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Lockdown begins strong in West Sikkim 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gyalshing, 21 Jul:

Day-One of the week-
long lockdown was 

complete in Gyalshing 
and others parts of West 
Sikkim today. Apart 
from a few people who 
ventured, most towns-
folk here stayed indoors 
and did not venture out 
throughout the day. 

Eateries remained 
shut today except some 
which had special per-
missions for exclusively 
takeaway services. Shops 
selling essential com-
modities were but saw 
decreased number of 
customers. 

"I kept my shop open 

for the whole day today 
but no customers turned 
up. I feel that it is a waste 
of time to open the shop 
during lockdown," a busi-
nessman in town said. 

The movement of 
people in groups in the 
town was restricted and 
the prohibitory norms 
and social distancing 
were strictly imposed. 
Police patrol teams kept 
constant vigil against 
the persons breaking 
the rules. Taxis and pri-
vate vehicles did not ply 
apart from some vehi-
cles carrying essential 
commodities, on medical 
emergency and others 
on special permit issued 

by the district authority. 
Banks, vegetable shops 
and meat shops in the 
town were also open 
with limited numbers of 
customers those were in 
need.

Similarly, other urban 
dwellings of west dis-
trict remained shut. Due 
to Corona positive cases 
reported from nearby 
Timburbung, Soreng Ba-
zar is already under ba-

zar committee's imposed 
lockdown. 

Similarly, bazars of 
Dentam, Legship, Ber-
miok, Sombaria and Da-
ramdin also remained 
closed today.

Single-day spike of 37,148 COVID-19 
cases; India's tally rises to 11,55,191

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI) 
India recorded 37,148 
COVID-19 cases in the 
last 24 hours, pushing 
its tally to 11,55,191 , 
while the total number 
of recoveries increased 
to 7,24,577, according 
to Union health ministry 
data on Tuesday.
The death toll due to the 
disease rose to 28,084 
with 587 fatalities re-
ported in a day, the data 
updated at 8 am showed.

There are 4,02,529 
active cases of the coro-
navirus infection cur-
rently in the country, 
while 7,24,577 people 
have recovered till now. 
Thus, 62.72 per cent peo-
ple have recovered so far, 
it said.

The total number of 
confirmed cases includes 
foreigners.

This is the sixth 
consecutive day when 
COVID-19 cases in-
creased by more than 
30,000.

Of the 587 deaths 
reported in the last 24 
hours, 176 are from Ma-
harashtra, 72 from Kar-
nataka, 70 from Tamil 
Nadu, 54 from Andhra 
Pradesh, 46 from Uttar 
Pradesh, 35 each from 
West Bengal and Delhi, 
20 from Gujarat, 17 from 
Madhya Pradesh and 10 

from Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Nine fatalities have 
been reported from Ra-
jasthan, followed by 
eight in Punjab, seven 
in Telangana, six each in 
Haryana and Odisha, four 
in Jharkhand, three in Ut-
tarakhand, two each in 
Tripura and Meghalaya, 
and one each in Assam, 
Goa, Chhattisgarh, Kerala 
and Puducherry.

According to Indian 
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), a cumula-
tive total of 1,43,81,303 
samples have been test-
ed up to July 20 with 
3,33,395 samples being 
tested on Monday.

Of the total 28,084 
deaths reported so far, 
Maharashtra accounted 
for the highest 12,030 fa-
talities followed by Delhi 
with 3,663 deaths, Tam-
il Nadu 2,551, Gujarat 
2,162, Karnataka 1,403, 
Uttar Pradesh 1,192, 
West Bengal 1,147, Mad-
hya Pradesh 738 and 
Andhra Pradesh 696.

So far, 568 people 
have died of COVID-19 
in Rajasthan, 422 in Tel-
angana, 355 in Haryana, 
262 in Punjab, 254 in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 217 
in Bihar, 97 in Odisha, 58 
in Assam, 55 in Uttara-
khand, 53 in Jharkhand 

and 43 in Kerala.
Puducherry has reg-

istered 29 deaths, Ch-
hattisgarh 25, Goa 23, 
Chandigarh 12, Himach-
al Pradesh 11, Tripura 
seven, Meghalaya four, 
Arunachal Pradesh three, 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman and Diu and 
Ladakh have reported 
two fatalities each.

The health ministry 
stressed that more than 70 
per cent of the deaths oc-
curred due to co-morbidities.

Maharashtra has re-
ported the highest num-
ber of cases at 3,18,695 
followed by Tamil Nadu 
at 1,75,678, Delhi at 
1,23,747, Karnataka at 
67,420, Andhra Pradesh 
at 53,724, Uttar Pradesh 

at 51,160, Gujarat at 
49,353 and Telangana at 
46,274.

The number of 
COVID-19 cases has gone 
up to 44,769 in West Ben-
gal, 30,390 in Rajasthan, 
27,646 in Bihar, 26,858 
in Haryana, 25,382 in As-
sam and 23,310 in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

Odisha has reported 
18,110 infections, Jam-
mu and Kashmir 14,650, 
Kerala 13,274, while 
Punjab has 10,510 cases.

A total of 5,756 people 
have been infected by the 
virus in Jharkhand, 5,561 
in Chhattisgarh, 4,642 
in Uttarakhand, 3,853 
in Goa, 3,079 in Tripu-
ra, 2,092 in Puducherry, 
1,925 in Manipur, 1,631 

in Himachal Pradesh and 
1,195 in Ladakh.

Nagaland has record-
ed 1,021 COVID-19 cas-
es, Arunachal Pradesh 
790 Chandigarh 737 and 
Dadra and Nagar Have-
li and Daman and Diu 
together have reported 
684 cases. Meghalaya has 
reported 466 cases and 
Sikkim 305 cases.

Mizoram has regis-
tered 297 infections so 
far, while Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands has re-
corded 207 cases.

"Our figures are be-
ing reconciled with the 
ICMR," the ministry said, 
adding the state-wise 
distribution is subject to 
further verification and 
reconciliation.

ASDSO demands that UGC withdraw 
decision on examinations

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Jul:

ASDSO has demanded that UGC 
withdraw its decision to hold ex-

aminations for final year degree or PG 
students and suggests that a scientific 
evaluation process be developed for 
them which was “uniform, non-dis-
criminatory and also ensuring quality 
education.”

An ASDSO press release issued to-
day points out that UGC has announced 
plans to hold these examinations 
through online and/ or offline modes 
by September.

“This very decision of conducting 

online examination for few and offline 
exam for the rest is an irrational and 
undemocratic in this situation of global 
pandemic,” the release states.

ASDSO highlights that a majority of 
the students do not have access to in-
ternet, electronic gadgets or even elec-
tricity, and imposing this examination 
on them was anti-poor and condem-
nable. 

The online method of examination 
does not fulfill even the goal of maintain-
ing academic sanctity. Moreover, most of 
the students are stuck in a very adverse 
condition due to sudden and ill-con-
ceived lockdown, the release adds. 

COVID-19 patient gives birth 
to boy in Arunachal Pradesh

Itanagar, Jul 21 (PTI): A team of doc-
tors at a state-run hospital in Arunachal 
on Tuesday successfully conducted a 
caesarean section on a pregnant wom-
an who is infected with coronavirus, a 
senior official said.

The woman delivered a boy at 
around 7.20 PM at Tomo Riba Insti-
tute of Health and Medical Sciences 
(TRIHMS), the hospital's Deputy Chief 
Medical Superintendent Dr Taw Kaki 
said.

She is the first coronavirus infected 
woman to give birth to a baby in the 
Northeastern state.

"Both the mother and the baby are 
doing fine. They are now together. As 
she is a COVID-19 patient, we will have 
to take a decision on whether or not the 
newborn will remain with the mother," 
Kaki said.

The woman, who was initially ad-
mitted at the Rama Krishna Mission 
Hospital here, was referred to TRIHMS 
on Tuesday after she tested positive for 
COVID-19.

"The woman will be treated like oth-
er Covid-19 patients and will be kept in 
the hospital till she recovers from the 
infection," TRIHMS Director Dr Moji Jini 
told reporters.

"She is in the terminal stage of preg-
nancy. The team of doctors decided to 
conduct a caesarean section as per the 
standard operating procedure. This is 
her third pregnancy," Kaki said.

TRIHMS is the lone medical college 
in the state.

The RKM Hospital authorities sus-
pended all the services till July 23 after 
detection of the COVID positive case.

Hospital secretary Swami Vishwe-
shananda said that the OPD, emergen-
cy section, labour room and operation 
theatre will remain closed for three 
days for sanitisation and screening of 
health staff for contact tracing.

Jini said that coronavirus cases are 
rising in the state but the morbidity 
rate is quite low with only three fatal-
ities which is a good sign and most of 
the cases are asymptomatic.

Of the total 790 COVID-19 cases in 
the state, 502 are now active.

Jini said that the government and 
the health authorities are doing their 
best to trace the primary and second-
ary contacts of the positive persons to 
contain the spread of the virus.

He said that though TRIHMS was 
converted to a dedicated COVID hos-
pital earlier, arrangements has to be 
changed in view of the need of other 
patients.

"Now a block of it has been dedicat-
ed to treat coronavirus patients," Jini 
said.

Dr Jini added that keeping in view 
the surge in COVID-19 cases in the 
Capital Complex, the TRIHMS au-
thorities had requested the state 
government to identify a suitable 
place to establish another dedicated 
hospital.

"Accordingly, the state govern-
ment has earmarked the newly con-
structed MLA apartment at Chimpu, 
near here, which will be converted 
to a hospital. There will be 20 ICU 
beds and 30-40 normal beds to keep 
COVID-19 patients. It will start func-
tioning within a few days," he added.
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25 new cases and 16 full recoveries, bring 
Sikkim’s active COVID count to 235

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Jul:

Sikkim reported 25 new cas-
es, all, save one, being de-

tected in East Sikkim. The 
twenty-fifth case is report-
ed from Namchi in South 
Sikkim. These figures are 
as of 8AM Tuesday. Even as 
these numbers were added 
to Sikkim’s COVID load, 16 
patients made full recov-
eries and were discharged 
from hospital yesterday as 
a result of which the State 
now has 235 active cases. 
Thus far, nearly 320 peo-
ple have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Sikkim.

There is a slight mis-
match in the data re-
leased in the COVID-chart 

of the Department which 
the Health Secretary, Dr 
Pempa T Bhutia, had ex-
plained yesterday to the 
13 COVID-positive people 
lodged at the Chujachen 
quarantine centre who 
were not reflected in the 
chart.

In his daily health bul-
letin on Tuesday, Dr Bhut-
ia added that five patients 
have been shifted to the In-
tensive Care Unit at STNM 
Hospital. There was no 
cause for immediate wor-
ry about their health, he 
said, while adding that all 
of them have been improv-
ing. They are all receiving 
supplemental oxygen and 
although one patient had 

come close to being put on 
ventilator, that was not re-
quired after his condition 
started improving. 

Providing the break-
up of the 25 new cases, Dr 
Bhutia informed that one 
came out during screening 
of 39 samples by TrueNat 
testing, while three were 
detected from 214 samples 
put through the RT-PCR 
test. 

The remaining 21 cas-
es were detected during 
Rapid Antigen Testing of 
contacts of COVID-positive 
patients at different places. 

He mentioned that five 
persons were detected at 
Rongli during testing of 100 
samples, four at Rhenock 

out of 159 samples tested 
there and the remaining 12 
from Rangpo during RAT of 
101 samples. These include 
39 samples of returnees 
and 62 of contacts. 

Results of RAT of 22 
samples at Singtam came 
out negative. 

On the three new pos-
itive cases detected in RT-
PCR, Dr Bhutia informed 
that one returnee, who was 
part of a group of four, was 
lodged at a paid quaran-
tine facility in East Sikkim. 
His three companions have 
been shifted to isolation at 
a quarantine facility in Ra-
nipool. 

He mentioned that an-
other positive patient is 

from Namchi in South Sik-
kim from a family of eight 
from which three have al-
ready tested positive. 

He added that a third 
patient came out positive 
in RT-PCR from Arithang 
and was working at a veg-
etable wholesale shop in 
Bojoghari. He had reported 
at the flu clinic with symp-
toms and went on to test-
positive. 

It is suspected that he 
contracted the virus from 
truck drivers coming in 
from Siliguri. Following 
the same, two buildings at 
Bojoghari and the house 
the patient was staying at 
in Arithang have been con-
tained.

Complete lockdown in West 
Bengal on July 23, 25 and 29
Kolkata, Jul 21 (PTI): There will be a complete 
lockdown in West Bengal on July 23, 25 and 29 to fight 
the spread of COVID-19, a government official said on 
Tuesday. During the lockdown, all government and 
private offices, commercial establishments, public and 
private transport as well as activities except emergency 
services will be barred, he said.

The movement of individuals will be strictly pro-
hibited between 10 pm to 5 am on the three days ex-
cept for essential and emergency activities, a govern-
ment order said.

The West Bengal government had on Monday said 
community transmission of novel coronavirus has been 
recorded in a few areas of the state and had announced 
there will be a complete lockdown for two days every 
week till August 31 to stem the spread of the contagion.

This week, the total lockdown will be in force on 
Thursday (July 23) and Saturday (July 25), the official 
said.

Next week, the lockdown will be in force on 
Wednesday i.e. July 29, he added.

The second-day of the complete lockdown next 
week will be decided after a review meeting slated to 
be held on Monday, the official added.
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Mangan BAC officials visit landslide imperiled areas

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Dikchu, 21 Jul: 

Nodal Officer, BAC 
Mangan, Gelay 

Denpa, along with 
BAC staff visited the 
landslide-prone areas 

from Raffong khola to 
Lower Malling ward 
where three affect-
ed families have been 
shifted to the Teach-
ers' Colony even as 
some more homes, cow 

sheds, a poultry farm 
and a piggery farm are 
still in danger. 

