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POCSO accused
Govt Teacher placed
under suspension

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:
ubhendu Nath, a graduate teacher at Namchi

Senior Secondary School, was placed under sus-
pension by the Human Resource Development De-
partment today following his arrest and detention
for more than 48hours in a Protection Of Children
from Sexual Offences Act.

The accused teacher was taken into custody on
08 May 2019 following allegations for which he
was booked under the POCSO Act.

The HRDD order on his suspension explains
that the teacher in question was placed under sus-
pension in terms of Rule 8(a) of SGS (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules 1985 and shall remain suspended
until further orders.

The HRDD order further directs that during the
period of his suspension, the suspended teacher
will report to the office of the Additional Director,
HRDD (South), and shall not leave the headquar-
ters without obtaining prior permission of the Ad-

STATE DAY MESSAGE FROM CM
Let’s celebrate 25
Exceptional Milestones
on State Day: CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:

hief Minister, Pawan Chamling, has greeted the peo-

ple of Sikkim on the occasion of the 44th State Day.

“While we celebrate the State Day, it is my plea-
sure to reflect on the tremendous improvement
we achieved in wide ranging sectors including
Education and Health. In fact, I seek to celebrate
our unique footprints under the broadly defined
“25 Exceptional Milestones” achieved during the
25 years of Sikkim Democratic Front government
since 12 Dec, 1994. This has been possible due
to our deep commitment and hard work and for
the intensely innovative and imaginative devel-
opment programs that we embarked upon during
these years,” the CM has said.

The CM goes on to recall the state’s achievements
invarious sectors under the 25 Exceptional Milestones.

“Fellow citizens, these are only some of the
historical achievements we accomplished during

the last 25 years. There are still more to be done so-
cially, economically, educationally and culturally so
that the aspirations of our forefathers are fully met
and their decision to join the Indian mainstream are
fully respected and vindicated,” he states.

The CM has congratulated all voters for ex-
ercising their franchise in the recently held Lok
Sabha and Parliamentary elections. He has also con-
gratulated all the Awardees under different catego-
ries to be awarded on the occasion of State Day.

“Fellow Sikkimese, based on the democratic
tradition of this great Nation and our unrelenting
commitment, let us renew our determination and
efforts to take Sikkim to greater heights and glo-
ry. At the same time, let us continue to promote
peace, harmony and brotherhood for which the
State is well known across the region and the na-
tion at large,” the CM has said.

The 25 Exceptional Milestones are as follows:

1. The SDF Government has fully restored
democracy and firmly established rule of law.
There is complete freedom of expression and free-
dom of movement and there is not a single case
pending against any political adversary and not a
single political prisoner.

2. During the last 25 years, there is com-
plete peace and security and Sikkim is today the
most peaceful State in India. There is no commu-
nal strife, no crime and terrorism and Sikkim is
truly transformed into an oasis of peace.

3.  During the last 25 years, people have
consistently remained the masters of their desti-
ny. In all spheres of socio-economic activities like
employment, panchayati raj, municipalities and
State assembly, the people of Sikkim are leading
by exceptional example.

4.  Complete protection and equal treatment
of all sections of communities in Sikkim through
provision of seat reservation in panchayats, high-
er studies etc. No one is outside the purview of
reservation;

5.  Complete protection and safeguard of
Sikkim Subject document, Rule 4.4 and all old
laws as per safeguards provided under Article 371
(F) of the Indian Constitution;

6.  Sikkim is the only State in India where
Basic Minimum Needs of people are fully ad-
dressed. Sikkim is the first Hunger & Poverty free
State; the first State to provide Free Housing to all
and which is fully covered by clean drinking water
supply, electricity, roads, education and health;

7.  Sikkim is the first State to allocate 70 %
budget under Rural Development. Ever since the
formation of SDF Government in 1994, seventy
percent of plan budget is earmarked for rural
development; turn to pg02
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SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:

rban Development &

Housing Department
[UDHD] began the dis-
mantling process of the
seven-storied Star Cine-
ma Hall Building here in

New Market, MG Marg on
Wednesday afternoon.
However, except for one
shop, the department
could not continue with
the dismantling process
following protest from
tenants and shop owners

in the complex.

It has to be men-
tioned here that UDHD
issued a public notice
on 08 May 2019 regard-
ing the demolition of the
said building on 15 May.
Following the same, a

team of UDHD officials
reached Star Hall building
this afternoon with a dis-
mantling team but faced
a strong protest from ten-
ants and shop owners of
Star Hall complex.

turn to pg02

ditional Director, HRDD (South).

The offence in question was allegedly com-
mitted during a tuition class that the government
teacher conducts in the evenings. There is also a
standing order of the HRDD issued in the year 2016
which explicitly forbids government teachers from
taking tuition classes in private coaching centres, edu-
cation societies etc. The accused teaches mathematics.

Former PNGS Pr1nc1pal Miss thchle passesaway

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:

sabelle M. Ritchie,

who headed the Paljor
Namgyal Girls’ School
as Principal for 30 years
since 1966 passed away
on 14 May, 2019, a press
release informs.

“On receipt of her
sad demise, immediate-
ly school flag was flown
at half-mast as a sign of
mourning and PNG Fam-
ily assembled for special
prayer assembly and fol-
lowed by two minute si-
lence to pay homage to
her dedicated life for PNG
School,” the release states.

Ms Ritchie was born
at Dunfermline, Scotland,
in a humble background
and had a burning desire

to work in the field of ed-
ucation. She worked for
10 years in Wilson Col-
lege, Mumbai, before she
was called upon to join
as Principal of the Paljor
Namgyal Girls’ School

by Scottish Mission after
Miss Martha Hamilton
retired as the Principal,
the release mentions.
During her tenure
of 30 years as Principal,

contribution in many ac-
tivities of the School, the
noteworthy being open-
ing of a special course for
differently-abled children
in 1981 for which she was

ish Empire in 1982. She is
also credited with intro-
ducing Girls’ Guide and
NCC in the school. She left
in the year 1996.

Even after she left

ited the school when
she came to Sikkim from
time to time.

She passed away on
14 May, 2019 at her na-
tive place Dunfermline,

she made tremendous

awarded the Order of Brit-

for her country, she vis-

Scotland, UK.

Hamro Chahri to build ashram
for Sikkimese in Mumbai

SHRAVAN CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 15 MAY:

meet and greet ‘bhet-

ghat’ programme
was organized here at
Nepali Sahitya Parishad
Bhawan by Basi Biya-
lo today. The event was
attended by delegates
of Hamro Chahri, Sakul
Singh Rai, Swastika Chettri
and Kamal Singh from
Mumbai, along with other
members of Basi Biyalo.

Hamro Chahri is
an offshoot of Basi Bi-
yalo and an initiative
launched in Mumbai
which focuses on solv-
ing personal and social
issues for the people of
Sikkim and neighbour-

ing hills who are resid-
ing in Mumbai.
Addressing the gath-

ering, Swastika Chettri
said, “Cities like Delhi
and Kolkata have a bha-
wan for people of Sik-
kim and neighbouring
hills, but being one of
the biggest cities, Mum-
bai doesn’t have one and
people face various prob-
lems there. We have been
helping people from Sik-
kim and other areas for
a long time and we have
planned to construct an
ashram for the needy

ones there in Mumbai.”
Speaking further she

said, “The construction
turn to pg02

In unprecedented action, EC curtails West
Bengal campalgmng after Kolkata violence

NEw DELHI, MAY 15 (PTI): In the
first such action in India’s electoral
history, the Election Commission
on Wednesday ordered campaign-
ing in nine West Bengal constitu-
encies to end at 10 PM on Thurs-
day, a day before its scheduled
deadline, in the wake of violence
between BJP and TMC workers in
Kolkata. In a hurriedly-convened
press conference, Deputy Election
Commissioner Chandra Bhushan
Kumar said it was for the first
time that such an action has been
taken using constitutional pow-
ers of the poll panel.

The Election Commission (EC)
also ordered the removal of Prin-
cipal Secretary (Home) Atri Bhat-
tacharya and Additional Director
General, CID, Rajiv Kumar from
their postings in West Bengal.

The EC’s action came a day
after parts of Kolkata witnessed
wide-spread violence during BJP
president Amit Shah’s massive
road show in Kolkata. A bust of
19th century Bengali icon Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar was also van-
dalised during the violence,

“This is for the first time such a
measure has been taken using the
EC’s constitutional powers. But
this is not going to be the last,” Ku-

mar said, referring to curtailment
of campaigning period.

The EC also expressed “deep
anguish” over the vandalisation of
the bust and hope that the culprits
will be arrested soon.

The EC invoked Article 324 of
the Constitution to curtail the cam-
paigning for the last phase of the
election on May 19.

The constituencies where cam-
paigning has been curtailed are
-- Dum Dum, Barasat, Basirhat,
Jaynagar, Mathurapur, Diamond
Harbour, Jadavpur, Kolkata Dak-
shin and Kolkata Uttar.

The order on curtailment of
the campaigning was signed by
Chief Election Commissioner Sunil
Arora and fellow commissioners

Ashok Lavasa and Sushil Chandra.
The vandalisation of Vidy-
asagar’s bust and clashes during
Shah’s road show in Kolkata on
Tuesday triggered a fierce blame
game between BJP and the Trin-
amool Congress. Shah, at a press
conference here, alleged that Ma-
mata Banerjee’s TMC was involved
in vandalising the bust and unleash-
ing violence during his roadshow
in Kolkata on Tuesday as part of a
“conspiracy” to blame the BJP.

On its part, the TMC released
videos to claim that “BJP goons”
damaged the statue of Vidyasagar
and said the videos not only estab-
lish what the saffron party did, but
proved that Shah is a “liar” and a
“dhokebaaz” (betrayer).
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MUSS Golden Jubilee Car Rally

from Ravangla to Pakyong
"IUE‘“ =

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAYy:

he second phase of

Golden Jubilee Car
Rally commemorating 50
years of Manav Dharma
propagation in Sikkim
culminated at Pakyong,
East Sikkim on Sunday,
a press release informs.
The Car Rally flagged off
from Ravangla, South
Sikkim on Saturday was
led by Sadhvi Mahat-
ma Akhilesh Baiji, Ma-
nav Uthan Sewa Samiti
(MUSS) Incharge for
North East region.

A similar two-day Car
Rally was organized from
Melli, South Sikkim to
Daramdin in West Sikkim
in the month of February.

The second Car Rally
flagged off from Ravangla
Bazaar on Saturday cov-
ered Rayong, Damthang,
Namchi, Bhanjyang,
Namthang before making

a halt at Rangpo. The Car
Rally covered Rorathang,
Rhenock, Rongli and Ma-
chong before culminat-
ing at Pakyong Bazaar on
day two.

During the Rally, the
Sadhvis addressed peo-

ple at different places
and appealed to them to
adopt Manav Dharma for
the betterment of mankind.

The Car Rally is
aimed at spreading this
message of Satpalji Ma-
haraj, the founder of

MUSS among the masses,
informed Sadhvis during
their address to the peo-
ple during the course of
the rally.

Satpalji Maharaj and
his mother Mata Rajes-
hwari Devi started

- E
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preaching Manav Dhar-
ma in Sikkim and Dar-
jeeling Hills in the 70s.
Today there are lakhs
of people following the
path of Manav Dharma
in these regions, the re-
lease mentions.

Consumer Affairs Secy
meets State Govt officials

GANGTOK, 15 MAy (IPR):

Secretary, Consumer
Affairs, Government of
India, Avinash Srivastay,
met with Chief Secretary
AK Shrivastava today and
was briefed about the var-
ious ongoing projects of

the Government of India.
Secretary, Food & Civ-
il Supplies Department,
Sarala Rai, also placed dif-
ferent proposals with him
during the meeting. Mr
Srivastav assured to con-
sider the proposals.

SPCC greets Sikkim on State Day

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 16 MAY:
Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee has
extended best wishes to
the people of Sikkim on
the occasion of State Day.

“Forty-four years
have gone by since Sik-
kim became India’s 22nd
state on 16 May, 1975,
ending more than 300
years of monarchy, and
having been assisted by
the government of India
to realise the democratic
aspirations of the people
of Sikkim,” an SPCC press
release recalls.

