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The Yatris Arrive
Siliguri, 15 Jun [IPR]: The first batch for Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 2019 made up of 31 members including 29 yatris and two Liason 
Officers arrived at Bagdogra Airport today. The Yatris were given a warm welcome at the airport by the STDC staff from Siliguri, Bag-
dogra and Gangtok. The pilgrimage team then proceded towards Gangtok.

Niti Aayog’s 5th Governing 
Council meet begins

New Delhi, Jun 15 
(PTI): The fifth meeting 
of Niti Aayog’s Govern-
ing Council began here 
Saturday with the main 
agenda of deliberating 
upon drought situation, 
farm distress and secu-
rity concerns over Nax-
al-affected districts.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is chairing 
the meeting, which is 
being held at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. This will be the 
first governing council 
meeting under the new 
Modi government.

Among others attend-
ing the meet are Union 
ministers Amit Shah, Nitin 
Gadkari, Nirmala Sithara-
man and Rajnath Singh.

The agenda for the 
meeting also includes 
rain-water harvesting, 
aspirational districts 
programme and struc-
tural reforms in the agri-
culture sector.

The council, the apex 
body of Niti Aayog, in-

cludes all chief ministers, 
lieutenant governors 
of union territories, 
several union minis-
ters and senior gov-
ernment officials.

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Y S Jaganmo-
han Reddy, Karnataka 
CM H D Kumaraswamy, 
Rajasthan CM Ashok Ge-
hlot and Uttar Pradesh 
CM Yogi Aditya Nath 
are among the heads 
of states attending the 
meeting.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, however, has refused 
to attend the meeting, 
saying it is “fruitless” as 
Niti Aayog has no finan-
cial powers to support 
state plans.

The Governing Coun-
cil reviews the action tak-
en on the agenda items 
of the previous meeting 
and deliberates upon 
the future developmen-
tal priorities.

The first meeting the 

Governing Council was 
held on February 8, 2015, 
at which the Prime Min-
ister laid down the key 
mandates of Niti Aayog 
such as fostering cooper-
ative federalism and ad-
dressing national issues 
through active participa-
tion of the states.

The second meet-
ing on July 15, 2015 
reviewed the progress 
made by the three sub-
groups of chief ministers 
and the two task forces.

In the third meeting 
on April 23, 2017, Modi 
had pitched for conduct-
ing simultaneous elec-
tions of the Lok Sabha 
and the state assemblies 
and shifting to a Janu-
ary-December fiscal year.

The fourth meeting 
of the council on June 
17, 2018 deliberated 
upon measures taken 
to double farmers’ in-
come and the progress 
of the government’s 
flagship schemes.

Doctors turn down Mamata’s appeal to return to duty
Kolkata, Jun 15 (PTI): 
Agitating junior doctors 
Saturday turned down 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee’s appeal to end 
their stir and resume 
duty, saying there was no 
honest effort on her part 
to break the deadlock.

“We are eagerly wait-
ing to rejoin our duty, 
but from the Chief Min-
ister’s side there is no 
honest initiative to find a 
solution (of the ongoing 
problem),” a spokesper-
son of the joint forum 
of junior doctors told 
reporters after CM ap-
pealed to protestors to 
return to work.

The agitating junior 

doctors also rubbished 
Banerjee’s claims that a 
few of their colleagues 
visited her at the state 
secretariat.

“What CM has told 
in the press conference is 
not at all true. No junior 
doctor went to meet her. 
What she claimed that we 
are against the solution 
and conversation...But we 
want her to come to the 
Nil Ratan Sircar Medical 
College and Hospital listen 
to us and take necessary 
steps to serve the ailing 
people,” he said.

Earlier, Banerjee, 
while addressing the 
press at the state sec-
retariat, left it midway, 

claiming that a few junior 
doctors have appeared 
there in order to meet 
her.

Banerjee during her 
press meet said that her 
government had not 
invoked the Essential 
Services Maintenance 
Act (ESMA) even after 
five days of strike by the 
junior doctors and ap-
pealed to them to imme-
diately rejoin service.

The chief minister 
said the state govern-
ment had accepted all the 
demands of the doctors 
and was ready to accom-
modate their additional 
demands, but that they 
must resume work.

“NITI Aayog has not played much 
expected role of facilitator”

New Delhi, June 15 
(PTI): Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan 
Saturday said that NITI 
Aayog has not “played 
the much expected role 
of a facilitator” in the last 
four years and perhaps 
was not a substitute for 
the erstwhile Planning 
Commission.

Vijayan,in his speech 
at the 5th Governing 
Council meeting of NITI 
Aayog here, said that 
after doing away with 
the plans at the national 
level, states have lost the 
Gadgil formula, grants 
which they used to get 
asplan assistance earlier.

Besides, states now 
have also to bear a high-
er share -- 40 per cent 
--instead of the earlier 
average 25 per cent in 
many centrally sponsored 
schemes, resulting in 
shrinking the State gov-
ernments’ fiscal space, he 
said. He said transforma-
tion of the Planning Com-
mission to NITI Aayog has 
adversely affected states 
like Kerala, which had lost 
a source of funding forits 
Five Year Plans.

“I hope that my col-
league Chief Ministers 
would agree with me 
that NITI Aayog in the 
present form has not 
played the much expect-
ed role of a facilitator in 
the last four years.

There is growing 
realisation that it is 
perhaps not a substi-
tute for the erstwhile 
Planning Commis-
sion,” he said.

Vijayan said Kera-

la wascontinuing with 
the Five Year Plans and 
implementing many de-
velopment programmes-
through its Thirteenth 
Five Year Plan.

He said the centre has 
recently been spending 
onsubjects in the State 
List, resulting incen-
tralisation in design of 
welfare schemes,which 
by economic reasoning, 
could be effectivelydone 
by governments at the 
State and locallevel.

“For astrong nation, 
a strong Centre, strong 
states and vibrant local 
governments are essen-
tial pre-requisites.”

He said the foremost 
aim to fulfill people’s as-
pirations was decentral-
isationof power to them 
as mandated in constitu-
tional amendments.

Vijayan said “incur-
sions” into areas of leg-
islative competence of 
state governments en-
shrined in the Constitu-
tion would weaken the 
federal system and make 
cooperative federalism 
lose its content, as well 
as its spirit.

Vijayan opposed the 
move for Agricultural 
Produce Marketing Com-
mittee(APMC) Actand 
said the “exploitative 
conditions”will worsen 
in all probability.

He said states have 
their own legislation on 
reforming agricultural 
producemarketing as it’s 
an item in the State List 
of theSeventh Schedule 
of the Constitution.

turn to pg02

26 child labourers rescued from 
Parle-G plant in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Jun 15 (PTI): 
Twenty-six child labour-
ers were rescued from 
the plant of popular bis-
cuit brand Parle-G here, 
police said Saturday.

A government task 
force on child labour 
had received a tip-off 
that minors were em-
ployed at Parle-G factory 
in Amasivni area, said 
Vidhansabha Police Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) 
Ashwani Rathore.

The task force raided 
the factory Friday eve-
ning and rescued 26 chil-
dren, he said.

They were sent to ju-
venile shelter home, he 
added.

Based on a complaint 
filed by the Women and 
Child Development De-
partment officials, a case 

was registered against 
the factory owner under 
the Juvenile Justice Act, 
the SHO said.

Preliminary probe 
suggested that the res-
cued minors were aged 
between 13 to 17 years, 
he added.

District Child Pro-
tection Officer Navneet 
Swarnkar told PTI that 
a district task force was 
constituted to conduct a 
drive to mark World Day 
Against Child Labour on 
June 12.

“As part of the cam-
paign, a total of 51 child 
labourers were rescued 
in the last six days in the 
district,” he said.

Some of the children 
allegedly employed at 
Parle-G factory hailed 
from Odisha, Madhya 

Pradesh and Jharkhand, 
Swarnkar said. Their par-
ents were being contact-
ed, he added.

According to the 
statements given by the 
children, they worked 
from 8 am to 8 pm and 
received wages ranging 
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 7,000 
per month, he added.

“We are hoping that 
Child Welfare Commit-
tee will add other sec-
tions like 3, 3A, 14 of 
Child Labour (Prohi-
bition and Regulation) 
Amendment Act and 
section 370 (buying or 
disposing of any per-
son as a slave) of IPC,” 
said Sandip Kumar 
Rao, state coordinator 
of NGO Bachpan Bachao 
Andolan who was part of 
the rescue operation.

Gujarat CM proposes changes in SDRF norms to deal with drought
New Delhi, Jun 15 
(PTI): In order to effec-
tively deal with drought, 
Gujarat Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani on Saturday 
proposed that the norms 
regarding the use of State 
Disaster Response Fund 
(SDRF) should be re-
vised. “The recent years 
for Gujarat have been 
rainfall deficient and 
therefore, we have tak-

en stringent measures 
to mitigate the effects of 
scanty rainfall,” he said 
in his speech at the NITI 
Aayog Governing Council 
meeting here

Gujarat had received 
just 73.87 per cent of the 
average rainfall during 
the monsoon season in 
2018. Rupani said the 
state would like to pro-
pose certain “revisions” 

in the SDRF norms.
“As per Supreme court 

orders, the mid-day meal 
centres have to be kept 
open during vacations 
also after drought no-
tification. The same 
applies to anganwadi 
centres,” he said. “As 
the mid-day meal and 
anganwadi centres have 
to be kept open, it is 
proposed that the expen-

diture incurred thereon 
should be incorporated 
in SDRF guidelines,” he 
added.

The SDRF is the prima-
ry fund available with the 
state governments to deal 
with natural disasters.

The central govern-
ment contributes 75 per 
cent for general catego-
ry states such as Gujarat 
and 90 per cent for spe-

cial category states of the 
assessed SDRF each year.

Rupani said that 
during drought peri-
od, either the number 
of work days under 
the MGNREGA scheme 
should be increased to 
200 days from 150 or the 
additional expenditure 
“beyond 150 days should 
be allowed to be made 
from the SDRF”.
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Urgently Required: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
General Information

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Building for Sale
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70  at DABUWA, Melli road 
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable. 
Interested party please contact: 6296370905, 
9733284142, 8597088755.

Plot for Sale: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

Kutse Shegu
The 49th day Kutse Shegu of Late Doma Bhut-

ia w/o Lakpa Thendup Bhutia 
who left for her heavenly abode 
on 01.05.2019 falls on 18.6.2019 
(Tuesday). All relatives, friends 
& well wishers are requested to 
join us in offering prayers for the 
departed soul at our residence at 
Below Law College, Helipad, Low-
er Burtuk, Gangtok, East Sikkim.

Lakpa Thendup Bhutia(Husband), Kesseng 
Norbu Bhutia(son) & all family members.

 Mob: 9800655921/ 6294186876. 

Lions Club Rangpo organizes Meri Saheli Program

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 15 Jun:

Second Phase Mission 
under Meri Saheli 

Program introduced 
by Lions Club of Rang-
po under Lions Club 
International 322 F 
‘One district one ac-

tivity’ program start-
ed from today at Tiny 
Tots School Rangpo. 
Attended by Namita 
Chettri, Dixca Poudy-
al, Sanjay Agarwal and 
Suresh Prasad along 
with more than 50 
students of Tiny Tots 

School participated in 
the mission. Resource 
person, Dixca Poudyal 
spoke on cleanliness 
and menstrual hygiene. 
The Club distributed 
sanitary napkins to 
all the girl students of 
Tiny Tots School.

Landslide destroys house in Aritar

REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 15 Jun:

Early this morning, the house of Damanta Neopaney got destroyed by a land-
slide at Aritar Ward under Simik Lingzey GPU, Khamdong block. The area 

MLA, SDM Gangtok and disaster management staff reached the spot to decide 
future course of action. Ex-gratia as per the norms shall be disbursed to affect-
ed family, informed DC [East] Kapil Meena on his social media page.

