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cm inaugurates 3 SgaY houses in tadong
Gangtok, 10 Nov [IPR]: 
Chief Minister, Prem Singh 
Tamang inaugurated three 
houses under Sikkim Garib 
Awas Yojana (SGAY) at Amar-
gaon in Tadong today.

The programme which 
was organised by the Rural 
Development Department, 
Government of Sikkim had 
the presence of RDD Minister, 
Sonam Lama, UDD Minister, 
Arun Upreti, Power Minister, 
M.N. Sherpa, Roads and Bridg-
es Minister, Samdup Lepcha 
and Building and Housing 
Minister, Sanjit Kharel, Area 
MLA cum Advisor, Infrastruc-
ture Development and Smart 
City, G.T. Dhungel, MLA Ad-
itya Golay, MLA, YT Lepcha 
and MLA Em Prasad Sharma, 
Political Secretary to CM, Ja-
cob Khaling, Additional Po-
litical Secretary (East), Prin-
cipal Secretary, RDD C.S. Rao, 
Heads of Departments, Depu-
ty Mayor, GMC, Smt. Tshering 

Palden Bhutia, Councillors, 
Additional Political Secretary 
to CM Tshering Wangchuk 
Lepcha, BDOs and depart-
ment officials.

Extending gratitude to 
the Chief Minister for attend-
ing the event as chief guest, 
Principal Secretary, RDD, C.S. 
Rao, said that the SGAY is a 

flagship programme of the 
State government initiated to 
transform the rural landscape 
for the poor and marginalised 
section of the society. He add-

ed that this housing scheme 
aims at facilitating dignified 
housing for the poor in order 
to improve the quality of their 
lives by providing basic ame-

nities. He informed that a total 
number of 1,463 houses under 
SGAY are close to completion 
and will be ready for inaugura-
tion by the end of March 2022.

Addressing the gather-
ing at Phala ground, Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Tamang 
congratulated the three ben-
eficiaries of the SGAY housing 
scheme and applauded the 
efforts and dedication of the 
RDD Department for timely 
completion of houses under 
the SGAY, despite the pan-
demic and other hurdles.

The Chief Minister also 
mentioned that the State 
Government has recently 
launched ‘Sikkim Urban Garib 
Awas Yojana’ (SUGAY), the 
first urban housing scheme in 
Sikkim, to cater to the urban 
poor. The scheme is first of its 
kind in the country which en-
sures that every citizen has a 
roof over their head.
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First Indian layman to be 
conferred sainthood

India-Nepal 
bus service 
resumes after 
over a year
Siliguri, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Bus service between 
Siliguri in West Bengal 
and Kathmandu in Nepal 
resumed after remain-
ing suspended for over a 
year and a half due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

A 45-seater bus left 
the Siliguri Junction bus 
terminus on Tuesday af-
ternoon for Kathmandu 
with a few passengers.

The bus will reach 
Kathmandu via Kakarvi-
ta, Lalgarh, Naubis, as per 
the Siliguri Bus Owners' 
And Booking Agents' As-
sociation.

Passengers travelling 
on the bus will have to be 
fully vaccinated, besides 
following all COVID-safe-
ty protocols, the associa-
tion's president Santosh 
Saha said.

The bus will leave for 
Kathmandu from Siliguri 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays at 3 pm.

The ticket is priced at 
Rs 1,500.

Tour operators ex-
pressed hope, stating that 
the resumption of the bus 
service would boost tour-
ism in the region.

16 new cases and no Covid 
deaths in Sikkim in past 24 hrs

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 10 Nov: 

Sikkim recorded 16 fresh cases 
of Covid-19 in the last 24 hours 

taking the state’s tally of confirmed 
cases to 32,074. These 16 cases were 
picked up from the testing of 507 
samples giving Sikkim a daily test 
positivity rate to 3.1%.

As per the Daily Report of CO-
VID-19 in Sikkim released by the 
Integrated Disease Surveillance Pro-
gramme of Health Department, 11 
cases were detected in RT-PCR test-
ing of 316 samples and five in rapid 
antigen testing of 189 samples. 

While nine of the cases were reg-
istered in East District where 332 
samples were screened, six of the 77 
samples tested in South District re-
turned positive and only one of the 
80 samples tested in West District re-

turned positive. All 18 samples tested 
in North Sikkim returned negative 
for Covid.

No Covid death was reported in 
the past 24 hours and the toll contin-
ues to hold at 400.

Meanwhile, Sikkim’s count of re-
covered cases inched up to 31,217 
with 13 people making full recov-
eries and getting discharged from 
home isolation yesterday.

There are currently 124 active 
Covidcases in the State of whom 
only 16 are with symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitalisation. 
There is only one Covid patient in 
ICU in Sikkim.

On Tuesday, 780 people received 
the Covishieldvaccine, 746 complet-
ing their vaccination schedule with 
the second dose and 34 receiving 
their first jab.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Nov 10 (PTI): Devasa-
hayam Pillai, a Hindu 
converted to Christianity 
in the 18th century, will 
become the first Indian 
layman to be conferred 
sainthood.

Pope Francis will 
canonize Blessed Deva-
sahayam Pillai, together 
with six other Blesseds, 
during a Canonization 
Mass in St Peter's Ba-
silica in Vatican on May 
15, 2022, Church officials 
said here on Wednesday.

The announcement 
was made by the Congre-
gation for the Causes of 
Saints in the Vatican on 

Tuesday. With the com-
pletion of the process, 
Pillai, who took the name 
"Lazarus" after embracing 
Christianity in 1745, will 
become the first lay per-
son from India to become 
a saint, the church said.

"Lazarus" or "Devasa-
hayam" in the local lan-
guage, meaning "God is 
my help".

"While preaching, he 
particularly insisted on 
the equality of all people, 
despite caste differences. 
This aroused the hatred 
of the higher classes, 
and he was arrested in 
1749. After enduring 
increasing hardships, 

he received the crown 
of martyrdom when he 
was shot on 14 January 
1752", a note prepared 
by the Vatican said.

Sites linked with his 
life and martyrdom are 
in Kottar Diocese, in 
Kanyakumari district of 
Tamil Nadu. Devasahay-
am was declared Blessed 
on December 2, 2012, in 
Kottar, 300 years after 
his birth.

He was born into a 
Hindu Nair family at Nat-
talam in Kanyakumari 
district, which was part 
of erstwhile Travancore 
kingdom, on 23 April, 
1712.

Education Minister releases music 
video for Uday Sotang’s Jogi

SANDHYA ARGHYA IN GANGTOK
Wednesday was the third day of Chhath Puja. After 
a full day of fasting, devotees performed Sandhy-
aArghya, making offering to the setting Sun as can 

be seen in this pic snapped in Tadong. This is the 
only time of the year when Arghya is given to the 
setting sun. [from SANDEEP PRASAD]

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 10 Nov: 

The music video for 
UdaySotang’s latest 

song, ‘Jogi,’ was released 
here on Wednesday. 

The music video fea-
tures DayahangRai and 
upcoming artist from 
Sikkim, Leezum Lepcha, 
and was released on the 
YouTube channel, Uday 
Manila Sotang Official.

With UdaySotang 
penning the lyrics and 
putting it to music, the 
video has been directed 
by Rajesh Puma Raias-
sisted by Raj Dong as as-
sistant director, features 
cinematography by Ut-
savDahal and has been 
edited by BikashDahal.  

The release func-
tion had Education 
M i n i s t e r, Ku n g a N i m a 
Lepcha, as chief guest.

In his address, the 
Minister remarked that 
Sikkim and Nepal enjoy 
a strong relationship 
especially in music and 
culture and said that 
the relationship should 

always continue. 
He appreciated the 

efforts of UdaySotangin 
providing exposure to 
artists from Sikkim and 
urged him to continue 
his efforts in guiding lo-
cal artists on the right 
direction. 

Earlier, UdaySotang-
said that there were 
many talented artists in 
Sikkim and the neigh-
bouring hills who were 
lacking platforms and 
opportunities. 

“I am always seeking 
good artists from these 

regions to provide them 
better exposure and plat-
forms,” he said. 

He also applauded 
the work of Leezum Lep-
cha.

Likewise, Leezum 
Lepcha, who recently 
debuted with the Nepali 
music video,OjhalTimi, 
produced from Sikkim, 
shared her experience of 
working on Jogiand said 
that to feature alongside 
established Nepali artist 
DayahangRai was a big 
opportunity for her to 
learn more about acting. 

“It was a great experi-
ence to work with Daya-
hangRai who created a 
comfortable environ-
ment for me to perform 
better in the video,” she 
said.

Teasers of upcom-
ing music videos, Euta 
Kura by UdaySotang with 
Leepandi Lepcha from 
Sikkim and Oye Mori 
again by UdaySotangand 
featuring popular Nepali 
artist, Aryan Sigdel and 
Leezum Lepcha were 
also released during the 
function.

Covid 
suspension 
ends, Centre 
says MPs to get 
development 
funds again
New Delhi, 10 Nov [PTI]: 
The Union Cabinet today 
approved restoration 
and continuation of the 
Member of Parliament 
Local Area Develop-
ment Scheme (MPLADS), 
which was suspended 
in view of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Addressing a 
press conference after a 
meeting of the Cabinet 
presided by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister Anurag Thakur 
said the scheme has been 
restored for the remain-
ing part of financial year 
2021-22. The scheme will 
continue till 2025-26.

Funds will be released 
at the rate of  2 crore per 
MP for the remaining pe-
riod of 2021-22 in one 
instalment, he said.

From 2022-23 to 
2025-26, funds will be re-
leased under the scheme 
at the rate of  5 crore per 
annum to each of the MPs 
in two instalments of   2.5 
crore each, he added.

In April last year, the 
government had sus-
pended MPLADS during 
2020-21 and 2021-22, 
and said that the funds 
would be used for man-
aging health services and 
the adverse impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
the country.

Under the scheme, 
MPs can recommend de-
velopment programmes 
involving expenditure 
of  5 crore every year in 
their constituencies.
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KuTSe SheGu
Kutse Shegu (49th day puja) of Namna Dorjee, 
who passed away on 27 Sept, 2021 falls on 14 Nov, 
2021. We therefore, humbly request our relatives, 
friends and well-wishers to join us in offering 
prayers at our residence at Arithang, Gangtok on 
the aforementioned date, duly following the Co-
vid-19 protocol in place.

We also take this opportunity to thank every-
one who stood by us during the time of bereave-
ment. Your support and assistance was indeed a 
great solace to us. It means a lot and we are truly 
indebted to each and every one of you.

Chumzey Doma (Chum Maili) - wife, 
Karma Doma Youtso - daughter,
Yangchuk Den Youtso - daughter,

Chopel Lepcha - son-in-law &
Jigme Norbu - son.
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 He also stressed on the need to address the growing 
levels of urban poverty in the State and urged all the 
stakeholders to work in coordination for effective im-
plementation of the scheme.

The programme was also addressed by UDD Min-
ister, Arun K. Upreti, and RDD Minister, Sonam Lama, 
wherein they thanked the Chief Minister for the devel-
opmental works during the course of his leadership 
and further appealed the public to play the role of a 
supervisor whenever a government project or scheme 
is underway.

Area MLA, Tadong, G.T. Dhungel, in his address, 
thanked the CM for introducing these schemes for the 
welfare of the poor. He expressed gratitude on behalf 
of his constituency for the development projects sanc-
tioned by the State government.

Calling it a historic achievement, UDD Secre-
tary, M.T. Sherpa, outlined that the housing scheme 
SUGAY is aligned with the Sustainable Development 
Goals set forth by the United Nations namely Goal 11: 
Sustainable Cities and Communities by providing af-
fordable and safe housing to the urban poor, Goal 5: 
Gender Equality by allotment of housing flats in the 
name of the female head of the household and Goal 
3: Good Health and Well Being by providing well de-
signed individual houses and group housing. He also 
took the opportunity to thank the CM and the State 
government for gifting Sikkim with its first fully State-
sponsored urban housing scheme. The scheme also 
focuses on encouraging gender neutrality movement 
by providing ownership to the head female member 
of the house, he added.

Earlier today, the Chief Minister also laid the foun-
dation stone of one house under the Sikkim Urban 
Garib Awas Yojana (SUGAY) near Greendale School in 
Daragaon before attending the inaugural function.

cm inaugurates...
BJP Sikkim urges Govt to control 

spread of dengue in Singtam-Rangpo

ICAR-NRCO and ICAR-CIFA to 
integrate orchid and fish farming 

chief miniSter prem 
Singh tamang’S 
meSSage on the 

occaSion of national 
education daY

I extend my warm greetings and best wishes to 
the people of Sikkim on the occasion of National 

Education Day, which marks the birth anniversa-
ry of Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, who served as 
the first Minister of Education from 1947 to 1958.

Maulana Azad was a freedom fighter and a 
reformer who was committed to developing the 
Nation through education. The education sector 
is one of the priority sectors of the State Govern-
ment and we have focused on improving infra-
structure, facilities, and the quality of education 
being provided in the State.

Our Government has initiated the establish-
ment of Universities and colleges to enhance the 
level of higher education in Sikkim. We are fo-
cused on providing the best facilities at the pri-
mary level to assist in building a strong founda-
tion for our students.

Recently, schools and educational institutions 
have recommenced classes after a prolonged gap 
due to COVID-19. As we gradually recover from the 
effects of the pandemic, we will initiate our plans to 
further enhance the education sector and provide 
the best facilities in our schools and colleges.

On this historic day, I would like to congratu-
late and extend my best wishes to the officers and 
employees of the education department, teaching 
faculties, students, and the committees associ-
ated with the educational institutions.

