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sikkim loses one more life to covid even 
as hospitalizations come down to 64

summit report
gangtok, 30 aug: 

sikkim’s Covid-19 
death toll reached 

370 today as the virus 
claimed one more life in 
the past 24 hours. The 
370th COVID death was 
reported from sTNM 
Hospital, the Daily Report 
of Covid-19 in sikkim re-
leased by the Integrat-
ed Disease surveillance 
Programme of Health 
Department on Monday 
morning informs. 
On a more reassuring 
note, the state continued 
to record substantially 
more daily recoveries 
than daily new cases 
bringing the number 
of active cases down to 
1,186, the lowest it has 
been in recent months.

Also over the past 
24 hours, the state’s 
count of recovered cas-
es crossed the 28,000-
mark and now stands 
at 28,003 with 67 more 
formerly Covid-positive 
people making recover-

ies and getting released 
from home and facility 
isolation.

As for the new cases, 
32 people tested positive 
for COVID-19 from the 
testing of 352 samples 
on sunday, a day when 

the labs work of reduced 
capacities. The daily test 
positivity rate for sikkim 
came in at 9%for the new 
cases, five of which were 
reported in East District, 
nine in West District and 
18 in south sikkim.

As per the IDsP re-
port, 15 cases were de-
tected in RT-PCR testing 
of 147 samples and 17 in 
rapid antigen testing of 
201 samples. The state’s 
tally of confirmed cas-
es of COVID-19 has now 
reached 29,841.  

Of the 1,186 active 
cases, only 64 are with 
symptoms severe enough 
to require hospitaliza-
tion while the rest are re-
covering under home or 
facility isolation. Of those 
in hospital, eight are un-
der 18 years of age. 

In the last 24 hours, 
there were only three new 
hospitalization among 
Covid patients and of the 
64 in hospital, nine are 
in ICU facilities at sTNM 
Hospital and CRH. 

Cremation ground re-developed and 
handed over to villagers at Yalli

ArpAn prAdhAn
gangtok, 30 aug:

A cremation ground 
at Yalli village under 

shyari constituency in 
East sikkim was inaugu-
rated today.
Despite being close to 
the capital, Yalli, a village 
under syari constituency, 
still feels remote since 
there is no motorable 
road to the village. The 
village of Yalli, with more 
than 50 houses, is home 
to mostly Buddhists. 
Therefore, in case of a 
death in the village, there 
was a problem since 
there was no roof at the 
crematorium.

The cremation 
ground, built by Rongey 
Chongey Youmi Tshogpa 
under the sponsorship of 
the area MLA, Education 
Minister KN Lepcha, was 

officially handed over to 
the village today.

A team led by pres-
ident, Lendup Zangpo 
Bhutia, on behalf of the 
Tshogpa also provided 
polythene pipes and wa-
ter tanks at a brief pro-
gram chaired by social 
worker, Tempa Gyatso 
Lepcha as chief guest.

In his address, Mr 
Lepcha said that he was 
happy to be in Yalli for 
the second time and said 
that he is always ready 
to solve the problems 
of the village. He said 
that the cremation site 
inaugurated here today 
would bring much relief 
to the locals.

similarly, Tshogpa 
president, Lendup Zang-
po Bhutia said that his 
organization took the 
initiative to build the 

cremation ground after 
learning about the prob-
lems of the village. Pres-
ident of village, Zangpo 
sherpa thanked Minister 
KN Lepcha, Tshogpa and 
all others who helped in 
resolving the issue.

The inauguration 
was attended by the Ex-
ecutive Chairman of the 
Tshogpa, Penjor Bhutia, 
General secretary, Kun-
jang Hissey Bhutia and 
other executive members 
of the Tshogpa and mem-
bers of the village society. 

On behalf of the 
Tshogpa, the masons 
who contributed in the 
construction of the cre-
mation ground (Fur-
kaum) were honored 
with khadas while all the 
members of the Tshogpa 
expressed their gratitude 
on behalf of Yalli society.

siKKim celebrAtes nAtionAl sports dAY 
Tarundeep Rai Archery Academy to 
come up in Sikkim, CM announces

gangtok, 29 aug (ipr): sik-
kim joined the rest of the nation 
in celebrating National sports 
Day today. Each year, 29 August 
is celebrated as ‘National sports 
Day’ in honour and commemo-
ration of the birth anniversary of 
Indian Hockey Legend Late Major 
Dhyan Chand.

A special function was orga-
nized at samman Bhawan, Gang-
tok under the aegis of sports and 
Youth Affairs Department to mark 
the important occasion. 

The event was attended by 
Chief Minister Prem singh Tamang 
as the chief guest. The programme 
had the presence of Minister for 
sports and Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, Kunga Nima Lepcha, Cabinet 
Ministers and other dignitaries. 
Ace Archer Arjuna Awardee and 
Padmashree, Tarundeep Rai and 
National Boxing Coach, sandhya 
Gurung were present as special in-
vitees.  The programme was orga-
nized with limited invitees in keep-
ing with the Covid-19 guidelines. 
However, district officials, sports 
persons and members of various 
sporting organizations in the state 
joined the event virtually from dif-
ferent venues through video con-
ferencing facilitated by NIC.

The highlight of the event was 
the felicitation of Tarundeep Rai 
and sandhya Gurung in honour 
of their contribution in the field of 
sports. The ace archer is a three-
time Olympian and has made the 
nation and state proud with nu-
merous feats. Likewise, sandhya 
Gurung has had a long career in 
boxing, and is currently the per-
sonal coach of national boxer Lov-

lina Borgohain of Assam who won 
the bronze medal in the recently 
concluded Tokyo Olympics 2020. 
Tarundeep Rai was accompanied 
in the programme by his spouse 
Anjana Bhattarai, while the box-
ing coach was accompanied by 
her husband Manoj Limboo.

The Chief Minister presented 
the Certificate of Appreciation 
and cash award of Rs.5 lakh to 
Tarundeep Rai. Likewise, he pre-
sented the Certificate of Appreci-
ation and cash award of Rs.3 lakh 
to sandhya Gurung. 

The audience was treated to 
short videos on Tarundeep Rai 
and sandhya Gurung highlighting 
their journey in their respective 
sporting fields. A short video on 
‘hockey wizard’ Late Major Dhyan 
Chand was also screened on the 
occasion to mark the significance 
of the day. The videos were pre-
pared by the sports and Youth 
Affairs Department in collabora-
tion with Doordarshan Kendra 
Gangtok. Also on the occasion, 
cash incentives were presented to 
twenty-two (22) sportspersons 
from various sports disciplines.

speaking on the occasion, 
Chief Minister Prem singh Ta-
mang emphasized on the impor-
tance of sports in every individu-
al’s life. He said that sport is a pos-
itive engagement and should be 
encouraged at every stage. Being 
a sports lover himself, he shared 
a few anecdotes from his past to 
encourage budding sportsper-
sons to excel in their sporting 
field. He stressed the need to in-
culcate discipline, dedication and 
dutifulness to ensure a successful 

sporting career.
The Chief Minister highlight-

ed some of the key initiatives of 
the Government to encourage 
sporting activities in the state. 
He shared that there has been a 
marked decline in the Covid-19 
positivity rate in the state, which 
could be due to the vaccination 
coverage. He added that by the 
month of October, sikkim would 
be the first fully vaccinated State. 
He expressed hope that sport-
ing activities would soon resume 
throughout the state.

The Chief Minister made the 
important announcement that 
the state of sikkim will have its 
own Archery Academy in near 
future. He said the name of the 
Academy would be ‘Tarundeep 
Rai Archery Academy sikkim’, and 
the same would be reflected in the 
budget of the next financial year. 
He directed the sports and Youth 
Affairs Department to immedi-
ately start the preliminary work 
in consultation with Tarundeep 
Rai himself. The Chief Minister 
asserted that the Institute would 
give birth to many more Olympi-
ans in the future.

Earlier, Minister for sports 
and Youth Affairs, Kunga Nima 
Lepcha, in his address, thanked 
the Chief Minister for his personal 
involvement to encourage sport-
ing culture in the state. While 
paying tribute to the legendary 
hockey player Late Major Dhyan 
Chand, he maintained that the 
Government of sikkim started 
celebrating ‘National sports Day’ 
from the year 2020, as an occa-
sion to honour the contribution of 

sportspersons and also to delib-
erate on the importance of sports 
in our lives.

The programme was also 
addressed by Tarundeep Rai 
and sandhya Gurung. Both the 
sports persons briefly shared 
their personal journey and pro-
vided valuable advices to young 
and budding sportspersons. Ta-
rundeep Rai called for the need 
to strengthen sporting infrastruc-
tures in the state, and ensure that 
highest priority is given to young 
and upcoming sportspersons. 
sandhya Gurung stressed that ev-
ery sportsperson should strive for 
the best by inculcating discipline, 
dedication, determination, and 
patience in their lives.

The programme had the spe-
cial presence of Ministers: Arun 
Upreti and Karma Loday Bhut-
ia, Advisor sports Department, 
Megnath subba, Chairperson 
Khadi Board, Chung Chung Bhu-
tia, Political secretary to CM, 
Jacob Khaling, secretary CMO, 
sD Dhakal, secretary CMO, Ten-
zeen Kizom, secretary sports 
and Youth Affairs Department, 
Raju Basnet, secretary Culture, DB 
Rawat, senior officers of Sports De-
partment and was joined through 
video conferencing by President 
Olympic Association of sikkim, Ku-
ber Bhandari and members of var-
ious sports organizations. Earlier, 
the welcome address was delivered 
by secretary, sports and Youth Af-
fairs Department, Raju Basnet, and 
the programme concluded with a 
vote of thanks proposed by special 
secretary, sports and Youth Affairs, 
suchitra Thapa. 

Will step up if required, 
says tmc darjeeling

smritA KhAwAs
Darjeeling, 30 aug:

Trinamool Congress 
held a meeting today 

at Darjeeling party office 
in which newly elected 
president, santa Chettri 
and Chairman of Hill TMC, 
LB Rai and spokesperson, 
NB Khawas were present 
along with the party lead-
ers and members. 

Addressing the press, 
Chairman of Hill TMC, LB 
Rai said that permanent 
political solution means 
development of Hills and 
TMC will always focus on 
development of the Hills.

“To maintain peace in 
our Hills, the state gov-
ernment gave respon-
sibilities to the alliance 

parties but now it seems 
it is time for us to come 
forward. If state govern-
ment wants to give us 
the responsibility then 
we will of course fulfill 
our responsibility,” he 
stated. 

Many leaders, even 
the Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, has men-
tioned clearly that they 

will solve the problem 
of Darjeeling Hills and 
Gorkha community, but 
till now nothing has been 
done, said Mr Rai. 

Even the MP, Raju Bis-
ta said BJP will provide a 
permanent solution be-
fore 2021 elections but 
now they are saying it 
will be provided before 
2024, he stated.

online interfaith prayer 
meeting and discourse held

summit report
gangtok, 30 aug:

The Local spiritual As-
sembly of the Bahai’s 

of Gangtok organised an 
online Interfaith Prayer 
Meeting and Discourse on 
29 Aug, 2021. The function 
was held to show solidari-
ty against the devastating 
effects of Corona virus, a 
press release informs. 

The meeting com-
menced with brief re-
marks from Vice Chair-
person of the Local spir-
itual Assembly of the Ba-
ha’is of Gangtok, Punita 
Alley. This was followed 
by readings and chant-
ings from the Holy scrip-
tures of Islam, Christian-

ity, Buddhism, Hinduism 
and the Baha’i Faith. 

The prayer meeting 
was followed by a discourse 
on “How religion can play a 
major role in giving services 
to our society during this 
pandemic?” 

Religious heads and 
representatives who 
shared their insights on 
this topic were Janab 
Md Rizwan Ali, Imam 
[ A n j u m a n - e - I s l a m i a , 
Jama Masjid, Gangtok]; 
Father Edward Baretto 
[st Paul’s Church, 5th 
Mile, Tadong]; Assistant 
Professor, sherap Ta-
mang, [sikkim Institute 
of Higher Nyingma stud-
ies, Pangthang, Gangtok]; 

District President, surja 
Hang subba, [sri sathya 
sai seva Organisation, 
Daramdin] and Auxilia-
ry Board Member of the 
Baha’is of sikkim and As-
sociate Professor, Dr Devi 
Kala Lama, [Harkamaya 
College of Education, 
samdur, Gangtok]. 

“Although the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
fueled the issues like rac-
ism, anxiety, domestic 
violence and communal 
riots, but on the positive 
side there are groups of 
people who have been 
resilient throughout the 
pandemic and served the 
society in various capac-
ities,” the release states. 
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TARUNDEEP CALLs ON GOVERNOR: Archer Tarundeep Rai called on Governor Ganga Prasad at Raj 
Bhavan here today, an official press release informs. Governor Prasad presented a token of appreciation 
and gave him blessings for a brighter future, the release adds.

mos external Affairs 
tours east sikkim 

gangtok, 29 aug 
(ipr): Minister of state 
for External Affairs, 
Government of India, 
Meenakashi Lekhi made 
a visit to Nathula, Baba 
Mandir and Tsomgo Lake 
in the morning of her 
second-day visit to the 
state.
The Minister was ac-
corded with a warm 
welcome by the Army 
officials upon her arrival 
at Nathula. The Minister 
also had a brief interac-
tion with the Army offi-
cials. Thereafter, she also 
visited Baba Harbhajan 
singh Memorial Temple 
and paid homage to him. 
Afterwards, the Minister 
visited Tsomgo Lake on 
her way back to Gangtok.

