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Petrol, 
diesel prices 
continue 
to rise, at 
record high
N  D , S  10 
(PTI): Petrol and diesel 
prices continued to rise 
Monday, scaling new 
highs as the depreciat-
ing rupee made imports 
costlier.

Petrol price Monday 
increased by 23 paisa a 
litre and diesel by 22 pai-
sa a litre, according to the 
price noti ication issued 
by state fuel retailers.

The increase pushed 
the petrol price in Del-
hi to a record high of Rs 
80.73 per litre. Diesel 
rate touched its highest 
level of Rs 72.83 a litre.

Fuel prices in Delhi 
are the cheapest among 
all metros and most state 
capitals due to lower taxes.

The new high came 
on the day when op-
position parties led by 
the Congress called for 
a nation-wide ‘Bharat 
Bandh’ to protest against 
the spiralling fuel prices. 
They blame the govern-
ment’s unwillingness to 
cut excise duty for high 
fuel prices and consumer 
burden.

The rupee Monday 
dropped by around 94 
paise to touch a record 
low of 72.67 to the dol-
lar due to a strengthen-
ing dollar and a widened 
current account de icit.

Since mid-August, 
petrol price has risen by 
Rs 3.65 a litre and die-
sel by Rs 4.06 per litre 
as the rupee hit the re-
cord low against the US 
dollar, making imports 
costlier.

Almost half of the 
retail selling price of the 
two fuels is made up of 
central and state taxes.

According to oil com-
panies, petrol at re in-
ery gate costs around Rs 
40.50 a litre and diesel 
Rs 43 per litre.

REBYNA RANA
G , 10 S :

The girls’ basketball 
team of Eklavya Mod-

el Residential School 
[EMRS], Gangyap has 
once again lifted the CBSE 
Cluster 1 North East Zone 
Basketball Championship 
2018 at Guwahati in As-
sam on 09 Sept.

This is the ninth con-
secutive time that the 
EMRS Gangyap girls’ bas-
ketball team has won the 
NE championship.

In the inal held on 
Sunday, the EMRS Gang-
yap girls’ team defeated 
St Francis School, Guwa-
hati 41-12.

Tshogyal Dolma Bhut-
ia scored 18 points while 
Semeema and Hissey 

Gyalmoo contributed 10 
points each for EMRS 
Gangyap, informed team 
coach, Sidharth Yonzone.

The EMRS boys’ team, 
however, lost to St Fran-
cis School, Guwahati 57-

71 in the inal match and 
ended up in 2nd position. 

Khamsum Dorjee Bhu-
tia was adjudged Most 
Valuable Player in the 
boys’ category while Tsh-
ogyal Dolma Bhutia was 

adjudged Most Valuable 
Player in the girls’ category.

Speaking to Summit-
Times, team coach, Mr 
Yonzone, said, “We had 
worked extremely hard 
with the boys’ team. The 

players have matured 
and we could see a huge 
difference. Last year, the 
boys’ team lost in the 
semi inals. This year 
they reached the inals of 
the championship which 
is a great progress.”

Mr Yonzone further 
added that both the EMRS 
Gangyap girls’ and boys’ 
team faced strong oppo-
nents during the inal.

Extending gratitude 
to Basketball Association 
of Sikkim, Mr Yonzone 
has also thanked District 
Collector [West], Addi-
tional District Collec-
tor [West], EMRS board 
members and well wish-
ers for their constant 
support throughout the 
journey.

EMRS Gangyap girls lift NE C’ship 
for 9th consecutive time

COMPLETION OF 
MULTI SPECIALTY 
HOSPITAL GOVT’S 
MAIN PRIORITY: CM

ARPAN PRADHAN/IPR
G , 10 S :
“COMPLETION of the under 
construction 1000-bedded 
Multi Specialty Hospital com-
ing up at Sichey [Sochakgang] 
at the earliest is the State Gov-
ernment’s main priority,” said 
Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling while addressing the in-
augural function of the irst 
State Government College of 
Nursing and Integrated Ayush 
Hospital at Sochakgang in 
Gangtok today.

The construction work of 
the multi-specialty hospital 
will be completed within this 
year and will be functional 
soon, he added.

Addressing the gathering, 
the CM said that the State 
Government is dedicated to-

wards providing free world 
class qualitative education to 
the students of the State till 
graduation and post-gradua-
tion level. He added that it is a 
proud moment for the future 
of Nursing College to help in 
establishment of human in-

frastructure in the State.
“With the vision of provid-

ing free education to the Sik-
kimese people and especially 
to the under privileged, the 
government has decided to 
provide free education at the 
Nursing College too. Not only 

in the Nursing College but the 
students will also be provid-
ed free education for courses 
like MBBS at the upcoming 
State Medical College,” the CM 
stated.

Addressing Nursing stu-
dents, he urged them to be 

competitive while accepting 
the reality of life.

“A person who accepts re-
ality will be successful. Other-
wise, people will ind only dis-
appointments and failures,” 
said the CM.

He urged students to fo-

cus on knowledge oriented 
education rather than degree 
orientated.

“There is a huge demand 
of Nursing staff worldwide 
and Nursing students can be 
happy as they are on the right 
track and in the right profes-
sion,” said the CM.

Citing some examples, 
the CM encouraged culture of 
male Nursing staff in the State 
and suggested that the Health 
Department ponder on the 
subject.

He further informed that 
the construction of the hos-
pital in Sichey has attracted 
huge investment and that the 
State Government has worked 
hard for arranging the con-
struction cost.

The CM stated that the 
journey was dif icult but 
somehow the funds were 
managed from the State’s 
Plan Fund and now that the 
1st and 2nd phase is over, he 

State Govt College of Nursing & Integrated
Ayush Hospital inaugurated

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Sikkim Pradesh Congress Committee 
[SPCC] staged a protest against per-

sistent fuel price hikes here at SNOD 
petrol pump complex in Deorali today. 
The protest was part of the nation-wide 
Bharat Bandh called by the Congress 
party to protest the fuel price hike to-

day from 10 AM to 3 PM.
An SPCC team led by its president, 

Bharat Basnet, and joined by Congress 
leader, Captain Praveen Dabur, staged 
their protest with placards and raising 
slogans against the fuel price rise, in la-
tion and other issues.

Speaking to media persons, Mr Basnet 
stated that people of the country 

SPCC joins nationwide protest
against fuel price hike

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Multipurpose Health 
Worker [Male] from 

Makha Primary Health 
Centre, Tikaram Sapkota, 
in association with Open 
Road Riders’ Motorcycle 
Club and Singtam Dis-
trict Hospital, East Sik-
kim is undertaking a solo 
motor-cycle ride across 
the State to generate 

wider awareness on sui-
cide prevention. The ride 
was lagged off today on 
the occasion of World 
Suicide Prevention Day 
from Singtam District 
Hospital by area MLA, 
Gopal Baraily.

A press release in-
forms that Mr Sapkota 
will be covering six PHCs, 
one CHC and 37 PHSCs of 

Singtam District
Hospital observes World 
Suicide Prevention Day

turn to pg02
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Governor Ganga 
Prasad called on 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at Prime Minister’s 
Of ice in New Delhi today.

A press communiqué 
received from Raj Bha-
van informs that it was 
a courtesy call by the 
Governor after assuming 
of ice as Governor of Sik-
kim last month.

After formal exchange 

of greetings, the Governor 
raised various develop-
mental issues concerning 
the State. He conveyed 
special requirements of 
Sikkim as a strategically 
located State and sought 
the PM’s support in all de-
velopmental pursuits of 
the State.

The PM has assured 
to look into all matters in 
the interest of the State 
during the conversation 
with the Governor.

Governor calls on 
PM Narendra Modi 

in New Delhi

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 10 S :

A group of youth from 
in and around Gang-

tok, who recently joined 
the Sikkim Democratic 
Front, have registered 
strong objection against 
the recent statement of 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha president, PS Ta-
mang [Golay]. 

They alleged that in 
his speech at a recent 
meeting, Mr Tamang, 
while referring to them, 
called them drug addicts.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, an 
Arithang resident, Kel-
ly Jordan, who recently 
joined SDF after leaving 
SKM, mentioned that on 
seeing peace, progress and 
prosperity maintained by 
SDF government in the 
State, more than 100 youth 
from in and around Gang-
tok had recently joined the 

ruling party. 
On the same, he stat-

ed that SKM president 
has accused these youth 
of being drug addicts.

“How can a leader 
give such irresponsible 
statement without any 
evidence? We strongly 
refute and condemn this 
false and irresponsible 
statement against us. We 
strongly demand that the 
SKM president present 
proof to back his state-

ment within one week 
otherwise we will be 
compelled to take up this 
matter legally,” Mr Jordan 
expressed.

He stated that the 
present-day youth will 
not take such random ac-
cusations lying down. 

He added that all ed-
ucated and self-reliant 
youth were in the ruling 
party upon seeing its 
programmes and vision 
for the better future of 

youths.
“We have not joined 

SDF for money or greed 
but by seeing the pro-
gramme, principles and 
vision of the ruling party,” 
a Selep Tank youth, Jigmi 
Dorjee Tamang, added.

He informed that 90 
youth from Selep Tank 
area have recently joined 
SDF. He also demanded 
SKM president to imme-
diately apologize for his 
statement.

SDF youth demand apology from SKM 
prez for calling them drug addicts

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Returning Of icer, 
District Magistrate, 

West, has issued no-
tice for Bye Election at 
19-Karmatar Gitang GPU 
ward 3-Ferek Milling 
[ST], 59-Siktam Tikpur 
GPU ward 4-Orange Vil-
lage [ST] and 43-Chum-

bong GPU ward 5-Bu-
dang [OBC[C]W].

The nomination forms 
have been received from 
Sunita Rai [Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front, 43/5 Bu-
dang], Neeto Lepcha [SDF, 
19/3 Ferek Milling] and 
Sukra Singh Subba [SDF, 
59/4 Orange Village], a 
press release informs.

SDF candidates ile
nominations for West 

Panchayat bye-elections

…will now approach 
Courts
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Joint Action Committee for Dis-
quali ication of 14 MLAs has 

asserted that the relief to MLA, 
Bikram Pradhan, on the Of ice of 
Pro it case by the Election Com-
mission of India was totally illegal. 

JAC has now decided to ile a 
petition against all 14 MLAs in the 
High Court to challenge the ECI de-
cision. Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, JAC vice-convener, 
Nawin Kiran Pradhan, questioned 
why the ECI has given relief to MLA 
Bikram Pradhan without listening 
to both parties on this case. 

He asserted that prescribed 
procedures have not been fol-
lowed in this case. 

He contested that the ECI was 
a tribunal and it should hear both 
parties before taking any decision 
so this relief to Bikram Pradhan 
was unlawful and illegal.

Mr Pradhan stressed that if 
the post of Chief Whip held by Mr 
Pradhan was unconstitutional, 
then he could not be given a clean 
chit on this issue. 

He informed that JAC has re-

peatedly written to the ECI on this 
issue but has never been called to 
present its side. 

He further added that JAC 
members even visited the ECI 
twice and met its Principal Secre-
tary on the same.

“So now we are free to go to 
the High Court against this opin-
ion of the ECI. Our petition against 
these 14 MLAs is ready and we 
will challenge the decision of the 

ECI either in the Delhi High Court 
or Sikkim High Court,” Mr Prad-
han said.

He also stated that even CBI 
can come to Sikkim but the case 
should be strong. He informed 
that JAC was also preparing some 
strong cases in other matters for 
the CBI investigation.

The press conference was also 
addressed by JAC convener, PL 
Subba and member, Anita Gurung.

JAC for Disquali ication of 14 MLAs rejects
ECI clean chit to Bikram Pradhan

appealed to all to work towards qualitative 
healthcare development.

“There are various groups that have crit-
icized the steps but we never looked back as 
it was an ambitious project which will bene-
it people at large,” he said.

He added that in order to maintain the 
population ratio and encourage people to go 
through safe delivery at government hospi-
tals, the State Government has started Proud 
Mother Scheme for the bene it of mothers. 
This will keep both the new born and the 
mother safe from risks, he added.

Proud Mother Scheme will provide 
mothers an amount of Rs 7000 on delivery 
of irst baby and Rs 10,000 on second deliv-
ery, it is informed.

The CM also highlighted the HPV vacci-
nation campaign that has been introduced 
in the State to protect girl children from cer-
vical cancer. He also commended the Health 
Department for its excellent coverage and 
for achieving almost 97% of target popula-
tion.

