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Convention planned to offer direct interaction 
between C&D employees and CM

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug: 

All Sikkim Govern-
ment Employees 

Association [Group C & 
D] has announced plans 
to hold a state-level con-
vention of government 
employees in September 
next month. The conven-
tion is expected to have 
the Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang [Golay] as the chief 
guest. The main objective 
behind the convention is 
to convene a direct inter-
action of group C & D em-
ployees with the CM, the 
association informs.

This has been decid-
ed during the coordina-
tion council meeting of 
the association held here 
on Monday. 

The meeting was 
attended by executive 
members and represen-
tatives of all 14 sister as-
sociations of the ASGEA.

Addressing a press con-
ference here this afternoon, 

ASGEA general secretary, 
Rapden Bhutia, mentioned 
that such direction interac-
tion and convention of C & 
D employees with the CM 
has never been held in Sik-
kim in the past. 

He stated that the 
association had placed 
many issues with the pre-
vious government as well 
and while work was done 
on some issues, many mat-
ters were still pending. At 
the proposed convention, 
various pending issues and 
grievances of group C and D 
employees of the State will 
be placed directly to the 
CM, he added.

Mr Bhutia said that 
the date and venue have 
not been fixed yet and 
that same will be final-
ized soon as per the con-
venience of the CM. 

The association has 
also decided to felicitate 
the CM for the many de-
cisions taken in the inter-
est of employees. 

There should be ap-
preciation of works done 
by the government in the 
interest of the employees 
of Sikkim, he explained.

He informed that 
today’s meeting also 
passed a resolution to 
thank the State govern-

ment and the CM for seg-
regating funds to release 
salary arrears [following 
pay revision] in a single 
installment without the 
employees having even 
placed a formal demand 
with the government. 

He said that employ-

ees were positive that 
the notification related 
to the same will be taken 
out soon as well. 

Mr Bhutia added that 
today’s meeting also passed 
a resolution to thank the 
government for the recent-
ly constituted Grievances 

Redressal Committee to 
review grievances relat-
ed to pay revision and to 
resolve issues. 

The association has 
also thanked the State gov-
ernment on introducing the 
5-day work week system in 
government offices.

Likewise, ASGEA 
chairperson, Sangay 
Zangpo Bhutia, appealed 
to all government em-
ployees to reciprocate 
the goodwill displayed 
by the State government 
by working sincerely, 
honestly and hard for 
the people during office 
hours. He also urged em-
ployees in public related 
offices to give the best 
service to the people.

Responding to media 
queries, he said it was 
difficult to even get an 
appointment with the 
CM in the earlier govern-
ment, and that the pres-
ent government and CM 
by contrast were much 
more accessible to the 
people and employees. 

He alleged that the 
voice of employees nev-
er reached the top in the 
previous government 
and that employees were 
working in a free envi-
ronment now. 

BJP wants permanent political solution in Darjeeling hills: Ghosh

Hold meetings in afternoons, 
CM advises officials

Namchi, 12 Aug (IPR): 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay) 
chaired a meeting with 
officials at his residence 
on 11 August. Present 
amongst others were 
Chief Secretary, AK Shri-
vastava, DC (South), Ragul 
K, SP (South), Prawin 
Gurung, MEO (Namchi), 
Samdup Lepcha.

The Chief Minister 
spoke at length about the 
various official circulars 
issued by the State Gov-
ernment and appraised 
that all officials should 
adhere to the circulars. 

He also spoke about 
the various develop-
ments which have been 
undertaken in Namchi 

including its beautifica-
tion, efficient disaster 
management and district 
administration system. 

Additionally, the CM 
also spoke about employ-
ees working overtime and 
emphasized that these em-
ployees are an example in 
smooth functioning of the 
State Government adminis-
tration and are proactively 
working for the betterment 
of the general public. 

He also advised that 
official meetings of de-
partments across the 
state should be held in 
the afternoons so that 
the public’s work is not 
hampered due to un-
availability of officials at-
tending the meetings.

Sikkim gets 
new DGP
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

Sikkim cadre IPS offi-
cer, A Shankar Rao has 

been appointed as the 
new Director General of 
Police by the State Govern-
ment replacing SD Negi.

Mr Negi has been 
transferred and appointed 
as Principal Secretary of 
the Labour Department, 
Government of Sikkim.

A Shankar Rao who 
was posted in New Delhi 
as Officer on Special Duty 
in the State Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, will continue to 
hold the post of OSD and 
has been given additional 
charge as DGP.

SD Negi took up the 
charge of DGP in 2017 re-
placing Avinash Mohananey 
who retired from service.

Another office order 
reads that Secretary, Ani-
mal Husbandry, and Veter-
inary Service Department, 
SB Subba, who is also 
holding additional charge 
of Labour Department 
shall relinquish the charge 
of Labour Department.

Not Jan unmukti Diwas 
but Bhrashtachar 

Sthapana Diwas: SDF
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug: 

Sikkim Democratic Front has asserted that term-
ing the day of the release of PS Tamang [Golay] 

from prison on 10 August 2018 as Jan Unmukti 
Diwas was a mockery and murder of democracy. 
Mr Tamang was sent to prison on 10 August 2017 
after being convicted in a corruption case and be-
ing sentenced to a one year prison term.

In a press release issued today, SDF has said 
that 10 August should be termed Bhrashtachar 
Sthapana Diwas as it was a black day in Sikkim’s 
political history when a corrupt leader came out 
of prison after serving time in a corruption case. 

Mr Tamang was convicted for corruption in a 
people’s welfare plan of distributing milch cows 
to the people when he was the Animal Husbandry 
Minister from 1994 to 1999 under the SDF Gov-
ernment, the party has said.

A person convicted for corruption will always 
be anti-people and anti-social, SDF has alleged. 

The party goes on to allege that Mr Tamang 
started his revolt against SDF in 2009 after he was 
not given a cabinet berth. 

Due to the blessings of Pawan Chamling, Mr 
Tamang became an MLA for the first time in 
1994 and then remained a Minister for 15 years 
and MLA for three years of Upper Burtuk, the 
release asserts. 

“He never raised his voice for any class or cat-
egory of people when he was a Minister for 15 
years but instead always harassed opposition par-
ty workers      turn to pg02

Sikkim Himalayan SC marches into finals of 
Chogyal Sir Tashi Namgyal Memorial Cup

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug: 

Sikkim Himalayan 
Sporting Club has en-

tered the finals of the 
ongoing Independence 
Day Football Tournament 
2019 for Chogyal Sir Tashi 
Namgyal Memorial Cup 
here at Paljor Stadium. 

In the first semi-final 
match played on Mon-
day, Sikkim Himalayan 
SC humbled Kalimpong 
XI 5-nil.

The home team main-
tained constant pressure 
on the Kalimpong out-
fit tight from get go and 
this was made apparent 
when Musa took Sikkim 
Himalayan SC ahead in 

the very second minute 
of the match. 

Although the score-
line might not reflect it, 
the Kalimpong squad 
played its heart out to 
equalise but missed a 
few good chances. In-
stead, it allowed Sikkim 
Himalayan SC another 
opportunity when Zang-
po Tamang scored in the 
41st minute. The match 
paused for drinks break 
with Sikkim Himalayan 
SC in a 2-0 lead.

With Kalimpong play-
ers putting their best 
effort to bounce back 
into the match, Eugene 
extended the lead for the 
home team to 3-0 in the 

54th minute. 
Despite of some good 

attacks, Kalimpong strik-
ers failed to convert any 
opportunity and could not 
get on to the scorecard. 

In the meanwhile, OT 
Lepcha headed a won-
derful goal for the home 
team in the dying min-
utes and another goal 
by Engpohang Subba in 
additional time sealed a 
5-0 victory for Sikkim Hi-
malayan SC.

Next, defending 
champions, ARC Shill-
ong, will take on Sik-
kim Aakraman Foot-
ball Club in the sec-
ond semi-final match 
scheduled for Tuesday.

Kolkata, Aug 12 (PTI): West 
Bengal BJP president Dilip 
Ghosh Monday said his party 
is not in favour of a separate 
Gorkhaland state and wants a 
permanent political solution in 
Darjeeling hills.

He said those who do not 
want development of the hills 
are doing politics over it.

The comment comes in 
the backdrop of the word 
‘Gorkhaland’ by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in a letter 
to Darjeeling MP Raju Bista, 
who had sought protection for 
Gorkhas in the national capital.

The use of the word has 
kicked up a row in West Bengal 
with the ruling TMC seeing in it 
a “plot” to divide the state.

The BJP, which has 

emerged as a major political 
force in the state after the Lok 
Sabha polls, has rejected the 
charge as “baseless”.

“We have never said we want 
Gorkhaland. We want a per-
manant political solution to the 
problem in the hills so that de-
velopment can take place there. 
We have said this before and we 
are repeating it,” Ghosh said.

“We had won the Darjeel-
ing seat with a huge margin 
under very tough circum-
stances. We will work for the 
development of the people of 
the hills,” he added.

According to sources in the 
saffron party, Bista wrote a let-
ter to Shah in July in which he 
voiced concern over Gorkhas 
being left out of the purview of 

the special cell formed by Delhi 
Police to counter acts of racism, 
particularly against people from 
the northeast.

Shah had answered said Bis-
ta’s concern over the people of 
“Gorkhaland and Ladakh area” 
is being looked at.

The use of the word 
‘Gorkhaland’ by Shah drew crit-
icism from TMC, which accused 
the Centre and the BJP of plot-
ting to divide the state.

Senior Trinamool Congress 
leader and Bengal minister Gau-
tam Deb said, “Why did he use 
the word Gorkhaland? There is 
no place called Gorkhaland in 
the entire area. It seems after di-
viding Jammu and Kashmir, the 
BJP is planning to bifurcate Ben-
gal. But, as long the TMC is here, 

nobody can divide the state”. 
Reacting to the TMC’s allegation, 
Bista said the use of the word 
Gorkhaland has nothing to do 
with creation of a separate state.

The Darjeeling MP said he 
wrote about the residents of the 
Gorkhaland Territorial Adminis-
tration (GTA) - the autonomous 
body that looks after the devel-
opment of the Darjeeling hills.

“The Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA) was set 
up through a tripartite agree-
ment between the TMC govern-
ment, Gorkha Janamukti Morcha 
(GJM), and the Congress gov-
ernment at the Centre in 2011. 
So, if they can use the word 
Gorkhaland, why can’t we use 
it to refer to the residents of the 
area.                     turn to pg02

Chandrayaan-2 
to reach moon’s 
orbit on August 
20: ISRO
Ahmedabad, Aug 12 
(PTI): India’s second moon 
mission ‘Chandrayaan-2’ 
is expected to reach the 
moon’s orbit on August 20 
and land on the lunar sur-
face on September 7, Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) Chairman Dr K 
Sivan said on Monday.

The spacecraft is all set 
to leave the earth’s orbit af-
ter two days, he told report-
ers here. Sivan was on the 
city to take part in the birth 
centenary celebrations of 
Dr Vikram Sarabhai, re-
garded as the father of In-
dia’s space programme.

The 3,850-kg Chan-
drayaan-2, a three-mod-
ule spacecraft compris-
ing orbiter, lander and 
rover, which was launched 
on July 22, would make a 
landing on the moon on 
September 7, the ISRO 
chief said. “After launch-
ing Chandrayaan-2 on July 
22, we did five maneu-
vers. The Chandrayaan-2 
composite body is now 
revolving around the 
earth,” he said. The next 
very important and 
crucial maneuver will 
happen on Wednesday 
morning. “At around 3.30 
am on August 14, we are 
going to have a maneuver 
called trans-lunar injection. 
By this maneuver, the Chan-
drayaan-2 will leave the 
earth and move towards the 
moon. On August 20, we will 
be reaching the moon,” he 
said. “Then, we will be carry-
ing out lunar orbit insertion. 
By this process, the Chan-
drayaan-2 will be around the 
moon on August 20. Subse-
quently, we have planned to 
have a series of maneuvers 
around the moon and finally 
on September 7, we will be 
landing on the moon near its 
south pole,” he added. 
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URGeNTly ReqUIReD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTeD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GeNeRAl INFoRmATIoN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

and was involved in undemocratic act of troubling op-
position leaders,” SDF has said. 

The party further adds that it is amusing that Mr 
Tamang now claims to be pro-people and talks of Jan 
Unmukti.

Comparing himself with world leaders like Nelson 
Mandela who have also spent time in prison for dif-
ferent reasons, Mr Tamang is making a joke out of the 
sacrifice and dedication of these world leaders, the 
release states. 

Referring to a statement by SKM spokesperson, Ja-
cob Khaling, that SDF conspired to put Mr Tamang in 
jail for raising his voice for the people, the party has 
asked Mr Khaling if he knows of any provision that 
allows a Chief Minister to send a person to prison for 
raising his voice for the people.

Not Jan unmukti...

This is political hypocrisy of the TMC,” Bista had told 
PTI.

The development comes against the backdrop of 
the Centre’s decision to revoke provisions of Article 
370 that accorded special status to Jammu and Kash-
mir and created two union territories (UT) after bifur-
cating the state.