Later in the day, 
Meenakashi Lekhi vis-
ited the Directorate of 
Handlooms and Handi-
crafts. The Minister was 
received by Joint Direc-
tor DHH, Tshering Dorjee 
and officials of the de-
partment. 

she took stock of the 
handicrafts and han-
dlooms and enquired 
about their exquisite 
works. 

Thereafter, the Min-
ister paid a visit to the 
Namgyal Institute of Ti-
betology (NIT) at Deorali. 
The Minister was greeted 
by Deputy Director, NIT, 
Tashi Chuki, in the pres-
ence of the staff of the 

Institute. she toured the 
museum where Museum 
Assistant, NIT, samten 
Choden, explained the 
history of the museum’s 
archaeological holdings. 
she also took a tour of 
the NIT library where 
Research Officer, NIT, 
Tsultim Gyatso, apprised 
the Minister about the 
collection of scriptures in 
the library. she also had a 
brief interaction with the 
representatives of the 
Archaeological survey of 
India (AsI) and enquired 
about their works in the 
state.

The Minister held 
great admiration for the 
archaeological treasures 
on display at NIT. 

In the afternoon, the 
Minister paid a visit to 
the 1000 Litres Per Min-

ute PsA Oxygen Plant at 
sTNM Hospital, sochya-
gang. 

On her arrival, she 
was received by DG 
cum secretary Health, 
Dr Pempa T Bhutia, Ms 
sTNM Hospital, Dr KB 
Gurung and other offi-
cials.

The Minister also in-
teracted with the officials 
and enquired about the 
Oxygen Plant installed at 
the hospital.

DG cum secretary 
Health while briefing up-
dated that the 1000 Li-
tres per minute PsA Ox-
ygen Plant was inaugu-
rated on 22 Jun, 2021, by 
the Chief Minister, Prem 
singh Tamang. The plant 
was allocated by the 
Government of India for 
sTNM Hospital, sochya-

gang under PMCAREs 
and has been adequately 
supplying Oxygen to the 
Hospital. Ms sTNM Hos-
pital also informed about 
the 500 Litres Per Minute 
VsA Oxygen Plant, which 
was installed earlier at 
sTNM Hospital by the 
state Government.

Thereafter, the Min-
ister toured MG Marg 
wherein she was re-
ceived by the Mayor GMC, 
Nell Bahadur Chettri and 
Municipal Commission-
er GMC, Hem Kumar 
Chettri.

The Minister was 
accompanied by Dep-
uty secretary to MOs, 
siddharth Malik, Un-
der secretary Proto-
col, Home Department, 
Zomden Lachungpa (Li-
asion Officer).

rithWik-hipL bags rs 452 cr contract for rangit-iV
summit report
gangtok, 30 aug:

Jalpower Corporation 
Ltd, which was taken 

over by NHPC in March 
earlier this year, is back 
on track in as far as com-
pleting the 120MW Ran-
git stage-IV hydroelectric 
project is concerned, and 
on 27 August, awarded 
a sum of Rs.452 crore 

contract to Rithwik-HIPL 
joint-venture for con-
struction of balance civil 
works of the project.

The Letter of Ac-
ceptance for the work, 
“Construction of Balance 
Civil Works package: Lot 
I for Diversion Chan-
nel, Coffer Dams, Dam, 
spillway & stilling Basin, 
Intake structure, Desilt-

ing Chambers, sFT, HRT, 
surge shaft, Pressure 
shaft, surface Power 
House, TRC and other as-
sociated structures,” was 
issued by the JPCL CEO, 
Ram swaroop, on Friday, 
a press release informs.

JPCL became an NHPC 
subsidiary on 31 Mar, 
2021, after NHPC paid 
the resolution amount of 

Rs.165 crore into the lend-
ers designated account as 
part of JPCL’s Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution 
Process which had been 
initiated in April 2019. 
The balance works on 
Rangit stage-IV were esti-
mated at Rs.938.29 crore 
at Oct 2019 price level and 
are scheduled to be com-
pleted in 38 months.

sKm coordination meetings in west end in Jorethang
pritAm lAmA
gyalshing, 29 aug:

sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha (sKM) co-

ordination meeting 
with constituency-lev-
el committees in West 
District, which started 
from Yuksam-Tashid-
ing constituency on 
25 August, concluded 
with the final meet-
ing at Jorethang for 
Zoom-salghari Constit-
uency on 29 Aug.

The series of coor-

dination meetings cov-
ered all eight constituen-
cies of West sikkim.

The West District 
wing of sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha led by 

party vice-president 
in-charge and sBs 
chairman, DB Gu-
rung accompanied by 
PHE Chairman, Hari 
Narayan subedi, Ad-
ditional political sec-
retary (West) to Chief 
Minister, Madhu sudan 
sharma, District presi-
dent, AB subba, general 
secretary, sudesh sub-
ba, District coordinator, 
Nandu Gurung toured all 
eight Constituencies of 
West district.

national sports day in west sikkim
gyaLshing, 29 aug 
(ipr): In celebration 
of state Level National 
sports Day 2021, under 
the banner of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahostav, offi-
cials of sports and Youth 
Affairs, West attended 
the celebration through 
video conference here 
at National Information 
Centre (NIC), Rabdentse. 

The conference had 
the attendance of Depu-
ty Director (sYA/West), 
Nikjay Lamu Bhutia, 
Assistant Director: CB 
shanker, Badrinath 
Pradhan, suman Ranu, 
(DIO/NIC), Coaches 

of various disciplines, 
sports Organisations and 
sports personnel of the 
District.

The state-level event 
was held at samman 
Bhawan, Gangtok, and 
was joined virtually by 

officials and sports per-
sons from the remaining 
three districts and NIC 
Gangtok. 

bJp mlA joins tmc in bengal
koLkata, aug 30 
(pti): Bishnupur MLA 
Tanmoy Ghosh joined the 
Trinamool Congress on 
Monday, alleging that 
his BJP was indulging 
in vindictive politics.
speaking to reporters, 
Ghosh claimed that the 
BJP was also attempt-
ing to trigger chaos 
among the people of 
West Bengal, because 
of which he joined the 
TMC.

“I urge all to join the 
TMC for the welfare of West 
Bengal. There is a need to 
strengthen the hands of 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee,” he said.

BJP is doing vin-
dictive politics and at-
tempting to create cha-
os among the people of 
the state, Ghosh said, 
adding that these were 
the reason for him to 
join the TMC.

He had switched 
over to the BJP from 
TMC in March, days 
ahead of the state elec-
tions. Earlier, he was the 
TMC Youth president 

of Bishnupur town in 
Bankura district and also 
a councillor of the local 
civic body.

Welcoming Ghosh to 
the party fold, state Ed-
ucation Minister Bratya 
Basu said BJP is trying 
to take post-poll re-
venge against the TMC.

“We will fight the BJP 
politically. It is also try-
ing to belittle the people 
of West Bengal,” he said.

Basu said many BJP 
leaders are in touch 
with the TMC.

“We appeal to all to 
join the TMC. But, who 

will be taken in will be 
decided by the party 
leadership,” he said.

The BJP won 77 of 
the 292 seats of West 
Bengal assembly that 
went to the polls. The 
Trinamool Congress 
won 213 seats, while 
IsF and GJM bagged one 
seat each. Voting in Jan-
gipur and samserganj 
had to be postponed af-
ter the death of one can-
didate each in the two 
seats.

BJP MLAs Nisith 
Pramanik and Jagan-
nath sarkar resigned to 

retain their Lok sabha 
seats, while Mukul Roy 
switched over to the 
TMC. However, Roy con-
tinues to be a BJP MLA 
officially.

Basu said BJP MLAs 
of Tripura are also in 
touch with the TMC.

“When Mamata Ba-
nerjee steps in Tripura, 
there will be a tsunami. 
BJP leaders of that state 
are pretty aware of this,” 
he said.

“Tripura under BJP 
has been transformed 
into a valley of fear,” Basu 
alleged.

1,100 challaned 
in Delhi on 
Sunday for not 
wearing mask
new Delhi, aug 30 
(pti): The Delhi Police 
sunday issued 1,100 
challans to people for not 
wearing a mask, accord-
ing to official data.

The data provided by 
the Delhi Police showed 
a total of 1,225 challans 
were issued sunday 
of which 76 were for 
violating social dis-
tancing norms, eight 
for spitting and 41 for 
consumption of liquor 
at a public place, and 
chewing pan, gutkha, 
and tobacco.

A total of 2,38,721 
people were prosecut-
ed for not wearing a 
mask in the national 
capital during the lock-
down from April 19 to 
August 29.

In the same period 
of time, police penal-
ised 28,734 people for 
violating social dis-
tancing norms, 1,463 
for large public gather-
ings or congregations, 
1,482 for spitting and 
1,509 for consumption 
of liquor, pan, gutkha, 
and tobacco, the data 
showed.

A total of 2,71,909 
challans were issued 
from April 19 to Au-
gust 29, according to 
the data.
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soA celebrates national sports day
sAgAr chhetri
gangtok, 30 aug: 

sikkim Olympic Asso-
ciation [sOA] also cel-

ebrated National sports 
Day 2021 here on sun-
day. Political secretary to 
the Chief Minister, Jacob 
Khaling was present as 
the chief guest.

An sOA press release 
mentions that the cel-
ebration started with 
lighting of lamp and of-
fering of khadas on the 
portrait of Major Dhyan 
Chand by the chief guest 
along with president, 
Kuber Bhandari, general 
secretary, Arjuna Award-

ee Jaslal Pradhan and 
other executive members 
of sOA and members of 
affiliated sports associa-
tions. 

The celebration also 
witnessed cultural pre-
sentation by students of 
Remanti sangeet Acade-
my and Tapashree Dance 
Academy and demon-
stration by players of 
Football, Taekwondo, 
Wushu and Boxing.

As per the release, 
the chief guest highlight-
ed the life and contri-
butions made by Major 
Dhyan Chand especially 
in the field of hockey. He 

mentioned that Major 
Dhyan Chand was popu-
larly known as Wizard or 
Magician of Hockey and 
earned India three Olym-
pic gold medals in 1928, 
1932 and 1936. 

He appealed to 
youngsters to take inspi-
ration from his life and 
engage in sporting activ-
ities to build a healthy 
and disciplined society. 
He highlighted the dec-
laration of the CM to es-
tablish Tarundeep Rai 
Archery Academy in the 
state.

The sOA president 
spoke about various in-

terventions made by the 
state government espe-
cially in the field of sports 
to make sikkim a sports 
hub. He mentioned that 
sikkim has produced 
only two Olympians so 
far, Arjuna Awardee Jas-
lal Pradhan in boxing and 
Padma shree and Arjuna 
Awardee Tarundeep Rai 
in archery and sOA is 
committed towards pro-
ducing more Olympians 
in the near future. 

The release mentions 
that sOA felicitated Pem-
ba sherpa for winning 
a bronze medal in Khe-
lo India Games and de-

clared him as Talent for 
Future Olympics. 

The Association will 
be sponsoring Pemba 
sherpa for high skill 
training in weightlifting, 
the release adds. sOA 
has also released Rs 4.75 
lakh to affiliated sports 
Associations and this 
fund will be utilised by 
the affiliated sports as-
sociations to identify and 
nurture two talents, the 
release further informs.

The programme con-
cluded with presentation 
of vote of thanks by sOA 
general secretary Jaslal 
Pradhan.

Cyclothon marks National 
Sports Day in Namchi

namChi, 29 aug (ipr): 
As a part of National 
sports Day celebration 
the south District sports 
and Youth Affairs De-
partment organized a cy-
clothon in Namchi today. 
Advisor skill Develop-
ment Department, satish 
Chandra Rai flagged off 
the event alongwith offi-
cials from the sports de-
partment. 

This open for all 
competition is one of 
the massive outreach ac-

tivities under Azadi Ka 
Amrut Mahotsav with fo-
cuses on aspirations and 
dreams of a young, new 
and iconic India. 

There were a total 
no of 19 participants 
covering the route from 
Central Park to De-
brung which is 2kms 
(to and fro) and vice 
versa. The first position 
was bagged by Gya-
cho sherpa followed 
by Bishal Pradhan and 
Ramesh Chettri in 2nd 

in 3rd position. The 
winners along with the 
other competitor were 
provided with certifi-
cates thanking them for 
their contribution in this 
event. 

Thereafter, the offi-
cials along with sports 
personalities attended a 
live video conference at 
District Administrative 
Centre witnessing the 
National sports Day cel-
ebration which was tele-
casted from Gangtok.

coach from namchi 
proud of u-17 boxers he 
accompanied to dubai

biKAsh chhetri
namchi, 30 aug:

Mukesh Rai of 
singithang, Nam-

chi, who is accompa-
nying the India Un-
der-17 junior boxing 
team as coach to the 
Asian Boxing Champi-
onship in Dubai, has 
held up the squad’s 
performance as mo-
rale-boosting. Mr 

Rai, who is part of the 
4-coach detail accom-
panying the 13 box-
ers to UAE, informed 
that the India team is 
returning with nearly 
50% conversion rate 
– its 13 boxers hav-
ing collected a hand-
some haul of six med-
al: two gold, one silver 
and three bronze at the 
championship.

golden girl Avani lekhara is a winner on all fronts
 neW DeLhi, aug 30 
(pti): Life turned upside 
down for Avni Lekhara 
pretty early when a car 
accident rendered her 
immobile as an 11-year-
old but what the tragedy 
could not do was take 
away her and her fami-
ly’s resolve to be a notch 
above the circumstances.
Lekhara sustained se-
vere spinal cord injuries 
in the accident in 2012 
but she took it upon her-
self to steer the course, 
helped generously by her 
father’s insistence that 
she take up shooting.