“To elect a capable government is the 
responsibility of the people. To take the 
State towards the right direction, to main-
tain peace and protect the State, good gov-
ernance is required which lies solely in the 
hands of the people,” expressed the CM.

The government has been working for 
the bene it of the doctors and health staff 
and the cadre review of doctors has been 
done several times, he informed.

In order to regularize jobs of the staff 
under Health Department working on Ad 
hoc or MR basis, the CM has directed that 

the roster system be avoided. He added that 
their appointments need to be done without 
following the roster system and also with-
out violating Article 19.

Regarding the demands of various 
groups about the regularization of their 
jobs, the CM said that the government is 
very positive and will look into the matter 
seriously.

The CM assured that for shortage of 
manpower in the new Hospital, posts will 
be adequately created within the next two 
months so that the Hospital can function 
smoothly at the earliest. He also assured 
that all the vacancies will be illed by unem-
ployed youth of the area itself.

Home Guards serving for a long time 
will be recruited as Security Guards in the 
upcoming Hospital and the services of all 
employees working under NHM including 
doctors and nurses will also be regularized 
as per rules and regulations, he added.

Stressing on the importance of Integrat-
ed Ayush Hospital, the CM said that setting 
up of AYUSH was for the larger bene it of the 
Sikkimese people at minimal cost. He also 
advised that meditation and yoga should be 
implemented in all PHCs and Life Therapist 
should be in place so that comprehensive 
health service to the Sikkimese people is de-
livered.

The function was also addressed by 
Health Minister, AK Ghatani, wherein he 
briefed the gathering on various projects 
of the department. He said that 30 nurses 
have been undergoing special training pro-
gramme who will be deputed in Health and 
Wellness centre at a later stage.

He also informed about the various ini-
tiatives of the State Government to curb 
suicide rate in the State and mentioned the 
establishment of OST centre at Jorethang, 
detoxi ication centre at Chuwatar which is 
particularly dedicated to mental health ser-
vices.

Addressing the function, Health Sec-
retary, Vishal Chauhan, highlighted vari-
ous achievements of the department. He 
informed that the Government College of 
Nursing has 40 students in the irst year and 
their education is all free of cost. The college, 
amongst other things, has 04 classrooms, 07 
various labs, sick room, pantry, etc and he 
stated that the Nursing College is one of the 
best in the entire North-East.

The function also featured song perfor-
mances presented by the irst batch stu-
dents of Government College of Nursing.

The Health Department felicitated the 
CM for his contribution in the health sector 
and his dedication towards the people of 
Sikkim.

The CM handed over cash grant to 10 
bene iciaries of Proud Mother Scheme. 
He also released a booklet on activities of 
CATCH Programme for the year 2017-18 
and launched Proud Mother software for 
East district.

Earlier, after the inauguration pro-
gramme at Nursing College, he visited and 
inspected the Hostel Block, Academic Block, 
laboratory stations, labour room, etc. There-
after, he inaugurated the AYUSH Hospital 
and visited the whole infrastructure while 
taking detailed stock of the situation and the 
facilities provided.

State Govt College of Nursing & Integrated
Ayush Hospital inaugurated

SPCC joins nationwide protest
against fuel price hike

have been suffering due 
to in lation, price rise, 
demonization and other 
economic policies and 
decisions of the NDA 
government. 

He stated that the 
rise in fuel prices was 
affecting prices of every 
commodity and the poor 
have been paying high 
prices for LPG cylinders 
and other commodities. 

He mentioned that 
despite the raising of 
these issues by AICC 
president, Rahul Gandhi, 
and other Congress lead-

ers in the Parliament, the 
Centre has remained to-
tally silent.

Mr Basnet mentioned 
that the Congress has 
been raising voice of the 
people through Bharat 
Bandh and the people of 
the country have been 
coming forward to show 
their suffering and anger 
to the Centre.

Captain Dabur also 
lashed out against the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment. He alleged that the 
present government at 
the Centre was the most 
corrupt and communal 

ever seen in the country.
He added that Rafale 

deal was one of the big-
gest scams and that the 
Centre has been refusing 
investigation despite Con-
gress’ repeated demands.

Captain Dabur stated 
that the Bharat Bandh 
has received encouraging 
support from the people 
of the country and has 
been successful in all 
parts of the country. He 
also stated that Sikkim 
Government should cut 
down its taxes on fuel to 
give some relief to the 
people of the State.

the State from 10-19 Sept.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Mr Sapkota thanked 
the Information, Educa-
tion & Communication 
section of Singtam Dis-
trict Hospital for sup-
porting the event.

Area MLA, Mr Baraily, 
congratulated Mr Sap-
kota for taking up the 
initiative and requested 
parents to take proper 
care of their children and 
other family members.

“Children who are 
studying in a different 
city are more vulnerable 
to stress and more prone 
to depression and hence 
need proper care and su-
pervision. An early iden-
ti ication system would 
help curb depression and 
suicide ideation in the 
community,” added Mr 
Baraily.

A brochure on Signs 
& Symptoms of Suicidal 
Behaviour was also re-
leased by the area MLA. 

Speaking at the event, 

Psychiatrist & Addiction 
Medicine Specialist, Dr 
Satish Rasaily, highlight-
ed the importance of sui-
cide awareness and said 
that suicide prevention 
awareness month is be-
ing observed in the East 
district wherein more 
than 50 mental health 
programmes will be con-
ducted.

He further stated that 
over 1200 programmes 
were conducted in the 
past three years wherein 
236 patients with suicide 
ideation were identi ied 
through an early iden-
ti ication system which 
helped save their lives. 
An inter-departmen-
tal approach integrat-
ing Health Department, 
HRDD, Panchayati Raj 
System, RMDD, Law De-
partment, Police Depart-
ment, and NGOs with the 
suicide prevention cam-
paign has been adopted 
which will help curb sui-
cide menace in the State, 
he added.

Singtam District
Hospital observes World 
Suicide Prevention Day

contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Former Indian football 
captain and Hamro 

Sikkim Party vice pres-
ident, Bhaichung Bhut-
ia, has today written an 
open letter to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

Accusing the Sikkim 
Democratic Front gov-
ernment of corruption, 
he has said that SDF’s 
continued association, 
both with the NDA and 
NEDA in the North East, 
shall adversely affect Mr 
Modi’s credibility and 
image as a clean Prime 
Minister. 

In the letter released 
to the media, Mr Bhutia 
has written, “…And any 
further alliance with 
such a corrupt political 
party, the SDF, should be 
debated seriously and 
stopped at the earliest 
before further damage 
is done to your good im-
age.”

He adds, “The very 
fact that the Assembly 
under our Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling passed 
a memorandum in the 
House, preventing the 
CBI from entering the 
State to investigate them 
on various charges of 

misappropriation speaks 
volumes about the level 
of corruption that exists 
in the State. Because of 
this rampant corruption 
in the State, today we 
have the ignominious 
distinction of being the 
State with the highest un-
employment and suicide 
rates in the country and 
large number of youth 
have been into drugs and 
alcoholism.”

He further goes on to 
allege that the State Gov-
ernment has misguided 
the Centre regarding the 
organic mission and that 
production of food grains 
in Sikkim has gone down 
drastically in the last 20 
years.

Mr Bhutia also touch-
es upon water supply, 
roads, power supply, 
health and education sec-
tors alleging that there 
are many shortcomings 
in these sectors.

“Today we have the 
worst roads in the coun-
try and despite the num-
ber of hydel projects 
forced upon this tiny 
ecologically fragile State, 
there is a huge power 
shortage with daily out-
ages lasting for hours on 
end,” he writes.

Association with SDF will 
hurt Modi’s credibility – 

Bhaichung in open letter to PM
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Temp: 24°C/17°C
Forecast: Consid-
erable cloudiness, 
showers and thunder-
storms, some heavy; 
watch for looding..
Sunrise: 05:19 AM
Sunset: 5:45 PM

Anthyesti Kriya
The Antheyesti Kriya 
of Late Raju Rai son 
of Man Bdr. Rai  who 
left for his heavenly 
abode on 02.09.2018 
falls on 11.09.2018. 
All relatives, friends 
and well wishers are 
requested to join us 
is offering prayers 

for departed soul at Chowtaro Hotel, 
Deorali Bazaar, Gangtok, East Sik-
kim. We also like to take this oppor-
tunity to express our gratitude to all 
those who stood by us during our time 
of bereavement.

Mrs. Manju Rai  (wife)- 
7407181907,

Milan Rai– 9733110850 & 
Navin Rai- 9609867614 (sons).

 VACANCY
Engineer having qualifi ca  on of 
B. Tech (Mech) with 3 years expe-
rience or Diploma (Mech) with 5 
years experience in Pharma Indus-
try having knowledge in Produc  on 
and Documenta  on.
Eligible candidates may apply at st-
psikkim@gmail.com

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR DELIGHT EVENING
 Draw No:5 DrawDate on:10/09/18

 1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 63L 05194
 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 05194 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
 08069 11505 20860 23044 24169
 43870 44570 45095 61323 80258
 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0186 3361 3514 4237 4453 5682 7513 7795 7899 8235
 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0027 0742 2574 2576 2604 3764 4118 5372 5876 7253
 5th Prize Rs.120/-
 0298 0365 0487 0507 0589 0941 1015 1105 1135 1207
 1268 1392 1535 1537 1564 1675 1716 1740 1845 1909
 1967 2081 2123 2155 2261 2703 2790 2841 3002 3092
 3149 3303 3351 3436 3489 3511 3557 3584 3676 3709
 3813 3842 3964 3997 4235 4484 4513 4573 4584 4610
 5020 5068 5180 5204 5608 5781 5837 5917 5982 6036
 6143 6156 6190 6276 6508 6549 6728 6744 6814 6858
 7008 7025 7072 7175 7317 7395 7432 7500 7823 7826
 7901 8060 8090 8258 8263 8442 8518 8606 9046 9177
 9183 9368 9445 9473 9533 9540 9689 9748 9792 9937
Issued by :
The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

SDF 
condemns 
SKM “false” 
claims on 
joinings
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has once again 

strongly criticised and 
condemned what it sees 
as SKM’s spreading of 
misinformation through 
newspapers and social 
media regarding claims of 
people joining the party. 

The ruling party has 
contested that SKM has 
been trying to spread 
misinformation by al-
ways claiming higher 
numbers of families join-
ing the party.

A press release issued 
by SDF publicity sec-
retary, Krishna Kharel, 
states that SKM has again 
spread false news of 
the joining of hundreds 
of families at a simple 
meeting of SKM held at 
Poklok-Kamrang constit-
uency on Sunday. 

On the same, the 
party asserted that SKM 
has neutralised the pub-
lic interaction system 
by spreading such false 
news. 

The ruling party 
states that it was unfor-
tunate that such false 
propaganda was being 
spread using the me-
dia without clarifying 
whether active or prima-
ry members of SDF from 
the said families had 
joined SKM.

SDF has also strong-
ly criticised and con-
demned the statement 
of SKM president, PS Ta-
mang [Golay], against the 
Chief Minister especially 
in reference to Dasain 
festival.  

Selection 
trials for 
India U-15 
team in 
Gangtok
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

All India Football Fed-
eration [AIFF] will be 

conducting selection tri-
als for India U-15 Nation-
al team at Paljor Stadium 
in Gangtok on 12 and 13 
Sept starting 9 AM.

Only boys born in the 
year 2003-04 will be ac-
cepted for registration at 
the trials. 

A press release is-
sued by Sikkim Football 
Association informs 
that chief scout, AIFF, 
Vikram Nanivadekar, 
and AIFF coach, Suren 
Chettri, will be conduct-
ing the trials. 

The SFA has invit-
ed interested players to 
bring their passport or 
Birth Certi icate along 
with them. No TA/DA 
or accommodation will 
be provided. Of icials 
from SFA will be on the 
ield for registration and 

checking of the docu-
ments on 12 Sept, the re-
lease adds.

G , 10 S  [IPR]: Minister 
for Health Care, Human Services & 
Family Welfare Department, Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani, along with Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary, Vishal Chau-
han, Principal Director, Dr Pempa T 
Bhutia, Mission Director, National 

Health Mission, Dr Bimal K Rai, and 
other of icials inspected the ongoing 
construction of Multi Speciality Hos-
pital at Sichey this evening. 

The Minister took stock of the 
progress in construction of the 
hospital that is on the verge of 

completion and urged all to expe-
dite the construction part so that 
the hospital can be started at the 
earliest. It may be mentioned here, 
some patient beds and machines 
like MRI and Cathlab have been in-
stalled in the respective wards.