The Nodal Officer 
handed over poly-tar-
paulin to cover the slip 
and has directed them 

to approach the Land 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management Depart-
ment if further assis-
tance was required.

Ganesh Bdr Karli 
with his family of sev-

en, Asim Lepcha with 
5 family members and 
Dadup Lepcha with 4 
family members have al-
ready shifted from Lower 
Malling.

What the Neeraj Zimba interview 
conveys about the ‘leader’

VIEWPOINT

RINZING ONGMU SHERPA

I hail from Sikkim, but I grew up 
in close proximity of my ma-

ternal grandparents in Darjeel-
ing. The narratives of 1986 an-
dolan, in which my grandfather 
was actively involved as an ad-
visor to Subash Ghishing, com-
prised of my everyday stories 
that he narrated so vividly. But 
those were not stories painted 
rosy and fairy for a child to take 
under their imagination. It was 
of atrocities such as bloodshed, 
murder, rape, raids, kidnapping, 
and uncertainties that circled 
every house in the hills of Dar-
jeeling. 

My grandmother shared her 
own experiences of struggle 
along with her two daughters 
who had to live under constant 
suspicion and fear of whether 
my grandfather would return 
home safe and sound that day, 
being among the few who were 
ordered to be shot at sight by the 
CRPF. This painted the everyday 
reality of many homes at that pe-
riod. The 1986 andolan was just 
an offshoot of demanding sepa-
ration from West Bengal which 
had its inception since, 1907 on 
the grounds that the people were 
linguistically, culturally, ethnically 
different from the people of other 
parts in Bengal. 

Even then many of our people 
lost their lives, fighting for a se-
cured identity and a place they can 
call theirs. The recent comment 
made by Neeraj Zimba Tamang, 
an MLA from Darjeeling, stating 
‘Hamro janta Sikkim ko janta haina, 
chyadaar ma bikri hunay’ was just a 
21 second clip that spurred uproar. 
However, I did not see any prob-
lem, as bribing is not just confined 
to Sikkim alone, instead it has been 
an old tactics as part of election 
politics, be it in cash or kind. But 
making such statements in his in-
terview was uncalled for. 

To clarify himself, he asked 
people to watch the entire vid-
eo before coming up with any 
such conclusions. Thus, when I 
went ahead with watching it, the 
problem was not with the mere 
sentence but the entire inter-
view seemed very problematic 
and disturbing, when coming 
from a person elected by the 
mandate of the people. 

The 21 second clip was not 
the only problem and the entire 
interview was. 

He has used the term 
COVID-17 to describe and re-
duce the 2017 andolan of Dar-
jeeling hills into a ‘virus’. The 
same andolan where our peo-
ple vehemently fought for their 

rights, which was precedented 
by resistance over imposition of 
Bengali language in schools of 
Darjeeling. There were blood-
sheds again, raids, firing and 
such atrocities. The hills were 
locked down for three months 
with suspen-
sion of inter-
net. It was 
no less than the plight of Jammu 
and Kashmir after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the lock-
down that followed. Only it did 
not get as much attention in the 
media. People took to streets, 
fighting with the CRPF with cat-
tis or catapult, stone pelting, ral-
lies by women and men leaving 
behind their young children at 
home. Schools were suspended 
indefinitely. Food was stacked 
up. The region’s revenue-gen-
erating industries such as tea, 
tourism, and boarding schools 
were suspended and ran at great 
loss. 

While the rest were watching 
it all happen in Darjeeling hills, 
comfortably at home and debat-
ing on it. Well this was a fight led 
by people backed by emotions, 
sentiments of loss of their near 
ones and of the question of their 
identity and belongingness. 

While, the whimsical leaders 
were trying to resolve problems 
within themselves and attend-
ing to all party meetings in a 
superficial manner bearing no 
outcomes. Thus, Zimba reducing 
such atrocities, sacrifices, blood-
sheds, emotions and losses as a 
‘virus’ is anything but tolerable. 
Yes, we do know Gorkhaland 
movement is a long drawn tra-
jectory, before reaching any-
where near achieving the same. 
But when a leader good with 
words, projects it as an import-
ant aspect of their memoran-
dum and promises something 
concrete by 2021, it is only ob-
vious that the people in general 
believe in bringing this new face 
as their leader. When a person’s 
identity is at stake ever since the 
inception, they are bound to go to 
any extent in believing or merely 
imagining that their long hoped 
dream would soon come true. 
Thus, I see no reason for leaders 
such as Zimba, to act so defensive 
and take the question by the jour-
nalist in the interview as a per-
sonal attack, when asked about 
the current stand on his 

promises on to the people 
on Gorkhaland by 2021. When 
on the one hand he brings up 
his Gorkha nationalism and 
‘patriotism’, he tries to veil his 
zero progress towards achiev-

ing it by stating that ‘national 
interests’ comes first. His chau-
vinism was clearly reflected 
when he mentioned ‘nation first’ 
and that the Gorkhaland issue is 
to be sidelined amidst Ladakh 
and China border issue. So then 

Mr Zimba, what is the 
use of being a ‘feder-
al polity’ the phrase 

you uttered more than thrice to 
justify on why your hands were 
still tied? It is obvious that peo-
ple have elected you because 
they hoped that a change would 
bring a change in their stance 
towards Gorkhaland. What they 
have not elected you for, is to 
sideline the home problem so 
as to take care of ‘nation first’. 
If you cannot serve the people 
whom you are actually meant 
to, under a ‘federal polity’, then 
what is it that you are talking 
about when you say you want to 
serve the nation first? Darjeel-
ing hill politics has been fraught 
with conspiracy and murder 
of anyone who seems eligible 
enough to represent. Classic ex-
amples would be series of assas-
sination of likes such as Rudra 
Kumar Pradhan, CK Pradhan, 
Prakash Theeng and Madan Ta-
mang who were few of the only 
sensible visionaries our peo-
ple could have. Thus, it is sheer 
stupidity and irony when our 
leaders go on making comments 
about disorder in other states. 
To talk of Delhi after Kejriwal, 
the Union Territory has only 
seen commendable acceleration 
in spheres of health, infrastruc-
ture, education, women’s safety, 
electricity and transportation. 
So Zimba making comments of 
Delhi elections as being based 
on bhawna, meaning emotions 
does not reason much. As one 
does not become a saviour or a 
protector synonymous to ‘hanu-
man’ simply by declaring him-
self as being one or by post-
ing convincing pictures, car-
rying doko, symbolic of ser-
vice to people, when all other 
spheres of development and 
promises remain unreaped. 
Just a month back he also 
took to Facebook making a 
sexist remark about a woman 
journalist, with an even sexist 
casual justification on it as a 
Facebook status. I truly ex-
pect that our leaders should 
atleast have some sense of 
respect towards their peo-
ple. It is through problematic 
interviews and remarks by the 
leaders that we often find our-
selves indulged in self doubts 
about our own identity. He also 

needs to be reminded that Dar-
jeeling was under the territori-
ality of Sikkim before being tak-
en over by the British in 1835. 
Their history for a long time is 
intertwined, and hence it is im-
possible to separate knowing 
the history of one excluding the 
other. Even though Darjeeling 
took a sharp turn after the eco-
nomic development of tea plan-
tation from 1841, construction 
of mechanized roads, railways 
that connected it to Calcutta in 
1855–58, made it a famous hill 
station for the British. While Sik-
kim still remained under the Ch-
ogyals but as a protectorate of the 
British until it was integrated into 
India in 1975 as the 22nd State 
of India. However, it was accord-
ed Article 371F to meet its de-
mands and special circumstances. 
This guaranteed all existing laws 
in force immediately before the 
appointed day in the territories 
comprised in the State of Sikkim 
or any part thereof shall continue 
to be in force until amended or 
replaced by a competent legisla-
ture or competent authority. The 
two regions however continue to 
share very close ties socially, eco-
nomically and politically, only di-
vided geographically as different 
states. Therefore, such comments 
by Zimba only attempts a drift and 
a differentiation as ‘us’ and ‘them’, 
thereby also making an effort to 
flash the Sikkimese as being gull-
ible and naïve to political foul plays, 
in comparison to the people of 
Darjeeling, whom he describes as 
being the ‘most aware people in 
the world’. Should I call it your igno-
rance or arrogance, but surely the 
mixture of both is causing a great 
danger to our intertwined centu-
ry-old prosperity. But I also see 
through the long threads on social 
media, that the common people 
make more reasonable and sin-
cere an apology than the MLA 
himself. However, it was only 
likely that the public would 
react in the manner, and see-
ing the plight of a few intellec-
tuals supporting the statement 
as just a ‘slip of tongue’ was 
even problematic. As it is a well 
thought of and more than ‘off 
the cough remark’, from a per-
son who claims that his words 
were recorded by the Home 
Minister of India in his per-
sonal diary. Such an uproar, 
light the hay for unnecessary 
debates that were uncalled for, 
which mostly only works for the 
MLA to divert the question on 
Gorkhaland, which may surely 
be haunting him down as 2021 
nears.

 

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by 
45 square feet near smile land below apica gar-
den . Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

ANTHYESTI KRIYA
The Anthyesti Kriya of our beloved father, Lt 
DB Shrestha who left for his heavenly abode on 
10 July falls on 22 Jul, 2020 
(Wednesday).

We would like to express 
our heartfelt gratitude to all 
our friends, relatives and well 
wishers who have stood by us 
during our time of bereave-
ment and request all to pray 
for the departed soul of our 
beloved father.

The Anthyesti Kriya will be held at Shrestha 
Building (our residence), Below Janta Bhawan, 
DPH Area, Gangtok.

Shanti Shrestha 
Dr Kaushilya & Neeraj Pradhan:  9933922696

Sushila & Saroj Pradhan
Naresh & Varsha Shrestha:  9433169663.

Governor Prasad mourns 
passing away of Lalji Tandon

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Jul: 

Governor Ganga 
Prasad has expressed 

grief over the demise of 
the Governor of Madhya 
Pradesh, Lalji Tandon. 

Lalji Tandon, 85, 
passed away at a Luc-
know hospital on Tues-
day morning where he 
was admitted since last 
month. 

Governor Ganga 
Prasad said, "I had 

deep affection for Shri 
Lalji Tandon and was 
one of his close associ-
ates. Shir Tandon will 
always remembered 
for his contribution 
towards the nation's 
progress. His entire life 
was devoted to public 
service and his demise 
is a real loss to the na-
tion."

Governor recalled 
his last meeting with 
Lalji Tandon at Rashtra-

pati Bhavan, New Delhi 
during Governors' con-
ference in November 
2019. 

Governor Shri 
Prasad prayed to God 
for peace of the depart-
ed soul and expressed 
his condolence to late 
Lalji Tandon's family. 
"May his soul rest in 
peace and may God give 
strength to his family," 
said Governor Shri Ganga 
Prasad.

LOST
An original Class X Marksheet (CBSE board) with its 
serial number 1103469 and roll number 3164854 
of Namchi Girls Senior Sr. Sec. School and original 
Certificate of Identification with its serial number 
24 and volume number XX and registration number 
1068 (DC/S) belonging to Yangki Sherap D/o Ming-
ma Tshering Sherpa resident of Lower Jaubari South 
Sikkim is been lost.If found  contact: 90831 61017

Delhi cabinet clears doorstep delivery of ration
New Delhi, July 
21(PTI): The Delhi gov-
ernment on Tuesday 
approved doorstep de-
livery of ration to eligi-
ble beneficiaries, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
announced, terming it as 
a "revolutionary" move.

The scheme will be 
known as "Mukhya Man-
tri Ghar Ghar Ration Ra-
tion Yojna", he said.

The scheme, which 
was approved at a cabi-
net meeting, is expected 
to be rolled out in the 
next 6-7 months after 
completing tendering 
process and other neces-
sities.

"Under the scheme, 
wheat, flour, rice and sug-
ar packed hygienically in 
bags will be delivered to 
doorstep of people. Tak-
ing ration from a PDS 
shop will be optional," 
he said in a virtual press 
briefing.

In its previous stint, 
the ruling AAP was in-
volved in a long drawn 
tussle with the Lt Gover-
nor's office over its flag-
ship doorstep delivery of 
ration scheme.

In March 2018, Lt 
Governor Anil Baijal had 
asked the Delhi govern-

ment to refer its proposal 
for doorstep delivery of 
ration to the Centre with 
full details.

With the implemen-
tation of the scheme, the 
Centre's 'One Nation One 
Ration Card' scheme will 
also come into effect in 
Delhi, said the chief min-
ister.

The state govern-
ments in cooperation 
with the Centre distrib-
utes ration but there are 
different kinds of com-
plaints like shortchang-
ing, overpricing, delays 
and quality. Getting ra-
tion should be right of 
the poor, he said.

"In five years since 
the AAP came to power, 
we have made several 
changes. Now, ration is 

available to the people," 
he said.

Kejriwal said he and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Sisodia, as RTI activists 
before joining politics, 
fought for rights of peo-
ple to ration and even 
faced attacks for it from 
the ration mafia.

"We used to fight for 
rights of the poor in the 
slums through Parivartan 
organisation. We made 
maximum use of RTI for 
helping poor people get 
ration in a proper way," 
he recalled.

Kejriwal said like the 
doorstep delivery of ser-
vices scheme implement-
ed by his government, 
this scheme was also a 
revolutionary milestone 
in the field of governance.

ED freezes 60 bank accounts in India on Brazil's request
New Delhi, Jul 20 (PTI): The 
Enforcement Directorate is 
understood to have initiated 
a process to freeze over 60 
bank accounts in the country 
on the request of the Brazil-
ian government in connection 
with a money laundering case 

in that country, offiicials said 
on Monday.

They said the agency has 
undertaken the action under 
the provision of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) in pursuance of a mu-
tual agreement between the 

two nations to combat finan-
cial crimes.