Minister inaugurates newly 
constructed SGAY house

Ward Sabha for Dikchu Jang 
under Rakdong-Tintek GPu

Gangtok, 10 Nov (PIB): 
Orchids are one of the 
high value crop cultivat-
ed for cut flowers and pot 
plant in Sikkim. Usually, 
the orchids are grown 
on the benches thus the 
space below the benches 
remains unutilized that 
can be suitably used for 
growing other crops/
rearing fishes, etc. 

The utilization of un-
used space below the 
orchid benches become 
more important because 
orchids have long juve-
nile phase ranging from 
2-4 years depending 
upon cultivar. Director, 
ICAR-CIFA and Director 
ICAR-NRCO joined their 
hands together with the 
idea of culturing orchids 
with fishes [ornamental 
and edible] to boost the 
income of orchid farm-
ers not only during the 
juvenile phase of or-
chids but also through-

out the cultivation peri-
od. To make it successful 
experts from CIFA and 
NRCO had a thorough 
discussion on the sub-
ject on 08.11.2021 and 
came up with a model 
for farming fishes with 
the orchids. 

This novel model is 
the integration of the 
well-established technol-
ogies developed by ICAR-

CIFA and ICAR-NRCO. On 
9th of November 2021, 
the idea for integrating 
fishes with orchids was 
put before40 farmers 
engaged in cultivation of 
orchids/fishes.  

Director (Acting), 
Dr Ram Pal,ICAR-NRCO 
talked about Scope and 
Avenues of Orchid Culti-
vation in Sikkim. Direc-
tor (Acting), ICAR-CIFA, 

DrSaroj Kumar Swain 
discussed about the 
"Possibility of Ornamen-
tal Fish Culture for High 
Returns in Hills”. 

Principal Scientist 
(Carp & Tilapia Breed-
ing) ICAR-CIFA, Dr Pad-
manavRoutray delivered 
a lecture on “Tilapia Cul-
ture for Livelihood Sup-
port for Hill Farmers”. 

The farmers were 

keen to adopt the model. 
Director-CIFA agreed 
to install a demonstra-
tion unit of the model at 
ICAR-NRC for Orchids, 
Sikkim as well as some 
units at the farmers' field 
under NEH Programme. 
During this program a 
training manual on “In-
tegrated Model of Orchid 
and Aquaculture” was 
also released.

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 10 Nov:

Bharatiya Janata Party 
Sikkim has urged the 

State Government and 
the Health Department 
to take immediate steps 
to prevent the spread of 
dengue in Singtam-Rang-
po area and to ensure a 
proper health care sys-
tem in this regard.

In a press release, 
BJP Sikkim spokesper-
son, Raju Giri has said 
that there has been 
rapid spread of dengue 
in Singtam-Rangpo and 

adjacent areas over the 
last few weeks, causing 
many unexpected deaths 
in these areas. 

Citing sources, BJP 
Sikkim has said that 
Rangpo PHC, Singtam, 
District Hospital and 
STNM Hospital, Sochak-
gang are facing a lack 
of facilities like blood 
platelet boosting sys-
tems which is crucial for 
dengue treatment due 
to which CRH Manipal is 
facing a high flow of den-
gue infected patients. 

"We also urge the 

government to launch 
preventive measures 
and also urge NGOs 
and civil society to 
spread awareness in 
their respective areas 
and aware the people 
about the proper mea-
sures to be taken so 
that no one loses their 
lives in the epidemic. 
We have collectively 
fought against the 
COVID 19 in recent 
times, so let's work with 
the same enthusiasm to 
overcome this epidemic," 
the release states.

WANGChuK BhuTIA
Dikchu, 10 Nov:

A Ward Sabha for Dik-
chu Jang ward under 

Rakdong-Tintek GPU of 
East Sikkim was held at 
its Gram Prasashan Ken-
dra today. The Sabha was 
presided over by ward 
panchayat, Chandra Lall 
Sharma along with Rural 
Development Assistant, 
Lachumit Lepcha and was 
attended by the officials 
and the general public. 

During the Sabha, the 
demands for different de-
velopment schemes like 
drinking water supply, 
drainage training, ben-
eficiaries of old age pen-
sion, etc. were discussed 
and unanimously passed 
by the house.   

The Gram Sabha also 
discussed littering along 
the roads by tourists 
plying to North Sikkim 
which has raised serious 
concern in the area. 

Gyalshing, 10 Nov 
(IPR): The Minister-cum-
Area MLA of Gyalshing-
Bermiok constituency, 
Lok Nath Sharma inau-
gurated newly construct-
ed house of Sikkim Garib 
Awas Yojana (SGAY) at 
Ghaiyabari/Martam GPU 
and handed over to the 
beneficiary Gyan Prasad 
Sharma. 

He was accompanied 
by the Advisor Animal 
Husbandry and Vet-
erinary Services, Durga 
Prasad Pradhan, Block 
Development Officer, Hee 
Martam BAC, Prativa Ta-
mang, Panchayat Presi-
dent Martam GPU, CL Kun-
war, officials and others.

Mr Sharma offered 
khada and congratulated 
the beneficiary for the 
new single storey RCC 
structure, which con-
sists of a living room, two 
bedrooms, kitchen, toilet 

along with TV and furni-
ture comprising of 1 sofa 
set, 1centre table, 2 almi-
rah, 2 single beds, and 1 
double bed. This was the 
sixth SGAY house of the 
constituency inaugurat-
ed, since yesterday.

Earlier, he visited 
Sumbok ward and inter-
acted with the local pub-
lic. He listened to their 
grievances individually 
and extended support 
at personal level.He also 
visited Government Pri-

mary School Chewri-
botey and spoke with the 
District In-charge, Edu-
cation (West), telephoni-
cally, to expedite pend-
ing works so as to com-
mence the construction 
of a sanctioned work of 
double storey four room 
school building. 

Then, he also took 
round of integrated pri-
vate farm of Shanti Maya 
Subba and applauded her 
hardship for adopting 
farming, professionally.

Rhea Chakraborty's bank accounts 
unfrozen, laptop and mobile returned

mumbai, 10 Nov [NDTV]: A special an-
ti-drugs court has ordered the unfreez-
ing of actress Rhea Chakraborty's bank 
accounts after almost 14 months. The 
court has also permitted the return of 
her laptop and mobile phone. 

The actress had filed a please in the 
special court requesting access to her 
bank accounts and electronic gadgets. 
She must furnish an indemnity bond 
of   1 lakh for the return of her laptop 
and mobile phone. She cannot discard 
or sell the phone and the laptop till the 
investigation is over, the court ordered.

Ms Chakraborty and her brother 
were among over two dozen people 
arrested by the Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) on September 8 last year 
over allegations of arranging drugs 
for Sushant Singh Rajput, a 34-year-
old movie star who was found dead 

in his Mumbai home on June 14. Her 
bank accounts were frozen a few days 
later.

Advocate Nikhil Maneshinde, ap-
pearing for the actress, argued the mat-
ter would take time for disposal and it 
was not necessary to freeze the bank 
accounts.

Special public prosecutor AtulSar-
pande, representing the anti-drugs 
agency, said the financial investigation 
in the case was going on and the inves-
tigation could be hampered if the ac-
counts were unfrozen.

"From the reply of the (NCB) of-
ficer, it appears that there is no strong 
objection from the respondent side 
for unfreezing the bank account and 
FDs (fixed deposits) of the applicant," 
the court said while accepting Ms 
Chakraborty's plea.   

Nykaa founder becomes 
India's wealthiest self-

made female billionaire 
New Delhi, 10 Nov 
[Bloomberg]: Falguni-
Nayar's beauty startup 
has jolted her to the 
ranks of the world's 
richest.

Nayar, who owns 
about half of Nykaa, is 
now worth about $6.5 
billion as shares of the 
firm surged as much as 
96% when they started 
trading Wednesday. She's 
become India's wealthiest 
self-made female billionaire, 
according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index. 

FSN E-Commerce 
Ventures, Nykaa's par-
ent entity, is India's first 
woman-led unicorn to 
hit the stock exchange. 
It priced its initial public 
offering at the top end of 
a marketed range, raising 
53.5 billion rupees ($722 
million). The stock was 
up 78% as of 10:36 a.m. 
in Mumbai. 

Nayar, who formerly 
led a top Indian invest-
ment bank, founded Nykaa 
in 2012 just months be-
fore turning 50. Back then, 
most women in the country 
bought makeup and hair-
care products at neighbor-
hood mom-and-pop stores 
where the selection was 
scanty and trials unheard 
of. 

The startup has since 
grown into the country's 
leading beauty retailer, 
buoying online sales 
with demo videos by 
glamorous Bollywood ac-
tors and celebrities and 
more than 70 brick-and-
mortar stores. Nykaa, 
derived from the San-
skrit word for heroine, 
sells items including ex-
foliation creams, bridal 
make-up essentials and 
hundreds of shades of 
lipstick, foundation and 
nail color to suit Indian 

skin tones, skin types 
and local weather. Its 
sales surged 35% to 
$330 million in the year 
ended in March, accord-
ing to its filing. Nykaa is 
a profitable company, a 
rarity among the internet 
startups making a debut 
in the public markets.

Nayar owns her com-
pany stake through two 
family trusts and seven 
other promoter entities. 
Her Ivy League-educated 
daughter and son, who 
run different Nykaa units, 
are among the promoters. 

While Nayar is India's 
richest self-made female 
billionaire, Savitri Jindal, 
who controls the OP Jindal 
Group conglomerate found-
ed by her late husband, 
is the nation's wealthiest 
woman. Her fortune is 
valued at $12.9 billion, ac-
cording to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index, a ranking 
of the world's 500 richest 
people.

Nykaa's IPO is one of 
the many consumer Inter-
net companies making its 
debut this year amid a soar-
ing stock market. Paytm, 
India's leading digital pay-
ments firm backed by War-
ren Buffett's Berkshire Ha-
thaway Inc. and Masayoshi 
Son's SoftBank Group Corp. 
closes for subscription on 
Wednesday. One97 Com-
munications Ltd., its opera-
tor, is vying for a $2.5 billion 
listing, the nation's biggest.

While Nykaa has 
changed Indians' outlook 
from making do with just a 
lipstick and kajal eyeliner, 
"we have a long way to go," 
Nayar told Bloomberg ahead 
of the IPO. Women -- and 
even men -- in the country of 
1.3 billion people are just be-
ginning to open their wallets 
to splurge on make-up and 
grooming products.

Tripura CM 
demands 
Agartala-
Dhaka flight 
service
Agartala, Nov 10 
(PTI): Tripura Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb 
on Wednesday requested 
Civil Aviation Minister Jy-
otiradityaScindia to start 
direct flight service be-
tween Tripura and Ban-
gladesh.

During a video confer-
encing with Scindia, the 
CM placed the demand 
for starting direct inter-
national flight service 
between Agartala-Dhaka 
and Agartala-Chittagong, 
helicopter service to dif-
ferent tourist spots in 
the state to boost tour-
ism industry, building of 
a runway at Kailashahar 
and VAT reduction on do-
mestic flights.

Later in a social media 
post, the chief minister 
said that the Union Civil 
Aviation Minister had as-
sured full support to the 
Tripura Government for 
fulfilling the proposal.

In the video confer-
ence, the chief minister 
was accompanied by 
Chief Secretary Kumar 
Alok and other officials.

Tripura shares a 856 
km long border with the 
neighbouring country.

Sources in the Air-
ports Authority of India 
(AII) said the new termi-
nal building at the Maha-
raja BirBikram Airport in 
Agartala, with a capac-
ity to handle 1,200 pas-
sengers per day, almost 
three times more than 
the existing facility, is ex-
pected to become opera-
tional very soon.

The new terminal 
building will have six 
bays, one hangar, 20 
check-in counters, 5 cus-
tom counters and 10 im-
migration counters, in-
line baggage system and 
a solar power unit.

The new terminal 
would be decorated with 
miniature sculptures of 
the 11th century rock 
carvings of Unakoti, and 
the Tripureswari temple, 
one of the 51 "Shakti 
peeths" of the country, 
the sources said.

Construction work of 
the new terminal build-
ing was started in 2017.

The Agartala airport 
was built as a military 
airstrip by the British on 
the land donated by the 
then king of Tripura, Ma-
haraja BirBikramMan-
ikyaBahadur, which was 
renamed after him in July, 
2018.
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Renovated primary school building 
inaugurated at Biraspati Prasai School

SAGAR CheTTRI
Gangtok, 10 Nov: 

The renovated building of 
the primary section of Bi-

raspatiParsaiSenior Secondary 
School at Marchak in Ranipool-
was inaugurated by area MLA, 
SonamTsheringVenchungpa, on 
Wednesday. 

The renovated building has 
student-friendly class rooms 
along with a library and other 
facilities, including a play area 
for students.

Mr Venchungpa was accom-
panied to the opening ceremony 
by chairperson, Sikkim Labour 
Welfare Board, Ganga Parsai, 
ADC [East] PariBishnoi and of-
ficials from Education Depart-
ment. Retired teachers and for-
mer students were also invited 
to the inauguration. 

Principal,BiraspatiParsai SSS, 
Sandhya Sharma,informed that the 
renovation was carried out with a 
sanction of Rs 7 lakh from Educa-
tion Department and financial as-
sistance of Rs 2 lakh from the Dis-
trict Collectorate Office [East]. 

She further mentioned that 
retired teachers and ex-students 
of the school also contributed to-
wards repairs and fencing works. 

In his address, Mr Venchun-
gpathanked the Education De-
partment and the DC Office for 
their assistance and said that the 

state government was investing 
to provide better infrastructure 
and facilities to students. 

He suggested that the Prin-
cipal start a mentorship pro-
gramme for students by inviting 
officials from elite services and 
established personalities of Sik-

kim to take students under their 
wings. 