Several hill parties had demanded UT status for 
Darjeeling after the Kashmir developments.

Darjeeling has in the past witnessed violent agita-
tions over the demand of a separate Gorkhaland, the 
latest being in June 2017, when the hills witnessed a 
104-day strike over statehood.

Speaking on the issue of poor tourism infrastruc-
ture in Bengal, Ghosh said TMC leaders and ministers 
are only interested in wiping out jungles and build 
cottages so that they can take “cut money” from those 
projects.

“The TMC government has done nothing for the 
development of tourism in Bengal. They are just de-
stroying jungles in Terai and Dooars and building 
cottages and TMC leaders are taking cut money from 
those projects,” Ghosh said.

BJp wants...

St Xavier’s in finals of Samast 
Bharat Challenge Cup Rhenock 

CM attends Shravan prayers at Siddheshvara Dham

TYA Kalimpong enter 
finals of Jorethang 

I-Day tourney 

Young Girls in finals of 
Namchi I-Day tourney

JVC in finals of Late Laxman 
Pradhan Memorial tourney 

Safai weekend at Sumbuk 
by prasanti Youth Club

Namchi, 12 Aug (IPR): Chief Minister, Prem Singh Tamang (Go-
lay) along with his spouse, Krishna Kumari Rai offered prayers in 
the ongoing auspicious month of Shravan at Siddheshvara Dham, 
Solophok today. 

He was accompanied by MP, Indra Hang Subba, Chief Secretary, 

AK Shrivastava, DC (South), Ragul K, ADC (South), Satyen K Prad-
han, officials amidst a large number of pilgrims and local gentry.

The Chief Minister and his spouse along with other offi-
cials attended the Aarti, Rudra Abhishek and Hawan while at 
Siddheshvara Dham.

VoIce AGAINST lITTeRING: Local group, Voice, tried 
to proclaim its “do not litter” message in Namchi today with an eye on the 
upcoming Independence Day celebrations and the ungainly litter that the big 
crowd invariably leaves behind. Over the weekend, Voice members installed 
dustbins and cleaned the area around the Veterinary Ground. The gesture was 
applauded by all who noticed the initiative.

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

TYA Kalimpong defeat-
ed Himalayan Sport-

ing FC Gangtok by 1-0 to-
day to enter the finals of 
the ongoing 73rd I-Day 
Open Knockout Football 
tourney at Jorethang, a 
press release informs. 
Tanku Tamang was 
named man of the match. 

The I-Day celebration 
committee had invited 
Speaker, LB Das as the 

chief guest along with 
Chandra Bir Shasanker 
Rai (panchayat), Karna 
Bdr Rai (panchayat)and 
Nawraj Rai (panchayat) 
as guests of honour. 

The special attraction 
of the day was Tug of War 
and cultural programme. 

On Tuesday, in the 
second semi-final match 
Truck Drivers Associa-
tion Jorethang will face 
Gangtok Sports Hostel at 
2:30 pm.

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

The first semifinal 
match between St 

Xavier’s Pakyong and 
Chujachen Sports Acad-
emy (CSA blue) was 
played here at the Sa-
mast Bharat Challenge 
Cup open football tour-
ney 2019 at Rhenock 
Senior Secondary School 
playground today where 
St Xavier’s defeated CSA 
blue by 3–1, a press re-
lease informs. 

Purna Chemzong, 
goalkeeper of CSA was 
declared Man of the 
match. The chief guest 
for the semifinal match 
was Contractor, Deben-
dra Subba. He was ac-

companied by National 
Youth Awardee, Santosh 
Kr Pradhan, DFO, SK Das, 
Director Science and 
Technology, Dr Bharat 
Basistha. 

Also present were 
the sponsor of the tour-
nament, MD of Samast 
Bharat National Maga-
zine, New Delhi, Yusuf 

Bhutia, Principal SK Das 
and others.

The winner of the 
tourney will be awarded 
a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh 
and runner-up will be 
awarded Rs. 60,000.

The semifinal match 
included demonstration 
of school band and dance 
by students.

Sumbuk, 12 Aug: Pras-
anti Youth Club, affiliated 
to NYK Namchi, organ-
ised a cleanliness drive 
at 9th Bazar area and 
surroundings of Sum-
buk Senior Secondary 
School in South Sikkim 
over the weekend. 

The Club undertakes 
cleanliness drives every 

Saturday and Sunday in 
around Sumbuk to gener-
ate awareness about the 
pollution caused by plas-
tics, a press release informs. 

The Club has also 
started practicing for a 
play on social issues it 
plans to stage soon at a 
function in Gangtok, it is 
informed.

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

Local team, JVC FC has 
entered the finals of 

Late Laxman Pradhan 
Memorial football tour-
ney after defeating Hima-
layan FC Gangtok by 2-0 
here at Golitar football 
ground, Singtam, today.

JVC scored a goal in 
the first half and Hima-
layan FC fought hard to 
come back but another 

goal by JVC in the second 
half sealed the 2-0 victo-
ry of the local team.

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang [Golay] was pres-
ent as chief guest for the 
day. He was accompanied 
by Area MLA, MK Sharma 
along with various digni-
taries and officials.

Dance and pipe 
band performances 
were also part of the 
day’s programme. 

Namchi, 12 Aug (IPR): 
The second semifinal 
of 73rd Independence 
Day Women’s Open 
Football Tournament 
was held at Singithang 
playground, Namchi, 
today. The chief guest 
for the occasion was 
Speaker Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly, LB Das 
while it was also at-

tended by various oth-
er dignitaries.

The second semifinal 
match was played be-
tween Young Girls Foot-
ball Academy Gyalshing 
and Pureland Interna-
tional Academy Yangang 
wherein the former 
team won and entered 
the finals with a score-
line of 2–0.

Kashmiris gather at Jantar Mantar to ‘observe’ Eid
New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 
Away from their home 
on Eid al-Adha, a group 
of Kashmiris gathered at 
Jantar Mantar on Mon-
day to observe the festi-
val, with many saying it 
was difficult to celebrate 
when they cannot com-
municate with their fam-
ilies in the Valley where 
unprecedented restric-
tions have been imposed 
after revocation of spe-
cial status to J-K.

People from various 
walks of life, including not-
ed writer Arundhati Roy, 
joined them in solidarity 
as they shared with each 
other their thoughts as 

well as Eid delicacies like 
biryani, kebaabs and kheer. 
Among the nearly 100 odd 
who converged for the ‘si-
lent protest’, the common 
refrain was that commu-
nication lines to the Val-
ley should be restored as 
not being able to contact 
their families back home 
was causing much despair 
among people.

“We cannot celebrate 
Eid if our family back 
home, if our friends back 
home are not celebrat-
ing it. So, we will observe 
the festival in its entire 
spirit, we will celebrate it 
with what is left of us, our 
hopes, our aspirations, 

our strength to move 
forward,” said Sharika 
Ameen. Remembering his 
family back home, Zubair 
Rashid, a UPSC aspirant 
who came to Delhi just five 
months ago, broke down 
while narrating a poem he 
wrote this morning.

“Ever since I woke up 
today, I didn’t get any feel 
of the festival. I was liter-
ally crying in my room. I 
haven’t been able to con-
tact my family despite my 
father being in Jammu 
and Kashmir Police... I 
haven’t been able to fo-
cus on anything. I don’t 
have any information 
about my family,” he said.  

Article 370: SC 
to hear plea 
on Tuesday 
against 
‘regressive 
measures’ 
in J&K
New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court is 
scheduled to hear on 
Tuesday a plea challeng-
ing the Centre’s decision 
to impose restrictions 
and “other regressive 
measures” in Jammu and 
Kashmir following the 
revocation of the provi-
sions of Article 370.

The plea filed by Con-
gress activist Tehseen 
Poonawalla is listed for 
hearing before a bench 
comprising Justices Arun 
Mishra, M R Shah and 
Ajay Rastogi.

Besides, a separate 
petition filed by Anu-
radha Bhasin, Execu-
tive Editor of Kashmir 
Times, seeking removal 
of restrictions imposed 
on working of journal-
ists in the state after the 
scrapping of provisions 
of Article 370 is likely to 
be mentioned for urgent 
listing in the apex court.

Poonawalla has said 
he is not expressing any 
opinion on Article 370 
but seeking withdrawal 
of ‘curfew/ restrictions’ 
and other alleged regres-
sive measures including 
blocking of phone lines, 
Internet and news chan-
nels in J&K.

He has also sought 
a direction from the top 
court for the release of 
leaders like former chief 
ministers Omar Abdullah 
and Mehbooba Mufti, who 
are under detention.He 
has further sought setting 
up of a judicial commis-
sion to inquire into ground 
realities there.

The activist has 
claimed that the deci-
sions that have been 
taken by the Centre vio-
late fundamental rights 
guaranteed under Article 
19 and 21 of the Consti-
tution. “The inhabitants 
of the state of J&K are 
suffering on account of 
unwarranted imposition 
of curfew and/ or restric-
tions under Section 144 
of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973, preven-
tive arrests, snapping of 
phone lines, suspension 
of internet services, me-
dia gag,barred access to 
healthcare, educational 
institutions, banks, pub-
lic offices, shops and es-
tablishments and all oth-
er basic amenities,” the 
plea said.

The entire state is un-
der virtual cordon and 
“has been converted into 
a garrison by increasing 
the number of troopers 
on everyday basis when 
in fact there has been 
no news of any orga-
nized/ violent protests 
against the constitution-
al amendments or for 
any other reason”, it said. 
Poonawalla has sought 
direction from the apex 
court questioning the 
Centre and J&K as to un-
der what authority they 
have taken such tough 
steps including the arrest 
of former Chief Ministers, 
former union ministers, 
former legislators and 
political activists.

“Arrest of separatist 
leaders may be totally 
justifiable but meeting 
out the same treatment 
to mainstream political 
workers who have giv-
en their blood and sweat 
for the integration of State 
with Union of India is high-
ly questionable and de-
serves to be condemned,” 
his plea has said.   
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DePARTmeNT oF lABoUR
SHRAm BHAWAN

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOKEYTHANG, TADONG- 737102

No.- 247/E&IC/DL                 Dated: 07/08/2019

WAlK-IN-INTeRVIeW
In continuation to advertisement Ref No. 234/DL/ESIC dated: 28.06.2019, applications are invited for 
walk-in-interview from eligible candidates for filling up the post mentioned below purely on contrac-
tual basis in consolidated pay as indicated against each post for initial period of one year at Employees’ 
State Insurance Service Dispensary, Jorethang, South District under the Labour Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim which is extendable based on performance.

Sl.No. Name of Post No. of post Minimum Educa-
tion Qualification

Age Limit Fixed Pay.

01 Medical Officer 02 MBBS Degree from 
MCI recognized 
Institute

22 to 35 years Rs.40,000/- 
p.m.

02. General Nursing 
Midwifery (GNM)

02 Class XII passed 
wit pass certificate 
of 03 years of Gen-
eral Nursing train-
ing and Midwifery 
Training from MCI 
recognized by 
Nursing Council of 
India.

22 to 30 years. Rs.18,000/-
p.m.

03. Dresser 01 Class X passed 
with experience 
in application 
of plaster in an 
orthopedic unit of 
registered recog-
nized hospital.

18 to 30 years Rs.15,000/-
p.m.

04. UDC (Casher) 01 Graduate Degree 
from any recog-
nized University.

18 to 30 years Rs.12,000/-
p.m.

05. UDC (Adm.) 01 -do- 18 to 30 years. Rs.12,000/-
p.m.

06. LDC 01 Class XII passed 18 to 30 years Rs.12,000/-
07. Record Keeper 01 Clas XII passed 18 to 30 years Rs.10,000/-

p.m.
08. Peon 02 Class VIII passed 18 to 30 years Rs.9,000/-

p.m.

The candidates having the requisite qualifications as mentioned in the job description are requested to 
submit their application alongwith certified copies of degree and certificate to Under Secretary, Labour 
Department by 21.08.2019 before 4:30 p.m. Application received after closing time and date will not be 
entertained/considered. The walk-in-interview will be held on 12.08.2019 for the post at Sl. No.1 to 3 
on 28th August, 2019, Sl.No. 4 to 6 on 29th August, 2019 and Sl.No. 7 & 8 on 30t August, 2019.
 Venue : Labour Department, Government of Sikkim, Sokeythang.
 Time : 10 am to 4:30 pm.
Further, this is to inform to all concerned that the walk-in-interview for the above posts as advertised 
vide Ref No. 234/DL/ESIC dated: 28.06.2019 in SUMMIT TIMES, Dainik Mirmiray, Anugamini and Sik-
kim Reporter has been postponed. Therefore, all concerned are informed that the interview will be 
held on the dates and venue as mentioned above.

Deputy Labour Commissioner (I),
Labour Department

Government of Sikkim, Gangtok.
R.o. No. 131/IPR/Pub/classi./19-20 
Date: 06.08.19 

Ceo Sikkim signs agreement with 
SRM univ for election survey

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

The Chief Electoral Office, Sik-
kim, signed an agreement 

with Shri Ramaswamy University 
(SRM), Gangtok, on 12 August for 
conduct of “knowledge, attitude & 
practices based line & end line sur-
vey for citizens of Sikkim for Gen-
eral Election, 2019”, an IPR press 
release informs.