A trainee of former 
Olympian shooter suma 
shirur, Lekhara became 
India’s first woman gold 
medallist at the Paralym-
pic Games in Tokyo on 
Monday when she shot a 
total of 249.6 in the 10m 
Air Rifle Standing SH1.

In doing so, the 
19-year-old shooter from 
Jaipur created a new 
Paralympics record and 
also equalled the world 
record.

she wasn’t quite tak-
en by the idea of being 
a full-time shooter but 
after reading Abhinav 
Bindra’s autobiography 
‘A shot At Glory’, her deal 
with the precision sport 
was sealed.

Partly inspired by 
the story of India’s first 
individual Olympic 
gold-medallist besides 
her own hard work and 
dedication, Lekhara 

crafted her own piece of 
history at her very first 
Paralympic appearance.

As the Tokyo Paralym-
pics approached, the un-
relenting COVID-19 pan-
demic only complicated 
the journey to glory, bad-
ly affecting her essential 
physiotherapy routine.

“As someone with a 
spinal cord disability, I 
don’t have any feeling be-
low my waist. I still need 
to exercise my legs every 
day,” Lekhara says.

“I used to have a 
physio who would come 
to my home daily to help 
me exercise and stretch 
my legs. since then it’s 
my parents who have to 
help me with those ex-
ercises. They do the best 
they can.”

At the time she was 
paralysed waist down, 
studies seemed to be the 
only option but life had 
other ideas in store for 
her.

Once she picked up 
the rifle during the 2015 
summer vacations, the 
vivacious woman from 
Jaipur did pretty well 
and then began a jour-
ney that would one day 
see her script history 
by claiming the big-
gest prize at the sport’s 
grandest stage.

Going through the 
pages of Bindra’s auto-
biography only strength-
ened her resolve to re-
alise her goal once she 
decided on one, which 

happened after her her 
initial success in state 
and national level com-
petitions.

Ranked fifth in the 
world, Lekhara is set to 
compete in three more 
events -- mixed air rifle 
prone, women’s 50m ri-
fle 3 positions and mixed 
50m rifle prone.

speaking from Tokyo, 
an elated Lekhara said: “I 
feel so happy and grateful 
right now for this medal. 
I can’t explain how I feel. 
I feel right on top of the 
world.

“I dedicate my medal 
to all the Indians. It is just 
the start. I have a lot of 
competition days ahead 
and more medals to 
come. I have three more 
matches and am focusing 
on them and giving my 
100 percent.”

Having gone through 
a lot of ups and downs 
in her career, Lekhara 
said she did not want to 
dwell on the past or think 
about the future.

“I just stay in the 
present. I was think-
ing about one shot at a 
time today,” she said of 
her gold medal perfor-
mance.

she had earlier won 
a bronze medal at the 
WsPs World Cup in 
Bangkok, 2017 and bet-
tered the colour of the 
medal to silver in the 
next two World Cups in 
Osijek, Croatia in 2019 
and Al Ain, UAE this year.

shirur is with her 
in Tokyo after guiding 
Indian rifle shooters 
Divyansh singh Panwar 
and Aishwary Pratap 
singh Tomar during the 
preceding Olympics.

“This was the ulti-
mate goal and I had to 
be with Avani. I am very 
happy that she has won 
gold and it was all worth 
the effort,” shirur said.

Going into the details 
the well-known coach 
added, “We have been 
preparing Avani for the 
last couple of years with 
skill and technical as-
pects. But in Paralym-
pics, it is how well you 
can manage your emo-
tions, how well you per-
form technically under 
pressure.

“The start was very 
very tough. I was sitting 
behind her, had to go in 
a couple of times, give 
her a lot of encouraging 
words. After 20 shots, 
she got the courage.

“It took time but she 
did not give up. she be-
lieved in herself and 
fought it out. It took a 
while but ultimately the 
inner desire to win has 
seen her climb on top of 
the podium.”

Lekhara edged 
out 2016 Rio Games 
gold-medallist Cuip-
ing Zhang of China who 
clinched the silver med-
al with a total of 248.9 
at the Asaka shooting 
Range.

World number one 
and reigning world cam-
pion Iryna shchetnik of 
Ukraine took home the 
bronze with an effort of 
227.5.

Giving a peek into 
her days at training, 
shirur said, “The range 
at the Lakshya shooting 
Club is on the first floor 
but we made sure that 
she had no difficulty in 
coming and going as all 
the shooters of the club 
gelled with her so much 
that she was carried up 
the stairs in her wheel-
chair every day by her 
shooting colleagues.

“she is the darling 
of the club with her en-
chanting smile and de-
meanour. The women’s 
restroom at the club was 
remodelled to include 
para-friendly features 
overnight before Avani’s 
arrival on the first day.”

While Lekhara did 
10-15 day-long high per-
formance personal ses-
sions with shirur three 
or four times a year, the 
restrictions imposed due 
to COVID since last year 
did not deter her from 
improving and achieving 
her goals.

“The COVID posed 
fresh challenges and 
restricted travel but 
Avani kept at it training 
at home and in regular 
touch with me through 
Zoom call sessions and 
long phone calls,” shirur 
said.

India logs 42,909 
new COVID-19 cases

new Delhi, aug 30 
(pti): India saw a sin-
gle-day rise of 42,909 
new COVID-19 infections, 
which took the total tally 
of cases to 3,27,37,939, 
while active cases regis-
tered an increase for the 
sixth consecutive day, ac-
cording to Union health 
ministry data updated on 
Monday.

The death toll has 
climbed to 4,38,210 with 
380 fresh fatalities, ac-
cording to the data up-
dated at 8 am.

The number of active 
cases has increased to 
3,76,324 and comprise 
1.15 per cent of the total 
infections. The national 
COVID-19 recovery rate 
has been recorded at 
97.51 per cent, the health 
ministry said.

It said active cases in 

the country increased by 
7,766 cases in a span of 
24 hours.

The ministry said 
that 14,19,990 COVID-19 
tests were conducted on 
sunday, taking the total 
cumulative tests con-
ducted so far in the coun-
try to 52,01,46,525.

The daily positivity 
rate has been recorded at 
3.02 per cent. It is above 
three per cent after 35 
days, it said.

The weekly positivity 
rate has been recorded at 
2.41 per cent. It has been 
below three per cent for 
the last 66 days, accord-
ing to the health ministry.

The number of peo-
ple who have recuperat-
ed from the disease has 
increased to 3,19,23,405, 
while the case fatality 
rate stands at 1.34 per 

cent, the data stated.
Cumulatively, 63.43 

crore COVID-19 vaccine 
doses have been admin-
istered under the nation-
wide vaccination drive 
till Monday morning, the 
ministry said.

India’s COVID-19 tal-
ly had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7 
last year, 30 lakh on Au-
gust 23, 40 lakh on sep-
tember 5 and 50 lakh on 
september 16.

It went past 60 lakh 
on september 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 
80 lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-
crore mark on December 
19 last year.

India crossed two 
crore cases on May 4 
and three crore cases on 
June 23.

document lost: 

I Bishwa Hang Limboo son of   Dal Bahadur subba   Resident 
of Guruthang Geyzing    under Yangthang   constituency, west 
sikkim has lost his Class X  original  marksheet CBsE  bearing 
Roll number 3163196 travelling from Geyzing Bazar to Gang-
tok east  sikkim. If found please contact: 7872960979

AnthYesti KriYA
 

The Anthyesti Kriya of late Krishna Dural who 
left for his heavenly abode on 24th August falls 

on 5th september 2021.All relatives, friends and 
well-wishers are requested to join us for the last 

offering prayer to the departed soul at Hotel 
Chowtara, Deorali.  

 
dilu chetteri (wife)7872889133 
sanjok dural (son) 6297003136 

deepa dural (daughter -in-law) 7047963341 
priyanka manger(daughter)8436000232

other posters will have nehru’s 
image: iChr after backlash 

new Delhi, 30 aug 
[pti]: Facing flak from 
opposition parties for ex-
cluding Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s image from a poster 
celebrating the 75th year 
of independence, the In-
dian Council of Histori-
cal Research (ICHR) said 
the controversy over the 
issue is “unnecessary” 
as other posters being 
released in the coming 
days will feature the first 
prime minister.

“We are not trying 
to undermine anyone’s 
role in the movement,” 
a top ICHR official said, 
dismissing criticism on 
the issue, and added the 
poster was one of the 
many released as part of 
the Azadi ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav celebrations.

The Congress, howev-
er, questioned the silence 
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on the issue 
and demanded that he 
rise above his prejudices 
and intervene. Opposi-
tion parties had said the 
omission was deliberate.

ICHR, an autono-
mous body under the 
Ministry of Education, 
has been running a 
series of lectures and 
seminars on the theme 
of the Independence 
struggle under the 
“Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav” celebration.

“This is only one of 
the posters released 
as part of the Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav cel-
ebrations. There will 
be several others and 
Nehru will be featured 
in them... controversy 
around this is unneces-
sary,” the ICHR official 
said.

As part of the lec-
ture series, the coun-
cil has invited various 

historians and acade-
micians to speak on 
different topics relat-
ed to India’s freedom 
movement.

Arvind Jamkhed-
kar, whose tenure as 
ICHR Chairman ended 
in March this year, said 
not mentioning Nehru 
could be inadvertent 
on part of the council.

“It could be inad-
vertent. Nobody can 
miss a person like Neh-
ru when we talk about 
freedom struggle. It 
could be due to care-
lessness but definitely 
not deliberate. No po-
litical motives should 
be seen behind it. I re-
iterate this must not be 
deliberate,” he said.

The Ministry of 
Education has not ap-
pointed Mr Jamkhed-
kar’s successor yet.

Opposition parties 
had targeted the gov-
ernment for the exclu-
sion of the image of the 
country’s first prime 
minister from the post-
er and suggested that it 
had been done deliber-
ately.

“Why is Prime Min-
ister silent on omis-
sion of Nehru’s picture 
from ICHR’’s celebra-
tion of India@75. This 
goes against all facts 
and authentic history. 
We know PM wants to 
obliterate Nehru’’s leg-
acy, but this is uncon-
scionable! He must rise 
above his prejudices 
and tell ICHR to fix it,” 
said Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh.

Party leader P Chi-
dambaram also hit out 
at ICHR over the contro-
versy and said the expla-
nation given is ludicrous.

He accused the mem-

ber secretary of ICHR 
of bowing to hate and 
prejudice and asked 
him whether he would 
omit Henry Ford while 
celebrating the birth of 
the motor car or Wright 
brothers while celebrat-
ing the birth of aviation. 
Ford was the first to in-
vent the motor car and 
the Wright brothers were 
credited for building and 
flying the world’s first 
aircraft.

“ICHR Member-sec-
retary’’s explanation for 
the omission of Jawa-
harlal Nehru from the 
first digital poster to cel-
ebrate 75 years of inde-
pendence is ludicrous,” 
he said on Twitter.

“After bowing down 
to prejudice and hate, it 
is best the Member-sec-
retary shuts his mouth,” 
he said.

Congress general 
secretary KC Venugopal 
said, “Petty politics once 
again! May I remind the 
ruling dispensation that 
any celebration of our na-
tion’s glorious freedom 
movement is ahistorical 
without the mention of 
the progressive and un-
deterred contributions 
of Nehru ji. You may omit 
his name, but can never 
erase his ideas.”

several other Con-
gress leaders, including 
shashi Tharoor, Gaurav 
Gogoi and Pawan Khera, 
took to social media and 
shared the screenshot of 
the ICHR website show-
ing photographs of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Netaji 
subhas Chandra Bose, 
Bhagat singh, BR Ambed-
kar, sardar Vallabhai Patel, 
Rajendra Prasad, Madan 
Mohan Malviya and V D 
savarkar while Nehru’’s 
picture was missing.



4 SummitTIMES | 31 August 2021 Edits

To book ad-space, contact SummitTimeS at
GANGToK:
For circulation details Contact:  (Sandeep) 9734152451 
& for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 or at office no 03592 
208698. Mail us at advertise@summittimes.com 
SIlIGuRI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambedkar Building, Room 
No.7, 1st floor. Opp. Ganga Hotel. Hill Cart Road. Siliguri – 03. 
Ph. 9832318644/ 9800682989/ 9153035100 or mail at mani_
siliguri@yahoo.co.in.
KolKATA offICE:
Irshad Ali/ Imteeyaz. Synapse,  6, Madan Street, Mezine – 2, 2nd 
floor. Kolkata – 700072. Ph. 033-22124348/ fax 033-22124337/ 

enough!
a government which opposes criminalization of 
marital rape cannot claim to protect daughters

The nation should know that it has a serious problem when 
its government wears its hypocrisy on its sleeves and 

its bhakts take sycophancy to new lows of groveling. BBBP, 
the Beti-Bachao, Beti-Padhao sham, is projected as a “flag-
ship” programme of the Central government and everything 
from safai abhiyans to routine adolescent health awareness 
camps are pegged to this “mission” now. A country where 
daughters continue to be denied equal access and which has 
a Prime Minister who was once surprised that the PM of a 
neighbouring country fought extremists so well “despite be-
ing a woman,” one understands the desperate need to have a 
programme to bachao the betis. But this was always a flawed 
approach and reeked of male chauvinism which not only sees 
women as a needing saving (from whom?) but also believes 
that the same system which has traditionally oppressed her 
can do the saving as well. What the nation needed was a Be-
ta-sudharo mission implemented by the Ministry for Women 
& Child Development, but that is not what we have at hand, 
and so continues the celebration of hypocrisy which objecti-
fies women to the level that it takes away their individuality 
and imposes a caricature. The people should know they have 
a problem when falling fertility rates (the average number of 
births per woman) is seen instinctively as a social challenge 
instead of evidence that women are expressing empower-
ment and exercising more control over their bodies. In sikkim, 
this is definitely the case, as a recent study has shown that 
birth control options are accessed more by women than men 
in sikkim. This must be the case in the rest of this male-dom-
inated country as well, and now that we have a chauvinisti-
cally right-leaning dispensation in office, gender equality and 
women’s empowerment can be expected to take a beating.

