid, Mar 31 (AP): Belgium and 
the Netherlands scored 15 goals com-
bined in big routs in World Cup qual-
ifying, while Portugal got one from 
Cristiano Ronaldo in its victory against 
a Luxembourg team that tinkered with 
another shock result.

Belgium crushed Belarus 8-0 to stay 
at the top in Group E, while the Dutch 
trashed Gibraltar 7-0 to go second be-
hind Turkey in Group G on Tuesday.

Minnow Luxembourg, which 
opened with a surprising win against 
Ireland, looked on its way to pulling 
off another upset after it took the lead 
against Portugal, but the visitors came 
from behind to stay at the top of Group 
A along with Serbia, which earlier de-
feated Azerbaijan with another double 
by Fulham forward Aleksandar Mitro-
vic.

It was a difficult first half," Portugal 
midfielder Renato Sanches said.

"Luxembourg started well, but I 
think we controlled the game. They had 
a set piece and scored, but I think that 
from that point on we controlled the 
game.

RONALDO SCORES AGAIN
After being held scoreless in the 

first two qualifiers this year, Ronaldo 
scored his 31st goal in World Cup qual-
ifying early in the second half in Portu-
gal's victory at Luxembourg.

He has now scored for Portugal in 
every calendar year since his first in-
ternational goal in 2004, and moved six 
away from tying the all-time scoring re-
cord for a men's national team. The re-
cord of 109 goals is held by former Iran 
striker Ali Daei, the only other male 
soccer player to surpass the 100-goal 
milestone.

Gerson Rodrigues had put the hosts 
ahead in the 30th minute but Diogo Jota 
equalized for Portugal in the second 
minute of stoppage time before Ronal-
do and Jo o Palhinha added second-half 
goals.

Portugal was coming off a 2-2 draw 
against Serbia. Both teams are tied with 
seven points each from three matches.

Ireland, the other Group A team, 
played a friendly against World Cup 
host Qatar and was held to a 1-1 draw, 
staying winless in 11 games under 
coach Stephen Kenny.

BELGIUM CRUISES
Hans Vanaken and Leandro Tros-

sard both scored a pair of goals as Bel-
gium trounced Belarus with four goals 

in each half.
I'm delighted with what I've seen 

from every player," Belgium coach Ro-
berto Martinez said.

I've seen players taking decisive 
roles, I was very pleased with the per-
formance of the young guys and how 
this group works together.

The home victory left Belgium three 
points ahead of the Czech Republic, 
which lost 1-0 at Wales thanks to a late 
Daniel James goal after an assist by Ga-
reth Bale.

Wales and Belarus are a point be-
hind the Czech Republic with a game in 
hand.

DUTCH ROUT
Gibraltar, ranked 195th in the 

world, kept the Netherlands largely at 
bay before the break but collapsed in 
the second half on the artificial turf of 
Victoria Stadium.

The visitors added to their 1-0 half-
time lead with four goals by the 64th, 
then got two more closer to the end.

Memphis Depay had a double for 
the Dutch, which trails Turkey by a 
point after three matches.

The goals came later than we had 
hoped, but at least they came, Depay 
said "We remained positive, and things 
came good in the end. The team spirit is 
great, and we have belief in ourselves.

Turkey missed a chance to earn its 
third straight win after squandering a 
2-0 lead in a 3-3 draw with Latvia.

MITROVIC THRIVING
Mitrovic continued his hot streak 

by scoring a double in Serbia's win at 
Azerbaijan.

He has scored five goals in the first 
three qualifiers. He also had a double 
in the opening 3-2 win against Ireland, 
and found the net once in the 2-2 draw 
against Portugal.

Mitrovic opened the scoring in the 
16th and netted the winner in the 81st 
after Azerbaijan had scored in the 59th.

RUSSIA LOSES
Like Turkey, Russia also missed a 

chance to win three straight to start its 
qualifying campaign, losing 2-1 to Slo-
vakia.

The result left the Russians tied at 
the top of Group H with Croatia, which 
got its second victory by beating Malta 
3-0.

Cyprus earlier defeated Slovenia 
1-0 for its first win in the group. It was 
the fifth consecutive away loss for Slo-
venia in World Cup qualifying.

Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Five-time defending 
champions Mumbai In-
dians have it them to do 
an encore in the upcom-
ing IPL.

A batting line-up dot-
ted with big power-hit-
ters along with the best 
death bowlers make re-
cord five-time winners 
MI a formidable unit.

However, the absence 
of quality spinners could 
hurt them from register-
ing a hat-trick of title tri-
umphs.