The release, after de-
tailing the events leading
to the merger and re-
counting the aspirations
of the people and com-

mitments of the Govern-
ment of India, stresses
that the ethnic Sikkimese
“must get their due rights
as enshrined in the Con-
stitution and the SPCC
is strongly committed to
realising this.”

“However, this
does not mean that the
non-Sikkimese commu-
nities are totally exclud-
ed. The other non-ethnic
communities  residing
in Sikkim also deserve
their rights as citizens of
this country, within the
ambit of the country’s
constitution,” the re-
lease states while add-
ing that “uncontrolled
and/or illegal influx is a
serious issue that needs
to be checked.”

Ty Burrell to star in animated
family comedy ‘Duncanville’

Los ANGELES, MAy 9
(PTI): “Modern Family”
star Ty Burrell is set to
feature in animated fami-
ly comedy, “Duncanville”.
The show from Fox
already has Amy Poehler
on board, who will also
serve as executive pro-
ducer on the project with
her Paper Kite Produc-
tions. According to Dead-
line, Burrell is cast as
series regular opposite
Poehler. The show cen-
tres around an average
15-year-old boy Duncan
(voiced by Poehler) with
arich fantasy life, and the
people in his world.
Burrell will lend his
voice to Duncan’s fa-
ther and husband to
Annie (also voiced by
Poehler), Jack. He is a
classic-rock-obsessed
plumber who is deter-
mined to be a better dad
than the one he had. An-

nie is a parking enforce-
ment officer who dreams
of someday being a de-
tective, lives in perpetual
fear that her teenage son
is one bad decision away
from ruining his life and
will do anything to stop
him from doing so.

“The Simpsons” al-
ums Mike Scully and his
wife Julie Scully are the
creators and are writing
the script.

Dave Becky of 3 Arts
Entertainment is also
attached to executive
producer. Already an-
nounced as part of the
recurring cast are Rashi-
da Jones and Wiz Khalifa.
Additional casting will be
announced soon.

Twentieth  Century
Fox Television and Uni-
versal Television are
producing. The show is
slated to air during the
2019-20 season.

North holds second round
briefing on counting of votes

MANGAN, 15 May (IPR):
The second round brief-
ing on Counting of Votes
to the Officers who have
been entrusted with
counting task was held
at conference hall of Dis-
trict Administrative Cen-
tre, Mangan today.

The District Election
Officer (DEO)-cum-Dis-
trict Magistrate, Raj Ya-
dav chaired the meeting
and briefed the gathering
about the counting pro-
cess involving Counting
Supervisor (CS), Counting
Agents (CA) and Micro-Ob-
servers (MO). The DEO told
the counting officers to be
more cautious and there
will be no room for error
during counting of votes.
He also urged all count-
ing officers to co-operate
and maintain the decorum
during the day of counting.

Present in the meeting
were, Sr Superintendent
of Police, Kunzang Dor-
jee Shangderpa, North,
Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Samdup Bhutia, Mangan,
Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate, Mahesh Sharma,
Kabi, Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate, Subash Ghimire,
Chungthang,  Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate, Norbu
Tshering Bhutia, Dzongu,
Kabi, Under Secretary,
Santosh Pradhan, Elec-
tion Department and the
officials vested with the
task of vote counting.

The EVMs will be
taken out at 7:30 am
from strong room in the
presence of all political
parties and Counting of
votes pertaining to As-
sembly Constituencies i.e.
29-Kabi-Lungchok, 30-Dz-
ongu, 31-Lachen-Mangan,
32-Sangha and no. 1-Sik-
kim Parliamentary constit-
uency will take place from
8:00am on 23 May in hall
no. 1and hall no. 2 at Strong
Rooms, District Adminis-
trative Centre, Mangan.

The Postal Ballot will
be counted first. There
will be twelve counting
tables, six each for Parlia-
mentary and State Legis-
lative Assembly.

Counting of votes
pertaining to assembly
segments of Sikkim par-
liamentary constituency
and assembly constitu-
encies shall be done in
hall no. 1 and hall no. 2
respectively.

Each candidate shall
be allowed to appoint
8 numbers of counting
agents; 6 for counting

table + one postal ballot
table + one for compu-
tation or returning offi-
cer table to witness the
counting process for As-
sembly Constituencies.

Similarly, each can-
didate shall be allowed
to appoint 7 numbers
of counting agents; 6 for
counting table + 1 for
computation or returning
officer table for parlia-
mentary constituencies.

All  such counting
agents have to appoint
under law, in Form-18
before 20 May. Photo ID
cards will be issued to
all counting agents by
the returning officer and
without photo ID cards
they shall be denied en-
try into the counting hall.

SP  North briefed
about the security arrange-
ments of the counting day.
Identification Cards will be
needed to enter the DAC.
The venue for parking place
of vehicles of belonging to
the political parties will
take place in Mangan Public
Ground. A vehicle pass will
be given to vehicles granted
by the Election department
and only the vehicles with
those pass will be allowed
inside the DAC for pick
and drop.

To ensure tight secu-
rity arrangements 100
meter periphery around
a counting premise /
campus should be de-
marcated as “pedestrian
Zone”. No vehicle shall be
allowed within this pe-
rimeter accept for official
vehicles of ECI Observ-
ers; RO/AROs and SSP/
District Police Officers
for law and order reason.

Three tier cordoning
system should be set up in
all counting centers to pre-
vent entry of unauthorized
persons inside the counting
center. The first or outer
cordon shall be at the start
of the pedestrian zone and
it shall be manned by the
state police force.

Identity of persons
wanting to in has to be
established at this stage.
The second or middle
cordon shall be atthe gate
of the counting prem-

ise/campus and it shall
be manned by the state
armed police. Proper
frisking should be made
by the state police force
personnel only to ensure
that no prohibited items
like match box, arms etc.
are carried inside. Wom-
en shall be frisked only by
women police personnel/
women home guards. The
forces responsible for en-
forcing second cordon shall
also ensure that no one is
loitering outside the count-
ing halls and using mobile
phones or other com-
munication  equipments.
The third or inner cordon
shall be at the door of the
counting hall. This will be
manned by central armed
police forces. There will be
frisking arrangements at
this stage too to ensure that
no mobile phones and other
prohibited items are carried
inside the counting hall.

Observers of the ECI
are allowed to carry
their mobile phone in-
side the counting center
and DEO/RO is allowed
to use his mobile phone
from designated rooms
at the counting center.

The persons allowed
in the counting hall are;
counting supervisors/as-
sistance and micro observ-
ers, Persons authorized
by the ECI and observers,
Public servants on duty in
connection with the elec-
tion and candidates, their
election agents and count-
ing agents.

During the meeting,
it was also informed that
the Additional Returning
Officer (ARO) and Return-
ing Officer (RO) will be
in-charge of all the opera-
tions on the Counting day.
The decision made by the
Returning Officer (RO)
will be final on the count-
ing day. The ARO and RO
will be there to address
any confusion concerning
the counting process.

The DEO informed
everyone that the results
of VVPAT slips will pre-
vail if the number of vote
tallies between VVPAT
machine and Control
Unit does not match.

Let’s celebrate...

8. The SDF Government has
achieved great success to fulfill many
of the pending political demands of the
people of Sikkim which include- im-
plementation of Mandal Commission
Report in Sikkim on 12.12.1994; Sanya-
sis and Thamis given OBC status on
06.12.1999; Jogi and Dewan given OBC
status on 04.04.2000; Bahun, Chhetri
and Newar communities recognized
as OBC at state level on 22.09.2003;
Sikkim became 8th Member of North
Eastern Council on 23.12.2002; Limboo
& Tamang communities recognized as
STs on 05.04.2003; Lepcha recognized
as Primitive Tribe on 26.02.2005; Cen-
tral Income Tax exemption secured for
domiciled Sikkimese people with ef-
fect from 10.05.2008; Nathu-La Trade
route reopened for trade on 06.07.2006
which had been closed for 44 years;
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra commenced
through Nathu-La on 18.06.2015;

9.  Sikkim- the first State to un-
dertake social measures and introduce
comprehensive safety net for senior cit-
izens, differently-abled etc;

10. Sikkim- first State to success-
fully initiate empowerment of women
at all levels;

11. Sikkim Democratic Front
government brought about Indus-
trialization in Sikkim by framing the
first Industrial Policy on 18.12.1996.
As a result, there are more than 50
pharma units in Sikkim, over 20 hy-
dropower projects and many educa-
tional institutions in Sikkim;

12. Sikkim achieved Energy Se-
curity through hydro-power gener-
ation by utilizing the 8000 MW hy-
dro-potential of the State. The State
Government is earning good revenue
annually from its hydro power proj-
ects and will earn more when all the
ongoing hydro projects are commis-
sioned in the State;

13. Sikkim is the only state with
Environment-friendly policies since
1994; consequently forest area has
increased by over 4 percent;

14. Sikkim has become the First
Organic State in the country and the
world. The name and fame of Sikkim
has traveled far and wide fetching
premium price for the organical-
ly-grown agriculture products;

15. All Dialects/languages spo-
ken by local population have been
recognized as State Languages, duly
reviving the dying linguistic heri-
tage of Sikkim. On April 3, 1995 the
State Government recognized Ta-
mang, Gurung, Rai, Sherpa, Mangar
and Newar as State Languages and

Hamro Chahri...

of the ashram along with the registration
of the organization is supposed to happen
by August this year. We have got support
from the neighbouring hills and we hope

UDHD begins...

Soon, SDM Gangtok and other officials
from the District Administration and
Police team also came to the spot.

Speaking to media persons, ag-
grieved tenants and shopkeepers ar-
gued that they should be relocated to
an alternate location before the demo-
lition process is started. It is informed
that 25 families and three shops are
presently in the Star Hall complex.

“We are here in this complex for
more than 60 years now, how can they
remove us to dismantle the property by
giving a few days’ notice?” they said.

It may be mentioned that other fam-
ilies who were residing in the property
have been relocated to Arithang. To-
day’s protestors, however, said that the
four buildings provided by the depart-
ment in Arithang have already been
occupied by people from other parts
of the State and all families from Star
Hall cannot be accommodated in those
buildings. They also alleged that flats in
those buildings are of inferior quality
and size of house is smaller than the
ones in Star Hall complex.

They alleged that UDHD had prom-
ised proper rehabilitation by giving
them the same size house in proper
location before starting the disman-
tling process. They further alleged
that the department never consult-
ed or took them into confidence
regarding their rehabilitation but was
only threatening to dismantle the prop-
erty since many years.

After a lengthy discussion, SDM
Gangtok said that the department will
open the seal of the building to allow
shop owners to take their belongings
from the shop otherwise the depart-
ment would make inventory of items
in the shops and take them to their
godown. On the same, the protestors
said that they do not have any problem
with this process of making inventory

later on October 15, 1996, Sunuwar
language was also recognized as
State Languages.

16. Youth Centric government
with Youth First policy giving free
education; capacity building; start-
up program; local employment un-
der the One Family One Job scheme;

17. Sikkim- a Secular State in
the true sense of the term. Every re-
ligious faith and belief is respected
and honoured in the state and fully
patronized by the state government
to address all needs and require-
ment of religious institutions;

18. Sikkim recorded increase
in Life Expectancy by over 11 years.
This is the most solid indicator of
development that is made possible
by the prevailing peace, security and
happiness among people;

19. Sikkim 1is surrounded by
three international borders and
shares national border with the
state of West Bengal. Sikkim has
been successful to maintain cordial
relationship with bordering district
of the neighboring Indian State and
all the neighboring countries;

20. Sikkim has recorded the
highest Growth Rate in India re-
cording annual growth rate of upto
22 percent growth which is the best
in the country. The annual GSDP in-
crease is over 5454 percentage;

21. The first Airport in Sikkim
at Pakyong was inaugurated on Sep-
tember 24,2018 by duly introducing
Sikkim in the air map. First Sikkim
Tourism Policy was drafted in 2010;

22. Sikkim the only State to de-
velop/construct Char Dham, Statue
of Guru Rinpoche, Buddha Park and
Chen Rejig, Limbu Study Centre,
Bhanubhakta Study Centre, statue
Shrijunga and statue of Bhagwan
Parsuram besides huge array of re-
ligious sites and religious centres;

23. State-of-the-art  Tashiling
Secretariat; State-of-the-art New
STNM Hospital have been construct-
ed in Sikkim;

24. As against only one College
in 1994, today Sikkim has a total of
28 colleges and 07 universities in the
state;

25. Sikkim developed into ful-
ly Welfare State in the true sense
of the term by putting in place ad-
equate safety net for the weaker
and deprived section of population,
through a large number of welfare
schemes to cover all people includ-
ing students, women, differently
abled and senior citizens

for the same from the people of Sikkim.”