“The objective of the study is 
to carry out to fine the Knowl-
edge, Attitude, Belief, Behaviour 
and Practices (KABBP) among the 
respondents so that required in-
terventions could be made to en-
hance electoral participation and 
to assess the efficiency of the in-
terventions after the election,” the 
release states. 

The “proposal of this assign-
ment” is to understand the com-
munication, needs of the different 
sections of the society most nota-
bly, the voters and the influencers 
viz. family members, Community/ 
Religious leaders, Civil Society 
based group, media, etc, the re-
lease mentions.

The survey is to be completed 
by 15 Sept, 2019 and report to be 
submitted by 04 Oct, 2019, it is 
further added.

The main objective of the Sur-
vey is:-

1. to understand the reasons 
for gaps in electoral par-
ticipation, both for enrol-
ment stage and voting,

2. to understand the under-

lying reasons for low voter 
turnout in the last election 
in the State,

3. to identify the barriers to 
voting,

4. to identify the demo-
graphics of electoral seg-
ments with lower enrol-
ment and participation in 
the polls,

5. to understand effective-
ness of various formal and 
non formal media vehi-
cles,

6. to suggest logical and pos-
sible measures to ensure 
higher enrolment and 
higher turnout based on 
the outcome of Survey.

The task of the survey shall be:–
1. Finalize a sampling frame 

and operational/manage-
ment plan

2. Develop instruments,
3. Training of the field teams,
4. Conduct field research,
5. Undertake analysis of data 

collected,
6. Make a presentation on 

the top line findings,
7. Submit a final report 

based on feedback given 
by Election Commission.

A total of 20 polling stations 
in the Urban and 20 in the Ru-
ral will be randomly selected 
for the State. The samples will 
be selected by Simple Random 
Sampling Method with sample 
frame provided in the SVEEP 
Manual by the office of CEO, Sik-
kim, the release adds.

Int’l 
Library Day 
celebrated 
by SIJAC
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

Sikkim Investigative 
Journalism Award 

Committee [SIJAC] cel-
ebrated International 
Youth Day and Interna-
tional Library Day also 
at the Conference Hall 
of Superview Waterfall 
Homestay, Rumtek, today, 
a press release informs.

The celebration was 
held under the Chair-
manship of SK Bardewa 
while Former Chairman 
of Teacher’s Recruit-
ment Board and Ex-Sec-
retary, Sarat Kumar Gu-
rung, was present as the 
chief guest.

Addressing the cel-
ebration, Mr Gurung 
recollected the efforts 
of Tashi Namgyal Acad-
emy students to form a 
Youth Library in Sikkim. 
He added that it is an apt 
occasion to celebrate the 
achievement of the then 
youth library of Sikkim. 

Mr Gurung congratu-
lated the Chief Founder 
of the Youth Library and 
Editor of ‘Navajyoti’, San-
tosh Bardewa for his ef-
forts to uplift Sikkimese 
literature and culture.

He also said that the 
Nepali Sahitya Parishad 
situated at Development 
Area, Gangtok should re-
turn the 50,000 valuable 
books and all assets of 
the youth library since 
the youth of the state 
need these assets.

Mangan celebrates 
National Librarian’s Day

SuMMiT RepoRT
mangan, 12 Aug: 

The 127th birth an-
niversary of Dr SR 

Ranganathan was cele-
brated at North District 
Library here at Pentok 
on Monday.

The programme was 
attended by Pemzang 
Tenzing as guest of hon-
our and was assisted 
by Assistant Library in-
charge, Zyamyang Loday 
Lepcha, along with the 

staff of the community 
center and staff and mem-
bers of the district library.

The programme con-
cluded with a session 
delving into the benefits 
of reading and the need 
to support libraries.

Dr Ranganathan was 
a mathematician and 
librarian whose most 
notable contributions 
to the field were his five 
laws of library science 
and the development of 

the first major faceted 
classification system, the 
colon classification. He 
is considered to be the 
father of library science, 
documentation, and in-
formation science in In-
dia and is widely known 
throughout the rest of 
the world for his funda-
mental thinking in the 
field. His birthday is ob-
served every year as the 
National Librarian’s Day 
in India.

2 Sikkim boys in finals of quiz mania 7 Worldwide
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 12 Aug:

Two Sikkimese students have been 
selected to represent India at the 

International finals of Quiz Mania 7 
Worldwide that is scheduled to be 
held in Kathmandu, Nepal, from 16-
23 Aug, 2019. 

The students are Rishal Pandey 
Chettri and Aditya Chettri. Both of 
them are class 11 students from Delhi 
Public School, Siliguri. More than 60 

countries including Azerbaijan, Bo-
tswana, Cambodia, etc. are expected 
to participate in the finals. 

The winners will be receiving a 
cash prize of NPR 10,00,000. The quiz 
competition will be a televised one 
themed “Connecting Youths Globally” 
with Actor Rajesh Hamal as the host. 

The selected team will not only 
represent their institution but In-
dia as a whole. They will be flying to 
Kathmandu on 16 Aug, 2019.

Williams 
signs nine-
year deal 
with Athletic 
Bilbao
madrid, Aug 12 (AFP): 
Athletic Bilbao striker In-
aki Williams has signed a 
new nine-year contract 
that will increase his re-
lease clause to 135 mil-
lion euros, the club an-
nounced on Monday.

Williams’ previous 
release clause had been 
set at 80 million euros 
and the 25-year-old 
was linked with a move 
to Manchester Unit-
ed during the summer 
transfer window.

“Inaki Williams has 
prolonged his contract 
with Athletic Club until 
June 30, 2028,” read a 
statement from the club.

“His termination 
clause is set at 135 mil-
lion.” The Bilbao-born 
striker ended a run of 40 
league games at home 
without scoring in Janu-
ary by hitting two against 
Sevilla at San Mames.

He went on to score a 
career-best 12 goals last 
season in La Liga.

“I’m very happy. It is 
a pride for me to contin-
ue to be tied to this great 
club that has given me ev-
erything,” Williams said.

“Thank you for sup-
porting me, above all for 
always being with me 
during the bad times. It’s 
a day to be happy and 
hopefully great things will 
come because what I want 
is to make this club, if it’s 
possible, even bigger.” 
Bilbao play La Liga cham-
pions Barcelona at home 
on Friday in the opening 
fixture of the season.
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Administer Merit into Quotas
Hire fair and ensure transparency

Local protection is always an emotive issue. It 
is also a popular one and has its benefits; even 

necessity if historical denials need to be amended. 
In Sikkim, there are laws and rules in place which 
guarantee stronger local protection than seen in 
most other States. Everyone, from politicians to 
NGO volunteers to association members, has been 
consistently demanding exclusive access to all job 
openings for local candidates. And even though this 
protection is reasonably well enforced in the State, 
it manages to steal into the headlines ever so often. 
And as an election cycle begins spinning faster now, 
expect even more rhetoric to garnish this issue.

Substantial printers ink has been spilled report-
ing on protests and criticisms of appointment of a 
non-local OSD in a government department. Yes, 
one instance of such an appointment had caused 
much heartburn in the public domain as recently 
as two years ago, and that just goes to prove how 
sensitive the issue is. There are other issues facing 
Sikkim which demand more primacy, but this one 
packed in employment and local protection into one 
neat package, making it convenient grist for politi-
cal mills. Most times, local protection is only an idea, 
but government employment is a very real aspira-
tion and pursuit for many. Real, and even perceived, 
denial can lead to severe disaffection and disap-
pointment. As more colleges are opened in Sikkim 
producing more graduates from a wider spectrum 
of society, aspirations will commensurately increase 
too and if the hiring process does not become more 
transparent and reliable, disaffections will grow too.

Of course, when it comes to Sikkim, the matter 
does not end with just local protection, because 
even within this, quotas have to be accommodated 
to make every community feel special, and, well, 
protected. But, if the present generation in office 
has any serious plans to ensure that at least the 
next generation gets a fighting chance to rise above 
the mediocrity that the generation on the wane has 
bequeathed, Sikkim, instead of greater ‘protection’ 
should be demanding fairer selection processes.

Reservations and blanket protectionism achieve 
very little in the long run. Take government jobs for 
instance; they are reserved for local candidates, but 
even these opportunities have dried up now. The 
last State Civil Service exams had 25 vacancies in 
the Under Secretary level and a mere two for Dep-
uty Superintendents of Police. And this slim pick-
ing even though the exams were being held after a 
gap of eight years! And now it has been some more 
years since, and jobs in this grade are not showing 
any signs of opening any time soon. Government 
jobs, at least the ones opened to competition, are 
running low. Understandably then, the one reason 
why voices demanding stricter enforcement of local 
protection in jobs are getting more stringent nowa-
days is because employment opportunities with the 
government have become scarce. 

These demands however might not have been 
so urgent had the system equipped the young with 
the tools to secure appointments in the national and 
global job-markets, or even promoted entrepre-
neurship more effectively. The youth are not com-
petitive enough not because of some infected chip 
hotwired into their genetic code, but because they 
were not consistently pushed to become competi-
tive and respect merit. This might be urged of them 
in speeches and from formal platforms, but this is 
not what they see being practiced. When a genera-
tion is allowed to grow up thinking that it is some-
how deserving of sidestepping merit, it will remain 
obsessed with its portion of a quota. Their ambition 
atrophies and their worldview shrinks to a sliver 
of what they have potential for. Once that happens, 
they will have no respect for merit and eyes only for 
‘documents’ and certificates. 

A good place to begin a course correction will be 
to institutionalize selection on merit. Guaranteeing 
a fair selection process [in jobs], however, is easi-
er said than done in Sikkim. Politicians and bu-
reaucrats are known to place individual concerns 
ahead of common good. Favouritism is frequently 
deployed to subvert selection processes and the 
“system” does not evoke any confidence. But, it 
is possible to institutionalize a fair selection pro-
cess and enforce it. Many will rightly comment 
that this requires political will and this is easily 
arranged if there is a genuine demand from the 
voters that they want only the best to handle re-
sponsibilities which affect future generations. 
What Sikkim requires at this juncture is a demand 
for quality, not more reservations.

As mentioned, there is nothing inherently 
wrong with local protection, but to start with, at 
least within this structure, prioritize merit and 
while mediocrity need not be condemned, don’t 
celebrate it. Unfortunately, one sees the latter 
happen too often in Sikkim. 

Modi ushers in a new intolerant india 
and revokes multicultural democracy

China’s tobacco industry is building schools and no one is watching

ReeTA TRemBlAy
theconversation.com

The Hindu Nationalist government of Narendra 
Modi, with unexpected suddenness, has abolished 

the special constitutional status of the Muslim-major-
ity state of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K).

On Aug. 8, Prime Minister Modi, in a speech to 
the nation, described the new era that has dawned. 
He said with the abolition of special status, all cit-
izens of India were now equal. He said the citizens 
of Jammu and Kashmir could now see enhanced 
economic and social development, previously ham-
pered by its special status. A new era, he said — a 
“New India” — has been ushered in.

But this is an era of ethnic majoritarianism that 
erases differences, dissent and the rights of minori-
ties. Uniformity has become the defining feature of 
the Indian state, replacing the carefully constructed 
federal asymmetry and multicultural democracy.

Modi introduced his presidential order to In-
dian Parliament, where his Bhartiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has an overwhelming majority. The two res-
olutions passed.

The first revoked Article 370 and the second de-
moted the state by splitting it into two union terri-
tories: Jammu and Kashmir (with a legislature) and 
Ladakh (without a legislature). All this was done 
without any prior consultation, either with the elect-
ed representatives of the Indian Parliament or the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. More than 35,000 ad-
ditional central forces personnel were deployed in the 
Kashmir Valley. 

Hindu pilgrims, tourists and non-Kashmiri stu-
dents were asked to return home. All educational in-
stitutions have been closed. Some 300 local leaders 
and all major political figures (including former chief 
ministers Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti) have 
been either put under house arrest or held in govern-
ment jails. The valley remains under a drastic curfew 
and with no internet connectivity.

In correcting what it considers the mistakes of Indian 
post-partition history, Modi’s government has undermined 
India’s democracy. It has erased the innovative federal con-
stitutional design that had brought forward a reconciliation 
of differences and similarities in one nation.
BAcKGRoUND oF THe cURReNT KASHmIR cRISIS

The genesis of the special status goes back to 1947 
when, after Indian independence, the princely state of Jam-
mu and Kashmir was integrated into the Indian state. As a 
result of the tribal invasion from Pakistan, the maharaja of 
Kashmir signed a Treaty of Accession with India.

India stipulated that, once the state had been 

freed of tribal invaders, its people would decide their 
future political association.

This set in motion a whole train of events that 
have fuelled the seemingly unending turmoil in the 
Kashmir Valley, namely: the arrival of the Indian army 
in the state.