STRENGTHS:
After lifting the tro-

phy in 2019, Mumbai 
once again won in 2020 
when the lucrative league 
was shifted to UAE due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The win was built on 
the team's strength -- 
their core has remained 
the same over the years 
and this is one of the 
biggest reasons for the 
side's dominant run.

MI's batting is their 
biggest strength and they 
possess a solid opening 
duo in the form of skip-
per Rohit Sharma and 
South African Quinton De 
Kock, and if needed, have 
an option in Australian 
hard-hitting batsman 
Chris Lynn.

The ever-improving 
Suryamkar Yadav, young 
Ishan Kishan, both of 
whom starred on their 
India debuts, the Pandya 
brothers -- all-rounders 
Hardik and Krunal -- 
and West Indian Kieron 
Pollard, make for a very 
strong middle-order.

On the fast bowling 
front, the team possess 
one of the finest in Jasprit 
Bumrah, and the India 
pacer would be raring to 
go once again.

Last season's new 
addition, New Zealand's 
Trent Boult proved his 

worth by taking wick-
ets in the powerplay, in-
cluding in the big final. 
Add Australia's Nathan 
Coulter-Nile to it and it 
becomes a superb pace 
attack.

WEAKNESS:
Their problems could 

lie in the spin depart-
ment, which is a bit light, 
especially on Chennai's 
Chepauk track, which is 
usually slow and aids the 
tweakers. Lack of a wick-
et-taking spinner could 
hurt the Mumbai Indians' 
prospects.

Left-arm spinner 
Krunal, who was taken 
to the cleansers by the 
visiting England side in 
the ODI series, is more of 
a restrictive option and 
there is Rahul Chahar, 
one of the finds of the 
IPL.

Off-spinner Jayant 
Yadav played only two 
matches in the last sea-
son and it remains to be 
seen how many games he 
will get this time around.

Mumbai have roped 
in experienced leg-spin-
ner Piyush Chawla, but 
if the team persists with 

Krunal and Chahar, he 
could end up warming 
the benches.

Chawla, for the re-
cord, has 156 wickets in 
the IPL, the third high-
est for any bowler in the 
league's history.

Mumbai have a strong 
A side but don't have 
enough replacements for 
each slot and have rela-
tively young players as 
their bench strength.

OPPORTUNITY:
Given that all of Mum-

bai middle-order batters 
are big-hitters, this could 
give the side an advan-
tage over others, espe-
cially while chasing big 
totals at places like Chen-
nai and Bengaluru.

THREAT:
All this might ensure 

that Pollard will have to 
contribute with the ball 
too, and play the role 
of the fifth or the sixth 
bowler, depending on the 
playing XI that is fielded.

Pollard, who has been 
with Mumbai Indians for 
a considerable amount 
of time, is their sec-
ond highest run-scorer 
(3,023 runs) after Rohit 

Sharma (5,230 runs) and 
has grabbed 60 wickets.

Pollard has also 
smashed 198 sixes and 
is the second highest for 
his franchise after Rohit, 
who has hit 213 sixes.

The opponents could 
fancy their chances but 
MI definitely have the 
team to go for a sixth title 
and third on the row.

They start their cam-
paign against Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore in 
Chennai on April 9.

Squad: Rohit Sharma 
(Captain), Adam Milne, 
Aditya Tare, Anmolpreet 
Singh, Anukul Roy, Ar-
jun Tendulkar, Chris 
Lynn, Dhawal Kulkarni, 
Hardik Pandya, Ishan 
Kishan (wicket-keeper), 
James Neesham, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Jayant Yadav, 
Kieron Pollard, Krunal 
Pandya, Marco Jansen, 
Mohsin Khan, Nathan 
Coulter-Nile, Piyush 
Chawla, Quinton De Kock 
(wicket-keeper), Rahul 
Chahar, Saurabh Tiwary, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Trent 
Boult, Yudhvir Singh. Ma-
hela Jayawardene (Head 
Coach).
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ElseWhere
German unemployment 
slightly lower in March

Hungarian journalists demand 
access to COVID wards

BUDAPEST, Hungary 
(AP): More than two 
dozen Hungarian media 
outlets on Wednesday 
sent an open letter to the 
government demanding 
greater transparency 
and access to hospitals 
for journalists covering 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Only Hungary’s state 
media have been allowed 
inside COVID wards, and 
journalists have com-
plained that a govern-
ment order prohibiting 
medical staff from speak-
ing to reporters has made 
it impossible to report on 
worsening conditions in-
side hospitals, creating a 
false picture of the situa-
tion’s severity.

“Doctors and nurs-
es are not permitted to 
speak publicly while 
members of the press are 
not allowed into hospi-
tals, so we are unable to 
report on what happens 
there,” the letter reads.