The brief inaugural ceremo-
ny also included a cultural pre-
sentation by students and con-
cluded with vote of thanks pro-
posed by CD Lepcha, a teacher at 
the school.

ICAR promotes livelihood 
improvement options through dairy

Gangtok, 10 Nov 
(PIB): ICAR-Nat ional 
Dairy Research Insti-
tute-ERS, Kalyani, West 
Bengal along with ICAR 
Research Complex for 
NEH Region Sikkim Cen-
tre, Tadong, and ICAR-
KVK, East Sikkim, Rani-
pool, jointly organized 
a daylong programme 
on “Livelihood Improve-
ment through Dairy 
Farming in North East-
ern Region of India” at 
Sajongin East District on 
10 Nov.

Held under the chair-
manship of Principal 
Scientist,Dr Tapas K Dut-
ta, ICAR-National Dairy 
Research Institute-ERS, 
Kalyani, West Bengal, the 
programme had Prin-
cipal Scientist & Joint 
Director I/c, Dr Ram 
GopalLaha,ICAR RC for 
NEH Region, Sikkim Cen-
tre was the chief guest. 

P r i n c i p a l 
S c i e n t i s t , D r S u b r a t a 
K Das, Principal 
Scientist,Dr Champak 
Bhakat, Principal Sci-
entist, DrAnupamChat-
terjee, Senior Scientist 
from ICAR-NDRI ERS, 
Kalyani, (WB), Dr Mo-
han Mondol, Scientist of 
ICAR Research Complex 
for NEH Region, DrAmit 
Kumar, Sikkim Centre, 
Tadong along with Head 
I/c, Dr JK Singh, SMS, 
DrManoj Kumar and SMS 
of ICAR-KVK, Dr Boniface 
Lepcha,Ranipool, East 
Sikkim participated in 
the endeavor. Organizer 
showed their gratitude 
towards Director, Dr MS 
Chauhan,NDRI, JD (R), 
DrDheer Singh,NDRI, 
Head, ERS, Dr SM 
Deb,NDRI for their whole 
hearted support.

The main aim behind 
this programme was 
to make farmers aware 
about animal health 
management as well as 
providing necessary nu-
trition to their livestock 
and also to help the farm-
ers of North East through 

ICAR Institute situated 
outside the North East. 
About 100 farmers from 
the whole

GPU attended the 
programme and benefit-
ed with healthy Vanaraja 
day old chicks (DOCs), 
feed and other necessary 
nutritional supplements 
for their livestock. This 
programme covered the 
distribution of 2000 nos. 
of dual purpose Vanaraja 
(DOCs) along with 2000 
kg starter feed, 80 num-
ber poultry feeders and 
80 number water pots; 
2500 kg cattle feed along 
with 100 kg mineral 
mixture and 1400 kg pig 
feed.

The programme was 
initiated by a welcome 
address by Dr JK Singh 
highlighted the impor-
tant activities of KVK East 
Sikkim for the welfare of 
the farming community 
of East district farmers. 
He also expressed his 
gratitude towards the en-
tire team of ICAR-NDRI-
ERS, Kalyani, West Ben-
gal for conducting such 
a beneficial programme 
for the welfare of the 
livestock farming com-
munity of Sikkim. He fur-
ther requested the farm-
ers to opt for scientific 
livestock management 
practices to increase 
their farming income. 
The animal health camp 
received overwhelming 
response from the farm-
ers and good apprecia-
tion from all sections of 
villagers. Dr R Laha, em-
phasized the importance 

of the livestock sector 
for livelihood security of 
farmers as well as sus-
tainable organic agricul-
ture in Sikkim. He also 
added that mixed farm-
ing combining agricul-
ture and livestock plays 
an important role in 
strengthening the overall 
rural economy of Sikkim. 
He urged the farmers to 
grab the opportunity to 
improve their livelihood.

Principal Scientist & 
NEH Project In charge 
and the chairman of 
the programme, Dr TK 
Dutta,Principal Scien-
tist, Dr SK Das,Principal 
Scientist, Dr Champak 
Bhakat,Principal Scien-
tist, Dr A Chatterjeeand 
Principal Scientist from 
ICAR-NDRI-ERS, Dr M 
Mondol,Kalyani, West 
Bengal extended their 
whole hearted sup-
port to organize the 
programme. They high-
lighted the main intent 
behind this programme. 
They elaborated about 
the rearing and manage-
ment of livestock and 
also the existence of ma-
jor livestock and poul-
try diseases and their 
preventive and control 
measures during the 
interactive session. The 
issues related to live-
stock health, common 
infections, other disease 
conditions prevailing in 
the area and constraints 
faced by them were dis-
cussed. Other issues like 
transportation stress, 
housing, preventive 
health measures, clean-

ing and hygiene status, 
clean milk production 
etc was discussed. The 
farmers present were 
also made aware of the 
effect of climate change 
on agriculture and live-
stock production and the 
farmers were suggested 
to implement every pos-
sible technology for con-
verting livestock farming 
into profitable ventures.  
Scientist (Agronomy), 
DrAmit Kumar, ICAR Sik-
kim Centre, Tadong talk-
ed about the scientific 
management practices 
of backyard poultry pro-
duction technology for-
livelihood improvement 
of the farmers.

Panchayat presi-
dent, ChukiDoma 
Bhutia,RauteyRumtek 
GPU appraised the ICAR 
Sikkim Centre, KVK 
East Sikkim and NDRI 
Reginal Centre, Kalyani, 
West Bengal for provid-
ing necessary livestock 
inputs as well as sci-
entific knowledge to 
the farmers during the 
programme. She further 
assured the full support 
to the institutes for suc-
cessful implementation 
of such programme in 
near future. The pro-
gramme was followed 
by a very effective 
Framer’s Scientist Inter-
action Session and end-
ed with a vote of thanks 
delivered by Dr Manoj 
Kumar. The programme 
was successfully coor-
dinated by Sh. Boniface 
Lepcha, SMS-Horticlture, 
ICAR-KVK East Sikkim.

Bengal minister 
attacked by mob

Baharampur (WB), 
Nov 10 (PTI): West Ben-
gal minister SubrataSaha 
was on Wednesday eve-
ning attacked by a mob 
in Murshidabad district 
shortly after he met fam-
ily members of an acci-
dent victim, a senior po-
lice officer said.

The Trinamool Con-

gress leader, however, 
escaped unhurt.

The mob threw bricks 
at his vehicle and its win-
dow glass was damaged 
when the minister of state 
for food processing and 
horticulture was coming 
out of the house of the ac-
cident victim at Barua area.

"Police officers who 

were present there es-
corted him to safety. We 
have started an investi-
gation into the matter," 
the IPS officer said.

It is not clear why he 
was targeted but a meet-
ing of his party was going 
on in a nearby place and 
those present there at-
tacked him, he said.

Supreme 
Court's 
warning on 
fines for states 
on consumer 
redressal 
panels
New Delhi, 10 Nov [PTI]: 
The Supreme Court today 
delivered a sharp rebuke 
over the delay in the fil-
ing of the status reports 
by the states on vacan-
cies and infrastructure 
issues in the consumer 
dispute panels.

Today's reproach 
came three months after 
the court gave an eight-
week deadline to fill all 
the vacancies in the con-
sumer dispute panels.

Warning the state 
governments about the 
imposition of fines, the 
court said: "By (the) next 
time also, if you don't 
file the status reports, 
we will impose ₹ 2 lakh 
cost on all of you. All the 
imposed costs will be re-
covered from the officers 
concerned."

"Unless states are 
very keen to get notices 
of contempt, they should 
comply with the dead-
lines," the court further 
said in a series of sharp 
remarks.

Gujarat, Goa, Delhi, 
Rajasthan, Kerala, Punjab 
have not filed a response 
about the staff and Bihar 
has not submitted its re-
sponse on infrastructure-
related issues, the court 
was told today.

Last month, the court 
had rapped the centre too 
and said: "If the govern-
ment does not want the 
tribunals then abolish 
the Act! Citizens are suf-
fering.Theseare places of 
remedy like consumer 
forums and daily life is 
affected." "We are stretch-
ing our jurisdiction to see 
the vacancies are filled in. 
Normally we should not 
spend time on this and the 
posts should be filled. Un-
fortunately, the judiciary 
is called upon to see that 
these posts are manned. 
This is not a very happy 
situation," the court said.

In August, Maharash-
tra, Andhra Pradesh, Bi-
har, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya and Jharkhand 
were among the states 
that were slammed over 
the lackadaisical ap-
proach. "The way states 
are acting is unacceptable. 
You do not want citizens 
to get redressal," the court 
had said at the time. 

Shortage fears as farmers form long 
queues outside fertilizer centres in UP

Lucknow, 10 Nov [PTI]: 
With the beginning of the 
sowing season for Rabi 
crops, long queues of 
farmers are being seen at 
government-run fertilizer 
centres in Uttar Pradesh, 
even as the Centre claims 
there is no shortage of fer-
tilizers in the country.

Videos shot by jour-
nalists showed hundreds 
of farmers standing in 
long queues at centres in 
Hardoi (in central UP) and 
Aligarh in the western part 
of the state, with some of 
them claiming they had 
been waiting for hours for 
a sack of fertilizer.

In both the districts, 
government and police 
officials handed out pa-
per tokens to farmers in 
an attempt to make the 
process of fertilizer sale 
more orderly.

In Aligarh, the po-
lice were filmed trying 
to regulate huge crowds 
and hand out tokens at 

a centre in the district's 
Atrauli town.

Farmers at this cen-
tre claimed of a short-
age in fertilisers. Sohan 
Pal Singh, a farmer, said, 
"They are saying the 
stock is 360 or 400 kat-
tas (local measurement 
unit). There are thou-
sands of people (waiting 
to buy), how will every-
one get fertilizer?"

A local administra-
tion official said some 
shortage was there but it 
has been "sorted out".

"There was some 
shortage but we have 
sorted it out. We are try-
ing to ensure organised 
sale. The point-of-sale 
machine was facing prob-
lems so we distributed 
tokens to facilitate sale. 
We are trying our best to 
ensure there are no prob-
lems," said Ravi Shankar 
Singh, an UP govern-
ment official in Aligarh. 
In Hardoi, a farmer who 

identified himself as Ajay 
claimed he had been 
standing in queue since 4 
am but received no fertil-
izer till late in the day.

A local official said 
the fertilizer sale process 
is being streamlined.

“We have found that 
apart from farmers their 
relatives are also coming 
to the fertilizer centres. 
We have appealed them 
not to crowd at such cen-
tres. We have implement-
ed a system of tokens 
so that there is no black 
marketing of fertilizer,” 
said VandanaTrivedi, a 
senior official.

According to latest 
data from the Union de-
partment of fertilizers, 
Uttar Pradesh's overall 
fertilizer stock as of this 
morning, at 1,818 lakh 
metric tonnes, is at least 
10 per cent more than 
the demand generated 
since the beginning of 
the month.

Myanmar Junta charges US journalist 
with terrorism, sedition

Yangon, 10 Nov [AFP]: 
Myanmar's junta has 
charged a US journalist 
detained since May with 
sedition and terrorism, 
which carry a maximum 
sentence of life impris-
onment, his lawyer said 
Wednesday.

The military has 
squeezed the press since 
taking power in a Febru-
ary coup, arresting doz-
ens of journalists critical 
of its crackdown on dis-
sent that has killed over 
1,200 people, accord-
ing to a local monitoring 
group.

Danny Fenster, who 
had been working for lo-
cal outlet Frontier Myan-
mar for around a year, 
was arrested as he was 
heading home to see his 
family in May and has 
been held in Yangon's In-
sein prison since.

The 37-year-old is 
already on trial for al-
legedly encouraging dis-
sent against the military, 
unlawful association and 
breaching immigration 
law.

The additional charg-
es under Myanmar's 
anti-terror and sedition 
laws open Fenster up to 
a maximum sentence of 
life imprisonment. The 
trial is scheduled to be-
gin on November 16.

"He has become quite 
thin," Than ZawAung 
said.

Fenster was "disap-
pointed" at being hit with 
the new charges, which 
were filed on Tuesday, 
the lawyer added.

They come days after 
former US diplomat and 
hostage negotiator Bill 
Richardson met junta 
chief Min AungHlaing in 
the capital Naypyidaw, 
handing the increasingly 
isolated junta some rare 
publicity.

Richardson has previ-

ously negotiated the re-
lease of prisoners and US 
servicemen in North Ko-
rea, Cuba, Iraq and Sudan 
and has recently sought 
to free US-affiliated in-
mates in Venezuela.

The former UN am-
bassador said he was 
hopeful he had brokered 
a deal for a resumption of 
visits by the Internation-
al Committee of the Red 
Cross to prisons -- which 
have been filled with po-
litical prisoners.

Richardson, declining 
to give further details, 
said the US State Depart-
ment asked him not to 
raise Fenster's case dur-
ing his visit.

"Danny's case has 
become emblematic 
of the utter contempt 
Myanmar's military has 
for independent media," 
Emerlynne Gil, Amnesty 
International's deputy 
regional director for re-
search, said in a state-
ment.

"These harsh new 
charges only further 
highlight the clumsy at-
tempt to prosecute an 
independent journalist 
who should be freed im-
mediately and uncon-
ditionally so he can be 
reunited with his family 
and friends."

Fenster is believed 
to have contracted CO-
VID-19 during his de-
tention, family members 
said during a conference 
call with American jour-

nalists in August.
He last spoke with 

US consular officials 
by phone on October 
31, State Department 
spokesman Ned Price 
said Monday, adding 
Washington remained 
"deeply concerned over 
his continued detention".