This led to the state’s partition into the India-ad-
ministered state of Jammu and Kashmir and Paki-
stan-administered Kashmir (called Azad Kashmir). In 
January 1948, India complained to the United Nations 
Security Council about Pakistani aggression and the 
following year, in January 1949, the UN Commission 
for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) passed a resolution as-
serting the disputed nature of the state and confirm-
ing the right of self-determination — which remains 
unfilled till this day.

The result of this complex history are the ir-
reconcilable positions taken by India (Kashmir as 
an integral part of India) and Pakistan (Kashmir 
as a disputed territory); and Articles 370 and 35A 
which legally establish the Indian-administered 
Jammu and Kashmir’s asymmetric constitutional 
relationship with India.

For the last seven decades, Articles 370 and 35A 
have determined Jammu and Kashmir’s unique polit-
ical relationship with the Indian state. It is the only 
state in India to have its own constitution. It kept its 
internal autonomy intact except for defence, commu-
nication and foreign affairs.

Its cultural identity was to be maintained by re-
stricting the right to property and employment to 
only Kashmiri permanent residents. Over the years, 
there has been an incremental abrogation of the spe-
cial status. But what had remained intact were the 
citizenship rights regarding property ownership and 
public employment.

For more than 20 years, the predominately Mus-
lim Kashmir Valley has been engulfed in a secessionist 
movement to demand azadi (freedom) from the Indi-
an state. Pakistan supports the movement, and home-
grown militancy has been steadily on the rise.

The essence of Kashmiri Muslims’ discontent can 
be captured under three headings: a perceived threat 
to their agency over the control of their territory (ap-
prehensions within certain quarters about the State’s 
accession to India); fear and anxiety of losing their 
religious identity; and disappointment with the gov-
ernance agenda.
mINoRITy RIGHTS HAVe SHRUNK

The Modi government, in ushering a new era of 
“one nation (read Hindu), one India,” has complete-
ly misunderstood the original intent of the special 
provisions for Jammu and Kashmir. Through Articles 

370 and 35A, the Indian state-recognized differences 
in the cultural and political identity of the Kashmiri 
population, while the similarities between Kashmir 
and the Indian state rested on democratic rights and 
principles.

No doubt this historical entente has seen ruptures 
over the last seven decades. Yet multicultural demo-
cratic India was to remain the national symbol. Sadly, 
recent government actions have replaced it with Hin-
du majoritarianism.

The space for minorities, particularly Muslims 
and the tribal population in northeast India, has 
shrunk. Outside Jammu and Kashmir, Article 371, 
which gives constitutional and legal status and 
powers to those tribal communities in acknowledg-
ment of their distinct culture and practices, also ap-
pears to be in jeopardy.

If the BJP can undo a complex set of legal and con-
stitutional mechanisms, the same can be done to the 
northeast’s special powers, but with greater ease.

The Kashmir Valley, although at present under 
complete lockdown, is quiet.

But its resistance is deep. It’s a place where past 
events and collective memory play significant roles, 
never quite effacing what came before.

The events of Aug. 5, 2019, will be added to the 
memory of Kashmir Muslims. It will join other dates:

- July 13 Martyrs Day (21 Kashmiris killed in 
1931 outside the Srinagar Central jail by the 
troops of the Dogra Maharaja);

- Oct. 27 Occupation Day (the signing of the 
Accession Treaty);

- Feb. 11, Feb. 19 and July 6 Martyrdom Anni-
versaries of all those who have openly chal-
lenged the India state;

- Feb. 11 in 1984, Maqbool Butt hanged; 
(founder of the Kashmir liberation move-
ment in 1964);

- Feb. 9, 2013 Afzal Guru hanged; (convicted of 
his role in the bombing of Indian Parliament 
in 2001);

- July 2016; Burhan Wani killing (22-year-old 
homegrown militant and commander of the 
Hizbul Mujahideen).

Kashmiri Muslims have, for more than seven de-
cades, been proactive in seeking to guard their special 
status and their collective identity. The consequences 
of all this cannot be anything but the increasing alien-
ation of the valley’s Muslims and their deepening dis-
trust of the Indian democracy, further reinforcing Hin-
du/Muslim fault lines and Kashmiri demand for azadi.

[the writer is Professor, Political 
Science, University of Victoria]

JeNNIFeR FANG
theconversation.com

Would you send your child to a 
school named after a cigarette 

brand? What if it was one of only two 
schools in your area and boasting 
far better infrastructure? What if the 
school also had an inspirational slogan 
such as “genius is from hard work, to-
bacco helps you excel” on a sign or its 
walls, and a tobacco company’s logo 
on its building? Would you care if the 
school was built by a tobacco company?

For me, as a person involved in to-
bacco control research, this is nothing 
less than a horror story. What is more 
terrifying, however, is that what I de-
scribe above is not conjecture, but re-
ality to many residents of rural China.

The shock and disbelief I expe-
rienced when I first found out about 
these so-called “tobacco schools” drove 
me to research this issue. I worked 
with some Chinese colleagues from the 
Peking Medical Union College to doc-
ument Chinese public perception of 
these schools for the very first time.

We visited a small village in Yunnan 
province and interviewed a govern-
ment official, school principals, teach-
ers, students and parents of three local 
schools, one of which was sponsored by 
a local tobacco company. In addition, 
we also interviewed tobacco control 
advocates in Beijing. 
WHY SCHooLS?

The Chinese tobacco industry is a 
powerful state-owned enterprise. The 
commercial arm called the China Na-
tional Tobacco Corporation (CNTC) is 
managed by the government arm, the 
State Tobacco Monopoly Administra-

tion. CNTC is the largest tobacco com-
pany in the world, producing 40 per 
cent of the global cigarette supply. The 
company has a monopoly in China to 
supply more than 300 million Chinese 
smokers, but is virtually unheard of 
outside of China. All facts combined, 
CNTC wields significant financial and 
political power.

As a state-owned enterprise, CNTC 
is expected to closely follow the govern-
ment’s policy leads, and to support particu-
lar priorities, such as reducing poverty.

The Chinese government’s Project 
Hope targets rural development and 
provides education through what it 
designates as Hope elementary schools. 
To actively support this government 
initiative through its corporate social 
responsibility projects, CNTC has built 
numerous schools. We find that what 
tobacco companies such as Hongta pro-
mote as corporate social responsibility 
acts as a form of indirect marketing.

It is difficult to predict exact num-
bers, but reports suggest there are 
more than 100 such tobacco-sponsored 
schools, named after tobacco compa-
nies or cigarette brands — such as Si-
chuan Tobacco Hope primary school or 
Yingkesong Hope primary school.

In particular, many such tobacco 
schools were built following the devas-
tating Sichuan earthquake in 2008. The 
tobacco industry does not stop here, 
however. The sponsoring company will 
often donate school supplies, equip-
ment, stock school libraries and even 
provide student bursaries and teacher 
bonuses in some instances.
cHARITy VS. PRoPAGANDA

We found public perception of lo-
cals in the Yunnan village to be over-

whelmingly in favour of tobacco cor-
porate social responsibility exercised 
through projects such as school spon-
sorships. An education bureau official 
denied that the tobacco sponsorships 
constituted tobacco marketing, stating 
that “this is a company giving back to 
the community.”

A school principal of one such to-
bacco Hope elementary school we visit-
ed stated that school sponsorship is “to 
show they are kind and care about the 
community … Contributing to a public 
cause is the best way to show kindness 
and repay locals.” The impact on stu-
dents was swiftly dismissed by anoth-
er principal, who said: “Sponsorship if 
purely financial, and not teaching stu-
dents about tobacco.”

Teachers employed by the school 
felt “gratitude to the tobacco compa-
ny for improvements to our learning 
and teaching environment,” and have 
repeatedly mentioned the benefactor 
to their students. Students as young 
as Grade 5 expressed a wish “to study 
hard to repay” the company, and many 
thought “the tobacco company is kind.”

Some parents, however, were less 
enthusiastic, having reservations about 
the school’s name change following to-
bacco sponsorship. One parent called it 
“propaganda in disguise.”

While the Chinese tobacco control 
community agrees such corporate so-
cial responsibility projects constitute 
tobacco promotion, some were more 
lenient, citing local Chinese context of 
the tobacco industry’s status and point-
ing out financial needs the local govern-
ment may not be ready to meet.

The situation is best summed up by 
a parent, who pointed out that “tobacco 

is bad, but money is money.”
GoING GloBAl

Tobacco schools are not unique to 
China, and the industry’s support for 
education is present in at least two oth-
er countries.

CNTC has been operating a subsid-
iary in Zimbabwe since 2005. Tian Ze 
Tobacco Co specializes in tobacco leaf 
procurement and built an elementary 
school in 2010 in the farming communi-
ty of Beatrice, and periodically donates 
school supplies and sports equipment. 
While referred to as Dunnolly Primary 
School in Zimbabwean media, Chinese 
sources call the school China Tobacco 
Ma Bo Hope Primary School, reportedly 
named after a former Tian Ze Tobacco 
employee, Ma Bo.

While CNTC’s Cambodian subsid-
iary Viniton Group has not built any 
schools, it is said to be an active sup-
porter of education. In 2013, in the 
name of friendship, Viniton Group 
donated school supplies, desks and 
chairs to Hun Sen Primary School. 
Viniton Group also supported another 
school in 2015, located near its new 
production plant.

CNTC has been increasingly active 
on the international market through 
implementing various strategies. The 
aim is to further expand global markets 
and establish more off-shore produc-
tion facilities.

As CNTC aggressively expands its 
international presence, will the world 
be ready for the increasingly global 
reach of what it frames as its corporate 
social responsibility?

[the writer is Research fellow, 
Faculty of Health Sciences, 

Simon Fraser University]
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Bengal cPI(m) on way to major overhaul, 
aged leaders to pave way for youth

PRADIPTA TAPADAR
Kolkata, Aug 12 (PTI): 
Over two months after 
its worst-ever poll per-
formance in Bengal, the 
CPI(M) is set for a major 
overhaul of its organ-
isation in the state 
by replacing the old 
guard with new blood 
at all levels to “send out 
a message”.

The CPI(M)-led Left 
Front, which ruled Ben-
gal for an uninterrupt-
ed three decades since 
1977, drew a blank in 
the 2019 election and 
lost deposits on 40 of 
the 42 Lok Sabha seats 
in the state.

Facing strong chal-
lenges from the ruling 
Trinamool Congress and 
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty, the latest entrant in 
Bengal politics, the Left 
party has organised two 
state committee meet-
ings since the election 
results in May showed its 
hold waning in the state.

At the meetings, the 
party concluded that 
organisational change 
should happen not only 
at the grassroots and mid 
levels but also at the top 
to “send out a message” 
to the electorate.

The Left party is also 
trying to reach out the 
the youth through social 
media tools.

“The party is going 
through an extraordinary 
situation and it calls for 
extraordinary measures. 
Earlier, TMC was the only 
threat. Now we are facing 
dual challenges from the 
TMC and the BJP,” CPI(M) 
politburo member Han-
nan Mollah told PTI.

“We need to bring in 
more youth at the lead-
ership level who can lead 

mass movements against 
communalism and revive 
the organisation,” Mollah 
said. According to CPI(M) 
sources, there is a specu-
lation that the 70-year-
old Surya Kanta Mishra, 
who has often expressed 
desire to step down as 
the party’s state secre-
tary, could be replaced 
with someone compara-
tively “more young and 
agile”.

“Suryada had ex-
pressed desire to pave 
way for young leaders. 
Nothing has been decid-
ed as of now. But by the 
time we have the next 
state conference, we can 
have a new state secre-
tary who is more young 
and agile,” said a senior 
CPI(M) leader, on the 
condition of anonymity.

By August 15, all dis-
trict committees have 
been asked to submit 
their proposal on revival 
of the party’s organisa-
tion. Those suggestions 
would be looked into 

and a final draft would 
be prepared, to be placed 
before the central com-
mittee for approval, he 
said. “We have lost our 
vote share to TMC and 
BJP but it does not mean 
it is a permanent phe-
nomenon. To reverse the 
tide, you need a strong 
and youth-driven or-
ganisation. The aver-
age age group of 70 per 
cent population of the 
country is around 40 
years but the age group 
of CPI(M) leaders and 
workers in Bengal is 
around 70 years. We 
need to change it,” the 
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) leader said.

The Left Front se-
cured only 6.8 per cent 
votes in 2019 general 
election, a drop of about 
17 per cent when com-
pared to the previous 
parliamentary polls.

“The age bracket of 
the leaders in the state 
committee needs to 
be brought down from 

60. The same would 
happen for district 
committees, where the 
age bracket would be 
brought down from 
50 and area commit-
tees, where it would be 
brought down from 40.

“By the time the next 
state conference takes 
place in 2021, the shift 
in the age gap would be 
complete,” he said.

Another CPI(M) lead-
er said it was also decid-
ed at the meetings that 
the party would look into 
the number of members 
in each committee and 
if needed, would cut the 
size down.

Though the party has 
assessed its performance 
since 2009 Lok Sabha 
polls, the reasons were 
not identified properly 
and steps to check ero-
sion in vote share were 
not implemented.