The outlets — 28 in 
all - demanded that jour-
nalists be granted access 
to report on conditions 
in COVID-19 wards, and 
that medical staff, who 
are prohibited by minis-
terial decree from speak-
ing to the media, be per-
mitted to give interviews.

“Since people are cut 
off from this information 
... many are still down-

playing the dangers of 
the pandemic, and are 
not observing protective 
measures which is lead-
ing to more illness and 
thus an exacerbation of 
the pandemic,” the letter 
reads.

Viktoria Serdult, a re-
porter for online outlet 
HVG, one of the letter’s 
signatories, told The As-
sociated Press that ac-
cess to such information 
“is a basic right for all 
and can also play a role 
in saving lives.”

“It is not our job to 
create panic, but the lack 

of information can have 
serious consequences,” 
Serdult said.

A devastating surge 
in COVID-19 deaths and 
hospitalizations in Hun-
gary has put its under-
staffed hospitals under 
unprecedented strain. As 
a proportion of the pop-
ulation, more COVID-19 
patients are currently hos-
pitalized in Hungary than 
in any of the European 
Union’s other 26 countries 
except Bulgaria.

The surge showed no 
sign of abating Wednes-
day as the daily death toll 

set a new record at 302. 
Hungary continues to 
have the highest week-
ly death rate per capita 
in the world, according 
to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity.

The outlets also asked 
to be included, either in 
person or digitally, in the 
virtual press briefings of 
Hungary’s Emergency 
Task Force, which they 
say hand-picks questions 
sent in advance and of-
fers no opportunity for 
clarification.

“For me it is baffling 
why they did not intro-

duce a system that would 
make it possible for jour-
nalists to attend these 
events online,” Serdult 
said.

In a response to 
the letter, government 
spokesman Zoltan Ko-
vacs wrote on Facebook 
that “we should cure 
(patients) in hospitals in-
stead of using cameras,” 
and accused “left-wing 
portals” of spreading 
fake news and “discred-
iting the health care sys-
tem.”

Even as pandemic 
indicators continue to 
worsen, Hungary has 
conducted one of the 
most successful vac-
cination campaigns in 
Europe. The number of 
vaccinated people broke 
the 2 million mark on 
Tuesday, representing 
more than 20% of the 
population.

Foreign Minister Pe-
ter Szijjarto, announced 
Wednesday that another 
quarter-million doses of 
Russia’s Sputnik V vac-
cine had arrived over-
night in the capital, Bu-
dapest.

Hungary has the 
highest per capita vacci-
nation rate in the Euro-
pean Union, according to 
the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and 
Control.

Indonesia finds Sriwijaya Air 
jet's cockpit voice recorder

Japan wants 
further 
probe into 
COVID-19 
origins
Tokyo, Mar 31 (AP): 
Japan is calling for further 
investigation into the or-
igins of COVID-19, saying 
the WHO report released 
this week was based on 
work that faced delays and 
lacked access to essential 
virus samples. In order to 
prevent future pandemics, 
it is indispensable to carry 
out prompt, independent 
and experts-led investi-
gations that are free of 
surveillance, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Katsunobu Kato 
told reporters. We are 
concerned that the latest 
investigation faced delays 
and the lack of access to 
virus samples.

The World Health 
Organization's report 
was released Tuesday 
after experts travelled to 
Wuhan, China, the city 
where illnesses from the 
coronavirus were first 
detected in late 2019.

China has touted 
its cooperation with 
WHO and warned that 
attempts to politicize 
the matter would cost 
lives. The US and other 
countries say the WHO 
report lacked crucial in-
formation, access and 
transparency and further 
study was warranted.

Kato called for addi-
tional investigation and 
analysis and said Japan 
will encourage WHO to 
consider additional in-
vestigation inside China.

We will further coop-
erate with other coun-
tries in carrying out ad-
ditional studies that are 
still necessary, Kato said.

The report said the 
virus most likely came 
from bats and spread to 
an unidentified mammal 
before being transmitted 
to people. It called a lab-
oratory leak an unlikely 
route of transmission 
that didn't warrant fur-
ther study.

WHO team urges patience after 
1st look for origin of virus

BERLIN (AP): Unem-
ployment in Germany, 
Europe’s biggest econ-
omy, was slightly low-
er in March thanks to 
seasonal factors, official 
data showed Wednesday. 
Extensive use of a short-
term salary support pro-
gram continued to keep 
the figures in check amid 
ongoing coronavirus re-
strictions.