Training cum demonstration 
on use of off-farm inputs

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 15 Jun:

Rongli Farmers Pro-
duce Cooperative So-

ciety (FPCS) organized 
Training cum demon-
stration on use of off-
farm inputs (Bio fertil-
izers & bio pesticides) 
scheme under mission 
organic value change 
development (MOVCD) 
North East Region on 
at Rhenock BAC hall, a 
press release informs. 

The program was 
chaired by former HM, 
BN Sharma along with 
Rhenock Panchayat Pres-
ident, Sudunglakha GPU 
Panchayat President, 

Aritar Panchayat, Agri-
culture & Horticulture 
Deputy Directors, AI, HI, 
workers from ‘One Job 
One Family’, CONCEDE, 
FPCS RONGLI CEO with 
board members and pro-
gressive farmers of Rhe-
nock, Tarpin, Mulukey, 
Sudunglakha and Aritar. 

CEO FPCS Rongli 
subdivision Srijana Ta-
mang gave the welcome 
speech while Manoj 
Sharma conducted the 
programme. Resource 
persons were Ruben Ta-
mang and Khagendra 
Kafley of Gyalshing. 

Dy Director, IS 
Chettri, spoke on de-

partmental schemes like 
Pradhan Mantri Farmers 
Pension Yojna. CONCEDE 
In-charge, RN Sharma 
informed through power 
point presentation about 
farm storage, organic 
certification process, 
scope certificate, trans-
port certificate in buy-
ing procedure of organic 
food items. Similarly, Dy 
Director Horticulture, T 
Chopel Bhutia and For-
mer Teacher, BN Sharma 
talked on value of agri-
culture. Program con-
cluded with interac-
tion session and vote 
of thanks by Dr Arjun 
Acharya.

He said Kerala has noAPMC Act and the focus of 
the draft model act was on bringing incorporate farm-
ing and putting farmers in directcontact with corporate 
trading entities,with theexpectation that their income stan-
dards would improve.

“In a society with highly unequal bargainingpowers 
and monopoly power, these corporateentities would have 
the exploitative conditionswill worsen in all probability.

Our State hasdemonstrated that through peoples’ par-
ticipation,intervention of the cooperative movement and 
thegovernment, procurement of agricultural produceat fair 
prices is possible.

We have taken effectivesteps in paddy procurement by 
ensuringremunerative prices for farmers,” Vijayan said.

On Left Wing Extremism (LWE),he said the security 
appartus needs to be vigilant and curbany kind of ex-
tremism and terrorism threateningthe peace and secu-
rity of common people.

“Regarding left wing extremism, it is our statedposition 
that attention and focus has to be on thealleviation of con-
ditions of deprivation andmarginalisation in society.

At the same time,the security apparatus needs to be 
vigilant and curbany kind of extremism and terrorism 
threateningthe peace and security of common people.

Government of Kerala is addressing these twincon-
cerns with equal importance,” Vijayan said.

He said the Kerala government felt states should be 
able to perform theirconstitutionally assigned develop-
mental roleeffectively.

“Kerala has the recent experience of not being ableto 
avail of assistance after the devastating floodsof 2018 be-
cause of the rigid fiscal constraintsbeing followed with-
out the needed flexibility.

The gravity of this can be realised only when-
considered against the fact that the State suf-
fereddamage amounting to Rs 31,000 crore, which 
isapproximately 4 per cent of its Gross StateDomestic 
Product,” he said.

“NITI Aayog has not played....

Organic farming 
training in West Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 15 Jun:

Mevedir, Service Pro-
vider Agency, in 

collaboration with the 
local stakeholders orga-
nized a day-long ward 
level Farmer’s Training. 
The training program 
was conducted at Upper 
Omlok under Yangtey 
GPU and Srinagi ward 
under Bongten Sapong 
GPU, West Sikkim.

The key participants 
and resource person of 
Yangtey GPU were Dam-
ber Singh Chettri (FA Ag-
riculture) and Ram Chan-
dra Thapa (FA Horticul-
ture) along with Mevedir 
Master Trainers, Biren 
Tiwari & Sangmoo Lep-
cha where as in Bongten 
Sapong GPU, PL Kami 
(Panchayat member) 
along with Project Super-
visor, Ashish Chettri and 
Sabita Rai (Mevedir staff) 
conducted the training.

In Yangtey GPU, 
Damber Singh Chettri 
highlighted the package 
of practice of paddy to 
the farmers. The prop-
er method of paddy bed 
preparation with good 
application of farm 
yard manure and how 
the field needs to be 
ploughed for better 
production was also ex-
plained to the farmers. 

Thereafter, Biren Ti-
wari (Mevedir Master 
Trainer) briefed about 

the ICS activities of Mev-
edir in the area and what 
it has been doing under 
the organic project of 
the Sikkim Government. 
He thanked all the par-
ticipants for coming and 
giving their support to 
the program. He also in-
formed the farmers that 
paddy seeds would be 
distributed to the pro-
gressive farmers.

Likewise in Bongten 
Sapong, Ashish Chettri 
highlighted about pest 
and disease manage-
ment practices in organ-
ic farming. He informed 
about the different kinds 
of diseases that affected 
crops and how to tackle 
them. He also explained 
about the organic input 
called Phasal Rakshak 
and Dr Root and how it 
works and the benefits 
of these inputs.

Before concluding, 
the paddy seeds were 
given to progressive 
farmers of Yangtey by 
Ram Chandra Thapa 
(Field Assistant) and 
the inputs were distrib-
uted to Bongten Sapong 
GPU farmers. 

More than thirty-two 
farmers attended both 
the training pro -
grams.  The vote of 
thanks for  the train -
ing was given by 
Mevedir Field Officers 
and the training was con-
cluded successfully.

Assam CM 
seeks enhanced 
assistance for 
people hit by 
calamities
New Delhi, Jun 15 
(PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonow-
al Saturday sought en-
hanced assistance to 
the people affected by 
natural calamities like 
floods, which hit the 
state every year.

Addressing the 5th 
governing council meet-
ing of the NITI Aayog 
here, he raised key is-
sues pertinent to the 
state’s development and 
underlined the future 
roadmap for state and 
central government’s 
partnership.

He stressed on the 
need for effective man-
agement of flood and 
erosion problems af-
flicting a large part of 
Assam every year, a 
state government re-
lease said.

Sonowal pointed out 
that the norms of relief 
and rehabilitation pro-
vided to the flood-af-
fected people according 
to Disaster Relief Fund 
guidelines are low and 
sought its increase sub-
stantially.

He also vouched for 
NITI Aayog’s interven-
tion to include river 
erosion in the admissi-
ble list of calamities for 
funding under Nation-
al Disaster Relief Fund 
or State Disaster Relief 
Fund so that quick and 
timely steps can be tak-
en to counter erosion.

Thanking Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi for setting up 
a high-level commit-
tee for proper man-
agement of water re-
sources in the North-
eastern region under 
the chairmanship 
Vice-Chairman of NITI 
Aayog, Sonowal said 
suggestions made in 
the draft report of the 
committee would go a 
long way in finding a 
permanent solution to 
the problems of flood 
and erosion in Assam.

The chief minister 
also informed that the 
state government had 
made remarkable prog-
ress in addressing the 
needs of the seven se-
lected districts of the 
state and an amount of 
Rs 28 crore had been 
kept in state budget of 
current financial year 
for taking up new activ-
ities in those districts.

He said in order to 
achieve Prime Min-
ister Modi’s target of 
doubling the farmers’ 
income by 2022 in the 
state, satisfactory re-
sults were showed by 
the ‘Chief Minister’s 
Samagra Gramya Un-
nayan Yojana’ that was 
launched by the state 
government in 2017.

Terrorism ‘gravest threat’ people face in 
Asia: EAM Jaishankar at CICA Summit

Dushanbe, Jun 15 
(PTI): Terrorism pos-
es the “gravest threat” 
to the people in Asia 
and terrorists and their 
victims must never be 
equated, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
said here on Saturday, as 
he sought support for In-
dia’s proposal for a com-
prehensive strategy to 
combat terrorism.

Addressing the fifth 
Conference on Inter-
action and Confidence 
Building Measures in 
Asia (CICA) Summit in 
the Tajik capital, Jaishan-
kar said that the CICA 
members are the victims 
of terrorism.

Terrorism is the grav-
est threat that we face in 
Asia today. Many CICA 
members are victims of 
terrorism and should be 
clear that terrorists and 
their victims must never 
be equated,” he said.

“CICA has always 
shown a strong commit-
ment to combat terror-
ism and extremism and 
adopt a comprehensive 
strategy to combat ter-
rorism. Early finalisation 
of the Comprehensive 
Convention on Interna-
tional Terrorism, pro-
posed by India, is today 
even more essential and 
we seek your support on 
it,” he said.

Currently, the nego-
tiations of the Compre-
hensive Terrorism Con-
vention are deadlocked 
because of differences 
over the definition of ter-
rorism.

Jaishankar’s state-
ment came a day after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, addressing the SCO 
Summit in Bishkek, capi-
tal of Kyrgyzstan, lashed 
out at countries “spon-
soring, aiding and fund-
ing” terrorism and said 
that such states must be 
held accountable, in a 
veiled reference to Pa-
kistan.

The CICA is a pan-
Asia forum for enhanc-
ing cooperation and 
promoting peace, secu-
rity and stability in Asia.

India supports a 
peace and reconcilia-
tion process in Afghan-
istan that is Afghan-led 
and Afghan-owned, he 
said.

“All initiatives and 
processes must include 
all sections of Afghan 
society, including the le-
gitimately elected gov-
ernment,” he said.

The recent In-
dia-Central Asia 5 Min-
isterial dialogue is a 
very positive develop-
ment that can only en-
hance further coopera-
tions and stability across 

the regions, he said.
“Regional connec-

tivity initiatives that are 
inclusive, sustainable, 
transparent and respect 
the principles of sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity can boost trade 
and play a pivotal role in 
bringing prosperity and 
development to the re-
gion.

“India for its part will 
always support these 
such regional connectiv-
ity initiatives,” the minis-
ter said.

The lack of energy se-
curity has emerged as an-
other key developmental 
challenge, he said, adding 
that India has supported 
a better dialogue be-
tween consumers and 
producers for a stable 
energy market and for 
promoting energy effi-
ciency and renewable 
energy.

“India’s initiative of 
International Solar Alli-
ance has received over-
whelming support; 74 
countries have signed 
the Framework Agree-
ment. Developing re-
newable energy will be 
a great contribution to 
the security and stabil-
ity of Asia and I invite 
CICA members who 
have not joined the Alli-
ance to do so,” Jaishan-
kar said.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
OFFICE OF THE SR.SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISONS

STATE CENTRAL PRISON
RONGYEK

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed quotations are invited from registered firms of Sikkim for Supply of 
ration, grocery, hardware and electrical items to the State Central Prison, 
Rongyek and District Prison, Namchi for the period with effect from 01.07.2019 
to 31.03.2020. The rates quoted shall be inclusive of all transportation/Car-
riage charges upto point of delivery i.e. the Central Prison, Rongyek and Dis-
trict Prison, Namchi as and when the items are requisitioned. The items which 
fall under the provision of Essential Commodities Act, the rates fixed by the 
government shall prevail.
The quotations addressed to the Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison, 
Rongyek should reach the office of the undersigned on or before 10 A.M. on 
12/07/2019. The Tender Selection Committee shall open the tenders in the 
office of the Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison, Rongyek at 11 A.M. on the 
same day in the presence of the Tenderers or their authorised agents.
The quotations shall be accompanied by a State Bank of Sikkim, T.D.R. made 
in favour of the Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison, Rongyek for Rs.20,000/- 
(Rupees Twenty Thousand) only along with certified copies of the concerned 
firms registration, valid Trade License, Income Tax/Sales Tax/VAT Clearance 
Certificates, GST etc. The failure to submit anyone of the above mentioned 
documents shall render the quotation void.
The Tender Selection Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all of the quotations without assigning any reason thereof.
The Tender documents can be obtained from the Office of the Sr. Superin-
tendent of Police/Prisons, Rongyek between 10.00 A.M to 2.00 P.M. on all 
working days with effect from the publication of Tender Notices.