The delegates are on a fifteen-day
schedule organizing forums around
Sikkim and neighbouring hills.

and taking belongings but demolition
should be stopped.

They asserted that the matter of
relocation should be settled before the
demolition begins and the notice period
should be longer. They also questioned
the demolition being initiated while the
model code of conduct period is on.

After opening the seal, UDHD offi-
cials started visiting the sealed shop
to make a list of the items in the shop
while hoardings and boards of different
shops were removed from the wall. In
the meantime, workers also dismantled
a shop in the complex with the consent
of the shop owner but they did not pro-
ceed further following the protest from
other tenants and shop owners.

The public notice issued by UDHD
on 08 May 2019 stated that the seven
storied Star Cinema Hall Building was
constructed during 1960’s and as per
the technical report submitted by the
head of Department of Engineering,
Jadavpur University and also authenti-
cated by the Authorised Committee of
Officers constituted by the Building &
Housing Department, government of
Sikkim, it has been advised to replace
the building with control dismantle
from repair feasibility consideration as
the building has been declared unsafe
for human habitation and dangerous to
human lives and properties.

“And, whereas in order to prevent
any loss of life and properties and oth-
er collateral damages, the department
has decided to demolish the said seven
storied Star Cinema Hall on 15 May 2019
by adopting all necessary procedures as
per the law-in-force. Therefore, in order
to ensure safety and as a precautionary
measure, the general public is hereby
informed/directed to maintain optimal
diligence/care and refrain from using/
entering or occupying the Star Cinema
hall building,” the notice states.
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Golay greets
Sikkim on
State Day

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAY:
ikkim Krantikari

Morcha president,
PS Tamang [Golay], has
conveyed best wishes to
the people of Sikkim on
the occasion of the 44th
State Day of Sikkim.

While reiterating that
the people of Sikkim feel
proud to be a part of the
Indian Union, Mr Tamang
has further expressed
gratitude towards the
country for having pro-
vided special safeguards
to the State through Arti-
cle 371F.

In his message, Mr
Tamang also goes on to
allege that despite re-
ceiving a sizeable annu-
al budget, development
here has not been sat-
isfactory due to poor fi-
nancial management. He
blames this on the pres-
ent government and goes
on to contend that a new
government in Sikkim
would deliver justice to
the people.

National
Dengue Day
observed
in Dikchu

SUMMIT REPORT
MANGAN, 15 MAy:

SS volunteers of Govt

Senior  Secondary
School, Dikchu, observed
National Dengue Day in
collaboration with Na-
tional Vector Borne
Disease Control Pro-
gram, District Hospital,
Mangan, today.

Renuka Pradhan
sensitised the gathering
about the symptoms and
how to prevent Dengue,
while Program Officer,
Arjun Pradhan, spoke on
preventive measures.

The NSS volunteers,
led by Abhishek Chettri,
also performed a short
skit on dengue at Dikchu
bazar followed by NSS
Chief Prefect, Tikaram
Sunwar, presenting a
self-composed song.

A rally, participated in
by more than a hundred
NSS volunteers was also
taken out from Dikchu
Bazar to the PHC Dikchu.

In morning assembly,
NSS volunteer, Sanjana
Bega, delivered a short
speech on National Den-
gue Day. The programme
was also attended by
ASHA PHC, Dikchu, Pas-
sang Lhamu Lepcha and
Bed Maya Sharma.

WWW.summit-
times.com

Take pride in Sikkim'’s progress,

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:
overnor of Sikkim,

Ganga Prasad has ex-
tended warm greetings
and good wishes to the
people of Sikkim on the
occasion of State Day
2019, a Raj Bhavan press
release informs.

In his message to the
people of Sikkim, the
Governor has said, “I con-
vey my felicitations and
best wishes to the people
of Sikkim on this historic
day, which we celebrate
as the State Day. The
state of Sikkim became
a part of the largest de-
mocracy of the world
on 16 May, 1975. The
journey so far has been
fruitful and fulfilling.

Despite having geo-
graphical and connectiv-
ity constraints, Sikkim
has managed to emerge

as one of the best all-
round performing States
in the country within
four and half decades
of becoming a part of
the Indian union. Today,
Sikkim stands tall and is
working with even more
zeal and enthusiasm to
emerge as a model state
in the country.

The State Day is a
joyous occasion when
we recall with pride,
enthusiasm and satis-
faction, the multifarious
and significant achieve-
ments made by the
State during the past
years. It is a day for in-
trospection as to what
we have achieved so far
and to evolve a strate-
gy to achieve our much
desired status of a pros-
perous and advanced
State for a secured
tomorrow. We have

to look back and take
pride in the progress we
have made. This can be
attributed to the collec-
tive effort of Sikkimese
people.

On this auspicious
day, let us also remember
our leaders who were the
architects in ushering de-
mocracy in the State and
those who strived hard
to create an environment
that reflected the aspira-
tions and the identity of
the people of Sikkim. We

have to fulfill the dreams
envisioned by our found-
ing leaders by making
an agenda for the future.
It should be an outline
that helps the people of
Sikkim to constructively
and positively contribute
to the growth and devel-
opment of this beautiful
Himalayan Organic State
and also contribute to the
process of Nation build-
ing, at the same time.
Sikkim is a true ex-
ample of national unity,
integrity and patriotism.
Since the past few de-
cades, the tiny Himalayan
state has seen a major
transformation, rang-
ing from agriculture,
tourism, health, educa-
tion, mode of commu-
nications (air and road
connectivity) and other
key sectors. Sikkim has
been able to make its

says Governor on State Day

presence felt not only in
the country but also in
the outside world.

[ appeal to the stu-
dents, youth, women,
farmers and workers of
the State to be creative
and open to the new op-
portunities provided by
the Government. There
are plenty of opportu-
nities, which must be
harnessed.

On this happy occa-
sion, I once again extend
my greetings to the peo-
ple for their personal
well-being,  happiness.
Let us work in unison to
take Sikkim to greater
heights of progress and
prosperity. [ congratu-
late all the award win-
ners. May your success
today inspire others to
work hard and contrib-
ute more towards Nation
building.”

Free Stem Cell Therapy OPD
in Gangtoknext month

SUNAKSHI SUBEDI/
HISSEY LHAMU BHUTIA
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:

euroGen Brain &

Spine Institute, Navi
Mumbai, Maharashtra,
has announced plans
to organize a free Stem
Cell Therapy OPD con-
sultation camp on 02
June in Gangtok.

The Institute is orga-
nizing the camp for the
first time in Sikkim and
it is aimed t address pa-
tients with neurological
disorders in the North
East Region.

Addressing a press
conference here this eve-
ning, Head of Surgical
Service Neurogen Brain
and Spine Institute, Dr
Richa Bansod, explained,
“Stem Cell Therapy is an
easy one week procedure
which includes rehabili-
tation after surgery. This
therapy has recorded
positive outcome in pa-
tients. They are able to
walk, do things naturally

without any support. Af-
ter the therapy their life
span also increases.”

She added that 09
to 75 years old patients
can undergo this treat-
ment which is offered
only at the institute in
Navi Mumbai.

The press conference
was also addressed by
21-year-old  Shrabana
from Silliguri, who is suf-
fering from Cerebral Pal-
sy and underwent stem
cell therapy.

“We came to know
about this therapy from
the internet and immedi-
ately took our daughter
for the treatment. She
could not eat, walk or sit
by herself and needed
help and support but af-
ter this therapy she has
improved and now she
can walk sit and eat with-

out help,” Shrabana’s
mother, Ms Pushpita
shared.

NeuroGen public re-
lations incharge, Push-

kala Scaria informed
that NeuroGen Brain
and Spine Institute has
treated over 8,000 pa-
tients from 60 different
countries. It is informed
that in the process of
the treatment stem cells
was taken from the pa-
tient’s own bone marrow
with the help of a needle
which is processed for
six hours and later inject-
ed back in their spinal
fluid after processing.
It is added that for the
treatment a patients has
to go through 7 day treat-
ment which is residential
treatment.

“This camp is being
organized to facilitate the
patients as NeuroGen un-
derstands that patients
with spinal cord injury,
muscular dystropy, au-
tism, cerebral palsy
and others travelling is
extremely difficult all
the way to Mumbai for
just consultation,” she
explained.

Yangyang BAC organizes menstrual hyglene awareness

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 15 MAy:
daylong  sensitiza-
tion program on

menstrual hygiene was
organized by Yangyang
BAC in association with
ESS India on 13 and 14
May at Lingmoo Senior
Secondary School and
Yangyang Senior Second-
ary School respectively.
Students from nearby

Junior High Schools and
Secondary Schools also
attended the sessions.

The program was
addressed by the BDO,
Kishore Thapa, AD, CB
Dahal and the respec-
tive school principals.
The team talked about
menstrual hygiene and
solid waste management
while the BDO-Yangang
urged students to share

the knowledge received
today with people of the
village to help female
members of society.

The main idea behind
organizing the meeting
was to create wider
awareness and break
the myths and taboos
regarding menstruation
along with informing
the girls about environ-
ment-friendly alterna-

tives to the traditional
sanitary pads.

The ESS members
also shared tips on how
to avoid various health
issues that can occur due
to continuous use of san-
itary pads.

The awareness pro-
gram was well received
by the audience which
included students of both
genders and teachers.

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Fully furnished, 3 Bedroom
tlat available for rent at
Church Road, Near Diesel

Power House.

located by the roadside and
a d-minute walk from M.G.
Marg. Suitable for Coporate

Office and Guest House.

For further details please
Contact: 3434117687 /3083826462

Conveniently

Mother’s Day celebrated
at Kitam School

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 MAy:
Mother's Day was
observed at Kitam
Senior Secondary School
playground today. The

program was chaired
by two special guests -
Deputy Director, HRDD,
PL Sharma, and Sumitra
Rana. Also in attendance
were students and their
mothers.

The objective behind
organising the celebra-
tion was to pay tribute
to the mothers and re-
inforce the everlasting
mother-child bond, a
press release informs.

The programme be-

gan w1th Ms Rana light-
ing the ceremonial lamp
and the chanting of
hymns.

Following a welcome
address by Geeta Dulal
and a welcome song by
Kitam SSS teachers, a
special ceremony was
held in which the stu-
dents offered khadas to
their respective mothers.
This was an emotional
moment and the mood
was lightened with a
colourful ~ programme
which featured skit per-
formances, poetry recit-
als, song/ dance, moth-
ers’ ramp walk and some
sport activities.

To

S/e Late Karma Topden,
Rfo Martam House, Bhanu Path,

filed before this Court;

and advocate duly instructed;
herewith for your information.

By Order.

HIGH COURT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK
Nom_ljvjudl..’ﬂcs. Date: “f‘ f{i
WP(C) No.06 of 2019
M/s. Ramjilal Tarachand ...Petitioner
Versus,
Shri Naresh Subba & Ors. ...Respondents.

NOTICE

Shri Thinlay Karma Peter Topden,

P. 0. & P. 5. Gangtok, East Sikkim.

‘Whereas a petition under Article 227 of the Constitution of India wherein you

have been joined as a respondent and of which a copy is enclosed herewith has been

You are hereby informed that the above cited matter has been listed on
10.06.2019 at 10:30 AM. and that if you wish to urge anything in reply to the
petition, you may appear before this Court on that day either in person or through

A copy of Order dated 10.05.2019 passed in the above cited matter is enclosed

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court this 14™day of May, 2019,

DEPUT @“{ISTIIEL [0)]

NOTICE

I view of ensuing counting for Lok Sabha/Assembly Election 2013,

this is 1 inform to the General Public that all the public related official
work will be suspended from 13/5/2029 ull 76/5/2019
By Qrder. )
gy
DISTRICT -:GchrﬂR,fEAST

HIGH COURT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK

T 1y
No AP a1 mes. Dater 4537
WP(C) No.05 of 2019

M/s. Balchand Udairam -..Petitioner

Versus.