The over 60 bank accounts 
are held by some individuals 
and businessmen based in the 
country, they said.

The probe, they said, is 
linked to some high profile 

people of Brazil.
The suspected accounts 

sought to be frozen by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED), 
on behalf of the Brazilian gov-
ernment, are stated to be of 
banks in Delhi and Mumbai, 
they added.

Yes Bank case: 
PMLA court refuses 
bail to Rana Kapoor
Mumbai, Jul 21 (PTI): 
A PMLA court here on 
Tuesday rejected the bail 
plea of Yes Bank founder 
Rana Kapoor, arrested 
by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in connection 
with an alleged multi-
crore fraud at the bank.

Kapoor had sought 
bail on merits of the case.

His lawyers submitted 
that the investigation in the 
case was completed, hence 
there was no reason to 
keep keep him in jail. Also, 
most of the evidence was 
documentary in nature and 
cannot be tampered by the 
accused, they added.

However, special judge 
P P Rajvaidya rejected Ka-
poor's plea.

The banker, currently 
in judicial custody, was ar-
rested in March under pro-
visions of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) is primarily 
investigating Kapoor, his 
wife and three daughters 
over Rs 600 crore received 
by a firm allegedly con-
trolled by them from an en-
tity linked to the scam-hit 
Dewan Housing Finance 
Limited (DHFL).

Kapoor, his family 
members and others got 
benefits of Rs 4,300 crore 
through companies con-
trolled by them as kick-
backs for sanctioning huge 
loans, the ED has alleged.

He is also accused of 
receiving bribes for going 
easy on loans given to a few 
big corporate groups that 
had turned into non-per-
forming assets (NPAs).

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) is also 
probing a related case.
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Sanitiser - a fire HAZARD!
Hand sanitisers, now part of everyday life, can also be a fire hazard 
if used carelessly. There are different types.

One comes with Isopropyl alcohol base and the other with ethyl 
alcohol base. Many are a mixture of both. They readily evaporate at 
room temperature into an ignitable vapour. When sanitiser evapo-
rates in a confined area, like a car, it only takes a spark to start a 
fire. They are inflammable and people should be aware. They should 
be kept in safe and cool places. Exposure to extreme heat can alter 
the chemical composition. Alcohol-based hand sanitiser should be 
rubbed over hands and other surfaces until it evaporates and dries 
up. Even a small quantity of alcohol on your hands exposes your-
self to fire risks while cooking or smoking. 

While sanitizing your vehicle, never use alcohol based sanitisers 
on hot or running vehicles, they can be sanitized with hypochlorite 
solutions type sanitisers.

-Sikkim Fire & Emergency Service-

COVAXIN human trials start at SRM Medical 
College Hospital and Research Centre

SUMMIT REPORT
Kattankulathur, 21 
Jul:

Human trials of CO-
VAXIN have begun 

at SRM Medical Col-
lege Hospital and Re-

search Centre. 
On 20 July, volunteers 

have been screened for 
this trial. SRM Hospital is 
the only medical college 
in Tamil Nadu to be se-
lected for this trial.

The trial has already 
begun in AIIMS Pat-
na, PGIMS Rohtak and 
Nizam’s Institute, Hy-
derabad. The volun-
teers in the institutes 
have been given the 

first dose of vaccine. 
They will be given the 
second dose of vaccine 
after an interval of 14 
days.

COVAXIN is devel-
oped by the Bharat Bio-

tech International limit-
ed in Collaboration with 
ICMR and NIV (Pune).

COVAXIN has got the 
nod for human trials 
from Drugs controller of 
General of India.

CBI questions Gehlot's OSD in suicide 
case of Rajasthan police officer

New Delhi, Jul 20 
(PTI): The CBI on Tues-
day questioned Deva 
Ram Saini, OSD to Ra-
jasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot, in con-
nection with the alleged 
suicide by state police 
officer Vishnudutt Vish-
noi in Churu on May 23, 
officials said.

A team of special 
crime unit of the CBI 
from Delhi is in Jaipur 
to record statements 
in connection with the 
death of Vishnoi, who 
was SHO of Rajgarh. His 
body was found hanging 
from the ceiling of his of-
ficial residence in Churu, 
officials said.

The move comes at 
a time when the Rajas-
than government is fac-
ing political turmoil after 
Sachin Pilot's rebellion 
and his subsequent sack-
ing as deputy chief min-
ister.

Sources, however, 
made it clear that the 
agency is conducting in-
vestigation in a profes-
sional manner in a case 
handed over to it by 
the state government 
itself.

The agency had on 
Monday evening ques-
tioned Congress MLA 
Krishna Poonia for 
nearly three hours at her 
home in Jaipur, they said.

The sources said peo-
ple are being examined 
to know various aspects 
of the case and it does 

not mean that they are 
accused as a final picture 
will emerge only after 
completion of probe.

The Rajasthan Gov-
ernment had handed 
over the probe to the CBI 
in the case.

Bishnoi's brother had 
filed a complaint with the 
Rajasthan police alleging 
he was under pressure 
which led him to take this 
drastic step, they said.

Two suicide notes 
were recovered from 
Vishnoi-- one addressed 
to his parents and the 
other to the Superinten-
dent of Police of the dis-
trict.

In the suicide note 
to the SP, Vishnoi had 
said he was not able to 
bear the pressure put on 
him. In his suicide note, 
he had also said that he 
tried to give his best to 
the Rajasthan Police.

A screenshot of a pur-
ported WhatsApp chat 
that Vishnoi had with 
one of his activist friends, 
in which the police offi-
cer talked about being 
trapped in dirty politics, 
had also gone viral.

The leaders of the BJP 
and the BSP have alleged 
that the officer, who was 
known for his honesty 
and hardwork, was being 
pressured by Congress 
MLA Poonia, a charge 
that she has denied.

Poonia represents 
Sadulpur constituency in 
Rajasthan.

Proactively trying to expand 
COVID-19 testing: Owaisi

Hyderabad, Jul 21 
(PTI): AIMIM president 
Asaduddin Owaisi on 
Tuesday said his party 
is proactively trying to 
expand COVID-19 test-
ing, especially for those 
who have to deal with 
the public.

"Were proactive-
ly trying to expand 
Covid19 testing, espe-

cially for those people 
who have to deal with 
the public in large num-
bers.

In light of approach-
ing Eid ul Adha, we ar-
ranged Covid19 tests for 
meat traders to ensure 
that they, their fami-
lies & customers can be 
safe," Owaisi, Lok Sabha 
member from Hyder-

abad, tweeted.
The AIMIM said 

Owaisi visited Saroji-
ni Devi Eye Hospital 
and Nizamia Tibbi 
Hospital in the city to 
oversee arrangements 
for COVID-19 testing 
especially for meat 
traders of Charminar and 
Nampally Assembly Con-
stituencies.

Amarnath Yatra cancelled due to COVID-19

Srinagar, Jul 21 (PTI): 
The Shri Amarnath 
Shrine Board (SASB) 
on Tuesday decided to 
cancel this year's pil-
grimage to the cave 
shrine in south Kashmir 
Himalayas in the wake 
of the closure of reli-
gious places in Jammu 
and Kashmir due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The decision to can-
cel the annual Amar-
nath Yatra was taken at 
a meeting of the shrine 
board chaired by SASB 
chairman Lieutenant 
Governor G C Murmu 
here.

"Based upon the cir-
cumstances, the Board 
decided with heavy heart 
that it is not advisable to 

hold and conduct this 
year's Shri Amarnathji 
Yatra and expressed its 
regret to announce the 
cancellation of Yatra 
2020," the SASB said in 
a statement.

It said the board 
will, however, live tele-
cast the 'virtual dar-
shan' of the prayers 
twice a day.

Plasma therapy begins in Odisha's Ganjam district
Berhampur, Jul 21 
(PTI) After encourag-
ing results from plasma 
therapy in Bhubaneswar 
and Cuttack, the Odisha 
government on Tuesday 
started administering it 
on critically ill COVID-19 
patients in Ganjam dis-
trict, which accounted 
for 57 per cent of the to-
tal fatalities in the state, 
an official said.

Ganjam is the worst 
affected district in the 
state with 225 fresh 
novel coronavirus cases 
on Tuesday, pushing the 
tally to 5,991, the official 
said.

Fifty-nine COVID-19 
deaths have been recorded 
in the district so far, he said.

"Plasma therapy has 
produced good results in 
other places. We hope this 
treatment will bring much 
relief to the patients here 
also," Ganjam collector V 
A Kulange said.

Under the thera-
py, antibodies from the 
blood of a recovered 

patient are used for the 
treatment of those in a 
critical condition.

So far, Odisha has ap-
plied plasma therapy on 
six critical COVID-19 pa-
tients.

The condition of four 
patients has improved, a 
health department offi-
cial said.

"Condition of two 
other patients is stable," 
he said.

The plasma units 
were collected at SCB 
Medical College and Hos-
pital in Cuttack, which 
has been recognised as a 
nodal centre for a plasma 
bank.

"We have initially 
planned to treat at least 
four persons with plas-
ma therapy," said a doc-
tor attached to the Tata 
COVID-19 Hospital at Si-
talapalli.

Odisha Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik last 
week had inaugurated 
the COVID plasma bank 
for treatment of serious 

patients at the SCB Med-
ical College and Hospital.

"We think a plasma 
bank is likely to be set up 
here soon with the gov-
ernment giving stress on 
reducing COVID-19 cases 
in Ganjam district," the 
collector said.

Meanwhile, the dis-
trict administration has 
started registration of 
persons who have re-

covered from the deadly 
infection and willing to 
donate plasma.

As many as 34 per-
sons have come forward 
to donate plasma in the 
district so far, the collec-
tor said.

All the 22 BDOs in the 
district have been asked 
to find out at least ten 
plasma donors in each 
block, he said.

Susmita Behera, as-
sistant professor, depart-
ment of transfusion med-
icine at MKCG Medical 
College and Hospital here 
said that any healthy per-
son, above 18 years, can 
donate plasma.

Cured COVID-19 pa-
tients can donate plas-
ma at least 28 days after 
recovering from the dis-
ease, she said.

HAVE  A STORY TO SHARE? 
email us: 

news@summittimes.com
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Crime is Never Petty
Social bankruptcy feeds antisocial tendencies

Speak to the old-timers, or leaf through a vintage edition 
of the Guinness Book of World Records, and chances are 

that you will learn that Sikkim, at one time, figured in the 
book under the enviable entry of a state with “zero crime 
rate.” The data that earned Sikkim this status is obviously 
suspect, since not reporting or documenting crimes is not 
the same as not having any, but no one can deny that Sikkim 
has been a safe place for a long time. Of course there have 
always been crimes committed; that, after all, is something 
every society has to live with. Of late, however, the nature 
of crimes has been showing a disturbing trend. Not only 
is violence entering the crime roll in higher numbers, but 
an increasing number of petty-burglaries with big hauls 
have become common, again, not all of them get reported 
to the police. News-reports arrive often about the nature of 
crimes now becoming increasingly common in the State – 
a planned burglary in which specific items are lifted, then 
a drug bust which occurs too routinely only because ad-
diction rates are climbing, and then the rare murder which 
occurred over a minor issue. The other worrying statistic 
is the involvement of juveniles and the very young in too 
many crimes. One needs to only look at the criminal graph 
of the notorious “spiderman” of Sikkim to realize how 
minds and hearts, once inured to minor crimes can grad-
uate to the more dangerous crimes. “Spiderman” started 
off as a petty burglar who climbed into hotel rooms and 
stole from tourists. He has since be involved in murders 
and violent jail-breaks. There have been other instances 
when masked gangs have carried out dacoities in villages 
and attempted heists, although that trend has thankfully 
subsided. 

What continues to occur too often, and what should 
worry everyone, are the opportunist crimes. Ask anyone 
who lives in the urban sprawls of Gangtok and Namchi, and 
they will know of a neighbor who had stepped out for a 
brief errand only to return to find the house burgled. This 
has happened often and have rarely been solved. It was ob-
viously someone who has noticed habits and patterns and 
is familiar with the place, perhaps even the target persons, 
to pull off a quick job like that.

For a state already grappling with a host of social chal-
lenges ranging from runaway substance abuse to growing 
number suicides to a high school drop-out rate, crime has 
clearly become the latest cause for distress. Although each 
of these challenges will require individual attention, they 
should not be seen in isolation because they are essential-
ly interconnected in that they result from the socio-cultur-
al and socioeconomic changes that have visited the State 
as part of ‘development’, modernity and mainstreaming. 
None of these are essentially negative influences but have 
collaborated to change lifestyles in Sikkim and while this 
change could have been eased with a more responsive so-
ciety, fact remains that people at large were left to their 
own devices to ‘adjust’. The spurt in crimes and the in-
volvement of kids too young to be held responsible for 
their deeds is possibly a product of imitative consumption 
which is too disquietingly common, especially among the 
younger generation. The obvious income inequality does 
not help matters and this situation, when catalysed by a 
largely absent civil society, eases the path leading to crime.

The inference made above is admittedly speculative, 
and it should be a worrying sign when journalists end up 
speculating on social trends when these are better han-
dled by professionals trained in making sense of such is-
sues. But that is not happening in Sikkim, is it? And that is 
where the main problem lies. For all the profusion of NGOs 
in the State, there is none of any consistent commitment 
to issues of the youth. It is important that the people and 
their representative organisations notice the trend and ar-
rest the slide by first understanding what it is that drives 
some of its young to such easy delinquency and then set-
ting the aberrations right. The situation demands a collec-
tive response, which, if not addressed soon, will snowball 
into a presence that cannot be erased as easily later. The 
cops will obviously do their job of rounding up suspects 
and finding the culprits, but until the root cause is not cor-
rected, the problem will persist. What is worse, disinterest 
will from a hardened crop of anti-socials, because juveniles 
in obvious need of compassionate counseling would have 
received only ‘police action’ and derision. Antisocial ten-
dencies are not fed by economic poverty, it is social bank-
ruptcy that cements it.