The Southeast Asian 
country has been mired 
in chaos since the mili-
tary ousted Aung San 
SuuKyi's elected govern-
ment, with the junta try-
ing to crush widespread 
democracy protests and 
stamp out dissent.

The military has 
tightened control over 
the flow of information, 
throttling internet access 
and revoking the licences 
of local media outlets.

Several journal-
ists critical of the mili-
tary government were 
among those released 
last month in a junta am-
nesty to mark a Buddhist 
festival.

More than 100 jour-
nalists have been ar-
rested since the putsch, 
according to Reporting 
ASEAN, a monitoring 
group.

It says 31 are still in 
detention.

The coup snuffed out 
the country's short-lived 
experiment with democ-
racy, with civilian leader 
SuuKyi now facing a raft 
of charges in a junta 
court that could see her 
jailed for decades.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Unfortunately, Even Etiquette 
Needs To Be Enforced

Honking curtailed, let’s try and curtail 
mobile phone urges now

Drive out to any section of road in Sikkim where 
traffic cops are unlikely to spy on the driving 

habits of the hands controlling the wheels, and you 
are bound to come across drivers chatting away on 
their mobile phones. An occasional driver might 
have the hands-free option to service his tele-
com-dependence, but a majority will have a hand 
pressed to their ears to keep conversations go-
ing. The frequency of such sightings is unnerving, 
but the practice continues.  As the town limits ap-
proach, so do the artful dodges to evade detection. 
And this is only one of the risks and irritations one 
suffers on Sikkim roads.

Driving into Gangtok is not an experience rec-
ommended for those short on patience. The wind-
fall of EMI-option ownership has littered the roads 
with more vehicles than can move unhindered on 
the capital’s hemmed by buildings roads. For a 
highway, a national one at that, NH10 in Gangtok is 
ridiculously ambushed by bottlenecks in its course 
up the Gangtok hill, and any drive to town needs 
lurching and stalling through serpentine stretches 
of idling vehicles and groaning engines and moan-
ing passengers. What is now noticeably missing 
from the experience is the harassment of near 
ceaseless honking by the more impatient drivers 
who somehow believe that the horn helps clear 
out jams. Well, they didn’t, at least not in Sikkim, 
but the relative calm of reduced honking on Gang-
tok roads has made the traffic snarls slightly less 
unnerving. This, largely thanks to the bordering 
on facetious sight of traffic police personnel dis-
playing banners discouraging avoidable honking. 
Drivers and commuters are not used to traffic 
cops making such sober ‘appeals’, given that its 
reprimands or tough traffic management that 
they are normally seen doing, and it is perhaps 
for this reason that the placard effort was initially 
either not noticed, or suspected of being even a 
prank. But the uniform is a powerful medium to 
convey messages it seems, and thus, without any 
challans being cut or drivers embarrassed on the 
highway, the Gangtok propensity to honk every 
time the vehicle ahead so much as slows down, has 
been quelled. Of course, the occasional instinctive 
pressing of the horn still happens, but more and 
more drivers are learning to control their urge only 
because the cops have been strict. 

The honking on Gangtok roads has come down 
for this reason and not because of a realisation that 
it is irritating, disturbing, unnecessary or [noise] 
pollution-causing, and with that is reinforced the 
dejection that despite everything, even etiquette, 
unfortunately, needs to be enforced. Since the traf-
fic personnel have achieved so much so quickly for 
Gangtok and Sikkim’s other towns, it is hoped that 
they also fashion some means of saving commut-
ers from irresponsible driving common on Sikkim 
roads, the perpetually talking on phone syndrome 
requiring immediate attention. And this effort needs 
to move beyond the city roads and needs interven-
tions along the otherwise not-policed stretches.

COP26: meat eating is a big climate issue 
– but isn’t getting the attention it deserves

Facebook, the metaverse and the 
monetisation of higher education

emmA GARNeTT
theconversation.com

UK prime minister Boris Johnson launched the 
COP26 climate summit in Glasgow with the 

mantra of “coal, cars, cash and trees”. But thus far 
the summit has largely ignored the elephant in the 
room. Or rather, the cows, pigs, chickens and fish.

The global food system is currently responsible 
for about a quarter of all human made greenhouse 
gases, a figure that is projected to increase. The in-
crease in food system emissions alone threatens 
warming above 1.5₹. There is no doubt we need 
to stop burning fossil fuels, but reducing livestock 
consumption in high- and middle-income coun-
tries is also vital to both protect the climate and 
restore nature.

Governments at COP26 have pledged to halt 
deforestation and cut methane emissions 30% by 
2030. Eating lots of meat is a big driver of both, but 
so far no reduction targets have been announced. 
The pledge to protect nature signed by 45 govern-
ments didn’t mention meat consumption at all, 
while the US agriculture secretary claimed in an 
interview that Americans don’t need to produce or 
eat less meat at all.

Here are four reasons why less meat (and dairy) 
on our plates needs to be on the table at COP26.

1. LIVESTOCK HAVE HIGH CARBON FOOT-
PRINTS

It is not very efficient to feed plants to livestock 
when we could eat the plants directly ourselves. 
Even though cows, sheep and goats can eat grass, 
unlike humans, they still need lots of land for graz-
ing which could otherwise store more carbon di-
oxide as natural forests, grasslands or bogs, or in 
some cases be used to grow plant crops for human 
consumption. These animals also produce substan-
tial amounts of methane in their digestive systems, 
which is a powerful greenhouse gas.

The carbon footprint of beef and lamb is rough-
ly three times higher than that of pork, poultry or 

farmed fish per 100g of protein, and 24 times high-
er than pulses such as beans and lentils. Livestock 
produces just 18% of global calories and 37% of 
protein, but is responsible for more than half of 
food’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Small amounts of meat and dairy have a role in 
sustainable food systems, while some plants have 
quite high environmental impacts and some nuts 
use lots of water. But in general, even meat with the 
lowest carbon footprints still has higher emissions 
than the highest emitting plant-based foods which 
are high in protein.

2. REDUCING LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 
WOULD PROTECT NATURE

Farmland takes up 50% of Earth’s habitable 
land, and the vast majority of that farmland is used 
for livestock and their feed. Farming is the leading 
cause of natural habitat loss, which is the biggest 
threat to wildlife. Beef production is the top driver 
of tropical forest loss.

Eating more meat means that more natural 
habitat needs to be cleared and deforested, and the 
diets of people in high- and middle-income coun-
tries can be key drivers of global deforestation. 
Conversely, reducing meat consumption would 
free up land which could be restored to benefit 
people and wildlife, and store carbon.

3. MEAT PRODUCTION HAS QUADRUPLED 
SINCE THE 1960S

Since 1961, meat production worldwide has 
quadrupled as meat supply per person has almost 
doubled (from 23kg to more than 43kg) and the 
human population has more than doubled (from 3 
billion to 7 billion).

The number of animals slaughtered each year 
has consequently skyrocketed. The number of chick-
ens killed each year has increased tenfold since the 
1960s (from 6.6 billion to 68.8 billion), pigs have al-
most quadrupled (0.4 billion to 1.5 billion) and cows 
have increased from 0.2 billion to 0.3 billion.

Meat consumption is also very unevenly distrib-
uted. Just as richer countries tend to have higher 

greenhouse gas emissions, they also tend to eat 
more meat. For example, the average US citizen 
is supplied with 124kg of meat a year, whereas in 
China, Nigeria and India it’s 61kg, 7kg and 4kg re-
spectively.

4. MORE SUSTAINABLE MEANS MORE 
HEALTHY

Healthy and sustainable diets broadly overlap: 
diets with small amounts of red and processed 
meat, and high in vegetables, wholegrains and 
pulses. There are some important exceptions: oily 
fish benefits health but the fuel used by fishing 
boats means it generally has higher greenhouse 
gas emissions than plant-based proteins, while 
many fish populations are overfished. Sugar, on the 
other hand, has a relatively low environmental im-
pact but doesn’t have any nutritional value besides 
calories.

The Planetary Health Diet – a healthy diet de-
signed to minimise environmental damage – rec-
ommends on average three small portions of meat, 
two small portions of fish and seven glasses of milk 
a week. However, many of the poorest people in 
low-income countries eat less meat and fish than 
this or don’t have access to healthy alternative 
foods. They could benefit from increasing, not de-
creasing, the amount of animal products they eat. 
This makes it even more vital that people eating 
lots of meat, fish and dairy cut back.

There are many different policies that could 
make healthy and sustainable diets more accessi-
ble. These include removing subsidies for livestock 
farming, helping livestock farmers to transition to 
alternative farming systems, making menus mostly 
plant-based, and promoting behaviour changes 
through prominent positioning and cheaper prices 
for healthy and sustainable food. Education and 
public information – while important – won’t be 
enough by themselves. We need to step up to the 
plate: the planet depends on it.

[the writer is Sustainability Research 
Fellow, University of Cambridge]

JohN PReSToN
theconversation.com

The metaverse is a virtual world in 
which users, represented by an 

avatar, can shop, socialise, take part 
in leisure activities – and learn. Its 
development has become a priority 
for many tech companies, including 
Facebook (which recently changed 
its company name to Meta) and Mi-
crosoft.

In a recent video presentation, 
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg out-
lined the ways in which the meta-
verse would supposedly revolutio-
nise life. Education was a key focus. 
Learning would become an immer-
sive experience. By donning glasses 
or a headset, students could virtually 
“teleport” to any place or time. They 
could bring any object – a planet, a 
human organ, a car engine – to them 
to learn about it.

Some aspects of the metaverse 
have already made their way into 
universities. The real revolutionary 
potential of the metaverse lies in how 
it allows for further profit to be made 
in higher education. As my recent 
research on digital technologies and 
higher education shows, these devel-
opments may further monetise the 
student experience and exploit the 
work of academics.

EXISTING TECHNOLOGIES
The metaverse promises a joined-

up online experience, in which a sin-
gle avatar can move between spaces 
– such as an online shop and a lec-
ture theatre. However, many of the 
individual innovations mentioned in 
Facebook’s presentation already ex-
ist in some forms. 

Online worlds such as Second Life 
and even the block building game 
Minecraft are used by universities. 
They can enhance lectures or allow 
distance learners to virtually visit a 
campus. Virtual reality simulations 
help students in medicine or archi-
tecture practice skills that are diffi-
cult to rehearse in real life. 

The metaverse will allow students 
to have an increasingly “cyber-physi-
cal” university experience, where the 
virtual world merges with the real 
one. Many students have already ex-
perienced something similar. During 
the pandemic, learning has shifted 
between online and in person.

In his presentation, Zuckerberg 
described how the metaverse would 
lead to the employment of developers 
and creatives to build new teaching 
environments. However, this indus-
try is already up and running. An ex-
ample is online “edutainment”, where 
games facilitate learning through a 
combination of education and enter-
tainment.

PROFITING FROM EDUCATION
The metaverse has the potential 

to change how a university educa-

tion and the work of academics is 
monetised. A university lecture used 
to be delivered in real time, by a real 
lecturer to a limited real audience of 
students – a single commodity. The 
rise of virtual environments such as 
Zoom have changed this.

Now a lecturer is often teaching 
both an audience of real students and 
a virtual audience simultaneously. 
The in-person lecture and the virtual 
presentation represent two commod-
ities which can be sold and bought, 
increasing productivity and profits. 
In the metaverse, what was originally 
one lecture could become available in 
multiple formats.

If recorded academic lectures 
become the intellectual property of 
universities rather than individual 
lecturers, the metaverse academic 
might find their words and ideas re-
packaged and presented through ar-
tificial intelligence in the metaverse. 
These technologies could allow for 
the production of an infinite number 
of lectures delivered by a range of 
animated and avatar academics.

It will be possible for money to be 
transferred between the metaverse 
and reality. Students may find that 
their learning can be paid for in a va-
riety of new ways. This might be buy-
ing a virtual seat in a lecture hall with 
a particularly entertaining animated 
professor, converting a qualification 
earned in the virtual world into a 

real-world certificate or paying fees 
in bitcoin.

Ultimately, the metaverse might 
result in the end of some traditional 
forms of university education. Rather 
than attending a single bricks-and-
mortar institution, students might 
flock to the cyber-physical realm in-
stead. In the metaverse, they could 
learn from virtual experiences pro-
vided by a range of global universi-
ties.

Academics might become 
edutainers, working with developers 
to create experiences for students. 
The future for university lecturers 
might lie in self-employment, provid-
ing tailor-made learning experiences 
for a range of customers.

Paradoxically, the rise of the 
metaverse may eventually lead to the 
creation of face-to-face alternatives. 
In this hypothetical future, academ-
ics who find themselves replaced by 
AI lecturers and students who cannot 
afford state-of-the-art online learn-
ing experiences will turn to in-per-
son, co-operative education.

Students whose education has 
shifted online during the pandemic 
have been increasingly demanding 
a return to face-to-face lecturing. 
It may be that the metaverse is not 
the inevitable future of education 
after all.

[the writer is Professor of 
Sociology, University of Essex]
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1 arrested with pangolin in 
West Bengal's Jalpaiguri

Arunachal reports 7 
new COVID cases

Assam report three fresh deaths, 
247 new CoVID-19 cases

former cong leader joins bJp in J&K
Jammu, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Former Congress leader 
and prominent busi-
nessman Y V Sharma on 
Wednesday joined the 
BJP here, pledging to 
work towards strength-
ening the party in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Sharma, a former 
president of Jammu 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, quit the 
Congress in December 
last year. He, along with 
his supporters, was wel-
comed into the BJP fold 
by Jammu and Kashmir 
BJP president Ravin-
derRaina and MP Jugal 
Kishore at the party 
headquarters here.

"I am joining the BJP 
after being influenced 
by Prime Minister Na-
rendraModi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah, who 
have devoted full atten-
tion towards the sensi-
tive Jammu and Kashmir, 
which is hit hard by Pak-
istan-sponsored terror-
ism over the past three 
decades," Sharma said.