Shri Naresh Subba & Ors. ...Respondents.

NOTICE

To

Shri Thinlay Karma Peter Topden,
S/o Late Karma Topden,

Ro Martam House, Bhanu Path,

P. 0. & P. 5. Gangtok, East Sikkim,

Whereas a petition under Article 227 of the Constitution of India wherein you
have been joined as a respondent and of which @ copy is enclosed herewith has been
filed before this Court;

You are hereby informed that the above cited matter has been listed on
10.06.2019 at 10:30 AM. and that if you wish to urge anything in reply to the
petition, you may appear before this Court on that day either in person or through
and advocate duly instructed;

A copy of Order dated 10.05.2019 passed in the above cited matter is enclosed
herewith for your information.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court this 14*"day of May, 2019,

By Order.
( =)

DEPUTY GIS R (J}
HIGH COURT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK
524
No Judl/HCS. Date - 347
WP(C) No.04 of 2019
Shri Ong Tshering Bhutia ... Patitioner
. Versus.
Shri Naresh Subba & Ors. ...Respondents,
NOTICE
Tao
Shri Thinlay Karma Peter Topden,
S/o Late Karma Topden,
R/o Martam House, Bhanu Path,
P. 0. & P. 8. Gangtok, East Sikkim.
Whereas a petition under Article 227 of the Constitution of India wherein you

have been joined as a respondent and of which a copy is enclosed herewith has been
filed before this Court;

You are hereby informed that the above cited matter has been listed on
10.06.2019 at 10:30 AM. and that if you wish to urge anything in reply to the
petition, you may appear before this Court on that day either in person or through
and advocate duly instructed;

A copy of Order dated 10.05.2019 passed in the above cited matter is enclosed
herewith for your information.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court this 14"day of May, 2019.

By Order.
DEPUTY R; GISTL [0)]
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CLASSIFIEDS

Required for Summit Times

Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one
for West District. Should be fluent in english.
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview:
Summit Times office
Church Road, Gangtok
03592-208698

URGENTLY REQUIRED:
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter
with atleast 3 years experience and
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel
Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

PLOT FOR SALE:

Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact:
09717191985/097474651223

INTERESTED TO BECOME
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA - Academic qualification of minimum
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact
: Deepa Yoga Centre at
Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha.
(16552.80 sq - ft) is for sale at Amdo
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok.
For more information please contact -
9717191985/9474651223.
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Community Engagement

More needs to be done in response
to Extend collaborations to reinforce
quality governance

hat is worse? A society that is ill-informed
and at times intentionally ignorant, or one
that is dismissive and disinterested? They are both
bad, and what is worse for Sikkim is that both con-
ditions exist at large in almost equal measure.
Sikkim has a continuing problem with substance
abuse, suicides, even child labour and also, of late,
of sexual abuse of minors. And yet, even as these
stories make frequent headlines, one is yet to see
any coherent societal engagement to address any
of these issues. Yes, the government appears to be
attempting interventions, but it is not rare to hear
of people reading of drug busts and commenting
that the right palms must not have been greased,
or others subscribing to ill-informed and shallow
explanations for the suicides or crimes or unem-
ployment. What should worry Sikkim is that in the
absence of civil society interventions to address
social challenges, one is left with the government
stepping in and experimenting with possible solu-
tions. Such interventions, while welcome in the ab-
sence of any other alternatives, are also woefully
incomplete because they compromise the public
participation quotient of effective governance and
seed the beginnings of big-brother administration.
Take the now effectively in place ban on fire-
crackers through Diwali. Sikkim would have been
counted among the most enlightened of societies if
the ban had been enforced by children convincing
elders not to blow up money on this excess. Unfor-
tunately, several such efforts in the past years had
failed until the cops stepped in and took to public
address systems to warn of “strict action”. The fire-
cracker ban was effective, but was the capitulation
of the society towards its responsibility to come
together and unanimously ban firecrackers volun-
tarily, a healthy development? Or for that matter
the force-feeding of organic produce courtesy of
the government banning non-organic imports.
What Sikkim should consciously remind itself
is that democracy demands people’s involvement
more often than the once-every-five years elec-
tions. An uninvolved people is not healthy for any-
one, not the people and definitely not governance.
Quality of governance, it is universally accepted,
is reinforced by longstanding traditions of civic
engagement. Voter turnout is only part of it, and
other signs of civic engagement manifest in such
indicators as newspaper readerships, (involved)
membership in social organisations, sports clubs,
school management committees, neighbourhood
clubs etc. Such organisations exist in Sikkim, but

most are staffed, at least at the executive levels,
by government officers or nominees. For more
people to be involved in these groups, they need

to be made for genuinely representative, and
dare we say, democratic. If that happens, they
become hallmarks of a successful region. In fact,
historical analyses suggest that these networks
of organisational reciprocity and civic solidari-
ty, far from being a result of socioeconomic and
socio-cultural modernization and growth are a
prerequisite for it.

Admittedly, the solutions are not simplistic
and straightforward, and hence cannot be direct-
ed by law, but what they can, and should, receive
is nurturing. Mechanisms through which civic en-
gagement and social connectedness produce such
results as better schools, faster economic develop-
ment, lower crime and more effective governance-
are multiple and complex. Such networks of civic
engagement facilitate coordination and commu-
nication, amplify representation/ concerns and
allow dilemmas to be resolved through dialogue
and timely interventions. These engagements also

help resolve points of conflict because when so-
cial connectedness becomes instinctive, economic
and political negotiation becomes embedded in

diverse networks of social interactions. These are
engagements in which an enlightened society be-
comes good at because it lays the foundations for a
strong sense of belonging and provides the template
for future situations and challenges. If these become
too complicated organisations to form, then let’s just
begin by celebrating rationality and from there alone

several solutions and networks will be born.
Community engagement, when genuinely craft-

ed, automatically leads to spontaneous involve-

ment. And one is not referring only to substance

abuse and suicides in this regard. Look at how con-
sistently silent the people and their organisations
have remained in Sikkim through its several chal-
lenges and travails. The only voices that engage
are politically inspired and hence “vested”, and
the lay citizens remain aloof because they have
not cobbled together organisations which are not
only not politically compromised, but also forceful
and forthright. In this vacuum, issues are manufac-
tured and forced on the people and genuine confu-
sions remain unaddressed.

How intolerance can persist in democratic
countries: the case of Indonesia

JIMMY DANIEL BERLIANTO OLEY
& YUDI FAJAR M WAHYU
theconversation.com

s tolerance among different groups a prerequisite
for democracy?

Indonesia’s case shows that it’s not. Democracy, a
system of government based on elected representa-
tion, is thriving in the world’s most populous Muslim
country. Democratically elected presidents have gov-
erned Southeast Asia’s largest economy since the fall
of Soeharto’s authoritarian regime in 1998. The coun-
try has just carried out elections in April.

At the same time intolerance of minority groups is
widespread.

The capital, Jakarta, and former capital, Yogyakar-
ta, located about 500km southeast from Jakarta, are
top of the list on the Indonesia Democracy Index. But
they are also listed as the most intolerant cities, ac-
cording to human rights advocacy group Setara Insti-
tute. Its latest report indicates that this is due to poor
regulation and governance in response to intolerant
practices in both cities.

Referring to these cases in Jakarta and Yogyakarta,
we argue that democracy and tolerance are indepen-
dent of each other.

Democracy can still perform in Indonesia despite
intolerance of minority groups. To ensure that consen-
sus as a prerequisite for a democratic society can be
reached, the minority has no choice but to keep silent
and succumb to the power of the majority.
DEMOCRATIC BUT INTOLERANT IN YOGYAKARTA
AND JAKARTA

Last year, Indonesia’s Statistics Agency published
a report showing the Indonesian Democracy Index
improved in 2017, compared to 2016. The index rates
each province in Indonesia based on its civil liberties,
political rights and democratic institutions.

Yogyakarta, the seat of the Javanese monarch
Hamengkubuwono X, has always secured top spot in
the index in the past few years.

However, Yogyakarta’s tolerance index was the
sixth-lowest compared to 93 other cities in 2017.

The Centre for Religious and Cross-cultural Stud-
ies identified around 66 violent conflicts in Yogyakarta
between 2011 and 2016. In the latest case this year, 11

wooden crosses at a Christian cemetery in Yogyakarta
were destroyed. A village in Yogyakarta also recently
barred a non-Muslim from living in their village.

A similar pattern can be found in Jakarta.

The capital was rated Indonesia’s most democratic
city for three years: 2014, 2015 and 2017.

In 2016, Jakarta lost that title due to a combination
of acts of communal violence by sections of society
and a poor response from the local administration in
handling these violent cases. Jakarta ranked 24th out
of 34 provinces in 2016.

However, similar to Yogyakarta, Jakarta scored the
lowest in the tolerance index in 2017.

Jakarta gained its status as an intolerant city after
intolerant practices by Muslim conservatives marred
its gubernatorial election in 2017. In the end, the con-
servative groups ousted Christian-Chinese incumbent
Basuki “Ahok” Tjahaja Purnama.

BETWEEN DEMOCRACY AND TOLERANCE

There are at least two conditions to have a demo-
cratic society. First, it must ensure equality for all ac-
tors to participate in decision-making processes.

Second, when conflicts arise, society can manage them
within defined and universally accepted boundaries.

For example, imagine that you are attending a
public forum or discussion to choose a leader for your
community. The organiser announces that each one of
you has the same right to participate and you are de-
lighted to hear that. As the debates continue between
different sides defending their arguments, you realise
that things may become uncontrolled as no one wants
to compromise and no one wants to lose.

Hours later, everybody is tired, and someone final-
ly says: “Let’s remember that each one of us should
have the same right to participate, therefore, let’s ask
each one of us who is the better leader, then the one
who has the most support wins.”

There you have the ideal condition that most de-
mocracies imagine today: participation and manage-
able conflict.

Let’s turn to tolerance. We define tolerance as put-
ting up with those we disagree with, dislike, or who
are different from us, without coercion. Don’t forget
that the act of tolerance means that one side (the one
that tolerates) accepts the other side (the one that is
tolerated) so it masks unbalanced power relations.

Therefore, in the context of plural communities, toler-
ance from both sides is needed.

From the conceptual exercise, we can argue that
tolerance is highly relevant in democracies because
disagreements, dislikes and differences are inevitable
in plural communities.

INTOLERANT PRACTICES IN THE DEMOCRATIC
SPHERE

It is also important to note that consensus in a
democratic society can be reached through domina-
tion by the majority that silences the minority.

Elizabeth Noelle-Neumann, a leading German re-
searcher on public opinion, calls the process a “spiral
of silence”.

From the “spiral of silence framework”, we can see
how an idea takes hold in society.

We can see how this concept works through ana-
lysing how the rejection of Ahok, which was based on
racial and religious grounds, could be accepted.

AhoK’s rejection was made possible through a
mainstreaming of Islamic values via popular culture
and daily lives. This process is called “normalisation”.

As a result of this normalisation, it is difficult to
counter the intolerant narratives without being ac-
cused of being anti-Islam. Living in a Muslim-majority
country, people fear the anti-Islam label.

A similar thing also happens in Yogyakarta. The
minority tends to accept mistreatment by the majority
as they feel the power of the majority is so big that it
doesn’t leave any option for the minority but to suc-
cumb. They also feel that their fight against intolerant
practices will be useless as those in authority and legal
enforcers tend to defend the majority.

Both processes of mainstreaming and normal-
isation are arguably part of efforts to push ideas be-
longing to the majority to dominate the public sphere,
while at the same time suppressing opposing ideas
belonging to minority groups.

Democracy in Indonesia, then, seems to allow the
majority to rule over the minority. What is happening
in Jakarta and Yogyakarta shows that consensus in a
democratic setting can be continuously achieved, but
it will not always be a tolerant one.