The unadjusted job-
less rate, the headline fig-
ure in Germany, slipped 
to 6.2% from 6.3% in 
February. Nearly 2.83 
million people were reg-
istered as unemployed 
in the nation of 83 mil-
lion — 77,000 fewer 
than the previous month 
and 492,000 more than a 
year earlier.

In seasonally adjust-
ed terms, the unemploy-
ment rate stood at 6% 
for the third consecutive 
month, though 8,000 
fewer people were out of 
work than in February, 

the Federal Labor Agen-
cy said.

Restaurants, bars, 
sports and many lei-
sure facilities have been 
closed since Nov. 2 and 
hotels are allowed only to 
accommodate business 
travelers. Hairdressers 
and nonessential shops 
were able to reopen in 
March, with virus-relat-
ed limits. However, infec-
tions have risen signifi-
cantly in recent weeks 
and restrictions may be 
reimposed.

Industry has not been 
directly affected by lock-
down measures.

Rises in unemploy-
ment in Germany, Eu-
rope’s biggest economy, 
and elsewhere on the 
continent have been 
moderate by interna-
tional standards. That is 
because employers are 
making heavy use of sal-
ary support programs, 
often referred to as fur-
lough schemes, which 

allow them to keep em-
ployees on the payroll 
while they await better 
times.

In Germany, the labor 
agency pays at least 60% 
of the salary of employ-
ees who are on reduced 
or zero hours.

The labor agency 
said it paid support for 
2.85 million people in De-
cember, the most recent 
month it has estimates for. 
That was up from 2.6 mil-
lion in December but still 
far below a peak of nearly 
6 million last April.

Separately, Germa-
ny’s statistics agency 
said Wednesday that the 
number of businesses 
filing for insolvency in 
2020 dropped 15.5% 
from the year before to 
15,841. That, however, 
was largely because, due 
to the pandemic, author-
ities suspended rules re-
quiring overly indebted 
companies to file for in-
solvency.

Jakarta, Mar 31 (AP): Indonesian navy 
divers have recovered the cockpit voice 
recorder of a Sriwijaya Air jet that 
crashed into the Java Sea in January, 
killing all 62 people on board, officials 
said Wednesday. Transportation Min-
ister Budi Karya Sumadi said divers 
retrieved the cockpit recorder at about 
08.00 pm. Tuesday local time, near 
where the flight data recorder was re-
covered three days after the accident.

The contents of the recorder were 
not immediately available. However, 
the device could help investigators de-
termine what caused the Boeing 737-
500 to nosedive into the ocean in heavy 
rain shortly after it took off from Jakar-
ta on January 9. If the voice recorder is 
undamaged, it might tell investigators 
what the pilots were doing or failing to 
do to regain control of the plane during 
its brief, erratic flight.

Searchers have recovered plane 
parts and human remains from an area 
between Lancang and Laki islands in 
the Thousand Island chain, just north 
of Jakarta. The flight data recorder 
tracked hundreds of parameters show-
ing how the plane was being operated.

Most retrieval efforts ended about 
two weeks after the crash, but a limit-
ed search is continuing for the missing 
memory unit of the cockpit voice re-
corder, which apparently broke away 
from other parts of the device during 
the crash. The bright orange voice re-
corder was taken to Jakarta and given 
to the National Transportation Safety 
Committee, which is overseeing the ac-
cident investigation.

We hope the KNKT could share in-
formation about what is contained in 
this VCR to improve our aviation safe-
ty, Sumadi said, referring to Indonesian 
acronym for the transportation com-
mittee.The KNKT chairman, Soerjanto 

Tjahjono, said the device will be taken 
to the investigators' black box facili-
ty. It will take five to seven days to dry 
and clean the device and to download 
its data, he said. Without the CVR...
it would be difficult to determine the 
cause of the plane crash, Tjahjono said, 
We would disclose it transparently to 
avoid similar accidents in the future.

Rear Adm. Abdul Rasyid Kacong, the 
navy's western region fleet command-
er, said the voice recorder was buried 
under 1 metre (3 feet) of seabed mud 
at a depth of 23 metres (75 feet). Div-
ers removed debris and carried out de-
sludging operations to reach the voice 
recorder, he said.

Data from a preliminary investigation 
report, which didn't state any conclusions, 
showed that the plane's left engine's throt-
tle lever moved backward on its own while 
the autopilot was engaged, reducing the 
power output of that engine before the jet 
plunged into the sea. That report provided 
new details on persistent problems with 
an autothrottle on the 737-500 Sriwijaya 
Air jet and the airline's efforts to fix them. 
An autothrottle can be used by pilots to set 
the speed automatically, thereby reducing 
workload and wear on the engines.

The 26-year-old jet had been out of 
service for almost nine months because 
of flight cutbacks due to the pandemic 
before resuming commercial flights in 
December.