The latest evidence of testosterone-driven and estro-
gen-repulsive policy positioning of the Centre was displayed 
in the High Court of Delhi which is hearing a PIL demanding 
the criminalization of marital rape. Anyone who wonders 
what marital rape is and whether it is even a “thing” is clearly 
a brainwashed product of a culture which sees women as the 
support crew for the men and their plans and ambitions. It is 
the internalization of this belief that can see women as moth-
ers but never leaders, as the sage counsel behind every great 
man but never the great leader herself leading several men. 
In the Delhi High Court on Tuesday, the Centre pleaded that 
marital rape cannot be made a criminal offence as “it could 
become a phenomenon which may destabilise the institution 
of marriage and an easy tool for harassing the husbands”. Mar-
ital rape is explained as an act in which the husband forces 
himself sexually on his wife. That is rape, and to argue that 
rape by a husband is not rape takes away the wife’s right over 
her own body. But an entire government is now arguing, with-
out even a hint of embarrassment, that a woman signs off her 
body to the husband with marriage. This is the same line of ar-
gument which allows such widespread acceptance of domes-
tic violence in society as well. What this reasoning also side-
steps is the fact that violence - and rape is an act of violence 
whether committed by a stranger or a relative or even the 
husband – has no place in any ‘institution’ and no institution 
is so special or sacrosanct that it needs to be nurtured despite 
the violence it inflicts. Marital rape, one needs to recognize, 
is often a chronic form of violence for the victim which takes 
place within abusive relations.

There are those who argue that the West cannot be cop-
ied for everything. Marital rape is a criminal offence in many 
western countries now. But this is not even so much about 
copying anyone, just correcting an offensive anomaly in the 
laws which exempt husbands from rape. The rape laws in our 
country, after detailing what constitutes rape, exempts hus-
bands from being charged with the rape of the wife. This used 
to be how things were in most countries and their laws, but 
have been corrected in many countries. Not so in our country 
yet. Even if a new law is not written in to deal with cases of 
marital rape, at least the protection offered to husbands needs 
to be lifted. Even the UN has recognized the violence of mar-
ital rape as long back as 24 years ago. In December 1993, the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights pub-
lished the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women which established marital rape as a human rights vio-
lation. Do we want to be a country which continues to defend 
marital rape?

Afghan women’s lives Are now in danger from the 
taliban – but they have always faced male violence

Jenevieve mAnnell
theconversation.com

The takeover of Afghanistan by 
the Taliban has undoubtedly 

put women’s lives in danger and 
threatened their human rights in 
new ways. But if we want to help, we 
need to first understand that Afghan 
women’s lives were challenging long 
before the takeover.

The threat of violence has 
long been a harsh reality for 
many Afghan women: a survey 
by the Demographic and Health 
programme of UsAID conduct-
ed in 2015 showed that 90% 
of women in some areas of the 
country have experienced vio-
lence from their husband. Wom-
en who manage to leave their 
abusive partners and families 
frequently experience further 
abuse from those who we may 
think of as trustworthy, includ-
ing the police, doctors and gov-
ernment officials.

While safe houses for wom-
en did exist before the Taliban 
takeover – mostly in Kabul – 
these shelters were already 
perceived as shameful and im-
moral by many in Afghan soci-
ety. For a survivor of violence 
living in a safe house, leaving 
for any reason is dangerous 
and requires a bodyguard, 
even to go to the doctor.

As a global health research-
er, I  have spent the past five 
years documenting women’s 
experiences of domestic vio-
lence in Afghanistan. We have 
talked to more than 200 wom-
en and men about violence 
against women and mental 
health across the country. 

This has been one of the 
hardest places I have ever 
worked, politically and ethi-
cally.  In most other countries, 
women who have survived vi-
olence are protected by gov-
ernment institutions, but in 
my experience, this has never 
been the case in Afghanistan. 
We have had to stop our re-

search numerous times be-
cause the situation became too 
dangerous for survivors of vi-
olence, and we were afraid of 
putting the women we were 
trying to help at further risk. 

Reading and analysing 
women’s stories of violence 
from Afghanistan is one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever done. 
These are not like stories of 
violence anywhere else in the 
world. They are brutal and the 
women involved are nearly 
always blamed. Most women 
have no choice but to stay with 
their husbands, and are beat-
en or abused if  they ask for 
help. Other women, including 
mothers-in-law, are also often 
involved in perpetuating the 
violence.

Women are often grate-
ful for the opportunity to tell 
our research team their sto-
ries. They say they have never 
had someone listen to them in 
this way before. Many explain 
the experience as cathartic 
and describe how their story 
has been “released from their 
body” through its telling. sto-
ries are powerful,  and if  they 
are told to the right person, 
they can help people to heal.

The women we interviewed 
are painfully aware of the in-
equalities that exist between 
them and the men in their 
lives. They use the Dari equiv-
alent of words such as “patri-
archy” and “gender inequality” 
to talk about the stories they 
hear in the news. For exam-
ple, the murder of Fakunda 
Malikzada by a mob in Kabul 
in 2015 is an event that pro-
foundly resonates with Afghan 
women. Malikzada was a Mus-
lim a woman wrongly accused 
of burning the Koran by an 
angry shopkeeper. Her death 
sparked widespread protests 
from women’s rights activists. 
Women talk about this story 
as if  Fakunda was their friend. 

They see themselves in her 
story.

The men we spoke to are 
also acutely aware of the in-
equalities between men and 
women. But they often per-
ceive women as needing men’s 
protection and guidance. 
“Teaching women” through the 
use of violence is described 
by some men as a means of 
keeping women safe or ensur-
ing that they do not dishonour 
themselves (or their families). 
Not all  men agree with these 
arguments, though, and sev-
eral speak out against the use 
of violence against women for 
any reason. As in all  countries, 
ideas about gender inequali-
ties are a point of discussion, 
with arguments on both sides.

LIVING WITH VIOLENCE 
AND INEQUALITY

Four decades of armed con-
flict have magnified many of 
the inequalities women live 
with on a daily basis in Af-
ghanistan. During the Us occu-
pation, Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch docu-
mented the role of internation-
al actors in supporting the mu-
jahideen, fundamentalist war-
lords who had themselves been 
war criminals and perpetrators 
of sexual violence. Under the 
Afghanistan government, these 
same warlords became minis-
ters, governors and members of 
parliament. 

War has a way of emphasis-
ing gender inequalities. Many 
women talk about the Taliban, 
and how fathers and brothers 
were killed or exploited by the 
conflict. This was often the tip-
ping point for their lives – with-
out these men to protect them, 
these women were often mar-
ried to violent or abusive men 
because there was no one with 
enough power to care for their 
interests.

The men we spoke with talk-
ed at length about how the war 

had affected the mental health 
of everyone in Afghanistan and 
how they thought this had led to 
more violence in the home. One 
man even asked us why we were 
asking about women, when men 
had been so severely affected by 
the war.

VOICEs sILENCED
Under the Taliban, Afghan 

women’s stories will be lost – 
deliberately hidden to protect 
them from those who would 
do them harm. This is already 
happening. Our research team 
is scrambling to erase all trace 
of the people we have worked 
with. Websites are being re-
moved and reports erased.

Meanwhile the UK govern-
ment is publicly claiming that 
the “overwhelming majority” of 
eligible people have been evac-
uated. Yet our colleagues – tal-
ented, highly-educated women 
researchers – are still trapped in 
Afghanistan. UK helplines have 
been down or unresponsive, and 
only 5,000 people will be offered 
resettlement in the UK over the 
next year.

As time passes, we must not 
turn our back on these women’s 
stories both before and after the 
Taliban came into power. The 
Us intervention in Afghanistan 
has had severe consequences 
for women’s lives, many of them 
negative. Conflict and poverty 
have contributed to underage 
marriages, and fed a drug trade 
that further perpetuates domes-
tic violence. The disaster of the 
Us withdrawal is also likely to 
have consequences for women 
as the rest of the world watches 
it unfold.

Afghanistan is proof of just 
how fast our human rights can 
be stripped away and our lives 
erased. We must continue to 
listen to what Afghan women 
have to say no matter what 
happens.

[the writer is associate pro-
fessor of global health, Ucl] 

mood, music and money: What our spotify playlists 
reveal about the emotional nature of financial markets

iVan inDriaWan, aDrian FernanDez-pe-
rez, aLexanDre gareL & aLex eDmans
theconversation.com
We like to think our purchase decisions are based 
on rational calculations and facts, but we know 
they are often driven by emotions, too. When 
we splurge on nice food, clothes or electron-
ic gadgets, are we really thinking in terms 
of cost and benefit, or are we responding to 
stress, frustration, happiness or excitement?

The same can be asked of financial mar-
kets. The famous “efficient markets hypoth-
esis” argues that stock prices are driven by 
rational calculations. But traders are human 
and humans are affected by emotions. Do 
these emotions feed through to the stock 
market?

studying this question is difficult because 
people’s emotions aren’t observable. While 
emotions do manifest in observable actions, 
many such actions (aggressive behaviour or 
language, for example) are not captured by 
any data.

But what if there was a way to measure 
the overall mood of a country and relate that 
to the behaviour of financial markets? In the 
age of spotify, this has become a real possi-
bility.

Our research, published in the Journal of 
Financial Economics, uses the music people 
listen to as a measure of national sentiment 
affecting market behaviour. It builds on the 
concept of a “mood congruence” — that peo-
ple’s music choices reflect their mood (sad 
songs at funerals, happy songs at parties and 
so on).

spotify provides aggregated listening data 
across a country, as well as an algorithm that 
classifies the positivity or negativity of each 
song. Using these inputs, we calculate “music 
sentiment” — a measure of a country’s sen-
timent as expressed by the positivity of the 
songs its citizens listen to.

HOW Is sENTIMENT UsUALLY MEA-
sURED?

Investor sentiment is often defined as the 
general mood among investors regarding a 
particular market or asset. While this defi-
nition is widely accepted, it’s challenging to 
construct a pure measure of mood that isn’t 
complicated by economics.

Many natural measures – consumer confi-

dence, GDP growth, unemployment, corona-
virus cases and deaths – have direct econom-
ic effects. so, for example, if a high consumer 
confidence index sees the stock market rise, 
this doesn’t necessarily suggest emotions di-
rectly affect the stock market.

Rather, the rise could be a rational re-
sponse to an improvement in the business 
and employment conditions the index is 
based on. One alternative, then, is to look for 
other “mood proxies” as viable indicators of 
national sentiment.

Previous research on investor sentiment 
has used shocks that affect the national mood 
but not the economy, such as the results of 
major sports tournaments.

However, other factors may affect mood – 
a country could lose a sports game but also 
enjoy falling COVID cases. Hence our pro-
posed alternative way of capturing the mood 
of individuals using national spotify data.

UsING MUsIC TO MEAsURE sENTIMENT
One concern with music listening data is 

that people may choose music to neutralise 
their mood rather than reflect it — listening 
to upbeat music to cure a downbeat mood, for 
example.

We show this is not the case. Music senti-
ment is more positive during sunnier and 
lengthening days. Research has already 
shown these to be high mood periods, as 
are those times when COVID restrictions are 
lifted.

The novelty of our study, therefore, lies in 
finding a measure that reflects national mood. 
A citizen’s music choices reflect their mood 
regardless of what caused it — soccer re-
sults, COVID cases or anything else.

Indeed, spotify listening data have 
been shown to predict consumer confi-
dence more accurately than standard con-
sumer confidence surveys.

sTOCK MARKETs OVERREACT TO sEN-
TIMENT

Linking our sentiment measure with 
the stock markets, we find that higher 
music sentiment is associated with higher 
returns to a country’s stock market during 
the same week. It also leads to lower re-
turns the next week, suggesting the initial 
reaction was a temporary one driven by 
sentiment.

One might argue these results show 
only a spurious correlation, similar to the 
“superbowl effect” where the identity of 
the superbowl winner predicts Us stock 
markets, even though there is no rational 
or behavioural reason for that . 

But we show our result holds across 40 
countries and is not driven by a couple of 
outliers skewing the data. We also show 
the result is robust across asset classes. 
While our main results consider stocks, we 
also find high music sentiment is associat-
ed with greater purchases of equity mutual 
funds.

High music sentiment is also correlated 
with lower returns to government bonds, 
indicating that investors switch out of safe 
bonds into risky stocks.

WHY MUsIC sENTIMENT MATTERs
The point of our study is not to uncover a 

profitable trading strategy. We do not suggest 
investors should calculate music sentiment 
and use it to predict the stock market.

Instead, using a novel measure that re-
flects national sentiment and is available in 
40 countries, we want to show emotions af-
fect the stock market. This suggests investors 
should be wary of their own emotions when 
making investment decisions. 

Our findings also imply that sentiment 
rather than fundamentals could drive rising 
stock prices – of electric vehicles or artificial 
intelligence products, for instance. There-
fore, investors should be wary of buying into 
a bubble or selling in a crash.

Moreover, this study demonstrates the 
power of big data to reveal aggregate ongo-
ing sentiment. Unlike sporting events, which 
are infrequent, music is enjoyed everywhere 
all the time. Being a universal language, mu-
sic enables us to construct a comparative 
measure of national sentiment, in real time, 
around the world.