Oxford immunologist on coronavirus vaccine: 
our early results look highly promising

REBECCA ASHFIELD
theconversation.com

A vaccine against COVID-19 is ur-
gently needed if we’re to stop 

the virus spreading and prevent po-
tentially millions of further deaths. 
We’re now one step closer to that 
goal.

We have published early results 
from our clinical trial of the vaccine 
ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 (also known as 
AZD1222), designed by the Uni-
versity of Oxford and developed in 
partnership with AstraZeneca. The 
preliminary data shows that it is safe 
and induced a strong antibody re-
sponse in all vaccinated volunteers, 
suggesting that an effective vaccine 
could be within reach.

This trial was the first time that 
the vaccine had been given to hu-
mans: 543 healthy adults aged 18-55 
were vaccinated with a single dose 
of ChAdOx1 nCoV-19. A further 534 
people were given a control vaccine 
that gives similar minor reactions, 
including injection site redness and 
mild pain. Volunteers are having 
their immune response (both anti-
bodies and T cell levels) monitored 
for at least 12 months, and will also 
be observed to see whether or not 
they develop COVID-19.

The preliminary data from the tri-
al clearly demonstrates that the vac-
cine induces an antibody response 
within 28 days. This response is in 
a similar range to that in individuals 
who have recovered from COVID-19, 
providing encouragement that the 
vaccine will be able to protect the 
majority of people against infection.

Ten volunteers were also given a 
second “booster” dose of the vaccine. 
This increased the antibody response 
to even higher levels, and 100% 
of blood samples from this group 
showed neutralising activity against 
COVID-19 infection in a laboratory 
setting.

The vaccine also induced T 
cells that specifically recognise 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19. It’s encouraging to see 
both antibody and T cell respons-
es, as together this is the right kind 
of immune response that could lead 
to protection against the virus. Im-
portantly, the vaccine demonstrates 
an acceptable safety profile, with 
no vaccine-induced severe adverse 
events – that is, no major side-effects.

We were confident testing the 
vaccine in humans after encouraging 
trials with mice and rhesus macaque 
monkeys. These had shown that the 
vaccine was safe and induced a ro-

bust immune response. Significantly, 
the vaccinated monkeys were pro-
tected from severe disease after they 
were challenged with a much higher 
dose of SARS-CoV-2 than humans 
would encounter through natural ex-
posure.

HOW DOES THIS VACCINE 
WORKS

Vaccines work by training the 
immune system to recognise and 
fight off infectious agents (patho-
gens), such as bacteria and viruses. 
Vaccines do this by presenting the 
immune system with a readily iden-
tifiable part of a pathogen, which the 
immune system remembers so that 
it can quickly respond should it en-
counter that same pathogen in the 
future.

Most vaccines in development 
for SARS-CoV-2 – including this one 
– focus on presenting the spike pro-
tein that decorates the surface of the 
virus. It’s this protein that allows the 
virus into human cells by binding to 
a molecule on their surface called 
ACE2.

There is a broad range of ap-
proaches to vaccine design; ChAdOx1 
nCoV-19 is what’s known as a viral 
vector vaccine. To make this vaccine, 
particles of a different, harmless vi-
rus (called ChAdOx1) are loaded with 
the portion of SARS-CoV-2 DNA that 
instructs cells how to build the spike 
protein.

When these ChAdOx1 particles 
infect human cells, the coronavirus 
DNA is then “expressed”, building the 
spike protein for the immune system 
to respond to. Importantly for vac-
cine safety, the viral vector can’t rep-
licate and cause an ongoing infection.

The ChAdOx1 viral vector has 
been used to make eight vaccines 
already in clinical trials for other hu-
man diseases, including Mers (Mid-
dle Eastern respiratory syndrome), 
a coronavirus that is related to SARS-
CoV-2.

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
Crucially, we need to demonstrate 

that the vaccine is effective – that it 
results in significantly lower (ideally 
zero) cases of COVID-19 in the ChA-
dOx1 nCoV-19 vaccinated group ver-
sus the control group. Falling infec-
tion rates in the UK are an excellent 
outcome for the health of the nation, 
but may compromise the ability to 
show this.

If there are no cases of COVID-19 
in the group receiving the control 
vaccine, comparing that group to the 
vaccinated group would be meaning-
less. Deliberately infecting people 
with the virus may be possible in fu-
ture (after careful consideration of 
the ethical implications), but is not 
currently allowed.

For this reason, a second trial 
has been launched in approximately 
10,000 UK individuals, focusing on 

health workers, and further trials are 
being conducted in Brazil and South 
Africa, where infection rates are 
much higher. The expanded UK trial 
will include children and older adults 
to estimate vaccine efficacy in these 
age groups. Immune responses in 
people over 70 are often lower than 
those in younger adults.

It’s essential to follow the vac-
cine-induced immune response over 
a period of at least one year, to es-
timate whether booster injections 
will be required, and if so how often. 
My personal prediction – based on 
decreases in antibody levels in indi-
viduals infected with other types of 
coronavirus, rather than data from 
the current vaccine trial – is that 
we’re likely to need yearly boosters, 
similar to annual flu jabs.

Finally, if the vaccine proves effec-
tive, rapid manufacture of potentially 
billions of doses would be required 
to supply the world. To facilitate 
this, AstraZeneca has already initi-
ated a large-scale vaccine manufac-
turing programme, aiming to have 
hundreds of millions of doses with 
delivery starting by the end of 2020. 
Agreements are in place to provide 
the vaccine to low-income and mid-
dle-income countries and also to the 
UK, Europe and the US.

[the writer is Senior Proj-
ect Manager, Jenner Insti-
tute, University of Oxford]

Is global fertility really plummeting? How population forecasts are made
BRIENNA PERELLI-HARRIS & JASON HILTON
theconversation.com

When the BBC reported on the results of a 
new study on global population in mid July, 

the tone was alarmist. “Jaw-dropping” declines in 
births were foretold, while one of the study’s au-
thors revealed worries about his daughter’s fu-
ture in light of “enormous social change”.

The study by the University of Washington’s 
Institute for Health Metrics Evaluation (IHME), 
published in The Lancet, projects that global 
population will peak at 9.7 billion around 2064 
and then fall to 8.8 billion by 2100.

However, we needn’t start panicking just yet. 
Understanding how such forecasts are produced 
can help to explain why.

To predict how global population will evolve 
over the next century, we must make predic-
tions about two key components of population 
change: mortality and fertility. These can then 
be combined to estimate population growth or 
decline.

Forecasting these components over such a 
long time period is hard, as social and econom-
ic change and technological advances may alter 
their path. Nevertheless, global population fore-
casts are important, for example to help coordi-
nate responses to climate change. And so organ-
isations such as the UN regularly produce world 
population forecasts.

ESTIMATING FERTILITY
Fertility is the most important of the three 

components for determining global population 
change. Demographers have known for decades 
that the total fertility rate, a measure used to 
calculate the number of children a woman would 
have in her lifetime, has been declining around the 
world.

By 2020, more than 90 states and territories in 
the world had fertility rates below 2.1. This is the 
average number of children women would have to 
have in order to replace themselves and their part-
ners, taking into account those who die before they 
reach adulthood.

Some countries in southern and eastern Eu-

rope have had extremely low fertility since the ear-
ly 1990s, with total fertility rates of 1.3 or below. 
East Asia, including Japan and South Korea, have 
had very low fertility rates throughout most of the 
2000s, and Korea currently has a total fertility rate 
of 1.1. So “jaw dropping” falls in fertility occurred 
in these areas some time ago.

It is the speed of decline and eventual level of 
fertility in low income countries that is the major 
difference between the IHME and other population 
forecasts. A key element of the IHME forecasts is 
that they predict fertility based on women’s educa-
tion and access to contraceptive methods.

Intuitively, this makes sense: education and 
contraception are known to reduce fertility, as 
women gain autonomy and are better able to make 
choices about childbearing. However, predicting 
fertility based on future access to education and 
contraception is not easy.

This is why the UN focuses on predicting fer-
tility and mortality alone. It bases predictions for 
countries that have high fertility and mortality on 
the average patterns of decline for countries that 
have already reached lower levels. These projec-
tions result in a world population peaking at 11 
billion in 2100, much higher than the IHME pro-
jections.

What will happen in AfricaAnother approach 
is to base projections on expert opinion. In 2014, 
researchers at the Wittgenstein Centre for Demog-
raphy and Global Human Capital interviewed over 
550 population experts around the globe, and 
used their informed opinions to guide their es-
timates.

They predicted that world population would 
peak at 9.4 billion around 2070 and then de-
cline to 9 billion by 2100 – not so different from 
the IHME. However, these demographers made 
it very clear that the size of the world’s future 
population would depend on how quickly girls’ 
education expands, especially in Africa.

The IHME also notes that Africa’s population 
will grow, and Nigeria will become one of the 
world’s most populous countries. Yet how large 
depends on the underlying assumptions about 

how quickly societies change. The IHME tends to 
assume that Africa will achieve higher education 
level and meet the need for contraception, result-
ing in fertility rates far below replacement level.

But most demographers are more cautious, 
noting that many countries in Africa have experi-
enced stalls in declining fertility rates, potentially 
due to the failure to educate girls and a resurgence 
in religion and patriarchal ideas. Demographers 
studying Africa tend to think that fertility will re-
main high, due to lack of political will and unequal 
development across the continent. So whether fer-
tility does start to decline throughout Africa is still 
very unclear.

DOLLOPS OF UNCERTAINTY
Most demographers recognise that we need to 

include estimates of uncertainty in their projec-
tions to make sure that we are realistic about how 
well we can predict future populations. While the 
IHME has produced alternative scenarios, these 
nuances seem to have been lost in the publicity 
surrounding the study. Of course, conservative 
estimates of future population forecasts noting 
considerable uncertainty do not make for atten-
tion-grabbing headlines.

A group of demographers are now preparing 
a letter – which we have signed – for the Lancet 
about the IHME study. It notes concerns that the 
models, data and underlying assumptions have not 
received sufficient scrutiny.

The doomsday scenario publicised in the me-
dia does not recognise that declining fertility often 
represents positive developments, such as increas-
ing female autonomy and education. Nor does it 
recognise that such alarmist predictions may lead 
governments to pursue policies which undermine 
reproductive rights.

So, such studies must receive critical scrutiny, 
and the media coverage surrounding future popu-
lation scenarios needs to be less alarmist and more 
cautious.

[Brienna Perelli-Harris is Professor of 
Demography, University of Southampton; Ja-
son Hilton is Lecturer in Social Statistics and 

Data Science, University of Southampton]
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Delhi's sero-prevalence study finds 23.48 

per cent people affected by COVID-19
New Delhi, July 21 
(PTI): Delhi's sero-prev-
alence study has found 
that 23.48 per cent of 
the people have been 
affected by COVID-19 in 
the city, which has sev-
eral pockets of dense 
population, the Union 
Health Ministry said on 
Tuesday.
The study, which was 
conducted from June 27 
to July 10 by the National 
Center for Disease Con-
trol (NCDC) in collabora-
tion with the Delhi gov-
ernment, also indicated 
that a large number of 
infected persons remain 
asymptomatic, it said.

A sero-survey involves 
testing of blood serum of 
individuals to check for the 
prevalence of antibodies 
against an infection.

"The results of the 
sero-prevalence study 
show that on an average, 
across Delhi, the preva-
lence of IgG antibodies is 
23.48 per cent. The study 

also indicates that a large 
number of infected per-
sons remain asymptom-
atic," the ministry said 
in a statement.

"This implies that 
nearly six months into 
the epidemic, only 23.48 
pc of the people are af-
fected in Delhi, which 
has several pockets of 
dense population," said 
the ministry, attributing 
it to efforts taken by the 
government to prevent 
the spread of infection 

including lockdown, 
containment and sur-
veillance measures, in-
cluding contact tracing 
and tracking, as well as 
citizen's compliance to 
COVID appropriate be-
haviours.

It, however, said that 
a significant proportion 
of the population is 
still vulnerable and 
therefore, the con-
tainment measures 
need to continue with 
the same rigour.

Non-pharmacolog-
ical interventions such 
as physical distancing, 
use of face mask/cover, 
hand hygiene, cough et-
iquette and avoidance 
of crowded places etc., 
must be followed strict-
ly, it underlined.

For all the 11 dis-
tricts of Delhi, survey 
teams were formed. 
Blood samples were 
collected from selected 
individuals after tak-
ing written informed 

consent and then their 
sera were tested for IgG 
antibodies and infection 
using COVID KAVACH 
ELISA approved by the 
Indian Council for Medi-
cal Research.

It is one of the largest 
sero-prevalence studies 
conducted in the country 
using the ELISA testing.

A total of 21,387 
samples were collected 
as per lab standards and 
were tested.

The tests help in iden-
tification of presence of 
antibodies in the general 
population. The test per-
formed is not a diagnostic 
test but only provides in-
formation about past in-
fection due to SARSCoV-2 
in individuals who test 
positive, the ministry said.

According to the 
Health ministry's data 
updated at 8 am, Del-
hi's COVID-19 caseload 
increased to 1,23,747 
while the death-toll rose 
to 3,663 on Tuesday.

Mizoram inducts 8 
canines, revives dog squad
Aizawl, Jul 21 (PTI): 
The Mizoram govern-
ment on Tuesday in-
ducted eight dogs into 
the state police for an-
ti-crime, anti-drug and 
search and rescue opera-
tions, officials said.
Home Minister Lalcham-
liana was present at the 
function in which four 
German shepherds and 
four Labrador Retrievers 
were inducted.

The authorities thus 
revived the dog squad 
which was formed 
around 20 years ago but 
does not have a member 
for the past few years.