The disaster has reignited concerns 
about safety in the aviation industry, 
which has grown quickly along with the 
economy since the fall of dictator Su-
harto in the late 1990s. The US banned 
Indonesian carriers from operating 
in the country in 2007 but lifted that 
restriction in 2016, citing improved 
compliance with international aviation 
standards. The European Union lifted a 
similar ban in 2018. 

Gevena, Mar 31 (AP): 
An international team 
behind a long-awaited 
study of the possible or-
igins of COVID-19 with 
Chinese colleagues on 
Tuesday called it a first 
start, while the Unit-
ed States and allies ex-
pressed concerns about 
the findings and China 
trumpeted its coopera-
tion.

Team leader Peter 
Ben Embarek of the 
World Health Organiza-
tion presented the team's 
first-phase look into the 
possible origins of the 
pandemic that has killed 
nearly 2.8 million people 
and pummeled econo-
mies since it first turned 
up in China over a year 
ago.

The report, obtained 
by The Associated Press 
on Monday and formally 
published on Tuesday, 
said transmission of the 
virus from bats to hu-
mans through another 
animal is the most likely 
scenario and that a lab 
leak is extremely unlike-
ly. The WHO chief has 
said all hypotheses re-
main open.

After the report's 
publication, the U.S. and 
over a dozen other coun-
tries expressed concerns 
about the study, pointing 
to delays and a lack of ac-
cess to samples and data 
without finger-pointing 
at Beijing directly. China 
responded by reiterating 
its criticism of efforts to 
politicize the issue.

White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said 
the Biden administration 
was still reviewing the 
WHO report, but said it 
lacks crucial data, infor-
mation ... It lacks access. 
It lacks transparency." 
She said the study did 
not rise to the level of the 
impact that the pandem-
ic has had on the world.

That's why we also 

have called for addition-
al forward-looking steps, 
she said in a briefing with 
reporters. "It doesn't 
lead us to any closer (an) 
understanding or greater 
knowledge than we had 
six to nine months ago 
about the origin.

Separately, in what it 
called a joint statement 
by 14 countries, the State 
Department said they 
were calling for momen-
tum for a second-phase 
look by experts and 
pointed to the need for 
further animal studies to 
find the means of intro-
duction into humans of 
the coronavirus.

The countries ex-
pressed support for the 
WHO's experts and staff, 
citing their tireless work 
toward ending the pan-
demic and understand-
ing its origins to help 
prevent a future one. But 
they said the study had 
been significantly de-
layed and lacked access 
to complete, original data 
and samples.

Psaki said China 
has not been transpar-
ent with the U.N. health 
agency.

Critics of China's gov-
ernment in Washington 
and beyond say it took 
too long to allow in the 
team members: Their 
roughly four-week visit 
to China in January and 
February came more 
than a year after the 
coronavirus outbreak 
was first noticed in the 
city of Wuhan.

The European Union, 
in a separate statement, 
echoed concerns about 
the late start to the study, 
the delayed deployment 
of the expert team, and 
the limited availability 
of samples and data, but 
called the report a help-
ful first step.

A statement on the 
Chinese Foreign Minis-
try's web site after the 

release pointed to Chi-
na's cooperation with 
WHO and said the Chi-
nese side of the team of-
fered necessary facilita-
tion for the team's work, 
fully demonstrating its 
openness, transparency 
and responsible attitude.

It repeated China's 
frequent criticism of ef-
forts to politicize the 
issue, saying that it will 
jeopardize anti-pandem-
ic cooperation, and cost 
more lives. It also reit-
erated the Chinese gov-
ernment's belief that the 
study of the pandemic's 
origins should be con-
ducted in multiple coun-
tries and localities.

Ben Embarek said 
the team members faced 
political pressure from 
all sides, but insisted: We 
were never pressured 
to remove critical ele-
ments in our report. He 
also pointed to privacy 
issues in China that pre-
vented sharing of some 
data, saying similar re-
strictions exist in many 
countries.

Joined by sever-
al team members for a 
news conference, Ben 
Embarek said that where 
we did not have full ac-
cess to all the raw data 
we wanted, that has been 
put as a recommendation 
for the future studies.

That was a major 
theme for the WHO team: 
More needs to be done, 
and many questions re-
main unanswered.

This is only a first 
start -- we've only 
scratched the surface of 
this very complex set of 
studies that need to be 
conducted, Ben Embarek 
said. "We have pointed to 
many additional studies 
that should be conducted 
from now on.

This is a work in 
progress," he added, "and 
we all have to be patient.