[Ivan Indriawan is Senior Lecturer in Fi-
nance, Auckland University of Technology; 

Adrian Fernandez-Perez is Senior Research 
Fellow in Finance, Auckland University of 

Technology; Alexandre garel is Chercheur en 
Finance, Audencia; Alex Edmans is Professor 

of Finance, Academic Director, Centre for 
Corporate governance, London Business School]
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eminent bengali writer 
buddhadeb guha dies at 85

koLkata, aug 30 
(pti): Eminent Bengali 
writer Buddhadeb Guha, 
author of many notable 
works such as `Madhu-
kari’ (Honey Gatherer), 
has died. He was 85.
Guha died of post-Covid 
complications at a pri-
vate hospital here at 
11.25 pm on sunday after 
a massive cardiac arrest, 
family members said.
The writer, whose works 
of fiction reflected his 
closeness to nature and 
forests of eastern India, 
had been hospitalised 
earlier this month after 
complaining of breath-
lessness and urinary in-
fection, they said.

He had earlier con-
tracted COVID-19 in April 
and was hospitalised for 
33 days.

“Buddhadev Guha is 
no more. He was blessed 
as to be one with the Di-
vine on the night of Jan-
mashtami (Lord Krish-
na’s birthday) 2021. 
Do join his family and 
friends in celebrating his 
life,” his elder daughter 
Maleni B Guhaa said in a 
social media message.

Guha was prede-
ceased by wife, eminent 
Rabindra sangeet expo-

nent Ritu Guha in 2001. 
He leaves behind two 
daughters.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee condoled the demise 
of Guha, describing him 
as one of the foremost 
writers in Bengali liter-
ature whose death will 
leave a void.

Buddhadeb Guha will 
be remembered for Koel-
er Kachhe’, Kojagar’, Ektu 
Usnotar Jonyo’, Madhu-
kari’, Jangalmahal’, Cho-
roibeti’ and other books. 
He is the creator of two 

popular fictional charac-
ters in Bengali litera-
ture Ribhu and Riju-
da,” Banerjee said in a 
condolence message.

she offered her 
condolences to the be-
reaved family and his 
countless readers.

Born on June 29, 
1936 in Kolkata, Guha 
had spent his child-
hood in Rangpur and 
Barisal districts of 
East Bengal (now Ban-
gladesh). His child-
hood experiences and 
travels left a deep im-

print on him, which were 
reflected in his works lat-
er on.

His novels and short 
stories have been high-
ly acclaimed by critics, 
winning him fans across 
the sub-continent and 
several awards, includ-
ing Ananda Purashkar in 
1976, shiroman Purash-
kar and sharat Puraskar.

The writer’s import-
ant works besides `Mad-
hukari’, include `Koeler 
Kachhe’ (Near the Koel 
river) and `sobinoy Nibe-
don’ (Humble Offering).

An award-winning 
Bengali film ‘Dictionary’ 
was also made based on 
two of his works - `Baba 
Howa’ (Being a Father) 
and ̀ swami Howa’ (Being 
a Husband).

He was a popular 
children’s writer, too, 
creating the fictional 
character Rijuda, a hunt-
e r - t u r n e d - c o n s e r va -
tionist and his side-kick 
Rudra.

Rupa Majumdar, Ed-
itor of Nabakallol and 
shuktara magazines and 
director of publishing 

house Dev sahitya Kutir, 
whose magazine recently 
serialised Guha’s child-
hood memories in story 
form, said, He was a 
colossus, a literary star 
people used to come 
just to watch him when 
he would visit our stall 
at any book fair. His 
books, some of which 
we published, were all 
best-sellers.

Added sabiten-
dranath Roy, author, 
publisher and a friend 
of Guha, He was a great 
writer and good friend. 
We used to enjoy his 
`addas’ (conversa-
tions). Whenever we 
met, our chats always 
ended with him sing-
ing... he was god-gifted in 
many ways.

Majumdar said it was 
the duty of the publish-
ing world and his heirs 
to have Guha’s works 
translated into other lan-
guages including English 
so that the world at large 
realises his genius, which 
is so well recognised in 
Bengali literature .

A successful charted 
accountant, Guha was 
also a noted classical 
singer and a proficient 
illustrator.

4 new cases push COVID-19 
tally of Andamans to 7,564

port BLair, aug 30 
(pti): The COVID-19 tal-
ly of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands rose to 7,564 
on Monday as four more 
people tested positive 
for the infection, a health 
bulletin said.

Three new patients 
have travel history, while 
one infection was detect-
ed during contact trac-
ing, it said.

The coronavirus 
death toll remained un-
changed at 129 as no 
fresh fatality was regis-
tered.

The Union territory 
now has five active cases, 
while 7,430 people have 
been cured of the disease 
so far, including two in 
the last 24 hours.

The administration 
has tested over 4.86 lakh 
samples for COVID-19, 
the bulletin said, adding 
that the positivity rate 
stood at 1.55 per cent.

A total of 3.59 lakh 
people have been inoc-
ulated thus far, of whom 
1.04 lakh people have 
received both doses, it 
added.

assam reports 4 new deaths, 293 Covid cases
guWahati, aug 29 
(pti): Assam report-
ed four deaths due to 
COVID-19 on sunday, 
while 293 more people 
tested positive, pushing 
the state’s infection tally 
to 5,88,318, the National 
Health Mission said.

The latest fatalities 
were reported from 
Cachar, Hojai, Kamrup 
Metropolitan and Udal-
guri districts.

The state’s Covid 
death toll stands at 5,640 
persons.

According to the Na-
tional Health Mission 
(NHM), 1,347 more 
COVID-19 patients have 
died till now, but the gov-
ernment’s Death Audit 
Board has not included 
them in the tally of deaths 
caused by COVID-19 vi-

rus as they had other ail-
ments too.

With detection of 293 
patients against testing 
of 39,337 samples on 
sunday, Assam has re-
ported a positivity rate of 
0.74 per cent for the day, 
the NHM daily bulletin 
said.

The state had report-

ed 586 coronavirus pos-
itive cases on saturday 
against testing of 84,785 
samples.

Currently, the state 
has a total of 5,702 ac-
tive cases and they are 
being treated at different 
hospitals and Covid Care 
Centres (CCCs) across 
the state along with some 

being at home isolation.
Out of the new cases, 

the highest 74 patients 
were detected from 
Kamrup Metropolitan 
followed by 28 in Jorhat, 
23 in sivasagar and 21 in 
Nalbari.

With 5,88,318 total 
COVID-19 positive cas-
es in Assam, the overall 

positivity rate stands at 
2.74 per cent against to-
tal testing of 2,15,07,212 
samples so far.

The Kamrup Metro-
politan district, which 
primarily comprises 
the Guwahati city, has 
so far reported a to-
tal of 1,18,712 cases of 
COVID-19.

During the day, the 
state reported more re-
coveries than the num-
ber of new infections at 
674 discharges, NHM 
said in its daily bulletin.

In Assam, 5,75,629 
COVID-19 patients have 
so far recovered and 
were discharged from 
different hospitals and 
CCCs.

The NHM further said 
that a total of 1,71,05,307 
doses of Covid vaccines 
have been administered. 
This includes 1,40,64,179 
first doses and 30,41,128 
second doses.

It added that 96,593 
people were vaccinated 
on sunday, down from 
2,74,578 on saturday.

88 children among 440 new 
CoViD-19 patients in mizoram

aizaWL, aug 30 (pti): 
Mizoram’s COVID-19 
tally soared to 57,962 
on Monday as 440 more 
people, including 88 chil-
dren, tested positive for 
the infection, a health of-
ficial said.

The northeastern 
state’s coronavirus death 
toll rose to 213 as a 

68-year-old woman from 
Aizawl succumbed to the 
infection.

Aizawl reported the 
highest number of new 
cases at 310, followed by 
Mamit (74) and Kolasib 
(15), he said, adding that 
all the fresh infections 
were detected during 
contact tracing and the 

single-day positivity rate 
stood at 22.59 per cent.

Mizoram now has 
8,510 active cases, while 
49,239 people have re-
covered from the infec-
tion so far, including 271 
on sunday. The recovery 
rate among the coronavi-
rus patients in the state 
stood at 84.95 per cent, 

while the mortality rate 
was at 0.36 per cent.

The state has so far 
tested over 8.47 lakh 
samples for COVID-19, 
including 1,948 in the 
last 24 hours. More than 
6.54 lakh people have 
been inoculated to date, 
of whom 2.35 lakh have 
been fully vaccinated.

odisha logs 609 new CoViD-19 
cases, 67 fresh fatalities

Bhubaneswar, aug 
30 (pti): Odisha’s 
COVID-19 tally rose to 
10,07,112 on Monday 
as 609 more people, 
including 97 children, 
tested positive for the 
infection, while 67 
fresh fatalities pushed 
the state’s coronavi-
rus death toll to 7,901, 
a health official said.

The detection of 
609 fresh infections 
was the lowest daily 
spike since the be-
ginning of the second 
wave of the pandemic 
in April this year.

Of the 64,991 sam-
ples tested on sunday, 
only 609 reports re-
turned positive keep-
ing the test positivity 
rate at 0.93 per cent. 
“The TPR has come 
down below 1 per cent 
for the first time in 
five months,” he said.

However, despite 
a sharp decline in 
fresh cases, the infec-
tion rate among chil-
dren is on the rise. It 
was 15.92 per cent 
on Monday, 14.01 per 
cent on sunday, 13.47 
per cent on saturday, 
and 12.99 per cent on 
Friday.

As many as 354 
new cases were re-
ported in quarantine 
centres, while 255 
fresh infections were 
detected during con-

tact tracing.
Khurda district, 

under which Bhu-
baneswar falls, re-
corded the highest 
number of new cases 
at 209, followed by 
Cuttack (71). Bolan-
gir, Kalahandi, Naba-
rangpur and Nuapada 
did not register any 
fresh case, while the 
remaining districts 
reported less than 
100 infections each.

Cuttack district 
recorded the highest 
number of fresh fatal-
ities at 20, followed 
by Angul and Jagts-
inghpur (nine each) 
and Khurda (six). Fif-
ty-three other coro-
navirus patients have 
died due to comorbid-
ities so far, he said.

The state now has 
7,528 active cases, 
while 9,91,630 people 
have recovered from 
the disease so far, in-
cluding 834 on sun-
day.

Odisha has thus far 
tested over 1.80 crore 
samples for COVID-19, 
including 64,991 on 
sunday. The state’s 
positivity rate stood 
at 5.59 per cent. The 
administration has 
inoculated over 2.17 
crore people to date, 
of whom 52.59 lakh 
have been fully vacci-
nated.

train mows down 3 migrant 
labourers in odisha

BhuBanesWar, aug 
30 (pti): An express 
train mowed down 
three migrant labourers 
from Bihar in Odisha’s 
Ganjam district while 
they were walking on 
the tracks to reach a 
railway station to return 
home, a GRP official said 
on Monday.

The incident took 
place near a level cross-
ing in Haladiapadar 
area on the outskirts 
of Berhampur town, he 
said.

Around 7-8 migrant 
workers were walking 

on the tracks to reach 
Brahmapur railway sta-
tion on sunday night 
when three of them 
were mowed down 
by the Visakhapat-
nam-Tatanagar Express, 
while the remaining la-
bourers received minor 
injuries, he said.

The labourers were 
working in a local firm 
and were returning to 
their home state, the 
official said, adding that 
the three persons died 
on the spot and their 
identities are yet to be 
ascertained.

Arunachal reports 39 
fresh COVID-19 cases

itanagar, aug 30 
(pti): Arunachal 
Pradesh reported 39 
fresh cases, pushing the 
tally to 52,870, a senior 
health official said on 
Monday. The death toll 
in the frontier state re-
mained at 260, state sur-
veillance Officer Lobsang 
Jampa said. The Capital 
Complex Region report-
ed the highest number of 
new cases at 17, followed 
by Lower subansiri (12), 
three each from West 
Kameng and Leparada.

Arunachal Pradesh 

now has 966 active cas-
es, while 51,644 people 
have recovered from the 
disease, Jampa said.

The recovery rate 
stands at 97.68 per cent 
and the positivity rate at 
2.47 per cent.

Altogether, 10,52,037 
samples have been tested for 
COVID-19, including 1,575 
on sunday, the official said.

state Immunisation 
Officer Dimong Padung 
said a total of 9,60,635 
people have been admin-
istered vaccine doses so 
far in the state.
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mets players give own fans the thumbs 
down to ‘let them know how it feels’

neW york, 30 aug 
[theguarDian]: Play-
ing for the New York Mets 
is not a job for the faint of 
heart. As well as the cruel 
losses, inexplicable col-
lapses and long history of 
mismanagement there’s 
the fact that Mets fans 
have been known to boo 
their own players with 
the season barely a few 
weeks old.

Antipathy from fans 
has been particularly 
strong in the last few 
weeks, when the Mets 
went from leading the NL 
East to seeing their play-
off chances all but end af-
ter losing 12 of 14 games. 
They have corrected mat-
ters slightly with two vic-
tories in a row over the 
severely depleted Wash-
ington Nationals, but 
during sunday’s game 
three of their players ad-
opted a, shall we say, de-
batable approach to win-
ning the crowd over: they 
flashed the thumbs down 
gesture at fans.

Javier Báez, who belt-
ed a home run during the 
Mets’ win, was one of the 
players to make the sign, 
and explained the rea-
soning to reporters after 
the game.

“It feels bad when 

I strike out and I get 
booed. It doesn’t really 
get to me, but I want to 
let them know that when 
we have success, we’re 
going to do the same 
thing, to let [fans] know 
how it feels,” Baez told 
reporters. “They got to 
be better. I play for the 
fans and love the fans. If 
they’re going to do that, 
they’re going to put more 
pressure on the team.”