“The reasons behind 
this inability are mani-
fold. But one of the ma-
jor reasons is presence 

of inactive and aged 
leaders. So it has been 
decided that the average 
age group of all the com-
mittees will be brought 
down to infuse fresh 
blood,” said a senior state 
committee leader.

The CPI(M) has 
launched a digital initia-
tive “Bondhu Hoye Hath 
Barao” (extend your arm 
of friendship), which 
aims to attract the youth 
to volunteer in the party 
to counter the aggressive 
social media campaign of 
the BJP and the TMC in 
the state.

“The secular fabric of 
our state is under threat 
due to competitive com-
munalism practised by 
the TMC and the BJP, 
and social media is an 
important tool used by 
them. We want to use 
the same social media 
to counter those sinister 
designs and protect the 
communal harmony of 
the state,” the state com-
mitte leader said.

4 killed in lightning 
strike in WB

No exchange of sweets along 
Indo-Pak border on Eid

RIIN will strengthen implementation 
of IPL in Nagaland: CS

Seek answers 
on growing 

unemployment, 
Mamata tells youth

Tens of thousands flee homes in flood-
hit Myanmar as landslide toll hits 59

Two militants arrested in Manipur

New Delhi, Aug 12 (PTI): 
The customary exchange 
of sweets between the 
BSF and Pakistan Rang-
ers along the Interna-
tional Border did not 
take place on the occa-
sion of Eid on Monday as 
the neighbouring coun-
try refused to send its 
personnel, officials said.

There has been fresh 
strain in ties between In-
dia and Pakistan after the 
government scrapped 
special status to Jam-
mu and Kashmir, with 
Islamabad unilaterally 
downgrading diplomatic 
relations.

The officials said the 
Pakistani side refused to 
attend the ceremony af-
ter the Border Security 
Force (BSF) sent across 

official communication 
to exchange sweets and 
greetings along the IB 
running through Jammu 
and Kashmir, Punjab, Ra-
jasthan and Gujarat.

“The customary event 
did not take place at any 
location along the In-
dia-Pakistan border on 
the occasion of Eid al-Ad-
ha,” a senior official said.

The two forces that 
are deployed along the 
over 3,000 kms of this 
border exchange sweets 
on major festivals such as 
Eid, Holi, Diwali and their 
respective national days.

Indian High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Ajay 
Bisaria returned to India 
on Saturday, days after 
Islamabad expelled him 
following its decision to 

downgrade diplomatic 
ties. India has been main-
taining that its decision 
on Jammu and Kashmir 
was an internal affair 
aimed at ensuring overall 
welfare of the region.

Meanwhile, exchange 
of sweets between BSF 
personnel and their 
Bangladeshi counter-
parts, Border Guards 
Bangladesh (BGB), took 
place at designated lo-
cations along the 4,096-
km frontier shard by the 
two countries.

Senior command-
ers of the two forces 
exchanged best wishes 
and presented sweets to 
each other as part of the 
existing friendly proto-
col along the Bangladesh 
border, the official said.

Imphal, Aug 12 (PTI): 
Two active cadres of pro-
scribed militant outfit 
People’s Revolution-
ary Party of Kanglei-
pak (PREPAK) were 
arrested by security 
forces in Manipur’s 
Imphal East district, 

police said on Monday.
A combined team of 

Manipur police com-
mandoes and 5 JAK 
Rifles while conduct-
ing counter insurgency 
operation at Kongba 
Bazar area in Imphal 
East district on August 

9 arrested the two mil-
itants, a press release 
issued by PRO of Mani-
pur Police said.

A case has been regis-
tered at Irilbung police 
station for further in-
vestigation, the release 
added.

mawlamyine (myan-
mar), Aug 12 (AFP): Vast 
swathes of southeastern 
Myanmar lie under flood-
waters that have already 
forced tens of thousands 
to flee their homes as the 
death toll from a massive 
landslide hit 59, firefight-
ers said Monday.

Seasonal monsoon 
rains batter the country 
every year, but the recent 
deluge has submerged 
entire communities, 
with AFP drone footage 
showing only the tops of 
houses visible.

There are currently 
more than 80,000 peo-
ple sheltering at evac-
uation sites across the 
country, according to 
the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA).

In the town of Ye 
in Mon state, people 
scrambled to stay afloat 
as they tried to swim to 
safety through swirling, 
muddy waters.

Others fled to roof-
tops or to higher ground, 
calling out to rescue 
boats for help. AFP re-

porters saw workers 
desperately trying to 
repair roads damaged 
or washed away by the 
floods. Rescuers also 
found more victims three 
days after a deadly land-
slide flattened 27 homes 
in Mon’s Ye Pyar Kone 
village Friday morning.

“Another dead body 
was found at 16:27 
bringing the death toll to 
59,” the fire service post-
ed Monday afternoon on 
Facebook, adding that 
search operations were 
still ongoing.

Recovery teams have 
worked round-the-clock 
over the weekend, hin-
dered by continuing 
downpours and deep 

mud as the stench of de-
caying bodies worsened.

Vice President Hen-
ry Van Thio visited Mon 
and pledged more boats 
for flood relief efforts, 
the state-run Global 
New Light of Myanmar 
reported. Bago, Tanin-
tharyi, and Karen states 
and regions have also 
been badly hit, leaving 
emergency responders 
severely stretched.

Climate scientists in 
2015 ranked Myanmar 
at the top of a global list 
of nations hardest hit by 
extreme weather.

That year more than 
100 people died in floods 
that also displaced hun-
dreds of thousands.

Kohima, Aug 12 (PTI): 
Nagaland Chief Secretary 
Temjen Toy on Monday 
said the Register of In-
digenous Inhabitants 
of Nagaland (RIIN) 
will strengthen the im-
plementation of Inner 
Line Permit (ILP) in the 
state, especially in Di-
mapur district.

The state government 
found it necessary to 
conduct the exercise to 
identify the indigenous 
inhabitants of the state 
and therefore notified 
creation of RIIN, Toy told 
reporters here

Extension of ILP has 
also been the demand of 
several Naga tribal or-
ganisations and student 
bodies taking into con-
sideration the influx of il-
legal immigrants, he said.

The chief secretary 
said that it has been 
found that a robust IT 
enabled ILP system is 
required to be put in 
place to check such in-
flux which threatens the 
very existence of the in-
digenous inhabitants. Ex-
pressing that ILP should 
have been put into force 
in Dimapur after the 
1979 order declaring it 
as a tribal belt, Toy, how-
ever, said the present 
government accepting 
the submissions of the 
tribal bodies and civil 
societies has decided to 
extend ILP to Dimapur.

He said that creation 
of RIIN before implemen-

tation of ILP is a must. 
Toy said that following 
the demand of the Naga 
tribal bodies and civ-
il society organisations 
asking for formulation 
of proper modalities for 
RIIN, the government 
has constituted RIIN 
commission headed by 
Banuo Z Jamir.

He said that the RIIN 
is an ongoing process 
and it has not been put 
on hold, except for enu-
meration process, which 
will commence only after 
consensus is achieved on 
Banuo Z Jamir Commis-
sion recommendations, 
which will be submitted 
next month.

RIIN will be a one-
time exercise but there 
will be continuity in the 
entry as the family mem-
bers of those entered in 
this exercise will be add-
ed as and when needed, 
he said.

He also asserted that 
rights and properties in-
cluding land of non-Na-
ga inhabitants of Naga-
land before statehood, 
December 1, 1963 and 
those before declaration 
of then Dimapur sub-di-
vision under Kohima as 
a ‘tribal belt’ in 1979 will 
have to be protected.

He affirmed that 
RIIN will first identity 
the Naga indigenous 
inhabitants of the state 
and than other non-Na-
gas who have settled in 
Dimapur before 1979 

and those settled in oth-
er parts of the state be-
fore December 1, 1963, 
the year of Nagaland 
statehood.

The non-Nagas can-
not be taken as indig-
enous inhabitants but 
they will have to be con-
sidered as domicile or 
permanent residents of 
the state as they have 
been in the state for such 
long durations.

Differentiating all this 
people will help enforce 
Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
for different categories 
of people while the au-
thorities will be able to 
introduce IT-enabled ILP 
to have proper records 
and datas of ILP holders 
entry and exit into the 
state, Toy said.

The chief secretary 
said that the Banuo Z 
Jamir commission on 
RIIN will also recom-
mend the cut of dates, 
thereafter it will taken 
for deliberation with the 
general public.

RIIN will be imple-
mented only after all the 
stakeholders arrive at a 
consensus through prop-
er discussions, the chief 
secretary asserted.

Principal Secretary, 
Home, Abhijit Sinha, who 
was present during the 
interaction with report-
ers affirmed RIIN will not 
affect nor discriminate 
any genuine citizen. It 
will not harass those ap-
plying for ILP, Sinha said.

canning (WB), Aug 
12 (PTI): Four persons 
including a minor girl, 
were killed in lightning 
strike in South 24 Par-
ganas district of West 
Bengal on Monday, the 
police said.

A 52-year-old man 
and his son, 27, were 
killed in lightning strike 
at Shantigachhi in Gosa-
ba police station area.

Lightning strike 
also killed another 
27-year-old man who 
was working in a field 
at Parasmani locality of 
Gosaba area.

Police said a 12-year-
old girl died the same 
way at Dhablat under 
Sagar police station lim-
its while she was return-
ing home after playing 
with friends.

Kolkata, Aug 12 (PTI): 
A day after slamming the 
Centre for highest unem-
ployment rate in the coun-
try in 45 years, West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Monday urged 
the youngsters to raise 
questions on growing job-
lessness. Banerjee assured 
support to the youth on the 
occasion of the Internation-
al Youth Day.

“Today is International 
#YouthDay. In #Bangla, we 
celebrate Youth Day on Jan-
uary 12, Swami Vivekanan-
da’s birth anniversary. I 
appeal to the youth, the 
students & the new gen-
eration: be strong and ask 
for answers. There is no 
answer to unemployment 
problems,” she tweeted.

Referring to central 
government data that put 
West Bengal at the top of 
the states with highest GDP 
growth, Banerjee said un-

employment in the state 
has dipped by 45 per cent 
under her rule. “Our State 
#Bangla has brought down 
unemployment by 45%. 
The GDP growth of #Bang-
la is highest in the country. 
My support is always with 
the youth, students and the 
new generation. May you 
be inspired to reach new 
heights,” she said.

As per the data, West 
Bengal has registered a 
GDP growth rate of 12.58 
per cent in 2018-19 while 
unemployment rate was 
6.1 percent during the peri-
od. Banerjee had written on 
Facebook on Sunday,”Our 
achievement is in sharp 
contrast to the state of deep 
recession and complete pol-
icy paralysis perpetrated by 
Central Government lead-
ing to significant decline of 
overall growth rate of the 
country and highest unem-
ployment in 45 years”.
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Manchester united make it a nightmare 
start for Frank lampard’s chelsea

DANIel TAyloR
theGuardian

As opening games go, 
Manchester United 

will have to be happy with 
this one. They won, their 
new signings all seemed 
to have fun and Ole Gun-
nar Solskjær was noisi-
ly serenaded by all four 
sides of the ground. Sure, 
there was the imperti-
nence of José Mourinho, 
in his new role in the 
television studios, sug-
gesting that Manchester 
City’s B team would stand 
a better chance of winning 
the Premier League. Yet 
this was the fifth season 
in a row United have won 
their first game and the last 
time that happened in the 
top division was 1910 – the 
very year that Old Trafford 
opened for business.

Not that anyone 
should be getting too car-
ried away just yet or, in-
deed, thinking Mourinho 
might have been wrong. 
A 4-0 winning margin 
does not quite tell the 
full story, particularly 
when taking into ac-
count a first half in which 
Chelsea’s players often 
gave their opponents the 
run-around, hitting the 
woodwork twice as well 
as creating all sorts of 
danger.

Ultimately, though, 
it turned into a chasten-
ing experience for Frank 
Lampard, taking charge 
of his first match as Chel-
sea manager. Marcus 
Rashford, in particular, 
profited from Chelsea’s 
shortcomings in defence, 
opening the scoring with 
a first-half penalty and 
then racing away to put 

in the third goal little more 
than a minute after Antho-
ny Martial had doubled 
United’s lead. The indig-
nities for Lampard were 
stacking up and he had to 
endure the now familiar 
“sacked in the morning” 
chant after Daniel James 
confirmed United’s sec-
ond-half superiority late 
on with a debut goal, eight 
minutes after coming on 
as a substitute.

Yet the more per-
tinent song, perhaps, 
came a few minutes ear-
lier when the Stretford 
End made it clear what 
they thought of Graeme 
Souness, the long-term 
critic of Paul Pogba. Pog-
ba had just supplied the 
best pass of the match to 
dissect the entire Chel-
sea defence, resulting 

in Rashford sprinting 
through the middle to 
slip the ball past Kepa 
Arrizabalaga and make it 
3-0. Pogba also supplied 
the decisive pass for 
James to score with a de-
flected shot and, on this 
evidence, maybe even 
Souness might be forced 
to concede that the 
French World Cup win-
ner can bring more good 
than bad to this club.