He said he will work 
in accordance with the 

policies and directions 
of the party with utmost 
devotion and dedication.

"Businessmen are the 
wealth creators and em-
ployment generators, and 
hence the doors of the 
party should always remain 
open for them," he said, 
vowing to play a crucial 
link between the party and 
the community to address 
their issues. Expressing 

happiness over Sharma's 
joining, Raina said the poli-
cies of the BJP-led central 
government were attract-
ing people from all walks 
of life into the party fold as 
they benefited every sec-
tion of the society in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

"The BJP is getting 
strengthened in every 
nook and corner of Jam-
mu and Kashmir with 

prominent people, who 
desire to serve the peo-
ple, increasingly joining 
the party," he said.

"Given the public sup-
port, we are confident of 
forming the next govern-
ment with absolute major-
ity in the Union Territory, 
which will go to assembly 
polls after the completion 
of the ongoing delimita-
tion exercise. The next 

chief minister in Jammu 
and Kashmir will be from 
the BJP," Raina said.

He assured the peo-
ple that the BJP will not 
allow "injustice or dis-
crimination". MP Jugal 
Kishore credited Raina for 
strengthening the party 
and said prominent people 
joining the BJP in such huge 
numbers was the result of 
his sincere efforts.

India-Nepal bus service 
resumes after over a year

No new COVID-19 case in Andamans

Odisha logs 387 new COVID-19 
cases, 4 fresh fatalities

UP man dies in Police Station, family 
suspect cops' role; 5 suspended

Vietnamese oil tanker seized by 
Iran now free in open waters

Schools, roads closed, 1 person 
dead in snowstorm in China

BeIJING (AP): A snow-
storm that has lingered 
for several days in 
northeastern China has 
forced schools to close, 
suspended rail services, 
crushed greenhouses 
and left one person dead.

More than 50 cen-
timeters (20 inches) of 
snow was reported in 
some cities in Liaoning 
province and China’s In-
ner Mongolia region.

Chinese state media 
said that one person died 
in Tongliao, a city in In-
ner Mongolia, but pro-
vided no further details. 
Snow fell for 46 hours 
in the city, the longest 
since at least 1951, state 
broadcaster CCTV said.

The cold front, which 
swept across northwest-
ern China and Beijing last 
weekend, was weaken-
ing and China’s meteoro-

logical agency forecast the 
snow would end Thurs-
day. Workers used excava-
tors to clear roads as the 
snow abated, CCTV said. 
About 1,000 people were 
trapped overnight in ser-
vice areas of highways in 
Jilin province, authorities 
said in a statement posted 
on social media. Some 
highways were closed and 
train service was halted in 
the province.

Bhubaneswar, Nov 10 (PTI): Odi-
sha's COVID-19 tally rose to 10,44,428 
on Wednesday as 387 more people 
tested positive for the infection, 91 
more than the previous day, while 
four fresh fatalities pushed the state's 
coronavirus death toll to 8,368, a 
health bulletin said.

Khurda district, where Bhu-
baneswar is situated, continued to 
register over half of the new cases in the 
state. It reported 195 fresh infections, 
followed by Cuttack at 33. Seventy-five 
of the 387 new patients are in the 0-18 
age group.

Three fresh fatalities were recorded 

in Khurda, and one in Angul. Fifty-three 
other patients have died due to comor-
bidities so far, it said.

The number of active cases dropped 
to 2,980 as 461 more patients recuper-
ated in the last 24 hours, taking the to-
tal number of recoveries to over 10.33 
lakh, the bulletin said.

Five districts did not register any 
new case, while five other districts have 
active cases in single digits.

As many 2.65 crore people have 
taken the first dose of the coronavirus 
vaccine, while 1.29 crore people have 
taken the second jab against the virus, 
it added.

Guwahati, Nov 10 
(PTI): Assam logged 247 
new coronavirus infec-
tions on Tuesday taking 
the state's total tally to 
6,12,798, according to 
a bulletin issued by the 
National Health Mission 
here.

The number of posi-
tive cases detected dur-
ing the day declined from 
280 on the previous day, 
and the positivity rate 
decreased to 0.53 per 
cent as against 0.60 on 
Monday.

The death toll 
climbed to 6,037 with 
three fresh fatalities, the 
bulletin said.

Three people had 

succumbed to COVID-19 
on Monday.

Kamrup (Metro) 
reported 115 new CO-
VID-19 infections, fol-
lowed by 16 in Dibru-
garh, 14 in Barpeta and 
12 in Kamrup (Rural).

Two deaths were 
reported from Kamrup 
(Rural) and one from 
Sivasagar.

The current death 
rate is 0.98 per cent 
while 1,347 coronavirus 
patients have died due to 
other causes.

The number of ac-
tive cases currently in 
the state was 1,954 as 
against 1,939 on Mon-
day, according to The 

new cases were detected 
out of 46,574 tests while 
46,606 clinical examina-
tions were conducted 
on Monday. As many as 
2,50,28,973 samples 
have been tested for CO-
VID-19 in Assam thus far, 
the bulletin said.

The number of pa-
tients who recuperated 
from the disease during 
the day was 229, lower 
than 240 on Monday.

The total recoveries 
have risen to 6,03,463 
and the current recovery 
rate was 98.48 percent.

The cumulative dos-
es administered in the 
state so far increased to 
2.93,66,637.

Jalpaiguri (WB), Nov 
10 (PTI): A man was ar-
rested with a pangolin in 
West Bengal's Jalpaiguri 
district, forest officials 
said on Wednesday.

The arrest was made 
from Jhajangi area in 
??Mainaguri on Tuesday, 
they said.

Forest officials got 
in touch with the traf-
fickers posing as buyers, 

and when two smugglers 
arrived to sell the adult 
male pangolin, one of 
them was arrested.

The gang is involved 
in smuggling pangolin to 
Mumbai from the Dooars 
region, forest officials 
said.

A hunt is on to nab 
the others involved in 
pangolin trafficking, they 
said.

Itanagar, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh re-
ported seven new CO-
VID-19 cases on Wednes-
day, a health official said.

No death was report-
ed in the last 24 hours 
and the toll remained at 
280.

So far, the state has 
reported 55,197 CO-

VID-19 cases, the official 
said.

Of them, 54,873 pa-
tients have recovered, in-
cluding nine on Tuesday.

Arunachal Pradesh 
currently has 44 active 
cases.

The new cases were 
detected after testing 
772 samples on Tuesday.

Siliguri, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Bus service between 
Siliguri in West Bengal 
and Kathmandu in Nepal 
resumed after remain-
ing suspended for over a 
year and a half due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

A 45-seater bus left 
the Siliguri Junction bus 
terminus on Tuesday af-
ternoon for Kathmandu 
with a few passengers.

The bus will reach 
Kathmandu via Kakar-
vita, Lalgarh, Naubis, as 
per the Siliguri Bus Own-
ers' And Booking Agents' 
Association.

Passengers travelling 
on the bus will have to be 
fully vaccinated, besides 
following all COVID-safe-
ty protocols, the associa-
tion's president Santosh-
Saha said.

The bus will leave for 
Kathmandu from Siliguri 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays at 3 pm.

The ticket is priced at 
Rs 1,500.

Tour operators ex-
pressed hope, stating 
that the resumption of 
the bus service would 
boost tourism in the re-
gion.

Port Blair, Nov 10 
(PTI): The COVID-19 tal-
ly of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands remained 
unchanged at 7,665 as no 
fresh infection was de-
tected on Wednesday, a 
health bulletin said.

The Union terri-
tory's coronavirus death 
toll also remained un-
changed at 129 as no 
fresh fatality was regis-
tered, it said.

The archipelago now 
has nine active cases, 
while 7,527 people have 
been cured of the disease 
to date, including one on 
Tuesday.

The administration 
has thus far tested over 
6.09 lakh samples for CO-
VID-19, and inoculated 
over 2.94 lakh people, 
of whom 2.16 lakh have 
been fully vaccinated, it 
added.

The man, Altaf, had 
been brought to the 

police station on Tuesday 
morning for questioning 
in a case filed last week 
linked to the "kidnapping 
of a woman and forced 
marriage".

Etah, Uttar Pradesh: 
Five policemen have 
been suspended in Uttar 
Pradesh's Etah district, 
270 km west of state 
capital Lucknow, after a 
22-year-old man alleged-
ly killed himself at a po-
lice station on Tuesday.

The man, Altaf, had 
been brought to the po-
lice station on Tuesday 
morning for questioning 
in a case filed last week 
linked to the "kidnapping 
of a woman and forced 
marriage".

In a video state-
ment released on Twit-
ter, Etah's Police Chief 
RohanPramodBothre 
claimed the man "asked 
for the toilet" at the po-
lice station. When he did 
not return after a few 
minutes, the cops went 

inside and found him 
dead. 

"He was wearing a 
black jacket and it ap-
pears he hooked the 
string, attached to the 
hood of the jacket, to 
a tap in the washroom 
and tried to strangle 
himself. He was brought 
out unconscious and 
taken to the hospital. He 
died within 5-10 min-
utes," the Police Chief 
said.

The five policemen 
suspended in the case 
have been accused of 
"negligence", according 
to a statement.

Chand Miyan, Altaf's 
father, however, said: "I 
handed over my child to 
the cops. But I suspect 
they are involved in the 
hanging."

Samajwadi Party 
chief AkhileshYadav has 
hit out at the state gov-
ernment over the in-
cident and demanded 
a judicial probe. "The 
death in police station 
of a youth brought in for 

questioning is very sus-
picious. The suspension 
of some policemen on the 
ground of negligence is 
just for show. For justice 
and to restore the faith 
in police under the BJP's 
rule, a judicial probe 
must be conducted."

In December last year, 
the Supreme Court had 
ordered that all police 
stations in the country 
and investigation agen-
cies - including the CBI, 
National Investigation 
Agency and Enforcement 
Directorate - must install 
CCTV cameras with night 
vision and audio record-
ing.

The court said states 
have to install cameras 
with audio at all police 
stations.

Security cameras 
should cover interroga-
tion rooms, lock-ups, en-
tries and exits, said the 
top court.

It is not clear, how-
ever, how many police 
stations in Uttar Pradesh 
have got CCTVs so far.

DuBAI, united Arab emirates (AP): 
A Vietnamese oil tanker earlier seized 
by Iran was free in open water Wednes-
day, ending the latest maritime confron-
tation involving Tehran amid stalled ne-
gotiations over its tattered nuclear deal 
with world powers.

The Sothys left a position off Iran’s 
Bandar Abbas port and had reached in-
ternational waters in the nearby Gulf of 
Oman early Wednesday, data analyzed 
by The Associated Press from MarineT-
raffic.com showed. The vessel appeared 
anchored there, but there was no infor-
mation about its crew.

ShahrokhNazemi, a spokesperson 
for Iran’s mission to the United Nations, 
told the AP on Wednesday that “So-
thys left Iranian waters last night after 
transferring the oil.”

Later Wednesday, Iran’s state-run 
IRNA news agency confirmed the re-
port and said the country’s powerful 
Revolutionary Guard had released the 
Vietnamese tanker after draining the 
Iranian oil from it, under a court order. 
The report did not elaborate on the 
time.

Vietnamese officials could not be 
reached for comment, though its of-
ficials earlier acknowledged trying to 
obtain more information about the sei-
zure from Iran.

The U.S. Navy’s Mideast-based 5th 
Fleet declined to comment.

Iran’s powerful paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard troops on Oct. 24 took 
control of the MV Sothys, a vessel that 
analysts suspect of trying to transfer 
sanctioned Iranian crude oil to Asia. 
U.S. forces had monitored the seizure 
but ultimately didn’t take action as the 

vessel sailed into Iranian waters.
Iran later celebrated its capture of 

the vessel in dramatic footage aired 
on state television, the day before the 
42nd anniversary of the 1979 seizure 
of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran.

The Sothys had been on the ra-
dar of United Against a Nuclear Iran, a 
New York-based advocacy group long 
suspicious of the Islamic Republic. In 
a letter dated Oct. 11 addressed to the 
Vietnam Maritime Administration, the 
group said its analysis of satellite pho-
tos showed the Sothys received a ship-
to-ship transfer of oil in June from an oil 
tanker called the Oman Pride.

The U.S. Treasury identified the 
Oman Pride in August as being used to 
transport Iranian oil as part of a smug-
gling scheme to enrich the Guard’s ex-
peditionary Quds Force. That Iranian 
oil ends up being sold into East Asia, the 
Treasury alleged, without identifying a 
specific country.

Iran’s seizure of the Sothys would 
be the latest in a string of hijackings 
and explosions to roil the Gulf of Oman, 
which sits near the Strait of Hormuz, 
the narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf 
through which a fifth of all traded oil 
passes.

The U.S. Navy blamed Iran for a 
series of limpet mine attacks on ves-
sels that damaged tankers in 2019, 
as well as for a fatal drone attack 
on an Israeli-linked oil tanker that 
killed two European crew members 
earlier this year. Just a few months 
ago, Iranian hijackers stormed and 
briefly captured a Panama-flagged 
asphalt tanker off the United Arab 
Emirates. 
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Brazil bids for direct spot; 
Argentina concerned over messi
Sao Paulo, Nov 10 (AP): 
For front-running Brazil, the 
main aim this week is beat-
ing Colombia and securing an 
automatic spot at next year's 
World Cup in Qatar with plen-
ty of time to spare in South 
American qualifying.

For second-place Argen-
tina, the bigger concern ahead 
of its trip to Uruguay is over 
the fitness of Lionel Messi.