Báez joined the Mets 
earlier this summer 
and, after sunday’s com-
ments, may be leaving 
in the near future. His 
close friend and team-

mate Francisco Lin-
dor also gave fans the 
thumbs down, although 
he appears to be in a 
long-term toxic relation-
ship: he signed a 10-year, 
$341m contract with the 
Mets in April. Part of Lin-
dor’s appeal to the team 
was his positive attitude 
and ability to deal with 
the pressure that comes 
with playing in one of 
the world’s largest sports 
markets.

“When we don’t get 
success, we’re going to 
get booed,” Báez added. 
“so [the fans] are going 
to get booed when we get 

success.”
Báez had previous-

ly played his entire ca-
reer among the more 
supportive fanbase of 
the Chicago Cubs. Mets 
manager Luis Rojas said 
the 28-year-old would 
have to deal with the at-
mosphere in New York.

“I think it’s some-
thing he’s probably 
getting used to, it’s 
the first time he’s had 
another uniform,” said 
Rojas. “He’s seen some 
of these things in his 
time here, probably 
that’s why he’s shar-
ing, he’s venting. It’s 

a learning experience. 
There’s different guys 
that have probably felt 
that way coming into 
here and not performing 
immediately. They learn 
how to deal with it and 
they know where the fan-
base is coming from.

“[Fans] have the right 
to react however they 
want. Especially Mets 
fans, New York fans, this 
market, this city knows 
baseball probably more 
than any other city. They 
have the right to react 
however they want, and 
we got to understand 
where they’re coming 
from. Our job is to be 
ready everyday to give 
them the best baseball.”

Báez and Lindor are 
not the first Mets to flash 
digits at their own fans. 
In 2017, the team’s own 
mascot turned on the 
crowd after someone in-
sulted his (presumably 
fictional) mother.

The only other play-
er Met to join in with the 
gesture on sunday was 
Kevin Pillar, who was hit 
in the face by a pitch ear-
lier this season and upon 
his return had become 
something of a cult hero 
among Mets fans. Until 
sunday at least.

india end Asian junior campaign with 8 gold medals
neW DeLhi, aug 29 
(pti): The girls snared 
half a dozen of them as 
India ended its Asian Ju-
nior Boxing Champion-
ship campaign in Dubai 
with a whopping eight 
gold medals besides bag-
ging five silver and six 
bronze.

Out of the 10 girls in 
the finals, six ended with 
gold medals, while four 
others claimed silver fin-
ishes. Among the boys, 
three were in the finals 
and two of them signed 
off with gold medals.

India’s tally of gold 
medals was equal to 
traditional powerhouse 
Kazakhstan and just one 
less than another heavy-
weight Uzbekistan.

Rohit Chamoli 
(48kg) and Bharat Joon 
(+81kg), Vishu Rathee 
(girls 48kg), and Tanu 
(girls 52kg) were the 
early gold-medallists be-
fore others joined in late 
night bouts on sunday.

Nikita Chand (60kg), 
Mahi Raghav (63kg), 
Pranjal Yadav (75kg) and 
Kirti (+81kg) picked up 
their yellow metals in the 

later bouts.
Kirti won against 

shugyla Rysebek of Ka-
zakhstan in a 4-1 split 
decision. Raghav (63kg) 
also fetched a split 3-2 
decision against Algerim 
Kabdolda of Kazakhstan.

Chand outperformed 
Assem Tanatar of Kazakh-
stan, while Yadav defeated 
another Kazakh in Akzhan 
in a spilt 4-1 decision.

Rudrika (70kg) went 
down 1-4 against Uzbek 
Oysha Toirova and sanja-
na (81kg) endured a 0-5 

loss against Kazakhstan’s 
Umit Abilkaiyr.

Aanchal saini (57kg) 
also went down 0-5 
against Ulzhan sarsen-
bek of Kazakhstan to end 
with a silver medal.

India’s six bronze 
medals came after De-
vika Ghorpade (50kg), 
Aarzoo (54kg) and su-
priya Rawat (66kg) lost 
in the girls semi-finals 
while Ashish (54kg), An-
shul (57kg) and Ankush 
(66kg) exited in the boys’ 
last-four stage.

In the last Asian Ju-
nior Championships 
held in 2019 in Fujairah, 
UAE, India had finished 
third with 21 medals (six 
gold, nine silver and six 
bronze).

At the ongoing edi-
tion, the gold medallists in 
the junior category were 
awarded with UsD 4,000 
while UsD 2,000 and 
1,000 were given to the 
silver and bronze medal 
winners respectively.

On Monday, 15 Indian 
boxers will fight for gold 

in the youth event.
Nivedita (48kg), Ta-

manna (50kg), simran 
(52kg), Neha (54kg), 
Preeti (57kg), Preeti 
Dahiya (60kg), Khushi 
(63kg), sneha (66kg), 
Khushi (75kg), Tanishbir 
(81kg) will be in action in 
the women’s category.

Among the men, Vish-
vanath suresh (48kg), 
Bishwamitra Chongtham 
(51kg), Jaydeep Rawat 
(71kg), Vanshaj (64kg) 
and Vishal (80kg) will 
fight their finals.

‘A great player, a great 
human being’: Solskjær 
excited about Ronaldo

ben fisher
moLineux, 30 aug 
[theguarDian]: Ole 
Gunnar solskjær believes 
Cristiano Ronaldo will 
relish the challenge of 
proving age is just a num-
ber on his return to the 
Premier League and says 
Manchester United were 
always going to pounce 
when such a “special 
player” became available.

United beat Manches-
ter City to sign the five-
time Ballon d’Or winner 
from Juventus, with the 
36-year-old striker set to 
make his second debut 
for the club against New-
castle United after the 
international break. sol-
skjær said United have 
not signed Ronaldo to 
warm the bench and was 
adamant the Portugal 
forward will improve his 
team after watching them 
extend their unbeaten 
away run to a record 28 
league matches following 
Mason Greenwood’s late 
winner at Wolves.

“He is going to make 
us a better team,” the 
United manager said. 
“He’s a special boy, or 
man now. He was a boy 
when I played with him. 
Of course, the players 
are excited, some have 
played with him in their 
national team. You see 
the fans – they are excit-
ed. That’s what he does – 
he is a special player.

“He is a great player, a 
great human being. I’m ex-
cited to keep building this 
squad. He will bring some-
thing completely different. 
Hopefully Cristiano can 
come in and show what he 
has done in his career. I am 
sure he likes all the talk 
about being old. Make it 
personal and he will show 
what he can do.”

United swiftly made 
their play for Ronaldo 
after City withdrew from 
talks on Friday. “We have 
always been watching 

Cristiano, and the day he 
was going to move, we 
would [always] be inter-
ested. We never thought 
he would leave Juventus 
this season. Everyone 
that cares for Man Unit-
ed wanted this to happen 
but the biggest thing was 
Cristiano wanted to come 
here.”

Greenwood’s winner 
was shrouded in contro-
versy, with Wolves ada-
mant Paul Pogba should 
have been penalised for 
fouling Rúben Neves in 
the buildup to the goal. 
Pogba appeared to catch 
Neves’s right shin but the 
referee Mike Dean waved 
played on. “We always do 
meetings and everything 
with referees about VAR, 
I don’t know why,” Neves 
said.

“They [the officials] 
said before the season 
starts that they will look 
for contact and if the 
contact is strong enough, 
they will give the foul. 
Maybe because in the last 
game it was a foul [on 
Bruno Fernandes] before 
the southampton goal, 
maybe now they did the 
opposite. I showed my 
leg to the ref, to the as-
sistant ref. It was a clear 
foul.”

Jadon sancho made 
his first start for the club 
since a £73m move, while 
£41m summer signing 
Raphaël Varane made 
his debut, recording an 
assist and a clean sheet. 
“Top performance,” sol-
skjær said of Varane.

“It was ‘Welcome to 
the Premier League’: 
tempo, hustle and bus-
tle, and having to defend 
counterattacks. He is 
good in the air, so com-
posed on the ball, so ex-
perienced and nothing 
fazes him. He was good in 
the dressing room before 
the game, and I thought 
he showed his class. I am 
delighted with him.”he made me: Jhajharia dedicates 

paralympics silver medal to late father
new Delhi, aug 30 
(pti): Not being there 
with his cancer-strick-
en father during his dy-
ing moments last year 
still rankles Deven-
dra Jhajharia, who on 
Monday dedicated his 
third Paralympic med-
al to the man without 
whose encouragement, 
he wouldn’t have com-
peted at the ongoing 
Games.

The 40-year-old jav-
elin thrower, already In-
dia’s greatest Paralym-
pian after winning gold 
medals in the 2004 and 
2016 Games, pulled off 
a new personal best 
throw of 64.35m for the 
silver in F46 classifica-
tion.

“Of course, this med-
al belongs to the people 
of the country but I also 

want to dedicate this 
to my late father (Ram 
singh Jhajharia) who 
had wanted me to win 
another medal in the 
Paralympics,” Jhajharia 
told PTI from Tokyo on 
Monday.

F46 classification is 
for athletes with arm 
deficiency, impaired 
muscle power or im-
paired passive range 
of movement in arms. 
Jhajharia makes this cut 
owing to the left hand 
he lost after being elec-
trocuted as an eight-
year-old.

Jhajharia came to 
know about his father’s 
illness while he was 
training at sports Au-
thority of India Centre 
in Gandhinagar last 
year.

He rushed home but 

his father sent him back 
to continue training as 
he wanted his son to 
win another medal at 
the Paralympics. The in-
spiration of Jhajharia’s 
life died in October last 
year.

“I would not be here 
if it was not for my fa-
ther’s efforts. It was he 
who pushed me to train 
hard and win another 
medal. I am happy that 
today I have fulfilled his 
dream.”

His father’s death, at 
the time of which he was 
training, left him shat-
tered and he was seen 
crying after winning a 
national level event.

On Monday, although 
he bettered his own 
earlier world record 
(63.97m) but gold win-
ner sri Lankan Dinesh 

Priyan Herath Mudi-
yanselage (67.79m) was 
too good for the entire 
field.

He said he gave his 
best but admitted that 
it was the sri Lankan’s 
day.

“In sport and compe-
tition, it happens. There 
is always up and down. 
I did my best and better 
my personal best. But it 
so happened that it was 
his (sri Lankan’s) day.”

Jhajharia has often 
talked about possibly 
retiring from the sport 
after the ongoing Games 
but on the day, he want-
ed to simply savour the 
triumph.

Asked what the fu-
ture holds and whether 
he will be in the Asian 
Para Games in Hang-
zhou in China, he said, 

“My competition in the 
Paralympics is just over 
and I can’t think of oth-
er things now.”

“I will decide after 
returning home. I will 
talk to my family and my 
coach and make a plan.”

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi talked to 
him on phone after his 
silver-winning feat.

Asked about that 
conversation, Jhajha-
ria said, “He congrat-
ulated me for bringing 
laurels to do country. 
There is nothing hap-
pier than the PM of 
your country encour-
aging you to excel.

“He interacted with 
all of us before departing 
for Paralympics and now 
also he keeps on motivat-
ing us. This is good for 
the country’s sports.

Visit to shoot-
ing range was 
meant to cheer 
up an angry girl, 
culminated in 
Paralympics gold: 
Avani’s father
Jaipur, aug 30 (pti): 
When Avani Lekhara’s 
father Praveen took her 
to a shooting range for 
the first time in 2015, the 
purpose was to “cheer up 
an angry” girl and bring 
back a semblance of nor-
malcy to her life after a 
car accident rendered her 
immobile.

Little did he know that 
this single move of his 
would eventually change 
the life of his daughter 
forever, culminating in 
a historic gold medal at 
the Tokyo Paralympics on 
Monday.

“Prior to the accident 
she was very active and 
had participated in every 
activity but the accident 
changed her life,” Praveen 
Lekhara told PTI.

“she was angry at her 
condition and hardly had 
a desire to talk to anyone. 
For a change, I used to 
take her to JDA shooting 
range in Jagatpura, Jai-
pur where she developed 
interest in shooting,” 
Lekhara said.

Paralysed waist 
down, those visits to the 
shooting range worked 
wonders as Lekhara 
started to get attracted to 
the sport and she found a 
purpose in life.

Buying his daugh-
ter the autobiography of 
Olympic champion shoot-
er Abhinav Bindra -- A 
shot at History: My Ob-
sessive Journey to Olym-
pic Gold -- was the next 
best thing he did for 
Lekhara.

she started read-
ing the book and was 
instantly inspired by 
the story of India’s 
first individual gold 
medallist at the Olym-
pics. since April 2015, 
she has been a regular 
visitor to the shooting 
range.

Lekhara, who sus-
tained spinal cord in-
juries in a car accident 
in 2012, finished with 
a world record equal-
ling total of 249.6, 
which is also a new 
Paralympic record.

Wheelchair-bound, 
initially she faced dif-
ficulties, and gun and 
shooting kit was also not 
available.

“However, her coach 
offered full coopera-
tion and she started 
performing well. With 
her exemplary determi-
nation, she excelled in 
the game and won gold 
medal at the state lev-
el and bronze medal at 
national level in 2015.

“This was just the 
beginning and today, 
she has won the gold in 
Paralympics which too 
was very much expect-
ed of her,” Praveen said.

Lekhara senior 
has been flooded with 
phone calls ever since 
the news of his daugh-
ter bringing laurels to 
the country broke in 
the morning.

All this while a non-
descript village (Dev-
len) in Karauli district 
witnessed celebrations 
after its resident sundar 
singh Gurjar won bronze 
medal in men’s javelin 
throw in Tokyo.