Pogba was the last 
player to leave the pitch, 
staying back to applaud 
the section of the Stret-
ford End that has not al-
ways ushered him down 
the tunnel so warmly. It 
felt strategic as if he want-
ed to repair some of the 
damage from having said 
he wanted to find another 
club. The second half was 

a strange capitulation on 
Chelsea’s part because 
the paradox of this game 
is that for long spells they 
passed the ball with more 
clarity. They certainly had 
the better of the opening 
45 minutes but still found 
themselves behind due to 
Kurt Zouma’s mistimed 
challenge bringing down 
Rashford just inside the 
penalty area. It was a 
straightforward decision 
for the VAR officials and, 
though Kepa dived the 
right way, Rashford’s pen-
alty was a mirror image 
of the one he scored so 
memorably against Paris 
St-Germain last season – 
struck powerfully, to the 
goalkeeper’s right, and 
still rising as it hit the net.

Until that point Lam-
pard must have been en-

couraged by the adven-
turous approach of his 
team. Tammy Abraham, 
spearheading their new-
look attack, had flashed 
a 20-yard shot against 
David de Gea’s right-
hand post. Mason Mount, 
operating in the number 
10 role (albeit wearing 
number 19) looked de-
termined to show he 
could flourish at this 
level,having spent last 
season on loan to Derby 
County in the Champion-
ship. Pedro had one of his 
better games and Ross 
Barkley was quick to 
support Abraham when 
the team broke forward.

United, in compari-
son, needed the opening 
goal to bring them alive 
and even then Chelsea 
had enough chances to 

feel aggrieved to be be-
hind at half-time. Em-
erson, in particular, was 
unfortunate with a ris-
ing left-footed shot that 
beat De Gea but flashed 
off the crossbar. Aaron 
Wan-Bissaka’s saving 
tackle on Barkley drew 
an almighty cheer from 
the home crowd and 
Harry Maguire, anoth-
er debutant in United’s 
back four, certainly won 
his fair share of headers 
on a day when Solsk-
jær did not even include 
Chris Smalling, Phil Jones 
or Marcus Rojo among 
the home team’s substi-
tutes. Overall, however, 
the opening hour was 
not easy whatsoever for 
United’s new defence 
and they rode their luck 
at times. Chelsea were 

just too naive, perhaps, to 
make it count – too open, 
too wasteful in attack, 
too obliging with their 
marking.

There is also a great 
statistic from the Pre-
mier League era that 
shows United have never 
lost any of the 280 games 
when they have had a 
half-time lead on their 
own ground (winning 
264 and drawing the oth-
er 16). More and more it 
is also becoming evident 
how Solskjær intends 
to line up his attacking 
players this season. Here, 
he started with Andreas 
Pereira just behind Mar-
tial, in the most advanced 
position. However, there 
were times when Jes-
se Lingard, who began 
on the right, exchanged 
positions with Perei-
ra whereas Martial and 
Rashford did the same on 
the left. Martial has tak-
en on Romelu Lukaku’s 
number nine shirt and he 
certainly finished like a 
number nine when Perei-
ra swung over the cross 
for United’s second goal.

Pereira had justified 
his selection. Scott Mc-
Tominay did, too. Magu-
ire and Wan-Bissaka can 
reflect on a satisfactory 
start (Maguire-watchers 
will also have noted the 
move for the fourth goal 
began with him dispos-
sessing Abraham on the 
edge of his own penalty 
area). James looked eu-
phoric and Old Trafford, 
by the end, felt like a con-
tented place. They even 
sang Mourinho’s name, 
eliciting a wave from 
their former manager.

Boy meets Mo Salah 
after lamppost collision 
while chasing his hero

Amy WAlKeR
theGuardian

An 11-year-old Liv-
erpool fan met Mo 

Salah after he knocked 
himself out running into 
a lamp-post as he tried 
to keep up with the foot-
baller’s car. Louis Fowl-
er and his 10-year-old 
brother Isaac had been 
waiting outside the club’s 
Melwood training ground 
in the hope of seeing one 
of their idols when they 
spotted Salah’s Bentley 
pulling out on Saturday 
afternoon.

As he ran after the 
car to try to get the Egypt 
striker to wave back at 
him, Louis collided with 
a lamp-post and landed 
unconscious on the floor 
with a broken nose.

Neighbours reported-
ly brought the two boys 
back to the street where 
they live, just opposite 
the training ground, and 
their stepfather called 
for an ambulance.

Meanwhile, Salah, 
who saw the accident, 
turned his car around 
and returned to check 
on Louis. He hugged 
the brothers and posed 
for pictures with them 
as dazzled neighbours 
looked on.

Their stepfather, Joe 
Cooper, posted the pic-
tures on social media and 
thanked Salah.

He said: “Thank you 
for coming back to check 
on my boys after Louis 
KO’d himself trying to get 
a wave! “He loves you so 
much and the pain went 

away instantly when you 
came to give them a hug. 
A nose reset worth well 
worth it he said. You are a 
top man and a true gent!”

Louis was taken by 
ambulance to Alder 
Hey children’s hospital, 
where his nose was reset.

Speaking to the Liv-
erpool Echo, Cooper 
said: “We live just op-
posite Melwood and 
the two boys have been 
spending their holidays 
trying to get pictures of 
their heroes.

“Mo Salah was one 
of the last ones to come 
out and the boys were 
waving at him in a bid to 
catch his attention.

“Unfortunately Lou-
is went straight into a 
lamp-post while run-
ning after the car and 
busted his nose when he 
hit the floor.

“He’d seen one of the 
boys had hurt himself 
and he had the decen-
cy to drive back into the 
close to check that he 
was OK.”

Cooper said: “It 
was a touch of class on 
Mo Salah’s part to turn 
round and actively come 
looking for the boys.

“He was really apolo-
getic and saying sorry for 
something that wasn’t 
his fault,” he added. “Mo 
Salah is their hero and 
the boys were made up.”

Salah was one of the 
scorers during Liver-
pool’s 4-1 win against 
Norwich in the first game 
of the Premier League 
season on Friday.

I’m in good headspace, want to enjoy little moments: Kohli
Port-of-Spain, Aug 12 
(PTI): Virat Kohli doesn’t 
want captaincy to come 
in the way of enjoying 
his cricket and the India 
skipper says that’s the 
reason why he can be of-
ten seen shaking a leg on 
field of play to any sound 
of music in the vicinity.

Kohli was recently 
seen dancing to Caribbe-
an tunes, along with Chris 
Gayle and a groundsman, 
during the rain break in 
the first ODI against the 
West Indies.

“I am in a good head-
space so whenever I hear 
music, I feel like dancing,” 
Kohli told Yuzvendra 
Chahal after the second 
ODI in a video posted by 
‘BCCI.tv’.

“I just want to en-
joy myself on the field. 
Doesn’t matter if I am 
the captain or not, I don’t 
want to get into a typ-

ical mould that I have 
to stand in a particular 
manner. “God has given 
us such a wonderful life 
and opportunity to play 
for the country, so I think 
it is important to enjoy 
these small moments.”

Kohli scored a 125-
ball 120 to set up India’s 
59-run win over West 
Indies in the second ODI 

and the India skipper 
said he was tired midway 
due to the challenging 
conditions at Queen’s 
Park Oval.

“It was challenging 
today as it rained in day 
time, so it was hot and 
humid. Honestly, I was 
tired when I reached the 
score of 65, but the sit-
uation demanded me to 

work hard for the team,” 
Kohli said. “It was im-
portant for me to stay at 
the crease. As a team, we 
try that one of our top 
three batsmen goes on to 
play a big knock. Shikhar 
and Rohit have done that 
for us in the past, but to-
day they couldn’t score 
so it was important one 
should go on to score a 

big innings.” After scoring 
a superb ton, the India 
skipper also pulled off a 
one-handed catch to dis-
miss opener Evin Lewis.

“I have this mindset 
that I always want to 
work hard for my team, 
if there is an important 
catch or run out, I want 
to do it all,” he said.

“So I think all players 
need to have that disci-
pline that you can give 
your 100 percent on the 
field, or else, you can’t do 
justice to your team. I do 
everything possible so 
that I can contribute to 
the team in everything.

“I have changed my 
lifestyle, training and 
diet in such a way that 
I am able to contribute 
in any way possible for 
the team even in tough 
weather conditions. It all 
helps on such days when 
the conditions are tough.”

Murray ready as he’ll ever be for Cincy singles return
cincinnati, Aug 12 (AFP): Andy 
Murray on Sunday pronounced 
himself ready to go as he pre-
pared to resume his singles 
career with a first-round test 
at the ATP Cincinnati Masters.

“I’m feeling good, I’ve had 
three of four good practice 
sessions,” said Murray, a three-
time Grand Slam champion 
who has tumbled to 325th in 
the world. “I have zero pain.

“I’m not expecting to move 
as well as I used to. There is 
still some improvement to be 
made, though it will take time.

“I started training singles a 
few weeks ago, it’s the best to 
train with players at the high-
est level who hit the ball big.”

The 32-year-old, who 
has undergone two major 
hip procedures, will face off 

against Frenchman Rich-
ard Gasquet in the opening 
round with the winner to face 
fourth seed Dominic Thiem.

Murray last played singles 
in the Australian Open first 
round, losing in pain over 
five sets to Roberto Bautis-
ta Agut eight months ago.

In a tearful post-match 

analysis, Murray confessed 
that his career might be over.

That was far from the case, 
with a hip resurfacing a few 
weeks later giving him fresh 
hope. Murray began playing 
doubles at Queen’s Club in 
June, winning that grass court 
title with Feliciano Lopez.

Murray, Cincinnati singles 

champion in 2008 and 2011, 
credits doubles king Bob Bry-
an with inspiring him to make 
a return after hip surgery.

The American under-
went the same resurfacing 
procedure as Murray in 
mid-2018 and made a solid 
return to competition. “I 
was speaking to him may-
be three times a week from 
when he had his operation 
and even before,” Murray 
said of his communication 
with the recovering Bryan.

“I listened to how he felt 
and what he had done -- he 
was my inspiration, a huge 
help in my own comeback.”

Murray said that as he 
increases his singles work-
load, everything seems to 
be falling into place.  

Show more 
grit and 
stomach to 
fight: WI 
coach to 
batsmen
Port-of-Spain, Aug 
12 (PTI): West Indies 
coach Floyd Reifer said 
the middle-order bats-
men need to show more 
grit and fighting spirit 
in order to win matches 
after they suffered a 
59-run loss against In-
dia in the second ODI.

Lack of partnerships 
once again put paid to 
West Indies’ hopes as 
they handed a 0-1 lead 
to India in the three-
match ODI series.

India skipper Virat 
Kohli (120) and Shreyas 
Iyer (71) put up a 125-
run stand to power 
India to a competitive 
279 for 7 in 50 overs.

In reply, West Indies 
were on course at 148 
for four before they lost 
their last six wickets for 
62 runs to be bundled 
out for 210 in 42 overs.

“We got to continue 
to learn from this ex-
perience. Guys in the 
middle order, we got to 
show more fight, a bit 
more grit. More deter-
mination to build those 
longer partnership,” 
Reifer said at the post 
match conference.

Opener Evin Lew-
is (65) and Nicholas 
Pooran (42) had kept 
West Indies in the 
hunt but the loss of 
wickets at regular in-
terval turned the match 
in India’s favour.

“Again we were in 
front today and then we 
found a way to give away 
our wickets, so it’s just 
a matter of us now to 
learn from our mistakes, 
continue to learn from 
our mistakes and try to 
dig deeper,” he said.

The 47-year-old, 
however, lauded the 
efforts of his bowl-
ers who restricted 
India to 279 for 7.

“I thought the bowl-
ers bowled very well 
to restrict India to 279, 
I thought it was a very 
good effort from the 
bowlers. Great bowl-
ing line and length, 
variation of pace. Car-
los Brathwaite really 
bowled well, Chase had 
a good spell, all the 
other bowlers, Cottrell 
again, a champion.”

Asked about the final 
ODI, which is scheduled 
to take place here on 
Wednesday, Reifer said 
the team, which is in 
the rebuilding process, 
can still pull off a win.

“It’s not an uphill 
task (to win), like I said 
in the past interviews, 
we are rebuilding, we 
are building our side 
again. “And when you 
are building a side, you 
get speed bumps along 
the way. It’s how you 
bounce back from them. 
Our meeting will be 
how we assess today 
and things we need 
to do better going the 
next game,” he added.

Reifer also congrat-
ulated Chris Gayle for 
becoming the highest 
run-scorer for West 
Indies surpassing bat-
ting legend Brain Lara 
during his 300th ODI.

“300 game for a West 
Indian, obviously he is 
the first to have done it. 
It is a great achievement 
I feel honoured to be 
here working with him. 
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Autopsy of epstein performed, 
but details yet to be released

New york, Aug 12 (AP): 
The details of how Jeffrey 
Epstein died in his Man-
hattan jail cell over the 
weekend have yet to be 
released, but medical of-
ficials have performed an 
autopsy on the high-pro-
file inmate accused of 
sexually abusing un-
derage girls and paying 
them hundreds of dollars 
in cash for massages.