Sd/-
R.O No. 51/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20	 Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison,
dt. 14.6.19 	 State Central Prison, Rongyek

Citizen’s Urban Cooperative Bank 
holds 17th annual general meeting

SHRAVAN CHETTRI
Gangtok, 15 May:

Citizen’s Urban Co-
operative Bank suc-

cessfully hosted the 17th 
annual general meeting 
which was attended by 
Chairperson, PK Prad-
han along with other 
board members and 
shareholders.

The meeting focused 
on allocation of the cap-
ital and aspects of pro-
cessing of loan and the 
issues that the bank is 
facing currently.

The meeting was 
an interactive session 
where all the sharehold-
ers and board members 
presented their sugges-
tions for the prosperity 
of the bank.

During the meeting 
the bank’s board pre-
sented a proposal for 
converting the bank into 
small finance bank in 
terms of Reserve Bank 
of India guidelines and 
also discussed the ad-
vantages to the account 
and shareholders.

To fulfill the eligibil-

ity criteria in regards 
to capital requirement, 
the board requested the 
shareholders to respond 
to the issue.

“The small finance 
bank shall have no re-
strictions on expansion 
beyond the state bound-
ary and in the long run it 
would also create huge 

opportunity of employ-
ment and there would 
be ample opportunities 
for investment in private 
sector,” said the Chair-
person, Mr Pradhan.

He further added that 
this bank is where all 
the shareholders have 
invested and this bank 
is with us and it’s our re-
sponsibility to represent 
Sikkim globally through 
this bank. 

Proposals like expan-
sion of board members 
from 12 to 15 were also 
served in the presence of 
the shareholders and the 
date for election of the 
new board was also dis-
cussed. Election for the 
new board will be held 
on 09 August.

Meeting on Rural Diabetes Care Model in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 15 Jun:

Foundation for Re-
search in Community 

Health [FRCH] in associ-
ation with Health Care, 
Human Service & Fami-
ly Welfare Department, 
Government of Sikkim 
and National Health Sys-
tem Resources Centre 
organised a dissemina-
tion meeting on Rural 
Diabetes Care Model in 
Gangtok, Sikkim, a press 
release informs. 

The meeting was at-
tended by Principal Di-
rector, Dr Uttam Pradhan 
as the chief guest and Dr 

Karma Jigmee Topgay as 
the special guest.

Meeting started with 
the welcome speech by 
Director FRCH, Nerges 
Mistry. RDCM, Dr Ami-
tava Acharya presented 
the status of Diabetes 
in the state along with 
work done by FRCH 
and future plans to 
control diabetes cases 
in the state, the release 
informs. 

Master Trainers, Dr 
Diki Phempu from Dis-
trict Hospital Singtam, Dr 
Anand Gokani Mumbai, 
Dr Liaquat Ali from Dha-
ka presented their views 

regarding policies and 
system to be implement-
ed to control diabetes 
cases in Sikkim. 

Diabetes patients, 
Mona Sharma and Ar-
jun Bhujel highlighted 
the benefit provided 
by FRCH.

Also present were 
CMO East District Hos-
pital Singtam, Dr Tsher-
ing Laden, Dr Ashok Roy 
from RRC Guwahati along 
with doctors from Sing-
tam District Hospital and 
Rangpo Primary Health 
Centre, ASHA, ANM MPW 
workers from different 
parts of the state. 

SHE
She is born;
Welcomes her with a weep,
She is a misfortune,
He says;
For his thoughts are bleak.

She grows up with the fear,
Lives with an imposed thought of;
World not a place for her,
It’s the men that rules n owns.

Oh! Her body is to be covered,
And her dreams too.
Step out,
She fears of the alien,
Stay in,
She fears of the human!
She is exchanged
With debts n credits,
Now,
Encircled with the laws,
She tries to paint her four corners,
With the colours;
But all she forgets is,
They are all colour-blind.
-	 By Trizea Lepcha

Win or lose, tournament won’t 
end with Sunday’s game: Kohli 

on WC clash with Pakistan
Manchester, June 15 
(PTI): Immune to frenzy 
around every India-Pa-
kistan clash, captain 
Virat Kohli says staying 
focussed on the bigger 
goal was important since 
the tournament would 
not end with World Cup’s 
most awaited match on 
Sunday.

While he is aware of 
all the hoopla around the 
match, Kohli won’t let one 
World Cup contest dictate 
his thought process.

The Indian captain 
was asked, six to seven 
times, the same question 
about the external pres-
sure, hype and how tough 
this match could be and he 
very eloquently warded off 
all the queries, giving away 
very little.

“The game starts at a 
certain time and finishes at 
a certain time. So this is not 
going to last a lifetime, if you 
do well or even if you don’t,” 
Kohli was at his pragmatic 
best during the pre-match in-
teraction.

For the skipper, the big-
ger picture -- winning the 
World Cup -- is what mat-
ters the most.

“Whether we do well or 
not tomorrow, it’s not going 
to finish. The tournament 
still has to go on and focus 
has to be on larger picture. 
No one person takes more 
pressure than the others.

“Eleven guys share the 
responsibility. The weather 
is not in anyone’s hands. 
We have to see whatever 
amount of game we get, we 
need to be mentally ready 
to do whatever we need 

to,” the skipper said.
Being in constant 

limelight has made him 
very conscious about the 
electronic media looking 
for that ticker-grabber 
and the skipper wasn’t in 
a mood to relent.

When a journalist from 
the vernacular electronic 
media asked him about the 
Virat vs Aamir battle, his re-
sponse was sharp.

“I will not say anything 
for creating TRPs and nei-
ther would I say some-
thing that creates an excit-
ing news point. Any bowl-
er I face, I only see the red 
or white ball. Yes, I respect 
a bowler’s skill set. I had 
said the same about Kagi-
so Rabada,” Kohli said.

But he did make 
it clear that the good 
bowlers need to be 
studied well.

“Whoever are impact 
bowlers in world cricket, 
you should be wary about 
their strengths but at the 
same time you should have 
that much self belief that you 
can score runs against any 
bowler. The result of the 
match will not be decided 
on mine or his (Aamir’s) 
performance alone.”

And he doesn’t have to 
prove anything to anyone.

“I don’t have to go 
out there and prove to 
the world that I have to 
win some kind of con-
test. I have never en-
tertained these things 
till date and won’t do it 
near future. You can even 
get out to a part timer. I 
keep things that simple 
and basic.” 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper (who are 
fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Instead of Bans, Practice 
Better Management

To stop things is a short-term measure

The monsoon is upon Sikkim and if the order ban-
ning (actually stopping, but this is a season of 

bans) on all ongoing construction works and un-
loading of construction material on roadsides, 
has still not arrived, it will in a few days. 
The decision will be welcome. At the same 
time, it will also be reflective of how little 
the State has learnt and prioritised its de-
fence against monsoon-related calamities. 

The move is welcome because construction 
sites are invariably poorly managed tinder box-
es with the potential to amplify the damage 
that rains can wreck. Given that most road-
sides already have buildings on them, the new 
constructions are coming up behind these, and 
this requires for construction material to be 
dumped on the road and then carried away by 
the head-load to the sites. Most of the drains run 
along the roads and sand and stone chips flow 
fast when it rains and add to the debris content 
of slush which tear up tarmac and clog drains. 
Trucks dripping construction material on the 
highway are potential disasters in the making 
and travel could become more relaxed with-
out them on the highway at this time of the 
year. Construction sites, with their rudimen-
tary safety measures, are other accidents in 
the making during wet weather that the State 
could do without. 

For all these reasons, a direction to stop all 
construction works during monsoon is wel-
come. But it is not enough and it is too knee-
jerk. To begin with, this, if past government 
press releases are to be believed, should have 
happened at least two weeks before they even-
tually did, with the arrival of the pre-monsoon 
showers. The decision that construction re-
lated works should desist with the arrival of 
monsoons was taken several years back, but 
every year, the order gets issued only after the 
rains have wreaked some damage. If the state 
is looking at long-term mitigation efforts as far 
as constructions are concerned, then the ban 
should be lifted and instead of that builders should 
be required to make their sites monsoon-proof. This 
would entail storing of all construction related ma-
terial on site with proper care taken to ensure that 
none of it joins a water courses. A relaxation can be 
made to accommodate the time taken between un-
loading on the road side to transfer to work site. 

Take a drive along the highway and one will in-
variably come across orphaned sand and stone chip 
dunes probably left over from a completed construc-
tion as well. They lie unattended and pose a larger 
danger than kitchen waste which shares the road 
side with it. A ban on construction during monsoons 
is a short-term measure that Sikkim has been tak-
ing for the past decade, it is time that its officers 
prescribed and monitored the construction habits 
better. That will make the town safer than a row of 
incomplete buildings awaiting the dry winters. 

What cannot be ignored either that it is not just 
constructions, but also finishing works which re-
quire better material management, and when the 
focus is on “stopping” construction works, loopholes 
are found and potential risks continue to remain 
present, which is why the focus has to be on im-
proved oversights and construction practices. 

Jon Stewart: journey from satirist to 
political advocate is no laughing matter

Allaina Kilby
theconversation.com

When Jon Stewart quit the Daily 
Show, the satirical news and 

comedy show he hosted for 16 years 
until August 2015, he explained to 
his replacement, Trevor Noah, that 
he was tired – and angry at the state 
of politics and political discourse in 
the US. As Noah reported:

He said ‘I’m leaving because I’m 
tired.’ And he said, ‘I’m tired of being 
angry.’ And he said, ‘I’m angry all the 
time. I don’t find any of this funny. I 
do not know how to make it funny 
right now, and I don’t think the host 
of the show, I don’t think the show 
deserves a host who does not feel 
that it is funny.’

Stewart is clearly no longer tired. 
And he has channelled his anger 
into passion for a cause: he is now 
a fierce advocate for the James Za-
droger 9/11 Health Compensation 
Act. On June 12, he appeared in front 
of Congress, which was sitting to 
discuss the extension of the Victims 
of Crime Act (VOCA) Fund for 9/11 
first responders and survivors. The 
committee witnessed testimonies 
from a physician, a firefighter’s wid-
ow, and Luis Alvarez, a retired NYPD 
detective, who was due to start his 
69th round of chemotherapy after 
developing cancer from working at 
Ground Zero.

The testimonies offered a pow-
erful insight into the health prob-
lems of those who were exposed to 
the toxic air where the World Trade 
Centre buildings collapsed. But it 
was Stewart’s impassioned speech to 
Congress that went viral.

The media’s fixation with Stew-
art’s testimony isn’t attributed to his 
celebrity news value, but the sym-
bolic capital he built since his time 
on The Daily Show. As chief news an-
chor, Stewart built a reputation as an 
important satirical voice and incisive 
social commentator to a generation 
that had grown tired of sensation-
alised news and vitriolic politics.
HITTING THE FUNNY BONE

The essential ingredient of Stew-
art’s scathing political critiques was 
humour; it helped create a bond with 
the audience as he used his platform 
to comedically articulate citizen an-
ger towards elite institutions. Subse-

quently, the humour acted as a form 
of relief, offering the audience tem-
porary respite from the current po-
litical environment by inviting them 
to laugh at those in power.