Health Minister inspects construction 
of Multi Speciality Hospital in Sichey

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

Sikkim Cricket Associ-
ation [SCA] has con-

ducted selection trials 
for both men and wom-
en under three different 
categories namely Un-
der 19 Women’s for T20 
League, Under 16 Men’s 
for Vijay Merchant Tro-
phy and Under 19 Men’s 

for Vinoo Mankad Tro-
phy at Mining Cricket 
Ground in Rangpo, East 
Sikkim.

An SCA press release 
informs that over 200 
players from all four dis-
tricts of the State par-
ticipated in the daylong 
trial. A pool of 25 players 
in each category will be 
shortlisted and sent for 

camps before their re-
spective categories’ tour-
nament begins.

The coaches and 
trainers have been as-
signed by Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India 
[BCCI] and will join 
the respective teams in 
camp that will be held 
in a place allotted by the 
Board.

The release adds that 
due to lack of proper in-
frastructure for conduct-
ing a camp in the State at 
present, the BCCI will be 
allotting another place 
for camps.

During the camp, out 
of 25 players, only 15 will 
be selected for the tour-
naments on the basis of 
their performance.

SCA holds selection trials at Mining Ground

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
DZONGU, 10 S : 

Government employees of Lingthem, 
Passingdang, Sankalang of Dzongu, 

North Sikkim organized a coordination 
meeting and formed Adhoc Govern-
ment Employees Welfare Committee on 
Sunday.

The Committee is headed by Namg-
yal Lepcha as president and also has 
vice president, Nachyo Lepcha, gener-

al secretary, Jay Jay Lepcha, joint sec-
retary, Chakden Lepcha, treasurers, 
Lhakit Lepcha & Chendup Lepcha along 
with advisors, Sonam Lepcha, Norgay 
Lepcha, Damten Lepcha, Namgay Lep-
cha and Ongyal Lepcha. 

The government employees have 
also requested Sikkim Democratic 
Front party to ield new and young can-
didate from the area in the coming gen-
eral election.

Dzongu adhoc govt
employees form welfare

committee 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

As part of the ongoing capacity 
building requirements for promot-

ing and strengthening organic farming 
techniques, Mevedir conducted Ward 
level training for farmers of Sardung 
Lungzik GPU in West Sikkim today with 
Horticulture Development Of icer, YB 
Gurung, Field Assistant, Lall B Chettri, 
and Mevedir master trainer, Sabita Rai, 
as resource persons, a press release in-
forms.

Mevedir master trainer, Ms Rai, pre-
sented demonstration on preparation 
of Fermented Plant Extract [FPE] by 
using green leaf litter like Artimisea 
[Titeypati], Eupatorium [Banmara], etc. 

She also informed the farmers 
about internal inspection procedures 
while highlighting the importance of 
providing correct data to re lect correct 
statistics of the farming areas.

Likewise, HDO, Mr Gurung, talk-
ed about organic farming and various 
schemes of the State Government.

Ward level
training held for Sardung

Lungzik farmers

MYM Prerna 
organises 
Shaam-e-
Ghazal 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S : 
Marwari Yuva Manch, 
Prerna Branch, Gangtok 
organised a fund-raiser 
musical programme 
“Shaam-e-Ghazal” with 
renowned singer of 
Sikkim, Jiwan Sharma, 
enthralling the gathering 
with soulful ghazals on 08 
Sept at Hotel Summit in 
Gangtok. the programme 
also had the presence 
of Gangtok MLA, 
Pintso Chopel Lepcha, 
and Director, Human 
Resource Development 
Department, Hari 
Sharma, a press release 
informs.

Kalimpong 
marathon runner 
bags Monsoon 
Marathon trophy
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 10 S : Marathon 
Runner from Kalimpong, Uttam 
Bhujel, has won the 2nd edition 
of Monsoon Marathon organized 
by Interact Club of Tashi Namgyal 
Academy, Gangtok.

Uttam took 49 mins to complete 
14 KMS marathon which started 
from TNA and concluded back at 
the school premises.

He was awarded a trophy, cer-
ti icate and medal for his achieve-
ment.

“We are now practicing for the 
Delhi Half Marathon which will be 
held on 21 Oct,” said his coach, Bas-
ant Pradhan, who hails from Sikkim.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 S :

The irst meeting of 
Sikkim Football As-

sociation executive body 
with new the Referee 
Board of the association 
was held here at Football 
House on 09 Sept. 

The body, with full 
consensus, nominated 
former national referee, 
Bikash Pradhan, to head 
the Referee Board, which 
was accepted by All India 
Football Federation, 
informs an SFA press 
release.

The release informs 
that national referees, 
Reshmee  Chettri , Pre-

skila  Tamang, Sushmita  
Rai and Subash Tamang, 
were  also  present at the  
meeting. 

The meeting also dis-
cussed various upcoming 
programmes and events 
of the association.

SFA forms new Referee Board
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence. Mail 
us at: letters@summittimes.com
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Taking Pot-Shots
at Corruption

Easiest target, empty bullets

Corruption is the use of public of ice for private 
gain. The prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 de-

ines bribery as “a public servant taking grati ication 
other than legal remuneration in respect of an of icial 
act; a public servant obtaining a valuable thing, with-
out consideration from the person concerned in pro-
ceeding or the business transacted by such a public 
servant; and criminal misconduct”. Typical bureau-
cratese, we know, and requiring more than one read 
to comprehend. Meanwhile, since Sikkim appears to 
be pursuing a record of sorts when it comes to mak-
ing weekly corruption-related arrests, this would be 
as good a time as any to discuss this, as many have 
called it, necessary evil. 

Speak to anyone on the streets, and they will insist 
- and one speaks of the country and not just the State 
here - that work just won’t get done if there was no 
graft involved. Most would have us believe this, but is 
it really so? It shouldn’t, but it is. And this is because 
the two common interpretations of corruption are 
skewed. First, let us take the example of how politi-
cal parties see corruption. Corruption for parties the 
world over is something that the opposition does. 
Since in most democracies the reins of of ice change 
often, parties in Opposition will blame those in power 
and since the opposition is invariably a former gov-
ernment [or a government in waiting], graft charges 
become convenient ploys to pin down opponents. This 
is not necessarily because there are too many instanc-
es of corruption [given India’s dismal track-record of 
convictions, there appears to be too little corruption 
in higher places], but because corruption allegations 
demand no substantiation. The people will believe the 
corruption charges because according to them every-
one is corrupt and because the investigating agencies 
are controlled by the State, the investigations can be 
made to stretch ever longer and then the courts can 
take up more time. Few expect corruption charges to 
stick, but it at least keeps an opponent occupied on an-
other front. Examples abound, the Hawala scandal, the 
Bofors issue, the coal and the 3G cases and while on 
it, also the steady march of Sikkim’s leaders in-wait-
ing making frequent trips to Delhi with corruption 
charges against the present dispensation. And the list 
keeps growing longer with still more cases, still more 
allegations still more complaints. The bottomline 
however is that corruption charges are just sticks with 
which to whip up headlines or witch-hunts depending 
upon who holds the whip. Now, let’s see how the peo-
ple understand corruption. For most, it is something 
that gets their work done. They feed the monster to 
make their own lives better. That said, they still see 
themselves as suffering because of the corruption, not 
as cogs of the nexus. Many who make a noise about 
corruption are either politically motivated or are of-
fended because someone else bene ited from the graft 
when even they were in the race. This then is a corrupt 
practice as well.

It goes without saying that corruption cannot sur-
vive without political patronage, but blaming politi-
cians alone will not suf ice. Since it is the electorate 
which made them powerful enough to sidestep rules 
and hoodwink due process, it is also the electorate’s 
responsibility to keep them honest. No politician will 
continue being corrupt or continue looking the other 
way if the voters send out a clear signal that they will 
not tolerate it. Okay, maybe they won’t turn honest 
overnight, but will at least begin by toning down the 
lamboyance with which ill-gotten gains are launted 

at present. Even that would at least be a beginning and 
from there could start the process of addressing cor-
ruption in more practical terms as against the rhetoric 
[which in lames passions but does not resolve] or the 
equally disconcerting chest-beating which speaks of 
corruption in comparative terms [as if being less cor-
rupt was a virtue of some sorts]. One needs to accept 
that corruption cannot be graded since one is either 
corrupt or honest and there are no in-betweens. It is 
not about being less or more corrupt, because once 
someone is corrupt, then the scale of the scam is de-
cided by the opportunity available and not the sensi-
bilities of the corrupt person. That said, crackdowns 
cannot take refuge behind this argument because at 
least the authorities need to have a better sense of 
proportions so that the resources at their disposal are 
deployed for the best ‘returns’.

ASIT K. BISWAS & CECILIA 
TORTAJADA
Theconversation.com

Corruption has existed since the 
Egyptian dynasty and still per-

sists in almost every country around 
the globe.

After huge corruption scandals 
in Malaysia and Brazil, Indonesia has 
just witnessed one of its regions los-
ing more than 90% of its councillors 
as they are implicated in graft cases.

Looking through history, corrup-
tion seems inevitable.

OLD MYTHS ON CORRUPTION
The Oxford Dictionary de ines cor-
ruption as “dishonest or fraudulent 
conduct by those in power, typically 
involving bribery”.

Corruption originates from a Lat-
in word : corruptus. The word is the 
past participle of corrumpere, mean-
ing “mar, bribe, destroy”.

Corruption is as old as human his-
tory. The First Dynasty (3100–2700 
BC) of ancient Egypt noted corrup-
tion in its judiciary.

The practice also existed in an-
cient China. In Chinese mythology, ev-
ery household has a Kitchen God who 
watches the behavior of its members. 
A week before Chinese New Year, the 
Kitchen God ascends to heaven to 
present his annual report to the Ruler 
of Heaven, the Jade Emperor.

The fate of the household, wheth-
er this be reward or punishment, 
depends on this report. In an at-
tempt to ensure a good report, many 
households smear a cake of sugar and 
honey onto the picture of the Kitchen 
God they keep in their homes before 
burning the image, which in Chinese 
mythology is how the Kitchen God 
can ascend to heaven to meet the Jade 
Emperor.

In a similar vein, Greek histori-
an Herodotus notes the Alcmaeonid 
family bribed the Oracle of Delphi 
priestesses, one of the most powerful 
mystical forces of ancient Greek. Dat-
ing back to 1400 BC, people all over 
Greece and beyond came to have their 
questions answered by the Pythia, 
high priestess of Apollo. The wealthy 
Alcmaeonid family offered to lavish-
ly rebuild the Temple of Apollo with 
“Parian marble” after it had been de-
stroyed by an earthquake. In return, 
Pythia convinced the nation-state 
Sparta to help the family to conquer 
and rule Athens. Since it worked, Ar-
istotle noted even gods can be bribed!

CORRUPTIONS AROUND 
THE GLOBE

As the global economy expanded sig-
ni icantly during the 20th century, 
levels of corruption increased as well. 
It is dif icult to estimate the global 
magnitude and extent of corruption 
since these activities are carried out 
in secret.

The World Bank estimates in-
ternational bribery exceeds US$1.5 
trillion annually, or 2% of global GDP 
and ten times more than total global 
aid funds. Other estimates are higher 
at 2-5% of global GDP.

Corruption permeates all lev-
els of society from low-level public 
servants accepting petty bribes to 
national leaders stealing millions of 
dollars.

Transparency International esti-
mates Indonesia’s former president 
Suharto siphoned off anywhere from 
$15 billion to $35 billion. The Phil-
ippines’ Ferdinand Marcos, Mobutu 
Sese Seko of Zaire and Sani Abacha of 

Nigeria may have embezzled $5 bil-
lion each.

Brazil’s greatest corruption scan-
dal, codenamed Lava Jato (carwash), 
unearthed a vast and extraordinarily 
complex web of corruption. Direc-
tors of Petrobras, Brazil’s national 
oil company, used a slush fund to pay 
politicians who had appointed them 
to support the election campaigns of 
the governing coalition.

Lava Jato ensnared politicians and 
business leaders from 11 countries, 
ranging from Brazil to Peru. It side-
lined Brazil’s most popular resident, 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, now serving 
a 12-year prison sentence. The case 
forced the Peruvian president, Pedro 
Pablo Kuczynski, to resign when con-
fronted with an impeachment vote.