Epstein’s abrupt 
death Saturday cut short 
a criminal prosecution 
that could have pulled 
back the curtain on 
the inner workings of 
a high-flying financier 
with connections to ce-
lebrities and presidents, 
though prosecutors 
have vowed to continue 
investigating.

Epstein, 66, had been 
denied bail and faced up 
to 45 years behind bars 
on federal sex trafficking 
and conspiracy charges 
unsealed last month. He 
had pleaded not guilty 
and was awaiting trial.

The manner in which 
he died remains a mys-
tery , but guards on Ep-
stein’s unit were working 
extreme overtime shifts 
to make up for staffing 
shortages the morning 
of his apparent suicide, a 
person familiar with the 
jail’s operations told The 
Associated Press.

The person said that 
the Metropolitan Cor-

rectional Center’s Spe-
cial Housing Unit was 
staffed with one guard 
working a fifth-straight 
day of overtime and an-
other who was working 
mandatory overtime. 
The person wasn’t autho-
rized to discuss jail oper-
ations publicly and spoke 
Sunday on the condition 
of anonymity.

Epstein had been 
placed on suicide watch 
after he was found a little 
over two weeks ago with 
bruising on his neck, ac-
cording to the person fa-
miliar with the matter. 

But he was taken off 

the watch at the end of 
July and therefore wasn’t 
on it at the time of his 
death, the person said.

Epstein’s removal 
from suicide watch would 
have been approved by 
both the warden of the 
jail and the facility’s chief 
psychologist, said Jack 
Donson, a former prison 
official who worked for 
the Bureau of Prisons for 
more than two decades.

Last week, more 
than 2,000 pages of doc-
uments were released, 
related to a since-settled 
lawsuit against Epstein’s 
ex-girlfriend by Virginia 

Giuffre, one of Epstein’s 
accusers. The records 
contain graphic allega-
tions against Epstein , 
as well as the transcript 
of a 2016 deposition of 
Epstein in which he re-
peatedly refused to an-
swer questions to avoid 
incriminating himself.

Epstein’s July 6 arrest 
drew national attention, 
particularly focusing on 
a deal that allowed him 
to plead guilty in 2008 
to soliciting a minor for 
prostitution in Florida 
and avoid more serious 
federal charges.

His lawyers main-

tained that the new 
charges in New York 
were covered by the 
2008 plea deal and that 
Epstein hadn’t had any 
illicit contact with un-
derage girls since serv-
ing his 13-month sen-
tence in Florida.

The federal investiga-
tion into the allegations 
remains ongoing, US At-
torney Geoffrey Berman 
said. He noted in a state-
ment Saturday that the 
indictment against Ep-
stein includes a conspir-
acy charge, suggesting 
others could face charges 
in the case.

Guatemalans await results 
of presidential polls 

marred by low turnout

Hong Kong’’s airport shut 
down after thousands protests

India, China ties should 
be a factor of stability in 

uncertain world: Jaishankar
By K J m VARmA
Beijing, Aug 12 (PTI): 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar, who is on a 
crucial three-day visit to 
China, on Monday said In-
dia-China relations should 
be a factor of stability at 
a time when the world is 
facing an uncertain sit-
uation.  Jaishankar, who 
arrived here on Sunday, 
called on Chinese Vice 
President Wang Qishan 
at the Zhongnanhai, the 
picturesque imperial resi-
dential complex where top 
Chinese leaders reside.

He later had a re-
stricted meeting with 
Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi followed by a delega-
tion-level meeting.

In his opening re-
marks during the meet-
ing with Vice President 
Wang, considered a con-
fidant of President Xi 
Jinping, Jaishankar said, 
We reached a consensus 
in Astana two years ago 
that at a time when the 
world is more uncertain, 
our relationship should 
be a factor of stability .

And I am very 
pleased today to come in 
the aftermath of the Wu-
han summit where the 
consensus between our 
leaders on global and re-
gional issues has expand-
ed,” he said, referring 
to the summit meeting 
between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi.

Last year’s Wuhan 
Summit between Modi 
and Xi was the first infor-
mal summit between the 
two leaders which had 
normalised the relations 
between the two countries 
after the 73-day military 
stand-off over Doklam.

During his three-day 
visit, Jaishankar will hold 
talks with the Chinese 
leadership on a host of 
issues including finalisa-
tion of arrangements for 
President Xi’s visit to India 
later this year for the second 
informal summit with Prime 
Minister Modi.  The visit of 
Jaishankar, the first Indian 
minister to tour China after the 
Modi government began its 
second term, is taking place 
in the aftermath of India’s 
decision to revoke special 
status to Jammu and Kash-
mir and its division into two 
Union Territories -Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh.

His visit was final-
ised much before India’s 
move to revoke Article 
370 of the Constitution 
that gave special status 
to Jammu and Kashmir. 
Jaishankar, who was the 
first career diplomat to 

become the External Af-
fairs Minister, served as 
India’s Ambassador to 
China from 2009 to 2013, 
the longest tenure by an 
Indian envoy.

“It is a great pleasure 
to be back in China, and I 
recall my previous years 
with warmth. I am so 
glad that early in my ten-
ure I had the opportunity 
to pay a visit and prepare 
for the informal summit 
between our two leaders 
that we hope to see soon, 
and also to co-chair the 
high-level Cultural and 
People-to-People Ex-
changes mechanism with 
Foreign Minster Wang 
Yi,” Jaishankar said. Wel-
coming Jaishankar, Vice 
President Wang said, I 
also know that you are 
the longest serving Indi-
an Ambassador to China 
and you made important 
contribution to the re-
lations of our two coun-
trie.” He expressed hope 
the visit would boost the 
bilateral relations.

Later, Jaishankar and 
Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi co-chaired the second 
meeting of the High-Level 
Mechanism on Cultural and 
People-to-People Exchang-
es. The first was held in 
Delhi last year. Four Memo-
randum of Understandings 
(MOUs) were expected to 
be signed during Jaishan-
kar’s visit.

Modi and Xi set the 
bilateral relations back 
on track with their 
first-ever informal sum-
mit last year at Wuhan 
after a 73-day standoff at 
Doklam between the two 
militaries in 2017.

The longstanding is-
sue of India’s concerns 
over trade deficit, which 
last year climbed to over 
USD 57 billion in the 
USD 95.5 billion bilateral 
trade, is expected to fig-
ure in Jaishankar’s talks 
with Chinese leadership.

Official expectations 
are that the bilateral 
trade for the first time 
would cross USD 100 
billion this year. Chi-
nese officials have been 
holding talks with their 

counterparts to enhance 
India’s exports specially 
the pharmaceuticals and 
IT besides agricultural 
products. India is also 
seeking major Chinese 
investments in Modi’s 
‘Make in India’ campaign.

Jaishankar’s visit 
comes days after Paki-
stan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
travelled to Beijing on 
August 9 to seek China’s 
support for his country’s 
attempts to take India’s 
move to revoke special 
status to Kashmir to the 
UN Security Council.

India has maintained 
that Jammu and Kashmir 
is its integral part and the 
issue is strictly internal 
to the country.

After India’s move, 
China issued two sepa-
rate statements outlining 
its position on Ladakh 
and, Jammu and Kashmir.

In one statement, Chi-
na objected to the forma-
tion of Ladakh as Union 
Territory by India, saying 
it undermined its terri-
torial sovereignty. It also 
expressed “serious con-
cern” about the current 
situation in the region 
and said “relevant sides 
need to exercise restraint 
and act prudently”.

In New Delhi, Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar had said, “India 
does not comment on the 
internal affairs of other 
countries and similarly 
expects other countries 
to do likewise.”  On Chi-
na’s comment on Ladakh, 
Kumar said India and Chi-
na have agreed to a fair, 
reasonable and mutually 
acceptable settlement of 
the boundary question on 
the basis of the ‘Political 
Parameters and Guiding 
Principles’ for the set-
tlement of India-China 
boundary question.

Pending such a set-
tlement, both sides have 
agreed to maintain peace 
and tranquility in the 
border areas on the ba-
sis of the relevant agree-
ments, Kumar had said in 
New Delhi.

Hong Kong, Aug 12 (AFP): All flights 
in and out of Hong Kong were cancelled 
on Monday after thousands of pro-de-
mocracy protesters flooded the city’s 
airport to denounce police violence.

The abrupt shutdown at one of the 
world’s busiest hubs came as the Chi-
nese government signalled its rising 
anger at the protesters, denouncing 
some of the violent demonstrations 
as “terrorism”.

The developments marked yet an-
other dramatic escalation in a 10-week 
crisis that had already become the big-
gest challenge to Chinese rule of Hong 
Kong since the 1997 British handover.

A crowd of protesters that author-
ities said numbered more than 5,000 
descended on Hong Kong airport on 
Monday carrying placards and chant-
ing slogans denouncing police violence 
at previous rallies.

Although other rallies had been 
held over the previous three days, the 
airport authority said Monday’s one 
had caused significant chaos.

“Airport operations at Hong Kong 
International Airport have been seri-
ously disrupted as a result of the public 
assembly at the airport today,” it said in 
a statement. “Other than the departure 
flights that have completed the check-
in process and the arrival flights that 
are already heading to Hong Kong, all 
other flights have been cancelled for 
the rest of today.” 

It warned that traffic to the airport 
was “very congested” and the facility’s 
car parks were completely full. “Mem-
bers of the public are advised not to 
come to the airport.” At the airport, pro-
testers held signs reading “Hong Kong 
is not safe” and “Shame on police”.

They were responding to allega-
tions that police were using increasing-

ly violent tactics to suppress protests. 
Over the weekend police fired tear 
gas into subway stations. Protesters 
were also enraged at police apparently 
dressing in the black T-shirts worn by 
the pro-democracy movement to infil-
trate the rallies and make surprise and 
violent arrests. Protesters responded 
on the weekend by hurling bricks and 
spraying riot police with fire extin-
guishers and water hoses.

A government official said 45 peo-
ple were injured in the clashes, includ-
ing two who were in serious condition.

Among them was a woman who 
suffered a serious face injury, reported-
ly after being hit by a bean bag round, 
with rumours circulating that she had 
lost her vision in the incident.

Images of her lying on the ground 
with blood pouring from her face quick-
ly went viral and featured on posters 
calling for new demonstrations.

It was the 10th consecutive week-
end that protesters have taken to the 
streets in a movement that began over 
opposition to a bill allowing extradition 
to mainland China. The protests have 
morphed into a broader bid to reverse 
a slide of democratic freedoms in the 
southern Chinese city.

In Beijing, authorities slammed vi-
olent protesters who had thrown pet-
rol bombs at police officers and linked 
them to “terrorism”. “Hong Kong’s radi-
cal demonstrators have repeatedly used 
extremely dangerous tools to attack po-
lice officers, which already constitutes 
a serious violent crime, and also shows 
the first signs of terrorism emerging,” 
said Yang Guang, spokesman for the 
Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of 
the State Council.

“This wantonly tramples on Hong 
Kong’s rule of law and social order.”

Guatemala city, Aug 
12 (AFP): Guatemalans 
awaited the results on 
Sunday of an election to 
choose the central Amer-
ican country’s next pres-
ident, who will be under 
immense pressure from 
the United States to im-
plement a controversial 
migration pact.

Polling stations 
closed at 6 pm following 
11 hours of voting in a 
run-off election marred 
by low turnout.

The two candidates -- 
former first lady Sandra 
Torres and conservative 
Alejandro Giammattei 
-- have avoided commit-
ting to strong positions 
over the US pact, which 
would allow Washington 
to send most Honduran 
and Salvadoran asylum 
seekers who passed 
through Guatemala back 
to the poor, crime-strick-
en country.

As they cast their 
ballots earlier on Sun-
day, Torres and opinion 
poll frontrunner Giam-
mattei urged voters to 
turn out and reiterated 
their pledges to fight un-
employment, improve 
health care and educa-

tion, and rid the coun-
try of corruption and 
violence.

The winner will take 
office in January to re-
place corruption-taint-
ed Jimmy Morales, who 
leaves with his popular-
ity at rock bottom. “All 
we want is for the next 
president to end crime 
so that you can go out in 
public without fear,” el-
evator technician Edgar 
Chiquito, 43, told AFP in 
the western indigenous 
town of Sumpango.

“We want an end to 
violence,” added farmer 
Marta Subuyuj, also 43.

Electoral court pres-
ident Julio Solorzano 
urged citizens to avoid 
unrest if the vote doesn’t 
go their way, saying 
that preliminary results 
would be published in 
real time on the court’s 
official website to pro-
vide transparency.