"It is a great achievement 
for the state police to induct 

a good canine squad after a 
generation and I hope the 
dog police will comfort the 
people," Lalchamliana said 
on the occasion.

The home minister 
said that three of the 
eight dogs are trained in 
tracking and detection 
of criminals while three 
others are sniffer dogs 
skilled in finding drugs.

One dog is trained to 
detect explosive materi-
als and another will be 
used in search and res-
cue operations, he said.

Lalchamliana said 
that on several occasions, 
the police have faced im-
pediments and inconve-
niences in tracking crim-

inals and in anti-drug op-
erations due to absence 
of a canine squad.

He thanked the Cen-
tre for providing finan-
cial assistance to the 
state for purchasing the 
dogs and the cost of their 
training.

Mizoram Director 
General of Police SBK 
Singh termed the dog 
squad as a "definitive 
tool" to combat drug 
smuggling across Myan-
mar border.

The newly inducted 
canines, trained at the 
National Training Cen-
tre for Dogs in Gwalior, 
showcased their skills at 
the function.

50 fresh COVID-19 cases in Arunachal; count rises to 790
Itanagar, Jul 21 
(PTI): Fifty more peo-
ple, including nine Army 
jawans and six police 
personnel, have tested 
positive for COVID-19 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 
taking the northeastern 
state's tally to 790 on 
Tuesday, a senior health 
official said.

Thirty-four fresh cas-
es were reported in the 
Capital Complex region, 
10 in the border district 
of Tawang, five in Low-
er Subansiri and one in 
West Siang, he said.

Nine Army jawans 
are among those infected 
in Tawan district situat-
ed along the India-China 
border, State Surveil-
lance Officer, Dr L Jampa, 
said.

Six police personnel 
from Naharlagun police 
station are among the 34 
new patients in the Cap-
ital Complex region, he 
said.

Four new patients 
from Lower Subansiri 
district and the one from 
West Siang are return-
ees from other states, Dr 
Jampa said.

All barring six new 
patients are asymptom-
atic and they were shift-
ed to COVID-19 care cen-
tres, he said.

Three more persons 
from Lower Subansiri 
district recovered from 
COVID-19 on Monday 
and were advised 14-
day home isolation upon 
their release from hospi-
tals, the official said.

Of the 790 cases in 
the state, 502 are active 
while 285 people have 
recovered and three pa-
tients have died, Dr Jam-
pa said.

The Capital Complex 
region comprising Itana-
gar, Naharlagun, Nirjuli 
and Banderdewa areas 
has registered the high-
est number of cases in 
the state at 306, followed 
by Changlang (33), Nam-
sai (30), East Siang (24), 
Papum Pare (22), Lower 
Subansiri (16), Lower 
Siang (14) and Leparada 
and Tawang (10 each), he 
said.

The Health De-
partment has received 
around 1.5 lakh antigen 
test kits, of which 78,000 
have been distributed 

among various districts, 
the official said.

"Most of the rapid di-
agnostic kits will be used 
in the Capital Complex 
region," he said, adding 
sero-surveillance of ELI-
SA (enzyme-linked im-
munosorbent assay) test 
is also being conducted 
in the region.

The coronavirus re-
covery rate in the state 
stands at 35 per cent, Dr 
Jampa said.

"There is a rapid rise 
in COVID-19 cases in the 
Capital Complex region. 
But the good news is that 
most of them are asymp-
tomatic," he said.

Dismissing reports of 
community transmission 
of COVID-19 in Capital 
Complex, Dr Jampa said, 

"There is a still a very 
thin line to be crossed 
for community transmis-
sion".

A complete lockdown 
has been imposed in the 
region till August 3.

A total of 40,477 sam-
ples have been tested for 
COVID-19 in the state so 
far, he said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
witnessed a surge in 
COVID-19 cases since 
July 1, with 599 cases 
being reported in the last 
21 days.

The state had re-
mained coronavirus-free 
till May 23.

It witnessed a spurt 
in COVID-19 cases after 
residents started return-
ing from other parts of 
the country.

India's COVID-19 fatality rate drops to 2.43% 
from 3.36% on Jun 17: Health Ministry

New Delhi, Jul 21 (PTI): 
India's COVID-19 fatality 
rate has dropped signifi-
cantly to 2.43 per cent 
from 3.36 per cent on 
June 17 due to effective 
clinical management of 
coronavirus cases, the 
Centre said on Tuesday, 
asserting the country has 
handled the pandemic 
"relatively well"

Thirty states and 
Union Territories have 
COVID-19 positivity rate 
lower than that of the 
national average which 
stands at 8.07 per cent, 
Rajesh Bhushan, officer 
on special duty in the 
Union health ministry, 
told a press conference 
here.

"Nineteen states and 
UTs are performing 
more than 140 tests per 
day per million popula-
tion. Just doing tests is 
not enough, they have 
to be done at a level of 
140 tests per day per 
million so that the rate 
of positivity reduces 
and comes down to 10 
per cent first and then 
continue the testing 

process so that the rate 
of positivity further re-
duces to 5 per cent or 
lower," he said

"So that is the ulti-
mate aim to maintain 
this level of testing and 
bring positivity lower to 
5 per cent eventually or 
even lower than that," he 
said

In India, the 
COVID-19 deaths per 
million population stand 
at 20.4 per million which 
is amongst lowest in the 
world, Bhushan said

"There are sever-
al countries where the 
deaths per million is 21 
times or 33 times higher 
than in India. The glob-
al average stands at 77 
deaths per million popu-
lation," he said

"So far, the nation 
has managed COVID-19 
relatively well. The Gov-
ernment of India is co-
operating with all states 
and UTs. All decisions are 
being taken based on sci-
ence and evidence-based 
inputs and in consulta-
tion with domain knowl-
edge experts," Bhushan 

said
He also shared a 

chart showing that the 
COVID-19 case fatality 
rate has declined from 
3.36 per cent on June 17 
to 2.43 per cent now.

He asserted that the 
significant decline in 
the case fatality rate has 
been due to effective clin-
ical management of cases

India recorded 
37,148 COVID-19 cas-
es in the last 24 hours, 
pushing its tally to 
11,55,191 , while the to-
tal number of recoveries 
increased to 7,24,577, ac-
cording to Union health 
ministry data issued on 8 
am Tuesday

The death toll due 
to the disease rose to 
28,084 with 587 fatali-
ties reported in a day, the 
data showed

There are 4,02,529 
active cases of the coro-
navirus infection cur-
rently in the country, 
while 7,24,577 people 
have recovered till now.

Thus, 62.72 per cent 
people have recovered so 
far, the ministry said.

Five sports academies to be set up in Mizoram
Aizawl, Jul 21 (PTI): 
Mizoram Sports Minister 
Robert Romawia Royte 
on Tuesday said that five 
sports academies will be 
set up in different parts 
of the state.

Addressing a gen-
eral body meeting of 
Mizoram State Sports 
Council, Royte said all 
the required official pro-
cedure for setting up of 
the five sports schools 
in the state and a district 
sports complex at Mamit 
town have been complet-
ed and constructions will 
commence soon.

He said that the cen-
tral government has re-
leased the first install-
ment of the funds for the 
purpose.

"Looking at 
Mizoram's tally in the 
last Khelo India, there is 
a lot to be done in order 
to reach national and in-

ternational level," said 
Royte who is also the 
owner of I-League side 
Aizawl FC.

Lauding the central 

government for includ-
ing Mizoram among eight 
states where Khelo India 
State Centre of Excel-
lence (KISCE) will be set 

up, the sports minister 
said that efforts are on to 
materialise the project.

Last month, the cen-
tral government an-
nounced that the Aizawl 
Sports Academy at Rajiv 
Gandhi Sports Complex 
at Mualpui has been in-
cluded among eight facil-
ities in the country to be 
developed as KISCE.

Royte informed the 
meeting that the state 
government is plan-
ning to set up sports 
infrastructure through 
Externally Aided Proj-
ects (EAP). He said the 
state government has 
recently granted in-
dustry status to sports, 
which will help develop 
infrastructure.

Tripura’s COVID-19 tally crosses 
3,000-mark; toll mounts to 71

AGARTALA, JULY 21 
[PTI]: Over 200 more 
people, including 19 BSF 
personnel, have tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
Tripura, taking the total 
number of cases in the 
state to 3,094, officials 
said on Tuesday.

The state also report-
ed two fresh deaths due 
to the disease in the last 
24 hours, they said.

Two women, aged 
80 and 62 years, died 
at the Agartala Govern-
ment Medical College on 
Monday. They both were 
suffering from heart ail-
ments, the officials said.

The state had regis-
tered its first COVID-19 
death on June 9. All the 
coronavirus patients 

who have died till date in 
the state had comorbidi-
ties, the officials said.

“Alert! 202 people 
found COVID-19 posi-
tive out of 4,747 samples 
tested. Among the total 
202 COVID-19 positive, 
19 are BSF personnel. 2 
COVID-19 positive pa-
tients died today,” Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb tweeted on Monday 
night.

Also, 86 patients were 
discharged from hospitals 
on Monday, he added.

The fresh infections 
have taken the number of 
active cases in the state 
to 1,228, while 1,845 
people have recovered 
and 14 have migrated to 
other states, the officials 

said.
The chief minister 

held a high-level meet-
ing with his cabinet 
colleagues and senior 
government officials on 
Monday to take stock of 
the coronavirus situation 
in the state.

“I had extensive dis-
cussions regarding the 
situation and effective 
ways to tackle the pan-
demic,” he said in a Face-
book post.

A Border Security 
Force (BSF) spokesper-
son said all the newly-in-
fected personnel are be-
ing treated at a COVID-19 
hospital set up at the 
paramilitary force’s state 
headquarters in Salba-
gan area of Agartala.

Meghalaya floods: Amit Shah speaks 
with CM, condoles loss of lives

New Delhi, July 21: 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Tuesday 
spoke to Meghalaya Chief 
Minister Conrad Sangma 
and assured all support 
in dealing with the flood 
situation in the state.

Shah also condoled 
the death of people due 
to floods in West Garo 
hills of the state.

“Loss of lives due to 
the floods in West Garo 
Hills, Meghalaya is very 
disturbing.I have spo-

ken to the Chief Minister, 
Shri @SangmaConrad 
and assured him all pos-
sible help from the Cen-
tral government. Nation 
stands resolutely with 
the people of Meghalaya 
in these trying times,” he 
said in a tweet.

At least five people 
were killed in floods in 
Meghalaya’s West Garo 
Hills district where the 
deluge has affected about 
one lakh people, reports 
said.

Tripura CM Biplab Deb triggers row, says 
Punjabis, Jats less brainy than Bengalis

Agartala, July 21: Tri-
pura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Deb has stirred yet 
another controversy by 
saying Punjabis and Jats 
are physically strong but 
less brainy while Benga-
lis are known to be very 
intelligent. However, on 
Tuesday, he apologised 
for his remarks and 
sought forgiveness from 
the two communities on 
Twitter.

Every community in 
India is known for its cer-
tain type and character, 
the BJP leader said while 
addressing a programme 
at the Agartala Press Club 
on Sunday. A video clip of 
Deb’s statement has gone 
viral on social media.

The Congress termed 
chief minister’s remarks 
“shameful and unfortu-
nate”.

“For Bengal or Ben-
galis, it is said that one 
should not challenge 
them when it is regard-
ing intelligence. Benga-
lis are known as very 
intelligent and it is their 
identity,” Deb was heard 

saying in the clip. Where-
as, Punjabis and Jats are 
known for their physical 
strength, he said.

“When we talk about 
the people of Punjab, 
we say he’s a Punjabi, a 
Sardar. They may have 
less intelligence but are 
very strong. One can’t win 
them over by strength 
but with love and affec-
tion. A large number of 
Jats live in Haryana. So 
what do people say about 
Jats? Jats are less intelli-
gent but are very healthy. 
If one challenges a Jat, he 
will bring a gun from his 
house,” Deb said.

Congress chief 
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said Deb has 
insulted the “Sikh broth-
ers” of Punjab and the Jat 
community of Haryana.

“This is the BJP’s 
lowly mindset.Why are 
Khattar ji and Dushyant 
Chautala silent? Where 
are Modi ji and Nadaji? 
Apologize, take action,” 
Surjewala had tweeted.

Deb later apologises
However, on Tuesday 

apologised for his state-
ments comparing Punja-
bis and Jats with Benga-
lis, and said he did not in-
tend to hurt sentiments.

In a series of tweets in 
Hindi on Tuesday morn-
ing, the chief minister 
sought forgiveness for his 
remarks and said many of 
his friends were Punjabis 
and Jats, and he is proud 
of people hailing from the 
two communities.

“I always salute the 
contributions of the Pun-
jabi and Jat communities 
in the freedom struggle 
of the country. And I can 
never imagine raising 
questions on the role 
played by these two com-
munities in advancing In-
dia,” Deb tweeted.

“I had expressed the 
views some people have 
about them. I am proud 
of Punjabi and Jat com-
munities. I have lived 
among them for quite 
some time… If my state-
ment has hurt anyone’s 
feelings, I apologise for 
that,” the chief minister 
said on Twitter.
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Happy that so many people have discovered 

chess during pandemic: Anand
YOSHITA SINGH
United Nations, Jul 
21 (PTI): Chess has at-
tracted many first-tim-
ers during the COVID-19 
pandemic and the mas-
sive reach of the internet 
has made it a "truly glob-
al sport", five-time world 
champion Viswanathan 
Anand said to mark the 
first ever World Chess 
Day.

"Thanks to the inter-
net, (chess) has become 
a truly global sport. I be-
lieve that it is never more 
widely disseminated as it 
is now," Anand said in a 
virtual commemoration 
of the World Chess Day at 
the UN on Monday.

"And of course, during 
the pandemic, I'm very 
happy that so many peo-
ple have discovered the 
game of chess. Perhaps 
they didn't have the time 
or they never got around 
to it. But this has been 
a very good chance for 
chess to spread," he said.