[Jimmy Daniel Berlianto Oley is Junior Researcher,
SMERU Research Institute; Yudi Fajar M Wahyu is
Senior Researcher, SMERU Research Institute]

How to end Afghanistan war as longest
conflict moves towards fragile peace

ALEXANDER GILLESPIE

theconversation.com

he longest-running war appears to

be coming to an end.

The Taliban has been running an
armed rebellion in Afghanistan since
being dislodged from power in a US-led
invasion following September 11 2001.
Recent high-level negotiations between
the two sides in the 18-year war did not
produce a breakthrough, but “signifi-
cant progress”, leading to “improved”
conditions for peace.

The fact that the primary belliger-
ents, the Taliban and the United States,
are talking directly is essential. Any
peaceful pathway going forwards with-
out their direct involvement is impossi-
ble. But to end the killing, all sides are
going to have to give up something, to
achieve their greater goals.
LONGEST-RUNNING CONFLICT

Although the losses in the Afghan-
istan war are not as bad as either the
American war in Vietnam (just over
58,000 military casualties and between
1 and 3 million civilians or enemy) or
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan
(maybe 1 million civilians, 90,000 Mu-
jahideen, 18,000 Afghan troops and
14,500 Soviet soldiers), the record in
Afghanistan is still difficult reading.
The American death toll is a little over
2,200, while the wider losses (civilians
and enemy) are well over 100,000.

Reliable estimates suggest more
than 45,000 Afghani military have been
killed since 2014 alone. The annual ci-
vilian death toll continues to climb, with
3,804 deaths recorded in 2018. At the
same time, the amount of territory that

rebel groups control (14.5%) or is con-
tested (29.2%) or under government
control (56.3%) is an unexpected result,
given nearly two decades of combat.

The significance of talking to the
Taliban directly cannot be overstated.
When the Mujahideen were not direct-
ly involved in the Geneva Accords that
ended the Soviet conflict in Afghanistan,
the results were a disaster. No soon-
er had the Soviets left the country, the
Mujahideen denounced the agreement
(even though Pakistan had been negoti-
ating on their behalf), saying they were
not part of it. Their forces then took three
years to overrun most of the country.
NEGOTIATED PEACE

The fact that it will be a negotiated
end to the conflict, as opposed to an
imposed and unconditional one, is sig-
nificant. Negotiated and conditional
agreements are often cast as “peace
with honour”, whereby the side that
wants to exit the most prioritises
what it is willing to give away while
still appearing to be in control.

For example, with the end of the
American involvement in the Vietnam
war, the core of the Paris Peace Accords
of early 1973, the primary goal of the
North Vietnamese was the withdrawal
of all US and allied forces from the re-
gion. The primary goal for Nixon was
the return of 1,056 prisoners of war.

When the Geneva Accords ended
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan,
the primary exchange was about an exit
of Russian soldiers, in return for mutu-
al commitments from the governments
of Afghanistan and Pakistan not to in-
terfere in each other’s country. In both
instances, a swag of secondary consid-

erations formed part of the package.

In the case of Vietnam, there were
supplementary provisions for a cease-
fire that was to be monitored by inde-
pendent countries and a National Coun-
cil of Reconciliation and Concord to im-
plement democracy and organise free
elections in the south. In the case of the
Geneva Accords, the return of Afghani
refugees was an important consider-
ation, as were mutual commitments “to
prevent any assistance to ... or tolerance
of terrorist groups, saboteurs or sub-
versive agents against the other High
Contracting Party”.

MAIN CONSIDERATIONS

In the current deliberations, the
most important thing the Taliban want
is the exit of all foreign troops from Af-
ghanistan. This is possible, with both
the Paris and Geneva accords providing
precedents. The most important thing
the Americans want is not only an exit
of their troops, but a commitment that
the Taliban will not, again, host any
groups involved in terrorist activities
against the US.

This demand is consistent with the
original American war aims and the
Geneva precedent is useful. The harder
part will be working out the assurances
that such promises are kept.

Where negotiations will get much
more difficult is with the plethora of
secondary considerations. In the con-
text of Afghanistan, this will cover is-
sues such as direct dialogue with the Af-
ghani government and a comprehensive
ceasefire. This is easier said than done
as it will require the Taliban to accept
the legitimacy of the Afghani political
system (and whichever government

is in power) and the democracy that
placed them in power.

The flip side of this, both nationally
and internationally, is that the Taliban
will have to lose their “terrorist” classi-
fication, which the UN Security Council
has applied consistently since the end
of the 20th century. This designation
has placed strong military, financial and
diplomatic restrictions on the Taliban,
which made them outlaws in the eyes
of the international community. This
will have to be reversed, as the declared
terrorists of yesterday become the legit-
imate powerbrokers of tomorrow.

The agenda should cover commit-
ments to the most basic human rights
(women’s rights in particular), what to
do about almost 2.5 million refugees
from Afghanistan, and how to deal with
the fact that Afghanistan is now the
world’s leading (and rapidly expand-
ing) producer of illegal opium.

The opposing sides need to work
out how to ensure a comprehensive
ceasefire, as well as its links to ongo-
ing economic, diplomatic and military
support for any future governing re-
gime in Kabul, especially if the cease-
fire is breached.

When the Americans exited Viet-
nam, they promised their allies in South
Vietnam that American support in all
other avenues would continue. But once
the Americans returned home and their
country became engrossed in other
matters such as Watergate, the prom-
ises were forgotten. Saigon fell, a few
years later, to the very enemy they had
negotiated a peace treaty with.

[the writer is Professor of
Law, University of Waikato]
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AIFF appoints Igor Stimac as
Indian football team coach

NEw DELHI, MAy 15
(PTI): Croatian World
Cupper Igor Stimac was
Wednesday  appointed
head coach of the Indian
football team for a two-
year term.

The national team
has been without a coach
since the departure of
Stephen Constantine in
January, following the
creditable show at the
AFC Asian Cup.

The appointment was
made by the AIFF’s exec-
utive committee.

The 51-year-old Sti-
mac, who was part of
Croatia’'s 1998 World
Cup squad that finished
third in France, comes
with an experience of
over 18 years in coach-
ing, structuring, and
developing football and
players back home, and
internationally.

As a coach, Stimac’s
major achievement was
guiding Croatia to qualify
for the 2014 FIFA World
Cup in Brazil. During his
tenure as the nation-
al coach of Croatia, he
handed debuts to the

likes of Mateo Kovacic,
Ante Rebic, Alen Hali-
lovic, and Ivan Perisic,
amongst others.

He also played a piv-
otal role in developing
the likes of Dario Srna,
Daniel Subasic, Ivan
Strinic, Kovacic, Perisic,
and other players. The
centre-back has made 53
appearances for the na-
tional team.

His last assignment
was with Al-Shahania
Club in Qatar. As a play-

er, he was part the of the
Croatia team that fin-
ished third in the 1998
World Cup, and a mem-
ber of the national squad
which qualified for the
quarterfinals of the UEFA
European Championship
1996 (Euro) in England.
Besides, he was also
a part of the Yugosla-
via U-19 national team
which won the FIFA U-20
World Cup in 1987.
Welcoming  Stimac
to Indian football, AIFF

president Praful Patel
said, “Igor is the right
candidate to coach the
Blue Tigers. 1 welcome
him on board. Indian
football is going through
a transition, and I am
confident his vast expe-
rience will guide us to
higher echelons.”

General secretary
Kushal Das added, “Indi-
an football would benefit
immensely under Igor
Stimac. “His credentials
as a coach and experi-

ence as a player are sure
to add immense value to
the players, and the In-
dian football ecosystem.
The momentum gained
needs to be sustained.”

Technical commit-
tee head Shyam Thapa,
a former India inter-
national, said, “Mr. Sti-
mac’s recommendation
was unanimous.”

“All the members of
the technical committee
including the AIFF tech-
nical director Mr. Isac
Doru were immensely
impressed, and con-
vinced about him being
best suited for the job.
He is a World Cupper,
and has guided Croatia
to World Cup as a coach.
Who else could have
been a better candidate?”
he quipped.

“He also impressed
us with his extensive
research on Indian
football.”

Stimac’s first assign-
ment will be the Kings
Cup in Buriram, Thailand
where the Blue Tigers
play Curacao in their first
match on June 5.

Guardiola beats Klopp to
manager of the year award

LoNDON, MAy 15 (AFP):
Manchester City boss
Pep Guardiola edged out
Jurgen Klopp to a trophy
for the second time in
three days as the Cata-
lan claimed the League
Managers’  Association
manager of the year
Guardiola’s City retained
the Premier League ti-
tle on Sunday, beating
Klopp’s Liverpool by a
single point at the end of
a thrilling title race.
Having also won the
League Cup earlier in the

campaign, Guardiola’s side
could complete a first ever
domestic treble in English
football when they face
Watford in the FA Cup final
at Wembley on Saturday.
Guardiola topped
the vote ahead of Jur-
gen Klopp, Tottenham
manager Mauricio Po-
chettino, who has led
Spurs to their first ever
Champions League final,
and Nuno Espirito Santo
of Wolves, who finished
seventh in their first sea-
son back in the top flight.

My parents did not encourage
me to become a writer: Coelho

NEw DELHI, MAy 15 (PTI):
Celebrated author Paulo
Coelho says his parents
did not encourage him to
become a writer as they
thought that he would
starve to death.

As a young boy, when
he told his mother about
his aim in life, she re-
ferred to his father say-
ing as an engineer, he is
a logical and a reason-
able man. In a tweet on
Monday, Coelho recalled,
It took me 40 years to
write my first book.
When I was a child, I was
not encouraged to fol-
low the career of a writ-
er because my parents
thought that I was going
to starve to death. Born
in 1947, Coelho pub-
lished his first book Hell
Archives in 1982 which
did not do well. His first
novel was The Pilgrim-
age (1987). He came out
with his magnum opus
The Alchemist in 1988.

Coelho had also men-
tioned about his youth in
a post on his blog a year
ago. When I was young,
my parents sent me to a
mental institution three
times (1966, 1967 and,
1968). The reasons in my
medical files are banal. It
was said that [ was isolat-
ed, hostile and miserable
at school. I was not crazy
but [ was rather just a
17-year-old who really
wanted to become a writ-

er, he wrote.
Because no one un-
derstood this, I was

locked up for months and
fed with tranquilisers.
The therapy merely con-
sisted of giving me elec-

troshocks. 1
to myself that one day I
would write about this

promised

experience, so young
people will understand
that we have to fight for
our own dreams from a
very early stage of our
lives, he recalled.

When in 1998, Coel-
ho released his book
Veronika Decides to Die
, a book that was a met-
aphor of his experience
in the lunatic asylum, the
press started asking him
if he forgave his parents.
In fact, I did not need to
forgive them, because I
never blamed them for
what happened. From their
own point-of-view, they
were trying to help me to
get the discipline necessary
to accomplish my deeds as
an adult, and to forget the
dreams of a teenager, he
wrote in the blog.

Coelho has sold more
than 150 million books
worldwide. His work is
published in 80 languag-
es and he is one of the
most translated authors
in the world. He also has
an enormous digital me-
dia presence.

The Alchemist has
been cited as an inspira-
tion by people as diverse
as Malala Yousafzai and
Pharrell Williams.

India’s World Cup squad is one
quality pacer short, says Gambhir

MumBAl, May 15 (PTI):
Cricketer-turned-politician
Gautam Gambhir feels the
Indian World Cup squad is
“one quality fast bowler”
short. Two-time winners
India begin their campaign
with a big-ticket match
against South Africa on
June 5 in Southampton.

“I feel Indian team
lacks one more quality
fast bowler. (Jasprit) Bum-
rah, (Mohammed) Shami
and Bhuvi (Bhuvneshwar
Kumar) need more sup-
port. You may argue that
India has two fast bowl-
ing all-rounders in Har-
dik (Pandya) and Vijay
Shankar but I am not con-
vinced. In the end it boils
down to getting the team
combination right and
sticking to it,” Gambhir
said. The former India
World Cup winner said so

while giving the keynote
address at the CEAT Crick-
et Rating (CCR) Interna-
tional awards 2019 here.
Gambhir is contesting the
Lok Sabha elections from
the East Delhi constituen-
cy from a BJP ticket.