Another major recent corruption 
case is in Malaysia. Former prime 
minister Najib Razak is being investi-
gated for misappropriation from the 
Malaysian strategic company, 1Ma-
laysia Development Berhad (1MDB), 
which he chaired. The US Department 
of Justice has alleged $4.5 billion was 
misappropriated from 1MDB. The 
lawsuit has referred to Najib as “Ma-
laysian Of icial 1”, who is alleged to 
have received more than $1 billion in 
1MDB funds. Najib, who was accused 
of using some of the money to buy 
jewellery for his wife, has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Corruption cases involving na-
tional leaders are not unique. In 
2015, President Otto Pérez Molina of 
Guatemala was forced to resign after 
Congress stripped him of immunity 
because of his alleged role in a huge 
corruption scheme involving its na-
tional customs service.

In South Africa, the ruling African 
National Congress this year sacked 
President Jacob Zuma, who has been 
charged with corruption.

In 2017, South Korea impeached 
its president, Park Geun-hye, for 
bribery and other charges. In 2018, 
she was convicted of abuse of power, 
coercion and bribery and jailed for 24 
years.

CORRUPTION AS A WAY OF LIFE
Corruption has become a way of 
life in numerous countries. In 2011, 
Transparency International (TI) re-
ported that two-thirds of Bangla-
deshis and well over half of Indians 
had paid a bribe during the preceding 
12 months.

In 2017, it further reported that 
globally one in four people had paid 
bribes in the previous 12 months to 
access a public service. Nearly 57% 
of people around the world felt their 
governments were doing badly to 

ight corruption. Only 30% thought 
their governments were doing well.

Another TI study in 2017 showed 
globally around one-third of people 
consider their presidents, prime min-
isters, national and local government 
of icials, business executives, elected 
representatives and police of icers 
corrupt.

Police of icers are seen to be most 
corrupt in Sub-Saharan Africa (47%) 
and Asia Paci ic (39%). This is a dam-
aging indictment of the extent and 
magnitude of global corruption per-
ceptions in this age of Homo corruptus 
(very spoiled and marred persons).

THE IMPACTS
Corruption severely constrains pover-
ty alleviation and economic develop-
ment. In 2017, nearly 10% of Asians, 
around 400 million, lived in extreme 
poverty. Corruption siphons off funds 
intended for poverty alleviation.

Countries like Bangladesh, Chi-
na, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Thailand and the Philippines all face 
pervasive corruption problems.

If developing countries can con-
trol corruption and enforce the rule 
of law, the World Bank estimates per 
capita income could increase fourfold 
over the long term. On average, the 
business sector could grow 3% fast-
er. Corruption is also a de facto tax on 
foreign direct investments, amount-
ing to around 20%.

Controlling corruption can im-
prove many socio-economic indica-
tors, including reducing infant mor-
tality rate by 75%.

WHAT WE CAN DO?
International inancial systems have 
made it possible for public of icials 
to hide their ill-gotten wealth in tax 
havens. In 2014, the Panama Pa-
pers leaked 11.5 million iles. These 
showed that two national leaders 
among 143 politicians, their families 
and close associates from all over the 
world were using offshore tax havens 
to hide their wealth.

Similarly, the Paradise Papers 
leaked 13.4 million iles from two 
different offshore service providers 
and 19 tax haven company registries. 
It revealed offshore activities of more 
than 120 politicians and world lead-
ers as well as inancial engineering of 
more than 100 multinational corpo-
rations.

Controlling corruption requires 
strengthening institutions and 
promptly upholding the rules of law 
as some countries like Singapore 
have shown.Singapore’s late prime 
minister, Lee Kuan Yew, recounted 
that corruption was commonplace 
in the civil service during colonial 

times. When his party came to pow-
er, its leaders enshrined anti-corrup-
tion as a development priority since 
it was considered a prerequisite for 
good governance. Even then, Keppel 
Offshore and Marine, a unit of con-
glomerate Keppel Corporation of Sin-
gapore, paid a staggering ine of $422 
million to US, Brazilian and Singa-
porean authorities for paying bribes 
of $55 million to Petrobras and Sete 
Brasil. The bribes were paid between 
2001 and 2014 to win 13 contracts.

President Xi Jinping of China has 
declared a war on corruption, which 
has targeted both “tigers and lies”, a 
reference to senior and low-ranking 
of icials. Many powerful Chinese pol-
iticians and bureaucrats, who were 
previously considered untouchable, 
are now in jail because of corruption.

In India, virtually no major polit-
ical leader has been jailed for seri-
ous corruption. This has given many 
powerful politicians and senior bu-
reaucrats a licence to steal. A 2017 TI 
report noted nearly 70% of Indians 
who accessed a public service had to 
pay a bribe.

A silver lining is that over half of 
Indians now are positive about the 
government’s efforts to combat brib-
ery. However, more than 40% felt 
corruption had increased over the 
preceding 12 months.

Developed countries are not im-
mune to corruption either. The lat-
est high-pro ile example is US Pres-
ident Trump’s campaign manager, 
Paul Manafort. He has been indicted 
on eight tax and bank fraud charges, 
with more charges yet to be judged. 
Trump’s personal lawyer, Michael Co-
hen, has pleaded guilty to eight vio-
lations of banking, tax and campaign 
inance laws. These may prove to be 

the tip of the iceberg.
Gandhi said: “The world has 

enough for everyone’s need, but not 
enough for everyone’s greed.”

As the world’s economy expands, 
the potential for corruption increases 
as well.

Corruption can never be eliminat-
ed. Whether we like it or not, it has 
always been a part of human nature 
and will continue to infect society. As 
the age of Homo corruptus continues, 
the best any country can do is to keep 
it to a minimum.

[Asit K. Biswas is Distin-
guished Visiting Professor, Lee 

Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, 
National University of Singa-

pore; Cecilia Tortajada is Senior 
Research Fellow, Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, Nation-

al University of Singapore]

From our ancestors to modern leaders,
all do it: the story of corruption

DIANNE GERELUK
theconversation.com

Dress code policies have always been prevalent 
in schools. Normally, what children can and 

cannot wear in schools is explicitly noted in school 
policies or implicitly implied by broader cultural 
and societal norms.

The issue of the vast and sometimes exhaustive 
list of dress code policies of what cannot be worn 
has not had any resolution across localities and 
countries.

The problem with trying to develop a set of 
guidelines for school dress code policies is that the 
implementation or restriction of dress is just not 
about the clothes that kids wear. Dress code pol-
icies are mired in larger contested debates that 
have to do with gender identity, race and sexuality, 

re lective of a broader public discourse.
How school educators and policymakers set pa-

rameters of dress in schools creates a highly emo-
tional and volatile debate with little consensus or 
resolution.

Most obviously, the nature of many dress code vi-
olations interconnects to issues of gender and sexual 
identity. The vast majority of cases have targeted girls 
and LGBTQ youth on the basis that what one might 
wear reveals too much — that it’s sexually suggestive, 
distracting for other students or offensive to the local 
and cultural norms of the community.

SHAMING
Those who are not part of the “norm,” particular-
ly those children whose self-identity goes beyond 
traditional gender types, are more susceptible to 
stricter dress code infractions than those policies 

that privilege the status quo. Similarly, girls have 
taken the brunt of dress codes.

Tank tops, spaghetti straps, bare shoulders, 
cleavage or no cleavage, shorts that are too short, 
midriff, shirts/pants regulations are indicative of 
the multiple infractions that shame girls. The list 
is exhaustive. 

The infractions for noncompliance exacerbate 
the shaming of girls’ self-perception of their worth. 
And yet it points to the basic assumption that girls’ 
bodies are shameful — something that is to be cov-
ered, evaluated or objecti ied.

And when their bodies are not covered, it sup-
posedly sends a clear message that girls are at fault 
should something wrongful be done to them; they 
somehow deserved such a fate.

It’s time to address the hidden
agenda of school dress codes
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This narrative, whether in-

tended or not, plays to the broader 
social movements beyond simply 
that of dress codes. Dress code 
policies mask broader issues such 
as one’s right to their own bodies.

Dress codes minimize the in-
creasing public outcries over sex-
ual harassment and assault that 
have been made so public with the 
explosion of the #MeToo move-
ment. Conversations around is-
sues of systemic racism or discrim-
ination are also further cloaked.

Forms of dress may be cur-
tailed in schools when they chal-
lenge dominant religious views. 
When schools or boards ban par-
ticular types of religious dress, a 
clear and real danger of under-
mining religious minorities exists. 
They may feel a broader form of 

systemic discrimination lurking 
behind this ban.

CREATING INCLUSIVE, 
BODY-POSITIVE DRESS CODES

If schools are going to remove this 
shackle of the perpetual dress code 
wars in schools, let educators and 
policymakers call it for what it is – 
a diversion behind the more signif-
icant public issues that remain in-
tensely contested and vociferous.

If educators and policymak-
ers are genuinely worried about 
the safety of their students or the 
decorum of dress codes, schools 
could simply follow the steps of 
one school administrator from 
Evanston Township High School 
in Illinois. The high school’s funda-
mental “rule” mandated that cer-
tain body parts must be covered 
for all students at all times. Spe-
ci ically, students must wear their 

clothes in a way that fully covers 
their genitals, buttocks, breasts 
and nipples with opaque fabric.

Such a simple yet inevitably 
provocative dress code policy re-
moves the broader contested as-
pects of gender, sexual identity, 
faith or systemic discrimination.

If society is concerned about 
cultivating students’ attentiveness 
regarding etiquette and decorum 
in light of our community values, 
let’s make space in schools to 
discuss the root of these issues 
through meaningful political 
dialogue rather than using dress 
codes to obscure and cloak the 
more pressing and substantive 
issues. 

[the writer is Professor 
and Associate Dean, Under-

graduate Programs in Educa-
tion, University of Calgary]

It’s time to address the hidden agenda...

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , S  10 (PTI): Om 
Prakash Mishra, who studied 
law in India, is set to become 
Nepal’s new Chief Justice after 
the Parliamentary Hearing Com-
mittee Monday unanimously 
endorsed his name for the top 
judicial post.

Mishra, the senior-most 
justice after Justice Deepak Raj 
Joshee, will assume charge as 
the Chief Justice after President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari of icially 
appoints him.

The Parliamentary Hearing 
Committee (PHC) conducted 
hearings on complaints iled 
against Mishra before giving its 
approval to appoint him as the 
Chief Justice, said committee co-

ordinator Laxman Lal Karna.
The Committee had re-

ceived four complaints against 
Mishra, one of which was later 
withdrawn. The in-camera par-
liamentary hearings were con-
ducted on the remaining three 

complaints, Karna said.
The Constitutional Council 

on August 23 had unanimously 
nominated Acting Chief Justice 
Mishra for the appointment 
of the top judicial post after 
the PHC rejected Chief Justice 

nominee Joshee, citing contro-
versial issues related to the 
candidate’s academic certifi-
cates and discrepancies in his 
date of birth.

He was later rejected by the 
PHC on August 3.

Mishra assumed the duty 
of the Acting Chief justice from 
August 5 when Joshee went on a 
15-day leave.

Born on January 1, 1954, 
Mishra, a resident of Raipur of 
Rupandehi district, holds a mas-
ter’s degree in Comparative Law 
from Delhi University (1989) 
and another master’s degree in 
Political Science from Tribhuvan 
University (1985).

He joined judicial service in 
1981 as a section of icer.

Om Prakash Mishra set to become
Nepal’s new Chief Justice

Business as 
usual for 
Congress-
ruled 
Mizoram 
on ‘Bharat 
Bandh’
A , S  10 (PTI): 
Shops, of ices and educa-
tional institutions were 
open in Congress-ruled 
Mizoram on Monday as 
there was no impact of 
the ‘Bharat Bandh’ any-
where in the state, of i-
cials said.

Neither the Mizoram 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (MPCC) nor 
the opposition parties 
joined the nation-wide 
bandh called by the 
Congress and supported 
by 21 political parties 
protesting against the 
unprecedented rise in 
fuel prices.

MPCC vice president 
and state Home Minis-
ter R Lalzirliana told PTI 
that not even a meeting 
on the issue was con-
vened and no discus-
sion was held to join the 
‘Bharat Bandh’ in the 
state.

However, the MPCC 
would organise a token 
sit-in in front of Vanapa 
Hall in the afternoon in 
the state capital.

Congress Legislature 
Party (CLP) secretary 
Lalrinmawia Ralte, po-
litical secretary to Chief 
Minister Lal Thanhawla, 
said the matter had not 
been deliberated in the 
meetings of the MPCC.

He said that he was 
not aware as to why the 
MPCC did not join the 
bandh in the state, which 
is the last bastion of the 
Congress party in the 
northeast.