Brazil has 31 points and 
Argentina has 25 from 11 
matches their encounter in 
September was bizarrely sus-
pended after seven minutes of 
play because of concerns from 
authorities over breaches of 
COVID-19 protocols. FIFA will 
decide what to do with it. Ec-
uador (17), Colombia (16) 
and Uruguay (16) hold the 
next three places, but have all 
played 12 matches.

The top four teams in 
South America earn direct en-
try to next year's World Cup. 
The fifth-place team goes into 
an inter-continental playoff 
for a spot in Qatar.

A Brazil victory at the 
NeoQuimica Arena in Sao 
Paulo on Thursday will put 
coach Tite's team 18 points 
ahead of fourth-place Colom-
bia, which will have only five 
more matches in hand. The 
Colombians are the only team 
to hold the Sele o to a draw in 
the current edition of quali-
fiers.

Some mathematical 
combinations allow second-
placed Argentina to hope 

for its direct spot with a win 
against Brazil next week in 
San Juan, but the Copa Amer-
ica champions will have to 
beat Uruguay in Montevideo 
on Friday to have any chance 
of achieving that in front of 
their home fans.

There's three other 
matches in South American 
qualifying on Thursday, in-
cluding Ecuador hosting last-
place Venezuela and Peru 
against Bolivia. Paraguay, in 
eighth place, will play sixth-
place Chile in a match that 
could nearly end qualification 
hopes for one of them. Guill-
ermo Barros Schelotto will 

have his debut as head coach 
after Paraguay fired Eduardo 
Berizzo in October.

BRAZIL vs. COLOMBIA
Brazil, pushing for a re-

cord eighth consecutive home 
win in World Cup qualifiers, 
has had very physical match-
es against Colombia recently. 
And that worries its players 
and coach ahead of Thurs-
day's showdown. It was the 
case at a 0-0 draw in Barran-
quilla last month and also at 
a Copa America group stage 
match in June, won by the 
hosts 2-1 at the last minute in 
Rio de Janeiro.

Thiago Silva, Marquinhos, 

Eder Milit o, Casemiro, Fa-
binho, Gerson, Lucas Paquet 
and Gabriel Jesus will be sus-
pended for Tuesday's match 
at Argentina if they get a yel-
low card against Colombia. 
That is why Tite's starting line 
up is anything but certain.

Colombia is always a very 
tough rival. They have always 
played very hard in these 
games, Brazil midfielder Lu-
cas Paquet told a news confer-
ence Tuesday.

Every match against them 
is a hard-fought one.

Colombia did not score 
any goals in the three rounds 
of qualifiers in October, and 

will miss injured striker Ra-
damelFalcao.

We are not going for a 
draw, we want to beat them 
and have due care," Colombia 
striker Miguel Borja said. Oth-
er teams have gone at them 
and then they concede three, 
four times. We have the po-
tential to win.

Midfielder James Rodr-
guez, who was left out of pre-
vious rounds by coachRein-
aldo Rueda, is back.

URUGUAY vs. ARGENTINA
Messi has travelled to 

Argentina but has a knee in-
jury that kept him out of two 
matches for his club Paris 

Saint-Germain.
Argentina coach Lionel 

Scaloni has not given any 
hints on whether Messi will 
play or, in the case he doesn't, 
who would be picked as a re-
placement.

Scaloni will also be wor-
ried about other players in 
Montevideo. Nicol s Ota-
mendi, Nicol s Tagliafico, 
Lucas Martinez Quarta, Gon-
zalo Montiel, Germ n Pezella, 
Giovanni Lo Celso, Rodrigo De 
Paul, Exequiel Palacios, and 
Nicol s Dom nguez will be out 
against Brazil if they get a yel-
low card.

But it is Uruguay, a team 
that still is in a qualifying po-
sition, which will be under 
more pressure. The Uruguay-
ans had heavy losses to Brazil 
and Argentina last month and 
the future of veteran coach 
scar Tab rez might be at stake 
in the next two qualifiers.

I don't think about that," Tab 
rez said in response to questions 
about his job security.

These decisions are for of-
ficials. I have a contract, I have 
had one for 15 years and my 
obligations are very specific."

Uruguay has a long in-
jury list, including defenders 
Sebasti n C ceres, Sebasti n 
Coates and Mat as Vi a, mid-
fielders Federico Valverde, Ni-
col s de la Cruz and Giorgian 
de Arrascaeta, and forwards 
EdinsonCavani, Darwin N ez 
and Maximiliano G mez. Ro-
drigo Betancur is suspended 
against Argentina.

dream to represent india has 
been fulfilled: Avesh Khan Favourites Pakistan face resurgent 

Australia in T20 WC semis
Dubai, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Pakistan seem primed 
to win their second title 
but it will take a special 
effort to upstage a tena-
cious Australia, which is 
peaking at the right time, 
in the second semifinal of 
the T20 World Cup here 
on Thursday.

Pakistan have turned 
it around following their 
first-round exit in 2016. 
The Babar Azam-led side 
has defied the odds to 
become the team to beat 
this edition. The 2009 
champion is the only 
team that remains un-
defeated in the ongoing 
tournament.

The last time these 
two met in the semifinals 
of a T20 World Cup, Aus-
tralia, inspired by Mike 
Hussey, had beaten Paki-
stan in a thriller.

But in the ongo-
ing edition, the Men 
in Green have resisted 
crumbling under pres-
sure and are comfort-
able in the UAE, having 
hosted several seasons 
of the Pakistan Super 
League and their home 
matches here since the 
2009 terror attack on 
the Sri Lankan team 
shut down international 
cricket in their country.

Following a historic 
win over India where 
they looked completely 
invincible, Pakistan 
have showed very few 
chinks in their armour 
against New Zealand 
and Afghanistan.

The formidable top-
order, led by the tour-
nament's leading run-
scorer Azam (264), who 
has four half-centuries 
against his name, is ex-
pected to deliver once 
again but Australia's 
bowling attack will also 

be ready and waiting to 
capitalise on any slip up.

In case the opening 
duo of Azam and Mo-
hammad Rizwan fail, 
Pakistan have an ar-
ray of match-winners 
in the middle order in 
the form of six-hitting 
machine Asif Ali and 
veterans Shoaib Malik 
and Mohammad Hafeez, 
who all are among the 
runs.

However, the team 
would be expecting 
more from FakharZa-
man, the only one to 
have not made a signifi-
cant contribution with 
the bat yet.

Their bowling attack 
has been as impressive 
as their batting unit if not 
more. Pacers Shaheen 
Shah Afridi and Haris-
Rauf have troubled bat-
ters but Hasan Ali has 
had an ordinary tourna-
ment and, although skip-
per Azam has backed the 
speedster to come good, 
Australia is likely to tar-
get him.

Spinners ImadWa-

sim, Mohammad Hafeez 
and Shadab Khan will 
be skipper Azam's main 
weapons against Aus-
tralia, a side that strug-
gles against spin in gen-
eral.

On the other hand, 
Australia, the 2010 run-
ners-up, are beginning 
to peak at the right time 
in their bid to win their 
only missing title.

Apart from the 
eight-wicket mauling by 
England, Aaron Finch 
and Co. have registered 
dominant wins which 
helped them book a 
semifinal slot ahead of 
South Africa.

Their formidable 
pace attack has been in-
cisive, and leg spinner 
Adam Zampa, who has 
the second most wick-
ets in the tournament, 
has struck regularly in 
the middle overs.

In pacers Josh Hazle-
wood, Mitchell Starc 
and Pat Cummins and 
Zampa, Australia has 
all bases covered in the 
bowling department.

All-rounders Glenn 
Maxwell and Mitchell 
Marsh have provided 
breakthroughs with the 
ball as well and they 
also have the option to 
play left-arm spinner 
Ashton Agar.

The biggest confi-
dence booster for Aus-
tralia would be David 
Warner's return to form. 
The opener entered the 
tournament on the back 
of a woeful run in T20s 
but has brushed that 
aside with two half-cen-
turies, including an 89 
not out in the previous 
game.

Warner and Finch 
make for a formidable 
opening pair which can 
take any opposition at-
tack to the cleaners.

Marsh at No 3.has 
also been among the 
runs. The ever-reliable 
Steve Smith is there to 
stabilise the innings in 
case of a batting collapse 
although his strike rate 
has been under scrutiny.

Maxwell has not ex-
actly set the tournament 

on fire yet, and the team 
will be relying on him, 
Marcus Stoinis and Mat-
thew Wade to provide a 
bagful of runs in the last 
five overs.

As is the trend, teams 
chasing win the matches 
here, so the toss will be 
once again be crucial.

Teams (From)
Australia: Aaron 

Finch (c), Ashton Agar, 
Pat Cummins, Josh Ha-
zlewood, Josh Inglis, 
Mitchell Marsh, Glenn 
Maxwell, Kane Richard-
son, Steve Smith, Mitch-
ell Starc, Marcus Stoinis, 
Mitchell Swepson, Mat-
thew Wade, David War-
ner, Adam Zampa.

Pakistan: Babar Azam 
(c), Shadab Khan, Asif 
Ali, FakharZaman, Haid-
er Ali, HarisRauf, Hasan 
Ali, ImadWasim, Moham-
mad Hafeez, Moham-
mad Nawaz, Mohammad 
Rizwan (wk), Moham-
mad Wasim Jnr, Sarfaraz 
Ahmed, Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, Shoaib Malik.

Match starts at 7.30 
PM IST.

For an amazing journey as team, 
Kohli thanks outgoing support staff

Socceroos 
feeling right 
at home 
ahead of 
World Cup 
qualifier
SYDNeY (AP): After 763 
days, the Australian team 
will finally get to play on 
home soil when it hosts 
group-leading Saudi Ara-
bia on Thursday in Asian 
qualifiers for the World 
Cup. Croatia-born, Italy-
based defender Fran 
Karacic has played five 
times for the Socceroos 
since his debut in June, 
but only made his first 
visit to Australia this 
week.

It’s a rare trip for the 
Saudi squad, too, after 
playing almost entirely 
at home during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The 
Saudis are on an eight-
game winning streak, 
including four victories 
in this round of qualify-
ing against Japan, China, 
Vietnam and Oman, but 
have never beaten the 
Socceroos in Australia.

That’s not surpris-
ing, considering the 
Australians have a for-
midable record in World 
Cup qualifying games at 
home. All the more rea-
son for Australia’s head 
coach Graham Arnold 
to be confident ahead of 
the Group B game at the 
Western Sydney Stadium.

“We know the Saudis 
are on a good run and 
they’ve played a lot of 
games at home in that 
run,” Arnold said. “I ex-
pect our mentality to be 
one of getting in their 
faces and making sure 
we’re on the front foot 
right from the start and 
not giving them any time 
to play.”

Australia’s last game 
at home was a 5-0 win 
over Nepal in October 
2019, when Jamie Ma-
claren scored three goals 
and Harry Souttar netted 
twice on debut.

The Socceroos have 
been forced to play all of 
their games abroad since 
then because of Austra-
lia’s closed borders and 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
Now they’ll have a home 
crowd backing them, 
with Sydney out of lock-
down and fans allowed at 
the stadium.

“It’s great to be able 
to play in our country 
against Saudi and I ex-
pect a performance,” Ar-
nold said, but “it’s about 
the three points tomor-
row night.”

Australia can move 
level with the Saudis atop 
the group with a win in 
Sydney before traveling 
back to the Middle East 
to play China five days 
later. The Saudis could 
move six points clear by 
winning the first of its 
two back-to-back away 
matches in Australia and 
Vietnam.

In other Group B 
games, a rejuvenated 
Japan lineup is com-
ing off a narrow win 
at home over Austra-
lia ahead of its trip to 
Hanoi to face Vietnam, 
and China is playing a 
home-away-from-home 
game against Oman in 
Sharjah. Japan and Oman 
have six points each and 
are still in contention for 
the two of the group’s au-
tomatic qualifying spots 
for Qatar 2022.

Iran leads Group A 
with three wins and a 
draw ahead of its trip 
to Lebanon, and is two 
points ahead of second-
place South Korea. 

Indore, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Madhya Pradesh pacer 
Avesh Khan, who earned 
a national call-up for the 
T20 series against New 
Zealand on Wednesday 
said that his dream to 
represent the country 
has been fulfilled.

Avesh, who had 24 
wickets in the IPL, de-
servingly got a national 
call-up and got the news 
just after MP's Syed 
Mushtaq Ali T20 match 
against Kerala.

"Every cricketer has 
a dream that he plays for 
his country and he works 
hard to turn this dream 
into a reality. My dream 
has been fulfilled now," 
Avesh, who has 100 first-
class wickets, from 27 
matches, told PTI Bha-
sha.

Avesh said that he 
had performed well in 
the last domestic season 
and also in the Indian 
Premier League, which 
helped him to earn the 
national call-up.

The right-arm 
speedster credited for-

mer cricketers like 
AmayKhurasiya, Chan-
drakantPandit, Deven-
draBundela and Abbas 
Ali for spotting the talent 
in him and then guiding 
him throughout his ca-
reer.

Khan's father Ashiq 
Khan recalled how he 
gave wings to Avesh' 
dreams.

"My son first got as-
sociated with Indore 
Colts Cricket Club. Then 
AmayKhurasiya spotted 
his talent and took him 
to his own academy. Af-
ter that he did not look 
back," his father remem-
bered.

His father also said 
that the moment Avesh 
landed in Indore af-
ter three-months, they 
straight away drove to 
Khurasiya's residence 
and sought his blessings.

As soon as Avesh 
came to his house, a 
plethora of his relatives 
and well-wishers had 
already come home to 
congratulate the rookie 
pacer.