It is was the inclusion of humour 
that made Stewart’s work a potent 
form of political criticism because it 
made the aggressiveness of the mes-
sage more palatable to the satirical 
targets. This is why Stewart was able 
to land critical blows on air that jour-
nalists couldn’t – because he defied 
the conventions of traditional jour-
nalism while speaking to audiences 
in a language they identified with.

Stewart has always been quick 
to downplay his cultural impact, 
responding modestly that he just 
“writes jokes about the news” and that 
his role as a TV satirist was limited to 
criticising targets rather than building 
something positive. Perhaps that was 
why he decided to turn to advocacy 
when he quit nightly comedy.

While Stewart’s advocacy role 
no longer affords him the comedic 
safety blanket he once had, it is the 
absence of humour, in his address to 
Congress, that made his message all 
the more powerful. What we saw was 
a visibly emotional man, holding 
back tears as he expressed his 
anger at the shameful way in 
which the political system has 

treated 9/11 survivors.
The role of emotion in politics 

has tended to be understood as the 
enemy of good citizenship. But in 
her book Emotions, Media and Pol-
itics, Karin Wahl-Jorgensen argues 
that emotion can enhance the power 
of political storytelling because of 
its ability to cultivate compassion, 
bring neglected stories to the public 
sphere and, in the process, call into 
being communities orientated to-
wards political action.

Stewart’s powerful testimony 
certainly raised the profile of the 
Congressional hearing as the video 
clip spread rapidly online and gener-
ated hundreds of news articles. The 
following day, the House Judiciary 
Committee unanimously passed a bill 
that would permanently reauthorise 
the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund. 
According to the New York Times, 
the bill will now go to the floor for a 
full vote in the House of Representa-
tives, where it is likely to pass.
A SERIOUS BUSINESS

Stewart’s transition, in recent 
years, from satire to political advo-
cacy has not gone unnoticed by his 
late-night TV successors. In a paper, 
Provoking the Citizen, I documented 
how satirists Sam Bee and John Oli-
ver have adopted advocacy journal-
ism strategies to draw attention to US 

President Donald Trump’s policies 
on immigration and female health-
care. But while Stewart and Ameri-
can late-night hosts are reimagining 
the possibilities of their public plat-
form, their UK counterparts are seri-
ously lagging behind.

The closest the UK has to a success-
ful comedy activist is Mark Thomas 
and his campaigning on the Ilisu Dam 
in Turkey. Russell Brand was also a 
prominent political activist for a time, 
appearing on Newsnight and attend-
ing demonstrations including the Mil-
lion Mask March and campaigning for 
better social housing. However, Brand 
has openly admitted his failure in pol-
itics was a result of believing his own 
hype, a consequence of his celebrity 
status.

While there are many instances of 
comedic activism I could mention – 
Eddie Izzard’s role in the Labour Par-
ty and Ricky Gervais’ work with an-
imal rights groups, comedy remains 
their chief currency and profession. 
What Stewart has shown us is that 
comedy and satire have limited capa-
bilities. They can draw our attention 
to a problem, but the ability to create 
real political change is dependent on 
passion, tenacity and sustained en-
gagement in the democratic process.

[the writer is Lecturer in Jour-
nalism, Swansea University]

Forest schools: how climbing trees and making 
dens can help children develop resilience

Janine Coates & Helena Pim-
lott-Wilson
theconversation.com

Despite all the research that tells 
parents how good it is for their 

children to spend time playing outside, 
they are spending more time indoors 
than ever before. It seems that con-
cerns about the dangers of climbing 
trees or getting lost means that many 
parents are nervous about allowing 
their children to engage in risky play.

But research suggests that this el-
ement of outdoor play has significant 
benefits for children and can help to 
develop their emotional resilience.

Over the last decade and a half, 
schools have started to recognise the 
importance of outdoor time for chil-
dren – resulting in the development 
of programmes that take learning 
outside the classroom. One of these 
programmes which has increased in 
popularity over recent years, is For-
est School.
WHAT IS FOREST SCHOOL?

Forest School is an outdoor 
learning initiative which embraces 
outdoor play in wooded spaces as a 
tool for learning and development. In 
the UK, the Forest School movement 
can be traced back to the early 1990s 
when a group of early years educa-
tors at Bridgewater College in Som-
erset day went on a trip to Denmark.

They noted how the Scandina-
vian values of open-air living were 
embedded in the education system. 
Upon their return from Denmark, 
they developed the first Forest 
School in the college creche, followed 
by a B-Tech qualification in Forest 
School practice. The Bridgewater 
group set in motion the development 
of Forest School provision through 
structured training programmes for 
Forest School practitioners. Today 
the Forest School Association – the 

UK professional body for Forest 
School practitioners – has more than 
1,500 members.

During Forest School, children 
and young people are provided with 
opportunities to explore the natural 
environment, experience appropri-
ate risk and challenge, and direct 
their own learning. Research has 
shown that Forest School stimulates 
imaginative play through hands-on 
engagement with the natural envi-
ronment.

In our research, which included 
more than 30 interviews with chil-
dren aged between four and nine, we 
wanted to understand how play in 
Forest School might facilitate learn-
ing. We found that during Forest 
School, children felt more indepen-
dent, and as a result, had a greater 
sense of personal, social and envi-
ronmental responsibility.

Children felt that they were able 
to apply skills they had learned in 
school in more meaningful ways and 
developed a range of non-academ-
ic skills. Forest School encouraged 
them to think creatively – to step out 
of their comfort zone and take risks 
– and to work more closely with 

their peers. They also reported being 
more physically active during Forest 
School – learning how to move safely 
in the unpredictable and challenging 
space of a woodland.
MAKING MOVEMENTS MATTER

The World Health Organisation 
has recently argued that young chil-
dren need more opportunity to play 
in order to grow up healthy. But de-
spite the clear benefits, Forest School 
is still somewhat misunderstood.

To the outsider, it is often con-
sidered as a separate form of educa-
tion provision – and indeed, there are 
some full-time outdoor Forest School 
nurseries operating in the UK, such 
as Wildawood Forest School in Cam-
bridgeshire. But most Forest Schools op-
erate within mainstream state schools, 
where children leave their classrooms 
for a half or full day, usually once or twice 
a week, to attend Forest School.

We spoke to children, headteach-
ers and Forest School leaders in 
two primary schools and found that 
this bridging of formal and informal 
learning can be complementary to 
one another. Children and headteach-
ers acknowledged that the school 
system can stifle children’s natural 

curiosity about the world. Children 
recognise that while they learn a lot 
in the classroom, this tends to be di-
rected by teachers and focused on 
passing tests.

Headteachers also recognised 
the pressure children are put under 
from a young age, and of the need to 
frequently demonstrate pupil pro-
gression against set targets. Forest 
School, for both pupil and teacher, is 
an opportunity to move away from 
the monotony of classroom learning 
and instead to engage in hands-on, 
self-directed learning.

This gives children the opportu-
nity to develop other skills beyond 
the academic – including negotia-
tion, resilience and independence. 
And in this way, the blending of these 
approaches to learning ensures that 
children have opportunity to develop 
a broader range of skills. All of which, 
prepares them for later life, while 
helping them to harness a love of the 
great outdoors from an early age.

[Janine Coates is Lecturer in Qual-
itative Research Methods, Loughbor-
ough University; Helena Pimlott-Wil-
son is Senior Lecturer in Human Ge-
ography, Loughborough University]
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Fieldwork Reflections
Life is a living fieldwork and the experiences are reflections

MONGFING LEPCHA

Being brought up by my maternal grand-
parents, I grew up listening to the stories 

of the past and fantasizing about the sim-
ple and wonderful lives lived by my grand-
parents. Although times were very simple 
during my childhood days but the stories 
of the past left me wondering about more 
the simple life of the past. I remember my 
grandmother would start a conversation 
where she would narrate the stories of the 
lives and the events she had lived. I was too 
young to understand the essence of those 
life experiences shared which now I find it 
as virtual treasures which will always re-
main precious. Now, that I am into a field 
which has given me broader perspectives 
over such treasures, it makes more sense 
and adds more value to it. 

During my fieldwork, I realized lot of 
things which includes the value of things 
which I always known but somehow did 
not know its importance. While interacting 
with elderly people in different villages and 
listening to their stories I could understand 
that the world around us changes so fast 
that by the time we know we are already 
a talk or talking about the past. Once, my 
grandmother told me that during her time 
a whole piglet was worth 3-5 rupees which 
was in context of my nagging for 5 rupees 
as pocket money which never happened 
and had to settle with not more than 2ru-
pees. Now, I can clearly relate that to how 
things have changed so far. For my grand-
mother the value of 5rupees was more than 
a handful of sweets which was for me then 
and now we can hardly get anything with 
it. 5 But of course the economy and the val-
ue of currency have always changed along 
with time ever since the practice of barter 
system. The people in my field area, a lot of 
time they share their own experiences of 
old days such as stories of hunting, stories 
of struggles made to get a kilo of rice from 
the newly setup provision shops, of walk-
ing long distances to reach study centre, the 
night schools, of sleeping in forests during 

cardamom harvesting, haunted by ghosts 
and many more. Each story was the chap-
ters of lives people had lived which are now 
not more than dreams for them just like how 
climbing on a tree and studying sitting on a 
branch is for me now. Of all the stories I am 
always fascinated by the ones with myster-
ies and scary stories. 

During my childhood days there were 
very few houses in my village and I can 
imagine how it might have been during my 
grandparent’s time. Most myths, mysteri-
ous life events, etc. have emerged during the 
times of our ancestors for obvious reasons. 
When I lived with my grandparents, we al-
ready had proper water supply (pipelines) 
which was not the situation before. There 
is a stream near by the village from where 
everyone used to get water from and it was 
sufficient for the people of the village. Once 
getting water from the stream in the evening 
my grandmother faced a very frightening 
situation where she sensed cold hands grab-
bing her wrists, she could do nothing but 
pray after which she felt she was set free. 
It is believed that negative energy dwells in 
the streams and rivers and as kids we were 
not allowed to go near streams especially 
in the evening. Most people still believes it 
and avoids the streams; some even leaves a 
small twig or leaf on the stone as an epitome 
of bridge while crossing the stream or riv-
er along with an infant so that the infant’s 
apil (soul) is not left behind or hampered by 

evil spirits. After knowing the story I nev-
er dared to go to that area as the story still 
gives me goose bumps. Although times have 
changed, the places have changed yet the 
stories still lives reminding us of the past. In 
fact, in my recent visit to my grandparents 
I came to know about the devastating story 
that lies behind the village I always find not 
less than utopia. The village where I spent 
most of my childhood days thinking it is the 
happiest place on earth was devastated by 
the landslide of 1968 which shook the entire 
village, state or nation as a whole. And the 
utopia was the repercussion of the calami-
ty that changed not just the land but lives as 
well. I could relate that with the experience 
of the earthquake of 2011 which was enough 
to leave a strong tremor in our minds for 
lifelong which the coming generation may 
not even know unless it is felt. The story of 
1968 landslide would have been just a story 
of the past but since I experienced the same 
kind of disaster I can relate those and can 
say that when they say it, it is not just story 
but lives in words like how mine will be later 
cause I have lived those. Similar, to such in-
cidences there are many more stories which 
lies within each and every other person. In 
fact, it will not be incorrect to say that every 
person is a living book where the chapters of 
lives are written. Although this articles does 
not reflect more about my fieldwork yet it 
reflects the sense of realization that I had 
been living it since long time back and now it 
is more like life itself is a fieldwork as every 
day I come across new things, I meet new 
people know about them and much more 
which if narrowed down is similar to what I 
do in the field area. Perhaps, that is how life 
experiences are built; living, comparing the 
past and present and sharing it and the loop 
keep on building. The ticking of clock never 
stops unless the battery is drained out, like-
wise, the fieldwork never stops till the very 
end and its reflection is always depicted in 
the stories one shares.