Ben Embarek said 

it was difficult to know 
when -- if at all -- the 
precise origin of the pan-
demic will come to light. 
While the team members 
believe one hypothesis 
that the virus could have 
leaked from a laborato-
ry was not likely, it was 
not impossible either, he 
said.

We haven't seen or 
been able to hear or see 
or look at anything that 
would warrant different 
conclusions from our 
side, he said.

But in its report, the 
team proposed further 
research in every area 
except the lab leak hy-
pothesis a speculative 
theory that was pro-
moted by former U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
among others. It also 
said the role played by 
a seafood market where 
human cases were first 
identified was uncertain.

Suspicion of China 
partially underpinned 
the theory that the virus 
escaped from a lab in 
Wuhan. The report cited 
several reasons for all 
but dismissing that pos-
sibility.

This is a dynamic pro-
cess. Nothing is cast in 
stone. There are no firm 
conclusions," Ben Em-
barek said. "And I think 
that's how we should 
look at the whole out-
come of this report and 
this work.
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HEY RIRI! The Fenty founder and musician, Rihanna looks chic 
in a blue blouse, denim skirt, and strap heels after a grocery run at Bristol 
Farms in Beverly Hills. 
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EtCETERA

Aries:
What if we said both the past and the future are an 
illusion, and that all you truly have is this moment? 
Come back to the now, Aries. Become aware of the 
many blessings the present is offering you. In doing 
so, you will realise that a lot of your worries are merely 
a projection of your monkey mind.
Tip: Be here, now.
Taurus:
What you’re experiencing right now is a classic case 
of ‘life has other plans’. But that doesn’t have to be 
such a bad thing, does it now, Taurus? Allow what 
must come undone to collapse as you allow the new 
to take form in your physical reality. Transformation is 
seldom easy, but it’s what you need in order to evolve 
to the next level.
Tip: Destiny has big plans for you.
Gemini:
You are where you need to be, Gemini, and every-
thing is unfolding in accordance with the grand plan. 
Trust that and keep moving forward. Remember, 
we’re never fully ready for what life is about to send 
our way, yet we are. Stepping into your power fully will 
help you take life by the horns.
Tip: You are ready to move to the next level. Step into 
your power.

Cancer:
Duality is a way of life in the earthly realm. The highs 
are followed by the lows, and vice-versa. To expect 
that each endeavour will be a breakthrough is a tad bit 
unrealistic, Cancer. So accept where you are now and 
what life is showing you. Stay in that space of humility 
and approach every mundane task in a meditative 
manner. Your Zen approach to life will lead to a major 
transformation within and without.
Tip: Approach every mundane task in a meditative 
manner.
Leo:
The trouble is, we’ve been raised to believe that the 
Divine is outside of us. That we need to use mantras, 
rituals, and practices in order to communicate with the 
benevolent forces above. But that is far from the truth, 
Leo. You are a part of the Supreme Consciousness 
and the Supreme Consciousness resides within 
you. Today, you’re being asked to meditate on the 
verse ‘Aham Brahmasmi’ which translates to ‘I am 
the Brahman (Universe)’.
Tip: This is a time of experiencing union and one-
ness with the Divine.
Virgo:
We can plot and plan to precision, Virgo, yet what 
ultimately transpires is beyond us. Word for the 

wise: step back and allow. Allow what is meant to 
be yours to flow into your existence as you begin to 
trust that the rhythm of the cosmos. The Universe 
has big plans for you, and you’re about to witness 
a miracle!
Tip: The Universe has big plans for you.
Libra:
What if we’re all just living in a simulation? What if 
the things we give so much importance to are not 
the things that will matter in the end? Pay attention 
to what you are giving all your time and energy to, 
Libra. Just for today, step back a little and watch 
the show with nothing more than mild interest. Re-
membering the Polish proverb “Not my circus, not 
my monkeys” will help you get through it all.
Tip: Step back and watch the show.
Scorpio:
You are at a crossroads, and a significant one at 
that. So, take a moment to assess the path ahead 
and reflect upon which way you’d like to go. Don’t 
waste too much time oscillating between the ‘why’ 
and the ‘why not’, though. It’s best to follow what 
your instinct is telling you. It’s true that taking a step 
into the unknown is always intimidating. What you 
need to remember is that your higher self is holding 
space for you in this time of great change.