New Delhi, Nov 10 
(PTI): India captain Vi-
ratKohli on Wednesday 
thanked the team's out-
going head coach Ravi 
Shastri and other mem-
bers of the support staff, 
whose tenure ended at 
the T20 World Cup, laud-
ing them for their con-
tribution in preparing a 
formidable outfit.

While India failed to 
qualify for the semifinals 
of the ICC T20 World Cup 
in the UAE, the Shastri-
Kohli duo along with 
bowling coach Bharat 
Arun and fielding coach 
R Sridhar were part of a 
set-up that won two Test 
series in Australia.

The side is leading 
2-1 in the five Test series 
in England set to be com-
pleted next year. The de-
parture of Shastri and Co. 
marks the end of an era 
in Indian cricket.

"Thank you for all the 
memories and the amaz-
ing journey we've had as 
a team with you all. Your 
contribution has been 
immense and will always 
be remembered in Indian 
cricket history," Kohli, 
has given up T20 cap-
taincy, wrote on his twit-
ter page in praise of the 
coaching staff.

"Wish you the best 
moving forward in life. 
Until next time," he said. 
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Chinese forces exercise near 
Taiwan in response to US visit

BeIJING (AP): Chinese mili-
tary forces are holding exercis-
es near Taiwan in response to 
a visit by a U.S. congressional 
delegation to the island.

The drills in the area of the 
Taiwan Strait are a “necessary 
measure to safeguard national 
sovereignty,” China’s Defense 
Ministry said in an announce-
ment Tuesday that gave no de-
tails on the timing, participants 
and location of the exercises.

It said the “joint war pre-
paredness patrol” by the East-
ern Theater Command was 
prompted by the “seriously 
incorrect words and actions 
of relevant countries over the 
issue of Taiwan” and the ac-
tions of those advocating the 
self-governing island’s inde-
pendence.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said Chi-
na considers the delegation’s 
visit a “serious violation” of 
U.S. commitments not to have 
formal relations with Taiwan, 
which China claims as its ter-
ritory.

“China is firmly opposed to 
that and has made solemn rep-
resentations to the U.S.,” Wang 
said at a daily briefing Wednes-
day.

“All risky and provocative 
actions against China’s reuni-
fication is like an ant trying to 
topple over a giant tree and is 
doomed to fail,” Wang said.

The U.S. has strong but in-
formal relations with Taiwan, 
and tensions have been rising 
between the U.S. and China 
over several issues including 
Hong Kong, the South China 

Sea, the coronavirus pandemic 
and trade. Details on the U.S. 
delegation that reportedly ar-
rived in Taiwan on Tuesday 
were not immediately avail-
able.

A Chinese Defense Ministry 
statement from an unidenti-
fied spokesperson strongly 
condemned the visit, saying 
“no one should underestimate 
the firm determination of the 
People’s Liberation Army to 
safeguard the Chinese people’s 
national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.”

China regards Taiwan as its 
own territory to be annexed by 
military force if necessary. The 
sides split in 1949 during a 

civil war and, following a brief 
period of rapprochement, rela-
tions have grown increasingly 
tense under Taiwan’s indepen-
dence-leaning President Tsai 
Ing-wen.

During China’s National 
Day weekend in early October, 
China dispatched 149 military 
aircraft southwest of Taiwan in 
strike group formations, caus-
ing Taiwan to scramble aircraft 
and activate its air defense mis-
sile systems. Taiwan’s Defense 
Ministry said this week such 
tactics were aimed at wearing 
down the island’s defenses and 
degrading morale.

In Washington, Pentagon 
spokesperson John Kirby said 

congressional visits to Taiwan 
“are relatively common and in 
keeping with U.S. obligations 
under the Taiwan Relations 
Act,” which requires the U.S. 
government to ensure Taiwan 
has the ability to defend itself 
and regard threats to the island 
as matters of “grave concern.”

The delegation arrived in 
Taipei on Tuesday evening 
aboard a C-40 Clipper jet, 
which departed soon after-
ward, according to Taiwan’s 
official Central News Agency. 
Kirby said traveling on a U.S. 
military jet was customary for 
such delegations.

Taiwanese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Joanne Ou 

said the ministry had worked 
with the American Institute in 
Taiwan, which is the de facto 
U.S. embassy, on arrangements 
for the visit but gave no details. 
She said further information 
would be released at the “ap-
propriate time.”

Although the U.S. switched 
diplomatic ties from Taipei 
to Beijing in 1979, it retains 
strong informal political and 
military relations with Taiwan. 
As a vibrant democracy, Tai-
wan also enjoys strong bipar-
tisan support in Congress and 
the U.S. government has been 
boosting relations through 
high-level visits and military 
sales. 

daily infections in czech 
Republic close to record levels

EU court rejects Google’s 
appeal of $2.4B antitrust fine

germany reports daily high 
number of new coronavirus cases Israel readying for possible 

Iran conflict, officials say

Schools, roads closed, 1 person dead in snowstorm in china
BeIJING (AP): A snowstorm that 
has lingered for several days in 
northeastern China has forced 
schools to close, suspended rail 
services, crushed greenhouses and 
left one person dead.

More than 50 centimeters (20 
inches) of snow was reported in 
some cities in Liaoning province 
and China’s Inner Mongolia region.

Chinese state media said that 

one person died in Tongliao, a city 
in Inner Mongolia, but provided 
no further details. Snow fell for 46 
hours in the city, the longest since 
at least 1951, state broadcaster 
CCTV said.

The cold front, which swept 
across northwestern China 
and Beijing last weekend, was 
weakening and China’s meteo-
rological agency forecast the 

snow would end Thursday. 
Workers used excavators to 
clear roads as the snow abat-
ed, CCTV said.

About 1,000 people were 
trapped overnight in service areas 
of highways in Jilin province, au-
thorities said in a statement post-
ed on social media. Some highways 
were closed and train service was 
halted in the province.

JeRuSALem (AP): Top 
Israeli defense officials 
say the country is pre-
paring for the possibility 
of an armed conflict with 
regional arch-rival Iran 
and its proxies.

Israeli army chief of 
staff Lt. Gen. Aviv Kohavi 
said Tuesday that the Is-
raeli military was “speed-
ing up the operational 
plans and readiness for 
dealing with Iran and the 
nuclear military threat.”

Israel considers Iran 
an existential threat, and 
has warned that it would 
act with military force if 
needed to prevent Iran 
from developing nuclear 
weapons. Last month 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
YairLapid said that “if a 
terror regime is going to 
acquire a nuclear weap-
on we must act.”

Iran insists its nucle-
ar program is for peace-
ful purposes only. Tehran 
is set to renew nuclear 
talks with world pow-
ers this month, after the 
2015 accord to curb its 
nuclear program col-
lapsed following the 
U.S.’s withdrawal from 
the agreement in 2018.

Addressing lawmak-
ers at a meeting of the 
Knesset’s Foreign Affairs 
and Defense committee, 
Kohavi said the military 
“continued to act against 

our enemies in covert 
operations and missions 
around the Middle East” 
during the past year.

His remarks came 
following a string of re-
ported Israeli airstrikes 
in Syria. Israel has staged 
hundreds of strikes on 
Iran-linked military tar-
gets in neighboring Syria 
in the past decade, but 
rarely acknowledges its 
operations. It has said 
that Iran’s presence 
near its northern fron-
tier is a red line, and 
that it targets arms ship-
ments bound for Iranian-
backed Lebanese mili-
tant group Hezbollah and 
Iran-linked facilities in 

Syria. Speaking during a 
visit to a defense indus-
try factory in the north-
ern city of Shlomi, near 
the Lebanese border, 
Israeli Defense Minister 
Benny Gantz said that Is-
rael was “working all the 
time to prevent war — 
carrying out operations, 
conveying messages, 
preventing (a military) 
build-up.”

In the event of war, 
he said, “we will be pre-
pared to execute opera-
tions that haven’t been 
seen in the past, with 
means that weren’t in 
our hands in the past, 
that will harm the heart 
of terror and its abilities.”

PRAGue (AP): Corona-
virus infections in the 
Czech Republic have 
jumped significantly 
and are at levels close 
to record numbers 
seen during previous 
waves, authorities said 
Wednesday.

The Health Ministry 
said the daily tally of new 
cases reached 14,539 
on Tuesday, about 4,500 
more than a week ago 
and the highest number 
since March 12.

The record daily high 
of 17,776 was registered 
on Jan 7.

The country’s infec-
tion rate rose to 558 new 
cases per 100,000 resi-
dents over the past seven 
days, more than double 
the figure recorded in 
neighboring Germany.

“The situation’s not 
good,” Prime Minister 
Andrej Babis said on 
Wednesday. “We again 
appeal to everyone to get 
vaccinated.”

Almost 6.2 million 
people in the nation of 
10.7 million have been 
fully vaccinated. That’s 
below an average among 
the European Union na-
tions.

The steep rise in new 
cases has been followed 
by a rise in patients need-
ing hospitalization. A to-
tal of 3,295 patients with 
COVID-19 were treated 
in hospitals on Tuesday. 
That’s almost double the 
figure since the begin-
ning of November.

The Czech Republic 
has been one of the hard-
est hit of the European 
Union’s 27 countries 
in the pandemic. The 
country has seen almost 
1.84 million confirmed 
coronavirus infections 
and 31,229 deaths, 368 
of them recorded in No-
vember.

Authorities said all 
medical personnel in 
hospitals, nursing and 
pensioner homes will 
have to get tested on a 
weekly basis if they’re 
not vaccinated. All for-
eigners living legally in 
the country will be of-
fered vaccination free of 
charge, Health Minister 
Adam Vojtech said.

Babis said more mea-
sures will be approved by 
his Cabinet on Friday, but 
didn’t give details. How-
ever, he ruled out a strict 
lockdown.

LoNDoN (AP): A top 
European Union court 
on Wednesday rejected 
Google’s appeal of a 2.4 
billion euro ($2.8 bil-
lion) fine from regulators 
who found the tech giant 
abused its massive online 
reach by giving its own 
shopping recommenda-
tions an illegal advantage 
in its search results.

The European Com-
mission, the 27-na-
tion bloc’s competition 
watchdog, punished 
Google in 2017 for un-
fairly favoring its own 
shopping service over 
competitors. The Euro-
pean Court of Justice’s 
General Court ruled that 
it “largely dismisses” 
Google’s appeal of that 
antitrust penalty and is 
upholding the fine.

“The General Court 
thus rules that, in real-
ity, Google favors its own 

comparison shopping 
service over competing 
services, rather than a 
better result over another 
result,” it said in a press re-
lease. Google said it made 
changes in 2017 to comply 
with the European Com-
mission’s decision.

“Our approach has 
worked successfully for 
more than three years, 
generating billions of 
clicks for more than 
700 comparison shop-
ping services,” a Google 
statement said. The fine 
was part of an effort by 
European regulators to 
curb the online giant’s 
clout on the continent. 
It was followed by two 
other blockbuster anti-
trust penalties that the 
commission slapped on 
Google, totaling 8.25 bil-
lion euros ($9.5 billion), 
which the company also 
is appealing. 

BeRLIN (AP): Germa-
ny’s national disease 
control center reported 
a record-high number of 
new coronavirus cases 
Wednesday as one of 
the country’s top virolo-
gists warned that anoth-
er lockdown would be 
needed if vaccinations do 
not quickly accelerate.

The 39,676 cases 
registered by the Robert 
Koch Institute surpassed 
the previous daily record 
of 37,120 new cases re-
ported Friday. The insti-
tute said Germany’s in-
fection rate rose to 232.1 
new cases per 100,000 
residents over the past 
seven days.

“We have a real emer-
gency situation right 
now,” Christian Drosten, 
the head of virology at 
Berlin’s Charite Hospital, 
said regarding the situa-
tion at many hospital in-
tensive care units across 
the country. “We have to 
do something right now.”

Government officials 
have repeatedly said they 
do not intend to impose 
lockdowns and have in-
stead appealed to resi-
dents to get vaccinated.

Germany currently 
has a caretaker national 
government following a 
September federal elec-
tion. The parties that 
are expected to form the 
next government plan 
to introduce legislation 
this week that would al-
low a declaration since 
March 2020 of an “epi-
demic situation of na-
tional scope” to expire 
at the end of the month 
and provide a new legal 
framework for institut-
ing coronavirus mea-
sures.

As during other peri-
ods of the pandemic, the 
country has a patchwork 
of regional rules. Most 

places restrict access to 
many indoor facilities 
and events to people who 
have been vaccinated 
against the virus, have re-
covered from COVID-19 
or recently received neg-
ative test results - with 
the latter category now 
excluded in some areas. 
However, the rules are 
often laxly enforced.

Several hospitals have 
said in recent days that 
they are again working 
at their limits and have 
ICUs so full of COVID-19 
patients that they cannot 
admit new patients at the 
moment.

Berlin’s Charite said 
Tuesday it had to cancel 
planned surgeries due to 
the number of staff mem-
bers caring for people 
with COVID-19. Authori-
ties have said most of 
latest patients are unvac-
cinated.

About 67% of Ger-
many’s population of 83 
million is fully vaccinat-
ed, according to official 
figures. Unlike in some 
other European coun-
tries, the government has 
balked at making vac-
cines mandatory for any 
professional group.

“We probably need to 
control infection activ-
ity again through contact 
measures - not probably, 
but certainly,” he said.

“We’re in a bad situa-
tion: we have 15 million 
people who could have 
been vaccinated and 
should have been vacci-
nated,” Drosten said add-
ing that at least another 
100,000 people could 
die of COVID-19 if vac-
cinations don’t pick up 
quickly.