The former world 
champion said "most In-
dian parents are right" 
that chess will help their 
children do better in 
school.

"I hope that the cur-
rent positive trajectory 
of chess that we have 
experienced recently 
will continue in the fu-
ture, without pandemics 
even," Anand said.

The high-level vir-
tual event Chess for Re-
covering Better' bought 
together chess players, 

UN and governments of-
ficials, representatives 
of civil society and aca-
demia.

In December 2019, 
the UN General Assem-
bly had proclaimed July 
20 as World Chess Day 
to mark the date of the 
establishment of the In-
ternational Chess Fed-
eration (FIDE) in Paris 
in 1924.

Over the past few 
months, the overall 
interest in chess is re-
ported to have doubled, 
with more players than 
ever coming together 
to participate in chess 
events that are being in-
creasingly held through 
online platforms, the 
UN said.

Anand told the vir-
tual session that he had 
learned chess from his 
mother and highlighted 
the history and evolu-
tion of the game from 
India to other parts of the 

world.
He said a lot of fami-

lies across India played 
chess with great enthu-
siasm.

"If in fact you men-
tioned to anyone that you 
played chess, quite often 
the head of the family 
will go out and pull out 
his own chess set and 
play a game.

"So it was part 
of our culture, even 
though it had to be re-
discovered in a sport-
ing context, he said, 
adding that while chess 
spread across Russia 
and Europe and other 
parts of the globe, Asia 
had to rediscover it and 
India had to come back 
to it."

"In fact, when I won 
the world championship 
in the year 2000, it felt 
like my journey mirrored 
the ancient paths, he said 
adding that he was living 
in Spain at the time and 

the venues for the knock-
out tournaments were 
Delhi and Tehran.

"So, these were the 
first three countries 
where chess seems to 
have spread," and he 
brought the chess title 
back to India, he said.

The UN said that with 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
impacting most sports 
worldwide, the first ever 
World Chess day cele-
brates the highly-com-
petitive game that can 
be played safely indoors 
or online and which also 
helps in reducing anxiety 
and improving mental 
health.

"Today is a day of 
celebration for an in-
tellectual game that for 
centuries has managed 
to entertain, stimulate 
and sometimes even con-
found millions of us, the 
world over, Under-Secre-
tary-General of UN Glob-
al Communications Me-

lissa Fleming said.
"And as we celebrate, 

we remind ourselves of 
the special value that 
a game such as chess 
is bringing to so many 
people during this awful 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the lockdown that many 
people are enduring," she 
said.

She added that the 
pandemic represents a 
global crisis in multiple 
ways - physically, socially 
and economically - and 
the restrictions that it 
has imposed is affect-
ing the mental health of 
many.

Chess also offers im-
portant opportunities 
to implement the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

"The UN is main-
streaming sports initia-
tives into its work to-
wards development and 
peace and part of our 
wider efforts to achieve 
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals by 2030, 
Fleming said adding that 
increasingly people real-
ize that sport can act as 
an enabler of sustainable 
development, peace and 
social inclusion."

President of the In-
ternational Federation 
of Chess (FIDE) Ark-
ady Dvorkovich said 
chess can become a tool 
to improve the world, 
"strengthen peace, con-
duct non-discriminatory 
policies and create better 
societies".

WI could "destroy" Hope if 
he plays third Test: Ambrose
Manchester, Jul 21 
(PTI): Pace legend Curt-
ly Ambrose reckons that 
West Indies must rest 
out-of-form Shai Hope 
for the series-deciding 
third Test because re-
peated failures may "de-
stroy" him.

Ambrose said "some-
thing has gone terribly 
wrong" with the Bar-
badian batsman since 
his famous centuries at 
Headingley.

Heading into the se-
ries, the spotlight was 
on Hope, who notched 
up two centuries at the 
Headingley Test in 2017.

The wicketkeep-
er-batsman has strug-
gled to even breach the 
30-run mark in his four 
innings against England. 
His scores read 25, 7 16, 
9 so far.

"He is a much better 
player than what he is 
showing at the moment 
and is obviously very low 
on confidence. Maybe in 
the next game we should 
rest him so he can regain 
some confidence," Am-
brose told 'Sky Sports'.

"If you keep playing 
him and he keeps failing 
it will only get worse. You 
are going to destroy him 
if it continues like that.

"Something has gone 
terribly wrong for him 
since those two centuries 

at Headingley - he hasn't 
done anything really in 
Test cricket since then," 
he added.

Ambrose, who 
claimed 630 wickets 
in his 98 Tests and 176 
ODIs for West Indies, 
feels it's a tough call as 
playing Hope will hurt 
his confidence.

"I like Hope a lot. I 
think he is a fantastic 
player but this is not do-
ing his confidence any 
good. Are West Indies go-
ing to go with him again? 
It's a tough call.

"I am inclined to give 
him another go but by 
bringing someone else in 
he could get totally away 
from the game for a little 
bit and get his mind to-
gether."

West Indies fielded 
an unchanged side from 
their four-wicket win in 
the opening Test at the 
Ageas Bowl, while En-
gland rotated their pace 
attack. The visitors will 
have need to make tough 
decisions if they want to 
retain the Wisden Tro-
phy.

As the series stands 
levelled at 1-1, both 
teams will head to the 
third and final match 
on the same ground on 
Friday, with West Indies 
needing just a draw to 
retain the Wisden trophy.

India to undergo two-week quarantine period in Adelaide: CA acting chief
Melbourne, Jul 21 
(PTI): India will have 
to undergo a two-week 
quarantine period, most 
likely in Adelaide, once 
they touch down in Aus-
tralia for the much-an-
ticipated tour later this 
year, said Cricket Aus-
tralia acting chief Nick 
Hockley.
Hockley's statement is in 
complete contrast to the 
views of BCCI president 
Sourav Ganguly, who had 
already made it clear that 
he was not in favour of a 
two-week quarantine pe-
riod for the Indian team 
once they disembark in 
Australia.

Following the official 
postponement of this 
year's T20 World Cup in 
Australia, Hockley said 
all the players and sup-
port staff will be provid-
ed with the best of the 
facilities to train within 
quarantine rules.

"The two-week quar-
antine is pretty well-de-
fined. What we are 
working on is making 
sure that even within 
that quarantine environ-
ment, the players have 
got the absolute best 
training facilities, so that 
their preparation for the 
matches is as optimal as 
it can possibly be," Hock-
ely was quoted as saying 
by ESPNcricinfo.

"We'll obviously take 

the guidance of the health 
experts and the authori-
ties. Whether it's a hotel 
on-site or hotels in close 
proximity to venues, it's 
certainly about creating 
that environment where 
we are minimising risk of 
infections and creating a 
bio-secure environment 
is the absolute priority."

The website reported 
that not just the visiting 
Indian team but also the 
IPL-returned Austra-
lian cricketers will have 
to serve the mandatory 
quarantine period.

The current series 
between England and 
West Indies, which has 
marked resumption of 
international cricket, is 
being played in a bio-se-
cure environment with 
the teams' accommoda-
tion arranged on-site.

"There's a huge 

amount at stake if we 
are unable to do that. 
Certainly the fact that 
the Adelaide Oval has a 
hotel...it does provide a 
facility not dissimilar to 
Old Trafford or Ageas 
Bowl where the hotels 
are integrated into ven-
ue," said Hockely.

In these circumstanc-
es, the Adelaide Oval 
and its newly construct-
ed hotel, built on the 
ground's eastern side, 
is considered as the 
best place for creating a 
bio-bubble.

But Hockley said 
with a rapid spike in 
COVID-19 cases in the 
Indian sub-continent 
leading to travel restric-
tions, the visiting teams 
will have to follow all 
the protocols laid down 
by the Australian govern-
ment and the ICC.

"It's widely known 
and it's unlikely that in-
ternational travel restric-
tions would have lifted 
by the time that India 
will be due to come into 
the country," he said.

"Clearly there will be 
testing regimes. We will 
be able to test people 
before that they get on 
to the plane and it is 
the nature of the situa-
tion of making sure we 
have the quarantine ar-
rangements in line with 
government and health 
authority protocols.

"The key thing for 
the players is that there's 
regular testing and that 
we appropriately quar-
antine them when they 
come in and all of those 
plans are currently in de-
velopment."

Now that that T20 
World Cup is postponed, 

the BCCI is in all likeli-
hood will hold the post-
poned IPL during the 
vacant September-No-
vember window, in all 
probability in the UAE.

"I think the BCCI 
have made no secrets 
that they are considering 
what that means for the 
IPL," Hockley said.

"For us it's about 
getting a bit of an under-
standing and certainty 
around what that means. 
Clearly in a normal 
course, some of our best 
players are obviously top 
picks for those IPL teams.

"It's a bit premature 
to speculate on that. We 
need to understand what 
the plans are if any and 
once we understand that 
we will make decisions 
accordingly.

Days off? Guardiola wants two weeks' training to prepare for Real Madrid
PAUL WILSON
London, 21 Jul [theGuard-
ian]: Pep Guardiola has said he 
will make a few changes when 
Manchester City travel to 
Watford on Tuesday for their 
penultimate league game of 
the season. The City manag-
er is already looking forward 
to the visit of Real Madrid in 
the Champions League once 
the domestic season is over, 
and while Zinedine Zidane 
has promised to give his play-
ers some time to rest in the 
meantime, Guardiola intends 
to spend a fortnight preparing 
for the game.

City lead Spain’s league 
champions 2-1 on aggregate 
going into the second leg of 
their last-16 tie, which they 
host, on 7 August. “We will car-
ry on training when the league 
season finishes, we will be able 
to devote two weeks to work-
ing on a specific way to play 
Real Madrid,” he said on Mon-
day. “They are now going to 
have to play without Sergio Ra-
mos so we will have to try and 
work out the way they are going 
to play. We have to improve our 
own performance too.

“We had enough chanc-
es to score against Arsenal at 

Wembley [in Saturday’s FA Cup 
semi-final] but we didn’t take 
them. I’m sure we will be able 
to create chances against Real 
Madrid, but if we don’t take 
them we’ll be out. Generally 
though I feel positive. I’m ex-
cited to be able to prepare for 
a game against Real Madrid, 
with the players we have I am 
optimistic about making it into 
the next round.”

Guardiola also admitted 
that a fifth season at Manchester 
City will be a challenge but an-
ticipates bringing in some new 
players to help freshen the side.

“I have never been five years 

in one club as manager, but I 
know you face different chal-
lenges if you stay for a long 
time,” he said. “We are going 
to try and make small changes, 
perhaps attack in different way, 
but it all depends on the players 
that we have next season.

“New players who may join 
us will help with changing the 
freshness of the team. We are 
not going to bring in eight or 
nine players, that would be im-
possible. I would say around 
85% of the team will stay the 
same but I am expecting to have 
some new faces around by next 
season.”

Tickets bought for 
postponed T20WC 
will remain valid 
if Australia hosts 
it in 2021: ICC

Dubai, Jul 21 (PTI) 
The tickets sold for the 
now-postponed ICC T20 
World Cup will remain 
valid if Australia hosts 
the edition in 2021 in-
stead of India.

In case the event is 
shifted to 2022, all tick-
et-holders will be enti-
tled to a full refund, the 
ICC stated on its website 
on Monday night after 
postponing the me-
ga-event this year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The tournament was 
to be held in October-No-
vember but will now be 
conducted later because 
of the pandemic.

The ICC has not yet 
announced which coun-
try will host which edi-
tion as there are oper-
ational issues that both 
the Indian and Australian 
cricket Boards need to 
sort out.

The world body had 
opened ticket booking 
through its ticketing 
partners and a signifi-
cant number was already 
sold.

"Ticket holders are 
welcome to retain their 
tickets, noting, if Austra-
lia hosts in 2021, tickets 
will remain valid for fans 
who have already bought 
and will be automatical-
ly updated to reflect the 
new dates.

"If Australia hosts in 
2022, for tickets already 
bought a full refund will 
be processed automati-
cally," ICC stated in a se-
ries of FAQs.

Fans can retain their 
tickets until a date is con-
firmed for the event.

Refund requests can 
be made until December 
15 and they will be pro-
cessed within 30 days af-
ter an online submission.

The hospitality pack-
age will also remain valid 
for the 2021 fixtures.

Juventus nears title after 
Ronaldo scores 2 beating Lazio

Turin, Jul 21 (AP): Over 
a three-minute span of 
the second half, Cristia-
no Ronaldo ensured Ju-
ventus would not lose to 
Lazio for a third time this 
season.

Ronaldo's double 
strike in a 2-1 win on 
Monday meant Juven-
tus could clinch a ninth 
straight Serie A title this 
week. With four rounds 
remaining, Juventus 
moved eight points 
clear of Inter Milan, 
nine ahead of Atalan-
ta, and 11 in front of 
Lazio, which trailed 
the Bianconeri by just 
one point before the break 
for the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Juventus earned a 
measure of revenge after 
losing twice to Lazio in 
December -- in Serie A and 
the Italian Super Cup.

Ronaldo converted a 
penalty after the VAR de-
termined a handball, then 
finished off a counterat-

tack following a generous 
pass from Paulo Dybala.

Ciro Immobile pulled 
one back for Lazio with a 
penalty in the 83rd.

Ronaldo and Immo-
bile are level atop the 
Italian league scoring 
chart with 30 each.

Also, Ronaldo became 
the first player to score at 
least 50 goals in the Pre-
mier League, the Spanish 
Liga and Serie A. His 51 
in Italy go with his 84 in 
the Premier League, and 
311 in La Liga

Records are always 
important, but the most 
important thing is that 
the team wins," Ronaldo 
said.

We are a phenomenal 
team and we showed that 
again today, although we 
always want to improve 
and raise the bar.