Tip: Follow what your instinct is telling you.
Sagittarius:
There was a time you obsessively worried about 
the future and what it might bring. There was a 
time when you fixated on the past in the hope that 
you might be able to fix a few things. What you are 
beginning to realise at this moment is that both the 
past and the future are an illusion and that the only 
thing we have dominion over is the present. Word 
for the wise: breathe out the fear and breathe in 
the faith. You are loved, protected, and taken care 
of, Sagittarius.
Tip: Be in the now.
Capricorn:
The cards are bringing your attention to the mu-
ladhara, or the root chakra, which connects us 
to Mother Earth. When this energy centre is out 
of whack, we tend to feel insecure about almost 
everything in our lives. Our finances to become a 
cause of concern for us. Remember, fixing your 
external reality is never the solution. So, dedicate 
yourself to the inner work. Yoga, tai chi, and walk-
ing barefoot are some of the physical practices 
that help you return to that state of balance. 
Meditating with crystals such as ruby, tourmaline, 
hematite, and smoky quartz is also highly recom-

mended, Capricorn. 
Tip: Work through those root chakra issues.
Aquarius:
You are not the same person you used to be, but 
you haven't completely transformed either. Think 
of this as the in-between period—the cocoon, the 
becoming, the unfolding. A beautiful process that is 
allowing you to shed the layers that were keeping 
you from being the most glorious version of your-
self. It's true that these beliefs served you in the 
past, but they have no place in your future. So, let 
go—let go will love—as you awaken to the beauty 
within and without.
Tip: Honour the journey.
Pisces:
The self is ever-changing, ever-evolving, with one trans-
formation making way for the other. How magical is that, 
Pisces! Yet, again you may find yourself in the midst of a 
metamorphosis, one that’s propelling you to discover the 
true meaning of freedom. So, let go of the false with love 
and give yourself the permission to step into your own. 
Remember, those who are engulfed in their darkness will 
be threatened by who you are becoming, and that’s 
okay. Don’t feel the need to dim your light in order 
to make others feel comfortable.
Tip: Choose the path of personal freedom.
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I cried for two weeks: Britney Spears 
on documentary about her life

Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): Breaking her 
silence over "Framing Britney Spears", 
a documentary about her life, pop star 
Britney Spears has said that she "cried" 
for two weeks as she felt "embarrassed" 
by the light it put her in.

The critically-acclaimed New York 
Times documentary takes an inside 
look at the iconic singer's rise to fame, 
her mid-2000's struggles, the highly-re-
strictive conservatorship under her fa-
ther Jamie Spears, and the #FreeBritney 
social media movement that 
arose as a result.

Spears had previously 
addressed the documentary 
indirectly, but on Tuesday, 
she put out a statement to 
share her thoughts about the 
film though many of her fans 
speculate that she did not 
write those comments.

Spears wrote, "I didn't 
watch the documentary but 
from what I did see of it I was 
embarrassed by the light they 
put me in...

"I cried for two weeks and 
well .... I still cry sometimes 
!!!! I do what I can in my own 
spirituality with myself to try 
and keep my own joy ... love ... 
and happiness."

Along with the post, the 39-year-old 
shared a video of herself dancing to the 
Aerosmith song "Crazy".

She said she needed to dance to sing-
er Steven Tyler's music "every night of 
my life to feel wild and human and alive".

"My life has always been very spec-
ulated... watched... and judged really my 
whole life," Spears said.

The singer also criticised the media 
for judging her whole life.

"I have been exposed my whole life 
performing in front of people!!! It takes 
a lot of strength to TRUST the universe 
with your real vulnerability cause I've 

always been so judged... insulted... and 
embarrassed by the media... and I still 
am till this day.

"As the world keeps on turning and 
life goes on we still remain so fragile and 
sensitive as people," Spears said.

The singer had previously hinted 
about the documentary in a February 
10 post in which she reminiscing about 
a New Year's performance in 2017.

"Each person has their story and 
their take on other people's stories !!!! 

We all have so many different bright 
beautiful lives !!! Remember, no matter 
what we think we know about a per-
son's life it is nothing compared to the 
actual person living behind the lens," 
Spears had said.

Though the singer's latest post has 
led to an outpouring of support for her, 
there were many who claimed that 
Spears did not write the statement as 
she has no control over her social me-
dia accounts.

"Britney does not run her socials do 
not believe what they wrote about the 
documentary please!!!" a user said.

Another Instagram user said, "Makes 

you wonder who wrote and posted this."
"This is not Britney y'all," said a per-

son. In an interview with PTI recently, 
"Framing Britney Spears" director Sa-
mantha Stark said, "I had a lot of ethical 
conflicts making this film without Brit-
ney participating. And the way I kind 
of ended up being able to justify it to 
myself is to never assume what was go-
ing on in Britney's head. That was kind 
of what our team agreed to, that in our 
editing and even in the way we talked 

about her, we wouldn't assume what 
was going on in her head."

Using extensive archival footage 
and interviews, "Framing Britney 
Spears" explores the #FreeBritney 
movement besides examining the mi-
sogynistic way she was treated at the 
height of her fame by the media and 
even in her relationships.