Assam 
declares death 
anniversary of 
Sankaradeva 
as holiday
G , S  10 
(PTI): Assam govern-
ment has declared Tues-
day as a public holiday 
on account of the death 
anniversary of Vaishnav 
saint Srimanta Sankarde-
va, an of icial release said 
Monday.

The holiday has been 
declared as a public hol-
iday under Section 25 of 
NI Act, 1881, it said.

All inancial institu-
tions/cooperative banks 
will remain closed on ac-
count of the holiday.

The state will observe 
the 450th death anniver-
sary of the saint who has 
an all pervasive in luence 
on Assamese culture, re-
ligion and society.

K , S  10 (PTI): With 
the Bharat Bandh evoking no re-
sponse in West Bengal, the ruling 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) Mon-
day said the state government did 
not allow normal life to be para-
lysed, while the CPI(M) termed 
the party as a supporter of the BJP 
government at the Centre.

Though the TMC supported 
the issues for which the bandh 
was called, TMC Secretary Gen-
eral Partha Chatterjee said it op-
posed the shutdown to prevent 
loss of mandays and not to ham-
per the ongoing development 
process in the state.

Chatterjee said the state gov-
ernment did not allow normal 
life to be paralysed during the 
“Bharat Bandh” hours.

“Steps have been taken to 
keep alive normal life,” Urban 
Development Minister Firhad 
Hakim said while leading a pro-
test march at Entally area in 
Central part of the city.

Left Front Chairman Biman 
Bose alleged that TMC supremo 
Mamata Banerjee’s stance on 
the Bandh actually became “a 
support to the Narendra Modi 
government.”

CPI(M) state Secretary Sur-
jya Kanta Mishra said there was 
no difference between the TMC 
and the BJP.

“Both the parties are work-
ing together with a perfect un-
derstanding. The TMC’s stance 
on the bandh is just an example,” 
Mishra said.

West Bengal Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president 
Adhir Chowdhury alleged that 
the TMC helped the BJP with its 
full support.

“The TMC workers and en-
tire administration were de-

ployed to foil the bandh and 
ful ill the purpose of the BJP,” 
Chowdhury claimed.

State BJP president Dil-
ip Ghosh, on the other hand, 
said, “The TMC is opposing the 
bandh. But actually it is trying 
to provide oxygen to the ailing 
Congress and the CPI(M).”

The TMC took out several 
rallies here to protest marches 
across the state against the in-
creasing prices of petrol, diesel 
and cooking gas and the falling 
value of rupee.

Leading one such rally in the 

city, state PWD minister Arup 
Biswas said Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has removed the 
term ‘bandh’ from the dictionary 
of West Bengal.

Trinamool Youth Congress 
president and MP Abhishek Ba-
nerjee slammed the BJP for its 
‘anti-people’ policies.

“The BJP must be dethroned 
in 2019 Parliamentary election. 
People will not allow Modi gov-
ernment to retain power after 
suffering enormously in every-
day life,” said Banerjee, also the 
nephew of the chief minister.

Bandh: TMC govt maintains life normal,
CPI(M) dubs it pro-Modi

K , S  10 (PTI): 
The vice-chancellor and 
registrar of Presidency 
University were stopped 
from entering the insti-
tute’s campus Monday 
by a section of agitating 
students, who blocked 
the main gate demanding 
immediate accommoda-
tion in an adjacent hostel.

Ujan, a member of In-
dependent Consolidation 
(IC) and one of the 50 
students who had been 
agitating at the institute 
since August 3, said he 
inspected Hindu Hostel 
Sunday along with oth-
ers and found two blocks 
ready for use.

“The authorities 
have been claiming that 
the hostel is undergoing 
renovation work, but we 
found out that two of the 
six blocks are suitable for 
use. With no solution in 
sight, we bolted the main 
gate in the morning, de-
manding we be allowed 
to put up in those two 
blocks,” he said.

VC Anuradha Lohia, 
who had to return from 
the gate along with Reg-
istrar Debajyoti Konar, 
expressed concern that 
the agitation might affect 
tomorrow’s convocation 
ceremony.

“Only a section of 
students are involved in 
such activities (protest). 
I don’t want tomorrow’s 
(Tuesday) convocation 
ceremony to get affected 
in any way,” she said.

Lohia, however, clar-
i ied that she would not 
seek police help to sort 
out the matter under any 
circumstances.

Ujan, on behalf of the 
agitating students, said 
the university authorities 
should have taken note of 
the students who fell ill 
during the course of the 
agitation.

“We are not against 

the convocation ceremo-
ny as it involves the pres-
tige of Presidency. But 
the authorities must take 
a note of the fact that 14 
of our batch mates fell ill 
since August 3 and one of 
them is still recovering in 
hospital,” he said, adding 
that the authorities were 
insensitive to their plight.

The vice chancellor 
had on several occasions 
in the past urged the stu-
dents to wait for another 
six months for the com-
pletion of the repair work.

Asked about reports 
of three to four agitating 
students suffering from 
malaria and viral fever, Lo-
hia had said, “I have been 
requesting the students to 
take care of their health, 
not to lie on campus ve-
randa, but return to their 
present rented accommo-
dation at New Town.”

The Hindu Hostel, ad-
joining the College Street 
institute, was shut down 
for repairs on July 29, 2015, 
and 150 boarders were 
shifted to a rented accom-
modation at New Town.

The Presidency au-
thorities had last year 
assured the students that 
all six blocks of the hostel 
would be opened for the 
boarders after comple-
tion of renovation work 
by the irst week of Au-
gust this year. However, 
work was delayed due to 
various reasons.

Protesting the delay, 
around 50 students had 
been observing a sit-in 
on the university campus 
since August 3, demand-
ing room allotment in 
Hindu Hostel.

They claimed that 
their present accommo-
dation in New Town was 
far from the institute and 
travelling over 18km to 
reach the campus in-
curred additional costs 
and killed time.

Presidency row: VC,
registrar stopped from 

entering campus

S , S  10 (PTI): 
Meghalaya’s former Chief 
Minister Mukul Sangma 
has inally vacated the 
CM’s Goodwood bun-
galow, six months after 
demitting of ice, an of i-
cial said Monday.

“The Leader of Oppo-
sition (Mukul Sangma) 
has vacated the Good-
wood bungalow last 
week. He has shifted to 
Sherwood bungalow, the 
of icial residence of the 
Leader of Opposition, a 
senior General Admin-
istrative Department 
(GAD) of icial told PTI.

Mukul’s younger 
brother Zenith Sangma, 
who too had been over-

staying in his of icial res-
idence, had vacated the 
premises on September 
1, the GAD of icial said.

He said renovation 
works was going on at 
Sherwood bungalow 
which the former chief 
minister and senior Con-
gress leader D D Lapang 
occupied for 18 years.

The scenic Goodwood 
bungalow, built atop a 
hillock near the Polo 
Ground, was constructed 
for over Rs 10 crore.

Mukul had occupied 
it since 2013, soon after 
he was sworn in as the 
chief minister for the sec-
ond consecutive term.

Chief Minister Conrad 
K Sangma is yet to move 
in to the of icial Good-
wood bungalow, the of i-
cial said.

Former Meghalaya CM Mukul Sangma
inally vacates of icial bungalow
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK
Memo No: 198/MSD/R&B/2018-19       Date: 08/09/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Assistant Engineer (Mangan), Roads & Bridges Department Government of Sikkim, invites 

sealed tenders under single bid system from the `from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department 
vide Notifi cation No: 556/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 28/08/2018 & 515/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 12/06/2018, through competitive bidding within the 
territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / Urban Local Bodies where the work is to be executed.
The details of works and time schedule are as under:

SL. 
NO.

NAME OF WORK  AMOUNT PUT 
TO TENDER (IN 

RS.)

EARNEST 
MONEY @ 

2.50% (IN RS.)

COST OF TENDER 
DOCUMENTS

COMPLETION 
TIME

1 Construction of road from Teesta Urja Adit IV to 
Ramom village, Shipgyer Ramam GPU (km 0.00 to 
km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

2 Construction of road from Teesta Urja Adit IV to 
Ramom village, Shipgyer Ramam GPU (km 1.00 to 
km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

3 Construction of road from Dunchebong  via Tingvong-
kyong, Tongvong GPU (km 0.00 to km 0.50)

21,19,248.00 52,981.00 1,500.00 09 Months

4 Construction of road from Tingvong School road to 
Tingvong Gumpa, Tingvong GPU (km 0.00 to km 
1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

5 Construction of road from Tingvong School road to 
Tingvong Gumpa, Tingvong GPU (km 1.00 to km 
2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

6 Construction of road from Lingthem road to Panang 
Village, Passingdang Saff o GPU (km 0.00 to 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

7 Construction of road from Lingthem road to Panang 
Village, Passingdang Saff o GPU (km 1.00 to km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

8 Construction of road from Taryang Village to Taryang 
Gumpa, Lum-Gor-Sangtok GPU (km 0.00 to km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

9 Construction of road from Taryang Village to Taryang 
Gumpa, Lum-Gor-Sangtok GPU (km 1.00 to km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

10 Construction of road from Gor School to Gor Gumpa 
under Lum-Gor- Sangtok GPU (km 0.00 to km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

11 Construction of road from Gor School to Gor Gumpa 
under Lum-Gor- Sangtok GPU (km 1.00 to km 2.50)

63,57,744.00 1,58,944.00 5,000.00 09 Months

12 Construction of road from Tingchim village to Bay 
village via crematorium ground, Tingchim Chandey 
GPU (km 0.00 to km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

13 Construction of road from Tingchim village to Bay 
village via crematorium ground, Tingchim Chandey 
GPU (km 1.00 to km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

14 Construction of road from Jhusing PMGSY  road to 
Lingding Rangrang-Dikchu road via Tibuk village 
Mangshila-Tibuk GPU (km 0.00 to km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

15 Construction of road from Jhusing PMGSY  road to 
Lingding Rangrang-Dikchu road via Tibuk village, 
Mangshila-Tibuk GPU (km 1.00 to km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

16 Construction of road from Jhusing PMGSY  road to 
Lingding Rangrang-Dikchu road via Tibuk village, 
Mangshila-Tibuk GPU (km 2.00 to km 3.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

17 Construction of road from Jhusing PMGSY  road to 
Lingding Rangrang-Dikchu road via Tibuk village 
Mangshila-Tibuk GPU (km 3.00 to km 4.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

18 Construction of road from Jhusing PMGSY  road to 
Lingding Rangrang-Dikchu road via Tibuk village 
Namok-Swayem  GPU (km 4.00 to km 5.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

19 Construction of road from Jhusing PMGSY  road to 
Lingding Rangrang-Dikchu road via Tibuk village 
Namok-Swayem  GPU (km 5.00 to km 6.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

20 Construction of road from North Sikkim Highway 
to Namok Gumpa, Namok Swayem GPU in North 
Sikkim. (km 0.00 to km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

21 Construction of road from North Sikkim Highway 
to Namok Gumpa, Namok Swayem GPU in North 
Sikkim. (km 1.00 to km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

22 Construction of road from North Sikkim Highway 
to Namok Gumpa, Namok Swayem GPU in North 
Sikkim. (km 2.00 to km 3.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

23 Construction of road from North Sikkim Highway 
to Namok Gumpa, Namok Swayem GPU in North 
Sikkim. (km 3.00 to km 4.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

24 Construction of road from North Sikkim Highway 
to Namok Gumpa, Namok Swayem GPU in North 
Sikkim. (km 4.00 to km 5.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

25 Construction of road from PWD Road to Upper 
Lingzya, Sakyong Pentong GPU in North Sikkim. (km 
0.00 to km 1.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

26 Construction of road from PWD Road to Upper 
Lingzya, Sakyong Pentong GPU in North Sikkim. (km 
1.00 to km 2.00)

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 09 Months

TIME SCHEDULE:

1 Date of submission of applica  on with Bank Receipt for issue of Tender Documents (excluding 
Tender Form) from the Offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Mangan Sub-Division, Roads & Bridges 
Department, Mangan, North Sikkim

10th October 2018 (10.00am to 4.00pm)

2 Date of issue of tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest money) from the Offi  ce of the 
Assistant Engineer, Mangan Sub-Division, Roads & Bridges Department, Mangan, North Sikkim.