[the writer is Research Scholar, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, Sikkim University]

US raises concern over increasing 
North Korean activities in Nepal

Kathmandu, Jun 15 
(PTI): Voicing concern 
over growing business 
activities of North Kore-
ans in Nepal, the US has 
asked the Nepal govern-
ment not to entertain 
North Koreans in the 
country stating that Ne-
pal as a member of the 
UN should respect the 
decision taken by the 
global body to impose 
sanctions on the coun-
try.

Mark Lambert, spe-
cial US envoy for North 
Korea, who is on a 
three-day visit to Nepal, 
made this appeal to law-
makers, senior govern-
ment officials and ruling 
Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP) Co-chair Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal, the Hi-
malayn Times reported 
Saturday.

He expressed con-
cerns about growing 
business activities of 
North Koreans in Nepal.

He also expressed 
fear that North Koreans 

might have been using 
Nepal as a base to com-
mit cyber crimes, a law-
maker, who met Lambert, 
was quoting as saying.

In the meeting Lam-
bert told the lawmak-
ers that the UN Securi-
ty Council has placed 
sanctions on North 
Korea, and Nepal, as 
a member country, 
should respect this de-
cision, the daily said.

Nepal became a 
member country of the 
UN in 1955. The UN has 
imposed a number of 
sanctions on North Korea 
after the country start-
ed developing nuclear 
weapons, in violation of 
the UN charter.

“Nepal is a member 
of the UN and it has the 
obligation to follow reso-
lutions passed by the UN 
Security Council, said US 
Embassy Spokesperson 
Andie De Arment, who 
confirmed that Lambert 
was in Nepal to discuss 
growing activities of 

North Koreans in the 
country.

Lambert met four 
lawmakers Pabitra 
Niraula Kharel, Deepak 
Prakash Bhatta, Dibya 
Mani Rajbhandari and 
Sarala Kumari Yadav, 
during his visit.

Kharel is the chair-
person of the parliamen-
tary International Rela-
tions Committee, while 
the other three are mem-
bers of the same panel. 
Lambert also met NCP 
Co-chair Dahal.

Earlier, US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
had also raised the 
North Korean issue 
during Nepal Foreign 
Minister Pradeep Ku-
mar Gyawali’s visit to 
the US in December.

The issue was also 
raised by David J Ranz, 
acting deputy assistant 
secretary for US State 
Department’s Bureau of 
South and Central Asian 
Affairs, during his visit to 
Nepal in May.

Bangladesh’s coal-fired power plants puts 
Sunderbans on ‘natural sites in danger’: report
Dhaka, Jun 15 (PTI): 
The official advisory or-
ganisation on natural 
World Heritage has rec-
ommended putting the 
Sundarbans on a list of 
natural sites in danger as 
Bangladesh has contin-
ued implementing a coal-
fired power plant project 
near the forest, a media 
report said on Saturday.

The World Heritage 
Committee of 21 govern-
ments is scheduled to de-
cide on the recommenda-
tions by the International 
Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) in its 
annual meeting in Azer-
baijan from June 30 to 
July 10, the bdnews24.
com reported.

The Sundarbans 
mangrove forest, one of 
the largest such forests 
in the world (140,000 
ha), lies on the delta of 
the Ganges, Brahmaputra 
and Meghna rivers on the 
Bay of Bengal.

It is adjacent to the 
border of India’s Sundar-
bans World Heritage site 
inscribed in 1987.

The recommendation 
came after the UNESCO 
in July, 2017, withdrew 
a plan to inscribe the 

Sundarbans in the list of 
heritage sites in danger 
by 2018 in case of the 
failure to meet the mis-
sion’s recommendations.

A reactive monitor-
ing mission, jointly con-
ducted by the Centre 
and IUCN in March 2016, 
made detailed recom-
mendations includ-
ing the necessity of a 
strategic environmen-
tal assessment for the 
south-west region of 
the country.

After the mission, the 
World Heritage Com-
mittee had called for 
the Rampal power plant 
project to be cancelled 
and relocated.

The Bangladesh gov-
ernment had been al-
lowed until December 
2018 at the time to re-
port on the conservation 
of the world’s largest 
mangrove forest to the 
World Heritage Centre, 
the website reported.

The committee had 
welcomed Bangladesh’s 
decision to carry out the 
assessment into the po-
tential impact of a coal-
based thermal plant at 
Rampal on the Sundar-
bans, besides the deci-

sions to scrap the plant’s 
second phase and also 
the Orion power plant.

It cited severe threats 
from the coal-fired pow-
er plants and numerous 
industrial activities in 
close proximity, the re-
port said.

However, despite the 
call for relocation of the 
project, its construction 
has continued without 
any assessment of its im-
pact on the Sundarbans’ 
World Heritage values, 
the Union said.

Two additional coal-
fired power plants are 
being constructed on the 
Payra River, which flows 
into the same bay as the 
Sundarbans, the website 
reported the IUCN as 
saying.

Over 150 industrial 
projects are also active 
upstream of the site, and 
their associated shipping 
and dredging activities 
further threaten its hy-
drological and ecological 
dynamics, it said.

The hydrological sys-
tems, which drive this 
dynamics, are very large 
in scale and vulnerable 
to upstream impacts, the 
report said.

Four more children die 
in Bihar, toll rises to 67

Patna/Muzaffarpur, 
Jun 14 (PTI): Four chil-
dren died in Muzaffarpur 
district Saturday due to 
hypoglycemia, taking the 
number of such deaths 
to 67 this month, officials 
said.

All the victims, most 
of whom are below the 
age of 10, have fallen 
prey to hypoglycemia, 
a condition caused by a 
very low level of blood 
sugar and electrolyte im-
balance, they said.

The 67 children died 
in two hospitals here -- 
the state-run Sri Krishna 
Medical College and Hos-
pital (SKMCH) and the 
Kejriwal Hospital which 
is run by a trust.

According to a release 
by the Muzaffarpur dis-
trict administration the 
four children died at SK-
MCH on Saturday.

Since June 1, 197 chil-
dren have been admitted 
to SKMCH while 91 were 
admitted to Kejriwal 
Hospital with suspected 
Acute Encephalitis Syn-
drome (AES), but most 
of them were found to be 
victims of hypoglycemia.

The condition of six 
children undergoing 
treatment at each of the 
two hospitals is stated to 
be serious.

Meanwhile, Union 
minister and Bihar BJP 
chief Nityanand Rai, 
during his first visit to 
the state after being 
sworn in as MoS Home, 
went straight to Muzaf-
farpur from Patna air-
port, cancelling all felici-
tation programmes.

He expressed con-
cern over the children’s 
deaths, and said the par-
ty will not organise any 

programme to welcome 
anyone for two weeks.

“It is a painful peri-
od for all of us. This un-
known disease has taken 
a heavy toll this year,” he 
told reporters after vis-
iting the SKMCH where 
he spoke to patients and 
their relatives.

In the last two years, 
the number of deaths 
was around two or four, 
Rai said, adding the Cen-
tre and the state govern-
ments have taken requi-
site preventive measures 
and so far 69 children, 
affected with the disease, 
have been discharged 
from the two hospitals.

The Union Minister 
said a team from Norway 
has arrived to ascertain 
the reasons behind the 
deaths of children while 
samples were sent to a 
laboratory in Pune.

Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar had earlier 
advised parents not to 
let their children sleep 
or have litchi on empty 
stomach, as a preventive 
measure.

He has already direct-
ed the officials concerned 
to ensure that preventive 
measures were taken in 
affected districts, though 
deaths have so far been 
reported from Muzaffar-
pur only.

Health Department’s 
Principal Secretary San-
jay Kumar had earlier 
said the disease has 
affected 222 blocks 
of 12 districts espe-
cially Muzaffarpur, 
Vaishali ,  Sheohar and 
East Champaran. A 
central government 
team of experts had 
visited Muzaffarpur on 
Wednesday.

Inclement weather hampers operation to 
retrieve bodies of IAF aircraft crash victims

Itanagar, Jun 15 (PTI): 
Inclement weather on 
Saturday hampered res-
cue efforts to retrieve 
the mortal remains of 13 
air-warriors who were on 
board the Indian Air Force 
aircraft that crashed in the 
mountains of Arunachal 
Pradesh, an IAF spokes-
man said.

Shillong-based IAF 
spokesman Ratnakar 
Singh said the rescue oper-
ation, which commenced 
early Saturday morning, 
could not progress further 
due to inclement weather 
at the crash site.

Cheetah and ALH he-
licopters are on standby 
and are waiting to com-
mence operations once 

the weather improves.
At present there are 

low clouds accompanied 
with rain in the area, the 
spokesman said in a state-
ment. The IAF is making 
all efforts to retrieve the 
mortal remains of the de-
ceased air-warriors.

IAF personnel are in 
constant contact with the 
families of these air-war-
riors and they are being 
updated regularly about 
the ongoing rescue opera-
tions. They are also being 
explained the challenges 
being faced by the rescue 
team, he added.

The rescue team on 
Friday recovered the cock-
pit voice recorder (CVR) 
and flight data recorder 

(FDR) of the Russian-ori-
gin AN-32 aircraft.

The aircraft was 
going from Jorhat in 
Assam to Mechuka ad-
vanced landing ground 
in Shi-Yomi district in 
Arunachal Pradesh, near 
the border with China, on 
June 3 when it lost con-
tact around half-an-hour 
after taking off.

The wreckage of the 
plane was spotted by an 
IAF chopper on Tuesday 
at a height of 12,000 ft 
near Gatte village on the 
border of Siang and Shi-
Yomi districts, after eight 
days of a massive search 
operation involving a fleet 
of aircraft and choppers as 
well as ground forces.

Nepal’s ethnic Newaris protest against Guthi bill
Shirish B Pradhan
Kathmandu, Jun 15 
(PTI): Thousands of 
people belonging to the 
ethnic Newar community 
staged anti-government 
protests on Saturday, de-
manding withdrawal of a 
controversial bill, which 
they say has provisions 
in favour of land mafias 
and could jeopardise Sa-
natan Hindu culture and 
tradition. Around 10,000 
people from Newar com-
munity rallied in the 
major parts of the city 
Saturday morning rais-
ing slogans against the 
Oli government demand-
ing that the government 
withdraw the Guthi bill 
from the Parliament.

The KP Sharma Oli-
led Communist Party 
government has tabled 
the bill in Parliament to 
amend the Guthi Act and 

nationalise both public 
and private guthis and 
regulate all religious 
sites under a powerful 
commission.

Guthis are socio-eco-
nomic institutions 
(trusts), both public and 
private, that fund their 
obligations from incomes 
from cultivated or leased 
land assets. Depending 
on their obligations, guth-
is fulfil religious, public 
service or social roles and 
could either involve mem-
bers from a common lin-
eage, or several.

“Don’t destroy heri-
tage,” “scrap Guthi Bill”, 
“Our culture our iden-
tity”, “down with KP Oli 
government,” “stop inva-
sion of Sanatana Dhar-
ma”, read the placards 
the protestors carried 
during the rally.

“Our Sanatan Dhar-

ma and culture could be 
jeopardised if the Bill, 
tabled by the Communist 
Party led government 
in Parliament, gets en-
dorsed,” said Pavitra Ba-
jracharya a Newar activ-
ist and central member 
of Federal Socialist Party 
Nepal, which is also part 
of the ruling coalition.