Corruption was the 
main issue leading up to 
the first round of elec-
tions in June -- which 
Torres topped -- but that 
has been superseded by 
the political scandal over 
the migration deal with 
the United States.
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Kim K! The mogul, Kim Kardashian leaves La Plata 
Taqueria & Cantina in Agoura Hills, California after 
having dinner with friends.
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Aries: Weekly reminder, Aries: what you 
resist, persists. The Universe is providing you 
with yet another opportunity to delve deep-
er. To have a tete-a-tete with your fears and 
release then with love. What’s that one thing 
you’ve been shying away from admitting to 
your and others? Let authenticity be your 
magic word. Nothing will liberate you like 
allowing your true self to be seen and heard.
Tip: Let truth, honesty, and integrity be your 
magic words.
TAurus: You never thought you’d make it 
to the other side, yet you did. The cards are re-
minding you of your resilience. Your ability to 
challenge your circumstances and win against 
all odds. You’re this close to the finish line, 
Taurus. Let no demons, within or without, 
keep you from moving forward. Remember, 
everything in life is but a learning lesson.
Tip: You have what it takes to triumph over 
your circumstances.
Gemini: In a world that constantly glori-
fies the busy, understand the importance of 
rest and rejuvenation. Gemini, you’ve gone to 
hell and back in the past few days. Your body 
deserves some downtime. What you want to 

remember as you lay low: it’s okay to miss a 
deadline once in awhile. It’s okay to prioritise 
mental health. It’s okay to simply ‘be’. The 
simple act of pouring into your cup will better 
equip to deal with the trials and tribulations of 
the outside world.
Tip: Dolce far niente also known as the joy of 
doing nothing at all!
CAnCer: Instagram has you fooled. No-
body has everything together all the time. Re-
lease the unrealistic expectations and embrace 
the beautiful mess that you are. Let ‘surren-
der’ be your magic word when circumstances 
you are faced with are beyond your control. 
Know that the challenges you are facing right 
now a but a minor inconvenience in the grand 
scheme of things. 
Tip: Surrender.
Leo: Did you know that each word we utter 
is but a spell and the word abracadabra literal-
ly translates to ‘I create as I speak’? What the 
Universe is reminding you today: you *are* 
the Creative Director of your life. You have 
the power to rewrite the script despite the 
cards you have been dealt with. In the realm 
of your career, let your most ambitious self 

come to the fore. This chapter requires great 
daring, but that is something you have never 
shied away from.
Tip: Let courage be your power word.
VirGo: Hello, reboot period! The secret to 
becoming the most indomitable version of 
yourself is by examining what has and hasn’t 
worked for you in the past. This will help 
you understand both your strengths and your 
weaknesses. Reflecting on your past experi-
ences is also a good way to come foolproof 
plan of action. Just be sure to strike when the 
iron is hot. This chapter of your life requires a 
greater degree of initiative.
Tip: Act when the time is right.
LibrA: What a wonderful feeling it is to 
be in the right place at the right time! Your 
work is bringing you success, recognition and 
power—not to mention, the kind of financial 
stability that was once a distant dream. The 
secret to making headlines? Marrying your 
inner artist with your entrepreneur within. In 
order to innovate, give yourself a few hours 
everyday to incubate your brilliant ideas.
Tip: Marry your inner artist with the entrepre-
neur within.

sCorpio: You start the week on a creative-
ly inspired note. There’s so much you want to 
experiment with - and you’re all set to push 
the envelope. But don’t get into the my-idea-
is-better-than-yours zone! Respect others like 
you would yourself. Keeping an open mind 
could actually help you learn something new 
along the way. Your power word: co-creation.
Tip: Give others a chance to be seen and heard.
sAGiTTArius: Sometimes, you just have 
to pour yourself a glass of Prosecco, take a deep 
breath, and embrace the beautiful mess that is 
your life. So what if your outer reality is any-
thing but perfect? Your inner world can be. An 
Abraham Hicks quote to inspire you, “nothing 
will come into your experience unless you invite 
it through your thought—with emotions.”
Let this be the secret to making your way to 
happy, one step at a time.
Tip: Your inner being is at peace.
CApriCorn: “The mystery of human exis-
tence lies not in just staying alive, but in finding 
something to live for.” A Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
quote to awaken you, dear Capricorn. What ig-
nites *your* inner fire? What gives you a sense 
of joy and fulfilment? Stop clocking in hours be-

cause it’s something you’ve been told to do and 
find something you are truly passionate about. 
Realignment is your magic word.
Tip: Realign with your sacred purpose.
AquArius: You don’t have to have every-
thing together at all times. Let go of your un-
realistic expectations. Embrace the beautiful 
mess that you are. The process of journeying 
back to yourself requires you to ‘feel’ all that 
you have suppressed. Don’t worry too much 
about the breakdown you may have in the pro-
cess Trust that it’s all a part of the cleanse and 
purge you are going through.
Tip: The process of journeying back to yourself requires 
you to ‘feel’ all that you have suppressed.
pisCes: So what if they call you the bad 
cop? You’re just doing what you were hired to 
do and sometimes that involves delivering a 
bitter pill or two. What is the intention behind 
your action? If it is coming from an inherent-
ly good space, you have nothing to apologise 
for, Pisces. Remember, the sword of justice 
has been entrusted upon you for a reason. 
You owe it to yourself and the organisation to 
make impartial decisions.
Tip: Speak your truth. 

Aspiration to do something different worked 
in my favour: Ayushmann on Nat Award win

‘Change is inevitable’: Miley 
addresses split from Liam

Ishaan Khatter joins Tabu in 
Mira Nair’s ‘A Suitable Boy’

John Amos joins 
‘Coming To 

America’ sequel

By SHUBHA DUBey
mumbai, Aug 12 (PTI): Ayushmann 
Khurrana is happy that his aspiration 
to work with credible directors on sto-
ries that don’t have a “reference point” 
in Hindi cinema helped him win his first 
National Film Award for best actor.

Sriram Raghvan’s Andhadhun and 
Amit Sharma-directed Bad-
haai Ho , featuring Ayush-
mann in the lead, were two of 
the biggest hits of 2018 mak-
ing the actor one of the most 
bankable and consistent per-
formers from the current lot 
of Bollywood.

“Badhaai Ho won the 
best popular film providing 
wholesome entertainment 
award alongside Ayush-
mann’s best actor honour 
for “Andhadhun”. He shared 
the best actor award with 
Vicky Kaushal, who was rec-
ognised for his role in “Uri: 
The Surgical Strike”.

“Aspiration to do some-
thing normal and different 
helped in my success. I always 
wanted to do something which didn’t 
have a reference point in cinema. When 
people see the trailer, they should feel 
like ‘this is something I haven’t seen be-
fore’. And I always wanted to work with 
credible directors. It didn’t matter if 
they were established,” Ayushmann told 
PTI in an interview.

The 34-year-old actor was shoot-
ing for an ad film when he got to know 
about his National Award win. He said 

he didn’t get the time to express his feel-
ings initially and is still trying to process 
it.  “This award is something which is 
announced publicly. It is not like any 
other awards where you are sitting in 
the audience and get to know about it. 
You are prepared. But for this win I was 
not prepared at all.

“At the same time, I didn’t get the 
me time’ to celebrate my win. I was sur-
rounded by 50 people so I could not ex-
press myself and have my own moment. 
Now I am trying to digest it. My father 
called me... he was almost choking. We 
had a family dinner. It was all very beau-
tiful,” he added.

Ayushamnn said moving ahead he 
wants to stick to his guts and intuition 
when it comes to choosing films.

The actor, who has four unique proj-
ects-- Dream Girl , Bala , Gulabo Sitabo 
and Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan -- 
lined up is happy to be finally getting an 
opportunity to work with some of the 
biggest names in the film industry.

“I mostly worked with first timers. 
Like Shoojit Sircar was not that big 

when we did Vicky Donor’ or Sharat Ka-
taria was not a huge name when Dum 
Laga Ke Haisha’ happened. “But now I 
am getting to work with big names like 
Sriram Raghvan, Anubhav Sinha, Amar 
Kaushik. Now I am working with A-list 
directors. And I have earned this. I am 
glad to be in this space, he said.

Ayushmann shared his best actor 
National Award with Vicky Kaushal, 
who won it for Uri: The Surgical Strike .

mumbai, Aug 12 (PTI): After Tabu, 
actor Ishaan Khatter has boarded Mira 
Nair’s adaptation of Vikram Seth’s “A 
Suitable Boy”, a sweeping tale of four 
families set in the post-Partition era.

Tabu, who worked with Nair on 
their critically-acclaimed film 
“The Namesake”, also an ad-
aptation of Jhumpa Lahiri’s 
novel, will play courtesan 
Saaeda Bai in the six-
part series by BBC. 

Khatter will star 
as Maan Kapoor, 
the headstrong 
son of a politician 
who is besotted by 
Saeeda Bai.

Ishaan, who made 
his acting debut with in-
ternationally renowned 
Israeli filmmaker Majid Ma-
jidi’s “Beyond the Clouds”, said it’s an 
honour for him to work with Nair. 

“It’s not only my pleasure but an 
honour to be working on this illus-
trious material alongside such distin-
guished artistes and technicians led 
by the indomitable Mira Nair. I hope 
I can satisfy her vision and give the 
global audience the character they de-
serve in Maan Kapoor,” he said. 

Tabu said it was great to work with 
Nair on another “creatively charged” 
experience.

“I’m very happy to be working on 
‘A Suitable Boy’, and especially with 
Mira. Having worked with her on 
the ‘Namesake’ I look forward to one 
more creatively charged experience,” 
Tabu said in a statement. 

Produced by Lookout Point for the 
BBC, the drama is penned by British 

screenwriter Andrew Davies. 
The 1993 book revolves around 

spirited university student Lata 
and her three suitors - Kabir, 
Haresh and Amit.

Described as a panoramic tale 
charting the fortunes 

of four large families, 
the story is set in 

the North India of 
1951, the same 

time the coun-
try was carv-

ing out its 
own iden-
tity as an 

independent 
nation and was 

about to go to the 
polls for its first 

democratic general 
election. 

Newcomer Tanya Maniktala will 
play the lead role of Lata.

Nair said she decided to work on 
the project because she believes “A 
Suitable Boy” has become “timelier” 
than ever.  “Vikram tells the story of 
a free India and our people with wit, 
clarity and love - I am deeply hon-
oured to be the one bringing this in-
timate, epic tale of an unseen India 
to the world. Today, A Suitable Boy is 
timelier than ever. 

“With a mix of legendary and cut-
ting-edge actors from the subconti-
nent, shooting entirely on location in 
palaces, villages and streets across 
northern India, we will keep the his-
tory and dream of an alternate India 
alive,” she said. 

The show is scheduled to premiere 
in June 2020.

los Angeles, Aug 12 (PTI): John 
Amos is set to reprise his role in “Com-
ing to America” sequel, featuring Eddie 
Murphy. According to Deadline, Amos 
played Cleo McDowell, the owner of Mc-
Dowell’s, in the 1988 original comedy.

The story would see Murphy’s 
Akeem learning about a long-lost son 
and returning to America to meet his 
unlikely heir to the throne of Zamunda 
- a street-savvy Queens native named 
Lavelle. Amos’s character is also the fa-
ther of Akeem’s love interest, Lisa Mc-
Dowell, who was played by Shari Head-
ley. It is currently unknown if Headley is 
returning. Besides Murphy, Arsenio Hall 
is coming back as Akeem’s best friend 
Semmi, with James Earl Jones repris-
ing his role as Akeem’s father, King Jaffe 
Joffer, and Paul Bates returning as royal 
servant Oha. 

Wesley Snipes, Jermaine Fowler, Les-
lie Jones, and KiKi Layne are the new ad-
ditions to the film series.

Craig Brewer is directing the fol-
low-up with “Black-ish” creator Kenya 
Barris attached to write. Murphy and 
Barris are producing with Kevin Misher. 

The film will hit the screens Decem-
ber 18, 2020.

los Angeles, Aug 12 (PTI): A day after the 
news of Miley Cyrus and Liam Hemsworth 
parting ways made headlines, the singer ap-
parently addressed their split in a social me-
dia post, saying “change is inevitable” and it is 
futile to fight evolution.

The on-again, off-again couple tied the 
knot seven months ago in a 
private ceremony.

Cyrus, 26, shared a post 
on Instagram in which she 
appears to be on a nature 
trek. “Don’t fight evolu-
tion, because you will 
never win. Like the moun-
tain I am standing on top 
of, which was once under 
water, connected with Af-
rica, change is inevitable. 
The Dolomites were not 
created over night, it was 
over millions of years that 
this magnificent beauty 
was formed. 

“My dad always told me ‘Nature never 
hurries but it is always on time’... it fills my 
heart with peace and hope knowing that is 
true. I was taught to respect the planet and 
its process and I am committed to doing the 
same with my own...” the singer wrote along-
side her photo. A representative of Cyrus con-

firmed the news to People magazine over the 
weekend.  “Liam and Miley have agreed to 
separate at this time. Ever-evolving, changing 
as partners and individuals, they have decid-
ed this is what’s best while they both focus on 
themselves and careers.  “They still remain 
dedicated parents to all of their animals they 

share while lovingly taking this time apart. 
Please respect their process and privacy,” the 
representative said in a statement.

Rumours of the separation of Cyrus and 
Hemsworth, 29, started doing the rounds on 
Saturday after the singer posted a photo of 
herself on Instagram in which her wedding 
ring was missing.