On the ICC showpiece,
the left-handed batsman
said, “This will be a well
contested tournament as
all the teams play each
other. This format will give
us the real world champi-
on and I think ICC should

stick to this format for all
future World Cups.” Talking
about the teams to watch
out for in the tournament,
Gambhir picked Australia,
England and New Zealand
along with India.

“Besides India I will
be keenly watching Aus-
tralia as they are a side
to beat. They have most
well rounded bowl-
ing attack in the com-
petition. I will also be
watching New Zealand
and hosts England.

[ have taken the decision to
leave Atletico: Griezmann

MADRID, MAY 15 (AFP):
French striker Antoine
Griezmann has told At-
letico Madrid he will
leave them in the close
season, the Spanish club
said on Twitter.

The 28-year-old
Griezmann has a contract
until 2023 with Atletico,
but has a buy out clause
of 120 million euros
(USD 134 million) and
has been the target of
several approaches from
La Liga rivals Barcelona.

“Antoine Griezmann
has told the club he will
not continue as a Roji-
blanco (red and white,
the club’s colours) next
season,” the club said on
Tuesday.

Within a few mo-
ments the player then
posted a video explaining
himself.

“After speaking with
Cholo (club coach Di-
ego Simeone), then with
Miguel Angel and the
people in the hierar-
chy of the club I wanted
to speak with you, the
fans, who have always

given me a lot of love,
said Griezmann, wearing
a plain black t-shirt in
front of a simple white
background behind him.

“I wanted to tell you
I have taken the decision
to leave,” said the French
2018 World Cup winner.

“I have had five won-
derful seasons here and
you will always be in my
heart,” said the affable
forward known for doing
dances from the video
game Fortnite, when cel-
ebrating his goals.

“The truth is it has
been difficult to take this
route but it is what I feel
I need and I would like to
thank all of you for the
love you have shown me

during these five years.”

With 133 goals in
252 games at Atletico
the attacker has been ev-
er-present and has rarely
been unfit or injured.

He was a Champi-
ons League runner up in
2016, losing to arch-ri-
vals Real Madrid. In 2018
however Atletico beat
Marseille in the Europa
League final.

Griezmann finished
third for the Ballon d’Or
in 2016, after France lost
in the final to Portugal at
the European Champi-
onships and was a huge
presence as Les Bleus
romped to a memorable
World Cup win at Russia
2018 after which he also

US navy chief does not want
China tensions to ‘boil over’

SINGAPORE, May 15
(AFP): The US navy
chief said Wednesday he
did not want maritime
tensions with China to
“boil over”, a week af-
ter Washington’s latest
challenge to Beijing’s
territorial claims in con-
tested waters.

Beijing said last
week two American
warships sailed near

disputed islands in the
South China Sea without
permission, prompting
the Chinese Navy to ask
them to leave.

The ships entered
waters adjacent to Gaven
and Chigua reefs in the
Spratly Islands, which
Beijing calls Nansha, on
May 6, China’s foreign
ministry said.

Speaking on the
sidelines of a maritime
security conference in
Singapore, Admiral John
Richardson said Wash-

ington will continue such
operations which are
aimed at ensuring free-
dom of navigation. The
US will however ensure
that communications
with Beijing remain open
to prevent any untoward
incidents, he added.

“I really value the
channel of communica-
tion that [ have with Shen
Jinlong,” he told report-
ers, referring to his Chi-
nese counterpart.

“We just recently
visited China, we had a
chance to get to know
each other, understand
each other more thor-
oughly.

“We can continue to
advocate that while we
may not see things the
same in all parts of the
world, we’ve got to work
through those differenc-
es in a way that doesn’t
boil over into conflict”
The US Navy regular-

ly conducts freedom of
navigation operations to
challenge Beijing’s vast
claims in the sea, often
angering China.

After last week’s
sail-by, a foreign minis-
try spokesman said “the
Chinese side expresses
strong dissatisfaction
and resolute opposition”
to the US action. But
Richardson insisted the
patrols were routine.

“We haven't done
anything  increasingly
provocative or anything
else that we would not
do anywhere else in the
world,” he said.

Beijing has built arti-
ficial islands and military
installations in the South
China Sea, including on
the Spratlys.

China claims nearly
all of the sea, but Taiwan,
the Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia and Vietnam all
claim parts of it.

Over 3,000 vapers petition to PM to legalise e-cigarettes

NEw DELHI, May 15 (PTI):
Amid a raging debate over
banning of Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems (ENDS) in
the country, including e-ciga-
rettes and flavoured hookah,
more than 3,000 users of these
devices have written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, re-
questing him to legalise them.

In their petition, they
claimed their health has im-
proved significantly after they
switched to vaping from smok-
ing conventional cigarettes.

“I am 51 and have suc-
cessfully quit a 20-year habit
of smoking over 40 cigarettes
a day with the help of vaping,
also known as as e-cigarettes.
I have regained stamina, my
heart condition is better and
there is no smoker’s cough.
There are thousands like me
whose lives have been posi-
tively impacted,” said Jagan-
nath Sarangapani, a profes-
sional from Hyderabad.

Sarangapani, who initiat-
ed the petition to counter the
misinformation surrounding
ENDS, said smoking is among
the toughest habits to give
up, with almost every smoker
trying to quit but failing and
stressed that they need more
options to wean away from
deadly cigarettes and ENDS are
now the most effective means
of doing so.

“A ban will force me back
into smoking,” he added.

In August last year, the
Union Health Ministry issued
an advisory to all states and
UTs to stop manufacture, sale
and import of ENDS after the
Delhi High Court took strong
exception to the Centre’s delay
in coming up with appropriate
measures to tackle the “new
emerging threat” of e-ciga-
rettes.

The advisory was subse-
quently challenged in Delhi
High Court which ruled it to be
non-binding on states and gov-
ernment bodies.

However, 13 states in In-
dia Punjab, Karnataka, Kerala,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu
& Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Puducherry, Jharkhand and
Mizoram have already banned
use and sale of e-cigarettes,
Vape and E-Hookah.

Professor Rajesh Sharan
from North-Eastern Hill Uni-
versity in Shillong, who recent-
ly published a meta-analysis
of 229 studies on ENDS, said,
“Within the limits of available
information, our study indi-
cates that these devices pose
minimal health and safety con-
cerns when compared to con-
ventional cigarettes.

“Our study establishes that
new generation ENDS may
serve as an efficient means of
meeting the nicotine demand
of a person addicted to smok-
ing, without the grave health

consequences of conventional
cigarettes. Rational policies
are required to extend the
benefits of ENDS to smokers,
while preventing their misuse,
especially by adolescents and
non-smokers.”

A major year-long clinical
trial into e-cigarette use pub-
lished in peer-reviewed New
England Journal of Medicine in
January found that ENDS are
twice as effective as tradition-
al nicotine replacement thera-
pies (NRTs) such as gums and
patches in helping smokers
quit.

According to market re-
search agency Euromonitor,
over 40 million smokers across
the world have switched to
ENDS in less than a decade.

Dr Rohan Sequeira, car-
dio-metabolic physician at
Jaslok Hospital in Mumbai, said
authorities should understand
vaping is much less harmful
than smoking. A number of
countries have done research
and found the toxicological
profile to contain significantly
lower harmful substances than
in cigarette smoke.

“The so-called dangers of
ENDS are grossly exaggerated
and misrepresented. E-cig-
arettes should be embraced
as another effective NRT and
should be legalised and reg-
ulated instead of imposing a
ban,” Sequeria said.

Harm reduction advocate

and director of Association of
Vapers India Samrat Chowd-
hery said the Indian govern-
ment is pushing for a ban on
vaping while the world’s 65
most advanced nations such as
the US, 28 EU countries includ-
ing the UK, along with Canada
and New Zealand have em-
braced e-cigarettes.

A ban will deprive our
country’s 12 crore smokers of
an effective means to reduce
tobacco harm while ensuring
continued revenue for the to-
bacco industry by Kkilling off
competition to cigarettes that
cause nearly 10 lakh annual
deaths in India.

“The government should
put the lives of people be-
fore industry profits,” Chow-
dhery said.

“Teen uptake is a problem
across risk behaviours, from
alcohol use to underage driv-
ing, and most significantly
with smoking as nine out of
10 current smokers began
when they were minors. This
issue needs to be tackled
through sound regulation, but
it should not be as an excuse
to deny millions of citizens a
pathway to avoid tobacco-re-
lated mortality and morbidity,”
he stated.

The government action
against e-cigarettes has also
faced resistance from some
NGOs. The Information Tech-
nology ministry in January

proposed to ban information
related to ENDS on online plat-
forms. Over 30 civil society and
industry organisations, includ-
ing Amnesty, Internet Freedom
Foundation, FICCI and COAI,
opposed the amendment stat-
ing the ban would be arbitrary,
unjustified and in violation of
constitutional laws.

However, a group of doc-
tors, students and civil society
organisations urged the Prime
Minister to enforce a ban on
ENDS before it becomes an
“epidemic in India”, especially
among the youth.

A sub-committee group
constituted by the ministry,
on health effects of ENDS, con-
sidered 251 studies/reports
and concluded that there is
evidence to prove that ENDS
and its variants, are harmful to
users.

This committee of doctors
from AIIMS, NCDIR and public
health experts have concluded
that ENDS are as harmful as
any another tobacco product
in terms of causing premature
deaths and morbidity.

According to the commit-
tee, there is no evidence to
show that they are less harm-
ful, safe and helpful towards
cessation efforts. The medical
communities across the globe
have also questioned the ac-
ceptance of ENDS as a harm
reduction or tobacco cessation
strategy.
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Saudi Arabia says its oil
pipeline was hit by drones

DuBal, May 15 (AP):
An oil pipeline that runs
across Saudi Arabia was
hit Tuesday by drones,
the Saudi energy min-
ister said, as regional
tensions flared just days
after what the kingdom
called an attack on two
of its oil tankers near the
Persian Gulf.

While both US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei said they were not
planning for conflict, the
volatility was felt in oil
markets with benchmark
Brent crude trading over
USD 71 a barrel, up more
than USD 1 on the day.

The pipeline that
runs from the kingdom'’s
oil-rich Eastern Province
to a Red Sea port was
shut down, but Saudi
Energy Minister Khalid
al-Falih Al-Falih vowed
that the production and
export of Saudi oil would
not be interrupted.

The Houthis, who are
at war with Saudi Arabia,
said earlier Tuesday they
launched seven drones
targeting vital Saudi
installations, without
elaborating. They later
claimed responsibility
for the pipeline attack in
comments broadcast by
Houthi military spokes-
man Brig. Gen. Yahya Sari.

In a statement car-
ried by the state-run Sau-
di Press Agency, al-Falih
called the pipeline attack

“cowardly,” saying recent
acts of sabotage against
the kingdom were target-
ing not only Saudi Arabia
but also the safety of the
world’s energy supply
and global economy.

The attacks demon-
strated the increased
risks in a region vital
to global energy sup-
plies amid heightened
tensions following the
Trump administration’s
withdrawal from the
2015 nuclear deal be-
tween Iran and world
powers, and the subse-
quent re-imposition of
US sanctions to cripple
the [ranian economy:.

Iran has since said it
would begin enriching
uranium at higher levels
by July 7 if world powers
failed to negotiate new
terms for the deal.

The Saudis did notim-
mediately assign blame
for the drone assaults,
which targeted two oil
pumping stations west of
the capital supplying the
pipeline that runs from
the east of Saudi Arabia
to the Yanbu Port on its
western coast.

Still, al-Falih in his
statement named Yemeni
rebel Houthis as a group
that must be interna-
tionally confronted and
accused them of being
backed by Iran, Saudi
Arabia’s regional rival.

Saudi Arabia has been
at war with the Houthis
and their allies in Yemen

since March 2015, tar-
geting the Iranian-allied
rebels with near daily
airstrikes.

“This is a message
to Saudi Arabia: Stop
your aggression,” Houthi
spokesman Mohammed
Abdel-Salam told The As-
sociated Press.

“Our goal is to re-
spond to the crimes they
are committing everyday
against the Yemeni peo-
ple”

Saudi Aramco, the
government-controlled
oil company, said that
as a precaution, it tem-
porarily shut down the
East-West Pipeline and
contained a fire, which
caused minor damage to
one pumping station.