Gurjar practiced at 
the sawai Man singh sta-
dium in Jaipur under the 
supervision of his coach 
Mahaveer saini.
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Activists block court on eve 
of key ruling in poland

WarsaW, poLanD 
(ap): A group of pro-de-
mocracy activists in Po-
land entered the grounds 
of the country’s consti-
tutional court in an act 
of civil disobedience 
Monday, on the eve of 
an expected court ruling 
critical to the country’s 
future relationship with 
the rest of the European 
Union.

some stood outside 
with a large banner that 
said “Civic shutdown of 
the ex-Constitutional Tri-
bunal.” As smoke bombs 
sent black plumes into 
the air, a smaller group 
made it to the court’s 
main entrance. They had 
brought boards and nails 
hoping to nail the door 
shut, but didn’t manage 
to do that.

Police dragged them 
away as others chanted 
“This is not a court!”

Judges of the Con-
stitutional Tribunal are 
scheduled to convene on 
Tuesday to decide which 
has primacy — Poland’s 
own constitution or the 
law of the 27-member 
European Union.

Poland’s prime min-
ister had asked the court 
— dominated by rul-
ing party loyalists — to 
make the judgment amid 
a larger conflict over sys-
tematic changes to the 
court system in Poland, 
which the EU views as a 
violation of democratic 
norms. The constitution-
al court’s ruling was ini-
tially expected in April, 
but has been postponed.

The activists said 
they don’t consider the 
court to be legitimate, in 

part because the ruling 
party appointed three 
judges to the court soon 
after it won power in 
2015 in a maneuver that 
was illegal under Polish 
law. Now they fear that 
if the court rules that 
Polish law has prima-
cy over EU law, it would 
mark another step away 
from Western norms for 
Poland.

The country was a 
model of democratic 
transition for a quar-
ter-century after the fall 
of communism in 1989. 
Human rights organiza-
tions say there has been 
democratic backsliding 
under the current gov-
ernment as it tightens 
control over the judiciary 
and media, as well as due 
to restrictions of repro-
ductive rights for wom-
en and the targeting of 

LGBT people with harsh 
rhetoric.

The ruling party 
says its changes to the 
court, which have been 
opposed by EU institu-
tions, are meant to fight 
corruption by judges 
and make the court sys-
tem more efficient.

The justice minis-
ter, Zbigniew Ziobro, 
said last week that the 
EU’s criticism amounts 
to “hybrid warfare” 
against the Polish legal 
system.

The protesters Mon-
day also released a long 
manifesto explaining 
their action.

“The ruthless and 
flagrant realization, with 
absolute impunity, of 
narrow party interests 
by the populists and an-
ti-democrats currently 
ruling the country, which 

is being cynically pre-
sented as a fight for the 
communal interests, has 
reduced the Republic, 
over the past six years, to 
the rank of a geopolitical 
pariah and an ordinary 
institutional ruffian,” the 
statement said.

Many activists say 
they believe that only 
the EU can now stop an 
erosion of democratic 
norms.

Jan skorupinski, a 
protester outside the 
court, said Monday’s 
protest was aimed at ral-
lying Poles and “to alert 
the world and European 
institutions that there is 
no constitutional court at 
the moment and that cit-
izens do not agree with 
this.”

The EU’s top court has 
tried to block some of the 
changes to the judiciary 

under Law and Justice, 
which has taken some 
steps back in the conflict 
but has so far gone ahead 
with most of its chang-
es. In July the constitu-
tional court — presided 
over by a communist-era 
prosecutor — ruled that 
interim orders by the EU 
court on the structure 
of the courts in Poland 
are inconsistent with the 
Polish constitution.

The activists voiced 
concerns that Poland 
was following in a path 
set by authoritarian Rus-
sia.

At the Monday pro-
test they also put up a 
sign in Russian showing 
Imperial Russia’s coat 
of arms and the words: 
“The Constitutional 
Court of the Russian Em-
pire. The Vistula region 
branch.”

Author murakami criticizes Japan 
pm over pandemic measures

tokyo (ap): Japanese 
novelist Haruki Muraka-
mi in his monthly radio 
show sunday criticized 
the country’s prime min-
ister, saying Yoshihide 
suga has ignored a grow-
ing COVID-19 surge and 
public concerns about 
the pandemic.

Murakami quoted 
suga’s comment that “an 
exit is now in our sight 
after a long tunnel,” made 
just before the pandem-
ic-delayed Tokyo Olym-
pics last month. since the 
games began, daily new 
cases have gone up near-
ly five times nationwide, 
and more than tripled in 
Tokyo.

“If he really saw an 
exit, his eyes must be ex-
tremely good for his age. 
I’m of the same age as Mr. 
suga, but I don’t see any 
exit at all,” said Muraka-
mi, 72.

“It seems he doesn’t 
listen to others, and per-
haps he only has eyes 
that see well, or he sees 
only what he wants to 
see,” he said.

Murakami previous-
ly has criticized politi-

cians for reading texts 
prepared by bureaucrats 
and not communicating 
with powerful messages 
that can reach people’s 
hearts.

“While we still don’t 
see an exit, we must sur-
vive until we really start 
seeing an exit, while we 
make use of everything 
available,” Murakami 
said.

suga, seen as overly 
optimistic about vac-
cine efficacy, has faced 
criticism for holding the 

Olympics and Paralym-
pics despite widespread 
health concerns and public 
protest. support ratings for 
his government have nose-
dived to below 30% this 
month, from about 70% 
soon after his inauguration 
last september.

The prime minis-
ter last week expanded 
emergency COVID-19 
measures to cover about 
three-quarters of Japan.

As suga expanded the 
emergency measures, he 
cited a recently launched 

cocktail infusion treat-
ment as an additional 
weapon, and said, “We 
are beginning to see a 
light clearly,” triggering 
a backlash. He also has 
praised the pace of Ja-
pan’s rollout since late 
May to exceed a target-
ed 1 million daily doses, 
despite the delayed and 
slow start.

About 44% of Ja-
pan’s population is fully 
vaccinated. suga says he 
hopes to fully vaccinate 
all eligible and willing 

people by October or No-
vember, but experts say 
herd immunity would 
be impossible due to the 
highly contagious delta 
variant.

Murakami began 
writing while running 
a jazz bar in Tokyo after 
graduating from universi-
ty. Following his 1979 de-
but novel “Hear the Wind 
sing,” the 1987 romance 
“Norwegian Wood” be-
came his first bestseller, 
establishing him as a 
young literary star. He is 
also known for bestsellers 
such as “A Wild sheep 
Chase,” “The Wind-up Bird 
Chronicle,” and “1Q84.”

His “Murakami Ra-
dio” show started in 
August 2018 on Tokyo 
FM. In sunday’s prere-
corded program, “Music 
in Murakami,” he played 
songs based on fan re-
quests. Music is an im-
portant motif in Muraka-
mi’s stories. An avid 
listener and collector of 
music, he has also writ-
ten books on the topic, 
including one on classi-
cal music published in 
June.

Malaysia’s new PM self-isolates, 
misses Cabinet swearing-in

kuaLa Lumpur, aug 
30 (ap): Malaysia’s new 
prime minister missed 
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of his new govern-
ment on Monday after 
coming into contact with 
someone infected with 
COVID-19, his office said.

Ismail sabri Yaakob 
has begun self-isolating 
and will virtually attend 
Tuesday’s official Na-
tional Day celebrations, 
according to a statement 
from his office. It did 
not say whom he came 
in contact with, whether 
he was tested and how 
long he would remain in 
self-isolation.

Ismail took office Aug. 
21 amid public anger 
over the previous gov-
ernment’s failure to con-
trol a raging pandemic. 
Daily cases have soared 
above 20,000 since Aug. 
5, with total infections 
surpassing 1.7 million. 

Vaccinations are moving 
rapidly, with 62% of the 
adult population fully in-
oculated.

His predecessor, 
Muhyiddin Yassin, re-
signed on Aug. 16 after 
less than 18 months in 
office as infighting in 
his coalition cost him 
majority support in Par-
liament.

Ismail, 61, was Muhy-
iddin’s deputy, and his 
appointment to lead 
the government by Ma-
laysia’s king essentially 
returned the same gov-
erning coalition to pow-
er. It also returned the 
premiership to Ismail’s 
party, the United Malays 
National Organization, 
which has led the country 
since independence from 
Britain in 1957 but was 
ousted in 2018 elections 
amid a multibillion-dol-
lar financial scandal.

Ismail has been crit-

icized for largely reap-
pointing ministers from 
the previous Cabinet 
which failed to curb the 
pandemic despite a sev-
en-month state of emer-
gency and a lockdown 
since June.

A total of 31 ministers 
and 38 deputy ministers 
took their oaths of office 
at the palace Monday. 
Ismail did not name a 
deputy but retained four 
senior ministerial posts 
which were created by 
Muhyiddin to keep fac-
tions in his Malay-major-
ity government happy.

Many people, how-
ever, applauded the ap-
pointment of popular 
former science Minister 
Khairy Jamaluddin who 
was in charge of the vac-
cination programme as 
the new health minister.

Malaysia’s confirmed 
deaths from COVID-19 
have risen above 16,000.

Qatar emerges as key player in 
Afghanistan after us pullout

DuBai, uniteD araB 
emirates (ap): Qatar 
played an outsized role 
in U.s. efforts to evacu-
ate tens of thousands of 
people from Afghanistan. 
Now the tiny Gulf Arab 
state is being asked to 
help shape what is next 
for Afghanistan because 
of its ties with both 
Washington and the Tali-
ban, who are in charge in 
Kabul.

Qatar will be among 
global heavyweights on 
Monday when U.s. sec-
retary of state Antony 
Blinken hosts a virtual 
meeting to discuss a co-
ordinated approach for 
the days ahead, as the 
U.s. completes its with-
drawal from Afghanistan 
following the Taliban 
takeover of the country. 
The meeting will also 
include Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom, Turkey, 
the European Union and 
NATO.

Qatar has also re-
portedly been asked by 
the Taliban to provide 
civilian technical assis-
tance at Kabul’s inter-
national airport, once 
the U.s. military with-
drawal is complete on 
Tuesday. Authorities 
in Qatar have not com-
mented on the reports.

Meanwhile, interna-
tional U.N. agencies are 
asking Qatar for help 
and support in deliver-
ing aid to Afghanistan.

Qatar’s role was 
somewhat unexpect-
ed. The nation, which 
shares a land border 
with saudi Arabia and 
a vast underwater gas 
field in the Persian Gulf 
with Iran, was sup-
posed to be a transit 
point for a just a few 
thousand people air-

lifted from Afghanistan 
over a timeline of several 
months.

After the surprising-
ly swift Taliban takeover 
of Kabul on Aug. 15, the 
United states looked to 
Qatar to help shoulder 
the evacuations of tens 
of thousands in a chaotic 
and hurried airlift.

In the end, nearly 
40% of all evacuees were 
moved out via Qatar, win-
ning its leadership heaps 
of praise from Washing-
ton. International media 
outlets also leaned on 
Qatar for their own staff 
evacuations. The United 
states said saturday that 
113,500 people had been 
evacuated from Afghani-
stan since Aug. 14. Qatar 
says a little more than 
43,000 had transited 
through the country.

Qatar’s role in the 
evacuations reflects 
its position as host of 
the Middle East’s big-
gest U.s. military base, 
but also its decision 
years ago to host the 
Taliban’s political lead-
ership in exile, giving 
it some sway with the 
militant group. Qatar 
also hosted U.s.-Tali-
ban peace talks.

Assistant Qatari 
Foreign Minister Lol-
wa al-Khater acknowl-
edged the political 
gains scored by Qatar 
in the past weeks, but 
rebuffed any sugges-
tion that Qatar’s efforts 
were purely strategic.

“If anyone assumes 
that it’s only about 
political gains, believe 
me, there are ways to 
do PR that are way 
easier than risking 
our people there on 
the ground, way easier 
than us having sleep-
less nights literally for 

the past two weeks, 
way less complicat-
ed than spending our 
time looking after every 
kid and every pregnant 
woman,” she told The As-
sociated Press.

For some of the most 
sensitive rescue efforts 
in Afghanistan, Qatar 
conducted the operation 
with just a few hundred 
troops and its own mili-
tary aircraft. Qatar evac-
uated a girls’ boarding 
school, an all-girls robot-
ics team and journalists 
working for internation-
al media, among others. 
Qatar’s ambassador ac-
companied convoys of 
buses through a gauntlet 
of Taliban checkpoints in 
Kabul and past various 
Western military check-
points at the airport, 
where massive crowds 
had gathered, desperate 
to flee.

In all, al-Khater said 
Qatar secured passage 
to the airport for some 
3,000 people and air-
lifted as many as 1,500 
after receiving requests 
from international or-
ganizations and vetting 
their names.

Al-Khater said Qa-
tar was uniquely po-
sitioned because of 
its ability to speak to 
various parties on the 
ground and its willing-
ness to escort people 
through Taliban-con-
trolled Kabul.

“What many peo-
ple don’t realize is that 
this trip is not a phone 
call to Taliban,” she 
said. “You have check-
points by the U.s. side, 
by the British side, by 
the NATO side, by the 
Turkish side ... and we 
have to juggle with all 
of these variables and 
factors.”

Japan aims for full vaccinations by this fall
tokyo, aug 29 (ap): 
Taro Kono, the Japanese 
minister in charge of 
the vaccine rollout, 
promised sunday a 
timely administering 
of booster shots for 
the coronavirus, as 
the nation aims to ful-
ly vaccinate its popu-
lation by October or 

November.
He said Pfizer and 

Moderna booster 
shots will arrive early 
next year, in time for 
medical workers and 
the elderly, who were 
prioritised and mostly 
got their second shots 
by July.

Japan is aiming 

for 80% vaccination 
levels, Kono said on a 
nationally broadcast 
Fuji TV show.

A digital system for 
proof of vaccination 
will be available later 
this year, he added.