Both sides hit the post 
in the first half; a headed 
volley from Juve's Alex 
Sandro, and a long-range 
effort from Immobile.
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China warns UK against interference' on Hong Kong

London, Jul 21 (PTI): 
China has hit back with 
a warning that Britain 
must bear the conse-
quences if it continues 
what it believes is inter-
ference in its internal 
affairs after the UK sus-
pended its extradition 
treaty with Hong Kong.
UK Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab told the 
House of Commons on 
Monday that China's new 
National Security Law 
had significantly changed 
key assumptions un-
derpinning the arrange-
ments with former Brit-
ish colony of Hong Kong 
and therefore the treaty 
would remain suspended 
indefinitely .

The United Kingdom 
is watching. And the 
whole world is watching, 
Raab said, in a warning to 
China.

Soon after, the Chi-
nese Embassy in London 
and the Chinese ambas-
sador to the UK issued 
strong statements con-
demning the UK's move 
as a disregard for its rep-
resentations and blatant 
interference in its inter-
nal affairs.

The UK blatantly in-
terfered in China's inter-
nal affairs and contra-
vened international law 
and the basic norms gov-
erning international rela-

tions, Liu Xiaoming said 
in a Twitter statement.

China has never in-
terfered in UK's internal 
affairs. The UK should do 
the same to China. Oth-
erwise it must bear the 
consequences, he said.

A longer official Chi-
nese Embassy statement 
also expressed its grave 
concern and strong 
opposition of the UK's 
moves related to Hong 
Kong.

The Chinese Govern-
ment remains unwav-
ering in its resolve to 
implement the National 
Security Law for Hong 
Kong SAR, to safeguard 
national sovereignty, se-
curity and development 
interest, and to oppose 
external interference. 
China will firmly fight 
back at any move that 
interferes in its internal 
affairs, the statement 
noted.

China urges the UK 

side to immediately 
stop interfering in Hong 
Kong affairs, which are 
China's internal affairs, 
in any form. The UK will 
bear the consequences if 
it insists on going down 
the wrong road, it added.

The Chinese au-
thorities insist that 
the controversial new 
National Security Law 
for Hong Kong is an an-
chor for the steady and 
sustained implemen-
tation of One Country, 
Two Systems and for 
the long-term security, 
prosperity and stabili-
ty in Hong Kong.

This Law will make 
Hong Kong a safer, bet-
ter and more prosper-
ous place. We are full of 
confidence in the bright 
future of Hong Kong SAR, 
the Chinese Embassy 
claimed.

However, there are 
widespread global con-
cerns over the law be-

ing used to breach the 
human rights of Hong 
Kongers.

In reference to the ex-
tradition arrangements, 
Raab told the UK Parlia-
ment that Britain was 
particularly concerned 
about Articles 55 to 59 of 
the new National Securi-
ty Law, which gives main-
land Chinese authorities 
the ability to assume 
jurisdiction over certain 
cases and try those cas-
es in mainland Chinese 
courts.

Highlighting consid-
erable uncertainty about 
the way in which the 
new National Security 
Law will be enforced, the 
minister said the UK will 
hold China to its interna-
tional obligations .

The tensions be-
tween the UK and China 
have been ramping up 
across a range of issues, 
with Britain already of-
fering around 3 million 

Hong Kongers citizen-
ship rights in response to 
the controversial Nation-
al Security Law.

The UK handed Hong 
Kong back to China in 
1997 but, as part of an 
agreement signed at 
the time, it enjoys some 
freedoms not seen in the 
mainland.

Over the weekend, 
Raab also accused Chi-
na of egregious human 
rights abuses against a 
minority group known as 
the Uighurs, mostly Mus-
lims and see themselves 
as culturally and eth-
nically close to Central 
Asian nations.

The majority live in 
Xinjiang, western Chi-
na, where they number 
about 11 million people. 
It is alleged that the Chi-
nese government has 
detained up to a million 
Uighurs over the past few 
years in what the state 
defines as "re-education 
camps".

UK Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson has tried 
to steer away from what 
he fears could become an 
anti-China rhetoric but 
stressed that Britain is 
committed to a "calibrat-
ed approach".

"We're going to be 
tough on some things, 
but we're going to con-
tinue to engage," he said.

China's mighty Yangtze nears crest again, new floods feared
Beijing, Jul 21 (AP): En-
gorged with more heavy 
rains, China's mighty 
Yangtze River is cresting 
again, bringing fears of 
further destruction as 
seasonal floods that al-
ready have left more than 
140 people dead or miss-
ing have grown in force 
since last month.

The rains are putting 
renewed pressure on the 
massive Three Gorges 
Dam that straddles the 
river upstream of the city 
of Wuhan in Hubei prov-
ince.

The official Xinhua 
News Agency said the 
rate of flow in the res-
ervoir behind the dam 
would hit a record for the 
year on Friday night, at 
55,000 cubic meters (al-
most 600,000 cubic feet) 
per second.

The inflow peaked on 
Saturday at 61,000 cubic 
meters per second, be-
fore easing to 46,000 by 
Sunday night, Xinhua lat-
er reported.

Rivers in the Yangtze 

system have broken their 
banks in places. A heli-
copter was used to drop 
stones into a breach to 
block the inrushing wa-
ters in Hubei.

Crews were dis-
patched with poles to 
probe waterlogged em-
bankments for weakness 
and thousands of sand-
bags were being filled 
in preparation for more 
breaches that would 
need to be swiftly closed.

Water rose to the lev-
el of first-floor windows 
in exposed ancient towns 
and crops were com-
pletely inundated around 
vast Poyang Lake, a net-
work of waterways that 
empty into the Yangtze 
below Wuhan.

On the lake's eastern 
edge in Jiangxi province, 
45-year-old Xu Yongx-
iang said his village of Li-
ufang had been without 
running water or elec-
tricity for almost a week.

Although it was time 
for the rice harvest, that 
crop, along with cotton, 

corn and beans was now 
underwater.

We do not have one 
inch of dry ground. It 
has all been flooded," Xu, 
who sells pork for a liv-
ing, was quoted as saying 
on the official newspaper 
China Youth Daily's mi-
croblog.

Flooding since the 
beginning of the month 
has forced evacuations 
of around 1.8 million 
people in 24 provinc-
es, mainly in southern 
China. Direct losses at-
tributed to flooding are 
estimated at more than 
49 billion yuan (USD 7 
billion), according to the 

Ministry of Emergency 
Management.

Floodwaters reached 
as high as 1.4 meters (al-
most 5 feet) in Linshui 
county in the southwest-
ern province of Sichuan, 
the ministry's rescue de-
partment reported.

Torrential rain also 
caused three landslides 
Thursday in a town in 
mountainous Chongq-
ing, upstream on the 
Yangtze, leaving six 
dead, the Chongqing 
Emergency Manage-
ment Bureau said. The 
bodies had been found 
by Friday evening after 
more than 200 people 

were dispatched for 
search and rescue. The 
rainfall in the town of 
Dunhao totaled 39 cen-
timeters (15 inches), the 
bureau said.

Seasonal flooding 
strikes large parts of Chi-
na each year, especially 
in its central and south-
ern regions, but condi-
tions this year have been 
especially bad. Major 
cities have thus far been 
spared but concerns 
have risen over Wuhan 
and other downstream 
metropolises that are 
home to tens of millions 
of people.

China's worst floods 
in recent years were in 
1998, when more than 
2,000 people died and 
almost 3 million homes 
were destroyed, mostly 
along the Yangtze.

The Three Gorges 
Dam was built mainly 
to generate electricity, 
but the government also 
said it was expected to 
mitigate catastrophic 
flooding.

He's back: Trump to re-up virus 
briefings amid lagging polls

Washington, Jul 21 
(AP): President Don-
ald Trump is set to once 
again take centre stage in 
the government's coro-
navirus response after a 
White House debate over 
how best to deploy its 
greatest and most vola-
tile asset him played out 
in public as his poll num-
bers falter.

One week after a cam-
paign shake-up, the plan 
is for Trump to again 
become a regular public 
presence at the podium 
starting Tuesday as con-
firmed coronavirus cases 
spike nationwide.

Trump advisers have 
stressed the urgency of 
the president adopting 
a more disciplined pub-
lic agenda in an effort to 
turn around his lagging 
poll numbers against 
Democratic rival Joe 
Biden.

I think it's a great 
way to get information 
out to the public, Trump 
told reporters in the Oval 
Office on Monday, say-
ing he hopes to discuss 
progress on vaccines and 
therapeutics.

His once-daily turns 
behind the White House 
briefing room podium 
largely ended in late April 
after the president's off-
the-cuff suggestion that 
injecting toxic disinfec-
tant could help treat the 
coronavirus.

In another sign of 
recalibration, Trump be-
latedly tweeted a pho-
to of himself in a face 
mask Monday, calling it 
an act of patriotism, af-
ter months of resistance 
to being publicly seen in 
the coverings deemed vi-
tal to slowing the spread 
of the virus as a sign of 
weakness.

White House aides 
said the format, venue 
and frequency of the 
president's forthcom-
ing appearances haven't 
been finalised. And it 
wasn't clear whether he 
would field questions or 
share the stage with oth-
ers, including Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence and Drs 
Deborah Birx or Anthony 
Fauci.

But it all pointed to 
an apparent course-re-
versal. Trump for months 
had heeded aides who 
pushed for him to all but 
ignore the virus and in-
stead focus on the econ-
omy and more politically 
advantageous terrain.

Trump will use the 
briefings "to speak di-
rectly to the American 
people about the feder-
al government's coro-
navirus response and 
other pertinent issues, 
said White House depu-

ty press secretary Sarah 
Matthews.

The return to brief-
ings has been champi-
oned in the West Wing by 
senior adviser Kellyanne 
Conway, who advocated 
publicly last week that 
Trump should return 
to the podium to more 
clearly highlight steps to-
ward economic recovery 
but also create a stage to 
display leadership by ad-
dressing Americans' con-
cerns about COVID-19.

His approval rating 
on the pandemic was 
higher when he was at 
the podium, Conway said 
Friday, in a tacit admis-
sion of what is largely un-
spoken aloud by Trump 
aides: that he is behind in 
both public and private 
surveys.

It was at 51 per cent 
in March. And I think 
people want to hear from 
the president of the Unit-
ed States.

It doesn't have to 
be daily, she added. It 
doesn't have to be for two 
hours. But in my view, it 
has to be.

In addition to dis-
cussing medical devel-
opments, Trump also 
was expected to focus on 
his advocacy for schools 
to reopen for in-person 
education, following his 
threat to try to withhold 
federal funds from those 
that stick to remote edu-
cation.

Other Trump aides 
have for months pushed 
the president to keep a 
lower profile on the vi-
rus response and instead 
champion the economic 
recovery and other issues 
with a clearer political 
upside. That camp, led by 
chief of staff Mark Mead-
ows, has attempted to 
plot out something close 
to a traditional messag-
ing strategy for Trump to 
contrast him with Biden 
on policy issues.

In the last week, 
they've organized White 
House events highlight-
ing Trump's efforts to 
support law enforce-
ment, talk tough on China 
and roll back regulations, 
all while sharply criticiz-
ing Biden. And Trump 
himself has teased forth-
coming moves on immi-
gration and health care.

Meadows was among 
the most forceful White 
House aides in push-
ing Trump to end the 
once-daily coronavirus 
briefings more than two 
months ago after the 
president mused about 
injecting disinfectants 
as a cure for the virus. 
It sparked state medical 
warnings against the po-
tentially deadly move.

Iraq's new premier visits Iran, his first visit abroad
Tehran, Jul 21 (AP): 
Iraq's new prime min-
ister arrived in Iran on 
Tuesday, his first official 
visit abroad since tak-
ing office more than two 
months ago, Iranian me-
dia reported.

State television 
showed footage of Mus-
tafa al-Kadhimi landing 
at Tehran's Mehrabad 
airport. The TV said al-
Khadhimi would meet 
top Iranian leaders, in-
cluding Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and President Hassan 
Rouhani.

We hope to have 
constructive talks for 
deepening relations be-
tween the two nations, 
said Iran's government 
spokesman Ali Rabiei.

The visit came after 
Iranian foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif 
visited Baghdad over the 
weekend, Zarif's first vis-
it to Iraq since a U.S. air-
strike in January killed a 
top Iranian general, Qa-
ssim Soleimani, outside 
Baghdad's international 
airport. The strike cata-

pulted Iraq to the brink 
of a U.S.-Iran proxy war 
that could have destabi-
lized the Middle East.

In Baghdad, Zarif 
paid a visit to the site 
where Soleimani was 
killed, saying Iran-Iraq 
relations will not be 
shaken despite the gen-
eral's death. Soleimani 
led Iran's expeditionary 
Quds Force and was the 
architect of its regional 
military activities.

A former intelligence 
chief backed by Washing-
ton, al-Kadhimi took office 
in May after he had played 
a significant part for years 
in the war against the Is-
lamic State group, which 

was declared defeated in 
Iraq in 2017.

The Iraqi prime min-
ister had planned a visit 
to Saudi Arabia on Mon-
day, before his trip to 
Tehran, but postponed 
it following news that 
Saudi King Salman was 
admitted to a hospital in 
the capital, Riyadh.

Iran sees Iraq as a 
possible route to bypass 
U.S. sanctions that Presi-
dent Donald Trump re-im-
posed on Tehran in 2018, 
after pulling America out 
of the 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers.

Last year, Iran's ex-
ports to Iraq amount-
ed to nearly USD 9 bil-

lion, the official IRNA 
news agency reported 
Tuesday. It said the two 
nations will discuss in-
creasing that amount to 
USD 20 billion.

Since the outbreak of 
the coronavirus, religious 
tourism between Iraq 
and Iran has stopped. Be-
fore the pandemic, some 
5 million tourists bring-
ing in nearly 5 billion a 
year visited Shiite holy 
sites in the two countries.