12th October 2018 (10.00am to 4.00pm)

3 Last Date and Time for submission of Tender in the Village Administra  ve Centre of the respec-
 ve Gram Panchayat Unit.

a For works from Sl.No. 01 to Sl.No.02 24th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

b For works from Sl.No. 03 to Sl.No.05 25th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

c For works from Sl.No. 06 to Sl.No.07 25th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

d For works from Sl.No. 08 to Sl.No.11 26th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

e For works from Sl.No. 12 to Sl.No.13 26th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

f For works from Sl.No. 14 to Sl.No.19 29th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

g For works from Sl.No. 20 to Sl.No.24 29th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

h For works from Sl.No. 25 to Sl.No.26 30th October 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm)

4 Date and Time for Opening of Tender in the Village Administra  ve Centre of the respec  ve 
Gram Panchayat Unit.  

a For works from Sl.No. 01 to Sl.No.02 24th October 2018 (2.00pm)

b For works from Sl.No. 03 to Sl.No.05 25th October 2018 (2.00pm)

c For works from Sl.No. 06 to Sl.No.07 25th October 2018 (2.00pm)

d For works from Sl.No. 08 to Sl.No.11 26th October 2018 (2.00pm)

e For works from Sl.No. 12 to Sl.No.13 26th October 2018 (2.00pm)

f For works from Sl.No. 14 to Sl.No.19 29th October 2018 (2.00pm)

g For works from Sl.No. 20 to Sl.No.24 29th October 2018 (2.00pm)

h For works from Sl.No. 25 to Sl.No.26 30th October 2018 (2.00pm)

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors / Firms of appropriate Class/ Area.
2. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. The application would invariably be signed by the 

contractor himself/ herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application 
shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applications should enclose attested copies of the (a) latest No Objection Certifi cate/Tax Clearance Certifi cate from the Commercial Taxes 
Division, FRED, (b) Validated / Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate and Professional Tax Clearance Certifi cate along with application. 
It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/ updated Enlistment Certifi cate during sale/ issue of the Tender Documents for verifi cation.

4. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the period specifi ed in (as above 
from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer (Mangan), Roads & Bridges Department, Mangan, North Sikkim on production of requisite Bank 
Receipt of the State Bank of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Document (Non-Refundable) under the revenue head of the respective GPUs 
where the work is to be executed.

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedules Bank which includes deposit 
in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour of the Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges Department, Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok. 
Tender Form shall be issued only on production of the Temporary Deposit Receipt of 2.50% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a seated cover with the name of the Tenderers and 
the name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl. No: 3(a), 3(b) and 3 (c) above should be enclosed with the off er.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the Village Administrative Centre of the respective GPUs where the work I to be exe-
cuted on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderers on the date and 
time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and Conditions of Contract and 
other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive of Value Added Tax and all other Taxes 
and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be 
rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents rates as per approved 
Scheduled of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the Scheduled of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the technically 
checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the PCE-cum-Secretary/ Head of the Department will be fi nal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of the Depart-
ment. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments  to the contractor unless test certifi cates are not produced by the contractor when 
called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractors shall be at his own risk and cost. The department shall not be liable for payment of 
such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90(ninety) days. The work should commence within 15 (fi fteen) days from the date of issue of 
Work Order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit 
shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5.00% or the value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The contractors are also required to submit Xerox copy of PAN card.
18. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produces shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Government from time to time and applicable on the 

date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or 
Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

19. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action 
shall be initiated as per the rules.

20. The Department reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any 
reason thereof.

21. In case the man powers employed by the contractor are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the 
contractors to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

22. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under.
(a)Transportation, Handling, storage and use of explosive (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provision of the India Explosive Act and 

General Guideline, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.
(b)The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with 

regard to transportations, storages, handling, and use of explosive shall be maintained by the contractor.
23. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction period i.e. 

beginning, middle and completion stages.
24. Damages to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of 

negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.
25. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for which the tenderer 

should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.
26. The cost of stock materials and bridge parts supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills as per rules.
27. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat unit where the work is to be executed.

Sd/-
ASSISTANT ENGINEER

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT.
MANGAN, SUB DIVISION

R.O. No. 336/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 Date:08.09.2018.

N  Y , S  10 (AFP): No-
vak Djokovic clinched his third 
US Open title on Sunday with a 
6-3, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 triumph over 
Juan Martin del Potro, taking 
him level with Pete Sampras’s 
mark of 14 Grand Slams.

Djokovic, playing in his 
eighth inal in New York and al-
ready the champion in 2011 and 
2015, is now just three Slams 
behind Rafael Nadal and six 
back from the record 20 held by 
Roger Federer.

It was also the third time the 
31-year-old Serb -- who missed 
last year’s tournament with an 
elbow injury which sent his ca-
reer into a mini-crisis -- com-
pleted the Wimbledon-US Open 
double.

For world number three Del 
Potro, it was a heartbreaking 
experience coming in just his 
second Slam inal, nine years 
after he was crowned US Open 
champion.

It was Djokovic’s 15th win 
over the Argentine and ifth in 
ive at the Slams.

Victory also means that 50 
of the last 55 majors have been 
win by the ‘Big Four’ of Federer, 
Nadal, Djokovic and Andy Mur-
ray.

With the Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium roof closed as heavy rain 

swept New York, conditions 
were slow and sluggish.

After taking just two points 
off Del Potro’s irst three service 
games, Djokovic, in his eighth 
inal in New York and 23rd at 

the majors, pounced to break for 
5-3.

The key was his success with 
a lung-busting 22-shot rally and 
he pocketed the set when the 
29-year-old del Potro netted a 
forehand.

It was only the second set 
dropped by the Argentine at the 
tournament.

For Djokovic, it was an illus-
tration of him growing into the 
championships as he took his 
run of consecutive sets won to 
14, stretching back to the second 
round against Tennys Sandgren.

Djokovic was soon 3-1 up in 
the second set before Del Potro 
carved out his irst break point 
of the match to level at 3-3.

He had three 
more chances 
in the eighth, all 
saved by Djokov-
ic in a marathon 
20-minute game 
which left even 
Hollywood super-
star Meryl Streep 
clasping her head 
in astonishment.

The effort took 
its toll on a sud-
denly weary-look-
ing Del Potro as a 
95-minute set was 
claimed by Djokov-
ic in the tiebreak.

Del Potro was 
looking at having 
to become the irst 
man since Pancho 
Gonales in 1949 to 
win the US title from 
two sets down.

Djokovic sprinted into a 3-1 
lead in the third set before a bat-
tling Del Potro clung on, hitting 
back for 3-3.

But off the back of a 24-shot 
rally, Djokovic broke again for 
5-3 and he was within tanta-
lising touching distance of his 
14th Grand Slam title, just three 
months after he had left Roland 
Garros in despair after a shatter-
ing quarter- inal exit.

Djokovic wins third US Open, equals
Sampras on 14 Grand Slams

M , S  10 (PTI): 
A rare feat recently 
achieved, Asian Games 
gold medal winning 
shooter Rahi Sarnobat 
has now trained her eyes 
on scripting another 
history -- a medal at the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Sarnobat, 27, entered 
the record books when 
she became the irst Indi-
an woman shooter to win 
a gold medal at the Asian 
Games. She achieved 
the feat by bagging the 
yellow metal in 25m air 
pistol event in Jakarta re-
cently.

“An Olympic medal is 
the only thing which is 
left to achieve. So now 
the next (target) will be 
the (2020) Olympics,” 
she told PTI.

“I went to Olympic 
Games before but those 

are past now. Now it 
should be a podium in-
ish (in Tokyo),” added 
Rahi, who hails from Kol-
hapur district.

No Indian female 
shooter has managed to 
win an Olympic medal so 
far in the history of the 
Games.

Sarnobat said to ful il 
her Olympic dream, she 
now needs to give more 
focus on mental and 
physical training.

“There are many things 
that I have to improve. 
Olympics is not easy. There 
pressure is completely 
different. You need to be 
psychologically and phys-
ically strong. Technically 
Indian shooters are now 
in very good shape. So now 
we have to focus more on 
mental and physical train-
ing,” she said.

After Asiad success, Sarnobat
now eyes Olympics

Champion 
Osaka ‘grateful’ 
for US Open 
chance
N  Y , S  10 (AFP): 
US Open champion Nao-
mi Osaka tweeted Sunday 
she was “grateful” for the 
chance to take on child-
hood hero Serena Wil-
liams for her irst Grand 
Slam title. Osaka became 
the irst Japanese player 
to win a Grand Slam with 
a 6-2, 6-4 victory over 
Williams.

“So there’s been a lot 
going on but I just want 
to say, I was grateful to 
have the opportunity to 
play on that stage yester-
day. Thank you,” tweeted 
the 20-year-old Osaka, 
who is projected to rise 
to seventh in the world 
rankings on Monday.

Osaka’s victory was 
overshadowed by three 
code violations meted out 
to Williams, which led to 
an emotional outburst 
from the 23-time Grand 
Slam champion in the 
second set and made for a 
chaotic end to the match.
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M , S  10 (AFP): Rus-
sia on Tuesday will launch 
the biggest military drills in 
its history involving 300,000 
troops as well as Chinese 
soldiers, in a move NATO de-
nounced as “exercising large-
scale con lict”.

The week-long deploy-
ment alongside Chinese and 
Mongolian armies dubbed 
“Vostok-2018” (East-2018) 
will start in eastern Siberia on 
September 11.

It comes at a time of es-
calating tensions between 
Moscow and the West over 
accusations of Russian in-
terference in western affairs 
and the ongoing con licts in 
Ukraine and Syria.

The Russian army has 
compared the show of force 
to the USSR’s 1981 war games 
that saw between 100,000 and 
150,000 Warsaw Pact soldiers 
take part in “Zapad-81” (West-
81) -- the largest military exer-
cises of the Soviet era.

But defence minister 
Sergei Shoigu said this time 
would be even larger, with 
300,000 soldiers, 36,000 mil-
itary vehicles, 1,000 planes 
and 80 warships taking part 
in the drills.

“Imagine 36,000 military 
vehicles moving at the same 
time: tanks, armoured per-
sonnel carriers, infantry ight-
ing vehicles -- and all of this, 
of course, in conditions as 
close to a combat situation as 
possible,” Shoigu said.

The Russian army will 
roll out all of its latest addi-
tions for the event: Iskander 
missiles that can carry nucle-
ar warheads, T-80 and T-90 
tanks and its recent Su-34 and 
Su-35 ighter planes.

At sea, the Russian leet 

will deploy several frigates 
equipped with Kalibr missiles 
that have been used in Syria.

Russia’s previous mili-
tary exercise in the region, 
Vostok-2014, was almost half 
the size, with 155,000 sol-
diers participating.

The country’s war games 
in Eastern Europe last year, 
Zapad-2017, saw 12,700 
troops take part according to 
Moscow. Ukraine and the Bal-
tic states said the true num-
ber was far bigger.

President Vladimir Pu-

tin is expected to attend Vo-
stok-2018 after hosting an 
economic forum in Russia’s 
far eastern city Vladivostok 
where his Chinese counter-
part Xi Jinping is one of the 
star guests.

Russian military analyst 
Pavel Felgenhauer said the 
games were a “preparation 
for a future world war”.

“The army’s General Staff 
believes this will take place 
after 2020 in the form of ei-
ther a global war or a series 
of con licts with magnitude,” 

he said.
“The enemy is the United 

States and its allies.” Accord-
ing to Felgenhauer, China’s 
participation -- although 
modest with only 3,200 men 
-- will be a key factor at the 
drills.

“It’s not just about a sign 
or a message, but about a 
preparation for a real-life war 
of great magnitude,” he said.

This opinion was shared 
by NATO, which said that 
Vostok-2018 “demonstrates 
Russia’s focus on exercising 
large-scale con lict”.

“It its into a pattern we 
have seen over some time 
-- a more assertive Russia, 
signi icantly increasing its de-
fence budget and its military 
presence,” said the alliance’s 
spokesman Dylan White.

Russia has denied the 
drills are a cause for worry.

“Vostok-2018 is far from 
NATO’s area of responsibili-
ty and does not affect the se-
curity of its member states,” 
the Russian foreign minis-
try’s spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said.

Relations between Russia 
and the West declined sharp-
ly in 2014 with Moscow’s an-

nexation of Crimea and the 
subsequent con lict in eastern 
Ukraine.

Since then Moscow has 
increased the number of its 
large-scale military exercises 
in the Caucasus, the Baltic and 
the Arctic.

At the same time the 
Kremlin has accused NATO 
of expanding westwards and 
threatening Russian national 
security.

This week, Russia held 
military exercises in the Med-
iterranean.