It added that Saudi
Aramco’s oil and gas sup-
plies were not affected.

Saudi Arabia said the
two petroleum pumping
stations that were struck
by drones are located in
the greater region of Ri-
yadh, home to the land-
locked capital.

The stations, target-
ed around the same time
early Tuesday, are locat-
ed in al-Duadmi and Afif,
about 200 kilometers
(125 miles) west and 400
kilometers (250 miles)
west of Riyadh city, re-
spectively.

Saudi Arabia built
its pipeline in the 1980s
amid fears that the Iran-
Iraq war would cut off
shipping through the

Strait of Hormuz.

The 1,200-kilometer
(746-mile) pipeline is
actually two pipes that
have a total capacity of
4.8 million barrels of
crude oil a day, according
to the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration.

The two oil pumping
stations are over 800
kilometers (500 miles)
from Yemen’'s northern
border with the Kking-
dom. The drone strikes
reflect how the Houth-
is have tried to expand
their capabilities during
the four-year war.

The rebels have tar-
geted Riyadh with mis-
siles and used drones
to disrupt air traffic at
Saudi airports near the
Yemen border.

Iran has been accused
by the US and the UN of
supplying ballistic mis-
sile technology and arms
to the Houthis, which
Tehran denies.

In Washington,
Trump told reporters he
would “absolutely” be
willing to send troops to
the Middle East, but that
he’s not planned for that
and hopefully won’t have
to plan for that.

While Trump dis-
missed a report in The
New York Times that the
White House is review-
ing military plans against
Iran that could result
in sending 120,000 US
troops to the Middle East
if Iran attacks American

forces or steps up work
on nuclear weapons, he
said if the US was go-
ing to get into a military
conflict with Iran, “we’d
send a hell of a lot more”

troops.
Khamenei, Iran’s
supreme leader who

has final say on all state
matters, was quoted by
state TV as telling senior
officials that his coun-
try won’t negotiate with
the United States, calling
such talks “poison.”

But he also said,
“Neither we, nor them is
seeking war. They know
that it is not to their
benefit” At a Tuesday
evening gathering, he
reportedly added: “This
is not a military confron-
tation, because no war is
going to happen.”

Washington recently
deployed an aircraft car-
rier, the USS Abraham
Lincoln, and B-52 bomb-
ers to the Persian Gulf to
counter alleged, still-un-
specified threats from
Tehran.

The US has recently
warned ships that “Iran
or its proxies” could be
targeting maritime traf-
fic in the region.

Meanwhile, the de-
tails around alleged acts
of sabotage to four oil
tankers, including two
belonging to Saudi Ara-
bia, off the coast of the
UAE’s port of Fujairah re-
main unclear.

Satellite images ob-
tained Tuesday by the
AP showed no visible
damage to the vessels,
and Gulf officials have
refused to say who they
suspected was responsi-
ble. The MT Andrea Vic-
tory, one of the alleged
targets, sustained a hole
in its hull just above its
waterline from “an un-
known object,” its owner
Thome Ship Manage-
ment said in a statement.

Images of the Nor-
wegian ship, which the
company said was “not
in any danger of sink-
ing,” showed damage
similar to what the firm
described.

India had world’s highest child
mortality rate in 2015: Lancet study

WASHINGTON, MAy 15
(PTI): India had more
deaths among children
under five than any oth-
er country in 2015, with
large disparities in the
child mortality rate be-
tween richer and poorer
states, a Lancet study has
found. The researchers
at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of
Public Health in the US
analysed state-level In-
dian data on the causes
of death among children
under five for the years
2000-2015.

They found that In-
dia made great progress
during the period, re-
ducing annual mortality
among children under
five from 2.5 million in
2000 to 1.2 million in
2015 -- which was still
the highest in the world.

However, among In-
dia’s states, great dis-
parities remained: The
highest mortality rate in
Assam was more than
seven times that in Goa.

Although most un-
der-five deaths were due
to preterm complica-
tions, preventable infec-
tious diseases featured
prominently as causes
of death in higher-mor-
tality states.

“India can acceler-
ate its reduction of un-
der-five mortality rates
by scaling up vaccine
coverage and improving
childbirth and neonatal
care, especially in states
where mortality rates
remain high,” said Li Liu,
PhD, assistant professor
at the Bloomberg School.
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Using data sources
from Indian government
health surveys, the team
assessed total mortali-
ty, mortality rates and
causes of mortality for
children under five in

25 states.
United Nations Mil-
lennium  Development

Goals (MDG) set in the
year 2000 was to reduce
the under-five mortality
rate in 2015 to one-third
of the 1990 figure.

For India that would
have meant reducing the
under-five mortality rate
to 39 deaths per 1,000
live births.

The analysis showed,
however, that despite
great progress since
1990 -- and even since
2000 when the un-
der-five mortality rate
was 90.5 deaths per
1,000 live births -- India
in 2015 was still well
above the MDG target,
at 47.8 deaths per 1,000
live births.

Most (57.9 per cent)
of deaths among Indian
children under five in
2015 occurred in the first
four weeks of life -- the
neonatal period.

Countrywide, the
leading cause of death for
children under five was
preterm birth complica-
tions, which accounted
for 27.5 per cent of the
mortality total.

However, second on
the list for cause-of-death
was pneumonia (15.9
per cent of deaths), and
infectious illnesses were
more often among the
top causes in the poorer,

high-mortality states.

“Noncommunicable
diseases such as preterm
birth complications and
congenital abnormal-
ities were usually the
leading causes in states
with low under-five
mortality,” Liu said.

Although progress in
reducing the under-five
mortality rate has been
occurring  throughout
India, the period from
2000 to 2015 saw wid-
ening disparities among
richer and poorer states
-- ranging from Goa’s 9.7
under-five deaths per
1,000 live births to As-
sam’s 73.1.

Liu used as a basic in-
dicator of overall dispari-
ty the ratio of the highest
regional mortality rate
(Northeast region) vs the
lowest (South region),
and found that that ra-
tio increased from 1.4 in
2000 to 2.1 in 2015.

To accelerate India’s
progress against child
mortality, the team rec-
ommends more exten-
sive use of childhood
vaccines, particularly
against pneumonia-
and meningitis-causing
Streptococcus and H in-
fluenzae bacteria.

They also advocate
-- especially for high-
er-mortality regions -- a
scaling up of standard
care strategies for new-
borns, including “kan-
garoo care” in which the
baby rests against the
mother’s skin, thermal
care to reduce hypother-
mia and early initiation
of breastfeeding.

Hafiz Saeed’s brother-in-
law arrested in Pakistan

BY M ZULQERNAIN

LAHORE, MAy 15 (PTI):
Outlawed Jamaat-ud-Da-
wa’s top leader and Mum-
bai attack mastermind
Hafiz Saeed’s brother-in-
law Hafiz Abdur Rehman
Makki has been arrested
for hate speech and crit-
icising the Pakistan gov-
ernment, police said on

Wednesday.
Makki, head of JuD’s
political and interna-

tional affairs wing and
in-charge of its charity
Falah-e-Insaniat Foun-
dation (FIF), was arrest-
ed during a government
crackdown against the
outlawed organisations.

Punjab police spokes-
person Nabila Ghazanfar
confirmed Makki’s ar-
rest. She, however, did
not explain the charges
under which he was ar-
rested.

Sources said Makki
has been arrested for
making a hate speech in
Gujranwala city, some
80-km from Lahore.

The sources also said
his arrest should be seen
in connection with the
government’s steps to
comply with the require-
ment of the Financial Ac-

tion Task Force (FATF).

The US Department
of the Treasury has des-
ignated Saeed as a Spe-
cially Designated Global
Terrorist, and the US,
since 2012, has offered
a USD 10 million reward
for information that
brings him to justice.

Saeed is keeping a
low profile and currently
living at his Lahore resi-
dence under high secu-
rity. For the first time in
two decades, Saeed was
not allowed to enter and
deliver weekly sermon
at JuD headquarters in
Lahore since early this
March. The JuD and
its sister organization
Falah-i-Insaniat (FIF)
leadership has already
gone underground in the
wake of the government’s
action against the pro-
scribed organizations.

In February, Par-
is-based  international
terror financing watch-
dog FATF decided to con-
tinue the ‘Grey’ listing of
Pakistan for its failure
to stop funding of ter-
rorist groups such as
the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM), the Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba (LeT) and the JuD.

Iran’s supremeleader makes uraniumenrichmentthreat

DuBAl, MAY 15 (AP): Iran’s su-
preme leader issued a veiled threat
in the same speech in which he
stated that “no one is seeking war,”
saying it wouldn’t be difficult for
the Islamic Republic to enrich ura-
nium to weapons-grade levels amid
rising tensions with the US, state
media reported Wednesday.
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s com-
ments late Tuesday came after Yemen'’s
Houthi rebels launched a coordinated
drone attack on a critical oil pipeline

conflict in the Mideast with America.
He reportedly told senior officials
that his country won'’t negotiate with

they could reach 20% enrichment
within four days. Though Iran main-
tains its nuclear program is for

Saudi Arabia and are believed by
the West to receive weapons from
Iran, said earlier Tuesday that they
launched seven drones targeting
vital Saudi installations. That includ-
ed two pumping stations along its
critical East-West Pipeline, which
can carry nearly 5 million barrels

of crude a day to the Red Sea.

Saudi Aramco, the government-con-
trolled oil company, said that as a pre-
caution, it temporarily shut down the
pipeline and contained a fire, which

in Saudi Arabia. A satellite image ob-
tained by The Associated Press shows
one of the two pumping stations at-
tacked by the drones apparently intact.
The drone assault is just the latest
incident in the Mideast to shake global
energy markets, as authorities allege
oil tankers anchored off the coast of
the United Arab Emirates were tar-
geted by sabotage. Benchmark Brent
crude prices remained around 71 a
barrel in early trading Wednesday.
Meanwhile, the US is deploying an
aircraft carrier strike group and B-52
bombers into the region in response
to a still-unspecified threat from
Iran, further ramping up tensions a
year after President Donald Trump
withdrew America from Tehran’s
nuclear deal with world powers.
Speaking Tuesday night in Teh-
ran at an iftar, the traditional dinner
Muslims have when breaking their
daylong fast during the holy month
of Ramadan, Khamenei's report-
ed comments first focused on him
downplaying the chances of a wider

the United States, calling such talks
“poison.” But he also said, “Neither
we, nor them is seeking war. They
know that it is not to their benefit.”
In Wednesday’s edition, the state-run
IRAN newspaper carried his com-
ments on the nuclear program, his first
since Iran announced it would begin
backing away from the accord itself.
Tehran is threatening to re-
sume higher enrichment in 60
days if no new nuclear deal is in
place, beyond the 3.67 per cent
permitted by the current deal be-
tween Tehran and world powers.
[ranian officials have said that

peaceful purposes, scientists say
the time needed to reach the 90 per
cent threshold for weapons-grade
uranium is halved once uranium is
enriched to around 20 per cent.
“Achieving 20 per cent enrichment
is the most difficult part,” Khamenei
said, according to the newspaper.
“The next steps are easier than this
step.” It was a telling remark from the
supreme leader. Iran is not known
to have enriched beyond 20 per cent
previously and it's unclear how far
Tehran is willing to go in this process.
Khamene spoke just after Yemen'’s
Houthi rebels, who are at war with

caused minor damage to one pumping
station. It added that Saudi Aramco’s
oil and gas supplies were not affected.

An image from San Francisco-based
Planet Labs Inc. that the AP examined
on Wednesday shows Saudi Aramco’s
Pumping Station No. 8 outside of the
town of al-Duadmi, 330 kilometers
west of the kingdom'’s capital, Riyadh.

The photo, taken Tuesday after
the attack, shows two black marks
near where the East-West Pipeline
passes by the facility. Those marks
weren’t there in images taken Mon-
day. The facility otherwise appeared
intact, corroborating in part Sau-

di Arabia’s earlier comments.