Under former dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein, Iraq 
waged an eight-year war 
in the 1980s against Iran, 
a conflict that left nearly 
1 million killed on both 
sides. 

EU nations 
clinch $2.1T 
budget, vi-
rus aid deal 
after 4 days
Brussels, Jul 21 (AP): 
Weary European Union 
leaders finally clinched 
an unprecedented 1.82 
trillion euro (USD 2.1 
trillion) budget and coro-
navirus recovery fund 
early Tuesday, somehow 
finding unity after four 
days and as many nights 
of fighting and wrangling 
over money and power in 
one of their longest sum-
mits ever.

To confront the big-
gest recession in its his-
tory, officials said the EU 
had a consensus on a 750 
billion euro coronavirus 
fund to be sent as loans 
and grants to the coun-
tries hit hardest by the 
virus.

That comes on top of 
the seven-year 1 trillion 
euro EU budget. At first 
the grants were to total 
500 billion euros, but the 
figure was lowered to 
390 billion euros.

"Never before did the 
EU invest in the future 
like this, Belgian Prime 
Minister Sophie Wilmes 
said.

"It is a historic day 
for Europe, said French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron.

Just shy of being the 
longest EU summit in 
history, the 27 leaders all 
huddled back in the main 
room of the Europa cen-
ter and bumped elbows 
and made jokes before 
giving the package the fi-
nal approval.

Deal!," wrote summit 
host Charles Michel on 
Twitter.
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COFFEE BREAK! The Riverdale star, 
Camila Mendes steps out for some coffee 
with a friend.
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ARIES:
You're always talking about manifesting the big stuff, 
but what's standing between where you are now and 
where you want to be? Something to think about, Ari-
es. This phase of your life requires you to stop making 
excuses and get down and dirty with what needs to be 
done. The rewards will be magnificent, we promise. But 
that's not something you're meant to worry about now.
TAURUS:
While there is a voice in your head that's whispering, 
“You can”, there's another that's holding you back 
from taking the next step. Two opposing forces are 
at play, Taurus. Whose demands will you ultimately 
give in to? The cards are pointing towards movement 
and activity. This may have been a period of lull, but 
things are finally getting ready to hit the accelerator 
button.
GEMINI:
This is a time of deep, soulful conversations, of con-
necting with your squad in a way you never have 
before. Skip the small talk and get to the real stuff, 
Gemini. The cards are also talking about the impor-
tance of sharing stories. Listening to your loved ones 
share their struggles will prove to be therapeutic in so 
many ways, and provide you with just the motivation 
you need to slay *your* demons.

CANCER:
There’s a reason certain memories are more distinct in 
our mind's eye than others. Today, the cards are urg-
ing you to explore the unpleasant ones, no matter how 
painful the process. This will help you understand the 
wounds that are still bleeding into the present. Yes, 
we’re talking about inner childhood issues that shape 
us and influence our interactions with the world well 
into adulthood. Without judging what’s coming up, ac-
knowledge the past pain.
LEO:
Prioritise, priorities! Yes, there are deadlines to meet, 
loved ones to check in on, and loaves of banana bread to 
bake, but your laundry basket isn't going to clear itself. 
Let's not get started on the mess that has made a home 
around you. Your word for the day: declutter. It's time 
to let go of the things that are adding to the noise or 
narrating a story of who you used to be, as opposed to 
who you are becoming. As for the things that are pre-
cious to you, find a way to arrange them in a way that 
makes them easy to access. 
VIRGO:
Actions speak louder than words, Virgo. Observe what 
the other person is communicating via their body lan-
guage. If you feel like they're not as invested as they 
used to be, chances are, they're not. You need to stop 

pining for their attention—starting now. Some of you 
may find out there is a third party involved in this equa-
tion.
LIBRA:
The 'always the bridesmaid, never the bride' narrative 
is getting a little old, Libra. It's time to stop comparing 
your journey with that of others, which is only making 
you feel like you've missed your train. The Universe 
wants you to experience divine union in this lifetime, 
and if you haven't as yet, it's because you're being pre-
pared for something magnificent.
SCORPIO:
Playing it by the book has its perks. For starters, it's a 
fail-safe method to achieve your goals and arrive at the 
desired destination. But does it come with the guaran-
tee of growth? Will it challenge you to expand in a new 
direction and push your limits? You already have the 
answer to this one. Today you're being asked to con-
template all the ways in which you have been holding 
yourself back from walking the path of greatness.
SAGITTARIUS:
The cards are painting a picture of chaos and commo-
tion. Things are unlikely to go according to the plan, and 
no, a false sense of optimism will not help you salvage 
the situation. Your killer instinct, however, will. This is 
the week to channel your inner Buddha and act from a 

space of awareness. As you do, become aware of what 
the Universe is showing you.
CAPRICORN:
This is a time of unlearning, Capricorn. Unlearning who 
you were told to be and the false beliefs you have held 
onto since time immemorial. You are experiencing a 
massive awakening, one that is helping you realise you 
are not your body, you are your soul. As a result of this, 
your spiritual beliefs are undergoing a shift too.
AQUARIUS:
This is a time of truth and freedom in the Aquarius HQ. 
You’re growing weary of the costumes that have pro-
vided you with a false sense of security over the years. 
You're yearning to break free from the prison that's 
keeping you from meeting your true self. Unlearning 
the old way of life and bringing forth the gift of accep-
tance is going to be a big game-changer for you.
PISCES:
Set a few minutes aside this morning for a quick body 
scan. Close your eyes and examine your vessel with the 
help of your internal gaze. This will help you become 
aware of the energy blockages, if any. The cards are 
urging you to take stock of your dietary habits. Remem-
ber, food is medicine, and approaching what you put on 
your plate from a holistic perspective will help restore 
balance.

Christopher Nolan's 'Tenet' delayed again
Los Angeles, Jul 21 (PTI): Warner 
Bros has pulled its Christopher No-
lan-directed espionage thriller "Tenet" 
from its release calendar.

The highly-anticipated film was orig-
inally scheduled to debut on July 17, but 
it was pushed back to July 31 and then 
August 12.

According to Variety, the studio is 
looking forward to announce a new re-
lease date "imminently".

"We will share a new 2020 release 
date imminently for Tenet,' Christopher 
Nolan's wholly original and mind-blow-
ing feature.

"Our goals throughout this process 
have been to ensure the highest odds 
of success for our films while also being 
ready to support our theater partners 
with new content as soon as they could 
safely reopen," said Warner Bros chair-
man Toby Emmerich in a statement.

The development came at a time 
when cinema halls across the US are in 
the process of reopening after months 
of coronavirus-induced shutdown.

Emmerich further said they are not 
treating "Tenet" like a "traditional global 
day-and-date release", adding that their 
upcoming marketing and distribution 
plans will reflect so.

The movie features John David 
Washington, Robert Pattinson, Eliza-

beth Debicki, Kenneth Branagh, Aaron 
Taylor-Johnson, Michael Caine, Clem-
ence Poesy, Dimple Kapadia and Himesh 
Patel.

Warner Bros may release the film 
overseas before it opens in the US.

"We're grateful for the support we've 
received from exhibitors and remain 
steadfast in our commitment to the the-
atrical experience around the world, 
Unfortunately, the pandemic continues 
to proliferate, causing us to reevaluate 
our release dates," the senior executive 
said.

Warner Bros also announced that 
"The Conjuring 3" has been postponed 

to June 4, 2021. The eighth entry in the 
studio's horror franchise was slated to 
be released on September 11.

"The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me 
Do It", which was supposed to have 
additional shoots in April, wouldn't be 
ready in time for its target release date.

Other awaited titles from the studio, 
including "Wonder Woman 1984" and 
Denis Villeneuve's "Dune" remake, are 
still on schedule for this year.

While "Wonder Woman 1984" is 
arriving on October 2, "Dune" is eyeing 
December 18 release.

But the dates could be reshuffled if 
the pandemic continues to surge.

HBO begins casting for Game of Thrones' prequel

Los Angeles, Jul 21 (PTI): 
HBO is moving forward with 
the prequel of its mega hit 
Game of Thrones .

The network has begun 
casting for its series, House 
of Dragon , reported Enter-
tainment Weekly.

The project is based on 
George R.R. Martin's Fire 
& Blood book, a history of 
House Targaryen set 300 
years before the events de-

scribed in Game of Thrones 
, which finished its eight sea-
son run in 2019.

Ryan Condal is attached as 
the showrunner along with Mi-
guel Sapochnik, who helmed 
Game of Thrones episodes 
such as The Battle of Bastards 
and the Winds of Winter .

Sapochnik will direct the 
pilot and additional episodes in 
the show. HBO has committed 
to 10 episodes of the series.

Martin's book covers 
150 years and includes the 
rise and fall of many leaders 
in the Westeros but it is not 
clear who has been cast for 
which roles so far.

House of the Dragon re-
places HBO's previously an-
nounced but now scrapped 
prequel project, starring 
Naomi Watts.  BO is plan-
ning House of the Dragon 
for 2022.

Kareena Kapoor Khan, Saif Ali Khan and 
Taimur Ali Khan are moving into a new home

In a recent interview, Saif Ali Khan 
revealed that the Khans are moving 

into a slightly larger apartment in the 
building complex opposite their Band-
ra home. Here's everything you need to 
know about it

Kareena Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali 
Khan have been keeping themselves 
quite busy during the nationwide lock-
down. The duo, who currently reside 
at Fortune Heights in Bandra, a subur-
ban neighbourhood in Mumbai, have 
been spending lots of family time with 
son Taimur Ali Khan over the past few 
weeks. While at home, we've seen the 
stars indulge in everything from at-
home haircuts to gardening and paint-
ing sessions too. Most recently, the Khan 
family was also spotted enjoying an af-
ternoon by the sea at Mumbai's Marine 
Drive. 

Now, with the lockdown beginning 
to ease a little, the Khans have jumped 
into a much larger project: moving out 
of their home. The Bollywood couple 
has been staying connected with fans 
and followers via video chats and inter-
views, and recently, Saif revealed in an 
interview that there's a reason why he's 
been steeping out of his home more often 
than usual of late. Turns out, the family 
has bought a slightly larger apartment 

in the building com-
plex across the street 
from Fortune Heights. 
“Our new home is be-
ing renovated, which is 
why I hop across to see 
how things are coming 
along and not because 
I feel cooped in. I’m en-
joying this time with 
my family,” he said.

Saif Ali Khan also 
shared that the rest 
of his family is also 
following all social distancing norms, 
and he's been able to visit them ev-
ery now and then. “My sister Soha 
[Ali Khan] and her husband Kunal 
[Kemmu] come over sometimes, as 
do my kids Sara [Ali Khan] and Ibra-
him [Ali Khan] .My other sister, Saba 
[Ali Khan], too, has moved to Mum-
bai.” However, Saif Ali Khan's moth-
er Sharmila Tagore is currently in 
the capital. “Only, my mother is in a 
rented apartment in Delhi because the 
lockdown happened while she was do-
ing up her place. So now, even she is over-
seeing the renovation work there. She is a 
real trooper and never complains.”

During the chat, the Jawaani 
Jaaneman star also revealed that he has 

taken up cooking while in lockdown and 
has been enjoying whipping up dishes 
for Kareena Kapoor Khan and Taimur 
Ali Khan. So far, Saif has tried his hand 
at Asian fish, roast chicken and Chinese. 
All recipes have been handpicked by his 
wife. “It’s ironical that when I was play-
ing chef on screen, I didn’t cook much. 
Now, I enjoy it and everyone enjoys my 
meals.”

What's this new way of living taught 
Saif Ali Khan? The actor, who seems 
to have always enjoyed his annual va-
cations in Gstaad and London said, “I 
have never been a maniac shopper and 
while vacations are important to one’s 
well-being, some extravaganzas we can 
do without. That’s a lesson the lock-
down has taught me.”

Zack Snyder breaks silence on Robert Pattinson taking over as Batman from Ben Affleck
Filmmaker Zack Snyder has expressed 
his excitement for Robert Pattinson and 
Matt Reeves taking over the Batman 
franchise from him and Ben Affleck.

Director Zack Snyder, who is work-
ing on his cut of Justice League during 
quarantine, has said that he hasn’t seen 
the theatrical version of the film, and is 
very excited for Robert Pattinson and 
filmmaker Matt Reeves taking over Bat-
man.

“You look at what Matt’s doing with 
Batman,” he told Beyond the Trailer in a 
new interview, and added, “And by the 
way I’m super excited about that; I think 
he’s an amazing filmmaker and I think 
it’s going to be great. And Robert’s cool, 
I just think it’s great. I’m a fan, so I’m ex-

cited.”
Snyder confirmed that he hasn’t seen 

the theatrical version of Justice League, 
a film that he is credited for having di-
rected. Snyder was forced to depart 
the project because of a family tragedy, 
and was replaced by Joss Whedon (The 
Avengers). HBO Max afforded Snyder a 
shot at finishing his cut of the film, fol-
lowing sustained fan demand.

He continued, “I think really the big 
pressure on me is just for it [Justice 
League] to be exactly true to itself. And 
I know that sounds obvious but we as 
storytellers and as filmmakers a lot of 
times there’s a lot of different powers 
that push and move and change what 
you’re doing as you’re doing it. But I 

think with this process and this proj-
ect, it really is an amazing opportunity 
just to, and what I think the fans want, 
is just a very pure and exact version of 
the movie.”

He said that his three films in the DC 
Extended Universe exist in a vacuum. 
“Frankly, the DC cinematic universe has 
branched like a tree and blossomed and 
grown in amazing and great ways. But 
for me, where [Justice League] falls, I be-
lieve that it really sort of represents its 
own path. It’s kind of separate now from 
the DC cinematic universe continuity. 
And I think that’s a good thing,” he said.

Both Reeves’ Batman and Snyder’s 
Justice League are slated for a 2021 re-
lease.