The aim of the bill is 
to snatch the public and 
private land allocated 
for cultural trusts and 
distribute to others en-
croaching our age cultur-
al heritages, he said.

Thousands of people 
also organised torch lit 
rallies in neighbour-
ing Lalitpur and Bhak-
taur districts Friday 
night to oppose the 
government’s move to 
endorse the Bill that 
would destroy centuries 
old Sanatan culture.
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How Argentina’s women took on blatant sexism to reach the World Cup

Joshua Nadel and Brenda Elsey
theGuardian
Argentina had just drawn 0-0 against Japan at Parc 
des Princes in Paris on Monday, yet the players col-
lapsed in joy as if celebrating an epic victory. For the 
casual viewer it must have seemed an exaggerat-
ed celebration but for anyone familiar with what 
the Argentinian players have gone through it was 
completely understandable.

They are essentially an amateur team and 
were playing against the team that won the 2011 
World Cup and reached the final four years lat-
er. In fact, it is a small miracle they are even in 
France and going into their second group game, 
against Phil Neville’s England in Le Havre on Fri-
day, with renewed belief.

The Argentina team are not new to major 
tournaments but a fourth-place finish at the un-
official 1971 Women’s World Championship was 
followed by disappointing showings in the Fifa 
events in 2003 and 2007. In the latter two, Ar-
gentina had a negative goal difference of 31, only 
managing to score a single goal in each tourna-
ment.

As Argentina prepare to play England for the 
third time – they won 4-1 in 1971 but lost 6-1 in 
2007 – it is worth considering why the draw with 
Japan carried so much weight.

Going back just one year, it was unclear if the 
team would be able to travel to France at all. Un-
like the regional power that is Brazil, who can 
count on regular training camps and tourna-
ments, the Argentinian women’s team has been 
shockingly neglected by its federation and treat-
ed with downright hostility at times.

After failing to qualify for the 2015 World Cup 
in Canada, the Argentinian Football Association 
(AFA), showed little interest in having a national 
women’s side at all. Things got so bad that Fifa 
categorised the team as “unranked” due to its in-
activity. The head coach, Carlos Borrello, was dis-
missed and not replaced.

It seemed impossible to imagine a future for 
the team, especially as they played no games at 
all between 2015 and 2017. When, in 2017, the 

AFA finally organised a friendly in Uruguay, the 
players travelled early in the morning, played an 
afternoon match and then got straight on a bus 
back to Buenos Aires.

Exhausted, hungry and trapped in a chaot-
ic and uninterested system, the players wrote a 
public letter complaining of the conditions they 
were working in. They then refused to appear for 
the national team again until the AFA met their 
demands of $8.50 (£6.70) per day for training as 
well as regularly scheduled matches and training 
staff at their disposal. That the federation re-
fused to meet these demands, opting to play the 
under-23 squad against Uruguay instead, spoke 
volumes about the federation’s disdain for wom-
en’s football.

The institutionalist sexism the women’s team 
has faced from the AFA runs deep and forms a 
major part of how it deals with men’s football as 
well. In 2018, the federation published a guide to 
the World Cup in Russia, distributed to players, 
coaches, and journalists, with a chapter advising 
Argentinian men on how to pick up Russian wom-
en. The difficulty of getting support, and trying to 

build a career, in this type of climate cannot be 
overstated.

The game-changer in terms of historical con-
text was the advent of the feminist #NiUnaMenos 
movement. #NiUnaMenos emerged in protest 
against femicide and domestic violence in Argen-
tina and the campaign quickly spread throughout 
Latin America – and expanding its agenda. Over 
the last few years it has brought millions to the 
streets in protest of unequal working conditions, 
cultural representation, and reproductive rights.

The movement has caused Argentinian play-
ers to understand the significance of their sport-
ing activity as a feminist act. The team’s captain, 
Estefanía Banini, said of the feminist movement 
that it has “been very important and has given us a 
lot of support … It is important as women to raise 
our voices and let everyone know we are equal, 
that we want the same rights.” In turn, women’s 
football has become somewhat of a cause célèbre 
of grassroots feminism.

Earlier this year the UAI Urquiza player 
Macarena Sánchez made headlines when she took 
legal action against her club and the federation 

for not being recognised as a professional. After 
several years at the club Sánchez was told, during 
the season, that they were letting her go, which 
meant she would have to be unemployed for six 
months because transfers can only be completed 
at the end of the season.

Sánchez took to social media and received 
strong support from Argentina teammates, just 
as they were finally getting a bigger platform in 
the lead-up to the World Cup. A few prominent 
journalists picked the story up, including Ale-
jandro Wall, but also many independent women 
writers, such as Leila Grayani and Nemesia Hi-
jós. The former president Cristina Fernández de 
Kirchner lent her support to the female players 
and a number of local and regional politicians fol-
lowed suit.

As the public became more aware of the condi-
tions of women’s football, pressure grew and finally, 
in April, the AFA agreed to help subsidise one-year 
professional contracts for eight female players, but 
it was only to the tune of $330 a month.

Gaby Garton, a goalkeeper for the national 
team, said that, while it was not enough to earn a 
living on just football, “it’s a whole lot better than 
the nothing many of us earned before”.

While the grassroots women’s football culture 
in Argentina has been at the forefront of pushing 
for better resources, it has been cautiously op-
timistic about improvements over the past year. 
They prefer the term “feminist football” or “fút-
bol femenista”, rather than football femenino or 
women’s football, to signal their desire to change 
thinking in the country. Rather than just adding 
women to the current corrupt sporting structures 
that make a profit of exporting predominantly 
working class athletes, they want fundamentally 
more egalitarian institutions.

The point against Japan was not only import-
ant for being the first in an official World Cup for 
the Argentinian women’s team. More than any-
thing, it highlighted the strength and resolve of 
generations of female footballers in continuing to 
play in the face of opposition, sexism and disdain 
from their own federation.

Couldn’t train properly for a while 
after coming out of closet: Dutee

Mumbai, Jun 14 (PTI): 
India’s fastest woman 
Dutee Chand said Friday 
that she could not train 
properly for a while after 
revealing to the world 
that she is in a same-sex 
relationship.

But things have now 
settled down now after 
the initial turmoil, said 
the top sprinter who is 
among the few athletes 
in the world to openly 
admit to this type of rela-
tionship.

“My training was dis-
turbed a lot initially. I’ve 
already told everyone 
how much stress my sis-
ter gave me. I couldn’t 
train properly at least for 
10-15 days after that. But 
now, I’m starting to for-
get everything and get-
ting back to my training,” 
said Dutee who won two 
silver medals at the 2018 
Asian Games.

“I’ve received a lot of 
support from public and 
it has made me feel com-
fortable,” she told report-
ers after the launch of 
‘Skechers GoRun 7’.

Asked if she had ex-
pected a positive reac-
tion from the public, she 
said, “I didn’t expect any-
thing.”

“I felt within me that 
people might speak ill of 
me after I spoke about it. 
Because I’m an athletics 
celebrity, and maybe it 
will affect my game again, 
like in 2014. But by the 
God’s grace, there’s been 
no such thing.

“AFI, SAI, everyone 

has supported me, say-
ing it’s your personal life 
and no action will be tak-
en due to it. In fact, they 
told me to train well,” she 
added.

Dutee also said that 
“the more the people 
speak bad” about her 
“the more she focuses on 
her training.”

She insisted that 
coming out of the “clos-
et” was her personal de-
cision.

“That’s my person-
al life, I can’t guarantee 
if people want to follow 
that or not. Not every-
one thinks alike in this 
world,” she said.

Quizzed whether ath-
letes will be inspired by 
her decision, Dutee said, 
“I had suffered for the 
problems in 2014, but 
I felt good after coming 
back. Not just me, ath-
letes around the world 
who were being stopped 
from competing are now 
being given a chance. So 
that’s good.”

Dutee won a land-
mark ‘gender’ case 
against the IAAF in an ap-
peal to the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sports in 2015 
and she was allowed to 
compete after being sus-
pended for one year.

The CAS suspended 
the IAAF’s policy on 
hyperandrogenism for 
two years.

Later the world body 
changed the policy, 
which is now applicable 
only for female athletes 
competing in the range of 

400m to 1500m, leaving 
out Dutee, who competes 
in 100m and 200m, from 
its ambit.

Dutee said he is keen 
to train in an academy in 
Florida (USA) to “change 
her technique in 100 me-
tres” and is optimistic of 
getting funds from the 
government.

“Had planned to go to 
Florida but government 
didn’t provide the fund. 
That’s why I didn’t go. I 
plan to go next year and 
now I am training in Hy-
derabad.”

Asked why she need-
ed to change her tech-
nique, Dutee said, “100 
metres is a technical 
event, so you have to fo-
cus on every detail. From 
start to finish. I have 
shortcomings at every 
stage. So I can get more 
exposure from those 
people (foreign trainers).

“Basically, when I run, 
my body gets tight at the 
last moment. I still don’t 
know why it happens. 
So, I will have to correct 
that,” she explained.

The sprinter from 

Odisha is also gearing up 
to take part in the World 
University Games to be 
held in Italy next momth.

Dutee said she will 
approach new sports 
minister Kieren Rijiju to 
request for her inclusion 
in the TOPS scheme.

“I had appealed to 
(Rajyavardhan) Rathore 
sir (earlier sports minis-
ter), and he said he will 
do it. Now the minister 
has changed, so I’ll have 
to approach him again.

“Everyone keeps 
telling we’ll do it but it 
hasn’t happened so far. 
Our government’s train 
runs very slow. Jab sta-
tion mein lagega tab 
chadenge. (When it halts 
at the station then I will 
board it),” she said.

Asked about South 
African Caster Se-
menya’s case, Dutee 
said, “When it was 
announced, I spoke to 
Caster. I told her that 
if you need any help 
my team will help you 
to fight the case. So 
with the help of my 
team, she appealed.

Google CEO Pichai cautions against regulating tech giants just ‘for the sake of it’
Washington, Jun 15 
(PTI): Google’s Indi-
an-American CEO Sun-
dar Pichai has said 
that it is “perfectly 
fine” for big compa-
nies to be scrutinised 
but cautioned against 
doing it just “for the 
sake regulating” them 
amid reports that the 
US is initiating an 
anti-trust violations 
probe against the in-
ternet giant.

Pichai made the 
comments for the first 
time after reports 
emerged earlier this 
month that Google’s 
search business and 
advertising practic-
es may come under 
scrutiny during the 
potential anti-trust 
violations probe by 
the US Department of 
Justice (DOJ).The DOJ 
and Federal Trade 
Commission are said 

to be dividing up re-
sponsibility for over-
sight of Google, Face-
book, Apple and Amazon 
to probe their market 
dominance.

Pichai told CNN 
Business on Friday that 
it’s “perfectly fine” for 
companies like Google 
to be scrutinised when 
they get big enough.

“Scrutiny is right, 
and we will participate 
constructively in these 

discussions,” he said.
“I worry that if you 

regulate for the sake of 
regulating it, it has a lot of 
unintended consequenc-
es,” he said, focusing on 
the issue of artificial in-
telligence in particular.

Pichai said, “it will 
have implications for our 
national security and ... 
for other important areas 
of society. Having leader-
ship ends up being really 
critical.”  

Not Just Another Match: India start favourites 
against Pakistan in mother of all battles

Manchester, Jun 15 
(PTI): A cricketing ri-
valry that transcends 
beyond the realms of 
22-yards will be reig-
nited when India and 
Pakistan square off in 
a World Cup encounter 
that could have fascinat-
ing sub-plots with Rain 
Gods threatening an an-
ti-climactic twist.