More than 25 warships 
and around 30 planes took 
part in the drills, as Russia in-
creased its military presence 
in Syria where it intervened 
to help the Bashar al-Assad 
regime in 2015.

Around 2,200 Ukrainian, 
American and other NATO 
soldiers took part in military 
exercises in western Ukraine 
in early September.

Last month, the Krem-
lin’s spokesman said Russia’s 
“ability to defend itself in the 
current international situa-
tion which is often aggressive 
and unfriendly to our coun-
try is justi ied, essential and 
without alternative”.

Russia prepares for biggest war games in its history

G , S  10 (AFP): 
The UN rights chief called 
Monday for the creation 
of a new “mechanism” 
tasked with preparing 
criminal indictments 
over atrocities commit-
ted in Myanmar, amid 
allegations of genocide 
against the Rohingya mi-
nority.

In her irst speech 
as head of the UN rights 
of ice, Michelle Bachelet 
called on the UN Human 
Rights Council to cre-
ate “an independent in-
ternational mechanism 
for Myanmar, to collect, 
consolidate, preserve 
and analyse evidence of 
the most serious inter-
national crimes, in order 
to expedite fair and in-
dependent trials in na-
tional and international 
courts.”

“I urge the Council 
to pass a resolution, and 
refer the matter to the 
General Assembly for 
its endorsement, so that 
such a mechanism can be 
established,” she said.

Such a panel has al-
ready been created for 
the Syrian con lict.

A UN Fact- inding 
Mission last month is-
sued a damning report 
concluding there was 
enough evidence to pros-
ecute Myanmar’s army 
chief and ive other top 
military commanders for 
crimes against humanity 
and genocide against the 
Rohingya.

Some 700,000 Ro-
hingya Muslims led 
northern Rakhine state 
to Bangladesh after 
Myanmar launched a 
brutal crackdown on in-
surgents in August last 

year amid accounts of 
arson, murder and rape 
by soldiers and vigilante 
mobs in the mainly Bud-
dhist country.

Myanmar has vehe-
mently denied allega-
tions of ethnic cleansing, 
insisting it was respond-
ing to attacks by Rohing-
ya rebels.

The fact- inding mis-
sion is asking the UN 
rights council, which 
opened Monday and will 
be in session through 
September 28, to renew 
its mandate for another 
year.

If created, the new 
mechanism focused on 
preparing cases for pros-
ecution would comprise 
a separate group of ex-
perts.

Bachelet, a for-
mer Chilean president, 
stressed Monday that the 
panel would also “com-
plement and support the 
preliminary examination 
of the ICC Prosecutor.”

The Internation-
al Criminal Court an-
nounced last week that 
it had jurisdiction to 
probe the crisis because 
of the cross-border na-
ture of the alleged “de-
portations” of the Ro-
hingya to Bangladesh 
-- a decision Myanmar’s 
government has “reso-
lutely” rejected.

Bachelet welcomed 
the ICC decision, describ-
ing it as “an immensely 
important step towards 
ending impunity and ad-
dressing the enormous 
suffering of the Rohingya 
people.

“I emphasise the im-
perative of justice for 
Myanmar,” she said.

UN rights
chief urges new

panel for Myanmar
prosecutions

P , S  10 (AFP): Seven 
people including two British 
tourists were wounded in Par-
is late Sunday by a knife-wield-
ing man, a terrifying attack 
that bystanders tried to stop 
by throwing petanque balls at 
the assailant.

Four of the victims were in 
a critical condition, police said, 
after the man brandishing a 
large blade and and iron bar 
went on the rampage next to 
a canal in the northeast of the 
capital.

The suspect is believed to be 
an Afghan national and has been 
arrested, said a source close to 
the enquiry, adding he had tar-
geted “strangers” but that “noth-
ing at this stage shows signs of a 
terrorist nature”.

Chaos erupted on the banks 
of the Bassin de la Villette, an 
area popular with locals and 
visitors who frequent the ca-
fes, cinemas and other cultural 
venues along its banks, just af-
ter 11:00 pm (local time).

Eyewitness Youssef Najah, 

28, said he was walking beside 
the canal when he saw a man 
running and holding a knife 
about 25-30 cm (10-11 inches) 
long.

“There were around 20 
people chasing him. They 
started throwing petanque 
balls at him,” Najah said, re-
ferring to the sport popular in 
France also known as boules.

“Around four or ive balls 
hit him in the head, but they 
weren’t able to stop him,” he 
added.

According to the same wit-

ness, the attacker then dived 
into an alleyway, where the 
man “tried to hide behind 
two British tourists. We said 
to them: ‘Watch out, he has a 
knife”. But they didn’t react”.

The pair were then at-
tacked, he said.

A security guard at one of 
two cinemas on either side of 
the water said he had seen the 
attacker running away from 
two men who were trying to 
stop him.

“He had an iron bar in his 
hand which he threw at the 

men chasing him, then he took 
out a knife,” he told AFP.

The UK foreign of ice said it 
was aware of reports of the at-
tack and was “urgently investi-
gating this incident” in cooper-
ation with French authorities, 
British media reported.

A police investigation has 
been launched for attempted 
murder, according to a judicial 
source. It is the latest of several 
knife attacks France has seen in 
recent months, with terrorism 
being ruled out in most cases.

On August 23, a man 
stabbed his mother and sister 
to death and seriously injured 
another person in a town near 
Paris before being shot dead 
by police.

The motive for the violence 
remained unclear despite a 
claim by the Islamic State (IS) 
group that it was an attack by 
one of its ighters responding 
to the terror organisation’s 
propaganda. Authorities said 
the 36-year-old had serious 
mental health problems and 

had been on a terror watch list 
since 2016.

That attack came days after 
an Afghan asylum-seeker was 
arrested in town of Perigueux 
for a drunken rampage with 
a knife in which four people 
were wounded, one seriously.

Police said investigators 
had “very quickly” dismissed 
a terrorist motive after the Au-
gust 13 incident.

And on June 17, two people 
were hurt in another southern 
town when a woman shouting 
“Allahu akbar” (God is great-
est) attacked them in a super-
market with a boxcutter knife.

France has been on high 
alert following a string of ji-
hadist attacks in recent years, 
often by people who have be-
come radicalised or claim to 
have acted in the name of the 
IS group.

More than 240 people have 
been killed by Islamist extrem-
ists since a massacre at the 
Charlie Hebdo satirical maga-
zine in Paris in January 2015.

7 wounded in Paris knife attack, including British tourists

KJM VARMA
B , S  10 (PTI): Jack Ma, one 
of China’s richest men, announced 
on Monday he would step down as 
Alibaba’s executive chairman next 
year as he unveiled an unprece-
dented succession plan on his 54th 
birthday, naming the e-commerce 
giant’s CEO as his successor.

Ma will remain Alibaba’s ex-
ecutive chairman during the year-
long period to ensure a “smooth 
and successful” transition, and 
stay on as an Alibaba director un-
til a shareholder’ meeting in 2020, 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post, which is owned by 
Alibaba, reported.

Ma will hand over the keys of 
his company to 46-year-old Daniel 
Zhang in an unprecedented suc-
cession plan that will slowly take 
the focus off one of China’s most 
recognisable corporate names 
over the next 12 months, the Post 
report said.

Zhang will be promoted to the 
executive chairman on September 
10, 2019, while Ma remains a direc-
tor on Alibaba’s board and a perma-
nent member of the Alibaba Partner-
ship, according to a letter written by 
Ma to all staff including to the Post.

“This transition demonstrates 
that Alibaba has stepped into the 
next level of corporate governance 
from a company that relies on in-
dividuals, to one built on systems 
of organisational excellence and a 
culture of consistent talent devel-
opment,” Ma said in his letter.

The succession plan being an-
nounced on his birthday on Mon-
day came after confusing reports 

about Ma’s retirement.
The New York Times, which in-

terviewed him, reported on Satur-
day that Ma planned to use his 54h 
birthday to announce his retire-
ment to devote his time to philan-
thropy focused on education.

The report of his retirement 
came as a surprise, especially in 
the Chinese government circles 
as the NYT report said Ma was 
relinquishing as China’s business 
environment had soured, with 
the government and state-owned 
enterprises increasingly playing 
more interventionist roles with 
companies.

The NYT report was quickly 
denied by Alibaba whose spokes-
man told the Post on Saturday that 
Ma remains the company’s exec-
utive chairman and will provide 
transition plans over a signi icant 
period of time. “The Times story 
was taken out of context and fac-
tually wrong,” the daily quoted the 
spokesman as saying.

Ma, who grew from an English 
teacher to China’s top billionaires 
making Alibaba into USD 420 bil-

lion company, always took care to 
not ruf le feathers of the ruling 
Communist Party of China.

He took care not to project 
himself bigger than the CPC lead-
ership though he has emerged as 
modern China’s most revered cor-
porate icon.

“Alibaba was never about Jack 
Ma, but Jack Ma will forever belong 
to Alibaba,” Ma said in the letter.

The plan, announced on Ma’s 
54th birthday, took 10 years to 
put together. It owed its inception 
to Alibaba’s formative years, long 
before the online marketplace 
forayed into cloud computing, 
cashless payments, arti icial intel-
ligence and Hollywood movies, the 
Post report said.

“This is merely the beginning of 
a succession strategy of creating a 
step ladder to groom the next gen-
eration of managers,” Joseph P H 
Fan, co-director of the Institute of 
Economics and Finance at the Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong said.

“Jack Ma’s halo is too bright, 
and outshines whoever’s under 
him, so he needs to fade out. But 

for a company of Alibaba’s size, it’s 
a process that will take 10 years to 
complete,” he said.

Zhang was known to Alibaba 
employees as “Xiaoyaozi” (free 
and unfettered one), the name of a 
character from a Louis Cha wuxia 
novel, the Post report said.

Since Zhang, known as Zhang 
Yong in mainland China, was 
named chief executive in May 
2015, “Alibaba has seen consis-
tent and sustainable growth for 13 
consecutive quarters.

“His analytical mind is unpar-
alleled, he holds dear “our mission 
and vision, he embraces responsi-
bility with passion, and he has the 
guts to innovate and test creative 
business models,” Ma said.

“I’ve worked closely with Dan-
iel since 2007 when he irst joined 
us as chief inancial of icer of Tao-
bao,” said Joseph Tsai, Alibaba’s ex-
ecutive vice-chairman who was the 
company’s inance chief until 2013.

“On intellect and energy, I can 
barely keep up with him. But it’s 
his thoughtfulness and humility 
that is most impressive as a lead-
er,” he said.

Zhang had previously served as 
Taobao’s chief inancial of icer, pres-
ident of Tmall.com and as Alibaba’s 
chief operating of icer before suc-
ceeding Jonathan Lu as chief execu-
tive. The billionaire started Alibaba.
com in 1999 as a business-to-busi-
ness marketplace with 17 co-found-
ers in his Hangzhou apartment 
turning the company into a global 
e-commerce giant with burgeoning 
cloud computing and package deliv-
ery businesses.

Alibaba founder Jack Ma to step down in 2019, names
company CEO as successor on 54th B’day

Imran says 
friendship 
with China 
cornerstone 
of Pak foreign 
policy; vows 
to complete 
CPEC
I , S  10 
(PTI): The ‘all-weather’ 
friendship with China 
was a cornerstone of 
Pakistan’s foreign pol-
icy, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has said as he 
pledged to implement 
the controversy-hit USD 
50 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor.

Pakistan and China 
pledged on Sunday to 
complete the USD 50 bil-
lion China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) 
as Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi called on 
Khan and expressed de-
sire to further enhance 
the bilateral strategic 
partnership.

Wang, who arrived 
here on a three-day visit 
on Friday, met Khan in Is-
lamabad with a high-lev-
el delegation.

“Foreign Minister 
underscored the signif-
icance of the CPEC for 
the mutual bene it of the 
people of both countries,” 
the Prime Minister’s Of-
ice said in a statement.

Wang conveyed the 
desire of Chinese leader-
ship to work with the new 
government for further 
enhancing the strategic 
partnership between Pa-
kistan and China.

He underscored 
the signi icance of Chi-
na-Pakistan relationship 
which served as a model 
of friendship in inter-
state relations.

The two countries 
pledged to jointly pro-
mote the construction of 
the CPEC and push for-
ward the development of 
bilateral ties.