Ever since "Framing Britney Spears" 
premiered, a number of Hollywood 
stars, including Jennifer Love Hewitt, 
Jessica Simpson and Dua Lipa, have 
come out in support of Spears, whilst 
detailing their own experiences living 
under constant media scrutiny.Jack Reynor boards Amazon 

sci-fi series 'The Peripheral' Jeremy Strong to 
play polio vaccine 
inventor in movie 
'Splendid Solution'
Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): "Succes-
sion" star Jeremy Strong will essay the 
role of Dr Jonas Salk, the inventor of the 
polio vaccine, in an upcoming biograph-
ical drama movie.

Titled "Splendid Solution", the mov-
ie is a co-production between Bron Stu-
dios and 21 Laps Entertainment, report-
ed Deadline.

Gillian Weeks will adapt the film's 
script from Jeffrey Kluger's New York 
Times bestseller.

The movie will chronicle Salk's tri-
umphant quest to create the vaccine as 
polio ravaged the US. His battle against 
the virus, his perseverance and eventual 
triumph made him a cultural hero and 
icon for a generation.

Filmmaker Shawn Levy will pro-
duce the project along with Dan Levine 
through 21 Laps Entertainment. Aaron 
L Gilbert will produce on behalf of Bron.

"We can't think of a more timely sto-
ry to tell of one man's journey to save 
the world from a devastating pandem-
ic while overcoming misinformation 
from the media... and how he believed 
so much in the vaccine that he tested it 
on himself and his children to prove to 
the world that it was safe," said Levy and 
Levine in a statement.

Naveen Andrews to feature opposite 
Amanda Seyfried in 'The Dropout'

Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): Actor 
Naveen Andrews will co-star with 
Amanda Seyfried in the upcoming Hulu 
series "The Dropout".

The limited series is based on ABC 
News/ABC Radio's podcast about the 
rise and fall of bussinesswoman Eliza-
beth Holmes and her company, Thera-
nos, reported Deadline.

Andrews, known for 
starring in movies and 
TV shows like "Lost", 
"The English Patient" 
and "Bride & Prejudice", 
joins Seyfried, who re-
cently replaced actor 
Kat McKinnon on the 
project.

The 52-year-old ac-
tor will essay the role of 
Sunny Balwani, Holmes' 
business partner and 
secret boyfriend.Sey-
fried, who recently re-
ceived an Academy Award and Golden 
Globe nomination for her role in the Da-
vid Fincher film Mank", will also serve 
as executive producer on "The Dropout".

Produced by Disney's Searchlight 
Television, "The Dropout" has the 
podcast's host/creator Rebecca Jar-
vis and producers Taylor Dunn and 
Victoria Thompson, on board as exec-
utive producers.

The podcast, launched in January 
2019, was also turned into a two-hour 
documentary that aired on ABC News' 
"20/20" in March the same year.

Holmes, a Stanford University drop 
out, founded Theranos in early 2000s. 
The company invented the Edison ma-
chine, a diagnostic tool that promised 

an easy way to test for 200 diseases. But 
the machine didn't work as she claimed, 
though she lured wealthy investors in-
cluding Betsy DeVos and Rupert Mur-
doch.

She became one of the richest wom-
en in the world before being indicted by 
a federal jury in 2018 on nine counts of 
wire fraud and two counts of conspiracy 
to commit wire fraud.

Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Actor Jack Reynor will star 
with Chloe Grace Moretz in 
Amazon's upcoming sci-fi 
thriller series "The Periph-
eral".

Based on author William 
Gibson's 2014 novel of the 
same name, the show hails 
from "Westworld" creators 
Jonathan Nolan and Lisa 
Joy's Kilter Films and War-
ner Bros TV.

The novel focuses on the 
character of Flynne Fish-

er (Moretz), who lives in 
near-future America, report-
ed Deadline.

Fisher subs in for her 
brother Burton (to be played 
by Reynor), a cyber-en-
hanced combat veteran who 
now works security in a vir-
tual world for the Milagros 
Coldiron company.

Actor Gary Carr will 
also star in the series in a 
pivotal role.

The show has been cre-
ated by Scott B Smith, who 

will also executive produce 
alongside Nolan and Joy, 
Athena Wickham and Ste-
ven Hoban.

Greg Plageman will serve 
as the showrunner.

Reynor most recently 
featured in Anthony and Joe 
Russo's "Cherry" opposite 
Tom Holland, and Ari As-
ter-directed "Midsommar", 
co-starring Florence Pugh.

He will next star in Ama-
zon's "Modern Love" season 
two.