The escalating 
cross-border tensions 
between the two neigh-
bouring nations add to 
the intrigue with KL Ra-
hul’s technique being 
tested by Mohammed 
Amir and Wahab Riaz’s 
skills finding more than 
a match in a colossus like 
Virat Kohli.

Even if they feel that 
it’s just another game, 
perhaps all players 
in their hearts know 
that this is a special 
match even if at times 
the reason in purely 
non-cricketing.

No wonder Sachin 
Tendulkar urges Indi-
an batsmen to be more 
aggressive against a 
skillful Amir unlike 
2017 Champions Tro-
phy while skipper Kohli 
speaks about having an 
“ideal mindset” even 
if the first-timers may 
find the “occasion in-
timidating”.

The narrative of In-
do-Pak duel is such that 
irrespective of whether 
it is a World Cup game 
or not, it creates heroes 
or villains for life in the 
eyes of fans.

Ajay Jadeja’s assault 
of Waqar Younis in the 
1996 World Cup quar-
terfinal or Salim Malik’s 
72 off 35 balls in a tough 
run chase that stunned 
the 90,000 plus at Eden 
Gardens in 1987 are 
stuff of legends.

People remember 
these matches while 
forgetting that both 
were proven match fix-
ers, who brought the 
game into disrepute.

Chetan Sharma, de-
spite a World Cup hat-

trick and five-for in a 
Lord’s Test, is remem-
bered for Javed Mian-
dad’s last ball six in 
Sharjah in 1986. He was 
a far better bowler than 
that to live with a curse 
of a full-toss.

Hrishikesh Kanit-
kar’s international ca-
reer wouldn’t possibly 
deserve a footnote but 
people still remember 
him fondly because of 
his last ball boundary 
off Saqlain Mushtaq, un-
der fading lights in Dha-
ka in 1998.

Both defy logic but 
since when have fans 
cared about logic.

For them, this is ‘The 
Match’ and there’s a 
binary feel to it. Ei-
ther you win or lose. 
Everything else is for-
gotten duly.

Or else it is diffi-
cult to justify why fans 
are ready to buy over-
priced tickets being 
sold on black even 
after factoring in that 
weather could pos-
sibly ruin things and 
they might lose out on 
a lot of money.

The exponential in-
crease of media frenzy 
always hypes it up at in-
sane level even though 
all the six World Cup 
duels that India have 
won have been pretty 
one-sided.

The Bengaluru quar-
ter-final in 1996 or Mo-
hali semi-final in 2011 
were exciting but it 
didn’t go down to the 
wire.

But with no bilateral 
series being played for 
years now, each match 
despite being lop-sided 
has had a certain novel-
ty attached with it.

On the field, Amir’s 
first spell will certainly 
keep his team interest-
ed after a brilliant per-
formance against Aus-
tralia. Rahul and Rohit, 
both of whom have min-
imal footwork in begin-
ning of an innings, will 
try to be more assertive.

Kohli has always en-
joyed a fabulous track 
record against Pakistan, 
having scored a hun-
dred in the 2015 game 
at Adelaide.

A hundred is due 
and Indian captain’s 
sense of occasion makes 
him a big contender for 
a three-figure mark.

It will be a test of 
temperament for the 
youngsters like Hasan 
Ali and Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, who have hardly 
bowled to the world’s 
best batsman.

The Old Trafford 
looks good for batting 
even though conditions 
will aid both seam and 
swing.

India’s middle-or-
der will have a role 
to play in the game. 
Dinesh Karthik’s ex-
perience was suppos-
edly the choice of the 
team management in 
the last game but that 
was factoring in a cur-
tailed game.

In case of a full game, 
Vijay Shankar could be 

the No 4 if India wants 
a few overs of seam-up 
stuff from him or else 
stick to Karthik, who 
has more experience of 
pressure situations.

The seaming con-
ditions and Pakistan’s 
comfort against spin-
ners might prompt 
Kohli to drop one among 
Yuzvendra Chahal and 
Kuldeep Yadav and go 
for Mohammed Shami, 
who could be devastat-
ing in these conditions.

Jasprit Bumrah will 
have a score to settle 
against Fakhar Zaman, 
bowling against whom, 
the last thing he would 
want is to overstep.

Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar would like to bowl 
that probing off-stump 
line which can keep op-
position best bet Babar 
Azam at bay.

Mohammed Hafeez’s 
years of experience will 
be up against Hardik 
Pandya’s panache.

Last but not the 
least, India’s ‘Man of 
all seasons’ Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni will 
“lead” from the back 
and that will be the 
team’s trump card.

Squads:
India: Virat Kohli 

(captain), KL Ra-
hul,  Rohit Sharma, 
Vijay Shankar, MS 
Dhoni (wk), Hardik 
Pandya, Kedar Jad-
hav, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Mohmmed Sha-
mi, Dinesh Karthik, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Shi-
khar Dhawan.

Pakistan: Sarfaraz 
Ahmed (captain), 
Fakhar Zaman, Imam ul 
Haq, Babar Azam, Haris 
Sohail, Hasan Ali, Shahdab 
Khan, Mohammed Hafeez, 
Mohammed Hasnain, Sha-
heen Shah Afridi, Wahab 
Riaz, Mohammed Aamir, 
Shoaib Malik, Imad Wasim, 
Asif Ali.

Match Starts at 3 
pm IST.
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31 test positive for HIV in Pakistan
Islamabad, Jun 15 
(PTI): Thirty-one people 
were tested HIV positive 
during a screening pro-
gramme conducted in 
Pakistan’s Sindh prov-
ince on Saturday, health 
authorities said amid a 
probe by international 
experts from the WHO 
to check the outbreak of 
the deadly virus.

The new cases in 
Shikarpur district see 
a surge in cases of HIV 
(Human Immunodefi-
ciency Virus) in Sindh 
after 215 positive cases, 
including 181 children, 
were reported in Ra-
todero district of Larka-
na last month, Geo News 
reported.

According to District 
Health Officer Shabbir 
Sheikh, 2,500 people 
were screened out of 
which 31 tested posi-
tive, the report said.

Those that have test-
ed positive were being 
provided treatment and 
other amenities accord-
ing to the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) 
regulations.

A delegation of the 
United Nations bodies, 
including the WHO, UN-
AIDS and UNICEF, are 
already in Karachi to 
help the Sindh health 
authorities to inves-
tigate the alarming 
outbreak of the HIV 
in the district .

Main reason behind 
the spread of HIV virus 
was revealed to be the 
use of unsafe blood, un-
safe injections and un-
safe practice, the WHO 
Representative Palitha 
Mahipala said.

Those affected have 
urged the Sindh govern-
ment to make HIV med-
icine readily available at 
private medical stores 
apart from government 
hospitals for easy ac-
cess.

Sindh Health Min-
ister Dr Azra Fazal 
Pechuho said that legis-
lation for the formation 
of a health commission, 
to address HIV out-

break, has been com-
pleted, she said, the Ex-
press Tribune reported.

Dr Pechuho said that 
the investigation re-
vealed a large number 
of doctors in Sindh were 
carrying out unsafe 
medical practices. Ef-
forts are being made 
to stop them from do-
ing so.

She also request-
ed the federal govern-
ment to allocate certain 
amount in the budget 
for the production of au-
to-lock syringes in Paki-
stan, the report said.

She said that the re-
cent outbreak was a sign 

that if the issue of HIV is 
neglected any further, it 
would result in a danger-
ous situation.

Federal Health Min-
ister Dr Zafar Mirza also 
said that federal and 
provincial governments 
were working togeth-
er and the recent HIV 
outbreak was a wake-
up call to improve the 
healthcare system in 
the country.

He stressed on the 
need to make HIV control 
programme more effec-
tive, at national and pro-
vincial levels.

He said that Pakistan 
has the highest number 

of Hepatitis B cases in 
the world and Hepatitis 
C was also turning out to 
be a big challenge, add-
ing that if not addressed, 
HIV too would become a 
big problem.

Citizens have also 
asked to take adequate 
measures to counter the 
disease.

In total, 76.1 mil-
lion people worldwide 
have been infected with 
HIV, since the epidem-
ic started in the 1980s. 
Some 35 million have 
died, according to offi-
cial figures.

Without treatment, 
HIV-infected people go 
on to develop AIDS, a 
syndrome that weak-
ens the immune system 
and leaves the body ex-
posed to opportunistic 
infections such as tu-
berculosis, and some 
types of cancer.

Treatment carries 
side-effects and is cost-
ly, but allows infected 
people to be healthier 
for longer.

Hong Kong on edge, more protests 
over extradition bill loom

Hong Kong, Jun 15 
(AP): Pressure on Hong 
Kong’s Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam was mount-
ing Saturday, with signs 
emerging that she may 
delay an unpopular ex-
tradition bill that has 
drawn hundreds of 
thousands of people 
into the streets in pro-
test.

Lam was expected 
to hold a news confer-
ence at 3 p.m. (0700 
GMT), the government 
said in an announce-
ment. It gave no de-
tails about what she 
planned to say.

Another mass pro-
test was expected on 
Sunday, after clashes 
that turned violent 
on Wednesday, leav-
ing about 80 people 
injured including 22 
police officers.

The standoff be-
tween police and 
protesters in the for-
mer British colony 
is Hong Kong’s most 
severe political crisis 
since the Communist 
Party-ruled mainland 
took control in 1997 
with a promise not 
to interfere with the 
city’s civil liberties 
and courts.

Lam, chosen by 
Beijing to be the high-
est-level local official, 
is caught between 
her Communist Party 
bosses and a public 
anxious to protect the 
liberties they enjoy as 
a former British colo-
ny.

Opponents want 
her to withdraw the 
bill, which would al-
low Hong Kong sus-
pects to be tried in 
mainland China. She 
has said she won’t, 
and has the backing 

of leaders in Beijing. 
Many protesters are 
demanding she quit.

Protests died down 
late in the week, but 
around midnight Fri-
day there were still 
dozens of youths sing-
ing and standing vigil 
near the city’s govern-
ment headquarters, 
where demonstrators 
had tussled with po-
lice who deployed 
tear gas, pepper spray, 
hoses and steel batons 
as thousands pushed 
through barricades.

Police said 11 were 
arrested. Lam de-
clared that Wednes-
day’s violence was 
“rioting,” potentially 
raising severe legal 
penalties for those ar-
rested for taking part. 

In past cases of un-
rest, authorities have 
waited months or 
years before rounding 
up protest leaders. In 
April, nine leaders of 
a 2014 pro-democra-
cy protest movement 
known as the “Umbrel-
la Revolution” were 
convicted on public 
nuisance and other 
charges.

Lam was facing 
calls from both outside 
and within her gov-
ernment to delay the 
extradition legislation 
that has spurred the 
protests.

Some members of 
the Executive Council, 
Hong Kong’s cabinet, 
said she should per-
haps rethink plans to 
rush the bills’ passage. 
A group of former se-
nior government of-
ficials issued a public 
letter urging her not to 
force a confrontation 
by pushing ahead with 
the unpopular bills.

Many in Hong Kong 
fear the measures 
would undermine the 
former British colony’s 
legal autonomy.

More than 1,000 
people joined a peace-
ful “mother’s protest” 
Friday evening in a 
downtown garden.

Adding to tensions, 
the extradition bill 
has drawn criticism 
from US and British 
lawmakers and human 
rights groups, prompt-
ing Beijing to lash back 
with warnings against 
“interference” in its in-
ternal affairs.

It is unclear how the 
local leadership might 
defuse the crisis, given 
Beijing’s strong sup-
port for the extradition 
bill and its distaste for 
dissent and for foreign 
pressure.