Pakistan’s new presi-
dent Arif Alvi said friend-
ship with China is Paki-
stan’s national policy and 
over the past more than 
ive decades, Pakistan 

has always cherished the 
friendship with China, 
which is based on mutu-
al bene it and is deeply 
rooted in the hearts of 
the two peoples.
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EtCETERA

TIME OFF! Gerard Butler, 48, looked elated as he cheered on Novak Djokovic 
who defeated Juan Martin del Potro in the tense match.
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ARIES: You’re focused and atten-
tive to detail. Some longstanding 
projects benefi t from this sudden 
spurt of energy and get completed in 
record time. Children fi gure promi-
nently in your life right now, Aries. 
Is there one child in particular who 
needs some extra attention from 
you? Your love and support mean a 
lot more than you realize.
TAURUS: Don’t let others’ bad 
moods get you down, Taurus. And 
don’t feel it’s your responsibility to 
cheer them up. Their moodiness is 
their business, not yours. You could 
be a little bit anxious today, and al-
lowing yourself to be negatively 
infl uenced by others will do you no 
good at all. The general atmosphere 
will improve in a few days.
GEMINI: It’s time to let go of the 

past and focus only on the future, 
Gemini. A new person may come 
into your life who can help you do 
just that. Communication with close 
friends and relatives is highlighted, 
and you may fi nd yourself spending 
more time on the phone than usual. 
Enjoy this day as you anticipate your 
brilliant future!
CANCER: There’s defi nitely a 
downside to home ownership! Much 
as you love projects, Cancer, the joy 
is tempered when the chores never 
end. While your home is structural-
ly sound, it may be in need of some 
cosmetic enhancement. Try adding 
plants and fl owers indoors. Outside, 
a few strategically placed pots can 
act as attractive focal points. You can 
make a diff erence with little eff ort or 
expense.

LEO: The glass may look half emp-
ty, but only at fi rst glance. Keep 
looking at it, or perhaps change the 
way you look at it, and you’ll see 
that it indeed is half full. You may be 
experiencing some frustration. Com-
puters could be down or communi-
cation hindered in some way. Don’t 
get stressed. See this as an ideal time 
to relax since you can’t get any work 
done anyway.
VIRGO: There are lots of personal 
and fi nancial issues to resolve today, 
Virgo. You may hear from your bank 
or see some alarming numbers on an 
ATM receipt. Don’t get upset. Ulti-
mately, these matters will be resolved 
to your benefi t. As for personal mat-
ters, you may learn some new infor-
mation about someone you thought 
you knew well. A relationship you 
once considered close may not be.

LIBRA: A rising tide lifts all boats. 
When someone close experienc-
es a windfall or especially good 
luck, Libra, the ripple eff ect reach-
es you. Change is in the air. While 
everything happening is positive, 
sometimes it feels like it’s going too 
quickly. You feel a bit off  balance, 
with little or no time to adjust. Even 
windfalls take some getting used to. 
Give yourself time to settle in to the 
new circumstances.
SCORPIO: It looks as though 
change is on the horizon at work, 
Scorpio. You’ve just recently com-
pleted some long-term projects and 
are being recognized for your eff orts. 
Perhaps a bonus or promotion is in 
store. Your affi  nity for technology 
and ability to quickly absorb new 
information makes you a prime can-

didate for a new position that’s just 
opened up. Grab the chance!
SAGITTARIUS: Crazy as it seems, 
why not take that impromptu trip 
you’ve been eager to go on, Sagit-
tarius? Adventure calls, and there’s 
nothing to stop you from answering. 
You’ll meet some fascinating new 
people, and one may wind up hav-
ing a strong infl uence on your life. 
There is a great big world out there, 
so make the time to go and see some 
of it!
CAPRICORN: Prosperity is just 
around the corner, Capricorn. With it 
comes change. Change in your job, 
career, or environment fi gures prom-
inently today. However this change 
manifests, it’s bound to be positive. 
You’re lucky, and you’re about to hit 
the road to even greater success. Savor 

this moment, for you’ll be busy soon!
AQUARIUS: Your world is chang-
ing, Aquarius, both internally and ex-
ternally. You feel a need to broaden 
your horizons. You may be contem-
plating a move to a new neighbor-
hood or trip to a faraway land. The 
people in your life will change as a 
result of this. You’re about to embark 
on a new phase of life, and these new 
friends will act as able guides.
PISCES: Romance is in the air to-
day, Pisces. It’s likely that your re-
lationship with your loved ones will 
see a dramatic improvement. Per-
haps some fl owers will arrive unex-
pectedly or you’ll be paid a sincere 
compliment. Harmony reigns in the 
work environment as well. Both peo-
ple and machines run smoothly and 
effi  ciently.

Chrissy Teigen has paid tribute 
to husband John Legend after 

the talented musician added to his 
enormous haul of awards and ac-
colades at the Creative Arts Emmys 
on Sunday evening.

Legend, 39, became the irst 
black man to win at the Emmys, 
Grammys, Oscars and Tony Awards 
after collecting the Outstanding 
Variety Special Award for his con-
tribution to Jesus Christ Superstar 
Live in Concert.

And the pianist was prompt-
ly congratulated by proud wife 
Chrissy, 32, who documented his 
triumph and its subsequent cele-
bratory aftermath in a series of Ins-
tagram posts.

In one shot, taken backstage at the 
Microsoft Theatre in Los Angeles, the 
TV personality is seen planting a kiss 
on Legend’s cheek as he poses with his 
latest award.

Sharing a video from their marital 
home later that night, Teigen ilmed her 
husband as he climbed onto his piano 
seat and reverently placed his Creative 
Arts Emmy on a top shelf, between two 
of his ten Grammy Awards.

Climbing down, Legend – still 
dressed in the tuxedo he wore while 
accepting the honour earlier that night 
– gazes up at the trophy-laden shelves, 
which appear to serve as an impressive 
centre-piece in a large music room.

A second video captures the mar-
ried couple offering one another kisses 
shortly after Legend accepted his award 
on Sunday evening.

Teigen, who faced a race against 
time to join Legend at the event due to 
her commitments on TV show Lip Sync 
Battle, also shared shots in which she 

struggles to pull on her dress ahead of 
the event.

Captioning the images, she wrote: 
“Heading to Creative Arts Emmys be-
tween shows! Need to see my baby win 
the EGOT!”

Legend joins an exclusive set, known 
as EGOT - the acronym for artists who 
have won awards at the Emmys, the 
Grammys, the Oscars and the Tonys - 
following his latest accolade.

The singer has added to his 10 Gram-
mys, 2015 Oscar win for Best Original 
Song and the Tony he picked up in 2017 
for co-producing Jitney.

And Legend admitted he “never 
dreamed” he would join the elite group 
of stars to have won at all four major 
awards ceremonies.

He told Entertainment Tonight: “It’s 
kind of surreal. It’s something I never 
even thought about when I started my 
career. I probably wanted to win some 
Grammys and sell a lot of records, and 
all that started happening pretty quickly, 
but I never dreamed that I would be here, 

winning an Emmy, and being in that 
rare group of people that have won 
all four of these major [awards].”

The Ordinary People singer 
was particularly pleased he won 
at the Emmys because  Teigen - the 
mother of his children Luna, two, 
and Miles, three months - had rear-
ranged her work schedule in order 
to join him at the ceremony.

He said: “She was supposed to 
be taping Lip Sync Battle while we 
were here, and she convinced her 
producers to push the second show 
back so she could come here in be-
tween shows and see if we would 
win this EGOT.

I was hoping that I would not 
disappoint her and make her trip a 

waste of time. She was very supportive 
and I’m glad we made it worth her while.”

When the Creative Arts Emmy Award 
nominations were announced in July, 
Chrissy predicted John would win and 
joked she’d have to move her own Spike 
TV Award to make way for an Emmy 
statuette, but he insisted that won’t be 
necessary.

Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice 
also achieved EGOT status alongside 
Legend at the ceremony in Los Angeles.

The three newcomers are now the 
13th, 14th and 15th artists to reach to 
the milestone achievement.

Other icons of the elusive club in-
clude Audrey Hepburn, Mel Brooks, 
Whoopie Goldberg and Robert Lopez.

To join the EGOT ranks, Legend has 
won 10 Grammys throughout his career; 
an Oscar, along with Common, for Best 
Original Song for Glory, which was fea-
tured in the 2015 movie Selma; and a 
Tony as a co-producer in the Best Reviv-
al of a Play category for Jitney in 2017.

Chrissy Teigen pays tribute to husband John Legend as he becomes the
first black man to join the EGOT set at the Creative Arts Emmys!

Speculations about B-town actors Ranveer 
Singh and Deepika Padukone tying the 

knot are now rife more than ever. Reportedly, 
the IT couple of Bollywood is all set to em-
brace domestic bliss this year, on November 
10th. And the duo will exchange the wedding 
vows at Lake Como in Italy.

And while there obviously has been no 
con irmation from either sides, DP has inally 
reacted to the wedding rumours.

During an event in Delhi, when quizzed 
about the same, she said, “I am not telling 
anything on marriage.”

Reportedly, Ranveer would be lying to 
Bangalore along with his family to attend a 
grand pre-wedding puja at Deepika’s resi-
dence just 10 days prior to the wedding. The 
Nandi Puja will be organised by Deepika’s 
mother, Ujjala Padukone. She has already spo-
ken to the of icials of the temple regarding 
the booking of pundits. In fact, Deepika will 
be seen sporting glass bangles after the puja.

While Deepika and Ranveer have nev-
er announced their relationship publicly, it 

doesn’t take rocket science to see through 
their sparkling chemistry and adorable Insta 
PDA. While we’re sure the preparations are in 
full swing, the wait to see their fairy-tale ro-
mance culminate into marriage seems longer 
than ever!

Deepika Padukone FINALLY reacts to wedding
rumours with Ranveer Singh!

Singer Ariana Grande paid 
tribute to her former 

beau, rapper Mac Miller, who 
died at age 26 earlier this 
week, with a touching pho-
tograph. Grande took to Ins-
tagram on Saturday -- a day 
after Mac Miller, whom she 
dated for two years, died of 
an apparent drug overdose -- 
and posted the simple photo-
graph in which the rapper is 
seen sitting on grass, looking 
up at the camera.

The post had no caption. 
Grande reportedly disabled 
comments on her Insta-
gram page Friday after trolls 
blamed her recent engage-
ment to Pete Davidson for 
Miller’s death. The two were 
friends and collaborators for 
years - irst working togeth-
er on Grande’s hit “The Way” 
- before of icially becoming 
a couple in 2016. They per-
formed together at Grande’s 

One Love Manchester con-
cert in May last year - a ben-
e it for people injured during 
the terrorist attack on her 
concert in the city - and were 
seen together in March at 
Madonna’s Oscar afterparty.

However, reports say 

they split the following 
month. While con licting 
schedules were blamed, re-
ports emerged that Grande 
was concerned over Miller’s 
substance abuse. He was ar-
rested for DUI the following 
month.

Ariana Grande pays tribute to ex
Mac Miller after his death

Excitement of the 
fans knows no lim-

its whenever there is 
a Salman Khan movie 
around the corner. And 
needless to say, Eid 
looks promising this 
time too with the much 
anticipated Bharat 
which is being helmed 
by Ali Abbas Zaffar. 
Yes, Priyanka Chopra’s 
walkout from the ilm 
in the ‘Nick of the time’ 
dropped everyone’s 
jaws but Katrina Kaif 
being roped for her 
part only helped in rousing the buzz because 
of her on-screen chemistry with Salman.

However, rumours are also rife that Disha 
Patani who is also a part of the ilm, is playing 
a pivotal part, pitching the ilm as a two hero-
ine project. But director Ali Abbad has anoth-
er perspective when quizzed about the same.

In an interview with Times of India, he 
said, “The ilm tracks the journey of a man 
and a nation, simultaneously. The story spans 

over 65 years, and ev-
ery role in the ilm is 
important. The idea is 
to make a movie with 
many special char-
acters. I narrated the 
entire story to Disha 
before I signed her on. 
She said that she will 
do the ilm irrespec-
tive of her part in it, 
because it is a beau-
tiful story. She also 
added that the ilm is 
more important than 
anybody s role.”

He also went on 
to explain that times are changing and how 
screen-space no longer solely determines if 
an actor should sign the dotted line.

“Even big actors get excited about great 
content in the mainstream space. So, I can t 
take something that s substandard to any 
of the top stars. Every Friday becomes a ca-
reer-de ining moment. When the expecta-
tions are higher, the challenge becomes that 
much bigger,” he added. 

Disha Patani signed Salman’s Bharat irrespective
of her part in it, reveals director Ali Abbas Zafar