Since the start of the 
pandemic, 96,963 people 
have died of COVID-19 in 
Germany, according to 
official figures.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
Buddhist teacher and nun PemaChödrön says, “Letting 
there be room for not knowing is the most important thing of 
all. When there's a big disappointment, we don't know if that's 
the end of the story. It may just be the beginning of a great 
adventure.” This is precisely what you are being prepared 
for, Aries: the greatest adventure of your life. The one that you 
will look back at with awe and wonder in your eyes. So, step 
out of the box that you have created for yourself. Unlearn. 
Unchain. Unbecome. Most importantly, say yes to that one 
thing that scares you the most.
Tip: It’s time to step out of the metaphorical box that you have 
created for yourself, beautiful.
Taurus:
The Great Spirit is marvelling at all the ways you have grown 
over this year. Now that you’re consciously choosing to 
put the old story behind you, why hang on to objects from 
a time long gone? This week, you're being encouraged to 
channel your inner clear out the clutter and re-organise your 
possessions. As you do, remember that letting go is not a 
one time process. Give yourself the permission to peel away 
the layers beneath the layers in a manner that can best be 
described as progressive.
Tip: It’s time to let go of the past, both physically and emo-
tionally.
Gemini:

You have done all that there is to be done, Gemini. You have 
poured yourself into the given project. Now, it’s time to step 
back and let the Universe do its thing. Let the Universe do 
its thing, beautiful, and you will find that the final outcome is 
better than you expected. Patience is required of you at this 
time, and so is surrender. Discover the magic of fully being in 
this moment with a prayer of gratitude in your heart.
Tip: Your wish is about to be fulfilled in the most unexpected 
of ways. For now, be patient.
Cancer:
Here’s the thing, Cancer: you’ve been fussing over the min-
ute details. You’ve been obsessing over the idea of get-
ting things right to a point where the journey is becoming 
self-destructive. So, step back and look at the big picture. 
Step back and look at the big picture, beloved. Enlist the 
support of both your spirit guides and your earth angels. 
Allowing the Divine to come through will lighten the load 
*and* enhance the quality of your creations manifold.
Tip: The big picture needs your attention.
Leo:
Now is not the time to play it small. It’s the time to believe 
in your power and potential like never before and show-
case your creation on the big stage. Yes, there will be 
people who will criticise your work or fail to understand 
the hidden message. But, it’s not for your job to prove 
your worth to them. Just be honest to yourself and your 

mission. Treat every project at hand like a sacred offering 
to the divine forces. In doing so, you will reach greater 
heights, beautiful.
Tip: It’s time to be bold and showcase your work to the 
world.
Virgo:
It’s time to revisit your vision board, Virgo. Are you where 
you want to be? If not, how are you being called to 
realign? Now is the time to dream a parallel reality for 
yourself. Nothing is set in stone. Nothing is set in stone, 
beautiful. This means that by harnessing the power of 
free will, you can create a magnificent shift in your life.
Tip: The future is in your hands.
Libra:
It’s finally happening, Libra! The big moment that you 
have been working relentlessly towards. So, don’t be 
afraid to step into your light. Don’t be afraid to own your 
place in the big, bad world. Those around will always 
have an opinion on who you should be and what you 
should do. Stand in your truth, no matter what. At the 
same time, let go of the need to prove your point to them. 
PS: Actions always speak louder than words, beautiful.
Tip: It’s time to own your place in the big, bad world.
Scorpio:
Here’s the thing, Scorpio: you will be challenged. You will 
be challenged at every step along the way. Hold the vi-

sion you are manifesting in your mind’s eye as you adopt 
patience and persistence. The outcome will be in your 
favour, yes. But how things eventually play out is not 
something you can control. So, let go and begin to flow. 
Spirit knows what’s best for you and will deliver it to you in 
the most unexpected of ways.
Tip: ‘Patience’ and ‘persistence’ are your magic words.
Sagittarius:
Role-play can be exhausting, Sagittarius. You have to 
keep up with the stories you have concocted for your-
self. Being your most authentic self, on the other hand, 
is daunting. Yet, it will free you in more ways than you 
foresee. So, take that radical step. Relinquish the masks 
that you’ve been hiding behind as you adopt an honest 
approach towards everything in life. Contrary to what you 
believe, this will help you strengthen your relationships.
Tip: Honesty truly is the best policy.
Capricorn:
Words of wisdom courtesy Deepak Chopra: “Even when 
you think you have your life all mapped out, things hap-
pen that shape your destiny in ways you might never 
have imagined.” This is precisely what you’re experienc-
ing at this moment. Change has been stirred up for 
good, and it's leading you in the direction of growth. 
So, say yes to the unknown as you meditate upon 
the long-term plans. Things are going to go uphill from 

here - this is a promise from the Great Spirit!
Tip: Change has been stirred up for good.
Aquarius:
Seek the river beneath the river, Aquarius. The land of 
infinite possibilities where you can hear the whispers of 
the Great Spirit. What you’re being reminded today is 
that you are more connected to your intuition and your 
spiritual gifts than you have ever been. So harness your 
power for the greater good. Those who are on a creative 
journey are being blessed with vivid visions. Trust what 
you’re being shown and find a way to incorporate these 
symbols/messages in your work. Now is the time to cre-
ate magic!
Tip: Now is the time to journey to the unseen realms.
Pisces:
Sometimes, we’re so afraid of how others might per-
ceive us that we refuse to stand up for ourselves. Could 
this be true in your case too? How and where are you 
shying away from expressing your truth? The theme of 
self-betrayal is something you’re being asked to observe 
carefully. The cards are also reminding you of certain re-
lationships that have lived past their expiry date. Meditate 
upon the soul lessons here as you release these ties with 
grace.
Tip: Become aware of how the theme of self-betrayal is 
playing in your life.

PICTURE

The
big

Jeremy Strong 
to star in 
series 'The 
Best of Us'
Los Angeles, Nov 10 (PTI): "Succes-
sion" star Jeremy Strong is set to play the 
lead role in upcoming series "The Best of 
Us". The scripted series comes from Dan-
ish writer Tobias Lindholm, known for 
working on critically-acclaimed movies 
such as "Another Round" and "The Hunt".

According to The Hollywood Report-
er, Lindholm has struck a first-look deal 
with "Chernobyl" producer Sister, which 
is run by Elisabeth Murdoch, Stacey 
Snider and Jane Featherstone.

Sister will produce "The Best of Us" 
with Lindholm writing, directing and ex-
ecutive producing the series.

The show tells the story of the first 
responders of 9/11 and pays tribute to 
those impacted, relying on heavily re-
searched accounts. It will explore the hu-
man fallout of the September 11 terrorist 
attacks with its rain of debris and toxic 
dust.

Through a mosaic of characters in-
cluding first responders, students, teach-
ers, New Yorkers and volunteers working 
on The Pile, it examines how they were 
affected and how we treated them. It 
confronts a failing system and celebrates 
the very best of us.

Strong, who has been developing the 
project with Lindholm from the begin-
ning, will also executive produce in addi-
tion to playing the lead role.

Journalist Chris Smith, who has writ-
ten extensively about September 11 at-
tacks for New York Magazine and Vanity 
Fair, will serve as a consulting producer.

Kate Fenske and Carolyn Strauss will 
also serve as executive producers.

Strong currently stars Kendall Roy in 
the third season of critically-acclaimed 
HBO series "Succession". His film 
credits include "The Trial of the Chi-
cago 7", "Molly's Game", "Lincoln" 
and "The Big Short".

Kriti Sanon begins 
shoot for 'Ganapath'

Tamannaah Bhatia joins 
Chiranjeevi's 'Bholaa Shankar'

tom hardy, channing to headline 
movie about Afghanistan evacuation

Zee5 and Zindagi announce new 
series QatilhaseenaonKenaam'

mumbai, Nov 10 (PTI): ZEE5 and 
Zindagi on Wednesday announced their 
latest noir anthology series "QatilHas-
eenaonKeNaam", to be helmed by Brit-
ish-Indian director Meenu Gaur.

According to the makers, the series 
is a compilation of six stories of seven 
women, who wrest back control and 
"redefine the word femme fatale".

Each story from the anthology will 
depict the "fearlessness of women and 
their determination to avenge deceit," a 
statement from the makers read.

The upcoming original will be head-
lined by Pakistani stars like Sanam-
Saeed, SarwatGilani, MeharBano,Ahsan 
Khan, Osman Khalid Butt, Sheheryar-
Munawar, SaleemMairaj, SamiyaMum-
taz, FaizaGillani, BeoRaanaZafar and 
EmanSuleman.

The series is written by FarjadNabi 
and Gaur.

Manish Kalra, Chief Business Officer, 
ZEE5 India said, "QatilHaseenaonKe-
Naam" is an "invigorating" show which 
portrays a never-seen-before side of fe-
male protagonists.

"At ZEE5, we are passionate about 
bringing you stories that reflect a myri-
ad of emotions from across genres and 
storylines. We are excited to bring forth 
this differentiating show on ZEE5 and 
add to the variety of content available 
on the platform," he added.

ShailjaKejriwal, Chief Content Of-

ficer - Special Projects, Zee Entertain-
ment Enterprises, said the series chal-
lenges the stereotypical portrayal of 
women, who are often perceived as 
victims.

"Each story in the anthology show-
cases courageous, bold women who de-
cide to take charge of things when their 
limits are pushed. These women are 
fatal to patriarchy and go several extra 
miles to seek what they want at any 
cost," she said.

"QatilHaseenaonKeNaam" is set in 
the "timeless lanes of 'AndroonSheher' 
- a mythical neighbourhood and show-
cases stories of love, lust, power, and 
redemption woven in a web of betrayal, 
angst, and revenge," the synopsis read.

"With the dominance of a male-cen-
tric gaze especially in the noir genre, I 
was keen to explore a new interpreta-
tion, one which is told from the per-
spective of the much-maligned femme 
fatale characters. It is an attempt to cor-
rect the sexism of film noir and try our 
hands at feminist noir," Gaur, creator 
and director of the anthology, said.

Nabi said "QatilHaseenaonKeNaam" 
waves goodbye to the victim woman 
as seven femme fatales get their way 
through methods that are "unexpected, 
sometimes horrifying, but always liber-
ating".

"QatilHaseenaonKeNaam" will pre-
miere soon on ZEE5.

mumbai, Nov 10 (PTI): Ac-
tor KritiSanon on Wednesday 
said she has started shooting 
for her upcoming film "Gana-
path" in the UK.

Also starring Tiger Shroff, 
the futuristic action-thriller 
is being directed by filmmak-
er VikasBahl, known for hits 
such as "Queen" and "Super 
30". Sanon took to Instagram 

to share her excitement for 
shooting action sequences 
for the film and posted a 
41-second video clip in which 
she is seen riding a bike.

"Shoot Mode on. Super ex-
cited to start my #Ganapath 
journey as Jassi with full on 
action and loads of fun as I be-
gin with the UK schedule," she 
wrote. Set in a post-pandemic 

dystopian era, "Ganapath" 
marks Sanon's reunion with 
her "Heropanti" co-star Tiger 
Shroff, who began filming for 
the new movie last week.

Produced by Bahl, 
VashuBhagnani, Deepshi-
khaDeshmukh and JackkyB-
hagnani, the film is scheduled 
to be released theatrically 
next year on December 23.

mumbai, Nov 10 (PTI): Actor Tamannaah 
Bhatia has come on board to star in the Telu-
gu film "Bholaa Shankar", featuring superstar 
Chiranjeevi and Keerthy Suresh.

Bhatia took to Twitter and wrote she was 
"honoured" to work with Chiranjeevi in the 
project, which was announced on his 66th 
birthday in August.

The duo have previously worked together 
in the 2019 historical action film "SyeRaaN-
arasimha Reddy".

"Honored and ecstatic to be a part of the 
mega massive move #BholaaShankar. Can't 
wait to share the screen with @KChiruTweets 
sir once again! Bring it on@MeherRamesh-

Gaaru," Bhatia wrote. The film is helmed by 
Meher Ramesh, known for directing projects 
like Prabhas-starrer 2009 actioner "Billa" and 
Kannada film "VeeraKannadiga".

"Welcome aboard #DazzlingBeauty @ta-
mannaahspeaks. Rock it along with our very 
own #MegaStarChiranjeevi @KChiruTweets," 
Ramesh tweeted for the 31-year-old actor.

"Bholaa Shankar" is produced by Anil 
Sunkara's AK Entertainment.

Bhatia recently starred in "Maestro", the 
Telugu remake of Bollywood hit "Andhad-
hun". She will be next seen in the Netflix ro-
mantic comedy "Plan A Plan B", co-starring 
RiteishDeshmukh.

Los Angeles, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Hollywood stars Tom Hardy 
and Channing Tatum are fea-
ture in a film about the with-
drawal of US troops from Af-
ghanistan.

Universal has picked up 
the untitled project, which 
will be directed by George 
Nolfi of "The Adjustment Bu-
reau" fame, as per Deadline.

Based on recently re-
ported true stories, the film 
will follow three former spe-
cial forces team members 

who jump back into the fray 
alongside their Afghan coun-
terparts, to rescue families 
and allies left behind amid 
the rapid fall of Afghanistan 
to Taliban in August this year.

Jules Daly, Tatum and 
Hardy will produce as well as 
Reid Carolin and Peter Kier-
nan of Free Association.

Nolfi, who has also writ-
ten on films like "Ocean's 
Twelve", "The Bourne Ul-
timatum" and "Timeline", 
will serve as an executive 

producer.
Hardy recently featured 

in "Venom: Let There Be Car-
nage", the sequel to his 2018 
hit "Venom" and will next 
star in Gareth Evan's Netflix 
thriller "Havoc".

Tatum will soon be ap-
pearing in upcoming film 
"Dog", which is a com-
edy that he is co-directing 
alongside Reid Carolin. He 
will also star opposite Oscar 
winner Sandra Bullock in 
"The Lost City".