Many experts be-
lieve Lam might be 
obliged to step down, 
assuming responsibil-
ity for the uproar the 
bill has raised.

Anson Chan, a for-
mer chief secretary 
for Hong Kong, said 
Lam still could keep 
her post if she backs 
down.

“What the people 
are attempting to tell 
is that we are very 
worried about the 
consequences of pass-
ing the extradition 
bill, because no one will 
feel safe, even in their 
own beds, after passage 
of this bill,” Chan said in 
an interview.

“It places every-
body’s individual free-
dom and safety at risk,” 
said Chan, who as chief 
secretary was the top 
local civil servant un-
der former British Gov. 
Chris Patton.

Journalists resign after pro-
Russia MP buys Ukraine channel

Kiev, Jun 15 (AFP): A 
Ukrainian MP with ties 
to Russia has bought a 
national Ukrainian news 
channel, prompting a 
round of resignations 
from journalists who fear 
his ownership will mean 
coverage influenced by 
Moscow.

Taras Kozak of the 
pro-Moscow party “Op-
position Platform” al-
ready owned two na-
tional TV stations before 
he took over the channel 
ZIK this week.

Kozak is a close ally 
of politician Viktor Med-
vedchuk, a controversial 
figure in Ukraine because 
of his close ties to Rus-
sian President Vladimir 

Putin while Kiev is fight-
ing a Moscow-backed 
separatist war.

Journalist Roman 
Nedzelskiy, one of five 
journalists to resign 
from the channel along 
with its CEO, said Med-
vedchuk now essentially 
controls ZIK.

“Tomorrow I will be 
on the air with the last 
broadcast of the weekly 
show ‘Details’ and then 
I will start looking for a 
job,” he said on Facebook 
late Friday.

“Medvedchuk is an 
enemy of my country, 
a murderer of both the 
past and the future,” 
his colleague Vakhtang 
Kipiani wrote as he an-

nounced his resignation.
Mustafa Nayyem, a 

Ukrainian MP, wrote on 
social media that the 
takeover would be a chal-
lenge for new President 
Volodymyr Zelensky.

“It is difficult to say 
which is worse -- a Rus-
sian tank on the demar-
cation line or a broad-
cast holding... belonging 
practically to a relative of 
Vladimir Putin”.

Medvedchuk claims 
Putin is godfather to one 
of his daughters.

Ukraine is locked in 
a five-year conflict with 
Russia-backed separat-
ists in the east of the 
country that has claimed 
over 13,000 lives.

Minor Indian migrant girl 
died of heat stroke near 

US-Mexico border: Official
Houston, Jun 15 (PTI): 
Gurupreet Kaur, the 
six-year-old Indian girl 
whose body was found 
near a remote and de-
serted US-Mexico border 
died of heat stroke after 
her mother left her to go 
in search of water, US of-
ficials said Friday as they 
blamed people smug-
glers for the tragedy.

Kaur, who was a 
month shy of turning 7, 
was found by the US Bor-
der Patrol officials 27 ki-
lometres west of Lukev-
ille, Arizona on Wednes-
day, when temperature 
reached a high of 42 
Celsius, the Pima County 
Office of the Medical Ex-
aminer said.

Gregory Hess, Pima 
County Chief Medical Ex-
aminer, identified the girl 
as Gurupreet Kaur and 
said that her death was 
accidental and caused by 
hyperthermia, CNN re-
ported.

However, Border Pa-
trol blamed Kaur’s death 
on people smugglers.

Kaur was travelling 
with four other per-
sons and dropped near 
the border by human 
smugglers who or-
dered the group to 
cross in the dangerous 
and austere location.

The US Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) 
agents got the informa-
tion after encountering 
two women from India, 
who explained how they 
came to the US and that 
three others, a woman 
and two children, got 
separated from them 
hours earlier, the agency 
said in a statement.

The agents took the 
two women into custody 
and began searching the 
area north of the inter-
national border in the 
remote terrain for the 
missing persons.

Agents used helicop-
ters to search for the peo-
ple she had been travel-
ling with, and found foot-
prints indicating they 
returned to Mexico.

After walking some 

way, the girl’s moth-
er and another woman 
went in search of water, 
leaving her daughter 
with another woman and 
her child.

“Once they went to 
look for water they nev-
er saw them again,” said 
US Border Patrol Agent 
Jesus Vasavilbaso.

Hours later, they 
discovered the Kaur’s 
body, it said.

“Our sympathies are 
with this little girl and 
her family,” Tucson 
Chief Patrol Agent Roy 
Villareal said. “This is 
a senseless death driv-
en by cartels who are 
profiting from putting 
lives at risk.” 

The CBP said Friday 
that the Border Patrol 
agents had also located 
“two missing Indian na-
tionals” after they had 
crossed the border back 
into the US.

“The mother and 
her 8-year-old daughter 
were transported to a lo-
cal hospital for treatment 
for dehydration,” the CBP 
said in a statement.

The numbers of Indi-
ans crossing US borders 
from Mexico has steadily 
risen in recent years, ac-
cording to immigration 
officials. They are among 
thousands of Africans 
and Asian migrants mak-
ing the arduous journey, 
led by smuggling cartels.

Last year, more than 
9,000 people from India 
were detained at US bor-
ders nationwide -- a big 
increase from the prior 
year, when that number 
was about 3,100.

A decade ago, in 2009, 
that number was 204.

US President Don-
ald Trump has been 
promising for more 
than two years to build 
a long, impenetrable 
wall along the border 
to stop illegal immi-
gration, though Con-
gress has been reluctant 
to provide the money he 
needs. In the meantime, 
he has repeatedly threat-
ened to close the border.

Syria flare-up kills 35 fighters, including 
26 pro-regime forces: monitor

Beirut, Jun 15 (AFP): 
At least 35 combattants 
including 26 pro-regime 
forces were killed Sat-
urday in clashes and air 
strikes that erupted at 
dawn in northwestern 
Syria, a war monitor said.

The flare-up came as 
Russian-backed regime 
forces tried to retake two 
villages seized by jihadists 
and allied rebels earlier this 
month, the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said.

“Since this morn-
ing, the Syrian regime 
and allied fighters have 
launched five failed at-
tempts to regain control 
of Jibine and Tal Maleh in 
northwestern Hama prov-
ince,” said Observatory 
head Rami Abdel Rahman. 
Syrian regime and Russian 
air strikes killed nine ji-
hadists and rebel fighters, 
the war monitor said.

Ensuing clashes in 
the north of Hama prov-
ince left 26 pro-regime 
forces dead, including 
eight who were killed in 
a mine explosion, the Ob-
servatory said.

The Idlib region of 
some three million peo-
ple is supposed to be pro-
tected from a massive re-
gime offensive by a buf-
fer zone deal that Russia 
and Turkey signed in 
September.

But it was never fully 
implemented, as jihad-
ists refused to withdraw 
from a planned demilita-
rised zone.

In January, the Hayat 
Tahrir al-Sham alliance 
led by Syria’s former 
Al-Qaeda affiliate ex-
tended its administrative 
control over the region, 
which includes most of 
Idlib province as well as 
adjacent slivers of Lat-
akia, Hama and Aleppo 
provinces.

The Syrian govern-
ment and Russia have 
upped their bombard-
ment of the region since 
late April, killing more 
than 360 civilians, accord-
ing to the Observatory.

Turkey said Friday 
that it did not accept Rus-
sia’s “excuse” that it had 
no ability to stop the Syr-
ian regime’s continued 

bombardments in the 
last rebel bastion of Idlib.

“In Syria, who are 
the regime’s guarantors? 
Russia and Iran,” Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu told state news 
agency Anadolu in a tele-
vised interview.

“Thus we do not ac-
cept the excuse that ‘We 
cannot make the regime 
listen to us’,” he said.

His comments came 
as Turkey disagreed with 
Russia earlier this week 
after Moscow claimed a 
new ceasefire had been 
secured in the province 
following weeks of re-
gime bombardments -- a 
claim that was denied by 
Ankara. Syria’s war has 
killed more than 370,000 
people and displaced 
millions since it start-
ed in 2011 with the 
repression of anti-gov-
ernment protests.

Russia launched a 
military intervention in 
support of the regime in 
2015, helping its forces 
reclaim large parts of the 
country from opposition 
fighters and jihadists.
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Akshay Kumar asks fans to not participate in 
‘negative trends’ regarding ‘Sooryavanshi’

Mumbai, Jun 14 (PTI): Superstar Akshay 
Kumar on Friday urged his fans and fol-
lowers to refrain from getting into “neg-
ative” discussions about his upcoming 
film “Sooryavanshi”.

The 51-year-old actor took Twitter to 
issue the appeal, saying that he is working 
on the film with a “positive outlook”.

“Since the past few days l’ve noticed cer-
tain negative trends being done by people 
dearest to me...you guys. I can see and 
understand your angst, all I can do is 
request you all with folded hands not to 
start/participate in such trends. 

“I took up Sooryavanshi with a very 
positive outlook, let’s continue making 
and releasing it in the same way,” Akshay 
said in a brief statement posted on his official Twitter handle.

The release date of “Sooryavanshi”, which is being directed 
by Rohit Shetty, was recently advanced to avoid a box office 
clash with Salman Khan’s “Inshallah”.

Both the films were all set to lock horns at the box office on Eid 
2020 but now “Sooryavanshi” will arrive in theatres on March 27.

aThe film will also feature Katrina Kaif, who has previous-
ly worked with Akshay in movies such as “Namastey London”, 
“Welcome” and “De Dana Dan”, among others.

Fatherhood makes me feel good about myself: Tusshar Kapoor
Mumbai, Jun 15 (PTI): Actor Tusshar 
Kapoor describes fatherhood as a life 
long vision which has made him feel 
more complete and confident as a per-
son. 

The 42-year-old actor became sin-
gle parent to his son, Laksshya, through 
surrogacy in 2016.

Ahead of Father’s Day, the actor says 
for him, fatherhood is all about a feeling 
which does not ever go away.

“I feel more confident as a father, I 
feel my life has a purpose and feel more 
fulfilled and accomplished. When a day 
ends, I feel I’ve done a lot, even when 
I’m on holiday, I don’t feel like I am not 
working,” Tusshar tells PTI. 

“Fatherhood makes me feel good 
about myself, makes me feel complete. It 
has also made me manage my time and 
more organised because you’ve to work 
with a clock work precision when you’re 
a father,” he added.

The “Golmaal” actor said he had a 
“positive nervousness” before becom-
ing a father and took the decision only 
when he felt he was ready.

“I was always very fond 
of babies, so it didn’t feel 
like fatherhood would be a 
burden ever. But the calling 
never came till I decided to 
be a father. I took this step 
only when I felt the time 
has come.” 

But many still find it a 
bit daunting to turn a sin-
gle parent without getting 
married, for the respon-
sibilities which will come 
along with the decision.

Tusshar says it has to be 
a well thought out decision, one which 
requires a lot of acceptance of the self. 

“It’s normal to be scared. It okay to 
be a single parent. If you accept yourself 
then even the society will accept you. 
The fear is about whether I’ll be able to 
take up the responsibility or not. 

“If you have the infrastructure and 
means to take care of a child, then bet-
ter late than never. Do it when you feel is 
the right time.” 

Tusshar says being a father from the 

movie industry can be a bit challenging 
but the difficulties are not restricted to 
just the film line. 

“It’s hugely compromised for movie 
stars, no matter how much they try. A lot 
of times, specially in the earlier years, 
father’s probably left it to the mothers. 

“That also happens outside of the 
film line, a lot of busy fathers think the 
mothers will do everything and I can 
just have a special appearance in the 
child’s life... But that’s not necessarily 
restricted to movies.”