Details around alleged acts of sab-
otage to four oil tankers, including
two belonging to Saudi Arabia, off the
coast of the UAE’s port of Fujairah
remain unclear. Satellite images ob-
tained Tuesday by the AP from Colora-
do-based Maxar Technologies showed
no visible damage to the vessels, and
Gulf officials have refused to say who
they suspected was responsible.
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THE ON E! The John Wick actor, Keanu Reeves shows off some
Matrix moves as he is honored with a handprint ceremony at the Chinese

Theatre in Hollywood.
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London, May 15 (PTI):
George Clooney has ruled
himself out of the 2020 US
presidential race, saying he
does not have the appropri-
ate “skill” for politics.

The actor-activist’'s fre-
quent and public criticism of
US President Donald Trump
ever since he assumed the
post in 2016 had led people
to believe he could run for of-
fice in the 2020 elections.

However, the 58-year-old
star said politics does not
seem to be a logical place for
him. “I am not going to get
into politics. It doesn’t seem
like a very logical place for
me to be able to apply what
skills I have. I don’t have to
make compromise for the
things that 1 stand for and
the things I believe in like
politicians do. So it is not
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he was speaking at the “Catch
22" press conference in Rome
on Tuesday. He has starred
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| am not going to yet into
politics: George Clooney

in, co-directed and produced
the Hulu series.

Clooney said he is “ner-
vous” about people rotating
towards “authoritarianism”
in present times.

“It is a very nervous time

around the world. People
sliding towards authoritar-
ianism, it is something that
is nerve-wrecking and that
we should constantly moni-
tor. The press do a very good
job with that. I happen to be
an optimist and I think that
things turn around and it will
hopefully head that way in
the next election cycle.”

e

DEAR READERS,
IFYOUAREHAVING TROUBLE G
YOUR COPY OF THE SUMMIT
IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD,

MESSAGE OR WHATSAPP US YOUR
NAME AND ADDRESS AT 7001622863
AND WE WILL ENSURE THAT THE

NEWSPAPER REACHES YOU.

Los ANGELES, MAy 15 (PTI):
M Night Shyamalan has start-
ed working on his next and
the director says the feature
film will have an element of
science fiction.

The filmmaker made the
announcement on Tuesday
on Twitter.

“Outlining new film... Has
a little fun sci-fi bent. Feels so
good to begin a new story,’
wrote Shyamalan.

The director’s latest
film “Glass” was universally
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M Night Shyamalan’s
next to have ‘sci-fi bent’

panned by critics upon its de-
but in theatres in January, but
the film went to rake in over
USD 240 million worldwide.
Shyamalan said the criti-
cism of the film made him cry
hard. “Glass”, featured Bruce
Willis, James McAvoy and
Samuel L Jackson, was a se-
quel to the filmmaker’s “Un-
breakable” and “Split”.
Shyamalan is working on
Apple series “Servant”. He
is also developing a feature
film, titled “Labour of Love”.
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India moots tax breaks,
refunds for foreign film unifs

BY SAIBAL CHATTERJEE

CANNES, MAy 15 (PTI): India is working to-
wards making it easier for foreign film units
to shoot in the country not only by overhaul-
ing clearance-granting mechanisms, but also
by providing incentives like tax refunds and
subsidies to international movie projects.

This was revealed by Amit Khare, the in-
formation and broadcasting secretary, during
the opening function of the India Pavilion at
the 72nd Cannes Film Festival.

“We are in the process of talking to film
industry players here, especially those based
in France, to take this new initiative forward,”
Khare said.

“The Indian government is keen to do
whatever it takes to make it more attractive
for foreign producers to film in India.”

He added: “What is most encouraging
is that many state governments are coming
forward to offer their locations for foreign
film shoots. They have realised that there is
a close connection between cinema, tourism
and the economy.”

The Marche du Film (Cannes Film Market)
head Jerome Paillard, who also addressed the
opening session in the India Pavilion, said:
“We hope to have enhanced collaborations
with India. If we can contribute to expanding
the partnership between the two countries in
any manner, it will be important for us.”

Discussions are on for various In-
dia-France co-productions, he added.

The opening day in the Pavilion was dedi-
cated to the promotion of the 50th edition of
the International Film Festival of India (IFFI),
scheduled from November 20 to 28 this year.

A poster of the upcoming festival was
launched along with the latest edition of the
India Film Guide, a handbook that spells out
the facilities that are available in India as a
film location.

Khare referred in particular to the differ-
ence that the Film Facilitation Office, which
was set up a few years ago, has made to
streamlining clearances for foreign film units.

“A film crew does not have to seek sepa-
rate permissions anymore to shoot in a her-
itage building, on a railway property or in a
forest area. Single-window clearance is now
an established reality.”

“We now also want to incentivise foreign
film units by exploring the possibility of re-
funding taxes and granting subsidies to them
when they shoot in India,” Khare said.

The inauguration of the India Pavilion was
attended, among others, by Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) chairman Prasoon
Joshi, the joint secretary of the information
and broadcasting ministry Ashok Kumar Par-
mar and veteran film producer Bobby Bedi,
who moderated the session.

Gate Blanchett, Yuvonne
Strahovuski to star in ‘Stateless’

Los ANGELES, MAy 15 (PTI):
Cate Blanchett is set to fea-
ture in Australian TV psycho-
logical drama “Stateless”.

According to The Holly-
wood Reporter, the Oscar
winner was earlier attached
to make her full-fledged
directorial debut with the
show but will now serve as
a co-creator along with Elise
McCredie and Tony Ayres.

Now, Jocelyn Moorhouse
and Emma Freeman are di-
recting the series.

“The Handmaid’s Tale”
star Yvonne Strahovski is
joining Blanchett in the show.

The limited run, six-ep-
isode series will have an

Talking

trapped in a labyrinth of psy-
chiatric and legal systems,
landing her in Australia’s no-
torious Baxter Immigration
Detention Center.

about
less”, Blanchett said, “Whilst

escalating lack of faith in
the political process and the
deeply unsettling impact

this has on individual lives.”
script is

The penned

“State- by McCredie and Belinda

Chayko. McCredie is also

all-female writing and direct-
ing team.

Based on the true story,
the show follows a German
Australian woman, Cornelia
Rau, who in 2004 escaped
a frightening cult only to be

this story centers on Aus-
tralia, the dilemmas that it
explores through four ab-
sorbing characters will res-
onate globally: the desire
for personal freedom, the
need for social stability, an

serving as showrunner and
executive producer. Liz Watts
will executive produce too.

The series will also fea-
ture Jai Courtney, Asher
Keddie, Fayssal Bazzi and
Dominic West.

To attack Vidyasagar is to attack
Bangla language: Mahesh Bhatt

MumMmBAlL, MAy 15 (PTI): Vet-
eran filmmaker Mahesh
Bhatt on Wednesday con-
demned the desecration of
the statue of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar during a road
show violence in Kolkata,
saying the attack on the so-
cial reformer is akin to an at-
tack on the Bengali language.

Clashes broke out be-
tween BJP supporters and
student activists and those
of the Left and Trinamool
Congress Chatra Parishad
(TMCP) during BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah’s road show
on Tuesday:.

Officials said trouble be-

gan after stones were pelted
at Amit Shah’s convoy as
it passed through College
Street and the arterial Bidhan
Sarani on its way to Swami
Vivekananda’s residence in
north Kolkata, a little over
3.5 km from Esplanade in
the heart of the city, where
it began.

“To attack Pandit Vidya
Sagar is to attack Bangla
language. To begin with, he
simplified Bangla for study-
ing through Borno Porichoy
(Introduction to Letters)”
Bhatt tweeted, tagging TMC
spokesperson Derek O’Brien.

A college named after

Iswarchandra Vidyasagar, a
key figure in the Bengal re-
naissance, was ransacked
and a bust of the 19th cen-
tury educationist was shat-
tered. Both BJP and TMC are
blaming each other for the
destruction of the statue.

Through “Borno
Porichoy”, a series of books
which is considered a classic,
Vidyasagar reconstructed the
Bengali alphabet and simpli-
fied Bengali typography.

He was a campaigner for
remarriage of widows, which
was eventually legalised on
26 July 1856 by the British
government of that time.

ARIES: With Venus on tour through Ari-
es since April 20, you've been speeding
along the romantic superhighway. Per-
haps you've been pressuring your S.0. to
commit to a goal, or maybe you've been
in “love ‘em and leave ‘em” bachelor(ette)
mode. Today, as la love planet slips into
sensual Taurus until June 8, you'll slow
your roll. The next few weeks are about
appreciating the small and sensual things
together, like delicious meals, conversa-
tions that connect you and ambling hand
in hand.

TAURUS: Winning people’s hearts and
minds? You've got that dialed in starting
today as your cosmic ruler, captivating Ve-
nus, grooves into Taurus until June 8. You
could start your own charm school—and
don’t be surprised if admirers emerge out
of thin air. Since Venus also rules your
highest values, use these weeks to filter
out the people and things you don’t want
in your world, from artwork you've out-
grown to friends who drain your energy.
GEMINI: Cupid takes aim at your heart

THE DAY AHEAD

and fires off his love arrows as sensual Ve-
nus sashays into Taurus and your twelfth
house of fantasy until June 8. You're ready
and willing to be swept away, Gemini, but
don’t fall for any old charmer who gallops
up on a white steed. You're susceptible to
illusion under this transit, so while you
do need to let down the drawbridge (dis-
cerningly), you don’t want to slip into that
river called Denial.

CANCER: Seeking your soulmate? Look
no further than your own inner circle (or
your iPhone) over the next few weeks as
love planet Venus makes her annual orbit
through your eleventh house of friends
and technology until June 8. Single Can-
cers could meet intriguing prospects
through group hangs or a new dating app.
Already attached? Lunge into spring train-
ing by doing more outdoorsy activities with
your sweetie or spending more social time
with your blended friend groups.

LEO: There’s no other way to say this, Leo
- you're in the mood for love. Tonight you
may feel a strong urge to be with your

partner. If there isn’t one in your life, you
should take steps to correct that. You may
meet someone who sweeps you off your
feet. You want to be head-in-the-clouds in
love, which is the only way to be!

VIRGO:

You have a generous spirit, Virgo, which
could get you into trouble if you aren’t
careful. When you get a gift of money or
even a hint of one, your tendency is to buy
presents for all your friends. It's hard to
fault you for this, but there are other ways
to show your affection. You could bake
cookies to distribute, for example. This
will keep your money safe and earning
interest.

LIBRA: You're ready for a career change,
Libra, or at least a change of venue. Have
you considered telecommuting one day per
week? That might give you the variety you
seek without needing to find a new job. You
may meet someone today or in the near fu-
ture who will have a dramatic influence on
your career decisions. Listen carefully.
SCORPIO: What is your dream, Scorpio?

Answer that question as specifically as
possible today, then set about attaining
that goal. All signs indicate that whatever
you begin today will pay off big time. Even
though you may feel that your dreams
are too ambitious, there’s no need to feel
overwhelmed. Vow to take things one
step at a time. Keep in mind the old adage,
“Once begun is half done.”

SAGITTARIUS: This may seem odd, Sag-
ittarius, but you may not be the person
you think you are. There are indications
that you have hidden talents. If they come
out today, no one will be more shocked
than you! This could take your career in
an entirely new direction. Strategize ways
to incorporate this talent into your career.
Your work will take on a new dynamic,
and you will take a major leap forward.
CAPRICORN: You're about to experience a
major change in your life’s direction, Cap-
ricorn, and it may occur today. Keep your
mind open to all sorts of possibilities. You're
likely to receive some important informa-
tion. Of course, you may not realize its im-

portance right away. It's only with the pas-
sage of time that you will look back on this
event as pivotal. Make sure you don’t miss it.
AQUARIUS: Is Maison d’Aquarius home
sweet home, or could it stand some
sprucing up? Whether you just need a
fresh coat of paint or a radical makeover,
Venus’ three-week tour of your domestic
zone until June 8 is sure to call forth your
interior decorator. Browsing the shelter
blogs and Pinterest or just pulling paint
swatches from Home Depot will set your
imagination racing.

PISCES: Don’t hold back, Pisces! While
charismatic Venus tours your expressive
third house until June 8, people will be
hanging on your every word. The love
planet can also help you communicate
your amorous desires—because, no, peo-
ple can’t actually read your mind. Let your
love interest know what you fancy for din-
ner or in the boudoir. Single and wading
in the online dating pool? Upload a sexy
new profile picture and start swiping
right with abandon.
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