Japan has lagged 
among developed na-
tions on vaccinations, 

with its fully vaccinat-
ed now at about 43%. 
Hospitals are getting 
swamped, and more 
than 118,000 people in-
fected with the coronavi-
rus are waiting at home, 
according to the health 
ministry. Japan has re-
corded about 15,800 
COVID-related deaths.
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thAt’s Amore!  travis Barker & kourtney kardashian hold 
hands as they walk through Venice, italy.

The
Big Pic Fans give thumbs up to Marvel’s 

new superhero shang-Chi
The resounding cheers 

and applause at a special 
screening of MCU’s latest film 
“shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings” brought back 
the memories of watching a 
superhero movie on the big 
screen in the pre-pandemic 
days.
In a year where the threat 
of the coronavirus pandem-
ic continues to loom large, 
Marvel Cinematic Universe 
(MCU) aficionados on Sunday 
evening thronged the PVR 
ECX theatre in Chanakyapuri 
here that hosted the show-
case of the upcoming tentpo-
le from the studio.

Fans queued up in long 
lines at the entrance of the 
theatre, socially distanced 
and patiently waiting for a 
chance to get in and watch 
the first Marvel movie to re-
lease in India since the begin-
ning of the pandemic.

Theatres in Delhi have 
been allowed to operate at 
50 per cent capacity and 
the organisers adhered to 
all the COVID-19 guidelines, 
mandated by the authorities, 
during the screening.

The fan frenzy inside the 
cinema hall was quite pal-
pable and for many, it was a 
moment to relive the good 
old days of watching a film in 
a massive dark hall.

As the film commenced 
with the Marvel studios sig-
nature logo appearing on the 
silver screen, the hall with 
over a 100-strong audience 
reverberated with loud ap-
plause.

starring Chinese-Cana-
dian actor simu Liu, “shang-
Chi” is one of the most antici-
pated films of this year.

The movie, directed by 
Destin Daniel Cretton, marks 
Marvel’s first project with an 

Asian lead. Cretton and Dave 
Callaham have penned the 
story.

set after the events of 
“Avengers: Endgame” (2019), 
the movie follows shang-Chi 
(Liu) who is drawn into the 
clandestine Ten Rings or-
ganisation, headed by his es-
tranged father (Tony Leung), 
and is forced to confront the 
past he thought he left be-
hind.

The film also stars Awk-
wafina, Meng’er Zhang, Fala 
Chen, Florian Munteanu, 
Benedict Wong, and Michelle 
Yeoh.

The newest superhero 
was a hit among the audience 
members who started root-
ing for him right from the 
moment he threw his first 
punch in the movie.

such was the excitement 
that even a casual reference 
to Robert Downey’s Iron 
Man, one of the tallest heroes 
of the MCU, was met with 
loud cheers.

The film’s breathtaking 
action pieces and intimate 
storyline also ensured that 
the fans were in for a quint-
essential Marvel treat.

When the movie ended 
after a run-time of just over 

two hours, the audience 
members remained glued to 
their seats so that they don’t 
miss the end-credits scene, a 
staple in a Marvel film which 
often gives an insight into the 
future of the ever-expanding 
cinematic universe.

And, there are two end 
credit scenes in “shang-Chi”.

Post screening, Ashwin, 
an audience member, said 
“shang-Chi” was the next 
best thing from the MCU af-
ter the late Chadwick Bose-
man-starrer “Black Panther”.

“After ‘Black Panther’, 
‘Shang-Chi’ is the film where 
the visual effects and action 
are amazing. It has some 
great characters and its story 
moves at a brisk pace. What I 
liked about this film was that 
this wasn’t a stereotypical 
representation of Asian peo-
ple. It had a lot of heart and 
soul,” he told PTI.

Purvi, another audience 
member, said that “shang-
Chi” can only be enjoyed as a 
theatrical experience.

“I’m not the quintessen-
tial superhero movie fan but 
I had a blast here. I really 
liked the movie, mainly its 
storyline and how they in-
culcated the Chinese legends 

and mythology into the plot. 
This movie could not have 
been a great watch anywhere 
other than a cinema hall. It is 
meant for theatres,” she said.

Kshitij came to the 
screening to watch his favou-
rite actor and Hong Kong star 
Tony Leung, who plays Wen-
wu, shang-Chi’s father and 
the main villain in the movie.

“I came here to watch this 
movie only for Tony Leung 
and he did not disappoint me 
at all. I had seen him in ‘The 
Grandmaster’ doing some 
cool action but this trumps 
everything.

“I sat through the very 
last moment of the film as I 
believe it is a sin for a Marvel 
fan to miss the end credits 
scene,” the college student, 
who was wearing a Hulk 
T-shirt, said about the vet-
eran actor known for inter-
national classics like “In the 
Mood for Love” and “Chungk-
ing Express”.

“shang-Chi and the 
Legend of the Ten Rings” 
has been produced by Dis-
ney-owned Marvel studios.

In India, the film will be 
released on september 3 in 
English, Hindi, Telugu and 
Kannada.

Kanye West’s Donda album decoded: all the lyrics 
about ex Kim Kardashian, love and heartache

While Kanye West and soon-to-be ex-
wife Kim Kardashian may no longer be 
a couple, it appears their breakup did 
inspire parts of new album.
The rapper’s highly anticipated record 
Donda was released on sunday, Aug. 29. 
This past February, the reality star and 
mother of their four children—North 
West, 8, saint West, 5, Chicago West, 3, 
and Psalm West, 2, filed for divorce from 
him after six years of marriage.

Despite their split and her filing, 
which was made following months of 
private turmoil between the two, Kim 
has supported Kanye in his efforts to 
promote Donda, which he finished mak-
ing just weeks ago while living inside 
a stadium. The sKIMs founder, accom-
panied by their kids, attended all three 
major listening parties for the album, 
including the most recent one held at 
Chicago’s soldier Field last week. There, 
Kim wore a new wedding dress as she 
appeared alongside her ex.

While many fans speculated that 

her gesture symbolized a reconciliation, 
it was not. “she knew how much this 
meant to him and was honored to be 
involved,” a source close to Kim told E! 
News. “The wedding dress was symbolic 
of their relationship and for the song. It 
was not a vow renewal. There is still so 
much love between the two, but they ar-
en’t reconciling.”

see how Kanye raps and sings about 
Kim, love, heartache and family on Don-
da:

On the track, Kanye raps, “Heated by 
the rumors, read into it too much / Fien-
din’ for some true love, ask Kim, ‘What 
do you love?’ / Hard to find what the 
truth is, but the truth was that the truth 
suck / Always seem to do stuff, but this 
time it was too much.”

Kanye also raps, “Here I go actin’ too 
rich, here I go with a new chick.” While 
he does not name the mystery woman, 
the album was released more than two 
months after the rapper was spotted va-
cationing with supermodel Irina shayk. 

The two cooled things off after a couple 
of months.

Also on “Hurricane,” Kanye refer-
ences the southern California home he 
and Kim bought in 2014 and later reno-
vated to feature a mostly white interior. 
Architectual Digest featured it in a 2020 
issue, along with an interview with the 
couple.

“Architectural Digest, but I need-
ed home improvement,” Kanye raps. 
“sixty-million-dollar home, never went 
home to it.”

“Off the Grid” includes the lyrics, 
“Had to move away from people that’s 
miserable” and “We off the grid, grid, 
grid / This for my kid, kid, kid, kid / For 
when my kid, kid, kids have kids / Ev-
erything we did for the crib.” 

“When you said give me a ring, you real-
ly meant a ring, huh?” Kanye raps. “Turned 
out to be more than just a fling, huh?”

The song also contains the lyrics 
“You know you’ll always be my favorite 
prom queen.”

‘Kota Factory’ season two heading to Netflix in september

The second season of the 
popular show “Kota Facto-

ry” is set to premiere on Netflix 
on september 24, the streamer 
announced on Monday.
The upcoming season will 
follow the life of Vaibhav, a 
young student on his journey 
to Maheshwari - one of Kota’s 
leading training institutes, 
and how he tries to balance 
his friendships, his relation-
ship with his mentor and the 
looming pressure of getting 
into IIT.

The show stars Jitendra 
Kumar, Mayur More, Ranjan 
Raj, Alam Khan, Ahsaas Chan-
na, Revathi Pillai and Urvi 
singh.

Director Raghav subbu 
said season two of Kota Fac-
tory will chronicle the jour-
ney of students in Kota and 
the struggles they face on a 
daily basis, which will make it 
more engaging and realistic .

The compelling story and 
spectacular performances 
will keep the audience in-

trigued. I’m really excited to 
share the epic content with 
the diverse audience of Net-
flix, the director said in a 
statement.

subbu, along with shrey-
ansh Pandey, are attached 
as the showrunners on Kota 
Factory season two.

Tanya Bami, Director, In-
ternational Originals, Netflix 
India, said the team is thrilled 
to bring the latest season of 
the show to the streaming 
platform.

aries:
If there’s anything your experiences have taught you, 
it’s that your instincts don’t lie. So, find a middle ground 
between your logical and your intuitive side before you 
take the next step. This will help you emerge victorious 
despite your circumstances. On the downside, relation-
ship troubles could be a constant in the Aries HQ. Make 
sure you listen as much as you speak. Yes, that means let-
ting go of the need to be right at all times.
taurus:
It’s one of those days, Taurus. One of those days when 
everybody and everything seems to be working against 
you, especially on the work front. step back and play the 
role of the observer. This will help you draw your bound-
aries wherever necessary and stand up for yourself if 
need be. Remember, you don’t have to succumb to dirty 
politics in order to survive. On the upside, things on the 
personal front are looking oh-so-good for you all of this 
week! Allow yourself to experience deeper intimacy and 
watch how relationships blossom with you.
gemini:
You’re really feeling yourself this week, Gemini, and it’s 
adding a touch of magic to everything you say and do. 
Think bigger and better opportunities, expanded net-
work and connection and the financial stability you have 
been manifesting for yourself for a while now. But that doesn’t 
mean you have to play the shmooze game in order to make 
your way up the ladder. Bring your most authentic self to the 
table and trust that those around you will appreciate you for it.

Cancer:
We’re always talking about attracting love. But, how of-
ten are we working towards nurturing and sustaining 
the relationships that we have already been blessed 
with? The week ahead finds you striking a balance be-
tween the two as you allow yourself to feel all the feels, 
Cancer. Everybody you have called in has a special place 
and purpose in your life. so, celebrate love in its myriad 
forms knowing that everything you put into the Universe 
will find its way back to you.
Leo:
An opportunity that didn’t quite work out for you in the 
past is coming back into your life in a brand new form. 
Your hesitation is understandable, Leo. But, your hesita-
tion is also a sign that the given opportunity is going to 
challenge you to step out of your comfort zone and grow 
differently. Word for the wise: say yes with the inner 
knowing that you’re fully supported by the Universe.
Virgo:
The trouble is, you’re wasting too much time complaining 
about what hasn’t worked out. But you can’t get ahead by 
obsessing over the past. so, take a moment to integrate 
the learnings. Take a moment to give thanks for all the 
lessons learned. If anything, your experiences have made 
you bulletproof and rendered you with the wisdom re-
quired to take on seemingly impossible challenges.
LiBra:
Everything is as it should be. Everything is perfect in 
this moment. You are conduit for good vibes, Libra, and 

you’re spreading happiness like confetti. No wonder 
people feel like they can be their true and most authentic 
selves around you! speaking of authenticity, your inter-
personal dynamics are undergoing a shift too. Come as 
you are, beautiful, and know that you deserve to expe-
rience a greater degree of intimacy with those who are 
in your circle.
scorpio:
Given how strong your manifestation game is, you will 
hit the jackpot when it comes to work and money this 
week, scorpio. so, open your arms and allow yourself to 
receive. This is *just* the opportunity that you have been 
calling into your experience actively. What’s more, you’ll 
find new avenues to expand your network too. 
sagittarius:
We’re always in a rush to get somewhere or achieve 
something. It’s safe to say that this goal-oriented approach 
has killed our mojo and taken us away from the simple 
pleasures of life. This week, you’re being asked to honour 
and acknowledge the collective message of slowing down, 
to tune in to the needs of your body, and give yourself the 
love and care you deserve. Remember, we cannot go from 
action to action. It’s important to make space for rest and 
relaxation as it helps us refuel our reserves.
CapriCorn:
What if we said you don’t have to be anybody but your 
true and most authentic self in order to be loved and 
appreciated? Let go of the need to play by the rules. 
Let go of the need to please other people. You were 

chosen for this mission for a reason, and it’s now time 
for you to fully show up for it. If you’re in a leadership 
position, you may have to ask for a greater degree of 
accountability from your employees. Don’t shy away 
from standing up for yourself and the organisation 
you are a part of.
aquarius:
We’re so obsessed with the idea of how things should 
and shouldn’t be, we refuse to acknowledge all the 
ways in which we are supported and taken care of. 
It’s true that a lot of your plans are on hold right now. 
It’s true that the destination somehow keeps moving 
further away from you. But, it’s all a part of the plan. 
A part of the divine plan that wants to make sure you 
are fully prepared to receive what you have asked for. 
so, keep doing the inner work knowing that you’re 
moving closer to the life you’ve been manifesting for 
yourself.
pisCes:
A message for the lonely and broken-hearted: it gets 
better from here, Pisces. It truly gets better from here. 
Trust that the love you have been manifesting is just 
around the corner. Perhaps, your paths have already 
crossed. It’s a matter of time before the Universe 
brings you together. Word for the wise: look for rea-
sons to say yes even when you want to say no. Coupled 
Pisceans are being asked to appreciate what they al-
ready have without letting their ego get in the way of 
something *this* beautiful.


